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PART |.-EAST LONDON.






EAST LONDON.

CHAPTER I.

INTRODUCTORY.

THE inquiry of which I am now able to publish the results,
was set on foot in 1886, the subject being the condition
and occupations of the inhabitants of London, and my
grateful thanks are due to 'feose friends who helped
me at the outset in laying down the principles on
which the inquiry has been conducted. It was decided
to employ a double method, dividing the people by
districts and again by trades, so as to show at once the
manner of their life and of their work. Most of 1886 was
occupied with preliminary work, 1887 sufficed to complete
the district inquiry in Bast London, and 1888 was spent on
the trades and special subjects.

The special subjects connected with East London have
started into great prominence during the time | have
been at work. On the question of the " Unemployed"
we have seen a houseto-house inquiry instituted by
Government, which took as one of its selected districts
St. George'sin-the-East. On the influx of poor Jews,

i 1*



4 EAST LONDON.

under the name of " Foreign Immigration,” we have had
a Committee of the House of Commons; and there has been
the Committee of the House of Lords on the " Sweating
System,'" which is still prolonging its labours. In addition,
the whole question of Poor Relief has been laid open
by another Committee of the House of Commons, and
we have seen a successon of Mansion House inquiries
on the same subject. To meet this evident demand for
information | offer the pages which follow. The facts as
given have been gathered and stated with no bias nor
distorting aim, and with no foregone conclusions.

For the district inquiry, resulting in the division of the
people into 8 clases, | have relied upon information
obtained from the School Board visitors, of whom there
are 66 in the East London district, and my tables are
based on three assumptions p

(1) That the numbers of married men with school
children in each section by employment imply a similar
proportion in the same sections of married men without
school children, and of other male adults. For the
choice of employment is made before the epoch of school
children, and the period of employment continued long
after; the fathers of the school children of the day are
but a section of ar block which contains, all the while, old
men and young, married and single, those with children
and those without, in every trade. Hence, having
scheduled the heads of families with school children, |
feel justified in dividing the other male adults in similar
proportions.

(2) That likewise the number of children of school age
in each section implies the existence of brothers and sisters,
older and younger, to be found living under the same
home conditions. Hence | have added children and young
persons of 13—20 to each section in proportion to the
numt”r of school children scheduled.

(BL) That the condition as to poverty of those with



INTRODUCTORY. 6

children at school in each section will safely represent the
condition of the whole sectiozn; the younger men in some
employments, and the older men in others, earn less money
than those of middle age who are the fathers of the children
at school, but both are at less expense. On the whole,
therefore, the condition of the bulk will be better than that
of the part we are able to test.

| have, however, assumed that as is the condition of
the tested part—which amounts to fully one half of the
population—so is the condition of the whole population;
and | may here say that | have throughout my inquiry
leaned to the safe side, preferring to paint things too dark
rather than too bright, not because | myself take a gloomy
view, but to avoid the chance of understating the evils with
which society has to deal .*

The School Board visitors perform amongst them a house-
to-house visitation; every house in every street is in their
books, and details are given of every family with children of
school age. They begin their scheduling two or three
years before the children attain school age, and a record
remains in their books of children who have left school.
The occupation of the head of the family is noted down.
Most of the visitors have been working in the same district
for several years, and thus have an extensive knowledge of
the people. It is their business to re-schedule for the Board
once a year, but intermediate revisions are made in addition,
and it is their duty to make themselves acquainted, so far
as possible, with new comers into their districts. They are
in daily contact with the people, and have a very consider-
able knowledge of the parents of the school children,
especially of the poorest amongst them, and of the con-
ditions under which they live. No one can go, as | have

* | undoubtedly expected that this investigation would expose exaggera
tions, and it did s0; but the actual poverty disdosad was so great, both in
mass and in degreg and so absolutdy certain, that | have gradually become
equally anxious not to oversate—0. B., 1902,
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done, over the description of the inhabitants of street after
street in this huge district (Bast London), taken house by
house and family by family—full as it is of picturesque
details noted down from the lips of the visitor to whose
mind they have been recalled by the open pages of his
own schedules—and doubt the genuine character of the
information and its truth. Of the wealth of my material
| have no doubt. | am indeed embarrassed by its mass,
and by my resolution to make use of no fact to which
| cannot give a quantitative value. The materials for
sensational stories lie plentifully in every book of our notes;
but, even if | had the skill to use my material in this way
-—that gift of the imagination which is called " realistic"
—1 should not wish to use it here. There is struggling
poverty, there is destitution, there is hunger, drunkenness,
brutality, and crime; no one doubts that it is 0. My
object has been to attempt to show the numerical relation
which poverty, misery, and depravity bear to regular
earnings and comparative comfort, and to describe the
general conditions under which each dass lives.

For the trade inquiries and special subjects, | have been
fortunate in obtaining the aid of others, and their work
will speak eloquently for itself.

If the facts thus stated are of use in helping social
reformers to find remedies for the evils which exist, or do
anything to prevent the adoption of false remedies, my
purpose is answered. It was not my intention to bring
forward any suggestions of my own, and if | have ventured
here and there, and especially in the concluding chapters,
to go beyond my programme, it has been with much
hesitation.

With regard to the disadvantages under which the poor
labour, and the evils of poverty, there is a great snse of
helplessness. the wage earners are helpless to regulate
their work and cannot obtain a fair equivalent for the
labour they are willing to give; the manufacturer or
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deder can only work within the [imits of competition; the
rich are helpless to relieve want without stimulating its
sources. To relieve this helplessness a better stating of the
problems involved is the first step. " We are along way
towards understanding anything under our consideration,
when we have properly laid it open, even without com-
ment."* In this direction must be sought the utility of
my attempt to analyze the population of London.

In order that the true, and not more than the true,
sgnificance and value may be given to the facts and figures
produced, it may be useful to explain exactly the method
that has been adopted in collecting them.

The 46 books of our notes contain no less than 3400
streets or places in East London, and every house and
every family with school children is noted, with such
information as the visitors could give about them. Here
are specimens of each dlass of street - —

t ST. HUBERT STREET. (Class A—coloured black on map.)t g

i S

1. CASUAL LABOURER. . .. .. lroom......... 2 ghod children.................. § B. 2

(Now gone hopping.)
CHARWOMAN. .. ......... 1 room, widow 1 child at schod and 1 baby. . . . . | B. 33
(The widow's Sgter also lives with her.)

.............................. lroom........1 family, no children at schod

2. BOOTMAKER. ........... 1 , wifeheps 2 schod children..................... 0. 11

CASUAL LABOURER. . . . . . 1 ... .. ... 1 child at schod and 2 babies... A. 1

(Very low family. Also have one child at Industrial School)
e 1 room, widow.. 1 child a <hod—B. 35

* " Autobiography of Mark Rutherford."

t Thereal names of the dreets are, for obvious reasons, suppressed.

| NOTE—The sysem of colour used on the map to indicate the dass of each
gred is as follows—Black—the lowes grade; Dark Blue—very poor; Light Blue—
ordinary poverty; Purple—mixed with poverty; Pink—working-digs comfort;
Red—uwadl-to-do; and Yellow—wealthy.

§ For particularsof dassesand sections see pages 37-62. *
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HAWKER .............. . .lroom .. . . . 8 school children . . . .
(Queer oharaoter.)
................... Iroom ... . 1family, nochildren at school
(One room—empty.)
8. HAWKER (femde) = == . lroom .. ... .. 8school children .
(Husband in pnson—mother ||ve£ with them—doubtful characters)
HAWKEB... S Iroom . 1 child at school ..

(Two elder sons loaf about.)
FISH-STALL HAWKER... 1 room, wife helps, 2 school children and 1 baby ...

....................... 1 , ... .. .1family, nochildren at school

4. CASUAL LABOUBER . ... 1 , ... ... .. wifeandchildrenavay .. ... ..

CASUAL CABMAN. .. ... . .. 1, 4 school childrenand 1 baby ...

...................... 1 ~........afemae of doubtful character

HAWKER of Flower Stands 1 ,..nochildrenatschool...........

5. SWEEP........... ... ... . 1 , wifedead 4school children................

@ I 1childatschool.................
HAWKER (female) 1, P RS S

6. CASUAL LABOURER . ... 1 ,...........8school children, 2 babies and

1 girl over e .

(Nos. 4, 5, and 6 are mixed up in some extraordinary fashion. All
the inmates have to use one small yard with one water tap and

w.C)
7. CORK-CUTTER . ..... ... .. lroom . ... ... 8school childrenand 1 baby ...
oo 1 family, no children at school
8and9.................. Sawmills .

10 and 11. GENERAL SHOP 2 rooms, widow 1 child at school and 2 help mothe
(Makesafairliving.)
" ADISUSED SHOP . ... ... .1lroom... 1 family, no children at school
BooTMAKER(ourneyman] 1 , wifechars 8 school children, 1 over age...
(Dreadfully poor, dedf, decrepit, and rheumatic.)
HAWKER................Iroom . . . . . . . 4school children and 1 baby...
(Makes and sdllsflower stands.)
HAWKER ... ... CIroom . 1 child at school and 1 baby ...
CARVER ... ... .. .1 2 school children and 1 baby...
(Wretchedly poor.)
12. GREENGROCERS ... ... 1 , andshop 2 school children and 1 baby
{Wife'smother also liveswith them.)

BOOTMAKER ........... Iroom .. ... ... 3 school children .. .
CASUAL LABOURER 1, , and 1 at work
13. OLD WOMAN............ 1 . 1 childat school ...
(This }sl a%r)se child, "and what she receives for it is her only means
of livi
CASUAL LABOURER .. .. 1room.......... 1 child at school..
CASUAL LABOURER 1, o 2 school children .
Tenement'in yard at back of house, occupied by
MATCH BOX MAKER .... 2rooms .. ... .. 3 school children & 2 help father

(All work at this-awretchedly poor lot.)

Class.
© Sect.

»ww
&

m
&

B.11

w

W w
R R

0.24
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B.101
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83
14, HAWKER.............o...es 1room............ 6 schod children, 1 baby and
[OVEr aB...cccvveeceeeeannn. B. 22
HAWKER. ........oeune. O 2 gchood children................. B. 2
CASUAL LABOURER. . . . .. 1o 1 child at school.................. B. 2
.............................. 2rooms........2families no children at schod
15. CHAIRMAKER. . .......... 2 . 1 child at schod and 2 or 3

ag
(Also have a loft, where the wife, the wifeés mother (who dw lives D. 8
with them), and the elder children all work together at making
fish baskets out of old mat sugar bags Dirty and low, but not

<0 poor.)
CASUAL LABOURER. . . . .. 1room......... 4 shod children and 1 baby ..
.............................. 1..........family,no childrenatshod B- 2

Tenement in yard at back occupied by
CASUAL DOCK LABOURER 1 room....no children at shod............

(Also makes bird-cages, and has live gock of various kinds in his room.)
.............................. lroom........1family, no ohildren at schod
HORSEKEEPER............ 1 ... ... 2 schodl children.................. D. 14
.............................. 1 ,.........1family, no children at schod

16. UPHOLSTERER............ 1 .. 2 gchod children, 2 babies . . . . . B. 8
.............................. 2rooms . . ......2 families no children at school

(One room—empty.)

17. DEALER | N OLD IRON... 1room......1 grandchild at hod............ B. 23
COAL PORTER............ 1 ., 4 schod childrenand 1baby ... B. 3
.............................. 2rooms . .......2 families no children at schod

18. 4 HAWKERS ............ 4 no children at schodl

(Lower part usd for storing old iron.)
19. IRON-HOOP MAKER. . . .. . — widow 1 grandchild at schod............ P. 36
(Hasayard at 9de in which work is carried on under her direction by
her two sons and another man. Make a fairly good living.)
20. CASUAL LABOURER. . . . . . lroom......... 1childat schodl .................. Al
(A loafer.)
CASUAL LABOURER...... 1 . 3 ghodl children and 1 baby ... Al
.............................. 1 ,.........1family, no children at schod
.............................. 1 ,.........20r 3womenof doubtful characti r
21. CASUAL LABOURER. ... .. 1 4 shod children.................. A 1l
CASUAL LABOURER. .. ... 1o 4 ” and 1 baby... B. 2
(Very poar, ill, and improvident.)
BOOTMAKER............... lroom......... 2 gchod children, and 1 boy
helps father ..................... B. 11
PENSIONED POLICEMAN Iroom......... no children at <hod............
22 e 4 families, no children at schod
23. CASUAL LABOURER. .. ... 1 room and shop 2 shoo children—> C. 8
(Wife kegps a small general shop.)
.............................. 2rooms . ... ... .2 families, no children at schod
24. PUBLICHOUSE. . . .. ... : e no ohildren at schod ............
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X
25. CASUAL  LABOUBER ....1room........ 3 school children............. B. 2
(Awfully poor—wife is subject to fits.)
BOOTMAKER ............. lroom . ... 2 school children and 1 baby ... B. 11
BRICKLAYER (casua)... 1 , 2 . , B. 7
CASUAL LABOURER .. 1 , 4 and
ljUSt left school Al
(An awfully poor, low, and wretched lot—children amost naked-
manlsdsomtheMHma)
SAWYER...............lroom . . .. .. .. 1 child at school... B. 8
4 rooms .. 4 families, no ch||drenat school
(Ore room—empty)
2. e 3 families, no children at school
(One room—empty)
27. BRICXLAYERS LABOURER — . . no children at school and 1 baby
............ — 3 families, no children at school
28. MATCH BOX MAKER ... 1room avwdow 4 school children and 2 help
mother ... B. %
CASUAL  LABOURER .1 , . . 2 school children . Al
MATCH-BOX MAKER .. 1 , deserted femae, 4 school children. . . B
(Mother dso lives and works with her.)
CASUAL  LABOURER ... 1room .. .. .. . . 2 school children and 1 baby... B. 2

HAWKER

(All cripples—wife's mother, dso a cripple, lives here—an awful lot
—younger children like withered-up old men.)

2N
N
> B
-

-1 room . .1 family, no children at school
29. MAT BASKET MAKER ., . 4 school children and 1 boy at
Industrial School......... . A 10e
(Idle, cardless, and wretchedly poor.)
HAWKER ... ... . . lroom . . . .. . 3school childrenand 1 boy gets

dsperwesk atcod shed ... A. 22

80. CASUAL LABOUBEB . . . . . Iroom........ 2 chool children................. B. 2
(Wife makes match-boxes.)
FRENCH POLISHER (just out of prison) ... 2 school children.............. . A. 8

LOOKING-GLASS GILDER'S WORKSHOP

~1room 1 family, no children at school, 1 baby
(Two rooms—empty.)

General Character—An awful place; the worst street in the district. The
inhabitants are mostly of the lowest class, and seem to lack all idea of cleanliness or
deoenoy. Few of the families occupy more than one room. The children are rarely
brought up to any kind of work, but loaf about, and no doubt form the nucleus for
future generations of thieves and other bad characters.  The property is all very old,
and it has been patched up and altered until it is difficult to distinguish one house from
another.  Qniall back yards have been utilized for building additional tenements. The
property throughout isin a very bad condition, unsanitary and overcrowded; and it is
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stated (as a suggedtive reason why o little has been donein the way of remedy) that until
very recently the rent collector of the property wasa brother of the Sanitary Inspector !
A number of the rooms are occupied by prostitutes of the most pronounced order.

MARBLE STREET (NORTH). (A to B—hlack to dark blue)

2. BRICKLAYER'SLABOURER ... 8schodl children, 1 baby...........ccoeeeneee. B. s
(I-health and casual work.)
CARPENTER.......eeveernnnnd no children at sthodl...............cooeienennne.
4 BOOTMAKER.........rrrrvvveems 1 boy overage.........
6. COOK...voveeerrenreerenes 1 child at shodl and 1 girl ver age . . ... ... E. 15
.................................... no children at Shodl..........coovcvveeeiineennns
8. LABOURER........cccerurunnns 3 children at Shool.......evvvniiiiiieen, Al
(Cadging loafer, and lives on wife, who went into workhouse to get
rid of him)
MATCH-BOX MAKER. .. ... ... A children at sthodl...........ccovvviiiiiiinns B. 35
(Hushand in gaol undergoing penal servitude)
LABOURER. ... ..t 2 children at school, 1baby..........c..cc..... Al
(Loafer at racecourses and cocoanut proprietor—very shifty sort.)
10. BOOTMAKER.......cvvurrene 2 children at schodl, 1 baby .................. B. 11
COAL PORTER......cvvveen.. s 4 . . 1 ,.....(vay dirtyy B.8
12 LABOURER........covcvninnee. 1 child at scthodl.......1 ,, 1boy over age
at schodl B. 2
LABOURER. ... euvvvviiiennn 2childrenat <chodl 1 ,, 1girlover age A. 1
(Scarcdy arag to cover themsdlves with—wife and children utterly
neglected—a lazy vagabond.)
14. PLASTERER........cvvveeenas 3 children at shool..........cvvvvviiiniinnnn. B.7
(Always out of work.)

COSTER. ...t 3 children at School. ......cvvevvneieeieeenn, E. 2
14. DRESSMAKER.................. 2 schod children ... D. &
(Husband has deserted her.)

16. CASUAL LABOURER............ 2 schod children and 1 baby........(Ioafer)  B- 2

CASUAL LABOURER_3 1 boy at Indusria school.. B- 2
(Wasin regular work, but log his stuation.)

GENERAL DEALER............ 3 school children, 1 baby, 1 girl over age  B. 23

(Wife makes match-boxes  Very poor and dirty.)
18. WEAVER.......ccovririenne 1 shod child, 1 girl over age ..ot D. IOod
(Last winter sold coals in sreet, but now working at trade)

HAWKER. ..o 1 school child, 1haby........oovvveiiiinnne. D. 2

20. LABOURER (casud)...... e 5 » children, 1 baby..........ccoeveennns B. 2

CLICKER. ... children........ccc.ooveiieeeii. , BE1
(One child is physaally and mentally afflicted.)

22. LABOURER..........cceeene. 2 ghod children and 2 babies................. B. 2

(Away from home looking for work in the country—wife and family
aregarving, and live on parish relief.)
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BOOTMAKER. ... 1 sthodl child, 1 baby............ T
BOOTMAKER. ......vvenene. No children at school ........eeeeiieeeieiiii.
24 SHOPKEEPER. .. .. ............,
26. BOTTLER (cawua)............ 8 schoal chlldren U oT: o Y
(Wile does washlng
LABOURER. ......eveeeeannss 8 (1 girl slIswatercreses)
WATRRORERSES  (widow)......No chlldren at chodl.......ocooveeeeeeii,
(Mother of theLabourer.)
28. LABOURER (casud). . . ... ... 2 school children, 1 baby..........ooooeeeeiii.
BASSDRESSES................. 1 child and 1 bhaby.............cccoeeniis

80. BRIOKLAYER (

wife chars)...

4, children,
(Usad to be in regular work, but some gonework fell on him, and he
h

1boyover ae ............

as been affected ever snce)

SUPPORTED WIDOW. . ....... 1 schod child (very delicate) 2 at Brentwood

82. PAINTER'S ~ LABOURER......... 2 , children and 1 baby..................

(Very casua work—was in goneyard last winter.)

34. LABOURER and CARETAKER 1 sthodl child............cccooeiiiiieiiiiiiiine,
L BNPLY e
3. LABOURER..........ccoennnnd 1 schl. child, 1 boy andl girl over ageat schl.
6. BRUHMAKER................8 , children, 1girl over age............

CHARWOMAN (widow). B e
BRIOKLATER.......vveeeennn 2, , 1boy home (lazy)............
7. LABOURER.......coeeerrrrenne 3 . lagrlove age...............
(Out of work for many months—not bad workman.)
PAINTER (widower). ........ 1chodl child........ccooooiii
9. (wifegoesbeggingg 8 , children.........iiiiiiiiil
(Never do any work, but live by begging,)
WOODCHOPPER. . ............. 4 schoadl children and 1 baby ..................
(Hashorse and cart.)
11 CARVER......ccoviiiiiienne. 1 schodl child
CHARWOMAN (widow). . . .. ... . 8
" e 2,
18 LABOURER...................: 4,
WASHERWOMAN (widow). . . . . . 1,
16. COLLAR DRESSER........... 2 ,  children and 3 babies
(Employs about 12 girls; he takesthe work out and digtributesit;
does not do the work himsaf—sweeter.)
17. GLASS BEVELLER............ 1 sthod child.........oooeviiiiiiiiiii
PAINTER. ... 2 children and 1 baby.
19, LABOURER. ................... 2 1
LABOURER.......ccvveinvennn 1 » childand 1 baby............cccvvvvnnne.
21 BOOTMAKER .....oioviiiiiid i
( (Steady and indugrious)
WATCHMAKER. ................. 2 school children ...,

.1

N\lﬁfﬁm o

~N ~

]
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| |
CARVER. ... 4 gchod children and 2 babies .............! B. 8
(An injured leg prevents him working full time.)
28. WORKER at Jam Factory... 2 schod children..............cooveveiiiinnld D.12
.................................... No children at sthodl ..............oovvvveeniee.
25. CANE-DEALER (wifechars)... 8 sthod children, 1 baby.......................] B. 22
(Man hawks: complains that School Board has ruined his trade
by abalishing flogging in the schods)
25, STOKER.....cvvvininennn 8 schod children.................. O E. 5
LABOURER. ....viieins 2 10T o VA B. 2
(Have had pansh relief.)
27. LABOURER.........ccouvnnn.d 8 schoal children......ccE. 5
..................... 2 1baby....ccomrvrreenn Al 1
(Lazy drunken vagabond, and ill treats his wife, who does washing.)
CARPENTER. ......vvivninenen. 1 schod child........ovvveiiiiiiiiii E. 7

General Character.—M ajority very poor and rough; some of the loafing semi-criminal
dass and given to drink; lazy, shiftless people

MARBLE STREET (SOUTH).

1. LABOURER (wife does match- 3 schod children, 1 baby, I-i

box making)............ ( boy hawker.................) Very poor-... B. 2
(Casua work, very poor, dirty, untidy lot.)
CARMAN. ... 3 schoal children, 1baby...........ccovvveeeen. B. 3
(Wife drinks up all his earnings)
HAWKER. ... No children at schodl.........
2. LABOURBB..................... 3 gchodl children, 1 baby........................ B. 2
(Would not carefor regular work; loafsabout and scavenges dust heaps)
SMITH (widower). ........... 1000 ChilCh v E. 9
3. LABOURER (...rvveeeeenn 2, children, 2 babies A. 33
(Now in gad for crudty to wife, who is judicially sparated from
him, wife has charge of children and gets parish relief.) B. 85
MATCH-BOX MAKER (widow) 8 chodl children.........coveveeeeeeeeeen :
4 LABOURER..................cd o 1D@OYeoooroi, B. 2
(Hop-pickersin ssason; doa]ttrytogetwork wouldntgohoppmg
if the weather wasn't warm.)
TURNER ... 8 chod children..........ccovviieiiiniinenn. B. 8
(Drink.)
LABOURER. ....veeeeea s 4 schod children, 1 baby, and 1 van boy
) getS3560 WEK. ..o A1l

(Won't work at all; wife supportsfamily and isbrutally ill-treated by.
husband, who is now in gadl for not answering summons and
non-payment of fine)

5. PORTMANTEAU MAKER. . .. .. 2 gchodl children, 1 boy heps................. E. 10c

PAINTER. ..., 1 , childand 1baby.......cc.cceenen.
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...............................................

(Has built himsdf a gremhouse at back of houss and grow
cucumbers and flowers, which pay well.)

LABOURER. ....................

. BOOTMAKER (wife old do' *
oL *

CHANDLERS SHOP (widow) 2
PRINTER ... t

3 IR EER] K.y, oy
3 whod children, 1 girl imbedile......... <«

12, LATHER..
HAWKER. ...
(Worked in stoneyard Iast winter—makes little wooden toys-
indugtrious, gruggling man, and very seady.)
JEWELLER ..o 1 sthoal child and 2 babies....................
(Out of work.)
18 no children at schodl. . . . eeeviiiiiieeeennn.
14. ENGINS DRIVER (wife has a) , s o
shop 4 <hod ohildben and 1 boy ove age......
(Man hasapenson.)
15. BOOTMAKER....osseeeerrerees 3 gchod children, 1 boy over ae............
(Makes little dippers and sdls them on own account.)
16. CASUAL LABOURER............ 2 schod children, 1 baby..........cccccveeee.
. BRICKLAYER'S LAB. 3 .................................
CARPENTER...........ceen.l » 1grl away.......cccc......
(Very poor, through dr|nk|ng wife—dirty and cardess—always
moving about—casual work.)

17 no children at schoal

18.  SPLINT-CUTTER. shod  children

(Summoned 5 timesfor neglect in sending children to school.)
LABOURER. ......eeieeenen 3 schodl children, 1 baby...........cceeeeenn.
(Worksin goneyard.)
19. MATCH-BOX MAKER (widow) 1 schod child......cceeeevviiieiiiiiiniiiinee,
JOBBER (widower)........... 4 children, 1 girl over age at home...
(Wasa sailor and did pretty well till wife died.)
200 EBMNPLY. e
21. BOOTMAKER. .......eeeeenan 3 schodl children, 1 baby, 2 boys over age.
(Good workman, but lazy and cantankerous)

22. CHARWOMAN (desertedwoman) 3 schodl children.............coeeeeeiiiieeeen,
BRUSHMAKER. ................] no children at chodl .........ccceeeieeeeeen.
LAB:UBSB.......eeevviaend 1 schod child and 1 baby........................

23. LABOURER (widower)......... 1 and 1 boy over age...

P, 1 » M 1lgrlove age.........
24. AUCTION PORTER............ 1 1boy over ag..........ovnn...




25. PAINTER'S LABOURER . . 2 school children........... L B. 8
(Casud work in done-yard all last W|nter)
LABOURER ................... 3 school children and 1 beby.................. B. 2
BOOT FINISHER . ... ... 2 D. 11
26. BOOTMAKER .................... 1, child lbay. ... £u
CALLER UP..................] no children at school ...........................
27. BRASS FINISHER (wife ) _ _ E 9
washes)...............jlshool child........... | (very ddlicate) ’
General character—Mostly belong to the casua working class and very poor.
BENDIGO STREET. (Class B—dark him on map.)
1. MACHINIST—Umbrella covers (a widow) 3 school children.very poor B. 35
2 no children at school...............
3. GENERAL DEALER............................ 1 school child.......... E. 23
4, WASHERWOMAN (widow)..................... 4 <. children & 1 baby V. poor B.33
6. CABMAN................ 2 shool children . ... .. ., ) B. 3
B empty.....
7. CABMAN.......oooiii 4 <chool children .. Vi ery poor B. 3
8 PAINTER ... 3, B. 7
BOOT MENDER 3 B.19
9. IRREGULAR LABOURERR .....................3 , \ . B. 3
200 CARMAN........................3 p g D. 4
1L HAWKER ..o 2, y 1baby very poor B. 22
CASUAL LABOURER .......................... 3, B. 2
12 WOOD TURNER ... 2 B. 8
13. | RREGLAR LABOLRER 2, 1baby... B. 3
14, CARVAN 4 B. 4
1S no chlldren a school ...............
16. JOURNEYMAN CONFECTIONER ............ . 1 school child & 1 bahy, very poor B. 12
17 emply ...
3 <chool children .. . very poor B. 3
no children a school...............
-1 school child......p.ir. C 7
.2, children ... . veypoor B.33
nochildrenat school...............
.......................................... 2 . ill—insufficient food B. 14
no aschool..............
1 shool child very poor B. 33
3 , childen........ » B. 15
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25. COAL PORTER—Wife sdlls toys in grest 8 <ch. children & 1 baby; very poor

(Out of work, been on tramp a good deal trying for work—ohildren hawk B. 2
in the dreet.)
SMELTER. .. 3 sthod children and 1 baby B. 9
(Earns pretty good money, but both drink, and children greatly negestec .)
26. GOAL [0S = — 2 ghod children...very poor, ir. B. 8
[ .1, child........ verypoor g. 3
JOURNEYMAN BOOTMAKER. ................. 2, chidren. . . ..., B. 11
27. WAITER (discharged soldier)............... 8 B. 15
CABMAN. ... 3 C. 14
28
TIMEKEEPER......cctieeeeee e D. 5
29. MASON*.......ccenvinnens E.7
JOURNEYMAN BUTCHER* E. 15
("Wives arerackety, drmkmg women.)
80. PAPERHANGER.......ororennd SOOI children 0.7
............ no schoal children.
81. PAINTER . . 1baby;, veypoor B. 7
CASUAL LABOURER........ovveeeeeiiiii 1, child........ B. 2
82. CARPENTER.........vvioviieiieeiieiiieeien 8 , children.................... E.7
83. LABOURER (wife has stall at kingdand) 1 soh.oh.1older girl hepsmother B. 2
(Oat of work, gone on tramp to Manchester to try for work on Ship Cana
................................................... no schod children..................
84, PORTER (regular)......o.oooocorroeoo. 2 shod children & 1 baby; D. 4
CARMAN. ... ., . . . D. 4
85. PORTER (regular) wife kegps a small d10p 2 ” N ,  oomf. E.5
36. (6 or 7 rms) looks after railway property 3, R E.6
87. (4 and kitchen) DECORATOR .............. 2 c7
2, i> 2 poor C22
HAWKER ... oo 1 » child..oooiiii E. 16
88. FRENCH POLISHER...........cce e e 2, children ................. B.31
CARMAN (wife chars).........ccceeueenennn.s 2 i

(The man isin hospltal—oonwmpnve)
General character.—Wretchedly poor and improvident—old housssin very dilapi-

dated condition—people work hard when they can get it, but are frequently out of
work, and have no idea of thrift.
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6 *
4. GOAL PORTER.... 2 ghool children, 1 baby......... E. 5
5. BOXMAKER no children at schoal, 1 boy at work
R

8. WASHERWOMAN (a widow).................. 3 <chod children, 1 boy at work B. 33
(Very poor—reodves parish relief.)

- 3'hod children, 1 beby. ... B.
1shdhild@iffersfromill heath) B. 2
no children at schod

BRICKMAKER......ooseerrsserrsnnnrsone
Fo
19. BRICKMAKER.

BOOTMAKER. ...t
20. PAINTER (wife chars).

General character.—Houses condst of 4 roomsand kitchen and let at 8sper wesk.
Decent poor people, struggling along. A large proportion of children in the latter part.

HEPWORTH STREET. (Classes C and D—Iight blue on map.)
2. BLACKSMITH (wife keeps) ,,

awegs shap).5 schod d1||dre12bab|efs .................. F. 9

4. IRREGULAR LABOURER. . . . . . 1 Child. e C. 3
LABOURER (wifeinvalid) ... No ohlldren at school, father of above labourer

6. GABATTBB (regular)......... 2 schod children..........ooovviiiiiiiieennnnn. E. 7

8. REGULAR LABOURER......... 4 M lbaby, 1boyatwok ... D 4

I. 2
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0. CLERK. .. 2 <chod children, Lbaby...........cceeeeeennne.
12. BOOT JOBBING............... 1 child............ (poor)
» e 3 , children, 1 baby. . .. .. (very poor)

(Dirty, man hasill health.)

18. NEWS SHOP (WIOW). . . © .« o o meee e
20. GREENGROCER'S SHOP ...... R
22, PAINTER ....civiiiiiiinannn s 4 schoal children, 2 babies

PAINTER'S FATHER&MOTHER No children at school
2. ” ”
26. REGULAR LABOURER (wife)«.,...,

laundry) 2 school children, 1 boy at work.. (comf)

28. REGULAR PORTER (ware-

hous (wife laundry) 3 " e
28A. BOOTMAKER. . ..o
CARETAKER OF SCHOOL
80 PUBLICAN. .......ooiviiiiiinny,
32. REGULAR LABOURER..........
B
36. REGULAR LABOURER. . . ... ...
38. FOREMANBUILDER............
40. PAINTER (very irreg.) (wife)
laundress employs 2 14 " 1baby, 1 girl hdps mother
or 3women)............ J
1. REGULAR LABOURER. . ....... 1schoolchild...........coooeiiiiiii
3. HAIRDRESSER'S SHOP......... 2 children..............| (comfortable)
6. MILK CARRIER............... 1 ,, child, 1 boy with father...............
.................................... No children at schodl ............ccceeeeiiiins
7. IRREGULAR BRICKLAYER .
(wifemangles)......... \ 4 hool children,1baby__(Poor)
.................................... No childrenat <chodl ............cceeeenenann..
9. TRAM DRIVER.................. 4 schod children, 1 baby......(comfortable)
COACHMAN, LIVERY STABLES 6 ,  pevevirineranan. (very poor)
(Only paid by job, irregular.)
11. CHARWOMAN (widow). . . ...... 3schod children..........oooevivieiiiin.
(Single men lodgers)
13. GARDENER (regular)......... 4 schod children........................ (poor)
GARDENER
15
I e
19 e No children at schod .................ocoooiiis

1 schodl child, 1 baby.................. (poor)
.................................... No childrenat schod ................coeeennees

5 |
E28
C 19
C 19



2B No children at chodl ...........ccovevienninnes
. S EMNPLY e
27. GARDENER.........c.ovuiunnn. 4 schod children, 1 baby......... ...(poor)
29 No children at schodl ..............coeeeenenin.
31. REGULAR CARMAN............ 3 ghod children............... (comfortable)
.................................... No children at shod
33. BRICKLAYER (regular). . ... \ (1 sehodl child, 1 boy bricklayer, éer%llrcle
B No children at schodl
37. BRICKLAYER. . ............ ...y
39. INVALID (wife kegps chand-)
ler'sshop).............. ) J 5 schod children........................
AL EMPLY v
43. BRUSH SHOP.................. No children at school
45, BUTCHER'S HOP............ 4 ghod children........ |
47. DOCK SERVICE (wife grocer's)
» [, child... (1 daughter helps mother)
49, CARPENTER (wife green- gro—)
cer'sshop " children e (2 boyshep mother)
Bl PUBLICAN.......ccviiieiiinB
51a. CARMAN (regular)............ 4 Wbaby......ooooiiiiiii
General Character.—Poor working dass
EVERETT STREET. (Mixed Strest—purple on map.)
2 ghod children, 1 boy at work earningis 1
WEEK. e (comfortable)
MANGLER (mother of above) No children at schodl..............ceveevennnn.
3. REGULAR DOCK LABOURER)
(wifedead).1 chodchild,linreformatory. . . . . . . .. ... ...
(Poor in consequence of drink.)
REGULAR ROAD LABOURER ) D e
(wife in asylum). . . . . . 4 <hodl children.......oeveevvviiiiinnn.
(Poor in conssquence of drink.)
LABOURER AT FURNITURE -
WAREHOUSE. ........... 3 schod dﬂildrm:.................Eve'y poorg
WHEELWRIGHT. .............. 3 2 babies ... .. very poor
(Out of work for 2 months)
B 2 families with no children at schodl.........
PP
9. JOURNEYMAN BOOTMAKER ...
PRINTER. ...
11. BEER HOUSE................. i
13. CATSMEAT HAWKER (wife >

INTRODUCTORY.
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17. CATSMEAT HAWKER (wife)

Kesps weet shop).2 school children. ... oooooo E 22
\9. PARENTS of ABOVE............ no children at sthod ......................l.
21. COAL DEALER oo e
23. CHABWOMAN (widow)......... 3 schod children (very poor, consumptive) B 33
... s ....no children at <hod ..........ccoeeeiininiie.
27. UNDERTAKER..............2 schodl children (man occasonally employs) E 19

Cwr - , » , Anochildren at schodl, 1 boy earning 6s6d,i
29. WEAVER (wife general shop) 1 girl in shop.

