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A few Opinions of some Savants & Jburnalists regarding the
PRAKRIT DICTIONARY.

Prof. Earnest Leumann ( in the journal of Royal Asiatique
Society, London. July, 1924,

“During recent years several scholars in India have tried to bring out
a Prakrit Dictionary. However, no one scems to have succeeded in publish-
ing more than a small specimen. Only recently, towards the end of 1923,
there has appeared a new start, which is no longer a simple specimen, but
an elaborate first part, comprising no less than 260 large size pages. In this
volume all words heginning with vowels are included. And, if the tollowing
parts, which arc to embrace the words beginging with consonants, carries
on the Dictionary in the same lines, it will be finished in about seven such
parts, and will contain nearly 2000 pages.  On its completion Indian philology
will certainly be congratulated from all sides, and Prakrit literature, which is so
immensely rich may then be studied as it ought to be, in intimate connexion
with Sanskrit lore, which has long possessed Lexicographic aids of all
kinds.

The title of the forthcoming dictionary is I'aia-sadda-n;ahannavo, “the
great ocean of Prakrit words.” Its compiler is Pandit Hargovind Das T.
Sheth, Lecturer in Prakrit in the Caleutta University.

The meaning of the words are given both in Hindi and in Sanskrit,
and cach entry is furnished with references to test passages. Sometimes
also the test passages are fully quoted ( forming generally a verse called
Gatha or Arya ).
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Comprehensiveness and accuracy are the qualities most desired in a diction-
ary. As to the first quality, | may mention that the texts worked up in the diction-
ary seem to number about 200 or more Even in the first ten pages a full hundred
Titles are quoted. (Accu, Aji, Apu=Anuyogadvara-sitra, Anta=Anatkrd-dasa,
Abhi, Aca=icaringa, aci=Acara-calikd, Ava=3ivasyaka, and others ). And,
as to the second quality, it may be stated that in the references mistakes are 3car-
cely detectable. Also errors in the quoted editions are corrected, so early as the
second entry of the first page we are, for Pkt. a=S8kt. ca, rightly referred to
Paiima-cariya 113, 14, where the edition has by mistake Avitahio instead of a
Virghio.

Consequently 1 may be allowed to recommend Pandit Sheth’s Prakrit Dic-
tionary to all Sanskrit scholars as well as to Sanskrit libraries—and, what will pro-
bably do more to secure the final success of the undertaking, to the Government
authorities.”

Sir, George A. Grierson, K.CLE., P.H. D., D. LITT., LL.D,

“] must congratulate you on the success you have achieved in compiling this
excellent book. I have alrcady heen able to make use of it and have found it
a help in my work.”

Jainacharya Shri Vijayendra Sureeshwarjee. .

Itihas-tattva-mahodadhi.

“A big dictionary named Paia-sadda-Mahaunavo ( qEst-6g-AgUwat ) is
being composed and edited by Nyaya-Vyakarana-tirtha' Pandit Hargovind
Das Trikamchand Sheth, Prakrit Lecturer, Calcutta University, Three of its
parts have already been brought into light. On seeing these parts and the work
done therein, one cannot but say that it is excellent.

We can not help saying frankly and impartially that amidst all dic-
tionaries of the type in existence this Kosha takes its first place. In absence
of such a good Prakrit, dictionary Prikrit-scholars had great many difficulties.
To remove them Pandit Hargovinddas has taken immense pains in producing this

work and has put Prakrit-scholars at large to great obligation. Pandit:Haragovind
das deserves all honour for such a nice work.

We are conversant with Pandit Hargovinddas’s vast knowledge and
originality. It gives us a great pleasure to note that these two things in
him have gone a great way to make the dictionary very valuable and useful.
We can, without the least hesitation, say that Pandit Hargovinddas can
well stand in the category of high culture. X x x Itis the duty of all
scholars in the field of learning and specially that of Jain samaj to encour-
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age by extending their helping hand towards such learned man rendering
services to Jain literature and Jain Religion.”

Dr. Geuseppe Tucci, Professor of sanskrit, Rome University.
“The Prakrit Dictionary is very useful in my study.”

Dr. M. Winternits, Professor of Prague University. “Many thanks
for the first two parts of the Prakrit Dictionary which is very useful to me.”

Dr. F.W. Thomas, M.a., PH.D., Chief Librarian, India office, London.
«I have myself consulted the book and found it useful. It is based upon a
very large number of texts.”

Prof. A. B. Dhruva, Pro. Vice-chancellor, Hindu University, Bena-
res. “I have seen Mr. Hargovinddas Sheth’s Prakrit Dictionary. It represents
a genuine attempt to supply a need which has long been felt and 1 am sure it wil}
receive the appreciation which it so well deserves.»

