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THE

ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS
De Santillana

BOOK VII

CHAPTER |
The amours of Gil Blas and Dame Lorenza Sephora

| WENT accordingly to Xelva, to make restitution of
the three thousand ducats, which we had stolen from
Samud Simon: and will freely own, | was tempted
on the road to convert the money to my own use, in
order to begin my staNardshlﬂ under happy ices.
This | might have done with impunity; Tor, had |
travelled five or six days, and then returned, as if |
had acquitted mysdlf of my commission, Don Alphonso
and his father would never have suspected my fidelity.
| did not yield, however, to the temptation, which' |
surmounted like a lad of honour: a victory not a
little commendable in a young fellow, who had aso-
ciated with grest cheets. There are a gfreat many,
who, though acquainted with honest people only, are
not so scrupulous ; those, especidly, who are entrusted
with sums which they may keep, without endangering
ther reputation.

Having made redtitution to the merchant, who had
expected nothing of the kind, | returned to the castle of
Leyva, which the Count de Polan had left, having st
out again for Toledo, with Julia and Don Fernando.  J

foijsr% my new master more captivated than ev%r with
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Seraphing, his Sergphina enchanted by him, and Don
Caesr charmed with the possesson of them both: |
endeavoured to gain the friendship of that tender
father, and succeeded: | became steward of the family,
regulated everythin(f:; in it, received money from the
farmers, disbursed for the expense of housekeeping,
and had a despotic power over al the servants.  But,
contrary to the usual practice of stewards, | did not
abuse my power, | did not turn away those domestics
who displeased me, nor ex that the rest should be
entirely devoted to my will: if they addressed them-
sdves directly to Don Caesar, or his son, when they
wanted any favour, far from thwarting their interest,
| dways spoke in their behalf; besides, the marks of
affection which | every moment received from my
masters, ingpired me with zeal for their service; and
| had nothing but their interest in view. There was
no legerdemain in my administration; and | was such
a seward as is not everyday to be met with. While
| mj;)g/ed the happiness of my condition, love, as if
he had been jealous of what fortune had done for me,
had a mind that | should owe some favours to him
also; and produced in the heart of Dame Lorenza
Sephora, chief waiting-woman to Seraphina, a violent
inclination for master steward. My conquest (to
relate things like a faithful historian) glanced upon
her fiftieth year; but a livdy look, an agreesble
countenance, and two fine eyes, which she knew how
to use to the best advantage, might be said to make
her dill pass for the object of an intrigue: | could
have wished only for afew roses in her complexion, for
she was extremely pale; a circumstance which | did
not fail to attribute to the austerity of cdi .

The lady practised upon me a long time, looks,
in which her passon was painted: but ingead of
answering her glances, | at first seemed not to perceive
her design; by which behaviour, | appeared to her as
anovice in gallantry; a discovery that she did not dis-
like. Imagining, therefore, that she ought no longer
to confine hersAf to the language of the ©yes with a
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young man whom she believed less knowing than ho
was ; during the very first conversation we had together,
she declared her sentiments in form, that | might not
be ignorant of them for the future. This she per-
formed like one who had been & school.  She feigned
to be disconcerted while she spoke to me, and after
having freely expressed dl that she had to say, hid
her face, to make me believe she was ashamed of
letting me see her weskness.  There was no resisting ;
and though | wes determined more by vanity than
inclination, | showed mysdlf very sensble of her"affec-
tion: | even affected to be urgent, and acted the pas-
Sonate lover so well, that | attracted her reproaches.
Lorenza reproved me, but with so much gentleness,
that while she recommended moderation to me, she
seamed not & dl sor.r?/ a my want of it. | should
have pushed things ill farther, if the beloved object
had not been afraid of giving me a bad opinion of her
virtue, by granting me a victory too chesp. We there-
fore parted till another occasion; Sephora, persuaded
that her false resistance made me look upon her as a
vestd, and |, eevated with the sweet hope of bringing
the adventure soon to a conclusion.

My affairs were in this sStuaion, when one of Don
Caesax's lackeys told me a piece of news which mode-
ratled my joy. This young fellow was one of those
curious domegtics, who make it their business to dis-
cover what passes in the family. As he was very
assiduous in, P]aylng his court to me, and regded me
every day with Something new, he came one morning,
and told me, that he had made a pleasant discovery,
which he would communicate to me, on condition that
| should keep it secret; because It regarded Dame
Lorenza Sephora, whose resentment (he said) he weas
afraid of incurring. | was too eager to hear what he
had to say, not to promise secrecy; but without seem-
ing to be'in the least concerned, | asked him, with al
the indifference | could affect, what the discovery was
with which he intended to entertain me. ' Lorenza
(sdd he), every evening, privately admits into her
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paartment the surgeon of the village, a very stout
young fellow, and the rogue aways remains with her
a condderable time. | am willing to believe (added
he, with a satirical smile) that this behaviour may be
very innocent; but you must dlow, that a young
man, who dips so mysterioudly into a maid's chamber,
gives a handle to scandd to be very free with her
character.’

Although this report gave me as much pain, as if |
had been actualy In love, | took care to conced my
vexation; | even condrained mysdf so much, as to
laugh at the news that pierced me to the very soul.
But | indemnified mysdf for that constraint, as soon
as | saw mysdf adone. | cursed, | swore, and mused
upon the resolution | should take. Sometimes, de-
spising Lorenza, | proposed to abandon her, without
even delgnlng to come to an explanation with the
coquette; and sometimes, |mag|n|n? that | was bound
in honour to banish the surgeon from the house, |
formed the design of challenging him to single combet.
This last resolution prevailed: | lay in ambush towards
the evening, and sure enough perceived my man enter
with a mysterious air into the apartment of my duenna
This was necessary to support my fury: | went out
of the cadlle, and posted mysdlf on the road by which
the gallant must return: here | waited for him with-
out flinching, and every moment the desire of fight erg,;
with him increesed. At length, my enemy appeared,
and | went forwards some yards like a Drawcansir*;
but |1 don't know how the devil it happened, | found
mysdf al of a sudden seized, like one of Homer's
heroes, with an emotion of fear that arested my
geps; and | stood as much confounded as Paris, when
he presented himself to fight Mendaus. | began to
consder my man, who seemed strong and vigorous,
and his sword gppeared to be of an excessve length.
All this had ite effect upon me; nevertheless, out of a
point of honour, or otherwise, though | saw the danger

! Drawcansir isthenameof abraggartin Buckingham's
Rehearsal.
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with magnifying eyes; and in spite of nature, which
made obstinae efforts to make me desgt, | had the
boldness to advance towards the surgeon, and unshesth
my rapier.
ySurap|c;rised a my action, he cried, 'What is the
matter, Senor Gil Bias ? what is the meaning of these
demonstrations ? You are pleased to be ‘merry, |
suppose?  * No, Mr. Barber (I replied), you are mis-
taken; | am in a very serious numour, and want
to know whether or ‘not you are as brave as
gdlant.  You mugt not expéct that | will let you
S in tranquillity the favours of the Jady whom
you vist at the cadle’ * By . Come! (sad the
surgeon, bursting into a loud Taugh) here is a pleasant
adventure. Egad, appearances “are very deceitful.
From these words, imagining that he Was as little
inclined to fight as I, | became more insolent, and
sad, * Friend, that won't pass ; don't think that | will
be satisfied with a simple denid." * | see then (an-
swered hez, that | shadl be obliged to spesk, in order
to prevent the mischief which mlght happen to you
or me; and | must reveal a secrd, dthough pedple
of our professon cannot be too discredt. TIf Dame
Lorenza admits me by sedth into her apartment, it
is with a view of coricedling her disemper from the
servants: she has an inveterate cancer in her back,
which | dress every evening. This is the cause of the
vigts which darm you; s0 that you meag henceforth
keep your heart a eese. . Though (added he), if u)[/ou
are not satisfied with this declaration, but utely
bent upon coming to points, spesk the word; | am
your man.'  So saying, he drew his long rapier, which
made me shiver;” aad put himsdf upon his guard.
* Enough (said | to him, shesthing my sword), | am
not a brute, to refuse to hear reason: “after what you
have told me, you are no Iongiqe.r my enem¥]; lef us
embrace’ At this discourse, which showed him that
| was not such a devil as | at first gppeared to be, he

] 1 &. Cosmeas, the patron Saint of doctors and Surgeons;
his feast falls on September 27.
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laughed, put up his rapier, gave me his hand; and, in
short, we parted the best friends in the world.
“From that moment, Sephora presented nothing but
disagreesble ideas to my imagination: | avoided every
opportunity she gave me of conversing with her in
private; and that with such care and affectation, that
she perceived my disgust. Adonished a such a
change, she resolved to know the cause ; and at length,
finding an occason to spesk with me apart, * Mr.
Steward (said she), pray tdl me, why you avoid the
sght of me? Tis true, | made some advances, but
you made suitable returns.  Recollect, if you pleasg,
the private conversation we had together:” you were
then dl fire, but now }f_ou are dl ice. What is the
meaning of dl this? This was a very delicate ques-
tion for a plain man ; consequently, it embarrassed me
not a litle. | don't remember the answer which |
made; but it displeesed very much, and that was
enough. SeF;]Jhora, thou%h b¥ her sweet modest air,
one would have taken her for a lamb, was a very
tigress when her wrath prevailed. "1 thought (sad
she, darting at me alook full of 'SPIte and rage) that |
did agreat ded of honour to a little fellow like you,
in discovering to him those sentiments which noble
cavadiers would have gloried in exciting: but | am
justly e{)unlshed for having unworthily abased them to
a wretched adventurer. ~ Had she stopped here, |
should have thought m?;self cheaply quit. Her tongue
obedient to her fury, honoured me with a hundr
epithets, every one more bitter than another. | ou%ht
to have heard them in cold blood, and reflected, that
in disdaining the triumph of her virtue, which | had
attempted, | committed a crime that no woman can
forgive. But | was too passionate to bear reproaches,
at which a sensble man, in my place, would have
laughed: and my patience forsaking me, ' Madam
(sdd 1), we ought not to despise anybody: if those
noble cavaiers, of whom you spesk, had” seen your
back, | am sure their curiosity would have proceeded
no farther' | had no sooner uttered this repartee,
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than the furious duenna gave me the rudest box on
the ear, that ever an affronted woman bestowed. |
did not wait for a second; but, by a speedy Oight,
avoided a shower of blows, that would certainly have
fallen upon my carcass. . _
| thanked heaven, when | found mysdlf extricated
out of this troublesome affair; and imagined | had
nothing more to fear, snce the lady had revenged
hersdlf.” | thought that, for her own honour, she
would never mention the adventure: and indeed,
fifteen days egpsed before | heard anything of the
matter. | myself began to forget it, when T under-
good that Sephora wes ill: | was humane enough to
be afflicted at the news: | pitied the lady; and be-
lieving that, not being able to overcome a passon o
ill requited, she had fallen a victim to her unhapp
love, | reflected with sorrow, that | was the cause 0
her indigposition, and at least lamented the duenna,
if 1 could not love her. How much was | mistaken
in my opinion! her tenderness changed into hate; and
at that time, her whole study was to do me mischief.
One morning being alone with Don Alphonso, and
observing that youn ?entleman pensve and sad, |
begged, n a respectiul” manner, to know the cause
"1 am chagrined (said he), to find Seraphina wesk,
ungrateful, ‘and unjust. You are astonished a thia
information (added he, perceiving that | listened with
surprise), and yet nothing is more true. | don't know
what cause you may have given Dame Lorenzato hate
%/ou;_ but you are assuredly become so odious to her,
hat if you don't leave thé castle with the utmost dis-
patch, her death, she says Trill be inevitable. You
ought not to doubt that ‘Sergphina, who has a regard
for you, at first revolted againgt a hate which she
could not gratify, without injustice and ingratitude.
But in short, she Is a woman:” she has a tender affec-
tion for Sephora, who brought her up; and that
g%/ernante is a sort of a mother to her, whose death
would reproach hersdf with, if she was not wesk
enough to saisfy this her desire: as for my part, not-
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withstanding the love that attaches me to Seraphing,
| shdl never have the base complaisance to adhere to
her sentiments on this subject.* "Perish dl the duennas
in Spain, before | cg to the removd of aKoung
man whom | congder more as a brother than a
domestic !' ) ] ]

Don Alphonso havmc}; spoke thus, | said to him,
" Senor, | am born to be the sport of fortune: | thought
she would have ceasad to persecute me in your house,
where everything flattered me with %wet_ and happy
dafys: but how agreegble soever my situation may bé,
| find | must give it up. * Nof at al! (cried the
generous son of Don Caesar) leave me to. make Sera
ﬁhma hear reason: it shdl never be sad, that you
ave been sacrificed to the caprice of aduenna, towhom
too much congideration has been paid in other respects*

"Sr (sad 1), you will only provoke Sergphing, in
resding her will. | had much rather retire, than by
a Ior(1jqer day in this place, run the risk of breedini
any divison between such a happy pair: that woul
be amisfortune for which | should never be consoled.
_ Don Alphonso forbade me to take any such resolu-
tion ; and | saw him sofixedin the design of supportlln%
me, that Lorenza would undoubtedly have met wit
a rebuff, if | had been minded to oppose her. At
certain times, being piqued againg the duenna, | was
tempted to expose her; but when | came to congider,
that in reveding her shame, | should stab the heart
of a poor creature whose indisposition | was the occa-
son of ; and that two incurable distempers visibly con-
ducted her to the grave, my resentment was changed
into compassion; and | concluded, that snce | was
such a dangerous mortd, | ought in conscience to re-
establish, by my retreat, the tranquillity of the cadtle
This resolution” | executed the very “next morning
before day, without bidding adieu to ' my two mesters
leg, through friendship for me, they should oppose
my departure. | contented mysdf ‘with Ieavnlen[? in
my chamber a writing, wheren was contai an
exXact account of my adminigtration.
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CHAPTERI |

The fate of Gil Bias, after he quitted the castle of Leyva,
and the haﬁpy consequences that attended the bad

success of his amours

| WAS mounted on a good horse of my own, with two
hundred pistoles in my portmanteau, the best part of
which | had got by the banditti whom we dew, and
the share of the throe thousand ducats which had been
golen from Samuel Simon ; for Don Alphonso, with-
out making me restore what | had fingered, had made
restitution of the whole sum out of his own pocket.
Wherefore, considering my effects as wealth become
lawful, | enjoyed it without scruple. | wasin

son of a fund therefore, which did not allow me to
be much concerned for the future, over and above the
confidence which one of my age aways hasin his own
merit: besides, Toledo presented an agreeable asylum,
for | did not at al doubt that the Count de” Polan
would be pleased with an opportunity of obliging one
of his deliverers with a kind recef)non, and an apart-
ment in his house. But this nobleman | looked upon
as lmyt Iaﬁt retsource, dandtrefeolved, befor_etl sléciuld
apply to him, to spend part of my money in travellin
through the kingdoms of Murcia and Granada, whic
1 longed particularly to see With this design, | st
out for Almansa, whence continuing my journey, |
went from city to city, as far as Granada, without
mooting with "any bad accident. Fortune, satisfied
with having played me so many tricks, seemed willing
a length to leave me in quiet: but for dl that, she
was then hatching a great many more, as will be sen
in the sequel.  One of the first persons 1 met in the
sreets of Granada, was Sofior Don Fernando de Leyva,
who was, as well as Don Alphonso, son-in-law to the
Count de Polan. We were equaléy surprised a seeing
one another in that place. ' Gl Bias (cried he), how
come you to be in this city ? What busneBﬁgbrlngs
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you hither ?* ' Senor (said 1), if you are astonished
to see me in this country, you will 'be much more o,
when you hear the cause of my quitting the service
of Senor Don Caesar and his son.'  Then | recounted
al that had passed between Sephora and me, without
the least disguise. He laughed heartily at the adven-
ture ; then growi Qé; serious %_a n, ' Friend (said he),-1
offer you my mediation in this affair, and will write
to my sgtertinlaw.’ ' By no means, Senor (said I,
interrupting hlm%, pray don't write; for | did not
leave the cadtle of Leyva with any intention to return.
Make, if you please, another use of the regard you
have for me; and if any one of your friends has occa-
son for a secretary or ‘steward, | beg you will speak
to him in my favour. | dare assureyou, that you
shdl have no cause to repent of your recommenda
tion.! ' With al my heartéhe replied), | will do what
you desire: | am come to Granada to vist an old aunt
who is dck, and | shall stay here three weeks longer;
a the end of which, | shal set out in my return to
my castle of Lorqui, where | have left Julia | lodge
here (added he, showing me a house about a hundred
i/)ardsfrom us), come and call for me some hours hence;
y which time, perhaps, | shall have discovered some
slitable post for you.' _ _
And, indeed, a our very next meeting, he sad,
' The Archbishop of Granada, my kinsman and friend,
wanta a young man of letters,” posessed of a good
hand, to make Tfair copies of his writings: for he'is a
great author, has composed a vast number of homilies,
and gudies more everyday, which he pronounces with
aoplaue. As | bdieve you are such a one as he
wants, | proposed you to him, and he has promised
to take you into his service.  Go, and present yourself
to him, In my name; and you may judge, by ther
tion which you shal receive, whéther or ‘not | have
spoke in your behalf.' ,
This was just such a place as | desired; wherefore,
having dressed to the best advantage, in order to
appear before that prelate, | repaired one morning to
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the Archbishop's pdace. Here, was | to imitate the
authors of romance, | should give a pompous dESCI’IF-
tion of this episcopal paace of Granada: | would
enlarge upon the structure of the building, extol the
richness of the furniture, describe the Statues and
pictures, and not spare the reader the leadt tittle of
the stories they represented: but | shal content my-
sf with observing, that it equalled the royal palace
inmagnificence. o

| found in the apartments a crowd of eccesagtics
and gentlemen of the sword, the greater part whereof
were the officers of hisgrace: his amoners, his gentle-
men, his ushers, and vaetsde chambre. Thelaity were,
amogt dl, so superbly dressed, that one would have
taken them for noblémen rather than domedtics, b
their haughty looks, and affectation of bar(njq men o
consequence. While | beheld them, | could not help
laughing, and ridiculing them within myself. , Egad
(sad 1), these people are very happy in bearing the
yoke of servitude, without feeling it; for, in short, if
they felt it, | imagine that their behaviour would be
less assuming.'  Addressng myself to a grave jolly
personege, that stood at the door of the Archbishop's
closet, In order to open and shut it when there was
occasion ; | asked civilly, if 1 could not spesk with his
grace. ' Wait (said hedrily), 'till his grace comes out
to go to Mass, and he will 'give you a moment's audi-
ence in passing’ | armed mysaf with patience, and
endeavoured to enter into conversation with some of
the officers: but they began to examine me from head
to foot, without de|gn|n]gI to ek one syllable; and
then looked a one another, smiling with disdain, at
the I|bertP/ which | had taken, to mingle in their dis-
course. wes, | own, quite disconcerted at seeu;g
mysf trested in this manner by valets; and h
scarce recollected mysdlf from the ‘confusion in which
| was, when the closet-door opened, and the Arch-

0] ed.
Im%egggteele; a profound slence prevailed among
his officers, who, al of a sudden, laid asde their inso-
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lent carriage, and assumed a respectful look in presence
of ther magter. This prlaie was in his sixty-and-
ninth yesar, Bretty much of the make of my uncle the
Canon Gil Perez; that is plump and short; he was
very much bandy-legged into the bargain, and so bald,
that he had only a smdl tuft of hair remaining on the
back part of hishead ; for which reason, he was obliged
to cover his head in afine woollen_ cap with long ears,
In spite of dl that, | observed in him the ar of a man
of quality; doubtless, because | knew him to be one
We common people look upon dl your great noblemen
with a prepossesson that often gives them an air of
greatness which nature has refused.

The Archbishop immediately advancing towards me,
asked what | wanted, with a'voice full of sweetness,
and | told him, that | was the young man of whom
Don Fernando de Leyva had spoke to him.  He gave
me no time to proceed; but cried, ' 0! you are the
person then of whom he spokeso handsomély. | retain
y(ou in my serivce: you are a vauable acquisition.

ou may stay where you are’ So saying, he went
out, supported by two Ushers, after having heard some
clergymen, who had something to communicate.
Scarce was he out of the room, when the same officer
who disdained my conversation, now courted it.
They surrounded me, and with the utmost complaisance
expressed their joy, at seeing me become a household
officer at the pdace. Having heard what their master
said to me, they had a longing desire to know on what
footing | was retained: but T was so mdicious as to
bak their curiosty, in reve_ngfe for their contempt.

_His grace returning in alitfle time, made me follow
him info his clost, that he might tak with me in
rivate. | concluded, that his deSgn in so doing, was
o0 try my understanding; and, accordingly, kept mysdf
on my guard, and was resolved to weigh every word
before I should spesk it. He first of all examined me,
in what is cdled humanity; and | did not answer
amiss, he had occasion to see that | was pretty well
acquainted with the Greek and Latin asthors. He
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then J)Ut me upon logic, where | expected him, and
found me quite master of that subject. , Your educa
tion (said he to me, with some surprise) has not been
neglected: let us now see your handwriting,” | there
upon took out of my pocket a sheet, which | had
brought for the purpose; and the prelate seemed very
well with my performance. , | am satisfied
with your hand (cried ne), and ill more with your
understanding. 1 shdl thank my nephew Don Fernando
for having given me such an able young man, whom |
look upon as ared present.’

Beng interrupted by the arrival of some noblemen
of Granada, who came to dine with the Archbishop, |
left them together, and withdrew among the officers,
who were quite profuse hi their complaisance to me.
| went to dinner with them at the usua time; and if
they observed me et table, | did not fail to examine
them ds. What sagacity there is hi the exteriors
of churchmen! To me they a%peered dl sants; 0
much was my mind overawed by the place where |
was: and | did not so much as suspect, that there
could be any fase money in the caseg; as if no such
Eg]ng rYlvacs ever sen among the princes of the

urch!

Being seated by an old valet de chambre, whosename
was Méchor dela Ronda, he took great care to help
me to the choice bits; and this atfention which he
expressed for me, |n_5ﬂr|ng me with a respect for him,
he was charmed with my polite behaviour. , Senor
Cavdier (said he softly to'me, after dinner), | want to
have some private conversation with you.' At the
same time, he carried me to a part of the paace, where
nobody could overhear us; and there taked to me in
this manner: ' Son, from the very first moment in
which 1 saw you, | felt an inclination for you: of this
| will gr|1ye you a certain proof, by imparting some-
thing which"may be of great advantage to you. You
are herein afamily, where true and fase dévotees live
pell-mell; so that it will be an infinite time before you
can, of yoursdlf, be acquainted with the ground. But
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1 will spare you such a tedious and disagreeable study,
by discovering the characters of both; after which,
you may the more ease(ljy conduct yourself. _

"1 owill beglna(Iadd_ he) with his grace, who is a
ve(rjy pious prelate, incessantly employed in edifying
and reforming the people, by sermons of his own com-
position, full” of excelent” morals. He quitted the
Court about twenty years ago, in order to devote
himself entirely to his zea for his flock. He is a
learned man and a great orator, whose sole pleasure
condsts in preaching, and his hearers are ravished
with admiration.  Perhaps theie is a little vanity in
the case: but besides that it does not bolong to man
to penetrate the heart, it would be ungrateful in me
to Inquire into the faults of a person whose bread |
eat. It 1 was permitted to disapprove of anything in
niy master, | would blame his seventy. Instead of
making an alowance for ecclesiastical foibles, he
ﬁunlshes them with too much rigour: in particular,

e persecutes, without mercy, those who, relying on
their innocence, attempt to “justify themsdlvés In a
legal manner, in contempt of his authority. 1 observe
another fault which is common to him with a great
m.tn)gﬁeopleof quality: athough heloves hisdomestics,
he makes no consideration for then services; but lets
them grow old, without ever thinking of procuring for
them some small settlement. I he glwes them gratifi-
cation sometimes, they owe them solely to the goodness
of somebody who has spoken in their behalf: for it
would never come into his head to provide for them
otherwise.' )

This is what the old valet de chambre told me of his
master ; and he afterwards communicated his thoughts
of the clergymen with whom we had dined: pictuies
which but 1l agreed with their external deportment.
Indeed he did not represent them as dishonest men,
but only as bad priests, excepting some, however,
whose virtue he very much extolled. | was no longer
a a loss how to regulate my features among those
gentlemen: that very evening at supper, I, like them,
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assumed a sage aspect; a task that costs nothing: so
that we must not wonder that there are so many
hypocrites in the world.

CHAPTER Il

Qil Bias becomes the favourite of the Archbishop, and
the channel of his bounty

| HAD been in the afternoon to fetch my baggagﬁg and
horse from the inn where | had Jodged; after which |
returned to supper a the palace, where | found a very
handsome chamber, and a down-bed, prepared for me.
His grace ordered me to be cdled early next morning ;
and gave me a homily to transcribe,_enjoining me to
copy It with al possible exactness.  This | performed
minutely, without having forgot either accent, point,
or comma; so that the joy he expressed was mingled
with surprise. ' Good heaven ! (cried hein atransport,
when he had surveyed dl the sheets of my copyg)ewas
ever anything seen so correct ? You transcribe so
well, that you must certainly understand grammar.
Tel me ingenuoudy, my friend, have you found
nothing that shocked you in writing it over ? Some
neglect, perhaps, in the syle, or improper term ?
*0, ar (answered 1, with an ar of modesty), | am
not learned enough to make critical observations; and
if | was, | am persuaded that the works of your graoe
would escgpe my censure’  The prelate smiled a m
reFIy; and though he said nothing, discovered, throug
dl his ﬂay, that he was a downright author.

By this kind of flattery, | entirely gained his good
graces, became more and more dear to him everyday;
and a length understood from Don Fernando, who
vigted him very often, that | was so much beloved,
I might look upon my fortune as dready made.  This
my master himsalf confirmed to me, a little time &fter,
on the following occasion. One evening he repeated
in his doset, when | was present, with great enthusiasm,
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a homily which he intended to pronounce the next
day in the cathedral; and not satisfied with asking my
opinion of it in genera, obliged me to single out the
particular passages which | most admired. | had the
good luck to mention those that he himsdf looked
upon to be the bedt, his own favourite morceaux: by
which means | passed, in his judgement, for a man
who had a delicate knowledge of the true beauties of
awork. ' Thisis (cried he) what is called having taste
and sentiment! dl, friend, | assure thee thou hast
not got Boeotian ears’ In a word, he was so well
stisfied with me, that he pronounced with some
vivecity, , Gil Bias henceforth give thyself no un-
eadness about thy fortune: | undertake to make it
extremely agreegble: | love thee; and, as a proof of
my affection, make thee my confidant/ )

| no sooner heard these words, than | fell at his
grace's feet, quite penetrated with gratitude: | heartily
embraced his banady legs and looked upon mysdf as
aman on the high way to wealth and opulence.” ' Yes,
my child (resumed the Archbishop whose discourse
had been interrupted by my prostration), thou shalt
be the repository of my mo& secret thoughts.  Listen
with atention to what | am going to say: my chief
B{eas_ure consgts in preaching; the Lord gives a
lessing to my homilies: they touch the hearts of
snners; make them serioudy réflect on their conduct,
and have recourse to repentance. | have sometimes
the satisfaction to see a miser, terrified by the images
which | rﬁ)raent to his avarice, open his treasures,
and squander them with a prodigd hand. | have
a9 torn, as it were, the epicurean from_his pleasures,
filled hermitages with the sons of ambition, and con-
firmed in her duty the wife who has been shaken by
the dlurements of ‘a seducing lover.  These conversions
which are frequent, ought of themselves to excite my
study: neverthdess, | will confess my weakness; 1
propose to mysdf another reward, a reward which the
deh(:ao{I of my virtue reproaches me with in vain! |
mean the esteem that the world shows for fine polished
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writinq.q The honour of being reckoned a perfect
orator has charmed my imagination: my performances
are thought equally sfrong and delicate; but | would,
of dl things, avoid the fault of good authors who write
too long: and retire without forfeiting the lesgt tittle
of my reputation. Wherefore, my dear Gil Bias (con-
tinued the prelate), one thing that | exact of thy zedl
is whenever thou shalt percelve my pen smack of old
age, and my genius flag, don't fail to advertise me of
it; for | don't trust to my own judgement, which may
be seduced by self-love. ~ That observation must pro-
ceed from a disinterested understanding, and | make
choice of thine, which | know is good; resolved to
gand to thy decison’ ' Thank heaven, sr (sad 1),
that period’is far off: besdes a genius like that of
your grace will preserve its vigour much better than
any other; or, to speak more justly, will be adways
the same. | look upon you as ancther Cardinal
Ximenes,, whose superior” genius, instead of bein
weakened bKI age, seemed to recelve new strengt
from it' ' No, flattery, friend (sad he, interrupting
me), | know | am liable to sink dl at once: people a
my begin to fed infirmities, and the infirmities
of the body often affect the understanding. | repest
it to thee again, Gil Bias, as soon as thou shalt judge
mine in the least impaired, be sure to give me notice;
and be not afraid of spesking freely and sincerely, for
| shdl receive thy advice as a mark of thy affection.
Beddes thy interest is concerned; if unhappily for
thee, it should come to my ears, that the public says
my discourses have no longer their wonted force, and
that it is high time for me to repose myself; | frankly
declare, that thou shdt lose Srg%/ friendship, as wen
as the fortune | have promised. Such will be the
fruit of thy foolish resarve o

Here my patron left off spesking, in order to hear
my reply; which was, a promise to behave according

! Francisco Ximenes de Cisneros, Cardinal -Archbishop
of J?ls%tda(él f14361517), the palitical adviser of Ferdinand
an a
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to hisdesre. From that moment he concealed nothing
from me, | became his favourite : an event which none
of his domestics, except Melehor de la Ronda, could
erceive without envy. It was a diverting scene to
old the manner in which the fgentlemen and squires
then hved with the confidant of his grace: they were
not ashamed to be guilty of grovelling meannesses, in
order to captivate my goodwill | could scarce believe
th.e% were Spaniards; though | did them good offices,
without being the dupe of their selfish complaisance,
His Sglraqe the Archbishop, at my request, exerted
himself in their favour: to one he procured a com-
Fany, and put him m a condition to make a figure in
he army. = Another he sent to Mexico, to take pos-
ss3on of a condderable post which he had obtained
for him; and my friend Melchor, through my means,
enjoyed a handsome gratification This condescen-
son convinced me, that though the prelate did not
anticipate peoples desres, he rarely refused any
iavoui that was asked. o .

But what | did for a certain priest, desarves, in my
opinion, to be told: one day alicentiate, whose name
was Luis Garcias, a young man of a very %ood appear-
ance, was presented to me by our steward; who said,
¢ Senor Gil Bias, this honest clergyman is one of my
best friends ; he was chaplain of a nunnery; and his
virtue has not escaped scandal: some people have
done him ill offices with his grace, who has suspended
him, and is unhappily so much prejudiced against
him, that he will listen to no solicitation in his behalf.
We have employed, to no purpose, al the persons of
rank in Granada, to beg that he may be re-etablished ;
but our master is quite inflexible.'

" Gentlemen (said 1), you have gone the wrong way
to work; it would have been better for Mr. Licentiate
if no solicitation had been made ; for in their endeavours
to serve him, they have done him a manifest injury.
| am well acquainted with his grace; entregties and
recommendations serve only to aggravate, in his
opinion, the fault of an ecclesagtic. 1t was but t'other
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day | heard him say to himself, " The more people a
priest, who has been gunatP/ of irregularity, engages to
pesk to me in his behalf, the more iS the scandd
augmented, and the more severity do | exeicise" '
' That is unfortunate (replied the steward), and nay
friend would be very much embarrassed, if he was not
blessed with a good hand: hapeplly for him, he writes
to admiration ; and, by the help of that talent, keeps
himself out of difficulties.’ | was curious to seeif this
wilting, so much extolled, was much better than my
own : and the licentiate, who had a specimen in his
ocket, showed me a page that | admired very much;
or it looked like a writing-master's copy. “While |
conddered this beautiful performance, a thought
coming into nay head, | desired Garcias to leave the
paper, telling him that | might possibly make some
use of it, that would turn out to his advantage ; that
1 could not explain myself at that time, but would next
day tell him more of the matter. The licentiate, to
whom, in dl probability, the steward had made an
eulogium of my genius, withdrew asmuch satisfied, as
if he had been aready reinstated in his office. | was
truly desirous that he might be so ; and that same day,
laboured for himm thefollowgg manner: being aone
with the Archbishop, | showed him the writing of
Garcias, with which m% patron seemed quite charmed :
then, laying hold of the opportunity, " Sr (said | to
him), since you won't cause your homiliesto be printed,
| wish they were at least written in this hand.' ' |
am satisfied with thine (answered the prelate), but |
own, | should not be sorry to have a copP( of my
works in that hand/ 'Your grace (I replied) has
nothing to do but speak: the man who paints so well
is alicentiate of my acquaintance, who will be ravished
to do that service for you ; the more, because by these
means he may interest your goodness in extricating
him from the melancholy situation m which he has the
misfortune to be at present.
_The prelate did not fail to ask the name of the
licentiate : upon which | sad, ,He is cdled Luis
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Garcias, and is in despair on account of having in-
curred your displeasure’ ' That Garcias (sad he,
interrupting me) was, if | am not mistaken, chaplain
to a convent of nuns, and lies under the censure of
the church: | remember some informations that |
received against him: his morals arc but indifferent.'
' Sir (said I, interrupting him in my turn), | will not
undertake to justify him ; but | know he has enemies;
and pretends, that the authors of those informations
which you have seen, were more bent upon doing him
ill offices, than on telling the truth." ' That may be
(replied the Archbishop), there are abundance of veiy
dangerous dispositionsin thisworld. Besides, granting
that his conduct has not been aways irreproachable,
he may have repented of his misbehaviour ; and in
short, there is mercy for every transgression. Bring
the licentiate hither, | take off his suspension.’

Thus it is, that the most severe men abate of their
severity, when more dear self-interest is concerned.
The Archbishop granted, without difficulty, to the
vain pleasure of having his woiks well wiit, that which
he had refused to the most powerful solicitations. |
earned the news immediately to the steward, who
imparted them to his friend Garcias, who the very
next day, coming to make an acknowledgement of
thanks suitable to the favour obtained, | presented
him to my master, who contented himself with repri-
manding him dglightly, and gave him the homilies to
transcribe. Garcias acquitted himself so well, that he
was re-established in his ministry, and even obtained
the living of Gabia, a large market-town in the neigh-
bourhood of Granada.
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CHAPTER IV

The Archbishop is seized with a fit of the apoplexy. The
dilemma In which Gil Blas found himself, and the
metJiod he took to be extricated

WHILE | thusbestowed my serviceson different people,
Don Fernando being about to leave Granada, | visted
that nobleman before his departure, in order to thank
him anew for the excellent post which he had pro-
cured for me, | appeared to him so well satisfied
with my condition, that he said, ' My dear Gil Bles, |
am ravished to find thee so wel pleased with m
uncle the Archbishop." "1 am charmed with him (|
replied), and shall never be able to show mysdf grateful
enough for his generosity to me. Nothing less could
have consoled me for the loss of Don Caesar and his
son.' "1 am persuaded (answered he) that they are
both extremely mortified at your absence ; but, perh
ou are not separated for ever: fortune may one day
ring you together again. Melted by these words, |
s?hed, and found at that instant my love for Don
Alphonso so grest, that | would have willingly aban-
doned the Archbishop, with al the agreeable hopes
he had given me, to return to the cadlle of Leyva, if
the obstacle that banished me from it had been re-
moved. Don Fernando perceived the emotions of my
soul, which pleased him so much, that he embraced
me with affection, and assured me that his whole
family would always bear a part in my destiny. )
Two months after this gentleman's departure, in
the very zenith of my favour, we had a hot alarm in
the ep|sr;0ﬁal palace: the Archbishop was seized with
a fit of the apoplexy; he was, however, succoured
immediately, and such salutary medicines administered,
that in afew days his health was re-established: but
his understanding had received a rude shock, which |
plainly perceived m the very next discourse which he
composed. | did not, however, find the difference
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between this and the rest so sensible, as to make me
conclude that the orator began to flag; and waited for
another homily to fix my resolution. ~This indeed \vas
uite decisive ; sometimes the good old prelate repeated
the same thing over and over ;” sometimes rose too high
or sunk too low: it was a vague discourse, the rhetoric
of an old professor, a mere capucmade™. .

| was not the only person who took notice of this:
the greatest part of the audience, when he pronounced
it, as if they had been aso hired to examine it, sad
softly to one another, ' This sermon smells strong of
the apoplexy' ' Come, master homily-critic (sad |
then to mysdlf), prepare to do your office: you see
that his grace begins to fail: it is your duty to give
him notice of it, not only as the depositary of his
thoughts, but likewise, let some one of his friends
should be free enough with him to prevent you: in
that case you know what would_ happen ; your name
would bo"erased from his last will, in which there is,
doubtless, a better legacy provided for you, than the
library of the licentiate Sedillo. )

After these reflections, | made others of a quite
contrary nature. To give the notice in question,
seemed” a delicate point: | imagined that it might be
ill received by an author like him, conceited of his
own works ; but rejecti n? this suggestion, | represented
to mysdf, that he could not posshly take it amiss,
after having exacted it of me in so pressing a manner.
Add to this, that | depended upon my being able to
mention it with address, and make him swalow the
pill without reluctance.  In a word, finding that | ran
a greater risk in keeping silence than in breaking it, |
determined to .

The only thing that embarrassed me now, was how
to break theice. ~ Luckily, the orator himself extricated
mo from that difficulty, by asking what people sad
of him, and if they were satisfied with his last discourse.

! Littre defines this word in terms uncomplimentary
%p the Capuchins: 'Plate tirade de morae ou de devo-
ion'
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| answered, that his homilies were dways admired,
but, in my opinion, the lagt had not succesded so well
as the rest, in affecting the audience. , How, friend !
Xeplied he, with astonishment) has it met with an

rigarchus ? 'No, sr (ssid 1), by no means: suc
works as yours are not to be criticized; everybody is
charmed with them. Neverthdess, snce you have
laid ?/our injunctions upon me to be free and sincere,
| will take the liberty to tell you, that your last dis-
course, in my judfgement, has not atogether the energy
of your other performances. Are not you of the same
opinion ?

My master grew pale at these words; and sad with
a forced amile, ' So then, Mr. Gil Blas this piece is
not to your teste ? 'l don't say so, sr (cried |,
quite disconcerted): | think it excelent, athough a
little inferior to your other works' °I understand
%gu ﬁh(_a replied), you think | flag, don't you ? Come,

plain: you believe it is time for me to think of

retiring.” |1 should not have been so bold (sad 1) as
to speek so freely, if your grace had not commanded
me: | do no more, therefore, than obe?/ you; and |
most humbly that you will not be offended at m
freedom.' , God forbid (cried he, with precipitation),
God forbid that | should find fault with it. In so
doing, | should be very unjust, | don't a dl take it
ill that you spesk your sentiment; it is your sentiment
only that | find bad. | have been most egregioudy
deceived in your narrow understanding.'
> Though | was disconcerted, | endeavoured to find
some mitigation, in order to set things to rights again:
but how is it possible to gppease an incensad author,
one especidly who had been accustomed to hear him-
odf praised ? ' Say no more, my child (said he): you
are yet too raw to make proper digtinctions. now,
that | never composed a better homily than that
which you disapprove: for my genius (thank heaven)
! Aristarchus of  Samothrace (c. 217-145 B.C), the
initiator of scientific scholarship.” Cf. Horace, De Arte
Poetica, 450.
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hath, as yet, lost nothing of its vigour. Henceforth |
will make a better choice of a contidant, and keep one
of grester ability than you. Go (added he, pushing
me by the shoulders out of his closst), go tdl my
treasurer to give you a hundred ducats, and m
heaven conduct you with that sum. Adieu, Mr. Gil
Bias, | wish you dl manner of prosperity, with alittle
more taste!'

CHAPTER V

The step that Gil Blas took after the Archbishop had
dismissed him. His accidental meeting with the
licentiate who had been so much obliged to him:
with the gratitude of that priest

| WENT out of the closet, cursing the caprice, or rather
weekness, of the ArchblshO||o, and more enraged against
him, than afflicted at the loss of his favour. | even
doubted some time, if | should go_ and draw my
hundred ducats; but, after mature deliberation, | was
not fool enough to refuse them. | consdered, that
this money would not deprive me of the right of ridi-
culing the prelate; in which | was resolved not to be
Wantmﬁ, as often as his homilies should be brought
upon the carpet, In myJ)raance

| went, therefore, and demanded the hundred ducats
of the treasurer, without mentioning a single word of
what had happened between his master and me; and
went afterwards in quest of Melchor de la Ronda, to
bid him an eternal adieu. He loved me too much to
be insengible of my misfortune, which while | recounted,
| perceived that grief was printed on his countenance.
In spite of dl the respect he owed the Archbishop, he
could not helﬁ blaming his behaviour. But as | swore
in my rage, that the prelate should pay for it, and that
| would make the whole town merry & his expense,
the sspe Melchor said to me, , Believe me, my dear
Gil Bias you had better suppress your resentment.
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People of an inferior rank ought aways to repect
persons of quality, whatever cause they may have
given them to complain. There are, | own, some
very mean noblemen, who scarce deserve the least
consideration ; but as they have the power of doing
mischief, they are to be feared. _
| thanked the old valet de chambre for his good
advice, which | promised to observe. 'If you go
(said he) to Madrid, you must visit Joseph Navarro,
my nephew, who is clerk of the kitchen to Senor Don
Balthazar de Zuniga, and, | dare sy, a young man
worthy of your friendship, frank, brisk, obliging, and
forward to serve his friends: | wish that he and you
may become acquainted.’ | answered, that | would
not fail to wait on this Joseph Navarro, on my first
arrival & Madrid, whither | was determined to go. |
then quitted the Archbishop's palace, with an intent
never to st foot in it again. If 1 had ill been in
esson of my horse, 1 should have, perhaps st
out immediately for Toledo ; but | had sold him while
| was in favour, bedieving that | should have no
further occadon for his service. | hired a furnished
room, resolving to stay a month at Granada, and then
repair to the Count de Polan.
_As dinner-time approached, | asked of m Iandlzxg
if there was not an eating-house in the neighbourhood;
and she answering that there was an excellent one afew
steps from her house, where there was very good ac-
commodation, and a great ded of company, | made
her show me the place, and going thither alittle after,
was directed into a large hall, which bore some resem-
blance to a refectory. ~ Ten or twelve fat people & a
large table, covered with a dirty cloth, conversing with
one another, while every one afe his own little portion.
My mess was likewise brought, which, a another time,
would, doubtless, have made me regret the table | had
lost: but | was then so much piqued againgt the Arch-
bishop, that the scanty allowance of my esting-house
samad preferable to the good cheer | had enjoyed in
his pdace | condemned a variety of dishes and,
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arguing like the doctor of Valadoh'd,! 'Unhappy are
thoseg

sad | to myself) who frequent such pernicious
tables, where one must continualy be on his guard
against sensudlity, for fear of overloading his ssomach.
Can one et too little ?, In my ill humour, | praised

those very agphorisms | had hitherto very much

neglected.” .
hile | dispatched my commons, without fear of
exceading the bounds of temperance, the Licentiate
Luis Garcias, now become Vicar of Gebia, in the
manner dready related, came into the hal. He no
Sooner. %ercaved me, than he came running to salute
me with the utmost eagerness, or rather with dl the
expressons of excessve joy. He hugged me dose
and | was le|?ed to undergo a very long compliment
on the sarvice | had done him.  He fatigued me with
his demongtrations of gretitude. ' 'Fore gad, my dear
ﬁatron, since | have had the good fortune to meet you
ere, we shan't part without a glass, but as there is
no good wine in this eating-house, | will carry you, if
ou f)leasa after our scanty repadt, to a place where

will treat you with a bottle of fine dry Luceno, and
a glass of fine Muscadine of Foncarrd. We must
cerfainly commit that debauch. | wish | had the
happiness of enjoying you a few days only, a my
aronage of Gabia e you should be received
ike a generous Maecenas, to whom | owe the quiet-
and ey life | leed” = .

While he talked to me in this manner, his alowance
was saved, and he went to- work, without ceasing,
however, to entertain me, a intervals, with somethin
which he thought would flatter my vanity. | laid hol
of this opportunity to spesk hi my turn ;" and as he did
not forget to inquire about his friend the steward, |
made no mystery of my leaving the Archbishop's ser-
vice, | even rdaed to"him the most minute circum-
stances of my disgrace, to which he listened with grest
attention.  After what he had sad to me, who would

1 An aluson to_Sangrado's theory: see Book I,
Chapter i, Val. i, p. 0.
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not have expected to hear him, penetrated with the
most grateful sorrow, exclaim againgt the Archbishop ?
But this was the farthest thing from his thoughts.  He
grew indifferent and pensive, finished his dinner with-
out spesking a word, then rising suddenly from table,
bid me good-bye in a cool manner, and disappeared.
The ungrateful wretch, seeing me no longer in a con-
dition to serve him, spared himsef even the trouble of
concedling his sentiments. | Iaughed a his ingrati-
tude, and looking a him with dl the contempt he
deserved, cdled to him aloud, that | might be heard,
, Holloa! you sage chaplain of nuns, go and give orders
to cool that delicious wine of Luceno, with which you
have promised to regae me!

CHAPTER VI

Oil Blas goes to see a play at Grenada. His astonish-
ment at the sight of one of the actresses, and the
consequences of that event

GARCIAS was no sooner out of the hall than two well-
dressed cavdiers came in and sat down by me: they
began to talk of the players of the Granada company,
and of a new comedy which was then on the stage.
This piece, according to their discourse, made a great
noise in the city; and | resolved to go and see it that
veg day; for | had not been at a play since my arrival
a Granada. As| had amost dl that time lived in the
Archbishop's palace, where that diverson was anathe-
matized, | had taken care not to indulge that pleasure,
but amused mysdf entirely with my mester's ilies.

| repaired, therefore, at the proper time, to the play-
house, where | found anumerous assembly; overheard,
al around me, dissertetions on the piece, before it
began, and observed that everybody undertook to
cificize it.  One person dedared himsdf for, another
against the performance. , Was there ever a better
work composed ? sad one on my right, 'What a
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pitiful style P cried one on my left.  Truly, if there are
al many bad authors, it must be dlowed there are
ill a greater number of wretched critics : and when |
condder the mortifications that dramatic poets must
undergo, | am agonished that there are any so bold
as to brave the ignorance of the multitude, and the
dangerous censure of witlings, who sometimes corrupt
the judgement of the public. )

At length the gracioso™ presented himself to open the
e He was sduted, on his first a?peerance, with
agenerd clap; by which | perceived that he was one
of those spoiled actors, in whom the dplt pardons every-
thing. And, indeed, this player did not spesk one
word, nor perform one gesture, without attracting
gpplause.  The audience made him too sensble of the
pleasure they had in seeing him on the stage; and he
abused their favour accordingly. | perceived that
he sometimes forgot himsdlf in the middle of a scene,
and put their prepossesson in his behdf to too
severe a proof; for they would often have done him
justice had they hi ingead of extolled him to
th(%_ﬁqes likewise a clgpping of hands at th

ere was likewise a ing of hands & the -
ance of some other actgr)é) a%d in par_ti_cularapcl?egw
actress who performed the part of a waiting-woman,
whom, having consdered with attention, no terms can
express my surprise when | recollected in her the
person of Laura, my dear Laura! whom | ill believed
to bein the service of Arseniaat Madrid. | could not
doubt that it was she; her shape, her features, the
sound of her voice, everything assured me that | was
not mistaken.  Nevertheless, as if | had mistrusted the
evidence of my eyes and ears, | asked her name of a
cavdier, whosat by me. ' Hey! (said he) from whence

, The typica comic personage—the figura dd donayre
—af the Spanish sage.  This character’in its compléte
forni was nirgt introddced by Lope de Vega in La Fran-
ceslla, a play which_dates from 1599, or earlier: see
Hugo Albert Kennert, The Life of Lope de Vega (Glasgow,

), 386 N.
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come you ? It ssems you are just arrived, since you
don't know the fair Eddla’

The resemblance was too perfect for me to be de-
ceved by this disguise: | could essily conceive that
Laura, when she changed her condition, had a0
altered her name ; and curious to know her situation—
for the public is generdly pretty well acquainted with
the affairs of persons in her sphere—I begged to know
of the same man if this Estella had not some gallant of
importance. He answered that a Portuguese noble-
man, cdled the Marquis de Maridva, who had been
about two months at Granada, was at a condderable
expense on her account. He might have told me a
ﬁ_reat ded more, if | had not been afraid of fatiguing

im with questions. | was more engrossed by the
news which this cavaier had told me than by the
representation of the play; and if anybody had asked
the subject of the piece,"when | came out, he would
have embarrassed me not a little. | did nothing but
muse upon Laura, or Edtela, and firmly resolved to
go and vidt her next day; though | was not without
anxiety about the reception | should meet with. |
had reason to bdlieve that the sght of me would not
%|eld her much pleasure in this brilliant situation of
her affairs; nay, | imagined that such aﬁood actress,
in order to revenge hersdf upon one with whom she
had certainly cause to be dissatisfied would probabl
disclam his acquaintance. All this did not di e
me from my desgn of going. After a dight repast
(for such only my eeting-house afforded), | went home
éo my lodging, where 1 waited impatiently for next

aY dept little that night, and got up before the sun;
but, as | concluded that a nobleman's mistress would
not be visble so early, |1 spent three or four hours in
dressing, shaving, powdering, and perfuming; resolving
to present mysalf before her in such a condition as
would give her no cause to blush a seeing me again.
| slied out about ten o'clock, and repared to her
lodging, to which | received a direction, at the house
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where the players lived. She possessd the chief
apartment oP aa¥arge house; the door of which bein
to me by a chambermaid, | told her that
wanted to spesk with Dame Egdla  The maid went
in to sgnify my desre, and | immediately heard her
midress pronounce, with a loud voice, ' Who is this
oung man ? what does he want ? Let him comein.'
3y this | concluded that | had chosen an unseasonable
timefor my vist, that her Portuguese lover was present
a her toilét, and that her reason for spesking so loud
was to persuade him that she never received suspected
n%_ My conjecture wes true; the Marquis de
Marialva commonly the morning in her com-
pany ; and | expected a very disagreesble compliment,
wheén this truly original actress seeing me appear, ran
to me with open arms, crying, ' Ah'! my dear brother !
isityou ? And, with thesewords, embraced me severa
times. Then turning_to her gdlant, ' My lord (sad
she), pardon me in yidding to the force of blood m
your presence. After an absence of three years, |
cannot behold a brother, whom | tenderly love, without
%Mng him some marks of my affection. Wel, m
ear Gil Bias (continued she, _ajdrn% me anew),
tel me some news of my family: in what condition
did you leave it ? )

This question embarrassed me a first; but 1 soon
discovered Lauras intention, and seconding her artifice,
anawvered, with an air suited to the scene we had to act,
' Thank heaven, sgter, our parents are in good hedlth.'

| don't doubt (she replied) that you are astonished to
find me an actressat Granadla; but do not condemn me
unheard. Three years ago, as you remember, my
father thought he had sdtled me to advantage, by
giving mein marriage to Captain Don Antonio o,
who carried me from Adturias to Madrid, where he
was born.  Six months after our arrival in that city,
having had an affair of honour brought upon him by his
own violent humour, he killed acavdier, who had taken
it into his head to favour me with some attention.
This gentleman being relaed to persons of great
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c1uality and credit, my husband, who had no interest,
fled into Catalonia, with dl the moneeg and jewes he
could find in the house; embarked at Barcelona,
crossed into Italy, egg ed in the sarvice of the Vene
tians, and at Iastle is life in the Morea, flghtlg
ganst the Turks. In the meantime our land
edate was confiscated, and | had but a very small
jointure left. What could | do in such a troublesome
extremity ? | could not return to Asturias: for what
ﬁurpose go thither ? All the consolation | should
ave recaved from my family would have been no
more than sympathy and condolence.  On the other
hand, 1. had been tdo well educated to be le of
embracing alife of libertinism.  Upon what determina
tion thencould | fix ? | have turned actress to pre-
srve my character.

The Marquis de Marialva, who lost not a word of
the whole discourse, implicitly believed every syllable
of what Don Antonio's widow was pl to utter.
He even joined in the conversation, and asked if | was
in any busness at Granada or dsewhere. | was in
some “doubt, at that ingtant, whether or no | should
tedl a lie; but thinking that unnecessary, | spoke
truth, recounting every circumstance of my enterin
into, and quitting thé Archbishop's serviCe; whic
afforded infinite diversion to the Portuguese nobleman.
Itistrue, that notwithstanding my promise to Melchor,
I made mysdf a little merry & the expense of his
ﬁqace Bt the most divertirig part of the scene wes,
hat Laura, who thought | invented a story in imita-
tion of her, burst out into loud fits of laughter, which
she would have probably spared, had she known that
| did not dissemble. ) ) o .

Having ended my narration, which | finished with
the lodging | had hired, word was brought that dinner
was on the table.  Upon which | would have retired,
in order to go and dine a \r}% egting-house; but
Laura, stoppmg1 me sad, ,Wha do you mean,
brother ? you shdl dine with me: and | ‘won't even

1 This expedition took placein 1634.
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suffer you to live any longer in a hired room ; for |
intend you shal both eat and lodge in my house
Order your baggage to be brought hither this evening,
| have a bed to gpare’

The Portuguese nobleman, who, perhaps, was not
very wdl plessed with this hospitality, addressing
himsdf to Laura, sad, , No, Egela, you have no
convenience for him in these lodgings. “Your brother
seams to be a pretty young fellow; and the advantage
he has in being SO dear to you, interests me in his
favour. | will take him into my service: he shdl be
my favourite secretary, and chief confidant. Let him
not fail to come and deep a my house this very night;
for | will order an apartment to be prepared for the
purpose. | will alow him a salary of four hundred
ducats, and if, in the sequel, | have cause, as | hope
| shdll, to be satisfied with his behaviour, | will put
him in a condition to console himsdf for being too
sincere with the Archbishop.’ )

The acknowledgements which | made to the Marquis
at this juncture, were followed by those of Laura, who
improved upon mine. So saying, he sduted his
theatrical prmo&ﬁ and went away. She led me im-
mediately Into a dost, where seeing hersdf done with
me, , | should burst (cried she), it | wes OUIPGJ to
resg any longer the inclingtion | have to wdgh.'
Then throwing hersdf into an essy chair, and holdin
her ddes she laughed mmoderate_lg, as if she h
los her snes | found it impossible not to follow
her example, and when we had mdul&eed oursglves
aufficiently, , Confess, Gil Bias (sad she), that we
have acted a plessant farce: but | did not expect
such a catastrophe; my desgn being no other than
to provide for you a table and lodging in my house;
which, that | might offer with decency, 1 made thee
pass for my brother. | am ravished that_such a good
post has occurred to thee by accident The Marquis
de Marialva is a generous nobleman, who will even
excead his promise in thy favour. Another (added
she) might not, perhaps, have given such a gracious
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reception to one who quits his friends without bidding
them farewell; but | am one of those good crestures,
who cannot help seeing again, with pleasure, a rogue
whom they have once loved. | candidly acknow-
ledged my impolite behaviour, for which | asked pardon.
She then conducted me into a very handsome dining-
room, where we sat down at table, and, as a waiting-
woman and lackey were present, behaved to one another
like brother and Sster.

Having dined, we went back to the same dostt
where we had conversed together before.  There my
incomparable Laura, giving a loose to dl her naturd
gaety, demanded an account of adl my adventures
ance our separation. | made a faithful recitd of the
whole; and when | had 9grat_lfled her curiogty, she

ave me the same satisfaction, hi recounting the
ollowing history of herself.

CHAPTER VII
The history of Laura

I AM going to relate, as succinctly as | can, by what
accident | embraced the profession of a player.

Great events happened after you left me in such
an honourable manner. My midtress Arsenia, rather
tired than disggusted with the world, renounced the
sage, and carried me with her to a fine estete which
she had bought near Zamora, with the price of her
favours. In this city we soon contracted acquaint-
ance, and going thither, frequently, to pess a day or
two,I came back again, and shut oursdves up in our
cedle,
In one of these small journeys, Don Felix Méa donado,
the corregidor's only son, saw me by accident, and

pening to be pléssed with my appearance, sought

an opportunity oéegoeekmg with me In private, which,

that | may con nothing from thee, | own, wes

facllsllztated by mysdf. He was a cavdier not yet
0
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twenty years old, fair as love himsdf, a mere pattern
in, shape, and gill more engaging by his galant and
generous behaviour, than by his person: for he made
me an offer of a large brilliant, which he had on his
finger, with such a good gracei and pressing entresties,
that | could not, for my soul, refuse it, | did not
such an amiable galant with indifference.
ut what medness is it in Abigails, to attach them-
sves to the young heirs of persons in authority! his
father, the most severe of al corregidors, informed of
our intdligence, made haste to prevent the conse
quences of it, and ordered me to be apprehended by
atroop of aI%uazlls who carried me, regardless of my
cries, 1o the hospital of compasson™.  There, without
any other form of process the superior ordered me
to be gtripped of my ring and dress, and clothed with
a long gown of grey serge, girded about me with a
strap of black leather, from whence a rosary of large
beeds hung down to my heds.  This being performed,
| was conducted into a hdl, where | found an old
monk, of an order that | did not know, who fel a
preaching Eemtence to me, much in the same manner
as Dame Leonarda exhorted thee to patience I'D _the
cavern. He told me that | was very much obliged
to those who caused me to be shut Up in that place,
for they had done me infinite service, in rescuing me
from the snares of the devil. | will frankly own my
ingratitude: far from thinking mysdf beholden to
those who had done me that good office, | loaded
them with imprecations. o
Eight days | passed in afflicting myself; but on
the ninth (for | counted the very minutes), my fate
semed to bear another agpect. Crosing a smdl
court, | met the steward of our house, a person who
ruled with unlimited sway; the superior hersdf was
under his command; and 'he rendered an account of
his stewardship to none but the corregidor, on whom,
done, he depended, and whose entire confidence he

! Or rather, as the trandator explains in a note, the

house of correction.
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enjoyed. His name was Pedro Zendono ; he was born
in the town of Sdsedon, in Biscay, being a tdl, pae,
meagre man, whose figure would have served as an
excdlent pattern for the picture of arank rogue. He
scarce seemed to look at the sisters, and, In short,
thou never sawest such a h)g:ocriticai face, dthough
thou hast lived in an Archbishop's paace.

Wil then (said she), | met this Senor Zendono, who
sop, me, saying, ' Daughter, be comforted, | am
touched with your misfortune’ He sad no more,
but went about his business, leaving me to make what
commentaries | pleased on such alaconic text. As |
believed him to be a good man, | innocently concluded,
that he had taken the trouble of examining into the
cause of my confinement, and finding me not guilty
enough to deserve such unworthy treatment, was
resolved to do me a good office with the corregidor.
I was little acquainted with the Biscayan, who had
c#ite other intentions.  He then revolved in his mind
the scheme of ajourney, which he imparted to me, a
few days after. 'My dear Laura (sad he), | am so
much affected with your sufferings, that | am resolved
to put an end to them immediately. In so doing, |
know | shdl embrace my own ruin; but | am no
longer master of mysdf. | intend to take you out
of prison to-morrow, and conduct you in person to
Madrid; being resolved to sacrifice everything to the
pleasure of being your ddiverer.'

| was ready to swoon with joy, at these words of
Zendono, who judging, by my acknowledgements, that
I longed for nothing so much as liberty, had the im-
pudence to carry me off next day, in sight of every-
body, by the following stratagem. He told the
superior, that he had orders to bring me to the co-
rregidor, who was at a pleasure-house two leaguesfrom
town; and, with the utmost assurance, made me get
into a post-chaise with him, drawn by two good mules,
which he had bought for the purpose, and attended
by no other servants than a vaet, who conducted
the chase, and was entirely devoted to the steward,
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we st out, not for Madrid, as | imagined, but toward
the frontiers of Portugal, where we arrived, before
the corregidor of Zamora could get notice of our flight,
and send the beegles of justice In pursuit of us.

Before we entered Braganza, the Biscayan mede
me put on a suit of men's clothes, which he had the
recaution to provide; and now looking upon me as
airly embarked with him, said to me, at the inn where
we lodged, ' Fair Laura, be not offended with me, for
bringing you into Portugal: for, the corregidor of
Zamora will make search Tor us in our native country,
as two criminals, to whom Spain ought not to afford
a retrest. But (added he) we can shdlter oursalves
from his resentment in this foreign kingdom, athough
it be, a present, under the dominion of the Spanish
monarchy™. Here we shdl, a least, be more secure
than in our own country. Follow, therefore, a man
who adores you; and let us settle at Coimbra, where
| will become a spy for the Holy Office, and under the
shade of that formidable tribunal, our days will
smoothly glide in ease and pleasure.!’

Such a forward pro| ave me to understand,
that | hed to do with a cavdier, who did not choose
to redress the grievances of damsds merely for the

L here states quite correctly that Portugal was
annexed 1o S_Pagn during the period assigned to Lauras
adventures.  This is incompatible with the references to
the King of Portugal in Don Pompeio de Cagtro's story
(Book |1, Chapter Vii., Val, i., pp. 196-203). = The author
himsdf percaved the migtake after publication, and
blandly epolo%zed for it in a preliminary note to his
third volume (1724): o )

, A period has bheen observed in this third volume which
does nat agree with the story of Don Pompeio de Castro
in the firs volume. It there appears that Philip Il has
not dyet conquered Portugal; and here this kingdom is
suddenly seen under the dominion of Philip 111, though
Gil Biagis not much older. Thisisa chronologica error
which the author noticed when too late, but which he
promises to correct present elcy with many others, if anew
edition of hiswork beissu
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glory of knight-errantry. | perceived that he depended
a good ded upon m% ratitude, and ill more upon
my disress Nevertheless, though these two con-
Sderations %ok_e to me in his behaf, | reected his
proposal with disdain. Tis true, indeed, | had two
strong reasons for showing mysdf so reserved: | dis
liked his person, and distrusted his circumstances.
But, when returning to the charge, he offered to wed
me, as a preliminary, and showed me that his steward-
ship had put him in a condition to enjoy himsdf for
a long time, 1 won't deny that | began to listen to
his addresses | was dazzled by the gold and jewels,
which he spread before me, and found, by experience,
that as many metamorphoses are made by interest
as by love. ~ My Biscayan became, gradudly, quite
another man in my eyes: his tall, withered carcass
assumed the form of afine shape; his pae complexion
seemed agreeably fair; and | gave a favourable
appellation to his hypocritical look. | then accepted
his hand, without reluctance, in the face of heaven,
which he cdled to witness our engagement. After
this, he suffered no contradiction on” my part; we
st out again on our travels, and, in a short time,
Coimbra d anew famH%/ within its walls.

My husband purchased for me some handsome
clothes adapted to my own sex, and presented me
with severd diamonds, arno_r}%_wh!chl recollected that
of Don Feix Madonado. is discovery was suffi-
cient to make me conceive how dl the jewels | had
e were acquired, and to persuade me that | had
not maried a scrupulpus observer of the seventh
article of the decalogue”. But, consdering mysdf as
the first cause of his dexterity, | forgave him in my
heart: for a woman will exclse even the bad actions
which her beauty prompts the men to commit; other-
wise, | should have thought him an execrable villain.

| was pretty well satisfied with him, for two or three

! The, seventh article of the decalogue' in the Roman
Catholic arrangement corresponds to the eighth command-
ment in the Authorized Version of the Bible.
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months, during which he behaved in a gallant manner,
and seamed to love me with great tenderness: never-
theless, these marks of affection were false appear-
ances ; for the rogue cheated me at lag.  One morning,
on my return from Mass, | found nothing at home
but bare walls. the whole furniture, with al my
b?g e, was carried off: Zendono, and his faithful
valet, had taken their measures so wdl, that in less
than an hour, the genera pillage of the house had
been begun and finished, in such a manner, that with
the clothes olrglé/_ which | had on my back, and the
ring of Don Fdix, which was luckily on my finger, |
saw mysdf abandoned by an ungrateful wretch, like
another Ariadne, But, |"assure theg, | did not amuse
mysalf with making eegies on my misfortunes, | rather
thanked heaven for having delivered me from such a
wretch, who could not fail, soon or late, to fall into
the hands of justice; and looked upon the days we
had spent together, as so much log time, for which
| would soon make mysdf amends Had | been
desirous of staying in Portugd, and attaching mysdlf
to some lady of fashion, | should not have wanted a
place; but, whether | loved my own country, or was
influenced by the force of destiny, which prepared a
ggter foréune Ifqr rrge here,ellI raolr\]/ed to returgactig
ain; an ing to ajewdler, who gave me r

money for r?%l/[)rxllngg set_oJUI with an old Spanish lady,
who was going in a chaise to Seville

_This person, whose name was Dorothea, had been to
vist one of her rdaions settled a Coimbra, and was
on her return to Seville, where she lived.  There was
such a sympathy between her dispodtion and mine,
that we "becamé friends the very first day of our
journey; and our mutual affection grew so strong on
the road, that, on our arival, the lady would suffer
me to lodge nowhere but in her house. | had no cause
to repent of my acquaintance; for | never knew a
woman of a better character; and one might ill per-
Cceive, her features, and the sparkling of her eyes,
that in her youth many a guitar had been thrummed
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on her account: indeed, she was the widow of severd
noble husbands, and lived in an honourable manner,
on the jointures which she enjoyed.

Among other excelent quaities, she had that of
being very compassonate to unfortunate young
women. When | imparted to her my own story, she
entered warmly into my interests, and bestowed a
thousand curseS on Zendono. , What dogs these men
are! (said she, in a tone that made me guess she had
met with some steward in her way) perfidiouswretches!
| know there are such villains in the world, who divert
themselves in qecavmg women. . What | am plessed
a, my dear child (added she), is that, according to
your relation, you are no longer bound to that per-
jured Biscayan: if your marriage with him was good
enough to secure your reputation; by way of recom-
pensg, it is dso bad enough to permit you to_contract
a better, whenever you can find an opportunity.

| went abroad every day with Dorothes, ether to
church, or to visit; and this being the way to mest
with some adventure soon, | attracted the notice of
severd cavdiers, who, in order to sound the bus
made interest with mv old landlady: but some h
not wherewithal to mate a settlement, and others
were iill minors; so that | 'had not the least desire of
listening to any of them. One day, Dorothea and |
took awhim %omg to seeaplay at Seville; and upon
conaulting the bill, we found that the players intended
to ag(’)slé?i Farrfaa Cé)n‘\n?dla, Eclzgmb§xador de s mismo,
com ope de Vega o

~Among the a:tpre v%o aog?ea’ej on the gage, |
discovered my old friend Phenicia, that jolly merry
wench whom thou hast seen, when she was waiting-
maid to Horimonda, and with whom thou hast some-
times supped a Armenias house. | knew that she
had not in Madrid for two years before, but was

' No pla¥] of this title is known to exist. Possibly
Lesage may have meant El Embajador fmgdo: ¢ Hugo
%tl)m%Rmnat, Life of Lope de Vega (Glaggow, ,
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idq&réormt of her beng an actress  Having an eager
re of embracing her, | found the piece very tedious:
but this might be the fault of the actors, who played
ether too ifl or too well toyiedd me amusement; for
as to me, who am a merry cregture, | own mysdf as
much diverted by a player who is perfectly ridiculous,
as by one who is excellent in hls_vgg/. ) o
At length, the moment | waited for being arrived,
that is, the end of La Famosa Comedia, my widow and
| went behind the scenes, where we perceived Phenicia
acting the cogquette, and ligtening with affectation to
the soft warbling of ayougg bird, which, it seems had
dlowed itsdf to be ensnared by her declamation.  She
no sooner observed me, than quitting her admirer with
a courteous air, she came towards me with open arms,
and loaded me with caresses We expressed our
mutual joy in seeing one another again; but the time
and place not permitting us to launch out into a long
conversation, we deferred it till next day, when we
might discourse together more fully at her lodgings.
he itch of taking is one of the most eeqﬁr passions
of women: | could not close an eye the whole nl%ht,
s0 much did | long to engage Phenicia, and worry her
with questions upon questions. God knows, | was
not lazy in dqettl ng up, to repair to her Iodsg:g?, accord-
ing to the direction she had given me. Ived with
thewhole company in alarge hired house ; which when
| entered, | met a maid-servant, who, when | desired
her to conduct me to Phenicids apartment, showed
meup to a Pdlely, on one sde of which were ten or
Md¥e snglf ((j:gdamggrasd divi ?ed fr(c)im one motgsr ttﬁy
itions s only, and possessd e
pm‘m/ous band. My guide knocked a a door, which
icia, whose tongue itched as well as mine, came:
and opened. Scarce did we alow oursdves time to
gt, before we began to chetter. We had a severe
brush, and uttered in our turns so man?/ interrogations,
thet the questions and replies ed one another
with surprising volubility.
- After having recounted our mutual adventures, and
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reciprocaly informed ourseves of the state of our
affairs, ica asked what | intended to do: |
answvered, that | was resolved (until something better
should oast up) to enter into the service of some young
lady of qudity. 'O fie! (cried my friend) you joke,
sure! Isit ble, my dear, that thou art not yet
disgusted with servitude™ Art thou not tired with
sedng thysdlf subjected to another's will, with humour-
ing the gano&s of a migress, with hearing thyself
reproached, and in one word, with beng a dave ?
Nhy wilt thou not, by my example, embrace a theatrica
life? Nothing can be more convenient for people of
spirit who have neither birth nor fortune ; it is a Situa
tion that holds the middle place between the nobility
and citizens;, an unrestricted condition, free of that
decorum which is so troublesome to society. Our
revenues are paid in ready cash by the public, which
is our bank; we live in continua mirth, and spend
our money aswgdqet it. ) )
, The stage (added she) is pam.cular(ljy favourable
to women: while | lived with llorimonda (I blush at
the remembrance of |'3, | was reduced to the necessity
of ligening to the candle-snuffers of the Prince's cont-
Pany ; not one man of fashion paid the least attention
o my figure. What was the cause of this unimpor-
tance ? T'was not seen: the finest picture has not its
effect, except in a particular light; but snce | have
been placed on my proper estd, that is on the
stage, heavens, what a change has happened! | se
a my heds the gayest youth of al those towns through
which we pass™ "An actress therefore enjoys a grest
ded of plessure in her occupation: if shé is prudent,
| mean, if she favours one ?dlant only a atime, she
has dl the honour imaginable paid to her, her chestity
is applauded, and when she ges her lover, she is
looked upon as a red widow who marries a
husband; nay, if a widow takes a third, she is spoken
of with contempt, and sad to have infringed the
ddicacy of her sex: wheress the actress seams to be
more and more regarded, in proportion to the i gcrease
c
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of her admirers.  After she has gone through a
hundred intrigues, she is sill a morsd for alord.”

~ ' To whom do you talk in this manner ? (sad |,
interrupting her). “ Do you think | am ignorant of
these advantages ? | have often reflected on them,
and they but too much flatter the imagination of such
agirl as me: | even fed an inclination for the stage;
but that aone is not sufficient; talent is absolutely
necessary, and | have none: for when | sometimes
attempted to repest passages of plays before Arsenia,
she always found fault with my performance; so that
| was disgusted at the profession. , Thou art eesly
discouraged (replied Phenicia). Dogt thou not know
that those great actresses are commonly jealous ?
They are afraid (in spite of dl their vanity) of being
ecipsed. In short, | won't take Arsenia's word for
thy incapacity; for she was certainly insincere: nay,
| assure thee, without flatte’¥, that thou art born for
the stage ; thou hast genius, afree and graceful carriage,
a sweet voice, a good chest, and withal a facel ,
baggage, how many cavdiers wilt thou charm, if thou
turnest ectress I' ) )

She plied me with more such seducing discourse,
and made me pronounce some versss, that | mysdf
might judge of my capacity for acting: but when she
heard me, it was quite another case; she overwhelmed
me with applause, and preferred me to dl the actresses
in Madrid. =~ After this, | should have been inexcusable,
had | doubted my own merit. Arsenia sood im-
Peeched, and convicted of envy and insincerity; and

could not help dlowing that | was an admirable
subject.  Two actors, who happened to come in at
that ingtant, and before whom Phenicia obli me
to repest the verses which | had dready recited to her,
were saized with a kind of ecstasy; from which they
no sooner recollected themsdlves, than they loaded me
with prase.  In good eanest, had the three wagered
with one another which of them should applaud me
mod;, they could not have employed more hyperbolical
expressons. My modesty was not proof againgt such
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eulog#ums | began to bdieve mysdf of some value;
and thus my thoughts were turned towards the stage.

' Come on, then, my dear (said | to Phenicia), the
affair isdetermined: | will follow th{ advice, and enter
in the company, provided they think wel of it" My
friend, transported with joy a these words, hug?ed
mein her arms; and her two comrades seemed no less
delighted to find me in these sentiments.  We agreed
that next day | should repair to the theatre in the
morning, and before the whole company assambled
show the same sample of my talent that | had exhibited
to them. If I had acquired the opinion of those
who were at Phenicias lodgings, dl the actorsjudged of
me gill more favourably when | had pronounced about
twenty verses in their” presence. ey received me
very willingly into their company; and then | was
wholly engrossed by my first _a)pearaqce which, that
I might render as gay as possble, | employed upon it
al the money that remained from the sde of my ring;
and thougih I"had not enough to make a superb figure,
| at least Tound means to supply the want of magnifi-
cence by a gented taste in my dress. o

At length'| appeared on the sage for the first time ;
and then, what thundering applause, what eulogiums
was | favoured with ! It is downright modesty, my
friend, to say smply that | ravished the audience;
one must have been” witness of the noise | made at
Seville to believe it. | became the discourse of the
whole city, which, during three weeks, camein crowds
to the play-house in such a manner, that the company,
by this novelty, recaled the public, which had begun
to desat them. | an then in a manner that
charmed everybody; and this was the same thing as if
| had advertised mysdf to be let to the highest bidder.
Twenty cavaiers, of dl ?es outvied one another in
their proffers to me; and if | had followed my own
inclination, | would have chosen him who was young
and handsome: but people of our stamp ought to con-
ault nothing but then, Interest and ambition, when a
settlement is depending.  For this reason, Don Am-
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broso de Nisana, aman aready old and ugly, but rich,
generous, and one of the most powerful noblemen of
Anddusia, had the preference.  True, indeed, | made
him purchase my favours at a good price; he hired for
me a grand house, which he furnished in a very magni-
ficent manner, gave me an ex cook, two lackeys,
achambermaid, and athousand ducats for my monthly
expense, over and above rich clothes and a pretty large
quantity of jewds.

What a change was thisin my fortune! My reason
could not support it; | appeared to mysdf dl of a
sudden quite another person; and | am not surprised
that there are girls who forget in alittle time the mean-
ness and misery from which they are rescued by the
caprice of a man of quality. | will make a sincere
confession; the applause of the Public, the flattering
discourse that | heard from al quarters, and the
passon of Don Ambrosio, ingpired me with sentiments
of vanity that amounted to mere extravagance. | con-
sdered my talent as a patent of nobility ; | assumed
the airs of a woman of quality; and becoming as
covetous as | had before been prodigal of my amiles,
resolved to limit my progpect to dukes, counts, and
marquises only.

Senor de Nisana came to sup a my house every
evening with some of his friends-; and |, on my sde,
took care to invite the most engaging of our actresses:
s0 that we commonly spent the best part of the night
in drinkin% and making merry. | accommodated
mysdf mighty wel to such an agreeable life, which,
however, lagted but sx inonths.  Noblemen are apt
to change, otherwise they would be too amiable. Don
Ambrosio forsook me, for a conquest he had made of
a young cregture from Granada, who had arived at
Saville with some charms, and the tdent of digposng
them to the best advantage. M?/ affliction at his in-
congtancy did not lagt, however, fonger than four-and-
twenty hours. | chose in his room a cavdier of two-
and-twenty, cdled Don Luis de Al , to whom,

! Alcacer=green com.
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in point of person, few Spaniards could be compared.
Thou wilt, doubtless, ask, and thou hast reason o to
do, why | took such ayoung nobleman for my gallant,
when | knew the consequences of such a choice  But,
beddes that Don Luis had neither father nor mother,
and dready enjoyed his edate, | must tell thee that
these consequences are not to be dreaded but by \%rls of
asarvile condition, or unhappy she-adventurers.” Women
of our professon are privileged persons, and not &t al
answerablefor the effects that our charmsproduce, So
much theworsefor thosefamilieswhoseheirswepillage.

Alcacer and | attached ourselves so strongly to one
another, that no mutual passon, | believe, ever equalled
that with which we were inflamed. We loved with s0
much fury, that one would have thought we were both
enchanted: and those who were acquainted with our
correspondence believed us the most happy lovers in
the world; though we were, in reahg/, the most miser-
ade. If Don Luis had a person dtogether amiable,
he was a the same time so jedous, that he afflicted
me incessantly with unjust suspidons. It was in vain
for me to accommodate mysdf to this weskness, to
congrain mysdf so far as not to look upon a man.
His digtrugt, ingenious in finding out crimes to lay to
my charge, rendered my caution atogether €S,
Our mod tender momerits were aways disturbed b
quarrds, which it was impossible to endure, Bot
of us lost our patience, and we broke m a friendly
manner.  Wouldst thou believe it ? we looked upon
the lagt day as the most charming of our commerce.
Equally fatigued with the troubles we had undergone,
we exp the utmost joy in our mutual adieu. ~ We
were like two miserablé Captives, who, after a rude
davery, & lagt recover their freedom.

Since that adventure, | am aways on my guard
agang love. | will no more contract atachments
that may disturb my repose: it does not become
those of ‘our profession to Sigh like other people; and
we ought not to entertain In_private a passon, the
ridicule of which we represent in public.
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About this time, | afforded some employment to
fame, which reported everywhere that | was an in-
imitable actress. On the assurance of this goddess,
the players of Granada wrote to me, proposing that |
should enter into their company; and to let me know
that the proposa was not to be rejected, sent me an
account of their daily expense, and the terms of their
offer; from which 1" concluded that it would be for
my interest to comFIy. | accepted it, therefore;
though, at bottom, | ‘was grieved at parting from
Phenicia and Dorothea, whom | loved as much as one
woman is capable of loving others of her sex. | left
the first busy in melting the plate of a little merchant
?oldsmlth,.who, out of vanity, would have an actress
or his misress | forgot to tell thee that when |
devoted m]yself to the stage, | chanlggd, through whim,
my name .from Laurainto that of Estella, under which
appdlation 1 st out for Granada.
lere my first appearance was no less lucky than at
Seville, and | saw mysdlf at once surrounded by ad-
mirers: but being resdlved to favour none except’in an
honourable way, | behaved to them with so much
reserve, that they were blinded by my affected modesty.
Nevertheless, that | might not bé thé dupe of a conduct
that would be of no service, and which indeed was not
natural tome, | wasgoing to listen to ayoung judge of
the citizen race, who assumes the nobleman by virtue
of his office, a sumptuous table and rich equipage,
when | saw, for thefirsttime, the Marquisde Marialva
This Portuguese lord, who travels through Spain out
of curiodty, stopped on his way at Granada; and
coming to the play one night, when | did not act,
consdered with great attention the actresses who pre-
sented themselves, and found one to his liking.  He
made an acquaintance with her the very next day,
and wasready to concludethe bargain, when | gppeared
on the dage. My figure, and the ars | gave mysdf,
turned the weathercock dl of a sudden; and my
Portuguese atached himsdf to me only. To confess
the truth, as | was not ignorant that my comrade had
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pleased that nobleman, | agoared nothing to deprive her
of her conquest; and | had the good fortune to accom-
plish it. | know that she bears me a grudge for my
success, but | could not help doing it; and she ought
to congder, it is a thing so natural to women, that the
best r:‘nends make no scruple of practising it on one
another.

CHAPTER VIII

The reception which Gil Blas met with from the players
of Granada, and his finding an old acquaintance
behind the scenes

LAURA had no sooner finished her gstory, than an old
actress, who lived in the neighbourhood, came to take
her up in her way to the play-house. This venerable
stage-heroine would have been very proper for playin
the part of the goddess Cotys,. My sister did not fai
to present her brother to this superannuated figure;
u_[gg which, a great many compliments passed on both
s

| left them together, telling the steward's widow
that | would rejoin her a the thestre, as soon as |
ordered my baggage to be carried to the Marquis d&
Mariavas house, to which he gave me a direction. |
went immediately to my own room; from whence, after
having satisfied my landlady, | repaired with a man
who carried my portmanteau, to alarge furnished house
where my new master lodged. | met a the door his
seward, 'who asked me it | was not Dame Edélda
brother; and ngvn my answering in the affirmative,
sad, , Sdior Cavdier, you are very welcome: the
Marquis de Marialva, whose steward [ have the honour
to be, has ordered me to give you a handsome reception.
There is a chamber prepared for you; to which, if you
plesse, | will show you the way.' ~ So saying, he carried

* The Thracian equivalent of Cybele: for the Cotytti
Bee Horace, Epode?%6—59. e yiia
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me to the top of the house, and showed me into a
chamber so amdl, that a very narrow bed, a ched,
and two chairs quitefilledit.  This was my apartment.
, You won't be very much a large in this place ?sad
my guide); but to make you amends, you shdl be
Iod%ed in‘a superb manner at Lisbon.' 1 locked m
portmanteau in my chest, put the key in my pocket,,
and asked at what hour they supped. 1t was answered,
that the Portuguese nobleman kept no table at home,
but gave a certain monthly sum to each domestic for
is board. | put other guestions to him, and learned
that the people belongng to the Marquis were a parcel
of happy duggards.” After a short conversation, |
left the 'steward, to go in quest of Laura, agreeably
erlwgrossed with the presage | had conceived of my new
ace.

As soon as | arrived at the play-house door, and
sad that | was Egtdlas brother, | was immediately
admitted. You might have seen the quards as eager
in making a efor me, asif | had one of the
most consderable noblemen of Granada. All the
servants and door-k s whom | met made me pro-
found bows. But what | wish | could paint to the
reader was my serio-comical reception behind the
soenes, where 1 found the company dl dressed, and
ready to begin. The actors and actresses to whom
Laura presented me poured upon me in shods The
men overwhelmed me with embraces ; and the women,
in their turns, applying their painted faces to mine,
covered it with white and red. ~ Each desirous of being
the first to make their compliment, they dl spoke at
the same time: it was impossible for me to_answer,
but my d9ger came to my asdst and her indefati-
gable fongue did not leave me in debt to anyone.

The embraces of the actors and actresses did not
suffice; for | was adso obliged to undergo the civilities
of the scene-painter, the music, prompter, candle-
snuffer and his deputy; in short, of al the servants
of the theatre, who, on the report of my arrival, came
running to behold me.  One would have thought that
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al these pggPle were foundlings, who never had seen
a brother before.

Meanwhile, the performance began; and some gentle-
men,,who were behind the scenes, ran to their places;
while I, like a child of the house, continued to con-
verse with those of the actors who were not on the
dage. Among these, | heard one caled Melchor: |
wes struck with the name; | consdered with atten-
tion the person who bore it, and imagined | had seen
him somewhere. | a length recollected him to be
Melchor Zapata, that poor stroller, who, gs | have
observed in the first volume of my history”, soaked
crusts of bread in a spring. ) )

Taking him aside accordmglk//i "1 am mistaken (said
) if you are not that Senor Melchor, with whom |
had tne honour to breakfast one day, at the sSde of a
clear soring between Valadolid and Segovia | was
in company with ajourneyman barber; we had some
provisions in a knapsack, which being #]0| ned to youra,
made up a pretty little repast, which was seasoned
with a thousand agreesble sllies’ Zapata having
mused some minutes, answered, ' You mention a cir-
cumstance which | recall without difficulty: | wes
then returning to Zamora, from having made an un-
successful attempt on thestage at Madrid: | remember,
too, that | was in very bad circumstances’ 'I re-
member the same thing (said 1) by this token, that
Kou wore a jacket lined with play-bills. You see |

ave not forgot it, no more than that you complained
a that time of having too chaste a wife! "Oh! |
have no cause to complain of that at present (sad
Zapata with precipitation), egad! my gossp is very
much reformed in that particular; and therefore my
jacket is better lined than formerly.’ o

| was going to congratulate him on his wife's re-
formation, when he was obliged to leave me, in order
to appear upon the dage.  Curious to know his
| made up to an actor, and desired he would show her
to me. This he did, saying, ' There she is; that is

! See Book |1, Chapter viii., Vol. L, pp. 145-147.
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Narcissa, the handsomest of our ladies, your sger
excepted.! | immediately concluded, that this actress
must be shein favour of whom the Marquisde Mariava
had declared himsdlf, before he had seen Eddla.; and
my conjecture was but too true.  When the play was
over, | conducted Laura to her lodging, where | per-
celved several cooks preparing a great entertainment.
, Thou mayst sup here, (said she). 'l won't indeed
(sad 1), the Marquis, perhaps, will choose to be alone
with you' ,0! not a dl (she replied), he is to be
here with two of his friends and one of our gentlemen;
and it is in thy own option to make the sixth. Thou
knowest that, in the houses of actresses, secretaries
have the privilege of eating with their mesters. ' True,
(sad 1), but it would be a little too early for me to
put mysdf on the footing of a favourite secretary. |
must first enjoy his confidence, before | can merit
that_honourable privilege' So sa%i.n , | left her, and
repaired to my eating-house, which | intended to
freﬂuent everyday, snce my mester kept no table
a home.

CHAPTER IX

He supped that evening with an extraordinary man :
an account of what happened between them

| OBSBBVED in the hdl a kind of old monk clothed in
coarse grey cloth, who was &t supper dl done in a
corner.  Sitting down out of curiosity just opposite
to him, | saluted him very civilly, and he showea him-
«df no less polite. My pittance being brought, | an
to dispatch it with a good ded of appetite; and while
| ae in dlence, | frequently looked a this person,
whose eyes | dways found fixed on mine. Fatigued
with his stubborn perseverance in looking a me, |
addressed him in these words: ' Father, have we ever
en one another before ? You obsarve me, as if |
was not atogether unknown to you.'

He answered with great gravity, , My reason for
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fixing my eyes upon you, is to admire the prodigious
variety of adventures which are marked in the fegtures
of your face' 'l see (sad |, with an air of raillery)
that your reverence deds in metoposcopy.” ' | may
boast of possessng that art (replied the monk), and
of having made presages, which have been verified b?/
the event. | am dso skilled in chiromancy, and will
venture to say, that my oracles are infallible, when |
have compared the inspection of the hand with that
of theface'

‘Although this old man had dl the appearance of a
wise person, | thought him so foolish, that | could
not help laughingin hisface. Instead of being offended
he smiled a my impoliteness, and continued spesking
in these words, after having cast his eyes round the
hal, to be assured that nobody listened; 1 am not
surprised to see you o prejudicéd againgt two sciences,
which are looked upon &s frivolous in this age. The
long and painful study which they demand discourages
al the learned men, who renounce and decry them,
out of despair of acquiring them. For my own part,
| am not discouraged by the obscurity in"which they
are shrouded, no more than by the difficulties whicn
incessantly occur in the search of chemical secrets,
anlold in the wonderful art of transmuting metds into
goid. . . :
' But | don't consder (added he, recollecting him-
df) that | ek to a young cavdier, to whom m
discourse must in effect appear quite chimerical.
samPIe of my skill will digpose you much better than
dl | can say, to judge more favourably of my art.
With these words, he took out of his pocket a phia
full of red liquor; and then said: ' Here is an dixir
which | composed this morning of the juice of certain
plants didilled in an aembic; for | have employed
amog dl my life, like Dempcritus, in fmdsljg\g out the
properties of minerals and smples You shdl se its
virtue put to the proof. The wine which we now
drink to supper, t_hou%? it is execrable, shdl become
excdlent” "So'saying, he put into my bottle two drops
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of his eixir, which rendered my wine more ddicious
than the begt that is drank in Spain.

The marvellous strikes the imagination; and when
once that |s.%:1amed, the judgement is no longer used.
Charmed with such afine secret, and persuaded that
he must be more than the devil who could find it out,
| cried in atransport of admiration, , O ! father, pray
pardon me, if | took you at first for an old fool; 1
now do justice to your capacity, and need no more
than | have seen, to be assured, that you could, if you
pleased, convert in an ingtant a bar of iron into an
ingot of gold. How happy should | be, could | possess
such an admirable stience’ ' Heaven preserve you
from such an acquisition (said the old man, interrupt-
ing me with a profound sigh). You don't know, m
son, what a fatal secret you wish for. Insteed ©
envying, rather pity me, for having bestowed so much
pans to make rglyse_lf unhappy. | live in continual
disquiet. | am afraid of being discovered, and that
my labours will be rewarded by perpetua imprison-
ment, In this gpprehension | lead a wandering life,
disguisad sometimes like a priest or monk, and some-
times like a pessant or cavdier. s it then an ad-
vantage to know how to make gold at that price ?
And arenot richesareal punishment for those persons
who cannot enjoy them in tranquillity ? )

This discourse 'seeming to me very sensble, | said
to the sage, ' There is nothlngi like a quiet life: you
give me a disgust at the philosopher's stone; and |
will be contented with learning of you the future events
of my life' , With al my heart, child, answered he,
| have dready made rrc?/ remarks on your features:
let us now s your hand.' | presented it to him with
a confidence that will not do me much honour in the
opinion of some readers; and he having examined it
with great atention, exclaimed in a fit of enthusasm,
, Ah!"what trangtions from grief to joy, and from
joy to grief! What capricious successons of misfor-
tune and prosperity! But you have dready experi-
enced a great ded of these vicisstudes. You have



BOOK VII, CHAPTER IX 53

not a grest many more afflictions to undergo; and a
nobleman will confer upon you an agreseble destiny,
not subject to change,, After having assured me, that
| might depend on this prediction, he bade me fare-
well, and went out of the eating-house, leaving me
quite engrossed with the things which | had heard.
| did not a &l doubt that the Marquis de Marialva
was the nobleman in question; and of conseguence,
nothing seemed more possible than the accomplish-
ment of the oracle. But though | had not seen the
least appearance of probability, | could not have
helped reposing an entire belief in the pretended monk,
s0 much authority had he acquired in my opinion by
his dixir. On my dSdg that | might hasten the
happiness that wes predicted to me, | resolved to
attach mysdf to the Marquis more than | had done
to any of my masters; and having formed this resolu-
tion, 1 retired to our house in a transport of *oy that
| cannot express.  Never did awoman leave a fortune-
teller with more satisfaction.