31. WEAVER . 2 school children, 1 boy in City, 1 girl helps Fldd
33. HEMP DRESER (wife match- 3 , , 1 baby, 1 girl fancy boxes j D 10
BOXES. o) ) L1girl 10afS at HOME....voveeerveen) ) ¢
(Wifeon thedrink 2 or 3 days a week).
Ve v )1 schod child, 1 boy gun faotory, 1 girl) B 33
CHARWOMAN  (WINDOW)......./ match boxes................. (very poor.) J
(Does not get much work.)
85. BEER HOUSE.................. 6 school children, L baby............cccoee..... E 27

(A rope-ground here—about a dozen men employed. They work by
the piece, and have each to find their own boy. Do very
well all the summer.)

2. WEAVER (wife hdps)......... 2 gchool children .........ccceiiiiiiinnn, F. 10d
A » 4 " » 2 babies, 1 boy in City at 1 E 12
4 CIGAR MAKER—_) 6, PEr WEEK. ...ueeeieeeeieeeee e 1
14 ghod children, 1 baby, 1 boy in City at 1
& WEAVER..] 5, DO WK | Fo10d
8. JOURNEYMAN  BRICKLAYER\
(wife machinig and V3 sthod children, 1 baby........................ F. 7
employs a girl)....J
10. CABINET MAKER (wife bead i o, . E 8
trimming)............... 5 » * 2 girls at fancy boxes.... )
12. JOURNEYMAN PRINTER. . . . .. i, child, 2 babies....................... E 10a
14. TURNER (wife dressmaker) 1, . 2girlshdp mother......... F. 8
10. CHARWOMAN (widow)......... no children school age, 1 girl delicate........

18. CABINET MAKER.........1 schod child, 1 boyin City at 5 per wek E 8
20. CASUAL LABOURER (wife)

occasonally maekes 1, , 2nursedgirls.................... C 3
match boxes............ J
¢ CAUAL LABOURER..........no children at school, 1 baby..................

22. REGULAR CABMAN............ 1 <chod child, 2 babies

24 .
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30. PORTER AT LONDON HOSPITAL 3 schodl children, 1 baby........................

82. BRICKLAYER'S LABOURER ... 4 1 2 boysin City ...
(Should do Well "but wife dr|nks)

84. CHARWOMAN (widow)......... 2 schod children, 2 girls make fancy boxes

36. BRICKLAYER'S LABOURER ... 1 ,, child, 1 baby.......c.....oeeiiinni...

38. TRIMMING MAKER (dack) ... 5,, children, 1 baby, 1 boy at 5...

A0 no children at schod ..................

(Plead poverty, but should do well.)
48. BRICKLAYER'SLABOURER ... 4 schod children, 1 baby...............cce...
LABOURER (wifechars). . . . . . 2 s e ————
(A loafer, will go df for 4 or 5 weeks together no one knowing what
es of him. Will then come back and go into the

Unlon Does no work and has given his wife no money
for years)

50. HEMP DRESSER.......covve 1 schoal child, 2 girlshep father
(They work in a small yard at back.)
52. CASUAL DOCK LABOURER 1 sthod child, 1 boy at dationer's 1 girl)

(wifetrousers work). . ... . | | hdps mother..........ccovevvviiiiiineinnnnn, )
.................................... no children at shoo............eveeeiiiiiiennnn.
54. BOOT FINISHER (wife been (2 children at schodl, 2 babies (n regular and)
D | POON ).ttt J
56. REGULAR CARMAN............ 5 sthodl children, 1 baby............... (poor)
.................................... 3 ., R (¢'0 o §
58 BRICKLAYER'S LABOURER ... )
(irreg) (wifedisabled) .. 33 . ... .. ... ... .. <(2 nurse girls)
.................................... no children at shod..........ccoeviiiiiiinneen.

60. CASUAL DOCK LABOURER
(wifemakesmatch-boxes)}2 school children, 1baby........................
(1 , child, 1 girl makes matches 1 g|r|)

CHARWOMAN (widow)......... [ mindshome..........ccooeeiiiiiiieeenis
CASUAL DOCK LABOURER) 4 school children—(hdpless and lazy)
(wife left him)............ )
62. BOOTLASTER.................. 2 , (29nsin City, 5sand 69
.................................... noch||drenaIschool..............................
64. TRIMMING MAKER (slack)... 4 schod children, 1 baby...............cooeo....
CASUAL LABOURER............ 2
6. CASUAL DOCK  LABOURER) 2
(wife hasfits of insanity) |
.................................... no children at shod...... *....................]
68. HAIRDRESSER.................. 1 schodl child, 1baby ............ooovvvvinnnn.

2]
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CASUAL  LABOURER  (wife)

bead-work, and also[ 1 school child, and 1 boy, City, at 6*......... B. 3
drinks).........oooee !

70. GINGER BEER BOTTLER. . . . . . $ ., children,1baby........................ B.

IN LONDONHosprrAL (widow) 1, child, and 2 in parish school......... B. 37

72. WASHING, & C. (widow). ... .. 1, child...... Cc 33
.................................... Nochildrenatschool.....................ooeenee.

74.CASUALDocK LABOURER(Wife)3 school children..........coovueeeiiiinieiiiinnnes B. 2

of doubtful character)...
COAL LOADER AT STATION ... 3 . 2 babies..................... B. 3
(Do very badly in Summer, but belter in Winter.)

76. CASUAL POCK LABOURER ... 2 school children, 1 baby........................ B. 2
MACHINIST  (deserted female) 3 , 1 baby...(queer character) c 3
REGULAR ~ CARMAN (wife) 1 and 1 girl at home p 5

drinks).......oooooiiiiiiy )

78. PORTER (wife, general shop) 3 . 2at service. B. 6
.................................... nochildren at school....................c.oeee

General character.—A mixed street, but the poorer dass preponderate. Decent kind
of small houses overlooking a disused cemetery.

LANTHORN STREeT. (Classes E and P—ooloured pink on map.)

1. CAB PROPRIETOR (a single\

man)
2. CERTIPICATED MIDWIFE. ... .. no children at school, 1 girl pupil teacher
(Her mother alsoliveshere.)
3. CONFECTIONER (journeyman) 3 school children, 2 babies..................... F. 12
Ao Nochildrenat school..................c.cooiians
oo > P
6. COAL AGENT. ... ... ..oy 1 boy aged 13...........
7.DRAUGHTSMAN IN A SHIP. j school children.......................ocoooen. E 28
BUILDING YARD...........) )
(Has left his wife but makes her an allowance.)
COMPOSITOR. . ... ... ...2 school children, 1 baby.. .. F.10a
8 AGENT......ooooieeeiniii il 3. PR EEPPPRR F. 28
9. COMMERCIAL TRAVELLER ... 2 . 1baby, 1sonon'bus..... G. 28
0 e nochildren at school.......................ooee.
11. CARPET PLANNER. ........... 1 child at school, 1 baby........................ E. 15
COACH PAINTER ... 2 school children .........ccccoeeiiiiiieae F.7
12 Nochildrenatschool ...........................
13. CELLARMAN (wife, dress ). 1 CHID AT SCHOOL..(L GIRLHELPS mother) [ 15
maker).......oooeeeiinnn.s J



15, CLERK...evviiiceieeiieie 3schod children, 1 baby................c.....
16. BRICKLAYER (On own acct.) 2 B e
AWIDOW. ..o at schod
1,
18. SIGN WRITER......oevreennn
19. VELLUM  BINDER (wife dresy , , , ., ,
maker) 2 ghod children, 1 girl helps mother ......
20. HATTER (wife kegps grocer's )
S gl0'c) NN J4 » oo, x. ..
2L A ThoO ...
2. " SOMETHING IN THE CIVIL ) C .
SERVICE ™ * 1 child at school (goes to grooar'sschool)...
23. CHARWOMAN (widow)........(3 school children and 1in Merchant seamen'sHome
| Ssmen'sHome.............ooooeeee,
2 no children at schoa
25.MACHINE MAKER (journey-)2 school children.............cooooiiiiiiin...
man).......ccccceeeennne, )
20 EBNPLY e
27. PAINTER. ... 3gchod children..........ooociieiie
SAILOR. e 1 child at schodl, 1 baby...........ccoceeeeres
28. RAILWAY OFFICIAL............ 2 gchod children, 1 baby..........cccceeeenee
CHEESEMONGER (Journey- J 1 child at SChool. . .......ooevveeii i
man)........c.ccceeeeen, )
29 EBIMNPLY e
30. BRUHMAKER. ........ceeee 2 gchod children.........ccoooviiiiieeneeeen,
CARMAN. . ..o 4 PP
3L.PACKER ..o 3 . » 1 girl servant...
BRUSHDRESSER (widaw). .. . . . 1 child a Shool.......coovvviiiiiiiiiiiee
(Jugt about to be married.)
32. REGULAR LABOURER. . ... .... 2 chod children.........oooveeeeeieeeeis

...2hod children, 1 baby.
no children at schoa
34. GROCERS SHOP............... 1 child at school, 1 boy over age helps
35. BAKER'S SHOP (employ an) 1 babyj,

INTRODUCTORY.
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I

42. RAMWAY TICKET COLLECTOR 3 schodl children (1 an idict).................. F. 13
43, CABMAN . 2babies....................... E. 5
44, 2, s Toaby ..o E. 9
child at school E.5

Qeneral Character.—All the housss consig of 7 roomsand scullery and let at 13s
per wesk. The people are all in good drcumgances, and the houses well-built and
commodious as a rule, but a few new housss arejerry built.

From notes such as these the information given in
our schedules was tabulated, and from them aso was
coloured the map which now forms a part of that
published in connection with these volumes. The people
—that is those of them who had scthool children
—were classfied by their employment and by their
apparent satus as to means, the streets were classfied
according to their inhabitants. Such is the nature of our
information, and such the use made of it. It was possble
to subject the map to thetest of criticism, and it was mainly
for this purpose that it was prepared. It was exhibited at
Toynbee Hall and Oxford House, and was seen and very
carefully studied by many who are intimately acquainted,
not with the whole, but each with some part, of the district
portrayed. Especially, we obtained mogt valuable aid in
this way from the Believing Officers and from the agents
of the Charity Organization Society. The map stood the
test very well. There were errors, but on reference they
were, in amost every case, found to be due to mistake in
the transfer of verbal into graphic description, or conse-
quent on our having made a whole street the unit of colour,
whereas different parts of the same street were of very
different character. The map was revised, and now equally
represents the facts as disclosed by this inquiry, and as
agreed to by the best local authorities.

Our books of notes are mines of information. They have
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been referred to again and again at each stage of our work.
So valuable have they proved in unforeseen ways, that |
only regret they were not more slowly and deliberately
prepared; more stuffed with facts than even they are. As
it was, we continually improved as we went on, and may be
said to havelearnt our trade by thetime thework was done.
At first, nothing seemed so essential as speed. Thetask was
so tremendous; the prospect of its completion so remote;
and every detail cog time. In the Tower Hamlets division,
which was completed first, we gave on the average 19| hours
work to each School Board visitor; in theHackney division
this was increased to 23| hours. St. George's-in-the-East
when first donein 1886 cost 60 hours work with thevisitors;
when revised it occupied 83 hours. At the outset we shut
our eyes fearing lest any prejudice of our own should colour
the information we received. It was not till the books were
finished that | or my secretaries oursdves visited the
streets amongst which we had been living in imagination.
But later we gained confidence, and made it a rule to se
each street ourselves at the time we received the visitors
account of it. With the insdes of the houses and their
inmates there was no attempt to meddle. To have done so
would have been an unwarrantable impertinence; and,
besides, a contravention of our understanding with the School
Board, who object, very rightly, to any abuse of the delicate
machinery with which they work. Nor, for thesame reason,
did we ask the visitors to obtain information specially for
us. We dealt soldy with that which comes to them in a
natural way in the discharge of their duties.

The amount of information obtained varied with the
different visitors; some had not been long at the work,
and amongst those who had been, there was much
difference in the extent of their knowledge; some might
be less trustworthy than others: but taking them as
a body | cannot speak too highly of their ability and good
sense, | also wish to express my warm thanks for the
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ready manner in which all—the Divisional Committees
themselves, the District Superintendents, and the Visitors;
lent themselves to my purpose. For without this nothing
could have been done. The merit of the information so
obtained, looked at statistically, lies mainly in the breadth
of view obtained. It is in effect the whole population that
comes under review. Other agencies usually seek out
some particular class or deal with some particular condition
of people. The knowledge so obtained may be more exact,
but it is circumscribed and very apt to produce a distortion
of judgment. For this reason, the information to be had
from the School Board visitors, with all its inequalities and
imperfections, is excellent as a framework for a picture of
the Life and Labour of the People.

The population brought directly under schedule—viz.,
heads of families and school children coming under the ken
of the School Board visitors, with the proportion of wives
and of older or younger children all partly or wholly
dependent on these heads of families and sharing their
life—amounts to from one-half to two-thirds of the whole
population. The rest have been scheduled by other meaus
or in proportion, according to the three assumptions already
noted.

The special difficulty of making an accurate picture of
so shifting a scene as the low-class streets in East London
present isvery evident, and may easily be exaggerated. As
in photographing a crowd, the details of the picture change
continually, but the general effect is much the same, what-
ever moment is chosen. | have attempted to produce an
instantaneous picture, fixing the facts on my negative as
they appear at a given moment, and the imagination of my
readers must add the movement, the constant changes, the
whirl and turmoil of life. In many districts the people are
always on the move; they shift from one part of it to
another like "fish in ariver." The School Board visitors
follow them as best they may, and the transfers from one
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visitor's book to another's are very numerous.* On the
whole, however, the people usually do not go far, and often
cling from generation to generation to one vicinity, almost
as if the set of streets which lie there were an isolated
country village.

The inquiry as to Central London was undertaken by a
committee of six, and that for Battersea by Mr. Graham
Balfour; the method adopted in each case being the same
as had been employed in East London.

* A return prepared by one of the School Board visitors, who has
a fairly representative district in Bethnal Green, shows that of 1204 families
(with 2720 children) on his books, 530 (with 1450 children) removed in a
sngleyear.



CHAPTER II.

CONCERNING THE WHOLE DISTRICT UNDER REVIEW.

IF London north of the Thames is considered as a semicircle
of which the City is an enlarged centre, the part with which
| am about to deal forms a quadrant, having for its radii
Kingsland Road running due north, and the River Thames
running due east. Between these lies the Mile End Road
(continued as the Bow Road to Bow), while a similar
divison more to the north may be made in the line of
Hackney, dividing the quadrant into three equal segments,
but the routeto Hackney is deflected by Victoria Park, and
no street exactly occupies the line. The district also
includes Hoxton and De Beauvoir Town lying to the west
of Kingsland Road, but is otherwise co-extensive with this
quadrant. The City itself has a radius of nearly a mile, and
outside of this London extends to the north and east from 3 to
4 miles. The greatest extension is at Stamford Hill, where
the boundary is 4% miles from Southwark Bridge, and the
least at Bow, where it is 3% miles from the same point.
There is, however, less difference than these figures would
seem to show in the actual extension of London, for from
the City to Bow, the entire space is built over, whereas at
Stamford Hill and Clapton there are still some open fields,
and further south and east the Metropolitan boundary
includes some marshy land, unbuilt on, which skirts the
River Lea. A circle drawn 8 miles outside the City boundary
practically includesthe wholeinhabited district; and this may
be divided into two parts—an inner ring of 1% miles ending
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at the Regent's Canal, and an outer ring of similar width
extending to Stoke Newington, Clapton, Homerton, Hack-
ney, Old Ford, Bow, Bromley, and the East India Docks.
The line of the Regent's Canal, which very closely follows
the curve of the inner ring, marksa real change in the
character of the district. Slight as this obstacle might be
supposed to be, it yet seems to have been sufficient to gird
in the swelling sides of London, andit is in itself a girdle of
poverty, the banks of the canal being, along nearly its whole
length, occupied by a very poor population.

The inner ring consists of most of Shoreditch, Bethnal
Green (excepting the Victoria Park end), all Whitechapel
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and St. George's, Wapping, Shadwell, and Ratcliff, with
the inlying portions of Mile End, for the most part tightly
packed with buildings, and crowded with inhabitants,
except where occupied by business premises. Space and
air are everywhere at a premium—the largest scale map
shows as open spaces only a few churchyards and old burial
grounds. A similar condition of things extends along the
river bank, over Limehouse and Poplar proper, which lie
within the outer ring, but the rest of thisring, consisting of
Bow, Bromley, the outermost parts of MileEnd and Bethnal
Green, and thewhole of Hackney, show a different character.
Not only are there some large spaces open to the public—
Hackney Downs, London Fields, and Victoria Park—but
the map begins everywhere to show more ground than
buildings. The streets are wider; the houses have gardens
of some sort; and in thehouses themsdavesfewer peopleare
packed. In theinner ring nearly all available gace is used
for building, and almost every house is filled up with families.
It is easy to trace the process. One can see what were the
original buildings; in many cass they are still standing, and
between them, on thelarge gardensof a past state of things,
has been built the small cottage property of to-day.
Houses of three rooms, housss of two rooms, houses of one
room—houses st back against a wall or back to back,
fronting it may be on to a narrow footway, with posts at
each end and a gutter down the middle. Small courts
contrived to utilize some space in the rear, and approached
by archway under the building which fronts the street. Of
such sort are the poorest class of houses. Besides the
evidence of configuration, these little places are often called
"gardens," telling their story with unintended irony. But
in other casss all sentiment is dropped, and another tale
about their origin finds expression in the name " So and
s'a rents' —not houses, nor dwellings, nor cottages, nor
buildingr, nor even a court or a yard, suggesting human
needs, but just " rents."
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Another sort of filling up which is very common now is
the building of workshops. These need no new approach,
they go with, and belong to, the houses, and access to them
is had through the houses. One | know of is arranged
floor by floor, communicating with the respective floors of
the house in front by a system of bridges. These work-
shops may or may not involve more crowding in the sense
of more residents to the acre, but they, in any case, occupy
the ground, obstruct light, and shut out air. Many are the
advantages of sufficient open space behind a house, whether
it be called garden or yard, for economy, comfort, and even
pleasure. Those who have seen no more, have at least
obtained a sort of bird's-eye view of such places from the
window of a railway carriage, passing along some viaduct
raised above the chimneys of two-storied London. Seen
from a distance, the clothes lines are the most visible thing.
Those who have not such outside accommodation must dry
the clothes in theroomin which they eat, and very likely also
sleep ; while those, more common, who have alittle scrap of
yard or stretch ropes across the court in front, still suffer
much discomfort from the close proximity to door and
window of their own and their neighbours' drying garments.
Prom the railway may be seen, also, small rough-roofed
erections, interspersed with little glass houses. These
represent hobbies, pursuits of leisure hours—plants, flowers,
fowls, pigeons, and there is room to sit out, when the
weather is fine enough, with friend and pipe. Such
pleasures must go when the workshop invades the back
yard; and it need hardly be pointed out how essential is
sufficient space behind each house for sanitation.

Worse again than the interleaving of small cottage
property or the addition of workshops, is the solid backward
extension, whether for business premises or as tenements,
or as common lodging houses, of the buildings which front
the street; and this finally culminates in quarters,where
house reaches back to house, and means of communication.
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are opened through and through, for the convenience and
safeguard of the inhabitantsin case of pursuit by thepolice.
The building of large blocks of dwellings, an effort to
make crowding harmless, may be a vast improvement, but
it only substitutes one sort of crowding for another. Nor
have all blocks of dwellings a good character, either from
a sanitary or moral point of view: far from it.

All these methods of filling up have been, and some of
them still are, at work in the inner ring. This is true
throughout, but otherwise each district has its peculiar
characteristics.

The area dealt with is composed of the following unions
of parishes or registration districts, containing in all about
900,000 inhabitants :—

East London—
Shorediten .. 124000
Bethnal Gren 130,000
Whitechapd 76,000
S. Georgesin-theEas 49,000
Sepney ... 68,000
Mile End Old Town... 112,000
Poplar 169,000

Hackney 186,000

Total 909,000

* The population of Tower Hamlets (and of each regidration digtrict
therein) for 1887 was etimated by comparing the number of children of
shod age then scheduled by the Schod Board authorities with those
exiging at the date of the omaus (1881), it beng assumed that the population
of each parish had increased or decreasd in the same ratio as its gohod
ohildren. In the Hackney School Board divison, however, no such basil
was available, and so (acting on a suggestion kindly made by Dr. Longgaff)
the fallowing method has bean adopted in dealing with the three registration
digricts of Shoreditch, Bethnal Green, and Hackney:—Comparing 1881
with 1887, the birth-rate for the whole of England and Wales is found to
have dereassd by 27 par 1,000. A smilar rate of dexrese is asumed to
have taken place in the digricts named, and the population is arrived at by
multiplying the actual number of births in 1887 by this reduced ratio. The
results opined correpond dosdy with the estimates of the medical dfficers
for the regpective didricts, which are calculated in a different way.
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The 8 classes into which | have divided these people are :

A. The lowest class of occasional labourers, loafers, and

B. Casua earnings—" very poor." [semi-criminals.

C. Intermittent earnings together the"poor"

D. Small regular earnings

E. Regular standard earnings—above the line of poverty.

F. Higher class labour.

G. Lower middle class,

H. Upper middle class.

The divisions indicated here by "poor" and "very poor"
are necessarily arbitrary. By the word " poor" | mean to
describe those who have a sufficiently regular though bare
income, such as 18sto 21s per week for a moderate family,
and by " very poor" those who from any cause fall much
below this standard. The " poor" are those whose means
may be sufficient, but are barely sufficient, for decent inde-
pendent life; the "very poor" those whose means are
insufficient for this according to the usual standard of life
in this country. My "poor" may be described as living
under a struggle to obtain the necessaries of life and make
both ends meet; while the " very poor" livein a state of
chronic want. It may be their own fault that this is so;
that is another question; my first business is simply with
the numbers who, from whatever cause, do live under con-
ditions of poverty or destitution.

Table I. on the next page shows the division of the
population by classes according to means and position and
by sections according to employment. The double division
is necessary because no possible classification by employ-
ment will serve aso to divide the people according to
means; and, in effect, it will be found that most sections
contribute to more than one class, and each class is made
up of many sections. The numbers of each class in each
district, and the proportion in which each class stands * -
thewholepopulation, areshowninTablesl | .andl I | .,which
follow.

i. 3



|.—Table of Sections and

Divided into Sections accordi

rig to Character of Employment of Heads of Families.

Moreor lessDependert. | uUn-
Heecs married Per-
Class. Description. of ods | Totd. | cent-
Families Wives. Persons|  and age.
| 520 Widowers.
Males.
Labour ...1| LoweBt class, loafers, &c.. | 2,494 | 2,480 736 | 1,424 | 1,916 | 9,050 |1-02
2| Casual dav-to-day labour...| 8,725 | 8,6651 16,516 | 8,965 | 4,634 (42,505 |4-77
3 Irregular labour. 4,358 | 4,335 | 8,553| 2,075 | 1,844 (21,1C5 |2-37
4 ) 8412 | 8,351 |15,636| 3,730 | 3,433 |39,562 |4.44
5 ” ordlnar_y pay| 16,019 | 15,937 |30,949| 7,546 | 6,776 (77,227 (8-66
& Foremen and responsible) | geeg | 3509 | 7,132 | 1602 | 1486 |17.304 |1.05
Artisans...7| ) 10,377 | 10,324 | 20,980 | 5,008 | 4,226 50,915 [5-71
g Furniture, woodwork, dc...| 13,113 | 13,069 | 26,878 | 6,463 | 5,197 (64,720 |7-26
q 7314 | 7,255 (14,689 | 3,481 | 2,943 (35,682 |4-00
10 11,106 | 11,070 | 21,797 | 5,277 | 4,543 |53,793 |6-03
11 11,900 | 11,904 | 23,947 | 6,000 | 5,251 (59,062 |6-63
12 403 | 4,384 | 8,820 | 2,224 | 1,961 (21,792 |2'a4
Locomo-18 1972 | 1,956 | 4,008| 946 801 | 9,683 [1.09
tion 14 2,001 | 1,995 | 4,092| 989 838 | 9,915 |1.11
Assist- 15 4457 | 4,442 | 8,683| 2,097 | 1,835 21,514 [2-41
ants
16Police, soldiers, and sub-| 2,618 | 2,603 | 5,192 | 1,256 | 1,094 [12,763 |1-43
Other
wages 17 2350 | 2,324 | 3,899| 914 961 |10,448 [117
18 ) ) 3067 | 3,657 | 5480| 1,323 | 1,476 |15,603 175
My, 1 Homeindustries(notem- | 3950 | 5,911 | g131| 1972 | 1606 |19.540 [2.20
factu- 20 4,464 | 4,445 |10,167| 2,526 | 1,937 |23,539 |2-6-1
rers 21 511 510 | 1,134 279 224 | 2,658 |0-30
Deal- 22 Street sdllers, &a 3004 | 2,992 | 6,067| 1,500 | 1,452 | 15,015 |1-68
es 23 1986 | 1,975 | 4,042 1,034 903 | 9,940 |111
24 Small shops 5057 | 5,030 | 9,413| 2,305 | 2,155 |23,960 |2-69
. ;
23 Large shops (employing) | g7g | 5064 | 6581 1,609 | 1.206 |15.628 |1.75
Refresh- 26 . 60C 599 | 1,167 | 285 265 | 2,922 |0-33
ment 21| Coffee and boarding houses 1 257"| 1 351 | 5297|614 569 | 6,328 [0-71
Salaried, 28 7999 | 7,967 | 15,461| 3,694 | 3,347 |38,468 |4-31
Ac. 29 } . 1860 | 1,848 | 3,665 878 770 | 9,021 |1-02
g Subordinate professional... 913 909 | 1847| 441 375 | 4,485 |0-50
No work 31 605 600 | 1,176 288 261 | 2,930 |0-33
82 a3 | 44| e27| 148 182 | 1,841 [0-21
Tota | of male heads of families...|(154,674)
Females 33| Semi-domestic employment| 5,328 8,189 | 1,986 15,503 |1.74
A 2,524 3,773| 923 7,220 (0.81
85 1,889 3,027 741 5,657 |0.63
86| Employing and professional| 363 580 139 1,082 |0 12
87 1,072 1,566 | 384 3,022 [0-34
83 574 774| 188 1,536 |0-17
Total | of female heads of families|(11,750)
89 68,541 |7.68
40| Population of unscheduled} 40,000 (4-49
166,424 (153,892 [317,871|78,344| 66,557 (891,539 |100
Inmates of Institutions ... 17,419
908,968




Classes, EAST LONDON AND HACKNEY.

Divided into Classss according to Means and Position of Heads of Families.

Very Poor. Poor. Comfortable. Well-to-do.
Sion. | A B a D. o d_E- P G He | Totd,
Lowest | Casual |Irregular | Regular | SINaY Lower | Upper
Class | Earnings. Eaier%ngs. M. E‘gﬂﬂ%‘é Middte. | Miile.
1 9,050 9,050
2 | 41307 | 1198 | _e| — | _— | 42505
3 __ | 4541| 15275 ___ | 1349 | _— | | 21165
4 | 1% __ | %m0 27| ___ | __ | __ | 39562
5 _ 207 | __| 11,171 | 65507 %2 | ___ | | 11227
6 _ — | — 9 3| 17012 ~ - 17,3%
7 132 | 4390 6624| 5979| 28668 | 512 | —— | — | 50915
8 106 | 6446 | 7,544| 10551 | 35774 | 4299 | ___ | __ | 64720
9 63 | 1458 | 2172 | 3740| 23845| 4404 | __ | __ | 35682
10 100 | 3046 | 4811| 6477 | 27258| 12091 | __ | __ | 63793
11 63 | 6273| 9359 | 12670 | 27420 | 3277 | __ | __ | 59062
12 35 81 | 1300 | 3,602 | 15569 45| | | 21,792
13 8 138 9 726| 51G0| 3642 __ | __ | 9683
14 _ 595 801 | 1680 | 6,008 8l | ___ | | 9915
15 18 899 490 | 3121 | 14449| 2537 | __ | __ | 21514
16 - 201 50 808 | 10,827 87| - - 12,763
17 283 759 435 || 8,949 2 10,448
18 26 504 75| 1884 (110411 2008| __ | __ | 15603
19 17 | 1837 | 3325 1708 | 9243| 3342 68| - 19,510
20 36 27 49| 3224 | 12948| 6301 574 | 23539
21 __ _ | _ | 1781 877 | 2,658
22 802 | 3461 | 4378| 2266|i 4290 318 _ | __ | 15015
23 69 37| 1514 | 1251| 4166| 2415 98| __ | 9940
24 235 266 | 2016 | 12320 | 7567 | 15% | __ | 23,960
25 - — — 22| 4766 | 6032| 4538| 15628
26 — — 102 80| 1,081 | 1059 2,922
27 _ 9 3 7 419 | 126 | 3139| A7 | 6328
28 _ 483 721 | 1937 | 11,528 | 15432 | 7,260 | 1107 | 38468
29 _ 137 205 553 | 2,600| 3436 | 1915 175 | 9,021
80 _ _ _ _ 362 682 | 3441| 4485
81 — | 201 461 200 172 53 | | 2930
82 _ - _ 801 a7 518 75| 1,841
3 50 | 6990| 3410| 2930| 2074 40 15,503
R | p— 2058| 1590 | 2048| 1485 39 | _— | 7220
85 55 | 1842 94| 1315| 134 107 10| __ | 5657
86 . N 140 355 830 %7 | 1082
87 _ 406 178 650 | 1,713 70 5| | 302
88 _ _ 70 639 230 697 | " _ | 153%
89 86 | 7799 | 5978 10108 | 29444 | 10,167 | 8014 | 1065 | 68451
40 _ 8,500 91,500 | 40,000
Total...... 10,979 | 1000621 74,247 |128,887 | 876,953 121,240| 34,392| 44,779 | 891,639
Percent... | 1-23 11.22| &33| 1446 | 42-28| 1360 886 602 | 100.00
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Il.—Numerical Table of Classes.

A B o] D B F G H Total.
Shoreditoh |1,160|11,41312,821 23,265/ 54,972 13502 2,526 1,502(121,161
Bethnal  11,480/20,405/16,005 18,926 50,802 14452 3,775 1607(127,641
Whitechapel|2,439| 6,566/ 7,842 11,980 31,825 8,277 3,255 1334| 73518
St.Gerges| 718 7,191 5046 9,391 18126| 5009 1085  112| 47,578
901 9,790| 3,789 9,157| 25,743| 8,546 2,769| 1.862| 62,063
Mile End ..| 867| 7,521| 6,658 13,854| 57,414|16,450| 4,914  2,643(110,321
1,758(21,460|10,355| 27,156 75,256(22,292| 5164| 2,953 166,393
Total...|9,33284,352/63,506|113,728(314,228 88,528 |23,488|11,513, 708,675
Hackney |1,647(15,710/10,741 15159 54,22532,712 10,904| 1,766 [142,864
851,539
40,000
I'n Institutions.. 17,419
008,958
||| — Percentage Table of Classes.
Classes. ?n%rr? BGertege?lél éﬁlgxlnte? Gegﬁge'a Sntgyp Ig/lnide. Poplar. Hnae(}:/if_ D\?/srt]ﬁlgt
Al 10| 12| 33| 15 | 15| 08| 11| 09| 12
Bl 94| 160| 89| 151 | 158| 68| 129| 86| 112
B 18] 53] 125 B8 8% 5% &3 38 22
402 | 447| 392| 488 | 881| 262 85| 237| 352
E......| 454| 398| 433| 381 | 41-5| 620| 452 843 | 42.3
E 71 111 11-3| 11.3| 105 | 137| 149| 134 | 17-8| 136
G 21| 30| 44| 23 | 45| 45| 31| 60| 39
B 12| 12| 18| 03 | 22| 24| 18| 182 50
50-8| 553 60-8| 512 | 69| 738 635 763 64.8
* 1000 | 100 0| 1000 | 100.0 | 100-0 | 1000 1000 | 100-0 | 100-0

. Houses of the annual rental of over £35 are not usually scheduled by
the School Board visitors, unless known to contain more than one family,
or children of the elementary school class.
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On the whole it will be seen that St. George's-in-the-East
is the poorest district, though run very hard by Bethnal
Green in this unenviable race. Taking the number of "very
poor," Bethnal Green heads the list, and Stepney stands
higher than St. George's. Mr. Jones, the able relieving
officer of Stepney, disputes my conclusions here; and it
must be admitted that the very high proportion of Class B
in Stepney, compared to the very low proportion for Class
C, isremarkable. The fact is that the line between casual
and irregular employment at the docks and wharves and on
the canal, where the men of Stepney find their living, is
most difficult to draw, and it is very possible that some of
those described as " very poor" should not have been
placed below the line of poverty.

