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. “‘Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan” vol. ii
Foot note on page 856

“Rao Duda had three sons besides Maldeo;
namely: first Raimal, second Birsingh who
founded Ajmer in Malwa still held by his
decendents; third, Ratan Singh father of
Mira Bai, the celebrated wife of Kumbha
Rana”,
pege 950
Duda-clan-Mertis, fiefs of Chieftainships,
Merta.

“Remarks—Duda took Sambhar from The
Chaubans. He had one son, Biram, whose
two sons Jagmall founded the clans of Jai-
mallot and Jagmallos.”

“The fourth son Duda (or Dhuhada) etarbli-
shed himself on the plans of Merta, and
his clan, the Mertia, is numerous, and bas
alwavs sustained the reputation of being
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the first swords of Maru. His daughter was
the celebrated Mira Bai, wife of Rana

Kumbha, and he was the grand-sire

of the heroic Jaimall, who defended Chitor

against Akbar.”

page 856

“Merta was founced by Rao Duda, of
Mandor, whose son, the celebrated Maldeo,
erected the castle of Malkot. Merta with
its three hundred and sixty townships
became the appanage of Mertia the bravest
of brave clans of Rathors.”
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vol James Tod.......... ‘Annals and Antiquities

of Rajsthan’ Vol II, Page 856.

“Merta was founded by RAO Duda of
Mandor, whose son the celebrated Mal-
deo, erected the castle, which he called
Malkot. Merta with its three huhdred
and sixty townships, became the
appanage of his son Jaimall, and gave
its name of Mertia, to the bravest of
brave Clans of Rathors. Distrusted
by his father and likely to be deserving
of suspicion, he was banished from
Marwar. He was hospitably received
by Rana, who assigned to the heir of
Mandor the rich district of Badnor.........
The great Akbar claimed the honour of
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having with his own hands sealed his
fate. He immortalized the matchlock
with whioch he effected it, and which
was also the theme of Jahangir’s
praise, who raised a statue in honour
of this defender of Chitor and rights of
its infant prince.”

Foot note on...... Page 8566

“Rao Duda had three sons besides
Maldeo; Namely, first Raimall, second
Birsingh, who founded Ajmera in
Malwa, still heid by his decendants:
third, Ratan Singh, father of Mira Bai,
the celebrated wife of Kumbha Rana”.

Page 950

“Jodha had fourteen sons, Duda
the 4th”

Duda—Clan Mertia, fiefs of chieftan-
ship Mertia,

Remarks:~ Duda took Sambbar from
the Chuhans. He had one son Biram,
whose two sons Jaimall and Jagmall
founded the clans of Jaimallot and
Jagmallot”

Page 946

“Rayamall’s 17th son Jagmall was the
founder of the Jagmallot.”
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“The fourth son Duda, established
himself on the plains of Merta. and his
clan the Mertia is numerous and has
always sustained the reputation of
being the first swords of Maru. His
daughter was the celebrated Mira Bai,
wife of Rana Kumbha, and he was the
grand-sire of the heroic Jaimall, who
defended Chitor against Akbar.”

Max Arthur Maculiffe....... The Sikh Religion,
Its Gurus Sacred-Writtings and Authors
“Born about A. D. 1504 (1661 Vikram.)
Page 349.

“Tulsidas, according to all received
acoounts, lived nearly a century after
Mira Bai but some poets have made
them contemporaries”.

Page 350.

“Further inquary led to the identity
of the strolling hermits with Akbar
and his favourits minestrel. Mira Bai's
fate was now sealed, her husband
suspected that she had been polluted
by Akbar, the Emperor. For this, there
was but one penalty in that age. She
must die. Mira Bai's father-in-law
sent her a Cobra in a box........ »
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Page 352,

“Rana Sanga, Mira’s Father-in-law
was still abdurate and determined that
she should die by the sword, but no
one could be found to act as an
eXxcutioner. She was then ordered to
kill herself in what ever she thought
fit. By this time she was a widow.
She plunged in the nearest river to die
in obedience to the order she had
received”

Page 554

“Mira Bai with loving devotion traver-
sed every grave and path way of
Brindraban and having fixed the sweet
image of Krishna in her heart returned
to her father-in-law still obdurate, she
went on a pilgrimage to Dwarka, where
Krishna reigned after leaving Mathura”

H. H. Wilson ... .. ...“Religion of the Hindus”

Page 136. ‘Mira Bai’s’

%“These may be considered as forming a
subdivision of the preaceding, rather
than a distinet sect, altthough, in the
adoption of a new leader, and the
worship of Krishna under a peoculiar
form, they differ esentially from the
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followers of Vallabha; at the same
time it is ochiefly amongst those
sectarians, that Mira Bai and her diety,
Ranchora are held in high veneration,
and, expcet in the weast of India it
does not appear that she had many
immediate and exclusive adherents’.

