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FOREWORD

My young friend, Vasant Kanetkar surprised
me the other day by teling me that he had written
a novel and that I should write a Foreword to it.
I had known him as a young lad in Willingdon
College studying under me. When I met him at
Nask after a few years, he had developed into
a Professor of Marathr hike his father. And I now
find that he 1s a poet, for his novel 15 a
Lvric narrative.

Vasantrao has experimented here with a new
technique and 1 think he has succeeded more
than many novelists do in their first novels. The
cult between aspirations and  actuality, the clash
beew een the mdividual and his invironment : that
i~ the theme of ** GHAR ™ Frustration 1s one of
the Sertous maladies  of  this  revolutionray
age  Vasantrao has diagnosed 1t and described
it effectively i one of 1ts manifold aspects. He
had, m doing so, to resort to the * Symbolic ”
and the ** Stream ot Conscrousness” method in
fiction - The  psychoanalytical method  permuts
atree blendine of fantasy with actuality. Fantasy
Irings lyric meditation in 1ts wake, and Vasantrao
has caployed tree verse to convey these medita-
trons. Vimal and her black-marketeering husband;
Gourt and her tarmar husband, these are happy
i therr own way in Bombay. It 15 only the sensi-
tive and moneyless bourgeouts, that 1s plunged n
suffering, for he has a conscience, a spirttual luxury
or torture which debars him trom  the seceming
happiness ot others The story of this suffering
ts introduced from the poimnt of view of Indumat,
the young grass-widow 1 the Konkan with thiee
children on her hands Teas developed  from the
point of view of Raghunath, the young husband
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employed in Bombay on the editorial staff of a
newspaper called fittingly enough ‘“Manavata” or
Humanity. All the pathos and the poetry of the
lack of accommodation in Bombay has been
brought out vividly in the novel. The sparrows
can live where they like in Bombay, even on the
choiest flats and hold together their little famulies.
But what is possible for sparrows is beyond even
the rosiest dreams of hundreds of young men
like Raghunath.

Vasantrao has shown admuirable skill in
presenting the conflict in Raghunath’s mind. The
hurdles which Raghunath has to cross while
endeavouring to catch the train, he misses in the
end; the evil which passes in quick succession
before him in the form of Mari, Gouri, Anuradha,
and the prostitute, beckoning him to ruin, when
he, sex-starved, is prevented even from spending
three days of hard-won leave in the year with his
wife; and the conscience which finally recoilsin the
horror from these temptations:all thesc are descr-
ibed imaginatively and with keen understanding.
The plane dream 1n the newspaper office and the
bus incident serve to bring out, in terms of fantasy,
the full pathos of the situation. The narration of
Batliwala’s achievements in Burma sounds rather
“Sexy . But “ Sex " is presented and interpreted
in the novel in terms of unmistakable health.
Passing through this welter of contrasts and
frustrations, one discovers a deeper loveliness in
the saying:--

“Home,sweet home, There is no place like Home”

To ask how all these sensational things could
have befallen Raghunath in the course ofa day, is
to judge solely by realistic standards the novel
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which in effect, blends the fantastic and the act-
ual. To complain that the story halts or that there
is hardly a story in the novel is to protest against
the psychoanalytic method rather than the novel
itself. The story 1s etched out so that one can
casily fill the outline. The psychoanalytical narra-
tive that emerges within the framework of the
method is vivid and superb.

Vasantrao has, by implication laid bare in
this novel the philosophy of the Home. He has
shown the humanistic basis of domestic life, the
urge of civilisation which fulfilled 1tself by evol-
ving the institution of marriage. Another thing
Vasantrao could have done. But he is too young
for it and I am afraid we are not justified in expe-
cting it from him when he is just preening his
wings. He has brought out the pathosand the tra-
gedy of the situation. But there is the Time-spirit
seated beyond Tragedy and Comedy, breaking
and saving countless lives. Lack of accommodation
ts the post-war manifestation of the Time-spirit
in Bombay. But 1t may manifest itself yet in many
unexpected ways. While man feels helpless in the
presence of these manifestations, there 1s strength
in accepting them calmly, facing them squarely and
asserting oneself against them ceaselessly. All na-
cked truths, as Keats says, must be borne and
circumstance must be envisaged calmly. That is
the ‘ Top of sovereignty '.

Onc can legitimately expect from the teeming
brain and the active pen of Vasantrao, things love-
lier even than *“ GHAR. ” 1 shall look forward
to them.

Rajaram College, Kolhapur,
14 January, 1951. V. K. Gokak.
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