Before proceeding further with comparisons of one dis-
trict with another, | will describe the classes and their
manner of living so far asit is known to me. And here |
may say that in addition to the information obtained
from the School Board visitors, for the division of the
population into the 8 classes, | have been glad, in
describing the lives of these people, to use any available
information, and have received much valuable assistance
from relieving officers, rent collectors, officers of the Charity
Organization Society, and others.

A. The lowest class, which consists of some occasiona
labourers, street-sellers, loafers, criminals and semi-crimi-
nals, | put at 11,000, or 1%% the population, but this is
no more than a very rough estimate, as these people are
beyond enumeration, and only a small proportion of them
are on the School Board visitors' books. If | had been
content to build up the total of this class from those of
them who are parents of children at school in the same
proportions as has been done with the other classes, the
number indicated would not have greatly exceeded 3000,
but there is little regular family life among them, and the
numbers given in my tables are obtained by adding in an
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estimated number from the inmates of common lodging
houses, and from the lowest class of streets. With these
ought to be counted the homeless outcasts who on any
given night take shelter where they can, and so may be
supposed to be in part outside of any census. Those |
have attempted to count consist mostly of casual labourers
of low character, and their families, together with those in
a similar way of life who pick up aliving without labour of
any kind. Their life is the life of savages, with vicissitudes
of extreme hardship and occasional excess. Their food is
of the coarsest description, and their only luxury is drink.
It is not easy to say how they live; the living is picked up,
and what is got is frequently shared ; when they cannot
find 3d for their night's lodging, unless favourably known
to the deputy, they are turned out at night into the street,
to return to the common kitchen in the morning. From
these come the battered figures who slouch through the
streets, and play the beggar or the bully, or help to foul
the record of the unemployed; these are the worst class of
corner men who hang round the doors of public-houses, the
young men who spring forward on any chance to earn a
copper, the ready materials for disorder when occasion
serves. They render no useful service, they create no
wealth: more often they destroy it. They degrade what-
ever they touch, and as individuals are perhaps incapable
of improvement; they may be to some extent a necessary
evil in every large city, but their numbers will be affected
by the economical condition of the classes above them, and
the discretion of "the charitable world;" their way of life
by the pressure of police supervision.

It is much to be desired and to be hoped that this class
may become less hereditary in its character. There appears
to be no doubt that it is now hereditary to a very consider-
able extent. The children are the street arabs, and are to
be found separated from the parents in pauper or industrial
schoofs, and in such homes as Dr. Barnardo's. Some are
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in the Board schools, and more in ragged schools, and
the remainder, who cannot be counted, and may still be
numerous, are every year confined within narrowing bounds
by the persistent pressure of the School Board and other
agencies.

While the number of children left in charge of this class
is proportionately small, the number of young persons
belonging to it is not so—young men who take naturally
to loafing; girls who take ailmost as naturally to the streets;
some drift back from the pauper and industrial schools,
and others drift down from the classes of casual and irre-
gular labour. | have attempted to describe the prevailing
type amongst these people, but | do not mean to say that
there are not individuals of every sort to be found in the
mass. Those who are able to wash the mud may find some
gems in it. There are, at any rate, many very piteous
cases. Whatever doubt there may be as to the exact
numbers of this class, it is certain that they bear a very
small proportion to the rest of the population, or even to
class B with which they are mixed up, and from which
it is at times difficult to separate them. The hordes of
barbarians of whom we have heard, who, issuing from their
slums, will one day overwhelm modern civilization, do not
exist. There are barbarians, but they are a handful, a
small and decreasing percentage : a disgrace but not a
danger.

This classis recruited with adult men from all the others.
All such recruits have been in some way unfortunate, and
most, if not all, have lost their characters. Women, too,
drop down, sometimes with the men, more often from the
streets. A considerable number of discharged soldiers are
to be found in classes A and B.

Class B—Casual earnings—very poor—add up almost
exactly to 100,000, or 11%per cent, of the whole population..
This number is made up of men, women, and children in
about the following proportions.—



IV.—Table showing the Formation of Glass B from the various Sections.

Labour. Artisans. Dland Fg'f’",%‘e Heads
Other Wage Home Street no v;c/‘in[}:“&i
Ditrict Coml, | Irregular. | Regular. Fit:%]lridl;i M;car?;(rj:jy Dres | Eanes indusiries Sdlers & oape Y"g:ﬁr&":.""s Total
Settions .| 2 8. 4and 5. | 7and 8. | 9and 10 | 11 and 12| 13—18, 28and 29. |19 and 20.22—24and 27/ 81. | 83—85and 37.
Shoreditch........| 3,182 504 70 1,69 778 946 386 258 330 211 2,112 10,473
Bethnal Green ..., 5,680 638 231 | 3542 1438 2,190 395 687 1,748 284 2,172 19,005
2,939 192 90 183 97 1,007 179 53 349 351 575 6,015
4,226 182 23 132 122 750 120 10 243 71 802 6,681
6,546 378 213 331 249 181 180 71 155 71 693 9,068
3,113 575 99 638 254 157 308 117 298 208 1,079 6,846
- 112475 1130 322 | 3,827 693 449 632 153 260 520 1,738 20,199
3,146 942 448 | 2,487 873 | 1414 1,040 524 649 328 2,125 13,976
41,307 | 4,541 149 | 10,836 | 4,504 7,094 3,240 1873 4,032 | 2,044 11,296 92,263
Female adults, not heads of families, varioaslyemployed | 7,799
Total of ClassB (very poor) 100,062
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Married men | L. 17,000
Ther wives.. | . . ... 17,000
Unmarried men | . . . . L. 7,000
Widows . . . . . B50
Unmarriedwomen ... | . . . . . | 5,000
Young pasons 15—20 .. . . 9500
Children | L 338,000

100,000

The table on the preceding page shows the numbers
contributed by the different sections of employment in each
district.

Widows or deserted women and their families bring a
large contingent to this class, but its men are mostly to be
found in Section 2 of " Labour,” In the schedules | have
divided " Labour" into 6 sections, corresponding in effect
to the first 6 classes—(1) occasiona, (2) casud, (3) inter-
mittent, (4) regular low pa), (5) regular standard pay,
(6) highly paid. This classification cannot be made exact.
These sections not only melt into each other by insensible
degrees, but the only divisions which can be made are
rather divisions of sentiment than of positive fact: the line
between Nos. 1 and 2 (loafers and casual labourers) is of
this character, difficult to test, and not otherwise to be
established; and the boundaries of No. 2 are constantly
fluctuating; for the casual labourer, besides being pressed
on from below, when times are hard is aso flooded from
above; every class, even artisans and clerks, furnishing
those who, failing to find a living in their own trade,
compete at the dock gates for work. And on the other
hand those of this class who have a preference, and come
first in turn for the work of the casual sort that is to be had
at the docks or elsewhere, practically step up into Section 4,
or may do so if they choose, as obtaining regular work at
low pay. Similarly, it is most difficult to divide correctly
No. 3 from No. 5 (irregular from regular), or No. 5-jfrom
No. 4 (ordinary from low wages); in times of bad trade
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many who would otherwise be counted as regularly employed
sink for a time into No. 8, and it is in some cases difficult
to learn the actual wages, as well as to decide where to
draw the line, between No. 5 and No. 4.

Between No. 5 and No. 6 there is the same difficulty,
especially where a higher rate of wages happens to be set
off by greater irregularity of employment.

Section No. 2, coinciding, so far asit goes, with class B,
is intended to include none but true casua labourers,
excluding the men already described under No. 1, who are
not properly labourers at all; leaving for No. 3 those
irregularly employed, who may be out of work or in work,
but whose employment, though mostly paid by the hour,
has its tenure rather by the week, or the month, or the
season ; and for No. 4, those whose pay, however low,
comes in with reasonable certainty and regularity from
year's end to year's end. In East London the largest field
for casual labour is at the Docks; indeed, there is no other
important field, for although a large number of men, in the
aggregate, look out for work from day to day at the
wharves and canals, or seek employment as porters in
connection with the markets, there seems to be more
regularity about the work, and perhaps less competition, or
less chance of competition, between outsiders and those
who, being always on the spot, are personally known to the
employers and their foremen. Dock Labour is treated in a
separate chapter. The number of those who are casually
employed at the Docks does not seem large compared to
the very great public concern which has been aroused, but
as a test of the condition of other classes, the ebb and flow
of this little sea is really important; it provides a test of
the condition of trade generally, as well as of certain trades
in particular—a sort of "distress meter"—and connects
itself very naturally with the question of the unemployed.

The labourers of class B do not, on the average, get as
much as three days' work a week, butitis doubtful if many
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of them could or would work full time for long together if
they had the opportunity. From whatever section Class B
is drawn, except the sections of poor women, there will be
found many of them who from shiftlessness, helplessness,
idleness, or drink, are inevitably poor. The ideal of such
persons is to work when they like and play when they
like; these it is who are rightly called the " leisure class"
amongst the poor—Ieisure bounded very closely by the
pressure of want, but habitual to the extent of second
nature. They cannot stand the regularity and dulness of
civilized existence, and find the excitement they need in
the life of the streets, or at home as spectators of or parti-
cipators in some highly coloured domestic scene. There
is drunkenness amongst them, especially amongst the
women; but drink is not their special luxury, aswith the
lowest class, nor is it their passion, as with a portion of
those with higher wages and irregular but severe work.
The earnings of the men vary with the state of trade, and
drop to a few shillings a week or nothing at all in bad
times; they are never high, nor does this class make the
hauls which come at times in the more hazardous lives of
the class below them; when, for instance, a sensational
newspaper sells by thousands in the streets for 2d to 6d a
copy. The wives in this class mostly do some work, and
those who are sober, perhaps, work more steadily than the
men; but their work is mostly of arough kind, or is done
for others almost as poor as themselves. It is in all cases
wretchedly paid, so that if they earn the rent they do very
well.

Both boys and girls get employment without much
difficulty—the girls earn enough to pay their mothers
4s or 5s aweek if they stay at home; and if the boys do
not bring in enough, they are likely to be turned adrift,
being in that case apt to sink into ClassA; on the other
hand, the more industrious or capable boys no doubt rise
into Classes C, D, or E.
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Class B, and especially the "labour" parb of it, ia not
one in which men are born and live and die, so much as a
deposit of those who from mental, moral, and physical
reasons are incapable of better work.

Glass C — Intermittent earnings—numbering nearly
75,000, or about 8 per cent, of the population, are more
than any others the victims of competition, and on them
falls with particular severity the weight of recurrent
depressions of trade. In this class are counted most of the
labourers in Section 3, together with a large contingent
from the poorer artisans, street sellers, and the smaller
shops. Here may perhaps be found the most proper field
for systematic charitable assistance; provided always some
evidence of thrift is made the pre-condition or consequence
of assistance.

Section 3 of Labour, which contributes so largely to
Class C, consists of men who usually work by the job, or
who are in or out of work according to the season or the
nature of their employment.. Thisirregularity of employ-
ment may show itself in the week or in theyear: stevedores
and waterside porters may secure only one or two days
work in aweek, whereas labourersin the building trades may
get only eight or nine months in theyear. They are, all
round, men who, if in regular work, would be counted in
Section 5, and it is therefore satisfactory to note that the
proportion in irregular work issmall. The great body of
the labouring class (as distinguished from the skilled
workmen) have a regular steady income, such as it is.

Some of the irregularly employed men earn very high
wages, fully as high as those of the artisan class. These
are men of great physical strength, working on coal or
grain, or combining aptitude and practice with strength
as in handling timber. It is amongst such men, especially
those carrying grain and coal, that the passion for drink is

. In conddering the datus as to employment and means a whole year
has, s far as possible, been taken as the unit of time.
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most developed. A manwill very quickly earn 15s or 20s,
but at the cost of great exhaustion, and many of them eat
largely and drink freely till the money is gone, taking
very little of it home. Others of this class earn wages
approaching to artisan rates when, as in the case of steve-
dores, their work requires special skill, and is protected by
trade organization. If these men are to be counted in
Section No. 3, as unfortunately many of them must be at
present, it is because their numbers are too great. While
trade is dull the absorption of surplus |labour by other em-
ployment is extremely slow. Therearealsointhissection a
large number of wharf and warehouse hands, who depend
on the handling of certain crops for the London market.
They have full work and good work when the wool or tea
sales are on, and at other times may be very slack. These
classes of irregular labour depend on the shipping trades,
and have been put in Section 3, unless the absence of all
signs of poverty entitled them to rank with Section 5.
Besides those whose living depends on the handling of
merchandise, there are in this section all the builders'
labourers, and some others whose work is regulated by the
seasons. With regard to these employments the periods of
good and bad work are various, one trade being onwhile
another is off; more goods to be handled, for instance, on
the whole, in winter than in summer, against the stoppage
of buildingin cold weather. | do not think, however, that
one employment is dovetailed with another to any great
extent; it would not be easy to arrange it, and most of the
men make no effort of the kind. They take things as they
come; work when they can get work in their own line, and
otherwise go without, or, if actually hard up, try, almost
hopelessly, for casual work. The more enterprising ones
who fill up their time in some way which ekes out their
bare earnings are the exceptions, and such men would
probably pass into Section 5 as having regular standard
earnings. On the other hand, many fall out of Section5
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into Section 3 through illness, and it is largely in such
cases that extreme poverty is felt. The pressure is aso
very severe where there are many young children; aman
and hiswife by themselves can get along, improvident or
not, doing on very little when work fails; the children
who have left school, if they live at home, readily keep
themselves, and sometimes do even more. It is in the
years when the elder children have not yet left school,
while the younger ones are still a care to the mother at
home, that the pressure of family life is most felt.

The men of Section 3 have a very bad character for
improvidence, and | fear that the bulk of those whose
earnings are irregular are wanting in ordinary prudence.
Provident thrift, which lays by for to-morrow, is not avery
hardy plant in England, and needs the regular payment of
weekly wages to take root freely. It seems strange that a
quality so much needed, and so highly rewarded, should
not be developed more than seems to be the case. There
may, however, be more of such thrift among the irregularly
employed than is generally supposed, for it is those who do
not have it who come most under observation. | under-
stand that death clubs with a weekly subscription of id to
2d per head are very commonly subscribed to, and there
are instances of a system by which tradesmen are paid
small sums all through the summer against the winter
expenditure at their shop, receiving the money on a
deposit card, and acting in fact as a sort of savings bank.
But such cases are exceptional; the reverse would be the
rule, credit being given in winter against repayment in
summer. Most benefit societies, death clubs, goose clubs,
& c, are held at public-houses, and the encouragement to
thrift is doubtful. The publican is left too much in
possession of the field as friend of the working man, and
Tiis friendship does not practically pay the latter, who is
apt to spend more than he saves.

Thefe will be many of the irregularly employed who
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could not keep a permanent job if they had it, and who
must break out from timeto time; but the worst of these
drop into Section 2, and for the most part | take Section 3
to consist of hard-working struggling people, not worse
morally than any other class, though shiftless and impro-
vident, but out of whom the most capable are either selected
for permanent work, or equally lifted out of the section
by obtaining preferential employment in irregular work.
They are thus a somewhat hepless class, not belonging
usually to any trade society, and for the most part without
natural leaders or organization; the stevedores are the
only exception | know of, and so far as they are here
counted in No. 3, are so under peculiarly adverse circum-
stances; No. 5 istheir proper section.

Labour of No. 3 character isvery common in London.
There may be more of it proportionately in other districts
than in the East End. In this class the women usually
work or seek for work when the men have none; they do
charing, or washing, or needlework, for very little money;
they bring no particular skill or persistent effort to what
they do, and the work done is of slight value. Those who
work the most regularly and are the best paid are the
widows, who are separately counted in Sections 33
to 35.

Class D, Small Regular Earnings, poor, are about 129,000,
or nearly 14£ per cent, of the population. It must not be
understood that the whole of these have quite regular
work; but only that the earnings are constant enough to
be treated as a regular income, which is not the case with
the earnings of class C. Of D and 0 together we have
203,000, and if this number is equally divided to represent
those whose earningsareregular andirregular, which would
be to place the standard of regularity alittle higher than
has been done in this inquiry, the result would be equal
numbers of each grade of poverty—2100,000 of B or casual,
100,000 of 0 or intermittent, and 100,000 of D or regular
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earnings, oat of a total population of 900,000, or one-ninth
of each grade.

The dass coincides to a very great extent with Section 4
of Labour (or those with regular work at minimum wage),
in which section have been included those whose labour
may be paid daily and at the casual rates, but whose
position is pretty secure, and whose earnings, though
varying a little from week to week, or from season to
season, are in effect constant.

The men of Section 4 are the better end of the casual
dock and water-side labour, those having directly or
indirectly a preference for employment. It includes also
a number of labourersin the gas works whose employment
falls short in summer but never entirely ceases The rest
of this section are the men who are in regular work all the
year round at a wage not exceeding 21. a week. These
are drawn from various sources, including in their numbers
factory, dock, and warehouse labourers, carmen, messengers,
porters, &c.; a few of each class Some of these are
recently married men, who will, after a longer period of
service, rise into the next class;, some are old and super-
annuated, semi-pensioners; but others are heads of families,
and instances are to be met with (particularly among car-
men) in which men have remained fifteen or twenty years
at a stationary wage of 21s or even less, being in a com-
paratively comfortable position at the start, but getting
poorer and poorer astheir family increased, and improving
again as their children became able to add their quota to
the family income. In such cases the loss of elder children
by marriage is sometimes looked upon with jealous dis-
favour.

Of the whole section none can be said to rise above
poverty, unless by the earnings of the children, nor are
many to be classed as very poor. What they have comes
in regularly, and except in times of sicknessin the family,
actual want rarely presses, unless the wife drinks. As a
general rule these men have a hard straggle to make ends

i 4
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mest, but they are, as a body, decent steady men, paying
their way and bringing up their children respectably.
Thework they do demands little skill or intelligence.

In the whole class with which this section is identified
thewomen work a good deal to eke out the men's earnings,
and the children begin to make more than they cost when
free from school : the sons go as van boys, errand boys,
& ¢, and the daughtersinto daily service, or into factories,
or help the mother with whatever she hasin hand.

The comfort of their homes depends, even more than in
other cdasses on a good wife. Thrift of the " make-the-
most-of-everything" kind iswhat is needed, and in very
many casss must be present, or it would be impossible to
keep up so respectable an appearance as is done on SO
small an income.

E. Regular Standard Earnings—These are the bulk of
Section 5, together with alarge proportion of the artisans
and most other regular wage earners. | also include here,
as having equal means, the best class of street sellers and
general dealers, a large proportion of the small shop-
keepers, the best off amongst the home manufacturers, and
some of the small employers. This is by far the largest
class of the population under review, adding up to 377,000,
or over 42 per cent.

Section No. 5 contains all, not artisans or otherwise
scheduled, who earn from 22sto 30s per week for regular
work. There are some of them who, when wages are near
the lower figure, or the families are large, are not lifted
above the line of poverty; but few of them are very
poor, and the bulk of this large section can, and do,
lead independent lives, and possess fairly comfortable
homes.

Asarule the wives do not work, but the children all do:
the boys commonly following the father (asis everywhere
the case above the lowest classes), the girls taking to local
trades, or going out to service.

The men in this section are connected with almost every
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form of industry, and includein particular carmen, porters
and messengers, war ehousemen, permanent dock labourers,
stevedores, and many others. Of these some, such as the
mar ket porters and stevedores, do not earn regular wages,
but both dasses usually make a fair average result for the
week's work, and only in exceptional cases have been
placed in Section 3.

The whole section is instructive as showing the large
proportion of the labour class who are in regular work at
standard wages, and doubtless what holds good of the
East End will not be less true elsewhere in London.

It may be noted that Classes D and E together form the
actual middle dass in this district, the numbers above and
below them being very fairly balanced.

The wage earners of Class E take readily any gratuities
which fall in their way, and all those who constitute it will
mutually give or receive friendly help without sense of
patronage or degradation; but against anything which
could be called charity their pride rises stiffly. This class
is the recognized field of all forms of co-operation and
combination, and | believe, and am glad to believe, that it
holds its future in its own hands. No body of men deserves
more consideration; it does not constitute a majority of
the population in the East of L ondon, nor, probably, in the
whole of London, but it perhaps may do so taking England
as a whole. It should be said that only in a very general
way of speaking do these people form one class, and
beneath this generality lie wide divergences of character,
interests, and ways of life. This class owns a good deal
of property in the aggregate.

Glass F consgs of higher class labour (Section 6), and
the best paid of the artisans, together with others of equal
means and position from other sections, and amounts to
121,000, or about 13%2per cent, of the population. Theline
between Sections 5 and 6 of labour has not been pressed
closdly, and it is probable that many whose earnings one
way or another exceed 30s per week have been allowed to

i 4



V| .-—Table showing the? Formafion Of Classes E and F from ike various Sections.

Labour. Artisans, Street L PO | 11 and | Female
Home | Sdlers, age | fessiona
e | penu Fore- Built(jjing Machigery Drea:s Oltzha?n\e!rvsge '{;}’.P;’ Sggllgnﬁgs Licm?é‘é’ Inc?ggm- Oqglop& Emg
District. qular. | B e e Su?1ndry. Food. Houses. | Houses. | "dent tion. Ac. | Total.

.' 4andg 6. 7and 8 | 9and 10.| 11&12.|18—18 28& 29, | 19&20.| 22-24. 26. | 25 and 27, 30 and 32. 3L 33-38
_Shoreditch.......... 9| 7,033 677| 14662 | 12942 | 6052| 11541 | 4455 3654 873 | 133 | 18 772 |
77| 8307 1042| 12706 | 8841|7525 9711 |5769| 4676 | 1209 % | A gee | M =
Whitachapdl.......| 86| 5264 611 2122 | 2880 |10581| 4,363 | 3786 5630 676 4 | 4 655 | f——>
57| 6102| 1492| 1748 | 1992 | 2617| 2863 | 1667 2175 419 31| 26 22 | fp—
258| 6927 3,046| 4495 | 4672 | 1338| 6203 | 1334 2164 503 | 116 | 27 628 | f——>

MileEnd..........| 200|11,144| 2,636 8915 | 8304 8526| 15740 |3717| 5327 | 1031 | 3% | 18 | 1383
Poplar | 585|13835| 6,317 15174 | 16882 | 4,180 23873 |2520| 4986 | 1007 | 402 | 4 | 2021 | ==
77| 7274 1564 14,041 | 11095 | 5912 24418 |5479| 4225 | 985 | 463 | 17 | 1790 | =
__ Totaleorr..1 1,349 165.886117.385| 73 863 | 67.ccs 146 731 93719 98 757 | 32 837 6 703 1610 995 8416 450,082
Female adults 48,111
Total of Eand F........ 498,193




CONCERNING THE WHOLE DISTRICT. 53

remain in No. 5; those in Section No. 6 earn certainly
more than 30s, and up to 45. or 50s. Besides foremen are
included City warehousemen of the better class, and first
hand lightermen; they are usually paid for responsibility,
and are men of very good character and much intelligence.

This (No. 6) is not alarge section of the people, but it is a
distinct and very honourable one. These men are the
non-commissioned officers of the industrial army- No doubt
there are others as good in the ranks, and vacant places
are readily filled with men no less honest and trustworthy;
all the men so employed have been selected out of many.
The part they play in industry is peculiar. They have
nothing to do with the planning or direction (properly so
called) of business operations; their work is confined to
superintendence. They supply no initiative, and having
no responsibility of this kind they do not share in profits;
but their services are very valuable, and their pay enables
them to live reasonably comfortable lives, and provide
adequately for old age. No large business could be con-
ducted without such men as its pillars of support, and their
loyalty and devotion to those whom they serve is very
noteworthy. Most employers would admit this as to their
own foremen, but the relation is so peculiar and personal
in its character that most employers also believe no other
foremen to be equal to their own.

Their sons take places as clerks, and their daughters
get employment in first-class shops or places of business;
if the wives work at all, they either keep a shop, or employ
girls at laundry work or at dressmaking.

There is a great difference between these men and the
artisans who are counted with them as part of Class F:
the foreman of ordinary labour generally sees things from
the employer's point of view, while the skilled artisan sees
them from the point of view of the employed. Connected
with thisfact it is to be observed that the foremen are amore
contented set of men than the most prosperous artisans.

The artisans, who are shown under three headings in the
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preceding table, are divided in the schedules for the Tower
Hamletsinto six groups, and these are further sub-divided
for Shoreditch, Bethnal Green, and Hackney. Skilled
workmen are found in every cdass from A to F, as the
following table will show (the numbers given include wives
and children):—

Al B 0 D | B F | Toal.
_ 132/ 4,390| 6,624 | 5979| 28,668 5122| 60,915
Furniture, woodwork, & c.| 106 | 6,446 | 7,644 10,551 85,774 | 4299 64,720
Machinery and Metals...| 63| 1458|2172 | 3740| 23845| 4404 85,682
_Sundry artisans......1 100| 3046 | 4,811 | 6477| 27,268|12,091 63,793
63| 6,273| 9,359 12,670 27.420 | 3277| 69,062
35| 8211300 3602 15569 | 465| 21,792
499 22,434/31,810(43,019 158,544 (29,658 285,964

22,933 74,829 188,202

6,336 22,029 30,697

Other artisans .. 16,597 62,800 157,506

From this table it will be seen that, taken altogether,
for every 100 artisans on the line of poverty (Classes O
and D) or below it (Classes A and B) there are 200 who
are aboveit (E and F), and if those engaged in the manu-
facture of dress (tailors and bootmakers), with whom the
proportion on or below the line of poverty is much greater,
are excluded, for every 100 on or below the line there
would be 230 above it; whileif furniture and woodwork
(the other great sweated industry) were also deducted, the
proportion of the well-to-do would be again increased.

Later on separate accounts are given of Cabinet-making,
Bootmaking, Tailoring, Cigar-making and Silk-weaving.
Therest of the artisan trades have no features peculiar to
the East End, and would be better considered for the
whole of London, but the following remarks may be made:

Building trades.—These show the signsof thedepression
of trade. The poor and very poor between them are 33.6
per cent, of their numbers. The unskilled labourers
employed in building operations are of course not counted
amongst the artisans.
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Together with furniture, & c, are grouped the ship-
wrights and coopers. The shipwrights have little work—
a large portion of the trade is dead, and the coopers also
complain. |t is stated at the docks that there is less work
for the coopers because sugar and coffee are now imported
in bags instead of hogsheads. On the whole, however, the
coopers seem better off than most others, and are a large
body of men; they are of two sorts, the wet coopers, who
are highly skilled, and make good wages, and the dry
coopers, some of whom are hardly coopers at all, mending
barrels and boxes in a rough-and-ready fashion, and
earning but little. The percentage of "poor" is 28 per
cent, and of very poor 10 per cent, in this section.

Food production, including slaughtermen, journeyman
bakers, brewers' servants, sugar refiners, fish curers, and
cigar makers.—Of these the best paid are the slaughtermen
and brewers. servants ; it has, however, been difficult to
distinguish between the brewers and the brewers' labourers.
The distinction is not very material, as the other employ-
ments in this section are on the whole poorly paid, and rank
in that respect little, if at all, above the standard of labour
No. 5, in which section brewers' labourers ought to be.
Bakers, sugar-refiners, fish-curers, and cigar-makers, all
suffer more or less from cheap immigrant labour. The
sugar business has been extremely slack, and fish-curing,
though prosperous, is an industry of the poor. The per-
centage of poor in this section is22%per cent., and of very
poor 4 per cent.

Following the six sections of artisans in my schedules
come other wage earners, such as railway servants, police-
men, and seamen, and the classification by industry then
passes from wage earners—who, to give value to their work,
have to please the wage payers—to profit earners, who, in
order to be paid, have to please the public—a marked
difference. The commonest labourer and the most skilful
highly paid mechanic are alike in that whatever they do
their labour will be wasted if misapplied, and that asto its
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application they have no responsibility: they are paid their
wages equally whether they have or have not produced the
value in consumption that isto be hoped for out of their
work; but the master manufacturer, like the poor flower
girl, or the common street acrobat, must please his public
to earn anything. The distinction is no question of wealth j
with the artisans, as with ordinary labour, we have seen
under one denomination very varied conditions of life; and
among the profit earners also we shall again find all classes.

First come those who make their profit out of MANU-
FACTURE, and form the link between the wage-earners and
the dealers, insomuch as, while the dealers supply, and must
please the public, the makers work to satisfy the dealers.
Lowest in the scale are—

Home industries and small manufacturers who do not
employ.—These work at home, buying the materials and
selling the product. Home industries, where the whole
family work together, are such as dlipper making, toy
making, firewood cutting, &c. Those who work by them-
selves, but also on their own materials, are small boot-
makers and tailors (making and mending), watch and clock
makers (entirely repairing), locksmiths, picture frame
makers, and many more. With them are here included
sweeps and printers, who employ no one, but do not them-
sdves work for wages. Altogether this is a considerable
and rather interesting class, the last relic ot an older
industrial system.

For poverty and manner of life all these are little
removed from Sections 2 and 3, or from the poorest arti-
sans, and they often work for an employer when unable to
get work on their own account. The poor here are 26 per
cent., and the very poor 94 per cent.

Small employers, employing from one to ten workpeople
or servants—This class is for the most part energetic and
well to do, but includes the muchvilified " sweaters,” many
of whom are only a shade better off than those whose
labour they control.
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The number of large employers (Section 21) is not very
considerable. Then follow those who deal direct with the
public, beginning at the lowest point of classwith—

The street trades, which consist of three main divisions:
street performers, street sellers, and general dealers. They
include organ grinders and acrobats, professional beggars,
those who sell penny notionsfrom atray in the City streets,
and newspaper hawkers, withthe poorest of the costermon-
gers; and (amongst the general dealers) the buyers in a
small way of old boots for " translating,"” old clothes for
renovation, collectors of oldiron, & c., whose wholebusiness,
whether in buying or selling, is conducted amongst the very
poor. Many of these belong to the lowest class, and hardly
afull proportion of them come naturally into the schedules.

Further contingents from the street trades pass into
Classes B and C, in company with casua and irregular
labour; these are musicians in poor or irregular employ,
costermongers without capital, chair caners, street glaziers,
and struggling dealers.

The life of these people is much like that of the casual
labourer, with some of the vicissitudes of Section 1 of
labour. They live from hand to mouth, and go for change
of air to Margate sands, or " hopping," in the season.

The remainder of the street sellers and general dealers
are pretty well to do, certainly above the line of poverty,
and are included in Class B. They include ordinary public
musicians with regular work, billiard markers, scene
painters, and travelling photographers; costermongerswith
capital in stock and barrow, and perhaps a donkey; coffee
stall keepers, cats-meat men, and successful general
dealers. The section, taken altogether, is a large one in
the East End of London. Certain parts of Whitechapel,
including the neighbourhood of Petticoat Lane (now called
Middlesex Street), serve as a market for outlying districts.
Todeal " inthe Lane" is a sufficient description of many
we have met with.

"Dealing" and"street selling" aredistinctt occupations,
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except at quite the bottom level. The dealer is a small
itinerant merchant; the street seller is a sort of shop-
keeper, whose stock is contained in a stall, a barrow, or
a basket. The general dealers are nearly all Jews, and
some of them buy and sell in a large way, and handle
large sums of money, though their ways of life are hardly
removed from those of the quite poor of their nationality.
The business of a general dealer is never visible on the
surface, and with some it is a mystery, to which, perhaps,
the police only could furnish a key; while the street
sdlers, as a rule, whether in alarge or small way, are most
open and palpable servants of the public. Costermongers
of the upper grade are a very well-to-do set; they have a
valuable property in their stock, & c.; they sometimes have
both stall and barrow, working as a family; and some step
up into the shopkeeping class by establishing the wife in a
small shop, while the man still goes round with the barrow.
The street trades seem prosperous, and those who drive
these trades are better off to-day than many skilled work-
men, though of much lower social grade, and in fact a
rough lot. In this employment the possesson of capital is
avery great power. The man who has wit to get together
alittle money, and resolution enough to keep his capital
sacred, spending only his profits, and saving out of them
against the loss of a donkey, or the need of a new barrow,
will surely prosper. Those who haveto borrow pay dear for
the accommodation, and besides are probably the men whose
character or whose necessities make saving impossible to
them. There are menin the East End who make a large
income by letting out barrows to this class.