CHAPTER X

The commission that the Marquis de Marialva gave to
Gil Blas, and the manner in which that Taithful
secretary acquitted himsdlf of it

THE Marquiswas not yet come home from the lodgings
of hisactress, and | found his vaets de chambre playi n?
a primero, in his apartment, expecting his return.

made up to them, and we amused oursalves in making
merry till two o,clock in the morning, when our master
arrived. He was a little surprised to see me, and sad
with a gracious air, which made me guess that he
returned very well satisfied with his evening's plessure,
"How, Gil Bias! not yet abed 7 | answered, that |
was firgt willing to know what orders he had for me.
, | shall, perhaps (he resumed), give you a commisson
to-morrow morning; but it will be time enough then
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to tel you the particulars. Meanwhile, you may g6
to rest; and henceforth remember, that | dispense
with your atendance in the evening, having occasion
for nobody but my valets de chambre.'
After this explanation, which at bottom gave me a
d dedl of pleasure, since it spared me a piece of
bjection which | should have sometimes felt in a
very disagreesble manner, | left the Marquis in his
apartment, and retiring to my garret, went to bed;
but having no inclination to deep, it came into my
head, that | should follow the advice which Pytha
3oras gives us, of recollecting at night &l that we have
one in the day, in order to applaud our good, and
condemn our bad ections.
| did not find my conscience clear enough to be
sdtisfied with my conduct; but reproached mysdf
with having supported the imposture of Laura In
vain did | suggest as an excuse, that | could not in
honour give the lie to a girl, who had nothing in view,
but to do me adpleawre; and that, in some shape, |
found mysdlf under a necessity of being an accomplice
in the cheat. Little satisfied with this apolo%/ I
answered, that | ought not then to have pushed things
so far ; and that | must have a great deal of impudence
to live with a nobleman, whose confidence | o ill
repaid. In short, after a severe examination, | con-
cluded, that if | was not a rogue, | was next Kin to it.
From thence t}:)assmg to the consequences, | repre-
sented to mysdf, that 1 played a very high game, in
deceiving a man of quality,” who, for my sns, would
haps soon discover the trick. A Teflection s0
Judicious terrified me not a little; but the idess of
plessure and interest soon dissipated my fear. Beddes
the prophecy of the man with the dixir would have
been sufficient to remove my doubts. | gave mysdf
up, therefore, to the most agreegble fancies: | formed
new rules of arithmetic, to reckon within mysdf the
sum to which my wages would amount at the end of
ten years sarvice:  To this | added the gratifications
which | should receive from my master ; and measuring
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them by his libera disposition, or rather by my own
desres | had an intemperance of imagination (if |
may be allowed the expression), which st no bounds
to my fortune. | was gradudly lulled by so much
wedlth, and fell adesp, In the very act of building
cadles in Spain. ) _ )

Next day, | got up at eight o'clock in the morning
to go and receive my patron's orders ; but as | opened
my door to go out, | was very much surprised to see
him appear before me dl aone, in his night-cap and
morning-gown. ' Gil Blas (said he), last night, when
| left your sigter, | promised to be with her this morn-
ing ; but an affair of consequence hinders me from
keeping my word. Go and assure her from me, that
I am very much mortified at the disappointment; and
tell her, 1 shal certainly sup with her in the evening.
Thisisnot dl (added he, putting into my hand a purse
with a little shagreen box enriched with diamonds),
carry this my picture to her, and keep this purse of
fifty pistoles; which | give asamark of the friendship
| have aready conceived for you.' | took the picture
with one hand, and the purse | so little deserved with
the other; running instantly to Laura, saying in the
excess of joy with which I was transported, ' Good!
the prediction is visbly accomplishing. What happi-
ness is it to be the brother of such a handsome and
gdlant girl ? What a pity it is that there is not as
much honour as profit and pleasureinit ?

Laura, contrary to the custom of people of her pro-
fesson, being used to rise early, | surprised her a her
toilet; where, in expectation of the Portuguese, she
joined to her natural beauty dl the auxiliary charms
that the art of coquetry could bestow. ~Amigble
Esdla (said | to her whén | entered), the loadstone of
drangers, | may now st at table with my mader,
snce he has honoured me with a commisson which
gives me that prerogative, and of which | come to
acquit mysdlf. He cannot have the pleasure of your
company this morning, as he proposed; but, for your
consolaion, will sup with you at night: and he sends
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you his picture, which to me seems a matter of Hill
Qgrester consolation.' ) ]

| accordingly gave her the box, which, by the bright
sparkling of the diamonds that adorned it, infinitely
rejoiced her eyesight. She opened it, and shutting it
again, after having considered thepainting superficialy,
returned to the sones, whose beaut%_ she extolled,
saying with asmile, , These are copieswhichwewomen
of the stage value more than originds.’

| then told her that the generous Portuguese, when
he entrusted me with the picture, had gratified me
with a purse of fifty pigoles | congratulate thee
upon thy good fortune (said she to me), thisnobleman
begins where others even rarely end.” , To you, my
dear creature (I replied), | owe this present; the
Marquis bestowed it upon me solely on account of my
being your brother.” 1 wish (said she) that he would
glve you as much everyday ; for | cannot express how
ear thou art to me. "The very first moment | saw
thee, | attached mysdf to thee by atie too strong for
time to bresk. When | logt thee at Madrid, | did not
despair of finding thee again ; and yesterday, when |
saw thee, received thee as a man whom fate brought
back to my ams. In aword, my friend, heaven has
degtined usfor one another : thou shalt be my husband ;
but we must first enrich oursdves. | want to have
It_\%vo or three more intrigues to make thee easy for
ife

| thanked her in a polite manner, for the trouble
she intended to take on my account ; and we insengibly
engaged in a conversdtion that lagted till noon.  Then
| retired, to give an account to my master of the
manner in which his present was received : and though
Laura had given me no instructions on that subject,
| did not fal to com by the way a fine compli-
ment, which | intended to 1 in her name. But
when | went home, | was told that the Marquis had
gone out: and it was decreed that | should see him
Qr? more; as may be perceived in reading the following

aoter.
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CHAPTER XI

Gil Blas receives a piece of news, which is like a
thunderbolt to him

| REPAIRED to my esting-house, where meeting two
men of a very agreeable conversation, | dined and sa
a table with them, till it was time to go to the Pl_ay.
Then we parted: they went about therr own affairs,
and | took the road to the theatre. | must observe,
by the by, that | had dl the resson in the world to
be in_good humour; mirth had reigned in my con-
versation with these two dgentlemen; my fortune had
a mogt smiling face; and notwithstanding my spirits
sunk without my knowing the reason, and without
my being able to keep them up. It wes, doubtless, a
presage of the misfortune with which | was threatened.

As| entered the green-room, Melchor Zapata came
to me, and telling me softly to follow him, carried me
into a private place, and addressed me in this manner,
, Senor Cavdier, | think it my du%to ive you a very
important piece of intelligence. You know that the
Marquis de Marialva had, at first, a passon for Nar-
cdssa, my wife; and aready appointed a day to come
and take a dice of my rib, when the artful Esdla
found means to break the bargain, and dlure the
Portuguese nobleman to her own charms.  You may
wel believe, that an actress does not lose such a good
ﬁrey without vexation. My spouse has this affarr at

eart, and is capable of undertaking anything to be
revenged: she has now afair occason. Yederday, if
you remember, dl our servants crowded to see you:
when the under candle-snuffer told some of the com-
pany, that he knew you very well, and that you were
nothing less than Esdlés brother.

, This report (added Melchor) reached the ears of
Narcissa, who did not fail to interrogate the author,
and he has confirmed his assertion, by teling her,
that he knew you as Arsenids vaet, a the same time
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that Egela, under the name of Laura, served that
actress & Madrid. My wife, charmed with this dis-
covery, will impart it to the Marquis do Marialva, who
isto be a the play this evening. Take your measures
accordingly; if you are not actudly Egdlds brother,
| advise you, as a friend, and on account of our old
acquaintance, to provide for Kour safety. Narcissy,
who demands but one victim, has allowed me to give
you this notice, that you may prevent any sinister
accident by immediate flight.'

It would have been superfluous in him to more
of the matter. | thanked the stage-player for his
information, and he eadly perceived, by mal terrified
look, that | was not the man to give the candle-snuffer
the lie. | did not fedl the leadt inclination to depend
upon my effrontery: | was not even tempted to bid
Laura farewell, lest she should have inssted upon my
facing it out. 1 could very wel conceive, that she
was an actress of such sKill, as to be able to extricate
hersdlf out of the dilemma; but | saw nothing except
an infdlible chastisement for me, and | was not so
much in love as to brave it. My sde study being,
ther%fggre, to &wpel % with ergyf housel;l]oldlgods,h | mean
m e | di rom the ouse in a
tw)ilnklin%?gand, witl pt?leé utmost dispatrc):ha,ycajsed my
portmanteau to be transported to the house of a
carrier, who was to set out for Toledo, at three o'clock
next morning. | could have wished to be with the
Count de Polan, whose house seemed my only asylum:
but | was not yet there, and | could not, without the
utmost uneasiness, think on the time | had to stay
in a city, where | was afraid they would search for
me, even in the night.

| did not, for dl that, omit going to supper, a my
egting-house, adthough | was as much disturbed as a
debtor, who knows that there are bailiffs at his heds.
What | ate that evening, did not, | believe, produce
excdlent chyle in my somach. Being the misereble
eport of fear, | examined everybody that came into
the hall; and when, unluckily, any ill-looking fellow
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entered (a common case in these places), | shivered
with dread. Having supped, in the midst of continual
adams, | rose from table, and returned to the carrier's
house, where | threw mysdf on a truss of fresh straw,
and lay till the hour of our departure. )

Meanwhile, my patience was sufficiently exercised.
| was attacked with a thousand disegreeable reflec-
tions: when | chanced to dumber, | beheld the furious
Marquis mangling the fair face of Laura with blow
and demolishing “everything in her house; or hear
him order his servantS to make me perish under the
bagtinado. Then starting, | awokej and though to
wake is usually a great comfort after such a terrible
dream, waking was to me more dreadful than the
dream itsdf. "Happily for me, the carrier ddivered
me from my affliction, by giving me notice that his
mules were ready. | was Immediatdly a-foot, and,
thank heaven ! st out radically cured of chiromancy
and Laura.  In proportion aswe moved from Granada,
my mind resumed its tranquillity; and | began to
enter into conversation with the carrier. | laughed
a some pleasant gtories he recounted, and log, in-
sengbly, dl my fear. | en#.oyed a sound dep at
Ubeda, where ‘'we lay the first night, and on the
fourth arrived at Toledo. o

My first care was to ask a direction for the Count
de Polan's house, whither | repaired, very wel per-
suaded that he would not suffer me to lodge in any
other place: but | reckoned without my host; for
found nobody a home but the housekeeper, who told
me that his master had st out in the evening for the
cadle of Legnra, having receved a message that
Seraphina was dangerous‘!ail)sgi )

| did not expect the nce of the Count, which
diminished the joy | felt in being at Toledo, and
induced me to take another resolution. Finding

Hf 0 near Madrid, | resolved to go thither;
reflecting that | might push mysdf a Court, where
a superior genius, as | had heard, was not absolutely
necessary to make a fortune. The very next day, 1
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took the advantage of a return horse for that capita
of Spain; and fortune conducted me thither in order
to make me act higher parts than those which | had
hitherto performed.

CHAPTER XII

Gil Blas takes lodgings in a house where he contract,
an acquaintance” with Captain Chinchilla. The
character of that officer; with an account of the
affair that brought him to Madrid

ON my first arrival at Madrid, | fixed my habitation
in a house that was let into lodgings, Where lived,
among other people, an old captain, who had come
from the farther end of New Castile, to solicit a Court
for a penson, which he thought he had but too well
deserved.  His name was Don Hannibal de Chinchilla
It was not without astonishment that | beheld him
for the first time, being a man turned of sixty, of a
ﬁlqga’]’[lc stature, and extremely meagre. He wore a
ick moustache, that curled ‘up to™ his temples on
each 9de. Over and above his want of a leg and
am, a large plaster of green slk supplied the place
of one eye; and the scars of many wounds appeared
on his face. These things excepted, he was pretty
much like another man”, ~Besdes, he had a good ded
of understanding, and till mare gravity; was scrupu-
lous in bis mords, and, in particular, piqued himsdf on
his ddlicacy in points of honour. .
After having conversed with him two or three times,
he honoured me with his confidence. | soon became
acquainted with dl his affairs. He recounted to me
on what occasons he had left an eye @ Naples, an

! 5o far as externds are concerned, the original of
Don Hanniba de Chinchilla is sad to have been Marshal
de Rantzau (1609-1650), who, dunrag the course of his
campaigns, recaved sixty-six wounds, and lostan arm, a
leg, aneye, and an ear.



BOOK VII, CHAPTER Xl 61

arm in Lombardy, and a leg in the Low Countries.
What | admired 'in his narration of battles and Seges
was, that not one gasconade escgped him, nor even a
word in his own praise; though | could have W|II|n%Iy
pardoned him for boagting of the haf of himsdf that
remained, as an indemnification for the other half that
he had lost. Those officers who return from the wars
safe and sound are sddom so modest. .

But he told me, the thing that gave him the most
concern was, that he had spent a condderable estate
in his campaigns, so that now his whole fortune was
reduced to about a hundred ducats a year, which
was scarce sufficient to maintain his moustache, clear
his lodging, and pay for the writing his memorias.
" For in short, Senor” Cavalier (added he, shrugging up
his shoulders), | present one, thank God, every day,
without being favoured with the least notice” One
would say, that there is a wager between the Prime
Minigter and me, which of usshal first fail, | in giving,
or he in receiving them. | have dso had the honour
to present severd to his Majesty; but the curate sings
no better than his clerk”; and, Iin the meantime, my
cadtle of Chinchilla sinks into ruins for want of repare
tion.'

' We must d r of nothing (said | to the Captai r]?,
you are now perhaps on the eve of seeing dl your tails
and troubles repaid with interest’ ' 1 ought not to
flatter mysdf with that hope (replied Don Hannibal),

three daK//ls are not yet elz_:pzfé, snce | spoke to one
of the Minister's seoretaries, and, if | may believe
what he sad, | may make mysdf very essy. ' And
pray, what did he say ? gl replied). Did he pretend that
you were not worthy of a recompense? 'Y ou shdl
judge (resumed Chinchilld). The secretary told me,
very plainly, " Magter What-d'ye-cal-'um, don't brag
s0 much of your zed and fiddity. You have done no
more than your duty, in exposng yoursdf to danger

1 A reversa of the proverb quoted by the regidor, who

ed aplan for discovering the stray donkey in Don
%Jl%g(%stte, ParFt) I, Chapter xxv. J i &
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in behdf of your country. The glory done which
attends brave ‘actions, is a sufficient recompense, and
ought to satisfy a Spaniard in particular. ' You must
undeceive yoursdf, therefore, if you look on the
g}r{atlflcatlpn you solicit, as a debt due to your valour.
ovided it be granted to you, you will oweit entirely
to the favour and generogty of the Bang, who is
pleased to think himsdf indebted to those of his subjects
who have distinguished themsdlves in the sarvice of
the State” You see by this &pursu_ed the Captain),
that | am dill in its debt, and that, in dl likelihood,
| sl return asrich as | came’ .
One naturally interests himsdf for a brave man in
advergity. | encouraged him to Persevere and offered
to writé his memorids gratis. | went even so far as
to offer him my purse, and to conjure him to take out
of it what money he wanted. But he was none of
those who never wait for a second invitation on these
occasons  On the contrary, he showed himsdlf very
delicate on this point, and thanked me, in a lofty
manner, for my goodwill. He afterwards told me,
that rather than’be a burden to anybody, he had accus-
tomed himsdf, by degrees to live 0 frugaly, that
the least nouri shment was sufficient for his subgstence.
This was but too true: his whole food consged of
leeks and onions; and, therefore, he was nothing but
kin and bone. That he might have no witness of his
wretched repest, he used to lock himsdf up in his
chamber at meds. | obtained of him, however, by
dint of entreaty, that we should dine and sup together;
and deceiving his pride 3y_an |n?en|ous compassion;
ordered more victuas and liquor than | had occason
for, to be brought, and urged him to eat and drink.
At first he sood upon ceremony, but a length he
yidded to my entregties. After which, becoming
insensibly more bold, he, of himsdf, asssted me in
clearing my plate, and emptying my bottle.
~When hé had drank four or fivedraughts, and recon-
cled his somach to good nourishment: ' Truly (sad
he, with an air of gaiety) you are very bewitching,
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Sdfior Gil Blas, you make me do what you please;
our behaviour divests me of al fear of ng your
eficent dlgjostlon.' My Captain, at that time,
seemed so well rid of his shame, that if | had lad
hold of the opportunity of pressing him agan to
gacceg my purse, | believe he would not have refused
it. But 1 did not put him to the trial; contentmﬁ
sf with having made him my messmeate, and witl
taking the trouble not only of writing his memorids,
but dso of hel plerag him to com them. By means
of having copied homilies, | had learned to turn a
period, and was become a kind of author. The old
officer, on his part, piqued himsdf on his knowledge
in composition: S0 that exerting oursalves together,
through emulation, we produced morsds of eoquence,
worthy of the most celebrated masters of Salamanca
But in vain did each of us exhaust his genius in
sowing flowers of rhetoric in those memorials; it wes
no befter, as the saying is than sowing them on sand.
Whatever expedient we fell upon to enhance the
svices of Don Hanniba, the Court paid no regard
to it. A circumstance that did not a &l engage the
old invalid to make theeuloglum of those officers, who
ruin themsaves in the field. In his bad humour, he
cursad his fate, and wished Naples, Lombardy, and the
Low Countries a the devil.

To complete his mortification, it happened one day,
that, under his very nose a pod, introduced by the
Duke of Alva, having rehearsed, in the presence, an
ode on the birth of an Infanta, was gratified with a
pension of fivehundred ducats, | believe the maimed
Captain would have run mad on this occasion, had |
not been at great dpans to recompose him. ' What is
the matter ? (sad |, seeing him %Ite beside himsalf)
there is nothing in this that ought to give you un-
edness  Has it not been the privilege of poets time
immemoria, to make Princes pay tribute to the muse ?
There is not a crowned head in the world, that does

! Llorentewill haveit that the referenceis to the birth
of the InfantaMargarita(May 24, 1610).



64 GIL BLAS DE SANTILLANA

not gratify one of those %mtlemen with a pension:
and, een you and me, these sorts of rewards being
generdly transmitted to the knowledge of podterity,
immortdize the liberdity of Kings; whereasthe other
recompenses which they ‘bestow, are often but so much
loss of their reputation. How many rewards did
Augustus dispense ? How many péndons did he
rant, of which we have not the least intimation ?
ut the most remote posterity will aways know, as
we do, that Virgil recelved near two hundred thousand
crowns from the bounty of that Emperor.’ .
Notwithstanding al [ could say to Don Hannibal,
the fruits of the ode stuck in his stomach like lead;
and as he could not digest it, he resolved to abandon
the whole of his pursuit. But firdt, being willing, as
his last effort, to present one other memoria to the
Duke of Lerma, we went together to the house of
that Prime Minister, where we met a young man, who
having sdluted the Captain, said to him, with an affec-
tionate air, ' My dear old master, is it you ? what
affair has brogfght you hither ? If you have occason
for a person of interest with his highness, pray com-
mand ‘me; | offer you my offices’ ~, How,
Pedrillo ! (replied the Captain) to hear you talk, one
would imagine you enjoy some important post in this
family. , T have, at least (answered the young man),
power enough to be of service to an honest country
gentleman like you." ' If that be the case (sad the
officer, with a smile), | have recourse to your protec-
tion , Tis granted (resumed Pedrillo). Let me know
what is the busness, and | promise you shal get some
snips out of the Minigter.’ . ) .
We had no sooner communicated the affair to this
benevolent young fellow, than he asked where Don
Hannibal Iodied; in which being satisfied, he assured
us, that we should hear of him next day; and then
! Francisco Gomez de Rojas y Sandoval (1555 _?-166253,
Marquess of Denia, was created” Duke of Lerma in 1699,
He was Philip I11's political adviser till 1618, and proved
himsdf amost corrupt and incompetent Minister.
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dissppeared, without giving us the least hint of what
he intended to do, or even telling us whether or no he
belonged to the Duke of Lerma. | was curious to
know who this Pedrillo was, that seemed so sprightly.
'He is a young fellow (said the Captain) who served
me some years ago, and who, seeing me in want, left
me to go in quest of a better place. | don't blame him
for that: it is very natural for one to change for the
better. Heis awag who does not want understanding,
and is as intriguing as the devil: but in spiteof al his
art, | don't depend a great deal upon the zea which
he has expressed m my behalf.! ' Who knows (said 1)
but he may be of someuse ? If he bedongs, for example,
to some one of the Duke's principal officers, he may
have it in his power to do you service.  You are not
ignorant that everything is carried, among the grest,
by caba and intrigue; that they have favourite
domegtics, who lead them by the nose; and that
these again, in ther turn, are governed by their own
vaets!'

Next morning, Pedrillo coming to our lodgings,
, Gentlemen (sad he), if | did not explain mysaf
yesterday, as to the means | have of serving Captain
Chinchilla, it was, because we were not in a place
proper for such an explanation. Besdes, | was willing
to sound the busness before | disclosed it to you.
You must know, then, that | am the lackey and con-
fidant of Senor Rodrigo de Cdderon, the Duke of
Lermasfirst secretary’. My master, who isvery much
addicted to gallantry, sups every evening with an
Aragonian nightingale, that he keeps encaged near the
Court. She is a very handsome girl, from Albarazin,
of good understanding, and sings to admiration; there-
fore she is cdled Senora Sirena. As | carry a billet-
doux to her every morning, | have just now seen her;
| have proposed that she shdl make Don Hanniba
pass for her uncle, and, on that suppostion, engage

! Rodrigp Calderon, afterwards Marquis de Siete
Igla’as, was Lermas lieutenant, and was no less corrupt,
tl ?‘é?h perhaps more competent, than his chief.
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her galant to protect him. She is willing to under-
take the affair; for, besdes the small advantage she
foresees in it for herself, she will be extremely glad
to be thought the niece of a brave gentleman.’

Sdior de Chinchilla made wry faces a this pro-
posal, and expressed a reluctancé in making himsdlf
an accomplice of such a prank; and gill more, in
suffering a she-adventurer to dishonour his family, by
saying she belonged to it. He was disgusted & i,
not only on account of himself, but dso perceived in
it (if 1 may be alowed the expression) a retro-active
ignominy upon all hisancestors.  This delicacy seemed
very ungeasonable to Pedrillo, who being shocked at
it, exclamed, 'Youtjest, sure, to take it in that view !
You are such a set of people, ggnu cottage squires, your
vanity is quite ridiculous. or Cavalier (he pur-
sued, addressing himself to me), are you not surprised
at the scruples he makes ? ad! 1t is a fine thing
indeed to stand on such punctilios a Court!  For-
tune is never neglected there, whatever shape it
assumes,, ) .

| approved of what Pedrillo said, and we harangued
the Captain so successfully, that we prevailed upon
him, in spite of himself, "to become Srenas uncle
When we had gained this victory over his pride, we
laid &l our three heads tcg_ether, in order to compose a
new memoria for the Minigter, and it was revised,
augmented, and corrected accordingly. | then wrote
it out fair, and Pedrillo carried it to the Aragonian
Iajg,mvg/ho, that very evening, put it into the hands
ot r Don Rodrigo, to whom she spoke in such a
manner, that the secretary believing her really the

tain's niece, promised to exert himsdlf in hia behalf.
A Tew days after, we saw the effect of this our work.
Pedrillo came to our Iodgln_g with an ar of triumph:
, Good news (said he to Chinchilla); the King is goin
to make a distribution of governments benefices, an
pensions, in which you shal not be forgot. But | am
ordered to ask what present you intend to make to
Sirena As for my own part, | declare I'll have
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nothing a al. | prefer the pleasure of having con-
tributed towards bettering my old master's fortune,
to dl the gold in the world. "But this is not the case
with our nymph of Albarazin : she is a little Jewishly
inclined, when the business is to oblige her neighbour
she would take money of her own father; so you may
judge if she will refuse it from a pretended uncle.’
'Let her mention her demand (replied Don Han-
niba), she shdl, if she pleases, have yearly one-third
of the pension | obtain; and that ought to satisfy
her, if the whole revenues of his Catholic Majesty
were concerned in the bargain.’ ' For my own’ part
(replied Don Rodrigo's Mercury?(, | would cheerfully
rely upon your word because I know the value of if;
but you have to do with a little creature, who is
naturally distrustful. Besides, she would much rather
have, once for dl, two-thirds of the product advanced
in ready money." ' Where the devil does she think |
shdl findit ? (criedthe officer, hastily interrupting him).
Does she think | am a State-Treasurer ? It seems you
have not made her acquainted with my situation.'
" Pardon me (replied Pedrillo), she knows very wdl
that you are as poor as Job: after what | have told
her, she cannot be ignorant of your circumstances.
But don't give yoursdf any trouble about the matter,
| am a man fertile in expedients. | know an old
rogue of a lawyer, who takes pleasure in lending his
money at ten per cent. You shal make an assgn-
ment, with security to him, before a notary, of the
first year of your pension, for the like sum, which you
shall “acknowledge to have received from him, and
which you will touch in effect, the interest included.
With régard to the security, the lender will be con-
tented with your cagtle of Chinchilla, such as it is;
S0 that we shall have no dispute upon that score!
The Captain protested that he would t of the
conditions, if he should be lucky enough to have any
share hi the favours which were to be distributed next
day. And he was not disappointed; being gratified
with a pension of three hundred pigtoles on a certain
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government. As soon as he understood this piece of
news, he gave dl the security that was demanded,
transacted his little affairs, and returned to New Cadlile,
with some pigtoles in his pocket.

CHAPTER X111

Gil Blas meets his dear friend Fdbricio at Court; their
mutual joy; they repair together to a certain place,
where a curious conversation happens between them

| CONTBACTED a custom of going every morning to
Court, where | commonly spent two or three hours,
in seeing the grandees pass and repass, though they
appeared there without that splendour which sur-
rounds them in other places.

Oneday as| waked to and fro, and strutted through
the apartments, making, like many others, a foolish
figure enough, | perceived Fabricio, whom | had left
a Vadladolid, in the service of a hospital director.
What agtonished me was, that he talked familiarly to
the Duke of Medina Sidonia, and the Marquis de Santa
Cruz. Nay, these two noblemen seemed to listen to
him with pleasure, and he was as well dressed as a
man of quality. , Am | not migeken 7 sad | to
myself.  Can this be the son of Barber Nunez ?
Perhaps it is some young courtier, who resembles him.'
| did not long remain in doubt: the noblemen went
awvay, and | accosted Fabricio. He knew me at first
sight; and after having made me squeeze through the
crowd with him, to get out of the apartments, ' My
dear Gil Bias (said he, embracing me), | am rgjoiced
to sseyou again.  How art thou employed at Madrid ?
art thou «ill in service ? or hast thou some post at
Court ? Give me an account of dl that has happened
to thee, since thy precipitate retrest from Valladolid/
' You ask me a grest many questions a once (sad 1),
and we are not how in a proper place to relate adven-
tures ' Thou art in the right (he replied), we shdl
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be more at liberty in my lodgings. Come, | will show
you the way; it is not far from hence. | am quite
my own madter, ag?reeebly lodged, perfectly essy in
my circumstances;, 1 am contented with my situation,
and happy, because | think mysdlf so.' o

I ed the proposa, and followed Fabricio, who
s}%oped ore a very fine house, where he told me he
looged. We crossed a court, where, on one Side, there
was a grest daircase that led to very superb apart-
ments, and on the other a small flight, equally dark
and narrow, by which we ascended to the lodging he
had so much extolled. It congsted of one room only,
which my ingenious friend had divided into four, by
thin dedl "boards. » The first served as an antechamber
to the second, where he lay; he had made a closet of
the third, and a kitchen of the las. The chamber
and antechamber were lined with maps, and theses of
philosophy, and the furniture was suitable to this kind
of hanging; consisting of a large brocade bed, very
much worn, old chairs covered with yellow serge, gar-
nished with a fringe of Granada Slk of the same
colour; a table with gilt feet, covered with leather
that seemed to have been red once, and bordered with a
tinsdl fringe become black by the lapse of time ; with an
ebony cupboard, adorned with figures coarsely carved.
He had in his closet alittle table, instead of a bureau ;
and his library was composed of some books, with
severd bundles of paper lying on shelves, placed above
one another, dong the wal.” His kitchen, which was
conformable to the rest, contained some earthenware,
and other necessary utensils . ) )

Febricio, after having given me time to consider his
apartment, said, ' What dost thou think of my Iodgmg
and economy ? aint thou enchanted with them 7
" Yes faith (I replied, smlllr&g), | am 0. Thou must
have certainly played thy cards well at Madrid, to be so
well furnished. "Thou, doubtless, enjoyest some post.
, Heaven forbid! (replied he) the bushness | fallow is
above dl employments whatever. A man of fashion,
to whom this house belongs, gave me a room, which
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| have divided into four, and furnished, as thou sees.
| meddle with nothing but what gives me pleasure, and
feel not the cravings of necessty.’ 'Pray be more
explicit (sad |, interrupting him), you irritate the
desire | have of knowing what you do." 'Wdl (sad
he), thou shat be satisfied. | am turned author, and
have commenced wit; | write in verse as well as in
prose, and am equaly good at everything.'

, Thou a favourite of Apollo! (cried |, Iaughingi).
This is what |1 never could have divined. | should
have been much less surprised to have found theein a
quite contrary situation. What charms couldst thou
find in the condition of apoet ? Methinks these people
are commonly despised m civil life, and are far from
having an established ordinary." 'Ofie! (cried hein
his turn) thou talkest of those miserable authors, whose
works are the refuse of libraries and players. Isit to
be wondered at, that such writers are not esteemed ?
But good authors, my friend, are on a better footing
in the world; and | may say, without vanity, that |

am one of that number.! 1 don't a al doubt it
(said I), thou art a young fellow of excelent genius.
That which is composed by thee cannot be bad. Al

that | am a a loss to know is how thou wast first
sized with the rage of rhyme!’

' Thy surprise is just (replied Nunez); | was so well
satisfied with my situation while in the service of Don
Manuel Ordonez, that | did not so much as wish for
any other. But my genius rising by degrees, like that
of Plautus, above servitude, | composed a comedy,
which was acted by the company who performed at
Vadladolid. Although it was not worth a fig, it met
with great success. from whence | concluded that the
public was a good milch cow, which eesly parted with
Its store.  This reflection, joined to the furious desire
of composing new pieces, detached me from the hos-
pita. The love of poetry banished my passon for
riches ; and resolving to repair to Madrid, as the centre
of wit, in order to form my teste, | demanded my
dismisson from the director, who did not grant it



BOOK VII, CHAPTER XIlII 71

without regret, so much affection had he conceived
for me. " Fabricio (said he), hast thou any cause to
be disstisfied 7* " No, gr (I replied); you are the
best of masters; and | am penetrated with your gene-
rosity. But, you know, one must follow his destiny.
| find | am born to eternize my name by works of
genius” " What folly possesses thee! (resumed the
good citizen) thou hast aready taken root in the hos-
pital, and art of that kind of wood of which stewards
and even directorsaremade. Thou art going to leave
what is solid, in order to emPon thysdlf In trifles;
%Sjldthou wilt soon repent of thy imprudence, my

ild."

' The director seeing that he opposed my design to
no purpose, paid my wages, and over and above, made
me a present of fifty ducats, as a recompense for my
faithful services: so, that with this, and what | found
means to glean in_the little commisdons that were
entrusted to my integrity, | was in a condition,
on my arrival a Madrid, to appesr in a very hand-
some manner.  This | failed not to do; though the
writers of our nation don't much pique themselves on
their neat appearance. | soon became acquainted with
Lope de Vega, Miguel Cervantes de Saavedra’, and
other famous authors; but in preference to these grest
men, | chose for my preceptor, a young bachelor 6f
Cérdova, the incomparable Don Luis de (6ngora, the
finest genius that ever Spain produced”. He will
not alow his works to be printed in his lifetime, but
contents himsalf with reading them to his friends; and,
what is very remarkable, nature has endowed himwith
the rare taent of succeeding in dl kinds of poetry.
He chiefly excels in satire, which is indeed his main

1 . . .
Lope Fdix de Vega Carpio, the grestest of Spanish
drgma_npstta wasborn |er91562 g"nd died % 1635.
~Miguel Cervantes de Saavedra, the author of Don
Quixote, was born in 1547 and died in 1616,
Gongora was born in 1561 and died in 1627, He was,
therefore, not a young bachelor, but a man of fifty, when
Fabricio took him for'a modd.
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srength.  He is not (like Lucilius)® a muddy river
that sweeps aong with it abundance of slime; but
rather like the Tagus, that rolls over golden sands its
limpid streem.! ' Thou drawest (said | to Fabricio)
an agreeable picture of this same bachelor; and |
don't doubt that a person of such merit has a gresat
number of envious enemies' , All our authors (he
replied), good as well as bad, inveigh bitterly against
him. He ddights, says one, in bombast, points,
metaphors, and trangpodstion. His verses saith
another, are as obscure as those which the Sdian
priests sang in their processons, and which nobody
understood. Others again find fault with his com-
posing sometimes sonnets or _romances, sometimes
comedies, sanzas, and acrostics?; asif he had foolishly
undertaken to edipse dl the great masters in ther
own different ways. But dl these efforts of jealousy
are baffled by a muse that is cherished by all ranks
of people, from the highest to the lowest.

"It was under this skilful master that | served my
apprenticeship, and | dare say it has appeared : for,
| have so happily imbibed his genius, that | have
dready composed some detached pieces which he
would not blush to father. | offer my ware (ac-
cording to his example), in the houses of the great,
where | am wonderfully well received, and have to
do with people who are not difficult to pleese. 'Tis
true, indeed, my successful beginning has been of no
disservice to my later compostions. In short, | am
beloved by severa noblemen, and in particular, live
with the Duke of Medina Sdonia, as Horace once
lived with Maecenas. You see (added Fabricio), in
what manner | was metamorphosed into an author.

! This Latin satirist flourished between 180-103 B.C.

2 Letrilles m the origina. Gongoras letrillas bear no
resemblance to acrostics, but a satisfactory English
equivalent is not eesily to be found. G6ngora’s dramatic
essays were few and unsuccessful; the sole survivin

imens are Las Firmezas de Isabel, and fragments o
the Comedia Venatoria and Doctor Carlino.
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| have nothing d<e to relate; <o, that it is now thy
turln, G|I£|as todrdllease Ejhy exploits' rivial
0 accordingly, and ‘suppressing every trivi
cirqurggqmce, gave %Xn the dggl heng desisgj/: after
which, it being dinner-time, he took out of his ebony
cupboard a couple of napkins, some bread, the remains
of a shoulder of roast mutton, a bottle of excellent
wine, and we sa down to table, with dl the gaje_tly of
two friends who meet after a long sgparat!on. , Thou
4 (said he) my free and independent life: | might,
if 1 would, go and dine everyday with the people of
quality; but, besdes that the poetic inclination keeps
me offentimes at home, | am a sort of an Aristippus,
and can equalalfy accommodate mysdlf to comP_any an
solitude, to affluence and frugality.” We liked the
wine so wdl, that there was a necessity of takin
another bottle from the store; and towards the en
of the repadt, | expressed a desire of seeing some of
his productions. He immediately searched among his
papers for a sonnet, which he read aloud with great
emphass. Nevertheless, in spite of the charms of his
reading, | found the performance so obscure, that |
could ‘not comprehend the meaning of one syllable.
Perceiving my ignorance, , This sonnet (said hez does
not seem very clear to thy apJJrehenspn: isitnot so ?
| owned to him, that | could have wished it had been
more plain.  Upon which, he fell a_-Iaughmg a my
expense. ' If thissonnet (he resumed) isnot intelligiblé,
s0 much the better. The natural ‘and smple won't
do for sonnets, odes, and other works that require the
sublime.  The sole merit of these isin their obscurity ;
and it is sufficient if the poet himself thinks he under-
gands them." ' You joke, friend (sad |, interrupting
him), sense and perspicuity ought to be ingredients
in of dl kinds whatevér; and if thy incompa
rable G6ngora writes not more lE)Ianly than thou dogt,
| confess my opinion of him sinks He must be
a poet who can never deceive any other age than his
own. Let us now have a spedmen of thy prose’
Hereupon, Nunez produced a preface, which D(%e sad)
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he intended to prefix to a collection of comedies that
he had then in the press; and having read it, asked
my opinion. , | am (said 1) no better pleased with
thy prose than with thy ry. Thy sonnet is a piece
of verbose fustian; and thy preface is composed of
far-fetched expressons, words that have not the public
stamﬁj_, perplexed Phrases in a word, thy style is qu,ite
peculiar to thyself; and the books of our best authors,
ancient as well as modern, are written in a quite
different manner." , Poor ignoramus! (cried Pabricio)
thou dogt not know, then, that every prosaic writer
who now aspires &t the reputation cxf a delicate pen
affects that singularity of style, and those odd expres-
gons which shock thee so"much. There are of us
five or six bold innovators who have undertaken to
make a thorough change in the language; and we will
accomplish it ?please God) in spite of Lope de Vega,
Cervantes, and al the fine geniuseswho cavil a our new
modes of speech. We are seconded by a number of
Parfu&an_s of distinction, and have even some theo-
ogiansin our cabal". o

, After al (added he), our design is commendable;
and, prejudice apart, we are more vauable than those
natural writers, who spesk like the common run of
mankind. | don't know for what reason they are
eteemed by so many persons of honour. Their
manner was proper enough at Athens, or Rome, where
there was no distinction in point of speaking; so that
Socrates said to Alcibiades, the people was an excdllent
schoolmaster: but at Madrid we have both a good
and bad language, and our courtiers express them-
sves quite otherwise than our citizens, believe me
In short, our new style overtops that of our antagonists.
| will, by one example, make thee perceive the differ-
ence between the _[gi]mtlhty of our diction, and the fla-
nes of thers ey would say quite plainly (for

! LE% is believed to refer to Isaeo bﬁ)h Bemiyer
&1681—17 , who joined the Jesuit order on November 4,
697 ;_he obtaned a certain notoriety by the vapid

preciosity of his Histoire du peuple de Diéu (1728).
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ingtance), " Interludes embellish a comedy." While
we with more spirit, would pronounce—" Interludes
creste beauty in a comedy." Take notice of that,
" Cregte beauty." Dog thou perceve dl the bril-
liancy, al the ddicacy, dl the preitiness of the ex-
pression 7 . .

| interrupted n&y innovator with a loud laugh
' Go, Fabncio (said 1), thou art quite an origina with
this thy Breuouslangu e’ , And thou (answered he)
art no_Dbetter than a , with thy natura gsyle.
Go (said he, repeating the words of the Archbishop
of Granada), go and tell my treasurer to give you a
hundred ducats; and heaven direct you with that
sum; adieu, Mr. Gil Bias, | wish you a great ded of
good fortune, with a little more taste. -

| redoubled my mirth at this sdly, and Fabricio
forgiving mefor having spoken so irreverently of his
writings, lost nothing” of his good humour. We
finished our second bottle, and getting up from table
in apretty good trim, went out with a design to walk
in the Prado ; but passng by the door of atavern, we
took it in our heads to go in.

This place was usudly frequented by good com-
pany : and | observed in two separate halls a great
many cavaiers amusing themselves in different diver-
sons In one, they played at draughts and primero;
and in the other, ten or twelve persons were Ilstggg
very attentively to a dispute between two prof
wits.  We had no occasion to go near them, in order
to learn that a metaphysica proposition was the sub-
ject of their dispute: for, they talked with such warmth
and transport, that they looked like people possessed.
| imagine if Eleazar's, ring had been put under their
noses, we should have seen devils issue with ther
breath. ' Good God ! (said | to my companion) what

on ! what lungs! These disputants were certainly
orn to be public criers.  The greatest part of man-
kind are misplaced.,, ' Yes, truly (he replied); these

' A conjurer who professed to cast out devils ; he per-
formed some of his tricks before the Emperor Vespasian.
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people seem to be of the race of Noviua, that Roman
banker, whose voice exceeded the noise of carmen'.
But (added he), what gives me the greatest disgust
at their discourse, is, that our ears are stunned to no
purpose’ We removed a a distance from those
vociferous metaphysicians, and by that expedient, |
prevented a violent headache which had begun,to
sizeme. We went and sat down in the corner of the
other hall, \vhence, while we drank refreshing liquors,
we examined the cavaliers as they came in and went
out; as Nunez knew amost al of them. , Egad!
(cried he) the dispute of our philosophers won't be
soon over: here are fresh reinforcements arriving:
these three men will engage m the fray. But seest
thou these two originds going out ? That little,
swarthy, withered creature, whose lank straight hair
falls down in equal portions before and behind, is
caled Don Julian de Villanuno; and is a young judge
who affects the beau: one of my friends and | going
to dme with him t'other day, surprised him in a pretty
singular occupation. He was diverting himsdf in his
clost, by throwing away the writings of a process, of
which he is to make a report, and making a grey-
hound bring them back again to him; while the dog
tore them to pieces very handsomely. The name of
that licentiate with the copper nose, who accompanies
him, is Don Cherubin Tonto®, a canon of the church
of Toledo, the weakest mortal in the world; though
by his sprightly smiling air, you would imagine he had
a great dea of wit. He has bright sparkling eyes
with an arch malicious sneer; so that one would be
apt to think him a wag. When he hears a ddlicate
performance read, he listens with such attention as
sems full of understanding, and dl the while com-
prehends nothing at al of the matter. He dined with
us a the judge's house, where an infinite number of
witty things were said: but he spoke never a word,

. This bawling usurer is mentioned by Horace, Satires,

Ly

i.
Tonto=booby.
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though he applauded them with grimaces and gestures
that seemed even superior to the sdlies that we
uttered.,

' Dogt thou know (said | to Nunez) these two shabby
fellows, who, with their elbows on the table, st in a
corner, and converse together in whispers?  , No
(said he), their faces are quite unknown to me; but
in al likelihood, they are coffee-house politicians1
who censure the Government. Mind that gented
cavaier who whistles as he walks through the hall,
and supports himself sometimes on one foot, some-
times on another : that is Don Agustin Moreto, ayoung
poet who was born with some genius, but flatterers and
ignorant people have amost turned his brain>. The
man whom he accosts is one of his confederates, who
is dso moonstruck, and rhymes in prose.

, More authors still! (cried he, showing me two well-
dressed men coming in) one would think they had
made a rendezvous here, to pass in review before thee.
These are Don Bernard D@Ienguado? and Don Se
bastian de Villaviciosa®. The first is a genius full of
gdl, an author born under the planet Saturn, a mali-
cious mortal, whose pleasure conssts in hating dl the
world, and is himsdf beloved by nobody. Asfor Don
Sebadtian, he is a young fellow of candour, who will let
nothing lie upon his conscience; he lately brought a
performance on the stage, which had an extraordinary

! Politiques de cafi; but the use of coffeewas not general
in Europetill after the period in which the sceneis laid.
Agustin Moreto ?'/I Cavana (1618-1659), a Spanish
dramatist, famous for his skill in recasting the works of his
predecessors. From Moreto's El Desden con & deaden Moliere
derived La Pnncesse d'Mide; from La tia y la sobrina
Thomas Corneille derived Le Baron d'Albirac; and, at
the wg%eﬁion itissaid) of Charles I1, John Crowne based
hIS3Sr ourtly Nice on El Undo Don Diego.
Deslenguado=free of speech, foul-mouthed.
4 A court-dramatist prominent in the reﬁn of PhilipIV.
Cuantas veo tantas quiero, written in collaboration with
Francisco de Avellaneda de la Cuevay Guerra, is perhaps
the best remembered of his plays.
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run; and now he has printed it, that he may no longer
abuse the esteem of the public! . .

The charitable pupil of Géngora was going on in
explaini nghthe.ﬂgureﬁ of this picture, which shifted so
often to the view; when a gentleman belonging to the
Duke of Medina Sidonia, came and interrupted him,
_saylng, " Senor Don Fabricio, | was looking for you,
in order to let you know that his grace would spesk
with you immediately, a his own house! Nunez,
who knew that a grandee's wishes cannot be too soon
satisfied, quitted me in a trice, to go and wait upon
his Maecenas; while | remained very much astonished
to hear him honoured with the gppellation of Don,
and see him thus become noble in despite of his sre,
Magter Chrysostom, the barber.

CHAPTER XIV

Fabricio introduces Gil Blas to the service of Count
Qahano, a Scilian nobleman

| WAS so desirous of seeing Fabricio again, that |
visted him early next morning. , Good morrow (said
I, when | entered), Sdiior Don Fabricio, the flower, or
rather glow-worm, of the Asturian nobility!" At
these words he lauighed heartily. ' Thou hast observed,
then (cried he), that | am dubbed a Don™? |, Yes
honourable sir (I replied), and give me leave to tell
you, that when you recounted your metamorphosis
yesterday, you forgot the best pait of it , 1 did o
(answered he), but truly, if | have assumed that
honourable title, it was not so much with a view to
%:atlfy my own vanity, as to accommodate mysdf to
that of others. Thou knowest the humour “of the
Spaniards; they make no account of an honest man,
if he has the misfortune to be both poor and mean
born. | must tell thee too, that | see so many people
cdl themsadves Don Francisco, Don Pedro, ‘or Don

! See Book V, Chapter ii, Val. i, p. 369, n.
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what-you-will, that if there is no cheat in the cass
thou wilt dlow nobility to be a very common thing,
and agree, that a plebéan of merit honours |te[t;y his
association.  But let us change the subject (added he);
last night | supped at the Duke of Medina Sidonids,
where, among other guests, was Count Gaiano, a
Sicilian nobleman of the first rank: and the conversa-
tion turning on the ridiculous effects of self-love, I,
charmed that | had it in my power to entertain the
company on that subject, regaed them with the story
of the ~homilies. ou mayst well imagine they
laughed heartily, and censured the Archbishop as he
deserved. ThisS produced no bad effect for thee; for
thou wadt pitied by everybody; and Count Gahano,
after having asked 'a many questions concerning
thee, to which thou mayst believe | made suiteble
answers, desired me to bring thee to his house. | was
just now going in quest of thee, to conduct thee
thither. | suppose he intends to offer thee the place
of one of his secretaries; and | advise thee to

of it. The Count is rich, and spends like an Ambas-
sador, a Madrid: he is come to Court, it is said, to
confer with the Duke of Lerma, about the crown
demesnes which that Minister designs to dienae in
Scily. In short, Count Galiano, though a Sicilian,
seams to be generous, just, and open; and thou canst
not do better than attach thysdf to him: he is the
man, in dl probability, who is destined to enrich
tgee, aaaocordmg to what was foretold in thy behalf at

ranada.’

~, | had resolved (said | to Nunez) to live at large a
little, and enjoy mysdf a %ood while, before | should
gp_t_o service again: but thou speskest to me of this
cilian Count in such a manner, as induces me to
change my resolution, and even to wish | was alre
in hisfamily. ' Thou mayst soon be there (hereplied),
or | am much mistaken.' ~ At the same time we went
out together to the Count, who lodged in the house
of his Mend Don Sancho de Avila, then in the country.
We found in the court a great number of pages and
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footmen, clothed in a livery equaly rich and gay;
and in the antechamber severa ushers, gentlemen,
and other officers, al magnificently dressed; but withal
s0 ugly, that they looked like a company of apes in
Spanisn garb.  There are figures, both of men and
women, on which al art is thrown away.

Don Fébricio having sent in his name, was imme-
diately introduced into aroom, whither | followed him;
and found the Count in his morning-gown, stting on
a sofa, and drinking chocolate. We sduted him with
al the demongtrations of the most profound respect;
and he honoured us with an inclination of the head,
accompanied by such a?raci ous smile, as at once gained
mK heart. A wonderful effect, though an ordinary one,
which a favourable reception from the great produces
in our breasts!  They must receive us very ill indeed,
before we be disgusted at their behaviour.

Having drank his chocolate, he amused himsdlf some
time in playing with a Iarge baboon that sat by him,
and was called Cupid. | don't know for what reason
the name of that god was bestowed on this animal,
unless it was because it had dl his malice; for it re-
sembled him in nothing ese. Such as it was, however,
it did not fail to give vast delight to its master, who
was so much charmed with its merry tricks, that he
hugged it incessantly in his arms. Though Nunez
and | were not much diverted with the gambols of
this beast, we feigned oursdves enchanted with its
performances;, which pleased the Siclian so much,
that he suspended the pleasure he enjoyed in this
pastime, to tdl me, , Friend, you have it in Kour option
to be one of my secretaries: if you like the place, |
will give you two hundred pistoles a year, without
any other recommendation than that of Don Fabricio.'
, My lord (cried Nunez), | am bolder than Pato, who
had not courage enough to answer for one of his
friends, whom he sent to the tyrant Dionysius. | am
not afraid of bringing reproaches upon mysdf, by
vouching for my friend.'

| thanked the Asturian poet with a low bow, for
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his obliging confidence; then addressing mysdf to my
patron, assured him of my zed and fiddity. This
nobleman no sooner perceived that | relished his pro-
posd, than he ordered his steward to be called; to
whom having communicated something in a whisper,
he sad, ' Gil Blas, | will tell you presently what is to
be the nature of your employment. Meanwhile, you
may follow my steward, who has received orders con-
cerning you.' " | accordln(?ly obeyed, leaving Fabricio
with the Count and Cupid. )

The steward, who was a most subtle Messinese, con-
ducted me to his apartment, where he loaded me with
civilities; and sending for the tailor who had equipped
the whole family, ordered him to make for me, with
al dispatch, a suit of clothes of the same magnificence
as those of the Tpr|n0|pal officers. The tailor having
taken measure of me, and retired, * Asfor your lodging
é_sadthe Messinese), | know achamber that will exactly

it you. But have Kou breskfasted ? (added he).
When | answered in the negative, ' Ah, poor lad (said
he), why did not you ? Come, | will show you
to a place where; thank heaven, you may have what
you will for the aéqg

So saying, he carried me down to the buttery, where
we found the butler, atrue Negpolitan, every whit as
cunning as the Messinian. It might be sad of him
and the steward, These two make a pair. This honest
butler, with five or Sx of his friends, were cramming
themsdves with ham, cold tongue, and other relishing
bits, which obliged them to redouble their draughts.
We joined these hearty cocks, and asigted them in
their “attacks upon the Count's best wines.  While this
soene passed in the buttery, another such was acted
in the kitchen: the cook "dso treated three or four
tradesmen of his acquaintance, who filled their bdlies
with rabbit and partridge pies: the very scullions
enjoyed themsdves on what they could pilfer; so
that 1 thought mysdf in a house abandoned to pillage:
yet these were but trifles, in comparison to what |
did not see.
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CHAPTER XV

Count Galiano invests Gil Blas with an employment in
his house

| WENT to fetch my baggage to my new habitation;
and when | returned, the Count was at dinner, with
several noblemen and the poet Nunez, who cdled for
what he wanted with an easy air, and mingled in the
conversation. Nay, | observed that every word he
spoke afforded pleasure to the company. What a
fine thing is genius! A man of wit can eadly turn
himsdf into & )

| dined with the officers, who were treated pretty
much in the same manner as our patron; and in the
afternoon retired to my chamber, where | began to
reflect on my condition. , Wel, Gil Bias (sad | to
myself), thou art now in the service of aSicilian Count,
with whose real character thou art utterly unac-
quainted. If we may ju_(é%e by appearance, thou wilt
be in this family like afisnin the water: but we must
swear to nothing; and thou oughtest to distrust thy
fate, the malignity of which thou hast but too often
experienced. Besdes, thou dost not know for what
employment thou art retained: he has alr two
scretaries and a steward; what service, then, does he
expect from thee ? It looks asif he intended to make
thee his Mercury. In good time! One cannot be on
a better footing with a nobleman, in order to make
his way to a good post. He who limits himsdf to
honourable services only, moves dowly, step by step,
and sddom gains his point a last. )

While | was engrossed by these fine reflections, a
lackey came to tdl me, that dl the comme who
had dined at our house were gone home, and that the
Count wanted to spesk with me. | flew instantly to
his apartment, where | found him lying on his couch,
ready to teke his afternoon's nap with his baboon,
which aways bore him company.
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' Come hither, Gil Blas (said he), take a chair, and
listen to what | am going to say." | obeyed his orders,
and he spoke to me m these terms: ," Don Fabricio
has told me, that, among other fqood qudlities, you
that of attaching yoursdf to your masters;
and that you are a young man of incorruptible in-
tgnty. 'hese two qualifications determined me to
take you into my service; for | have grest occasion
for an affectionate domestic, who will espouse my
interest, and employ his whole attention in husbanding
my edtate. | am rich, 'tistrue, but my yearly expense
greatly exceeds my income. The reason is plain; |
am plundered by my servants, and live in my own
house as if | was in a forest among robbers. | su
my butler and steward of having a fellow-feeling the
one with the other; and this is more than enough to
ruin me from top to bottom. You will say, if | have
reason to think them rogues, why don't I turn them
away ? But where shdl | find others made of a
different kind of stuff ? 1 will be satisfied with having
them both observed by a man who shdl have a right
to inspect their conduct; and you are the person
whom | have chosen for that commission; of which,
if you acquit yourself well, be assured that you shall
not serve an ungrateful master; for | will take care
tég plrocure for you a very advantageous settlement in
alv’

Having spoken thus, he dismissed me; and that
very evening, in presence of dl his do.mestlcshll was
proclaimed superintendent of the family. This did
not give the Messinese and Negpolitan gréat mortifica
tion a first, because they looked upon me as a joll
companion, of a good composition; and concluded,
that by %IVI ng me a share of the spail, they should be
dlowed to go on in their old course.  But they looked
very slly next day, when | declared to them, that |
was an enemy to dl misdemeanour. | demanded of
the butler an"account of the provisions; | vidted the
cdlar, and took an inventory of everything he had
in his charge; | mean, tableslinen and plate. | then
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exhorted them to be saving of our patron's wedlth, to
lay out with economy; and ended my advice, by
protesting to them, that' | would inform that nobleman
of everything that | should observe amiss in his house.
| did not stop here; resolving to have a sg?/, who
might discover if there was any snigter intelligence
between them, | cast my eyes on ascullion, who being
won by my promises, assured me, that | could not
have applied to a more proper person, to get notice
of everything that happened in the house: that the
butler and steward were in a confederacy, and burnt
the candle at both ends: that they daily” secreted one
half of the provison that was bought for the family:
that the Neapolitan took care of a lady who lived
opposite to the College of S. Thomas; and that the
esenian entertained another at the Sun-gate: that
these two gentlemen sent al sorts of provision to their
nymphs every morning: and that the cook, aso, dis-
patched savoury messesto awidow of his acquaintance
in the neighbourhood : and that in consideration of his
svices to the other two, to whom he was entirely
devoted, he disposd, as theP]/ did, of the wines m the
cellar: in short, that these three domestics occasioned
amogt horrible ex in the Count'shouse. ' If you
doubt my report (added the scullion), take the trouble
%foﬁOI ng to-morrow morning about seven o'clock to the
of &, Thomas, and you shdl see meloaded with
a basket, which will change your doubtsinto certainty.'
"So (sad | to him), thou art agent to these gallant
Burveyors? , I am (he replied) employed by the
utler, and one of my comrades acts for the steward.'
| had the curiosity to repair next morning, at the
gppointed hour, to the College of &. Thomas, where
| did not wait long for my SFy whom | saw coming
aong with a huge basket filled with butchers mest,
poultry, and venison. | took an inventory of the
rticulars, of which | made in my pockét-book a
rief formal note, that | went and showed to my
madter, after having told the trencher-scraper that
he might execute his commisson as usual.
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_The Sicilian nobleman, who was naturaly pas-
gonate, resolved in his first transport to turn away
the Negpolitan and Messenian; but after having
reflected more coolly, contented himsdf with dis
missing the lagt, to whose place | succeeded: 0 that
my office of superintendent was suppressed soon after
its creation: and truly | was not sorry for it; for it
was, properly speaking, no other than the honourable
employment ‘of a sp%; and a post which had nothin
substantial in it: whereas, by being made steward,
| became master of the strong box, and that is every-
thing. The steward always posseses the first rank
among the domestics of a grest family: and there are
0 many smdl perquisites attached to his administra
tion, that he may grow rich, even though he be an
honest man.

My Neapolitan, whose budget was not yet exhausted,
observing m}: brutal zed, that | ?ot up 6\/63’ morning,
to see and keep an account of what victuals were
bought, no longer secreted a part; but the rasca con-
tinued to purchase the same quan_tltK as before. By
this stratagem, increasing the profit he drew from the
refuse of the table, which was his perquisite, he found
himsif in a condition to treat his charmer at lesst
with dressed victuals, if he could not furnish her with
raw provison. In short, the devil logt nothing by
this reformation, and the Count was not a whit the
better for having the phoenix of stewardsin hisservice.
The superabundance that | then perceived at every
med, made me guess this new trick, which | imme-
diately defeated, by retrenching what was superfluousin
every course.  Thisl did, however, with such prudence,
that the alteration could not be perceived; one would
have thought that there was 4ill the same profusion:
and yet, by this economy, | condderably diminished
the expense.  This wes ‘'what my patron required;
he wanted to retrench, without appearing less mag-
nificent: for his avarice was subordinae to his
ogtentation.

There was dso another abuse to be reformed: |
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found the wine ran out apace: if, for example, twelve
cavdiers happened to dine with my master, they
would exhaust fifty, and sometimes five dozen of
bottles. | was astonished at this waste, and not
doubting that there must be some roguery in the
cae, consulted my oracle, that is, my drudge, with
whom | very often had private conferences, and who
made a faithful report of everything that was sad or
done in the kitchen, where he was not in the least
suspected. He told me, that the waste of which |
complained, proceeded from a new league between
the butler, cook, and those lackeys who filled the wine,
and who carried off dl the bottles half emptied, which
were afterwards shared among the confederates. |
spoke to the footmen on this subject, and threatened
to turn them out of doors, if ever they should think
proper to repeat this practice: upon which, they were
reclamed. My master, whom | took care to advertise
of the most minute things which | performed for his
advantage, loaded me with praises, and grew every-
day more and more fond of me: and I, in order to
reward the good services of the scullion, crested him
cook's assdant.

The Nespolitan was enraged to find me aways on
the watch with him; and was crudly mortified with
the contradictions he underwent, whenever he pre-
sented his accounts to me: for, that | might pare his
nails the closar, | took the trouble of going to market,
to learn the price of meat, just before he went thither;
and, as he attempted to impose upon me afterwards,
gave him a vigorous repulse. | was very wel -
suaded, that he cursed me a hundred times a day;
but the subject of his maedictions hindered me from
dreading their force. | can't imagine how he could
bear my persecutions, and remain in the service of the
Scilian nobleman. Doubtless, in spite of dl my
endeavours, he found his account in his perseverance.

Fabricio, whom | frequently saw, and to whom |
recounted dl my hitherto unheard exploits, in quality
of steward, was more disposad to blame than applaud



BOOK VII, CHAPTER XV 87

my conduct. ' God grant (said he one day) that thou
mayst be recompensed for dl this disnterestedness ;
but between thee and me, | bdieve it would not fare
the worse with thee, if thou wast not quite so rough
with the butler. , How! (answered 1) shal that
robber charge in his bill ten pistoles for a fish that did
not cost four, and | i)as over that article 7 ' Why
not ? (he replied coldly) let him give thee the half of
the superplus, according to custom. In good faith,
my friend (continued he, shaking his head), you are
amere ninny, and, in al appearance, will grow grey in
servitude, since you neglect to flay the ed while it is
inyour hand. Take my word for it, fortune resembles
those brisk airy coquettes who despise the gallant that
stands upon ceremony.!

| only laughed &t the discourse of Nunez, who
laughed again in his turn; and would have persuaded
me that he had %23/ gooken in jest, being ashamed of
having given me bad counsd,invain. | continued firm
in the resolution of being always zeslous and faithful:
| felt no inclination to be otherwise; and | dare say,
that in four months | saved to my master, by my
economy, three thousand ducats at lesst.

CHAPTER XVI

An accident happens to Count Galiano's baboon, which
is_the cause of great affliction to that nobleman.
tGll Blas falls sick; the consequence of his dis-
emper

ABOUT this time, the repose of the family was strangely
disturbed by an accident which will seem trifling to
the reader ; though it turned out a very serious matter
to the servants, and especialy to me: Cupid, that
baboon of which | have madé mention, that animal
so0 beloved by our magter, attempting one day to |

from one window to another, acquitted himsdlf o ill
in the performance, that he fell down into the court,
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and didocated his leg. The Count no sooner under-
good this misfortune, than he uttered such piercing
cries, that they were heard all over the neighbourhood ;
and in the excess of his grief attachgg dl his servants
without exception, he h v_vef_ln| h made a clean house.
His fury, however, was limited to cursing our negli-
gences, “and abusing, us, without sparing terms of
reproach. He sent immediately for those surgeons
who were most expert in fractures and didocated
bones; and who, having examined the patient's leg,
reduced it, and applied bandages accordingly. But
though dl of them assured him there was no” danger,
my master retained one of them in the house, to be
aways near the animal, until it was perfectly cured.

| should be to blame if | passed over in Slence the
%nef_ and anxiety which preyed upon the heart of the

cilian nobleman, during the whole time of the cure.
Will it be believed, that dl the day he did not gir from
his dear Cupid ? He was always present when it was
dressed, and got out of bed to vigt him two or three
times eveQ/ night. But the most troublesome circum-
stance of dl was, that every domegtic in the family, and
| in particular, were dways up, that we might be a
hand, to be sent wheresoever it should be thought
proper, for the service of thisape.  In aword, we had
no rest in the house, till such time asthis pla?uy beedt,
having recovered of his fall, betook himsdf again to
his usua caperings and tumblings. After this, can
we refuse to credit the regrt of Suetonius, when he
sys Cdel?ulaloveq his horse™ to such a degree, that he
béstowed upon him a house richly furnished, with
officers to serve him, and even designed to make him
consul ? My patron was no less charmed with his
baboon, which he would willingly have crested a
corregidor, had it been in his power.

An unlucky circumstance for me was, that | had
aurpassed dl the valets in demongtrations of concern,
that | might, in so doing, make my court to my magter ;
and undergone such fatigue in behdf of Cupid, that |

! The name of this horsewas 'Incitatus.’
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fell sck upon it, and was seized with such a violent
fever, that | o my senses and know not how | was
managed for fifteen days; during which | was in a
manner between life and death. ~ This only | know,
that my youth struggled so successfully against the
fever, and perhaps against the remedies that were
administered, that, at length, | recovered my under-
ganding. The first use I ' made of it, was to perceive
that | was not in my own chamber; and wanting
to know the reason, I"asked it of an old woman who
attended me : but she replied, that | must not spesk ;
for @gof)hysuan had expresdy forbid it. When we are
in good health, we commonly laugh at the doctor; but
when we are sick, we calmly submit to his prescription.

| thought proper, therefore, to hold my tongue, how
much soever | longed to converse with my nurse; and
was engaged in reflections on this subject, when two
spruce beaux entered, dressed in velvet, with very fine
ruffled linen. | imagined they were two noblemen,
friends of my master, who out of consideration for
him came to'ssee me.  On this supposition, | made an
effort to gt up, and showed my respect by taking off
m?/ cap: but my nurse laid me dl dong again, and
tol dt rgne, that these gentlemen were my physician and
apo

The doctor coming to the bedside, felt my pulse,
consgdered my countenance, and observing “dl the
symptoms of ‘an immediate cure, assumed an air of
tnumﬂh, as if he had grestly contributed to it: saying,
that there was nothing wanting to finish the wor
but a pl&rjge; after which, he ml%ht boast of having
performed afine cure.  When he had spoken thus, he
made the gpothecary write a prescription, which while
he dictated, he viewed himsalf in a glass, adjusted his
Penw_lg, and made such grimaces, that | could not help
aughing, in spite of my weakly condition. He then
made me a solemn bow, and went away, much more
engrossed by his own figure than by the medicines he
had prescribed.

After his departure, the apothecary, who had not
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come thither for nothing, prepared himsdlf for doing
something, which mfa/ e eadly guessed; whether he
was afraid that the old woman could not acquit hersalf
with dexterity enough, or wanted to operate himself, in
order to enhance the value of his ware; but, with d
his address, | don't know how it happened, the
operation was scarce performed, when | restoredt to
the operator dl that he had given me, and left his
velvet suit in a fine pickle "He looked upon this
accident as a misfortune annexed to pharmacy, and
wiping himsdf with a towel, in slence, went away,
resolving to make me pay the scourer, to whom he
was certainly obliged to send his clothes.

He returned next morning, more plainly dressed,
though he had no risk to run that day, in bringing the
Bf(}/sc, which the doctor had prescribed the night

ore. For | not only felt myself mending every
moment, but had such an aversion, since the precedin
day, to physicians and apothecaries, that | even cur
the universities where those gentlemen receive the
power of daying men with impunity.

In this disposition, | swore that | would take no
more medicine, and wished Hippocrates at the devil,
with dl his gang.  The apothecary, who did not mind
what became of his composition, provided he was paid
for it, left it on the table, atfd retired, without ing
a word. | ordered the villainous medicine to be
thrown out at a window immediately, being so much
prepossessed gamst it, that | should have thought
mysalf poisoned, had | swalowed it.  To this stroke of
disobedience | added another. | broke slence, and
told my nurse, in a peremptory tone, that | absolutely
ingsted on knowing what was become of my master.
The old woman, who was gpprehensive of exciting in
me a dangerous emotion, should she gratify my
curiosity; or resolving, perheps, to irritale my dis
temper “by her obgtinecy, made no answer; but |
Perssted with s0 much "passion, that she replied, at
ength, , Seftor Cavalier, you are now your own master.
Count Galiano is gone back to Scily.”
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| could not believe what | heard, and yet there was
nothing more true. That nobleman, thé very second
day of my distemper, fearing that |1 would die a his
house, had the generodity to order me to be trans
ﬁorted, with my Tittle effects, to a hired room, where
e had abandoned me, without ceremony, to Provi-
dence and the care of anurse. In the interim, having
received an order from Court, obliging him to repass
into Sicily, he st out with such precipitation, that |
was not S0 much as thought of; whether he drea
numbered me with the dead, or that people of quality
are troubled with short memories. o

My nurse informed me of dl this, and likewise
assured me, it was she who had cdled the physician
and apotheca_lpp,_ that 1 might not perish for want of
assistance. is comfortable news threw me into a
profound_reverie. Adieu, my advantageous settle-
ment in Sicily ! my sanguine hopes, farewell! ' When
any great misfortune happens to you (says a certan
Pope), examine yoursdf well, and you will aways
percelve that it was, in some measure, owing to your
own fault.' No disparagement to this holy father, |
can't see how | contribufed to my own mischance on
this occasion. ) _ _ _

When | found the flattering chimeras, with which |
had stuffed my imagination, vanished, the next thing
that | concerned myself about was my portmanteau,
which | ordered her to bring to my ‘bedsde, that |
might examine it. | sighed, when | percelved it open,
crying, ,Ah! m%e%?]ar portmanteau, my only consola-
tion I"'you have been, | see, a the merCy of ‘strangers.
"No, no, Senor Gil Bias (said the old woman), don't
be uneasy: nothing is solen from you; | have, pro-
tected your box, asif it had been my own honour.

| found in it the suit of clothes which | had when |
came into the Count's service, but | looked in vain
for that which the Messman had ordered to be made
for me. My master had not thought proper to leave
it with me, or ese somebody had made free with it
during my delirium.  All my other baggage remained,
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and even a great leathern purse that contained my
money, which | reckoned twice, as| could not, at fird,
believe that there were but fifty pistoles remaining of
two hundred and sixty, that were in it before | fell Sick.
, What is the meaning of this, my good mother ? (said
| to the nurse). My finances are terribly diminished.'
, And %/et nobody, except mysdf, has touched them
(sad the old woman), and | have been as frugd as
ssible: but Sickness Is very expensive; one is dways
aying out. Here (added the good mother, taking a
packet of papers out of her pocket), hereis an account
of the expense, as just as the current coin, which will
show that | have not employed a maravedi amiss'
| glanced over the hill, which contained fifteen or
twenty pages Mercy upon me! what a quantity of
oultry had been bought, while | was out of my senses.
here"was in broths only, to the amount of twelve
doles at leas. The other articles were answerable
o this. It can't be imagined, how much was laid out
for wood, candles, water, and brooms. Nevertheless,
swveled as this account was, the sum tota did not
exceed thirty pigoles, conseguently there ought to be
a remainder of one hundred and eighty. This |
represented to her; but the beldame, with an air of
devotion, began to take al the saints to witness, that
therewere but fourscore pistolesin the purse, when the
Count's butler gave her the charge of my portmanteau.
, What is that you say, goody ? (cned I, with precipita
tion). Wasit the butler who put my thi rgls Into your
hands? , Without doubt, it was he (she replied),
by this token, that when he qave me them, he sad,
""Good mother, when Senor Gil Blas is stiff, don't fail
to treat him with a good funeral, for there is money
enough in the portmanteau to answer the expense.”
Ah, damned Neapolitan ! (cried |) | am no longer at
a loss to know how my money is gone: you have
swept it away, to make yoursdf some amends for the
thefts | hindered you to commit. After this goos
trophe, | thanked” heaven that the knave had not
caried off the whole. Whatever reason | had, how-
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ever, to accuse the butler of having robbed me, | could
not help thinking, that the nurse might, possibly, have
done the deed. ME/ suspicion fell Sometimes on one,
?ometlmes on the other; but it was Hill the same thing
0 me.
| sad nothing to the old woman: | did not even

cavil at the arficles of her conscionable bill; for |
should have got nothing by Wrangllngi ; and every one
must understand his trade: my resentment, therefore,
\(/jvas %cf)?terﬁed with paying and dismissing her three

S dter.

believe, when she went from me, she advertised
the apothecary, that she had been dismissed, and that |
was well enough to decamp, without taking my leave
of him: for, in a moment after, he came to mé, quite
out of breath, and presented his hill, in which, under
names that were utterly unknown to meh athough |
had been aphysician, he had set down dl the pretended
medicines, with which he had furnished me, while |
was out of my senses  This bill might be justly sad
to have been viritten in the true spirit of an apothécary;
and acco_rdgjgly we disputed apout the payment of
it. | inggted On his abating one-haf of ‘the sum he
demanded: he swore he would not abate one maravedi.
Consdering, however, that he had to do with a youn
man who might give him the dip, by quitting Madri
that very da)(], e Chose rather to be contented with what
| offeréd, that is, three times the vaue ol his drugs,
than to run the risk of losing the whole. | gave him
the money with infinite regret, and he retired, fully
revenged for the smal disgrace he had suffered on the
da‘\{_o the clyger. ]

he physiCian appeared dmogt . the same time;
for those animals are dways &t the tail of one another.
| padhimfor hisvigts, which had been very numerous,
and sent him away very well satisfied.  But before he
would leave me, in order to prove that he had earned
his fees, he related al the morta symptoms, which he
had prevented, in my distemper; atask he performed
in very learned terms, and with an agreesble air,
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though it was dtogether above mK cor%)rehmsion.
When | had dispatched him, | thought | had got rid of
dl the ministers of the fates. But | was mistaken:
a surgeon, whom | had never seen, entered m?/ apart-
ment, and having saluted me ver¥ respectfu(ljy_ ex-
pressed %rem joy in seeing me out of danger; a deliver-
ance which (he said) he attributed to two copioils
bleedings that he had ﬂerformed, and some cupping-
glasses which he had the honour to apply. This was
another feather to be plucked from my wing: | was
fain to pay tribute to the surgeon also. “After so many
evacuations, my purse became so feeble, that it was
little better than a lifeless corse, o little of the radical
moisture remained. _
| began to lose courage, when | saw mysalf relapsing
into a state of misery. ~ | had, while | Served my last
magters, concelved foo great affection for the con-
veniences of life, and coudd no longer, as formerly,
look upon indigence with the eye of acynic philosopher.
I will own, however, that |"was very much in the
wrong, to let myvelf fall a prey to melancholy. After
having so often experienced, that fortune no sooner
overthrew than she raised me up again, | ought to
have regarded the troublesome situation in which |
was, as another introduction to prosperity.

THE END OF THE SEVENTH BOOK
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CHAPTER |

Gil Blas contracts a good acquaintance, and obtains a
post that consoles him for Count Gallants ingrati-
tude. The history of Don Valeria de Luna

MY not having heard of Nunez all this time, surprised
me so much, that | concluded he must be in the
country: and as soon as | could wak, went to his
lodgings, where | understood that he had actually gone
to Andalusia, three weeks before, with the Duke of
Medina Sidonia.  One morning, a waking, Don Mél-
chor de la Ronda came into my head; and remem-
bering that | had promised to him, while | was at
Granada, to vist his nephew, if ever | should return
to Madrid, | resolved to keep my promise that very
day. Having got a direction to the house of Don
Bdthazar de Zuniga, | repaired thither, and asked
for Senor Joseph Navarro, who soon appeared.  When
| sduted him, he received me politely, but coldly,
athough | had signified my name. | did not know
how to reconcile this frozen reception with the character
| had heard of this clerk of the kitchen ; and was going
away, with a resolution to save mysdf the trouble
of a second vist, when, al of a sudden, assuming an
open, smiling air, he cried, with agood ded of emotion,
, Ah! Senor Gil Blas de Santillana, pray pardon the
reception | have given you. My memory had betrayed
my inclination: | had forgotten your name, and little
thought that you were the cavaliér, of whom mention
is mede, in a letter which | received from Granada,
about four months ago. -
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" How rejoiced am | to seeyou ! (added he, throwing
his arms about my neck, with transport). My uncle
Méchor, whom | Tove and honour as a father, Conjures
me, if perchance | should have the honour of seeing
you, to treat you in the same manner as if you were his
on, and to emplor)]/, if there should be dccasion, m
own credit, and that of my friends, in your behalf.
He has praised the qudities of your head and heart,
in such terms as would have interested me in your
favour, even if | had not been engaged thereto, by his
recommendation. | beg, therefore, that you will look
upon me, as a man to whom my uncle has |m5)arted,
by letter, dl his sentiments with regard to you. 1 offer
you my friendship, and | hope you will not refuse me
yours., ) . .

| answered with that gratitude which | owed to the
polite behaviour of Joseph; and, like people of warmth
and sincerity, we contracted an intimacy on the spot;
and | did not scruple to disclose the situation of my
affairs. which he no sooner heard than he sad, '
undertake to procure aplace for you ; and, in the mean-
time, don't fail to come and dine with me everyday.

You will fare better here than a your eging-house
The offer was too agreedble to a poor cresiure just
come out of afit of illness who had been used to g
living, to be regected. | accepted the invitaion,
therefore, and recruited so wdl In that family, that,
in fifteen days | had the face of a Benardino
monk. Melchor's nephew seemed to make up his

k rarely: but how could it be othewise? he
1ad three “dtrings to his bow; was, a the same
time, butler, seward, and derk of the kitchen,
besdes (our ' friendship apart), | beieve the comp:
troller of the house and he had a very good under-
standing together. .

| was perfectly recovered, when my friend Joseph,
Seeing me come In one day, to dine as usual, made up
to me with a gay ar, and sad, ' Senor Gil Bles |
have a prett% place in view for you. = You must
know that the Duke of Lerma, Primé Minigter of the
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Spanish crown, in order to devote himsdf entirely to
affairs of date, entrusts two persons with his own
concerns. Don Diego de Monteser has the care of
gathering his rents; and his household expense is
managed by Don Rodrigo de Caderon. Thee two
men, in whom he can confide, exercise their employ-
ments with absolute authority, without the least
dependence on one another. Don Diego usually keeps
in his service two stewards to receive the cash; and
as | understood, this morning, that he had dismissed
one of them, | have been to ask the place for you.
Sefior de Monteser, who knows me, and of whose
friendship | may boast, has granted it, without any
difficulty, on my recommendation of your moras
and capacity. We will go to his house this after-
noon.'

We went thither accordingly. | was very graciously
received, and installed in the employment of the
steward, who had been dismissed. His office conssted
in visting the farms, keeping them in repair, and
receiving the rents: in a word, | was concerned in the
country estate, and every month gave in my accounts
to Don Diego, who examined them with great atten-
tion. Thiswaswhat | wished. Although my integrity
had been so ill repaid by my last master, | was resolved
to continue aways in the same path.

One day having got notice that afire had happened
in the cadle of Lcrma, and that more than one half of
it had been reduced to ashes | went thither imme-
diately, to take an account of the damage; and having
informed mysdlf exactly, on the spot, of dl the circum-
stances of the fire, | composed an ample relation of it,
which Monteser showed to the Duke of Lerma.  This
Minigter, notwithstanding the affliction he was in, to
hear such bad news, was struck with the relation, and
could not help asking who was the author. Don
Diego not only satisfied him in that particular, but aso
spoke so much in my favour, that his Excelency
remembered me, Sx months after, on the occason of a
stolrgz, which | am going to recount, and without I%/vhich,
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hagts_ |, should never have been employed at court.
ereitis:

At that time there lived in the Street of the Infantas,
an old lady cdled Ineslla de Cantarilla, whose birth
was nhot certainly known.  Some said that she wasthe
daughter of a lute-maker; and others, that her father
was a commander of the order of Santiago. Be that
as it will, she was a prodigy. Nature bestowed upon
her the singular privilege of charming the male sex,
during the whole course of her life, which exceeded
seventy-five years. She had been idolized by the
noblemen of the old court, and saw hersdf adored by
those of the new. Time, that spares not even beaLtty,
had exerted itsdf upon hers in vain; though he had
withered it, he could not deprive her of the power to
please: anoble air, an enchanting wit, and graces that
were peculiar to her, made her ingpire the men with

on, evenin her old age. )

One of the Duke of Lerma's secretaries, called Don
Vderio de Lung a cavdier of five-and-twenty, saw
Inesilla, and fell in love with her. He déclared himself
in the most passonate terms, and pursued his prey
with dl the fury that love and youth can inspire.  The
lady, who had her reasons for not complying with his
wi did not know how to moderate his flame. One
day, however, thinking she had found the means, she
carried the young man into her closgt, and pointin
to a clock that good upon a table, ' You see (said she
what hour it is—on the same day and hour did | come
into the world, seventy-five years ago; and do you
really think it becomes one of my ageto be en%ged in
love intrigues ? Recdl your reason, my child, and
stifle those sentiments which are so unsuitable both to

L A story precisely similar to that of Inesilla de Can-
tarilla and Don Vaerio de Luna is told of Ninon de
Lenclos and her son, the Chevdier de Villiers : see Antoine
Bret, Memoires sur la vie de Mademoiselle de Lenclos
(Paris, 1751), pp. 96-97. Ninon died on October 17, 1705,
and the tde was evidently current long before the Eighth
Book of Gil Blas was published.
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you and me' At this senshle advice the cavdier,
who no longer acknowledged the authority of reason,
answered the lady, with dl the impetuosify of a man
by the most violent emotions. ' Crud Inesillal

why haveyou recourseto such frivolousremonstrances?
Do you imagine that they can change you in my eyes ?
Don't flatter yoursalf with such a vain hope.” While
you are such as| beholdlyou, or while my view isfasci-
nated by the charm, I cannot ceese"to love you.'
, Wdll, then (sad she), Snce you are o obdtinale as
to persg in the resolution of fatiguing me with your
resses, my house shdl be no Tonger open to you.

| forbid you'to come near it, and deSre to see you no

You will, perhaps, believe after this that Don
Vderio, disconcerted at what he had heard, made an
honourable retreat.  On the contrary, he became il
more importunate.  Love produces the same effect in
its votaries, as wine does in drunkards. The cavdier

ed, sghed, and making a sudden trangition from
reaties {0 rage, attempted to enjoy by force, what
he could not otherwise obtain,  But the'lady resistin
with cour?e, cried, with an air of indignation, ' Hold!
rash wretch | | will soon bridle your impious ardour.
Know that you are my son.' Don Vderio was con-
founded at these words, which suspended the violence
of hispasson. But imagining that Inesillaspoke thus,
only to berid of his sollutanona he answered, , You
have invented that fable to dude my desres’ ' No,
no (sad she interrupting him), | reved a mysery,
which | should aways have conceded, had ndt you
reduced me to the necessity of disclosing it.  Six-and-
twenty years ago, | was in love with Don Pedro de
Luna, your father, who was then governor of Segovig,
and you became the fruit of our mutual passon. He
ownéd you for his son, gave you agood education ; and
athough he had not been without other children, your
good quadlities would have determined him to leave you
a fortune. |, for my part, did not forsake you; as
00N as you began to gppear in the world, |1 dlured you
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to my house, in order to inspire you with that polite
behaviour, which is so necessary t0 a gallant man, and
which women only can bestow. | did more; | em-
K)/Iloygd dl my_ credit to introduce you into the Prime
Miniger's service.  In short, | have interested myself
for you, as| ought to do for ason.  After this declara-
tion, take your own measures.  If you can purify your
sentiments, and look upon me only as a mothef, 1 do
not banish you from my sight, but will treat you with
dl the tenderness | have hitherto preserved: but if
you are incapable of that effort, which both nature and
reason demand, fly this moment, and deliver me from
the horror of your presence. )

While Ineslla spoke in this manner, Don Valerio
remained in profound silence.  He seemed to recdl his
virtue, and endeavour to vanquish himself: but he
meditated another design, and prepared a quite
different spectacle for his mother. Being unable to
console himsdlf for the insurmountable obstacle that
sopposed his wishes, he basaly yielded to his despair:
he drew his sword, and plunged it in his own bosom;
punishing himsdlf, like another Oedipus; with this
difference, that the Theban plucked out his own eyes,
out of grief for having committed the crime; wheress,
the Cadtilian stabbed himself, because he could not
commit it, o o .

The unhappy Don Vaerio did not die immediately
of the blow he had given himself: but had time to
repent, and ask pardon of heaven, tor having taken
away hisown life.  As holeft, by his death, avacancy
in the pogt of secretary to the Duke of Lerma that
Minigter, who had not for%ot my account of the fire,
nor the good character he had héard of me, chose me
to fill the place of this young gentleman.
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CHAPTER I

Gil Bias is presented to the Duke of Lerma, who receives
him into the number of his secretaries; sets him to
work, and is satisfied with his performance

MONTBSBR was the person who informed me of this
agreegble news, and sad, ' Friend Gil Bias, though |
fedl some regret m losing you, | love you too well, not
to be overjoyed at your Sicceeding Don Vaeric.  You
will not fail to make a fine fortune, provided you
follow two pieces of advice which | have to give you.
The firg is, to apaPear 50 much attached to his Excel-
lency, that he shall never doubt of your being entirely
devoted to hiswill. And the second is, to make your
court to Sefior Don Rodrigo de Calderon; for that man
moulds the mind of his master like wax. If you have
the good fortune to acquire the goodwill” of that
llt%tvlou{'lte secretary, you will go a great way in a very
ittle_time.

" Senor (said | to Don Diego, after having thanked
him for his good advice), tell me, if you please, Don
Rodrigo's character. | have often heard him spoken of,
and represented bad enough; but | have not much
confidence in the pictures which people draw of those
who have pogts a court; though sometimes, | believe,
they do not ]Lé(é?e amiss  Pray, tdl me, then, what
you think of Seflor Caderon.’ "' You ask me a very
delicate question (replied the overseer, with a sdtiricd
gmile), 1 would tdl anybody but Iyou, without hesita-
tion, 'that he is a very honourable dgentleman of an
unblemished character. But | will dedl more frankly
with you ; for, besdes that | believe you a young man
of discretion, | think it my duty to tAk opénly fo you
of Don Rodrigo, since | have advised you to cultivete
P‘am with care; otherwise, | should only oblige you by

VES.
Y oumust know, then, that from asmple domestic of
his Excdlency, when the latter was only Don Francisco
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de Sandovd, this man has arrived, by degrees, &t the
post of his first secretary. There never was a prouder
man; he looks upon himsdf as the Duke of Lermas
cqllﬁue and, a bottom, he may be sad to share
with him the authority of Prime Minister; snce he
bestows pogts and governments on whom he plesses
to oblige. This the public often murmurs at; but he
gives himsdf no trouble about the matter: provided
an affair yields him a handsome present, he bids
defiance to censure. You will essly conceive, from
what | have sad (added Don Diego), how you are to
behave to such a haughty morta.” ' 0 yes! (said I?
leave that to me. It will be very unlucky indeed, if

cannot gain his favour. When one knows the foible
of a person whom he wishes to please, he must be no
conjurer if he fails of success' , Wll, then (replied
IIi/lontemr), I will now present you to the Duke of

eama’

We went immediately to the house of that Minister,
whom we found giving audience in a grest hall, where
there was more company than a court. Here | saw
commanders and knights of Caatrava and Santiago,
soliciting for governments and viceroyalties;, bi
who, bang sickly at their own dioceses, desired to
made archbishops, only for the change of air; and
some holy fathers, of the orders of . Dominic and
S. Francis, who laid clam to the mitre, with grest
humility. 1 likewise observed some half-pay officers,
who acted the same part that Captain Chinchilla had
formerly performed; that is spent al they had in
dancing attendance for a pension. If the Duke did
not gratify al their desres, he, at least, received their
Eetltlons with grest affability; and | perceived that

e answered very politely to those who spoke to him.

We waited patiently, until_he had dispatched dl
these supplicants: then Don Diego sdd to him, ' My
lord, here is Gil Bias de Santillana, that ?/oung man
whom your Excellency has chosen to suplgy the place
of Don Vderic! At these words, the Duke casting
his eyes upon me, sad, in a very obliging manner,



BOOK VIII, CHAPTER I 103

that | had dr merited it, by the services | had
done him.  He afterwards carried me into his closet,
to discourse with me in private, or rether, judge of my
understanding by my conversation. He desired to
know who | was, and thelife | had hitherto led, exact-
ing of me a sincere narration of the whole,. What a
detail was thlsbfor me to give ! there was no thinking
of telling lies before a Prime Minigter of Spain. On
the other hand, | had so many things to tdl at the
expense of my vanity, that | could not resolve on a
eneral confesson. How _should | extricate myself
rom this embarrassment ? | took the resolution of
embellishing the truth, in those parts where it would
have offended in its nakedness; but he did not fall
to discover it, in soite of dl my skill. , Senor de
Santillana (said he, with a smile, when | had finished
my story), | see you have been in your time a bit
of a picaroon." | answered, with ‘a blush, ' Your
Excellency ordered me to be sincere, and | have
obeyed,, | am obliged to thee for it (he replied):
go, my child, thou hast come off very chegply. | am
astonished that thou wast not undone by ill example,
There are many honest people who would have turned
great rogues, had fortune put them to the same trids.

, Friend Sentillana (continued the Minister), forget
thy ﬁas life; and remember, that thou now belongest
to"the King, in whose service thou wilt be employed
for the future. Follow me, and | will make thee
acquainted with the nature of thy office.’ He carried
me into a little closet adjoining to his own, where |
saw, upon shdves twenty thick regigers in falio.
"It is here (said he) where thou must work. These
registers compose a dictionary of dl the noble families
within the kingdoms and principdities of the Spanish
monarchy. Every book ' contains, in aphabeticel
order, the abridged history of every gentleman; in
which are recounted the services which he and his
ancestors have performed to the state, as wel as the
affairs of honour in which they have been engaged.
There is dso mention made of their fortune, ther
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moras, and, in a word, of dl their bad qualities. so
that, when they come to solicit favours at court, | see,
with one glance of my eye, whether or not they deserve
them'. That | may have an exact information of all
these things, | have pensionaries everywhere, who-
take care to get good intelligence, which they transmit
to me hi writing; but as their memorias are often
diffuse, and stuffed with provincia modesof expression,
they must be rendered more concise, and the diction
polished; because his Mgjesty sometimes orders these
regigers to be read to him. In this work, which
requires a perspicuous style, | will employ thee, this
very moment.'