‘Encyclopedia Britanica’, Vol 6 Page 205,

‘(Mira) Born about A.D. 1504.

A sub sect is that founded in the 16th
centuary by Mira Bai, a famous princess
and poetess of Rajputana. Here the
special object of worship is Krishna
Ranchora.”

dwfes o @t w1, afmd a4 fou

AR AT AT I A SO E AT T A HT
[ &1 TRTA agT FI S s & faew A awat o
W Seoe faear gar & 1

g ¥ 343 %‘Emﬂaﬁ'ﬂ'm FT AT o Fo ¥CY—
{4y, (fre gu¥=2430 o)



Selections From Classical Gujrati Literature
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Edited by—Irach Jehangir Sorabji Taraporewala
B. A., Ph. D, Bar-at-Law.

S. MIRAN BAI (1499-1547)
P. 872.

“A mass of pseudo historical tradition and
legend has grown round the name of the
greatest woman writer of any Vernacular in
India. Even her traditional date and the
name of her husband are wrongly given.
Tradition mentions Rana Kumbha as her
husband but she was really the wife of Kumar
Bhojraj, the eldest son of Rana Sangram
Singh, the heroioc Chief who fought against
Baber. Rana Sanga (to call him by his more
popular name) was the grand son of Rana
Kumbha, whom legend mentions as the
husband of Miran. Miran was thd daughter
of Ratan Singh a younger prince of the royal
house of Jodhpur of the clan of Rathors and
was born, A.D. 1499, in the village of Kudki
in the distriot of Medts, which was under the
governship of her father at that time.
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She was married in A.D. 1517 into the
Royal house of Chitor, with which family her
own had been closely united during a great
many generations previous. In her father’s
home and from her earliest childhood she bad
seen the worship of krishna performed daily,
for her grand father Dudaji who was a great
devotee of the Divine Cowherd. Miran
assisted very joyfully at all these daily acts
of worship. Thus the seeds of devotion were
already sown in her very impressionable
nature quite early. A tale of her childhood
is related that she chose the clay image of
Girdharlal to be her husband and that she
used to regard the Diety as her spouse with
all the seriousness of her nature.

On her troubles in her husband’s family a
very large number of tales exist. But they
have the evident stamp of being later inven-
tions and most of them present her as an
undutiful wife, a thing entirely contrary to
all Hindu nations of womanhood.- Why or
how such tales grew up is hard to say probably.
They were the inventions of later and bigoted
followers of the Miranbai Bect. The fact is
that Miran’s married life was a very short one.
Her husband died a few years after the
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marriage. There seems to be at this misfor-
tune in one of her songs, when she speaks of
herself as a virgin and in another when she
says that she was widowed shortly after her
marriage. Her real sufferings began after the
death of her husband. Very shortly after the
death of Kumar Bhojraj her illustreous father-
in-law, Rana Sanga died and in the stormy
days that succeeded the treatment meted out
to Miran was unduly harsh. Her two brothers
in-law, who had succeeded to the throne of
Chitor one after the other upon the death of
Sanga, resented the pious life which the
widowed princess who now bent upon leading,
and the company of sages and holy men which
she entertained. But in proportion to the
undiscerning harshness of the Ranas, Mira’s
famse for piery and loving kindness began to
spread; and she, whom they thought to be a
blot on the unsullied honour of Mewar was
destined to be the greatest glory of a glorious
race. Liegends have probably ascribed the
harsh measures of her brother-in-law to her
husband. She was ultemately obliged
(accordihg to some, commanded) to leave
Chitor; so she went back to her childhood’s
home at Medta, where her uncle Viramiji



£} 14 wret, ow weqaw

was ruling. But here too she was not allowed
to live her life as she liked best, such was the
rigid code of propriety at the Rajput court,
and so she ultemately had to turn her wearied
heart towards ~Brindaban, the home of her
beloved Girdharlal. But her wanderings wera
not yet over. She lived for a time ( so the
story goes ) in kashi before she reached
Brindaban. But her last earthly home was
Dwarika, also closed knit with the name of
Krishna. Here her last days were passed in
fullest enjoyment of peace and in the worship
of her beloved God. The date of her death
18 not quite certain, but the probability is that
it took place in A. D. 1547 as all stories about
her cease a couple of years before this date.
Legend says that she was bodily absorbed into
the image of Krishna while singing her last
song.