Among the lower grade of costermongers are to be
found labourers who take to street selling as an alternative
when work is dack, but it is probably difficult to make
duch a combination successful. The poor among the street
sellers are 44% per cent., the very poor 25 per cent.

Next in order in the industrial classification are—

Small shops, or shops where no assistants are employed,
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a very wide dass, including people in the greatest poverty
attempting to pay rent and obtain a living out of the sale
of things of hardly any value to customerswith hardly any
money, and every grade upwards to the well-to-do trades-
man with a prosperous business closely looked after by
wife and junior members of the family, who being sufficient
in themselves need employ no one.

I have been able roughly to apportion this section to the
different classes, but it is often impossible to say whether a
shop is making money or not. It perhapsloses and is closed,
and at once another takes its place. It may reasonably
be assumed that if they do not drop out of existence
as shops, profit is on the whole to be found in the business.
This, however, gives an inadequate picture of a class on
whom, whether in decrease of sales or increase of bad
debts, must fall much of the weight of a depressed con-
dition of trade. It may be that the cheapened cost of
what they haveto sell, and the full prices, which the credit
they give and the hand-to-mouth habits of their customers,
enablethem to charge, leave a good margin: and so far they
have not been serioudly attacked by the co-operative system,
which may some day step in between them and their profits.

It is to be noted that most of the quite small shops in
the district are not included at all in this section, being
kept by the wives of men otherwise employed, whose
families are here scheduled according to the man's trade.
These small shops play only asubsidiary part in the family
economy, and it is not to be wondered at if those who try
to make an entire living out of a business so handicapped,
find it very difficult.

It may be interesting to see, as has been done in the case
of theartisans, in what proportion Manufactureand Dealing
contribute to the various clases, and the following table
will show this.

It will be seen that of those who, not employing, work
on their own account, the numbers on or below the 3ne of
poverty are (as with the artisans) about half of those
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above the line; and the same rule appliesto the general
dealers; but with the street sdlers the proportion is
reversed, there being more than twice as many below as
there are above the line.

A B 0] D E F G H Total.

Manufacture.
Home Indus-
tries  (not
employing)| 17 | 1,837 | 3,325 | 1,708 | 9,243 | 3,342 68 19,540
Employers
(large and
86 27| 429 3,224|12,948 | 8,082 | 1,451 | 26,197

Total ..| 17 | 1,873 | 3,352 | 2,137 |12,467|16,290 | 8,150 | 1,451 | 45,737

Dealing.
Street Sellers,
302| 3,461 | 4,378 | 2,266 | 4,290, 818 15,015
—es. .| 69| 327| 1514 1,251 | 4,166 2,415| 198 9,940
Shops  (large

and small) 235| 266 2,016 |12,612|12,833| 7,588 | 4,538 | 39,588

_ &C ]
General Deal-

Total...| 371| 4,023 | 6,158 | 5,533 |21,068|15,066| 7,786 | 4,538 | 64,543

Note—I| must again warn my readers that the numbers given for GlassA
have no secure basis, but are (in spite of their apparent nicety of exaotness)
a very rough approximation tothetruth.

O. Lower Middle Olass—Shopkeepers and small em-
ployers, clerks, & c, and subordinate professonal men. A
hard-working, sober, energetic class, which | will not more
fully describe here, as they no doubt will be comparatively
more numerous in other districts of London. Here they
number 34,000, or nearly 4 per cent. It is to be noted
that Class G, which in thewhole district compares with the
class above it as 34 to 45, for East London proper com-
pares as 32 to 12. The exaggera ion of Class H, as
compared to Class G, isentirely due to Hackney.

H. Upper Middle Class.—All above G are here lumped
together, and may be shortly defined as the servant-
keeping class They count up to about 45,000, or 5 per
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cent, of the population. Of these more than two-thirds are
to be found in Hackney, where one-fifth of the population
live in houses which, owing to their high rental, are not
scheduled by the School Board visitors. |n the other
districts scattered houses are to be found above the value
at which the School Board usually draws theline; but the
visitors generally know something of the inmates. In
Hackney, however, there are many streets as to which
the visitors have not even the namesin their books. The
estimated number of residents in these unscheduled houses
| haveplacedin Class H, to which they undoubtedly belong,
excepting that the servants (also an estimated number)
appear under Class E, from which they are mostly drawn.

It is to be remembered that the dividing lines between
all these classes are indistinct; each has, so to speak,
a fringe of those who might be placed with the next
division above or below; nor are the classes, as given,
homogeneous by any means. Room may be found in each
for many grades of social rank.

Female heads of families are separately scheduled, and
divided into six sections. These are widows or deserted
women with their children, and | will restate from the
schedules the proportion of them belonging to each class :

Female heads of A B 0 D E F G |H |Total
families.

59 16,990 | 3410|2930 | 2074| 40 15,503
Dress 2058|1590 | 2048 | 1485 | 39 — 7220
551842 99413151334 |107| 10 5,657

Employing and pro-
qﬁ%ﬁ ; w6 18 & 1,%35 3 :1’»882%
70| 639|230|5 1536

Total...... 114/11,29) 6,172 | 7,153 | 7,600

(o0}
=
(o2]

34,020
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Two things are here very noticeable—the one that fully
half the women who have to support themselves seek
a livelihood in semi-domestic employments, such as washing
and charing; and the other, that it is amongst such
occupations, as will be seen by the large numbers in
Clases A to D, and not amongst the trades, that tho
greatest apparent poverty exists,

.To complete the population it has been necessary to add
68,451 adult women, and | have distributed them amongst
the dasses in the proportions shown for the rest of the
population to which they stand in the relation of ssters or
daughters.

Grouping the dasss together, A, B, C, and D are the
clases in poverty, or even in want, and add up to 314,000,
or 35 per cent, of the population; while E, F, G, and H
are the dasss in comfort, or even in affluence, and add up
to 577,000, or 65 per cent, of the population.

Separating East London from Hackney, the same system
of grouping gives us for East London 270,000, or 38 per
cent, in poverty, against 440,000 or 62 per cent., in comfort;
and for Hackney by itself 43,000, or 24 per cent., in poverty,
against 140,000, or 76 per cent., in comfort.

The most poverty-stricken district (St. George's) has
23,000, or 49 per cent., in poverty, against 24,000, or
51 per cent., in comfort. It will be noted that thisis also
the smallest district, and it is possble that an equally large
area not less poor might be found by dividing one of the
larger districts.

In a separate chapter | develop these figures further
and attempt to deal with the question or problem of
poverty.

[ The pointsupon which my viewshave been modifiedin thecourse
of the inquiry from 1889 to 1902 will be noted in the
concludingvolume{or " Final Review" ).—C.B., 1902]



CHAPTER III.
CONCERNING THE SEPARATE DISTRICTS

FOR those who find an interest in such methods, | give
on the next page a table showing for each district the per-
centage which each kind of occupation bears to the whole
population. | can hardly hope to make the rows of figures
in this tableas luminous and picturesgueto any other eye as
they are to mine, and yet | am constrained to try to do so.
I will take Whitechapel as a centre, and trace the figures
east and west.

Of the population of Whitechapel 18/ per cent, appear
asemployed in making clothes, 6% per cent, in cigar making
and food preparation, 8 per cent, are street sdlers and
general dealers, and 5Y per cent, are small employers,
mostly of the poor " sweater " type. All these are employ-
ments of the Jews.

Stepney, on the other hand, has few, if any, of these—
only 7% per cent, all told against 38 per cent, in
Whitechapel. Stepney is essentially the abode of labour :
here the casual labourers reach their maximum of nearly
Il per cent, of the population, and have their homes in
a mass of grimy streets and courts; and here are to be
found also the largest proportion of regularly paid labour,
viz., 24 per cent, of the population. In all, nearly 89 per
cent, of the population of Stepney are counted in the five
sections of labour against only about 18 per cent, so
counted in Whitechapel.

Midway between Whitechapel and Stepney, in character
as well as geographically, comes St. GeorgeVin-the-East.
Doubtlessaline might be drawn which Would fairly divide
the population of St. George's into two portions, the one
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as to be thoroughfares no longer, and lined with a double
or treble row of hand-barrows, set fast with empty cases,
so as to assume the guise of market stalls. Here and
there a cart may have been drawn in, but the horse has gone
and the tilt is used as a rostrum whence the salemen with
stentorian voices cry their wares, vying with each other
in introducing to the surrounding crowd their cheap
garments, smart braces, sham jewellery, or patent medicines.
Those who have something showy, noisily push their trade,
while the modest merit of the utterly cheap makes its
silent appeal from the lower stalls, on which are to be
found a heterogeneous collection of such things as cotton
sheeting, American cloth for furniture covers, old clothes,
worn-out boots, damaged |amps, chipped china shepherdesses,
rusty locks, and rubbish indescribable. Many, perhaps
most, things of the " silent cheap " sort are bought in the
way of business; old clothes to renovate, old boots to
translate, hinges and door-handles to be furbished up again.
Such things cannot look too bad, for the buyer may then
persuade himself that he has a bargain unsuspected by the
seller.  Other stalls supply daily wants—fish is sold in
large quantities—vegetables and fruit—queer cakes and out-
landish bread. Except as regards these daily wants, the Jew
is the seller, and the Gentile the buyer; Petticoat Lane is
the exchange of the Jew, but the lounge of the Christian.

Nor is this great market the only scene of the sort in
the neighbourhood on Sunday morning. Where Sclater
Street crosses Brick Lane, near the Great Eastern Station,
is the market of the " f ancy." Here the streets are blocked
with those coming to buy, or sell, pigeons, canaries, rabbits,
fowls, parrots, or guinea pigs, and with them or separately
all the appurtenances of bird or pet keeping. Through this
crowd the seller of shell-fish pushes hisbarrow; on the out-
skirtsof it are moveable shooting galleries, and patent Aunt
Sallies, while some man standing up in a dog-cart will
dispose of racing tips in sealed envelope" to the East End
sportsman.

i 5
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Brick Lane should rightly be seen on Saturday night,
though it isin almogt all its length a gay and crowded scene
every evening of the week, unless persistent rain drives both
buyers and sdlers to seek shelter. But this sight—the
" market street"—isnot confined to Brick Lane, nor pecu-
liar to Whitechapel, nor even to the East End. In every
poor quarter of London it is to be met with—the flaring
lights, the piles of cheap comestibles, and the urgent cries
of the sdlers. Everywhere, too, thereis the same absolute
indifference on the part of the buyer to those cries. They
sem to be accepted on. both sdes as necessary, though
entirely usdess.  Not infrequently the goods are sold by a
sort of Dutch auction—then the prices named are usually
double what the sdler, and every bystander, knows to be
the market price of the street and day, "Eigbtpence ?"
" Sevenpence ?" " Sixpence ? " Fivepence ?'— — Say
" Fourpence ?" —well, then, " Threepence halfpenny 7" A
bystander, probably a woman, nods imper ceptibly; the fish
or whatever it is passes from theright hand of the seller on
which it has been raised to view, on to the square of news
paper, resting on his left hand, is bundled up and quick as
thought takes itsplacein the buyer'sbasket in exchange for
the 3¥d, which finds its place in the seller's apron or on the
board besdethefish—and then beginsagain thesameroutine,
"Eightpence ?" " Sevenpence? ." Sixpence?' Ac.

Lying between Middlesex Street and Brick Lane are to
be found most of the common lodging houses, and in the
immediate neighbourhood, lower still in reputation, there
are streets of " furnished " houses, and houses where stair -
ways and corners are occupied nightly by those without any
other shelter. So lurid and intense is the light which
murderous outrage has lately thrown on these quarters,
that the grey tonesof theordinary picturebecome invisible.

Asto the registered Lodging Houses, it must be said and
remembered that they did, and do, mark a great improve-
ment However'bad their inmates may be, these houses
undoubtedly represent the principles of order, cleanliness,
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and decency. It is usdess to demand impossibilities
from them. Those who frequent them come under some
sort of regulation, and are under the eye of the deputy,
who in histurn is under the eye of the police. Even in
the worst of these houses there is a great mixture—strange
bedfellows whom misfortune has brought together—and
amongst the houses there are many grades. The worst are
horrible dens, but the horror lies really in their inmates,
who are incapable of any better way of living.

The plan of all alikeis to have a common kitchen, with
large hospitable firo, and dormitories above. The quarters
for single men condst of large rooms packed close with
dark-brown truckle beds—room to move between bed and
bed, and that is all—the women's rooms are, | believe, the
same, while the quarters for the" married" are boxed off
by partitions. There are some who are really married,
many whose relations though illegal are of long standing,
and others again who use the accommodation as a conveni-
ence in their way of life.

The registered Lodging Houses are, as| have said, better
than the unregistered " furnished apartments,” and so long
asthelow class exists at all, it must evidently lodge some-
where. This dass tends (very naturally) to herd together;
it is this tendency which must be combated, for by herding
together, they—both the quarters they occupy, and their
denizens—tend to get worse.  When this comes about des
truction is the only cure, and in this neighbourhood there
has been of late years a great change brought about by the
demalition of bad property. If much remains to do, still
much has been done in the clearing away of vile spots, which
contained dwellings unfit for human use, and matched only
by the people who inhabited them. The railways have
cleared some parts, the Board of Works other parts. The
transformation goes dowly on, business premises or great
blocks of model dwellings covering theold sites Meanwhile
the inhabitants of the dums have been scattered, and though
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they must carry contamination with them wherever they go,
it s;ems certain that such hotbeds of vice, misery, and
disease as those from which they have been ousted are not
again created. Many people must have altogether left the
district, asthe population showed a decrease of 5000 between
1871 and 1881; but with the completion of the new build-
ings the numbers have again reached the level of 1871.
Probably few of those who leave return; but it may be
doubted whether those whose houses are pulled down are
the onesto leave the neighbourhood. It isnot easy to say
exactly how an ebb and flow of population works. It may
be the expression in large of much individual hardship : but
| am more inclined to suppose that pulling down Smith's
house driveshim into Brown'squarters, and that Brown goes
elsewhere, to his great benefit; when the new buildings are
ready they do not attract Brown back again, but draw
their occupants from the surrounding strests—men of the
stamp of Smith or Brown, according to the accommo-
dation they offer; the vacant places are then taken by quite
new-comers (in Whitechapel mostly poor foreigners) or by
thenatural increase in the population. The clearances have
been principally confined to Whitechapel and St. George's,
the rebuilding almost entirely to Whitechapel.

Stepney is rendered interesting by its longlength of river
frontage (about 2 miles, including all Wapping), and it is
besides intersected by the Begent's Canal. 1t, like White-
chapel, has its foreign element, its haunts of crime, and
strange picturesqueness. | t, too, has been greatly changed
in recent years. Ratcliff Highway hardly knows itself as
St. George's Street; the policeman and the School Board
visitor have " put alight in the darkness," and have begun
to "make straight the way" here, as well as elsewhere in
East London.

Mile End Old Town—commonly denoted by the seeming
strange letters M. E. O. T.—lies between the inner and
outer ring, and looks very clean and new in spite of its
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name. |ts streets, even the narrowest, look comparatively
wide; the air is fresh and the squares and other small open
spaces are frequent..

Poplar, a hugedistrict, consists of the subdivisions of Bow
and Bromley as well as Poplar proper. Bow includes Old
Ford, and Poplar itself includes the Isle of Dogs—trans-
formed now intoanIsleof Docks. Inallitisavasttownship,
built, much of it, on low marshy land, bounded on the east
by the river Lea, and on the south by a great bend in the
Thames. In North Bow and other outlying partsthereis a
great deal of jerrybuilding: desolate looking streetsspring
into existence, andfall into decay with startlingrapidity, and
are only made habitable by successive waves of occupation;
anything will do so that the house be run up; any tenant
will do, who will give the house a start by burning a little
coa init; the first tenants come and go, till one by one
the houses find permanent occupants, the streets settle
down to respectability and rents rise: or a street may go
wrong and get into such a position that no course short of
entire destruction seems possible. Among the early troubles
of these streets are fevers, resulting it is said from the foul
rubbish with which the hollow land has become levelled.
This district has had many such troubles, and is steadily
living them down.

In Bethnal Green are found the old weavers' houses, with
large upper room, now usually partitioned off to make two
or three rooms or accommodate two families. In some cases
the houses had originally only one room on each floor;
and each floor, partitioned, now accommodatesits family. In
several cases a family (not weavers) havetaken such aroom,
andwhile living in it themselves, et aweaver stand hisloom
orloomsinit, getting rent for eacn loom. Weaving still
lingers, but other trades have for the most part taken its
place.

. MileEndis, however, remarkable for the number of brothdsto be found
amongdt its otherwise respectable streets.



72 EAST LONDON.

Of Shoreditch, or rather Hoxton, which is themost charac-
teristic part of Shoreditch, | am tempted to recall a
description by M r. Besant, which will be remembered by all
who have read " The Children of Gibeon." There is, he
says, nothing beautiful, or picturesque, or romantic in the
place, there is only the romance of life in it, sixty thousand
lives in Hoxton, everyone with its own story to tell. Its
people quiet and industrious, folk who ask for nothing but
steady work and fair wages. Everybody quite poor; yet,
he says, and saystruly, the place has a cheerful look. There
may be misery, but it is not apparent; the people in the
streets seem well fed, and are as rosy as London smoke and
fog will allow.

On the other hand the northern and western part of
Hackney, divided from Hoxton only by the canal, is almost
entirely a middle dass district. The old sreets of De
Beauvoir Town, or the new ones of Dalston and Upper
Clapton, are alike of this kind, and in the old roads running
through the new districts large and small houses are pulled
down, and those of medium size erected.
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11| Drese .vvvevneeervensmnenserannnnns| 2,012 2,013 [B,815 | 956 | 789 [9,584] 791 11 — 872 | 1,686 | 2,282 | 4,486 848 — — 8,584
192j Food prepnrahon. cvvesennes] 414 ]| 414 |} 748 | 187 | 162 [ 1,925| 158 12 — ® 180 483 | 1,184 74 —_ — 1,925
Locomo- 18] Railway servants v, 14T | 147 | 274 68 58 | 694 05T 13 — 9 — 99 468 118 — —_ 694
tion 14 R}gad BOTFICO esrarvarsnnrennene] 289 | 2891 586 ) 146 | 114 | L424| 1-17 14 — 28 108 272 978 38 — - 1,424
Adsie 198 ﬁ"":e‘;“ff_‘__ shment 11 agy | 781 (1,000 | s27 | 207 (8,877 278 15 18 | 160 | 160 | s15 |zooz | as | — | —~ | sam
204 | Bod | 684 | 146 ] 110 |L457] 120 18 - - — i | )2 220 — — 1,457
s IR T IS U 6 7 73] 006 17 - - 8 33 83 — - - 78
18] Othar wege ATREI vvevvemares 1,159 1,168 |1,482 | 871 | 454 | 4,625 8-85 18 — 145 287 842 | 8,115 252 —_ ~—— 4,626
Manu. 19 H‘;ff;’ ';‘:,“““’" (ot em. } 72 | 722 |1,888 | 848 | 283 |8,468| 3288 19 - 266 | 430 | 660 | 1881 | 734 |} — — | 8,468
m,&e.ao Small employers vveeseienenns| 684 | 634 {1,308 | 829 | 249 {3,154 260 20 — - ] 23 848 | 1,907 767 g | 8154
Large severennne{ 841 841 65{ 18| 13| 162| o-i3 21 — _— — — — - 185 27 162
Dealers 22 Bireet ollera, &0.......ooror} 876 | 876 ] 685 | 170 | 147 | 1,766| 146 23 40 286 673 840 493 27 - - 1,755
23! Greneral AeAlerd sooeeeeed 1981 178 | 804 | 76| 70( 08| 068 23 26 35 95 95 846 209 — —_ 806
24| Small Ghops .....erureasres 660 | 560 966 | 242 | 215 |2,628| 2-07 1 - - 8 | 238 | 1242 | 982 % | — 2,623
25( Large ,, (with assistents)} 484 | 434 | ss7| 214] 170 [2100| 1-74 25 — — - — 47 650 595 B17 | 2,19
Refreeh. 26| Coffes andbna.rdmghouses o o2l 82| 156 89| a2 'so1| oa2 26 — — - 18 210 145 18 - 391
ments 27| Licensed housen ....cesu.se 140] 0| 244] 81| 55| 8407 053 27 — 9 — a7 27 149 253 175 840
Salaried, 26{ Clorka and agenta ...........] T1¢| 719 (1,289 | 811 | 2aa | s270] 270 28 - 26 87 206 | 1,867 | 1,247 826 g | 827
&o. 29| Subordinate professional ..| 11} 111 [ 161] 41| "4 | 467] o039 29 - 8 8 52 162 184 65 8 467
80| Professional covuvvercesrseenens] 85| 85| 140 85| 32| 577 032 30 - — — — - 26 29 825 877
No work 81] Ill and no osoupation.........., 65| 65| 115| 23| 26| soo| o025 81 - 211 62 ? 9 9 - - 800
2 Independent.veenisre woenisnnand] 86| 881 561 14| 14| 58| 013 82 — — — - 74 88 41 8 158
Total | of male heads of families ...|23,748
Females. 83| Bemi-domeatic em ent 741] — (1,180 206] — [9217| 184 83 — ] L0 500 267 149 - - - 2,217
84| Drecs .......conees ploym g 410] — {eon| 180] — 1:15'{ 098 34 — s6a | 270 | 844 | 11 51 — - 1,161
55| Braall teaded ... ccrerrens 14| — | 640 160] — (1214 109 85 & 898 27¢ 369 158 ] & - 1,214
86| Employing and prolasumnal 2| — 79| 18§ — | 42| 013 36 — — —_ 24 54 80 84 — 142
87| Bu vorsereesirmnenaseenieed] 141) — | 1989| 49F — | see| o082 87 - 49 49 138 152 — - — 888
86| Ind-pemdent .....rst weereeee] 231 — 81 sl — 81| 005 88 - - — 5 26 15 15 — (1
Total | of female heada of families...|(1,780
89 Other adult women ( Tt =1 =1 =1 — losss| e85 ) 9% 940 | 1,054 | 1,918 | 4544 | 1,200 | 210 | 124 | o995
TToAAL... coovenen. |24, 556 22,746 148,842 [11, 19 121161 . Total...... 1,160 111,413 | 12,821 |28,266 | 54,973 |18,502 |} 2,526 | 1,508 |121,161
Tmates of Tnattutionn i ro [ 48 15,842 11,1361 8,637 2,689 100:00 Peroent, | 096 | 942 | 1085 | 10m | 599 | 1124 | 209 | 124 | Tod0e
)
Tﬁ Doplﬂlﬂwl yopaun] — o - b lm F ot







IX.~—~Table of Sactions and Classes. BrrENAYL GREEN.

Divided into Hect ding to Ct v of Employment of Heads of Families. Divided into Classes according to Means and Position of Heads of Familles,
More or less Dependsnt. | e Yary Poor. Poor, Comfortabls. Well-to-do,
Beads lﬂ:l:l A B. [+ D. B. ¥ G. E. TFotal,
Clase. Dedexiphion. " "Rl Cufl. | Poung Total. { Fercentage. Beation. Lowest | Casusl Highly
U over 20 Irregular Onl.tn:g Lower | Tpper
8§ Wives. -d_rleg_ !i’m gd 'm Class. | Earnings.] oarmdngs. | Minbawn, mm Vﬁi‘l’:. Middle, | Middle.
Males. 1 |88 | —~ — - — - - — | 1188
Labour... 2| Lowest olaes, loafers, &o. ...| 8901 890| 69! 2001 13811,185| 008 3 — | 5680 150 - - - - _ 5,860
3 Cnmal day.to-day Iabour .| 1,101 11,191,476 seo| 43265860 459 3 o33 | 2000 | — | = - = | 3%
it Al o | R IR I R P R I I R
4 1 rk, Iow veee| 14 —_— — — e
3| Bestlex wo p:fy 1,028 | 1,928 | 3,767 | e78{ €71|9,162] 718 : 8 ss0 | 6 122 7 9»;::
sttt it o It B I ) (v Nl = Pl Uil 1 [l el
TE savnpvnstsnnnasamannsnss * — —_— .
Artisane 7| Building trades ..o 1,148 1,148 (2,376 | 657] 400|5,820) 441 17 { 2,950 | 8100 | 8170 | 8600 | w1 | — — | 18,598
§ Furniture, woodwork, &....| 3,690 12,696 | 8,025 | 1,879 | 1,802 16,608 1467 9 9 | 253 | svo | 280 Jieme | ses | — | — | sem
8 Machinery and metals ..... | T38| 738 1 576| 870f 257|8,678| 2-88 ~ _ 86 240 148 1,878 540 _ _ 2/890
A PHIUDE seoveerrremrnee] 502 ] 692 (2314 285) 207 (2,890) 226 Sl = o1 o sl ! Ml = - s
». Watches and instruments| 134] 184 284| e8] 47| ‘665 0452 012 = 6 | ees | | m | | = o
104 | c. Furs and lesther...........] 301} 801| 610 142} 10814506 1-14.2 -y - 10 | o1 el Bl | = = | Yoo
. filk weaving ...cneuenn.d| 284] 284| 516( 120f 99)1,802 1:02 t~ x 18 742 460 708 | 1,714 138 — _ 3,778
x. Sundry ertissns .,..........| 776| 776 (1,585 870| 871}8,778| 296 1n o | go10 | 2540 | 250 | 5498 | dea | — g
11 Dreg8..coreresnveemsmseonron o] 2,651 | 2,651 | 5,74 | 1,268 | 887 12,691 989 19 o | "m0 | 963 | “sos |19 | 104 | = = | oe0s
12| Food preparation .| 523 698(1,04| ‘259) 184|2,608| 204 13 n a8 2l el S| = o -
Logomo- 18 Railway servanta..........| 364| 864\ G60| 128} 88 13781 270 14 — | 82 | 11 | ce8 | 66 | — | — 931
tion 14| Road service....... .
tanta housen ........ * ' 6 “s
Oth 1 Poéxﬁeﬁldmrs, a.nd B'ﬂb- } 801 801 601 140 105 1 1,448 118 1 —_ —— — 51 1,160 237 -_ _ 1,
or OIRIS ovvntescrisensenons 17 - 8 18 54 7| — - - 155
wages ) 1T Beamen ..rmrererersiereressreni BB 85 58 14 12| 166| 012 18 — o1 196 295 | 1,461 s — - 9 446
18 Other esrners .| 568§ G68! 902 3101 108 (2,446| 192 s
Mang- 19 Home in g ustries (not em. } oe1l ssrlaimai so7] s41|e083| s90 19 9 860 851 893 | 2,000 | 1,060 9 - 4,982
faotar. | o PIOTINE) wrcconisiensn. | . 20 - 27 9 | 6 | 366 | 2843 | 1170 9 | 8988
ere,&a.20] §; emp yers corrmmnennennnd]  TEO 750[1,786] 418] 200 |8,088 8‘12 2 - il o _ - i 308 133 il
FUTargs ., coosesoen| 75| 75| 815] 50 26| 441f 035 o 69 | 1oes | 1108 | a1 | oes wl X il BPR T
Dealera 22} Street sellers, &0, ............ 31| e81|1,7401 4os]| 290(4,200} 822 2 pi w | "o | 163 | <7 | oo i = | boor
23] Genernl dealers ..vecrnn.n| 226 226| 459 107] 79| 1,097| 0-88 2 - 5t 93 92 | 1,895 | 1,183 93 - 8567
24 8mall ghops ........ PPN 787 ] 7587|1488 348] 257 3 567 280 28 86 756 06 10 0 628
%] Lorge ., (employing 1) sia| s13|1,008] w10 176 |2630] 208 2 . N T B B L 31 o
......... T , _— — — _
Retresh. 26/ Coffeo an boarding houses | 77| 77| 154 36| 27} 870} 020 et - | = ] sl o | el Sl | 90
menta 27| Licenged houset ......cnuuven.| 1871 187 891 g1 65; 921] 072 38 — _ 17 117 030 | 1,270 91 o 2,836
8alaried 28 Clerks and agents ...........] 480] 489| 9581 4924} 170|2,826 1:82 2 _ _ 8 17 79 274 162 - 540
&o. 29| Bubordinate professional .. 113| 113 29s] &2 9| 50| o042 30 - - | T ! i 5 e et
80 Professional ..cvuureess vwesenad] 1TF 117] 229| B8] 41| 667( O-4d a1 - 264 26 17 28 s o il 861
No work 81| Ill and no oooupation.........] T4]| 74| 163| 85] 26 861 048 9 - = it il @ 7 2 - 9
82 Independent....c.ccsmnerorenens| 21 21 24 6 7 7 006
Total of| male heads of families ......!23,200
BE 19 | 1,582 580 806 160 5 — —_ 2,811
Females, 33 Semi-domestio employment | 707| — {1,228] 288] — 2811/ 141 84 - B0 | 268 [ er7 | 188 | — | — — | 1048
B4/ Drosn.,...oeomremrsscrsasasemarendf 8891 — 568 181)] -— 1 48| 082 85 a5 5EB 188 263 172 38 _ - 1226
85| Bmall trades....ccccvinnreninnns] 0B — 663) 1ls6] — 1 228 066 88 - et - 24 33 sl ey — 66
86 Employing & professional..., 57| — | 8ol 20| — | '168| o018 a - 5 2 | ws | 160 3 - 455
ol Bopportad..civeersiseismasinnnsd 1383 — 188 ] — 865 020 86 - — - 4 49 & 40 T 106
88 Inﬁendont..................... 48] — 51 13 - 06| ©08 2 .
L
Total of | female*hends of temilies ...| 1,797 8 L9t | 8500
89| Other adult wom6Dumernns] — | — | — | — | — [8700| 680 P | 104 jLem0 jLuo L, S5 | 0 | wo ] sm
Total......| 1,460 {20,408 [16,005 |18,26 {50,898 14,452 | 3,775 | 1607 |127.641
Total ..eesioanns|25y 09'"93 200} 50,874/11,068 | 8,184 [127641(100:00 Per cent. | 1-1 1257 | 1487 89 86 | 1189 28 1 1 ﬁ
Inmates of Institntions ......| — — | = | = |[a85 — 7 | 1580 g )
Total population oceeiree) — | ~— | — | —_ ] ~ [180000f — e -






X.~Tabls of Sections ond Olasses. WHITECHAPEL,
Divided into Olssses nocording to Means and Position of Heads of Families,

Divided into Bestions according to Charaoter of Employment of Hesds of Families.

Morecr less Dependent, On- Yery Poor. Poar. Comfortable. Well-to-de.
Heady married ection. A B o D E. 'y . J:3
™ v Famuiies.| wives. Cuideen ge}':ggq over 20 “‘m" ’ Towest | Camunl |1 3&“.13:3 Hpigi%’ Lower | U o
- | 15—%0. wm'::er . Class. | Bsrnings. E:l:ﬁ:?: m Earnlngs. | Work. | Middle. M,
Marrisd Men.
Labour... 1 Lowest claas, loafers, &o....| 09| 403 | 130 852 795 (2,008 | 285 g 2,008 | — o | = — = - - 2,008
9! Casual dny-to-day labour...] 500§ 493 | 825 238 798 | 5,029 [ 413 F - 9-333 L1108 — o6 - - - 3»299
a Trregalar Iabour  .....e| 295 201 | a4 | 158 174 | 1,482 | 199 : - go ' 1817 - - - 1,462
4| Rogrular work, low pa.y... o 401 | 896 | 678 197 286 | 1,807 | 259 F - = | o | 526 - - - 1,907
5 v 1,272 |1.268 | 2,877 | 689 749 (6,343 | 863 - - - ' ) - - - 6,343
6 F;’:r‘g““ and ““P“"f_‘b 15§ 114 214! 70 68| o1l o83 6 - — - - 8z | &1 | — — 811
Artiseng... 7| Building trades v....ooecrs| 258 | 285 { 511 | 140 158 1,326 1-90 7 - 58 | 146 | 365 { 809 63 | — - 1,826
8| Furniture, woodwork, &s, | 864 | 868 708 | 206 218 | 1,858 | 253 g 9 180 1gg ‘;15 Légg' gg — — 1,858
Machinery and metals ......| 185] 183 | 827| 95| 109 | 'so0| 1-28 5 o | 3 a0 | son | 1408 | 7e ! — - 839
10} Sundry artisans.............| 618 ] 608 | 1,120 | 827 862 | 3,085 | 415 ¥ H 997 0290 | sooe | gaio b - - 13’030
11] Dross “vveriririvermeenanreenrd 2,697 12,556 | 5,221 11,507 | 1,895 (18,408 | 1828 13 p 24 |3 S - — 8,406
18| Food preparstwn vveeeeen| 018§ 004 | 17940 | ‘564 540 | 4,881 661 881 - »01 ’gﬁ A e R — 4,801
Locomo- 28| Railway service .. ol 307) 08 ] it | 49 63 498 088 %2 - 17 o 127 . a1 = - 498
tion 14| Road service ....... 127) 126 268| 78 T5 | 54| 190 - 2 7 59 - - 654
17 Boamen ....ocoveemrennnnee] 27| 26 48| 14 15| 180 o1s i; - 15 %3 o ;gg A - - §3°
18| Other wage earpers .. WBf 75| 145 42 44| 883 052 - - - 2
M:.‘:_:"g 19| Homwe ";‘;‘;5‘“"” _‘“_‘ff 208 | 236 | 47| 188| 140 [n,227] 166 19 - 53 { 866 | - 808 | — -~ — | v
310 8mall employers ... %g seg 1,889 433 % "=213 ggi g? - - - 87 744 | 2,984 333 ii% 3’213
o . . . 10 148 - - = - Py -~

Dealory 92| Street, sallers, &o. ..... 5231 516 | 1,048 [ 301 488 | 2,858 | 887 gg [ 2;‘,"; g - WL 633 w | = g»gg‘;
28| General deslets .. . 577| 589 | 1,163 | 538 337 | 9,984 | 405 2 A & 52 oA o son - 298

24| Bmall Ehops . 637 630 | 1,157 | 836 373 | 8,183 | 4-23 ) - ,

25 I-arge“m:l;:gs. employing)| a5 | sas | 60| soo| 206 1,791 | 245 a8 - - - - o | 530 | 20 | sav 1,701
Rofresh- 96| Cofteo and bo;rdi;ag housss| 96| 94| 189 ] 54 57 | 498| 067 26 . - - 5 LR B s
menta 97| Licensed houses .v.vnre] 168 | 1541 2651 78 91 | 742| 102 7 — - = 2 sto | e | %o 43 L b
Baleried, 28] Clerks and agents ...........] 266 | 262 614! 149 156 | 1,848 | 1-84 28 - 27 5 o i 163 +346
&o. 29| Bubordinate professional...] 82| &1! 178, &8 48 | 487 059 39 - 8 T g“ 153 }3;

30| Profesgionsl .c.ovvevenerne] 37| 87 871 20 21| 182 0% 3(1) — - e s e g § 2
No work 81| IIl and no ocupation ...... 93| 91{ 1s8[ 48 54| 442 060 P - 361 A H - -
92| Independent «o.cevrvirnerne] 14| M4 9| 2 8| 47| 008 = - - — 1 | - 4
Total of| male heada of families......[{12,550)|
Females. -
85 Gomni- -domestio employmenty 8611 — | 58 123 = |bie %ﬁ gg ! 834 | 830 | M) M — i B
83 Sual o é::::::{::.::::: : w2 ) | @l = || gm s | s s oms ooy Tey oo =] e
: 9, an CRHIOTIA f —_ —_— . - T -
37 Hu porm:ig e mr | — 98| 49| — 826 | 044 gg - 48 80 120 133 - - | = 3%3
epandent vereeraserrrenrene] 25 | — Ml 1w0| — é9| 009 - - - - 7 5 -
"Tote1 off famnle heads of families ...| (819 :
e s o es - B L )~ lease| ses 89 198 | s51 | oss | 2,07 | 2065 | ees | evr | me | 6109
: Total ....| 3,489 | 6,566 | 7,843 {11,080 |s1,8a5 | u277 |} 8,256 |'1,334 | 73,518
Tarmtes of Tnstieiinys | 1300 12576 26,186 | T,6121 8,776 BAISN0000  porcant...| 888 | Be3 | 1067 | 1683 | 4bay | 1iar | 489 § lex | 20600
Total popnlstfon.........] — o — — —  [75,90%







XI.—Table of Sections and Classes.