So saying, he took out of a portfolio, full of papers,
amemorial, which he put into my hand ; and went out
of my closet, leaving me ét liberty to perform my coup
dessai. | read the piece, which seemed not onl?;
stuffed with barbarous terms, but even filled wit
indecent passion; though it had been composed by a
monk in the town of Solsona  He there tore to pieces,
without mercy, a good Catdonian family; and God
knows if he spoke truth: it looked so much like a
scandaous libel, that | at first made some scruple of
working upon it; being afraid of making mysdf an
accomplice in the calumny. Nevertheless, noviceas|
was at court, | went on, a the hazard of his reverence's
soul; and placing dl the iniquity, if there was any in
the case, to his account, began to dishonour, in good
Cadtilian phrases, two or three generations of honest
men, perhaps.
| had aready finished four or five pages, when the
Duke, impatient to know how | performed, returned
and said, ' Santillana, show me what thou hast done;
for | long to see it At the same time, throwing his
eyes upon my work, he read the beginning with great
attention; and seemed s0 wdl satisfied, that | was

! Lesage most likely had in mind the registers drawn
up by the Intendants in 1698 at the request of the Duo de
Bourgogne :_extracts are given by the Comte de Boulain-
villiers in L'Etat de la France (Paris, 1737).
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surprised a his commendation. ' Prepossessed as |
was in thy favour (said he), | confess thou hast sur-
passed my 'expectation : thou writest not only with al
the clearness and distinction that | desired, but thy
syle is ds0 spirited and easy: thou justifiest the
choice | have made of thy pen, and consolest me for
the loss of thy predecessor.’ He would not have con-
fined my eulogium to this, had he not been interrupted
by the arrival of his nephew, the Count de Lemos,,
whom his Excellency embraced severa times, and
received in such a manner, as gave me to understand
that he loved him with a tender affection. They shut
themselves up together, to tak in private of a family
affair, which | shal have occason to mention in the
sequel; and with which the Minister, at that time,
seemed to be more engrossed, than with the business
of the King.

While they were engaged together, | heard the clock
srike twelve; and as | knew that the secretaries and
clerks quitted their offices at that hour, to go and dine
somewhere, | left my performance, and went out, not
with a view of going to Monteser's house, for he had
adready paid my appointments, and | had taken my
leave of him, but to the most famous ordinary of the
court-end of the town: a common eating-house would
not now serve my turn. Remember that thou now
belongest to the King, These words, which the Duke
had pronounced, were seeds of ambition that every
instant sprung up in my soul.

! The Count de Lemos was both nephew and son-in-law
of the Prime Minister ; hismother was L ermassister, and
his wife was Lerma's second daughter.

E3
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CHAPTER Il

He learns that Ms post is not altogether without mortifi-
cations. His uneasiness at this piece of news,
which obliges him to alter his conduct

| WAS at qgeat pains, when | entered, to let the land-
lord know that | was secretary to the Prime Minister;
and in that qudity, | did not know what to order
for my dinner: | was afraid of bespesking something
that might savour of parsimony, and therefore bade
him dress what he himsdf should think proper.
Accordingly, he regded me in a sumptuous manner,
and | was served with marks of repect which gave me
dill more pleasure than the good cheer. en the
bill was brought, | threw a pistole upon the table,
leaving to the waiters one-fourth of it at least; for so
much remained over and above the reckoning. After
which, | strutted awa}y with such gestures as showed
that | was mighty well pleased with my own person.
About twenty yards from hence, there was a large
house, in which noblemen that were strangers com-
monly lodged. Here | hired an apartment, co_nsstlg
of five or Six rooms handsomeIK furnished, asif | h
aready enjoyed two or three thousand ducats a year;
and even pad the first month per advance. After-
wards, returning to work, | spent the whole afternoon
in continuing what | had begun in the morning.
There were two more secretaries in a dosst next to
mine; but they only transcribed what the Duke gave
them to copy. With these | contracted an acquaint-
ance that very evening, when we went out together;
and, in order to gain their friendship the sooner,
carried them to my tavern, where | ordered for supper
the best dishes in season, with the most delicate wines.
We sat down together, and began to converse with
more gaiety than wit; for to do justice to my guests, |
soon percelved that they did not owe to their genius
the places which they possessed. They were con-
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noiseurs, indeed, in the different kinds of hand-
writing; but they had not the lesst tincture of
university education. )

~ To make amends for this, they understood their own
little interest to admiration; and were not sO much
intoxicated with the honour of serving the Prime
Minigter, but that they complained of their Stuation.
, We have (said one of them) aready exercised our
employment five months at our own expense, without
drawing one farthing; and, which is worse, our ap-
pointments are not regulated; nor do we know upon
what footing weare' , Asfor my part (said the other),
I would with al my heart put up with twenty stripes,
instead of appointments, to be alowed the liberty of
engaging mysdf elsewhere; for | dare not retire of
my own accord, nor demand my discharge, after the
secrets withwhich | have been entrusted; else | might
chance to vist the tower of Segovia, or casle of
Alicante. ) ) )

" How do you make shift to live, then ? (sad | to
them) | suppose you have fortunes of your own.
They answered, they had ver%/ littte money; but,
luckily for them, they lodged at the house of an honest
widow, who gave them credit for their board, at the
rate of one hundred pistoles a year from each. All
this discourse, of which | did not lose one word, diss-
pated in an instant the fumes of mal grlde.: | concluded,
that no more consideration would be paid to me than
to others ; consequently, | had no cause to be so much
charmed with my pogt, which was not quite so sub-
dantid as | had imagined; and that, in short, | could
not be too frugal of my purse.  These reflections cured
me of my extravagance. | began to repent of having
invited my fellow-secretaries, wished the repast at an
end ; and, when the bill was brought, disputed with the
landlord on every article. o ]

My friends and | parted at midnight; because | did
not press them to stay longer. They went home to
their widow, and | to"my superb apartment, which |
now was mad with mysdf for having hired; and which
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| firmly resolved to leave at the month's end. It was
to no purpose for me to lie down on a good bed; my
anxiety banished al reggse; and | passed the night
in contriving means of being paid by his Maesty for
my work. | stuck, on this occasion, to Monteser's
advice, and rose with a resolution of going to pay my
respects to Don Rodrigo de Cdderon. | was in a
very proper disposition to appear before such a proud
man, because | found | had occasion for his protection.
| repaired then to the secretary, whose lodging com-
municated with that of the Duke of Lerma, and even
equalled it in magnificence: by the furniture, it would
have been a difficult matter to distinguish the master
from the man. | sent in my name, as the successor
of Don Valerio ; but, for al that, | waited in the ante-
chamber upwards of an hour. ' New Mr. Secretary
(said | to mysdlf at thisjuncture), have alittle patience,
|Sfe|you plesse: | find you must dance attendance your-
f, before you make other people do so! The
chamber-door being opened at length, | entered, and
advanced towards Don Rodrigo, who having just
finished abillet-douxto hischarming Sirena, wasputting
it into Pedrillo's hands. | had never appeared before
the Archbishop of Granada, the Count Galiano, nor
even the Prime Minister, so respectfully as | pre-
sented mysdlf to the eyes of Senor de Caderon, whom
| sduted with a bow to the very ground, begging his
protection in such submissive terms, that | cannot
remember them without a blush. My meanness would
have turned to my prejudice, in the opinion of a rea
entleman; but he was pleased with my groveling
aviour, and assured me, obligingly enough, that he
would let dip no opportunity of doing me service.
| thanked him with great demongrations of zed
for his favourable sentiments of me ; and having vowed
eterna attachment to him, took my leave for fear of
incommoding him; and begged he would excuse me,
if | had interrupted him in his important affairs.  As
soon as | had acted this mean part, | went to my
office, where | finished the task which had been
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imposed.  The Duke, who did not fail to come thither
in the morning, was no less pleasad with the end, than
he had been with the beginning of my work; and
said: ' This is extremely well: write as well as thou
cang this abridged history in the register of Catalonia:
after which, thou shalt teke another information
out of the portfolio, and manage it in the same manner.’
| had a pretty long conversation with his Excellency,
and was charmed with his sweetness, and familiarity
of behaviour. What a difference was there between
him and Caderon! They were two figures strongly

contrasted. ) )

| dined that day in an eating-house for a moderate
expense; and resolved to go thither incognito every
evening, until | should see the effect of my com-
plaisance and servility. | had money sufficient to
maintain me three months, during which | resolved
to work at a venture; proposngB as the shortest follies
are the least Prejudiual, to abandon the court and
al its tinsd, if 1 should receive no sdary before the
expiration of that term. This therefore, was my
plan. | spared nothing, during two months, to
plesse Caderon; but he took so little notice of my
endeavours, that despairing of success, | changed
my conduct towards him; and exerted mysdf who_IIK
in profiting by those moments of conversation whic
| had with the Duke.

CHAPTER IV

Gil Bias gains the favour of the Duke of Lerma, who
entrusts him with a secret of great importance

ALTHOUGH his Grace, to use the expresson, only just
appeared before me, and vanish ain, everyday,
| insengibly rendered mysdf so agreeable to his Excel-
lency, that he said to me one afternoon, , Hark ye,
Gil Bles | like thy disposition and understanding, and
have aregard for thee accordingly. Thou art a zedous,
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faithful young fellow, .extremeg{ intlligent and dis-
creet ; so that 1 don't think | shal misplace my confi-
dence, if | bestow it upon thee' | threw mysdf on
my knees, when | heard these words ; and after having
respectfully kissed one of his hands, which he held out
to raise me up, answered, , Isit possble then, that your
Excedlency can deign to honour me with such extra-
ordinary favour ? What secret enemies will your
goodness raise up against me !  But there is only one
man whose hatred | dread, and that is Don Rodrigo de
Cdderon. .

' Thou hast nothing to apprehend from that quarter
(replied the Duke): 1 know Calderon; he has been
attached to me from his infancy; and | may venture
to say, his sentiments are so conformable to mine, that
he careses those whom | Jove, and hates those who
disoblige me: instead of dreading his aversion, thou
mayst, on the contrary, depend upon_his friendship.’
By this, | could plainly perceive, that Seiior Don Rod-
rgo was a cunning rogue, who had got on of
his Excellency's soul; and that 1 could not be too
cautious with him. ~To begin (added the Duke?
with putting thee in possesson of my confidence, | will
disclose to thee a design which | have projected; for
it is necessary that thou shouldst be informed of it
that thou mayst acquit thyself the better of the com-
missions in which | intend to employ thee. | have a
long time beheld my authority in general respected,
my decisons blindly followed,” and commissions, em-
ployments, governments, viceroydties, and benefices,
digdosed of, according to my wish. | may be sad
to reign in Spain; and it is impossble to push my
fortune farther: but | would secure it againg the
storms that begin to threaten me; and, for that effect,
want to have my nephew, the Count de Lemos, for my
succesor in the ministry.'

Here the Duke, observing that | was extremely
surprised at what | heard, said: ' | see your surprise,
Santillana; you think it very strange that | should
prefer my nephew to my own'son, the Duke of Uceda:



BOOK VIII, CHAPTER IV m

but.you must know, that this last has too narrow a
enits to fill my place; besdes, | am his enem&:, he
as found the Secret of being agreedble to the King,
who wants to make him his favotrite ; and this iswhat
| cannot bear. The favour of a sovereign is like the
ﬁomon of a woman whom we adoré a piece of
appiness of which we are so jedous, that we cannot
resolve to share it with arival, however connected to
us by the ties of blood and friendship..,

, I'now disclose to thee (continued his Grace) the very
bottom of my soul. | have aready attempted to ruin
the Duke of Ucedawith hisMgjesty; and as| could not
succeed, | have changed my batfery. | design that
the Count de Lemos shdl insinuateé himsdf into the
good graces of the Prince of Spain.  Being gentleman
of his bed-chamber, he has an opportuni ¥]of talking
with him every moment; and besdes that 'he does not
want wit, | know a sure method for him to succeec
in that enterpnse. By this dratagem, | will oppose
my nephew to my son, and breeda divison befween
the two cousins, which will gblige them both to court
my support, the awe of which™will keep them sub-
missive to my will. This (added he) is my scheme;
and thy assdtance will be very sefvicedble to me:
for | will aways send thee to the Count de Lemos.
and thou ghdt report from him whaever he shdl
have occasion to impart.,

After this confidence, which | regarded as r
money, | no longer felt any disquiet. ' At lengt
(sdd 1 to myself), | am under the spout; a shower
of gold will certainiy rain upon me; for it is impossible
but that the confidant of a man, who, by way of
excdlence, is cdled the great iflar of the Spanish
monarchy, should be in a very short time loaded with
wedth., ~ Full of such agregable hope, | saw with
indifference my poor purse giving up the ghogt.
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CHAPTER V
Gil Blas is overwhelmed tvith joy, honour, and distress

THE Minister's affection for me was soon perceived;
for he affected to give marks of it in public, giving me
the charge of his portfolio, which he used to carry in
his own hand to council. This novelty making people
look upon me as a small favourite, éxcited the envy
of severd persons; and was the occasion of my receiv-
ing a great ded of Court holy water. My two neigh-
bours, the secretaries, were not the last in compliment-
ing me upon my appro_achmg greatness; and they
invited me to sup a their widow's, not so much in
return for my treat, as with a view to engage me in
their behaf for the future. | was welcomed every-
where; even the haughty Don Rodrigo changed his
behaviour to me, and now called me nothing but
Senor de Santillana; though, before that, he only
favoured me with you, always omitting the term Senor.
He loaded me with civilities, $ﬁeu dlg when he
thought our patron might observe him: but | assure
ou he had no fool to ded with; | answered al his
indness with equa politeness; and the more o, the
more | hated him in my heart: an old courtier could
not have excelled me m this particular.
| likewise accompanied my Lord Duke to Court,
whither he commonly went three times a day. In
the morning, he entered his Magesty's bed-chamber as
soon as he was awake; and knedling by the bedside,
discoursed of those things that were to be done in the
day; havmﬁ d dictated to his master what was
to be sad, he retired; and returned immediately after
dinner, not to talk on date affairs, but to converse on
entertaining subjects, and regae the King with al the
merry adventures which happened in Madrid, and of
which he was dways very early informed. Lagt of
dl, he visted him, for the third time, in the evening,
when he gave such an account as he thought proper
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of what he had done through the day, and in a cardess
manner asked his Majesty's orders for to-morrow.
While he was with the King, | remained in the ante-
chamber, where | saw people of quality, devoted to
the idol Favour, court my conversation, and think
themsalves hagPy, if 1 entered into discourse with
them. How, arter this, could | help thinking mysdf
a man of consequence ? There are a great many at
Court who have the same opinion of themselves, upon
amuch more dender foundation. ]

One day, | had ill more food for my vanity: the
King, to whom the Duke had spoken very advanta-
geoudy of my dyle, was VQI curious to see a specimen
of it. Uponwhich, his Excellency made me take up the
Cataonian register, and.carr&n ng me into the presence,
ordered me to read the first story which | had abridged.
If I was at first disturbed by the presence of the King,
| was soon composed by ‘that of the Minister; and
read my performance, which his Majesty heard with
plessure.” He expressed his sdtisfaction, and even
recommended me to the Minister's protection. This
did not a dl diminish the pride of my heart; and
the conversation which | had a few days after with the
Count de Lemos quite filled my head with the idess
of ambition. | went to this nobleman from his uncle,
andfinding him at the Prince of Spain's Court, Eg)raerned
to him a Jetter of credentials; in which the Duke tald
him, that he might open himsdlf to me, as to one who
was perfectly well acquainted with their design, and
chogen by him astheir common messenger.  The Count
having réad this hillet, conducted me into aroom, and
having locked the door, spoke in this manner: ' Since
you enjoy the confidence of the Duke of Lerma, | don't
doubt that you deserve it; and | ought to make no
difficulty in agwlng you mine ds0. You must know

en, that mafters go on svimmingly. The Prince of
Spain digtinguishes me from dl the noblemen who are
IE:_ers:onail}r/1 ached to him, and who study to please

im. | had"this mornmg; a private conversation with
him, in which he chegrined a seeing himself,
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through the Bang's avarice, unable to follow the
dictates of his generous heart, or even to spend like a
Prince.  On this occasion, | did not fail to lament his
situation; and profiting by the opportunity, promised
to bring a thousand pistdles to him at his lever to-
morrow, as an earnest of greater sums which | have
undertaken to furnish him with in a very little time.
He was charmed with my promise; and 1 am certain
of caﬂnvailr]g his favour, if | keep my word. Go and
tell these circumstances to my uncle, and return in
the evening, to inform me of his sentiments of the

matter.

| quitted the Count de Lemos immediately, and
went to the Duke of Lerma, who, on my report,
sent to Caderon for a thousand pistoles, which he gave
me to carry in the evening to the Count. This | per-
formed; Saying to mysdt, 'Oho! | now. see planly
what the infdlible method is which the Minister takes
to succeed in his enterprise: upon my soul! he is.in
the right; and, to dl appearance, these Prod|gallt|ee
will not ruin hisfortune: I can easily guessfrom whose
coffers these pigtoles are taken: but after dl, it is
but reasonable that the father should maintain the
son' The Count de Lemo_sd when we parted, sad
_softIP(, , Farewedll, dear confidant; the Prince of Spain
is alittle amorous: you and | must have a conference
on that subject one of these days: | foresee that | shall
have occagon for your dexterity very soon.' | came
home musing on these words, which were not at dll
ambiguous, and whichfilledmewithjoy. , Thedevil 1
(sad1) | am just on the eve of becoming Mercury to
the heir of thé kingdom.' | did not examine into the
goodness or badness of the office; the quality of the
gdlant lad g}y virtue adegp. What glory was it for
me to be made minister of pleasure to a great Prince!’
, Softly, Mr. Gil Bias (somefolkswill say), the business
was only to make you deputy-minister” 1 own it:
but a bottom the honour of both these podts is equa,
the difference lies in the profits only. ]

While | executed these noble commissons, advancing
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a/erl\ér,day farther and farther in the good graces of
the Prime Minister; with such enchanting hopes, how
happy should | have been, if ambition had secured me
from the cravings of hunger ! More than two months
had eagpsed since | had quitted my magnificent apart-
ment, and hired a smal chamber very frugally fur-
nished.  Although this gave mo some pain, as | came
out early in the morning, and did not go home to bed
before night, | bore my fortune patienfly. The whole
day | appeared upon my thedre, that is, in the Duke's
house, and played the part of a man of consequence:
but when | h creﬂt up into my garret, my importance
vanished, and nothing remained but poor Gil Bias
without maney; and, which is worse, without anythin

that could fetch it.  Though | had not been too“prou

to discover m ny to anybody, | did not know
one person that could assst’ me, except Navarro,
whom | had neglected so much, since | turned courtier,
that | had not ‘assurance enough to make api)hcanon
to his friendship. | had been obliged to sl dl my
clothes piecemedl, except those for which | had abso-
lute occasion. | went no more to the eating-house,
because | had not wherewithal to pag/ my ordinary.
How did | makeshift, then, to subsst 7 Every mori-
ing a little breed and wine was brought into our
offices for breakfast: this was dl that the Minister
alowed: this wes dl | ae through the day; and 1
generaly went supperless to bed.

Such”was the Stuation of a man who shone at
Court, and who was more properly an object of com-
passon than en\ﬁ%/. Neverthdess,” | could no longer
sugain the weight of my misery; and at Im%h deter-
mined to disdose it, with addr to the Duke of
Lerma, as soon as an opportunity should offer.  He
pily for me, | found an occdgson a the Escorid,
whither the King_and Prince repaired, some days after
| had come to this resolution,
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CHAPTER VI

The manner in which Gil Blas informs the Duke of
Lerma of his necessity, and that Minister's behaviour
on the occasion

WHILE the King was at the Escorid, he defrayed the
expense of everybody; so that there | did not fee
where the shoe pinched : | lay in a wardrobe, just by
the bed-chamber of the Duke; who, one morning,
rising as usual a bresk of day, made me take some
papers and a standish, and follow him into the palace-
garden. We went and sat down under a tuft of trees,
where | put myself, by his order, into the posture of a
man writing on the crown of his hat; while he held in
his hand a paper, which he pretended to read: so that,
a a distance, we seemed busy in very serious affairs,
though al the while we talked of nothi n% but trifles.

[For the space of an hour, | had diverted his Excellen
with al the sdlies that my good-humour could afford,
when two magpies ﬁerch| ng on the trees under which
we s, began to chatter m such a noisy manner, as
attracted our attention. ' These birds (sad the Duke)
seem to scold one another: | should be ve(rjy glad to
know the cause of their quarrel.’ 'My lord (said 1),
your curiosity puts me in mind of an Indian fable,
which | have read in Pilpay, or some other author of
that kind~' The Minister desred to hear it, and |
recounted it in these words: ) ) )

' Heretofore a good monarch reigned in Persia, whose
genius being not quite extensive enough to govern

Thisfable does not occur in Bidpal for Pilpa3{). It beaxs
a certain resemblance to the twenty-first gpologue in M
Cortdt Lucanor, composed hv the Infante Don Juan Manuel
about 1342, and firstissued by Gonzalo Argote de Molina
a Seville in 1575, For oriental sources and pardlels,
e the note by Hermann Knust and Adolf Birch-Hirsch-
felgsg1 their edition of EI Conde Lucanor (Leipzig, 1900),
p. 352



BOOK VIII, CHAPTER VI 17

his kingdom of himself, he left that care to his grand
vizier Atalmuc', a man of superior capacity, who sup-
ported the weight of that vast monarchy, without
gooping, and maintained it in profound peece He
had even the art of making the royd authority loved,
as wel as feared; and the subjects en#'o ed an affec-
tionate father in avizier, who wasfaithful to his Prince.
Atalmuc had, among his secretaries, a young Kash-
minan, caled Zeangir, whom he loved more than dl
the others. He took pleasure in his conversation,
carried him in his company to the chase, and even
disclosed to him his most secret thoughts. One day,
while they hunted together in a wood, the vizier seeing
two ravens croaking on a tree, said to his secretary,
" I wish | knew what these birdsare talking of, in their
language" " Senor (answered the Kashmirian), your
wish may be accomplished." " How can that be 7'
replied “Atalmuc). " A cabdidtical dervish (sad

eangir) taught me the language of birds. If you
please, | will listen to these, and repest to you verbatim
everything that | shal hear." ¢

' Thevizier consented; and the Kashmirian approach-
ing the ravens, seemed to lend an attentive ear to
their discourse: after which, returning to his master,
" Senor (said he), would you bdieve it ? we are the sub-
ject of their conversation." " Impossible (cried the
Persan Minister); what can they say of us?' " One
of them (replied the secretary) sad, , Behold the Grand
Vizier Atalmuc in person, that tutelar eagle, who covers
Perda like a nest with his wings and incessantly
watches for its preservation. As a relaxation from
his painful tails, he huntsin thiswood with hisfaithful
Zeangir. How happy is that secretary in sen/in? a
master who has so much affection for him!" ' Softly
(said the other raven), softly; don't too much extol

! The name probably derives from the Histoire du Roy
Bedreddin Lolo et de’son Visr Atolmulc, surnomme le
Viair triate in the younger Francois Petis de la Croix's
Contes Persans (Paris, 1729). Lesage seems to have colla
borated in this trandation.
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the happiness of that Kashmirian : Atamuc, 'tis true,
converses familiarly with him, honours him with his
confidence, and, [ don't doubt, mtends to give him
a congderable post: but, before that O%Opens Zeang|r
will die of hunger. That poor devil lodges in a small
patry room, where he is in want of t e common
necessaries of life. In aword, he lives in a miserable
manner, though nobody a Court perceivesit. The
Grand Vizier never thinks of inquiring into his circum-
dances; but, content with entertaining favourable
sentlments in his behalf, leaves him, hi the meantime,
ﬂey to Ioovert%/
| left off spesking, in order to observe the
Duke who asked, with a_smile, what impresson the
g)O ue made on the mind of Atalmuc, and if the
rand Vizier was not offended at the presumption, of
|ssecretg " No, my lord (said I, in great confusion
at his qu |on) the fable S, that on the contrary,
him with favours' ' That was lucky
(r Iled the Duke, with a serious air); some Ministers
would not_like to be so schooled. But (added he,
breaking off the discourse, and c?ettmg up) | believe
the King will soon be awake, and my duty obliges me
to be néar him.!  So sayi g he walked hatily towards
the pdace without spesking another word, “and very
|II|pI asl |m |ned Wi hthelndlan fable,
followed o the very door of his Maeﬂys
bed-chamber; after which, Went and ﬁut the papérs
into the place from whence | had taken t
entered the clost where our two copying secretaries
were at work; for they were dso dong with us.
What is the matter with you, Seiior de trllana'>
sad they, when they saw me) you seem very much
(t:irsturbedl Has any disagr e accident happened
oyou ?
Was too much affected with the bad success of my
ue to conced my grief: | recounted to them
what had sad to the Duke; and the%e(preﬁed their
sympathy in the sharp afflrctron which
szed. "' You have great reason to be grieved (&;d
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one of them); | wish you may be better trested than
the secretary of Cardind Spinola, who, tired with
having recaved nothlgg during fifteen months in
which he was employed by his Eminence, took the
liberty, one day, of representing his necessity, and
craving some money for his subsigtence. " It’is but
just (said the Minister), that you should be paid. Here,
(added he, givi n% him an order for a thousand ducats),
go and recave that sum from the roya treasugy; but
remember, at the same time, that | "have no further
occasion for your service”  The secretary would have
consoled himsdlf for his dismissd, had he touched his
thousand ducats, and been alowed to seek lor business
elsawhere; but, just as he went out of the Cardinal's
house, he was arrested by an aguazil, and conducted
to the tower of Segovia, where he has been prisoner
along time/ _ )

This touch of history redoubled my fear; | believed
mysdf undone; and becoming inconsolable, began to
reproach my own impatience, as if | had not suffered
enough. 'Alas! (sad 1) why did | risk that unlucky
fable which has disleasad the Minister ?  Perhaps he
was just on the point of extricating me out of my
miserable situation—nay, perhaps I was on the eve
of making one of those sudden fortunes which astonish
mankind. What riches! what honours have | logt
by my own folly! | ought to have consdered, that
qqreem men don't choose to be anticipated, but desre
that the least gratifications they are obliged to give,
should be received as then: own free grace and favour.
It would have been better for me to continue my
dender regimen, without complaining to the Duke,
and even to let mysdf die of hunger, by which means
the blame would have lain on his Sde.

If | had even preserved some sparks of hope, my
magter, whom | saw in the afternoon, would have
banished them entirely; he was very serious with me,
contrar¥ to custom, and scarce spoke at al; a circum-
stance that threw me into morta disquiet for the rest
of the day; neither did | pess the night in more
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tranquillity, my sorrow for seeing dl my agreeable
illusons vanish, and the dread of increasng the
number of state prisoners, made me groan and lament
my condition till morning. '
The next day was the crigs of my fate. The Duke
ordered me to be called in the morning, and | entered
his chamber, trembli &er a crimina who is going to
receive sentence. ' Santillana (said he, showmg a
Paper which he held in his hand), take this order.’
quaked at the word ' Order,, saying to myself, ' O
heaven ! behold Cardinal Spinola! the carriage is ready
for Segovia' The terror which seized me, was such,
thet | mterrlt\Jj)ted the Minister, and throwing myself
at hisfeet, ' E}I(ord (said |, dl intears), | most humbly
beg, that your Excellency will pardon my presumption’:
it was necessity alone that compelled me to disclose
my_ situation.'
he Duke, who could not hgl(j) laughing a my dis-
order, answered, ' Be comforted, Gil Blas and listen
towhat | am going to say. Although the discovering
thy necessities was a reproach to me for not having
revented them, | am not at dl disobliged, my friend ;
am rather angry with mysdlf for having omitted to
ak how thou [ivest. But to begin with making
amends for this inattention, | give thee this order
for fifteen hundred ducats, which will be paid upon
sight, out of the royal treasury. This is not al; |
promise thee the sime sum annually, and besdes,
when people of wedth and generosity solicit thy
interest, | do not forbid thee to speak in their behalf.
In the ecstasy occasioned by these words, | kissed
the feet of the Minister, who having commanded me
to rise, continued to discourse with me in a familiar
manner. | attempted to recal my good-humour, but
| could not make such a sudden fransition from grief
to joy. | was as much confounded as a wretch who
isinformed of his pardon, in the very minute when he
expected his execution. My master ascribed dl this
agitation to the fear of having incurred his displessure,
though the dread of perpetual imprisonment had no
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less a share in my discomposure.  He confessed that
he had affected coolness towards me, to see whether
or not | should be afflicted at the change; that from
this he was convinced of my sincere attachment to his
person, for which he loved me the more.

CHAPTER VII

The good use to which he -put his fifteen hundred ducats;
the first affair in which he intermeddled, and the
profit from thence accruing

THE King, as if he had intended to gratify my im-
patience, returned the very next day to Madrid ; "upon
which, | flew instantly to the royal treasury, where |
immediately touched the sum contained in my order.
| now listened to nothing but my vanity and ambition ;
| abandoned my miserable room to those secretaries
who are ill E|Jgnorar]t of the language of birds, and
once more hired my fine apartment, which was luckily
untenanted. | sent for a famous tailor, who worked
for dmost dl the beaux; he took my measure, and
carried me to ashop where he took off fivedlsof cloth,
which (he said) was barely sufficient to make a suit
for me. Five dls for a suit in the Spanish taste ?
just heaven !—but let us spare our censure.  Tallors
of reputation aways use more than others. | then
boolég_ t some linen which | wanted very much, silk
sockings, and a beaver laced with point d'Espagne.
This baing done, | thought it would not look well for
me to bewithout a lackey, and desired Vincent Forero,
my landlord, to accommodate me with one of his own
recommendation. Most of the strangers who lodged
with_him, used, on their arrival a Madrid, to take
Spanish vaets into their sarvice, by which means, his
house was the rendezvous of dl the lackeys out of
‘plaoe The firgt that dpremnted himsdf was a youn

ellow of such a soft, devout appearance, that | woul

have nothing to do with him; ne looked too much like
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Ambrose de Lamda ' | don't want (said | to Forero)
a vaet of such a religious deportment; | have been
dready bit by such another. Scarce had | dismissed,
this lackey, when another came in, of a very sprightly
appearance, as impudent as a Court page, with some-
thmt% roguish in his looks. Pleased with his outside,
| put some questions to him, which he answered with
spirit. | observed that he was of an intriguing dis
position, and looking upon him asawbjecta(j)at for my
purpose, engaged him immediately. [ had no cause
to repent of my choice, nay, | percaved, in a very little
time, that | had made an admirable acquisition. As
the Duke had permitted me to speak to him, in favour
of people whom | wanted to serve (and | was resolved
not to neglect this permission), | had occeson for a
pointer to discover the game; that is, an industrious,
plessant fellow proper to find out, and alure those
who had favours to ak of the Prime Minister. This
office was quite the masterpiece of Scipio (such was my
lackey's name), who had in the sarvice of Dona
Anna de Guevara, nurse to the Prince of Spain, where
he had exercised that talent to some purpose.

As soon as he understood my credit, and that |
should be glad to use it, to the best advantage, he
went to work, and that very day sad to me, , Senor,
| have made a prett?/ egood discovery; ayoung gentle-
man of Granada, called Don Roger de Rada, is come to
Madrid on an affair of honour, which obliges him to
solicit the Duke of Lermals protection, and he is willing
to pay wel for the favour he shdl obtain; | have
dready spoken with him, and found him desrous of
applying to Don Rodrigo de Caderon, whose power he
had "heard greetly extolled; but | have changed his
intention, by assuring him that Calderon sdis his good
offices at an @(travoggam rate; whereas, you content
yoursdlf with a moderate gratification for yours, and
that you would even employ them gratis, were you in
a situation thagoerm[tt | you_to follow your generous
and disnterested inclination; in short, | ‘spoke to him
in such a manner, as that you will see the gentleman
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a your lever to-morrow morning.’ ' How! gsa'd )]
Mr. Scipio, you have aready done a greet ded of work.
| perceive that you are no novice in matters of intrigue ;
and am surprised that you have not made your fortune.'
, That ought not to surprise you (he replied); | love to
make money circulate, and never hoard up what | get.'

Don Roger de Rada actudly came to my Iodgings
and | recaived him with politeness mixed with pride.
' Senor Cavdier (said 1), before | en%age to serve you,
I must know the affair of honour that brings you to
Court; for it may be of such a nature, that | dare not
SReak to the Prime Minister in your behalf; make,
therefore, if you please, afaithful report of it, and be
assured that | will enter warmly into your interests,
provided a man of honour may espouse them." ' With
dl my heart (replied the young Granadine), | will
sincerely recount my story.' At the same time, he
related it, as follows.

CHAPTER VIII
The history of Don Roger de Rada®

DON ANASTASIO DE RADA, a Granadine gentleman,
lived happily in the town of Antegquera, with Dona
Estephania his wife, who, together with unblemished
virtue, possesd a gentle disposition and a great share
of beauty. If she had a tender affection for her
husband, he was ds0 digtractedly fond of her, and
being naturally addicted to jealousy éthough he had
not the least cause to suspect her fidelity), was not
without disquiet. He was afraid that some secret
enemy of his repose made attempts upon his honour ;
he digrusted dl his friends, except Don Huberto de
Horddes, who had free access to his house, in quality
of Estephanias cousin, and who, indeed, was the only
man he ought to have suspected.

! This is an adaptation of Corndlio's story in Marcos
de Obregon, Relacion 111, Desoanso vii.
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Don Huberto actualy fell in love with his kins-
woman, and had presumption enough to declare hia
passion, without regard to ties of blood, or the par-
ticular friendship subsisting between him and Anas-
taso. The lady being a woman of discretion, instead
of making a discovery which might have been attended
with melancholy consequences, reprimanded her rela
tion with gentleness, represented to him how much he
was to blame, in attempting to seduce her and dis-
honour her husband; and told him very serioudy,
that he must not flatter himsdf with the hope of
SUCCESS.

This moderation served only to inflame the cavalier
the more; and imagining that he must push things
to extremity with a woman of her character, he began
to behave very disrespectfully to her, and one day
had the audacity to press her to satisfy his desre.  She
repulsed him with an air of severity, and threatened to
make Don Anastasio punish hisr ness. The galant,
terrified at this menace, promised to speak no more
of his passion, and on the faith of that promise, Este-
phania pardoned what was past.

Don Huberto, who was naturall wicked
man, could not behold his love so ill repal Wlthout
concelving a base desre of being reveng
knew the gealous temper of Don Anastasio to be SJS-
ceptible of any impression which he had a mind to
give; and he needed no more than this intelligence to
form the blackest design that ever entered into the
heart of a villan. One evening, while he and this
weak husband were walking together, by themsdves,
he said to him, with amelancholy air, ' My desar friend,
| can no longer live without revealing to you a secret,
which | would have kept for ever from your knowledge,
were not your honour dearer to you than your repose;
but your ddlicacy and mine in point of injuries, permits
me not to conced what passes at ?/our house; prepare
to hear a piece of news, which will give you as much
sorrow as surprise, for | must touch you in the
tenderast part.,
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, | understand you (said Don Anastasio, aready dis-
com , your cougn is unfaithful.' , | no longer
own her for'my cousin (replied Horddles, with an ar
of |nd|]glnat|on3, I renounce her: for sheis unworthy of
such ahusband." , Tis too much to make me languish
in this manner (cried Don Anastasio): bg)eak: what
has Estephania done ? ' She has rayed you
%a.nS/vered Huberto); you havearival, whom she enter-
ains in private: but' | know not his name; for the
adulterer, by the favour of a dark night, conceded his

son_from those who observed his retreat.  All |

now is, that you are deceived: that | am certain of.
The concern which | ought to have in this affair, but
too wel verifies my report. Since | declare
a%aldrésttyEstephanla, | must be well convinced of her
infjdelity.

J‘It isin vain (added he, observing that his discourse
had the desired effect), it isin vain for me to tel you
more. | perceive that P/OU don't deserve the ingrati-
tude with which your fove is repaid; and that you
meditate just vengeance on the guilty. | will not
oppose your design.  Never examine who the victim
is, whom you intend to strike; but show to the whole
city, that there is nothing which you cannot sacrifice
toyour honour.' .

he traitor thus animated a too credulous husband
againg an innocent wife, and painted, in such lively
colours, the infamy with which he would be covered
if he should leave the injury unpunished, that he grew
mad with revenge. Don ‘Anasteso having log his
udgement, seemed actuated by the furies, and went

ome, with aresolution to stab his unhappy wife, who
was just going to bed when he came In. He con-
grained himsdf at first, and waited until the servants
were withdrawn: then, unrestricted by the fear of
heaven's wrath, by the dishonour he ‘was going to
reflect upon his family, and even by the natura pity
which he ought to have felt for an’infant, which his
wife had dready carried six months in her womb, he
approached the victim, saying, in a furious tone,
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Thou must die, wretch ! thou hast but a moment to
live; and that my generosla/ dlows thee, to ina
prayer to heaven, to pardon the outrage thou hast
committed againg me: for | would not have thee
lose thy soul, as thou hast logt thy honour.'  So saying,
he unsheathed his poniard. His action and discourse
terrified Estephania, who falling at his feet, and clasp-
n{%/her_hands said to him in the utmost astonishment,
, What is the matter, Senor ! what cause of discontent
have | been so unhappy as to giveyou ? Why would
ﬁou take away thelite of your spouse ? I you suspect

er of infidelity, indeed you are mistaken.' _
"No, no! St/e jealous husband hastily replied) |
am but too well assured of your falsehood: those who

informed me are creditable persons. Don Huberto'——
, Ah, Senor ! (said she, interrupting him with precipita-
tion) you have reason to distrust Don Huberto. He
islessyour friend than you imagine; if he has said any-
thing to the prejudiceof my virtue, do not believe him.
' Peace, infamous woman! (answered Don Anastasio)
by endeavouring to prejudice me against Horddles,
you justify, insteed of dissipating, my suspicions.  You
endeavour to render that relation suspected, because
he is informed of your misconduct: you want to
invalidate his testimony; but that artifice is in vain,
and redoubles my desre of punishing your guilt/
' My dear husband ! (resumed the innocent Estephania,
weeping bitterly) distrust your own blind rage: if you
follow Its emations, you will commit an action, which
it will not be in your power to atone, when once égg
are convinced of 'your injugtice. In the name of
3U|et your transports. at leedt, give yoursdf time to

ear up your suspicions, and do justice to a wife, who
has no crime to reproach hersdf with.'

Any other than Anastasio would have been moved
with these words, and ill more with the affliction of
her who pronounced them; but he, crue man! far
from being melted at her distress, once more bade the
lady recommend hersdlf qU|cl|<_I|y to God, and even
lifted up his arm to drike. ' Hold, barbarian | (cried
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she) if thy love for me is entirely extin%uimed; if the
marks of tenderness which | have lavished upon thee
are effaced from thy remembrance; if my tears cannot
divert thee from thy execrable design; a leadt, have-
some regard to thy ‘own blood. Arm not thy frantic
hand againgt an innocent, who has not yet seen the
light: thou cangt not be its executioner, without
offending heaven and earth. Asfor my part. | forgive
thee my death: but be assured, the blood of the babe
will cry for vengeance upon such a horrible deed.

Howsoever determined Don Anastasio was to pay
no attention to what Estephania might say, he could
not help being moved by these dreadful i which
her last words presented to his thought. herefore,
asif he had beegihI afraid that his emotion would betray
his resentment, he hastened to take advantsge of the
fury that remained in hisheart and plunged his poniard
into theright side of hiswife, quitted his house imme-
diately, and fled from Anteguera

‘Meanwhile, the unfortunate lady was so stunned
with the blow which she had received, that she lay
some minutes on the floor, without any sgns of life:
afterwards, recovering her spirits, sheé uttered such
plaints and lamentations, as brought an old maid-
servant into the room.  As soon as this good woman
saw her migtress in such a piteous condition, she waked
the rest of the domedtics, and even the neighbours®
with her cries The chamber was soon filled with
people; surgeons were cadled; they examined the
wound, and had good hopes of her recovery. They
were not mistaken in their conjecture; for, in alittle
time, they cured Estephania, who was happil
delivered, three months after this cruel adventure, o
aon %Senor Gil Blas), whom younow s | am the
fruit of that melancholy pregnancy. )
_ Although scandd sddom spares a woman's virtue,
itr ed that of my mother; and this bloody scene
wes looked upon in town as the groundless transport
of ajealous hushand. My father, tistrue, was known
to be a violent man, very apt to take umbrage without



128 GIL BLAS DE SANTILLANA

caue. Hordaes concluded that his kinswoman sus-
pected him of having disturbed the mind of Don
Anagtasia with false stories; and satisfied with being, at
leest, half revenged, left off visiting her.  Not to tirp
you, dr, | will not enlarge upon the particulars of my
education; but only obsarve, that my mother's
princidpal care was to have me taught to fence; and |
accordingly learned that exercise, a long time, in the
most celebrated schools of Granada and Seville.  She
waited, with impatience, until | was old enough to
measure my sword with that of Don Huberto, before
.she informed me of the cause she had to complain of
him: then, | being in my eighteenth year, she imparted
to me the whole story; not without shedding tears in
-abundance, and appearing affected. with the most
violent sorrow. What impresson must a mother, in
that condition, make on a son, who neither wanted
ecourage nor sentiment ? | went instantly, and chal-
lenged Hordales to a private place, where, after a
pretty obstinate combat, | ran him through the body,
In three places, and left him breathless on the spot.

Don Huberto, finding himsdf mortally wounded,
‘fixed his last looks upon me, and said he received the
death | had given him, as a just punishment for the
ecrimte he had committed against the honour of my
mother. He confessed that he had resolved upon her
destruction, to be revenged of her scorn; and expired,
asking pardon of heaven, Don Anastasio, Estephania,
and me. | did not think proper to return, in order
to inform my mother of what had happened: | |€eft that
to fame; and passing the mountains, repaired to
Maaga, where | embarked with the captain of a priva-
teer, just ready to sail on a cruise.  He thought | did
not look like One who wanted courage, and gladly
consented that should join his volunteers.

We soon found an opportunity of signdizing our-
sves Near the idand of Albouran, we met a corsair
of Mdlila, in her return to the coast of Africa, with a
Spanish ship richly laden, which she had taken off
Catagena.  We vigoroudy attacked the African,
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and made oursdlves masters of both ships, in which we
found fourscore Chrigians, whom they were carrying
as daves to Barbary. Then takm? advantage of a
favourable wind that _sprunrr:] up for the coast of
(Haéanada, we arived, in a little time, a Punta de
ena

While we asked the daves, whom we had delivered,
the places of their natl\slslzteryﬁeldpm that question to a man
of a good mien, who s to be about fifty years of
age. He answered, with a sigh, that he was from
Antequera. | felt a strange emotion a his _reply,
without knowing wherefore; and he perceiving it, was
remarkably disturbed in histurn. ' 1 am (said |) your
townsman: may | ask the name of your family ?
,Alas! (he replied) you renew my grief, by deann?
me to gratify your curiosity. Eighteen years ago
quitted "Antequera, where [ cannot be femembered
without horror: you yoursalf may, perhaps, have heard
of me but too often: my name Is Don Anastasio de
Rada' , Just heaven! {cried 1) can | believe my
senses ? What! is this Don Anastasio, my own father,
whom | see!'" "What ia that you sy, young man ?
(cried he, in his turn, looking at’me with ‘surprise). Is
it possible that you are that unhappy infant, which
was in its mother's womb, when | sacrificed her to my
fury 7 |, Yes, father (sad 1), | am he whom the
virfuous Estephania brought into the world, three
months after that fatal night on which you left her
weltering in her blood.' o

Don Anagtasio, before | had finished these words,
fell upon my neck, clasped me in his arms, and, for a
whole quarter of an hour, we did nothing but mingle
our sghs and tears. After having yielded to those
tender emotions, that such a meeting could not fail
to rase, my father lifted up his eyes and thanked
heaven for having presarved the lite of Estephania
But, a moment after, as if he had been afraid of

iving thanks unseesonably, he asked in what manner

e innocence of his wife’had been proved ? , Sefior
(ﬁéﬂzl), nobody but you ever doubted it: her <|::onduct
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was aways irreproachable. | will disabuse you: you
must know that you were imposed upon by Don
Huberto.' | then recounted the whole of that relation’'s
ﬁerfldy, the vengeance | had taken, and the confession

e made at his death. My father was not so much
pleased with the recovery of his freedom, as with the
news | told. In the excess of his Jc()}/, he began to
embrace me again with tenderness and transport; and
could not he(I:P pressing his satisfaction with regard
to my conduct. ' Come, my son (said he), let us hasten
to Antequera. | burn with impatience to throw
mysdf at the feet of a wife, whom I have so unworthil
treated. Since you have made me acquainted wit
my own injustice, my heart is torn with remorse !"

| was too esger to brmg together persons who were
S0 dear to me, to retard the happy moment: | quitted
the privateer, and with my share of the prize we had
taken, bought two mules at Adra, my father being
unwilling to expose himself aﬁan to the dangers of the
s He had leisure enough on the road, to relate
his adventures, which | heard with as greedy attention
as that which the Prince of Ithaca pad to those of
the King his father”. In short, after having travelled
severd days, we gained the foot of a mountain, in the
neighbourhood of Antequera, where we halted; and
{_eﬁeolw gg tﬁtgo home privately, did not enter the town
ill midnight.

I Ieavegyou to guess the surprise of my mother, a
the return of a husband, whom she thought for ever
lost; and the miraculous manner (if | may be alowed
the expression) in which he was restored,” became an-
other cause for her agtonishment. He asked pardon
for his barbarity, with such genuine marks of repen-
tance, that she could not help being affected with them;
and instead of regarding him as an assassin, looked upon
him as a man to whom heaven had subjected her will;
90 sacred is the name of husband to a virtuous woman !

! Fendon's Telemaque, first published in 1699, had

renewed itspopularity in theenlarged posthumousedition
isued by the Marquis de Fendon Tn 1717.
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Estephania had been so anxious on my account,
that she was over%oyed at my return.  But her pleasure
was not without alloy: the sgter of Horddes had
begun a criminal process againgt the murderer of her
brother, and caused me to be searched for everywhere,
in such a manner, that my mother knowing how in-
secure | was at home, suffered great uneasiness, which
obliged me to set out that very night for court, where
| come, Senor, to solicit my pardon, which | hope to
obtain, since you design to spesk to the Prime Minister
medmty behalf, and to support me with your whole
credit.

The valiant son of Don Anastasio here finished his
narration; upon which | sad to him, with an ar of
importance: ' Enough, Senor Don Roger, the case
seams pardonable: 1 undertake to communicate your
affair to his Ex.cellenc}/, and | will venture to promise
you his protection,’ The Granadine, upon this assur-
ance, launched out into aworld of thanks, which would
023/ have entered at one ear and gone out at the other
had he not assured me that whatever service | should
do himwoul d beclosefollowed by hisacknowledgement.
As soon as he touched on that ‘string, | put mysef in
motion, and that very day recounted his story to
the Duke, who havin mitted me to introduce the
cavaier, sad to him, " Don Roger, | am informed of
the affair that brought you to court; Santillana has
told me every circumstance ; make yoursdf easy ; you
have done nothing that is not excusable; and it is
particularly to those gentlemen, who revenge their
injured honour, that his Majesty loves to show favour.
For the sake of form, you mus go to prison; but be
assured, you shdl not continue in it long. Your
friend Santillana will take care of the rest and soon
procure F%/our enlargement.’ o

Don Roger made a profound bow to the Minigter,
on whose word he surrendered himsdlf. His pardon,
by my care, was expedited in a very little time ; for,
in less than ten days, | sent this new Telemachus home
to his Ulvsses and Penelope; whereas, had he been



12 GIL BLAS DE SANTILLANA

without a protector, he would not, perhaps, have been
quit for a whole year's imprisonment. | touched no
more than a hundred pigtoles for my good offices, so
that it was not a great catch. But | was not yet a
Calderon, to despise small matters.

CHAPTER IX

Gil Blas finds means to make a considerable fortune in
a very short time, and gives himself great airs
accordingly

THIS affair quickened my appetite; and ten pistoles
which | gave to Scipio, for his right of brokerage,
encouraged him to go upon the scent again. | have
aready extolled his talents in this way: he might have
been justly entitted the great Scipio. The second
customer he brought was a printer, who, in despite of
common sense, had enriched himself by books of
knight-errantry”.  This honest tradesman had pirated
a work belonging to another printer, and his edition
was seized. For three hundred ducats, he obtained,
through my means, areplevy, and escaped alarge fine.
Though the Minister, properly ing, had no busi-
ness with this affair, his Excelency, a my request,
was s0 good as to interpose his authority. After the
rinter, a merchant passed through my ds, or, the
ollowing occason. A Portuguese ship had been taken
by a corsar of Barbary, and afterwards retaken by a
privateer of Cadiz. Two-thirds of the loading be-

11t is unlikely than an¥] Madrid printer known to
Gil Blas can have grown rich by sdling books of knight-
errantry. No book of this class gppeared a Madrid
during”the forty-three years of Philip Il's reign (1555
1598), and but one such book was (r%rnnted in Span
after the publication of Don Quixote (1605-1615). L
however, onlﬁoghared the general impress on—dtill “pre-
valent—that books of chivalry remained hi fashion much
longer than they actualy did.
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longed to a merchant of Lisbon, who having reclaimed
itin vain, came to court, in quest of a patron, who had
credit enough to cause restitution to be made. |
interested mysdlf in his behalf, and he got possesson of
his effects, in consderation of apr which he made
me, of four hundred pigoles, for my protection.
Methinks | hear the reader cry in“this place, , Bravo,
Senor de Santillanal  Put hay into your boots; you are
in a fine road, Ipush your fortune” 0! that I'will, |
warrant you. | see 'if | am not mistaken, my valet
coming. with a_new ePrlze which he has grappled.
RightZit is Scipio—let us hear him. ' Senor (said he),
alow me to introduce this famous operator to you.
He wants a patent to sdl his medicines, exclusive of
al others, during the space of ten years in dl the
cities under the dominion of Sﬁan; that is dl persons
of his professon shdl be prohibited from settling in
the place or places where he resides; and he will pay,
as an acknowledgement, two hundred pistoles to any
person who will procure for him the sad privilege. 1
sad to the mountebank, assuming the patron, " Wdl,
friend, your business shdl be done’  Sure enough,
in a very few days, | digpatched him with patents,
which ertitled him'to the monopoly of chesting people
through dl the kingdoms of Spain. . .
Though my wedth increased, | had obtained of his
Excdlency the four favours | had asked, so eesly, that
| never hesitated in requesting a fifth; which was the
%overnment of the city of Vera, on the confines of
ranada, for a knight of Cdatrava, who promised me
a thousand pidoles for the place e Minister
laughed to see me so hot on the game: ' Egad, Gil
Bias (sad he), you go on et arare rate: you must be
furioudy inclinéd to obllg?e your neighbour. Hark ye,
| shdl not stand upon trifles with you: but when you
demand governments, and other consderable favougsf
ou shdl, if you please, be contented with one half
he profit, and be accountable for the other to me
You cant |m§|ne (added he) what ex | am
obliged to be &, or how many resources | must have



1A GIL BLAS DE SANTILLANA

to support the dignity of my post: for, notwithstanding
the disinterested appearance | assume, | confess | am
not imprudent enough to disorder my domestic affairs.
Take your measures accordingly.’ =~ ,

My master, by this discourse, banishing dl fear of
being importunate, or rather encouraging me to return
frequently to the charge, | became more greedy of
riches than ever; and would have willingly adverfised,
that al those who wanted favours at court, should
apply to me. | went upon one course, Scipio upon
another, in quest of people whom we might serve for
money. My knight of Caatrava had his government
of Vera, for his thousand pistoles ; and | soon obtained
another at the same price, for a knight of Santiago. |
was not contented with making governors only, |
conferred orders of knighthood, and converted some
g plebelans into bad gentlemen, by virtue of
excellent letters patent. | was aso willing that the
clergy should fedl my benevolence: | bestowed small
benefices, canonships, and some ecclesagtica dignities.
As for the bishoprics and archbishoprics, they were dl
in the gift of Don Rodrigo de Caderon, who likewise

pointed magistrates, commanders, and viceroys. A
plain proof that the great places were no better filled
than the small ones ; for the people we chose to occupy
the posts, of which we made such an honourable
traffic, were not aways the best quaified, or most
regular. We knew very wdl, that the wits of Madrid
made themsdves merty at our expense; but we
resembled those misers”who console themselves for
the public scorn with a sight of their gold.

Isocrates has reason to cal intemperance and folly
the inseparable companions of wealth. When | found
myself master of thirty thousand ducats, and in a con-
dition to get, perhaps, ten times as much, | thought |
must then make a figure worthy of the Prime Minigter's
confidant. | hired a whole house, which | furnished
in a handsome manner; bought the coach of a notary,
who had st it up through ogtentation, and now wanted
to get rid of it gy the advice of his baker. | engaged
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a coachman; and, as it is but just to advance old
sarvants, raised Scipio to the triple honour of my
valet de chambre, secretary, and steward. But what
put the finishing sroke to my pride, was the Minister's
alowing my people to wear his livery. This banished
dl the judgements that remained; and | became as
mad as the disciples of Porcius Latro’, who, when they
had made themselves as pae as their magter,
drinking decoctions of cumin, imagined themsalves as
learned; and Wellnlgh believed mysdf the Duke of
Lermas relation. really took it into my head,
that | should pasfor such, or, perhaps, for one of his
bastards : a reflection that gave me infinite plessure.

Add to this, that, in imitation of his Excellency, who
kept open table, | resolved to entertain dso.  For this
pu s, | ordered Scipio to look out for askilful cook;

he found one, S¥vho was, perhaps, comparable to

that of Nomentanus”, of dainty memoi I furnished
my cdlar with delicious Wlna and after having Iad
indl other kinds of provision, began to receive compan
Every evening, some of the principal clerks o the
Minister's office, who proudly assume the quality of
secretaries of dtate, came to sup with me. | gave
them good cheer, and dways sent them home well
watered. Scipio, on his gde (for it was like master,
like man%1 kept table dso, in the buttery, Where he
regaded his acquaintances a my expense
exclusive of my regard for that young fellow, | thought
as he contributed to my getting money, he had a ri ht
to assist me inspendingit.  Bedides, | looked upon this
profusion like a young man, and did not perceive the
consequence. | “had another resson dso for over-
looking it. Benefices and employments never ocessed
bringing grist to the mill; and seding my finances
daily increase, | thought | had, for once, driven a nail
into the whesl of fortune.

There was nothing now wanting to gratify my

1 Marcus Porcius Latro was a Spanish-Roman rhetori-

uqﬁ Ovid is sad to have been one of his pupils.
See Horace, Satires, |, 102
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vanity, but to make Fabricio an eyewitness of my
pomp. | did not doubt that he was returned from
Andalusia; and, that | might have the Fleesure of
surprising him, sent him an anonymous billet, import-
ing, that a Scilian nobleman, of his acquaintance,
expected him to supper, a such aday, hour, and place.
Nunez came a the time appointed, and was amazed
to find that | was the foreign nobleman, who had
invited him to supper. ' Yes friend (said | to him),
thisis my house; | have a handsome equipage, a good
table, and a strong box besides’ |, Isit possble (cried
he, with great vivacity) that | find thee again in such
opulence! how happy am | in having recommended
thee to Count Gdiano! | told thee that he was a
generous nobleman, who would soon make thee eassy
for life. Thou hast, doubtless (added he), followed the
wise advice | gave thee, and given the butler a little
more rein. | congratulate thee upon thy conduct;
for it is by such prudent measures only that the
stewardsin great families become so rich.

| let Fabricio applaud himself as much as he pleased,
for having introduced me to the service of Count
Galiano: after which, in order to moderate the joy
which hefelt for having procured me such a good post,
| related the marks of gratitude with which that noble-
man had repaid my service: but perceiving that my
poet, while | made the detail, sang his recantation
within himsdlf, | said to him, ' | forgive the Sicilian—
between you and me, | have more cause to regjoice
than be sorry, a his behaviour towards me. If the
Count had not used meill, 1 should have followed him
to Sicly, where | should now be a servant, in expecta-
tion of an uncertain establishment. In a word, |
should not be confidant to the Dukeof Lerma’ Nunez
was 0 struck with these last words, that he continued
ome minutes incapable of uttering one gyllable
Then, bresking slence, dl of asudden; ' Did | under-
stand you aitght ? (sad he). What! have you the
confidence of the Prime Minister ? , | share it (I
replied) with Don Kodrigo de Caderon, and, in all
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ance, | shdl make great progress’ ° Truly,
gg])g?r de Santillana (said heﬁ I Iogko_gupon you wi¥h
admiration! you are capable of filling dl sorts of
employments.” What taents you are master of ! you
have {to use the expresson of our tennis-court) "the
universal tool: that is to say, you are qudlified for
everything. Findly, Senor {added he), | am over-
joyed at your worship's prosperity.” ' Oh the devil!
gsei'ud [, interrupting him). Mr. Nunez, a truce with
or and your worship: let us banish these terms,
and live familiarly together. ' Thou art in the right
(he replied), | ought not to look upon thee otherwise
than usual, athough thou art become rich. 1 will
confess my weakness : | was dazzled when | understood
thy happy fate. But that prejudice is over, and |
now behold thee again as my old friend Gil Bias'

Our conversation was interrupted by the arrival of
four or five cleks. , Gentlemen (said | to them,
Er&een_tmg Nunez), you shal sup with Senor Don

abricio, who composes verses worthy of King Numar,
?nd Wr|t?$|n r?]rosa Ilke(zj gdprgdggty.' Unll_léﬁkﬂyfhlatspoke
0 people who regar 0 little, our
author suffered on account of krl?/s profession.  Scarce
would they deign to favour him with alook. It wasto
no purpose that he sad witty things, in order to
dtract their attention; they did not perceive the
beauty of his sdlies: and he was so much_ piqued at
their want of taste, that he made use of his poetical
licence, and cunningly withdrawing from the company,
disappeared.  Our clerks did not perceive his retred,
and sat down to table, without so much as asking
what was become of him. )

Just as | had done dressing, next morning, and
was %omg abroad, the poet of Adurias entered my
chamber, saym?, | ask Eardon (m fnend% for having
so abruptly Teft thy clerks last night; but truly, | was
s0 much out of my element, among them, that | could

! The obscure versss sung by the Sdian priests in
thelr processions were composer}/ by Numa. [Thisis a
trandation of anote by Lesage] F3
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no longer endure my stuation. A parce of insolent
fellows with their self-sufficient starched airs! | can't
comprehend how thou, who hast an acuteness of under-
ganding, canst accommodate thyself to such stuEid,
guests; this very day (added he) | will bring hither
fellows of wit and spirit’ ' | shall be obliged to thee
(answered 1) and will entirely depend upon thy taste
in the choice of them." , Thou art in the right (said
he). | promise thee superior geniuses, of the most
entertaining characters. | will go this instant to a
coffee-house, where they meet, and begpesk them
before they engage themsalves elsewhere; for, happy
is the man who can have their company at dinner or
supper, so much are they admired for their agreegble
humour.'

So saying, he left me, and at supper-time returned
with six authors only, whom he introduced to me, one
after another, characterizing each as he presented
him. To hear him, one would have thought that those
wits surpassed those of ancient Greece and Italy; and
their works (as he said) deserved to be engraven in
letters of gold. | received those gentlemen very
politely, an4 even affected to load them with civility;
for the nation of authors is a little vainglorious.
Though | had not laid my injunctions to Scipio to take
care that our table should be sumptuously furnished,
as he knew what sort of people | wasto treat that day.
he had reinforced our services of his own accord. In
short, we went to supper in; high glee ; my poets began
to talk of themsdves, and were not slent in their own
prase. One with alofty air, mentioned grandees and
ladies of quality who were delighted with his muse;
another, finding fault with the choice which a learned
academy had made of two members, modestly observed
that they ought to have chosen him.  The discourse of
the rest was not a whit less arrogant.  In the middle
of supper, they worried me with verse and prose
each in his turn, repeating a specimen of his own
writings, one regded me with a sonnet; another
rehearsed a scene of atragedy; a third read a criticism
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upon acomedy; and afourth, endeavouring in histurn
to give us an ode of Anacreon, trandated into wretched
Spanish verse, was interrupted by one of his brethren,
who told him that he had used an improper term.
The author of the trandation denied his assertion;
and a dispute arose, in which dl the wits espoused one
sde or other; the votes were equal, the disputants
grew hot, and proceeded to invectives.  The debate
il continued; until, becoming quite furious, they got
up and went by the ears together. Fabricio, SCipio,
my coachman, lackeys, and mysdlf, had dl sufficient
work in parting them; which when we had accom-
plished, thgﬁ_ went away, as if from a public-house,
without making the least apology for their impolite
behaviour. )

Nuiiez, uPon. whose promise | had formed an agree-
able idea of this entertainment, remained very much
out of countenance at this adventure. ' Wdl, friend
(said I to himy), will you ill extol your fellow-guests ?
U_Pon my conscience, you have brought hither a
villainous set. | will henceforth keep to my clerks;
don't talk to me of authors' "I will bring no more
such (answered he), thou hast seen the best of the
whole tribe.

CHAPTER X

The morals of Gil Blas are entirely corrupted at court.
He is charged with a commission by the Count de
Lemos and engages in an intrigue with that
nobleman

As soon as | was known to be in favour with the Duke
of Lerma, | had a court of my own. Every morning,
my antechamber was full of people, and | gave audience
a my lever. Two kinds of company came thither;
one to buy my interest with the Minister for favours,
and the other to move me Etg supplications, to obtain
for them what they wanted, gratis The first were
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sure of being heard and assigted; but with regard to
the lagt, | got rid of them |mmed|ateI%/ by evasve
excuses, or amused them so long, that their patience
forsook them. Before | belonged to court, | was natur-
aly compassionate and charitable; but 1 no longer
felt that humane weskness, and became as hard as
flint. Of consequence, | cured mysdf of my friend-
ships dso, and stripped mysdf of “al socid affection,
as will appear by my behaviour to Joseph Navarro,
in an affair | am going to relate. o

This Navarro, to whom | owed so many obligations,
and who, in one word, wasthe first cause of my fortune,
came one day to my house; and after having expressed
a great ded of friendship for me, as he aways did
when we met, desired me to ask of the Duke of Lerma
a certain, employment for one of his friends; telling
me, that the cavalier in whose behdf he solicited, was
a very amiable young c}mntleman of great merit, but
that he wanted a post Tor his subsistence: ' | don't
a al doubt (added Joseph) that, kind and obliging as
you are, you will be overjoyed at an opportunity of
serving a man of honour in distress, and | am sure
that you will think yoursdf beholden to me for giving
you this occason of exerting your generosty.”  This
was plainly telling me, that he expected it for nothing;
and though | did not much relish the proposa, | ap-
Peared very much digposed to do what he desired.
* | am charmed (answered | to Navarro) that | have it
in my power to show my lively gretitude for al the
favours which | have reCeived a your hands. Your
interesting yoursdf for anyone is a sufficient induce-
ment for me to serve him'; your friend shal have that
Place ou_have pitched upon him, depend upon it;
he affair is now no longer yours but mine.

On this assurance, h went away very wdl
satisfied.  Nevertheless, the person whom he fecom-
mended did not obtain the post in quesion. |
procured it for another man, in condderation of a
thousand ducats which | put into my strong box, and
which | preferred to any acknowledgement | might have
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expected from the clerk of the kitchen, to whom | said
(with an ar of mortification) when next we met:
, Ah! my dear Navarro, you were too late in spesking
to me; |" was prevented by Calderon, who has given
away that same post; and 1 am quite In despair, that |
have not better news to entertain you with.,

Joseph implicitly believed what | said, and we
parted more friends than ever; but | believe he soon
discovered the truth, for he never after came to mv
house; and | was charmed at his absence.  For besides
my being burthened bﬁ the services he had done me, |
thought it did not look well for people of my rank at
court to keep company with butlers.

| have not mentioned the Count de Lemosfor a good
while. Let us now return to that nobleman, whom |
sometimes visited. | had carried to him the thousand
ﬁ!stola as | formerly observed, and afterwards gave

im a thousand more,agy order of the Duke his uncle,
out of the money | had belonging to his Excdlency.
The Count de Lémos had along conversation with me
that day. He told me that he had at last gained his
end, and entirely possessd the g?ood graces of the
Prince of Spain, whose e confidant he was: He
then i%;ave me chaége of avery honourable commission
which he had dready pre for me. 'Friend
Santillana (said he), now is the time to be doing;

e nothing to discover some young beauty, who

dl be worthy to amuse that galant Prince.  You
don't want wit, and | need say no more; go, run,
search, and when you have made a Iugga/ discovery,
come and impart it to me' | promised to neglect
nothing, in acquitting mysdf handsomely of this em-
ployment, which must not be very difficult to exercise,
since so many people live by the same profession.

| had not been much used to these kinds of inquiry;
but not doubting that Scipio was an adept in the art,
| cdled for him when | came home, and said to him in
private: ' Child, | am going to entrust thee with a

reat secret. Dost thou know, that in the midst of

ortune's favours | find | want something? 'l can
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eadly guesswhat that is (said he, interrupting me before
| could proceed); you want an agreegble nymph to
unbend and exhilarate your spirits; and truly it is
agtonishing that you should be without one in the
prime of your age, when grave greybeards cannot
dispense with such recreation.’ ' 1 admire thy pene-
tration (answered | with a smile); yes a misress |
want, and desire to have one of thy recommending.
But | must warn thee beforehand, that | am very
ddicate in these matters. | expect a lady of beauty
and good morals’ ' What you require (replied Soi p(i)(()f
isnot easily found; but, however, we live, thank God,
in a city that affords some of al sorts, and | hope |
shdl soon be able to fit you to a hair.'

Sure enough, in three days he said, '| have dis-
covered a treasure; ayoung lady, whose nameis Cata
ling, of a good family, and ravishing beauty ; she lives
under the tuition of her aunt, in alittle house, where
they subsist in an honourable manner, on their fortune,
which is but small; they are served by a chamber-
maid of my acquaintance, who has assured me that,
though their door is shut to everybody at present, it
would be opened to arich and liberal gallant, provided
he were willing to avoid scandd, by going in at night,
without any show. Whereupon | described you as a
cavdier, who deserved to find the door unlatched;
and desred the maid to propose you to the ladies
She has promised to do s0, and inform me of ther
answer to-morrow morning, a acertain place’ ' That's
well (I replied); but | am afraid the chamber-maid
imposes upon thee! , No, no (sad he), | am not so
eadly persuaded; | have dready interrogated the
neighbours, and conclude from what they sy, that
Senora Catalinais a Danae, on whom you may descend,
like another Jupiter, in a shower of gold! Pregjudiced
as | was againgt intrigues of this kind, | engaged in it
for once; and as the chamber-maid came next day,
and told Scipio, that if | pleased, | might be introduced
that very evening to her midress, | gole thither
between eleven and twelve.  The maid receiving mein
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the dark, took me by the hand, and led meinto apretty
handsome hall, where | found the ladies richly dressed,
and sested on satin couches. As soon as they per-
celved me, they got up, and saluted mein such anoble
manner, that | took them for persons of quality.
The aunt (whose namewas Senora Mencia) though still
agreesble, did not attract my attention, which was
entirely engrossed by the niece, who seemed a

To examine her minutely, however, she could not be
cdled a perfect beauty; but she had such graces, to-
gether with a tempting luscious air, as hindered the
eye from perceiving her defects.

Accordingly, | was disturbed at sight of her. 1
forgot that | came thither to perform the office of
procurer; spoke in my own favour, and expressed my-
«f like a man inspired by the most violent passion.
The Koun lady, in whom | found three times more
wit than she redlly had (so courteous did she seem),
quite enchanted me by her answers; and | began to
lose the government of mysdf, when her aunt, in order
to moderate my transports, addressed me in this
manner: , Senor de Santillana, | must be free with
you. On account of the character which | have heard
of your worship, | have permitted you to vist me,
without enhancing the price of the favour, by standing
on ceremony; but don't imagine yoursaf the nearer
your point for that reeson. | have hitherto brought
up my niece in retirement, and you are (as | may say
the first cavdier to whose eyes she has ex .
If you deem her worthy to be your wife, | shal be
overjoyed a her good fortune. Condder, therefore, if
she will suit you at that price; for you cannot have her
a a cheaper rate’

This well-aimed shot frightened away Cupid, who
was just going to let fly an arrow a me. To spesk
without metgphor, a marriage so bluntly proposed,
made me recollect mysdlf. | became again dl of a
sudden the faithful agent of the Count de Lemos, and
changing my tone, replied to Sefiora Mencia, ' Madam,
| am pleased with your frankness, which | intend to
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imitate. Whatever figure | make at court, | am not
worthy of the incomparable Catadina, but have in view
for her a much more splendid fate ; in short, | design
her for the Prince of ?)an "Your refusal of my
niece (replied the aunt coldly) was disobliging enough ;
there was no occasion to accompany it with a piece of
raillery. ' don't raly indeed, madam (cried 1),
nothi n%is more serious. | have orders to find out a
lady who deserves to be honoured with the private
vigts of the Prince of Sﬁal n; | find such a onein your
house, and mark it for the scene accordi ngﬂy.‘

Sefiora Mencia was astonished at these words,
which | perceived did not much displease her: never-
theless, believing that she ought to affect reserve, she
answered in this manner ; ' If | was disposed to credit
literally what you say, you must know that | am not
of such acharacter, astoregjoicein theinfamous honour
of seeing my niece mistress to a Prince. My virtue
disspproves——' , What a saint you are with your
virtue! (said |, interrupting her) you talk like one bred
among slly citizens.  Sure you joke, in pretending to
congder thingsin amora point of view; that would
be stripping them of dl their beauty; they must be
surveyed with a carnal eye.  Behold the heir-apparent
of Sﬁ)a'n, a the feet of the happy Catalina, adoring
and loading her with presents; and remember, that
from her perhaps will spring a hero, who will render
his mother's name immorta as his own.'

Although the aunt would have gladly embraced my
proposal, she feigned hersdf irresolute about the
matter; and Catdina, who wished the Prince already
in her chains, affected great indifference; so that |
was obliged to invest the place anew, until a length,
Sefiora Mencia seeing me repulsed, and ready to raise
the siege, beat the chamade', and we agréed upon
a itulation, which contained the two following
articles. Imprimis, If the Prince of Spain, on the
report that | shal make of Catdinds charms, shdl
be inflamed, and determine to honour her with a noc-

! Battit la chamade—sounded a parley.



BOOK VI, CHAPTER X 145

turnal vidt, | shdl teke care to ise the ladies of
the night that shall be chosen for that purpose.  Item,
The Prince shdl not visit the said ladies but as an
ordinary gdlant, with no other attendants than me
andhisMercury-in-chief. .

After this convention, the aunt and niece showed me
al manner of friendship, and assumed a familiarity
of behaviour, in consequence of which, | ventured some
hugs, which were not very ill received; and when we

ted, they embraced me of their own accord, and
oaded me with caresses It is really wonderful to
se with what facility an intimacy is contracted
between the couriers of gallantry, andthe women who
want their service. Had peoPIe observed me leave
this house, with such marks of favour, they might have
said with some appearance of justice, that | was much
happier than | actually found mysdlf. The Count de
Lemos was overjoyed when | et him know that |
had made such a discovery as he desired. | spoke of
Catdina in such a manner, as made him long to see
her, | carried him to her lodgings next night, and he
owned that | had been very successful. He told the
ladies, he did not &t al doubt that the Prince would be
perfectly well satisfied with the mistress which | had
chosen for him, and that she on her part would have
cause to be contented with such alover; that the young
Prince was full ofet?enerosm(1 and sweetness of temper:
in short, he assured them, that he would bring him to
their house in a few days, as they desired he should
come, that is without” noise of attendance. This
nobleman afterwards took his leave of them, and |
withdrew in his company. Wegot back to hiseguipage
in which we had come thither, and which waited for us
at the end of the street: he st me down a my own
house, dwarglg%/me to inform his uncle next day of this
new-started adventure, and to desire he would send
him a thousand pistales to ensure its success

| did not fail to give the Duke of Lerma an exact
account of what had passed; conceding only one
circumgance. | did not spesk a syllable of Scipio,
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but took to myself the honour of the discovery, accord-
mgBto the practice of those who live among the great.
y these means | acquired a great many compli-
ments. , Mr. Gil Bias (said the Minister to me, with
anair of raillery), | am ravished to find that, with your
other talents, you likewise possess that of discoverin
obliging beauties;, when | have occason for one o
that dass, you will give me leave to apply to you.'
, My Lord (I replied in the same tone), | thank your
Grace for intending me the preference; but give me
leave to say, that 1 should be scrupulous in serving
our Excellency in that manner. r Rodrigo has
| %0 long in possesson of that employment, that
it would be unjust in me to deprive him of it" The
Duke smiled & my answer, then changing the dis-
course, asked if his ntaoheN did not want money for
this adventure. , Pardon me'(said 1), he Y_ou
will send him athousand pistoles’ ' Very well reF;])_led
the Minister), carry them to him, bid him spare nothin
but approve of whatever expense the Prince shdl
propose’

CHAPTER XI

The private visit and 'presents which the Prince of
Spain made to Catahna

| WENT that instant trith five hundred double pistoles
to the Count de Lemos, who told me, , You could not
come in better season. | havo spoken to the Prince ;
he has bitten at the hook, and burns with impatience
to sse Catehna  This very night he intends to di

privately out of the palace, in order to vist her. It
Is a thing determined, and our measures are taken
accordingly.  Inform the ladies of his resolution, and
give them that money which you have brought; for
It is right to let them see that he is no ordinary lover
whom they are to receive; besdes the bounty of
Princes ought to precede their intrigues.  As you will
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accompany him, together with me (added he), be sure
of being a his coucher this evening. Your coach
dso (ffor | think it is proper we should use it) must
wait for us near the paace about midnight.’

| immediatelﬁ repaired to the house, but did not
see Catalina, who (they told me) was a-bed; so that |
could only speak with Senora Mencia, to whom | said,
' Madam, pray excuse me for appearing in your house
by day ; butitisnotin m?]/ power to do otherwise, for
| ‘must give you notice that the Prince of Spain will
be here this night, and here (added 1, putting the bag
of money in her hand) is an offering which he sends
to the temple of Cytherea, to render the divinities of
the place propitious.  You see | have not engaged you
in abad affar.” ' am very much obliged to you éhe
replied), but tel me, Sdior de Santillana, does the
Prince love music ? 'He loves it (answered 1) to
distraction; nothing can entertain him so much as a
fine voice, accompanied by a lute ddicately touched.'
' So much the better ! 1cried she in a transport of joty).
You give me infinite pleasure in tedling me this; for
my niece has the pipe of a ni(];hti ngale, and plays upon
the lute to admiration; she likewise dances ﬁerfectly
well." “Heavens! (cried | in my turn) what per-
fections, my good aunt! so many are not necessary to
make agirl's fortune ; one of these talents is sufficient
for the purﬁose.'

Having thus paved the way, | waited for the hour of
the Prince's coucher ; then givin?_ orders to my coach-
man, | regjoined the Count de Lemos, who told me
that the Prince, to get rid of his company the sooner,
would feign a dight indisposition, and even go to bed,
the better to persuade them of his being sick; but
that he would rise again in an hour, and by a back-
door, gain aprivate gair that led into the courtyard.

When he had informed me of what they had con-
certed together, he posted me in a place through
which he assured me they would pass, and there |
danced attendance so long, that | began to think our
gdlant had taken another road, or logt his desire of
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seing Catdling, as it princes usually dropped these
sort of whims before they have satisfied them. In
short, | imagined they had forgot me altogether, when
two men accosted me, whom having discerned to fee
those | expected, | conducted them to my coach, in
which they seated themselves, while | got upon the
coach-box to direct the driver, whom | ordered to stop
about fifty yards from the house. | then handed the
Prince and his companion out of the coach, and we
walked towards the place for which we were bound.
The gate opened a our approach, and shut again as
soon as we got in.

At first we found ourselves in the same darkness in
which | had been introduced; though by way of dis
tinction there was a smal lamp fixed to the wall, the
light of which was so dim, that we could only perceive
it, without being lighted by its rays. All this served
only to make the adventure more agreesble to our
hero, who was sensibly struck at the sight of the ladies,
who received him in a hall, where the lustre of a great
number of candles made amends for the darkness that
reigned in the court. The aunt and niece were in a
gay deshabille, so artfully disposed, that nobody could
look upon them with irgpunity. Our Prince would
have been very well satisfied with Senora Mencia, if
there had been no other for him to choose; but the
charms of young Cetdina, as they deserved, had the
preference. ' Well, my Prince (said the Count de
Lemos), wasit possble for us to procure your Highness
the pleasure of seeing two ladies more handsome than
these ? , | am ravished with them both ! (replied the
Prince) and | shdl never carry off my heart; for the
aurf1t .(Iaould not miss of it, if it was possble for the niece
to fail.'

After this compliment, so agreegble to an aunt, he
said athousand fond things to Cataling, who answered
with great wit and spirit. ~ As those honourable people
who perform the part that | acted on this occasion,
are permitted to join in the conversation of lovers,
provided it be with an intention of adding fuel to the
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fire ; | told the gallant, that his nymph sang and played
upon the lute to admiration.. He was overjoyed to
hear that she was mistress of these talents, and en-
treated her to entertain him with a specimen. She
complied with a good dgrace took up a lute ready
tuned, played some tender ars, and sang in such an
affecting manner, that the Prince dropped down at her
feet, in a transport of love and pleasure. But let us
finish this picture, and only observe, that during
this sweset intoxication, in which the heir of the Spanish
monarchy was plunged, the hours stole away like
minutes, and we were obliged to tear him from that
dangerous house, because of the day's approach. We
the gentlemen undertakers carried him back to his
apartment with dispatch, and then went to our different
homes, as well satisfied in having fitted him with a
she-adventurer, as if we had transacted his marriage
with a princess.

Next morning | recounted this adventure to the
Duke of Lerma, who desired to be informed of every
particular; and just as | had finished my narration,
the Count de Lemos came in, and said, The Prince
of Spain is so much engrossed by Catdina, and has
conceived such a passion for her, that he proposes to
visit her often, and attach himself to her done. He
wanted to send to her this day jewes to the amount
of two thousand Ipistola but not having a penny in
his purse, he gpplied to me. 'My dear Lemos (said
he), you must find me that sum immediatey. |
know very wdl that | incommode, nay exhaust you,
but m?/ heart retains the obligation; and if ever | find
mysdlf in a condition to exert my gratitude, otherwise
than in thought, for al your friendship, you shal not
repent of having laid me under an obligation.' Mdy
Prince (sad I, leaving him that instant), | have friends
and credit, and will employ them both to accommodate
you with what you want.'

1t is not difficult to satisfy his demand (said the
Duke to his nephew). Santillana, go fetch the money:
or, if you please, he will purchase the jewds, for heis
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a perfect connoisseur in stones, especidly rubies. Is
not this true, Gil Bias ? (added he, looking a me with
a sdtiricd smile).  'Your Grace is very severe (I
replied), | see that you want to make the Count
merry a my expense' This happened accord-
ingly. The nephew asked what mystery there was in
his words. ' Nothing (answered the Duke, laughing),
on(ljy Santillana one day thought proper to exchange
a diamond for a ruby, and afterwards found that he
had gained neither honour nor profit by the bargain.'

| should have thought mysdf eeslly quit, If the
Minister had said no more of the matter; but he took
the trouble to relate the trick that Camilla and Don
Raphael played upon me in the hired lodging, and to
enlarge particularly on those circumstances which
chagrined me most. His Excelency, after having
enjoyed his joke, ordered me to accompany the Count
de Lemos, who carried me to ajeweller's house, where
we chose jewes, which we showed to the Princefor his
approbation; and which being afterwards entrusted
to me, in order to be presented to Catalma, | went home
for two thousand pistoles of the Duke's money, with
which | paid the merchant

It is a question not to be asked, if | was kindly
received next night by the ladies, when | exhibited the
presents of my embassy, consding of a handsome
ring designed for the aunt, and a pair of ear-rings for
the niece. Charmed with these marks of the Prince's
love and generosity, they began to prattle like two
gossips, and thanked me for having procured for them
such a vauable acquaintance.  They forgot themselves
in the excess of their joy, and some words
them, which made me suspect that | had introduced
a mere hussy to pur grest monarch's son; but that |
might know precisdly whether or not | had performed
this fine magterpiece, | went home, resolved to come
to an explanation with Scipio,
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CHAPTER XII

Catalina's real character. The perplexity and uneasiness
of Gil Blas. The precaution he was obliged to take
for his own quiet

JTJST as| entered my own house, | heard agrest noise ;
and inquiring into the cause, was told, Scipio that
evening treated half a dozen of his friends, who san
full throat, and freguently broke out in loud fits o
laughter; so that assuredly this repast could not be
properly styled the banquet of the seven wise men.
The magter of the feadt, advertised of my arrival,
said to his company, ' Gentlemen, 'tis only my master
come home; be not disturbed, but continue your
mirth; | will go and spesk two words to him,"and
regjoin you in atwinkling.! So saying, he came to my
apartment. , What a hubbub is this ? (said 1) what
sort of people are those you entertain below ? are th
poets 7, No, indeed, gr, if you please (he replied),
It were pity to bestow your wine on such company. |
make a better use of if. Thereis amon%.my guests a
very rich young fellow, who wants for his money an
employment by your interest; and for him done |
ive this entertainment: at every draught he drinks,
raise the gratification you are to receive, ten pistoles,
and will make him drink till day. , If that be the
caxe (I replied), go back to thy friends, and don't spare
the wine in my cdlar.' )
| did not think this a proper season to talk with
him about Catalina; but next morning when | got
up, | spoke to him in this manner: , Friend Scipio,
thou knowest how we live together; | treat thee more
like a comrade than a domestic; and in consequence
thou wilt be to blame in deceiving me as amester.  Let
us, then, lay agde dl reserve with one another. 1 will
tell thee something that will surprise thee, and thou
shdlt disclose to me thy rea sentiments of those two
women with whom thou hast made me acquainted.
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Between thee and me, | suspect them to be two artful
pusses, cunning in proportion to the simplicity which
they affect. If my opinion does them justice, the
Prince of Spain has no great cause to be well pleased
with me; for | confess it was for him that | wanted
a migress. | accordingly carried him to Catalinas
house, and he is become passonately fond of her.'
, Senor (answered Scipio), | am too well used by you,
to be wanting in sincerity with my master. | had
yesterday a private conversation with the maid of
these two Princesses, and she related their history,
which to me seemed very diverting. You shall hear
it in two words.

' Catalinais daughter to a poor %entl eman of Aragon,
and finding hersdf at the age of fifteen an orphan, as
handsome as poor, listened to an old commander, who
conducted her to Toledo, where he died in six months,
after having served as a parent rather than a husband
to her. She secured his fortune, consisting of some
movables and three hundred pistoles in ready money,
then joined hersdf to Sefiora Mencia, who was till 1n
fashion, though aready in the wane. These two good
friends lived together, and began to behave so asto
attract the notice of justice ; a which the ladies being
di?usted, hastily abandoned Toledo through vexation,
and settled in Madrid, where they have lived about
two years, without visiting any person in the neigh-
bourhood. But the best circumstance of the story
is this, they have hired two smdl houses, ated
only by a wal, having in the cdlar a stair of com-
munication from the one to the other. Senora Mencia
lives with a young maid-servantin one of these houses,
and the commander's widow possesses the other, with
an old duenna who passes for her grandmother; so
that our Aragonian is sometimes a, niece brought up
b%/ her aunt, and sometimes a pupil under the wings
of her grandame. When she acts the niece, she is
cdled Cadina, and when she plays the grandchild her
name is Srena’

At the name of Srena, | grew pale; and inter-
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rupting Scipio, said, 'What do | hear ? Alas! | am
afraid that this cursed Aragonian is no other than the
migtress of Caderon.’ ' Truly (he replied), it is the
same! | thought this piece of news would have given
you plessure’ 'Thou art very much mistaken
(answered 1), 1 have more cause to be sorry than
rejoiced at it; dost thou not see the conseouences ?
, No, in faith (resumed Scipio), what mischief can it
produce ? You are not sure that Don Rodrigo will dis-
cover what passes ; and if you are afraid of his getting
information, you have nothing to do but pr
the Minigter in your favour, by telling him candidly
the whole affair. He will see your sincerity; and if
after this Calderon should attempt to do you an ill
office with his Excellency, he will perceive that his sole
design is to injure you out of a spirit of revenge.’
Scipio by this discourse banished my fear; and
resolved to follow his advice, | informed the Duke of
Lerma of the discovery | had made. | even affected
to tdl it with amelancholy air, in order to persuade him
of my being mortified for having innocently introduced
Don Rodrigo's mistress to the Prince.  But the Minister,
far from pitying his favourite, laughed at the adven-
ture, and bid me go on in my old way, saying that after
al it was glorious for Cdderon to [ove the same lady
who had captivated the Prince of Spam, and to be as
wel received by her as his Highness. | imparted it
d to the Count de Lemos, who assured me of his
protection, in case the first secretary should discover
the intrigue, and attempt to ruin me with his Grace.
Imagining that by this precaution | had deivered
the bark o ergy fortune from the dangerous shelves
that environed it, my fear vanished. 1 ill accom-
panied the Prince to the house of Catdina, oWew
the fair Srena, who was artful enough to invent
stratagems to keep Don Rodrigo from her embraces,
and to defraud him of those nights which she was
obliged to bestow on his illugtrious rival.
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CHAPTER XIlI

Gil Blas continues to act the man of consequence. Hears
news of his family, which makes but small impression
upon him, and quarrels with Fabricio

| HAVE already observed, that in the morning my
antechamber was usually crowded with people who
came to make dproposis_ but | would not receive them
viva voce; and, according to the custom at court, or
rather with a view of exhibiting my own importance,
| said to each olicitor, ' Give in a memorid.' | was
s0 much used to this, that one day | answered in these
words to my landlord, who came to put mein mind of
ayear's rent being due.  Asfor my butcher and baker,
they saved me the trouble of asking their memorias,
which were aways punctually ddlivered every month.
Scipio, who imitated me 0 cdosdy, that the copy
might be said to come very near the origina, behaved
in the same manner to those who applied for his
interest with me. | was guilty of another ridiculous
P|eo_e of vanltK, which | don't intend to excuse. | was
oolish enough to talk of the grandees, asiif | had been
aman in their sphere.  If ﬁfor example) | had occasion
to mention the Duke of Alva, or the Duke of Medina
Sidonia, | cdled them without ceremony, ' Alva and
' Medina Sdonia’ In a word, | became so vain and
haughty, that | was no Ionger my father's son. Alas,
poor duenna and usher! | did not so much as inquire
whether you were happy or miserable in Adurias!
| did not even think of you! The court is like the
river Lethe, in making us forget our parents and friends
when they are under misfortunes. _

| no longer, therefore, remembered my family, when
one morning a young man came to my house, and
desiring to with me in private, | carried himinto
my closet, where, without offering him a chair, because
he seemed to be a plebeian, | asked what he wanted
with me. ,How | Sefior Gil Bias (said he), don't
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you remember me?. In vain did | consider him
attentively: | was obliged to answer, that his features
wereentirdly unknown.” ' | am f(he replied) one of your
old schoolfellows, a native of Oviedo, and son of
Bertrand Muscada, the grocer, your uncle, the canon's
neighbour. | rememberyou verY well; wehave played
together a thousand times at gallina ciega

| have (said I) but a confused idea™of the amuse-
ments of my infancy: the business in which | have
been engaged, since that time, has effaced them from
g}tmemory.' "I am come (he resumed) to Madrid, to

le accounts with my father's correspondent: and
| heard it said that f)]/ou were on a good footing at court,
and aready asrich as a Jew. | congratulate you on
your good fortune; and will, at m¥ return into the
country, overwhelm You_r family with joy, by telling
them Such an agreedble piece of hews!' o

| could not, in common decmc¥, forbear asking in
what dtuation he had left my father, mother, and
uncle : but this piece of duty | performed so coldly, that
the Procer had no great reason to admire the force
of blood. He seemed shocked at my indifference for
those who ought to have been so’dear to me; and
being a plain, vulgar young fellow, sad bluntly, ||
thought you had more tenderness and senghility for
your reldions. How coldly do you inquire into their
circumstances ! Know, that your father and mother
are dill a service; and the ‘good. Canon Gil Perez,
burthened with old age and infirmities, draws near his
end. People ought fo have some natura affection;
and since you are in a condition to a3 your parents,
| advise you, as afriend, to send two hundred pistoles
yearly for their support: by which means you will
maké ther life ee%/ and happy, without any incon-
venience to yoursdf. Instead of being moved by the
icture he drew of my family, | was disgusted & the
iberty which he took in advising me, without being
desred s0 to do.  With alittle more address, perh
he might have persuaded me; but his freedom had a

Gallina ciega=blindman's buff.
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contrary effect. He perceived my displeasure, by
my silence; and continuing his exhortation with more
malice than charity, made me lose my patience entirely.
', Oh, this is too much! (cried | in a passion) do,
Master Muscada, and meddle with your own concerns:
it becomes you well, indeed, to prescribe to me: |
know my duty, on this occason, better than you can
teach me' So saying, | pushed the grocer out of my
closet, and sent him back to 2l pepper and cloves a
Oviedo. What he sad, however, did not fail of
having some effect: | reproached mysdf with being
an unnatural son, and was meted accordingly. |
recalled the care they had of my infancy and education :
| congdered the duty | owed to my parents; and my
reflections were attended with some transports of ac-
knowledgement, which, however, came to nothing:
they were soon stifled by my ingratitude, and succeeded
by profound oblivion. There are many parents who
have children of the same starnﬁ.

