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FOREWORD

It was by mere chance that I met Major N. G. Govindaraj
DADMS, in Jhansi. The memory of that meeting is very happy
indeed. He was intensely interested in the history of Jhansi,
particularly of Rani Lakshmi Bai. He knows Hindi very well
and his wife too. I presented them my Hindi novel ¢ Fhansi ki
Rani Lakshmi Bai’. They read it out in a short time,
Major Govindaraj in a rapture asked me to allow him to trans.
late it into the Kannada language., I still remember the
pleasure with which I accorded my permission,

Jhansi has become famous throughout our country on
account of our highly venerated heroine Rani Lakshmi Bai.
She died fighting on the battle field of Gwalior when she was
only 22 years and 7 months old! She was opposed by the
greatest British General of 1857—Sir Hugh Rose. The Genral
in one of his despatches remarked—¢ she is the best man amongst
them ’and after her death he observed ¢ she was the best and
the bravest of them all ’, Spirituality and action, humility and
heroism, intelligence and alertness, high character and socia.
bility were integrated in her to a wonderful extent, It is
difficult indeed to find her parallel in the history of the world.

There was magic in her personality. She influenced all
who came within the aura of her sphere. General Rose while
fighting against her in Jhansi wrote in a despatch :—¢ women
are scen working in the batteries and supplying ammunition.’
She had the magic to convert ¢ mere wood into steel® as a
proverb goes in Jhansi.

My great.grand.father Diwan Ananda Rao (his name was
Ananda Rai, but the Rani changed the Rai into Rao) died
fighting for the cause, so sacred to her, Several months after her



vi

death in Gwalior, Major Pinkney, the office Supcuutcuucuc vl
General Rose, in one of his reports says that the area between
the Betwa and Dhasan (Vetravati Dasharna of the Mahabhirat)
is in open insurrection’. This state of affairs continued up to
December 1858.  « Even the proclamation of amnesty could
not induce the fighters of this area to submit to the British
Rulers.” So.says Major Pinkney also in one of his despatches.
A part of the fighters’ army was led by my great-grand-father,
When some body told him, why fight now, since the Rani has
died,
¢ But I am still alive. So long as I have life, the English
shall not be allowed to proceed,’”” was his answer,
Such was the influence of the Rani.

She is still memorialised and shall be so amongst our folks
in their folk songs. I give here a free rendering of one such
song prevalent in the area which she has sanctified by her

memory.,
¢ Bai saheb our Jhansi’s queen
She has left her memory green
There still stands her great fortress
In which presided the Eternal Goddess
In there also is Shaker’s statue
Ganesh'’s idol and Bhairava’s tno
Always there they have been
And Lakshmi Bai our Jhansi’s queen
When she saw som e gun’s blank fuss
She in her heart became a little nervous
For Dulhaju had turned traitorous
Oh ! his treachery made the British victors
It was he that traitor mean
Oh ! Bai saheb our fhansi’s queen
She then put on male’s attire
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And gave the British Pluto’s fire

With righteous indignation in her heart
She showered her sword’s smashing blast
Such was Bai Saheb our Jhansi Queen
She has left her memory green.’

The kind reader will find in the following pages something
about their Rani Lakshmi Bai which, I hope, they will treasure
in their heart, The traitor who ¢fired blank fuss’ from his
gun and made General Rose’s army enter Jhansi will also be
found in the book,

JHANSI } VRINDAVAN LAL, VARMA

24th MAY 1957
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