8T1. GEORGR’S-IN-THE-EAST.

Divided into Bections sosording to Charsoter of Employment of Heads of Families.

Divided into Olassss aooording to Means and Position of Haads of Familios.

More or lass Dapendant. Un- Yary Paor. Voor. Oomfortatle. Well-to-do.
Eiaas Malen
Inn. . of Par- A B . B G. H.
C Desaription Pahica. Ohjldmn'mg o\rerd!) Total. centaga. Eection Ondin Total,
-1 |15 ﬁ‘wm';l pi Lowest | Cnsual § Irvegnlar “ﬁ“ Stand Lnwer Ulsrr
— - Ciasa, | Earnlngs.| Earnings, | Minimom. fegmings. Middle. | Middle.
Males.
Labour,,, 1 Lowest class, loafers, &e....] 181 64 87 86 | 599 | 126 1 599 —_ -— - —_ — —_ Y
3| Casunl day-to-daylabour...| 921 1,447 | 8565 851 14,305 ! 903 3 — 4,226 -— -— — — — 4,205
8| Irregular labour.....vsvures 591 1,071 | e8| 282 12,801 | 589 $ - 182 — 1.4 — — — | 2801
Regular work, low pay ..  T11 L1911 | 296 820 |8,220 | 678 4 _— 10 8,219 —_ -— — — 3,929
n ordinary }m 1,328 2,485 | 618 643 6,396 18-44 B -— 1B 261 | 6,102 — — — 6,396
8| Foremen and responsible } 303 697 | 147| 144 [1,493 | 814 6 - - — 70 - - | 1,402
Artisann 7 Building traden ......e.......| 244 45 | 111 117 {1,161 | 944 7 - 57 172 132 88 - - | 1,101
B I'"urmture, woodwmk, [ . 800 624 ) 129 142 11,8056 | 294 8 10 7% 141 921 888 — -_— 1,395
198 848 84 94 922 | 194 ] — 88 47 182 508 —_ —_ 922
421 739 | 182 200 (1,008 | 413 10 20 84 130 442 1,147 -_— —_ 1,963
- 928 1,751 | 484 441 (4,482 | 948 11 18 860 849 1,621 1,204 _— — 4,432
12| Food prap&mhon 421 840 | 200 200 2 091 | 4-39 12 — 80 209 509 1,168 —_— — 2,091
Locomo- 13} Railway servants 64 129 a3 30 820 | 067 18 -— —_ B0 260 - - 320
tion 14 Road serviee 48 88 21 23 228 | 0-48 14 - —_ 19 19 142 — — 298
169 500 74 80 792 | 166 15 —_— 48 19 160 495 —_— —_ 792
70 1256 81 3B 329 | 06y 16 — —_ —_ 829 - — 859
296 825 79 108 964 ; 203 17 - 26 112 834 499 —_ —_ 964
139 215 64 67 614 ; 128 18 18 46 &4 214 258 —_ — 614
183 868 88 87 899 | 190 10 — 10 169 208 824 —_— — B99
ard,&e. 2 smployera 258 570 | 140 124 1,350 | 2-88 20 —_ — —_ 2 824 178 —_ 1,350
21 19 45 11 10 104 | 0-22 21 —_ — - — - 73 81 104
Dealere 22| Btreet sellers &e. . i 198 B&0 g8 95 829 | 195 22 —_— 228 B8O 121 196 —_ -—_ 929
Goneral dealara 78 156 89 87 gas | 083 23 —_ 11 80 49 229 — — 388
24| Bmall sll;ops l 866 740 | 182 176 (1,820 ) 3-84 24 —_ 9 _ 230 1,089 1 —_ 1,829
25( Large shopa emp oy‘mg . — _
Bt 26 Coﬂ“m::;n; dms . 85 165 40 10 415 | 087 26 — 50 207 — £16
- a8 0AL: .
ments BOTIHER «rvvsmrseereen. B8 4 13 18 161 | 084 28 — — 9 126 9 — 161
27| Licensad hausea 132 223 o8 a8 606 | 1-27 27 —_— -_— 9 565 850 48 606
Balaried, 28! (lerks and agants eenvesensnes] 163 296 2 78 773 | 1+62 28 - 10 29 7 286 87 — e
&o,  29] Bubordinate professwnsl 44 103 36 21 237 | O-50 29 —_ - 43 22 &3 54 22 37
Professional ......cccvemnainen 7 11 2 4 81| 008 80 —_ — — —_ 8 15 a1
No work 31| Ill and no oconpation ...... d0 81 15 19 175 | 037 81 — n 26 62 a6 — - 176
82, Independent .............ouen. 10 11 2 ] 88 | 008 —_ — — 15 15 — 88
Total of | male heads of families .....| (8,884)
Females.
88} femi.domentic employments 888 | - 647 | 185 — 1,070 | 223 83 —_— 511 19 253 87 — — -— 1,070
Dros .ovviecrincissnncrisnsinns 204 _— 281 68 — (53 117 B4 — 181 14¢ 175 101 —_— —_— — #6568
85 Bmall traded ...ovivvviiinirnns 128 —_— 153 48 — 369 | 078 Bb & 150 64 118 82 b —_— -— 869
38 Employing snd prolesmonnl 15 | — 17 ¢ — 86 ( 008 % _ — 4 23 8 4] - 86
87| Bupported .....cceeininneanns 56 — Tl 18 — 144 | 0+30 BT —_— 10 14 81 89 - - — 144
ndant voevenis vin 2 — -1 2 -_— 91 002 | — —_ — - - — ,9
Total of | female heads of families ...[| (792) | — — - - _— | —
89| Other ?dultwomen P —_ — - - |B,890 | 715 B9 48 510 429 e1a | 1,908 sgo k(] 8 | 8890
Total..covecsesrmmarininnsf 9,676 16,941 | 4,251 | 4,486 [47,578(100-00 Total......] 718 |7,191 5046 | 9,801 118,146 | 5,000 | 1,088 112 47,578
Inmates of Institutfons ...; — — - — 1,108 Per cent....] 161 |[15-12 1949 | 1074 | 88709 | 10-863 29 024 100
Total popualstion,......os| — —_— — - 48,680

L






XII.-Table of Sections nnd Olassee. Srueney,

Divided into Sestions seocording 1o Charaecter of Employment of Heada of Families, Divided into Classes nooording to Means and Position of Heads of Families.
Maore or 1eas Tependent. U_n{-ed Yeory Poor, FPoor, Oamfortabls. Well-to-do.
Heads i
Becticn mﬂm ot | . Men Per. E. 3 X
| Wives | dren [Poreons over 20 T8l | oeutage. Bectome 3 Lowest | Cosaal | zeregutar | Roputar Qratnary | mgniy L hee Upper Total.
-13, Mpnwm. Class, | Earningw. ngs. | Ml . Eamings. ork.] Middle, | M
Married Men.
Labour...... 1| Loweat olass, loafers, &o. ...] 198 ) 188! 108 | 87| 396 | 62| 191 1 759 — — — - - - - 752
9{ Casual day-to-day labour ...|1,450 [1,480 |2,550 | €56 | 681 6,766 | 10-90 3 — | 8,548 210 - — — — — 0,756
a Irregular INDOUT wvevssuneeeen..| 480 | 480 | 'BO1 | 208 | 208 (2,072 “s34 8 - 878 | 1,486 - 268 — - - 2,072
negulu work, lmvpay woens| 622 ) 622 (1,105 [ 288 | 298 (2,928] 471 4 —_ 160 - | 8,709 — - — — 2,928
1,846 [1,846 (37655 | 940 | 877 {9,184 | 1478 5 - 88 | — [ 21s4 | 6097 -— - — 9,164
"""mw“: ““'1““?"”‘”} 620 | 620 |1,202 | soo| 295 (8046 | am2 8 — - -1 = @ [8000 ] — | — ] 80
Artizans ... 7| Building tradee e....oee 510 | 519 (1,048 207 [ 250 (2,698 ] 448 7 9 178 129 864 | 1,811 819 — - 2,598
8) Furniture, wood work, &e....] 681 | 681 |1,318 ) 838 | 823 |8,841} 589 9 8 168 184 468 | 2,272 800 - - 5,841
8! Machinery and metals .....] 751 ] 7561 (1,440 869 | B57 (3368 | 590 9 9 174 73 477 | 2842 293 — — B.668
10} SBundry aTtisaBE suieeerersenss| #58 1 466 | 854 | 219 | 217 |2,202 g54 - 10 — 76 195 195 | 1,021 716 —_— - %,202
11} Dregsoeeccsnecerseasscnmerennenns| 1704 1701 800 | 77} 81| 798| 129 i @ 137 16 160 867 120 - - 798
18] Food proparstion cewew..| 244 | 244 | 479 | 191 | 116 (1,204 | 154 12 9 - 290 861 — - — 1,204
Locomo- 18] Railway servants......c..enns] 67 ) 871 126| 82| 82| 823 | 0452 13 — 4 -— 7 125 177 - - 823
tion ... 14| Road Berviot..suececeennenss] 81 BL) 167 | 48| 89| 411 068 14 - 86 4 | 28 7y - - 411
Assistants 16| Shops and refreshment 197 197 a4 | wo| o4 ®33| 190 15 - 28 10 99 | es0 | 120 | — — 932
Otber 16 P°"g§5 m“’lf‘ff‘:_:’_“‘ ’“"E 924 | 224 | 422 | 108 108 {1084 | 174 16 - 2l — | w0} — | — | — | L08
17] BeBIeD vsresniserssinssenerand BTG | 875 | 6281 161% 278 |1,717 | a7 17 - 43 200 — ] LA - - LT17
18{ Other Wag6 GArNerS....riveinse| BT 97| 183 42 40 1 445 073 18 —_ 11 26 26 806 76 — —_ 445
e | aronoey ioa (not en- 1 196 | 196 | 40 | 104] 4] 04| 160 19 - n|osm| - | o] - | - | - 994
20f Bmall eraployers ..cceierennns] 387 | 987 | 516 | 1814 112 {1,227 198 20 - - - 172 123 540 204 98 | 1,227
21 Large o] 48] 49| 95| 24f 98| 240} o0-29 21 - — - —_ - — 160 80 240
Dealers ... 22} Btreet sellers, &o. »..........| 162| 182 | 248 | 83| 86| 881 142 22 27 131 215 121 868 19 - — 881
23| Genorel dealers uiceeeenne] 74| 74| 187 | 3353 85| 855| 057 23 - 4 89 48 18 66 — - 855
24| Brnall BhoPR e vrereneerereenenee] 853 | 863 | 804 | 177 167 1,742 290 L - - 14 87 788 627 228 — 1,743
25 Large "t‘:nl’:s}(“mpl"{f'_{%_ 62 | 262 | e58 | 11} 124 |138) o 25 -l -1-=-1 - 18 | ses | a4 | 396 | L34z
Befresh- Coffee and boardmg houses 90] 90; 158 | 40| 48| 421| o068 26 - - - - 42 | 126 | 288 | -— 421
ments 27 Licensed housea ...cveeeens| 174 | 1747 2831 78| 82| 786 128 a - - - - 15 86 481 204 796
Salaried, 98| Olerks and sgents ...........| 450 | 460 | s03 | 206§ 218 {2,192 | s-49 8 - a1 — 191 81 664 | i 127 ¢ 3,122
&a. 29| Subordinate professional ...\ 174 | 174 | 82z | 83| 82| ess| 134 79 — 16 17 H 813 298 112 16 815
90| Profossionsl vuvecvvernanienss] 83 831 168| 42] 89| 408 068 80 - - - - — 8 40 356 408
Ko work... 81| Il and no occopation........| 87] 87{ es{ 17| 18| 177| o028 a1 - T o 52 7 - - - 177
89| Independentocceiimrnneef 93| 83] 40| 10| 15| 120 o1 83 - - - - 69 1 6 | — 139
Total of | male heads of familien ......[11,384
Femaler. 88 s | sox | ma | 2| 90 P
Bemi-domestio employment 850 — | 401 128 — | 967! 156 - - -
B4 DIOBB...veecmvresrrsrrrrenvinenrns| 198 — | 288 | 78] — | 8586] 000 B4 - 182 154 114 -_ - - 555
85| Bmall trades...,.c.cooorrrrerrrs| 1361 — | 190 | 49| ~ | 864| 050 85 b 02 id 68 1 137 51 — — 864
B6} Employing and professionall 18] — { 12§ 5| - | 87| o006 88 - -~ - 4 8 & § 1 — 87
87| Supported... ceernserserersonns) 101 | o~ | 146| s7f — | 286 | o048 87 - b7 10 86 [ W1 — - - 284
In LY YT PIFTTPTPTT | 35 e 7‘ 19 — 123 0'21 ’B - - - 10 5’ 10 56 - 128
Total of | farnale heads of families...... '
' 89| Other adult WomeR...our,vrec i - =) =] — [4828]| 746 L 67 29 964 éal | 1,919 688 us 05 1 4828
Total .........12,206§11, ] Totale.. 801 | 9,796 § 8,789 | 9,157 |26,748 | 8,546 ] 9,769 | 1,962 | 62,063
Tntaten of Ins gL (19,208,884 23,495 8,828 | 6,67 (28| 10000 peroemt, | 145 | 1578 | 610 | 1476 | 4i4s | 1878 | 448 | 319 | 10000
Total population .....J — — — -— — 162,730
7 [







XIIY.—Table of Sections and Classce. Mrix Exp Oup Towy.

Divided into Seotions acoording to Oharaster of Employment of Heads of Families.

Divided into Classes aocording to Means and Pogition of Heads of Familiea.

More or lews dependent. | 1, Vety Poor. Paor. Comfortable. Wall-to-do.
Heads maarried T
Ractics Dascrlptd of T M Totul, | Per Section. A B G D, i P - 3 H Total
Familics.| Wives, —18, '1:%0’;:,,% Wiﬁ‘#:;: o Lowsat | Camal nlar g‘hnd:g KPigihl.{’ Lower | U
Claas. ['mm m.lmp Work., | Middle, Kﬁl\'ﬁ:.
Married Men
Lebour... 1| Lowest olass, loaters, &o....; 224 | 234 761 104 911 716 | 066 1 716 — —_ — - - - - 718
2) Casusl day-to-dsy labour...| 678 | 673 1,216 ] 302 850 |8,213] 201 2 — | 8,118 100 - —_ —_ - — 3,213
Irregular labour ....ooeos| 492 ] 403 974 240 200 | 2,898 | 318 8 - 676 | 1,638 — 200 - - — 4,398
4| Regular work, low psy ...... 6as | 833 [ 1,188 | 204 279 [ 8,132 2-84 4 - i8 — | 8,087 — — - —_ 8,132
5 " i ary pey| 2,886 2,886 | 8,418 |1,845 ] 1,171 [18,706(1343 5 — 64 — | 9,608 11,144 — - ~ | 18,708
| Yoremon and romponsiblo} | sss | ass | 1087 | s8] 237|268 25 8 -1 =] -1 - 86 J3c0 | — | — | 0
Avtisany... 7 Building trades eeceeenerer] 1,290 11,200 | 9,445 | 604 528 6,152 557 7 9 260 492 788 | 4,245 808 — — 8,152
Purniture, wood-work, &o, | 1,186 J1,166 [ 2,851 | 682 474 | 5,759 | 520 8 9 278 344 748 | 8,960 402 _— -— 5,789
9{ Machinery and metalg ......| 819 ] 819 | 1,585 | 894 B32 | 8,940 | 858 9 9 109 142 ass | 2,848 558 — - 8,049
10{ Sundry artsans....o.eeene.| 1,248 11,243 | 2,826 | 574 504 | 5,890 | 583 10 9 148 416 417 | 3,600 | 2,508 — — 5,800
11 B eoreresrserimneneenenneese] 1,227 1,927 | 2,863 [ 583 498 | 5,806 | 584 11 - 89 58 | 1,207 | 8,834 - - 5,808
19 Food preparation ,...e...... 1,020 [1,020 [ 1,948 [ 482 418 [ 4,878 | 442 12 - 98 968 868 | 4,044 — - —_ 4,878
Locomo. 13| Reilway 662vice ..vrereeeeess 188 188 | 870 94 761 9186] 033 13 —_ 11 - 49 514 8432 — — 916
ti_on 14| Road servios ..ccveceeneen..] 878 | 578 759 | 188 158 | 1,864 ) 108 14 -— 62 108 975 1,262 150 _ —_ 1,854
Astistenis1s| Shopa end refreshment)| gq) | g31 | 1505 | ga6] a6 |8,049] 86s 15 - 76 86 | 205 |08 | 80 | -~ — ] 800
Other 1¢f Police, aoldiers, and sub- . -— —
wages offioials . e dd1] 441} 806} 200 180 ¢ 2,088 | 1-87 18 39 174 1 1,885 — — — 2,068
I7| Seamen .ouvvirsssreninninn.,y 327 1 827 543 | 134 183 (1,483% 182 17 — 28 124 - 1,811 —_ — —_ 1,468
18| Other wage earners ......... 8761 B75| G&B4 | 148 152 (1,632§ 1-49 18 81 69 6 | L1711 262 — - 1,633
Manutac. 19| Home o;i“n‘é“m”- 96| so6| sz 208| 160 [1,966( 178 19 — m { s | — |14an | — — | 1908
Small employers ... 648 | 648 | 1,471 | 286 262 | 3,395] 808 20 — - — 86 604 | 1,552 13 | 132 | 8,805
Large " s9F 89| 240 60 86 | s14] 047 21 — — — — - - 850 184 514
Deslers 24| Bireet sellers, &o. ... 17| 277 | 44| 138 113 (1,547 1-22 22 27 220 810 272 491 a7 — — 1,847
General dealers ..... o 498 | 498 | Lo95 | 272 201 (2,584 232 28 — 46 312 810 | 1,150 700 46 — 2,564
24( Small shOPE cororrorereweoo| 668 | 668 | 1,268 | 818 270 | 8,197( 289 24 - 32 — 126 { 2,390 480 169 — 3,187
Large shops eoploying)| 5131 611 | 1,006 | 260 | 207 |3,685) 320 35 S - - 56 | 783 | 714 | 983 | 9,886
Refresh- 28] Coffee and bosrding houses 46 48 109 28 19| 246] 023 26 —_ — - — 15 74 157 — 248
menta 97} Licensed houses ..........| 225 228 | 884 | 96 90 | 1,006 | o002 27 — — — — 20 178 539 284 | 1,016
Salaried, 28] Clerks and agents ... 1,262 [ 1,232 | 92,834 | 580 600 | 5,878 | 533 28 - 28 173 202 | 1,830 | 2,273 940 290 | 5878
&o. 29| Bubordinate professional B34 | B84 | 636 | 158 185 {1,697| 145 39 - 82 33 128 600 549 204 a2 1 1,897
80| Professional ...veevennes 191 121 256 &4 40 [ 611| @58 80 — — — — — 50 60 501 811
No work 81| Ill and no oeenpation 691 597 143| 83 24| 207 037 . 81 — 208 62 9 9 9 — — a8
32| Independent ............ 100] 101 138| B84 411 #13]| o8y 83 — - — -— 193 80 110 51 418
Total of| male heads of families......|(20,094)}
Females.
88| Bemi.domestic employment] 6511 — 086 | 244 — |L881] 141 83 & 567 14 510 285 - — -_ 1,881
84| Dregs .covvicvninsncncciciicinnns| 484 | — 706 | 178 — 1,367 1-24 B4 -— 871 806 887 303 —_ — - L 1,887
35| Braell trades veecivennren,| 184 f — 281 6] — 518 | (46 35 5 99 76 77 248 10 - — 518
88 Employlt;t:igandprolessional 681 — 12| 28| — 195} 018 36 — — — 80 40 a3 83 - 196
87| Supported ...ccveeccreriinenns| HB | 18| 6] — 418 0-88 87 - 42 15 68 301 — — — 418
. 88 688 wevversrrrenerrnns) 0B ] — 160 88 -_— 98| 037 83 - - — 10 110 85 188 — - W
. e .
Total off female heads of families ...| (1,628)
B¥ Other adult women ervmveresl -— _— -_ — 19,802 8407 89 78 615 601 | 1,258 6,12§ 1,486 453 88 9,003
Total.........| 31,850 | 20,034 40,489 [10,127] 8,199 |120921[100-00 Total .....] 667 | 7,531 | 6,668 |18,054 |57,414 (16,450 | 4,914 | 2,648 |110,881
| Intnten of Institations .. = -— -_— — -_— 2,008 — Percent... 079 682 803 | 12:65 | 63°04 | 1481 48 240 10000
o Total population.........{ — o —_ — -— i







XIV.—Table of Sections and Classes. Porram.

Divided into Bestione sccording to Cheracter of Employment of Heada of Families, Divided into Classes acoording to Means and Position of Heads of Families.
Mors or loay dependent, |y, Very Poor. Poor, Comfortable. Well-to-do.
Heads married
e T e s e = N T PR - N
—15. | 1820, |and Wi owent | Coamal | Im i Sy | BEWY | Zower Ipper
dowers. . mings. .| Eamnings.| Work. Middis. | M1 .
Married Men,
Labout...... J| Lowest olass, loaters, &e. ...] 488] 425 83| 2s4| 803| 1,683 | 092 1 1,593 _ — -— —_ — -— — 1,638
2i Cagual dlf‘to -day labour ...} 2,706 ] 2,652 | 5,815 | 1,184 | 1,019 13,8756 | 7-74 2 — 12,476 400 — — —_ _ -_— 12,875
weternieeenns] 952] 988 [1,876| 418| 859| 4,888 | 278 8 — | 1,180 | 2,828 - 585 | — - - 4,588
4| Regniar wozk, low pay verers] 3,647 | 2,792 | 5,445 | 1,314 | 1,073 | 13,870 | 8-03 4 - 191 — 18,179 - — - — ] 18870
ary 3,421 | 3,355 | 6,931 | 1,645 | 1,288 | 18,528 | 992 8 - 151 — | 9,662 {13,835 - - — | 18538
”"’;"g‘“““mml‘*i 1,307 | 1,272 3,678 | 4| ¢ss! 6,817 530 8 - - - - 68 | 692 | — — | sa7
Artieads ... T) Building trades ...uoveeeeneeend 3,587 | 2,487 | 5,204 | 1,180 066 12,454 | 7-48 7 26 | 1,014 1 1,068 3 1,050 ] 7,664 834 —_ —_ 12,454
8l Furnitore, wood-work, &o...| 9,024 | 1,985 [ 4,385 968| 762! 10,073 | 6-08 8 17 818 766 | 1,700 | 6,111 875 — — | 100m
9| Machinery and metals ......| 2,908 | 2851 | 5938 | 1,829 {1,095 | 14,109 | 843 9 9 458 788 | 1,452 {10384 | 1125 | — — 14100
10| Bundry aTLisBDE wererwensmenses 1,349 1,923!2804] 625| 503| 6,009 | 897 10 f 237 445 445 8,284 2,189 —_ —_ 6,609
11| Dress. e recrrseeeruemrmineeeny 7791 764 | 1,617{ 880| 294! 8814 | 229 y}h 9 841 624 624 | 1,773 443 - —_ 3,814
12| Food preparstion....me...| 505 495|025 209| 190| 2,444 | 147 12 - 108 188 136 | 1,064 | — — — 9,444
Locomo. 13| Railway aecviee woveseenn| 7631 748 1,6001 B67| 288{ 4,766 | 220 13 —_ 408 — 680 § 1,517 | 2,118 _— — 8,758
tion 14} Road 6arvite. e iasinaneeners|  289| 284 | 566[ 125| i08) 1,863 083 14 — 73 15 205 789 90 | — — 1,362
Assistants 16) Shops end refreshment 1) o5} g19)1.067( 98] 235 6,028 | 142 15 - 84 18| 128 {2808 | 00 | — — | 30
0‘:’;;“ 18) Bolice, soldiors, and sub- 11 g13] 5o {1,904 208 220 8,000 | 181 16 — 4| — | wrfame} — | - | — | 300
17 Seaman................ .. 88| 486! B724 ) 844 17 - 159 a0 | — | 5285 - — - 5,724
ot ig 0 o eame{rs..t... weened 470 470} 678| 152] 180| 1,969 | 118 18 - 55 47 48 { 1,809 - — - 1,950
AUUIac- ome i nok e - " . =
e | T s } 54| 847| 727| 168 133) 1784 | 108 19 13 | wo | — e | — — 1,794
20 Sm;l?lemploym . 427 41¢| 9457 211 160| 4,162 | 1-30 20 — — — _— 454 975 597 136 2,162
21| L, g3 e2| 172} 9| B1| 407 | 025 an — — — — — —_ 270 187 407
Dealers ... 22 Street sellers, &c. o69| 954 s42! 121| 98| 13,2741 077 22 27 180 | 243 910 578 36 | — — 1,974
23| Genersl dealers .| 1831 1s0| s40f 78| 69] 8591 062 23 — 2 175 95 846 209 8| — 859
24! Bmall ShOPE crvesearerreeeannnens| 1,050 {1,080 | 1,721 | 883| 899| 4,601 | 276 24 — b4 27 409 { 2,145 | 1,398 568 - 4,801
25 L‘:f;g;i‘;’;’.__"f‘“f”"mﬂ 469] 460|1,002| 238| 176 2,980 | 148 25 - -1 -1 - 53 | 720 | 670 | 93 | 2,880
Rofresh- 26| Coffee and boarding houses] 121| 118| 84| s2| 48| 572 034 26 — - - 12 40 234 a6 | — 572
ments 27| Licensed houser ...ccvevernens| 218 216| 523 117 82| 1,155 | 069 29 - — — — dd 191 596 825 1,165
Balaried, 28| Clerks and agents . 1,411 1,383 (2,850 681{ &81| 6,786 408 28 - 75 163 611 | 2,864 | 1,832 | 1,018 233 | 6,786
&. 29| Bubordinate professional ...| 583§ 72| 1176} 269| 20| 2.818 | 19 ag — 8 56 250 | 1,048 955 892 s6 | 9,818
80| Professional .oveveervrereenneen 230) 926§ 486] 108| 87 1,138 | 0-68 80 — — — - — 88 110 940 | 1138
o work 81| Ill and no oecupation J 1s4| 151 s8] 70| 9] 747 | 0.48 81 - 520 157 28 26 18 - — 7
52 In ) | JR, 109] 106| 179 84 40 463 | 028 83 - — —_ - 212 102 124 4 403
Total of | male heads of familien ......|(31474)
Peniales,
33{ Semi-domestio employment | 1,L030] = |L552]| B46| == 3,928 | 178 88 10 | 1,074 523 885 687 - — _— 2,928
B4] Drees ..ovreereneiirenseniaenrs) 880 — | 522 117} — 989 | 059 B4 - 306 107 | 942 24 )~ _ - 989
B ﬁmﬂlh‘sdu ................. 814 — 505 | 1181 ~ 932 | 0-68 85 5 288 167 168 204 15 _— — 984
Em and professlon&l 5] - 04 g - 170 | 0-10 86 — —_ — 24 87 61 48 —_— 170
8 vinsssisssnrassnsessnns]  S13J 829 Ty — 616 | 087 87 —_ % 10 88 493 - —_ - 1 AR
A tu“uunnucuuu. 134 — 191 ‘3 — m 0'2‘ 83 — — — 15 180 50 173 —— m
Total of | femals heads of families......[(2,126) )
89 Other adali women...eoivivrnsf - — -— — 9,784 | 588 89 103 | 1,281 815 | 1,804 | 4,413 | 1,810 805 174 9,764
Total......[53,60030,866 65,833 | 14,791}12,020| 160,805 |100-00 Total......| 1,768 |91,460 J10,855 |27,1588 [75,966 198,293 | 5,164 | 2,958 ]188,098
Inmates of Institutions ......| — —_— - — -— 2,838 Peroent...] 106 | 1280 633 | 1081 | 45493 | 1540 811 177 110000
< Total population ,......d] — | — | — | — | — 1169281 - '







- XV .~~Tabls of Sections and Olassss. Haoxwer,

Divided into Sestions according to Character of Braployment of Heads of Families, Divided into Classes according to Means and Position of Hesds of Femilies.