Trgle avarice gtjwd amé)iti on wit Whi(l:h I \g/ias possessed,
entirely d my di ition. | lost my gaiety,
becan% abh% mdythoﬁgg(])r?tful; in aword, a n%igerz%?,e
animal. Fabricio, sedng me dtogether bent on
scrificing to fortune, and very much detached from
him, came but seldom to my house, where one day he
could not help saying, ' Truly, Gil Blas, thou art grown
out of my knowledge : before thy coming to court, thou
wast adways easy and tranquil; at present, thou art
incessantly agitated with project after project to
enrich thyself; and the more wedth thou hast got,
the more wouldst thou amass Beddes let me tdl
thee, thou no longer treatest me with that effusion of
the heart, and freedom of behaviour, which are the
soul of friendship: on the contrary, thou wrappest
thysdlf up, and concedest from me thy secret views:
nay, | can perceive condraint in thy civilities
towards me: in short, Gil Blas is no longer the same
Gil Bias whom | formerly knew.'

"You joke, sure (sad I, with an ar of indifference),
I can't perceive any change in mysdf.!' ' Thy own



BOOK VIII, CHAPTER XIllI 157

€yes are no J[udges (answered he), they are bewitched:
believe me, thy metamorphosisis but too true.
sincerely, my friend. Do thou and | live together as
formerly ? “When | used to knock at thy door in
the morning, thou earnest in person to open it, very
often half adeep; and | entered thy chamber without
ceemony. Now behold the difference! Thou art
attended by half a score of lackeys. | am obliged to
wait in thy antechamber, and send in my name before
| can spek with thee: then, how am | receved ?
with a forced politeness, and ar of importance; so
that my vists seem tedious and tiresome. Dog thou
think such a reception can be agreedble to one who has
lived with thee on the footing of a comrade ? No,
Santillana, no! | cant put up with it. Farewell.
Let us part friends, and get rid of one another: thou
of one who cenaures thy behaviour, and | of arich
upstart who has forgot himself.' . ]

| felt mysdf more irritated than reclamed by his
re?roach and let him go, without maklr;? the’least
effort to detain him.  In'my opinion & thet time, the
friendship of a poet was not of such value, as that |
should be afflicted at the loss of it: | found abundance
of consolaion in the acguaintance of some smadl
officers of the Ki r]P, to whom of late | was strictly con-
nected by a smilitude of dispostion. The greatest
Eart of these new companionswere people who sprung |
now not whence, and arrived a ther poss merdy
the happy influence of their dars.  They had_ ar
mede théir fortunes, and the wretches' ascribing to
their own merit the wedlth which had been h
upon them by the bounty of the King, forgot them-
Hves aswdl as | did. We I(go]gecg upoln ﬁ)urselves:[ r1135
very respectful person ortune ! how are
f:\%urs usudly %?rq)erggﬁ The Stoic Epictetus W%
certainly in the right, when he compared thee to a
young lady of fashion, who prodtitutes hersdf to the
embraces of footmen.

THE END CF THE H GHTH BOX



BOOK IX

CHAPTER |

Scipio advises Gil Blas to 'mar_r ) proE_oses_ the daughter
of a rich and noted goldsmith for his wife : the steps
which were taken in consequence of this advice

ONE evening, after the company which had supped
with me was gone, seeing myself done with Scipio, |
asked what he had done that day. ' A masterpiece
(hereplied). | intend to have you married to the only
daughter of a goldsmith of my acquaintance’ , The
da;jghter of a goldsmith! (cried [, with an ar of
disdain). Hast thou lost thy senses ?  How canst thou
propose a wife from the CI[%/ ? One who has certainly
merit, and is on a sure footing at court, ought to
entertain more elevated views, methinks.' “How,
gr! (replied Scipio) sure you are not in earnest:
condder that the mae aoné ennobles’; and be not
more deicate than a thousand noblemen, whose names
| can mention. Do you know that the heiress in
uestion is worth a hundred thousand ducats ?  Is not
this a fine morsdl of plae f When | heard him tak
of such a round sum, | became more tractable. I
yidd (said | to my secretary), the dowry determines
me: When shdl | fouch it 7 ' Softly, sir (ﬁe replied)
alittle patience: | must first communicate the Iorop_oaal
to the father, and obtain his consent.” ' Good ! (said |,
laughing heartily). Are you dill thereabouts ? |
find the marriageisfar advanced.” ' Further thanyou

! Thisisnot strictly true of Spain ; aSpanish commoner
who marries a Spanish woman of rank assumesthe corre-

nding title.
sponding 158
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imagine (answered he), | want only an hour's conversa
tion with the goldsmith; and will answer for his
consent,  But_before we proceed, let us come to a
compodtion, if you pleese Suppose | procure for
ou those hundred thousand ducats, how many will
al to my share? ‘Twenty thousand' (I reEhed).
' Heaven™ be praised (sad he), 'l limit the acknow
ledgment to ten thousand: for once, you are more
enerous than I. To-morrow | will s& this negotia-
lon on foot; and yon may depend upon its sUCcess:
otherwise, | am buf an ass” In effect, two days after,
he said,' | have spoken to Senor Gabriel Sdero, the gold-
amith ; and have extolled your credit and your merit
s0 much, that he listened fo the proposa I mede, of
a_:ceptm%nyou for a son-in-law: ‘and you shdl have
his daughter with a hundred thousand ducats, pro-
vided you can make it plainly af)pea that you are
in favour with the Minigter.'” , If that be the cae
(answered | to Scipio), | shal be married very soon:
but & propas, Hast' thou seen the %Il’l ? s ghe hand-
some? "Not so handsome as the dowry (said he):
between you and me, this rich heress is'not a ver
beautiful ‘creature ; but, luckily, that you don't mind.'
"No, faith, my child! (said I) we courtiers only marry
for the scke of marrying ; and look for beauty howhere
but hi the wives of our friends. If it happens to
centre in our own, we take so little notice of it, that it
is but just in them to punish us for our neglect.”
_ . This is not dl (resumed Scipio). Senor Gabriel
invites you to supper to-night; and we have agreed
that you shdl not tak of marriage. There will be
sverd . merchants of his acquaintance present a the
entertainment, where you shall appear only as agmple
guest: and to-morrow he will sup with you in the
Same manner. By this, you may see that he wants to
sudy your temper, befdre he proceeds so that you
must be upon your guard before him." | Zooks! (Said
[, with an ar of confidence) let him examine me as
ggr[j?wly. as he plessss; | shdl lose nothing by his
rutiny.
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All this was punctually executed: | repaired to
the house of the goldsmith, who received me as
familiarly as if we had dready visted one another
severd times. He was an honest citizen, polite hasta

orfiar ,, asthe sayingis Heintroduced me to Senora

ugenia, his wife, and young Gabriela, his daughter,
to whom | paid abundance of compliments, without
infringing the treaty. | said a great many nothings, in
very gpecious words, according to the custom of
couGr‘gbe% (no di )
ridla (no di ement to my secret -
eared not at al dgfg%ble; Whethgr on acgrg{mtagf
er being richly dressed, or that | looked upon her
through the dowry, | know not. What a fine house
did Senor Gabriel possess! | beieve there was more
dlver in it than in al the mines of Peru: that metal
presented itself to the view, in dl corners, under a
thousand different shapes. Every room, and that in
articular where we supped, was a perfect treasure.
hat anoble spectacle was this for the eyes of ason-in-
law ! The old man, that he might do the greater
honour to his entertainment, had assembled five or six
merchants, persons equally grave and tedious. they
spoke of nothing but commerce; and their discourse
might have been caled a conference of factors, rather
than the conversation of friends at supper.

Next night, | trested our goldsmith in my turn;
and as it was not in my power to dazzle him with

late, had recourse to an illusion of a different kind.

invited to supper those of my friends who made the
best figure a court, and whom | knew to be ambitious
fellows, who st no bounds to their desres These
ple talked of nothing but pomp, of splendid and
ucrative podts to which they aspired; and this had its
effect: the citizen Gabriel, confounded by their grand
idess, found himself, in spite of his wealth, a mean
morta in comparison to these gentlemen.  As for my
own part, affecting the man of moderation, | sad |
would be contented with a middling fortune; twenty

! Hasta porfiar=to the point of obstinacy.
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thousand ducats a year, or so. Upon which, these
greedy hunters of honour and riches cried, | was in
the wrong; and that a man who (like me) was beloved
by the Prime Minister, ought not to restrict himsaf
to such atrifle. The father-in-law lost not a syllable
of what was said, and | thought | observed him very
well satisfied when he retired.

SdPio did not fail to vist him next morning, and
ak if he was pleased with my behaviour: ' | am
charmed with it! (replied the citizen) the young man
has won my heart. But, Senor Scipio (added he), |
conjure you, by our old acquaintance, to speak sin-
cerely. We have dl our different foibles, as you
know: tell me that of Senor de Santillana: Is he a
gamester ? Is he a rake? What is his vicious
inclination ? Pray don't conced it' , You affront
me, Senor Gabriel, by asking such a question (replied
the mediator), | am not so much In my master's
interests as In yours. If he had any bad quality

le of making your daughter unhappy, do you
think | would have proposed him to you for a son-in-
law ? No faith! | am too much your humble
servant.  But between you and me, | know no other
fault in him, but that of having no fault. He is too
modest for a young man.! "So much the better
(cried the goldsmith), | am glad of it. Go, friend,
assure him that he shall have my daughter, whom |
would bestow upon him, even if he was not beloved
by the Minister.' ] )

My secretary had no sooner informed me of this
conversation than | hastened to Sdero's house, to
thank him for his condescenson. He had dready
declared his pleasure to his wife and daughter, who
gave me to understand by their behaviour towards
me, that they submitted to his will without reluctance.
| carried my father-in-law, and presented him to the
Duke of Lerma, to whom | had imparted the affair
the preceding evening. His Excellency received him
very courteoudy, and assured him, that he was very
glijsge had chosen for his son-in-law a man for whom

a
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he had so much regard, and whom he intended to
advance. He then enlarged upon my good qualitie
and, in short, spoke so well of me, that honest Gabri
thought he had met in my worship one of the best
matches in Sﬁan. He was so overjoyed, that the
tear dood in his eye: he clagped me'in his ams at
parting, and said, ; My son, | ‘am so impatient to see
you Gabriela's husband, that you shdl be married in
eight days a furthest.'

CHAPTER I

Gil Blas, by accident, remembers Don Alphonso de
Leyva, and does him a piece of service, out of vanity

THE order of my history requires that | should leave
m%’ marriage for a moment, to recount the service
which | did to Don Alphonso my old master, whom |
had entirely forgotten till now, that | remembered him
on this occason. The government of the city of
Valencia became vacant; and when | heard this piece
of news, | thought of Don Alphonso de Leyva |
reflected, that this employment would suit him
admirably well; and, not so much through friendship
as ogtentation, resolved to ask it for him ;” representing
to mysdlf, that if | should obtain the place, it would do
me infinite honour. Addressing mysdlf, therefore, to
the Duke of Lerma, | told him that I had been steward
to Don Caesar de Leyva and hisson; and that having
al the reason in the world to love them, | took the
liberty to the Government of Vaenca for ether
the one or other. The Minister answered, , With dl
my heart, %I %gsl Iesltove tt% s?e thleet rateful agg
generous.  Bed eem the family thou spesk
of; the Leyvas have been dways go%d servants to
the King, and well deserve that place.  Thou mayst
dispose Of it a thy own pleasure: | give it thee for a
nuptial present.’ )

avished with my success | went without loss of
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time, and desired Caderon to make out letters patent
for Don Alphonso, There | found a great number of
people attending in respectful slence until Rodrigo
should %]IVE‘ them audience; and pressing through tne
crowd, | presented mysdf at the door of his clost,
which was immediately opened, and displayed a
multitude of knights, commanders, and other people
of consequence, whom Calderon heard in their turns.
His different behaviour to different people was very
remarkable : he received some with agl‘% inclination
of his head only; others he honoured with a bow, and
conducted them to his closst-door.  He put (to use the
expression) different shades of consideration in the
civilities he showed. On one hand, | perceived some
cavaiers, who, shocked a the little regard he pad
to them, cursed in their hearts tfce necess% that
compelled them to cringe to such a fellow. On the
contrary, | observed others, who laughed within them-
sves at his ridiculous and self-sufficient deportment.
Though | made dl these fine observations, | was not
capable of profiting by them; for | behaved a home
ust in the same mannér, and little minded whether my
haughty carriage was blamed or approved, provided
it commanded respect.

Don Rodrigo_having, by chance, cast his eyesupon
me, hadtily quitted a gentleman, to whom™ he wes
gpesking, and coming up, embraced me with demon-
drations of friendship, that surprissed me not a little.
, Ah I my deer colleague (cried he), what affair procures
me the pleasure of seeing xou here ? is there anythin
inwhich | can sarve you?, | told him the calse o
my visit; and he assured me, in the most obliging terms,
that what | wanted should be done, by the same hour
next day. He did not limit his politeness to this, but
conducted me as far as the door of his antechamber,
whither he never used to go, except with grandees, and
there embraced me anew. o .

What is the meaning of dl this civility ? (said | to
myself, going out) what can it forbode? Sure
Caderon meditates my ruin.  Perhaps he is desrous
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of ?aining my friendship ; or, feding his favour on the
decling, cultivates me, with a view of engaging my
intercession with our patron in his behalf. | did not
know which of these conjectures | should adopt.
Next day, when | returned, he treated me in the same
manner, loading me with civility and caresses.  True
indeed, he bated a great dedl of that politeness, in his
reception of other people, who came to speak with him.
He was blunt with some, cold with others, and dis-
obliging to everybody. But dl of them were suffi-
ciently revenged, by an adventure which happened,
and which | ought not to pass over in slence  This
will be an advice to the reader, for those clerks and
secretaries who shall read it.

A man,hinﬁlvery plan dresr?edmgdva/ho didaqgt a iil

what he was, roac leron, e
?gm of a certain rﬁoepnorid, which he sad h:pﬁad
presented to the Duke of Lerma.  Don Rodrigo, who
did not even look at the cavdier, sad to him, in a
surly tone, 'What is your name, friend?, ,1 was
cdled Francillo in my infancy (replied the cavdier,
very coolly), since that time, | have had the appellation
of Don Francisco de Zufliga, and, a present, my name
is the Count de Pedrosa' Cdderon, astonished at
these words, and finding that he had to do with a man
of the first quality, endeavoured to excuse himself.
, Senor (said he to the Count), | beg pardon, if not
knowing you——' 'l want none of thy excuses
(sad Francillo, with disdain), | despise thy ﬁ)ologis
as much as thy incvility. Know, that a Minister's
secretary ought to receive al sorts of people with good
manners.  Thou mayst, if thou wilt, be vain enough
to look upon thysdf as thy master's deputy; but don't
forget that thou art only his valet.'

Though the haughty Don Rodrigo was very much
mortified at this incident, he did not become a whit
more affable. As for my part, | marked this stroke!,

! Je marquai cette chasse-ld=1 scored that chaze. The

expresson is borrowed from the vocabulary of tennis
(Rule 17). When the server makes no attempt to return
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and resolved to take care how | behaved to people,
in giving audience, and never to be insolent but with
mutes. “As Don Alphonso's patent was expedited, |
carried it away, and sent it, by an express, to that
{oung nobleman, with a letter from the Duke of

enng, in which, his Excellency informed him, that
the King had named him to the government of
Vdencia. | took no notice of the share | had in this
nomination; | would not even write; Plewng myself
with the hope of telling him, by word of mouth, and of
surprising him agri I%/, when he should come to
court, to take the oaths for his employment.

CHAPTER I

The preparations for the marriage of Qil Bias, and
the great event that rendered them useless

LET us return to my fair Gabriela, whom | was to
marry in eight days. Both parties prepared for the
ceremony: Salero took off rich clothes tor the bride;
and | hired a chambermaid, a page, and an old squire,
for her atendants. All this was ordered by Scipio,
who waited even, more |mpat|ent_lé/ than | for the day
on which the dowry was to be paid. _

On the evening preceding that day so much desired,
| supped at the house of my father-in-law, with uncles,
aunts, male and female cousins, and played the part
of aerglpocntlcal son-in-law to great perfection. |
showed great respect to the goldsmith and his wife,
acted the passionate lover to Gabridla, and behaved
very courteoudy to the whole family, to whose flat
discourse and cit-like observations, | patiently listened.

a stroke, the marker cdls a chase at the spot where the
bal drops; the players change Sdesto play for the chase,
which is won if the ball, ?oes into the dédans, or drops
negrer theendwall than did'the ball which made the chase.

, Cit,' an opprobrious abbreviation of , citizen,' is
defined by Samud Johnson as , a pert low townsman; a
pragmatical tradesman.’
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Accordingly, at the price of my patience, | had the
good fortune to please dl the relations. There was
not one among them who did not seem glad of my
alliance. )
The repast being ended, the corgjpany removed into
a great hdl, where we were regaed with a concert of
vocal and instrumental music, which was not ill
executed, although they had not chosen the best hands
of Madrid. Severd gay airs, with which our ears were
agreeably entertained, put us al in such good humour,
that we began to form country dances. God knows
how we performed, since | was taken for a disciple of
Terpsichore ; though | had no other principles of that
art, than two or three lessons, which | recelved from a
coxcomb of a dancing-master, who came to teach the
es, when | lived with the Marchioness de Chaves.
After we had sufficiently diverted ourselves, it being
time for each to think of retiring, | was very dprodigai
of my hugs and bows. ' Adieu, my son (said Sdero,
embracing me), | will wait on you to-morrow morning,
with the dowg;, in good gold’ ' My dear father (I
replied), you sndl be very wecome, Then wishing
the family ﬁood night, | got into the coach that waited
for me at the gate, and drove homewards.
| was scarce two hundred paces from Senor Gabridl's
house, when fifteen or twenty men, some a-horseback,
others a-foot, armed with swords and carbines, sur-
rounded the coach, and stopped it, crying, , In the
King's name' They made me come out in a hurry,
and threw me into a post-chaise, where the chief of
these cavaiers mounting adong with me, bid the driver
proceed for Segovia | soon guessed that my fellow-
traveller was an honest alguazil, whom | questioned
about the cause of my imprisonment.  But he answered
in the usud tone of those gentlemen; that is, in a brutal
manner, that he was not obliged to tell me anything of
the matter. | observed that perhaps he might be
mistaken hi his man. ' No, no (sad he), | know my
busness better. You are Senor de Santillana; and
| have orders to conduct you to the place for which we
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are bound, Having nothing to reply, | resolved to
hold my tongue. etravelled dl therest of the night,
aong the Manzanares, in profound silence; changed
horses a Colmenar, and arived in the evening at
Segovia, where | was locked up in the towor.

CHAPTER IV

The treatment of Qil Bias in the tower of Segovia, and
the manner in which he learned the cause of his
imprisonment

THEY began with putting me into a dungeon, where |
was |eft upon straw, like a malefactor worthy of death.
Here| passed the night, not in deploring my condition,
for, as yet, | had not perceived the whole of my mis-
fortune, but in tasking my remembrance, to find out
the cause of my imprisonment. | did not doubt
that it ves the work of Calderon; nevertheless, even
supposing that he had discovered everything | could
not concelve how he had ePra/aled upon the Duke of
Lerma to Ireat me so cruelly. Sometimes | imagined
that | had been arrested without the knowledge of
his Excellency; and sometimes | thought that he
himsef was the cause of my misfortune, for some
political reasons that often induce Minigers to use
their favourites in this manner.

| was strongrl1y ac};itated by these different conjectures,
when the light of day, penetrating through™ a little
grate, presented to my view the horror of the place hi
which | was 1 then grieved without moderation,
and my eyes became two courses of tears, which the
remembrance of (randy prtgxanty rendered inexhaustible.
While | abandoned mysdf to my sorrow, a turnk
came into my dungeon, with a loaf and a pitcher o
water, for the day's dlowance. He looked & me, and
observing that my face was bathed in tears, gaoler as
he weas, felt an emotion of pity. ' Senor prisoner
(sad he), don't despair.  You must not be so sensble
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of the vicisstudes of life; you are young, and will see
better days. Meanwhile, "eat the” King's alowance
with a good grace’

My comforter went out, when he had pronounced,
these words, to which | made no answer, but by groans
and lamentations. | spent the whole day in cursing
my fate, without thinking of doing honour to my
provison, which, to me, in my present situation,
seemed not so much a present of the King's bounty,
astheeffect of hisrage ; sinceit served rather to prolong
than assuage the pains of the qnggopy. . .

Night, in the meantime, arrived, and immediaey
a great noise of keys attracted my attention. The
door of my dungeon opened, and a moment after, a
man entering with acandle in his hand, approached me,
saying, ' Sefior Gil Blas, behold one of your old friends.
| am that Don Andres de Tordesillas, who lived with
you a Granada, and was gentleman to the Archbishop,
while you were in favour with that prelate”. You
desired him, if you remember, to employ his credit in
my behalf; and by his interest, | was hamed for an
employment in México: but, instead of embarking for
the I.ndleil stopped in the city of Alicante, where |
married the daughter of him”who commanded the
cadtle, and, by a train of adventures wkich | shdl
recount to you by and by, 1 am now become k
of the tower of Segovia | have express orders to keep
?{ou from the speech of every living sou), to make you
ie upon straw, and live upon bread aad water only.
But 1 have too much humanity, not to pity your
misfortunes: besides, you have done pie service; and
my gratitude prevails over the orders which | have
received. Far from being the instrument of that
cruelty which they would exercise upon you, | intend to
soften the rigour of your fate. Get zip and follow me.’

Although Mr. Keeper well deserved my thanks, my
understanding was so much disturbed, "that | could
not answer oneword. | did not fall, however, to follow
him, through a court, and up a narrow dair, to asmall

! S Book VII, Chapteriii, Vol. i, p. 18
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room, SE%uite atop of the tower. | was not a little
surprised when | entered this chamber, to see two lights
burning in brazen candlesticks, and two handsome
covers on a table. ' The victuds will be presently
brought ﬁsad Tordesillas), and we will sup here to-
gether. | have destined 'this retreat for your lodging,
where you will live much more comfortably than in
¥our dungeon. You will see, from your window, the
lowery banks of the Erema, and the delightful valley
which extends from the feet of the mountains that
separate the two Cedliles, as far as Coca | know that
at first you will not be very sendble of such afine
prospect; but when the violence of your grief shall be
mdlowed, by time, into a soft melancholy, you will
take plessure in letting your eyes rove over such
agreeeble objects. Besdés, you may be assured of
bemg_ wdl provided in linen, and other necessaries
befitting a gentleman of ddicacy and taste.  More-
over, you shal have agood bed, and comfortable diet,
and 1"will furnish you with as mangxdbooks as you
choose to read. In a word, you | be as well
trested as a prisoner can be! o
Finding mysdif a little eased_by such obhgw(;g offers,
| took courage, gave my jailor a thousand thanks,
told him that he recalled me to life, by his generous
behaviour, and that 1 wished | might once again have
an opportunity of showing my gratitude. ' And why
not have an opportunity ??he replied) do you think you
have log your liberty for ever 2 You are mistaken;
and | dare assure you, that you will be quit for a few
months of imprisonment.' ,"What you, Senor Don
Andres! (cried I) it seems, then, you know the causeof
my misfortune.' _, | confess (said he) | am not ignorant
of the affair. The dguazil, who brought you hither,
mparted the secret to me ; and | shall now reved it
He told me that the King, being informed of your
having, in concert with the Count de Lemos, carried
the Prince of Spain to the house of a suspected lady;
had, to punish you both, exiled the Count, and sent
you to the towef of Segovia, to be treated cht;h36i| the
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ri%our which you have experienced since your arrival.’
, And how (sad 1), did this affair come to the'know-
ledge of theKing ? Itisthat circumstancein particular,
of which | want to be informed., , And that circum-
stance (he replied) is what | could not learn from the
alguazil, who, in dl likelihood, is himsdf ignorant of
the matter.’

Here our conversation was interrupted by the
entrance of severad vaets, who brought up supper.
They put upon the table some bread, two cups, two
bottles, and three large dishes, in one of which there
was aragout of hare, with plenty of onions, ail, and
saffron, anolla podridalin another; and the third con-
tained a turkey-poult on a marmalade of berengena,.
When Tordesllas saw that we had everything we
wanted, he sent away his servants, not carin? that they
should overhear our discourse, and having locked the
door, we sat down at table, opposite to one another.
'Let us begin (gdog? with what is most needful.
You must have a petite after a fast of two
days' $So saying, he loaded my plate with victuas,
imagining that he served one half-starved ; and really
he had reason to think | would stuff mysdf with his
ragouts. Nevertheless, | baulked his expectation;
and how much soever my condition required food, |
could not swalow a morsel; so much did | take to
heart my present Stuation. To digped the crue
images which incessantly afflicted me, my keeper, in
vain, exhorted me to drink, by extolling the excellence
of his wine. Had he given me nectar, | should have
drank it without pleasure, at that time. He perceived
my chagrin, and changing his battery, began to
recount, In a plessant manner, the history of his own
marriage. But | heard his narration with such

! The word podrida is now generally omitted in spesking
of this nationa dish, but the phrase oUa podrida has
dassc authority in Its favour: see the Epistola d la
Princesa de Malfeta in Joaquin Hazanas y la Ruas edition
onGutlerre de Cetina's Obras (Seville, , i, 80

Berengena=egg-plant.
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absent-mindedness, that when it was ended | could not
have repeated one word of what he sad. He con-
cluded, that he undertook too much, in attempting to
divert my sorrow that evening; and when supper was
over, got up, saying: , Senor de Santillana, | will
leave you to your repose, or rather, to muse at leisure
upon your misfortune. But, | repeat it again, it will
not bé of long duration: the King is naturaly good:
when his wrath subsdes, and he shal reflect upon
the deplorable situation in which he believes ggu to be,
he will think you sufficiently punished., ¢ sayln%;,
Mr. Keeper went downdtairs,”and sent utp his servants
to uncover the table They caried off everything,
even to the candles, and | went to bed by the melan-
choly light of alamp that was fixed to the wall.

CHAPTER V

His reflections before he went to deep, and an
account of the noise that waked him

| SPENT two hours at leadt, in reflecting upon what
Tordeslllas had told me, ‘1 am_confined here, then
(said | to mysdlf), for having contributed to the plessures
of the her-apparent. How imprudent was I, in
doing services of that kind to so young a |_Prlnce: for,
his tender years done make me quilty. Had he been
of amore &vanced age, the King would, perhap?, have
laughed a that which now incensss him so much.
But who can have %Nen such a piece of information to
that monarch, without fearing the resentment of the
Prince, or that of the Duke of Lerma, who will, doubt-
less, revenge his nephew the Count de Lemos  How,
then, has the King discovered it ? that | cannot
comprehend. .
Hither my doubts aways returned. The ideg
however, that afflicted me mog, that drove me to
despair, and from which my mind could not detach
itself, was the pillage to which | conduded my effects
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had been abandoned. , My strong box ! (cried I?], m
dear riches, what is become of you ? into whose hands
areyoufalen? Alas! | havelostyou, even inlesstime
than that in which you were amassed !' | painted to
myself the disorder that must then reign in my house;
and, on that subject, made reflections, every one more
melancholy than another. The confusion of so many
different thoughts threw me into an oppression that
became favourable; and deep, which had avoided me
the preceding night, shed his influence over my senses.
To this, the goodness of the bed, the fatigue which |
had undergone, as well as the vapours of the victuals
and wine, contributed. | enljoyed a profound deep,
and, probably, the day would have surprised me in
this condition, had | not been waked, dl of a sudden,
by anoise Pretty. extraordinary for a prison. | heard
the sound of a guitar, accompanied with aman's voice,
| listened with attention, and hearing no more, believed
it was a dream: but, in a moment, my ear was struck
again with the sound of the instrument, and the same
vaice, that sung the following verses:

Ay de mi ! un ano felice
Parece un soplo ligero;
Pero sin dicha un mdtante
Es un siglo detormento”,.

My sorrow was increased by this couplet, which
seamied to have been made on purpose for me. , | have
but too well experienced the truth of these words
(said 1), methinks the season of my prosperity passed
away very soon, and that | have been already ‘a whole
age In prison.' | relgpsed into a terrible reverie, and
began again to deplore my fate, as if | had taken
plessure in the tdk. My lamentations, however,

! Alas! ayear complete of bliss
Heetslike azephyr vain;

But one unhappy moment is
A century of pain.

Theauthor of the Spanish verseshasnot beenidentified.
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ended with the night; and the first rays of the sun, with
which my chamber was enlightened, a little camed
my disquiet. | got up to air my room, by opening the
window, and surveyed the country, of which | remem-
bered Mr. Keeper had given such a fine description.
But | could find nothing to justify what he had said:
the Erema, which | imagined was, at least, equa to
the Tagus, appeared to be no more than a rivulet, its
flowery banks were bedecked with the nettle and
thistle only, and the pretended delightful valey pre-
sented nothing to my view, but lands for the most
part barren and uncultivated. Probably, | was not
yet arived a that sweet melancholy, which made
things appear otherwise than | beheld them at that
time.

I an to put on my clothes, and was ar haf
dregi wheinordesiIIas came in, followed g;o/dgq old
woman-servant, who brought shirts and towels for my
use. , Senor Gil Bias (sad he), here is linen: don't
be frugal of it; for | shal take care to let you have
as much as you can use. Wel (added he), how did
you pass the night ? were your sorrows suspended for
a few moments by ég) ? | should have dept, per-
haps, till now (answered 1), had | not been awakened by
avoice, accompanied by aguitar.’ ' The cavdier, who
has disturbed your repose (said he), is a State prisoner,
whose chamber is next tgg/ours He is a knight
of the military order of arava, and has a very
amiable character: hisnameis Don Gaston de Cogallos
You may, if you please, visit and eat with one another.
You will find a mutual consolation in each other's
acquaintance, which will be very agreegble to both.'

| assured Don Andres that | was extremely sensible
of his kindness, in permitting me to unite my grief
with that of the cavalier; and as | expresssd some
impatience to be acquainted with that companion in
misfortune, our obliging keeper procured me the
plessure that very day; and carried me to dinner with
Don Gaston, who surprised me with his beauty and fine
shape. You may judge what he must be, to make
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such a grong impression upon eyes accustomed to
behold the most snining youth at court. Imagine to
yourself a man made for love, one of those heroes of
romance, who, by showing themselves only, could rob
princesses of then, resx. Add to this, that Nature
which usually dedls out her gifts sparingly, had endued
Cogollos with a great ded of understanding and
valour; so that he was a perfect cavalier.

If | was charmed by this knight, | had dso the good
fortune to be agreegble to him.  He no more sang in
thenight, for fear of incommoding me, notwithstanding
my entreaties, that he would not constrain himself on.
my account. An intimacy is soon contracted between
two persons oppressed gg misfortune. A tender
friendship was the immediate consequence of our
acquaintance, and became stronger and stronger every-
day. Theli we enjoyed of conversing together
when we pl , was very useful to us both; since, by
our discourse, we aided one another, reciprocaly, to
bear our misfortune with patience.

One afternoon, entering his room, just as he was
going to play on his guitar, that | might hear him the
more conveniently, | sat down on a stool, which was
al the seet he had; and he, placing himsdlf on his bed's
feet, played a very moving air, and sang words to it,
which expressed the despar to which the cruety of a
lady reduced her lover. When he had done, | sad to
him, with a smile, ,Sefior Knight, these are words
which you were never obliged to employ inyour amours:
you are too well qudified to find the women crud.’
* You have too good an opinion of me (he replied); |
composed, in my own behdf, the verses which you
have heard, to soften a heart which | believed harder
than diamond, and move to compassion a lady who
trested me with extreme rigour. | must entertain
you with that story, by which you will dso learn the
cause of my misfortune!



BOOK IX, CHAPTER VI 175

CHAPTER VI

The history of Don Gaston de Cogollos, and Dona
Helena de Galisteo

NOT much less than four years ago, | set out from
Madrid for Cora, to visit Dona Eleonora de Laxarilla,
my aunt, one of the richest widows in Old Cadlile,
whose heir | am. | was no sooner arrived at her
house, than love began to invade my repose. The
windows of my apartment faced the lattices of alady,
who lived opposite to my aunt's house; and | could
easily perceive her, by the assstance of the width of
her grates, and the narrowness of the street. | did
not neglect the opportunity; and found my neighbour
soegzér&dsome, that | Wals _erlwchagted a oncehl &
pr my passion so plainly, by my eyes that she
could not %e mistaken.  She perceiyea/ it accordi n%y;
but was not at al digposed to pride hersdf on her
observation, and 4ill less to answer my coquetries.

I made inquiries about this dangerous person, who
captivated hearts so suddenly; and learned, that her
namewas Dona Helena; that she was the only daughter
of Don George de Galisteo, who possessad arich manor
a few leagues from Coria; that many matches had
been in her offer; but her father rejected them all.
because he was resolved to give her hi marrisge to
his nephew Don Augustine de Olighera, who, in the
meantime, had the privilege of seeing and conversing
with his cousn everyday. | was not dlscourﬁ};ed by
this piece of information: on the contrary, it inflamed
my passion; and the proud plessure of supplanting a

oved rival, excited me, perhaps, even more than
g love, to pursue m¥1 point. | continued then to

dress Helena with the most passionate looks: |
supplicated her maid Fdicia in the same language, in
order to implore her assstance. | even talked on m
flngfers _But these gdlantries were of no use. | made
as little impresson on the maid as on her mistress:
they seemed equally crud and inaccessble.
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Since tf;ﬁ/ refused to answer the language of my
gyes, | had recourse to other interpreters; and s&
ﬁeopl_e at work to discover what acquaintances Fgicia
ad in town. They got notice, that an old gentle-
woman, caled Teodora, was her bes friend, and that
they often visted one another. Overjoyed a this
discovery, | went to Teodora in person, and by
presents engaged her in my interests.  She
my cause, promised to procure for me a private con-
versation with her friend, at her house, and kept her
promise the very next day. ' 1 am no longer unhappy
(sad | to Felicia), since'my misfortunes have excited
our compassion.  How much am | indebted to your
riend for having prevaled upon you to grant me
the satisfaction of an interview!" “Senor (answered
she), Teodora can do anything with me; she has
erg(aged mein your behalf; andf it bein my power to
make you happy, you shal soon enjoy your wish;
but, with dl my goodwill, | don't khow that | can
ﬂlve you much assistance: for, not to flater you, you
ave never formed a more difficult enterprise. You
are in love with a lady, who is prepossessed in favour
of another cavalier: and what sort of a lady! one s0
full of pride and dissmulation, that if, by dint of
perseverance and assiduity, you should succeed so far
as to cogt her some Sghs, don't Imagine that her pride
will give you the pleasure of hearing them. “Ah!
my dear Felicial &cned I, in atransport of grief) why
do you dexcribe the obgtacles which | have to sur-
mount ? | am assassnated by your information!
deceive me rather than drive me to despair!’
saying, | took one of her hands, and pressng it in mine
put upon her finger a diamond worth three hundred
soles, accompanied by such moving expressons as
rought the tears into her eyes )
She was too much affected by my discourse, and too
wdl satisfied with my behaviour,” to leave me dto-
her without consolation. She began to smocth
e difficulties a little, ing, , Senor, what | have
represented, ought not to deprive you of hope  Your
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rival, 'tis true, is not hated; heis et liberty to come
and vigt his cousin, and tak to her whenever he
pleases;, and this is a circumstance favourable for
you. Their being accustomed to see one another every-
day, renders th@r conversation a little languid: théy
seém to part without pain, and meet agan without
Iolemre: one would think they were aréady married.
n aword, | dont perceive that my mistress has a
violent passon for Don Augustine: besdes, as to per-
sond qudifications, there iS a difference between you
and him, that must turn to your account, in the éyes
of such a ddicate young lady as Dona Hdena. Be
not discouraged, therefore: Continue your gallantry,
which | will second; and | will not let ip one oppor-
tunity of making everything you do to please her, tend
to your advantage with my midress.” In vain shal
she atempt to disguise hef sentiments. | will soon
discover them, hi spite of her dissmulation.'

After this conversation, Fdicia and | pated, very
wdl saisfied with one another. | prepared anew to
ogle Don_George's daughter, whom | trested with a
serenade, in which the verses you have heard weresung
by afinevoice, which | had Olorow ded for the pug)ose.
After the concert, the maid, in order to sound her
mistress, asked how she had been entertained ? |, The
voice (said Dona Helena) gave me pleasure’ ' And
were not the words which were sung very moving ?

replied the maid). , | pad no dtention to them
sad the lady), | ligened to the tune only. | took
no notice of ‘the verses neither do | desire to know
who gave the serenade’ ' If that be the case (cried
the waiti n%—woman), poor Don Gaston de Cogallos is
far out in his reckoning, and not very wise in spending
his time in looking at our lattices' ~ ' Perhgps it m

not be he (said the midress, coldly), but some other
cavdier, who has declared his passon for me, by this
concert.” ' Pardon me, madam (replied Feicia), it is
no other but Don Gaston; by this token, that he
accoded me this morning, in thé greet, and begged me
to tel you, thft he adores you, in spite of the rigour
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with which you repay his love; and that, in short, he
should think himsdlf the happiest of mankind, if you
would alow him to manifest his passon in the usua
course of gdlantry. This discourse (added she)
sufficiently proves that | am not mistaken.'

Don George's daughter changed countenance, al
6f a sudden, and darting a severe look at her maid,
, You might have dispensed (said she) with repesting
that impertinent conversation to me. Let me have
no such reports for the future, if you please; and if that
rash youth shal have the presumption to spesk to
you again, tell him to make his addresses to one who
will regard his gallantry more than | do, and to choose
a more honourable pastime, than that of being al day
long a his windows, to observe what | do in my
apartment.'

All this was faithfully reported to me, in a second
interview with Fdicia, who, pretending that | must
not take the words of her midress in a literd sense,
would have persuaded me that the affair went on
swvimmingly. But |, who was ignorant of finesse, and
did not believe that the text could be explained in my
favour, distrusted the commentary she made. She
laughed at my diffidence, caled for paper and ink, and
said:  'Senor Knigi;ht, write immediately to Dona
Helena, in the style of a desponding lover. Paint
your sufferings in the most passionate colours, and in
particular, complain of her prohibiting you to appear
a your windows. Promise to obey her, but, a the
same time, assure her, that it will cogt you your life.
Put this into such e<f)rons as you gentlemen are
s0 well skilled in, and leave the rest to me. | hope the
event will do more honour to my penetration than you

ine.

Had | neglected this, | should have been the first
lover who did not take the advantage of such an
opportunity to write to his misress | composed a
most pathetic letter, and before | seded it, showed it
to Fdicia, who having read it, sad, with a smile, that
if women have the art of captivating £he men, these
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last, in return, knew very wel how to cgole the
women. The waiting-maid took my |ettér, then
layi n? strong injunctions on me to keep my windows
shut Tor a few days, returned to the house of Don

George.

' l\/cl’adam (said she to Dona Helena, when she went
home), | met Don Gaston, who did not fail to make
up to'me, and endeavoured to sooth me with flattering
expressons.  He asked, with a fatering voice, like a
crimina who expects his sentence, if |”had delivered
his message to you. Then |, faithful and ready to
execute your orders, cut him short with a vengeance;
mveghed agangt him, loaded him with reproaches,
and Teft him in the srest, confounded at my petu-
lance’ ' am over%o%/ed (replied Dona Helena) that

ou have rid me of that |mPortunate young fellow:
ut there was no occasion to fudely to him.
A young woman ought dways to be gentle in her
behaviour.! ' Madam (sad the maid), a passonae
lover is not to be banished by words pronounced with
a gentle air. Nay, this is sddom accomplished by
indignation and rage. Don Gason, for examplé,
was not repulsed. “After having loaded him with
reproach&,ez)as | have said), | went to the house of
your relaion, whither you sent me; and that lady
unfortunately detained me too long: | say too long
e, on my return, | found my man again, whom,
| assure you, [ did not expect to & | was so much
disturbed a sight of him, that my tongue, which
never failed me before, could not furnish me with one
gyllable. . In the meantime, what does he ? he dipped
aﬁg)er into my hand, which | kept, without knowing
what | did, and then disappeared in an ingtant.'

So sying, she pulled my letter out of her bosom,
and gave if, bfy way of joke, to her midress who
taking it as for diverson, read it over, and then
affeoted resarve. ,TruIP/, Fdida (sad she with a
serious air), you are a fool and a mad creature, to
recave this bille. What will Don Gaston think of
it ? and what must | believe ? Your conduct gives
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me cause to distrust your fidelity; and may make him
su?ect that | am pleased with his passon. Alas!
perhgps he imagines, at this instant, that | peruse,
with pleasure, the characters which he has written.
You see to what shame you have exposed my pride!
"0! not a dl, madam”(replied the maid), he can
entertain no such thoughts: ‘and, suppose he did, he
ghdl not preserve them long. | will tell him, when
next | see him, that | have shown his letter to you;
that you looked at it with indifference; and, in short,
without reading it, tore it with the most mortifyin

contempt.’ , You may safely swear that | have no
read it (sad Doiia Helena). | should be a a loss if
obliged, to repeat two single words of it Don George's
daughter was not contented with talking in this manner;
she tore my hillet, and forbid her woman to tak to
me for the future.

As | promised to play the gallant no more at my
windows, Sncethesight of megave offence, | kept them
shut several days, to render my obedience more
affecting; but to supply those looks of which | weas
abridged, | prepared new serenades for my cruel Helen.
One night | repaired under her balcony with musicians,
and the guitars were dready struck up, when a cavalier
came sword in hand, and disturbed the concert, laying
about him at afurious rate among the performers, who
immediately betook themselves to flight. The rage
that animated that bold intruder, awaked mine: |
advanced to punish him, and an obstinate combat

an.  Doiia Helena and her attendant hearing the
noise of swords, looked through the lattice, and seeing
two men engaged, waked Don George and his valets
with their cries these, as well as severd people in the
neighbourhood, came running to part the combatants,
but they arrived too late, and found nobody on the
field of batle but a cavdier amost without life,
weltering in his own blood ; and | was soon known, to
be that unfortunate person. | wes caried to the
house of my aunt, whither the most expert surgeons
in town were cdled to my asigance Everyl
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pitied my fate, and Dona Helena in particular, who
then discovered the bottom of her soul. Her dis-
simulation gave way to her sentiment, and she was no
longer that disdainful creature, who piqued hersdlf
upon appearing insensible to my passon. She was
now a tender lover, that abandoned hersdf to sorrow
without resarve.  She spent the rest of the night in
mourning with her maid, and in cursing her cousin
Don Augustine de Olighera, who they concluded must
have been the author of their tears; as in effect it
was he who had so disagreesbly interrupted the
serenade.  Being asgreat a dissembler as his cousin, he
had perceived my intentions, without seemm? to take
any notice of them; and imagining that she favoured
my flame, had committed this action, to show that
he was not quite so passive as she bdieved him to be
Nevertheless, this melancholy accident was soon for-
t{:;otten, by reason of the joy that followed it. Though
was dangeroudy wounded, the skill of the surgeons
saved my life, but | <ill kept my chamber, when my
aunt Dona Eleonora went to Don George, and de-
manded his daughter for mein marriage. ~ The father
consented to this the more willingly, because he at
that time looked upon Don Augustine as a man whom
perhaps he should never see again. The good old
%gtleman wes afraid that his daughter would not
ow hersdf on me without reluctance, because her
cousin Olighera had enjoyed the IlberP/ of visting her
when hewould, and of acquiring her affection at leisure;
but she seemed so well disposed to obey her father in
this affair, that we may conclude it is an advantage
among the ladies to be a new-comer in Spain, as well
as dsawhere. ) ) )
As soon as | could have a private conversation with
Felicia, | understood how much afflicted her mistress
had been at the bad success of my duel; so that havin
no Ionger any reason to doubt that | was the Paris o
this Helen, | "blessed my wound, since it turned out so
gropltlous to my love, and obtained of Senor Don
eorge the permission to spesk to his daughter in the
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presence of her maid. What a delightful conversation
this was! | entreated, | pressed the lady in such a
manner, to tell me if her father, in yielding to her my
tenderness, had done any violence to her inclination,
that she owned | was not beholden to her obedience
done. After this*Sbwaaains confession, my whole
study was to please her, and contrive entertanments,
until the day of our nuptials, which were to be cde-
brated by a magnificent cavalcade, in which al the
nobility of Coria and the neighbourhood intended to

f’%%/e a grand entertainment to Don George and his
daughter, with dl their relations and friends, a a
superb country-house which my aunt had without
the town, on the side of Manroi. Here a concert of
voca and instrumental music was prepared by my
order, together with a company of strollers to represent
a comedy. In the middle of the feast, one came and
whispered to me, that there was a man in the hall,
who wanted to speak with me. | got up from table to
e who it was, and found a stranger, who looked like
a vaet de chambre, and who presented to me a letter
which | opened, and read these words:

, IF you have a regard for your honour, as every
knight of your order ought to have, you will not fail to
be to-morrow morning in the plain of Manroi, where
you will find a cavalier ready to give satisfaction for
the injury you received from him, and to put you, if
he can, out of condition to espouse Dofia Helena

' DON AUGUSTINE DE OLIGHERA!

If love has great influence over the Spaniards,
revenge has gill more. | could not read this billet in
tranquillity. Theverv name of Don Augustine kindled a
fire in my veins which had almost made me forget
the indispensable duty which | had that day to per-
form. | was tempted to steal away from the company,
and go in search of my enemy on the ingant. |
congrained myself, however, for fear of disturbing the
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fead, and sad to the man who brought the letter:
' Friend, tell the cavdier who sent you, that | am too
desirous of re-engaging him, to fail of meeting him to-
mlorrqw morning,  before sunrise, at the gppointed

ace.
P Having sent away the messenger with this answe, |
rehomed my guests, and resumed my place at table,
where | composed my countenance % well, that no-
body had the least suspicion of what passed within me.
| appeared during the rest of the day as much enter-
tained as any of them with the pleasures of the feast,
which ended about midnight, when the assembly broke
up, and every one returned to the town, in the same
manner as hé had come out.  Asfor my part, | stayed
in the country-house, on pretence of ‘taking the ar
next morning; but the true reason was, that | might
be the sooner a the rendezvous. Insteed of going
to bed, | waited with impatience for day, which as
soon as | percaived, | mounted my best horse, and st
out done, as if | intended to take aride in the country.
| advanced towards Manroi, and discovered in the
plain a man on horseback, coming towards me at full
speed; upon which | put spurs t0 my horse, to save
him one-haf of the V\(a%. We soon mét, and I found it
was my rival. ' Knight (sad he in an insolent tone),
it is with regret that | come to blows with you a
scond time; but it is your own fault. Aftér the
adventure of the serenade, you ought to have renounced
Don George's daughter with a good grace; or at lesst
take it for granted, that you would not be so egsily
quit, if you perssted in your addresses to her.' ' You
are too” proud (answered 1) of an advantage which
erhaps you owed more to'the darkness of the night
han to your superior ill.  You don't condder that
the success of these rencounters depends often on
accident” |, It is never accidentd with me (sad he
with an arrogant air), and | will now show you, that by
day as wel as nlght, | know how to punish those
audacious knights who interfere with me' }

| made no reply to this haughty speech, but dighted
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ingantly. Don Augustine did the same: we tied our
horses to a tree, and began to fight with equa vigour.
I will frankly own, that | had to do with ar enemy
who handled a repier better than |, though | had
been two years a school. He was a complete fencer ;
| could not possibly have exposed my life to greater
danger. Nevertheless, as it often happens, lat the
strongest is vanquished by the weskest, my rival, in
ite of dl his skill, received a thrust that went
through his heart, and fell sone dead in an ingtant.

| returned immediately to the country-house,
where | informed a valet de chambre, whom | could
trust, of what had happened, and said to him, ' Dear
Ramiro, before justice can take cognizance of this
event, take a good horse, and give my aunt notice of
the adventure. Ask of her some money and jewds,
and bring them to me a Plasencia, where thou wilt
find me in the first inn you come to as you enter the
city.'
t%amiro acquitted himsdf of his commission with
such diligence, that he arrived a Plasencia three
hours after me. He told me, that Dona Eleonora was
more pleased than afflicted at the news of a dud that
revenged the affront which | had received in the first;
and that she had sent me dl her ready money and
jewels, to enable me to travel agreesbly in foreign
countries, until she should get the affair accommodated.

To pass over superfluous circumstances, | will only
informyou, that | crossed New Cedtile, to the kingdom
of Vaencia, in order to embark at Denia, from whence
| took a passage for 'ltaly, where | put mysdf in a
condition to vidt different courts, and appear in a
suitable character.

While far from my Helen, | endeavoured, as much
as in me lay, to beguile my love and sorrows; she
mourned my absence in secret a Coria  Instead of
approving of the prosecution that her family set on
foot agang me on account of Oligheras death, she
wished that al enmity might cease, and my return be
hastened by a speedy accommodation. Six months
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had dready eagpsed snce she had logt me, and |
believe her constancy would have still triumphed over
time, had she had nothing ese but time to combat:
but she had still more powerful enemies. Don Bias
de Combados, a gentleman from the western side of
Gdlicia, came to Corig, to take possesson of arich
estate which had been in vain disputed by his cousin,
Don Miguel de Caprara; and he settled in that country,
finding 1t more agreeeble than his own. Combados
was well made, had an agreesble polite behaviour, and
was one of the most insinuating men in the world; so
that he soon became acquainted with al the people
of fashion in the town, and was no stranger to their
private affairs.

It was not long before he learned that Don George
had a daughter, whose dangerous beauty seemed to
inflame the men only for their ruin.  This piqued his
curiosity: he longed to see such a formidable lady:
for this purpose, he sought the friendship of her
father, and succeeded so well, that the old man areac
looked upon him as his son-in-law; gave him admit-
tance to his house, and the Ilberg of speaking in his

resence to Dona Helena.  The Galician soon fell in
ove with her. That was inevitable. He opened his
heart to Don George, who consented to his proposal;
but told him, that, resolving not to congrain his
daughter, he left her mistress of her own hand.  Upon
this, Don Bias put in practice dl the galantries which
he could devise, to plesse the lady, who
insengble to them dl, so much was her heart engrossed
by me. Fdicia, however, was in the interests of the
cavalier, who engaged her by presents, to espouse his
caue. She therefore employed dl her address in
behdf of his passion; on the other hand, her father
seconded the chamber-maid by his remonstrances,
and nevertheless, dl their effortS during a whole year
could only torment Dona Helena, without shaking
her congtancy in the lesst. o
~ Combados seeing that Don George and Fdicia
interested themselves for him in vain, proposed an
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expedient to overcome the obstinacy of a lover so
repossessed as she was. ' This (said he) is what |
ave contrived: we will suppose that a merchant of
Coria has received aletter from an Italian man of busi-
ness, in which, after a detail of things concerning
commerce, are the following words:

" A SPANISH cavdier, whose name is Don Gaston
de Co?ollos has lately arrived at the court of Parma
He cdls himsalf nephew and sole heir of a rich widow
who lives at Coria, under the name of Dona Eleonora
de Laxarilla. He has demanded the daughter of a
powerful nobleman in marriage, but will not succeed
until the truth is known. | am desired to apply to you
for this purpose: pray let me know, then, If you are
acquainted with this Don Gaston, and in what the
riches of his aunt consist; for your answer will decide
the marriage.

' Parma, ec.'

The old man looked upon this trick as a piece of wit
or stratagem pardonable in love: and the waiting-
woman, dill less scrupulous than her master, approved
of it very much. The invention seemed to them the.
more ingenious, as they knew Helenato be aproud girl,

le of taking an instantaneous resolution, provided

she should have no suspicion of the chest. Don George
undertook to inform her of my change; and, to make
the thing seem more natural, carried dong with him
the merchant, who had received the pretended letter
from Parma. The scheme was executed accordingly.
The father, in an affected passion of rage and vexation,
sad to Helena, ' Daughter, | will no longer observe to
you, that my relaions daily request that | will not
admit the murderer of Don Augustine into my family.
| have a stronger reason to give you to-day, in order
to detach you from Don Gaston. You ought to be
ashamed of your fidelity to him. He is a fickle,
fidious wretch. Here is a certan proof of his
infidelity. Bead this letter, which a merchant of
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Coria has received from ltay.! Helena trembling
took the fictitious letter, read it over, consdered every
expression, and was thunderstruck at the news of my
inconstancy. A sentiment of tenderness made her
shed some tears; but soon recalling al her pride, she
dried them up, and sad to her father with a resolute
tone, ' Senor, you have been witness of my weakness,
bear witness dso of the victory | gain over myself.
‘Tisdone. | now despise Don Gaston, and ook upon
him as the lowest of mankind. But let us talk no
more about him. Come, | am ready to follow Don
Bias to the altar: let my marriage precede that of the
perfidious man who has so ill repaid my love’ Don
George, transported with Loy at these words, embraced
his daughter, applauded her vigorous resolution, and
glad of the happy success of his stratagem, made haste
to complete the wishes of my riva.

_Dona Helena was thus ravished from me. She
yidded hersdf suddenlklx;[o Combedos, without listening
to love, which a the bottom of her heart spoke in my
behalf, or even doubting a moment of a piece of news
which might have been suspected in a lover of less
credulggl. The haughty maid listened to nothing but
her pride, and the resentment of the injury which she
thought her beauty had received, prevailed over the
interest of her tenderness. A few days after her
marriage, however, she felt some remorse for having
been S0 precipitate.  She reflected that the merchant’s
letter might have been forged, and that suspicion
gave her some uneasiness: but the amorous Don Biss
gave his wife no time to cherish thoughts prejudicia
to her repose. His whole study was to amuse her;
and in this he succeeded by a continual successon of
various plessures, which hé had art enough to invent.

She seemed, very well satisfied with such a gallant
husband, and they lived together in perfect harmony,
when my aunt accommodated my affair with the
relations ‘of Don Augustine; and wrote immediately
to Itay, to advertise me of her success.  Being then at
Reggio, in the farthermost part of Calabria, | went over



188 GIL BLAS DE SANTILLANA

into Sicily, from thence to Spain, and at length repaired
to Coria on the wings of love. Dona Eleonora, who
had not in her letter mentioned the marriage of Don
George's daughter, informed me of it on my arrivd,
and observing that | was fflicted at the news, ' You
are in the wrong, nephew (sad she), to be so much
grieved at the loss of an unfaithful woman. Take my
advice, and banish from your memory a person
unworthy of possessing a place in it

As my aunt was ignorant of the deceit which had
been practised on Dona Helena, she was in the right
to tak in this manner, and could not have given me
more prudent advice ; which, therefore, | promised to
follow, or at least to affect an air of indifference, if |
should find myself incapable of vanquishing my
Eas’on. I could not, however, resist my curiosty, to

now how this marriage had been made, and to be
informed of the particulars. | resolved to apply to
Fdicids friend, Dame Teodora, whom | have men-
tioned before. | went to her house, and there by
accident found Fdicia, who, not expecting in the
least to see me, was confounded, and endeavoured to
go away, that she might avoid an explanaion, which
she concluded | would demand. | stopped her, saying,
"Why do Y]ou fly me? Is not the perjured Helena
satisfied with having made a sacrifice of my hagppiness ?
has she forbid you to hear my complaints ? or do you
only want to escgpe me, that you may make a merit
with the ungrateful woman, of having refused me the
hearing 7

' Senor (answered the waiting-woman), | fred%/mown
myself confounded at your presence. | cannot behold
you again, without feeling my heart torn with remorse.
My mistress has been deceived, and | have been an
unfortunate accomplice in seducing her.' , O heaven !
(cried 1) have you the presumption to tell me so ?
Explain yoursdf immediately.” Then she gave me
an account of the stratagem which Combados had
practised to rob me of Dona Helena: and perceiving
that her detail pierced me to the very soul, strove to



BOOK X, CHAPTER VI 189

give me some consolation: she offered me her good
offices with her midtress, promised to disabuse her, to
paint my despair; in a word, to spare nothing to
soften the rigour of my destiny: in fine, she gave me
horm that assu my sorrows a little.
pass over the infinite refusals she underwent,
before she could prevail upon Dona Helena to see me.
This, however, she accomplished; and it was con-
certed between them, that | should be privately
admitted into the house of Don Bias, the firgt time
he should go to an estate, where he usually spent
a day or two in hunting. This desgn was soon put
in execution: the husband st out for the country;
| was informed of the occasion, and one night intro-
duced into his wifée's apartment. ) )
| would have begun the conversation with re-
proaches ; but my mouth was stopped. |, Itisin vain
to recall what is past (said the Ia(\r)g/), the business here
is not a fond reconciliation; and you are mistaken if
ou believe me digposed to flatter your inclination.
declare to you, Don Gagton, that my only motive for
giving my consent to this private inferview, in conse-
quence of the pressing instances which have been
made, is to tel you from my own mouth, that hence-
forth you must Study to forget me dtq%ether. Perhaps
| might have been better stisfied with my fate, had
it been joined to yours ; but since heaven hath ordained
it otherwise, | cheerfully submit to its decrees!
" How, madam! (answered I) is it not enough that
I havelloso¥ou, and see the happy Don Bias in quiet
on of the only Person | am capable of loving !
must | dso banish you from my thought ? Y ou would
deprive me of my love, and rob me of the only blng
that now remains. Ah, crue woman! do you thin
it possble for any man whom you have once charmed,
to retrieve his heart 7 Know yoursdf better, and
ceae exhorting me in vain, to chase your idea from
my remembrance, , Wedl, thec (shé replied with
Preupltatlon), do you dso cesse to hope that | will
avour your love with any return. | have but one
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2
word to say: the wife of Don Bias shal never be the
mistress of Don Gaston. Take Iyour messures accord-
ingly ; fly from this place ; and let us put a end
to a conversation with which | upbraid myself, in
ige of the purity of my intentions, and which |
| think myself guilty in prolonging.'

At these words, which deprived me of the least

limpse of hope, | fell a her feet; | addressed her in
the most pathetic manner; | even employed tears to
melt her: but dl this served only to excite, perhaps,
some sentiments of pity, which she was careful to
conced, and which were sacrified to her duty. After
having to no purpose exhausted al my moving ex-
pressions, by prayers and tears ; my tenderness changed
of a sudden into rage. | unsheathed my sword, to
stab mysdlf before the eyes of the inexorable Heleng;
who no sooner perceived my intention, than she threw
herself upon me, to prevent the consequence. ' Hold,
Cogollos (said she), Is it thusyou consult my reputa-
tion ? In depriving yourself of life, you are going to
load me with dishonour, and make my husband pass
for an "\.m h d hat, far f

| was so with despair, that, far from
yielding to these words the attention which they
deserved, my whole endeavour was to baffle the efforts
of the migtress and her maid, to save me from my own
fatal design; and, without doubt, | should have
succeeded but too soon, if Don Bias, who, having been
goprised of our interview, instead of going to the
country, had conceded himsdf behind the tapestry, to
overhear our conversation, had not come and joined
us with al expedition. , Don Gaston (cried he, holding
lay arms), recal your scatered reason; and do not
basdy yield to the fury that transports you.'

, Is it your busness (sad I, interrupting Don Bias)
to dissuade me from my design ? You ought rather,
with your own hand, to plunge a poniard in my
bosom. You are injured by my passon, unfortunate
as it is Is it not enough that you surprise me at
night, in your wifes apartment ? Is there more
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required to rouse your revenge ? Stab me at once,
and rid yoursdf of a man who cannot cesse adoring
Dona Heena, until he ceeses to live' 'In vain
(answered Don Bias) you endeavour to interest my
honour so far, asto giveyou death : you are sufficiently
punished by your rashness; and | am so well

with the virtuous sentiments of my wife, that | pardon
the occasion which she took to show them. Take err;}(/
advice, Cogollos (added he), do not despair like awi
lover, but submit to necessty with courage.’

The prudent Galician, by such discourse, camed
my rage a little, and waked my virtue: | retired
with the design of removing far from Helena, and the
place that she inhabited;, and in two days returned
to Madrid, where, resolving to employ myself wholly
in making my fortune, | appeared at court, and there
began to make friends: but | was so unlucky as to
attach mysdlf in particular to the Marquis de Villaredl,
a Portuguese nobleman, who being suspected of a
design to deliver Portugal from the dominion of Spain,
was Imprisoned in the castle of Alicante, where he now
remains. As the Duke of Lerma knew that an
intimacy subsisted between that nobleman and me, he
caused me to be arrested aso, and conducted to this
Blace: that Minister believes that | am capable of

eing an accomplice in such a scheme; and he could
?g[st _rllave committed a grester outrage upon a noble

ilian.

“Here Don Gaston |eft off speakinﬁ ; and |, to console
him, sad, , Senor Cavalier, your honour can receive
no stain from this disgrace, which will, doubtless, in the
end, turn to your advantage. When the Duke of
Lerma shdl bé convinced of your innocence, he will
certainly bestow upon you a considerable employment,
in order to re-establish the reputation of a gentleman
unjustly accused of treason.’
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CHAPTER VII

Scipio finds Oil Bias in the tower of Segovia, and
tells him a great deal of news

OUR conversation was interrupted by Tordesllas,
who coming into the chamber, addressed himsdlf to
me in these teems. ' Senor Gil Bias | have been
gpeaking to a young man who presented himsalf at
the prison-gate, and askedif you were not in confine-
ment here.” When | refused to satisfy his curiosity,
he seamed very much mortified., "Noble captain
(said he, with tears in his eyes), don't reject the humble
request | make, to know if Senor de Santillanais in this
place. | am his chief domestic, and you will do a
charitable action in alowing me to see him.  You are
looked upon in Segovia as a gentleman of great
humanity; and | hopeyou will not refuse me the favour
of conversing a moment with my dear master, who is
not so guilty as unfortunate.’ " In short (continued
Don Andres), the young man expressed such a desire
of seeing you, that | have promised to give him that
sdtisfaction at night.'

| assured Tordesllas, that he could not do me a
greater plessure than to admit that young man, who,
probably, had something to communicate, which_ it
Imported me very much to know. | waited with
impatience for the moment that was to offer my faithful
Scipio to my eyes ; for | did not doubt that it was he;
and | was not mistaken. He was introduced into
the tower in the evening ; and hisjoy, which mine done
could equal, broke forth in extraordinary transports,
when he saw me.  For my part, | was so much over-
oyed at sight of him, that | held out my arms, and
e hugged me in his, without ceremony: the dis
tinction between master and secretary were logt in
this embrace; so glad were they to see one ancther.

When we were a little disengaged, | interrogated
Scipio about the condition inwhich he had left my house.
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" You have no house (he replied), and, to spare you the
trouble of asking unnecessary questions, | will tell you,
in two words, what passed at home. Y our effects were
pillaged, aswell by the soldiers, as by your own servants,
who, looking upon you as a lost man, paid themsdves
their own wages with what they could carry off.
Luckily for you, | had the address to save from their
talons two large bags of double pistoles, which | took
out of your strong box, and secured, by putting them
into the custody of Salero, who will reddiver them
as soon as you shall be released from this tower, where
| believe you will not be boarded long at His Majesty's
expense; because you were apprehended without the
knowledge of the Duke of Lerma.’

1 asked how he came to know that his Excellency
had no hand in my misfortune. '0! asfor that (said
he), | took care to be well informed: afriend of mine,
who enjoys the confidence of the Duke of Uceda, told
me al the ﬁarticulars of your imprisonment.' ' Cal-
deron (said he) having discovered, by the oificiousness
of a valet, that Senora Srena, under another name,
received the Prince of Spain hi the night-time; and that
this intrigue was conducted by the Count de Lemos,
with the assistance of Senor de Santillana, resolved to
be revenged on them as wel as upon his mistress.
With this view, he went privately to the Duke of Uceda,
and discovered the whole affair. The Duke, ravished
at having in his hand such afair opportunity of ruining
his enemy, did not fail to use it: he informed the King
of what he had heard, and represented to him with
grest zed the perils to which the Prince had been
exposed.  This piece of news roused the indignation of
his Majesty, who immediately ordered Sirena to be
shut up in the house of correction, banished the Count
de Lemos, and condemned Gil Bias to perpetua
imprisonment." ' This (added Scipio) is what my
friend told me; by which you see that your mis-
fortune is thework of the Duke of Uceda, or rather of
Caderon.' .

|1:5r20m this information | imagined that m;l/_| affairs
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might be retrieved in time; that the Duke of Lerma,
ﬁiqued a his nephew's exile, would exert himsdlf to
ave that nobleman recalled to court: and | flattered
mysdlf that | should not be forgotten by his Excel-
lency. What afinething hopeis! It consoled me dl
of asudden for the loss of my effects, which had been
stolen; and made me as merry as if | had cause to be
sb%d Farhfrom shregliijrdm% my pcr’ison das an unhap%
e, where | shou end m S, it
rather as the means th%?fg)tine h ugd to ?gp;arme
to some greset post: for | reasoned with mysdf in this
manner: the partisans of the Prime Minister are
Don Fernando Borgia, Father Jerome of FHorence,
and, in particular, Father Luis de Aliaga’, who owes
to his interest the place he at present possesses a
court. With the asastance of these powerful friends,
his Excellency will demalish dl his foes; or perhaps
the State will soon dter its apﬁearance: his Mgjesty is
very sickly; and as soon as he shall be no more, the
Prince his son will begin hisreign by recalling the Count
de Lemos, who will immediately release me from this
ace, and present me to the new monarch, who will
oad me with favours. Thus, dready eevated with
future pleasures, | scarce felt my present misfortune:
but |1 believe the two of doubloons, which m
secretary told me he had deposited with the gold-
amith, contributed, as much as this hope, to the
sudden change of my disposition.
| was too wel satisfied with the zed and integrity
of Scipio, to be dlent on that subject: | offered him
the hah, of the money which he had preserved from
the pillage; but this he refused: ' | expect (said he)
another mark of acknowledgement.” As much sur-
prised at his discourse as at his refusal, | asked what |
could do for him. ' Don't let us part (answered he),

' The Dominican monk, Luis de Aliaga (1560-1626),
was Philip 111's confessor. Gil Blas overrated the friar's
!oPlaIty; though Aliaga obtained his post through the
influence of Lerma, he was one of the chief agents in pro-

curing hispatron'sdismissal.
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dlow me to attach my fortune to yours: | have a
friendship fordyou which | never felt for any other
master. " And | can assure thee, child (said ), there
is no want of gratitude on my part; the very first
moment thou earnest to offer thy service, | was pleased
with thy appearance: we must have been born under
the Balance, or Gemini, which are said to be the two
congdlations that unite the friendship of men. |
WiIIingIY accept the association thou hast proposed;
and will begin it, by entreating the keeper to shut thee
up with me in this tower. , Nothing can give me
more pleasure (cried he), you anticipate my desre. |
was just going to conjure you to ask that favour of
him: your company isdearer to me than liberty itself:
I will only go sometimes to Madrid on the scout, and
see if some change may not have happened at court
which can be favourable to you: so that in me you
will enjoy at once a confidant, courier, and spy.'

These advantages were too consderable to be
rejected: | therefore kept dong with me a person so
useful, with the permisson of the obligin? keeper,
?NI’_]O could not refuse me such an agreesble conso-
ation.

CHAPTER VIII

The motives and success of Scipio's first journey to
Madrid. Gil Blas falls sick: the consequence of
his distemper

IF it be usudly observed, that we have no greater
enemies than our domedstics it must likewise be
owned, that when they happen to be faithful and
affectionate, they are pur best friends. After the zed
that Scipio had manifested, | could not look upon
him but as another sdf. There was, therefore, no
more subordination between Gil Blas and his secretary,
and no more ceremony: they lodged together in the
same room, using the same table and bed.
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There was agreat deal of gaiety in Scipio's conversa-
tion; he might have been jusgil surnamed the good-
humoured lad: besdes, he had a good head, and |
profited by hisadvice. , Friend (said | to him oneday),
methinks it would be no bad scheme for me to write
to the Duke of Lerma: this could produce no bad
effect: What is thy opinion of the matter 7 'Yes;
but (answered he) the great are so different from them-
sves, a different times, that | don't know how your
letter will be received: nevertheless, | am of opinion,
that you should write in the meantime. Although
the Minister loves you, you must not trust to his friend-
ship, for being remembered by him, this kind of

atron essily forgets those who are out of sight or

earing.’

Although this was but too true, | replied: , | judge
more favourably of my patron, to whose kindness for
me | am no stranger: | am persuaded, that he pities
my affliction, which incessantly presents itsdf to his
mind: he, probably, waits until the King's wrath
shal subside, before he takes me out of prison. , In

ood time (he resumed). | wish your opinion of his

cellency may be right: implore his assstanse, then,
in avery moving letter, which | will carry to him;
and | promise to ddiver it into his own hand.'

| immediately cdled for p and ink, and com-
posed amorsal of e oquence, which Scipio thought very
pathetic, and Tordesillas preferred even to the homilies
of the Archbishop of Granada,

| flattered mysdlf that the Duke of Lerma would be
moved with compassion, in reading the melancholy
account which | gave him of the miserable condition
inwhich | was (not); and in that confidence dispatched
my courier; who no sooner arrived at Madrid, than he
went to the Minister's house, and met a vadet de
chambre of mfy acquai ntancehwho Erocured f(ljr gim ag
opportunity of spesking to the Duke. ' My lord (sai
Sgr?)io, pgmning to gis Excellency the gacket g/vith
which he was entrusted), one of your most faithful
sarvants, stretched upon straw, in a disma dungeon
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of the tower of Segovia, most humbly entrests your
Grace to read thisletter, which a turnkey, out of pity,
gave him liberty and means to write! "The Minister
opened, and perused the letter: but athough he
beheld in it a picture capable of mdting the most
obdurate soul; far from seeming affected at m
distress, he raised his voice, and, in the hearing o
severd persons present, said to the courier, with a
furious air, , Friend, tdl Santillana that he has a
grest ded of assurance to address himsdf to me,
after the unworthy action he has committed, and for
which he is so justly chestised. He is a wretch who
must not depend upon my protection; for | abandon
him to the resentment of the King.' ]

Scipio, in spite of dl his effrontery, was discon-
certed at this discourse ; but, notwithstanding his con-
fusion, endeavoured to intercede for me. , My lord
(he resumed), the poor prisoner will die of grief, when
he hears the answer of your Excdlency." The Duke
made no reply to my mediator, but by a stern look,
and turned his back upon him. It was thus the
Minigter treated me, the better to conced the part he
had in the amorous intrigue of the Prince of Spain:
and this ought to be a warning to al lessr agents,
whom noblemen use in their secret and dangerous
negotiations. )

When my secretary returned to Segovia, and made
me acquainted with the success of his commission, |
was replunged into the dire abyss of despondency, in
which | found Sn;?/self thefirst day of my imprisonment.
| thought mysdf even ill more unhappy, since |
had now no reason to expect the protection of the
Duke of Lerma. My courage sank apace, and, not-
withstanding dl that they could say to raise it again,
| became a prey to the most keen sorrow, which threw
me, by degrees, into amost violent fever.
~ Mr. Keeper, who interested himsdlf in my preserver
tion, imagining that he could not do better than cdl
physicians to my assistance, brought two to visit me,
who, by their appearance, seemed zedous ministers
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of the goddess Libitina' , Sefior Gil Bias (said he, pre-
senting them to me), here are two Hippocrates come
to see you, they will set you afoot againin alittle time.'
| was so much prgjudiced against dl manner ‘of
physicians, that | should have certainly given them a
very bad reception, had | beenin the leest desirous of
living ; but at that time | felt mﬁself so much tired of
We,(jthat | was glad Tordesllas had put me into their
ands.

, Sefior Cavdier (said one of these doctors to me),
in the first place, you must repose an entire confidence
in our skill.' , 1 have a most perfect dependence on
it (answered 1): with your assistance, | am very sure
that, in a few days, | shdl be cured of dl my dis
tempers. ' Yes (he replied), with God's help, you
shdl. At least, we will do our endeavour for that
purpose’ These gentlemen actually behaved to a
miracle, and put me into such a good way, that | was
visbly posting to another world. Don Andres, despair-
ing of my recovery, had dready sent for a Franciscan
friar, to prepare me for my end. The good father
having done his duty, had aready retired ; and | myself
believing that my last hour approached, beckoned
Sciﬂo to the bedade. ' My dear friend (said | to him
with a faint voice, so much was | enfeebled by the
medicines | had taken, and the bleedings | had under-
gone), | leave to thee one of the bags which are at
Gabrid's house, and conjure thee to carry the other
into the Asturias, to my father and mother, who must
have great occason for it, if they be «ill dive  But,
alasl | fear they could not bear up agang my in-
gratitude : the report which, doubtless, Muscada made
to them of my hard-heartedness has, perhaps,
occasoned their death. If heaven hath preserved
them, in spite of the indifference with which | requited
their affection, give them the bag of doubloons, and
beg them, from me, to pardon my unnatural behaviour.

! The goddess of earth and trees; but the point of the
dluson in the text is that Libitinas temple atplc-)|ome was
stored with materiadlsused at funerds.
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If they are .no more, | charge thee to employ the
money in causing prayers to be put up for the repose
of their souls and mine' So saying, | stretched out
my hand, which he hathed with his tears, without
being able to answer one word; so much was the poor
young man afflicted at the pr of losng me!
This proves that the tears of an heir are not aways
the tears of joy disguised. .

I Iezaly thus, in expectation of my exit: but | was
baked. My doctors, having abandoned me, left the
field free to Nature. | was saved by their desertion
The fever which, according to theiredprognostic, was
to carry me off, quitted me immediatey, as if it
intended to give them the lie | recovered gradudly,
and by the grestest good luck in the world, a perfect
tranquillity of mind was the fruit of my dissese |
then had no need of consolation: | entertained for
riches and honours dl the contempt which the opinion
of approaching death had made me conceive ; and now
restored, as it were, to myself, blessad my misfortune.
| thanked heaven for it, as for a particular favour, and
firmly resolved never to return to court, even if the
Duke of Lerma should recal me. | proposed, rather,
if ever | should be released, to purchase a cottage, and
livein it like a philosopher.

My confidant approved of my design, and told me
that, hi order to hasten the execution of it, he intended
to go and solicit my enlargement at Madrid. ' There
is a thing come into my head (added he). | know a
person who can serve you. She is the favourite
waiting-woman of the Princes nurse, and a girl of
understanding. | will make her apply to her midress
in your behalf; and will attempt everything to get
you out of this tower, which is ill a prison, notwith-
standing the good treatment you receive in it ' Thou
art in the right (answered 1); go, my friend, and begin
this negotiation, without loss of time. Would to
heaven we were aready in our retreat!"
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CHAPTER IX

Scipio returns to Madrid, and procures the release of
Gil Bias, on certain conditions. What course they
steer together, when they leave the tower of Segovia,
and the conversation that passes between them

SCIPIO st out once more for Madrid; and I, in
expectation of his return, applied mysdf to reading,
beng furnished with more books than | wanted by
Tordesllas, who borrowed them from an old com-
mander that could not read, though he had a fine
library, to maintain the appearance of a literato. |
loved, in particular, good works of morality, because
I found in them, every moment, passages that flattered
m?/. averson for the court, and my inclination for
solitude.
| spent three weeks, without hearing a syllable of
my agent, who at length returned, and said to me with
agay air, , Thistime, Senor de Santillana, | bring good
news;, madam the nurse interests hersdf in your
behaf. Her maid, a my entreaty, in consderation
of a hundred pistoles that | have consigned to her,
has been so generous as to engage her to beg your
rdease of the Prince of Spain; and that Prince, who, as
| have dready observed, can refuse her nothing, has
ﬁromised to ask it of the King his father. | am come
ither in a hurry, to apprise you of it, and shal return
immediatelﬁ, to put the finishing stroke to the work.'
So saying, he left me, and went to court.
His third trip was not of long duration. In eight
. days my man returned, and told me that the Prince
had, not without difficulty, obtained my relesse.  This
piece of information was confirmed the same day by
Mr. Keeper, who embraced me. saying, ' My dear Gil
Bias, thank heaven you are free! the gaes of this
prison are open to you; but upon two conditions,
which, perhaps, will give you a great deal of pain,
and which | am obliged to inform you of, though not
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without regret.  His Mgjesty forbids you to appear at
court, and orders you to quit the kingdom of Cadtile
within amonth. |am very much mortified that you are
prohibited from going to court.' 'And | "am over-
Joyed at it (I replied): God knows what m%/ opinion
of it is! | expected "but one favour from the King,
and | have received two.! ) )
Being assured that | wasno longer a prisoner, | hired
two mules, which my confidant and 1 mounted next
de%, after avmg bid adieu to Cogollos, and returned
a fhousand thanks to Tordesillas, for dl the marks of
frlen_dsh|P | had received a his hands. We st out
merrily for Madrid, to retrieve, from the hands of

Senor “Gabridl, our two in each of which were
five hundred doubloons. My associate said to me by
the way, ' If we are not rich enough to buy a mag-

nificent estate, we can, at least, purchase acommodious
one. ., So.we had but a hut (answered 1), | should be
satisfied with my condition: for, though | am scarce
in the middle of my career, | fed mysdf quite detached
from the world, and intend, for thé future, to live for
mysdf only. Besdes, | must tel thee, | have formed
an enchanfing idea of a country life, the plessures of
which | enjoy by anticipation. Methinks | aready
behold the enamelled meads, hear the nightingaes
sng, and the brooks murmur. Sometimes | divert
mysdlf in hunting, and sometimes in fishing. Imagine
to tht)/self, my friend, dl the different pleasures that
awaif usin solitude, and thou wilt be as much charmed
with it as | am. With reggrﬂd to eding, the mogt
smple nourishment is the best. A mor& of bread
may satisfy us when we are hungry, and the appetite
with which we eat it will make™us think it excdlent
food, . The pleasure does not consist hi the quality of
exquisite dishes, but centres whoally in oursdlves, and
this is so true, that the most delicious of my meds
are not those in which the greatest ddicacy and
abundance rel?n. Frugdity is a source of ddights,
and wonderfully conducive'to hedth."

, By your leave, Senor Gil Blas (said my I_?estj:retary,
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interrupting me), | am not altecg?ether of your opinion,
with regard to the pretend _fru%allty you _Prase
s0 much. . Why should we live like Diogenes ? it WQ
indulge our appetites a little, we shal not find our-
sves a bit the worse for it. Take my advice, and
since we have, thank God, wherewithal "to render our
retreat agreesble, let us not make it the habitation of
hunger and poverty. As soon as we shdl have got
possession of our land, we must fortify our house with
good wines, and al other provisions suitable to pegple
of taste, who do not quit the commerce of mankind,
with a view of renouncing the conveniences of life;
but rather to enjoy them with more tranquillity,
" That which a man has in his house (says Hes
never hurts him; wheress, that which he has not, may.
It is better (adds the same author) for a man to have
all Ithmgs necessary in his possession, than in his wish
onlv." *

"How the devil, Mr. Scipio (cried 1), come you to
know the Greek ﬁoets ? Ha! where did you pick up
acquaintance with Hesod ? 'In the house of a
learned man (he replied). | served a pedant at
Sdlamanca some time. He was a great commentator,
and would toss you up a Izrg{e volume in a twinkling,
composed of Hebrew, Greek, and Latin quotations,
taken from books in his library, and trandated into
the Cadliilian tongue. As | was his amanuensis, |
retained in my memory a great number of sentences,
as remarkablé as that which | repeated. 'If that
be the case (sad 1), your memory is well garnished.
But, to return to our scheme, in what kingdom of
Sﬁan do you think we should establish our Phlloso-
phical resdence ? , | vote for Aragon (replied my
confidant), we shall there find charming spots, where
we may lead addicious life' ' Well (sad 1), beit so.
Let us sdtle in Aragon. | consent to the proposal;
and | wish we may there find a ﬁlaoe of abode, that
will afford dl those pleasures with which | feast my
imagination.'

! The Works and Days, 363-365.
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CHAPTER X

Their behaviour at Madrid. Gil Blas meets a certain
person in the street. The consequence of that
meeting

WHEN we arrived at Madrid, we dighted at a small
house, where Scipio had lodged in his expeditions; and
the first thing we did, was to repair to Sdero, in order
to retrieve our doubloons. He gave us a very civil
reception, and exFressed a good ded of joy in seeing
me at liberty. '| protest to you (said he), | was s0
much affected with your misfortune, that 1 conceived
a disgudt at dl dliances with courtiers, their fortunes
are 0 uncertain; and therefore, gave my daug@ter
Gabriela in marriage to a wedalthy merchant. ' You
were in the right (answered 1): for beddes, that this
match is more solid, a citizen, who marries his daughter
to a man of quality, has not aways reason to be
satisfied with monsieur his son-in-law.'

Then shifting the subject, and coming to the
purpose, ' Sdior Gabriel (added 1), be so good, if you
pleese, as to deliver the two thousand pistoles,
which——"_'Your money is ready for you' (said
the goldsmith, interrupting me), and conducting us
into his closet, showed us the two with notes
upon them, containing these words: ' These bags of
goubloons belong to Senor Gil Blas de Santillana,

There they are (said he), just as they were committed
to my care! )

| thanked Sdlero for the service he had done me;
and, very wel consoled for the loss of his daughter,
caried the bags home, where we began to examine
our double pigoles. The tae was just, after having
deducted fifty, which had been employed to procure
my enlargement. Our sole study now was to put
oursdves In a condition to depart for Aragon. y
secretary undertook to buy a chaise and two mules,
and | provided linen, underclothing, and dothes
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While | was going from one place to another in the
dreets, bargaining for what | wanted, | met Baron
Steinbach, that officer of the German Guards, in whose
house Don Alphonso had been brought up.

| saluted this cavalier, who knowing me aso, came
and embraced me with great affection. 'l am ex-
tremely glad (said | to him) to see your lordship in
such good hedlth, and to find a the same time an
‘(épportumty of hearing of Don Caesar and Don Alphonso

e Leyva" , | can give you a certain account of them
both (answered he), for they are now actualy at
Madrid, and lodge in my housa. About three months
ago they came to town to thank his Majesty for a
post which Don Alphonso has received, in consideration
of the services which his ancestors had done the State.
He is made Governor of the city of Vaencia, without
having asked the place, or even desred anybody to
solicit for him.  Nothing can be more generous: and
trgls shows that our monarch delights in recompensing
valour.'

Though | knew much better than the Baron de
Steinbach what the true motive was, | did not seem
to know anything of the matter; but expressed such a
vehement dedre to salute my old masters, that, in
order to satisfy me, he earned me home with him
immediately. 1 was curious to try Don Alphonso,
and judge, "by the reception | should meet with from
him, whethef or not he had any remains of affection
for me. | found him in a hall, playing at chess with
the Baroness, and as soon &s he perceived me, he
quitted the game, got up, and advancing towards me
with trangport, pressd en;}/_head within his arms,
saying, with marks of red joy, ' Sentillana, have |
found you again! | am overjoyed a meeting with

ou! it was not my fault that éver we parted: for,

desired you, if you remember, not to leave the cadtle
of Leyva You had no regard to my request; but |
am far from being angry with you on that account. |
am even beholden to you, for the motive of your
retregt. But, since that time, you ought to have let
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me hear from ?/ou, and spared me the trouble of sending
in vain, to find you a Granada, where (as Don
Fernando, my brother-in-law, wrote to me), you were!'
After this gentle reproach, he continued,” ' Tel me
what your busnessis a Madrid.  You have, | suppose,
some employment here.  Be assured that T share as
much as ever in what concerns you.' , Senor (an-
swvered 1), something less than four months ago |
filled a pretty considerable post at court; having had
the honour t0 be secretary and confidant to the Duke
of Lema' 'Isit possble ? ?crled Don Alphonso, with
extreme astonishment) what! were you in the confi-
dence of the Prime Minister 7 'l gained his favour
(ﬁad 1), and log it in the manner you shal hear.' |
then recounted the whole storﬁ, and ended my
narration with the resolution | had taken, to buy,
with the dender remains of my past prosperity, ‘a
cottage, in which | proposed t0 lead a retired ‘life.
The son of Don Caesar having listened very attentively
replied, ' My dear Gil Blas, you know | dways loved
yau. You shdl be the gport of fortune no Mmore.
will ddliver you from her power, by making you master
of an estate, which she cannot deprive you of. Since
you design to live in the country, | bestow upon you
a gndl Tarm, which we have hard by Lirias, about
four leagues from Vaencia  You know the place, and
it is a present which we are in a condition to make,
without_incommoding ourselves in the lesst. | dare
answer for my fathef™s consent, and know that it will
give great pleasure to Sergphina.
~ | threw mysdf at the feet of Don. Alphonso, who
immediately ‘raised me up. | kissd his hand, and
more charmed with the goodness of his heart, than with
the value of his favour, " Senor (said 1), your behaviour
enchants me. The present which yol make is the
more agreeable, as it precedes the knowledge of a piece
of sarvice which | did you: and | would rather owe
it to your generodity than to your acknowledgement.
My Governor was a little surprised a my discourse,
and did not fail to ask what this pretended service
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was. | told him; and the information redoubled his
surprise. He, as well as the Baron de Steinbach, was
far from thinking that the eéJovernment of the city of
Valencia had been bestowed upon him by my interest'.
Nevertheless as he could not doubt my veracity,

' Gil Blas (said he), since | owe my post to you, | don't
intend to confine my gratuity to the little farm of
Lirias, | will give you aong with it two thousand
ducats yearly/

' Halt there, Don Alphonso (said |, interruptin?
him), don't awake my avarice | have too we
experienced, that riches serve only to corrupt my
moras. | accept, with dl my heart, your farm of
Lirias, where | will live comfortably, with the money
which | have dready in my possesson. But that is
sufficient; and far from desiring more, | would rather
consent to lose the superfluity of what |
Riches are a burden to one in retirement, who seeks
only to enjoy quiet.’

While we conversed in this manner, Don Caesar
coming in, expressed as much joy at seeing me, as his
son had done before; and when he understood the
obligation which his family lay under to me, he pressed
me to accept the annuity, which | again refused. In
short, the father and son carried me mstantl to a
notarys house, where they caused a deed of gift to be
made out, and sgned it with more pleasuret an they
would have felt in signing a deed to their own advan-
tage. When it was executed, they put it into my hand,
saying, the farm of Lirias was no longer thers, and
that | might go and take possession of it when | would.
They then went back to the house of Baron de
Steinbach, and | flew to our lodgings, where my secre-
tary was ravished with admiration, when | informed
him. that we had an estate in the kingdom of Vaencia,
and recounted in what manner | had made this acquisi-
tion. , How much (sad he) may this smal domain be
worth ? ' Five hundred ducats per annum (I replied),
and | can assure theg, it is a lovely solitude, which |
know perfectly well, having been there severd times, in
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quality of steward to the lords of Leyva. It isasmal
house on the borders of the Guadalaviar, in a hamlet
of five or six houses, and in the midst of a charming
country.'

' What pleases me ill more in it (cried Scipio), is,
that we shdl have fine vension, with Benicarlo wine
and excellent muscadine. Come, master, let us make
haste to quit the world, and gain our hermitage.
, | long as much as thou dost to be there (I replied),
but I must first make a tour to Adturias. My parents
are there in no very agreedble situation; and |
intend to conduct them to Lirias, where they will pass
the remainder of their daysin quiet. Heaven, perhaps,
has granted me this asylum, on purpose to receive them,
and would punish me if | failed in my duty.! Scipio
approved very much of my design, and even excited
me to put it in execution. ' Let us lose no time (sad
he); | have already secured a chaise, let us buy mules
immediately, and set out for Oviedo."! ' Yes, my friend
(I replied), let us depart as soon as we can. | think it
my indispensable duty to share the sweets of my retire-
ment with the authors of my being. Our journey will
not be long. We shall soon see oursalves settled in our
hamlet, where, when | arrive, | will write over the door
of my house, these two Latin verses, in letters of gold':

Inveni portum. et Fortung valete.
Sat melusistis, luditenunc aios.

! The origina Greek epigram will be found in J. Fr.
Dubner's Epigrammatum Anthologia Palatina (Perisiis,
1864-1890), 1i, 10. The following trandation is ascribed
t1052t£1e English grammarian William Lily, who died in

Inveni portum : Spes et Fortuna valete.

Nil mihi vobiscum’: luditenuncdios.
This Latin version is dso attributed to Janus Panno-
nius, Bishop of Funfkirchen, in Hungary. For further
gagllszsg_a Notes and Queries (London, 1898), Ninth Series,
i, 41, .

