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FOREWORD

In my Russel Lecture at the Patna University in 1961,
I had stated that the original manuscript of Tafzihul Ghafilin
was lost and the book survives in an excellent English translation
published by Dr. W. Hoey in 1885, Dr. Hoey had paid high
tribute to Mirza Abu Talib Khan for his intimate knowledge
of events and his fearless and objective analysis of the causes
which led to the decline of Oudh. In fact Mirza Abu Talib’s
analysis applies not only to Oudh but to almost the whole of
India in that period.

I had also then pointed out that the value of Mirza Abu
Talib’s study lies principally in the fact that he is refreshingly
free from the obsession with military events, palace intrigues
and court cables which was the besetting sin of 18th century
Indo-Muslim historiography. Mirza Abu Talib did not minimise
the importance of personalities but he recognised that there are
deeper economic and political forces which mould both
individuals and events In fact, Mirza Abu Talib’s studies in
this book lend credence to the claim that he was perhaps the
first economic historian of the world and anticipated some of
the theories of Marx by almost half a century.

It is therefore with surprise and pleasure that I have
learnt that a manuscript of the book has been discoverd in the
Raza Library, Rampur. Dr. Abid Raza Bedar has earned the
gratitude of all scholars for his efforts it unearthing it and
still more for the care and industry with which he has brought
out an authoritative version  As far as I am aware, this is the
first time that this book is being printed and made avialable to
a larger public. I hope Dr. Bedar will follow up this important
work with further research into the history of India in the late
18th and the early 19th century and help us to understand some
of the forces which are still shaping Indian economic, social and
political history.

New Delhi, HUMAYUN KABIR
27th April, 1965.
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