More or less Dependeu!_—F Tn- t Vary Foor. Foor. Comfortable. Wall-to-do,
Headn Malea & B. a D. E. P, a, H. .
@, Description. of Fami{ wipsy. [ THil- {YW’IE over 20| Total. | Petosutage. Beotlon. o Highly Total
Lien. dren |Persohiland Wi Lowesh | Oasual | I Loy U
- —16 |16—30 Jaowers. gl Pl i i W e m%i;‘ﬁ wpl:,i'r%_ Middls, | Mite,
Males, )
Labour..., 1} Lowest olaan, loafers, &o. ...0 874 | 874 | 1581 102 [ 162 {1,260 0-69 1 1,260 - — - - — — -_ 1,260
Casual da ?;:a.aay labour ...| 624) 624 12,833 [ 312 ) 271 /8,163 178 4 - 46 17 -— - - - - 8,163
8! Trrogular werveanenseen| 498 ) 498 {1,087 | 258 ) 917 19,665 140 8 —_ 1,686 -— (i -_ — — 2,565
Regular work, low pay ... 1002 1,00% {2,028 | 501} 485 |5,068) 277 4 - L - | 4,569 59 - - - &,063
erdinary pay | 1,639 |1,620 [8;245 | 764} 706 |7,076| 436 & - 8 - 758 | 7,100 115 — - 7,976
8 F:":,‘;“’f_f:i_’f‘?"““"ﬂi_} s | sut{ es4 | 153 ) 185 [1,564| 088 s -1 -1 -1 - 1 (158 | — | — | 1,504
Artigany 7| Building trades  ..,oeosenrn| 2,598 [2,698 {5,508 (1,918 |1,124 |13,226] 723 7 43 | 1,618 ] 2,066 700 | 8,670 | 2,235 - — | 18,928
: BlFammm. woodwork, &o. ... 1,517 1,617 (5,225 | 769 | 658 [ 7,676 | 430 8 8 ad 890 668 | 4,279 958 - — 7,676
O Machinery and metals .....] 620 | 620 (1,448 | 840 | 268 |8,2061 1:80 ? 18 240 107 206 | 1,828 — - 5,396
a. Printing........ 718 | 178 |1)598 | 874 | 885 {8,853 | 311 Al - 50 09 1,68 | 1,914 - - 8,863
5. Watches, mstruments. o.| 431 | 431 ‘922 | 215} 186 |a,085| 1191 .| @ 9 186 48 154 802 | 1,041 - - 2,185
104 [ o, Furs and leather ... 206 906 ) 669 | 155} 128 |1,587| 084} wye] — 182 148 183 825 200 — - 1,537
D. Bilk weaving ....ccccernan 7 i 15 4 8 35| 002 % D} - - - 18 18 — - — 36
& Sundry artisans ..........| 632 | 622 (1,903 | so2] a74 s8] 171 E 17 268 257 éal | 1,800 878 - - 8,133
11/ DYOSS cvvreserensancsinennnnanene 1,696 11,896 (3,607 | 826 | 788 8,461 ( 463 1t — 11,280 | 1467 | 1,130 | 8,904 700 — - 8,461
12| Food preparation..............| 858 | 858 | 41| 178 | 156 1,786 | 0-98 12 8 134 M 243 | 1,141 167 — — 1,786
Locomo- 13| Railway servants...............| 382 § 882 { 787 185 | 165 (1,901 1-04 13 8 15 - 208 | 1,078 583 — - 1,901
tion 14| Road service ... vy 5931 £92 |1,304 | 806 | 257 |8,061| 167 14 - 292 250 457 | 1,662 370 - - 8,051
Assis- 15| Shops and rtroshment 11y 015 |3 015 (5118 | 408 | w0 |s000] 378 1 — | 28| 126 | vs8 |euws | e | — | — | 501
O‘h‘ze, 1 P"lﬁi;ﬂff:‘f:f‘f{’_f‘}f;ﬂ a2 | asa| oar | 21| 108 {2202 124 16 - 8| oo | 84 1m0 | 40| — | — | 2202
17 Seamen viwsissieemsesened 62| B3{ 78| 18] 22| 202 e12 17 - 14 — 14 172 21 - — 223
18! Other wage earners ............| 7741 774 1,311 | 806 | 885 |8,500( 151 15 8 121 129 863 | 2,048 838 | — — 8,500
M!:l;?l;r- 19 H;Ilne ing) netries (uot em. } 850 { 850 {1,706 | 421 | 568 |4,205| 934 19 -] 615 480 898 [ 1,467 | 1,300 59 — 4,285
era, &¢. 2 Bm employers ... .| 828] 928 (1,888 | 448} 958 |4,845( 288 20 - @ 9 9 176 | 2,476 | 1,605 61 | 4,345
2| L wvvmsnnenss| 881 63 154 86] 27§ B4l 0419 ain - - - - — - 185 156 341
Dealers 32| Street sellors, &0................| 867 | 857 | 806 | 189 | 155 | 1,864} 102 il 44 507 544 1567 507 106 — - 1,864
23| General dealora .. J 172 179 | sve| 89| 76| 87| 049 23 17 63 69 52 250 865 7 — 887
24 Small chops ..ocsvsvenrrereenrensl 698 | 698 |1,864 | 819 | 800 (8,260 184 24 - 78 73 8090 | 1,277 | L515 122 — 8,340
25‘ Loerge ., (with sssistants)| 455 | 485 [1070 | 251§ 197 | 2,428} 13 a5 - — - - ¢ 797 | 1,515 107 | 2,428
RBelresh. 26] Coffee and boardinghonses...] 68 ) 63( 118 | 26] 28] 288| 016 28 - - - 25 84 134 25 - 2068
ments 27| Licensed houses eicveeerennd 961 0967 185 44| 41| 4631 025 i - — 16 — 57 123 194 73 462
Balarisd, 25| Clorks a1d Ggents ............|8,269 8,280 |6,492 [1,821 |1,418 [15,960| 873 28 - 208 190 820 | 2,880 | 7,500 ] 4,800 418 | 15,969
&0. 29! Bubordinate professionul ...| 420 | 420 | 863 | 204 | ‘182 |9,085| 1418 29 — 17 58 8 184 970 850 43 | 209
80| Professionsl ...v.vissvnennens] 284 234 | 495 [ 116 | 102 | 1,181 068 80 - — - — — 109 872 700 | 1,18
No work 81| 111 end no cccups 83| 831 185 44| 86| 481 0493 31 - B29 o 17 17 - — — 431
83| Indspendent......... .. 122 | 12| 179 | 42| 62| 617 o498 82 - - -~ - 170 184 141 2 617
Total of { male heada of familiea ......|24,322
Females, B8 Semi domestic amployment 1,000] — l1690| ssa| - |s8001} 165 83 15 | 1,580 494 494 403 as - — 5,081
Drcetl ........ ; — 572 | 188 | —~ |1,078[ 050 84 — 201 181 302 816 B4 _ _— 1,073
85! Brall trades ......omeeseerosens — 308 af - 565 030 85 -~ 174 87 1353 169 87 ] - 556
86) Employmg and profmmnal 85fF — 1 18| 8af — | 255) Ol4 86 - - - 20 105 20 40 - 255
87| 8 ‘Lrp coresnmmmanenenaen] 172 ) — | 252( 59] — | #88| 028 87 - &0 28 75 250 65 5 - 433
In $orrvmrmnresnnd] 178 ] — | 388 ) 56| — | #72] 0.8 68 - - - 23 36 101 130 - 472
Total of | female heads of families......[ 1,989 :
89] Other adulé woraen oo — [ — | — | = | — [t&778] o6 89 184 | 1,784 ] 1,184 | 1,668 1} 5,998 8,5?'5 1,219 196 } 15778
40 P?uhtmn of unsohedr led _ . - — — |40,000| 2187 40 —_— —_ —_— —_ 8,500 —_ —  |81,500 | 40,000
Total............[26,810 24,823 153,263 12,654 [10, 548 163864 10000  Total .....J 1,647 |15,710 10,741 |15,159 [62,795 82,712 |10,904 (83,366 182,664
Tnmates of Institotions o| — § — | o= | = | = | 8,108] o~  Percent..] 091 | &80 | &85 | &85 |sa20 | 1785 | 598 | 1819 | 10000
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CHAPTER I V.

INSTITUTIONS, ETC.

Working Men's Clubs. —The 115 Clubs in East
London and Hackney may be primarily divided into
those which can be entered by a stranger and
those which cannot. Those which open their doors at
all. do so very readily and very completely. They have
not only nothing to hide, but are very generally proud
of their position. They are moreover not infrequently
linked by affiliation to the " Working Men's Club and
Institute Union," or the "Federation of Working Men's
Social Clubs," on terms which provide for the welcome of
the members of any one club by any other club in the same
association.  Thus a very wide natural publicity is given to
all their proceedings, and it is not difficult for the social
inquirer to obtain trustworthy information about them and
even himself to experience their hospitalities.

As to those which decline to open their doors to strangers,
| can give no information except as to the reputation they
enjoy, which, it must be said, is very bad. They are usually
called " Proprietary " clubs, and there can be no doubt that
betting and various forms of gambling, but chiefly betting,
are their main objects. On my list are 32 such clubs within
thelimits of the district. Some are dramatic and others make
dancingaprincipal attraction, butin all casss their foundation
and raison d'etre is gambling in one form or other. Some
of them are respectable, frequented by bookmakers of good
repute. Others are very disreputable indeed, being, it is
said, a combination of gambling hell with the lowest type of

. For mogt of my information on this subject, 1 have to thank Mr.

Norman Grosvenor, who with one of my Secretaries Mr. Hardy, personally
visited every dub on my behalf.
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dancing saloon. All alike maintain a jealous privacy. An
outer door labelled "members only,” an inner door of
baize; awindow with a sliding shutter, through which, as
the visitor enters, appears promptly the face of the door-
keeper ; an entire refusal to give any information or admit
any strangers; such are their suggestive characterigtics.
Grave responsibility evidently attaches to their management,
and police raids from time to time justify the precautions
taken. These clubs seem to be short-lived, but die in one
street only to spring up in the next. Shoreditch is the
quarter in which mog are found. Those in Whitechapel, of
the same sort, but belonging to Jews and foreigners, are
more permanent and probably more truly social in character.
These clubs are of various grades and cater for every class
from A to H; but not one of them can be properly called
aworking men's club. Thetotal number of memberswill
not be very large.

The clubs which live in the light of day may be con-
veniently considered in threedivisions: (a) Philanthropic clubs
in connection with churches or missons, started, supported,
and managed by outsde influence; of these there are 33;
(6) Social, numbering 18; and (c) Political, of which there
are 32.

The divison between the philanthropic and the true
Working Men's Club is not very clearly defined, for while
many philanthropic clubs are merely adjuncts to missons .
others, such as the “ University Club" in Victoria Park
Square, and the " United Brothers" in Commercial Street,
are practically self-supporting and to a great extent <df-
managed. All, however, are superintended, and so are not
as interesting a sudy as the spontaneous sdlf-managed
clubs. A practical distinction between the philanthropic
and the sdf-supporting club isto be found in the question
of drink. All the philanthropic clubs but one are
teetotal; while, with the sole exception of the Jewish
Club in Great Alie Street, all the social and political
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clubs arenot. To make a club sdf-supporting without the
sale of beer is very difficult. The bar is the centre and
support of a working man's club—the pole of the tent.
The structure must be upheld in some way, and failing the
profits from liquor sold, support must be found in subscrip-
tions from outside; for in no other way but the paying for
drinks will any of these clubs make sufficient effort to sup-
port itself—a rather striking proof of the preference for
indirect taxation. Moreover, the clubs are not only run on
the profits of the beer sold, but the prospects of these
profits in very many cases raise the funds needed to make
a start. Brewers find it to their interest to follow up their
customers in this way, and lend money towards the fittings
of the club. Repayment is not pressed, nor is the security
scrutinized; for thelender isrepaid by profit on the beer
supplied.

The difference between the Social and Political clubsis
dlight, lying mainly in the mode in which they are started.
Social clubs in East London may or may not acquire a
political tinge, but those intended to be political cannot
stand unless social, and the social sde tends to become
more important than the political. For both, the friendly
mug of beer—primordial cell of British social life—supplies
the social bond, aswell as thefinancial basis. There must be
beer, but there is a good deal else.  Almost every club has
entertainments on Saturday and Monday, and a concert or
discussion, lecture, or some other attraction, once or in some
casss twice in the day, on Sunday; and billiards, bagatelle,
and whist are greatly played. Whether from the publican
or from the club, these are the things demanded by the
people—beer, music, games, and discussion.

It is said by those hostile to clubs that they are mere
drinking dens, sought because they remain open when the
public-house is shut. Or they are objected to in a general
way as antagonistic to family life.

As to thefirst? charge made, it has, with regard to the
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great majority of members, no foundation. Asto the second,
it isnot so much the clubs which draw men, as their own
restless spirits which drive them from home. In any case
they would go out, and better as| think if they go to the club
than elsswhere. Some competition is not amiss : the homes
might easily be made more attractive than they are.

In considering these objections and the whole question
whether clubs are on the whole an element of good, it
would be unfair to take too high a standard. The
leaders may conscioudy realize the higher ideas of the
movement, but the rank and file are not above the average
of their dass and usually join cubs with no higher
motives than those which influence the ordinary club-goer
of any dass, or would otherwise take them to the public-
house. Looked at in this rather low way,,clubs seem to
me better than the licensed public-houses they tend to
replace. Nor do | see that they compare unfavourably,
all things considered, with the majority of clubs in other
places. Thelanguage one hearsin them is the language of
the streets; stuffed with oaths, used as mere adjectives, but
in every class, oaths of one sort or other are pretty frequent
on the tongues of men, and especially young men, who are
numerous in every club. The fashion of the oath is not of
much importance, whether beginning with a B or with a D.

Evidence of the spirit of sdf-sacrifice is not wanting.
In many cases the members do all therepairs and alterations
of the club after their own day's labour is done. In a
new club in Bethnal Green the chairs and tables have been
made, walls papered, and bars fitted up, stage erected,
and senes painted in this way. Many, too, are ardent
politicians, and begrudge neither time nor money in
advancing their political views.

And something more may be said. Coarse though the
fabric be, it is shot through with golden threads of
enthusiasm. Like Co-operation and like Socialism, though
in a less pronounced way, the movement is a propaganda

l. 7



03 EAST LONDON.

with its faith and hopes, its literature and its leaders.
This, it is true, applies to a few individuals only, but to
many more club-life is an education. If the leaders are
few, those who belong or have belonged to the Committees
of Management are numerous. It may perhaps be thought
that enthusasm might find some better aim, and
citizenship some other field, than the management of bar-
parlour and " free-and-easy;" but takingthings asthey are,
the working man's club is not a bad institution, and it is
one with very strong roots.

To come to some sort of analysis of theclubs. There are
among the Religious and Philanthropic 16, with about
2600 members, named after the churches or missons with
which they are connected. Most of these are intended for
artisans and labourers. There are 3 belonging to the
Y.M.C.A., mogtly for clerks, &c, and some 7 others,
among which are the " University Club" and the
Y United Brothers" already mentioned as ranking more
properly with the self-managed and self-supporting clubs.
In addition to these, are 6 Boys clubs, of which the Lads"
Institute, in Whitechapel Road, and the Whittington
Club are the most important, having between them about
five hundred members.

The Social cubs are, as a dass, much older than the
political clubs: one half of them date their foundation as
far back as 1880, and two of them previous to 1870; and
their growth has been steady, in marked contrast to the
uneven rapidity with which the political clubs have sprung
into existence during the last few years. There are in
all 18 social clubs, with about 5580 members. Of these,
4 are Jewish, while in 6 the majority of members are
foreigners; 8 belong to the middle dases, arid though the
remainder may be, and are, called working men's clubs,
they contain among their members a large sprinkling of
the middle class. The subscription and entrance feevary
with the dass of the club, but in most cases are higher
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than those of the political working man's club, and the
financial position on the whole is stronger.

Of Political, or more strictly Politico-social clubs, there are
82, of which 22 are Liberal and Radical, 6 Conservative,
3 Socialigtic, and 1 Irish Home Rule. The Conservative
clubs, with about 1800 members, belong mainly to the
upper or lower middle class, only one of them, with 200
members, is called aworking man's club. Of the Liberal
and Radical clubs, 7 (with over 2000 members) belong
to the upper or lower middle class, 6 (with less than 1000
members) to the working dasses while 9 (with nearly
6000 members) are mixed. The three Socialist clubs count
only 200 members amongst them, and the Home Rule
club has over 100.

Judging by the cdubs there would seem to be no doubt of
the political complexion of East London; and the weekly
papers mostly taken—Reynoldss and the Dispatch—tdll the
same story. But the tone isnot so much Liberal or even
Radical, as Republican, outside of the lines, authorized or
unauthorized, of English party politics, and thus very
uncertain at the ballot box. There is also a good deal of
vague unorganized Socialism.

It will be seen how large a part the lower middle dass
plays in East London club life, but it isnot easy to draw the
line between this dass and so-called workingmen. " What
isaworking man ?" isa question to which no very clear
answer can be given. In theory, dealers and small master
men would be excluded, but in practice my dassss E, F, and
G, the centra] mass of the English people, consort together in
a freeand friendly way. Some of the clubs draw also from
dassss C and D. ClassH hasits own clubs apart, class B
has only those provided for it philanthropically.

Thereare four clubswhich from their sze deserve special
mention:—The United Radical with 2000 members; the
Boro. of Hackney with 1800; the Jews'club and institute

in Great Alie Street with 1400 members; and the Uni-
l. 7 .
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versity club with 700 members, besdes about 400
belonging to the women's and children's sections. Any of
these large clubs almost every evening is full of life, rising
on occasion to the climax of acrush. All show what can be
done with numbers, and point to the concluson that in the
enlargement of clubs rather than in their multiplication
lies the road towards perfection. The possibilities in this
direction amongst a dense population are almost unbounded;
and it is found that men will come long distances to obtain
the advantages which clubs on a large scale can offer.

The Jews Club, though now ranking as a social club,
was practically established on a philanthropic basis, its large
and substantial premises having been built at the expense
of Mr. S. Montagu, M .P., and others. As a social club it is
remarkable in threeways: (1) it isteetotal; (2) it admits
both sexes to membership; (3) it prohibits card playing.

No club in East London is more ambitious than the
University Club; nor any more strict in confining its
membership to the working class. Helped at the start,
it now pays its way, and this without the sale of beer.
I't owes its success to the direction of its President, Mr .
Buchanan, who hopes to show " that a people's palace can
be built out of the people's pence,”

The subscription to an ordinary working men's political
club is 6d per month with 6d entrance fee. The club opens
at 6.30 P.M. and dosesat 12 or 12.30; on Sundays, 11 A.M.
tolP.M.and 6.30P.M. to 11.30P.M. If theclub remains
open longer the bar isclosed.. Great care is taken not to
serve beer to anyone not a member or entitled by affiliation
to members privileges. The ordinary number of members
is from 300 to 400. The management is by committee,
consisting of president, vice-president, treasurer, secretary,
trustees, and a varying number of ordinary members.
The duties of door-keeper and bar-tender are in some cases

* Disorderly acondud may ooour, but it israre
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taken by members of the committee in turn. The clubs
pay their way, but usually owe more than their asss if
sold up, would discharge. A monthly or weekly statement
of accounts is usually posted in the doorway with other
notices. Beer, spirits, tobacco, and teetotal drinks are
supplied at the bar at a profit of 30 to 50 per cent. The
games played are billiards, bagatelle, and cards (chiefly
whist and cribbage), draughts, and dominoes. Therule
against gamblingis strict and is not infringed to any notice-
able extent. Billiards arethe principal attraction, and the
standing of a club may be gauged by the number of its
tables. There is usually a small library kept in a room
used for committee meetings. Some evening papers are
taken, perhaps two Stars and an Evening Standard;
Beynolds's paper, the Weekly Dispatch, and some illus
trated or comic papers, with a local print, complete the
list. The club premises consst of a large room with
billiard and bagatelle tables, a hall with small stage, bar
room and committee room, library or reading room. The
club has a political council whose lead the members usually
follow. Entertainments, lectures, and discussons for
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday are arranged by the com-
mittee. To the entertainments ladies may be brought
and do come in considerable numbers, and there will be
dancing on gspecial occasons. The entertainments are
sometimes dramatic but more generally conds of a
succession of songs, comic or sentimental, the comic songs
being often sung in character with change of dress. A
music hall entertainment isthe ideal aimed at. A chairman
presides and keeps order, as at the free-and-easy or benefit
performances held at public-houses, and as till recently was
invariably the practice at the public music halls. The
chairman dts at a table with his back to the stage,
flanked by his intimates, and sundry jugs or pots of ale
which are passed from hand to hand, He alone of all the
audience is uncovered and he is faultlessly dressed. At his
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right hand lies his hammer of authority, and sometimes
a sort of wooden platter to receive the sharp blows with
which he calls for slence or emphasizes the chorus. He
does not spare this exercise of his authority, and gives
out, before each song, the name of the singer, in the
ordinary public-house concert room style; the formula
being "our friend so and so will now oblige" The
singers are sometimes professional, but more commonly
semi-professional; those who do a good deal in this way
and no doubt make money by it, but have other occupations.
Others are purely amateur, members, or friends of members,
who really perform to " oblige" their brother members.
Two or three songs may be expected from each singer. The
more purely amateur, the more purely sentimental the song
as a general rule. The performance, though poor enough,
serves to amuse the audience, but except on great occasons
does not empty the billiard room. The entertainments
are at times connected with some charitable object; a
member has perhaps had an accident or suffered from
illness, and a concert is got up and tickets sold for his
benefit. A pleasing feature connected with the entertain-
ments given is a practice recently adopted of having a
children'sChristmasparty. It isnow very general, the expense
being mainly defrayed by voluntary subscriptions of mem-
bers. The United Radical Club alone entertained 4,000
children this year.

On the whole these clubs are a bright and lively scene,
and very attractive as compared to the ordinary homes of
the dasses from which the members are drawn.

[What iswritten on this subject in the final volume modifies some
of the opinions expressed above—0. B., 1902.]
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Classification of Clubs.

o N ) Philagglgropic )

District Palitical. Sodial. Reigous Proprietary. | Total.
Whitechapel. 1 3 6 13 23
St. George's . 3 8 2 1 9
Stepney . . . 2 - 6 — 7
Mile End 0. T. . 5 3 3 1 12
Poplar . . . . 4 5 4 1 14
Bethnal Green 5 1 6 4 16
Shoreditch 3 2 1 10 16
Hackney 9 1 6 2 18

Total 32 18 33 32 115

List of Clubs.
Digrict. Name of Club. Addres |
White- 1 E. London Hibernian ... Political.
chapel |Jews Club & Institute... | Great Alie Street
Netherlands Choral...... Vine Court . Social.
Netherlands Dramatic... |
Commercial Street (orig.
10, George Yard).........
Hanbury Street phil-
All Saints'Club. 1A, North Place anthro-
Pc
Whittington Club .
| United German
| Somerset Club
| Clarendon Social
Jewish Entertainment...
Imperial ( Propri
[ etary.
Saocial Cigarette Makers'
Champion Club
Spital Sq.Club.
Cannon _Club
j
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List of Clubs—continued.

Digtrict. Name of Club. Address
George's| International W. M. 0. | Bemer Street 1055““.
| German Bakers' Social.
German Club.
St. John'sW. M. 0, Sanders Street )
Working Men's Club } Philan,
| Warsaw Club............... | Joseph Street................._Prop.
Stepney | Tower Ham. Bad. Assoc. .
Social Dem. Federation | Burdett Boad J_[E’gl"“'
| Brasenose Club | Limehouse | '
Phoenix Club & Institute | Butcher Bow:.
;_Ratcliffe Club Narrow Street i. Social.
I Old Church Club Bromley Street
Working Lad's Institute | Rhodeswell Road.....____ Philan.
Mile End Mile End W. M. C.
OldTown| Tower Ham. Bad. Club Bedman's Road o
Lib. Club... | Mile End Road 1Politi-
Mile End Conserv. Club | Burdett Road (cal
Conservative Club........
Jamaica Street .
Commercial Road V Social.
Philpot Street . )
Tower Ham.Y. M. C.A. | Mile End Road. philan.
St. Augustine's Club Settles Street ]
Stepney Green... .|
Poplar | Bow Liberal Club.......... Ford Street Prop.
Liberal Kef orm Club ... | East India Dock Road (Politi.
Conserv. Congtit. Club... | Newby Place | cal
Bow & Bromley Reform | St | eonard's Street . . |
Robson Cluh. 1
Libra Road
Millwall Dock Club | West Ferry Road............| Social.

Bow & Bromley Instit.

Thames Iron Works....
Messrs. Braby & Co'A ...
St. Saviour's Club.

Woollett Street

Orchard Yard, Blackwall...
|da Wharf

i Northumberland Street ...

Philan

1

Prop.



INSTITUTIONS, ETC. 106
List of Olubs—continued.
District. Name of Club. Address
Bethnal | Bethnal Green W. M. 0. | Green Street 1
Green | Boro' of Bethnal Green Abbey Street -
1 Politi-
cal.
Conserv. W. M. Q...... \]
| New Labour Club......... | Social.
University Club...........
St. Andrew's Club.........
N Institute ... )
St. Peter's Club........... St. Peter's Street............ [ Philan
Church Street
St. Bartholomew's Club J
Bethnal Green Road 1w
rop.
Shore- New North Road............ X
ditch Hoxton Square.............. 1/ I Politi-
CityRoad..................s cal.
Scrutton Street .
Cosmopolitan Club , [-Social.
ShoreditchY.M.C.A.... Philan.
Queen's Club...............
Britannic Club............ Hoxton Street ...............
Myrtle Club ...............
Nelson Club............... Old Street......oeeeveennn....
ThaliaClub ............... Curtain Road..................
Kingsland Road ,.......... Prop.
City Road............ccenene.
German Social............ Hoxton Street ...............
Hackney h
London Fields Radical... | TwemlowTer.,LondonFields
Hackney Radical......... TheGrove.......cccvvnenn....
Polit.
Hackney Wick Radical [ cal.
Reform Club............... Well Street .......coun....
Conservative Club........ Mare Street  .>....... oo,

ot
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List of Clubs—continued.

Digtrict Name of Club. Address

Hackney Social.
Hackney Wick W. M. C.

Hackney Y.M.C.A. ... .
All Souls Club. Qverberry Street 1 |Philan.

Working Men'sClub ...

Dalston Club jProp.

Friendly Societies—East London has shared in the
development of prudential thrift shown by the growth in
recent years of the great Friendly Societies. One with
another they have 50,000 members in the district, of
whom 17,000 belong to the Ancient Order of Foresters,
about the same number to the Loyal United Friends, 7000
to the Hearts of Oak, 5000 to the two orders of the Phoenix
(Temperance), 3000 to the Odd Fellows, and a few to the
Eechabites and Sons of Temperance.

Of the 700,000 members belonging to the Foresters it is
noticeable that 17,000, with 114 Courts, are in the district,
while the Odd Fellows, an equally strong society, being
located chigfly in the north of England, has here only 3000
members and 18 lodges. These are the premier societies.
Similar in the principles on which they are conducted, with
well managed sick and death benefits, they are too widely
known to need special description.

Of quite another kind is the Order of Loyal United
Friends, which is so largely represented in East London.
An unregistered society, its system of working is somewhat
peculiar. Its lodges are amalgamated into districts, and
have no separate purse, but each district manages its own
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affairs. There is no central fund, nor is any distinction
made, as is insisted on with registered societies, between
sick fund, burial fund, and management. Candidates for
admission are not required to be medically examined, if
under 40 years of age, and the society has no doctors. In
case of sickness two members are sent to report, followed
up, if need be, by the secretary himself, who finally may
call in a doctor at the expense of the society. On the other
hand, this society is especially careful about occupations,
a large number being interdicted. The society numbers,
in all, some 50,000 members, and, so far as this country
is concerned, is peculiarly a London society, its furthest
lodge being at Gravesend. It has, however, a branch in
New Zealand. The subscription is from 3s 6d to 4s 6d
per quarter; the benefits are £10 at death, or £5 at death
of wife, and in sickness 10s a week for 12 weeks, and then
6a for 12 more weeks.

The Hearts of Oak, alarge society having in all 115,000
members, dates from 1842, and is registered. Its social
level is somewhat above that of the other societies, and its
entire management different. A centralized society, with
neither lodges nor districts, it employs no collectors, all
contributions being paid in, and claims met, at the office of
the society. Consequently, it can boast of exceptionally
small management expenses; but it is evident that part
of the expense saved to the society is thrown on to the
individual members. It has no doctors of its own, but has
an arrangement with certain " medical agencies" in London
and the Provinces, at which members, for a small subscrip-
tion, can be attended. In East London there are no less
than 23 of these agencies.

The contribution to the Hearts of Oak is 10s per quarter,
and the benefits are £20 and £10 severaly for death of
member or wife, and an allowance in sickness beginning at
18s a week. In addition, to attract young married men, it
gives 30. for thelying-in of amember's wife, and togratify
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the old, 4. per week superannuation allowance. It also
pays £15 in case of loss by fire, £5, if needed, to provido a
substitute for the militia, and as arelic of aformer state of
things, 5s a week in case of imprisonment for debt. The
7000 East End members of the society are, no doubt, all
fairly well-to-do.

There are five total abstinence benefit societies at work in
East London, but the principal three are off-shoots of one
stem, " The Phoenix." The bone of contention amongst
them has been the question of consolidation, the wealthier
branches not unnaturally objecting to pool their funds with
the poorer ones. So far back as 1862 the present " United
Order of Total Abstinent Sons of the Phoenix " seceded
from the " Original Grand Order " of the same. The latter
was opposed to consolidation, and until December, 1887,
employed instead a system of levies in favour of any lodge
unable to meet its death payments. It has, however, now
adopted consolidation at the cost of a further secession,
which has founded athird order called " The Amalgamated
Independent Sons of the Phoenix." The estimated de-
ficiency by valuation of these ordersis considerable, but their
position is aways better than would seem, as the failure
to maintain the temperance pledge increases the ordinary
proportion of lapsed membership. The figures so far bear
this out as to make it appear that the societies live by
their lapses, being able to trust with scientific certainty to
a proportion of their members breaking the pledge.

The Original or "Red" order, as it is called from the
colour of its insignia, confines its benefits to the case of
death, but the United or " Blue" Order has introduced a
separate sick contribution and benefit, which some of the
lodges have taken up. The contributions vary with the
different lodges, but are about 2s 2d per quarter; this
provides £14 at death of member, and £7 at death of
member's wife.

The Rechabites, an old-established Temperance Society
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(dating from 1835) with 75,000 members, has too few
members in Bast London to be particularly noticed here.
Its peculiarity is that sick as well as death funds are
centralized. The Sons of Temperance are aso very slightly
represented in our district.

On the whole there is evidence of an effort towards
prudent thrift, falling far short, no doubt, of what it might
be, and not equal to what is being done by similar means
elsewhere in England, but;, in itself, very considerable, and
from its growth, very hopeful. Nor does the work of
these societies represent the full extent of the spread of
this virtue, for the " Prudential" and other companies do a
very large business even amongst the quite poor. The
system of agents and collectors employed by these com-
panies is no doubt expensive, but pleads that justification
which success rarely fails to command. The terms offered
by Government are more liberal, but the methods employed
do not suit the poor so well.

Besides the agencies already noticed, there are in East
London a number of " dividing societies,” which, although
they appear to partake of the advantages of benefit
societies, cannot be included in the agencies which a
sagaciously thrifty person would use. To these organiza-
tions young men will subscribe 6d per week for benefits
which, considering their age, might be provided at 3d. At
the end of the year, the accumulated funds are divided
amongst the members, all liabilities having been previously
met. Of the 26s paid into a new club, each member
will often get 20s back. This goes on, year after year,
but as the members grow older the claims get larger, and
the amount to be shared proportionately smaller. Efforts
are made to introduce new blood, but the younger men
refuse to bear the burdens of the older ones, and the society
falls to pieces just at the time when its assistance is most
needed.

Then the old members complain that the benefits of
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friendly societies are mythical, and so strong is this
feeling in some quarters, that these " dividing societies "
are said to have done more harm to the Friendly Societies
movement than all other adverse influences put together.

Another form of thrift (of asort), isto befound in what
are called " loan and investment societies.” These provide
the commonest form of what may be called "publican's
thrift." A number of men meeting weekly at some public-
house form a society with treasurer (usually the publican),
trustee, check steward, and secretary; 3d entrance fee is
paid, and 3d more for the book of rules, including a card
on which loans and repayments are noted. Each share
taken up involves a weekly subscription of 6d; the number
of shares that may be taken by one member is generally
limited. There is aso a small quarterly subscription for
working expenses. The funds so subscribed, week by week,
are available for loans to the members, who stand security
for each other. The interest on the loan (5 per cent.) is
deducted when the amount is borrowed, and Is in the £1
is payable every week. The loan is thus repaid in 20
weeks, and a good interest is made by the common purse.
Fines are levied if repayments and subscriptions are not
punctually met week by week, and great care is exercised
not to lend more than is safely secured. The result at the
end of the year is a profit of 3a or 4s per share, and if not
in debt to the society at the time, each member receives
also the £1. 6s accumulated (6d per week). The money is
divided at Christmas, and comes in handy at that time for
expenditure, which is doubtless greatly to the benefit of
the house in which the society is held. Every member is
expected to borrow to some extent, and may perhaps be
obliged to do so or pay the interest, otherwise he would
obtain what would be thought an unfair advantage in the
division of profit. Thereis ajovial spirit about this sort
of thrift, but it may be doubted whether a man's family
will gain anything by it»
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A still simpler plan, common among factory girls, isfor
a number to club together weekly 6i or 1s each, the
whole sum being taken by one of the members in rotation
by lot. The object is to get a large enough sum at once
to make spending profitable: to buy a hat, or boots, or
have a fling of some sort. It is perhaps hardly to be
called thrift, and yet it comes very near it. | must confess
to feeling great sympathy with this plan.

Co-operative Sores—In the East End is situated the
L ondon head-quarters of the Co-operative Wholesale Society,
whose very handsome new building in Hooper Square,
Whitechapel, bears testimony to the progress of the move-
ment and is a centre of propaganda. London generally is
still behind some other parts of the country as to co-opera
tion, but has made a considerable advance in the last few
years, and in our district there are some half-dozen distribu-
tive societies.  Of these by far the most important is called
the Tower Hamlets Co-operative Society, situated in Mile
End, with branches at Poplar and Bow. It nhumbers 1560
members, and has £5000 capital; its sdes for 1887 reached
£24,000 and uet profits were £1400.

The next largest is the Borough of Hackney Co-operative
Society, started in 1886 with 87 members, and having in
September, 1888, about 400 members and a business of
£5000 in sdes, with a profit of £250. It has just absorbed
the South Hackney Society, an older but less successful
concern. Two of the clubs have started co-operative
societies—the United Radical about a year ago, and the
University Club still morerecently. This is a noteworthy
extension of club possibilities.

Productive societies have been from time to time started
in East London, but their career has been neither long nor
brilliant. They have often had a semi-philanthropic basis,
and have been well-meant but hopeless efforts to supersede
" sweating" by co-operation. None now working are of
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sufficient importance to be mentioned. The following are
the particulars of the distributive societies.

Year of No. of il Reoaved for
aﬁgﬁq man- | Liabilities Assts

goodssld In | Net g&gﬁt
bers A £ 1837. m yy
Borough of
Hackney ...| 1886 896 687 722 4,890 250
SouthHackney
(J of ayear)| 1885 60 122 95 720 J—
East London .| — 169 800 840 3,200 120
TowerHamlets| 1882 1,560 5,000 5,000 24,000 1,400
United Radioal
(2ayear)...| 1888 816 150 150 1,170 —
University
(vof ayear)..., 1888 150 — — | £250 a week —
Rook (started

Nov. 29th)...| 1888 220 250 250

Total...... 2871

Public-houses play a larger part in the lives of the people
than clubs or friendly societies, churches or missons, or
perhaps than all put together, and bad it would be if their
action and influence were altogether evil. This is not s,
though thebad sdeisvery palpable and continually enforced
upon our minds.

