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“The perceptive critical taste is, so to speak, the
female analogue to the male quality of productive talent
or genius. Not capable of begetting great work itself,
it consists in a capacity of reception, that is to say, of
recognising as such what is right, fit, beautiful, or the
reverse; in other words, of discriminating the good from
the bad, of discovering and appreciating the one and
condemning the other. . .
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“Now, just as the sun cannot shed its light but
to the eye that sees it, nor music sound but to the
hearing ear, so the value of all masterly work in art and
science is conditioned by the kinship and capacity of the
mind to which it speaks. It is only such a mind as this
that possesses the magic word to stir and call forth the
spirits that lie hidden in great work. To the ordinary
mind a masterpiece is a sealed cabinet of mystery—an
unfamiliar musical instrument from which the player,
however much he may flatter himself, can draw none but
confused tones. How different a painting looks when
seen in a good light, instead of in some dark corner. Just
in the same way, the impression made by a masterpiece
varies with the capacity of the mind to understand it.

“A fine work, then, requires a mind sensitive to its
beauty; a thoughtful work, a mind that can really think,
if it is to exist and live at all. . . .

“The works of genius cannot be fully enjoyed except by
those who are themselves of the privileged order. The first
recognition of them, however, when they exist without aurthority
to support them, demands no small superiority of mind. . . .

It (viz., the critical faculty) is a rara avis; almost as
rare, indeed, as the pheenix, which appears only once in
five hundred years.”
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“In appreciating a genius criticism should not deal
with the errors in his productions or with the poorer of his
works, and then proceed to rate him low; it should attend
only to the qualities in which he most excels. . .

“That which distinguishes genius and should be the
standard for judging it, is the height to which it is able
to soar when it is in the proper mood and finds a fitting
occasion—a height always out of reach of ordinary talent.
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“A drug does not effect its purpose if the dose is too
large; and it is the same with censure and adverse criticism
when it exceeds the measure of justice.”
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FORE-WORD

I have much pleasure in complying with the sugges-
tion of my young friend Mr. Ra:jaratnam that I should
write a fore.word to this collection of short Kannada
essays by his pupils in the Intermediate College. I take
particular pleasure in doing so, because the collection
represents commendable efforts to write Kannada prose,
and a refreshing diversion from the insidious temptation
to write verse, blank or rhymed. Then again most of
the essays are pleasing attempts, frequently successful, to
write light humorous sketches and not laboured and
heavy dissertations on serious subjects. This represents a
healthy and much-needed strain in the Kannada world.
I hope in good time one or more of the young writers
will develop into a P. G. Wodehouse or a A. P. Herbert,
who have done so much to increase the sum total of
human enjoyment.

1939. N. S. Sussa Rao.
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Make this wan amber face like rubies shine

And if I die use wine to wash my corpse
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