THE END OF THE N NTH BOXK
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CHAPTER |

Gil Blas sets out for Astunas, passes through Valla-
dolidy where he visits his old master Doctor "Sangrado,
and meets, by accident, with Senor Manuel Ordonez,
director of the hospital

WHILE | was &ettjng ready for my departure from
Madrid, with Scipio, on my journey to Astunas,
Pope Paul the Fifth named the Duke of Lerma to the
Cardindship ~. This Pope being desirous of establishing
the Inquisition in the kingdom of Naples, invested that
Minister with the purple, that he might en?age him
to make King Philip consent to such aTaudable design.
All those who were well acquainted with this new
member of the sacred college, thought, like me, that
the Church had made afineacquisition. o
Scipio, who would rather have seen me in a brilliant
post a court, than buried in solitude, advised me to
present myself before the Cardinal: ' Perhaps (said he)
nis Eminence seeing you out of prison by the King's
order, will think it unnecessary to appear any longer
irritated againgt gccj)u, and take you Into his service
agan. agter Scipio (answered 1), you seem to have
forgot that_l obtained my liberty’ on condition that
| should quit the two Castiles immediately. Besides,
do you think me dready disgusted with my castle of
Lirias ? | have told you once, and now repest it,
that if the Duke of Lerma would restore me to his
good graces, and even offer me the place of Don

! | erma was created Cardinal on March 26, 1618,
208
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Rodrigo de Caderon, | would refuseit. My resolution
is taken. 1 will go in quest of my parents at Oviedo,
and retire with them to Vaencia. = As for thee, my
friend, if thou repentest of having joined thy fortune
to mine, speak; | am ready to give thee one-half of
my money, and thou maYs stay at Madrid, and push
thy fortune as far as it will go.

, How (replied my secretary, nettled at my words)!
can you suspect me of having any repugnance to follow
you to your retreat ? My zed and attachment are
injured by your suspicion. What! Scipio, that
faithful servant, who, to share your affliction, would
have willingly passed the remainder of his days with
you in the tower of Segovia; shal he feel any regret
in accompanying you to an abode that promises him
a thousand pleasures ? No, no, | have no desre of
dissuading you from your resolution. | must own
| was alittle mischievous, when | advised you to show
yourself to the Duke of Lerma: | wanted to sound you
that | might know if some deeds of ambition did not
dill reman in your breast. Wdl, then, since you
are so much defached from pomp and grandeur, let
us abandon the court immediately, to go and enjoy
those innocent and delicious pleasures, of which we
have formed such charming idess’ We actualy st
out in afew days, mounted together in a chaise drawn
by two good mules, and conducted by a young man,
with whom | thought proper to augment my train.
We lay the first night a Alcald de Henarés, and
the second at Segovia; whence (without staying to
vist the generous keeper Tordesllas), we got to
Penafiel, on the Duero; and next day to Vdladolid.
At sight of thislast place, | could not help heaving a
profound sigh; and my companion, who perceived it,
asking the cause, ' Child (said 1), | practised physio
a long time in this city, and my conscience upbraids

! |esage makes ageographical dipin tracing the route
of the travdlers, Aq%?a?aage Hena?es is s’tugted some
ten miles east of Madrid, and Segovia lies about three
times as far to the west of Madrid.
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me with it this moment! methinks dl the sck people
whom | killed, come out of their tombs, and seem
ready to tear me in pieces’ 'What a fancy is this!
(said my secretary) truly, Senor de Santillana, you
aretoo good. Why shouldyou repent of having laboured
in your vocation ? Observe the oldest physicians; do
they fed any such remorse ? No, sure: they gill go
on in their dd course, with the utmost tranquillity,
throwing the blame of dl fatal accidents on Nature,
and claming honour from every lucky event.,

, True (said 1), Doctor Sangrado, whose method
| faithfully followed, was a man of that character.
Though he saw twenty people die dailly among his
hands, he was so well convinced of the excellence of
bleeding the arm, and plentiful draughts of warm
water, which he cdled his two specifics in dl kinds of
digempers, that, instead of suspecting his remedies,
he beieved that his patients died because they had
not drank and been blooded enough.' , Egad! (cried
Scipio, bursting into a loud laugh) this must be an
incomparable person!" 'If thou hast any curios
to se and hear him (sad 1), thou mayst satisfy it
to-morrow morning, provided Sangrado be ill dive,
and at Vadladolid, which | can scarce believe, for he
was very old when, | left him, and that happened a
good many years ago.’

Our first care, when we arrived a our inn, was to
inquire about that doctor, who we learned was not
yet dead; but being too old to visit patients, or move
about, he had given place to three or four doctors,
who had acquired reputation by a new method of
practice, which did not su a whit better than
his We resolved to stay dl next day a Valadolid,
as well to rest our horses, as to vidgt Senor Sangrado,
to whose house we repaired about ten o'clock in the
morning, and found him dtting in an easy chair,
with a k in his hand. As soon as he percaived us,
he got up, and coming towards me, with a firm step,
consdering his age, which was seventy, asked our
business with him. , Mr. Doctor (sad | to him),
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don't you recollect me ? | have the honour to be
one o ¥our disciples. Don't you remember a young
man celled Gil Bias, who formerly lived in your house,
and wasyour deputy ?  'What! isit you, Santillana?
(answered he, embracing me) | should not have known
you again. | am very glad to see you. What have
you been doing sinceyouleft me ? You have doubtless
practised physic dl dong.' , | was indeed (sad 1),
sufficiently inclined to that profession, which, however,
some strong reasons have hindered me from exercis nﬁ

, So much the worse (replied Sangrado). With the
ﬁrinciples which you imbi from me, you would
ave become an expert physician, provided heaven
had given you ?race to preserve yoursdf from the
dangerous love of chemistry. Ah, my son! (continued
hewith an air of sorrow) what a change has happened
in physic within thesefew years| That art is robbed
of dl its honour and dign[tt)/. That art, which in dll
times hath regarded the life of man, is now a prey
to rashness, presumption, and imperitie’; for their
actions spesk, and hi a little time the very dones
will cry out againgt the cabals of these new prac-
titioners.  Lapides clamabunt! There are in this city
ph{SICIa’]S or such as cdl themselves so) who are
yoked to the triumpgal car of antimony. Currus
triumphalis antimonii“. Truants from the school of
Paracelsus, adorers of kermes®, accidental curers, who
make the whole science of medicine consst in knowin%
how to prepare chemica drugs. What shdl | say ~
everything is turned topsy-turvy in their method.
Bleeding at the foot, for example, hitherto so seldom
practised, is now amost the only evacuation in use,.

> Imperitie—empiricism. . .

© Sangrado refers to Badle Vaentin's tregtise, Le Char
trlgm}gh de Vantimoine (Paris, 1677). ) )

Kermes is defined as , amorphous trisulphide of
angimony, of a brilliant red colour.’ " o

" Sangrado adopts the hogtile attitude to this inno-
vation assumed by Hecquet in his Observations sur la
saignee du pied (1724).
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Those purgatives which were formerly gentle and
benign, are now changed for emetics’ and kermes.
The whole is a mere chaos, where each does what Je
thinks proper, transgressing those bounds of order and
sagacity which our ancient masters had so wisdly

prescribed.’
Whatever inclination | had to laugh at such a comical
declamation, | had er to reds it. | did more.

| exclaimed against kermes, without knowing what it
was, and a a venture wished those who invented it
a the devil. Scipio, observing that | made mysdf
merry with this scene, had a mind to act in it dso.
, Mr. Doctor (said he to Sangrado), as | am grand-
nephew to a ﬁhysi cian of the old school, give me leave
to revolt with you against chemical medicines. My
late grand-uncle (rest his soul) was such a warm
patisan of Hippocrates, that he often battled with
quacks who ke disrespectfully of that prince of
physic. True blood will always show itself; | would
wittingly perform the office of executioner to those
ignorant innovators, of whom you complain with such
edoquence and justicee. What disorder must these
wretches create in civil society !'

, That disorder (replied the doctor) is more extensive
than you imagine. My having published a book
againg the robbers of medicine was of no use”. On
the contrary, the mischief daly increeses The
surgeons, mad with the ambition of acting as physicians,
think themselves sufficiently qudified, when there
is nothing to be done but to give kermes and emetics,
to which they add blooding at the foot, according to
their own fancy. They even proceed so far as to
mix kermes in apozems and cordid potions, and so
they are on a par with your celebrated prescribers.

! The use of emetics was opposed by the older school:
Louis XIV's chief physician, Antoine Valot, ventured to
prescribe them during the illness of the King in 1663

_© This passage establishes the i dentifi cation of Sr?ﬁ]eg_rado
with Hecgget, author of Le Brigandage de la icine
(Paris, 1732).
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This contagion has spread adso among the cloigers.
There are sosrlne monks who act both as apothecaries
and surgeons. Those apes of medicine apply them-
slves to chemistry, and compose pernicious drugs,
with which they abridge the lives of their reverend
fathers. In fine, there are more than sixty monas-
teries of men and women in Valladolid; so"you may
Juplﬁe what ravage is made in them, by kermes united
with emetics and blooding in the foot. ' Senor
Sangrado (said 1), you have reason to be incensed
againg these poisonérs. | groan in concert with you,
and share your alarms for the lives of mankind, which
are so manifestly threatened by a method so different
from yours. | ‘am ve?]/ much afraid that chemistry
will one day occasion the total ruin of physic; in the
same manner as false money proves destructive to
kingdoms. Heaven grant that the fatal day be not
too near.' ) )

At this part of our conversation, an old maid-servant
brought in for the doctor alittle light bread on asalver,
and a glass with two bottles, one of which was filled
with water, and the other with wine. After he had
eaten @ morsd of the bread, he took a draught of
liquor, in which, indeed, therewere two-thirds of water,
but that did not save him from the reproach which
he_gave me a handle to vent againgt him. ' Ah, ah!
(sad 1) Mr. Doctor, have | caught you in the act ?
You drink wine, then! Y ou who have aways declared
a?anst that liquor: you who, during three-fourths
of your life, have drunk nothing but water. How
long have you acted so inconsistently with yoursdlf ?
You can't excuse yoursdf on account of your age;
since, in one part of your writings, you define old age
as a natural decay, that withers and consumes us; and
in consequence of that definition, deplore the ignorance
of those people who style wine the milk of old men.
What, therefore, canyou say inyour own justification ?

LA fling at the Carthusian, Frere Simon, who pre-

scribed for Louis X1V, and was credited with introducing
kermes into France.
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, You declare war against me very unjustly (replied
the old physician). Had | drank pure wine, you would
have had some reason to look upon me as an unfaithfyl
observer of my own method; but you see that my
wine is very much diluted.” , Another inconsstency,
my dear master (saigerlj); don't Jou remember that you
blamed the Canon Sedillo for drinking wine, although
it was mixed with a great ded of water'? Confess
freely, that you are sensble of your error, and that wine
is not a fatal liquor, as ﬁou advanced in your works,
provided it be drank with moderation.'

These words perplexed the doctor, who could not
deny that he had forbid the use of wine in his books,
but shame and vanity hindered him from owning
that my reproach was just, and he did not know
what answer to make, To extricate him out of this
dilemma, | shifted the discourse; and in a moment
after, took leave of him, exhorting him to keep his
ground dill againgt the new practitioners.  , Courage,
Senor Sangrado (said | to him), be indefatigable in
decrying kermes, and combat against bloodinginthefoot
without ceasing. If, hi spite of your zed and physical
orthodoxy, that empirica race should succeed in
ruining true discipline, dyou will a leest enjoy the
consolation of having done your utmost to main-
tain it

As my secretary and | returned to the inn, con-
versng together about the diverting and origina
character of the doctor, a man of about five-and-fifty
or sixty years of age passed us in the dtreet, walking
with his eyesfixed upon the ground, and a large rosary
in his hand. | viewed him atentively, and eesly
recollected him to be Senor Manuel Ordonez, that
pious director of the hospital, of whom such honour-
ablemention ismadein the first volume of my memoirs.
| accoged him with great demonstrations of respect,
saying, ' Hedth to the venerable and discreet Senor
Manuel Ordonez, the most proper man in the world
to manage the poor's money.! At these words, he

! See Book IT, Chapter ii, Val. i, p. 90.
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eyed me narrowly, and answered, that he remembered
my features, but could not recollect the place where
he had seen me. , | was often at your house (said 1)
while you had in your service a friend of mine caled
Fabrioio Nunez.' "' Ah! | remember you now (an-
swered the Director with a sdtiricad smile), by this
token, that you were both arch lads, and played to-
gether manag tricks of youth. Well, what is become
of poor Fabricio ? Every time | think of him, | am
uneﬁ/ about his circumdlances” .

' My motive (said I) for taking the liberty of stopping
I\éou in the street, was to give you an account of him.

abricio is at Madrid, employed hi composing miscel-
lanies® ' What do you cal ‘miscdlanies ? (answered
he). ' That is (said’l), he writes in prose and verse.
He composes comedies and romances; in a word, he
is a young fellow of genius, and is very well recelved
in the best families’ "' But (sad the Director) how
dands he with his baker 7 "Not quite so well (an-
swered I?, as with people of fashion: between you
and me, | believe he is as poor as Job." 'Oh'! | don't
a dl doubt it (cried Ordonez). Let him make his
court to noblemen as much as he pleases, his com-
plaisance, flattery, and cringing will bring still less
into his pockets than his works. Remember | pro-
phesy, that you will one day see him in the hospital V

! Thisdismal Prophecyw,ould remind most contemporary
readersof awell-known epigram by Francoisde Maynard”
e his Oeuvres poitiques (Paris, 1888), 111, 102-103.

Vn rare Escnuain comme toy

Deurait enrichir safamille,
D'autant d'argent que le feu Roy
En auoit misdans la Badtille.

Mais les vers ont perdu leur prix,
Et pour les excellens Esprits
LaFauour des Princes est morte.

Malherbe, en cet age brutal,
et vn cheval qui porte
Lesgrands Hommes al'Hospital.
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, That may very wel be (I replied). Poetry has
brought many a one to that catastrophe. My friend
Fabricio would have done much better, had he re-
mained with your Worship. He would by this time
have been rolling in gold" ' At leest, he would have
been in very essy circumstances (sad Manuel). |
had a regard for him, and would have, by raising
him from post to post, procured a solid settlement
for him in the hospital, had he not been whimsica
enou%h to set up for a wit. He composed a comedy
which was acted by the players of this city. The
piece succeeded; and from that moment his head
turned. He believed himself another Lope de Ve%a;
and preferring the smoke of public applause to the
red advantages which my friendship prepared for him,
demanded his discharge. | remonstrated in vain,
that he was going to quit the substance, and run after
the shadow. | could not detain this madman, who
was possessed with the fugf of writing. He did not
know his own interest (added he). The young man
who succeeded him in my service is a living proof of
this. Having morejuggement and less understanding
than Fabricio, he applied himsalf wholly to the execu-
tion of his commissons, and studied to pleese me.
Accordingly, | have promoted him as he deserved,
and he now actudly enjoys two employments at the
hospital, the lesser of which is more than sufficient to
fmai_r?tain an honest man, encumbered with a large
amily.'

CHAPTER I

Gil Blas continues his journey, and arrives safely at
Oviedo. The condition in which he found his
parents. The death of his father, and the conse-
quence thereof

FROM Vdladolid, we got in four days to Oviedo,
without meeting with any bad accident on the road,
notwithstanding the proverb, which says that robbers
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smdl the money of travellers afar off. We should have
been, however, a pretty good booty; and two inhabi-
tants of the cavern' would have been sufficient to
cary off our doubloons with ease; for | had not
learned to gr valiant a court; and Bertrand, my
mozo de mulas’, did not seem of a humour to diein
defence of his master's purse: Scipio was the only
Hector among us.

It being night when we arrived in town, we went
to lodge a an inn hard by the house of my uncle, the
Canon Gil Perez. | was willing to understand the
situation of my parents, before | should appear as
their son; and for this piece of information, 1 could
not apply to a more proper person than my landiord
or his wife, who | knew to be people who were very
well acquainted with the affairs of their neighbours.
In effect, the landlord, after having eyed me with
attention, gecollected my face, crying, ' By S. Antony
of Padua’! this is the son of honest usher Bias

! The cavern in which Gil Blas had lived with Rolando
angd hisgang : see Book |, Chapter iv.
Moz0 dé mulas— muleteer. ]
Fernando Bulhon, or Bulloes (1195-1231), a native
of Lishon, took the name of Antony on joining the Fran-
ciscan Order in 1220; he first visted Padua, with which
city his name is commonly associated, in 1227 ; he was
canonized the year after his death, and his feast is cele-
brated on Juné 13 He is dleged to have restored to
its place the foot of a youth who had cut it off in afit of
remorse: se F. A. Calos das Neves, 0 Grande Thauma-
turg(\)Nde Portugal, So. Antonio de Lisboa (Oporto, 1899).
ing to his successful missionary labours S. Antony
of Paduais cdled ' the restorer of the logt, and the reveder
of hidden treasure, and in severd Roman Caholic
countries a grossly materiaitic interpretation has been
put upon this title by the uneducated, who habitudly
invoke the Saint whén searching for anything that is
midaid or log. Hence the exclamation is appropriate
enough in the mouth of the illiterate landlord, who had
regarded Gil Bias as log to Oviedo. The practice of
gppeding to &. Antony of Padua as a finder of lost




218 GIL BLAS DE SANTILLANA

de Santillana' 'Yes truly (sad his wife), it is he
indeed ! he is very little altered: it is the same little
brisk Gil Bias, who had dways more wit in his head
than beef on his bones. | think | see him ill coming
to this house, with his bottle, for wine to his uncle's
supper.' _

, Madam (said 1), you have a very happy memory;
but pray tdl me news of my family; my father and
mother are, doubtless, in no very agreegble situation.’
, That is but too true (replied the landlady): how bad
soever you may think their condition is, you cannot
conceive them more disressed than they are. Gil
Perez, honest man, has lost the use of one-haf of his
body, by the palsy ; and, in dl appearance, cannot last
long: your father, who has lived of late with the
Canon, has got inflammation of thelungs, and, in fact,
is a this moment in the agonies of death; and your
mother is far from being wdl, though obliged to serve
as anurse to both.'

On this report, which made me feel that | was a son,
| left Bertrand with my equipage at the inn; and,
attended by my secretary, who would not quit me,
repaired to my uncle's house. As soon as | appeared
before my mother, an emotion which | caused in her,
signified my presence, before her eyes had distinguished
my features. , Son (said she, with a melancholy air,
after she had embraced me), come and see your father
breathe his last: you are come in time enough to be
struck with that cruel spectacle’ So saying, she carried
me into a chamber where the unfortunate Blas de
Santillana, lying on a bed that too well denoted the
poverty of an usher, drew near his exit. Though
he was environed by the shades of death, his senses
had not quite forsaken him. 'My dear friend (sad

property is a modern innovation dating from the seven-
teenth ‘century, when the legends told of such earlier
Saints as . Louis of Toulouse—generally connected with
finding a purse or ring in afish—weretransferred to the
Portuguese Franciscan : see C. de Mandach, Saint Antoine
de Padoue ¢t I'art italien (Paris, 1899), 323.
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my mother to him), hereisyour son Gil Blas, who begs
your forgiveness for the Sorrows he has occasioned,
and asks your blessing' At these words, my father
opening his eyes, which death had begun to doss,
fixed them upon me; and observing, in spite of his
own lamentable condition, that | was very much
affected with the loss of him, seemed moved at mK
grief, and attempted to speak; but had not strengt
enough to utter one word. | took hold of one of his
hands; and while | bathed it with my tears, unable
to pronounce a syllable, he expired,, as if he had
}/E\gted for my arrival, before he would breathe his
My mother was too well prepared for his desth,
to be immoderately afflicted at it; and | was, perhaps,
more grieved than she, although my father had never
ggen me the leest mark of friendship in hislife. My
eing his son, was a sufficient cause for me to lament
him; besdes | upbraided mysdf for not having
assged him in his distress; and when | reflected on
my hard-heartedness, looked upon mysdf as a monster
of ingratitude, or rather, as a downright parricide.
My Uncle, whom | afterwards beheld stretched on a
truckle-bed, and in a miserable condition, made me
fed freshremorse. , Unnatural son ! (said | to myself)
contemplate, for thy punishment, the misery of th
parents. If thou hadst given them a smal ‘share o
the superfluity which was in thy on, before
thou wast imprisoned, they would have enjoyed
conveniences which the revenue of the prebend could
not afford; and, perhaps, thou wouldst have prolonged
the life of thy father.' _ ]
The unfortunate Gil Perez was become a child again,
having logt both hismemory and judgement. Invaindid
| press him in my arms, with marks of red affection;
he seemed insengble of what | did.  When my mother
told him, that | was his nephew Gil Bias, he looked at
me with an unmeaning eye, and made no answer.
Though blood and gratitude had not obli me to
lament an uncle to whom | owed so much, | could
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not have behdld him in a condition so worthy of pity,
without feeling the emotions of compasson.
_All this time Scipio remained In a melanchol
slence, partook of my affliction, and, through friend-
ship, mingled his sghs with mine. As | concluded
that my mother, after such a long absence, wanted
to converse with me, and that she might be uneasy
at the presence of a man whom she did not know, 'l
took him asde, and sad, ' Go, my child, go, and
repose thyself a the inn; and leave me here with my
mother, who perhaps will think thee one top many in
a conversation that will wholly turn on family affairs.'
SCIJ)IO, rather than put us under any restraint, retired ;
and | actualy discoursed with my mother the best
part of the night. We gave one ‘another a faithful
account of what had happened to each of us since
my departure from Oviedo: she was minute in the
detail of those mortifications she had suffered in the
families where she had been duenna, and told me an
infinite number of things on that subject, which |
was glad my secretary did not hear, though he was
entrusted with dl my secrets. With dl the respect
that | owe to the mémory of a mother, 1 must own
that the good lady was a little prolix in her narrations ;
and she would have spared me three-fourths of her
history had she suppressed dl the trivid circumstances
of it:” she concluded a length, and | began mine.
| passed lightly over al my” adventures, but when |
came to the vist which | received at Madrid from the
son of Bertrand Muscada, the grocer of Oviedo, |
enlarged upon that article: , | own (sad | to my
mother), | gave that young man a very reception’;
who, to be reven%ed, hes, doubtl drawn a very
frightful picture of me' ,In that he did not fall
(answered 'she): he told us that he found you so proud
of the favour’ of the Prime Minider, that you scarce
deigned to recollect him: and when_he decribed our
digress, heard him with the utmost indifference.  As
ents (added she) dways endeavour to find excuses
or the behaviour of ther children, we could not
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believe that you had such a bad heart: your arriva
a Oviedo justifies our good opinion of you, and your
present sorrow confirms your apology. )
~, You judge too favourably of me (I replied); there
is a great ded of truth in young Muscadd's report:
when he vidited me, | was who dy engrossed by the
Spgsgaged making ml)(/j forttune; atn thg[a amhﬂogf that
me would not permit me to think of my
Parent_s It must not, therefore, be wondered a, if, in
his digposition, | gave an unwelcome reception to
aman, who, accosting me rudely, told me in a brutal
manner, that, hearing T was richér than a Jew, he came
to advise me to send you some money, of which you
good in great need: he even reproached my indiffer-
ence for'my family in very indecent terms. | was
shocked at his freedom; and, losing patience, pushed
him by the shoulders out of my dosst. | own | was
to blame in this matter; | ought to have reflected,
that it wasnot your fault, if the grocer wanted manners ;
and that his advice was never the worse for its being
brutally ddivered. ] ]

, This was what | represented to mysdf immediately
after | had sent Muscada about his busness. My
blood spoke in your behalf; | recdled dl my duty
to my parents; and, blushing for shame for having
performed it so ill, felt remorse, which, nevertheess,
can do me no honour with you, because it was soon
stifled by avarice and ambition: but having been
afterwards imprisoned, by the Bang's order, 'in the
tower of Segovia, | fell dangeroudly ill, and that happy
distemper hath restored your son t0 you.  Yes it was
mly disease and imprisonment that made nature resume
al her rights, and entirely detached me from court.
| now thirst after solitude; and my sole motive for
coming to Adurias, was to entréat you to sharg
with me the sweets of a retired life. " If you dont
refuse my request, | will conduct €;/ou_to an edate
which | have in the kingdom of Vdencia, where we
dhdl live a our ees. You may bdieve, | intended
to carry my father .thither also; but since heaven hath
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ordained it otherwise, let me have the satisfaction of

enjoying my mother's company, and of makm amends
to her for my past neglect, by al im le care/

"1 am very much obli to your laud Ie intention
(ssid my mother), and would go without hesitation,
if | saw no objectlons in the case ; but | will not leave
my brother, your uncle, in this deplorable condition,
and | am so much usad to this country, that | cannot
now quit it. However, as the thing deserves due con-
sSderation, | will think of it at leisure: let us at present
take care of your father's funeral.! , That (said I), shdll
be ordered by the young man whom you saw aon
w%h me; O|he |shmy secretarydeg;jdhas su%h zed an
understanding, that we may upon his care!

Scarce haé1 | pronounced these words, when Scipio
returned, it being dready day; and asking if we had
any occason for his service in our perplexity, | told
him that he came very seasonably to receive an im-
portant order which | had to give When he knew
what the business was, ' Enough (said he); | have
aready contrived the whole ceremony, and you m
trust to my discretion.” ' Beware (sad my mother
of making a pompous burial: it cannot be too modest
for my husband, whom dl the town knew to be a very
indigent usher.! , Madam (replied Scipio), had he
been dill more needy that he was, | would not abate
two farthings of the expense: for in this | regard my
master only; he has been the Duke of Lermasfavourite;
and his father ought to be nobly interred.’

| approved of my secretary's design, and even
desred him to spare no cost: the remains of vanity,
which | ill preserved, broke out on this occasion:
| flattered myself, that in being at a great ex
upon a father, who left me no inheritance, | should
make the world admire my generous behaviour. eg/
mother, for her part, whatever modesty she affect
was not ill-pleased to see her husband buried in splen-
dour. We therefore gave carte blanche to Scipio,
who, without loss of time, took al necessary measures
for a superb funeral.
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He succeeded but too well; and performed such
magnificent obsequies, that he brought the whole
city and suburbs on my back; dl the inhabitants of
Oviedo, from the highest to the lowest, being shocked
a my ogentation. , This Minister (said one) isin a
%reat hurry to lay out money on his father's interment;

ut he was in nhone to maintain him., , He would
have done better (said another), had he succoured
his father while he was dive, than to honour him so
much, now that he is dead., In short, reproaches
were not spared; every one had afling a me: but
they did not stop here ; they insulted Scipio, Bertrand,
and me, as we came out of the church, loaded us with
revilings, and hooted us as we waked aong, and
conducted Bertrand to theinn with a shower of stones.

To disperse the mob that was gathered before my
uncle's house, there was a necessity for my mother's
showing_ herself, and declaring, that she was perfectly
wel saisfied with my conduct. Some ran to the
public-house, in order to demolish my chaise ; and this
they (;ertaggl would have done, if the landlord and
his wife had not found means to gppease their fury,
and dissuade them from their design.

All these affronts, which were the effects of the young
grocer's report of me through the city, ingpired me
with such aversion for my townsmen, that | determined
peedily to leave Oviedd, where, otherwise, | should
perhaps have stayed a good while.  This I.PIanIy told
my mother, who being very much mortitied & the
reception with which the "people had regded me,
did not oppose my departure. 'What remained now,
was to know how | should dispose of her. , Mother
(sad 1), snce my uncle wants your assgtance, | will
not press you to go along with me at present; but as
in aft appearance, he has not long to live, you must
promise to come to my estate immediately after his

" I will make no such ﬁromise O1(anSNered my mother),
being resolved to pass the rest of my days in Adurias,
m perfect independence’  Will you not aways
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sdd 1) be migress in my house ? | don't know
that (she resumed): you may fall in love with some
young girl, and marry her; then | shal be her
mother-in-law; consequently, we cannot live together/
, You foresee misfortune (sad I) at too greet adistanpe
| have no intention to marry; but if the fancy should
strike me, depend upon it, |'will oblige my wife to be
|mpI|C|tIK submissiveto your will." ' That Is promising
too much (resumed my mother), | should want security
for my bondsman; and would not even swear tha,
in our disputes, you would not take the Sagrt of your
wife rather than mine, how far soever might be
in the wrong.‘ )
~ "You tak reasonably, madam (cried my secretary,
joining in the conversation), | am of your opinion,
that submissve daughters-in-law are very rare. In
the meantime, to accommodate matters between you
and my madter, snce you are absolutely resolved to
live in” Adturias, and he in the kingdom of Vaencia,
he must grant you an alowance of one hundred
pisoles, which I' shdl bring hither every year. By
these means, the mother and son will live very happy
a the distance of two hundred leagues from one
another! The parties concerned approved of the
proposal: | paid the first year's annuity in advance,
and quitted Oviedo next morning before break of
day, that | might not be trested by the populace like
another &. Stephen.  Such was the reception | met
with in my own country!  Anexcellent lesson for those
ple of the common rank, who, after having got a
ortune abroad, return to the place of their nativity
and affect the gentleman of importance |
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CHAPTER 11

Oil Bias departs for the kingdom of Valencia, and at
length arrives at Lirias. A description of his
house. His reception; with an account of the
people he found there

WE took the road to Leon, then to Vaencia; and
continuing our journey, by small stages, in ten days
arived a the city of Segorba: from whence, next
morning, we repaired to my estate, which is but three
leagues distant from it. As we drew near this a‘place
my secretary observed, with great atention, al the
country-seats that presented themsdves to his view
on the right and left; and when he perceived one of a
?rand appearance, he aways pointed to it with his
inger, and said, '| wish that was our retreat.’ | |
don't know, friend (said | to him), what idea thou hast
formed of our habitation; but if you imagine that
it is a magnificent house, like that on some great
nobleman's estate, | tell you beforehand that you are
furiously mistaken.

“If tHou hast not a mind to be the dupe of thy own
imagination, represent to thyself the smal house which
Horace enjoyed in the country of the Sabines, near
Tibur, and which he received as a present from
Maecenas! ' Then | must ex to see a cottage '
(cried <cipio). ' Remember (I replied), that | have
aways given you a very modest description of it; and
this moment, thou mayst thysdf judge, whether or
not | am a faithful panter. Cagt thgae;ﬁes towards
the Guadalaviar, and observe on its s, hard by
that smdl hamlet, the house condisting of four little
pavilions; that is my cagtle’ , How the devil! (said
my secretary with surprise) that house is a perfect
jewel! Besides the noble air that these pavilions give
it, it is extremely wdl built, and surrounded by a more
charming country than even the neighbourhood of
Sei/élée which is cdled, by way of e<cel|en(|:e the
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terrestrial  paradise. Had we chosen our abode,
it could not have been more to my taste; a river
waeters it with its stream, and a thick wood lends its
shade, when we are inclined to walk in the middle of
the day. What an amiable solitude thisisl Ah, my
dear master, in dl gppearance, we shdl not quit this
Place in a hurry.! |1 am overjoyed (answered 1),
that you are so well satisfied with our asylum, whic!
is more agreegble than you imagine' Conversing in
this manner, we gpproached the house, the gate of
which was thrown open, as soon as Scipio sgnified
that it was Senor Gil Bias de Santillana, who came
to take posesson of Ms cadle. At that name, so
respected by those who heard it pronounced, rgg/
chaise was admitted into alarge court, where | alighted:
then leaning on Scipio, and taking state upon myself,
| went into a hall, where | was scarce arrived, when
sven or eight servants gppeared. They said they
came to present their homage to their new master;
that Don Caesar and Don Alphonso de Leyva had
chosen them for my service; one in quaity of cook,
another as cook's assistant, a third as sculljon, afourth
as porter, and the rest as lackeys, with orders to
receiveno money from me ; these two noblemen intend-
ing to defray al the expense of my housekeeping.
Master Joachim, the cook, who was the pri ncg:)d, and
kesman of these domestics, gLave me to understand,
that he had laid in a large stock of the best wines in
Spain; and told me that, as to edting, he hoped a
young fellow like him, who had been cook six years
to the Archbishop of Vaencia, must know how to
compose ra%outs that would tickle my paae ‘I
will ﬁadded e) fall presently to work, and produce a
'sample of my skill. ~ Take awalk, senor, while dinner
|sagett|ng ready; vist your cedlle, and seeif it be ina
habitable condition.' ~
| leave the reader to judge whether or not | n?lected
this visit; und Scipio, sill more curious than |, dragged
me from room to room. We surveyed the whole house
from top to bottom; the least corner (as we imagined)



BOOK X, CHAPTER Il 227

did not escape our interested curiosity; and | had
everywhere occason to admire the bounty of Don
Caesar and his son.  Among other things, | was struck
with the appearance of two apartments, which were as
well furnished as they possibly could be, without
magnificence: one of them was hung with Arras
tapestry, and had in it a bed and chars of velvet,
il very handsome, though made while the Moors
the kingdom of Vaencia. The furniture of
the other was in the same taste, consisting of hangings
made of old yelow Genoa damask, with a bed” and
elbow-chairs of the same stuff, adorned with fringes
of blue slk. All these effects, which would have been
little valued in an inventory, appeared to be very
congderable. After having thoroughly examined
everything, my secretary and | returned to the hall,
where the cloth was lad with two covers. We sat
down at table, and in a moment was brought in an
olla yodrida, so_ ddlicious, that we pitied the Arch-
bishop of Vaencia for having lost the cook that com-
it. At every morsd we ate, my new lackeys
presented to us large glasses filled to the brims with
wine of a most exquiste relish.  Scipio, not daring
to show before them the interior satisfaction that he
felt, agressed himsdf to me by eloquent looks; and
| gave him to understand, by the same language, that
| was as wdl satisfied as he. A dish of roast meet
composed of two fat quails, which flanked a leveret of
an admirable fumet, made us quit the olla, and finished
our rgoast. “When we had eaten like two gormandizers
and drank in proportion, we got up from table and
walked into theeeg)arden, to enjoy avoluptuous sSesta, in
some cool agreesble place. o .
If my secretary seemed hitherto satisfied with what
he had"seen, he was still more so when he beheld the
arden, which he thought comparable even to that of
the Escorid. It is true, Don Caesar, who came fre-
quently to Lirias, took pleasure in having it cultivated

1 Vin de la Manche exquis in the origind, but for some
reason the trand ator omitsthereferenceto LaMancha
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and embellished: the walks well gravelled, and bor-
dered with orange-trees, a great basn of white marble,
in the middle of which, a brazen lion vomited (ﬁt
grest gushes of water, the beauty of the flowers, the
variety of fruits, dl these objects ravished Scipio;
but he was in a particular manner enchanted with a
long walk that led by a gentle descent dl the way to
a farmer's house, and was shaded by the interwoven
boughs of the trees planted on each sde. Here we
stopped to make the eulogium of a place so proper for
an asylum againg the heat of the day; and dgttin
down at the root of a young €lm, seep easily surpri
(tj\_/vo merry fellows, who had just made such a good
inner.

Two hours after we started up, awakened by the
noise of severa shot, which seemed so near, that we
were frightened. We got up in a hurry, and repaired
to the farmer's house, where we found eight or ten

s, dl inhabitants of the hamlet, who had
scoured and fired their muskets, to celebrate @/ arrival,
of which they had got notice. The greatest part of
them knew me, having ssen me more than once, at
the cadle, in the exercise of my stewardship. They
no sooner perceived me, than they cried al together,
' Long lifeto our new master, who iSwelcometo Lirias!’'
Then they loaded their pieces, and regded me with a
generd discharge. | received them as courteoudy
as | could; preserving my gravity, however; thinkin
it improper to be too familiar with them. | assur
them of my protection, left twenty pistoles among
them; and this, | believe, they did not look upon as
the mogt disagreeable part of my behaviour. | after-
wards left them at liberty to spend more powder, and
retired with my secretary into the wood, where we
grolled about “till night, without being tired with
beholding the groves ; so charming is the first view of a
new posESIoN. . . )
~ The cook, his assgtant, and scullion were not idle
in the meantime ; they were busy in preparing ar ,
even superior to that which we had eaten; and we
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were actualy astonished when, returning into the
same hall where we had dined, we saw them place
upon the table a dish of roasted partridges, with a
jugged rabbit on one side; and on the other, a capon
In ragout. The next course of dainties conssted of
pig's ears, pickled chicks, and cream chocolate. We
drank plentifully of Luceno, and severa sorts of
excdlent wine ; and when we found we could drink no
more, without exposing our hedlths, we thought of
going to bed. Then my lackeys, taking lights,
conducted me to the best apartment, where they were
very officious in undressing me: but when they gave
me my gown and nightcap, | dismissed them, saying,
with a magigterid air, ' Leave me, gentlemen; | have
no further occasion for you to-night.’

| sent them dl away; and keeping Scipio for alittle
conversation, asked what he thought of the treatment
| received by order of the noblemen of Leyva “In
faith (answered he), | think you can't be treated
better; 1 ongq wish that this may last.' , | entertain
no such wish (I replied): it ill becomes me to let
my benefactors be at such expense on my account:
this were to abuse their generosity: besdes | can't
put up with servants who are paid by another; |
should not believe mysdlf in my own house. Neither
am | come hither to live in a bustle; we have no
occason for such a great number of domestics, we
want no more than Bertrand, a cook, a scullion, and
lackey. Although my secretary would not have
been sorry to live aways at the expense of the Governor
of Vdencia, he did not oppose my delicacy in this
affair; but conforming himsdf to my sentiments,
approved of the reform | intended to make. This
being determined, he left me, and retired into his own
gpartment.
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CHAPTER IV
He departs for Valencia, to visit the noblemen of Leyva.

is conversation with them, and the kind reception
he met with from Seraphina

| UNDRESSED, and went to bed; where, feding no
inclination to deep, | abandoned mysdf to reflection.
| represented to mysdlf tho friendship with which the
noblemen of Leyva repaid my attachment to them;
and, penetrated with those new marks of their affec-
tion, resolved to go, the very next day, and satisfy
the longing impatience | had of seeing and thanking
them for then, Tavours. 1 likewise mkc_)yed, by antici-
petion, the pleasure of seeing Seraphina again; but
that pleasure was not pure: | could not, without
uneesness, condder, that | must, a the same time,
support the looks of Dame Lorenza Sephora, who,
perhaps, remembering the adventure of the box on the
ear, would not be overjoyed at sight of me. Fagdqued
with al these different idess, | at length fell adeep
and did not wake till after sunrise.

| wes soon afoot; and, wholly engrossed by my
intended journey, dressed mysdf in a hurry. " Just
as | had done adjusting myself, my secretary’ coming
into my chamber, , Scipio (said 1), you see me ready
to st out for Valencia; | cannot make too much haste
in gomg to sdute the noblemen to whom | owe my
small fortune; every moment that | delay to acquit
mysdlf of this duty seems to accuse me of ingratitude.
As for thee, my friend, | dispense with thy attendance;
stay hﬁrealn my absmceG ) (ﬂnd | \II_VI|| come back to thee
in eight days.' ' Go, sr (he replied), pay your respects
to Don Alphonso and his father, ev%o seem so sensble
of your zed, and grateful for the services you have
done them: persons of quality, of that character, are
%0 rare, that they cannot be too much esteemed.” |
ordered Bertrand to get ready for our departure; and
while he yoked the mules | drank my chocolate: then
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| got into my chaise, after having laid injunctions upon
my le fo regard my secrefary as my other sdif,
and to follow his orders as if theﬁ wore my own.

| arrived in Valencia in less than four hours; and

oing straight to the Governor's stables, there aighted,
eft my eguipage, and was conducted to the apartment
of that nobleman, who was then with his father, Don
Ceesx. | opened the door, and entering without
ceremony, accosted them in these words: ' [t does not
become valets to send in their names to their masters:
hereisoneof your old servants cometo pay his respects’
So saying, | would have knedled before them; but
they hindered me from so doing, and embraced me,
one after another, with dl the expressions of genuine
affection. 'Wdl, my dear Santillana (sad Don
Alphonso), have you been at Lirias to take possession
of your estate 7 ' Yes, sefior (I replied), and | hope
you will give me leave to retore it, , For what
reason ? (sad he). Is there an;/thmlg disagreecble
about it, that gives you disgust 7 ' Not in 1tself '(tl
resumed): on the contrary, | am enchanted with it.
All -that” displesses me in’it, is, to see cooks of an
Archbishop, with three times more servants than |
want; which only serve to ||out you to an expense
equally usdess and condderable’ )

" If (said Don Caesar) you had ted the annuit
of two thousand ducets which we offered a Madrid,
we should have been contented with giving you the
house furnished as it is; but, you know, you refused
the pension ; and we thought we could do no less than
make you some other recompense’ |, This is too
much (I replied): your generosty ought to have
been confined to the present of the estate, which is
enough to cromn my wishes But, exclusive of your
cod in maintaining SO many people, & a great expense
| declare that these people incommode and plague
me. In a word, my lords, take back your edate, or
dlow me to enjoy it, according to my own dedre!
| pronounced these last words with such a determined
air, that the father and son, who did not a dl intend
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to lay me under any constraint, promised, at length,
that [ should live as1 pleased in my own house.
| thanked them for having granted me that liberty,
without which | could not be heﬁ}?py; when Don
Alphonso interrupted me, saying, ' My dear Gil Bias,
| will introduce you to a Iﬂ/ who will be overjoyed
to see you.' With these words, he took me by "the
hand, and led meinto the apartment of Seraphina, who
ave an exclamation oflbcgwhen shesawme. ' Madam
sad the Governor), | bélieve the arrival of our friend
tillana a Vaencia is as agreesble to you asto me'
, That is what he ought to be convinced of (answered
she): time has not made me lose the remembrance of
the ‘service he did me; and to the gratitude | mysdlf
owe him, | add that which | ought to have on ‘your
account.' | told the lady governess, that | was but
too well requited for the danger | had shared with
her deliverers, in exposing my life for her sske.  And,
after many mutual compliments, Don Alphonso brought
me back from Sergphinds apartment; and we rejoined
Don Caesar, whom we found in a hall with severd
persons of quality, who came there to dinner. .
AH these gentlemen sduted me with great politeness ;
and were the more civil to me, because Don Caesar
had told them, that | was once one of the Duke of
Lermas principa secretaries.  Perhaps, likewise, the
%reatest part of them knew it was by my credit that
on Alphonso had obtained the "Government of
Valencia, for everything is known. Be that as it
will, when we were at table, the new Cardina™ was
the whole subject of the discourse. Some gave, or
affected to give, him great commendations, while
others seasoned their praise with some severe sneers,
From hence | concluded, that they wanted | should
enlarge upon his Eminence, and make them merry
a his expense. | had some inclination to disclose
my sentiments of him; but | restrained my tongue:
and this slence made me pa% in the opinion of the
company, for a man of great discretion.

! Lerma: see Book X, ChaDter i, p. 208, n.
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After dinner, the guests retired to take their sestas
a_their own homes: Don Caesar and his son, seized
with the same desire, shut themselves up in their
a?artments: and |, impatient to see a city, the
of which | had heard so much extolled, went out o
the Governor's paace, with a design to strall through
the gtreets. At the gate, | met a man, who accosted
mein these words : ' Senor de Santillana, give me leave
to salute you.! When | asked who he was, ,| am
now (said he), Don Caesar'svalet de chambre : but was
one of his lackeys, while you were his steward : |
made my court to you every morning, because you
were very kind to me; and | informed you of
everything that happened in the house. Don't you
remember that | one day gave you notice, that the
surgeon of the village of Leyva was privately ad-
mitted into the chamber of Dame L orenza Sephora?
"I have not forgot it (I replied): but a propos,
\é\]/‘hat is becc&me o] thathduenna? ,Alas!_néaad he)

ter your departure, the r cresture pi away,
and died, more regrettmr)ogy Sergphina_than by
Don Alphonso, who seemed very little afflicted at
her death.' ) ]

Don Caesar's va et de chambre, having thus informed
me of Sephoras melancholy end, made an apol
for having stopped me; and | continued my walk,
sighing a the remembrance of that unfortunate
duenna, and lamenting her fate, which | imputed to
myself; without congdering, that it was more owing
to her own cancer than to my cruelty. )
| observed, with pleasure, dl that was worth sesing
in this city; the marble pdace of the Archbishop
agreeably entertained my view, as wel as the fine
porticoes of the Exchange; but alarge house, which |
discerned at a distance, and which | saw agrest number
of ﬁeople enter, attracted my attention. [ approached
it, hi order to know the reason of such a great concourse
of men and women; and was soon satisfied, when |
read these words, written in golden letters, on a stone
of black marble placed over the gate, La posada de

I3
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los representantes’. And the players advertised in
their bill, that they would that day, for the first time,

at a new tragedy, composed by Don Gabrie
Triagquero®. .

CHAPTER V

Gil Blas goes to the play, where he sees a new tragedy
acted. The success of that performance, with the
public taste of Valencia

| STOPPED some minutes at the door, to view the
people who went in ; and observed that they consisted
of dl ranks. | saw cavdiers of a gented mien, and
richly dressed, and some figures as ordinary as the
clothes they wore. | percelved ladies of qudity dight
from their coaches, and go to the boxes, which they
had ordered to be bej)o e and female adventurers
go in with a view of alluring cullies. This concourse
of al sorts of spectators made me desirous of increasing
the number. Just as | was going to take a ticket, the
Governor and his lady arriving, discerned me in the
crowd; and ordering me to be cdled, carried me into
their box, where | placed mysdf behind them, so as
to be able to spesk to both with eese. | found the
house full of people from top to bottom, the pit ver

much thronged, and the stage packed with knights o

the three military orders. , Here is (said | to Don
Alphonso) a very numerous assembly. ' You must
not be surprised at that (answered he): the tr%edy
to be represented is the composition Don Gabrid
Triaquero, surnamed the modish poet®>. As soon as
the play-bills advertise a new thing, written by that

! le, the play-house.

A vendor of thenaca (Orjpiaicli), an electuary, so cdled
beca;seb_lt was believed to be a specific againgt “poison and
snake-hites.

§<Triaquero is thought to be a caricature of Voltaire
who had recently delighted Paris with Zaire (1732) and
Adelaide du Guexdin (1734).
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author, the whole city of Vaencia is in a flutter;
the men, as wdl as the women, talk of nothing but
this piece ; dl the boxes are bespoke: and it being the
first day of its representation, people are squeezed
to death, endeavouring to enter ; athough the price of
every place isdoubled, except the pit, which they dare
not “disoblige’ , Such excitement! (sad | fo the
Governor) this eager curiosty of the public, this
furious impatience to see every new production of
Gabrid, gives me ahigh idea of the poet's genius,’

In this part of our conversation, the actors appeared;
and we left off spesking immediately, in order to
ligen with atention. The a%)plauss_ an with the
prologue; every verse was attended with a brouhaha,
and a the end of each act, there was such a clgpping
of hands, that one would have thought the house was
faling. After the peformance, they showed me
the author, who went from box to box, modestly pre-
senting hishead for the laurelswith which the gentlemen
and ladies prepared to crown him.

We returned to the Governor's paace, where three
or four knights arrived in a little time: thither dso
came two old authors esteemed in their way, with a
%entleman from Madrid, of understanding and tegte.

sthey had al been at the play, the whole conversation
a supper turned upon the new piece ' Gentlemen
(ﬁad a knight of Santiago), what is your opinion of
this tragedy ? Is it not what you cdl a finished
work ? Sublime thoughts, tender sentiments, manly
versification, deficient in nothing: in a word, it is a
poem adapted to people of taste” ' | believe .nobod¥
can be of a contrary opinion (sad the knight o
Alcantara): the piecé is full of strokes that Apollo
seems to have dictated, and of Situations conceived
with infinite art. | apped to this gentleman (added
ho, addressng himsdf to the Cadtilian), he ssems to be
a connoisseur; and I'll wager he is of my sentiment.’
' Don't wager, chevdier (answered the gentleman,
with a sarcastic smile), we do not decide so hagtily
at Madrid: far from judging a piece at its first repre-
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sentation, we distrust its beauties while they are in
the mouths of the actors : and how well soever we may-
be affected to the author, suspend our judgement, until
we have read it: and, truly, it does not aways give
us the same pleasure upon paper, that we received
from it on the dage 'We scrupuloudy examine a

before we esfeem it, without being dazzled by
the author's reputation, how great soever jt may be.
When Lope de Vega™ himsdlf, and Calderon®, produced
new pieces, they found in their admirers severe judges,
who would not raise them to the highest point of
glory, until they judged them worthy of that deva
tion.’

' Zooks ! (cried the knight of Santiago) we are not
so fearful asyou j we don't wait until a pieceis printed,
but on the first representation fix its value: there is
not even occasion for our ligening to it with great
attention; if we know it to be a production of Don
Gabrid, that is enough to convince us that it is
without blemish. The works of that poet ought to
serve as an epoch for the birth of taste: your Lopes
and Caderons were but apprentices in comparison
with this great master of the stage’ The gentleman
who looked upon Lope and Calderon as the Spanish
Sophocles and  Euripides, was shocked at this rash
asxxtion. ' Such dramatic sacrilege!  (cried  he).
Since you oblige me, gentlemen, to {udge, like you,
from afirst representation, | must tel you, that I am
not at dl satisfied with this new tragedy of your Don
Gabriel: it is stuffed with strokes more shining than
solid; three parts in four of the verse are bad, or mis-
rhymed ; the charactersill-conceived, and ill-supported ;
and the sentiments very often obscure.'

> See Book V11, Chapter xiii, p, 71 n,

Pedro Calderon de'la Barca (1600-1680), one of the
restest Spanish dramatists, succeeded Lope de Vega in
e supremacy of the sage. It may be noted that the

above conversation is su to” take place shortly
after Lermd's devation to the Cardinalate! at this time
Caderon was a boy of eighteen, not yet known to fame.
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The two authors, who were at table, and who, through
a reserve as commendable as rare, had sad nothing,
for fear of being suspected of jealousy, could not help
applauding the gentleman's “sentiments with ther
eyes, which made me guess that their slence was
not so much owing to the perfection of the work, as
to other prudentia reasons. As for the knlqﬂfl]ts they
began again to praise Don Gabrie, whom they even
placed among the gods. This extravagant gpotheosis,
and blind idolatry, made the Cadtilian lose dl patience :
he lifted up his’hands to heaven, and al of a sudden
exclaimed, in a fit of enthusiasm, ' O divine Lope do
Vegal rareand sublime 8en| us, who hast left animmense
gpace between thee, and dl the Gabriels who attempt
to reach thy excdllence ; and you, mellifluous Calderon!
whose elegant softness, pur ed of epic dtiffness, is
inimitable”; do not fear that your dtars will be
demolished by this new pupil of the Muses, who will
be ve(rjy lucky, if posterity, which you will delight, as
you delight ‘the present’ age, shdl hear his name
mgljkt\!onelde;;mwt strophe, which nobody ed
is ostrophe, which nobody ex| \
raised trﬁ)e Iwghagf thepwhole company, whi(r‘:)ﬁCt %)t
up from table, and parted. | was conducted, by
Don Alphonso's order, into an_apartment prepared
for me: there | found agood bed, in which my lordshi
went to deep, deploring (like the Cedtilian gentleman
mcg dlnjusnce which ignorant people did to Lope and
leron.

! Lope and Calderon are here intended, it is said, for
Corneille and Racine respectively, and the description
of Caderon cerptoaénly aoplies rather to the French than

to the Spanish
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CHAPTER VI

Gil Blas walking through the streets of Valencia meefs
%1 fri?r_ whom he thinks he knows. An account of
that friar

As | had not seen the whole city in my first excursion,
| went out next day, with an intention to take another
walk; and perceived in the street a Carthusian frier,
who, doubtless, was going to perform the affairs of
his community. He walked with downcast eyes, and
s0 devout an air, that he attracted the notice of every-
.. As he passed dlose by me, | looked at him with
attention, and thought | saw in him the very person of
Don Raphadl, that adventurer who maintains such an
honourable place in the two firs volumes of my
memoirs®.
| was so much adonished, so struck with this
meeting, that, instead of accogting the monk, | stood
immovable some minutes; during which, he was gone
a good way from me. ,Just heaven! (said |) were
ever two faces more dike ? What must | think of
this affair ? Can it be Raphael indeed ? or can |
doubt that it ishe? | was too cunous to know the
truth, to remain long where | was. | asked the way
to the monastery of the Carthusians, whither | in-
dantly repaired, in hopes of sedng my man again,
when he should return; and firmly resolved to stop,
and spek to him. | had no occason to wait for
this: when | came to the gate of the convent, another
face of my acquaintance turned my doubts into cer-
tainty : | recollected in the porter my old valet, Ambrose
de Lamda
We were equally surprised to find one another in
that place. ' Don't | dream ? (sad |, sﬁu‘ukr)lg1 hIrT:I;
is it actualy one of my friends whom | old ~

! The first two volumes of Gil Blas, published in 1715,
%oogir(arp”Books I-VI: Raphael appears in dl, except
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He could not recal me at firgt, or feigned himsdf
ignorant of my features; but, consdering that this
feint was usdess, he affected the air of a person who
remembers a thing al of a sudden: , Ah! Senor Gil
Bias! (cried he) fprggve my want of memory. Since
| have lived in this holy place, and applied mysdif to
fulfil the duties prescribéd by our rules, I'lose insengibly
the remembrance of what | have seen in the world/

"I am sincerely rejoiced (said I) to see you, after
an absence of ten years in such a reverénd dress'
"And | (he replied) am ashamed to appear in it, before
a person who has witness of the ?unty life | led.
This dress incessantly upbraids me.  Alas!” (added he,
sighing profoundly) to be worthy of wearing it, |
ought to have lived always in innocence’ ' By this
discourse, with which | am charmed (I resumed), my
dear brother, one may see that you have been touched
by the finger of the Lord. | repeat the assurance of
my joy at the occasion; and long earnestly to hear in
what miraculous manner you and Don Raphadl have
entered into the right way; for | am persuaded that it
was he whom | {ust now met in the Carthusian habit.
| am sorry that 1 did not stop him in the street, and
gpesk to him; and | wait here for his return, in order
to repair my neglect.' ) _

"You are not mistaken ﬁad Lamda to me); it
was Don Raphael himsdf whom you saw: and as to
the detail you desire, hereitis.  Atter we parted from
you, near "Segorba, the son of Lucinda and | took the
road to Vaencia, with a desgn of playing some new
trick of our professon in that city. One day, by
accident, we went into the church of the Carthusans,
while the monks were danging psdms in the choir.
We conddered them attentively, and experienced that
even the wicked cannot he'ﬁ. honouring virtue. We
admired the fervour with which they prayed to God,
their mortified air, their minds detached from the
plessures of the age, as well as the serenity that reigned
in their countenances, and so well expressed the re-
pose of their consciences.
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, While we made these observations, we fdl into a
reverie, that became very sdutary unto us We
compared our morals with those of "the monks,
and the difference which we found filled us with
sorrow and disquiet. " Lamela (said Don Raphael
to me, when we came out of the church), how art thou
affected with what we have seen ? For my part, |
cannot_conced from thee the anxiety of my mind. |
am agitated by emotions hitherto unknown to me,
and for the first time of my life my conscience up-
brads me with my iniquity." "1 am hi the sdf-
same digposition (answered [).  The evil actions which
| have committed, at this ingtant rise up against me,
and my heart, which was before hardened againg re-
pentance, is now torn with remorse” " Ah! dear
Ambrose! (resumed my comrade) we are two strayed
sheep, whom the Heavenly Father, through pity,
intends to bring back into the fold. It is He my
child, it is He "who cdls us. Le us not be dedf to
His voice Let us renounce chesting, quit the liber-
tinism in which we live, and begin from this very day
to labour serioudy in the great work of our salvation.
We must spend the rest of our days in this convent,
and consecrate them to piety and penitence”

, | applauded Rag)haels sentiment  (continued
Brother Ambrose), and we formed the generous reso-
lution of becoming Carthusians. To putthis in execu-
tion, we addr oursdlves to the Father Prior, who
no sooner understood our design, than, in order to
prove our vocation, he accommodated us with cdls
and we were treated like monks during a whole year.
We followed the rules with such exattness and ‘con-
dancy, that we were received among the novices.
We were s0 well satisfied with our sifuation, and o
full of ardour, that we courageoudy underwent the
talls of the noviciate; we then professed: after which,
Don Rephael appearing endued with a genius for
busness” was chosen assgtant to an old father, who
was d thattime procurator.  The son of Lucindawould
have rather spent his whole time in prayer, but he
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was obliged to sacrifice his inclination to the good of
the convent. He acquired such a perfect knowledge
of the interests of the house, that he was deemed
capable of filling the place of the old procurator, who
died three years after. Don Raphael actuallx, exer-
cises that employment at present, and acquits himsdlf
in it, to the great satisfaction of dl our fathers, who
praise his conduct very much, in the administration of
our temporalities, haet is very surprising is, that in
spite of the care of collecting our revenues, with which
he is invested, he seems engrossed by eternity aone.
And when his business leaves him a moment to him-
self, he employs it in the most profound meditation.
Iagta word, he is one of the holiest monks in our mon-
I?p{his place | interrupted Lamela, with a transport
of joy, that | expressed at the sight of Raphadl, who
arrived. ' There (cried 1), there is the holy solicitor
for whom | waited so impatiently.’ At ‘the same
time | ran up and embraced him. ~ He received my
salutation with a good grace ; and, without discovering
the leest surprise at meeting, said to me, with a voice
full of sweetness, , God be praised, Senor de Santi-
llana, God be praised for the plessure | have in seeing
you." ' Truly (I replied), my dear Raphadl, | share
as much as possble in your happiness. Brother
Ambrose has recounted to me the history of your con-
verson, and | was charmed with the narration. What
advantage have you both, my friends, in being able
to flatter yoursalves, that you are of the small number
of the dect, who will oneday enjoy eternd felicity !'

, Two wretches such as we are (resumed the son of
Lucinda, with an air of great humility), ought not to
conceive such hopes; but the repentance of sinners
makes them find favour with the Father of mercy.
And you, Senor Gil Blas (added he), don't you aso
think™ of deserving pardon for the crimes you have
committed ? What business brings you to Vdencia ?
Don't you unhappily fill some dangérous employment
in this place?  No, thank God, (X replied), ance |
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quitted the court, | have led the life of an honest man.
Sometimes at an edtate which | have some leagues
from hence, | enjoy the pleasures of the country; and
sometimes | come to make merry with the Governor bf
Vdencia, who is my friend, and one whom you both
know perfectly wdll.,

Then | recounted the history of Don Alphonso de
Leyva, to which they lisened with attention; and
when | told them, | had carried from that nobleman
to Samued Simon the three thousand ducats which
we had golen from him, Lamea interrupted me, and
addressng himsdf to Raphadl, , Father Hilary (sad
he), at that rate, the merchant has no cause to com-
plain of arobbery, for which he has received restitution
with usury, and we ought to have quiet consciences
on that article’ ' Really (said the procurator), Brother
Ambrose and |, before we entered this convent, sent
privately fifteen hundred ducats to Samuel Simon, by
aworthy clergyman, who took the trouble of going to
Xelva, in order to make that restitution: so much the
worse for Samud, if he was capable of touching that
sum, having been reimbursed of the whole by Seftor
de Santillana’ , But (said | to them) are you sure
that your fifteen hundred ducats were faithfully
remitted to him ? (?ualonles (cried Don Raphael),
I will answer for the d man's integrity, as much as
for ne?/ , And | WI|| join in the security (said

a). He is a holy priest, used to these sorts of
oommlssons and has had, for things deposited in his
hands, two or three law-suits, which he gained with
cods'

Our conversation lasted some time longer; then we
parted, they exhorting me to have aways the fear of
the Lord before my eyes, and | recommending mysdlf
to their devout prayers. Going dsraight to Don
Alphonso, , You can't guess (said | to him) with whom
| have had a long conversation. | have just parted
with two venerable Carthusians of your acquaint-
ance, one caled Father Hilary, and the other Brother
Ambrose’ 'You are misaken (answered Don Al-
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phonso), | know not one Carthusan. ' Pardon me
(I replied), you saw at Xelva Brother Ambrose, Com-
missary, and Father Hilary, Secretary, to the Inqui-
gtion.” ' Good heaven! {cried the” Governor with
surprise) is it possble that Raphadl and Lamela are
become Carthusans? ' Yes, indeed (sad 1), they
have been professed monks some years. The firg is
procn ,ator, and the other porter of the convent.”

P H]n Caesar's son mused some minutes, then shaking
fro head, , Mr. Commissary of the Inquisition, and his
scretary (sad he) are, in my opinion, bent upon
playing” some new farce here'” , You are prejudiced
againd them (answered 1)..  For my own part, havin
conversed with them, | judge more favourably o
their intention. It is true, we cannot dive into the
heart; but, to dl appearance, they are two converted
snngrs' |, That may be (resumed Don Alphonso);
there have been many libertines, who, after having
scanddized the world by ther irregularities, shut
themsdlves up in cloigers, to perform a rigorous peni-
tence, and | wish our two monks may be of that sort.'
"Why should they not ? (said I) t ?/ have volun-
tarily embraced a monastic life, and have already
lived a long time like good friars. ,You may say
what you plesse (said the Governor). | dont like
that the convent's cash should be in the hands of that
same Father Hilary, whose integrity | cannot help
distrusting. When | remember that fine detail he
ave us of his adventures, | tremble for the Car-
thusans. | would willingly believe with you, that
he has taken the habit from a very pious motive,
but the sight of the cash mz?}/ awaken his cupidity.
éel Ireformed drunkard should never be left in a

a.
_ The sugjicion of Don Alphonso was fully justified
inafew days Father Procurator and Brother Porter
disappeared” with the cash. This piece of news
which was immediately spreed al over the city,
afforded great mirth to the wits, who aways rejoice
a the misfortunes which happen to endowéd monks.
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Asfor the Governor and me, we pitied the Carthusians,
without boasting of our acquaintance with the two
apodtates.

CHAPTER VII

Oil Bias returns to his castle of Lirias. Hears an
agreeable piece of news from Scipio. And makes
a reform in his housekeeping

| SPENT eight days a Vadencia in high state, living
among counts ana marquesses. Shows, balls, concerts,
entertainments, conversations with the ladies, and
other amusements, | enjoyed by the favour of the
Governor and his lady, to whom | paid my court so
successfully, that when | set out for Lirias, they were
sorry to ﬁart with me. They even obliged me to
promise that | would divide my time between them
and my solitude ; and it was agreed that | should live
at Vaencia in the winter, and spend the summer at
my own house. This convention being made, my
benefactors gave me liberty to go and enjoy their
favours. ) )

Scipio, who impatiently expected my return, was
overjoyed at seeing me; and | redoubled his pleasure
by afaithful report of my journey. , Well, my friend
(said | to him afterwards), how didst thou spend the
da?/ in mv absence ? Didst thou divert thyself agree-
ably 7 Aswel (answered he) as a servant could, to
whom nothing is so dear as the presence of his magter.
| have walked dl over our small territories.  Some-
times seated on the brink of that fountain which is in
our wood, | took pleasure in contemplating the beauty
of its waters, which are as pure as those of the sacred
fountain, that makes the vast forest of Albuena echo
with its noise’. And sometimes, stretched at the
root of a tree, heard the linnets and the nightingales
tune their song. In short, | have hunted, | nave

1 Cf. Horace, Odes, I, vii.



BOOK X, CHAPTER VII 245

fished; and what gave me more satisfaction than dl
other amusements, 1 have read severd books as useful
as entertaining.’ i L

| interrupted my secretary with prec(|]|0|tat|0n, to
ask where he found these bodks. , | found them (said
he) in a handsome library which Mr. Joachim showed
mein this cadle, , Ha! in what part (sad |) can this

retended library be ? Did we not visit the whole
ouse on the firg ﬂas/ of our arrivd ? 'So you

€),

imagined (answered but you must know, we sur-
veyed three pavilions onI%, and forgot the fourth,
where Don , When he came to Lirias, usualy

,emﬂlloy_ed a part of his time in reading?. here are
inthislibrary exceeding good books left orélou, asan
assured entertainment, when our gardens, stripped of
their flowers, and our woods of tharr leaves, shdl have
nothing left to amuse us. The noblemen of Leyva
have not done things by halves, but provided food for
the mind, aswell asfor the b650>/ .

, Trulf)]/ re%ou:ed a this piece of news, | followed him
into the fourth pavilion, which presented a very
ac_igeeabll e scene to my view. | beheld a chamber,
which from that hour | destined to be my apartment,
as it had been Don Caesar's. The bed of that noble-
man was dill there, together with dl the rest of the
furniture; that is, a tapestry with figures, representin

the rape of the Sabine wdmen. From this room,

went into a dosat, surrounded with low presses filled
with books, over which gppeared the portraits of dl our
Kings. Therewasdso hard by awindow, fromwhence
we had a view of a mogt déightful country, and an
ehbony bureau standing before a large sofa covered
with black morocco. But | bestowed my chief atten-
tion upon the library, which was com of philo-
soth, poetry, history, and a great number of romances
on the subject of Knight-errantry. | concluded that
Don Caesar loved this last kind”of writing, since he
had made such plentiful provision of it. | must con-
fess, to my shame, that | was no less Pleesed with
these productions, notwithstanding al the extrava
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gances with which they are interwoven; whether it
was owingto my being at that time no very considerate
reader, or that” Spaniards in generd aré too much
captivated by the marvelous. | will say, neverthe-
less, that | took more pleasure in sprightly books of
morality, and that Lucian, Horace, and Erasmus
becamé my favourite authors.
" Friend (sad | to Scipio, when | had surveyed my
library), here is amusement indeed; but our present
business is to retrench our housekeeping.' | will
e you that task (answered he). During your
ce, | have studied your people, and now ‘may
boast of knowing them perfectglé/_ wel. Let us begin
with Mr. Joachim, who (I ieve) is a complete
rogue, and | don't doubt that he was turned out of
the Archbishop's service for having committed
arithmetical  blunders in his accounts. Neverthe-
less, we must keep him for two reasons: the first is,
because he is a good cook; and the second, because |
shall adways have an eye over him: | will be a
upon his actions, and he must be as cunning as the
devil if heis able to deceive me. | have ar told
him that you_intend to dismiss three-fourths of your
servants; ‘a piece of news that gave him some pain;
and he assured me that, feeling an inclination to serve
you, he would, rather than leave the house, be con-
tented with the half of his present wages; a circum-
stance, which makes me suspect that there is some
girl in the village from whom he would not W|II|nng1y
remove. As for the cook's assigant (added he), he
is a drunkard, and the porter an insolent fellow, for
whom we have not the least occasion, no more than for
the fowler; | can eedly fill up the place of this lagt,
as | will show you to-morrow, since we have plenty of
%JHS, powder and shot. With regard to the lackeys,
there is one of them from Aragon, seemingly a %ood
lad, him we will keep ; the rest are such rogues, that |
would not advise you to detain them, even if you
wanted a hundred valets:! _ _
Having maturely ddiberated on this affair, we re-
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solved to keep the cook, scullion, Aragonian footman,
and rid ourselves honourably of the rest. This was
executed that very day, by ‘means of some pistoles,
which Scipio took from our strong box, and divided
among them by my order. When we had made this
reformation, we established a certain order in the
house, rerfgulated the office of each domestic, and
began to five at our own expense. | would have been
contented with a frugal ordinary; but my secretary,
who loved ragouts and dainties, was not the man to
leave Mr. Joachim's skill unemployed. He kept him
so well a work, that our dinners and suppers might
have served a company of Beraardine monks.

CHAPTER VIII
The amours of Gil Blas and the fair Antonia

Two days after my return from Valencia to Lirias,
Basl| the farmer, my tenant, came in the morning to
ak leave to present Antonia, his dalsﬁht_er, who (he
said) wanted to have the honour of saluting her new
master. | told him that it would c?lve me great
pleasure; upon which he went out, and returned soon
after with the fair Antonia. | think |1 may give that
epithet to a maid of sixteen or eighteen years, who,
with the most regular features, the fairest
complexion and finest eyes in the world. Though she
was clad in a stuff gown, her rich air, majestic port
and graces, that do not aways accompany youth,
dignitied the smplicity of her dress.  She wore no cap
on her head, her hair being tied up behind with a knot
of flowers, in the manner of the Lacedaemonian women.
When she entered my chamber, | was as much struck
with her beauty as the knights of Charlemagne's
court with the charms of Angelica”. Instead of re-
caving Antonia with esse, and saying kind things to
her; ingead of congratulating the father on his
! Cf. Boiardo, Orlando Innamorato, I, i, 21-23.
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happiness in having such a charming daughter, | stood
confounded, astonished and mute. Scipio, who per-
ceived my disorder, spoke in my room, and was &t the
expense of those praises which | owed to that lovely
creature. As for her part, not a al dazzled by my
figure, in my morning gown and cap, she saluted me
without any concern, and made me a compliment,
which, though commonplace, enchanted my affection.
In the meantime, while my secretary, Basl, and his
daughter were employed in mutua civilities, | recol-
lected myself; and to make amends for the stupid
dlence | had hitherto kept, passed from one extremity
to another, launched out into gallant discourse, and
sooke with so much vivacity, that | aarmed Basl,
who, looking upon me dr@/ as a man whowould put
everything in practice to seduce Antonia, went out of
my apartment with her in a hurry, resolved perhaps
to withdraw her from my eyes for ever.

Scipio, seeing himsdf aone with me, sad with a
smile, , Here is another resource againgt the tedious
hours. | did not know that your farmer had such a
handsome daughter, having never before seen her,
though | have been twice at her father's house: he
must be at great pains to conced her; and | com-
mend his care. Egad, she's a delicate morsel! But
(added he) | believe | need not say so to you, who were
dazzled by her at firg sght” 'I don't deny it
(answered ).  Ah, my child ! | thought | saw a cdegtid
substance.  She inflamed me dl of a sudden, and
pierced my heart with an arrow swift as lightning.'

, | am ravished (replied my secretary) to learn that
you are a last in love. You wanted a misress to
make you enjoy perfect happiness in your solitude.
Thank heaven you have now al sorts of conveniences.
I know (continued he) that we shall have some diffi-
culty in deceiving the vigilance of Basil; but leave
that to me; | undertake in three days to procure for
you a private interview with Antonia' , Mr. Scipio
(said 1), perhaps you might not be able to keep your
promise; but that is not what | am curious to try.
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| have no intention to tempt the virtue of that girl,
who seems to desarve that | should entertain ofher
sentiments of her. Wherefore, far from exacting of
Kour zed, that you should as3g me in dishonouring
er, | am resolved, by your mediation, to espouse
her, provided her heart is not engaged to another.
"1 did not expect (sad he) to s you take such a
sudden resolution to marry. Many” country gentle-
men in your place would not dea so honourably;
they would never entertain legitimate views with
regard to Antonia, until they had tried others to no
Pur But however (added he), dont imagine
ha£ | condemn your love, and seek to dissuade you
from your desigh. Your tenant's daughter deseives
the honour you intend for her, if she can bestow upon
ou a heart unengaged, and sensible of your generosity.
his | must inform mysdf of to-day, in a conversation
with the father, and perhaps with hersdlf.!

My confidant, who was a punctua man _in_per-
forming his promises, went privaely to vist Bedl,
and in the evemg? came to me in my clost, where |
waited with impafience, mingled with fear. Drawing
agood omen from his cheerful look, ' If | may believe
(sad 1) that smile on thy face, thou comest to signify
that | shal soon enjoy my wish' 'Yes my dear
master (he replied), everything |S.Prop|t|qus to Kou.
| have had a conversation with Basl and his daughter,
to whom | declared your intention. The father is
overjoyed to hear you design to be his son-in-law;
and | can assure %ou that }/ou ae very much to
Antonids taste' ' O heaven ! gcned I, in"a transport
of joy) what! am | so happy asto be agreegble to that
lovely” creature ? ' Doubtless (he resumed).
dready loves you. | have not indeed drawn that
confession from her mouth ; but | am convinced of her
passion by the gaiety she discovered when she under-
stood your desgn. “Neverthdess (added he), you have
a rivad. "Ariva!, (cried I, changing colour). 'You
need not be much alarmed (said_ he), that rival will
not rob you of the heart of your migress, heis no other
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than Mr. Joachim, your cook.! 'Ah! the hang-dog!
(said I, bursting into a fit of laughing) this was his
reason for showing such reluctance to quit my service.'
' The very same (answered Scipio). He some days
ago demanded Antonia in marriage, and met with a
polite refusal.’ ' With deference to thy better advice
(I resumed), methinks it will be proper to rid oursalves
of the rogue, before he can get notice that | intend to
marry Basl's daughter; a cook, thou knowest, is a
dangerous rival." ' You are in the right (replied my
confidant), we must clear the house of him. | will give
him his dismissal to-morrow morning before he begins
to work, and then you shdl have nothing to fear either
from his sauces or his love. | am sorry, however, to
lose such an excellent cook, but | sacrifice my paate
to your safety.’ 'Thou needest not regret him so
much (said 1), the lossisnotirreparable ; 1 will send to
Vaenciafor acook as ashe' Andindeed | wrote
immediately to Don Alphonso, that | had occasion for
acook, and the very next day he sent one who consoled
Scipio at once.

Although the zedlous secretary had told me that he
perceived Antonia was pleased in her heart with the
conqémt va/hich Shﬁ- had mad%e(i)f her méaﬁter,_l dur:st
not depend upon his report, being apprehensive that
he might have been deceived by fase appearances.
To be more sure of the matter, | resolved to spesk in

son to the fair Antonia; and repairing to Basl's

ouse, confirmed what my am or had told him.
That honest farmer, a man of frankness and smplicity,
having heard my design, assured me, that he would
bestow his daughter upon me, with the utmost satis-
faction ; but (added he) don't think that it is on account
of your being lord of the manor. Were you ill no
more than the steward of Don Caesar and Don Al-
phonso, | would prefer you to dl the other suitors
who present themselves. | have dways had a regard
for you; and what gives me the most concern is, that
Antonia cannot bring you a large fortune' , | ask
nothing with her (sad 1), her person is dl the wedth
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to which | aspire’ , Your most humble servant!
(cried he). That is not my intention; | am not such
a beggar, as to marry my daughter in that manner.
Basl de Buenotrigo™ is in a condition, thank God,
to give her adowrg; and for every dinner you bestow
upon her, she shdl afford a supper to you. In a
word, the rent of your estate, which is but five hundred
ducats, shdl amount to a thousand, by virtue of this
marriage.’ . i

" You shdl do in that as you please, my dear Basil
(I replied), we shdl have no disputes about interest;
and now that we are agreed, the sole business is to
obtain the consent of your daughter.’ , You have
mine (sad he), and thaf is enough.' , Not atogether
(answered 1), if yours is necessary, hers is 0 too.
, Hers depends upon me (said he).” | would fain see
her refuse’ ' Antonia (I resumed), submissve to
paternal authority, is ready, without doubt, to obey
%lqmmphqtly; but | don't know if she can do it upon
his occasion, without reluctance: and if she cant, |
should never be consoled for having made her unhaﬁpy'
in short, it is not enough for me to obtain her hand
ogdyou, unless her h oes to the bargain, ' By'r
I ¥1! (sad Badl) | dont understand dl this philo-
sophy : speak, yourself, to Antonia, and you shdll
seg, 1f | am not mistaken, that she desires no better
than to beyour wife,!  So saying, he cdled his daughter
and |eft me aone with her for aminute or two.

That | might enjoy the precious opportunity, |
came to the paint a “once. | Fair Antonia (sad ),
determine my fate. Although | have your father's
consent, don't think that | intend to aval mysdf of
it, in doing violence to your inclination. C armmg
asitis, | renounce the possession of you, if you say the
| must owe it to your obedience only.” , That is
what | will not say (answered she), your addresses
are too agreeable t0 give me pain; and, indead of
murmuring, | approve of my father's choice. | don't
know (continued she) whethér | do well or ill hatalking

! Bueno trigro=good whest.
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thus; but if you were disagreesble to me, | should
be frank enough to own it; why, then, may | not say
the contrary with the same freedom ?

At these words, which | could not hear without
being charmed, | knecled before Antonia, and, in the
excess of my joy, seizing one of her fair hands, kissed
it with the utmost tenderness and passon. ' My
dear Antonia (sad 1), | am enchanted with your
frankness; continue the same unconstrained beha-
viour ; and as you speak to your husband, disclose
your whole soul to hisview. May I, then, flatter myself,
that you will be pleased to see your fortune joined to
mine ? Basl coming in at that instant, hindered me
from proceeding. Impatient to know his daughter's
answer, and r to grumble, had she shown the least
averson for me, ' Wl (said hel), are you satisfied
with Antonia? ,| am so wel sdtisfied with her
(answered 1), that | will, this very moment, go and
make preparations for my marriage’ So saying, |
took my leave of the father and daughter, to go and
consult with my secretary on that subject.

CHAPTER IX

The manner in which the nuptials of Gil Blas and the
jair Antonia were celebrated; and the rejoicings
with which they were attended

ALTHOUGH | was under no necessity of obtaining the
permisson of the noblemen of Leyva, Scipio and |
concluded that we could not, in honour, omit impart-
ing to them my desgn of marrying Basl's daughter,
and asking their consent, out of manners.

| st out immediately for Vaencia, where they
were as much surprised to see me, as to hear the cause
of my journey. Don Caesar and his son having seen
Antonia more than once, congratulated me on my
choice. Don Caesar, especidly, complimented me
upon it, with such vivacity, that if | had not believed
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him to be a man quite weaned from certain amuse-
ments, | should have suspected that he had gone
sometimes to Ljrias, to see his farmer's daughter,
rather than to visit his own house. Sergphina, after
having assured me, that she would aways alarge
part in what should concern me, said she had heard
a very good character of Antonia; but (added she,
with a satirical look, as if she reproached me for the
indifference with which | repaid Sephords passion),
if 1 had not heard her beauty extolled, | should depend
upon your taste, the ddicacy of which | know.'

Don Caesar and his son not only approved of my
marriage, but declared that they would de{fra%/ the
whole expense of it. ' Go back to Lirias (said they),
and make yoursdlf easy, until you hear fromus. Make
no preparétions for your nuptials, but leave that to
our care;  In compliance with their desire, | returned
to my house, and making Basl and his daughter
acquainted with the intention of our patrons, we
walted their orders as patiently as we could. During
eight days, however, we received none: but, to make
amends, on the ninth, a coach and four arrived, full
of manteau-makere%J and rich stuffs for the bride's
clothes, and escorted by severa men in livery, mounted
on mules. One of them brought a letter for me
from Don Alphonso, importing, that he would be at
Lirias next day, with his father and spouse, and that
the ceremony of my marriage should be celebrated
on the day following, by the Vicar-General of Valencia
Accordingly, Don | , his son, and Seraphina, did
not fail to comewith that clergyman, dl four together,
in a coach and Sx, preceded by another drawn bX four,
in which were Seragphina's women, and attended by the
Governor's guards. )

y lady governess was scarce arrived, when she
expressed ” the utmost impatience to sse Antonia,
who, on her part, no sooner understood that Seraphina
was alighted, than she ran to saute her, and kissed her
hand with such a good grece, that al the company
admired her politeness , Well, madam (sad DOn
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Caesar to his daughter-in-law), what do you think of
Antonia? could Santillana have made abetter choice ?,
"No, indeed (replied Seraphing), they are worthy of
each other, and 1 don't doubt that thér union will be
Berfectly h?)g%/ In short, every one praised the
ride: and if she was much applauded in her country
garb, everybody was charmed with her when she
appeared in aricher dress.  Her air was so noble, and
her deportment so easy, that one would have thought
she had never worn any other. 4

The moment being arrived, in which propitious
Hymen was to join my fate to hers, Don Alphonso
t m@h me kg/ the hand, led me to the dtar, while
Sergphina did the same honour to the bride.  In this
order, we repaired to the village chapel, where the
Vicar intended to marry us; and that ceremony was
performed amidst the acclamations of the inhabitants
of Lirias, and dl therich farmers in the neighbourhood,
whom Basl had invited to Antonias weddln%, with
their daughters dressed in ribbons and flowers, holding
tabors in their hands. We then returned to my house,
where, by the care of Scipio, who was contriver of the
feast, we found three tables covered, one for the
noblemen, another for their attendants, and the third,
which wes the largest, for the rest of the guests.
Antonia st a the first, by the desre of the |
governess; | did the honours of the second, and Bas
took care of the third. As for Scipio, he did not Sit,
but went from one table to another, employing himsdlf
in serving and satisfying every individud.

As the entertainment was prepared by the Governor's
cooks, it could not fail of being complete in dl its
parts. The good wines, of which Mr. Joachim had
made ample provison, were drank with profusion;
the guests began to wax warm, and mirth and jallity
reigned, when we were, dl of a sudden, interrupted
by an incident that alarmed me. My secretary bein
in the hall, where | sat at table with the prlncv)g
officers of Don Alphonso, and Sergphina's women, fell
down upon the floor, without sense or motion. |
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ran to his assstance, and while | was busied in bringing
him to himself again, one of the women fainted away.
All the company concluded that there must be some
mystery in this double swooning, as it actually con-
cedled one, which, in alittle time, was explained ; for,
soon after Scipio recovered his spirits, and said to me,
softly, ' Why should the hag)pleﬁ_t of your days be the
most disagréeable of mine ? It is impossible for one
to shun his destiny (added he): | have found my wife
in the person of one of Seraphinas maids!' )

"What do | hear ? (cried 1) that is not possble!
What! art thou the husband of the lady, who was
taken ill a the same time with thee? “Yes dgr (he
replied), | am her husband; and fortune, | swear,
could not play me a more viliainous trick than that of
brm(?mg her to my view." "I don't know, my friend
(sai IBJ, what reason thou hast to complain of thy
wife; but, whatever cause she may have given theg,
Prag congrain thyself; if thou lovést me, do not dis-
urb this entertainment by showing thy resentment.'
'You shdl be satisfied with my behaviour (replied
cho), and see whether or not | can dissemble!

: wym?, he went up to his wife, who, by the
assistance of her companions, was aso recovered, and
embracing her with the %tt)faearance of asmuch on,
as if he had been ravished to see her again: ' Ah! my
dear Bestrice (said he), heaven unites us again, after
ten years of ation! 0 happy moment for me P
"1 don't know (answered his W|feg/whether or not you
reglly feel any joy in meeting me here; but this | 'am
certain of, | gave you no just cause to leave me.
What! you found me, one night, with Senor Don Fer-
nando de Leyva, who was in love with my mistress
Julia, and whose passon | assisted; and you took it
in your head, that | listened to him, at the expense of

our and my honour : thereupon, jealousy turned tyour
rain; you quitted Toledo, and fled from me as from
amonster, without deigning to come to an explanation !
Which of us two, if you plesse, has the mogt right to
complain? , You, to be sure (replied Scipio).' |, Yes,



256 GIL BLAS DE SANTILLANA

doubtless (said she). Don Fernando, soon after your
departure from Toledo, married Julia, with whom |
staﬁed, as long as she lived ; and since we were robbed
of her, by an untimely death, | have been in the ser-
vice of my lady her sgter, who, as well as her women,
can answer for the purity of my moras' )
My secretary, at this discourse, the falsity of which
he could not prove, behaved as e him. , Once
more (said he to his wife) | own my fault, and ask
pardon before this honourable assembly.” Then |1,
interceding for him, begged that Bestrice would forﬁet
what was past; assuring her, that, for the future, her
husband's sole study should be to gr|]ve her satisfaction.
She yidded to my entreaty, and the whole company
aPpIauded their feunion; “for the better celebration
of which, they were made to st by one another.  Their
hedth was toasted; everybody complimented them,
and the feast seemed to "have been made rather on
account of their reconciliation, than of my nuptials.
The third table was first forsaken. "The young
ts got up to dance with the country maids, who,
the noise of their tabors, soon brought the com-
pany from the other rooms, and inspired them with
the” dedre of following their example. Everybody
was now in motion: the Governor's officers began to
dance with the attendants of my lady governess, the
noblemen themsdves mingled in the diverson. Don
Alphonso danced a saraband with Sergphina.  Don
Caesar performed with Antonia, who came afterwards
and took me out, acquitting hersdf pretty well, con-
Sdering that she had only received a few lessons in
the house of arelation, who was the wife of acitizen of
Albarazin.  As for me, who had learned in the house
of the Marchioness de Chaves, the assembly looked
upon me as a great dancer.  With regard to Bestrice
and Sdpio, they preferred a private conversation to
-dancing, and gave each other an account of what had
happened to them snce their parting; but they were
interrupted by Soraphina, who being informed of their
meeting sent for them to express her joy a ther
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reconciliation. , My children (sad she), on this day
of rgoicing, it is an addition to niy satisfaction to se
%ou restored to each other. Friend Scipio, | give you
ack your spouse, and protest to you that her conduct
has adways been irreproachable:” you may live here
hap£|ly together; and you, Beatrice, attach yourself
to Anfonia, and be as much devoted to her as your
husband is to Senor de Santillana’  Scipio, after this,
could not help looking upon his wite as another
Penelope, and promised to treat her with al imagin-
abl_lc_sk?f ection. i the hai
e young pessants and their partners, having
danced dl day, retired to their own houses; but the
festival was continued at the castle, where a mag-
nificent supper was prepared ; and when it was time
to go to redt, the Vicar-General blesed the nuptia
bed; Seraphina undressed the bride, and the noblemen
of Leyva did me the same honour. What was merry
enough, the officers of Don Alphonso, and the ladies
of the governess, took it in their heads to perform the
same ceremony to Bestrice and Scipio, who, to make
the scene more comical, very %r%/ely alowed them-
saves to be stripped and put to bed.

CHAPTER X

What followed the marriage of Gil Blas and the fair
Antonia.  The beginning of Scipio's history

ON the very next day after my marriage, the lords of
Leyva returned to Vaencia, after having given me
a thousand new marks of friendship; so that my
secretary and | remained in the house, with our wives
and servants o_nIK. _
The care which both of us took to please the ladies
was not ineffectual; in alittle time, | inspired my wife
with as much love for me as | had for her; and Scipio
made his spouse forget the sorrows which he had made
heiszsuffer. Beatrice, who had a pliant, (})<bllg|ng
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temper, eeslly ingnuated hersdf into the favour, and
gained the confidence of her mistress.  In short, we
agreed, dl four, to admiration, and began to enjoy a
dtuaion worthy of envy. All our days glided away
in the most agreeeble amusements.” Antonia was
naturally grave, but Bestrice and | were very gay;
and had we been othewise, Scipios presence was
enough to keep off meancholy. He was an incom-
parable fellow for society, one of those comical crea
tures whose gppearance alone can make a company

merry. . ,
Ore day that we took a whim, after dinner, to %o
and have a desta, in the most agreesble place of the
wood, my secretary was in such good humour, that he
banished al desire of _sleg)mg,_ by his merry discourse.
, Hold thy tongue, friend (said 1), or if thou are re
s0lved to” keep us from taking our nap, entertain us
with some story worthy of our attention.’

'‘With dl my heart, sr (an'swereol1 he). Shal |
recount the history of Kl_r(;ggj Pelayo™? " 'l would
rather hear thy own (I replied); but that is a pleasure
thou hast not thought proper to give me, since we lived
together, nor ever will, | 'suppose’ , And what is the
reason ?_ (said he). If | have not recounted my own
higtory, it was bécause you never expressed the least
desire to hear it; it is not, therefore, my fault that you
are ignorant of my adventures; and if you are in'the
least curious to ‘know them, | am r to sisfy
your curiogty. Antonia, Bestrice, and | took him
at his word, and disposed oursdves in order, to hear
his narration, which could not miss of having a good
effect, either in diverting, or lulling us adeep.

, Had it depended upon me (sad Sclpiec%), | should
have been the son some grandee, or to tight of
Alcantara, at least; but as one does not choose his
own father, you must know that mine wes an honest
ldier of the Holy Brotherhood, Torribio Scipio by
name. While he ‘was travelling to and fro on the
highway, where his profession obliged him, amost

! See Book |, Chapter iv, Val. i, p. 20, n.
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always, to be, he met by accident, one day, between
Cuenca and Toledo, a young gipsy, whom he thought
very handsome. She was done, on foot, and carried
her whole fortune in a kind of knapsack on her back:
" Which way do you go, my dear ?" sad he to her,
softening his voice, which was naturally rough.
" Senor Cavalier (answered she), | am going to Toledo,
where | hope to gain an honest livelihood, in some
shgpe or other." ™ That is a laudable intention (he
resumed), and | don't doubt that you have more
stri_régs than one to your bow." " Yes thank God
(said she), | have more tdents than one; | can com-

pomatums and essences for the ladies; | tell
ortunes, turn the sieve to find things that are lost!,
and show dl that people want to see in a glass or
mirror."

" Torribio, concluding that such a girl would be a
very advantageous match for him, who could scarce
live by his employment, thou%h he was very dex-
terous at it, offered to marry her: she accepted the
proposal, and they repaired with dl diligence to Toledo,
where they were wedded; and you see in me the
worthy fruit of these noble nuptials. They settled in
the suburbs, where my mother began to sdl pomatums
and essences, but that trade not answering, she be-
came a fortune-teller. It was then that she saw the
crowns and pigoles shower upon her; a thousand
dupes, of both sxes soon raised the reputation of
CoscoUng?, which was the gipsy's name. . Somebody
came everyday, to beg she would employ her ministry
for him: sometimes a needy nephew, who wanted to
know when his uncle, whose sole heir he was, would
st out for the other world: and sometimes a girl,
wishing to know if a certain cavdier, to whom she had

ranted the favour, on promise of marriage, would
eep his word.