A most horribleand truepicturemay bedrawn of thetrade
in drink, of the wickedness and misery that goes with it.
So horrible that one cannot wonder that some eyes are
blinded to all dse, and there is a cry of away with this
accursed abomination. Thereis, however, much more to be
said. Anyone who frequents public-houses knows that
actual drunkenness is very much the exception. At the
worst housss in the worst neighbourhoods many, or perhaps
most, of those who stand at the bars, whether men or
women, are stamped with the effects of drink, and, if
orderly at the moment, are perhaps at other times mad or
incapable under its influence; but at the hundreds of respect-
able public-houses, scattered plentifully all through the

T. 8
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district, this is not the case. It could not be. They
live by supplying the wants of the bulk of the people, and
it is not possble that they should be much worse than
the people they serve. Go into any of these houses—the
ordinary public-house at the corner of any ordinary East
End street—there, standing at the counter, or seated on the
benchesagainst wall or partition, will be perhapshalf-a-dozen
people, men and women, chatting together over their beer
—mor e often beer than spirits—or you may see a few men.
comein with no timeto lose, briskly drink their glass and
go. Behind the bar will be a decent middle-aged woman,
something above her customers in class, very neatly dressed,
respecting herself and respected by them. The whole scene
comfortable, quiet, and orderly. To these houses those who
live near send their children with a jug as readily as they
would send them to any other shop.

I do not want to press this more cheerful point of view
further than is necessary to relieve the darker shades of the
picture. | would rather admit theevilsand try to show how
they may be lessened and what the tendencies are that make
for improvement.

It is evident that publicans, like all the rest of us, are
feeling the stress of competition. Walk through the streets
and everywhereit may be seen that the public-houses are put
to it to please their customers. Placards announcing change
of management frequently meet the eye, while almost every
house vigor ously announces itsreduced prices. % So much the
worse" somewill say. Butno! Itisagoodthing that they
should be considering how to make themselves more attrac-
tive. Under mined by theincreasing temper ance of the people,
and subject to direct attack from the cocoa roomson theone
sde and the clubs on the other, the licensed victuallers
begin to se that they cannot live by drink alone. L ook
more closdy at, the signs in their windows. There is
hardly a window'that does not show the necessity felt to
cater for other wants besides drink. All sell tobacco, not
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afew sell tea, " Bovril" (awell advertised novelty) is to
be had everywhere. Hot luncheons are offered, or a
mid-day joint; or " sausages and mashed" are suggested
to the hungry passer-by; at all events there will be
sandwiches, biscuits, and bread and cheese. Early coffee is
frequently provided, and temperance drinks too have now
a recognized place. Ginger beer is sold everywhere, and
not infrequently kept on draught.. These things are new,
eand though trifles in themselves, they serve as straws to
show the way of the wind. The public-houses also connect
themselves with benefit clubs, charitable concerts, and
" friendly draws." No doubt in all these things there is
an eye to the ultimate sale of drink, but every accesory
attraction or departure from the simple glare of the gin
palace is an improvement. In order to succeed, each public-
house now finds itself impelled to become more of a music
hall, more of a restaurant, or more of a club, or it must
ally itself with thrift. The publican must consder other
desres beddes that for strong drink. Those that do not,
will be beaten in the race.

In all these efforts there is bad as well as good, and a
monstrous ingenuity may be exerted in tempting men to
drink—gambling and other vices being used to draw people
together and open their purses. As public servants, the
licensed victuallers are on their trial. The field is still in
their possesson, but let them be warned; for if they would
keep their place they must adapt themsdves to the require-
ments of the times. If they should neglect the larger wants
of the great mass of the people, content to find their principal
cusomers amongst the depraved, they would deserve the
ruin that would inevitably fall on them.

In such a situation it would be a fatal mistake to decrease
the number of the housesin the cause of temperance. To
encourage the decent and respectable publican by making

. It isth.u called " Brewed Ginger Beer,"—a sort of shemp in walf's
cdothing.

l. 8
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existence difficult to the disreputable is the better policy,
but let us on no account interfere with a natural develop-
ment, which, if | am right, is making it every day more
difficult to make a livelihood by the smple sale of drink.

Cocoa Rooms, and especially Lockhart's cocoa rooms, have
become an important factor in the life of the people. At
firs cocoa rooms, or " coffee palaces’ as they were then
called, were the result of philanthropic or religious effort.
They were to pay their way; but they did not doit. They
wereto provide good refreshments; but tea, coffeg, cocoa and
cakes were alike bad. It was not till the work wastaken up
as a busness that any good was done with it. Now it
strides forward, and though Lockhart's are the best and the
most numerous, othersare following and arebound to come up
to, or excel, the standard so established. Very soon we shall
have no length of principal street without such a place, and
we shall wonder how we ever got on without them. In
their rules they are wisely liberal: those who drink the
cocoa may st at the tables to eat the dinner or breakfast
they have brought from home, or bringing the bread and
butter from home they can add the sausage or whatever
completes the meal.

Amusements—There are three theatres in the Bast End:
the Standard in Norton Folgate, the Pavilion in the Mile
End Road, and the Britannia in Hoxton; all homes of
legitimatedrama. Everywherein England theatre-goersare
a special dass.  Those who care, go often; the rest sddom
or not at all. The regular East End theatre-goer even
finds his way westwards, and in the sixpenny seats of the
little house in Pitfield Street | have heard a discussion
on Irving's representation of Faust at the Lyceum. The
passion for the stage crops up also in the dramatic clubs, of
which there argseveral. But by the mass of the people the
music hall entertainment is preferred to the drama. There
are fully half-a-dozen music halls, great and small, in the
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district, and of alt of them it must be said that the perform-
ances are unobjectionable—the keynote is a coarse, rough
fun, and nothing is so much applauded as good step dancing.
Of questionable innuendo thereis little, far lessthan at West
End music halls, and less, | noticed, than at the small benefit
concerts held at public-houses. At one of these public-
houses a more than risque song was received with loud
laughter by the men and with sniggering by the married
women, but by the girls present with a stony impenetra-
bleness of demeanour, which | take to be the natural
armour of the East End young women. The performances,
whether at the music halls, or at the clubs, or at benefit
concerts, all aim at the same kind of thing, and may be
taken as supplying what the people demand in the way of
amusement.

Music, moreover, of whatever sort, never comes amiss,
and is a pleasure common to every dass, for there seem
to be as many in whom this faculty is highly developed in
one dass as another. Of dancing, too, all dasses are very
fond, but it seems not easy to arrange so as to avoid the
scandal which surrounds all dancing saloons, and below
dass G thereis not very much of it. The shilling balls of
this class are eminently respectable and decorous so far as|
have seen. In the streetsthe love of dancing bursts out when-
ever it hasachance; let abarrel organ strike up a valse at any
corner and at oncethe girlswho may be walking past, and the
children out of the gutter, begin to foot it merrily. Men
join in sometimes, two young men together as likely as not,
and passrsby stand to enjoy the sight. A couple of ragged,
perhaps even bare-footed children, dancing conscientioudy
the step of the latest troistemps, are a pleasant sight to
*e

But the exercise in which the people most delight is dis-
cusson. The clubs provide for this on Sundays, but the
custom flourishes yet more freely in the open air. Mile
End Waste on Saturday night, Victoria Park on Sunday,
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are where the mesetings are mostly gathered. It may be
that those who make up the crowds who surround the
speakers and who join in the wordy warfare, or split into
groups of eager talkers, are the same individuals over and
over again. But | do not think s0. | believe keen dialectic
to be the especial passon of the population at large. It
isthe fence, the cut and thrust, or skilful parry, that interests
rather than the merits of the subject, and it is religious
discusson which interests the people most.

The People's Palace, the idea of Mr. Besant and the work
of Sir Edmund Currie, aided by theliberality of the Company
of Drapers, stands out conspicuoudy in East London,
as an attempt to improve and brighten the lives of the
people. The Queen'sHall and theLibrary arefinebuildings,
the technical schools have suitable quarters, and there
is a large swimming bath. The rest at present con-
sgs of "Exhibition buildings' used (very successfully)
for gymnasum purposss. The whole appearance is
unfinished. On every feature is ssamped "we need more
money." The number of membersis now. 1800 (two-thirds
male, one-third female). There are also 2250 studentsin
the technical classes, 400 boys in the day-school, and 400
morein the junior section for gymnastic training, &c. So
that in all about 5000 young persons are connected with
the Palace. The subscriptions run from Is to 10. a
quarter, but all the money obtained from subscriptions
goes but a little way towards the expenses. Of endowment
thereisabout £5000—(half from the Charity Commissoners
and half from the Drapers' Company)—and beyond this the
public must every year be appealed to for large sums to keep
thepalace in full swing. The exhibitions and entertainments
provided for the outside public at a small entrance charge
have been without end, very interesting and extremely well
attended. The following societies and clubs are held in

. Thereis a great redaction from 1888, due perhapsto the pasting of the
novdty which aftracted numbers at firdt.
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connection with thisinstitution:—Choral, boxing, dramatic,
literary, cycling, cricket, football, harriers, ches and
draughts, orchestral, Parliament, ramblers, sick, photo-
graphic, sketching, ladies' social, shorthand, and military
band, with others in course of formation. Each society is
composed of members of the institute and managed by its
own members.

Here then is a huge growth in the short time since the
institute was opened. It must be said that there is about
both method employed and results obtained a sort of infla-
tion, unsound and dangerous. Hitherto success has justified
the measures taken, but neverthedless a dower growth
for such an institution is much to be preferred, and it has
even yet to be proved whether the People's Palace is to be
regarded as an example or as a warning.

Religion.—It is difficult to say what part religion takes
in the lives of the mass of the people; it is not easy to
define religion for this purpose. Comparatively few go to
church, but they strike me as very earnest-minded, and not
without a religious feeling even when they say, as | have
heard a man say (thinking of the evils which surrounded
him), " | f thereis a God, he must be a bad one."

A census of the attendance at church and chapel all over
London was taken on October 24th, 1886, and the results
were published in the British Weekly. The attendance at
mission halls was similarly taken on November 27th,
1887, and the figures for our district are appended.
The synagogues, of which there are several, were not
returned.

Missions, &c.—There are at least a hundred agencies of
amore or less religious and philanthropic character at
work in our district. Most of these are on a small scale,
and are local in character, connected with the principal
denominations of the parish in which they are carried on.
There are, however, a few larger ones,«uch as the Great
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Assembly Hall Mission, Mile End Road, which, under the
superintendence of Mr. F. N. Charrington, is carrying on
an extensive work, and draws several thousands of people
to its religious services. Harley House, Bow, is the centre
of an important evangelical enterprise directed by Mr. and
Mrs. Guinness; and some of the music halls and theatres,
as also the Bow and Bromley Institute, are utilized on
Sundays for the carrying on of religious work on a large
scale.  An extensive work is also being carried on in
the homes and missons organized by Dr. Stephenson at
Bonner Road and elsewhere.

Toynbee Hall and Oxford House are both efforts by
means of residential settlement to bring University culture
into direct contact with the poorest of the people. Each
connects its action with that of the parish in which it
is situated, and each is the centre of a great amount of
work of social organization. The amount of life which is
thus set and kept in motion may be gathered from the
actual bill of fare at Toynbee Hall for a single week,
taken haphazard:—

SUNDAY. ... 730 PM... Ethical Lecture—" Socrates"
................. 9.0P.M. ... Popular Lecture with magiclantern—
«.Normandy.'.
MONDAY. .............. 8.0P.M. ... Univer. Exten. Lecture— " Chemistry o

Arts and Manufactures”
......................... Beading party—" Spinoza."
< -+ . . Classes—Elementary Shorthand.
Carpentry.
Beginnersiin Latin.
. 780t0945PM... Three successve Snging Classs in con-
nection with Popular Musical Union.
TUESDAY. ... 430 P.M.... Beading Party—" English Literature."
e 80 P.M. ... Univer. Exten. Leoture—" Age of Pope"
» Recreative Schod party (of thase who attend
East End Recreative Evening Classes).
.e.....7.0P.M.... Classes—Intermediate Shorthand.
Y Gresk.
M 80 P.M. .. Advanced Shorthand.

C
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TUESDAY..........e..d 80P.M. ... Classes—Elementary Gresk,
Carpentry.

Embriology (Advanced).
Botany.

Elementary French.
Physical Geography.

1. ... 730to 9.45P.M.... ThreesucoessiveViolin Classs (Pop. Mus
Union).
WEDNESDAY Beading Party—English Literature.
6.0PM

Univer. Ezten. Lecture— English and
European Higtory (Stuart Period).
B80pPM _____ BeadingParty—English Literature.
_  _ Elizabethan Sodety Medting (monthly,
toread paper).
Classes—I nter mediate French for women.
... 80PM_._____ Elementary French
Decoration.
n “ Elementary Chemical Analyss
D 8.30P.M....... Beading Party—Plato.
THURSDAY ......... 80PM....... Popular Concert.
Boy Foreders Party.

80pPM Taoynbee Shakegpeare Club.

Lecture—Political Economy and Trades

Unionism.
Lecture—" Starfish," Ac.

Classes—Venetian Art.

Decoration (Boys).
8.0PM Wood Carving and Clay Moddling
(Boys).
Advanced French.
8.80 PM [talian.
.7.0t090PM....... Elementary Chemidtry.
Univer. Ezten. Lecture—" Physology of
the Sens=s"
70pPM Two reading parties in connection with
abovelecture.
80pPM Beading Party—" Bacon."

Classes—IntermediateL atin.

Elementary German.

Maszini.

Intermediate French.
Advanced French.
it Advanoed Latin.

Advanced German.
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SATURDAY.........80 P.M....Lecture—' The Saxon Chronicle"

.............. R, "Engraving."

Annual Meeting Pupil Teachers Asoc.
""Black and White" Exhibition open Saturday and Sunday of thisweek.

TheLibrary isopen all day on Sunday; 1.80 to 10.80 P.M. on Saturday;
and 4.80t0 1080 P.M. on cther days

Something of thiskind goes on every week. There are
over 600 members on the register of the dasses, and 600
tickets were sold for thelast course of University Extension
lectures. In all about 1000 people come weekly to
Toynbee Hall for concerts, lectures, classes, &c. Outside
of all this, the residents—20 members of the Universities
living in Toynbee Hall—do what is recognized as their chief
work in forming friendships with the people, and coming
into touch with their needs in connection with school
management, co-operation, local government, charity
organization, and children's country holidays. An excur-
son was arranged for a large party (many being schoal
teachers) to Florence last Easter, and one to Venice is
proposed for thisyear. TheLolesworth Club—a social, sdlf-
governing and self-supporting club on teetotal principles,
whose members are a happy family drawn from the tenants
of Lolesworth and other neighbouring blocks of buildings
—provides an opening for, and is provided with, continual
lectures and entertainments; and the United Brothers,
another club, has been fostered, and the Whittington Club
for boys very much helped from this centre.

The value direct and indirect of such work is very great
—agreat to those for whose benefit it is done, and not less
so in the education of the educators.

Oxford House is the centre of much social and religious
effort, aswell as of aring of clubs, of which theUniversity
Club already described isthe most important.

The Salvation Army, originated in the East of London
in 1865, claims (Christmas 1888) to have 7107 officers,
2587 corps, and 653. outposts, established in 33 countries
or colonies; and so rapid is its growth, that 1423 officers
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and 825 corps have been added in the past 12 months.
Of this grand total a full proportion are situated in our
district, where they have services and marches every week.
In their dum work and intheprovision of " food and shelter
for the homeessand starving poor" the needsof East L ondon
are specially considered, and in East London is to be found
one of the homes established by the Army in connection
with their rescuework. Of the slum officersit is said that
"they live amongst the people in the darkest and most
wretched courts and alleys. They nurse the sick, care for
the dying, visit the lodging-houses, hold meetings con-
tinually, and by their sdf-sacrificing lives win hundreds of
poor outcasts for Christ."

No one who has attended the services, studied the faces,
and listened to the spoken words, can doubt the earnest
and genuine character of the enthusiasm which finds in
them its expresson. The Army claims to be, and is, " a
force of converted men and women, who intend to make
all men yield or at least listen to the claims of God to their
love and service" Its members hold in single faith, and
with a very passonate conviction, what are known as the
truths of Christianity, and desire that all men should be
forced to hear of Salvation. They carry on their flag the
motto " Blood and Fire," which is explained to mean <(the
precious Blood of Christ's atonement by which only we are
saved, and the Holy Spirit who sanctifies, energises and
comforts the true soldiers of God." It is pointed out that
the doctrines they preach are "just those which are deemed
essential by all orthodox people of God. Utter ruin
through the fall; Salvation alonefrom first tolast, through
the atonement of Christ by the Holy Spirit; the Great Day
of Judgment, with its reward of Heaven for ever for the
righteous, and Hell for ever for thewicked." And theyadd
tothisabelief that " it is possible for God to createin man a
clean heart," granting him thusa sort of present and earthly
Salvation. To these doctrines and principles the orthodox
can have no objection. Those who give an objective value
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at all tothe " truths of Christianity" can hardly find fault
with the very vivid language which is only a consequence
of very vivid belief. Nor will those who seek mental peacein
every shade of subjective value which can be attached to the
same ideas, recognize anything unfavourable to the Salvation
Army in thesimplicity with which the orthodox doctrines are
expressed. So far the Army occupies a very strong position.
Justified as to its faith, isit also justified by its work f

If the student of these matters turns his eyes from
those conducting the service to those for whom it is con-
ducted, he sees for the most part blank indifference.
Some may " come to scoff and stay to pray,” but scoffers
are in truth more hopeful than those—and they are the
great bulk of every audience of which | have ever
made one—who look in to see what is going on; enjoying
the hymns perhaps, but taking the whole service as a
diversion. | have said that | do not think the people of
East London irreligious in spirit, and also that doctrinal
discussion is almost a passon with them; but | do not
think the Salvation Army supplies what they want in
either one direction or the other. The design of the
Army to"make all men yield, or at least listen," will be
disappointed in East London. On the other hand, they
will find recruits there, as everywhere ese in England, to
swell the comparatively small band of men and women who
form the actual Army of General Booth, and who may find
their own salvation while seeking vainly to bring salvation
to others. Not by thisroad (if | am right) will religion be
brought to the mass of the English people.

In rescue work | should suppose that the methods
pursued would touch many, but | should need better
evidence than any | have seen to convince me that of
those touched many would be permanently affected by
the heightened eirotions and excitement which are so
unsparingly used. Onthe other hand, something more than
their own salvation must result from lives of devotion such
asarein truth led by these modern soldiers of the cross.



INSTITUTIONS ~ ETC. 127

The ultimate results of providing food and shelter at
uncommercial prices can hardly be other than evil, but
even this is mitigated by the evident honesty of the effort
and the naive desire shown to make it as little demoralizing
as posshlee. Much of the same sort of thing is being
done broadcast amongst the poor of the East End by many
agencies, and the more of it, the more solid and sodden
will the poverty become with which we have to deal.

Dr. Bamardo's Homes—The work of Dr. Barnardo is
most remarkable. There is, | believe, nothing in the
world like it. | need not describe either his methods or
their results. They are well known. With its motto,
'* Save the Boy," a large and symmetrical structure has
been built up, stone by stone, each stone an individual
caxe of child-destitution. The only remark | would offer
is that, with such dimensions as Dr. Barnardo's work has
assumed, special dangers show themsdves.  His inter-
vention may begin to be counted upon, and if s, it may
tend to increase the troubles it sets out to cure..

Hospitals—East London is rich in Hospitals of all
sorts.  The following are within its confines :—The London
Hospital, in Whitechapel Road, which claimsto bethelargest
building of its kind in England, with medical college and
training homefor nurses. The Metropolitan Hospital, lately
established in new buildings in the Kingsland Road. The
Homerton Fever and Small Pox Hospitals, supported by
therates. The Poplar Hospital, in East India Dock Road,
chiefly devoted to accidents. The City of London Hospital,
in Victoria Park, dealing especially with dissases of the
chest. The East London Hospital for Children, situated in
Shadwell. The North-Eastern Hospital for Children, in
Hackney Road, and a small hospital for. incurable children,

. Subsequent inquiry has sttisfied me that these dangers have bemn
foreseen and guarded againg.— C. B., 1902.
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managed by the Vicar of St. Michael's, Shoreditch. The
Mildmay Mission Hospital, in Bethnal Green; and St. John's
Hospital, connected with the community of Nursing Sisters
of St. John, situated in Poplar. The German Hospital,
Dispensary, and Convalescent Home at Dalston. Inaddition
to all these, there are the Spanish and Portuguese Jews'
Hospital in Mile End Road; and the French Protestant
Hospital to the north of Victoria Park, which are rather
asylums for the aged than hospitals in the ordinary sense
of the word. Some particulars of the principal of these
institutions are appended, and an account of the French
Protestant Hospital will be found in the chapter on Silk
Weaving,inVol.lV.

The London Hospital dates from 1740, or from 1759 in
its present site, and has steadily increased till it has now
800 beds. It treated, in-doors and out, 100,000 cases in
1887; the ordinary expenditure is £50,000 per annum, of
which only £16,500 is from assured sources. The medical
college is the oldest in London, started in 1785, and added
to and improved at various times. A useful adjunct of the
hospital is the Samaritan Society, employed mainly in the
assistance of needy convalescent patients, or in helping
the families in cases of distress. During 1887 this society
sent more than 700 patients to convalescent homes at the
sea-side or elsewhere.

The Metropolitan Hospital (Kingsland Road) is remark-
able for being worked on provident principles. Cases of
urgency or accident are freely admitted, but the main
object of the hospital is to enable those living in the
neighbourhood, who by their position in life are eligible,
to obtain the benefits of the hospital for themselves and
their families, as in-door or out-door patients, by a small
fixed monthly payment. The doctors attend at the hospital
in the evenings, sO that a man may call after his day's
work is done. The books aready include 4000 members,
representing 8000 individuals, all these haying been
enrolled in one year.
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The East London Hospital for Children, Shadwell, has
102 cots, and connected with it is a dispensary for women.
The total number of patients who received treatment
during the last financial year was 19,268, of whom 3748
were women and 15,484 children.

The German Hospital contains 125 beds, which are nearly
always occupied. At the hospital dispensary last year
18,528 persons were treated as out-patients.

Poor Relief.—The East End is remarkable for successful
efforts to put an end to out-door relief. Stepney and
Whitechapel have shown what can be done in this way, and
have set an example which might with advantage be followed
elsewhere. It is not necessary to re-state here the figures
which have been published by Mr, Vallance, the Secretary
of the Whitechapel Board of Guardians, and by Mr. John
Jones, the Relieving Officer of the Stepney Union, which |
think prove conclusively that in London out-door relief can
be safely dispensed with; the result being that other
agencies step in to do the work and therein find a legiti-
mate field of operation, while the Guardians cease to do
work which should not rightly be theirs. Side by side
with the hardening of the principles of poor relief, has
gone the improvement of the treatment of the sick in the
infirmaries. On the question of the relations which are in
fact to be found existing between poverty and pauperism |
hope to say something at a future time.

Board Schools—Nowhere more than in the East of
London does the work done by the " extravagance" of the
School Board stand justified. It was necessary to strike
the eye and hold the imagination, it was worth much to
carry high the flag of education, and this is what has been
done. Each school stands up from its playground like a
churchin God's acre ringingits bell. It may bethat another
policy should now befollowed, that the turn of economy has

i 9
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come; butl am glad that no niggard spirit interfered at the
outset. We have full value for all that has been spent.
The effect of the tall school buildings with their character-
istic architecture is heightened by the low-browed houses
amongst which they are reared. Such situations have been
deliberately chosen, and the clearance for the school-house
has been made very often in the midst of the worst class of
property.



CHAPTER V.

POVERTY.

The Sandard of Life—Omitting Class A, which rather
involves the question of disorder, we have in Classes B, C,
and D the problem of poverty. In the population under
review the 100,000 of "very poor" (Class B) are at all
times more or less "in want." They are ill-nourished and
poorly clad. But of them only apercentage—and not, |
think, alarge percentage—would be said by themselves, or
by anyone else, to be "in distress,” From day to day
and from hand to mouth they get along; sometimes
suffering, sometimes helped, but not always unfortunate,
and very ready to enjoy any good luck that may come in
their way. They are, very likely, improvident, spending
what they make as they make it; but the "improvidence
of the poor has its bright side. Life would indeed be
intolerable were they always contemplating the gulf of
destitution on whose brink they hang.". Some may be
semi-paupers, going into the " house" at cortain seasons,
and some few receive out-door relief, but on the whole
they manage to avoid the workhouse. On the other hand,
the 200,000 of "poor" (Classes C and D), though they
would be much the better for more of everything, are not
"in want." They are neither ill-nourished nor ill-clad,
according to any standard that can reasonably be used.
Their lives are an unending struggle, and lack comfort,
but | do not know that they lack happiness.f

. " A Village Tragedy," by Mrs. Woods.

f An andysis of the elements of happiness would hardly be in place
here, bat it may be remarked that neither poverty nor wealth have much
part in it. The main conditions of human hapmtoess | believe to be
work and affection, and he who works for those he loves fulfils these
conditions morg, easily.

0
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By "want" is here meant an aggravated form of
poverty, and by "distress" an aggravated form of "want."
There is to my mind a degree of poverty that does not
amount to want and a degree of want that does not amount
to distress.

The table which follows divides classes B, 0, and D
approximately, according to age, sex, & c.:—

Very Poor. Poor.
TOTAL.
B Q D.

Married men............ 16, 705 12,822 23,110 62, 637
Their wives ............ 16, 682 12,760 22,990 52,432
Unmarried men 7,1% 5,505 9,95 22,655
Widows.................. 6,4% 4119 5776 16, 390
Unmarried women .... 5191 3,986 6, 749 15, 926
Young persons, male . 4,812 3,565 6, 164 14,541
o female 46,23 | 3383 583 | 13819
Children ... 29,000 | 20,880 36,032 | 8912

Infants.................. 9,39 1,247 12,278 X
100, 062 74, 247 128,887 | 303,196

In order to show exactly what | mean by poverty, want,
and distress, and thus attach some positive value to the
definition of "poor" and "very poor," | have attempted to
investigate and analyze the expenditure usually current in
Classes B, C, D, and E, and have included a few examples
from F. The figures are from genuine and, | believe,
trustworthy accounts, and relate to 30 families, of whom
6 are " very poor," 10 are " poor," and 14 are above the
line of poverty. This method cannot, however, be employed
to reach the lowest level, and the imagination must be
drawn upon to complete the picture of Class B.

To facilitate comparison, every family has been reduced to
an equivalent in "mal e adults"—allowing three-fourths for
awoman and in proportion for children, and the whole 30
have been arranged in order according to their standard of
life. On food, No. 1 spent 2s4%d per male adult per week;
No. 30 spent 10s 1¥d. On rent, fire, light and insurance,
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No. 1 spent 2s 2d; No. 30 spent 4s 7%d. On medicine and
clothes (very uncertain items),No. 1 spent nothing; No. 30
spent 2s 8d. Between these extremes lies my scale. The
averages for each class are .:—

B. [0. &D. E. F.

. d,

T

8 s d |s 8 d
36| 41% | 54%| 8 8 | per male adult per wesk.
—w— Bent, &c|l 23| 210%| 38%| 57
1 4 11122
5117 4102|165

The true average of B will be somewhat lower than this,
and if we put it at 5s we get roughly 5s, 7s 6d, and 10s for
the average weekly expenditure per " male adult" below,
on, and just above the line of poverty. Translated into
families of father, mother, and 3 children of, say, 11, 8, and
6, we get as the average expenditure for such a family in
each class 15s, 22s 6d, and 30s per week; and this, or
something very like this, is the truth.

It is to be remembered that the whole income of Class B
is absorbed by necessary expenditure. If exceptional hauls
are made, they are matched by times of scarcity, when work
fails. It is only by evading the payment of rent, or going
short of food, that clothes or household things can be
bought; and the same isvery nearly true with Class D.
How else can any unusual call be met, or any indulgence
which costs money? The poor are very generous, but
out of what fund, except the exchequer of the belly, is
generosity to be indulged ?

The tables which | append give particulars of each of
these 30 families and their expenditure, and aso the
average for each class in similar detail. The number of
casss is too small to provide a perfectly safe basis, and the
inferences which can be drawn from tbem should not be
strained too far. My object is attained if by these tables |
show exactly what | mean by the line of poverty with
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regard to which, as being below it, on it, or above it, |
have attempted to classify the people.

ANALYSIS OP TABLES OP HOUSEHOLD EXPENDITURE.
(See pages 136-7.)

Income—It will be noted that in almost all the poorer
cases the admitted expenditure exceeds the supposed income.
The same peculiarity attaches to other investigations of the
expenditure of the poor | have met with. The explanation
may be (1) the understating of the regular earnings or (2)
the use of credit, met either by final evasion of indebtedness
or by some windfall outside of the regular earnings.

Expenditure—Food.—The amount spent by Class B on
meat (omitting No. 1, where charity ekes out the supply),
varies from 3s to 5s per male adult for 5 weeks; the
amount spent in Class D varies from 3s to 8s, and in
Class E from 3s 6d to 10s. The minimum amount in each
class is about the same, being Id per day for each male
adult, or 1d for men, %d for women, and from ¥d to ¥.d for
children. The maximum in these classes may be called
1., Is 6d, and 2s per male adult per week, and the average
9d, Isld,and Is 7d. The amount spent in potatoes varies
considerably family by family, but the average for each
class is not very different. The same may be said of butter.
Fish, the food of those who cannot afford meat, stands higher
with Classes B and D than with E.  Of bread, Class D eat
the most. The greater proportion of children in the examples
of Class B may account for a greater amount of milk and
sugar consumed by this class. Tea varies as little as any-
thing. On the whole the evident fact is that the three classes
live much in the same way, only withincreasing liberality,
especially as to meat, green vegetables, and cheese. The
figures are affected by the " meals out,” which play a much
larger part in the economy of Class B than D or E..

. Medla out.—This item consists of 2d or 3d a day taken by daughter,
0N, or husband, and spent.  Bread, or bread and butter, are usualy taken
from home, and the money goes to provide a cup of cocoaand a" relish.”
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With Class F, so far as four examples can show it, a
marked change occurs. Fish comesin, not as a substitute,
but in addition to meat, and eggs are a considerable
item; while the amount for fruit, jam, and such things as
rice is 5 times that for Class D, and 10 times that for
Class B. The housekeeping is altogether different in
character.

As to the expenditure on beer, Ac, it is perhaps
remarkable that so much should have been admitted. It
may be taken as showing that a good deal of beer is taken
in a moderate sober way, for only such would bevoluntarily
mentioned.

Fire and Light—D are more economical than B on the
average, but in each class there is a great range of expen.
diture under this head. Some, but not much, difference
may come from the weather, as the 5 weeks, in some of the
accounts, extended into April.

Rent varies very closely with the total average expen-
diture, being a little more than one-fifth in every class.
Looked atin thisway it falls rather the most heavily on
Class D. It iswhen considered as a first charge on an
insufficient income that rent affects the imagination as a
grievance of the poor, or too often when compared with the
accommodation provided.

Washing and Gleaning—When the amount is heavy it
means that the washing is put oat; this may be the case
with quite poor people if the wifeis engaged in industry.

Clothes—It would need a full year to show the expen-
diture, family by family. Accordingtofiguresgiven, ClassD
spends 3 times as much as B, and Class E 3 times as much
asD. That for Class E comes to £2 per ann. for an adult
man, 80s for a woman, and from 5s to 30s for children.
It is improbable that this is all that is spent by Class E
and even more so that Class D should clothe them-
selves on one-third, or Class B on one-ninth of this
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XXI.— Ezxpenditure of an average family in each clais.