Miran’s songs have been current in three
Vernaoulars—Hindi, Marwari and Gujarati.
And during the centuries that have elapsed
since her time a great lot of mixing of dialects
in her songs has came about. It is probable,
however, that she herself a Rajputani used the
mixture of these three dialects in her later
years. But her very popularity in all these
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three Vernaculars has made it extremely
difficult to determine what is her own ginuine
work and what is later forgery. Women have
especially delighted in writing down verses
depicting the deep yearnings of their hearts
and by adding in the last line the words
characterstic of Miran #xf & w3y fiax awR |
to pass them off as her work. Many of the
songs dealing with the miracles, with which
later times have embellished her life story,
seem to have had such a spurious origin.
In some cease glaring anachronisms betray
them but in the vast majority we have no
means of making out the genuine from the
imitation. There are, however, enough of
genuine ones which tell us of the secret,
springs of a devoted heart. Disillusioned in
the joys of life the virgin widow takes refuge
in the chosen husband of her childhood—her
beloved Girdhar and gains a contentment and
peace thereby which the proudest queen of
Chitor never possessed. The language is
always homely and direct for she spcoke not to
cultured Pandits but to the masses of her
fellow men and women and they have responded
to her philosophy and have loved and wor-
shipped her name with a deep and grateful
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devotion. Thus today Miran has a power to
awaken the answering echoes from more
hearts than any other vernacular writer of
India, except perhaps tulsi and kabir.

Her reputed writings are the following:—

1. T ot %1 7w This is a poem celebrating
her great predecessor Narsinha Mehta.

2. A commentary on Jayadeva's Gita-
govinda. It is doubted by many that thisis
really her work. Some attribute it to Rana
Kumbha and this is probably an effect or
perhaps a cause of the linking of Miran’s name
with his in the popular mind.

8. TwMfe= a poem known only by the
name.

4. Miscellaneous padas. Chiefly singing
the praises of Girdharlal. These are most
widely sung and loved all over India and these
small gems of thought constitute her chief
claim to greatness.’”



The Modern Vernacular Literature of
Hindustan.
by George A Grierson, B.A,, B.C.S.
Page 12.
20. #tarf Mira Bai, the Marwari. F1. 1420
A. D. Leaving Bidyapati and his suocessors,
we may now turn to great poetess of
‘Northern India, was pouring forth her pa-
ssionate hymns to Krish'n Ran’chhor. This
remarkable woman, who flourished in the year
1420 A.D., was the daughter of Rajs Ratiya
Rana, the Rathaur of Mertaand was married
in Sambat 1470 (A.D. 1413) .to Raja Kumbh
Karan son of Mokal Deb, of Chitaur. Her
hasband was killed in Sambat 1534 (A. D.
1469 ) by his son Uda Rana. Her great
work is the Rag Gobind, and she also
wrote & much admired commentry on the
Gita Govind of Jayadeva. She was devoted
to that form of the god Krishna known as
Ranchhor, and the tradition is that she wor-
shipped his image with such favour that it
came to life, and the god, descending from his
shrine embraced her, crying “Welcome Mira.”
On hearing these words, overcome with rapture,

L%
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she died in his arms. According to Wilson
she was much persecuted to her husband’s
family on acoount of her religious principles.
She became the patroness of vagrant Vaish-
navas, and visited in pilgrimage Brindabap
and Dwarika. Previous to leaving the later
place, she visited the temple of her tutelary
deity to take leave of him, when on the
completion of her adoration the image opened,
and Mira leaping into the fissure it closed
and she finally disappeared. Some idea of
the popularity of her writings may be gained
from the fact that I have collected from the
mouths of the people of Mithila songs purport.
ing to be by her.