' Pleese to observe, that my mother's predictions

2 SeeBook IV, Chapter viii, Vol. i, p. 300, n.

“ The name Coscaling is taken from the anonymous
Vida y hechos de Eatebanillo Gonzalez (1646).
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were dways favourable to those who solicited them:
if they proved true, good and well; but when th
came"back to reproach her, because the contrary o
what she had prophesied came to pass, she answered
coldly, that they must attribute it to the demon, who,
notwithstanding the force of the conjurations that
she employed to make him reveal what would happen,
was, sometimes, so malicious asto deceiveher.
When my mother, for the honour of her profession,
thought she must make the devil appear in her opera-
tions, Torribio Scipio aways acted that part, which
he performed perfectly wéll; the roughness of his
voice and ugliness of his face giving him an appear-
ance suitable to the character which ho represented.
Those that were in the least timorous, were dways
terrified by my father's figure. But one day, un-
fortunately, there came a brutal fellow of a captain to
see the devil, whom he ran through the body. The
Holy Office, informed of the devil's death, sent its
officers to the house of Coscoling, whom they seized
with @l her effects; and |, who was then but sev
¥ears old, was put into the hospital of los Ninos',.
here were in that house charitable clergymen, who,
being well paid for the education of poor orphans,
were at_the trouble of teaching them to read and
write. They looked upon me as a promising child,
and, on that account, distinguished me from the res,
by choosing me to run on their errands. They sent
me into the city with letters and messages ; and I’ made
the responses a Mass By way of recompense, they
undertook to teach me the Latin tongue; but they
behaved so rudely, and trested me with such rigour,
notwithstanding the small services | did them, that,
being no longer able to beer it, | ran away one morning
early, when 1 was sent out on an errand; and, far
from returning to the hospital, quitted Toledo by the
suburbs that lie on the Seville Sde of the city. Though
| was scarce yet nine years old, | felt a sensible pleasure

' Los Ninos=the children: Scipio, in fact, was placed
iii the public orphanage.
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in being free, and master of my own actions. | was
without’ money, and without food; but what did that
signify ? | had no lessons to study, nor themes to
compose.  After having walked about two hours, my
little legs began to refuse their service: | had never
before made'such along journey ; and | found mysdif
obliged to halt and give them Somerest. | sat down
under a tree, by the sde of the road; and there, for
my amusement; took my rudiments out of my pocket,
and read it in sport; then remembering the stripes
and floggingswhich it had made me receive, | tore out
the leaves, saying in great wrath: " Ah, dog of a
book! thou shat never make me shed tears again."
While | thus ﬁlutted my revenge, strewing the ground
about me with declensions and conjugations, a hermit
passad by, with a white beard, large spectacles, and a
venerable ar.. He came up to me; and we examined
each other with great eagerness. " My little gentle-
man (said he, smiling), we seem to look ‘at one another
with great attention:”| believe it would not be a bad
scheme for us to live together in my hermitage, which
is not two hundred yards hence” "1 am your
humble servant (answered | hastily): | have no ambi-
tion to be a hermit." The good old man laughed &t this
reply; and embracing me, sad: " Don't be frightened
at my dress, my son; though it is not agreegble, it is
useful; it makes me lord of a charming retreat, and
of the neighbouring villages ; the inhabit/ants of which
love, or rather idolize 'me. Come don% with me
fad ed hel), and | will give you ajacket like this that

wear. [T you chooset, you shdl share with me the
aweets of my retired life; and if you don' like it, upon
triad, you shdl not only be a liberty to leave me, but
you may aso be assuréd that | will not fail t%dqgve you
a gretification a parting.” | suffered mysdf to be
persuaded, and followed the old hermit, who asked me
severd questions; to which | answered with an in-
genuousness which | have not aways presarved in the
sque.  When we came to the hermltge, he presented
to me some fruit, which | devoured, having eden
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nothing the whole day but a morsel of dry bread, on
which | had breakfasted in the morning at the hospital.
The anchorite, seeing me make such good use of my
jaws, sad, ,, Courage, my child; don't spare the
fruit; | have arnﬁle provision of it, thank God: and
| did not bring thee hither to let thee starve” This
was indeed very true; for in less than an hour after
our arrival, he lighted a fire, spitted a leg of mutton,
and, while | turned the spit, covered asmall table with
a very dirty napkin, upon which he lad two plaes,
onefor himself, and another for me.

, When the mutton was ready, he took it off the spit,
and cut some dices for our supper, which was not a
dry meal; for we drank excellent wine, of which dso
he' had good gore. " Well, my chicken (sad he,
when we had done eating), art thou satisfied with m
ordinary ? This is the manner in which thou wilt
be treated everyday, if thou livest with me. Besdes,
thou shat do what thou plessest in this hermitage.
All that | exact of thee, is, to accompany me when
| go abegging through the neighbouring villages;
and lead an ass with two panniers, which the charitable
peasants usualy fill with eggs, bread, flesh, and fish.
This is dl | require of thee™ " | will do everything
you desire (I replied), provided you don't oblige me
to learn Latin" Brother Chrysostom (that was the
old hermit's name) could not help laughing a my
simplicity; and assured me anew, that he did not
intend to force my inclination.

, We went a-begging the very next day with the ass
which | led by the halter, and regped a plentiful
harvest; every peasant being glad of an opportunity
to put something in our panniers. one threw a whole
loaf; another, a large piece of bacon; a third, a par-
tridge : in short, we brought home victuas enough for
eight days. a circumstance that denotes the great
friendship and esteem that the country-people had for
the hermit. It is true, he was of great use to them,
in giving them his advice when they came to consult
him, in re-establishing peace in families where discord
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reigned, in marrying their daughters, in furnishing
them with remedies Tor a thousand sorts of diseasss
and in teaching prayers proper for barren women,
who wished to have children. )

, By what | have said, you see that | was well fed in
my hermitage: | was as well accommodated in point
of deeping: stretched upon good fresh straw, with a
cushion of coarse cloth under my head, and a covering
of the same stuff over my body, | made but one nap,
which lasted dl night long.” Brother Chrysostom,
who had promised t0 give me a hermit's garb, made
one for me from an dld robe that he used to wear,
and cdled me little Brother Scipio. As soon as |

peared in the villages, hi that regular habit, | was
thought so handsomeé, that the ass was better loaded
than formerly: the business was, who should give
mogt to the little brother, with whose figure they were

o well pleesed. . :
'The easy idle life which | led with the old hermit
could not be disagreedble to a boy of my age: accord-
ingly, | liked it 0 well, that | should have continued
there dill, if the fates had not spun for me days of a
very different kind: but the destiny which | was bound
to fulfil, soon detached me from idleness, and made
me quit Brother Chrysostom, as you shdl hear. |
frequentl?; a{)ercelved the old man“a work upon the
cushion that served him for a pillow; he did nothin
but sew and unsew it; and | observed one day th
he put money into it. This remark was atended
by a curiosty which | proposed to gratify the very
first journey "he should take to Tolédo, whither he
was wont o go once a week. | waited impatiently
for the day, without having as yet any other desgn
than of sensfym? my curiogity.” At length the dd
man s out, and T ripped up his pillow, where | found
among the wool with which it wes filled, the vdue of
about Tifty crownsin different sorts of coin. ]
This treasure, in al probab|l|t|31/, was the gratitude
of the country people, whom the hermit had cured
by his remedies, and of the women who had been.
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blessed with children, by virtue of his prayers. Be
this as it will, | no sooner saw that it was money,
which | could appropriate to myself with impunity,
than my Egyptian disposition” prevailed. 1 was
seized with a desire of stealing it, which can be attri-
buted to nothing but the force of that blood which
circulated in my veins. | yielded to the temptation
without resistance, secured the money in a kind of
bag where we kept our combs and nightcaps; then
quitting my hermit's habit, and resuming that of the
orphan, | ran away from the hermitage, believing that
| carried off in my bag the whole riches of the Indies.
"You have heard my beginning (continued Scipio),
and | don't doubt that you expect a train of facts
of the same nature: your expectation will not be
deceived: | have many other such exploits to recount,
before | come to my laudable actions; but | will come
to them at last: and you will see, by my narration, that
arP%Je may very well turn an honest man.
hild as | was, | was not fool enough to return
to Toledo; that would have been exposing me to the
chance of meeting Brother Chrysostom, who would have
made me restore rggl treasure in a very disagreeable
manner: | followed another road, which conducted
me to the village of Galves, where | stopped at an
inn, the landl of which was a widow of forty,
who had dl the qudities requisite for turning the
penny. This woman no sooner cast her eyes upon
me, than, judging by my dress that | wes a fugitive
from the orphan-hospital, she asked who | was, and
whither | went. | answered, that having lost both
father and mother, | wanted to go to service. " Child
(sad she), canst thou read ?* | assured her that |
both read and wrote to admiration. Indeed, | could
form my letters, and join them in such a manner,
as somewhat resembled writing; and that is enough for
the occasions of a village tavern. " | take thee into
my service (sad the landlady) thou wilt not be ato-
gether usdess, but shalt keep an account of adl my

! Mon naturel bohemien=my gipsy instinct.
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dehts active and passve. | will give thee no wag6s
(added she), because the good company that come here
never forget the servants’; so that thou mayst depend
upon recavi ood perquistes”

, | accepted the proposal, reserving to mysdf, as
you may well believe, the right of changing the air,
as soon as my stay at Galves should become disagree-
able. When"| found mysdf engaged in the sefvice
of thisinn, | became very uneasy in my mind! | did
not desre to be thought a moneyed man; and was
very anxious to know where | ‘should conced my
hoard, so as that it should be secure from every
granger's hand. | did not as yet know the house
wdl enough, to trust to those places which seemed
mogt proper to secure it.  With what perplexity are
riches attended ! | determined, however, to put my

in acorner of our corn-loft where there was straw’;
and believing it more safe there, than in_any other
place, made mysdf as easy as posshle  Thefe were
three servants 'in this house, a fat ostler, a youn
maid of Galicia, and myself: each of us drew as’muc
as we could from the travellers that halted, whether
they camo on horseback or afoot. | commonly
caught some halfpence of these gentlemen, when
brought in the bill; they gave something dso to the
odler, for taking care of their beasts. but as for
the Gdlician, who was the idol of dl the carriers that
,, she got as many crowns aswe did farthings.
very penny that | recelved, | carried to increese my
treasure in ‘the corn-loft; and the more | saw my
wedth increase, the more did | fed my little heart
atached to it: | sometimes kissed thé coins, and
contemplated the different pieces with a degree of
rapture which none but misers can conceive.

* This affection for my treasure obliged me to %o
and vigt it thirty times a day: | frequently met the
[andl upon ‘the stair; and she being” naturaly
distrustful, was curious one day to know what it was

! A reminiscence of Maritornesin Don Quixote, Part |,
Chapter xvi. <3
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that could bring me every moment to the corn-loft.
Thither, therefore, she went, and searched every corner,
imagining that 1, perhaps, conceded in that place
some things which | had stolen in the house.  She did
not forget to remove the straw that covered my bag,
which having found, she opened it; and seeing ¢rowns
and pigtoles appear, believed, or pretended to believe,
that | had stolen them from her. She sdized the
sum total accordingly; then, caling me little wretch,
and little rasca, ordered the ogtler, who was entirely-
devoted to her will, to give me fifty good lashes, which
when | had received, she turned me out of doors,
saying, that she would suffer no knave to live in her
house. In vain did | protest that | had not robbed
the landlady: she maintained the contrary; and of
course her word was believed rather than mine.  Thus,
Brother Chrysostom's money passed from one thief
to another.

, | lamented the loss of my money, as a man mourns
the death of an only child; and though my tears did
not retrieve what 1 had logt, at least they excited
the compassion of some people who saw them shed;
and, among others, of the curate of Galves, who was

ng by chance. He seemed moved a my melan-
choly condition, and carried me aong with him to
the parsonage; where, in order to gain my confidence,
or rather to pump me, he began by pitying my Situa
tion. " How much (sad he) does this poor child
deserve compassion! It is not surprising, if, aban-
doned to himsdlf in such a tender age, he has com-
mitted a bad action. Mogt men find it difficult to
live honest through the whole course of ther lives"
Then, addressing himsdlf to me, " My son (added he),
from what part of Spain do ggu come, and who are
yrour parents ?  You seem to be of some good family.
dl me ingenuoudy, and be assured that | will not
abandon you." _ N ) )

, The curate, by this palitic and charitable discourse,

aged me insensibly to discover dl my affairs with
great sncerity. | made a generd confesson. After
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which, he sad, " Friend, though it does not become
hermits to hoard up money, that does not lessen your
crime; in robbing Brother Chrysostom, yon have
transgressed that aticle of the décalogue which for-
bids theft: but Il oblige the landlady to restore
the money, which | will send to the hefmit; so that
%IO_UI’ conscience maK be essy on that score” But
his, | swear, was the least of my unessness. The
curate, who had a design of his own, did not stop
there. " My child (said he), | interest mysdf in your
behalf, and will procure a good place for you. |
will, to-morrow, send you by a carrier to my nephew,
who is a canon of the cathedrd of Toledo: he will
not refuse, a my request, to receive you into the
number of his lackeys, who live plentitully, like so
many incumbents, on the revenue of his” prebend;
you will be perfectly well stuated, | can assure
ou."
yo | was so much consoled by this assurance, that | no
Ic;rg?er thogght of the bag, nor the sripes which |
had received, my mind being wholly possessed with
the pleasure of living like an incumbent. Next day,
while | was at breskfast, a carrier came to the parsonage,
according to the curate's orders, with two mules
bridled and saddled. | was helped up on the one,
the carrier mounted the other, and we set out for
Toledo. My fellow-traveller was a fellow of humour,
who liked nothing better than to make himsdf merr
a another's expense. " My little junior (said he),
you have a good friend in the curate of Galves; he
could not g?lve you a better proof of his affection,
than that o recommendm? %/ou to the sarvice of his
nephew the canon, whom T have the honour to know,
and who is without contradiction, the pearl of the
whole chapter. He is none of those devotees whose
e and meagre faces preach up mortification. He
s a cgpacious countenance, a rosy complexion, a
merry look, is a jovia soul, who enjoys the present
hour, and In particular loves good . You will
live in his house like a little prince."
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, The rogue of a carrier perceiving that | listened
with great satisfaction, continued to extol the happi-
ness | 'should enjoy in the canon's sarvice ; and did not
leave off spesking until we arrived at the village'of
Obisa’, where we stopped a little to bait our mules.
The carrier, while he walked about in the inn, let fall
by accident, out of his pocket, a paper, which | was
cunning enough to pick up, without being observed,
and which | found means to read while he was in the
dable. It was a letter directed to the priests of the
orphan hospita, and conceived in these terms:

"" Gentlemen, | thought | was bound in charity to
send back to you a little knave, who is a runaway
from your hospitd. He does not seem to warnit

acity, but deserves to be carefully mewed up; and
| hope, that by proper correction, he will in time do
wdl. That God may preserve your pious and charit-
able Worships, isthe prayer of

'"THE CURATE OF GALVES"

, When | had read this letter, which informed me
of the curate's good intentions, | did not long hesitate.
To leave the inn, and gain the banks of the Tagus,
which was more than a'league from thence, was the
work of a moment. Fear lent me wings to fly from
the priests of the orphan hospita, towhom | would by
no means return, so much was | disgusted with their
manner of teaching the Latin tongue. | entered
Toledo as gaily as If | had known where to board.
True, it is a city of benediction, in which a man of

enius, reduced to the necessity of living at his neigh-
our's expense, cannot die of hunger. ~ Scarce had |
arived in the market-place, when a wel-dressed
cavalier, whom | , laid hold of my arm, and
sad : " Harkee, my boy, will you serveme ? | should
be glad to have ‘such a lackey as you" " And |
should be Iadagansmered I) to have such a magter as
you." " If that be the case (he resumed), thou art

! This appears to be amistake for Cobisa
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mine from this moment. Follow me" This | did,
without making any further reply. )
This cavalier, who might be about thirty years of

e, and was cdled Don Abd, lodged in a house,
where he possesed a very handsome apartment. He
was by profession a gamester, and we lived together in
this manner: in the morning, | cut as much tobacco
for him as would fill five or six pipes, brushed his
clothes, and went for the barber to shave him, and
dress his moustache.  After which, he went out, and
made a tour among the gambling-hells,, from whence
he returned about deven or twelve oclock at night.
But each morning before he went out, he gave me three
reds for my day's ex leaving me at liberty to
do what | would, until ten o'clock at night. He was
very well satisfied with me, provided he found me at
home when he returned. He ordered a suit of livery
to be made for me, so that | looked like the page of a
lady of the town. | was very wel sdtisfied with my
place, and certainly | could not have found one more
agreegble to my humour.

"I had led this hgzpy life amost a whole month,
when my mester asked if | was plessed with his
behaviour. | answered, that | could not be more so.
" Wdl, then ﬁbl_e resumed), we shal s&t out to-morrow
for Seville, whither my affairs cdl me.  Thou wilt not
be sorry to see that capital of Anddusia

He that hath not Seville seen
(saththeproverb), ,
Isno traveller, | ween”.

1 assured him that | was ready to follow him
whithersoever he should go. That very day, the
Seville carrier came to his lodging, to fetch a largo

! Lea triPots1 the phrase in the origind, is literaly
trandated tennis-courts': but, by exténsion, the word
trivot isapplied as above.
, A free'rendering of the popular doggerd—
uien no ha visto & Bevills
o0 havisto maravilla.
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coffer that contained all his movables; and in the.
morning we Bet out for Andalusia’.

' Sefior Don Abd was s0 lucky at play, that Je
never logt, except when he chose to lose.  This talent
often obliged him to change his place of habitation,
that he might avoid the resentment of duga ; and this
was the cause of our present journey. Being arrived
a Seville, we took lodgings near the gate of Cérdova,
and began to live as we had lived a Toledo: but my
mester found a difference between these two cities.
In the gambling-hells of Seville he met with gamesters
who played as successfully as he, so that he came home
sometimes very much out of humour. One morning,
being chagrined at the loss of one hundred pistoles,
which he ventured the preceding day, he asked why
| had not carried his dirty linen to a woman whom he
employed to wash and perfume it. | answered that
I had forgotten.  Upon which, _faIIin? into a passion,
he gave me half adozen smacksin theface, so roughly,
that he made me see more candles than ever burnt in
Solomon's temple. " There, little wretch (said he),
there is something to make you mind your busness.
Must | be dways at your tal, to tel you what you
have to do ? Why are you not as ready to work as
to eat ? Are you such a beedt, as to be incapable of
anticipating my orders and occasions ?'  So saying,
he went out of his apartment, leaving me very muc
mortified at the blows | had received for such a dight
fault. | don't know what adventure happened to him
soon after in the gambling-hell, but one evening he
came home very much heated, and said, " Scipio, |
am resolved to go to Italy, and must embark the day
after to-morrow, in a ship bound for Genoa | have
my own reasons for making that voyage; wilt thou
not accompany me, and lay hold of such afair occasion
to se the mog delightful country in the world ?'
| sad | would, but a the same time proposed to dis

! From this point onwards to the end of the present
chapter, Lesage adapts, with very dight changes, the
Vida y hechos de Estepanillo Gonzalez, Chapter ii.
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pear just when he intended to embark. | thought
| ' would revenge mysdlf of him hi this manner, and was
very well plessed with the scheme, which | could not
help imparting to a professed bravo whom | met in
the street; for since my arrival a Seville, | had con-
tracted some bad acquaintances, and this in par-
ticular. | told him in what manner, and for what |

. buffeted, then communicated my design of
leaving Don Abel when he should be just ready 1o go
on board, and asked his opinion of my resolution.

, The bravo frowned while he lidened to me, and
twirled the curls of his moustache; then blaming my
madter with an ar of gravity: " My little gentleman
(sdd he), you are dishonoured for ever, if you restrict
%ourself to that frivolous revenge which® you have

atched. It is not enough to let Don Abe depart
'tIJ'¥| himself; that would not be punishment sufficient.

e chastissment must be proportioned to the injury.
Let us therefore carry off his goods and mon% which
we will sharelike brothers aftér heisgone”  Although
| was naturally inclined to_ thieving, 1 was frightened
at the proposal of such an important robbery. "Never-
thdless, the arch rogue who made it did not fail to per-
suade me to it; and you shdl hear the success of our
enterprise.  The bravo, who was a big, strong fellow
came to our Iodgm? next day hi the twilight, when [
showed him the Coffer in which, mP]/ master had dreacCiK
secured his effects, and asked if he could carry su
a weght. " Such a weight! (said he) (know thet,
when the business is toxsarry off the goods of another,
I can lift Noah's ark.”  So Saying, he flung the coffer
on his shoulders with ease, and went downgtairs with
it upon tip-toes. | followed him with some caution,
and we were just going out a the street-door, when
Don Abdl, brought thither so seasonably by his good

ius, appeared dl of a sudden. ]

" Where art thou going with the coffer ?" (sad he).
| was so confounded, that | stood slent, and the bravo
seengz(th_e affair m;scan%/_, threw down his load, and
betook himsdif to flight, hi order to avoid explanations.
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" Where art thou going with the coffer ?'ed(said my
magter for the secondjbime). " Sr (answered |, more
dead than dlive), | am going to carry it on board of the
ship in which you are to embark to-morrow for Itdy.,
' ac'ieéhe replied) dost thou know in what ship |
intended to sl ?" " No, dr (sad 1), but | have a
tongue in my head, and | should have inquired at the
harbour, where somebody would have certainly told
me" At this my answer, which he suspected, he
darted such a furious look a me, that | was afraid of
a second beeting. " Who ordered you g((:ned he) to
brmg my coffer out of the house ?" " You yourself
(sad 1). Don't you remember how you upbraided
me some days ago ? Did not you say, when you beat
me, that you expected | would anticipate your orders,
and do what was proper for your service of my own
accord ?  Now, it was in consequence of this direction
that | employed aman to carry your coffer to the ship."
The gamestér observing that™| was more mischievous
than he imagined, dismissed me immediately, saying,
with an ar of indifference, " Go, Magter Scipio, and
heaven be your guide. | don't choose to play with
eople who have sometimes a card too many, some-
times one too few. Get out of my sight (added he,
in another tone), lest | make you sing without your
gamut.”" | saved him the trouble of repeating his
command, and got off in a twinkling, being woundily
afraid that he would strip me of my clothes, which,
however, he luckily spared. | waked aong the
dredt, conddering where | could lie, with my. two
reds, which condituted my whole stock. | arrived
a the gate of the Archbishop's palace; and as his
Grace's supper was then drr&g, an agreesble savour
isued from the kitchen, and diffused itsdf a whole
league around. " Zooks! (sad | to mK_self) | should
like to d@ach one of those ragouts which salute my
nox | should even be contented with an opportunity
of d|pp|gﬁ my four fingers and thumb hi it. What!
can't | fall upon some method of tasting these dainties
that smel so agreesbly ? The thing does not seem
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impossble” | whetted my imagination accordingly,
and, by dint of musing, hatched a trick, Whic% I
immediately put in practice, and which to
my wish. "I entered the court of the paace, and
running towards the kitchen, cried as loud as | could,
"Help!' help!" as if | had been pursued by some

assesan.

" At my repesated cries, Mr. Diego, the Archbishop's
cook, with two or three scullions, came running out to
know the cause; and seeing nobody but me, asked why
| mede such anoisea " Ah! d§r (sad |, pretending to
be fngfhtened amogt out of my wits), for the love of
S Polycarp, pray save me from the fury of a bravo
that wants to kill me" " Where is this bravo ?
(cried Diego) you are quite done, without so much as
a ca a your heds. Go, my child, lay asde your
fear. It was probably somebody who wanted to terrify
you for his diverson, and who did well not to follow
you into this palace; for, if he had, we should have
cut off his ears” " No, no (sad | to the cook), he
did not pursue me for his diverson. He is a big, ill-
looking fellow, who intends to strip me, and waits
hard by in the street to catch me as | go out." " He
shdl wait a long time, then éhe replied), for you shall
Say Bgrde till to-morrow, and want for neither supper
nor
'l was trangported with joy when | heard these
words ; and it was aravishing Sght to me, when, being
conducted into the kitchen by Mr. Diego, | beheld the
Preparaﬂons for his Graces supper. | reckoned
ifteen persons at work, but | could not number the
dishes that | saw, so careful had Providence been on
behdf of the Archbishop. It was then that, feastin
upon the steams of the ragouts which | had only smdl|

ar off before, | became acquainted with sensudlity.
| had the honour to sup and degp with the saullions
whose friendship | gained to that ree, that next
day, when | went to thank Mr. Diego for the asylum
he had so generoudy afforded, he sad, " Our kitchen
lads tel me they would be glad to have you for a
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comrade, they like your humour so well: would you
choose to be their companion ?" | answered, " That
if | eqjoyed that piece of good fortune, | should think

f perfectly happy." " If that be the case my
friend (said he), look Upon yourself from this moment
as an officer of the pdace!” So saying, he went and
presented me to the major-domo, who, on account of
my sprl%htly look, judged me worthy to be received
among the turn-spits. )

" | was no sooner in possession of such an honourable
emploaim_ent, than Mr. Diego, according to the custom
of cooks in great families, who privately send victuas
to their mistresses, chose me to carry to a certain lady
in the neighbourhood sometimes loins of ved, and
sometimes fowl or venison. This good lady was a
widow scarce turned of thirty, very handsome, very
smart, and to all appearance, not over-faithful to her
cook, who not only furnished her with victuals, bread,
sugar and oil, but"aso provided her with good wine,
al a the expense of the Archbishop. )

, | was effectually improved in the paace of his
Grace, where | pI%e/d avq['){] pleasant prank, which is
still spoken of at Seville e pages, and some other
domestics, in order to celebrate their master's birth-
day, took it in their heads to represent a comedy.
They chose that of the Benavides'; and as they had
occason for a boy of my age to play the part of the
yroung King of Leon, they cast their eyes upon me.

he major-domo, who piqued himsdf upon his talent
of declamation, undertook to instruct me, and after
he had given me a few lessons, assured them that |
would not be the worst actor in the play. As our
master was &t the expense of the entertainment, no
cost was pared to render it magnificent. A theatre
was built in the largest hall of the paace, and deco-
rated with greet tase. There was a bed of turf made
in the back scene, on which | was to appear adeep,
and the Moors fal upon me to make me prisoner.

l . . .

A play by Lope de Vega, first printed in the second
part of ﬁi?’(:or);xedigse (Madr(iag,a’ 1609). P
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When the actors were perfect in their parts, the Arch-
bishop fixed the day for the representation, and did not
fail to invite the most considerable noblemen and ladies
of the city to come and see it. The day being come,
each actor was bused with his dress. “As for mine,
it was brought to me by a tailor, accompanied by our
major-domo; who, having been at the trouble of
teaching me my part, was adso pleased to superintend
my dress.  The tailor clothed me with a rich velvet
robe, trimmed with gold lace and buttons, with
hanging deeves adorned with fringe of the same metal;
and the major-domo himsalf placed upon my head a
crown of papee, powdered with a quantity of fine
pearls, intermixed with false stones. Besdes they
girded me with a sash of pink-coloured slk wrought
with silver flowers, and everything they sad to me
seemed to lend me wings to run away with the plunder.
At length the play began about twilight. | opened
the scene, by Pronouncmg ome verses, importing
that, being unable to k%g myself awake, | was going to
abandon mysdlf to sumber ; at the same time, | with-
drew, and laid down on the bed of turf which had
been prepared for me; but instead of falling adeep, |
began to consider how | could get into the Street, and
ecape with my roya robes A little ﬁgvate dair
that led down under the thestre into the hall, seemed
proper for the execution of my design. | accordingl
got up nimbly, and seeing that nobody took notice o
me, dipped down that air which conducted me into
the halU, the door of which | gained, crying, " Room!
room! | am going to change my dress" ~Every one
made way for me, so that in less than two minutes |
%)t out of the palace with impunity, and by favour of
the night, repaired to the house of a bravo of my
acquaintance. _ _

, He was perfectly astonished to see mein that garb ;
and when | imparted the affair, he laughed until he
was ready to burst; then embracing me with so much
the more joy, as he flattered himsaf with the hope of
sharing the spails of the King of Leon, he congratu-



276 GIL BLAS DE SANTILLANA

lated me on havhig performed such a fine stroke, and
told me that if I went on a that rate, my genius
would one day make agreat noise in the world. "After
we had sufficiently made oursdves merry, " What
shdl we do with thisrich dress ? " (said | to the bravo)
who answered, " Give yoursdf no trouble on that
score. | know an honedt broker, who, without ex-
Brng the least curiosity, buys everything that is
rought to him, provided he likes the bargain; to-
morrow morning I will go and bring him hither.” In
effect, the bravo went out next day early, leaving me
abed In his room, and in two hours returned with the
broker, who carried a yellow bag under his arm.
" Friend (sad heto me), thisis SaSor 1banez de ia
who, in spite of the bad example shown by his brethren
of the trade, dedls with the most scrupulous integrity.
He will tdl you to a farthing, the value of this dress
that you want to part with, and you may depend upon
his edimation.” " Yes certanly (sad the broker).
| must be a wretch indeed, if | ‘prized a thing under
the true value. That is a crime with which' | was
never taxed, thank God, and no man shal ever lay it
to the charge of Ibanez de Segovia Let us sethe
ou want to &I, and | will conscientioudy tell
ou what they are worth." " Here they are" “(sad
he bravo, showing them), and you must dlow that
nothing can be more magnificent: observe the beauty
of thal Genoa velvet, and the richness of the trim-
ming." " | am quite charmed with it! (replied the
broker, after he had viewed it amtent|vel¥) nothing
can be finer." " And what do you think of the pearls
of this crown ?' (resumed my friend). " If they were
more round (said Ibanez), they would be inestimable:
however, such as theP/ are, | think them very pretty,
and like'them as well as the rest of the dress | sifr
cerely own it (continued he), another rogue of a broker
in my place would pretend to despise the merchandi
that he might have it cheap, and would not be asham
of offering twenty pistoles for it; but I, who have some
conscience, will give forty."
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"If Ibanez had said a hundred, he would not then
have been a just appraiser; since the pearls, done,
were well worth two hundred crowns.  The bravo,
who had an understanding with him, sad to me,
" You se how fortunate you are in faling into the
hands of an honest man. Senor Ibanez prices every-
thing, as if he was upon his deathbed." " That's
true (said the broker), and therefore | never rise or
fall a farthing in my price. Wel (added he), is it a
bargain ? Shdl | count out the money to you ?'
" Say (replied the bravo), my friend must first try
on his suit of clothes, which | desired you to bring for
him. | am mistaken if they won't fit him exactly."
Then the broker, untying his bundle, showed me a
doublet and hose, of a very good dark-coloured cloth,
with silver buttons; the whole seemingly half-worn.
| got up to try this dress, which, though both too long
and too wide, appeared to these gentlemen to have
been made on purpose for me, lbafiez rated it at
ten pistoles; and as he never abated one farthing of
what he asked, we were obliged to complty with his
vauation. So he took thirty pistoles out of his purse,
and spread them upon the table ; after which, he made
another bundle of my crown and roya robes, which
he carried off accordingly. _

, When he was gone, the bravo said, " | am very
well satisfied with this broker." And good resson he
had to be so; for | am sure he gave him one hundred
pigoles, at least, by Wél)(1 of gratification. But he
was not contented with that sum: he took, without
ceremony, the half of the money that lay on the table,
leaving the other half to me, and saying, " My dear
Scipio, with these fifteen pistoles that remain, | ‘advise
you to quit this city forthwith; for, a/ou may be
assured, that the Archbishop will give orders to search
for you everywhere. 1 should be extremely mortified,
if, after having signdized yoursdlf by an action, which
will do honour to your h|story,e(¥ou should foolishly
suffer yoursdlf to be apprehended.” | answered that
| was fully resolved to leave Seville; and in effect,
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after having bo%?ht a hat and some shirts, | gained
the vast and delightful plain that dretches amon
vines and olives, to the ancient city of Carmona, and,
three days after, arrived a Cordova

I lod a an inn, as you enter the great square
where the merchants live; and gave mysdf out for
the son of a good family at Toledo, who travelled for
my pleasure. | was well enough clothed, to make
people bdieve this story, and the landlord was finally
convinced, by the sight of some pistoles, which | let
him see, asif by chance. It is probable, indeed, that
my tender years made him bdieve | was some little
libertine, who had run awaK from his parents, after
having robbed them. Be this as it may, hedid not
seem curious to know more than what 1 told him of
the matter: being, in dl likeihood, afraid that his
curiosty might make me change my lodging. For
sx reds aday, | lived very wel in this inn, which
was frequented by agood dedl of company; there being
at supper in the evening, no less than twelve people at
one table. It was very diverting to see every one
eating, without spesking a syllable, except one man,
who talking incessantlg, a random, compensated for
the slence of the rest, by his impertinent prating. He
affected the wit, told stories, and endeavoured by
quaint sayings, to entertain the company, who, from
time to time, laughed heartily, though not so much
a the brightness of his slies, as at his ridiculous be-
haviour.

"As for my part, | paid so little attention to the
discourse of this origind, that | should have risen
from supper, without being able to give any account
of what he said, had he not found means to interest
me in his conversaion. " Gentlemen (sad he, to-
wards the end of our meal), | have kept for the dessert
a mog diverting story: an adventure that befdll, afew
days ago, at the palace of the Archbishop of Seville
| had it from a bachelor of my acquaintance, who told
me that he was present when it happened." These
words discomposed me a good deal; | did not doubt
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that it was my adventure, which he intended to re-
count : and | was not mistaken. This person gave a
faithful detail of it, and even informed me of what |
did not know; that is, what happened in the hal,
after my departure: and this you shall hear.

Scarce had | betook mysdf to flight, when the
Moors, who, according to the performance which was
represented, were to carry me off, appeared upon the
sta?eq with a design of surprisng me on the bed of
turt, where they thought | was adeep ; but when th
went to seize the King of Leon, they were very muc
agtonished to find neither king nor casle". The
play was immediately interrupted; dl the actors
wefe perplexod; some caled me, others searched for
me; one haloed, and another cursed me. The
Archbishop perceiving the trouble and confusion that
reigned behind the scenes, asked what was the matter.
A page, who acted the gracioso® of the piece, hearing
the Prelate's voice, came out and sad to his Grace:
" My lord, you need not fear that the Moors will take
the King of Leon prisoner; he has escaped with his
roya robes" " Heaven be praised! (cried the Arch-
bishop) he was very much in the right, to fly from the
enemies of our religion, and escape the chains which
they had prepared for him. He has, doubtless, re-
turned towards Leon, the capitd of his kingdom;
and | wish he may get home, without mee_tmé;f with
any bad accident. ~ Let no man go in pursuit of him,
for | should be sorry if his esty received any
mortification from me" The Prelate”having spoken
in this manner, ordered my part to be read, and the

play to go on.
L Ni roi ni roc, the phrase in the origind, is wrongly
trandated , neither king nor knave": thedip is corrected

e
See Book VI, Chapter vi, p. 28, n.
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CHAPTER XI
The sequel of Sipio's history

, As long as my money lasted, the landlord treated me
with great respect; but no sooner did he perceive that
my finances were exhausted, than he looked cool upon
me, picked a quarrel, and one morning early, desred
me to leave his house. | quitted it with disdain, and
went into a church belonging to the Dominicans,
where, while | heard Mass, an old mendicant came,
and asked ams of me. | took two or three maravedis
out of my pocket, and giving them to him, sad,
" Friend, pray to God to send me some good place:
if your prayer is heard, you shdl not repent of your
devotion, and may depend upon m)édgratitude."

" At these words, the beggar viewed me very atten-
tively, and answered with a serious air: " What post
would you have?* "I could wish (said |) to be a
lackey in some good family.” He then aed if my
occasons were pressing. ' They cannot be more so
(I resumed): for, if | have not the good fortune of
being settled very soon, there is no medium; | must
either die of hunger, or betake mysdf to your trade.”
" If you are reduced to such necessity (said he), you,
who are not at al caculated for our busness must
be in a very disagreesble situation: but were you in
the least accustomed to our way of life, you would
prefer it to servitude, which is, without contradiction,
Inferior to beggary. Neverthdess, snce you o

to be a servant, rather than to live a freé and inde-
pendent life, as | do, you shdl have a master imme-
diately. Notwithstanding my appearance, | can be
of use to you: therefore, come hither to-morrow a
the same hour."

' Resolved to be punctual, | returned next day to
the same place, where | had not been long, before the
mendicant, coming up to me, bade me take the trouble
to follow him. | did so; he conducted me to a celar
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not far from the church; and this was the place of his
resdence.  We entered his habitation; and dttin
down upon a bench, which was at lesst a hundr
years old, he spoke to me in this manner: " A good
action, as the proverb 535(]3 ‘dways finds its recom-
. you gave me charity yesterday, and that
determines me to procure a place for you; and this,
please God, | will soon perform. | am acquainted
with an old Dominican cdled Father Alexis, who is
a holy ecclesagtic, and great confessor. | have the
honour to run his errands, and acquit mysdf in that
employment with so much fidelity and discretion, that
he never refuses to use his interest for me and my
friends. | have spoken to him of you in such a manner,
that he is digposed to do you service; and | will pre-
sent you to his reverence, whenever ?/ou please”
" There is not a moment to lose (said | to the old
beggar): let us go ingantly to the good friar." The
mendicant consented, and carried me forthwith to
Father Alexis whom we found in his room, busy in
writing spiritual letters.  He interrupted his work to
ek to me, and told me that, at the request of the
mendicant, he would interest himself in my behalf.
" Having been informed (added he) that Sefior Bal-
thazar Velazquez wanted a lackey, | wrote this morn-
ing in your favour; and he has answered, that he will
receive you implicitly, on my recommendation. You
may, this very day, go to him from me; he is my
penitent and friend." = The monk, on this occasion,
exhorted me, during three-quarters of an hour, to do
my duty with fidelity and diligence He enlarged
icularly on the obligation | was under to serve
elazquez with zeal: after which, he assured mo, that
he would take care to maintain me in my pos, pro-
vided my master should be pleased with my behaviour.
Having thanked the monk for his generosity, |1 came
out of the convent with the beggar; who told me that
Senor Balthazar Velazquez was an old rich woollen-
draper of %reat meekness and simplicity. " | dare
say (added he) that you will be perfectly ‘happy in his
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family." | inquired whereabouts the citizen lived,
and went immediately to his house, after having pro-
mised to make an acknowledgement to the beggar, as
soon as | should take root in my place | entered a
large shop, where two well-dressed apprentices were
walking to_and fro, in expectation of customers;
and asking if their master was a home, told them |
had a message to him from Father Alexis. At the
mention of that venerable name, | was shown into the
back-shop, where the merchant sat a a buresu
turning over the leaves of alarge day-book. | saluted
him with great respect, saying, while | advanced,
" Senor, | am the young man whom the reverend
Father Alexis recommended to you for a lackey."
" Hal wecome, my child (said he); thet holy man's
recommendation is sufficient. | receive thee into my
sarvice, in preference to three or four lackeys that were
sent by other people. It is agreed: thy wages run up
from this day forward." . o

, | had not been long in the service of this citizen,
before | perceived him to be just such a man as the
beggar had described.  His simplicity seemed even so
gredt, that |1 could not help thinking | should find
some difficulty in abstaining from playing him some
trick or other.” He had been a widower four years,
and had two children, a son turned of five-and-twenty,
and a daughter going in her fifteenth year, who being
brought up by a severe duenna, and directed by
Father Alexis, waked in the path of virtue: but
Gagpar Veazquez, her brother, though nothing had
been spared in his education, had dl the vices of a
young spendthrift. He sometimes lay two or three
nights abroad; and if, at his return, his father took it
into his head to reprimand him, Gaspar imposed slence
upon him, in a tone 4ill higher than that of the old
man

, " Sdpio (sad the draper to me one day), | have
ason who isthe soleeBIague of my life; hes plunged
in dl manner of debauchery: a circumstance that
urprises me very much; for his education was by



BOOK X, CHAPTER XI 283

no means neglected. | %ave him good masters, and my
friend Father Alexis hath done hisutmost endeavour to
put him in the right road; but he could not succeed:
Gaspar is fallen into a state of libertinism.  Thou
wilt say, perhaps, that | trested him too gently in
the beginning of his youth; and that he was undone
by my indulgence: but that was not the case ; he was

ways chedised when | thought he deserved to be
used with rigour: for, good-natured as | am, | have
resolution enough, when there is occason for it. |
have even ordered him to be confined; and the con-
sequence was, he became more wicked than ever. In
a word, he has one of those bad dispostions, which
cannot be improved by good example, remonstrances,
or chastisement. Heaven done can work that
miracle" _

"If 1 was not much moved &t the sorrow of this
unhappy father, at least | pretended to be 0. " How
much are you to be pitied, sir! (said 1) a good man,
like you, "deserves to have a much better son”
" Heaven, my child (answered he), is pleased to de-
prive me of that consoletion. Among other causes
which Gaspar gives me to complain of him (added he),
| will tdl theein confidence, there is one that makes
me very uneasy; that is, the inclination which he has
to rob me, and which he but top often finds means to
satisfy, in spite of dl my wvigilance. The lackey,
whom you succeed, was in concert with him, and for
that reason was turned away. Asfor theebl hope thou
wilt not suffer thysdf to”be corrupted by my son;
but espouse my interest, as Father Alexis doubt-
less, exhorted thee" " That I'll answer for gsad 1):
his reverence exhorted me a whole hour, to have
nothing in view but your advantage: but | can assure
you, | had no need of being exhorted to that: | fedl
mvsdlf disposed to serve you faithfully, and my zed
will prove itsdlf on dl occasons” )

' He who hears one sde only, hears nothing. Y oung
Vedazquez, who was a devilish beau, Judglsr;g by my
physognomy, that | should be as eesly seduced as
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my predecessor, took me asde into a private (g;oe and
spoke to me in these terms: " Hark'ee, my boy, |
am persuaded that my father has charged thee to be
a spy upon rQ?/ actions: take care of thyself: | give
thee notice beforehand, that thy employment is none
of the most agreesble. If ever | perceive that thou
makest thy remarks upon me, | will cudgd thee to
death; wheress, if thou wilt assist me in cheating my
father, thou mayst depend upon my gratitude. Must
| be more plain'with thee ? * Thou shalt have a share
of the purchase. Make thy choice, therefore, and
declare this instant either for the father or son; for
| will admit of no neutrality." )
, " 9r (answered 1), you are very short with me;
and | plainly percelve that | cannot help espousing
our cause, though, in my heart, | feel areluctancy to
ray Senor Vedazquez.” " Thou oughtest to make
no scruple in so doing (replied Caspar): he is an old
miser, who wants to keep me il In leading-strings;
a wretch who denies me the necessaries of life, in
refusing to furnish me with money for my pleasures;
for pleasures are the necessaries of life a the age of
five-and-twenty: thou must therefore look upon m
father hi that point of view." " Enough, Sr (sad I),
there is no such thing as holding out agangt o just a
caue of complaint. " | offer my service, to second
you in your laudable undertakings ; but let us conced
our mutual intelligence, that your faithful associate
may not be turned out of doors. You will do well,
methinks, in affectmg to hate me: spesk roughly to
me before people, and do not spare ill language; even
some boxes on the ear, and kicks on the breech, will
not be amiss. on the contrary, the more marks of
averson you bestow upon me, the more confidence
will Seftor Balthazar have in my integrity.  As for
my part, | will pretend to avoid your conversation:
in serving you at table, | will seem to acquit mysdf
with regret; and when | talk of you to the apprentices,
don't tekeitill, that | rail at you with grest bitterness"
""Egad! (cried Velazquez, hearing my last words)
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| admire thy genius, my friend: thou showed, at th
age an adonishing capacity for intrigue, whence
conceive the most “happy f)raage; for | hope, with
thy assgance, | hdl not leave Q, father one single
pigoe” " You do me agreat ded of honour (sadl)
in depending so much on 'my intelligence: | will do
my utmost endeavour to justify the qood opinion you
have of my understanding; and if 1 fail, at lea& it
shdll not be my fault.

" It was not Tong before | let Gaspar see that | was
actudly the man_he wanted;, and this is the first
sarvice | did him: Bathazar's strong box stood in
his chamber, just by his bedsde, and served him in-
stead of a pew for pr?{er. Every time | looked at it
my eyesght was regaled; and I frequently sad to

f: " Friend strong? box, must thou be dways
locked to me? Shdl T never have the pleasure of
contemplating thy contents ?* As | went when-
?ver | pleage? éno th||s hchambgrd, Wh|dch \{vas forbid
0 nobody bu one 0 perceive
his father, who tRinkinga%Fi)%qself unoggerveg,er after
having opened and locked his strong box, conceded
the kéy behind a hanging. | marked the place well,
and imparted my discovery to my young master,
who embraced me with joy, saying, " Ah .my dear
Scipio ! what a charming piece of neNS|sth|s. Our
fortune is made, my child. | will this very day give
thee wax, with which thou mayst take the impres-
son of the key, and put it into my hands. | shal
easily find an obliging locksmith in Cordova; in which,
thark Heaven, there Is no scarcity of rogues”

" But why (sad | to Gaspar) would you make a
fase key. when we can use the true one?" " Be
cause (answered he) my father, through distrust, or
some other motive, may take it in his head to hide it
elsawhere; and, therefore, it ,is better to have one for
oursdves” | approved of his caution; and yidd
ing to his inclination, prepared for taking the impres-
son of the key. This was executed one morning
ealy, while my old master pad a vist to Faher
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Alexis, with whom he had usualy long conversations.
This was not all; | used the k(a/ in opening the box,
which being filled with large and smal bags, threw me
into a charming perplexity: | did not know which'to
choosg, fection did | conceive for both kinds.
Neverthdess, as the fear of being surprised did not
permit me to make a long scrutiny, | laid hold of one
of the largest, a a venture: then locking the coffer,
and replacing the key behind the hangings, | quitted
the chamber with my prey, which | went and con-
ceded under my bed in a smal wardrobe, where

| lay.

'aﬁaving performed this operation so successfully,
I went |mmed.|atel¥| to the young Velazquez, who
waited for me in a’house, where he had appointed to
meet me, and gave him infinite joy, by telling what |
had done. He was so wel satisfied, that he loaded
me with caresses, and generoudy offered me the half
of the money which was in the bag: but that | refused,
saying, " No, no, sir; this first bag is your own; use
it for your occasions: | will soon return to the strong
box, where, thank Heaven, there is money enough for
us both." In effect, three days after this, | carried
off a second bag, containing, like the former, five hun-
dred crowns, of which | would receive one-fourth only,
notwithstanding the prér[}q instances of Gaspar, that
it should be equelly divided between us.

"As soon as this young man found himsdf well
socked, and, consequent(ljy, in a condition to satisfy
his passion for women and play, he abandoned himself
entirdly to both: he had even the misfortune to fall
in love with one of those famous coquettes, who
devour and swdlow the largest patrimonies in a very
little time; and being a a terrible expense on her
account, laid me under the necessity of pallng SO many
vidts to the strong box that a length old Veazquez
perceved himsdf robbed. " Scipio (sad he one
morning), | must tell thee a secret: somebody robs
me, my friend: my strong box has been opened, and
severd bags taken out: thisis certain.  Who must be
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taxed with this theft ? Or, rather, who dse than
my son Gaspar, who has entered my chamber by
stealth, or been introduced by thee ? for | am tempted
to believe thee his accomplice, though you seem to
hate one another so much. Neverthdess, | will not
ligen to my suspicion, s'nce Father Alexis hath
answered for thy fiddity. I replied that, thank
Heaven, | never covet y neghbour's Wealth
and accompanied that lie W|th a hypocritical grimace,
which served instead of an apology.

'The old man, sure enough, ssid no more of the
matter; but he did not leave off including me in his
suspicion; and taking his precautions aganst our
attempts, ordered his strong box to be secured by
another lock, the key of which he dways kept in his
pocket. By these means, dl commerce between us
and the bags being broken, we looked very slly,
especidly Gaspar, who being no longer able to grati y
the extravagance of his nymph, was afraid of losing
the privilege of visiting her.  He had genius enou h
however, to invent an expedient which supported
expense a few days longer: and that ingenious shlft
was, to appropriate to himself, K ay of loan, al
my share of the evacuations which | had pen‘ormed
in the strong box. | gave it dl to the very last
and this, methinks, may pass for an anticipat restl-
tution which | made to the old merchant, in the person
of his heir.

, The young man, when he had exhausted this
resource, congdering that he had now none left, fell
into a profound and gloomy fit of melancholy, which
1gradually disordered his reason.  He looked upon his

her as the only plague of his life; he was s@ized
with the most violent despair; and, without listening
to the voice of Nature, the wreich conceived the
horrible design of poisoning his parent. He not only
communicated this execrable project to me, but even
proposed that | should be the instrument of his ven-
geance. Being struck with horror a the proggsd
" gr (sad 1), is it possble that you should 0
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abandoned by Heaven as to form this abominable
resolution ? 'What! are you capable of murdering
the author of your own being ? "Shdl it be sad that
in Spain, in the very bosom of Christianity, a crime
was committed, the very idea of which raises horror
in the mogt barbarous nations ? No, my dear master!
(added |, falling on my knees before him) no, you will
not commit an action"which would justly incense the
whole world against you, and be attended with the
most infamous chastisement." .

,| said a grest many things more, to dissuade
Gaspar from such a qQuilty undertaking. | don't
know where | found al the arguments of a virtuous
man, which | used to combat his despair: but certain
it is, 1 spoke like a doctor of Salamanca, though |
was but a boy, and no other than the son of Coscalina.
Nevertheless, in vain did | represent to him that he
ought to reflect serioudy, and courageously repel
those detestable sentiments which had taken
son of hissoul; al my eloguence was ineffectual. He
hung his head, and remained in sullen silence: so that
| concluded he would not swerve from his resolution,
nofwithstanding all I could 5?/ .

Whereupon, | went and demanded a private con-
versation with my old master ; to whom, when we were
shut up in aroom together, | said, " Suffer me, gr, to
throw mysdlf a your feet, and implore your mercy."
So saying, | fell ‘down before him in grreat agitation,,
with my countenance bathed in tears.  The merchant,
surﬁnsed a my progtration, and the disorder of my-
looks, asked what | had done " A deed (I r I|e_d?
of which | now heartily repent, and with which | wil
upbraid mysdf as long as | live | have been wesk
enough to listen to your son, and to assst him in
geding your moneﬁ.' | then made a sincere con-
fesson of dl that had passed on that subject: after
which, | gave him an account of the conversation I.
had with GasFar, whose design | reveded, without
forgetting the leest circumstance. L

Bad as his opinion of his son was, old Veazquez
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could scarce credit my information, the truth of
which, however, having no reason to doubt; " Scipio
(sad he, raisng me, for | was ill on my knees), |
pardon thee, in consderation of the important notice
thou hast given me. Gaspar (added he, raisng his
voice), Gaspar has a design upon my lifel Ah, un-
grateful son! ah, monster! who had better been
stifled in the birth, than alowed to live and become a
ricide! What cause hast thou to actemtpt my
ife? | dlow thee a reasonable yearly sum for thy
pleasures, and thou art not satisfied ? Must | permit
thee to squander away my whole fortune?" Having
uttered this bitter apostrophe, he laid injunctions
upon me to keep the secret, and said he would consider
what was to be done in such a delicate conjuncture.

, | was very anxious to know what resolution this
unfortunate father would take, when that very day he
sent for Gaspar, and ke thus to him, without mani-
festing atittle of what hehad inhishead. " Son, | have
received a letter from Merida, importing that if you
choose to marry, you may have a maiden of that place,
who isbut fifteen years old, perfectly handsome, and mis-
tress of agood fortune; if you have no reluctance to the
marriage, we will set out early to-morrow for M£rida,
vist the lady who is proposed, and if you find her to
Kour liking, you shdl espouse her forthwith." Gaspar

earing mention made of a good fortune, which he
thought was aready in his clutches, answered without
hesitation, that he was ready to go: so that, next
morning a daybreak, they departed by themsdves
mounted on two good mules.

‘When they had got as far as the mountains of
Fedira, into a place as much frequented by robbers as
dreaded by travelers, Bdthazar dighted, desiring
his son to do the same; the young man obeyed, and
asked the reason of their quitting their mules in that
place. "I will tel thee (answered the old man,
darting a him alook in which his grief and indignation
were painted), we have no business a Mé6rida; and
th(ir)zmarriage which | mentioned is only a fLabIe I
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invented to bring thee hither. | am not ignorant,
ungrateful and unnatural son! | am not ignorant of
the crime which thou hast hatched; | know that |
am to be presented with a poison prepared by thee:
but fool that thou art, dogt thou flatter thyself that
thou cangt deprive me of my life, hi that manner, with
impunity ? Thou art mistaken, thy guilt would
soon be discovered, and thou wouldst perish by the
hand of the executioner. There is (added he) a'surer
method of satiating thy rage, without exposing thysdlf
to an ignominious death: we are here without™ wit-
nesses, in a place where murders are committed every-
day: snce thou art so estranged from my blood,
plunggethy poniard into my bosom, and theé murder
will imputed to robbers” So saying, Bathazar
baring his breast, and pointing to his heart, ', Here,
G (added he), strike the mortal blow, and punish
mefor haww iven being to such awretch as thee"

"Young Veazquez, thunderstruck at these words,
far from, seekm%_to justify himself, fell without sense
and motion at his father's feet. The good old man
seeing him hi that condition, which seemed to be the
beginning of repentance, could not help %leldmg to his
Eaternd weskness, and of flying to his assstance:

ut Gaspar no sooner recovered the use of his reason,
than, being unable to bear the presence of afather s0
anSﬂy incensed, he made an effort to get up; mounted

is mule, and rode off without gpesking a word.
Balthazar let him go, and leaving him to the remorse
of his own conscience, returned to Cérdova, where, six
months after, he learned that his son had thrown
himsdf into the monastery of Carthusians at Seville,
there to pass the rest of his days hi penitence.’
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CHAPTER XIlI
The conclusion of Scipio's history

'BAD example sometimes produces good effects. The
conduct of young Velazquez made me reflect serioudy
glpon_ my own; | began to combat my thievish in-

ingtions, and live like an honest man. ~ The habit of
seizing dl the money | could lay my hands on, was
0 much confirmedin me, repeated acts, that it
was not easily vanquished. Neverthdess, | did not
despair of succeeding, imagining, that to become
virtuous, required only a sincere desire of being so.
| therefore undertook this great work, and heaven
seemed to bless my efforts; | no longer beheld the old
merchant's strong box with a covetous eye; and |
believe that had it been in mY power, | should not
have touched one of his bags: 1 own, however, that it
would have been verK imprudent in him, to put my
infant integrity to such a proof; and therefore, Veaz-
quez took carénot to do it.

, Don Manriquez de Medrano, a young gentleman,
and knight of the order of Alcantara, came frequently
to our house; we had his custom, and if he was not
the best, he was, @ leadt, the mogt noble of those who
usad the shop. | had the good fortune to please that
cavalier, who, every time he met me, encouraged me
to gpesk, and seemed to ligen Wlth.PIeasure to what
| sad. " Scipio (said he one day), if | had a lackey
of thy humour, | should think mysdf in possesson
of a tfreasure; and if thou didst not belong to a man,
for whom | have a regard, | would do my endeavour
to debauch thee from his savice" " (sad 1),
you would find it a very essy task, for | have an
inclination to serve people of quality; that'is my foible:
| am charmed by their easy behaviour," " IT that be
the case (replied Don Manr|c1uez), | will desire Seftor
Balthazar to consent to th)édea\/m him and coming
into my servicej | don't believe he, will, refuse me
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that favour." Indeed, Velazquez granted it the more
eadly, as he did not think the loss of a roguish lack
irreparable; for my own part, | was glad of the change;
the valet of a citizen appearing to me a mere beggar,
in comparison to the lackey of a knight of Alcantara
"To draw a faithful picture of my new patron, |
must tdll you, that he was a cavalier, endowed with a
most amiable person, and with such sweeness of
temper and cultivated understanding, as captivated
everybody who knew him: besides he had a great dedl
of couragg and probity, and wanted nothing but
fortune. Being cadet of ‘a family moreillustrious than
rich, he was obliged to subsist at the expense of an
old aunt who lived a Toledo, and who loving him as
her own son, took care to furnish him with what money
he wanted; he went aways handsomely dressed, and
was perfectly well received everywhere. He visited
the principd” ladies of the city, and among others, the
Marchionessde Almenara, awidow of seventy-twoyears
of age; who, by her engaging behaviour and agreesble
wit, dlured thewhole nobility of Cérdovato her house.
Men as well as women ddighted in her conversation,
and her family was styled " the polite company.”
"My mastér, who 'was one of the most assiduous
vigtors of that lady, came home from her house, one
evening, with an enlivened look that was not natural
to him: upon which, | sad, " Senor, you seem to be
Srangeli{I elevated; may your faithful ‘servant ask the
cause ? hath not something extraordinary happened ?*
The knight smiled at that question, and owned he wes
actualy "engrossed by a sarious conversation which
he had enjoyed with the Marchioness de Almenara
" | heartily wish (sad | laughing), that the sulper-
annuated toast may have made a declaration of [ove
to you" " Jedting apart béansmered he), know, my
friend, that | am redly bdoved by the Marchioness
' Chevdier (said she to me), | know the smalness of
Your fortune, as wel as the nobleness of your birth:
have an inclination for you, and am resolved to make
you essy in your circumstances, by marrying you,
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as | cannot decently make your fortune anY other
way. | know very wdl that this marriage will brin
upon me the ridicule of the world; tha scandd wi
be very busy at my expense; and that, in short, | shall
for an old fool, who must needs have another
usband. No matter, | intend to despise dander, in
order to make you happy: dl that | fear (added she)
is that you may possibly” have a reluctance to comply
with my intenfions’ This (continued the knight), is
the subject of her discourse, which surprised me the
more, as she is the mogt virtuous and prudent woman
of Cordoveé | answered, therefore, | was astonished
she should do me the honour of offering me her hand;
she who had aways perssted hi the resolution of
preserving her widowhood to the last: to this she
replied that, having a condderable estate, she should
beglad in her lifetime, to shareit with aman of honour
whom she esteemed.,, " You are, then, | sup (sad
]2, determined to hazard the legp." " Cangt t ou doubt
it? (he replied) the Marchioness posseses immense
wedlth, together with excdlent quaities hoth of the
heart and head ; and | must have lost my judgement,
mtéeqtoeq, if | rejected such an advantagéous sdtle-
ment.

, | very much approved of my master's design, to
lay hold of this fair occason to make his fortune, and
even advised him to push matters, so much wes |
afraid to se her inclinations change.  Luckily, the
lady, who had the affair ill more at heart than’l had,
gave such expeditious orders, that the preparations
were soon made for her marriage.  As soon s it was
known a Cordova, that the old Marchioness de Al-
menara, was going to marrE/ young Don Manriquez de
Medrang, the witS began to” make themsdves merry
a the widow's ex ; but in vain did they exhau&
their stock of raillery, they could not divert her from
her deﬁ%n; she let the whale city talk, and followed
her knight to the altar: ther nuptials were cdebrated
with such splendour as afforded new matter for scanddl,
" The bride (sad they) might have at leedt, for the



294 GIL BLAS DE SANTILLANA

sake of decency, suppressed dl noise and pomp, which
but ill becomes old widows who marry young husbands.

' The Marchioness, instead of appearing ashamed
of being, a her age, wife to the chevdlier, mdulged
hersdf without congraint, in the joy which she felt
on this occasion; she had a grand entertainment
a her house, accompanied by a concert of music,
and the feast ended in a ball, at which were present
dl the nobility of Cérdova. Towards the end of the
bal, our new married couple dipped off and met in an
apartment, where being shut up with a waiting-woman
and me the Marchioness addressed hersdf to my
measter, in these words : " Don Manriquez, thisis your
apartment; mine is in another part of the house; we
will pass the night in separate chambers, and in the
day we will live together, like mother and son." The
knight was, a first, puzzled, and bdieved that the
Ia_dY taked thus, only to engage him to offer soft
violence to her delicaCy; imagining, therefore, that he
ought out of pure politeness, to act the passionate
lover, he approached her, and esgerly endeavoured to
serve her in quality of vaet de chambre : but she, far
from dlowing him to undress her, pushed him awa
with a serious air, saying: " Hold, Don Manriquez ; i
you take me for one of those amorous old widows who
marry again out of frailty, you are deceived; | did
not espouse you, to make you buy the advantages
which you will regp from our contract of marriage;
these are the pure offerings of my heart, and | exact
nothing in return, but sentiments of friendship." So
saying, she left m¥| master and me in our apartment,
and retired into her own, with her waiting-maid,
absolutely forbidding the chevdier to follow her.

, After her retreat, we remained a %%od while, con-
founded a what we had heard. " Scipio (sad my
madter), didst thou ever hear such a discourse as that
of theMarchioness ? What dogt thou think of such
alady?" "I think, sr (answered 1), that she has
not hér fellow; you are_happ%/ in having such a wife,
which is like the possession of a benefice without cure
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of souls" " Asfor my part (replied Don Manriquez),
| admire a spouse of such an inestimable character,
and | intend to compensate with dl imaginable
attention, the sacrificewhich shemakesto her delicacy.”
Having conversed some time about the lady, we went
to rest; | upon a truckle-bed in a wardrobe, and my
master in afine bed prepared for him, where | believé,
at bottom, he was not sorry to lie alone, and to be quit
for?'ﬁfear o beg in next day, and th

, The rgjoicin an again nex , e new-
married I%dy agéeared. iﬁgsuch goodayhumour, as to
afford scopé to the rdliers.  She was the first to laugh
at what they said; nay, even excited others to laugh,
by recevmg?]_ their <lies with a good grace. The
knight, for his part, seemed no less satisfied with his
spouse; and by the tender glances with which he
looked and spoke to her, one would have thought that
old age was his taste: this happy couple had in the
evening a new conversation, in which it was decided
that, without disturbing one another, they should live
for the future, in the same manner as before marriage:
meanwhile | must do Don Manriquez the justice to
say, that, out of congderation for his wife, he did what
few husbands would have done hi his place; fee aban-
doned étl)glﬂ in the city, whom he loved, and of whom
hewas beloved ; being resolved (as he said) to maintain
no commerce which would seem to insult the delicate
conduct of hiswife towards him.

, While he gave this old lady such strong marks of
gratitude, she reﬁad them with usury, though she
was ignorant of this behaviour, and made him master
of her strong box, which was even better replenished
than that of Velazquez: as she had retrenched her
housekeeping during her widowhood, she put it n
on the same footing, on which it had been in the life-
time of her firgt husband, she incressed the number
of her servants, filled her stables with horses and mules ;
in a word, by her generosity, the chevaier, who was
the poores, e the richest knight of Alcantara
You will ask, perhaps, what | got by dl this: | received
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fifty pistoles from my mistress, and one hundred from
my master, who, moreover, made me his secretary, with
an appointment of five hundred crowns; he had even
so much confidence in my integrity, that he crested me
his treasurer.'

' " His treasurer!” (cried |, interrupting Scipio with
aloud laugh). " Yes sr (hereplied with a dry, serious
look), no less than his treasurer; and I'll venture to
sy, that | acquitted mysdlf in that employment with
honour. True it is | am perhaps somewhat indebted
to cash; for, as | took my wages in advance, and
quitted the knight's service suddenly, it is not impos-
gble that | may now be in arrears: a any rate, it is
the lagt reproach that | have deserved, having adways
acted with ﬂrobity since that time.

"1 was, therefore (continued the son of Coscoling),
secretary and treasurer to Don Manriquez, who seemed
as wdl satisfied with me as | was with him; when
he received a letter from Toledo, stating that his
aunt, Dona Teodora Moscoso, was at the point of
death. He st out instantly, to see that lady who had
been a mother to him, for many %eers, and | accom-
panied him in this journey, together with a valet de
chambra and one lackey. Being al mounted on the
best horses in our stables, we soon got to Toledo, where
we found Dona Teodora in such a condition as gave
us hopes that she would not die of that distemper; and
truly our prognostic, though contrary to that of an old
physician who attended her, was verified by the event.

“ While the hedlth of our good aunt was re-establish-
ing, less pei by the remedies she took than by
the presence of her dear nephew; Mr. Treasurer passed
fcis time as agreeably as he could, with young people
whose acquaintance soon introduced him to occasions
of ﬁe‘uding his money. They sometimes carried me
to the gambling-hdls, where they engaged me in
play; and as | was not so expert a gamester as my
master, Don Abd, | lost much oftener than | won. 1
concelved insengbly an inclination for play; and if |
had entirdy abandoned mysdf to that passon, it
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would, doubtless, have compdled me to take from
our cash, some quarters of my alowance in advance:
but luckily, love saved both"my own virtue and m%
measter's money. One day, as | passed by the churc
de los Reyes, | perceived, through a lattice, the
curtains of which were withdrawn, a'young maid who
seemed rather a divinity than a mortal. [ would use
a term dill stronger, if there was any, to denote the
impression which she made upon my heart. | made
it my business to get information about her, and by
dint “of inquiry, learned that her name was Bestricé,
and that she was waiting-maid to Dona Julia, second
daughter of the Count de Polan.’

Bedtrice interrupted Scipio with a loud laugh, then
addressng hersdf to my wife, , Beautiful Antonia
said she?, pra% look dteadfastly a me. Don't you
think | have the air of a divinity ? 'You had at
that time hi my eyes (said Scipio to her), and since
| no longer su your fidelity, you seem to me
fairer than ever” My secretary, affer such a gdlant
repartes, pursued his history thus: ) .

Thisdiscovery quiteinflamed me; not, indeed, with
a legitimate ardour, for | imagined that | should
easily triumph over her virtue, by presents le of
shaking it; but | judged amiss of the chaste Bestrice.
Invaindid | offer her (by means of mercenary women)
my purse and affection; she rejected my “proposas
with' disdain. Her resstance incressed my desires.
| had recourse to the last expedient, and offered my
hand, which she accepted, when she knew that | was
secretary and treasurer to Don Manriquez.  As we
thought™ it convenient to conced our marriage for
some time, we were wedded privatelv in presence of
Dame Lorenza Sephora, governess of Sergphing, and
some other domestics belonging to the Count de
Polan. As soon as | had married Bedrice dhe
fecilitated the means of seeing and conversing with
her a night in the garden, into which | introduced

! Built by Ferdinand and Issbla in thanksgiving for
their victory a Toro (February 18, 1476).
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mysdf by a little door, of which she gave me the
key. Néever were man and wife happier in one
another than Bedtrice and I.  We waited with equal
impatience for the hour of rendezvous, ran thither
with equal eagerness, and the time which we spent
together, though it was sometimes pretty long, seemed
but a moment to both.

" One night, which was as fatal to me as the others
had been propitious, | was surprised at entering the

arden, to find the little door open. | was darmed
y this uncommon event, from whence | concelved a
bad omen. | grew pae and trembled, as if | had
foreseen what was to happen; and advancing in the
dark towards an arbour where | used to converse with
my wife, | heard the voice of aman. | stopped al of
a sudden to ligen, and my ear was immediaely
sduted with these words, ""Don't let me languish,
then, my dear Beatricel Complete my happiness,
and congder that your fortune is connected with it."
Instead of having patience to hear him to an end, |
thought there was no occeson for knowing more.
A jealous fury took possesson of my soul; and breath-
ing nothing but vengeance, | drew my sword, and
went hedtily into the arbour. " Ah! cowardl
seducer (cried 1), whosoever thou art, thou shalt
sooner deprive me of life, than rob me of my honour."
S0 sgying, | attacked the cavaier who was taking to
Bedtrice.” He put himsdf immediately into a posiure
of defence, and fought like a man who understood the
art much better than 1, who had only received a few
lesons & Cordova. Neverthdess swordsmen as he
wes, | made a push which he could not parry; or
rather his foot supped. | saw him fall; and imagin-
ing that | had wounded him mortaly, fled as fast as
m%/ legs could carry me, without answering Beatrice,
who cdled me!

'Yes, redly (sad his wife, interrupting him), |
cdled, In ordér to undeceive him. The cavdier with
whom | conversed was no other than Don Fernando
de Leyva That nobleman, who loved my mistress
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Julia, had formed the resolution of carrying her off
by force, believing it impossible to obtain her by any
other means ; and | mysalf had given him a meeting
in the garden, to concert with him the steps of that
undertaking, on which he assured me my fortune
depended; but in vain did | cal my husband: he
avoided me as awife who had been unfaithful to him.'

, My dtuation at that time was such (resumed
Scipi 03/ as rendered me capable of committing anything.
Those who know by experience what jealousy Is, and
to what extravagance It drives the soundest under-
gandings, will not be surprised at the disorder which
it produced in my weak brain. | underwent a momen-
tary transition from one extreme to ancther. | felt
the emotions of hatred succeed those of tenderness
which | had entertained for my wife a moment before,
and made an oath to abandon and banish her for ever
from my memory. Beddes, | thought | had killed a
cavalier; and in that opinion, being afraid of falling
into the hand of justice, suffered that inconceivable
anxiety which incessantly pursues like a fury the man
who has done a bad action.  In this horrible situation,
my whole care being to escape, | did not go home,
but instantly quitted Toledo, having no other baggage
than the clothes on na/ back. True, indeed, | had in
my pocket sixty pigoles, which were a pretty g?ood
resource to a young man, who proposed to live al his
life in service.

"1 waked dl night long, or rather ran; for the
images of dguazils, which continually haunted my
imagination, supplied me ill with new vigour; and
the mornin% surprised me between Eodillas and Ma
queda. When | arived a this last town, finding
mysdf a little fatigued, | went into the church as soon
as it was open, and after having put up a short prayer,
sat down upon a bench to rest me. | began to muse
upon my present situation, which Heaven knows was
perplexing enough; but | had not time to make long
reflections. | heard the church echo with two or
three smacks of a whip, which making me conclude
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that a carrier was passing, | got up immediately to see
whether or not | was mistaken; and by the time |
got to the door, perceived one, who being mounted
on a mule, led two more in a leassh. " Stop friend
(sad | to him), where are these mules a-going ?'
" To Madrid (answered he). | came hither with two
good Dominican monks, and am going back by mysalf."

, The opportunity that offered of travelling to
Madrid, inspired mée with an inclination to go thither.
| made a bargain with the carrier, mounted one of
his mules, and we pushed forwards for Illescas, where
we were to deep.  Scarce had we got out of Magueda,
when the carrier, who was a man between thirty-five
and forty years of age, thundered out church-singing
with va& “vociferation: he began with the prayers
which the canons sng a matins, then sung the
Credo, as it is sung a High Mass; and passing on to
vespers, pronounced them, without even sparing the
Magnificat. Although the rogue stunned me with
his noise, | could not help laughing, and even en-
couraged him to continue, when he was obliged to
sop and take breath. " Courage, friend (sad | to
him), pray go on: if heaven hath given you good
lungs, | s2e you don't put them to a bad use™ " No,
indeed (cried he), | am not, thank God, like the most
part of cariers’ who sing nothing but infamous or
Impious songs; | would not even repeat balads made
upon our wars with the Moors : for these are things at
leest frivolous, if not wicked" " You have (sad 1) a
purity of heart rarely to be met with among muleteers :
with this extreme déli in the choice of your songs,
have you likewise made a vow of chadtity, with
regard to the young wenches who live at inns upon the
road 7' " Cetainly (answered he). Continence is
another thing on which | pique mysdf in places of
this sort, where | mind nothing but my mules" |
was a little astonished to hear this phoenix of carriers
talk in such a manner; and looking upon him as a
man of honesty and discretion, entered Into a conver-
sation with him, after he had sung his fill.
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, We arrived at Illescas in the twilight, where alight-
ing a an inn, | left the care of the mules to my com-
anion, and went into the kitchen, where | ordered the
andlord to prepare a good su&er. This he promised
to do so effectualy, that | should remember | had
lodged at his house the longest day | had to live
" AsK (sad he), askdyour carrier what sort of a mali |
am. Ecod! | will defy al the cooks of Madrid and
Toledo to make an olla podrida comparable to those
that | compose. | will treat you this night with a
ragout of rabbit dressed in my manner, and you shdl
see whether or not | have reason to boast of my skill."
Thereupon, showing me a saucepan, wherein there
was (as he said) a young rabbit aready minced:
" There (added he) is what | intend to give you.
When | have once put hi some pepper, sdt, wine, a
handful of sweet herbs, and other ingredients which |
use hi my sauces, | hoPe to serve you in a little time
with aragout worthy of a judge.”

' The landlord, after having thus sounded his own
praise, began to dress the supper; and while it was
doing, | went into the hal, where finding a kind of
couch, | lay down, to deep off my fatigue, having had
no res the night before. In two hours the carrier
waking me, sad, " Mager, your supper is ready;
come, if you pleese, and st down a table” There
was one in another room, with two covers, at which
my fellow-traveller and | sitting down, the ragout
was sarved. | attacked it with a %reedy appetite, and
found it of an exquisite relish, whether hunger made
me judge too favourably of it, or that my satisfaction
was the effect of the cook's skill.  We had dso a plate
of roast mutton; and | remarking that the carrier did
honour to this last dish only, asked why he abstained
from the other. He answered with a amile, that he
did not love ragouts. This reply, or rather the smile
with which it was accompanied, seeming to me mys-
terious, " You conced (sad 1) the true reason that
hinders you from esting the ragout; pray, do me
the pleasure of letting me know it" " Since you are
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so curious to know it (he replied), | will tell you, that
| have loathed al these sorts of ragouts, since, in going
once from Toledo to Cuenca, they brought me for
sugper a an inn a hashed cat ingtead of a rabbit,
and that gave me a disgust a dl fricassees.”

' The carrier had no sooner spoken these words,
than in spite of the hunger that devoured me, my
appetite forsook me dl of a sudden. | took it in my
head that | had eaten of a pretended rabbit, and
could no longer look a the ragout without making
wry faces. My companion did not cure me of this
conjecture, when he told me that it was a common
thing among the innkeepers of Spain, as well as the
pesirycooks, to substitute that quid pro quo. This
discourse, you see, was very consoling; and there-
fore, | had not the lesst inclination to return to the
ragout, nor even to touch the roast mesat, lest the
mutton might be as much sophidticated as the rabbit.
| rose from table, cursng the ragout, the landlord
and his inn; and lying down again upon my palet,
pased the rest of the night more quietly than 1 had
expected. Next mornirg earl¥, after "having pad
the landlord as handsomely as if | had been extremey
well trested, | departed from lllescas, my imagina
tion ill so full of the ragout, that | fancied every
animal which | saw was a cet.

, | arrived in good time a Madrid, where, as soon
as | had stisfied my carrier, | hired a smdl room
near, the Sun Gate. Mine eyes, though accustomed
to quaity, were dazzled by the great concourse of
noblemen, who usually appeared in the court end of
the town. | admired the Brodi)?ious quantity of
coaches, and the infinite number of gentlemen,
and lackeys who attended the great. My admiration
redoubled, when going to the King's reception, | behed
that monarch surrounded by his courtiers. | was
charmed at the sght, and sad within mysdf, " | am
no longer surprised a what | have heard, that one
cannot possibly concelve the magnificence of the
Court of Madrid, without being an eyewitness of it.
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I am overjoyed a my coming hither, where | foresee
| shdl be able to do something." All that | could
perform, however, was to contract a few unprofitable
uaintances. | gradually spent dl my money,
and thought mysdf very lucky in having an oppor-
tunity of bestowing mysdf with al rrP/ merit
upon a pedant of Sdlamanca, whom a family affair
had brought to Madrid, where he was born, and with
whom | grew acquainted by accident. | became his
factotum; and when he returned to the universty,
followed him thither.
, The name of ij new patron was Don Ignacio de
Ipifia; he assumed the Don, because he had been
preceptor to a Duke, who, by way of recompense
settled upon him a pension for fife; he enjoyed another
as emeritus professor of the college; and he drew
early from the public a revenue of two or three
undred pistoles, by the books of dogmatica mordity
which he printed.” The manner in which he com-
posed his works well deserves honourable mention.
He spent dmogt dl the day in reading Hebrew, Greek,
and Latin authors, and in writing upon small squares
of paper each apothegm or brilliant thought which
he met with.  Asthese squares werefilled, he employed
me to string them upon wire, in form of a garland,
and each garland made a volume. What a world of
bad books did we compose! Every month amost
we finished two volumes, and immediately the press
%roaned. with them. What was most surprising,
e published these his compilings as ormances
entirdly new; and if the critics thought proper to
upbraid him with having pill the ancients, he
would answer with most haughty assurance, Furto
laetamur in ipso™.

! A quotation from Jean Baptiste Santeul, Opera omnia
(Paridn's, 1729), ii, 120,
uin inscribendis sem) ia apta triumphis,
Soma lubens offert pgterT i n;grgmggt hOI’]OI’GSp
Arripite ; (hoc furto vates lagtamur in ipso)
Ausonidum spoliis Francos ornate triumphos,
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,He was dso a great commentator; and there
was s0 much erudition in his annotations that he
frequently made remarks on things scarce worthy to
be observed; and sometimes wrote upon his paper
squares es from Hesod and other authors,
very little to the purpose. That | improved my
understanding in the service of this virtuoso it would
be ungrateful in me to deny. | brought my hand-
writing to perfection, by dint of transcribing his
works. And as in treating me like a pupil, rather
than a vaet, he took care to cultivate my capacity;
he was a0 far from neglecting my moras. "Scipio
(he would say, when he heard of any piece of knavery
committed by a servant), beware, my child, of follow-
ing the bad example of that rogue; a vaet ought to
sarve his master with equal fiddity and zed." In a
word, Don Ignacio lost no occason of inculcatin
virtue in me; and his exhortations had such a g
effect, that | was never in the least temﬁted to play
him a trick during the fifteen months which | spent
in his house.

"I have ar observed that Doctor de Ipina
was originadly of Madrid, where he had a kinswoman
cdled Catdina, chambermaid to the Prince's nurse.
This waiting-maid, who is the same whom | since
made use of to procure Senor de Santillanas enlarge-
ment from the tower of Segovia, being desirous of
doing a good office for Don Ignacio, engaged her
misiress to ask a benefice for him from the Duke of
Lema That Miniger granted him a nomination to
the Archdeaconry of Granada, which being in a con-
quered country, Is in the gift of the King. We st
out for Madrid, as soon as we learned this piece of
news, the Doctor intending to thank his benefactresses
before his departure to Granada. | had more than
one opportunity of seeing and speaking to Catdina,
who was pleasad with my easy air and gay disposition.
For my part, | found her so much to my liking, that
I could not help making suitable returns to the little
marks of friendship which she bestowed upon me.
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In fine, we contracted a mutual attachment. For-
give this confesson, my dear Bestrice; as | bdieved
you false, that mistake ought to screen me from your
reproaches. ] . .

, Meanwhile, Doctor Don Ignacio preparing for his
departure to Granada, his refation and |, frightened
a the separation that threatened us, had recourse
to an expedient which preserved us from that mis-
fortune. | feigned mysdf sick, complained of my
head and breedt, and affected dl the wcrgptoms of a
a most violent disemper, My master “cdled a pfg-
sician, who having examined me with care, sincerdly
owned that my distemper was a very serious matter,
Iand that in dl likelihood | should keep my chamber a
ong time.

'The Doctor, impatient to be a his cathedral,
did not think proper to delay his departure, but took
another young man into his Service, leaving me to the
care of a nurse, with whom he ted a sum of
money, to defray the expense of my funeral if | should
die, or to recompense my service if | should recover
of my dissese As soon as | understood that Don
Ignacio was gone, dl my complaints vanished. 1 got
out of bed, dismissed my physician who had so much
penetration, and got rid of my nurse, who stole more
than haf of the money with which she had been
entrusted in my behaf. While | acted this part,
Catadlina performed another with her mistress, Dona
Anna de Guevara, whom, by persuading her that |
was admirgble in intrigues, she induced to choose me
for one of her agenis Madam Nurse, whom her
avarice adways dSimulated to" new undertakings,
having occasion for such people, received me into her
family, and in a little time put my abilities to the
proof. She gave me commisions which required
some address, and without vanity, | did not acquit

f amiss. Wherefore, she was as well pleased
with me, as | had cause to be dissatisfied with her.
This lady was so covetous, that she would not alow
me the leagt share of the fruits which she regped from
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my industry and trouble. She imagined that she
acted with great generosity in paying my wages
punctually. This excess of avarice would have soon
induced me to quit her service, had | not been retained
by the affection of Catdina, which kindling everyday
more and more, she proposed, in aformal manner, that
| should take her to wife.

, " Softly, my dear (said I), that ceremony can't
be performed between us so soon. | must first be
convinced of the death of a youn? woman who got
the start of you, and to whom (for my sns) | am
married.” " Not you, indeed (replied Catdina),
you only say so, to conced in a polite manner the
reluctance you have to wed me" In vain did | pro-
test that | spoke the truth. She looked upon my
sincere confesson as a shift; and being offended at it,
changed her behaviour towards me. We did not
quarrel, but our correspondence visibly cooled, and
we no longer retained for one another any other
sen(tjiments than those of decency and common re-

ard.

"At this juncture | heard that Senor Gil Bias de
Santillana, secretary to the Prime Miniger of the
Spanish monarchy, wanted a lackey; and this place
flattered me the more, as it was represented the most
agreesble one that | could possess " Senor de Sarnti-
llana (said people to me) is a person beloved by the
Duke of Lerma, and of conseguence cannot fail of
pushing his fortune a great way: beddes he is v
generous; S0 that in managing his affairs, you will
effectually improve yojur own.” | did not neglect this
opportunity, | went immediately, and presented
mysdf to Seficr Gil Bias, for whom at first aght | felt
a growing inclination, and who admitted me into his
savice on account of my physognomy. | did not
hestate in quitting the nurse for Mm, and, if it pleese
Heaven, he shdl be my last master.’

Here Scipio finished his history; then addressing
himsdf to me, 'Senor de Santillana (sad he), pray
witness for me to these ladies, that you have adways
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found me a zeslous and faithful servant. | have need
of your testimony to persuade them that the son of
Coxodlina has purged his mords, and that virtuous
sentiments have succeeded his vicious inclinations.’

'Yes, ladies (sad 1), this is what | can answer
for: if Scipio hi his childhood was a red picaro, he
has corrected his conduct so well since that time, that
he is now the modd of a perfect servant. Far from
having cause to blame his behaviour towards me, |
must own that | lie under great obligations to him.
The night on which | was apprehended, to be carried
to the tower of Segovia, he saved from uljﬁe and
secured a part of my effects, which he might have
appropriated to himsaf with impunity. He not.ongl
preserved my money, but aso, through pure friend-
ship, came and shut himsdf up with- me in prison,
preferring the melancholy pleasure of sharing my
sorrows to dl the charms of i '

THE END OF THE TENTH BOOK
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Gil Blas is overwhelmed with joy, which is disturbed by
a melancholy event. Such changes happen at
court as induce Santillana to go thither again

| HAVe dready observed, that there was great harmony
between Antonia and Beatrice; the last being used
to live like a submissive waiting-woman, and the other
habituating hersdf to act the mistress.  Scipio and |
were husbands of too much galantry, and too well
beloved by our wives, to be long without children:
they grew pregnant dmost at the sametime.  Bedtrice,
who was the first delivered, brought into the world a
girl; and afew days after, Antonia crowned my happi-
ness, in bringing forth a boy. | sent my secretary to
Vaenciawith this piece of news for the Governor, who
came to Lirias with Seraphina, and the Marchioness
de Pliego, to stand godmothers to the children, beg
plessed to add this token of affection to those | h
dready received. My son, whose godfather and god-
mother were that nobleman and the Marchioness, was
christened Alphonso ; and my lady governess, willing
that 1 should have the honour of being doubly her
gossp, stood with me for Scipio's daughter, to whom
we gave the name of Sergphina. o

Not only the people of my family were rejoiced at
the birth of emc?/ wn. The inhabitants of Lirias like-
wise cdebrated it by feasts, which showed that the
whole village partook of their mester's pleasure.
But das! our re;ou:mgs were not of long duration:
or rather, they were IS(())f8 a sudden converted into
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groans, waitings, and lamentations, an event
which more than twenty years have not able to
make me forget, and which will ever be present to m
thoughts: my son died, and his mother, thoug
safely ddivered, soon followed him; a violent fever
robbed me of my dear wife, fourteen months after we
had been married.  Let the reader conceive, if possble,
the sorrow with which | was seized. | fel into a
dtate of stupid dejection; and felt my loss so much,
that | seemed quite insensble. | was'in this condition
five or six days, during which | would take no sus-
tenance ; and had it not been for Scipio, | bdieve |
should ether have let m)éself die of hunger, or have
lost my reason entirely; but that dexterous secretary
found means to uile my grief, by conforming
himsdf to it: he made me swvalow broths, by the art
of presenting them with such a mortified lodk, as if
he gave them not so much with a view of preserving
myl_ ife, as of nursng my affliction. )
his affectionate servant, having written to Don

Alphonso an account of my misfortune, and the
deplorable situation in which 1 wes, that tender and
compassionate nobleman, that generous friend, re-
paired immediately to Lirias. | cannot without bei
melted recall the moment in which he present
himsdf to my view: , My dear Santillanal "(said he,
embracing me). | am not come hither to console
you; | am come to_mourn with you, for Antonia, as
\ég? would mourn with me, had fate robbed me of my
ergphina’  In effect, he shed tears and mingled his
Sghs with mine: so that, overwhelmed as | was with
sorrow, | had a lively sense of Don Alphonso's good-
ness

This Governor having had a long conference with
Scipio, about the means of vanquishing my grief,
they concluded that | must for some time be removed
from Lirias, where everything recdled incessantly
to my mind the image of my poor Antonia; upon
this, Don Caesar's son proposed to carry me with him
to Vdencia, and my secretary seconded him so well,
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that | yielded to his proposal. | left Scpio and his
wife at my house, ev%rIy part of which, indeed, served
only to increese my affliction, and s&t out with the
Governor. When [ arrived at Valencia, Don Caesxr
and his daughter-in-law spared nothing to divert
my chagrin; they entertained me by turns with dl
the amusements that seemed proper to dispd it;
but in spite of dl their endeavours, | continued, as
much as ever, plunged in the most profound melan-
choly. It was not Scipio's fault, that | did not resume
my tranquillity: he came often from Liriasto Vaencia,
to know how | was, and returned sad or gay, as he

rceived me more or less disposed to receive conso-
aion.

One morning, entering my chamber, , Sir (said he
with grest emotion), there is a report in the city,
which interests the whole kingdom; it is sad that
Philip 1ll is no more', and that the Prince, his
on, is now upon the throne; nay more (added he),
that the Cardind Duke of Lerma has logt his post?,
that he is even forbid the court, and that Don Gaspar
de Guzman, Count de Olivares, is now Prime Minister.'
| felt mysdf agitated by this piece of news, without
knowing wherefore; and Scipio perceiving it, asked
if 1 was anyhow affected by this great change. , Why
should it affect me, my child ? (sad !?. | have quitted
the court, and ought to look with indifference upon al
the changes that can happen there!’

, For a man of your ?e (replied the son of Cosco-
ling), you are very much detached from the world,;
were | in your place, | should have a longing desire
to go to Madrid, and show my face to the young
monarch, to se if he would remember me: thisis a
pleasure in which | would induldgae mysdf., 'l under-
gand thee (sad 1); thou wouldst have me return to
court, and try fortune anew, or rather to grow am-
bitious and covetous again.' , Why should your morale

L Philip HI died on March 31, 1621 _

2 The chronology is confused. . Lerma fell in 1618, and
wassucceeded by Uceda: see Book X1, Chapter viii, p. 335, n.
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becorrupted ? (answered Scipio). Havemoreconfidence
in your own virtue; | will andwer for your conduct;
the wholesome reflections which you made upon the
court, during your disgrace, will screen you from the
perils of it: ré-embark boldly upon a s, the shods
of which you are so well acquainted with.'
fIaIterereésad I,_mterruptgg him_with a smlie); art
thou tired of seeing me lead a quiet life ? | thought
thou hadst a greater regard for my repose’ ,
In this part of our conversation, Don Caesar and his
son coming in, confirmed the news of the King's death,
as wel &S the Duke of Lermas misfortune; they
moreover, told me that this Minister having ask
leave to retire to Rome, it was refused, and he was
ordered to regg]to his marquisate at Denia; then, as
if they had in concert with my secretary, they
advised me to go to Madrid, and present mysdf to
the new King, since | was known to him, and had even
done him such service as the grest aways recompense
with plessure, ' Asfor my.Part (said Don Alphonso),
| don't doubt but he will be grateful, and that
Philip IV will pay the debts of the Prince of Span.
"I am of the same opinion (said Don Caesar), and look
upon Santillanas journey to court as an occasion for
him to arrive a great preferment.’ ]
"Truly, gentlemen (cried 1), you dont consider
what you say; to hear you, one would think | had
nothing to do but repair to Madrid, in order to have
the golden key or some government conferred upon
me: you are mistaken ; | am, on the contrary, persuaded
that the King would take no notice of ‘my person,
were | to present mysdf to his view: | will do it, if
you desre, in order to dissbuse you.! The noblemen
of Leyvatook me a my word, and | could not help
f\)/rloml_sng that | would immediatdy st out for
adrid. ~ As soon as my secretary saw me determined
on thejourney, he felt an immoderate joy: he imagined
that | should no sooner appear before the new monarch
than that Prince would distinguish me in the crowd,
and load me with honours and wealth: thereupon,
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feeding his fancy with the most splendid 6himeras, he
raised me to the first offices of the State, and preferred
himsdlf by the help of my eevation. .

| got ready, therefore, to return to court, not witfe
a view of sacrificing again to fortune, but to satisfy
Don Caesar and his son, who imagined that | should
soon posess the favour of my sovereign.  True it is
| mysdf felt at bottom some desire of trying if the
young Prince would know me a%am: attracted b
this emotion of curiosity, without hope or design of
reaﬂ ng any advan%_e from the new reign, | departed
with Scipio, for Madrid, leaving the care of my house
to Bestrice, who was an excellent economist.