Dr. Sunity Kumar Chatterji, m.a., . Litt.,, Professor of Cal-

cutta University. ( in the Calcutta Review, February and December, 1924 ).
......... “The work is not a mere compilation of glossaries. It contains ample evi-
dence of Pandit Sheth’s wide reading in Prakrit literature and of his vast labours
in the field. ..It will be a very uscful publication and no student of Prakrit and
of modern Indo-Aryan languages can afford to be without it. ... The work so far
accomplished by Pandit Sheth, is an extremely laborious one requiring not only
great scholarship, but also great patience....... Pandit Sheth ought to receive
entire support from all interested in Prakritic and Jain studies.
......... Those who have had occasion to use this work and can testify to its excell-
ence & usefulness will be pleased to see that it has received proper appreciation from
competent scholars in the domain of Prikrit and Indian Philology both in India and
Europe. The Calcutta University can well be congratulated in possessing such an
erudite scholar of Prakrit in Pandit Hargovinddas ”’

Pro. Muralidhar Banerji, ».a., Late Principal, Sanskrit College,
Calcutta, Lecturer in Prakrit, Calcutta University. “The work though concise
covers a vast field of Prikrit literature and is a monument of scholarly labour and
scientific accuracy and can be relied on by all who take any interest in the study
of the Prakrit literature.” . .

Dr. B. M. Baruva, M.a,, p. Litt., professor of Pali, Calcutta Univer-
sity. “I can quite understand that the task undertaken by you is a self im-
posed one, and you are sure to render a permanent service in the cause of
Indology by completing the same. A handy and at the same time comprehen-
sive Prakrit dictionary has been.a long-felt desideratum. After going through the
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printed parts of your lexicon | find reasons to hope that your single-handed labour
will go to remove it to a great extent. | have not seen elsewhere an attempt of this
I_(_iﬂ]_ ...... What I sincerely wish is the consumanation of the noble task
you are engaged upon with the indefatigable zeal and unflinching devotion
of a scholar like yourself who has been born and brought up in a religious
tradition footing the culture of Prakrit languages.”

Dr. 1. J. S. Taraporewala, B.a., PH.D.,, Bar-at-law, professor of
comparative philology, Calcutta University. “The author has already con-
siderable reputation as a teacher of Prakrit in the University of Calcutta
and also as a deep scholar in Jaina Literature and philosophy. For many
years he has had the preparation of a Prakrit Dictionary. In contemplation
that for that he set about a systematic course of reading in all the various
branches of Prakrit Literature. As a result of this enormous amount of labour
the Panditji has now given us the first three volumes of his Prakrit Dictionary......
To students of Prakrit this book will supply a greatly felt want and the work is
very well done indeed for the general reader...In any case the work is an useful
one and should help all earnest students.”

Prof. Vidhushekhar Bhattacharya, . ., Principal, Vishva-
Bharati, Shanti-Niketan, Bolpur, ( in the Modern Review, April, 1925 ).

The author hardly needs introduction to those who have aquaintance
with Yasovijaya Jaina Granthamala. His present work is Prakrit-Hindi
Dictionary. We extend our hicarty welcome to it.

A Prakrit Dictionary of this kind was a desideratum and every Prakrit lover
should feel thankful to Pandit Haragovindadas who has now supplied it. We
have not the least doubt in saying that the students of Prikrit will be much bene-
fited by it. ... . It supplies sanskrit equivalents so far as possible, quotes
authorities and gives references. The words are explained in Hindi, yet the
language is so simple that it can be used by any one knowing some vernacular of
northern India.”’

Indian Antiquary, February, 1925.

This is the first part of a dictionary of the Prakrit language intended
to be comolated in four parts. It i1s a comprehensive dictionary of the
Prakrit language giving the meaning of Prakrit words in Hindi. It provides
at the same time the Sanskrit equivalents of the Prakrit words. The
dictionary as a whole contains about seventy thousand words. Therauthor
Pandit Hargovinddas T. Sheth, Lecturer, Calcutta University, has taken
care to support the meanings that he gives by quotations from the original
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‘sources giving complete references. It removes one of the desiderata for a
satisfactory study of the vast Prakrit literature which still remains unexplored
but inadequately by scholars Indian and European. Itis likely to be of great
assistance in promoting this desirable study. The author deserves to be con-
gratulated upon the result of his labours in this good cause. The work is a
monument of his learning and effort and it is to be hoped that this industry will
be suitably rewarded to encourage him to go on with his work and complete it as
originally projected in four parts.”
Bombay Chronicle, 26th, July, 1925,
Europe has been compiling a Pali dictionary. Several scholars have
been collaborating to acheive a great lexicon. When it will be completed
it will be a great species of Encyclopedea of Buddhism. What a number of
scholars have aimed at accomplishing in the west with reference 'to Buddhism a
single man of vast learning is endeavouring in effect in India with regard to Jainism.
Pandit Hargovinddas T. Sheth, Nyaya-Vyakarana-tirtha, Lecturer inPrakrit,
Calcutta University has just issued the third volume of hislarge Paia-sadda-
mahannavo which is a comprchensive Prakit Hindi Dictionary with Sans-
krit equivalents, quotations and complete references. The fourth volume is
in the press and when it is out it will be one of the monuments of learning for
which Indian Pandits are celebrated The last page of the volume three hrings
us to the middle of the letter “L”. It is not easy to test a lexicon which
has the nierit of great treasures and in which  words explained have been
illustrated from the huge library of Jaina literature. The list of abbreviation
of the works quoted is a measure Herculian enterprise. Generally the Hindi ex-
planation is lucid and to the point. English cquivalents would not have
necessarily added to the value oi the dictionary. It is a credit to the Calcutta
Universily and to the pious erudition of Guzerat
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