21. FwwF Kumbhkaran, King of Chltaur
(Mewar) husband of Mira Bai. F1 1419 A. D.

He oame to the throne about 1400 A. D.
and was killed by his son Uda in the year
1469 A.D. According to Tod (289; cale. ed. i,
808) he was a skilled poet, and wrote &
commentry to the Gita-Govinda. He is said
to have been originally instructed in poetry
by his wife, the famous Mira Bai.

22. @% Nanak the Bedikhatri of Tilwari
{see Wilson, Essays, iiy 123) in the Panjab.
B. 1469 A.D; d. 1639 A. D.
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The celebrated founder of the Nanakpanthi
sect, and part author of the Granth.

Selections from Hindi Literature, Book IV
Compiled by. Lala Sita Ram. B. A. Sahitya-
ratna.”

5. MIRABAI
P. 144.

“Mirabai, according to Sir George Grierson,
the one great poetess of India, was the daughter
of Raja Ratna Singh Rathor, second son of
Duda and grand son of Rao Jodha, founder of
Jodhpur. Duda’s brother, Bika, was the
founder of Bikaner and Duda himself restored
the old and deserted town of Merta on the
road from Ajmer to ‘Jodhpur at a distance of
80 miles from the later. Ratan Singh had
received twelve villages of Merta State and
founded a village named Ratnas. One of the
villages allotted to Ratan Singh was Kurki
and here Mirabai was born. The country
about 40 miles around is still called Mirabai
ka Des (Mirabai’s country) She was married
to Bhojraj, eldest son of the famous Rana
Sanga of Chitor. It was expected that Mira
would in time become Queen of Chittor but
unfortunately Bhojraj predeceased his father.
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The date of Bhoj's death has not yet been
ascertained but it was evidently between
1573. and 1583, V.E. Duda, Viram and Jaimal
were well known Vaishnavas and a temple of
Chaturbhuj built by Duda is still an object of
worship in Merta. There is no wonder,
therefore, that Mira from her very childhood
imbibed that love of Lord Krishna .which is
prominent in her writings and has seoured
for her a high place among the votaries of the
Lord. A pretty story is told of how she
attached herself to Krishna in her childhood-
It is said that a marriage party was passing
near the windows of the palace with a child
bridegroom. Mira in a fit of childish curiousity
asked her mother who her bridegroom would
be. The mother, smiled and pointed out the
image of Krishna Ranchor installed in a
temple inside the palace.

In her husband’s family, Mira took the
image which she worshipped and to which she
sang songs, and even danced ecstacy. She
always slept on a deer-skin spread on the
ground and mixed freely with sadhus. This
irritated her husband’s family and' several
convarsations between Mira and her husband’s
sister, Uda, still preserved, depiot her unshaken
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love for the Lord krishna and her high regard
for sadhus. It is said that vexed by treatment
in her husband’s family, she went over to
Brindaban where she was worshipped like a
saint. Her husband repented and putting on
the dress of an ordinary beggay, went to the
temple in Brindaban where Mirabai lived, and
prayed for alms. Mira said “What can you
exapect from a beggar woman{ I can only
give you my blessings.” Bhejeaj said, “yom
alope. can give me what I require” Mira said
“What can I do for you.”” Bhojraj thereupon
said, “Pardon, me” and laid aside his beggar’s
dress. Mira recognised her hushend at once
and forgave him and at his request went back
to Chititor.

Mira’s prescution, however commended,
shortly after Bhojraj’s death. It is said that
she applied to Tulsi Das for advice.

P. 146

On receiving the reply (from Tulsi Das)
Mira was confirmed in her resolve and left
ohittor, Various stories of her prescution by
Ratan Singh have been handed down to us.
The most famous of these in an attempt to
poison her. Katan Singh, on the- advice of
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bania courtier of the Bijawargi tribe, had a cup
of deadly poison prepared.

P. 147

An other story is that Mira died after
drinking the poison but cursed the courtier
saying that his family would never have both
wealth and progency and the Bijawargis of
Jodhpur still believe that on account of this
eurse they are either childless or poor. It is
also a fact that no Bijawargi is ever trusted in
the management of the state or receives a high
office.

P. 148

Acdording to some, Mirabai went over to
Merta and the date of her departure from
Chittor also marks. The advent of the saries
of calamities on the Sisodia family.

A number of miracles are recorded in Vai-
shnava books as having been performed by
Mira. Jaimal was also a Vaishnava and a
companion of Mira in devotion.”
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