CHAPTER I

Gil Bias arrives at Madrid, and appears at court: the
King remembers and recommends him to his Prime
Minister. The consequence of that recommenda-
tion

WE reached Madrid in less than a week, Don
Alphonso having accommodated us with two of his
best horses, that we might make the greater dispatch;
and we dighted at a furnished house where | lodged
before, belonging to Vincent Forrero, my old landlord,
who was very glad to sse me again.

As this was a man who piqued himsdf upon knowing
everything that happened, both at court and city, |
aked if there wes anything new. A Ofgreem ‘man
things (answered he): since the deeth of Philip II,
the friends and partisans of the Cardind Duke of
Lerma have bedirred themsdves to maintain his
Eminence in the Ministry; but ther efforts have
been ineffectual: the Count de Olivares has got the
better of them dl. Itis said that Spain loses nothing
by the change, and that the new Prime Minigter has
agenius of such vast extent, that he is ale to govern
the whole world: heaven preserve him! at is
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certain (added he), is that the people have conceved
the highest opinion of his capacity; and we shal
e in the end whether the Duke of Lermais wel or
ill replaced.’ Forrero having thus opened, gave me
an account of dl the changes which had been made
at court, since the Count de Olivares steered the helm
of the monach?/. ] _

Two days after my arrival & Madrid, | went to
court hi tne afternoon, and put mysdf in the King's
way, as he went into his closet: but he did not look
a me: | returned next day, to the same place, but
was not more fortunate. ~ The third time, he cast
his eye upon me, as he passed, but seemed to take no
notice of my person; whereupon | came to a deter-
mination, and said to Scipio, who accompanied me,
' Thou seest that the King does not remember me, or
if he does has no mind to renew the acquaintance: |
believe it will not be amiss for us, to s&t out upon our
return to Vaencia' 'Not so fast, ar (replied my
secretary); you know better than |, that success a
court is only to be obtained by patience; don't cesse
showing yoursdf to the Prince; by dint of persever-
ance hi gppearing before him, you will oblige him to
condder you more atentively, and to recdl the
features of his agent with the fair Catdina.

That Scipio might have nothing to reproach me
with, | had the complaisance to continue the same
conduct during three weeks; and one day, a length,
the monarch, struck with my ?pearance, ordered me
to be cdled in, and | entered his closet, not without

rest disorder, to find mysdf te-a-tite  with my
erdign. , Who are you ? (said he). | remember
your face, but cannot recollect where | have seen you.'
* Sr (answered |, trembling), | had the honour to con-
duct your Mgesty, one night, with the Count de
Lemos to the house of- 'Oh! | remember it
(sdd the Prince, interrupting me), you were secretary
to the Duke of Lerma, and if | am not mistaken, your
name is Santillana. | have not forgot that you served
me with abundance of zed on the occason, and that
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you were very ill rewarded for your pains; were not
You imprisoned for that adventure ? |, Yes, dr (sad
), | was gx months in the tower of Segovia, whence
your goodness delivered me' ' That (answered ne)
does not acquit me of the obligation; it is not enough
to st you at liberty, 1 ought to recompense you for
the misfortune which you suffered for love of me'

Just as the Prince had pronounced these words,
the Count de Olivares entered the dosst. A favourite
takes umbrage at everything: he was astonished to
find a stranger there: and the King redoubled his sur-
priseby saying to him: , Count, | recommend this young
man to you; employ him in some or “other,
and take care of his advancement. he Minister
affected to receive this order with a gracious look,
eyeing me from head to foot, and very anxious to
Know who | was. ' Go, friend (sad the monarch to
me, making a dgn for me to retire), the Count will
not fail to employ you in an advantageous manner,
both for my service and your own interest.’

| immediately quitted the closet, and_rejoined the
on of Coscoling who, extremely impatient to know
what the King had said to me, remained in the utmost
agitation. He asked me forthwith, whether we must
return to Vaencia or say a Court ? ' Thou shat
judge' (sad 1): then | overwhelmed him with joy, by
recounting to him, word for word, the short conversa
tion which | had with the King. ' My dear master
(said Scipio to me, when he heard it), will you dis-
trust my almanacs again® ?  Confess that the Lords of
Leyva and | were not to blame, in exhorting you to
take a trip to Madrid. | dready s you In some
eminent post.  You will become the Calderon of Count
de Olivares’ |, That is not at dl what | wish (said |,
interrupting him); 1 have no ambition for a place
which is environed with so many precipices. | would
rather have an employment in ‘which | should have
no occasion to do injustice, or carry on a shameful

.1 PrendreZ'Vous une outre foia de mea almanacs?=Will
you mistrust my forecasts another time ?
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traffic of my Prince's favours: after the use | made
of my past credit, | cannot be too much upon my
uard againg avarice and ambition 'Come, dr
?rephed my secretar.y%, the Minigter will give you
some good pogt, which you may fill without ceasing
to be an honest man.' o

More urged by Scipio than by m&/ own superiority,
| went next day to the house of Count de Olivares,
before sunrise, having been informed that every morn-
ing, in summer and winter, he gave audience by candle-
light. | modestly took my dation in the corner of
the hall, whence | narrowly observed the Count
when he appeared; for | had but a superficia view of
him in the King's closst. He was tdler than the
middle size, and might have passed for a fat man, in
a country where we see none amost but lean people:
his shoulders were so high, that | thought him hunch-
backed, though he was not so: his head, which was
@(tranglci Iarge, hung down upon his breast; his hair
was black and straight, his visage long, his complexion
of an olive colour, his mouth sunk in, and his chin
peaked and turned upwards at the end.

All this together could not make a very handsome
appearance; nevertheless, as | bdieved him to be
well di towards me, | looked upon him with a
favourable eye, and even found him agreesble  True
it is he treatéd everybody with an affable and pleasant
ar, and very egracmusly received the memorials which
were presented to him: and this seemed to supply the
place of agood person. Meanwhile, when | advanced
In my turn to sdute him, and make mysdf known, he
darted a rude and threatening look at me; then
turning his back, without deigning to hear me re-
turned into his closst. | now thought him more
ugly than he was naturaly, went out of the hdl, very
much confounded at an unfavourable reception,
and did not know what to think of the matter.

Having rejoined Scipio, who waited for me at the
door, 'Dog thou know (sad 1) what reception |
have met with ? ,No (answered he), but it is not
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difficult to guess: the Minigter, ready to conform him-
sdif to the pleasure of his Prince, has doubtless offered
you some considerable employment.” |, There you are
mistaken' (I repllg, telling him at the same time in
what manner | had been received. Having listened
attentively, he said, , The Count must have forgotten
you, or mistaken you for somebody else; | advise you
to wait on him again, and | am sure he will treat you
with another sort of look." | followed my secretary's
advice, and presented mysdf the second time, before
the Minister, who treated me gill worse than et firgt,
frowned a me, as if the sight of me had given him
pain, turned his eyes another way, and retired without
spesking one word. . . )

| was touched to the quick by his behaviour, and
tempted to depart immediately for Vaencia: but
this Soipio did not fail to oppose, being unwilling to
renounce the hopes which he had conceived. , Dogt
thou not see §§a|d | to him) that the Count wants to
remove me from court ? The King has expressed
to him some regard for me, and that is sufficient to
bring upon me the averson of his favourite; let us
yidd, m¥ child, let us yidd with a good grace to the

er of such a formidable foe' 'Sir (answered he,

Incensed against the Count de Olivares), | would not
%0 essly quit m¥ round; | would go and complain
to his Majesty of the little regard which the Minister
shows to his recommendations’ 'Bad counsd, my
friend ésaid [); if 1 should take that imprudent Step,
| would soon repent it; nay, | believe | run some risk
in tarrying in this city., ~

My secretary began to weigh these words, and con-
sdering that we had actually to do with a man who
might make us revidt the tower of ia, he par-
took of my fear, and no longer my desire of
quﬂtll’é? Madrid, whence | resolved to move the very
next day.
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CHAPTER 1lI

Gil Blas is hindered from executing his resolution to
leave the court, and receives an important piece
of service from Joseph Navarro

ON my return to my lodging, | met my old friend
Joseph Navarro, clerk of the kitchen to Don Bal-
thazar de Ziiniga. | went up to him, saluted him, and
asked if he knew me, and if he would ill he_sogoqd
as to spesk to awretch who had repaid his friendship
with ingratitude. ' You confess, then (sad he), that
ou have not used me extremely well 7' 'Yes
answered |); and you have a right to load me with
reproaches: | deserve them dl, it | have not aready
expiated my crime by the remorse which attended it
"Since you have repented of your fault (replied
Navarro, embracing me), | ought no longer to remember
it 1, on my part, huggedgoseph in my arms; and
we resumed our former sentiments for each other.
He had heard of my imprisonment, and the dis-
order of my affairs, but was ignorant of what followed.
| informed him of dl, and even recounted to him the
conversation | had with the King, not conceding the
bad reception | had met with from the Minigter, no
more than my d@%n of retiri n% again to my solitude.
, Beware of 90|n?.t ither (said he), since our monarch
has expr a friendship for you: it must certainly
be of some service. Between you and me, the Count
de Olivares has a very singular disposition, and is
full of whims. he sometimes, as on this occasion, acts
in a very unaccountable manner; and nol but
himsdf has the key of hisirregular behaviour. Findly,
whatever reasons"he may have for receiving you in
this manner, sick dose to the business, he will not
hinder you from profiting by the Princgs bounty;
thisis what | assure you: | will mention it this evening
to Sefior Don Balthazar de Zuniga, my master, who
is uncle to the Count de Olivares, and shares with him
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the cares of Government., Navarro having told me
this, asked a direction to my lodging: and so we

to me next day, ' Senor de Santillana (said he), you
have a protector in my master, who will favour you
with his support. On account of the good character
which | gave of you, he has promised to spesk in your
behdf to his nephew, the Count de Olivares, whom |
hope he will prepossess in your favour. My friend
Navarro, who did not serve me by halves, introduced
me two days after to Don Balthazar, who said to me
with a courteous look, , Senor de Santillana, your
friend Joseph has spoken so well of you as to enga%e
me hi your interests’ | made a profound bow to
Senor de Zuniga; and answered that | should dl my
life have a lively sense of the obligation | lay under to
Navarro, for having procured for me the protection of
a Miniger who was justly styled 'the light of the
Council!  Don Bathazar, this flattering reply,
d&)ped me on the shoulder, saying with a gmile
' You may 8q again to-morrow tothe reception of the
Count de Olivares, with whom you will be better
satisfied than before! o

| appeared, therefore, the third time before the
Prime Minister; who, having diginguished me in the
crowd, honoured me with a smiling look, from whence
| conceived a good omen. |, This goes well (sad | to
myself): the uncle has made the nephew hear reason.’
| 'now expected a favourable reception; and my
expectation was fulfilled: the Count, after having
given audience to everybody, sent for me to his closd,
where he sad to me, with a familiar air, ' Friend
Santillana, forgive me for having thrown thee into per-
plexity, for my diverson;, | plessed mysdf with
giving thee uneasiness in order to try thy prudence,
and s what thou wouldst do in thy “chegrin. |
don't doubt that thou thoughtest | was dioleased
with thee; but, on the contrary, my child, | own |
liave a liking to thy person. Though the King, my

ed.
It was not long before | saw him agzlain. Coming
a
Wi
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measter, had not ordered me to take care of thy for-
tune, | should have done it through pure inclination.
Beﬂd&; my uncle, Don Bathazar de Zuniga, to whom
I can refuse nothing, has desired me to look upon thee
as one for whom he interests himself: this is enough
to determine me in thy favour., This declaraion
made such a strong impression qun my senses, that
they were quite dlsor ered. rev mysdf at the
feet of the Minister, who havi ng bid me rise, went on
in this manner: ' Come hither again this afternoon,
and cal for my steward, who will impart to thee the
orders | shdl give him.! So saying, his Excellency
went out to hear Mass, as he usudly did every day,
after having given audience; and then repaired to
the King's lever.

CHAPTER IV
Gil Blas acquires the love of Count de Olivares

| DID not fail to return in the afternoon, and cdl for
the steward, whose name was Don Raymond
| no sooner told him my name, than, saluting me with
rest demonstrations of respect, ' Sefior (sad he),
ollow me, if you please: | will conduct you to the
apartment which is destined for you in this house'
S0 saying, he caried me by a little stair to a range
of five or sx rooms, which com the second story
of one wing of the house, and which were very plainly
furnished. ' This (sad he) is the lodging which his
Grace apﬁoints for you; and here you will have a
table with dx covers maintained a his ex
You will be served by his own domestics, and there
will aways be a coach a your command. This is
not al (added he), his Excellency has ordered me to
treat you with the same respect, as if you were of the
family of Guzman.! , What the deuce is the meaning
of dl this (sad | to myself) ? How am | to under-
stand these digtinctions ?  Is there not some mischief
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at bottom ? and is it not for his diverson that the
Minister gives me such honourable treatment 7 While
| was in this uncertainty, fluctuating between hope
and fear, a pa?e came_and told me, that the Count
wanted me. [ went instantly to his Grace, who
being done in his closet, ' Wdll, Santillana %S&Id he),
art thou satisfied with thy apartment, and the orders
which | have gg(en to Don Raymond ? ' The good-
ness of Your Excdlency (answered I) seems to me
excessive; and | receive it with fear and trembling.'
, For what reason (said he) ? Can| do too much honour
to a man whom the King has recommended to my
care? No, indeed; | do no more than my duty in
tresting thee in an honourable manner: be not, there-
fore, surprised at what | do for thee; and be assured
that a solid and splendid fortune cannot escape thee,
provided thou art as much attached to me as thou
wast to the Duke of Lerma. But with regard to that
nobleman (added he), | have been told that you lived
in great familiarity with him. | am curious to know
how you two became acquainted, and what employ-
ment” you exercised under that Minister: disguise
nothing: | indst upon hearing the whole truth." |
then remembered my perplexity with the Duke of
Lerma, in the same case, and in what manner | extri-
cated m%self: and this | practised again very success-
fullyh; It)lat is g%dsay, in m;sll_nﬁtrlratlon I %)tenet:ﬂ_the
rough places, passed dightly over those things
which did not much redound to my honour: | likewise
gpared the Duke of Lerma; though in doing otherwise
| should have better plessed my hearer. As for Don
Rodrigo de Cdderon, | gave him no quarter, but
discdosed dl the fine strokes which | knew he struck in
%he traffic of commanderies, governments, and bene-
ices,

_, What you tel me of Caderon (sad the Minigter,
interrupting me) is conformable to severd memorids
which nave been presented againg him, and which
contain heads of accusaion “&ill more important.
His tria will soon come on; and if you wish his down-
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fall, 1 believe your desire will be satisfied” ' | dont
desire his death' (said ), though it was not his faullt,
that | found not mine in the tower of Segovia, where
he was the cause of my being imprisoned for a good
many months' 'How! (cried his Excellency) was
Don Rodrigo the cause of thy imprisonment ? this is
what | did not know. Don Bdthazar, to whom
Navarro recounted thy history, told me that the late
King ordered thee to be confined, as a punishment for
having carried the Prince of Spain to a suspected
place, in the night; but | knew no more of the matter ;
and | can't conceive what part Caderon could play
in the piece’ , The part of a lover who revenges an
injury received’ (answered 1). | then told him the
whole adventure, which he thoue?ht so diverting, that,
grave as he was, he could not help laughing, or rather
weeping with mirth. He was Infinitely amused at
Catdina, sometimes niece and sSometimes grand-
daughter, as well as at the part which the Duke of
Lerma had acted hi the affair. .

“When | had finished my narration, the Count
dismissed me, saying, that he would not fail to find
me some employment next d%. | ran immediately
to Zunigas house, to thank Don Bathazar for his
good offices, and to tel my friend Joseph how well |
was with the Prime Minister.

CHAPTER V

The private conversation which Oil Bias had with
Navarro, and the first business in which he was
employed by the Count de Olivares

As soon as | saw Joseph, | told him with some agita-
tion that | had a great many things to communicate:
upon which, he carried me to a private place; where,

L Rodrig200 Cdderon was arested a Valladolid on,
February 20, 1619: he was executed & Madrid on,
O(itSOqu 21, 1621 "
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after having informed him of what had happened,
| aked his opinion of the matter. "My opinion
(answered he) Is that you are in the way of making
a vast fortune: everything smiles upon you: you are
agig_eeeble to the Prime Minister; and anothér thing
which may turn out to your advantage is that | can
do you thé same service which you received from my
uncle Mdchor de la Honda, when you first entered
the family of the Archbishop of Granada. He spared
you the trouble of studying the prelate and his principal
officers, by disclosing their different characters to you
a once; and | will; after his example, make you
uainted with the Count, the Countess his wife,
and Dona Maria de Guzman their only child. )

' The Minister has a quick, penetrating genius,
capable of forming grand designs. He sets up for a
universal man, because he has a smal tincture of
every stience, and bedieves himsdf able to decide in
everything. He imagines himself a profound |awyer,
a grest captain, and a most consummate politician.
Add to this, heis so intoxicated with his own opinions,
that he always follows them, rather than those of
others, that he may not seem beholden to the under-
dsanding of any man. Between you and me, this
defect may have strange conseguences, from which
Heaven protect the monarchy. He shines in the
council by a natural eloguence; and he would write
as wel & he spesks, if, in order to dlgnlfy his style,
he did not affect expressons which render it stiff and
obscure. He is besdes very whimsical, capricious,
and chimericd. So much for his head, As to his
heart, he is generous and friendly. He is sad to be
vindictive: but what Spaniard is otherwise ? He is
a0 accused o ingratitude, in beln‘g_the occasion of
exiling the Duke of Uceda and the friar Luis Aliagar;
to whom, dpeople sa%/ he had great obligations: but
this is pardonable; the desire of being Prime Minister
prevails over every other sentiment.

, Dona Agnes de Zufiiga y Veasco, Countess de

! See Book X!, Chapter viii, p. 335, nn. | and 2.
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Olivares (continued h), is a lady who has no fault
that | know, but that of sdling her favours at a high
price Asfor DonaMariade Guzman, who is without
contradiction, this day the richest match in Spain;
she is an acoognéalimed young lady, and the idol of
her father: mode your behaviour accordmgIY: be
assiduous in making your court to these two ladies,
and appear still more devoted to the Count de Olivares
than you were to the Duke of Lerma, before your
ourney to Segovia; in which case, you will certainly
me a personage of rank and power. _

, | likewise advise you (added he) to wait upon
my master, Don Balthazar, from time to time ; though
you have no need of him for your advancement, don't
neglect him: he has a very good opinion of you at
present; Prese_rve his friendship and esteem, ‘which
may be of service to you upon some occasion or other.!
, As the uncle and nephew (said 1) are both concerned
in the ministry, is there no jealousy between the two
colleagues ? * On the confrary (answered he), they
live together in the grestes harmony™. Had it not
been for Don Bdthazar, the Count de Olivares,
perhaps, would not have been Prime Minigter: for, in
short, after the death of Philip III, dl the friends
and partisans of the house of Sandoval® exerted them-
sves very much; some in favour of the Cardind,
and others in behaf of his son: but my master, who
was the most subtle among the courtiers, and the
Count as cunning as he, broke dl their measures, and
took such effectual steps to secure that place, that their
antagonigts were quite foiled.  The Count de Olivares,
when he became Minister, shared the administration
with his uncle, Don_Bdthazar, to whom he left the
care of sovereign affairs, reserving al domestic concerns
to himself: so that, by these means strengthening the
ties & friendship which ought naturally to unite persons
of the same blood, these two noblemen, independent

! Ther partnership did not last long, however, for
Balthazar de Ztiftiga died in 1622

Sandova wasLermas family name.
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of one another, live in such good correspondence, as
to me seems unalterable’ _

Such was the conversation | had with Joseph; by
whose information | hoped to profit: after which,, 1
went to thank Senor de Ziiniga for his goodness
towards me.  He told me very politely that he would
seize every occason of befriending me; and that he
was very glad to find me satisfied with his nephew;
to whom, he assured me, he would agan in
my favour: resolving at least (he said) to convince
me that he had my welfare at heart; and that, ingead
of one patron, | had two. It was thus that Don
Balthazar, out of friendship for Navarro, interested
himsdlf in my behalf. _ )

That very e\/mlngr_l quitted my hired room, to go
and lodge at the Prime Minister's house, where |
supped with Scipio, in my own apartment. There
we were served by the domestics of the family, who,
while we ate our victuas with an affected gravity,
laughed, perhaps, within themselves, &t the respect
which they were commanded to show. When the
table was uncovered, and they were retired, my
secretary, laying asde his condraint, sad a thousand
diverting things, which his gay dispogition and sanguine
hopes inspired. As for me, although ovgoyed a
the brilliant Stuation in which | saw myself,” | felt
mysdf no longer digposed to be dazzled by it: but,

ng to bed, dept soundly, without giving way to
the agreesble idess with which | might have enter-
tained” my fancy; wheress the ambitious Scipio
enjoyed little repose, but passed the haf of the night
gler hora](dlng up money for the portion of his daughter

ina

| had scarce got on my clothes next morning, when
| was sent for by his Grace; who, when | came before
him, sad to me’ ' Well, Santillana, let us see a speci-
men of what thou cangt do: thou sayest the Duke of
Lerma employed thee in abridging memorias. | have
got one, which | intend for thy first esssy. The sub-
ject of it is this: it must be a performance to pre-
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posess the public in favour of my ministry. | have
aready privgtely Soread a report t.¥1at I fora/nd affairs
in very great disorder: the busness therefore, is
to expose to the eyes of both Court and city the
miserable condition to which the monarchy is reduced.
We must, on this subject, draw a picturé which will
drike the fpeople, and hinder them from regrettin
the loss of my predecessor. After that, you mu:
aaol the me_asur&sI which Ihhavgo taken toﬂrendtsa'rq_ his
's reign glorious, his dominions flourishing,
angﬁtg wbjegts pgerfectlﬁl happy.' E
His Grace having spoke in this manner, gave me a
paper, containing the just causes the nation had to
complain of the preceding Administration, summed up
in ten articles, the least of which, | remember, was
sufficient to darm dl g aniards: then shuttin
ffi adarm dl good ds. then sh
gt1e|_|n adosletggéom[[ng to his own, he left m; to Woéll
iberty. an to comPose my memoria as w
as | could: | firgt of al eﬂ:ribea/the bad condition
of the kingdom, the finances exhausted, the roya
revenue engrossed patisans, and the marine
entirely ruined. | then demongrated the faults
committed by those who had governed the State,
under the last reign, and the terible conseguences
which méght proceed from these faults. In short, |
represented the monarchy in danger, and so sharply
cenaured the former Minigter, that, according to my
memorial, the loss of the Duke of Lerma was a great
happiness for Spain. To say the truth, though |
harboured no resentment against that nobleman, |
was not sorry to do him this good office.  Such is the
disposition of man! . .
In fine, after a frightful picture of the misfortunes
which threatened Spain, | encouraged the minds of
ple making them concelve fair hopes of the
uture. 1 made the Count de Olivares speek like &
saviour sent from heaven, for the sdvation of the
State: | promised mountains and miracles: in a word,
| entered so well into the views of the new minister,
that he seemed surprised a my performance; which,
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when he had read to an end, , Santillana (said he),
dogt thou know that thou hast composed a morsd
worth?; of a Secretary of State ? | am not surprised
that the Duke of Lerma employed thy pen; thy
style is concise, and even elegant; but | think it is a
little too natural.” He then pointed out the places
which were not to his taste, atering them with his
own hand; and | perceived, by his corrections, that
he loved (as Navarro had told me) obscure and far-
fetched expressons. Neverthdess, though he was
resolved to have nobleness, or rather conceits, in his
diction, he preserved two-thirds of my work: and, to
show how well he was satisfied with my capacity, sent
to me, by Don Raymond, three hundred pistoles, as
a dessrt at dinner.

CHAPTER VI

The use to which Gil Bias put his three hundred pistoles;
and his charge to Scipio : with the success of the
above-mentioned memorial

THIS favour of the Minister furnished Scipio with a
new opportunity of congratulating my return to
Court.  'You see (said he) that fortune has grest
designs in your favour. Are you now sorry for
having quitted your solitude ? Long life to the Count
de Ohvaresl He is quite another sort of a patron
than his predecessor. The Duke of Lerma, though
you were so much attached to him, let you languish
severd months, without giving you one pistole;
whereas, the Count has ar bestowed upon you a
gratification, which you could not have expected till
after long service.

Clowi sadded he) that the Lords of Leyva were
witnesses of the happiness which you enjoy, or at
leest made acquainted with it "It is time, Indeed,
for them to know it (answered I), and | was just going
to talk to thee about the matter. | don't doubt that
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they are extremely impatient to hear from me; but
| waited until | should see mysdlf settled in some shape
or other, and be able to inform them pogtively
whether ‘or not | should stay a Court. Now that |
am fixed, thou mayst st out for Vadencia when thou
wilt, to inform those noblemen of my present situa
tion, which | look upon as their own work, since it is
certain, that, had it not been for them, | should never
have determined upon my journey to Madrid. , My
dear magter (cried the son ‘of Cocaling), how happy
will they be, when | recount to them what has hap

E)/medto ou! Would I were aready at the gates of
alencia'y but | shdl be there vé..gywon: [931 Al-

phonso's two horses are ready: | will sgt out imme-
diately with one of his Gracés lackeys, for, besdes
that T shal be.ﬂlad of a companion on the road, you
llwov\ét people will be dazzled by the livery of the Priime

iniger.

| could not help laughing at the ridiculous vanity
of my secretary; though vainer ill, perh than
he, 1"let him do as he desred. 'Go (sad 1), and
return as soon as possible; for | have another com-
misson to give thee: thou must go to Asturias
with money for my mother: | have, through negli-
gence, let the time pass, on which | promised to remit
a hundred pigtoles to her, and which thou didst under-
take to deliver with thy own hand. These sorts of pro-
mises from a son outght to be so sacred that | upbraid
mysaf with my want' of punctuaity. ' Sr (answered
S |02, in sx weeks | will brlnP you an account of
both these commissions;, | will" converse with the
Lords of Leyva, make a tour to your country-h'»use,
and revisit the city of Oviedo, which | never rémember,
without wishing three-fourths and a hdf of its in-
habitants at the devil.' Upon this, | counted out to
the son of Coscolina one hundred pigtoles for m
mother's pension, with a hundred more for himsdf,
that he might agreegbly perform the long journey
which he had undertaken.

A few days after his departure the Count sent
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our memorid to the press; and it was no sooner pub-
lished, than it became the subject of al conversation
inMadrid. The people, dways pleased with any novelty,
were charmed with the performance; the low ebb of
the finances, which was painted in lively colour:

incensad them againgt the Duke of Lerma; and i

the strokes of the quill, which that Minister received,
were not applauded by everybody, at least they met
with abundance of approbation.

As for the magnificent promises made by the Count
de Olivares, and, among others, that of defra¥1| ng the
national expense, by a prudent economy, without in-
commoding the subjects; they dazzled the citizens in
generd, and confirmed them in the grand opinion
which they had aready entertained of his capacity:
%0 that the whole city echoed with his praise. .

That Minigter, overjoyed to see the accomplish-
ment of hisam, whichinthat book had been to acquire
the public affection, was resolved to deserve it effectu-
dly, by a commendable action, which should be
sfvicedble to the King. For this purpose he had
recourse to the invention of the Emperor Galba;
that is to make those who had enriched themsdlves,
the Lord knows how, hi the administration of the
finances, regorge their wedth. When he had drawn
from those the blood which they had sucked,
and filled the coffers of the King, he undertook to pre-
serve it, by suppressing dl pensons, not even except-
ing his own, as wdl as the gratifications that were
%yen out of the King's exchequer. To succeed in
this design, which he could not execute without
changing the face of Government, he employed me
in composing a new memorid, the substance and form
of which he dictated. He then enjoined me to rise,
as much as | could, above the ordinary simplicity of
mg dyle, and give more dignity to my expressons.
, Enough, my Tord 15ad 1), your Excelency shdl
have, as you desire, splendour wedded to sublimity.” |
shut mysaf up in the same doset where | had com-
posd the firdt, and there went to work, after having
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invoked the eogquent genius of the Archbishop of
Granada. )

| began by representing that we could not be too
careful” in preserving the money which was in the
treasury, and which ought to be employed only in
the emergencies of the State, as being a Sacred fund,
reserved on purpose to keep the enemies of nin
ave. Then | demondrated to the King (for the
memorial was addressad to_him), that in taking away
al the pensons and gratificaions with which the
revenue was saddled, he should not, for al that,
deprive himsdf of the pleasure of rewarding those
subjects who should deserve his favour; since, without
touching his treasure, he was in a condition to bestow
upon them great recompenses: that for some, he had
V|cerq¥alt|a governments, orders of knighthood,
and military employments; for others, commanderies,
and pensons upon them, titles, magistracies; and,
hi fine, &l sorts of benefices for those who are conse-
crated to the Church.
~ This memorid, which was much longer than the
first, took me up near three days; and, luckily, |
composed it to the taste of my master; who, finding
it written with emphasis and Stuffed with metaphors,
loaded me with gpplause. , | am vg;y wdl satisfied
with this (said he, pointing to the most tumid places),
these are well-stamped expressons.  Courage, friend';
| foresee that thou wilt be of great service to me'
Neverthdess, in spite of the applause of which he waa
s0 prodigd, he did not fail to retouch the memorid.
He insarted a good dedl of his own, and composed
piece of eloquence which charmed the King and the
whole Court. The city joined its approbafion, con-
ceived a happy omen of the future, and flattered itself
that the monarchy would resume its ancient lustre
under the ministry of such aman.. -

His Excdlency, seeing that this piece did him a
great ded of honour, was willing that | should reap
some fruit from it, in consideration of my share in the
composition: he accordingly bestowed up(le/lnsme a
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pension of five hundred crowns upon the commandery
of Cadtile; which was the more agreesble to me, as
it was not wickedly, though essily, got.

CHAPTER VII

By what accident, in what place and condition, Gil Blas
found his friend Fabricio; and the conversation
that happened between them

NOTHING gave more pleasure to the Count, than to
know the opinion which the people of Madrid had of
his conduct in the Ministry. He asked everyday,
what people said of him ; and even maintained spies,
who brought him an exact account of what passed in
the city. They reported to him every word which
they heard; and as he ordered them to be sincere, his
self-love suffered sometimes; for the people have an
intemperance of tongue which has no respect of
0ns.

When | percelved that he was pleased with these
reports, | employed mysdf every afternoon in gcggg
to public places, and joining conversation with g
company. When they spoke of the Government, |
listened ‘with attention’; and if thef/ sad anything that
deserved to be retold to his Excdlency, | did not fail
to inform him of it: but it must be obsarved, that
I neéer reported anything which was spoke to his
prejudice.

ne day, as | returned from one of these places,
passing by the door of a hospitd, | felt an inclination
* to enter. " | walked through two or three wards full
of dck people abed, and surveyed everything around
me. Among these unfortunate people, whom | could
not behold without compassion, | was struck wich
the appearance of one, who, | bdieved, was my old
friend and comrade Fabricio. That | might have a
more distinct view of him, | approached his bed;
and having no longer any reason to doubt that it was
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the poet Nunez, stopped a few minutes to consider
him, without speaking ; while he, recallecting me dso,
ed me in the same manner. At length,” bresking
dlence, ' Sure (sad 1) my eyes deceive mel is this
actualy Fabricio whom | ‘meet in this place? ' The
very same (answered he coldly): and thou hast no
cause to be surprised at it.  Since | left thee, | have
ever exercised the business of an author: | have com-
posed romances, comedies, dl kinds of works of
genius. | have run my race, and am now at the
hoapitall.’ ) )
|"could not help laughing at these words, and €D
more a the srious ar with which they were pro-
nounced. , How! (cried I) has thy muse brought thee
to this place ? Hath she’played thee this villainous
trick 7, Thou seest it is s_oa{he replied): this house
is the retreat of many a wit. Thou hast done well,
m?/ child, to take another road; but, methinks, thou
art no longer a court, and the face of thy affairs is
changed: nay, | remember to have heard, that thou
wast imprisoned by order of the King' ' True (sad
), the charming Stuation in which I"'was when we
parted, in alittle time after was followed by a reverse
of fortune, which robbed me of my wedlth and liberty:
nevertheless, my friend, thou me again in a more
flourishing, state than ever, 'Tha 1s impossble
(cried Nutiez), thy apparel is fruga and plain; and
thou hast not that vain and insolent ar which prosperity
usualy gives' ' Misfortune (answered ) hath purified
my virtue; and | have learned in the ‘'school of ad-
versg to enjoy riches with moderation.’. )
) T Inr)ne tﬁg (cnedb Fati%nclo, sfartmg tu;)a mh a(’rj[l
ransport), what may be thy employment ? w
business dost thou follow ? art thou not steward to
some ruined grandee, or opulent widow? 'l have
a better pogt (I' replied); but thou must dispense with
my teling thee more a present: | will satisfy thy
curiosity another time; | will now only let thee know,
that | am in a condition to as3g thée, or rather, to

! 'See Book X, Chapter i, p. 215, .
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make thee easy for life, provided thou wilt promise
to write no more works of ?emus either in verse or
prose. Dogt thou feel thyself capable of making such
asacrificetome ? , | have aready made it to Heaven
(said he), during a severe distemper of which | am just
cured. A Dominican father has made me abjure
Poary,. as an amusement which, if not crimind, at
esd “diverts the mind from the pursuit of wisdom
and virtue.'

" | congratulate thee, my dear Nunez (answered |) :
but beware of a rdapse’” , That | am in no fear of
(he resumed): | am firmly resolved to abandon the
muses: and when thou earnest into the ward, was just
composing an eternal adieu to them hi verse' ''Mr.
Febricio (said I, shaking my heed), | don't know if
the Dominican and | dare trust to your abjuration,
you seem 0 furiously enchanted by these learned
damsas' |, No, no (answered he), | have broken off
adl connexion with them; nay, more; | have con-
ceved an averson for the public, which does not
deserve that authors should consecrate their works to
it: | should be sorry if 1 could produce anythin
that would please it.” Don't imagine (continued he
that this language is dictated bK passion: | speak in
cold blood. 1 equally despise the agpplause and hisses
of the public, which one does not know how to manage.
It is so capricious, that it does not think two days
one way. What fools are those dramatic writers
who are vain of the success of their performances!
Whatever noise the%/] make by their novelty, if they
are brought upon the dage twenty years after, they
are for the most ﬁart very ill recaved. The present
8enerat.|on. taxes the past with want of taste, and its

eterminations are contradicted by those of the next.
From whence | concluded that those authors who ara
now applauded will be hissed by poderity. It is
the same thing with regard to romances, and other
amusing books, which,” though at first they meset
with general agpprobation, insensbly snk info con-
tempt.  That honour, therefore, which we reap from
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the good success of our works, is nothing but a mere
chimera, an illusion of the brain, afire of straw which
evaporaes in smoke. ] _
hough | was wel convinced that the Asturian
poet spoke this from passon only, | did not seem to
ceveit; but sad to him, ' I am overjoyed to find
hee diggusted with bel esprit, and radicdly cured of
therageof writing. Be assured that | will immediately
procure for thee an employment in which thou may§
enrich thysdf, withou bem(I; a a grest expense of
genius’ , So much the betfer ! (cried he).. Genius
ginks in my nogrils, and | now look upon it as the
mogt fatal present that Heaven can bestow upon man.’
, | wish, my dear Febrl_u%rg replied), that thou mayst
ill IrL)Irteser}[/e thetse sentlrrll S. I_{ )Ilou_ﬁJersst in your
resolution to qui , | repest it, 1 will soon procure
for thee an ﬁor]oﬂ(r)g)% and lucrative post; bBt until
| can do thee this service (added |, g|vm? him a purse

of sxty pigtoles), pray accept of thissmdl token of my
friendship.’

" O generous friend! (cried the son of Barber Nufiez,
trangported with gratitude and joy). . What thanks do
| owe to Heaven for bringing thee into this hospitd,
which | will leave this véry day, by thy assstance!
And he_ actudly ordered himsaf t0 bé transported
into a hired lodging. But, before we parted, 1 told
him where | lived, and invited him to come and see
me, as soon as he should be perfectly recovered. He
seemed, extremely surprised when | told him that |
lodged in the house of the Count de Olivares. ' Thrice
happy Gil Biad _%sad he), whose fate it is to be a
Miniger's favourite! | rejoice at thy good fortune,
snce thou usest it so well.
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CHAPTER VIII

Gil Blas becomes more and more beloved by his master.
cipio returns to Madrid, and gives an account of
hisjourney to Santillana.

THE Count de Olivares, whom henceforth | shdl cdl
the Count-Duke, because the King was pleasad about
this time to honour him with that title, had a foible
which | discovered, very much to my own advantage,
and this was a desire of being beloved. As soon as
perceived that anyone atached himsdf to him
through inclination, he immediately conceived a friend-
ship for that adherent.

I took care not to neglect this observation. | was
not contented with barely doing what he commanded.
| executed his orders with such demonstrations of zed,
as quite won his heart. | studied his taste in dl
things, that 1 might conform mysdf to it; and antici-

ed his desres as much as | could.

By this conduct, which seldom fails of success |
insensbly became the favourite of master, who on
his part, as | myself had the same foible, gained my
whole soul, by the marks of affection which he bestowed
upon me; and | indnuated mysdf so far into his
favour, that | a length shared his confidence with Senor
Carnero, his chief secretary.

Canero had practised the same method of bein%;
agreesble to his Excellency, and succeeded so wdll,
that he was entrusted with the myderies of the
Cabingt. That secretary and | were the two confi-
dants of the Prime Minigter, and the depostaries of
his secrets; with this difference, that he spoke to
Carnero of nothing but State affairs, and conversed
with me on his own private concerns only; by these
means making as it were two Separate departments,
with which we were both equally satisfied, we lived
together without jealousy, as without friendship. |
had cause to be pleesed with my stuation, which
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?:iving me continud opportunities of being with the
ount-Duke, | was always at hand to observe the very
bottom of his soul, which he, though naturaly dis-
sembllrg, ceased to conced from me, when ne no
longer doubted the sincerity of my atachment.

"Santillana (said he to me one day), them hast
sen the Duke of Lerma enjoy an authority, which
looked more like the power of an absolute monarch,
than that of a favourite Minister: neverthdess, | am
dill more lucky than he was, even a the highest
point of his fortune. He had two formidable enemies
in the Duke of Uceda his own son,, and in the confessor
of Philip I11°. Wheress, | see not one person near
the King, who ,has credit enou?h to hurt me, nor even
one whom | suspect to be my foe!

, It is true, indeed (continued he), that when | came
to the ministry, | suffered none to be near the Prince,
but those who were connected with me, ether by
blood or friendship. | have by viceroydties or
embasses got rid of dl those noblemen whp by ther
persond merit might have acquired some portion of
my Sovereign's favour, which | was resolved entirely
to posess o0 that | may now safely say, no grest
man takes umbrage at mé( credit. Thou seed, Gi
Bias (added he), that | disdose my heart to thee
As | have reason to think thee entirdly devoted to
me, | have chosen thee for my confidant. Thou dost
not want understanding; art (I beieve) modes,

rudent, and discreet; in a word, thou seemest proper
or executing twenty sorts of commissons, which

! Crig6bd de Sandova, Duke of Uceda, was the
f|?ure~head of the mtn%e orgaggga%jgans Lerma by
Onvarea and Zuftiga. ~Uceda _his father on
October 3, 1618; he' was dismissad on A&nl 22, 1621, and
digd & Alcda de Henares on May A, .

The confessor was Aliaga : Se Book IX, Chapter vii,
p. 194, n. His chief dlies in the cabd againgt Lerma
were the Queen, Madre Mariana de Sen Jose (the Mother
Abbess of the Convent of the Incarnation a Madrid),
Uceda, and the Franciscan Juan de Santa Maria.
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require ayoun? man of extensive understanding, who
is a the same time in my interests’ ]

| was not proof againg_the flattering images which
these words raised in my imagination. ~ Some vapours
of avarice and ambition mounted into my brain,
and awaked in me those sentiments over which |
thought | had gained a complete triumph. | pro-
tested to the Minigter that | would answer hisintentions
with all my power ; and | kept mysdlf ready to execute,
without scruple, dl the commissions with which he
should think proper to entrust me.

While | was thus disposed to raise new dtars to
fortune, Scipio returning from his journey, sad, , |
have not a tedious narration to make. The Lords
of Leyva were charmed when | told them the
reception you met with from the Klnﬁ, when he
knew you, and with the behaviour of the Count de
Olivarés' o _

Here | interrupted Scipio, saying, , You would
have given them 4ill more pleasure, my friend, could
K.ou have told them on what footing I am now_ with

is Grace. The rag(dég/ of the progress which |
have made in his lency's heart; since thy de-
parture is dtogether prodigious! ' God be prased !
my dear master (answered he), | foresee that a splen-
did degtiny awaits us' , Let us waive this subject
sd 1), ad tak of Oviedo. Thou hast been at
Asturias; in what condition didst thou leave my
mother 7 ' Ah, sr! (he replied, assuming al of a
sudden a melanchol¥ look) | have nothing but afflict-
ing news for you from that quarter., O Heaven !
(cned(l).dmy mother epts c;amtahnly %%%i'la'ijx r%onms

0 (sad ‘my secretary) the” g pad the
fr?_bute of Nature, as wel as your uncle, Sefior
Gil Perez! ]

| wes deeply affected with my mother's desth,
athough in my infancy | had never received from her
those caresses” which are necessary to make children
grateful in the sequd. | likewise paid those tears
which | owed to the good Canon, for the care he had
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of my education. My grief, indeed, did not last long,
but soon mellowed info a tender remembrance which'|
have aways preserved of my parents.

CHAPTER IX

How and to whom the Count-Duke married his only
daughter, with the hitter fruits which that marriage
produced.

SOON éfter the return of Coscolinds son, the Count-
Duke fel into a profound reverie, in which he re-
mained for the space of eight whole days. | imagined
that he was meditating some great stroke of politics;
but the subject of his musing regarded his own family
only. ' Gil Blas (sad he to me one afternoon), thou
must_have perceived that | am a good dedl perplexed
in mind. Yes, my child, | am wholly engrassed by
an affair upon which the repose of my life depends,
and | will impart the secret to thee. )

' Dona Maria, my daughter (continued he), is now
marriagesble, and her heart is disputed b?/ a great
number of noblemen. The Count de Niebla!, edest
son of the Duke of Medina Sidonia, chief of the famil
of Guzman, and Don Luis de Haro, ddet son
the Marquis de Carpio and my own sdter, are the two
candidates who seem best entitled to the preference:
epecidly the lagt, who merit o much
superior to that of his rivals, that dl the Court per-
suade themsdves | shal make choice of him for my
sor-in-law.  Nevertheless, without entering into the
reasons which | have to exclude him, as well as the
Count de Niebla, | will tell thee that | have cast m
eyes on Don Ramiro Nunez de Guzman®, Marquis de

! This name is given as ' Niebles in the origind, and
the migprint was reproduced by the trandetor.
This young man (afterwards Duke of Medina de las
Torres) has been identified as the Tirs of Lope do Vegas
edogue entitled Fttis, and therefore as the seducer of
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Tord, and chief of the family of Guzman de Abiados:
to this young nobleman, and the children which he
shdl have by my daughter, | intend to leave my whole
estate annexed to the title of Count de Olivares, to
which | will join the qudity of Grandee: so that, my

rand-children and their descendants proceeding from
the branch of Abiados and that of Olivares, wiQ pass
for the eldest of the Guzman family.

" Well, Santillana (added he), dost thou not approve
of my design 7 'Pardon me, sir (answered |), the
project is worthy of the genius that formed it; | am
only afraid that the Duke of Medina Sidonia will
murmur a it ' Let him murmur, if he pleases (re-
sumed the Miniger), | shal give mysdf very little
trouble about that. | don't love his branch, which
hath usurped the birthright and titles thereunto
attached, over the house of Abiados. | shdl mind his
complaints less than the chagrin of my dger the
Marchioness of Carpio, in seeing her son disappointed
in his expectation of my daughter. But, after dl, |
intend to please myself, and it is aready decided that
Don Ramiro shdl prevail over dl hisrivas'

The Count-Duke having taken this resolution, gave
a new mark of his s’eggular palicy, ikr: puttingbietginto
prectice.  He presented a petition to the King, begging
that he and the Queen would be pleased to bestow his
daughter in marriage, describing the characters of
the noblemen who were in pursuit of her, and leaving
the choice entirdly to their Majesties; but he did not
fail, in spesking of the Marquis de Tord, to show
that he was the most agreesble of them dl. Where-
upon, the King, who had a blind complaisance for his
Miniger, returned this answer:

Lope's daughter Antonia Clara in 1634: see Jos6 |bero
Ritas y Canfranc (the pseudonym of Francisco Asenjo
Barbiefl), Ultimas amores de Lopé de Vega Carpio (Madrid,
1876), 115 But good ressons for r%ectln this _theo_r}y
are given by Professor Hugo Albert Rennert in his Life
of Lope de Vega (Glasgow, ), 367-368. '
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"I believe Don Ramiro Nunez worthy of your
daughter, Dona Maria; neverthdess, take your own
choice. The match which will suit you best will be
the most agreegble to me.

' THE KING!

The Miniger affected to show this answer; and pre-
tending to look upon it as his Prince's order, made
hagte to marry his dwgﬂter_ to the Marquis de Toral;
an event that ve?/ much displeased the Marchioness
do Carpio, as well as the Guzmans, who had nattered
th veswith thehopeof an aliancewith DonaMaria.
Neverthdess, as they could not hinder the marriage,
they affected to celebrate it with greet demonstrations
of joy. One would have thought the whole family
was charmed with the occasion; but the malcontents
were soon revenged in a manner very melancholy for
the Count-Duke. Dona Maria in ten months brought
forth a daughter, which died in the birth, and in a
few days after fdl hersdf a victim to death. What a
loss was this for a father, who (to use the expression)
had no eyes but for his daughter; and who saw in
this event the miscarriage of his design, of taking the
right of seniority from the branch of Medina Sidonia
He was so much affected that for some days he shut
himsdf up, and would see nobody but me, who, con-
forming mysdf to his immoderate grief, seemed as
much aflicted ashe. To tdl the truth, | made use of
this occasion to shed fresh tears to the memory of
Antonia.  The resemblance which her desth had to
that of the Marchioness de Tord burst open again the
wound which was but imperfectly cured, and renewed
my affliction so much, that the Minister, overwhemed
as he was with his own sorrow, could not help being
gruck with mine. He was adonished to sse me
enter so warmly into his chagrin. ' Gil Blas (sad he
one day, percaiving me plunged in the most melan-
choly sadness), it is a swest” consolation for me to
have such a sympathizing confidant.’ ' Ah! my lord
(answered 1), giving to him dl the honour of my afflic-
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tion), | must be very ungrateful and hard-hearted
indeed, if | did not Sincerdly sympathize with your
Grace. How can | condder that you mourn the Igss
of a daughter of accomplished merit, whom you
tenderly loved, without mingling my tears with yours ?
No, my lord, | am so sengble of your goodness, that
as long as | live | shall always share in your pan as
well as pleasure.

CHAPTER X

Gil Blas by accident meets the poet Nunez, who tells
him that he has composed a tragedy, which is
|mmed|ate|¥_ to be represented on the Prince's
Theatre. The bad success of that piece, with the
surprising good luck which attended its fall

THE Minister began to be consoled, and | of conse-
quence to resume my good humour, when one eveni ng
I"went out &l aone to take the air hi my coach, an
met in my way the Asturian poet, whom | had not
seen since he “quitted the hospitd. He being very
well dressed, | took him into the coach, and we drove
together to St Jerome's Meadow.

"Mr. Nunez (sad | to him), | think mysdf very
lucky in havi 2&; met you by dhance, otherwise | should
not have had the plessure——' ' No reproaches,
Santillana (sad he with precipitation), | sincerey
own that | had no intention to vist you, and you
shdl hear the reason. You promi me a
Poa, provided | should abjure poetry; and | have
ound a very substantid one, on condition that |
make verse. | have accepted this latt, as most suit-
able to my humour. A friend of mine has intro-
duced me into the family of Don Bertrand Gomez del
Eibero, tressurer of the Kings gdleys. This Don
Bertrand, who wants to have a wit in his pay, finding
m¥ versfication very brilliant, has chosen me prefer-
ably to five or sx authors who offered themsdves
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as candidates for the employment of his private secre-

tary.*

o | am very glad to hear it, my dear Pabricio (said |),
for this Don Bertrand is in al “appearance very rich.'
"Rich! (answered he) they say he has such immense
wedlth, that he cannot count’it. Be that asit will,
my office is this; as he piques himsdf upon being
galant, and would pass for a man of gemus, he keeps
a literary correspondence with severd very inghtly
ladies, and | lend him my pen to compose hillets filled
withwit and humour. I write for him, inverseto one,
in prose to another, and sometimes hi person carry
the letters, to show the multiplicity of my taents!

' But thou hast not told me (said 1) what | chiefly
desre to know; art thou wdl paid for th%.eﬁlstolary
epigrams 7 ' Very largey (he replied). Rich people
are not aways generous, and | _know some of them
who are mere scrubs, but Don Bertrand uses me ver¥
nobly. Over and above two hundred pigoles o
fixed wages, | frequently recdve from him smadl
gretifications, which put me in a condition to act the
gentleman, and pass my time agreesbly with some
authors who are, like me, enemies to care’ ' But
(I resumed) has thy treasurer taste enough to relish
the beauties of a work of genius, and to perceive its
faults 7 ' Not a dl (answered Nuftez), though he
can tak specioudy, heis by no means a connoisseur.
He 3|V$ himsdlf” out, however, for another Tarpa,
decides boldly, and supports his opinion with such
loudness and” obgtinacy, that generdly when he dis-
putes, his antagonist is obliged to yield, in order to
avoid the shower of ill language with which he is wont
to overwhelm his opf)onents‘

" Thou mayst well bdieve (pursued he) that | am
very cautious of con'_tradmtmgbgm, whatever cause
he gives me for so doing; for besdes the disagreeshle
epithets which | should certainly bring upon mysdf,

might possibly be turned out of doors. |1, theréfore,
prudently applaud what he praises, and disgpprove of

! The senior censor of the Collegium Poetarum in Rome.
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everything which he condemns. By this complais
ance, which cods me nothing, because | posess the
art of accommodating mysdf to the characters of those
who can befriend me, | have gained the friendship and
esteem of my patron, He has engaged me to com

a tragedy on a subject which he suggested. | have
accordmg[jv1 finished' it under his eye; and if it suc-
géusds, | shal we one part of my ‘glory to his good

ice.

| asked the title of this tragedy, and he told me it
weas cdled the Count de Saldana’, informing me at
the same time that it would be represented in three
days_ at the Prince's Theatre. * | wish (answered 1)
that it may have a great run, and | have such a good
opinion of thy genlus as to hope it will.' ' | hope so
too (said he), but there is no dependence upon such
hope, so uncertain are authors of the fate of a dramatic
piece’ At length the first day of its representation
arrived; and as | could not go to the play, being
hindered by a commisson | had to perform for his
Grace, dl that | could do was to send Scipio thither,
that | might at least know that very evening the
suceess of a performance in which | inferested mysdf.
After having waited with impatience, | saw™ him
return with a look from which | conceived a bad
omen. ' Wl (said I), how hath the Count de Saldana
bexn received by the public? 'Vey brutdly (an-
swvered he); never was piece more barbaroudy used.
| came away incensed a the insolence of the pit.
"And| (said ) am incensed at the madness of Nufiez, in
composing plays. Must he not have logt his judgement
entirdy, to prefer the ignominous shouts and hisses
of an audience, to the happy lot which | could have
procured for him ?  Thus through friendship did |
Inveigh againg the Asturian poet, and afflicted mysdf

! There exists a play so entitled, ascribed to Alvaro
Cubillo de Aragon, an author who flourished between
1625 and 1660: the First Part of the Conde de Saldana is
preserved in a suelta, while the Second Part is printed
In De los mejores e mgjor (Madrid, 1660).
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a the misfortune of his piece, while he exulted in the
event.

Two days after, he actually came to my house in a
transport of 10%. ' Santillana (cried he), | am come
to share with thee the extreme pleasure which | fedl.
In composing a bad play, my friend, | have made m
fortune. Thou knowest the strange reception whi
the Count de Saldana met with; dl the spectators
exclamed againg him, as if for a wager, and to that
genera exclamation | owe my good fortune.'

Agonished to hear the poet NurSez talk in that
manner, , How! Fabricio (sad 1), is it possble that
the fall of thy tragedy can justify this thy immoderate
joy ? ,Yes sure (answered he), | told thee before,
that Don Bertrand had inserted some of his own
composition in my piece, which in consequence he
thought excdlent.  He was violently piqued to find
the spectators of a different opinion, and this morning
sd to me, , Nufiez, Victrix causa Diis placuit, sea
victa Catoni': if the public is displessed with thy
production, in recompense, it pleasess me; and that
Is enough. To console thee for the bad taste of the
age, | will give thee two thousand crowns a year on
my estate ; let us go instantly to my notary, and have
the deed drawn.’, We went thither accordingly, the
treasurer has sgned the deed, and paid me the first
year advance.

| congratulated Fabricio on the unhappy fate of
the Count de Saldana, sinceit had turned out so much
to the author's advantage. , Thou hast reason (con-
tinued he) to compl'ment me on that occasion; how
hagi:)y am | in having been soundly hissed! if the
public had been kind enough to honour me with
goplause, what service should [ have received from it ?
Nothing of consequence. | should have got but a
very moderate sum for my labour, wheress its hisses
have dl of a sudden made me essy for life!

! | ucan, Pharsalia, I, 18
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CHAPTER XI

Santillana obtains an employment for Scipio, who'
departs for New Spain

MY secretary could not without envy look upon the
unexpected good fortune of the poet Nunez, which
was the sole subject of his discourse during eight
wholedays. , 1 r_nlre(_sadha%?_the caonceof ortune,
that sometimes delights in loading a detestable author
with wealth, while she leaves men of gemusm misery;
| wish shewould take it in her head do to enrich me
in the space of one night,, 'That may very well
happen Eaald 1), and much sooner than you imagine.
Thou art here in her temple, for | think we may cal
the Prime Minister's house the temple of fortune,
where favours are often bestowed, which al of asudden
enrich those who obtain them." ' That is true, dr
(answered he), but they must be waited for with
patience’ , Once more,” Scipio (said 1), make your-
sf easy; perhaps you are on the point of having
some good post.” A few days after, an opportunity
actually offered of employing him advantageoudy in
the service of the Count-Duke, and | did not let it

Discoursng one morning with Don Raymond
Caporis, steward of the Prime Minigter, our conversa
tion turned upon his Excelency's revenues. ' His
Grace (said he) enjoys the commanderies of al the
military orders, which are worth forty thousand
crowns per annum, and he is obliged to wear the Cross
of Alcantara only. Beddes his three posts of Great
Chamberlain, Master of the Horse, and Grand Chan-
celor of the Indies, bring in two hundred thousand
more; and dl that is nothing in comparison to the
immense sums which he draws from America. | will
tell you how: when the King's ships set sail from Seville
or Lisbon for that country, he embarks on board of
them wine, ail, and corn, which his estate of Olivares
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affords, and he pays no duty. He s these commo-
dities in the Indiesfor four times the price which they
would yidd in Spain, then employs the money in pur-
chasng spices, coIoursh,md_other things which' are
bought for dmost nothing in that new world, and
aftefwards are sold a a high rate in Europe.  He has
aready got many millions by this traffic, without domc};
the |ée prgudice to the King. What will no
surprise you (continued he) is, that the people em-
ployed in transacting this commerce aways return
enriched, the Count dlowing them to take care of thejr
own fortune, while they manage his'

Coscolinds son, who ligened to our discourse, could
not hear Don Raéranond talk thus, without mterruptl ng
him. ' Zooks! Sdior Caporis, | should be glad to be
one of these people, for | have long wished to see
Mexico. ' Your curiosity will soon be sdtisfied (said
the steward to him) if Sénor de Santillana has no ob-
jection to your desre.  Though | am very nice in the
choice of those whom | send to the Indies on this
employment (for | choose them all), | will, without
hestetion, insert you in my regider, if your master
desires it.” ' You'will obligé me’in so domg (I sad to
Don Raymond), pray give me that mark of your
friendship. Scipio iS a young man whom | |ove;
besdes, he has a great dedl of Understanding, and will
behave in an irreproachable manner. Ina word, |
can answer for him asfor mysdf. ] )
_, If that be the case (resumed Caporis), let him repair
immediately to Seville, the ships will sal for the Indies
in a month. He shdl have a letter from me at his
departure, for a man who will give him dl necess
indructions to enrich himself,” without prejudicing
the interests of his Excdlency, which must ‘ever be
looked upon as sacred.

ngo, charmed with his employment, made haste
to sa out for Saville_ with a thousand crowns which
| gave him, to buy wine and ail in Andalusia, and put
him in a condition to trade in the Indies on his own
bottom. Nevethdess, glad as he was to make a
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voyage by which he hoped to profit so much, he could
not leave me without shedding tears, and | could not
behold his departure with indifference.

CHAPTER XII

Don Alphonso de Leyva comes to Madrid; the motive
of his journey. Gil Blas is afflicted at the cause,
but rejoices at the consequence of it

SCIPIO was scarce gone, when a |page belonging to the
Minister brought to me a billet containing these
words, , If Saior de Santillana will give himsdf the
trouble to cdl a the sgn of . Gabrie in Toledo
Street, he will there see one of his best friends!  © Who
can this anonymous friend be? (said | to mysdlf).
Why does he conced his name ? Hewants, | suppose,
to give me the plessure of surprise’ | went out
immediately to Toledo Street, and going to the ap-
pointed place, was not a little astonished to see Don
Alphonso de Leyva. , Are you here, my lord ? (cried
). ,Yes my dear Gil Blas (answered he, hugging
me dose hi his arms), it is Don Alphonso himself whom
you see' 'What brings you to Madrid? }sald ).
| will both surprise and afflict you (he replied), in
telling the cause of my journey. 1 am deprived of the
government of Vaencia, and the Prime Minister has
ordered me to court, to give an account of my conduct.'
| remained a whole quarter of an hour mute and
thunderstruck, then recovering myself, asked what
he was accused of., , | know nothing of the matter
(answered he), but impute my disgrace to a visit which
| made about three weeks ago to the Cardinal-Duke of
IDerma, who has been a month confined to his cadtle of

enia

, O truly (sad I, interrupting him), you have
reason to aftribute your misfortune to that indiscreet
visit; you need sek for the cause of it nowhere
dse; and give me leave to say, you did not consult
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your usua prudence, when you went to vigt the dis
F(%raced Miniger." , The error is now committed (sad
€), and | have taken my resolution with a good grace.
I will retire with m%/ family to the cadle of Leyv%
where | will spend the rest”of my days in profoun
Peece Age%ham gl\hes mﬁt co,&lx:ersr;, is nﬁ/ being obli I
0 oreahau inister, who m

tre§) Pr?% uncivilly. E_s)lljfficient mortific%i/oﬁ )ell
Spaniard! nevertheless it must be borne; but before
I would make this submission, | was willing to spesk

with you.'

,My lord (said 1), don't present yoursdf before the
Minider, until | know what you are accused of;
perhaps the evil is not without remedy.  Be that as it
will, you must dlow me, if you pleass, to exert myself
in your favour, as much as gratitude and friendship
require’ So saying, | left him at the inn, assuring
him that he should hear from mesopon.

As | had not meddied in State affairs since the two
memorids, of which eloquent mention has been made,
| went to Carnero, and asked if it was true that_the

overnment of Vaencia had been taken from Don

Iphonso de Leyva.  He answered in the affirmative,
but said he was ignorant of the cause  Upon this, |
formed a resolution, without hestation, to address
mysdf to his Grace, that | might learn from his own
mouth what cause he had to complain of Don Caesar's
0N

| was so much penetrated with this troublesome
event, that | had no occeson to affect a melancholy
look to gppear afflicted in the eyes of the Count-Duké.
"What is the matter, Santillana ? (said he as soon as
he saw me) | perceive an impression of sorrow on thy
countenance, and even the tears ready to drop from
thine g&: hes anybcgy injured thee ? spesk and
thou shadt be revenged’ °, My lord ganswered N
weeping), | could not conced my sorrow from you if
| would: 1 am quite in despair, being told that Don
Alphonso de Le{]va, isno longer Governor of Vaencia;
for | could not have heard a piece of news that would
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affect me more’ ,What sayes thou, Gil Blas ?
(replied the Minister astonished). What concern canst
thou have with this Don Alphonso and his govern-
ment 7 | then gave him adetail of dl the obligations
| lay under to the Lords of Leyva: and afterwards
recounted in what manner | had obtained from the
Duke of Lerma, the government hi question, for Don
'S on

S SoN.

When his Excdlency had heard me to an end,
with an atention full of kindness for me, he sad,
, Dry up thy tears, my friend. | not only was ignorant
of what thou hast told me, but own dso that | Tooked
uPon Don Alphonso as a creature of the Cardinal-Duke
of Lerma put thyself hi my place; would not the
vist which he made to his Eminence make thee sus-
ﬁect_ him? | am willing to believe, however, that

aving received his employment from the Cardind,
he took that step out of pure gratitude. | am sorry
for having displaced a man who owed his post to
thee; but If | have destroyed thy work, | can repair
it. | will even do more for thee than the Duke of
Lerma did: thy friend Don Alphonso was no more
than Governor of the city of Vaencia, and | will
make him Viceroy of the 'kingdom of Aragon: thou
mayst go and inform him of this ﬁsece of news, and
dedre him to come and take the oaths.

When | heard these words | passed from the ex-
tremity of grief to an excess of J.oy, which disturbed my
intellect so much, that r isorder appeared in the
compliment of thanks which | made to his Grace, who
was not, however, diolessed &t my confusion. But
when | told him that Don Alphonso was dready at
Madrid, he sad | might introduce him that very day.
| ran immediately to the S Gabrid, where Don
Caesar's son was overjoyed to hear of his new employ-
ment; he could scarcé believe what | sad, so im-
probable did it ssem to him, that the Minister, what-
ever friendship he had for me, was capable of bestowin
vice-roydties on my recommendation. | conduct
him to the Count-Duke, who received him very politely,
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and told him, ' He had behaved so wdl in his govern-
ment of the city of Vaencia, that the King thinking
him quadlified to fill a higher place, had named him to
the viceroyalty of Aragon. Besides (added heR, that
dignity is not above your birth, and the nobility of
Aragon cannot murmur &t the choice of the Court.'
is Excdlency made no mention of me, and the

public never knew the part which | acted in this affair :
a circumstance that saved Don Alphonso and the
M_m;]stiﬁr a great many w\t}ncal rer’Parks tgﬁt people
mi ave passed upon a Viceroy of my making.

gs 00N as Doanm's so%y was )ée_rtain _gf the
R_Iace, he dispatched an express to Vaencia to inform

is father and Seraphina of his good fortune, and
they soon came to Madrid: their first care was to find
me, and overwhelm me with thanks. What a movin
and glorious sight wasit for me, to see mysdlf embr,
with” eegerness by the three persons’in the world
whom | loved most! As senshle of my zed and
affection as of the honour which the post™of Viceroy
did to then" family, their expressons of gratitude to
me were infinite ; they even spoke to me as to one of
their own rank; they seemed to have forgotten that |
was ther servant; and thought they could never
enough manifest their friendship.  To Suppress usdess
circumgances, Don Alphonso. having received his
letters patent, thanked the King and his Miniger,
and having taken the usua oahs, st out with his
family from Madrid, to go and fix his abode a Sara
gossa, where he made his entrance with al possble
magnificence; and the Aragonians showed by their

amdtions that they were very wel pleassd with

the Viceroy whom | had set over them.
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CHAPTER XIlI

Gil Blas_meets Don Gaston de Cogollos, and Don Andrea’
de Tordesillas at the palace. The conclusion of
the story of Don Gaston and Dona Helena de
Galisteo. Santillana does an important piece of
service to Tordesillas

I WAS overjoyed at having so luckily changed a dis-
laced Governor into a Viceroy: even the Lords of
eyva were less pleased @ it than | was. | soon had

another opportunity of emplc()}ngf) my credit for a
friend; which | think | should refate to persuade the
reader that | was no longer the same Gil Blas who

sold the favours of the Court under the preceding

Minigtry. ) ] ]

Being one day in the King's antechamber, dis
coursing with noblemen, who, knowing my situation
with the Prime Minigter, did not disdain my conversa-
tion ; | perceived in the crowd Don Gaston de Cogollos,
that State prisoner whom | had left in the tower of

Segovia; and the keeper, Don Andres de Tordesllas,

dong with him. | immediately quitted my company

to go and embrace these two friends, whom, if they
were agtonished to see me there, | was ill more o to
meet in that place. After some warm hugs on both
ddes Don Gaston said to me, ' Senor de Santillana, we
have a world of questions to ask mutually, and this is
not a convenient place for that purpose: dlow me to
conduct you to a house where Sefior de Tordesllas
and | will be glad to have a long conversation with
you/ | consented to this proposa; we squeezed
through the crowd, and going out of the paace, found

Don Gagton's coach waiting for us in the street; we

went into it dl three, and were driven to the grest

market-glaoe where the bull-fights take place, and

there los lived in a very handsome house
' Senor GIl Blas (said Don Andres, when we were et
in a hal magnificently furnished), at your departure
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from Segovia you seemed to hate the Court, and to be
resolved to remove from it for ever.! ,That was
actually design éansmered ), and 0 Iong as the
late K|ng ived | did not change my sentiments; but
when | understood that the Prince, his son, wason the
throne, | was willing to see if the new monarch would
know me again; he did recollect me, and | had the
good fortune to be favourably recaived; he himsalf
recommended me to the Prime Minister, who has con-
ceived a friendship for me, and with whom | am in
gill greaster favour than ever | was with the Duke
of Leema This, Senor Don Andres, is what | had to
tel you. Now, pray, let me know if you are ill
keeper of the tower of Segovia? ' No, indeed (he
replied): the Count-Duke has put another in my
place; hi dl probability, believing me wholly devoted
to his predeoessor.' ' And asfor me (said Don Gaston),
| was st at liberty for a quite contrary reason. The
Prime Miniger no sooner learned that | was im-
prisoned at ovia, b the Duke of Lermaa order,
than he ordered me to e discharged: it now remains,
Senor Gil Blas, to inform you of what has happened to
me since | have been enlarged.

, The first thing | did (continued he) after having
thanked Don Andrei for his kindness to me during
my confinement, was to repair to Madrid, and present
myself before the Count-Duke de Olivares, who said to
me, " Don't be afraid that the misfortune which hath
happened to you will in the least prejudice your repu-
tation : you are now fully justified: and | am the more
convinced of your innocence, because the Marquis de
Villarea, whose aocomﬂllce you were suspected to
be, was not guilty; for, though he is a Portuguese, and
even rdated to the Duke of Br. anza, he is not so
much in his interests as hi those of the King my master.
Your intimacy with that Marquis is therefore, no
reﬂroach upon you j and in order to repair the injustice

ich you suffered, in being accused of treason, the
King has bestowed upon you a lieutenancy in the
Spanish Guards" | accepted the commission, begging
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that his Excellency would allow me, before | should
enter upon my duty, to go to Cona and vist my
aunt, Dona Eléonora de Laxarilla  The Minister gave
me I(lagk/efor almonth, ﬁgg L\Isgadygnjt' pg%m ar|1| by
one ey only: we r menar,
and were en in a hollow road, between two
mountains, when we perceived a cavaier defending
himsdf valiantly against three men who attacked him
al together. | did not hesitate, but rode to his succour,
and put myself onhissde. | observed whilewe fought
that our enemies were masked, and that we had to do
with vigorous swordsmen: however, in spite of their
strength” and skill, we remained conquerors, for |
pierced one of the three, who fell from his horse, and
the other two immediately betook themsevas to
flight. The victory, indeed, was not much less fatal
to us than to the wretch whom | had killed; since,
after the action, my companion and | found ourselves
dangeroudy wounded. But you may guess what was
my surprise when in this cavaier | recognized Com-
bados, the husband of Dona Helenal He was no
less astonished when he saw that | was his defender:
" Ah, Don Gaston! (cried he) wasityou, then, who came
to my assigance ? 'When you so generously espoused
m%/ cause, you little thought it was that of the man
who deprived you of your misress” " | was redly
ignorant of it (ahswered Q but had | known you, do
vou imagine that | should have scrupled to do what |
have done ? Are you so much mistaken in me as to
think me so base?" " No, no (he replied), | have a
better opinion of your virtue; and if | die of the
wounds which | have received, | hope yours will not
hinder you from prof|t|n% by my death" " Com-
bados éﬂd 1), athough 1 have 'not yet forgotten
Dofia Helena, know that | don't desre to enjoy her,
a the expense of your life; | am even glad of
having contributed “towards saying you from the
swords of three assasdns, snce'in that | have per-
formed an action agreegble to your wife" While we
conversed in this manner my lackey dighted, gid
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proaching the dead cavalier, took off his mask and
Iscovered features which Combados immediately

knew. "It is Capraral (cried he) that perfidious
cousin, who, out of spite, for having disappointed
of arich estate which he unjustly disputed with me,
has a long time cherished the desire df murdering me,
and at length chosen this day to put it in execution;
but Heaven hath permitted him to fall a victim to his
owndesgn."

' Meanwhile our blood flowed apace, and we grew
weaker and weaker: nevertheless, wounded as we
were, we had strength enough to go to the town of
Villargo, which was but two gunshots from the field
of battle. We dighted at the first inn we came to,
and sending for surgeons, one was brought, who had
the reputation of being very expert hi his profession:
he examined our wounds, which he found dangerous,
then dressed them, and next day, after having taken
off the dressings, declared that the wounds of Don
Blas were mortal; he judged more favourably of mine,
and his prognostics were fulfilled.

, Combados, hearing his doom, thought of nothing
but preparing for death: he likewise dispatched an
express to inform his wife of what had happened, and
of his present melancholy situation; upon which, Dona
Hdena, setting out immediatdly, soon arived at
ViIIare*'o, her mind disturbed with a disquiet which had
two different causes : the danger in which her husband
was, and the dread of fedling that, at sght of me, she
might revive a flame which was but half extinguished,
created aterrible agitation in her breest. " Madam (sad
Don Blas when she came into his presence), you arrive
in time enough to receive my lagt adieu: | am goin
to die, and | regard my desth as the punishment o
Heaven, for having by a deceit deprived you of Don
Gagon.  Far from murmuring a my fate, | exhort
you to restore to him the heart which | unjustly
sized" Dona Hdena answered only by her tears;
and truly it was the best reply she could make, as she
walsgznot as yet so much detached from me as I-}O for-
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%et the artifice which he had practised to make her
reak her vows. ] ]

, As the surgeon had prognosticated, Combados di
of his wounds in less than three days, while min
indicated a @ cure. The young widow who was
whoally engr by the care of transporting her
husband's corpse to Coria, in order to perform al the
funeral honours which she owed to his ashes, departed
from Villargo, after having inquired (throu?h pure

|iteness) ut my hedth. As soon as T could
ollow her, | st out dso for Coria, where my recovery
being completed, my aunt, Dona Eleonora, and Don
George de Gdisteo resolved that Helena and | should
be married forthwith, les fortune should again part
us by some unlucky accident. This marriage was
celebrated in private, on account of the too recent
death of Don Blas, and a few days after, | returned
to Madrid with Dona Helena.  As'| had exceeded the
time prescribed by the Count-Duke for my journey,
| was afraid that he had given to ancther the lieu-
tenancy which he had promised to me : but he had not
disposed of it, and was so good as to admit the excuses
which | made for my dday. .

1 am now (continued” Cogollos) lieutenant of the
Spanish Guard, am pleased with my employment, and
have contracted some agreegble friends, with whom
| live very happily.' , 1'wish | could say as much
(cried Don Andres): but | am very far from being
satisfied with my condition: | have lost my pog,
which was pretty advantageous, and | have no friends
who have credit enough to procure me such another.,
' Pardon me, Senor Don Andres (said | smiling), you
have in me a friend who is good for something.” |
have dr sad that | am Hill better beloved b¥
the Count-Duke, than ever | was by the Duke o
Lerma, and you have the assurance to tdl me, to my
face, that you have not a friend who can procure a
good pogt for you. Have | not once before done you
such a piece "of service? Remember that, by “the
interest of the Archbishop of Granada, | wes the
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occasion of your being named to exercise an employ-
ment a& México where you would have made your
fortune if love had not detained you in the city  of
Alicante ; and | am a present more cagpable of sefvin
ou, having the ear of the Prime Minigter.,
rus wholly to you then (replied Tordesllas), but,
(added he smiling in his turn), ﬁ_ray, don't send me
to New %)am' | 'would not go thither if | was to be
made chief judge of Mexico.'

. We were'interrupted in this_part of our conversa-
tion, by DonaHelena, who came into the hall, and whose
amiable person equalled the charming idea which |
had formed of her beauty. , Madam (said Cogollos
to her), thisis Senor do Santillana, of whom you have
heard” me speak, and whose agreesble company hath
often suspended my sorrows while | was Iin prison.'
"Yes, madam (said | to Dona Helena), my con-
versation pl him, because you were” dways the
subject of it  Don George's datighter made a modest
rep K to my compliment; “after which | took my leave
of this couple, protesting that | was ravished to find
their long passon was & length crowned by a happ){
marriage,  Then addressing mysdf to Tordesllas,
desired him to give me his direction, and when he had
done so: , Without bidding you adieu, Don Andre's
(rs]ad I?], | hope hi less than eght days, you will se
that | have power as wel as friendship.'” My words
were soon verified; the very next day, the Count-Duke
furnished me with an occason to oblige the Keeper.
' Santillana (said his Excellency), the place of Governor
of the royd prison a Valadolid, is vacant: it brings
in more than three hundred pigoles per annum and
| am resolved to bestow it upon thee' ' would not
have it, my lord (answered 1), were it worth ten
thousand .ducats,%/early: | renounce al pogts that |
cannot enjoy, without” removing from your Grace.
' But gresume.d the Minister), thou mavat very well
enjoy this without being obliged to leave Madrid,
except to go sometimes to Valadolid, to vist the
prison.’ , You may sy what you plesse (I replied);
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I will not accept of that employment, but on condition
that | shdl be alowed to resign in favour of a brave
Eentleman cdled Don Andres de Tordesllas, formerly

eepe. of the tower of Ss%?via: | should love to make
him that present, as an acknowledgement for the kind
treatment | received from him during my confine-
ment.'

The Minister, laughing at this discourse, sad, 'I
e, Gil Blas, thou hast a mind to make a Governor
of aroyal prison, as thou hast made a Viceroy. Well,
be it 30, my friend, | give thee this vacant place for
Tordesillas; but tell me freelgél what advantage thou
wilt reap from it: for | don't believe thee fool enough
to employ thy credit for nothing." ' My lord (answered
1), ought not a man to pay his debts? Don Andres,
in the mogt disinterested manner, did me al the service
he could: ought not | to requite his generosity ?
"You are become very disinterested, Mr. Santillana
(sad his Excellency), | think you were not so much
90, under the last Minigter.! , 1 own it (sad [), my
morals were corrupted by bad example: as everything
was then put to sale, | conformed myself to thefashion ;
and as everything is now given away | have resumed
myintegrity.'

| procured, then, the government of the roya
prison of Valadolid, for Don Andre's, whom, in alittle
time, | sent to that city, as wel satisfied with his
new settlement as | was with the opportunity of
acquitting myself of the obligations | owed him.

CHAPTER XIV

Santillana visits the poet Nunez: an account of the
ﬁersons whom he found, and the discourse which
e heard at his lodgings

ONB afternoon, | was saized with an inclination to
vigt the Asturian poet, being curious to know how
he was lodged. | went accordingly to the house of
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Senor Don Bertrand Gomez dd Ribero, and asking
for Nunez, ' He does not live here (s_aof the porter):
but lodges there at present, having hired the back-
part of the house. '55*{1'”9, he pointed to a house
in the neighbourhood, whither | went, and after having
crossed a sma| court, entered into a bare hall, where
| found my friend Fabricio il at table, with five or
sx of his companions, whom he treated that day.
They had dmost dined, and consequently were in
atrimTor disputing; but as soon as they perceived me
their noisy discourse subsided into profound slence
Nunez got up with grest egemess to receive me,
crying: "Gentlemen, this is Senor de Santillana, who
iS'so good as to honour me with avisit; pray, join me
hi paying your respects to the favourite of the Prime
Minigter.” ~ At these words dl the guests got up aso
to saute me; and, in favour of the title which | had
received, treated me with great civility and respect.
Although | was neither hungry nor thirsty, | could
not excuse myself from sitting down at tablewith them;
and was even obliged to honour the toast which they

had pro .
Asp | Imagined that my presence was a check upon
their conversation: , Gentlemen (sad 1), | have

interrupted your discourse: pray, resume it, or | will
be gone' °, These gentlemen (sad Fabricio), were
talking of the Iphigenia of Euripides. The bachdor
Melchor de Villegas, who is a critic of the first order,
was asking Senor Don Jecinto de Romarata, what was
the most interesting circumstance of that tragedy.'
' Yes (sad Don Jacinto), and | answered that it was
the danger of Iphigenia® ' And | (said the bachelor)
replied—and | am ready to demonstrate my assertion—
that the dan\%/er is not the mogt interesting part of the
sug)ect "What is then ? (cried the old licentiate
Gébriel de Leon)." , "Tis the wind (said the bachdlor).,

The whole compane/ burst out into laughing at
this repartee, which [ could not bdieve serious; |
thought that Mechor pronounced it, with a view of
enlivening the conversation: but | did not know this
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virtuoso, who was a man that did not at al under-
sand rallery. ,Laugh a much as you please
gentlemen (replied he dryly); | maintan that the
wind aone ought to interest, surprise, and move the
spectator: figure to yoursdves a numerous army
asmbled to go and besege Troy: conceive dl the
impatience of the chiefs and soldiers to execute that
enterprise that they may speedily return into Greece,
where thef/ have left what is most dear to them—their
wives, children, and household gods : in the meantime,
a cursed contrary wind detains them at Aulis, seems
to nail them to the Bgét, and if it does not change
they cannot go and ege the city of Priam; it Is
the' wind, therefore, which condlitutes the most
mterestmq point of that tragedy. | share with the
Greeks—I espouse their cause—my whole wish is the
departure of the fleet, and | see with indifference the
dan%er_of Iph|Pen|asmce her death is the only means
of obtaining a favourable wind from the |
Villegas "had no sooner done spesking than the
laugh was renewed a his expense, Nunez was o
mischievous as to support his opinion that he might
afford more game to the railers, who began to pass a
rest many jokes upon the wind: but the bachdor,
oldln% them dl with a phlegmatic, hau&hty look,
treated them as ignorant and vulgar min | ex-
Peded every moment to see them warm and to go to
oggerheads—the usual end of their dissartations ; but
| was balked in my expectation : they were contented
with reviling one another, and withdrew when they had
eaten and drank then, fill. o
“When they were gone, | asked Fabricio, why he
did not live ill with his treasurer, and it he had
uarrelled with him. * Quarrelled! (answered he)
forbid ! | am more in favour than ever with Senor
Don Bertrand, who has dlowed me to lodge by mysdf.
| have, therefore, hired these Iodc};]mgs to receive my
friends, and make merry with them in full liberty:
which is often the case;” for thou knowest that | am
not of a humour to leave much wedth to my heirs;
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and what is very happy for me | am, at present, in a
condition of enjoying parties of pleasure everyday.'
, | am overjoyed to hear it, my dear Nunez (sad 1),
and | cannot help congratulating thee again upon
the success of thy last tragedy: the whole eght
hundred dramatic pieces of the great Lope' have not
brought him one-fourth of what thou hast got by thy
Count de Saldana.

! Gil Blas underestimates the number of Lope's plays;
he had written nine hundred before Philip 11l died, and
't_)?/ 1624 the total had risen to one thousand and seventy.

eis stated by'Juan Perez de Montalban—an untrust-
worthy and uncritical admirer, it is true—to have written
about eight hundred more plays during the eleven years
of life that remained to him.

THE END OF THE ELEVENTH BOOK
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CHAPTER |

Gil Blas is sent to Toledo by the Minister: the motive
and success of " his journey

DURING a whole month amog his Grace had been
saying to me everydagﬁ ' Santillang, the time draws
near when | shal &t thy address to work'; and till
thistimedid not come. At length, however, itarrived ;
and his Excellency spoke to me in these words: ' It
is reported that in the company of ﬂlayers belonging
to Toledo there is a young actréss whose talents make
a great noise: it is sad that she dances and sings
divinely, and quite captivates the spectator by her
leclamation. | ‘am assured dso that she has a con-
Sderable share of b . Such a genius deserves to
appear a Court. The King loves plays, music, and
dancing; and he must not be deprived of the pleasure
of seeing and hearing a person of such extraordinary
merit. have resolved, therefore, to send thee to
Toledo, to judge by thysdf whether or not she is
actually such awonderful actress. | will be governed
by the impresson she shdl make upon thee, as |
depend a great ded on thy discernment.’ | answered
that | should give his Grace a good account of that
affair; and prepared for my departure with one
lackey only, wnom | ordered t0 put off the Minister's
livery, that things might be done the more mysterioudly.
And this was very much to his Excellency's tegte. |
st out, then, for Toledo, where, when [ arrived, |
dighted a an inn near the cadtle. Scarce had | =t
my foot to the ground w?eero1 the landlord, taking me,
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doubtless, for some country gentleman, sad to me,
4 Senor Cavdlier, | suppose you are come to town to
see the august ceremony of the auto de fe, which is to
be performed to-morrow." | answered in the affirma-
tive, thinking it more prudent to let him believe that
than to give him an opportunity of questioning me
about m% coming to Toledo. 'Y ouwill see (heresumed)
one of the finest processions that ever happened: there
are (I am told) more than a hundred prisoners, among
which they reckon above ten who are to be burnt/
Next morning, indeed, before sunrise, | heard dl
the bells of the city tolling; and this melancholy
sound was to advertise the people, that they were
going to begin the auto de fe. Curious to see this
solemnity, | put on my clothes in a hurry, and re-
pared to the Inquisition. All adong the dreets
through which the processon was to pass scaffolds
were erected, upon one of which | hired a place. In
a little time | perceived the Dominicans, who walked
foremost, preceded by the banners of the Inquisition.
These good Fathers were immediately followed by
the wretched victims who were to be sacrificed that
day by the Holy Office. These miserable cresatures
waked one after another, with their heads and feet
bare, each having a wax-taper hi his hand, and a
godfather by his sde. Some had large scapularies
of yelow stuff, garnished with . Andrew's crosses
painted red, and caled sanbenitos’; others wore

! The aanbenito (=saco bendito) was not invented spon-
taneousl¥ by the Spanish Inquisition, but was graduall?./I
evolved from thg&mltlve penitential garb of sackclot
sprinkled  with The origina sanbenitillo, pre-
scribed by Torquemada in 1490, was a tabard of black
or grey cloth, eighteen inches long and nine wide, , hangin
on oreast and back, with a red cross before and behind,
occupying nearly the entire fidd." In 1514 the ordinary
cross was changed into a St. Andrew's cross by order of
Cardina Ximenes, and in 1561 ydlow linen was generdly
substituted for black or grey cloth : see Dr. Henry Charles
L% A History of the Inquisition of Spain (New York
and London, 1906-1907), hi, 162-163.

N3
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corozas', which are high paper made in the shape
]g_f a sugar-loaf, and covered with flames and diabolical
igures. _

As | looked attentively at these unfortunate people’,
with a compasson which | took care to conced, that
| might not suffer for it, | thought | recognized, among
those who had their heads adorned with corozas, the
Reverend Father Hilary and his companion, Brother
Ambrose. They V\Passed S0 near me that | could not
be mistaken. "What do | see? (sad | to mysdf).
Heaven, wearied with the disorderly lives of these
wretches, hath delivered them at last to the justice
of the Inquisition!" So saying, | felt mysdf seized
with horror: | trembled from head to foot, and m

irits were so disordered, that | had almost swooned.

he connexion which | once had with these rogues,
the adventure of Xelva, in short, dl the circumstances
of my correspondence with them, presented themselves
that ‘moment to my fancy; and | thought | could
never be thankful enough to God for having preserved
me from the scapulary and corozas.
_ When the ceremony was ended, | returned to the
inn, trembling at the dreadful spectacle which | had
beheld: but these afflicting images, which disturbed
m?]/ imagination, dispersed insensibly: and now my
whole study was to acquit myself handsomely of the
commisson entrusted to my care | wated im-
patiently for playtime, that | might go to the thestre,
judging that to be the most proper beginning of my
work: and as soon as the hour came I went thither,
and sat down by a knight of Alcantara, with whom

! This word is misprinted , Carochas' in the origina
and in the trandation. Corozas were , conicd mitres,
about three-quarters of an dl in height. .. withflamesfor
those who are too relaxed, and in the ordinary form for
bigamists, sorcerers, and fase-witnesses” The use of
corozas weas forbidden jn 1696 by the Roman Inquistion
as tending to_compromise the episcopd dignity, Tmt the
aomsh Inquisition made no change in Its practice: see

. 0. Lea, op. cit., iii, 215,
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| entered into conversation. ' Senor (said | to him),
may a stranger be so bold as to ask you one question *
' Senor Cavaier (answered he, very politdy), | shall

think it an honour. "I have heard the “actors of
Toledo (I resumed) very much extolled: p_ra%, have |
been misinformed? , No (re?]lled the knight), their

, there are great players

companY is not bad; nay
among them. You will see, among others, the fair
Lucrefla, an actress of fourteen years of age, who will
surprise you very much. | shdl have no occason to
point her out to %ou; when she gppears, you will
easly digtinguish her from the rest.’ ' | askéd if she
was to play that evening, and he told me she would;
observing a the same time that she had a very shining
part e&o act in the piece which was going to be repre-
sentea.

The play began; and two actresses, who had
neglected nothing which could contribute towards
rendering them charming, apﬁeared_ on the stage:
but, in Spite of the lustre of their diamonds, | took
neither the one nor the other for her whom | ex-

ed. At length Lucretia walked forwards from the
ottom of the stage; and her appearance was sduted
by along and genera pln%o hands. 'Ah! there

e is (sad | to myself): what a noble ar ! What

racel What fine’eyes! O the divine cresture!'

was actualy very wel pleased, or rather, passon-
ately struck with her person.  On hearing her recite
the first couplet, | found she had nature, fire, an
understanding above her a%e; and | willingly joined
mf\{ applause to that which she received from the
whole audience during the performance. ' Well (said
the knight to me), Iyou e how Lucretia is caressed
by the public’ °, I am not a dl surprised at it'
(answered 1). ' You would be less so gl (sad he),
If you had heard her sing. She is a perfect sren.
Woae be to those who ligen! Her dancing is no less
formidable. Her geps as dangerous as her voice
charm the eye, and force the heart to yidd." |, If that
be the case (cried 1), it must be owned sheis aprodigy |
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What happy mortal has the pleasure of ruining himself
for such an amiable cresture 7

"She has no declared lover (said he), and even
scandal has not as yet involved her in any private
intrigue. Neverthdess (added he), this may soon be
the case; for Lucretia is under the conduct of her
aunt Estella, who is certainly the most expert of al
the actresses’ At the name of Estdlla | interrupted
the knight with precipitation, to ask if that Estdla
was an actress of the Toledo company. ' She is one
of the best of them (said he): she has not acted to-da?/,
and we have suffered by her absence: she usud
Plays the part of the waiting-woman, which she pef-
orms to admiration. Her action is full of spirit;
perhaps too full: but it is an agreesble fault, which
ought to be forgiven.! The knight told mo wonders
of this Estella; and by the picture he drew of her
Eerson, | never doubted that It was Laura, that same

aura of whom | have spoken so much in my history,
and whom | had left &t Granada.

However, to be more certain dill, after the play |
went behind the scenes; and cagsting my eyes around,
found her in the tyring-room, talking fo some gentle-
men, who, perhaps, regarded her only as the aunt of
Lucretia. | advanced to sdute Laura; but whether
through whim, or in order to punish me for my pre-
cipitate departure from Granada, she pretended not
to know me, and received my divilities so dryly that
| was a little disconcerted. Instead of upbraiding
her in a Iaugihmg humour for her cold behaviour
towards me, 1 was fool enough to be nettled at it:
| even retired hadtily, resolving, in my passon, to
return next day to Madrid. , To be revenged on
Laura (said | to mysdlf), her niece shal not have the
honour of appearing before the King: for this purpose
| can give to the Miniser such a description of
Lucretia as | please: | have no more to do, but to
tell him that she dances with a bad grace, that she
hes a squesking voice, and in short, that her charms
condg in her youth only. | am sure his Exce-
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lency, after that, will have no inclination to bring
her to Court.' _ )

Such was the vengeance | meditated againgt Laura
for her behaviour to me; but my resentment did not
last long: next day, just as | was about to depart, a

e entered my chamber and said, , Here is a letter
or Senor de Sentillana’ "I am the person, my
child' (answered |, taking the letter, which contained
these words): , Forget the manner in which you were
received last night in the tYr_lng-room, and be so good
as to follow the bearer.’ 1 immediately took the page
for my conductor, who, when we were near the play-
house, introduced me into a very handsome houg
Wk;grte I {ound Laura at her tailef, in a very gent
ment.
apShe got up to embrace me, saying, ' Senor Gil Blas,
| know that you have no cause to be pleased with the
reception you met with when you came to sdute me
in our tyring-room: an old friend, like you, had a
right to expect more civil treatment: but | must tel
F\;ou, for my excuse, that | was then in a very bad
umour. hen you appeared, | was quite engrossed
by some scandalous discourse which one of our gentle-
men had uttered against my niece, whose honour is
dearer to me than my own. Your sudden retreat
(added she) made me immediately recollect myself;
and that moment | ordered my page to follow you to
your lodging, that | might to-day make amends fop
my fault' ~ That is dready done, my dear Laura
(said 1): let us tak no more of that matter: let us
rather inform one another of what has happened to
us, Snce the unlucky day on which the dread of just
chagtisement made” me quit Granada with great
precipitation. | left you, you maé( remember, in
pretty 1grem |_||:JerpIeX|ty: pray, how did you extricate
oursdf ? Had you not occasion for dl your address,
0 aupease your Portuguese lover 7 |, Not at al
replied Laura); don't Kou know, that in such oases
the men are so weak that they sometimes even spare
the women the trouble to justify themsdves? |
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affirmed (continued she) to the Marquis de Maridva
that thou wast my brother. Pardon me, Mr. Santi-
llang, if | gpesk to you as familiarly as heretofore:,
but | can't get rid of my old habits. 1 tell thee, then,
that | brazened it out: ™ Don't you see (tsad | to the
Portuguese nobleman), that dl” this is the work of
jedlousy and rage ? Narcissa, my comrade and rival,
Incensad to see me in quiet possesson of a heart of
which she was balked, has played me this trick:
she has bribed the under candle-snuffer, who, as the
minigter of her resentment, has the impudence to say
that he has seen me as Arsenial's chambermaid. Nothing
can be more false: the widow of Don Antonio Coello
aways entertained too noble sentiments to humble
hersdlf so low as to serve an actress. Beddes what
proves the fallacy of the accusaion, and the con-
spirecy of my accusers, is the precipitate retrest of
my brother: “if he was present, he might confound
their slander: but Narcissa has, doubtless, employed
some new artifice to make him disappear.” Though
these reasons g\;ﬂ)ursued Laura) made but an indifferent
gpology, the Marquis was 0 good as to be stisfied
with 1t: and that good-natured nobleman continued
to love me until the day of his departure from Granada,
on his return to Portu?al. Indeed, he did not stay
long after thee; and the wife of Zapata had the
pleasure of seeing me lose the lover of whom | had
deprived her. ~After that, | lived some years
at Granada: then a divison happening in our com-
pany, which is often the case, dl the players ated :
ome went to Seville, others to Cérdova; and | came
to Toledo, where | have been ten years, with my niece
Lucretia, whom thou must have seen act last night,
since thou wast a the play.' ] ]

| could not help laughing in this place; and
Laurg, asking the cause, 'Cant you guess? (sad 1):
you have néther brother nor dger, and, in conse
quence, cannot be Lucretids aunt.  Besdes when |
cdculdae the time which hath dgpsed since our last
separdion, and compare it with the age of your
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niece, | cannot help thinking that you are more nearly
reated.

, | understand you, Mr. Gil Blas (replied Don
Antonio's widow, feddening), what a chronologist you
ae! It isimpossble to make you bdieve it. Wel,
then, my friend, Lucretia is my daughter by the
Marquis'de Marialva; she is the fruit of our corre-
spondence; | can no longer conced it from thee!
, What a great effort you make, my princess (sad ),
in reveding that secrel, after having imparted to me
your adventures with the steward of the hospita
of Zamora! | must tel you, moreover, Lucretia is
a mad of such sngular merit, that the public can
never be thankful enough to you for _havln% made
such a present to it. It were to be wished tha Al
your comrades had done the same' If some mis
chievous reader in this place, recollecting the private
conversations which | had with Laura a Granada,
while | was secretary to the Marquis de Mariava,
suspects that | m|fght.have disputed with that noble-
man the honour of being Lucretias father, it is a us
picion, the injustice of which | mugt avow to my
shame. | recounted my principd adventures to
Laura, in my turn, and made her acquainted with my
present Stuation.  She listened to my narraion S0
atentively as to show that it was far from belr%q in-
different’to her: and when | had finished it, , Friend
Santillana (said she), | find you act a very consderable
pat on the theatre of thé world; and you cannot
imagine how much | am overjoyed at “your good
fortne. When | shdl bring Licretia to Madrid,
with an intention to introducé her into the Princes
company, | flatter mysdf that she will find a powerful
Prptector in Senor “de Santillana’ ' Never doubt
hat (answered 1), %?u may depend upon me;_ | will
procure your daughter's allmittance into the Princes
company” whenever you please: this is what | can
promise, without presuming too much upon my power.'
*| would take you at your word (replied Lalra), and
st out for Madrid to-morrow, were | not restricted
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to this place by engagements with our company.'
An order from Court can break these ties (said 1), and
%ou shdll receive one in less than eight days. | shall
e pleasad to take Lucretia from the Toledans: such a
handsome actress is destined for courtiers, and properly
belongs to us' .

Lucretia entered the room just as | had pronounced
these words, and seemed s0 eB;etty and engaging that
| took her for the goddess Hebe. “She had just risen ;
and her natural beauty shining without the help of
art, presented a ravishing object to my view. ' Come,
niece (said her mother to her), come and thank this
gentleman for his friendship : heis an old acquaintance
of mine, who has great interest at Court, and intends
to introduce us both into the Prince's company.,
These words seemed to give pleasure to the dear girl,
who made me a low curtsy; and sad, with an en-
chanting smile, , I most humbly thank you for your
obliging intention; but in taking me from the people

whom | am beloved, are you sure that | shall
esse the audience a Madrid ? | shall, perhaps, lose
y the chan%e | remember to have heard my aunt
sy that she has seen actors caressed in one place and
hised in another; and this gives me some concern:
beware of exposing me to contempt, and yoursdf to
the reproaches of the Court. ' Fair Lucretia (answered
1), neither you nor | have reason to be apprehensive
of that: | rather fear that by inflaming dl that behold
you, you will creste some misunderstanding among
our grandees’ ' The fear of my niece (said Laura) is
better founded than yours: but | hope they are both
vain: if Lucretia cannot make a noise by her charms,
in recompense she is no contemptible actress!

Our conversation lasted some time longer; and |
had reason to conclude, from everything which
Lucretiasaid, that she was a maid of a superior genius.
| then took my leave of the two ladies, assuring them
that they should soon have an order from Court to
repar to Madrid.
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CHAPTER I

Santillana gives an account of Ms commission to the
Minister, who employs him to bring Lucretia to
Madrid. The arrival of that actress, and her
appearance at Court

AT my return to Madrid | found the Count-Duke
ery impatient to know the success of my journey.
Gll Blas (said he), hast thou seen this same actress ?

|s she worth bringing to Court ? ' My lord (I replied),

fame, which usualy praises beauties more than they
deserve, has not said enough in commendation of young

Lucretia; she is an admirable creature, both as to her

peson and tdents' 'Is it possible! (cried the

Minister, with an interior satisfaction which | read in

his eyes, and which made me believe that he had sent

me t0 Toledo on his own account) is it possible that she
can be s0 charming 7 , When you have seen her

(answered 1), you will own that no eulogium can do

justice to her charms' , Santillana gaald his Ex-

oellen%)é give me a faithful relation of thy journey;
| shall be very glad to hear it To satisfy my madter,
| then recounted dl, even the history of Laura in-
clusnvel{/.I | told him that this actress had Lucretia
by the Marquis de Maridva, a Portuguese nobleman,
who, stopping a Granada on his travels, fell in love
with her. In short, when | had recounted to his
Grace everything that happened between the two
actreses and me, he said, , | am overjoyed to hear
that Lucretia is the daughter of a man of qual g|y;
that circumstance interests me gill more in her behalt;
she must be brought to town. But (added he), con-
tinue as thou hast begun; let me not %)peer in it;
everything must pass in the name of Gil Blas de

Santillanal
1 went and_told Carnero that his Excdlency desired

him to expedite an order, by which the King received

into his company Eddla and Lucretia, two actresses
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of Toledo. ,Ahal Sdior de Santillana (sad Car-
nero, with a satirical smile), yes, you shal be served
immediately, since, to all appearance, you interest
yoursdf in these two ladies At the same time he
wrote an order with his own hand, and ddivered it
to me expedited; so that | sent it instantly to Estella
by the same lackey who had attended mé to Taledo.
|gi\f/1|t days after, the mother and dau%frlj[er arriving
at Madrid, took lodgings hard by the Prince's com-
y, and ther first care was to give me notice of it

y abillet. | visted them immediately, where, after
a thousand offers of service on my sde, and as many
acknowledgements on theirs, | |&ft them to prepare
for their first public appearance, which | wished might
be brilliant and successful.

They advertised themselves as two new actresses
whom the Prince's company had received by an order
from Court; and th an with a comédy which
they had often acted at Toledo with gpplause In
what part of the world are new sights disregarded ?
The playhouse was that day filled with an extra-
ordinary” concourse of gpectafors; and you may well
imagine that | did not fail to be there.” | suffered a
little’ before the piece began; and pr as |
weas in favour of the tdents both of mother and
daughter, | trembled for them, so much was | interested
in their success. But scarce had they opened their
mouths, when my fear was banished by the gpplause
which they received. Edela was looked upon as a
consummate comic actress, and Lucretia as a prodi
in tender pats. This last captivated dl hearts.
Some admired the beauty of her eyes, others were
touched by the sweetness of her voice; and every-
body, struck with the graces and brilliancy of her
youth, went away enchanted by her gppearance.
~ The “Count-Duke being more interested than |
imagined in the firgt essay of this actress, was a the
pI?/ that evening; and | saw him go out about the
end of the performance, seemingly very well satisfied
with our two new players. Curious to know if he was
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redly affected with their success, | followed him home,
and going into his closet just after him, * Well, my lord
said 1), is your Excellency satisfied with youn

aiadva? , My Excellency (answered he smiling
would be very nice indeed, if | refused to join my
vote to that of the public. Yes, child, | an charmed
with thy Lucretia, and | don't doubt that the King
will be pleased when he sees her!’

CHAPTER I

Lucretia makes a great noise at Court, and acts before
the King, who falls in love with her. The conse-
quences of his passion

THE appearance of two new actresses soon mede
a noise a Court; the very next day it was spoken of
a the King's reception. Some noblemen extolled
young Lucretiain particular, and drew such abeautiful
picture of her that the monarph was struck withit: but
dissembling the impression which their discourses
made upon his heart, he seemed to take no notice of
what they said. Nevertheless, as soon as he found
himself done with the Count-Duke, he asked who
this actress was whom they praised so much. The
Minister answered that she was a young player of
Toledo, who had made her first appearance the pre-
ceding night with great success. , Sheiis called Lucretia
gadc_led hg), aname very suitable to people of her pro-
esson. She is an acquaintance of Santillanas, who
spoke so much in her favour that | thought proper to
receive her into your Majesty's company.” The King
gmiled when he heard my name mentioned, because
he remembered perhaps at that moment, that it wes |
who had made him acguainted with Cadina, and
foresaw that | should do him the same sarvice on this
occason. ' Count (sad he to the Miniger), | will
go to-morrow and see this Lucretia act.  Take care to
advertise her of my intention,’
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The Count-Duke having repeated this conversation
to me, and informed me orf the King's design, sent me
to impart it to our two actresses. " | come (sad 1
to Laura, who was the first | met) to tell you a piece
of great news; you will to-morrow have among your
gpectators the Sovereign of this monarchy; this is
what | am ordered by the Minister to acquaint you
with. | don't doubt that your daughter and you
will do your utmost to deserve the honour which the
King intends you; but | advise you to choose a piece
in which there is both dancing and music, that he
m\;e\l}/ admire dl the taents of Lucretia together.'
, We will take your advice (replied Laura), and do al
in our power to amuse the Prince’ ' He cannot falil
of bein _Pleesed_(sald [, seeing Lucretia come in, in
a deshabille, which gave her more charms than the
most superb theatrical dress). He will be so much
the more satisfied with your lovely niece, as he loves
sngm(k; and dancing above dl other entertainments;
who knows but he may be tempted to throw the
handkerchief at her 7 °,1 dont a dl wish (replied
Laura) that he may have any such temptation; not-
withstanding his being a powerful monarch, he might
find obstacles to the accomplishment of his desres.
Lucretia is virtuous, though bred behind the scenes;
and whatever pleasure she may feel in seeing hersdf
applauded on the gtage, she wiould much rather pass
for a modest girl than for a good actress’ o
~, Why should my aunt (said young Maridva, +p|n—
ing in the conversdtion) form such chimeras to Tight
with ? | shal never be obhgﬁd to repulse the sghs
of the King; the ddicacy of his taste will save him
from the reproaches he would desarve, if he could
humble his attention to me" , But, charming Luoretia
(sad I%, should it happen that the Prince would attach
himsdf to you, and you for his midress, would
?{ou be s0 crud asto let him languish in your chans,
ike an ordinary lover 7 'Why not ? (anSwered she).
Yes, doubtless: and though virtue were out of the
question, my vanity would exult much more in re-
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g4ing than in yieding to his passon’ | was not a
little "astonished to hear a pupil of Laura tak in
this manner ; and | |eft the ladies, praising the one for
having bestowed such good education on the other.

Next day, the King, impatient to see Lucretia,
went to the play. They acted a performance mixed
with songs and” dances, in which our young actress
shone very much.  From the beginning to the end |
kept my éyes fixed on the monarch, and in his looks
endeavoured to read his thoughts, but he baffled my
penetration by an ar of é;rawty which all dong he
affected to preserve. | did not learn till next day
what | was so curious to know. ' Santillana (said the
Minister to me), | have just left the King, who has
spoken to me of Lucretia with so much vivacity that
|'am convinced he is captivated by that young player ;
and as | told him that thou wast thé occason of
brmgmg?] her from Toledo, he said he should be glad to
talk with theein private on that subject.  Go instantly
and present thysdlf at his chamber’ door, where there
is an order aready given to admit thee. Run, there-
fore, and bring me back as soon as possible an account
of the conversdtion.’

1 flew mstantlz_ to the paace, where | found the
King done, walking up and down in expectation of
my coming, and seemingly very much perplexed. He
ﬁ.Ut sever qlueﬂmns to ‘'me about Lucretia, whose

istory he obliged me to recount: he then asked if
the little gentlewoman had never been mg%ged in any
intrigue. | boldly assured him that she had not
(tnough these sorts of assurances are a little rash),
and tne Prince seemed very glad to hear it. |, If that
be the case (sad he), | choose thee for my agent with
Lucretia; and desire that by thy means she may this
evening learn her victory. ~Go, signify her conquest
from me (added he, putting into my hand a diamond
necklace worth fifty thousand crowns), and tell her that
| desire she will accept of this present until | give her
more solid marks of Q/ affection.’

Before | performed this commission | went back
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to the Count-Duke, and made a faithful report of
what the King had said: with this | imagined the
Miniger would be more afflicted than rejoiced, for |
believed (as | have adready observed) that he himsdf
had amorous views upon Lucretia, and would be
chagrined to hear that his master was become his
rival; but | was mistaken. Far from seeming mortified
a the news, it gave him so much joy that, being
unable to contain it, some words him, which
did not fall to the ground. , Aha! Pnilip gied he),
egad, | have you fast! For once you will be sck of
busness’ This apostrophe disclosed the whole con-
trivance of the Ctount-Duke. | now perceived that
the Miniger, being afraid of the King's applying him-
f to serious affairs, endeavoured to amuse him with

easures more suitable to his humour®. , Santillana
(sdd he dfterwards), lose no time; make haste, my
friend, to go and execute the important order which
thou hast received, and which a great many noblemen
a Court would glory in performing. Consider (said
he) that thou hast here no Count de Lemos to deprive
thee of one-haf of the honour acquired in this service.
Thou wilt have it entirely to thyself, and, moreover,
enjoy al the fruits of it.

Thus did his Excellency %i]ld the pill, which | swal-
lowed down gently, though not without tasting the
bitterness of it; for, snce my imprisonment, | had
been used to look upon things in a moral point of
view, and did not think the post of Mercury-in-Chief

uite so honourable as it was cdled. However,
though | was not vicious enough to perform it without

1 . . .

L accepts the popular view that Olivares, anxious
to keep the conduct o pﬂblic affairs in_his own hands,
encouraged Philip 1V's teste for disspation. There are,
however, proofs that Olivares, though both jedlous of
interference and often unduly complasant to his magter's
foibles, rebuked the King in writing for ' lack of persond
atention' to State business: see ‘Antonio Canovas dd
Casnl)lo, E%udlo, del reinado de Felipe IV (Madrid, 1883
1%! Iv
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remorse, | had not virtue sufficient to make me re-
refuse the employment. |, therefore, obeyed the
King the more willingly, as | saw at the same time
that"my com_Phance would be agreesble to the Min-
ister, whom it was my sole study 1o please. | thought
proper to address my&df at first'to Laura, to whom'in
a private conversafion | disclosed my misson in a
discreet manner; and, towards the end of the dis
COUrse, .presented the jewels; a dght of which, the
lady being unable to conced her joy, gave aloose to
it. ~" Senor Gil Blas (cried she), 1 dught not to con-
grain mysdf before my oldest and friend. |
should be to blame in affecting a fase severity of
moras, and making grimaces with Iyou. Yes, you
need not doubt it %contmued ghe), I an overjoyed
that my daughter has made such a precious conquest,
dl the advantages of which 1 comprehend; "but
between you and me, | am afraid that Lucretia will
look upon them with a different eye: for, though a
oung actress, she is so careful of her chastity thaf she
as aready rejected the addresses of two young noble-
men both” amiable and rich. _You may” say,” indeed,
that these were not Kings. True; and in dl prob-
ability, the passion of a crowned head will shake the
virtue of Lucretia Neverthdess | must tdl you
that the thing is uncertain, and | declare that | will
never force the inclinations of rg&/ daughter. If, far
from _thinking hersdf honoured by “the transent
affection of the King, she shdl regard that honour as
infamous, let not that great Prince be disobliged, if
she shdl conced hersdf from him.  Return to-morrow
(added she), and then | will tell you whether you must
carry back to him a favourable answer or hisjewes.

| “did not at al doubt that Laura would exhort
Lucretia to swerve from her duty rather than remain
in it, and | depended a good ded on that exhortation.
Nevertheess, | learned "with surprise next day that
Laura had as much difficulty in swaying her daughter
to vice as other mothers have to form thers to virtue;
and, which is dill more surprising, Lucretia, after
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having granted some private interviews to the monarch,
felt so much remorse for having yieded to his desres,
that she quitted the world dl of a sudden, and shut
hersdf Up in the convent of the Incarnation, where
she soon fell sick, and died of grief’. Laura bein
inconsolable for the loss of her daughter, whose dest
she upbraided herbelf with, retired into the convent of
the female penitents, there to mourn the pleasures of
her youth. The "Ning was affected by the unexpected
retreat of Lucretaa,; but being of a humour not to be
long afflicted at anything, consoled himsdlf by degrees
for this event. As for the Count-Duke, athough he
did not seem very much touched at this incident, it
did not fail to give him a great ded of mortification;
and this the reader will easly beieve

CHAPTER IV

Santillana is invested by the Minister with a new
employment

| WAS dso sensbly affected by the misfortune of
Lucretia, and felt such remorse for having contributed
to it, that looking upon mysdf as an infamous wretch,
in spite of the quality of the lover whose passion | had
served, | resolved to abandon the Caduceus for ever.
| even expressed to the Minigter the reluctance | had

This episode is sad to have been ed by the
gory of %Iip IV's amour with the a%?gs;ﬂMa% de
Cdderon (' La Cdderona"), mother of the Don John of
Austria, who played so prominent a part during the
minority of Charlés1l. , La Caderona™ ended her days
as a nun afc _the convent of La Serranfa de la Alcarria
ge Cagano Pdlicer, Origen y progresos de la Comedia
(Medrid, 1804), ii, 92. "It may_ be noted that, before
she became the mistress of Philip IV, , La Caderona’
had married an actor named TomasdeRojas: sseCrigtobd
P&ez Pagtor, Nuevos datos acerca del hidrionismo espanol
enlos sgos XVI y XVII (Madrid, 1901), 226,
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to beer it, and begﬂed he would employ me in some-
thing dse ' Sanfillana (said he), I an charmed by
thy ddlicacy ; and Since thou art a man of such honour,
will give thee an occupation more suitsble to thy
virtue. This it is; lisen attentively to what | am
going to impart.' ] )

, years before | was in favour (continued he),
chance one day presented to my view alady so hand-
some and well"made, that | ordered her to be followed.
| learned that she was a Genoese, cdled Dona Mar-
garita Spinola’, who lived a Madrid on the revenue
of her beauty, and that Don Francisco de Valeasar”,
an dcdde of the Court, a rich old married man,

a great ded of money upon the coquette. This re-
port, which ought to have ingpired me with contempt
of her, made me conceive a violent desire of shangg
her favours with Valeasar; and to satisfy it, | h
recourse to a female go-between, who had the address
in a little time to procure for me a private interview
with the Genoese; and that was followed by many
more, so that my rival and | were equaly well treated
for our presents.  Perhaps, too, she had other galants
as happy as we were. o -

, Be that as it will, Margarita, in receiving such
confused homage, presently became pregnant, and
brought forth a son, the honour of whom she bestowed
on each of her lovers in particular; but not one of
them being in conscience able to boast himsdf the
father of that child, it was disowned by them dl, so
that the Genoese was obliged to maintain it with the
fruit of her intrigues: this she did for eighteen years
a the end of which term dying, she has left her son
without fortune, and, what is worse, without educa
tion.

' This (pursued his Grace) is the secret | had to im-
pat, and | will now inform thee of the great design
which | have projected. | will bring this unfortunate

> Therea name of this personge was Isabd Anverea

e dcd

The correct form of t e's name is Francisco
Vdcaorod.
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child from obscurity, and making him pass from one
extreme to another, raise him to honours, and own
him for my son.,

At this extravagant project, it was impossble for
me to hold my tongue. , How, my lord (cried ), can
your Excellency have taken such a strange resolution ?
pardon me for using that term, which hath
my zed." , Thou wilt find it is very prudent (he
replied with precipitation), when | have told thee
the ressons that have determined me to teke it. |
don't desire that my collaterals should be my heirs.
Thou wilt say, that | am not as yet of such an ad-
vanced age as to make me despair of having children by
the Countessde Olivares.  But every one knows himself
bes. Let it suffice to tell thee, that there is no secret
in chemistry which | have not tried in vain to become
afather. Therefore, sncefortune, supplying the defect
of nature, presents a child to me, whose true father
perhaps | am, | am resolved to adopt him."  When
| saw the Minister bent on this adoption, | ceesed to
oppose it, knowing him to be a man capable of com-
mitting a foolish action, rather than swerve from his
own opinion. , The sole business now (added he) is
to bestow education upon Don Henry Philip de
Guzman (for this name | intend he shall bear’), until
he shdl be in a postion to posess the dignities that
await him.  Thou, my dear Santillana, art the person
whom | choose to be his tutor. | confide in thy
understanding and attachment to me for thy care in
regulating hisfamily, in giving him al sorts of masters ;
in a word, in making him an accomplished cavdier.’
I would have refused this employment, representing
to, the Count-Duke, that 1 was very ill-quaified to
educate young noblemen, having never practised that
busness, which required more knowledge and merit
than | possessed.  But he interrupted me, and shut
my mouth, by saying, that he was absolutely resolved

! The lad had previoudy been known as Julian Val-
carcel: on hisadoption by Olivares he assumed the name
of Enrique Felipez de Guzman.
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to make me governor to this adopted son, whom he
degtined for the first offices of the monarchy. |
prepared myself, therefore, to fill this place, for the
satisfaction of his Grace, who, to reward my com-
pliance, increased my small revenue with a pension of
a thousand crowns, which he procured, or rather gave
me, on the commandery of Mambra.

CHAPTER V

The son of the Genoese lady is owned by an authentic act,
and called Don Henry Philip de Guzman. San-
tillana forms the household of that young nobleman,
and hires all sorts of masters for him

THE Count-Duke in a little time actuaII%/ owned the
son of Dona Margarita Spinola, and the deed was
executed with the consent and inclination of the King ,.
Don Henry Philip de Guzman (for that was the name
ﬁwen to this child of many fathers) was declared sole
er of the Count de Olivares, and of the duchy of
San Liicar, The Minigter, that nobody might be igno-
rant of this event, ordered Carnero to communicate
the declaration to the ambassadors and grandees of
Spain, who were not a little surprised a his conduct,
lie wits of Madrid had a fund of mirth from it a long
time, and the satirical poets did not neglect such a fair
occasion of shedding the gall of their pens .
When | asked where this gentleman was whom his
Grace intended to entrust to my care; , He is in this
city (he replied), under the direction of an aunt, from
whom | will take him, as soon as thou shdt have
Prepared a house for him."  This was soon performed.
took a house, which | caused to be magnificently
furnished; | hired pages, a porter, and footmen; and
with the assstance of Caporis, filled up the places of
his officers.  When | had completed his household,
| went and advertised his Excdlency, who immediately

! This took placein 1641
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sent for his equivoca her, and new shoot from the
trunk of the Guzmans, and | found him a tal youn
fellow of an agreesble person. ' Don Henry (sad hi

Grace to him, pointing h|sf|r§]er to me), this gentleman
is the guide whom | have chosen to conduct you in
the career of life. | have the greatest confidence in
him, and give him an absolute power over you. Yes
Santillana (said he, turning to me), | abandon him
entirely to your care, and_don't_doubt that you will
ive a good account of him." To this discourse the
inister joined others, exhorting the young man to
submit to my directions; after which, | conducted
Don Henr¥]_ to his house, where, when we arrived, |
made dl his domestics pass in review before him,
signifying the office of each. He did not seem con-
founded a the change of his condition; and accom-
modating himself to the deference and officious respect
that was shown to him, he seemed to have been dwgys
that which he was now become by chance. He did
not want capacity, but was wholly illiterate, being
scarce able to read or write. | furnished him with a
preceptor to teach him the elements of the Latin
tongue, and hired for him masters of geography,
history, and fencing. You may wel believe that”|
did not forget a dancing-mastér: | was only em-
barassed in the choice, for at that time there was a
great number famous in that professon at Madrid,
and | did not know to whom | ought to give the
preference. While | was in this perplexity, a man
richly dressed came into the Court, and | being told
that he wanted to with me, went to him, imagin-
ing that he was a leest a knight of Santiago or Alcan-
tara  When | asked his commands, , Sdior de Santi-
llana (answered he, after having made severd bows
which smdled strongly of his profession), understanding
that ggr)]ur Worship Is the person who chooses magters
for Senor Don Henry, | am come to offer my service;
my name is Martin Ligero, and | have (thank Heaven)

! The character of Ligero was ested by Marcel,
who first come into notice at Paris by his clever singing
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some reputation. It is not my custom to come and
licit for scholars, that is the province of little
obscure dancing-masters. | usually wait until | am
sent for; but as | have taught the Duke of Medina
Sidonia, Don Luis de Haro, and some other noblemen
of the family of Guzman, to which | am as it were a
servant born, | thought it my duty to anticipate your
message’ ' | find by your discourse (said 1), that you
are the man we want. How much do you take per
month ? ' Four double pistoles (answered he) is the
current price, and | give but two lessons per week.'
' Four doubloons a month! (cried 1) that is a great
dedl.’ 'How ! agreat deal! (replied he with an ar of
astonishment? you would give a pistole a month to a
master of philosophy.'

Therewas no resisting such a pleasant reply, at which
I laughed heartily, and asked Sefior Ligero, if heredly
thought a man of his profession preferable to a master
of philosophy. ' Doubtless! ?sa’d he): we are of much
%reater use than those gentlemen. What is a man

efore he has passed through our hands ? what but an
ill-licked cub ? but our lessons mould him by little
and little into a due form. In a word, we teach him
to move gracefully, giving him attitudes and airs of
dignity and importance.'

| yidded to the arguments of this dancing-master
whom | hired for Don Henry at the rate of four double
pigoles a month, since that was the price of great
masters of his art.

and dancing the minuet in the F&es venvtiennes (1710);
he was gppointed dancing-master to the King in 1726,
and died In 1759. His enraptured exclamation—Que
de choses dans un menuet /—survives as a dassc example
of enthusiasm about trifles.  According to one of his
best putp|ls the fact that Marcel sang aswell as danced is
in itsdlf proof postive that he was not redly a first-class
dancer: se Jean-George Noverre, Lettres aw lea wto
|m|toteur582_n 8£S;enfrol, et aur la danae en particulier (Paris,
ol .
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CHAPTER VI

Scipio returning from New Spain, Oil Blas settles Mm,
in the service of Don Henry. The studies of that
young nobleman, with the honours which were
conferred upon him, and an account of the lady
to whom he was married. Gil Blas becomes noble
in spite of himself

| HAD not as yet completed the half of Don Henry's
fam|_I?/, when clcipio returned from Mexico. | asked
himif he was satisfied with hisvoyage, and heanswered,
"1 have reason to be so; since, with three thousand
4ucats in specie | have brought over twice as much
in merchandise of the consumption of this country.'
' | congratulate thee, my child (I replied).  Thy fortune
is now begun; and it is in thy power to complete it,
by returning to the Indies next year; or if thou pre-
ferrest an agreeable post at Madrid, to the trouble of
gomg 0 far to amess wedth, thou hast nothing to
o but to speak, | have one at thy sarvice' g%ad
(said the son of Coscoling), there is no room for
hestetion. | would much rather execute a good
employment near you, than eg)se mysdf anew to
the perils of a long voyage. ay, master, explain
yoursdlf, what post do you intend for your humble
savant ? ] ) ]

For his better information, | recounted to him the
gory of the young nobleman whom the Count-Duke
had introduced into the family of Guzman; and after
having told him that the Minister had chosen me
Governor to Don Henry, | promised to make him valet
de chambre to that adopted son.  Scipio, who asked
no better, willingly accepted the post, and acquitted
himsdf in it so well, that in less than three days or
four days he acquired the confidence and friendship
Oflh"sna!vgd?asrtna' he ped hom | had chosen

imagined that the ues whom
to teargﬂg the son of the Ge?wgocge would find their Latin
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thrown away, believing one at his aqe undisciplinable,
But | was much mistaken. He easly comprehended
and retained ezl:ill gt]astf _Vé/das sfgrc])vH/n to him, andI his maSelrs
were very w isfied with his capecity. | ran eager
to impgpt/this piece of news to the DuE/e,_ who rgveg
it with excessve joy. ' Santillana (cried he trans
ported), | am ravished to hear that Don Henry has
such a memory and penetration ! | perceive my own
blood in him; and what convinces me of his being my
son is, that | feel as much affection for him as if he
had been borneby the Countess de Olivares.  Thou seest
by this, my friend, that nature declares itsdlf., | was
not fool enough to tell his Grace my sentiments of
the matter, but r ing his wesakness, left him to
enjoy the plessure zwhether true or false) of beieving
himsdlf the father of Don Henry. )

Although dl the Guzmans entertained a morta
hatred for this young nobleman of fresh date, they
dissembled it out of policy; nay, some of them affected
to court his friendship ; he was visited by the am
dors and grandees who were then in Madrid, and
honoured by them as much asif he had been alegitimate
on of the Count-Duke. This Minigter, ovngLoyed_to
e such incense offered to his idol, soon decked him
with dignities.  He began by asking of the King the
Cross of Alcantara, with a commandery worth ten
thousand crowns, for Don Henry. In ‘a little time
after, he was made Gentleman of the Bedchamber.
Then resolving to_marry him to a lady" of the most
noble famkl)/ of Spain,” he cast his ejes upon Dona
Juana de Veaso, daughter to the Duke of Cadtile,
and had authority enough to accomplish the marriage,
in spite of that Duke and dl his relations”.

! Don Enrique was aready married to a courtesan
named Leonor de Unzueta, but Olivares procured the
anpulment of thismarriage.

The marriage with Juana Fernandez de Vdasco took
ace on May 28, 1641 the bridegroom was cregted
arquisde Mairena in honour of the occason.  The Duke

of Frias, Congtable of Cadtile, gppearsto have opposed the
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A few days before the marriage, his Grace having
sent for me, put some papers into my hand, saying,
"Hold, Gil Blas, here are letters of nobility, which'l
have ordered to be expedited for thee' "' My lord
answered |, surprised at his words), your Excélency
nows that I am the son of aBoo Uenna and uire;
so that, in my opinion, the nobi ;?/ would be p! ofaned
by my ‘association; and it is, of all the favours wh|ch
his Magjesty could bestow, that which | deserve and
desire the leest’ ' Thy birth (replied the Minister) is
an objection that is esdly removed: thou hast been

employed in State affairs, both under the Duke of
Lennd's ministry and mine: besides (added he, with a
smile), hast thou not done the monarch some service
which deserves arecompense ?  In aword, Santillana,
thou art not unworthy of the honour which | have

rocured for thee. Moreover, the rank which thou
dest with regard to my son, requires that thou
shouldst be noble; and |t Jis on that account that |
have obtained the gﬁ , | yidd, my lord (I
replled) since your cellen mssts upon my com-
pliance, So saying, | went away with my patent in
my pockec
, | am now a gentleman (said | to myself, when | had
got into the street) ennobled without bemg obliged
fo my parents for my quality. | may, when | plesse
be cdled. Don Gil Bl and if anyone of my acquaint-
ance shdl take it in his head fo laugh in my face
when he cdls me s, | will show my patent. But let
us read it (contmued I, taking it out of my pocket),
and se in what manner my origind meanness Is
washed away." | therefore perused the peper, the
substance of which was, that the Kln?' to reward the
zeal which | had manifested on more than one occasion
for his service and the good of the State, had thought

match rather feebly. His complaisance in yielding was
the subject of ribald street-ditties—

Soy la casa de Velasco

Quedenadatengo asco.
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proper to gratify my attachment with letters of nobility.
I will venture to say in my own praise, that they did
not inspire me with the least pride. Having the
meanness of my extraction aways before my eyes
this honour humbled instead of making me vain;
therefore | determined to lock up my patent in a
drawer, and never boadt its being in my passesson.

CHAPTER VII

Gil Blas meets Fabricio again by accident. The last
conversation that happened between them, and the
important advice which Nunez gave to Santillana

THE Asturian poet (as must have been observed by
the reader) willingly neglected me, and my occupation
did not permit me to visit him. | had not seen him
since the day of the dissertation on the Iphigenia of
Euripides, when chance again threw him in my way
near the Gate of the Sun. He was coming out of a
printing-house, and | accosted him, saying, ' Ahal
Mr. Nunez, you have been at the printer's, that seems
to threaten the public with a new work of your com-
position. , That is what indeed it may expect
(answered he). | have actually in the press a pamphlet
which will make some noise in the republic of letters.’
" | don't doubt the merit of thy production (I replied),
but am amazed a thy composing pamphlets, whic

in my opinion are trifles that do no great honour to
aman of genius' ' | know it very well (said Fabricio),
and am not ignorant that none but those who read
everything amuse themselves with pamphlets.  How-
ever, this one has excaped me, which | own is the
child of necessty. Hunger, thou knowest, brings the
wolf out of the wood.

"How ! (cried I) does the author of the Count de
Saldana talk in this manner ? A man who has two
thousand crowns ayear!" , Softly, friend (said Nunez
to 5?35)' I am no longer that happy poet who enjoyed

0
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a well-paid penson. The affairs of the treasurer,
Don Bertrand, are disordered dl of a sudden. He has
fingered and squandered away the King's money;
dl his effects are sdzed, and m?/ pension is gone™ to
the devil.! ' That is a melancholy affair (I resumed),
but hast thou no hOﬂe remaining from that quarter *
"Not the leat (said he). Senor Gomez del Ribero, as
poor as his pod, is gone to the bottom, and will never,
Itissad, get his head above water again.'

, If that be the case, my child (answered I), | must
find out some post to console thee for the loss of th
penson. , | will spare thee that trouble (cried he).
If thou wouldst offer me an employment in the
Minigter's office worth three thousand crowns yearly,
| would refuseit.  The business of clerks will not agree
with the humour of a foster-child of the Muses; |
must enjoy my literary amusements. What shal |
say to thee ? 1 am born to live and die a poet, and
my deﬂlrgl must be fulfilled.

"But don't imagine (continued he) that we are
very unhappy; besdes that we live in ect inde-
pendence, we are boys without care. ple think
that we often dine with Democritus, and there they
are migtaken. There is not one of my fraternity, not
even excepting the makers of amanacs, who 1s not
welcome at some good table.  As for my part, there
are two families where | am aways réceived with
plessure. | have two covers lad for me everyda%/,
one a the house of a fat director of the farms, o
whom | have dedicated,a romance; and the other
at tlie house of arich citizen, who has the diseaese of
being thought to entertain wits everyday at his teble :
[uokuy he s not very delicate in his choice, and the city
furnishes him with ‘great plenty.’ _

, 1 no longer pity thee then (said | to the Asturian
pot), since thou art satisfied with thy condition:
thouqh | protest to thee anew, that thou hast always
in GIl Blas a friend, who is proof againg thy neglect
and indifference; if thou hast occasion for my purse
come boldly to me, and let not a slly shame deprive
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thee of an infalible succour, and rob me of the
plessure of obliging thee! .

, By that generous sentiment (cried Nupez), |
recoghize my friend Santillana. | return a thousand
thanks for thy kind offer, and out of gratitude will give
thee some wholesome advice. While the Count-Duke
continues in_power, and thou art in possesson of his
favour, profit by the opportunity, make haste to enrich
thyself, for | am told he begins to totter.' | asked
Fabricio if he had that intelligence on good authority;
and he answered, ' | have it from a knight of Caa
trava, who has a very singular talent in discovering
the most hidden secrets ; heislooked upon asan oracle,
and this is what | heard him say yedterday. The
Count-Duke has a great many enemies, who are dl
united to ruin him; he depends too much on the
ascendency which he has over the King: that monarch,
itis rg)orted, begins to listen to the complaints which
have aready reached his ears’ | thanked Nunez for
his information, of which | took little notice, but went
home, agersuaded that my master's authority was
immovable, and consdering him as one of those old
oaks which are rooted in a forest, and which no storms
can overthrow.

CHAPTERVIII

Gil Blas is convinced of the truth of Fabricio,s intelli-
gence. The King goes to Saragossa

NEVERTHELESS, what the Asturian poet had told me,
was not without foundation. There was in the palace
a secret confederacy formed against the Count-Duke,
and the Queen™ was sad to be a the head of it; but
none of the messures which they took to displace the
Minigter transpired: nay, a whole year passed before
| perceived that his favour had received the least shock.

' Issbd de Bourbon (1603-1644), eldest daughter of
Henri 1V.
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But the revolt of the Cataonians supported by
France, and the bad success of the war againgt these
rebels, excited the murmurs of the people who com-
plained of the Government. These complaints occa
sioned a council to be held in presence of the King,
who dedred the Marquis de Grana, the Emperor's
ambassador at the Court of Spain, to be there. The
subject of their deliberation being whether it was
most proper for the King to stay in Castile or go
and show himself to his troops in Aragon: the Count-
Duke, who was adverse to the Prince's departure for
the army, spoke first: he represented that it was better
for his Mgesty to remain in the centre of his do-
minions; and supported his opinion with al the
reasons which his eloquence could afford. He had
no sooner concluded his speech than his advice was
unanimously followed by eve?/body in council, except
the Marquis de Grana, who listening to nothing but
his zed for the house of Austria, and giving way to
the frankness of his nation, opposed the sentiment of
the Prime Minister, and supported the contrary opinion
with such force, that the King was struck with the
solidity of his arguments, embraced his opinion, though
it was opposite to that of the whole council, and fixed
the day of his departure for the army.

This was the first time that ever his Miiesty durst
think otherwise than his favourite; who, looking upon
this novelty as a bloody affront, was very much
mortified. When the Minister was going to retire into
his clost, to bite upon the bridle at liberty, he perceived
me, and taking me in along with him, recounted what
had passed at council, with great agitation: then,
liko a man who could not recover from his surprise,
, Yes, Santillana (continued he), the King who for
these twenty years padt, hath spoke with my mouth
and seen through my eyes, now prefers the opinion
of a Granato mine: and in what manner too ? loading
the ambassador with eulogiums, and in particular,
praisng his zed for the house of Audtria, as if that
German loved it better than | do.
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' By this, it is easy to judge (pursued the Minigter)
that there is a party formed aganst me, and that the

ueen is at the hedd of it., , Why, my lord (said 1),

ould you be uneasy with that conjecture ? Has not
the Queen, for more than twelve years, been used to
e you at the helm: and has not the King been in a
long habit of not consulting her ? Asfor the Marquis
de Grana, the monarch, perhaps, chose his opinion, out
of dedre to se his army, and make a on.
"That is not the case (said the Count-Duke), say
rather, my enemies hope that the King being among
his troops, will aways be surrounded by the
noblemen who will attend him; and that more than
one will be found so much disgusted a me, as to
gpeak to the prejudice of my administration: but they
are mistaken ﬁdded he); I" will make the Prince in-
accessible to them dl during the journg/.' This he
aé:tugldly performed, in a manner that deserv
relateq.

The day of the King's departure being arrived, that
monarch,” after having entrusted the Queen with the
care of the Government in his absence, set out for
Saragossa; but in his way, passng b%AranJ uez, was
s0 ddighted with the place, that he dayed there
amogt three weeks: from thence the Minister carried
him to Cuenca, where he amused him till longer, by
various diversons.  Then the pleasures of the chase
detained him a Molinain Aragon; after which, he was
conducted to Saragossa.

His army b_em% not far from thence, he prepared
for Eg_omg to it; but the Count-Duke dtered his in-
clination, by making him believe that he would be
in danger of being taken by the French, who were
masters of the plain of Monzon : so that, the King bei
afraid of the peril which he had no cause to fear, tool
the resolution of remaining shut up a home, as in a
prison. The Minigter taklnfq the advantage of his
terror, and under pretence of watching for his safety,
guarded him, as it were, from the sight of everybody:
and the grandees who had been at a vast expense, 1o

es to be
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ﬁut themselves in a condition to follow their sovereign,
ad not even the satisfaction of obtaining one private
audience.  Philip, a length, tired of beng ill-lodged
at Saragossa, of passing his time slill worse, or if you
{\)/Ilease_; of being prisoner, returned in a little time to

adrid. Thus this monarch finished his campaign,
leaving to the Marquis de Los Veer«, generd of his
troops, the care of maintaining the honour of the
Spanish arms".

CHAPTER IX

The Revolution of Portugal, and the Disgrace of the
Count-Duke

A FEW days after the King's return a very disagreeable
piece ot news spread dl over Madrid. It was reported
that the Portuguese, looking upon the revolt of the
Catalonians as a fair occason offered to them by
fortune, for shaking off the Spanish yoke, had taken
up arms, and chosen the Duke of Braganza for their

ing*; that they were resolved to maintain him on
the throne, and were confident of success, Span
having at that time on her hands enemies in Germany,
Italy, Fanders, and Catalonia: indeed, they could
not have found a more favourable conjuncture for
Igaegg themsdves from a dominion which they de-

Wheat is very singuler is that the Count-Duke, while
both Court and city seemed to be struck with consterna-
tion at the news wanted to joke with the King, at

! Pedro Fgjardo, Marquis de Los Velez underwent a
disastrous defeat before Barcelona. He was transferred
5) Sicily, and was sgnaly unsuccessful as viceroy. He
ied in 1693,

_“ Thechronology is fantastic. The Portuguese Revolu-
tion began on DeCember 1, 1640. Phllgp IV st out for
Saragosa in the spring of 1642, and did not return to
Madridtill thecloseof theyear.
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the expense of the Duke of Braganza'; but Philip, far
from being pleased with his raillery, assumed a very
grave air, which disconcerted him and made him fore-
see his disgrace: he no longer doubted his own fall
when he understood that the Queen had openly declared
herself againgt him, and loudly accused him of having,
t% his bad administration, occasioned the revolt o

rtugad. The grestest g’grt of the grandees, especidly
those who had been a Saragossa, no sooner perceived
that a tempest was brewing over the head of the Count-

Duke than they joined the Queen ; and what gave the
last stroke to his favour was the arrival of the Duchess
Dowager of Mantua, formerI{.Governeﬁs of Portugdl.
Thislady, on her return from Lisbon to Madrid, plainly
demondirated to the King that the revolution of that
K}lngcéom happened through the fault of the Prime

inister,

_ The discourse of this Princess made a great impres-
sion on the mind of the monarch, who, being at length
roused from his infatuation for his favourite, stripped
him of dl the affection which he had entertained for
him.  When the Minigter was informed that the King
listened to his enemies, he wrote a letter to him, asking
leave to resign his employment, and remove from
Court, since people were so unjust as to impute to him
al the misfortunes which had happened to the kingdom
during the course of his administration. He thought
that this letter would have a great effect, and that the
Prince dill preserved so much friendship for him as
to detain him at Court; but al the answer which his
Majesty returned wes the permission that he desired,
with leave to retire whithersoever he would®.

1 When it became n to tdl Philip that the
Portuguesehad risen, Olivar6s affected to treat the matter
asahuge tj oke:—, TheDuke of Braganza has taken leave
of h|s,W|ea, and has been mad enough to let himsdf he
Proclam King of Portugal: thus his duchy (which is
he fcl)\bljrt'h art ‘of the kingdom) and his fortune fall to
oyr .

y EIOIi\?Jar&; retired on January 16, 1643.



392 GIL BLAS DE SANTILLANA

These words, written by the King's own hand,
were a thunderbolt to his Grace, who by no means
expected such a reply: but thou?ﬁ he was very much
confounded, he affected an air of constancy, and asked
what | would do were | in his place. , |"'would sobn
take my resolution (sad I); \_/vould abandon the
Court, and pass the rest of my days in peace at some one
of my edaes in the country.' © , That is wholesome
advice (replied my master), and | am fully resolved to
finish my career af Loeches, after | shall have once more
conversed with the King: for | want to demonstrate
to him that | have done al that human prudence could
suggest to sustain the weighty burden with which |
was loaded; and that it was impossible for me to pre-
vent the melancholy events lad at my door ; bein
no more to blame than a skilful pilot, who, in spite o

he can do, sees his vessdl tossed about by the waves
and winds  The Minister ill flattered himself that
by speaking to the Prince he might adjust matters, and
régain the ground which he had lost; but he never could

rocure an audience, and, besides, he was requested
0 give up the key of the door by which he used to
enter, when he pléased, into his Majesty's apartment.
Concluding, then, that there were no further hopes for
him, he determined in good earnest to retire. He
examined his papers, a great (?uantlty of which he very
prudently committed to the flames; then naming the
officers of his household and valets whom he intended
to follow him, he gave orders for his departure,
which was fixed for next day. As he was afraid of
being insulted by the populace, in coming out of the
E_eiaoe, he dippéd away earlty in the morning b% the
itchen door, and, getting info a sorry coach, with his
confessor and me, safely pipceeded for Loeches, a vil-
lage belonging to him, whore his lady had built a mag-
nificent convent for nuns of the Dominican Order.
Thither he repaired in less than four hours, and dl his
attendants arrived soon after.
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CHAPTER X

The anxiety and cares which at first disturbed the repose
of the Count-Duke, and the happy tranquillity by
which they were succeeded.  The occupations of the
Minister in his retreat

MADAME DB OLIVATES let her husband st out for
Loeches and stayed a few days after him at Court,
with a design totry if by her tears and entreaties she
could not effect his being recalled : but in vain did she
prostrate hersef before their Majesties; the King had
no regard to her remongtrances, though artfully pre-
ﬁared ; and the Queen, who hated her mortally, beheld
er tears with plessure’.  The Minister's wifé was not
repulsed for dl that; she humbled Tiersdf so far as to
implore the good offices of the Queen's ladies; but the
fruit which she reaped from her humiliation was to per-
cave that it excited contempt rather than compassion.
Vexed at having taken such humbling steps to no pur-
ﬁo& she went and joined her husband, to grieve with
im for the loss of a place which, under areign like that
of Philip the Fourth, was perhaps the first in the
monarchy. - )

This lady's report of the condition in which she left
Madrid redoubled the affliction of the Count-Duke:
"Y our enemies (said she, weeping), the Duke of Medina
Cdi, and the other grandees who hate you, incessantly
R/qas_e the King for having deprived you of the

inistry; and the people celebrate your disgrace with
an insolence of joy, as if the end or the national mis-
fortunes wes attached to that of your administration.’

' Madam (said my master to her), follow my example,
and tifle your sorrow; wemust yield to the tempest
which we” cannot divert. | thought, indeed, that |
could have perpetuated my favour even to the end of
my life; the ordinary illuson of Ministers and

! The Countess de Olivares had been Migress of the
R 3
(o]
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favourites, who forget that their fate depends upon their
sovereign: has not the Duke of Lerma been mistaken
as wdl as |, though he imagined that his purple was
the sure ,guarantee of the eterna duration of Ips
authority ] .

In this manner did the Count-Duke exhort his spouse
to arm hersdlf with patience; while he himsdf was in
an agitation, which was daly increased by the dis-

ches which he receved from Don Henry, who,
having remained at Court to observe, took “care to
inform _him exactly of everything that happened: it
was Scipio who brought the letters from that young
nobleman, whom he still served, | having quitted him
uPon_ his marriage with Dona Juana.  The dispatches
of this adopted son were alw:ys filled with bad news,
and, unhappily, no other could be expected from him.
Sometimes he wrote that the grandees, not content
with rgoicing publicly at the retreat of the Count-
Duke, were again reunited to turn dl his creatures
from the posts and employments which they pos ,
to replace them with his enemies: another time he
observed that Don Luis de Haro. began to come into
favour, and would in al probability, be made Prime
Minister. Of dl the disagreseble” news which my
master received, that which seemed to affect him most
was the change made in the Viceroyaty of Naples,
which the Court, soldy to mortify him, took from the
Duke of Medina de Las Torres,” whom he loved, and
%avgd it to the Admiral of Cadtile, whom he had aways

ated.

I ma¥ venture to say that during three months his
Grace Telt nothing in” his solitude but trouble and
chagrin; but his confessor, who was a Dominican friar,
and with the mogt solid piety, posessed a manly do-
quence, had power enoughto console him. By means
of representing with energy that he ought to bend his
thoughts entirely to his own sdvation, he had, with
the help of grace, the good fortune to detach his mind

! Luis Mendez de Haro (1593-1661) was nephew of
Olivares, whom he succeeded in office.
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from the Court  His Excellency would no longer hear
any news from Madrid, his whole care being now en-
%rossed_ in preparing for his later end. Madame de

livares dso, making a good use of her retrest, met
with a consolation prepared by Providence in the con-
vent which she had founded; there were among the
nuns some holy maidens, whose conversation, full of
balm, insensbly sweetened the hitterness of her life:
in proportion as my master turned his thoughts from
worldly affairs, he became more and more tranquil;
and, in this manner regulated the day. He spent
amost the whole morning in hearing Massin the church
of the convent, and then returned to dinner; after which
he amused himsdlf about two hoursin playing at &l sorts
of gameswith meand someother of hismost affectionate
domestics; then usualy retired by himsdf into his
closst, where he remained till sunset; a which time
he took a turn in his garden, or an airing in his coach,
in the neighbourhood of his castle, accompanied some-
times by his confessor, and sometimes by me.

One da%/, being done with him, admiring the
serenity of his countenance, | took the liberty to say,
"My lord, alow me to express my joy: from the ar
of satisfaction in your looks, | conclude that your
Excellency begins to be accustomed to retirement.’
, | am aready quite familiarized to it (answered he),
and though | have been a long time used to business,
| protest to thee, child, that | am everyday more and
more pleased with the quiet and elife which |
leed in this place’

CHAPTER XI

The Count-Duke becomes, all of a sudden, sad and
thoughtful: the surprising cause of his melancholy,
with its fatal consequence

His Grace, in order to vary his occupations, amused
himsdf sometimes dso in cultivating his garden.  One
day while | behed him a work, he sdd to me in a
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jocular strain: ' Santillana, thou seest a Minigter

ished from Court turned gardener at Loeches'
"My lord (answered | in the same tonaeg, methinks | see
Dionysius of Syracuse, schoolmaster a Corinth.' My
master amiled a my reply, and was not at dl displessed
at the comparison. )

All the people in the house were overjoyed to se
their master superior to his disgrace, charmed with a
life so different from that which he had aways led;
when we perceived with sorrow that he visibly changed:
he became gloomy, thoughtful, and sunk into a most
profound melancholy. He left off plgymg with us,
and no longer seemed sensible of dl that we could in-
vent for his diversion ; but locked himself L_JP, after
dinner, in his dosst, where he remained done till night:
we imegined that his chagrin had been occasion
the returning idea of his past greainess, and in that
opinion, left him with the Dominican friar, whose

ocfuence however, could not triumph over the melan-
choly of his Grace, which, instead of diminishing,
seemed daily to increase. ) )

It came into my head that the pensiveness of this
Minister might have some particular cause, which he
was uanImgeSt_o disclose; and on this conjecture |
formed the design of drawing the secret from him:
for this purpose, | lay in wait for an opportunity of

ing to him in private, and having found it: " My

lord (sad | with an ar of respect, mingled with affec-
tion), may Gil Blas be s0 bold as to put one question
tohismaser 7 , Spesk (hereplied), | give thee leave!
, What eésad I) is become of that satisfaction which
appeared in your Excdlency's face ? Have you no
longer that ascendency which you had once gained over
fortune ? or does your logt favour excite new regret
within ¥ou ? Would you be plunged again in that
abyss of trouble, from which vour virtue hath extri-
catled you? ,No, thank neaven (returned the
Thereis alegend that Dionysius the younger ed

% n%gglﬂat Coﬁ%th after hia >éxpulsjon ¥rorrr]19 S’gPyen by
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Minister), my memory is no longer engrossed by the
part which | acted at Court; | have for ever forgotten
the honourswhich | there enjoyed.' , Why, then (said
1), since you have philosophy enough to banish t
things from your remembrance, are you so wesk &s to
abandon yoursdlf to a melancholy which alarmsus al ?
Whet is the matter with you, my dear master ? (added
I, throwing mysdf at his feet) you have, doubtless,
some secret sorrow that consumes you : will alou make
a mystery of it to Santillana, whose zed, fidelity, and
discretion you know so wedl ? By what misfortune
have | lost your confidence ?

, Thou hast it ill (said he): but | confess | have a
reluctance to reved the cause of that sadness with
which thou seest me overwhelmed: neverthdess, |
cannot resist the entreaties of such a servant and a
friend as thee. Know then the cause of my disquiet,
which is a secret that | could impart to none but San-
tillana. Yes (continued he), | am a prey to the most
disma melancholy, which gradualy consumes my life.
| s dmogt every moment a spectre, which presents
itsdf before me In the mogt terrible shape. In vain
have | sad to mysdf that it is no more than an illusion,
an unsubgtantial phantom of my brain: the continual
apparition infests my view and disturbs my repose.
Though my understanding is strong enough to persuade
me that this spectre is realy nothing, | am notwith-
sanding weak enough to be afflicted at the vision.
This is what thou hast forced me to disclose (added he),
and thou mayst judge whether or not | am to blame
in conceding from dl the world the cause of my
melancholy.! | was equally grieved and astonished
to hear such an extraordinary declaration, which was
a drong indication of the machine's being disordered”.
, My lord (said | to the Minister), is not this occasioned

 According to the Jesuit Sebagtian Gonzalez, Olivaree
was sad to have received a letter from the Kins, the
contents of which so disturbed him that he fdl iff, and
began to wander: see the Coleccion de documentos ineditos
para la historia de Espana (Madrid, 1842-95), xxxvi, 570.
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by top little nourishment ? for your abstinence is

excessve' |, That was what | imegined @t first

(answered he), and to try if it was actudly owing to

my diet, | have, for some de}ys past, esten more than

usual; but without any effect; the phantom dlill

s, It will certainly disappear (said | to con-

e him): and if your Excellency would relax yoursdlf

a little, by playing again with your faithful Servants,

| believe you would soon find yourself delivered from
these gloomy vapours” ) ]

_In alittle time after this conversation, his Grace fell
sick; and finding the affair grow serious, sent to
Madrid for two notaries to make his will; as dso, for
three famous physicians, who had the reputation of
curing their petients sometimes.  As soon as the ar-
rival of these last was reported in the castle, nothing
was heard but groans and lamentations: the servants
looked upon the desth of their master as just at hand ;
S0 much were they prejudiced against these gentlemen,
who had brought aong with them an apothecary and
surgeon, the usua executioners of thelr prescriptions.
They let the notaries do their business; after which
they prepared to do their own: being of Doctor San-
grado's principles, in their very first consultation, they
ordered repested bloodings; sO thet, in Sx days, they
reduced the Count-Duke to extremity, and on the
seventh ddlivered him entirely from his apparition.

Upon the deeth of this Minister, a deep and sincere
sorrow reigned in the castle of Loeches™: dl his domes-
tics wept bitterly: far from consoling themselves for
his loss, with the certainty of being comprehended in
his will, there was not one among them who would not
have renounced his legacy to recdl him to life As

! Olivares died a Toro—not a Loeches—on July 22,
1645, Sebadtian Gonzalez reports that Olivares "had
asked the King's leave, on account of his failing hedlth,
to remove to Loeohes, and that the letter which sent him
off his baance contained a refusal couched in these
terms: ' Tratad ahora de tener salud, que para convalecer
buen luger es Toro.
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for me, who had been beloved by him, and whose
attachment flowed from pure persona affection, | was
more afflicted than dl the rest; and | question whether
| sllzed more tears for Antonia than for the Count-
Duke.

CHAPTER XII

The transactions at the castle of Loeches, after the death
Qf” the Count-Duke; and the departure of San-
tillana

THE Miniger, according to his own direction, being
buried without noise and pomp, in the convent of nuns,
to the sound of our lamentations; after the funera,
Madame de Olivares ordered the will to be read, with
which dl the domestics had resson to be satidfied.
Every one had a legacy proportioned to his station;
and the least was two thousand crowns : mine was the
most considerable ; his Grace having bequeathed to
me ten thousand(fistola as a proof of hisdparticular
affection. Hedid not forget the hospitals, and founded
an annual service in severa convents.

Madame de Olivares sent dl the domestics to Madrid,
to receive their legacies from the steward Don Ray-
mond Caporis who had orders to pay them; but |
could not accompanv them, being detained at the castle
seven or eight days by a high fever, which was the fruit
of my affliction. In this stuation, | was not aban-
doned by the Dominican friar: that good clergyman
had conceived an affection for me; and interesting
himsdf in my salvetion, asked, when he saw me in a
fair way, what | intended to do. 'l don't know, my
good father (answered 1): | have not, as yet, deter-
mined with mysdf on that score: a some moments,
| am tempted to shut mysdf up in a cdl, and do
penance’ ' Those are precious moments ! (cried the
Dominican): Senor de Santillana, you will do well to
profit by them. | advise you as a friend, without
your ceesing to be a layman, to retire, for example,
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into our convent a Madrid, to make yoursdf a bene-
factor to it, by a donation of &l your fortune, and
die there in the habit of . Dominic. A grest many
people expiate a worldly lifo by such an end.’ ,

| was then in such a disposition of mind that | began
to rdish the advice, and told his reverence that |
would consder it. But having consulted Scipio, whom
| saw immediately after the monk, he inveighed

ainst that sentiment, which seemed to him the whim
of asick person. ' Fe! Sefior de Santillana (said he),
can you be pleased with such aretreat ? Will not your
house at Lirias afford one much more agreegble ? If
you were del ighted with it heretofore, you will have a
much better relish for the sweets of it now that you are
of an age much more proper for tasting the beauties of
nature.’

The son of Coscolina had no great difficulty in
making me change my opinion. ' Friend (said 1),
thou hast prevailed over the Dominican. | see it will
be better for me to return to my castle, and fix my
resolution accordingly: we will repair to Lirias, as
soon as | shal be in a condition to travel.” And this
happened very soon; for the fever having left me in a
little time, | found mysdf strong enough to put my
desgn in execution.  Scipio and | went first to Madrid,
the sight of which city no longer gave me that pleasure
which | had formerly felt; as | knew that dmogt dl
its inhabitants abhorred the memory of a Miniger of
whom | preserved the most tender remembrance, |
could not behold it with a favourable eye: and there-
fore stayed in it only five or dx days, which Scipio
employed in making preparations for our departure
for Lirias. While he was busy about our equipage, |
went to Capons, who gave me my legacy in doubloons ;
| likewise vidted the receivers of the commanderies,
on whom | had pensons, took measures with them for
the payment; and in aword, put al my affairs in order.

On the evening before our departure, | asked the son
of Coscolina if he had taken his leave of Don Henry.
'Yes (answered he), we this morning parted good
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friends: he assured me that he was sorry for my
leaving him ; but if he was satisfied with me, | was not
so with him: it is not enough that the valet pleases
the master, the master ought, at the same time, to
Blease the valet; otherwise they are very ill-met.
3esides (added he), Don Henry makes but a pitiful
figure at Court, where he is sunk into the lowest con-
tempt. He is even pointed a in the streets, and
everybody cdls him the son of the Genoese.  So you
may guess whether or not it is agreeable to a lad of
honour to serve aman in such disgrace.’ )

At length we st out from Madrid early one morning,
and took the road to Cuencain the following order and
equipage : my confidant and | were mounted in a chaise
and pair, conducted by apostilion ; three moyles|oaded
with our baggage and money, and led by two grooms,
followed close alter; and two lusty lackeys, chosen by
Scipio, mounted on mules and armed to the teeth,
brought up the rear: the grooms wore sabres, and
the podtilion had two good pistols at his saddle-
bow. Aswe werein al seven men, six of whom were
very resolute, | travelled merrily, without any appre-
hension of Ipsgg my legacy. ~Our moyies proudly
sounding their bells in the villages through which we
passed, the peasants ran to their doors to see the march
of our equipage, which they imagined belonged to some
grandee going to take possession of a vice-royalty.

CHAPTER XIlI

Qil Blas returns to his castle, where he is overjoyed to
find Seraphina, his god-daughter, marriageable:
and falls in love with another lady

| SPENT fifteen days on the road to Lirias, being under
no necessity of travelling fast: al that | desired was
to arrive at it safely; and my wish was accomplished.
The s%ht of my castle at first inspired me with some
melancholy thoughts, in recaling the memory of
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Antonia: but | soon banished them, by entertainin
my fancy with more pleasant ideas: and this | coul
the more easily do, as twenty years, which wered
since her death, had a good ded weakened the force,
of my sorrow. _

As soon as | entered the cadle, Beatrice and her
daughter came with great esgerness to sdute me:
then the father, mother, and child hugged one another
with transports of joy, which charmed me.

After their mutual embraces, | looked at my god-
daughter attentwelly, saying: , Can this be that
Seraphina whom | [eft in” the cradle when | departed
from Lirias? | am overjoyed to se her agan, so
tal and so handsome, we must have her setiled for
life' , How ! my dear godfather (cried she, reddening
at my last words), you have seen me but for a moment,
and you aready talk of getting rid of me? | No, my
child, (answered 1), we don't intend to lose You by
marriage: we must have a husband who will enjoy
you, without robbing your parents of your company,
and in a manner live with us atogether." )

"Such a one offers at present (sad Beatrice): a
gentleman of this county having seen Sergphina one

ay at Mass in the village chapel, Tell in love with her.
He has been to vist me, declared his on, and
aked my consent. "If you had it (said | to him),
you would be never the nearer; Seraphina depends
uPon her father and godfather, who aone can di

of her. All that | can do for you is to inform them
by aletter of your demand, which, | own, does honour
to my daughter.” Redly, gentlemen (added she), |
was going to write about 1t immediately; but now
tﬂatkyou are returned, you shdl do in it what you
think™ proper.’

'B Sg%r Scipio?, what character has this hidalgo ?
Is he, like most of your smdl _gent[;/, proud of his
nobility and insolent to plebeans 7  Not at dl
(replied Bestrice): he is a sweet-tempered young man,
extremely polite, has a good mien, and is'not yet full
thirty. *, You draw an agreesble picture of that
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ga/dier (sad | to Beatrice): pray, what is his name ?
Don Juan de Jutdla (answered Scipio's wife): he
has but lately succeeded to his father, and lives in a
castle about” a league hence with a younger Sder,
who is under his care’ 'l have formerly (sad I)
heard of this gentleman's family, which is one of the
most noble hi the kingdom of Vaencia' '| esteem
his nobll|éy (cried Scipio) less than the qualities of his
heart and understanding; and this Don Juan will
suit us very well, provided he be a man of honour.’
He has the reputation of one (said Seraphina, joining
hi the conversation): the inhabitants of Lirias, who
knew him, give him the best of characters. At these
words of mylgoddaughter | smiled to her father;
who having” likewise observed them, concluded that
his daughter was not displeased at her gdlant.
This cavalier soon got notice of our arriva at Lirias,
and two days after appeared a our cedle He
sduted us gracefully, and, far from contradicting by
his presence what Bedtrice had said to his advantage,
his behaviour made us conceive a high opinion of his
merit. Hetold us, that as our neighbour, he had come
to Qorelgrat_ulate_us upon our happy return; and we
received him with dl the courtesy in our power: but
this visit, which was made out of pure civility, passed
in mutual compliments: and Don Juan, without
having mentioned a syllable of his passon for Sera
Bhlna, retired, only desiring our permission to profit
y aneighbourhood, which he foresaw would be very
agreeable to him.  When he was gone Beatrice asking
our opinions of the gentleman, we answered that he
had us in his favour; and that in dl
appearance fortune could not offer a better match for
Seraphina. . )
The very next day | went out after dinner with
Coscalinds son to return the visit which we owed to
Don Juan. We took the road to his castle, conducted
by a guide, who (when we had walked about three-
uarters of an hour), sad, * There is the castle of Don
uan de Jutella’ 'In van did we cast our eyes dl
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around the country; it was a long time before we
perceived it: nay, we did not discover it till we arrived
at thegate ; for it was Situated at thefoot of amountain,
in the middle of a wood, whose lofty trees conceded,
it from the view. The house denoted the nobility
more than the opulence of its master ; however, when
we entered, we found the craziness of the building
compensated by the richness of the furniture.

Don Juan received us in a ver% handsome hall,
where he introduced us to a lady whom he cdled his
Sger Dorothea, and who seemed to be about the age
of nineteen or twenty. She was full-dresssed, because
having expected our visit, she was desirous of appearing
as amiable as she could; and offering herself to my
view in dl her charms, she made the Same impression
that Antonia had made upon my heart; that is, | was
disconcerted: but concealed my disorder so wel that
Scipio himself did not observe’it.  Our conversation
like that of the preceding day, turned upon the mutual
plessure we should enjoy” in visiting one another,
and living together in &' good neighbourhood. He
did not, as yet, speak to us of Seraphma, and we gave
him no encouragement to declare his passion, resolving
that it should first come from himself. During the
conversation, | frequently eyed Dorothea, though |
affected to look a her as'little as possible; and every
time our eyes met she darted fresh arrows into my
soul. | must say, however, for the ske of truth,
that this beloved object was not a perfect beauty:
for, though her skin was of a dazzling whiteness and
her lips of the complexion of the rose, her nose was
somewhat too long, and her eyes too little. Never-
theless, the whole together quite enchanted me.

In short, | did not leave the castle of Jutdla as |
had entered it; and on my return to Lirias, my mind
was S0 wholly W by Dorothes, that | saw nothing
but her, and she was the' sole subject of my converse
tion. , How, master ! (said Scipio, looking at me with
astomshment)adyou are very full of Don Juan's sder.
Hath she made a conquest of your heart 7 ' Yes
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friend (answered I?, and | blush at my own weakness.
0 heavens! must |, who, since Antennas death, have
beheld a thousand beauties with indifference, meet
with one, at my age, who, in spite of al my endeavours,
inflames mewithlove!" , Wél, sr (replied Coscolinas
son), you ought to rejoice, instead of complaining at
the adventure: there is nothing ridiculous in a man
of %/our dge being in love; and time hath not as yet
so furrowed your brow as to deprive you of the hope
of pleasing. "Take my advice, and when next you see
Don Juan, boldly demand his sster in marriage; he
cannot refuse her to such a person asyou: and besides,
if it is absolutely necessary that Dorothea's husband
should be a gentleman, are not you one ? You have
letters of nobility, and that is enough for your posterity,
when time shall have shrouded these |etters with that
thick veil which covers the origin of dl great families:
after four or five generations, the race of Santillana
will be most illustrious:

CHAPTER XIV

The double marriage celebrated at Lirias, which concludes
the history of Gil Blas de Santillana

SOIPIO, by this discourse, encouraged me to declare
mysdf the lover of Dorothea, without consdermg
that he exposed me to the risk of a refusal: | coul
not, however, determine upon it without trembling:
for, athough | looked younger than | was, and could
have sunk ten good years at least of my age, | could
not help thinking | had good reason to doubt of my
plessng a young beauty. | resolved, nevertheess
to risk the demand as soon as | should see her brother,
who, for his part, being uncertain of obtaining my
goddaughter, was not without abundance of anxiety.
He returned to my house next mornmg,a{ust as |
had done dressing; and sad, ' Senor de Santillana, |
am come to-day, to talk with you about a serious
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affair., | carried him into my closat, where, coming
to the point at once, ' | believe (continued he) that you
are not ignorant of my errand. | love Seraphing;
and as you can sway her father to anything, pray,
render him favourable to me; procure for me the
object of my passion, and let me owe the happiness of
my life to you.' , Senor Don Juan (answered 1),
since you come to the business a once, give"me leave
to follow your example; and, after having promised
you my good officeswiththe father of my goddaughter,
to demand your interest with your sister in my behalf.’
At these [ast words Don Juan expressed an agreesble
surprise, from which | drew a favourable omen.
, Is it possible (cried he), that Dorothea made a con-
quest of your heart yesterday ? 'l am quite charmed
with her! (said 1) and will think myself the happiest
of mankind, if my demand is agreegble to you both.'
" Of that you may be assured (he r?l_led): noble as
we are, we will 'not disdain your dliance’ 'l am
very glad (answered ) that you make no difficulty in
receiving a plebeian for your brother-in-law: | esteem
you the more on that account; and in so doing you
show your good understanding: but, were you even
S0 vain as to refuse your Sster's hand to anybody but
a %entlemaw, know, that | could satisfy your pride;
| have laboured twenty years under thé Minister;
and the King, to recompense the services which | have
done the State, has gratified me with letters of nobility,
which Kou shdl s’ So saying, | took my patent
out of the drawer where it lay concealed, and presented
it to the gentleman, who read it attentively, from
inning to end, with vast satisfaction. ' This is ex-
ent ! Eatd he, restoring the papers): Dorothea is
yours' , Andyou (cried 1) may depend upon Sergphina.
These two marriages being thus resolved upon, Al
that remained wasto know if the brides would' consent
with a good grace: for Don Juan and |, being equally
ddicate, did not intend to force their indinations
That gentleman returned, therefore, to his cadle of
Jutella, to propose me to his sister; and | assembled
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Scipio, Bestrice, and their daughter, to communicate
the conversation | had with that cavalier. Bedtrice
was for accepting him without hesitation; and Sera-
phina, by her slence, showed that she was of her
mother's” opinion. As to the father, he was not
indeed averse to the match; but expressed some
uneasiness about the dowry which, he said, must be
given to the gentleman whose castle had such pressing
need of repars. | stopped Scipio's mouth, telling him
that affair concerned me, and that | would make a

resent to my goddaughter of four thousand pistoles
or her portion. . .

Don Juan returning that very evenmP, "Your
affairs (sad | to him) succeed to a miracle; | wish
mine may be in no worse condition. , They are aso
on an excdlent footing (he replied), | had no occasion
to employ authority to obtain Dorotheas consent:
your person is to her liking, and she is pleased with
your behaviour. Y ou were gpprehensive of your being
disagreesble to her; and sheis more justly afraid, that
having nothing but her heart and hand to offer—'
' What more would | have ? (cried I, in a transport of
{oy):_ since the charming Dorothea has no reluctance
o'unite her fate with mine | ask no more: | am rich
enough to marry her without a portion, and the

on of her aone will crown my wishes1'

Don Juan and |, very wel pleased with having
brought matters happily So far, resolved to hasten our
nuptids by suppressing al superfluous ceremonies.
| brought™ this gentleman and Seraphines parents
together; and after they had agreed upon the conditions
of the marriage, he took his leave, promising to return
next day with Dorothea.  The desire | had of appear-
ing agréeable to that lady made me employ three good
hours, @ leadt, in adjusting and adonizing myself; and
yet, for dl that, | could not make mysdf pleased with
my own person. It is only a plessuré for a young man
to prepare himsdf for visiting his mistress.” but to one
.who beginsto grow ald it is quite a fatl%lée. However,
| was more happy than | desarved to
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When next | saw Don Juan's sster, she regarded
me with such afavourable eye, that | imagined myself
still good for something. | had a long conversation
with "her, was charmed with her disposition; and
concluded, that, with delicate behaviour, and a gresat
deal of complaisance, | should become a beloved
soouse, Elevated by this agreeable hope, | sent to
Valencia for two notaries, who drew up the contract
of marriage; then we had recourse to the curate of
Paterria, who came to Lirias, and married Don Juan
and me to our mistresses. . ]

Thus, for the second time, did | light the torch of
Hymen, and had no cause to repent my conduct.
Dorothea, like a virtuous wife, made a pleasure of her
duty; and, sensble of my care to anticipate her
desires, soon attached hersdf to me, as much as if |
had been ayoung man. On the other hand, Don Juan
and my goddaughter were inflamed with mutual
ardour; and, what is very singular, the two sisters-
in-law conceived the most passionate and sincere
friendship for one another. As for my part, | found
so many good qudities in my brother-in-law, that |
felt a real affection for him; “and he did not repay it
with ingratitude. In short, the union that reigned
among us was such, that in the evening, when we
parted, only till next day, that separation was not
performed without pain; so that, of the two families
we resolved to make one, which should live sometimes
a ht_h(laq c:;fastlet r(])_f Lirias, and somgtémegaat that gtf_ Jutelllja,
which, for this purpose, received great r ions,
the help of his |fxce|pc|’§ﬁcy's pistolesg e B Y
| have for three years, gentle reader, led a ddlicious
life with people whom | [ove so much; and to crown
my felicity, Heaven has blessad me with two children,
whom | ploudy bdieve to be my own, and whose
education shal be the amusement of my old age.

THE END
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Barham. The Ingoidsby Legend,. (9)
Barrow (Sir John). The Mutiny of the Bounty. Introduction Iby
Admiral Sr CYPRIAN BRIDGE  (19)
Betham-Ed wards (M.) The Lord of the Harvest Introduction by
FREDERIC HARRISON. (1%
Blackmore (R. D.). LornaDoone. Intro, by T. H. WARREn (171)
Borrow. TheBiblein Spain. (75)
Lavengro. (66)
The Romany Rye. (73)
Brontfe Sigters.
Charlotte Brontg. Jane Eyre. (X)
Shirley. (14)
Villette. (47) _
The Professor, “and the Poems of Charlotte, Emily, and Anns
Bronte, Introduction by THEODORE WATTSDUNTON. (78)
Emily Bronte. Wuthering Heights, (10)
Anne Bronte. AgnesGrey. (141
The Tenant of Wlldfell HalI 7?
Brown (Dr.John). HoraeSlJbseuvae Intro,by AUSTIN DOrSON. (118)
Browning (Elizabeth Barrett). Poem!: A Sdection. (176)
Browning (Robert). Poems and Plays, 1833-184,. (52)
Poems, 1849-1864. (137)
Buckle. The Higory of Civilization in England. 3 vols. (41,48,53)
Bunyan. ThePilgrim'sProgress (12)
Burke. Works. 6 volt.
Vol.1. Qeaerd Introduction by JudgeWILLIsand Preface by P. W.
RAFFETT. (71)
Vols.I1. IV. V. VI. Prefaces by F.W.RAFFETT. (81,112-114)
Vol.Ill. prefaces by P. M. WILLIS. (111)
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Burns, Poemt (34)
Butler. The Anadogy of Religion, Edited, with Notes, by W. &
GLADSTONE ~ (136)
Byron. Poems. A Sdection. (180)
Carlyle. On Heroes and Hero-Worship. (62)
Past and Present Introduction by O K CHESTERTON. (153)
Sartor Recartus  (19)
The French Revolution. Introduction by C. R. L. FLETCHER. 2 vols

{1.25, 1@ . )
The Life of John Sterling.  Introduction by W. MALI WHITE. (144)
Cervantes. Don Quixote. Trandated by C JERVAS Intro and Notesby
J FITZMAURICe KELLy 2\/0Is With afrontispiece. (130.131)
Chaucer. TheCanterbury Tdes (76)
TheWorks of Fromthetext of Professor SKEAT. 3vals. Vol. | (42);
1] ; Vol 11, containing the whole of the Canteibury

al 76)
Cobbold. M(argaret Catchpot,. Intro, by CLEMENT SHORTER. (ng)
Coleridge. Poems. Introduction by Sir A. T. QUILLER-COUCH (99)
Cooper (T. Fenimore). The Last of the Mohicans (163)
Cowper. Letters. Sdected, with Introduction, by E V LUCAS. (138)
Darwin. TheOrigin of Species. With a Note by GRANT ALLEN, (11)
Defoe. Captain Singleton  Intro, by THEODORE WATTS-DUNTOn. (82)
Robinson Crusoe.  (17) "
De Quincey. Confessionsof an English Opium-Eater (33)
Dickens. Great Expectations, With 6 Illustrations by WArWICe
GOBLI. (128)
Oliver Twig. (8)
Pickwick Papers, With 43 Illustrations by SEYMOUR and « PHIZ, a
tols (120,121)
Tdeof Two Cities (38)
Dryden. Tianslation of Virgil. (37)
Dufferln (Lord). Letters from High Latitude,. Illustrated, With
Introduction by R W. MACAN
Eliot (George). Adam Bede (63)
Fdix Holt Introduction by VIOLA METNEIL. (179)
Romola.  Introduction by VIOLA MEyNELI (178)
Scenes of Clerica Life. Introduction by ANNIE MATHESON. (155)
Slass Marner, The Lifted Veil, and Brother Jacob.  Introduction by
THEODORE WATTS-DUNTON. (80)
The Mill on the Flos, (31)
Bmeraoa. English Traits, and Representative Men, (30)
Essays. Firs and Second Seies (6)
English Critical Essays (Nineteenth Century). Sdected and Edited
by RDMUND D JONES, (200)
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English Essays. Chosen and arranged by W. PACOCI. (32)

En |ISh Essay Book of). Chosen by S. V. MAKOWEr
9 SBLACKWeLL( (172) ) by
Engllsh Letters Fifteenth to Nineteenth C(%)uria) Sdected and

edited by M DUCKITT and H WRAGG.
English Prose from Mandeville to Ruskin. Chosen and
arranged by W PEACOCK  (45)
Engllsh ed%se Nar EaévE 2(Mtizsu:nptlve and Dramatic.
Engllsh Short St Selected. (Nineteenth Century.) Introduction
by Prof. HUGH WALKeR (193)
English Songsand Ballads. Compiled by T. W. H CROSLAND (13)
Englls SAp es, from B §<e to Gladstone. Sdected by
b R B A B
Fieldln JournaJ ofaVogaﬂetoLlsbon etc. Introduction and Notes by
N OOBSON [ustrati (142
Gait (John) Fh« Entail. Introduction by JOHN AYSCOUgH. (177)
Gaskell (Mrs.). Introductions by CLEMENT SHORTER.
Cousin,Phiills, snd other Tdes ec. (1 %
Cranford. The e Cage at Cranford, and The Moorland Cottage, (110)
The'Cage hasnothnhertobeen eﬁ nted.
L|ZZ|eLe|gh The Grey Woman, and other Tdes ec. (175
Barton. (16)
NorhandSouth (154
Right at Last and ether Tdes, ec. (205)
Round the Sofa. (190)

Ruth, (It
Slyvia's Lovers. E156)
Ives and Daughters  (157)
Gibbon. Declineand Fall of the Roman Empire. With Maps. 7 vds

Auto@%grapﬁy ?h§4 é(?g C’[IO?] by J B. BURY. (139)

Goethe, Faust, Part &w ith Marlowe's Dr Faustus). trandated by
RNANQTIR Introduction by Sr A. W. WARD. (135)

Goldsm th. Poems  Introduction and Notesby AUSTIN DOBSON. (123
The Vicar of Wekefield.  (4)
Grant (James). The Captain of the Guard. (159
Hawthorne. The Scarlet Letter. Igl
Hazlitt Characters of Shakespeare's Plays Introduction by Sir V. T.
QUILLER-COUCH. (205)
Lectures on the English Comic Writers.  Introduction by R~ Brimley
JOHNSON. (12

Sketch&sand Essays (15)
irit of th .
hleTalk g "
Winterdow. (25) . )
Herbert (George). Poems. Introduction by ARTHUR WAUGH. -109
Herrick. Poems 116)
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Holmes(Oliver Wendell). TheAutocratpftheBreakfas—TableégS’%?
ThePoet At the Breakfast-Table. Introductionby Sr W.ROBERT

Nicoll.
TheProfessor zgiﬁe Breakfast-Table. Introduction by Sr W.ROBERT-
SON NICOLL. (89
Homer. lliad. Trandated b 18
Odyssey. Trandated by Po);l)g()p(%(i)( )

Hood. Selected Poems. Introduction by WALTER JERROLD. (87)

Home (R. H.). A New Spirit of the Age. Intro. W. JERROLD. (127)

Hume. Essays (33)

Hunt (Leigh). Essays and Sketches Introduction by R. BRIMLeY
Gomeny, (i Y

The Town. Introduction and Notes by AUSTIN DOBSON, and a
Frontispiece (132
Irvine(é/(Vashig%ton). The Conquest of Granada. (150)
Thi etch-B (178)f Geoffrey Crayon, Gent Introduction by T.

e
BALSTON

Jerrold (Dourlasa. Mrs, Caudl€sCurtain Lectures Mr Caudle'sBreak-
fast Talk, and ot

her Storiesand Essays. Introductionby WALTER
JERROLD, and 90 Illugtrations by KEENE, IEECH, and DOYLE. (122)
Johnson. Lives of the English Poets Introduction by ARTHUR
WAUGH. 2vdls (83
Keats. Poams (7)
Keble. TheChrigian Year. (181)
Lamb. Essysof Ells and The Last E%/sof Ella, (2
Landor. Imaginary Conversations ected with Introduction by
Prof. E DE SELINCOURT (1%)
Lesage. Gil Blas._Trandated by T. MOLLETT, with Introduction and
Notesby J. FITZMAURICE-KELLY. 2vols (151,153)
Letter,. Sdected English. (Fifteenth to Nineteenth Centuries) Edited
by M DUCKITT and H. WRAGG (19 -
Letters written in War Time, (Fifteenth to Nineteenth Centuries)
Sdected by H. WRAGG. (202)
Longfellow. Evsngeling The Golden Legend, etc. (30
I—ﬁfawatha, Mil&&an(%m, Talesof aWeg;;jde Ian,(etc.) (174)
Lytton. Harold. With 6 Illustrationsby CHARLES BURTON. (165)
Macaulay. Laysof Ancient Rome; Irry; TheArmada. (27)
Machiavelli. ThePrince. Trandated by Luioi Rica. (43)
Marcus Aurelius. SeeAurdins.

Marlowe. Dr. Paustus (with Goethe's Faug, Part 1). Introduction by
Sr A. W. WARD. (135

Marryat. Mr.Midshipman Easy. é;l.eo)b
Th tonf's Own.  With 6 lllugrations’hy WARWICK GOBLB. (164)

Mill (John Stuart). On Liberty, Representative Government, and
the Subjection 6f Women.  Intro. Mrs FAWCETT. (1/0)

Milton, TheEnglish Poems (182

Montaifne. Essys Trandated by J. FLORIO. 3vote (65,70,77)

Morris(W.). The Defenceof Guinevere Jason, etc. (183)

Metley. Kiss of the Dutch Republic Introduction by CLEMENT
*SHORTER3Vols(96,97,98)



THE WORLD'S CLASSICS 7
List of the Series—continued

pgl and free in Russa? A Poem

rassov. Who can hap
Trans by JUIleT SOSKICk
Palgrave. The Golden Treasury. Wlth additional Poems, including
FITZGERALD'Strandlation of Omar Khayyam. (133)
Peacock (W.). English Prose from Mandevilleto Ruskin. (45)
Sdected English Essays.  (31)
Poe (Edgar Allan) Taesof Mystery and Imagination, (25)
Pope. Iliad of Homer (18). Odyssey of Homer (36)
Porter (Jane). TheScottlsh Chiefs. (161)
Preﬂ:ott . Hlsto of the Conguest of Mexico. Introduction
rsAL CTWee le. a vols (197, 108
Reid (Mayne) The Rifle Rangers. With 6 illustrations by J. E SUT
Cliffe. ~  (166)
The Scdp Hunters. With 6 lllustrations by A. H. COLLINS. (167)
Reynolds (Sir Joshua). The Discourses and the Lettersto 'The
Idler.” Introduction by AUSTIN DOBSON, (149)
Rossetti (Chrlftlna) Goblin Market, The Prince’, Progress, and other

Rotsetti (D. G.). Poemsand Trandations, 1850-187, (185)
Ruskin. (Suskln Ir:louse Editions by arrangement with Messrs Allen
nwin,
‘A .by for Ever. and The Two Paths. Illustrated. (147)
Sesame and Lilies, and The Ethics of the Dust (1
Timeand Tide, and The Crown of Wild Olive. (146)
Untothis Last, and Munera Pulveris. (148)

Scott. Ivanhoe.
Iﬁves he Ngvg) Introduction by AUSTIN DObsON. (94)

Poems. A Sdection. (186)
ected Speeches ritish Fore| n Poli 1733191+
Edited” by EDGAR R JOMBS M.P. 1§)J v ( D
Shekespea‘e, Plays and Poema WlthaPrefa:ebyA C SWINBURNB
%eneral Introductions to the several f Tzf_t\é
EDW OWDKN, and a Note b DUNT
gpecid typographical features of '[hIS Edmon 9 vds
Comedies. 3vols (100,101 102)
Histories and Poems. 3 volt.  (103,104,105)
Tragedies, 3 vols. (106.107.108)

Shak e%ea' ontemporaries. Sx Pl BEAUMONT and
HBX DEKK(elFégF;WeBSTer and ﬁ/‘f/ASS%GeR Edited by

Shak em Cr|t|c|sm. A Sdecti (Seventeenth to Nineteenth
imes. Edited, with Introductlon byD NICHOL SMITH. (212

Shelley. Poems A Sdection.

Sheridan. Pays Introduction by JOSePH KNIghT. (79)

Smith (Adam). The Wealth of Nations, 2 vols, (54,59)

Smith (Alexan eamthorp, with Sdections from Lest Leave,
Introductlon by Prof gt gh WALKER. (200)

SmolletSetC Ca'rat\/elsz (thr)ough Franoesad Italy. Introduction by THOMAS

Sophocles. The Seven Plays, Trans, Lawis CAMPBELL, (116)

On[l?%(l-)
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Southey_ (Rober A with _an Introduction and
Rotes,byM URICkHFITZGERALD (169

Sterne, Tristram Shandy (40,

Swift. Gulliver's Travel, (20)

Taylor (Meadows). Confessonsof aThug, (207)

Tennyson (Lord). Poems, (3)

Thal_(i:ker% Book of Shos Sketchesmd Travelsin London, Ac. (50)

Pmdryenms Introéuc}mn by EDMUND Go&a 2 vols (9191)°
Thoreau. Wealden. Introduction by THeODORI WATTSDUNTOn, (6D
Tolatoy. Essaysand Lefters. Trandated by AYLMeR MAUde 46)

Twent threeTales Translated LandA Mayde, (7)

Resurrealon TramL If M UDE IntroAMAUZBgZOﬁ
Anna Karenins, Trans AyLMeR mAUDe. 2 vals (2

Trollope, TheThreeClerks. Intro, by W. TEIGNMOUTH SHORE (140)

Virgil. Trandaed by DRYDEN. (37)

Wattt- Dunton (Theodore) Aylwm (5

9)
Welia & es). Josepl Brethren. With an Introduction b
LO|tNON CHJIRLBS SWINBURNI and_a Note on Rosstti an
ChalesWelsby THKODORI WATTSDUN N (145)
White(Gilbert). The Natural Histol ofSelborne (22)
Whittier. Poems A Sdection. ?/
Wordsworth. Poems: ASeIecuon (189

) Volumesin Preparation.
Gaskell Mrs.  Lifeof Charlotte Bronte, (214)
Keith, British Colonid Policy, 2 vds (215) (216)
Trollope. TheWarden. (217)
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