B, |C. & D, E, ¥,
Nuomber of foll adglta .......connveee | 3244 8-12 25 20
o. d |2 & | d|au d
Bupposed Income, § wasks. «| 97 O (117 6 125 9 [154 4
Per woak por adult ..ocviriiriernnen| 8§ 1 7 64110 0§ |15 54
Bxpended in b wecks t—m
Meals out .ovvvrssemrnnncennnne | 7 831 2 84| % 8 | 8 3
Meat .....cociimriniiiininnrens [ 11 10 | 16 4 |18 83124 1
IVOT, &0, .eereeresserenasnneanen 0 53] 0 54 0 43| 0 4
..... 8 3 113 3 7 2 b
{ 2i0gf 310§] 1113 ¢ 3
. 2 72 2 3; 1 ﬁi 1 %
NAEEEEEEEEIARN
0 1311 0 110 1 1}
Buet .ucoveerosnerissnnnns 0 130 0 4| o 53
Butter md anpmg .- 5 8 6 B 6 6 & 114
Broad .. - e {12 8 118 TR 9 B | EL O}
FIOUT wrvnvinarnsnerarsrnnee 10 ) 0113 8 45| 1 84
Rioe, Ontrnen.l. &o. ... 0 13| ¢ 63| 0 8 110
Fruit, Jam, &C.voecrernns 0 83| 0 64| 1 84| 9 64
g&fku 8 & 31 3 4 B 1
$10g| 21 4 2| 71y
Ted ...avvnie 8 10 41 3 9 3 B}
Coffees, Goeoa, &c vennees| 0 B 11 011 0 103
I:‘epper, Baif, &o. ... vy 0 230 0 321 O 52 O B3
Total of Food ...... 60 94164 & )67 2486 7
Bear and Tobacco... o[ 1118 2 431 83 63| 3 7
Pire and Light cueciierriircisririan 10 04] B 10 10 0 10 10
Rant TR veran 21 6 |26 14723 T 23 1}
Wnahmg and (!leamng e 3 83| 2 9 21 i 8
Clothes, &o, .. 011 4 0310 53|17
Eduoation, Modmms, ‘&o. el O B3| % 29| 2103 3 94
Insurance, &0. .coovvriviiiivininnnnenn.] 8 B 08 TR 4 43| T 1
Total expended ....... 101 84 {113 6 (125 0 [163 43
or per week ........|20 4 {22 B} |25 0 |33 &3
Food Adult per week... vieeae) B B 4 1 4 § 8
Ben p: d“p s 1 Bé 1 Bi 1 103 2 9%
er Ex ure arwee
(Exuog:nclothen and Med.mme) } PO 1 2 110 2 9%
AGdON. e veeririeiene | 5103 7 0 | 9 1 [14 3
Price of Bread ............... {per gtn.}| 0 44| O 43| 0 5 0 &
w  Butter....eoe.. (perlb) | 1 0| 2 0 1 13{ 1 8
" Tl veusersvesnarnsanr " 111 2 04! 11131 3 1}
" Sugar ... . " O 13| 0 23| 0 23¢ O 2}
No. of Purchaees of Te& [ 23 10 & 8
w Articlea of Food bought......... 19 28 37 28
w  Dther Items bought ....cocpuveanas| 14 19 2% 22
-— gen of com n,y Hus - 20
ugh“r:'mnl;b Ta Tosuiond o an convient un | Wits -15
niale ad Thus, & male ag-*..u or upwards [ Bon 18 - 1§
counts nlmﬂa ld\ﬂt LY L] 15 or § Danghter aged 3 - 8
upwards sa §: snd chlidred in proportion, [, " - 4
sccording to age. For example, Case 3

1n vious table consists of husband, wife,
8 children, as fuilows:—

07440= 835 wale
adults
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amount. The explanation is partly that clothes (like beer)
may be bought with money intercepted before it reaches
home; partly that small windfalls go in this way—both
of which assume a rather larger income than is put down;
but on the other hand the need to pay for clothes may
also mean a desperate pinch on other things for the time.
To Class B fall many gifts of cast-off clothing. Finally, no
doubt, a great deal is done with very little money in this
direction.

Insurance and Club Money.—Out of the 30 families only
5 spent nothing, and these exceptions to the general rule
are found in all classes. The amounts paid inB, D, and E,
vary from 3%dto 2s 3d per week, or from 1% per cent, to
11% per cent, of the whole expenditure.

Prices—Those given are such as might be expected to
vary classwith class. In anote (.) | give others by which
the quantities of the article consumed can be calculated if
desired.

Number of purchases of tea made in 5 weeks varies in
all from 72 at most to 3 at least. On the average, there
were in the 5 weeks 23 journeys to the shop in Class B,
10inD,and 6inE.

Prices of Articles.

B. C.&D. P.
Meat—highest ..., 8dpe Ib. 8dper lb. 9dpe Ib. 9d per Ib.
oM. ... ad" i A’ j
. avaage .. 6id vd i 8d \
Potatoes—average d Y, 1/zd » yd
Bacon—highest... 8d 10d o , I
. lowest..... 6d 5d 5, 5y
average ... 7Yd vd 7vd &,
E%;s—ave“ ldeach Ydeach 1deach 1deach
Cheee—hignest 10dper Ib, 9dper
o 7d per Ib. o 83' . 8dpelb.
aver 1d »
Mllk—aver%% 4d b 4d"part 4dquart 4d ptgrt

Coffee—average... 152%perlb1 Zd%olb Isper Ib. 1s4dperlb
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Number of articles of food noted in the account books
varies on the whole from 10 to 35; by classes it rises from
19inBto27inE.

Number of other items of expense vary from 8 to 36, and
rise according to class from 14 to 22.

DESCRIPTION OF FAMILIES.

It remains to describe the lives of some of these families
as told by the details of the accounts :

No. 1.—Thisis the poorest case on my list, but is typical
of a great many others. The man, Michael H—, is a
casual dock-labourer aged 38, in poor health, fresh from the
infirmary. His wife of 43 is consumptive. A son of 18,
who earns 8s regular wages as carman's boy, and two girls
of 8 and 6, completethe family. Their house has four rooms
but they let two. Father and son dine from home; the son
takes 2d a day for this. The neighbouring clergy send
soup 2 or 3 times a week, and practically no meat is bought.
It figuresthe first Sunday only : " 3 Ibs. of meat at 4d."
Beyond the dinners out, and the soup at home, the food
consists principally of bread, margarine, tea and sugar.
Of these the quantities are pretty large. No rice is used nor
any oatmeal; thereis no sign of any but the most primitive
cookery, but there is every sign of unshrinking economy;
there are no superfluities, and the prices are the lowest
possible—3%d per quartern for bread, 6d per Ib. for so-called
butter, 1s 4d for tea, and Id for sugar. | suppose the two
rooms in which the family live will be those on the ground
floor—bedroom (used sometimes as parlour) to the front,
kitchen, where they eat and sit, to the back. Inthekitchen
the son will sleep, his parents and sisters occupying the front
room. Neither of these roomswill exceed 10ft.square; both,
I am told (for | have not seen them), are patterns of tidiness
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find cleanness, which with Class B is not very common.
This accommodation costs about 17s a month. On firing,
& ¢, the H——s spent 10s Ad in the 5 weeks—as much as,
and more than, many with double the means; but warmth
may make up for lack of food, andinvalids depend onitfor
their lives. Allowingas well as| can for the meals out,
and the charitable soup, | make the meas provided by
Mrs. H for her family to cost Id per meal per person
(counting the two little girls as one person). A penny a
meal is very little, but expended chiefly in cheap bread,
cheap butter, cheap tea, and cheap sugar, it is perhaps as
much as would be taken, providing rather more than £ |b.
of bread, and %2 0z. of butter, besides tea, milk, and sugar.
This diet (which, if strictly adhered to, would be unen-
durable) is somewhat varied, so as to bring in some fish,
a little bacon, and a few eggs, besides the charitable
soup.

These people are, undoubtedly, " very poor,” an example
of great poverty as it appears when accompanied by
respectability and sobriety, and protected from distress by
charitable assistance. Imagine the man a drunkard, or
the woman a slattern, or take away the boy who earns half
the income and put in his place achild of 10 or 12, who
earns nothing and must be fed, and it is easy to realize
that extremer form of want when distress is felt, or com-
plete pauperism supervenes. From the poor living of the
family there is no room to subtract anything; but Class B,
none the less, contains numbers who. are worse off than

thisfamily.
No. 2 furnishes another example of what | mean by
"very poor." Mr. E——, the father, is old and blind,

and has a weekly pension of 5. 6d; his wife only earns
money at "hopping" or "fruiting." She keeps the
house clean, and both she and he~ husband are reputed
to be quite sober. There are 5 daughters, but one is
married and gone away. The eldest at home, arough girl,
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who ruined her health at the lead works, does sack-making
or bottle washing, but (in March) had only earned 2. since
Christmas. The second girl works in a seed factory and
gives her mother 6s a week. The third, similarly em-
ployed, gives from 5s to 6s 6d, making the family house-
money about 178 6d aweek. The fourth girl is a child
at school.

This family live, to the greatest possible extent, from
hand to mouth. Not only do they buy almost everything
on credit from one shop, but if the weeks tested are a
fair sample of the year, they every week put in and take
out of pawn the same set of garments, on which the
broker every time advances 16s, charging the, no doubt,
reasonable sum of 4d for the accommodation. Fourpence
a week, or 17s 4d a year, for the comfort of having
a week's income in advance! On the other hand, even
on credit they buy nothing till actually needed. They
go to their shop as an ordinary housewife to her canisters:
twice a day they buy tea, or three times if they make it so
often; in 35 days they made 72 purchases of tea, amounting
inall to 5s2%d, and all most carefully noted down. The
"pinch of tea" costs ¥ d (no doubt thisis % oz. at 2s per |b.).
Of sugar there are 77 purchases in the same time.

The R—s are a large family, the seven members
counting as 4'5 male adults. Their expenditure comes to
5s 2%d per "male adult" per week. They pay about the same
rent, and no doubt get much the same for it as the H S.
On firing and light they spend lis 8d; this large amount
may be explained by the age and infirmity of the man, but
| am rather disposed to think that bad management has
most to do with the excess shown in these items, as com-
pared to other accounts. On washing materials they spend
about the same as the H s, but their insurance payments
amount to 10d a we.."., every member of the family being
in a burial club. The girls who work at the seed
factory dine away, taking 2d a day each in money, and
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most likely a provision of broad and butter. Counting the
family as equal to 5 adultsto feed—that is counting the three
younger girls as equal to 2 adults—the meals in the house
seem to cost about 3d a head for Sunday dinner, 2d a head
for dinner on other days, and |id a head for the other
meals.

No. 4. This family run largely on credit, and are
evidently used to better things. They pay alarge amount
of club money, and the baby's milk and biscuits cost a
good deal. The expenditure is considerably more than the
acknowledged income, and poverty must be very much felt
by them. The man (abricklayer) gets something as care-
taker, very little by his trade. The wife works as dress-
maker, and has to put out the washing. There are 6
children (aged 13, 11, 9%, 3'4, 2, and 4 months).

No. 5is the case of a widow, herself earning 7s a week,
with two grown up children : adaughter of 23, an envelope
folder, making from 9sto 15s a week, and a son of 21 "out
of work," earning casually 2s 6d to 5s. Altogether they
do pretty well, the joint income reaching about 20s aweek,
but they would certainly be classed in B in my tables.
Their meals cost, on the average, 13%d a head. The living
is very bare, the only luxury (? an occasional bottle of
ginger beer.

[Another widow on my notes, who, however, does not
appear in the tables, earns 10s 6d a week bottle washing.
She has 8 children, of whom the eldest, a boy, earns 8s
a week, of which he keeps Is as pocket money, leaving the
household money at 17s 6d a week. The youngest, a child
of 3, isboarded out at 2s 6d a week to relieve the mother
for her work, and so finally there is 15s a week for the
mother and two boys to live on. Counting the three as
equal to two male adults, the meals served cost about 2d
each on the average.]

In No. 6 we have a case fairly representing the line
between 3 and C or D. Thomas B is a wharf labourer
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with irregular work, earning 20s to 21s per week. He has
five children under 10 years of age at home, and a girl at
seryice who still receives both money and clothes from
home. His wife, besides looking after all these children,
occasionally earns money by needlework, and 3s 6d
appears to have been received from this source one week.
Irregular earnings such as these would, on a prima facie
view of the case, place this family in Class B, though by
steadiness on the man's part, and good management on
the part of the wife, they live as well as many familiesin
Class D. Comparing the B——s with the H—s (No. 1),
we notice that although Mrs. B does much more
cooking, she spends only half as much for fire and light
(both books are dated March); on rent and cleaning they
spend the same. Putting the items together, the H S
spend fully as much as the B——s on everything, except
meat and drink ; but on these the difference is great—76s
as compared to 40s—and for a smaller family counted in
adults. Mr. B has all his meals at home; he may
probably take something to eat with him to the wharf, and
perhaps buys beer to drink with it; but the work is
usually over early, and he will take his chief meal when he
gets home. In the 5 weeks he and his wife and their
young children used 401bs. of meat at 5d, 25 Ibs. of fish at
3d, 150 Ibs. of potatoes, 172 Ibs. of bread, 15 Ibs. of flour,
6 or 7lbs. of buttQr, and 36 Ibs. of sugar, besides minor
matters. This may not be choice fare, but there is some-
thing like plenty about it. The cost per meal, counting
the family of husband, wife, and five small children as
4 persons, is 2d, or just double that of the H——s
meals.

No. 7 arejust a shade better off than No. 6, and probably
spend rather more than is put down, especially on food.
The remarkable feature is the rent at 6s a week. The
husband pays for ins own clothes, giving his wife 20s out
of 22s 6d.
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No. 8. The husband takes 4d a day for his dinner.. Wife
and children do not eat much.

Nos. 9 and 10. Income acknowledged is greater than
expenditure; the money, | suppose, does not come home.

No. 11. Husband keeps back 4% a week, but pays for
boys' boots and such things.

No. 12. Man, wife, and 3 sons; eldest son out of work.
Are spending more than is comingin. Are not used to
poverty—pay for cat's-meat and put outwashing. "Terribly
behindhand."

No. 13. "Father out of work, but as we had a trifle
saved up before, it helps us to live for a little while, until
he gets something to do."

No. 14. Widow and three children, practically supported
by daughter of 17, who earns 17s 6d, keeping 6d pocket-
money. The boy of 13 earns 4s 6d, and keeps 3d pocket-
money.

No. 17. Much more variety in diet and better house-
keeping.

No. 18. Man, wife, and wife's mother—caretakers,
earning alittle by odd jobs. Spend largely for medicine
and medical comforts for the mother, an invalid.

No. 19. Regular wages 21s per week. Man, wife, and
one young child. A very conscientiously kept book. "The
club money is paid once a quarter, so we put it away every
week." Expenses on one Sunday were : " Newspaper, |d.
Give my two cousins 2d. Winkles, 2d. Milk, Id. Swests,
%d." Another day we find: " 2%.dspent on something and
not put down." Husband dines at home, but only 8s is
spent on meat in 5 weeks.

No. 20. Large expenditure on meat for man and wife
and five children under 8; 9lbs. aweek at about 8d alb.
Total number of articles of food drops to 14. Very
primitive housekeeping. Education' deficient; spelling
remarkable : "insharin 8d," "arstone 10," "meet 2s."

No. 22. Husband earns 24s and gives his wife 21s. She
' 10
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earns 4s 6d to 5.. Housekeeping money 25s 6d a week;
actual earnings 28s6d. The heavy amount for clothes, &c.
(S2s 8d) includes 65 6d for furniture and 8s 5d repayment
of debt for funeral expenses.

No. 25. " Man, carriage liner, has worked since child-
hood for same firm, wages 30$, gives wife 27s, and keeps
3s; has meals at home at irregular hours. Extras done in
evening provide " Heartsof Oak" Club money. Wife gets
charge of ahouse in autumn, and a very few chance days.
work from afriend. What she earns provides clothes and
pays 20sfor children's country visit in August—2 weeks, 5s
e&ch child. Boys save prize money and choir money for
clothes. Parents have no savings."

Thisisthe wife's own account of their position.

No. 26. Young couple—policeman and his wife. Wife
gets 20s; and the husband keeps the rest of his wages,
which goes to pay for the furniture on the hire system.

No. 28. Mother and son. Income under 30s a week. Eat
good meat and plenty of it, spending |Is a day on meat.

No. 30. Husband a carpenter, makes in five weeks 237
hours at 8%, longest hours 56, shortest 36, in a week;
average, 47%, or 33s 8d a week.

THE CAUSES OF POVERTY.

Questions of employment—Lack of work. or low pay—
Questions of habit, idleness, drunkenness or thriftlessness
—Questions of circumstance, sickness, or large families.
Under these heads fall all the causes of poverty.

To throw some light on the proportion which these
troubles bear to each other, and so on to the ultimate
guestion of what cure can be found, | have attempted to
analyze 4,000 cases of the poor and very poor known to
selected School Board visitorsin each district, and give the
full results in a table which follows. Aswith the tables

. This cause indudes incapacity.
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of expenditure, it would not be safe to generalize very
confidently from an analysis of this sort unless it can be

supported by other evidence.

statistically one great element of value.
sentative of all the poor in the districts from which they
are drawn, and not only of those who apply for relief.

The figures have, however,
They are repre-

Analysis of Causes of " Great Poverty " (Classes A and B).

2 Casualwork |
3. Irregular work, low pay ...

6. Drink (husband, ‘or both )

6. Drunken or thriftless wife

9. lllness or large family, *
combinedwith irregu- \

Per Cent. Per Cent.
e} 4
(1)%. g78 | 55/ Questions of
40 employment
152 231 | 14( Questions of
79 > 14 habit
170 .
124 aa1 | 27 ( Questions of
27 circumstance
147 _1
— — | 1610 | 100

Analysis of Causes of " Poverty " (Classes C and D).

1 _loafers

2. Low pay (regu"l'ar éérhivngvs')

5. Drink (husband, or both\

G. Drunken or thriftless wife

9. lllness or large family, )
combined with irregu- >

Per Cent. Per Cent.

503 | 20" ;

! 68 Questions of

1%% 1,668 68 employment
167 7 13 Questions of
322

5 o 13 {" hanit
> 9 19| Questi f
223 , uestions o

5| 46 19\circumstanc
130 5
—_ —_ 2,466 100

Of the 4000 cases, 1600 heads of families belonged to
Classes A and B (the "very poor"), and of them 60 are

10



14. EAST LONDON.

admitted loafers—those who will not work. After these
come 878 whose poverty is due to the casual or irregular
character of their employment, combined more or less with
low pay; then 231 whose poverty is the result of drink or
obvious want of thrift, and finally 441 more, who have
been impoverished by illness, or the large number of those
who have to be supported out of the earnings.

Of the remaining 2400 casss from Classes 0 and D,
there are 1600 who are poor because of irregular earnings
or low pay, 300 whose poverty can be directly traced to
drink or thriftless habits, and 500 with whom the number
of their children or the badness of their health isthe cause.
No loafers are counted here. The amount of loafing that
brings a man's family down part way to destitution is not
very noticeable, or may perhaps pass as irregular employ-
ment. Such men live on their wives.

It may be observed that the proportion of Classes C and
D who owe their poverty to questions of employment is
greater, while that of those owing it to questions of circum-
stance is less, than with the very poor, while drink accounts
for about the same proportion in both tables. In the case
of very poor, low pay and casual or irregular work are
combined, and account for 55 per cent. With the " poor "
these causes can be separated, and we have 43 per cent,
whose poverty is traced to the irregularity of their work,
and 25 per cent, whose poverty is traced to their low pay.

Drink figures as the cause of poverty to a much greater
extent everywhere s than in Whitechapel, where it only
accounts for 4 per cent, of the very poor, and 1 per cent,
of the poor. This is no doubt to be explained by the
Jewish population, who, whatever their faults may be, are
very sober. To those who look upon drink as the source
of all evil, the position it here holds as accounting for only
14 per cent, of th.; poverty in the East End may seem
altogether insufficient; but I may remind them that it is
only as principal cause that it is here consdered ; as con-
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tributory cause it would no doubt be connected with a
much larger proportion.

THE UNEMPLOYED.

It will be seen that this analysis takes no account of
incapacity for work except so far as consequent on
illness. But incapacity of two kindsis no doubt common :
that which leads especialy to low pay and that which
leads especially to irregularity of employment. There
are those who never learn to do anything well on the
one hand, and those who cannot get up in the morning
on the other; those who are slow, taking two or three
hours to do what another man will do in one; and those
who are too restless to keep any employment long; those
who are adapted only for some employment for which
there is a fitful demand, or no demand at all; those who,
without being counted as il l, orinfirm, or disabled, are yet
incapacitated for profitable work by bad sight, or failing
nerves, or deficient strength; and lastly there is every
degree of weakness of intellect.

| wish it were possible for me to break up the mass of
those who owe their poverty to questions of employment,
and to show what is their economic value compared to that
of the better paid and regularly employed working people
of Class E, for it is essential to have such evidence before
any hopeful attempt to deal with the question of the un-
employed can be made; not that | desire to make too much
of such inferiority of skill or character as may sometimes
have cost them their place or lost them a chance, when
places and chances are not plentiful. | do not doubt that
many good enough men are now walking about idle; but
it must be said that those of their number who drop low
enough to ask charitable aid rarely stand the test of work.
Such usually cannot keep work whenr»tfyey get it; lack of
work is not really the disease with them, and the mere
provision of it is therefore useless as a cure. The un-
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employed are, as a class, a selection of the unfit, and, on
the whole, those most in want are the most unfit. This is
the crux of the position. As to their numbers, it must be
remembered that it is the men who figure in my tables as
irregularly employed, who aso may be, and are, counted
as the "unemployed.”. This it is which makes these
numbers so elastic. In this sense the whole of Sections 2
and 3 of labour, aswell as Section 1, might be counted,
besides all the artisans to be found in Classes B and C.
Here are the plentiful materials from which a Sunday mass
meeting of the unemployed may be drawn.

As to the 4400 adult men of Section 1 (being the adult
males out of 9050 estimated population) or whatever their
numbers in the district may be (see table xvii., page 93), it
is not only quite-certain that they do not really want work,
but also that there is very little useful work for which they
are fitted. Whatever the duty of society may be towards
these men, the offer of work has been shown over and over
again not to fulfil it; thework is either refused or soon
dropped, and the men return to more congenial pursuits.
Work may be of use as a test, but that is all; and the
problem of the " unemployed” only touches those of them
who, by standing the test, prove themselves to belong to
Section 2.

As to Section 2, with its 13,000 adults, there are weeks
when most of them are or might be at work, and other weeks
when but few of them do a stroke; such is their life.
Their position can only be altered for the better by agreater

. At the time when the Government houseto-house inquiry was made
into the numbers of those out of work in St. George's-in-the-East, | was at
work upon the same district, and made special inquiries from the School
Board visitors, who had themsdves only just completed their schedules for
the year, but was surprised at the very small number of headsof families
returned by them as out of work. It may be that men with school children
are in more settled employment than those without, but after making every
allowance, it seems clear that, with regard to that inquiry, to be out of work
must be taken as meaning to be irregularly or casually employed.
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regularity of work, or by a higher scale of pay; they are
not unemployed, they are badly employed.

It is much the same with most of Section 3; a man who
gets good work through the summer, and is somewhat
short of work in winter, is not even to be called badly
employed, unless he does so badly in summer as not to be
able to face the winter slackness.

It would be pedantic to stretch this argument very far;
the insufficiently employed, those who might very well
accomplish in the due seasons of their employment more
work than is offered them, are truly unemployed to that
extent. They are, however, very difficult to count, because
for many of them an entire year is the shortest unit of
time that will serve to test the shortness of work; and
because, finally, we have to deal not with individuals out
of work, but with a body of men, of whom some are super-
fluous, though each individual may be doing a share of
the work. The proportionate number of the superfluous
measures the extent of unemployment.

Hence | conceive that to inquire into the condition of
the people by groups of trades is the only plan that will
cover the ground completely, or show the facts at all as
reerards the definitely unemployed, viz., those whose trade
should be, and has been regular, who in atime of depression
of trade look for work and find none.. These men make
no outward sign of distress, but their numbers are said to
be large all over London, as well as at the East End.
| do not for a moment suppose the number of these to be
large compared to the number regularly employed in the
same trades, but | can well believe that as a percentage it
is considerable, and as a total the figure may be greater
than can be faced with complacency, or than the organization
of industry ought to require.

Connected with this—with the ebb of this or that
industry, or all the industries together for a time—is the

. My attempt to do this failed.—0. B., 1902.
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saddest form of poverty, the gradual impoverishment of
respectability, silently sinking into want.

The very large proportion of both poor and very poor
who are continually short of work suggests various con-
siderations. When they do not work, what do they do?
What use do they make of their unoccupied time?
Organization of work needs to be supplemented by organi-
zation of leisure. In this direction the interests of
employers are not opposed to those of labour; but the
movement must come from the men themsaves, and here
we meet the usual difficulty. The present system suits the
character of the men. They suit it and it suits them, and
it is impossible to say where this vicious circle begins. It
has been suggested. that adult educational dasses might
be used in this direction—used, that is, in connection with
ome systematic treatment of want of work. Asit now is,
the men claim that their time is occupied, or at least made
otherwise usdess, by the search after work; that they need
to be always on hand or they may miss some chance. This
state of things is evidently fraught with evil, and seems
a needless aggravation of competition. The trades unions,
clubs, or co-operative societies might, one should think,
provide a system which would make good use of days
that would otherwise be wasted. It is sad if no useful
results for themselves or for each other can be obtained
from the combined efforts of the partially employed in
their leisure hours.

The modern system of industry will not work without
some unemployed margin—some reserve of labour—but
the margin in London to-day seems to be exaggerated in
every department, and enormously so in the lowest class of
labour. Some employers seem to think that this state of
thingsisin their interest—the argument has been used by
dock officials—but thisview appears shortsighted, for labour
deteriorates under assual employment more than its price

. By Mr. Auberon Herbert.
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falls. | believe it to be to the interest of every employer
to have as many regularly employed servants as possible,
but it is still more to the interest of the community, and
most of all to that of the employed. To divide a little
work amongst a number of men—giving all a share—may
seem kind and even just, and | have known such a
course to be taken with this idea. It is only justifiable as
a temporary expedient, serving otherwise but to prolong a
bad state of things.

If leisure were organized, we should at least know the
extent of the want of employment, and we might also learn
something definite about the effect of seasons of work :
learn to what extent the dovetailing of employments is
practicable or is at present effected, or to what extent work
for the slack season may be arranged in the trade itself,
and now is arranged, by those employers who think it well
to keep their workpeople together.

Further, there is, with regard to female industries, the
question of work which never pretends to be other than the
employment of leisure time. |If the higher organization
of industry brought it about that a value not to be found
in desultory work were found in the entire service and
undivided energies of the worker, a division would follow,
as to women's work, between those who earn their living
and those who only help to do so, or work for pocket-
money. Such special value ought to exist. In connection
with great skill, | believe it does exist to a very marked
extent. The same rule applies more or less to all industry.
Some suppose that the introduction of machinery tends to
make all men equal before the machine, but thisis a mistake.
Machinery may tend to accentuate the difference between
skilled and unskilled labour, but themachine hand is always
a skilled worker, not lightly to be discharged, and the
regularity of his employment caries with it that of the
unskilled hands. The value of the machine itself tends in
the same direction. It is where machinery is most used
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that employment is most constant, and where it is least
used that it is most precarious. The higher organization
of industry tends against every cause of irregularity of
employment.

However it is to be explained, the fact remains that
neither Class B nor Class C work much more than half
their time, and that there is no month in the year, taking
the people together, when this is not so. Itisaso afact
that most of the work done by Class B is inefficiently done,
both badly and slowly. It may not be too much to say
that if the whole of Class B were swept out of existence,
all the work they do could be done, together with their
own work, by the men, women, and children of Classes C
and D: that all they earn and all they spend might be
earned, and could very easily be spent, by the classes above
them; that these classes, and especially Class C, would be
immensely better off, while no class, nor any industry,
would suffer in the least. This view of the subject serves
to show who itis that really bear the burden. To therich
the very poor are a sentimental interest: to the poor they
are a crushing load. The poverty of the poor is mainly
the result of the competition of the very poor. The entire
removal of this very poor class out of the daily struggle
for existence | believe to be the only solution of the
problem. Is this solution beyond our reach ?

Ifitistrue, as we are taught and as | believe, that the
standard of life is rising, and that the proportion of the
population in very poor circumstances never has been less,
and is steadily decreasing, it follows, as | think, that some
day the individualist community, on which we build our
faith, will find itself obliged for its own sake to take charge
of the lives of those who, from whatever cause, are inca-
pable of independent existence up to the required standard,
and will be fully able to do so. Has this time come yet ?
In spite of the poor way in which all, and the miserable
way in which many, of these people live, they do not keep
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themselves; and in spite of the little pay they get | believe
no work is so dear as that which they do. Indeed it must
be so, or ese they would have more work given them.
Those who obtain better wages and more regular employ-
ment receive only in proportion to what they give, and are
more profitable servants.

Beyond the malefic influence which the imperative needs
and ill-regulated lives of the class we are considering
exercise over the fortunes of those who might otherwise do
well enough, and beyond the fact that they do not support
themselves, but absorb the charities of both rich and poor,
they are aso a constant burthen to the State. What they
contribute, whether in taxes or rates, is little compared to
the expense they cause. Their presence in our cities
creates a costly and often unavailing struggle to raise the
standard of life and health.

The question of those who actually suffer from poverty
should be considered separately from that of the true
working classes, whose desire for a larger share of wealth
is of adifferent character. It is the plan of agitators and
the way of sensational writers to confound the two in one,
to talk of "starving millions," and to tack on the thousands
of the working classes to the tens or hundreds of distress.
Against this method | protest. To confound these essen-
tially distinct problems is to make the solution of both
impossible; it is not by welding distress and aspirations
that any good can be done.



CHAPTER V1.

CLASS RELATIONS.

IN my second chapter | have attempted to provide an
analysis of the condition of nearly one-fourth of the inhabi-
tants of London. The rest of the volume seeks to add life
and warmth to the columns of figures which, taken by
themselves, are somewhat colourless and cold. In order
further to consider the relationsin which the various classes
stand to each other, | will once more marshal the 900,000
figures and pass them in review class by classin companies,
repeating for this purpose the graphic representation
already used.

Graphic Representation of the Classes {East London ami

Hackney).

R
A B ¢ D P & BH
..|l| I-I
g & 8 E § ¥ 9

It will be seen that, in this population, classes D and E,
containing together half amillion people, occupy the centre,
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and that their lot must be accepted as the common lot of
humanity in East London. The degree of poverty of one
population as compared to another, of that with which we
are dealing compared to that of London as awhole or to the
population of England at large, would be expressed, if all
were treated in the same graphic way, by a shifting of the
central body from E towards F or towards D as the case
might be. It may be that for the whole of London the
centre of gravity would move towards F, and the same is
almost certainly no less true for all England. | therefore
propose to accept the classes E and F together as truly
representing the standard of life in England, from which
that of the classes above or below diverges by some happy
or unhappy accident, or owing to some cause which calls
for explanation and justification. My first object, then, is
to show who and what are this large body of men whose |ot
may be counted as the lot of humanity in this country, and
what are the conditions under which they live.

It is not easy for any outsider to gain a sufficient insight
into the lives of these people. The descriptions of them in
the books we read are for the most part as unlike the truth
as are descriptions of aristocratic life in the books they read.
Those who know, think it a matter without interest, so that
again and again in my inquiries, when some touch of colour
has been given illuminating the ways of life among the
people who are above the need for help, it has been cut short
by asemi-apology: " Butthat isnot what you want to know
about." Something may be gleaned from a few books,
such for instance as " Demos; " something perhaps may be
learnt from the accounts of household expenditure in the
preceding chapter. Of personal knowledge | have not
much. | have no doubt that many other men possess
twenty or a hundred times as much experience of East End
people and their lives. Yet sucr as it is, what | have
witnessed has been enough to throw \ strong light on the
materials | have used, and, for me, has made the dry bones
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live. For three separate periods | have taken up quarters,
each time for several weeks, where | was not known, and as
a lodger have shared the lives of people who would figure
in my schedules asbelongingtoclasses C, D and E. Being
more or less boarded, as well aslodged, | becameintimately
acquainted with some of those I met, and the lives and
habits of many others came naturally under observation.
My object, which | trust wasafair one, was never suspected,
my position never questioned. The people with whom |
lived became, and are still, my friends. | may have been
exceptionally fortunate, and three families are not many,
but | can only speak as | have found: wholesome, pleasant
family life, very simple food, very regular habits, healthy
bodies and healthy minds; aflfectionate relations of husbands
and wives, mothers and sons, of elders with children, of
friend with friend—all these things | found, and amongst
those with whom | lodged | saw little to mar a very agree-
able picture, fairly representative of class E, and applicable
to some at least of classes C and D. Of others, belonging
tothelower of these classes, who came under my observation,
| cannot give so good an account. In the room above mine
at one of the houses, a room about nine feet square, lived a
carman and his wife and their two children, girls of 7 and
13. The man, though a heavy drinker, was not a bad
fellow, and steady enough over his work. It was the wife
who was bad. She also drank, and as to work, " never did
athing." Late to bed and late to rise was her rule. The
father went out early and returned to breakfast, which was
prepared for him by the child of 13, who made the tea and
toast and cooked theherring at afireinthewashhouse, which,
the weather being warm, served for the cookery of the entire
household. She also made ready her own and her sister's
breakfast, left the tea for her mother (who was too lazy to
make it even for herself), and then proceeded with her sister
to school. Thelittle sister was the pretty one and the pet
of her parents; the elder one was the drudge, and twice this
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child had run away and stayed out all night before or
after a beating. What chance of respectable life had she ?
This is an example of class D, with bad wife and bad
mother. No less disreputable was a woman of the same
class or lower, who with her daughter lived in another
room of the same house. She had a small allowance from
her husband, which went mainly in drink. He lived else-
where. The daughter earned a trifle and tried vainly to
keep her mother sober.

I do not mean to suggest that such specimens predominate
in class D, or that they are never to be found in E or F,
with which we are more particularly dealing. Thereis
no gulf set between adjoining classes, E passes imper-
ceptibly into either the irregular position of 0 or the bare
remuneration of D, but from each of these there is another
step as wide to reach the wretched casual character of class
B. | watched with much interest the relations existing
between classes E and D in the persons of my landlady and
her other tenants. Mutatis mutandis, they were not very
different from those which exist in the country between
hall and village. There was the present of a dress altered
to suit the hard-worked, ill-dressed child (it was forthwith
pawned, the poor girl never wore it) ; the rebuke,
dignified, well-timed, and, as it appeared, efficacious, of the
father's drunken ways; amounting in the end to " amend
your ways or go;" and the word in seasonto thelittle girl
whose " tongue was too long and must have a bit cut of f"
(she having told some tale about her sister); the women
met over their washing in the yard, and the children were
allowed to play together—play at house, or plant a garden
with cut flowersstuck in the earth, or swing, or dress their
dolls, but if there were sweets to be eaten it was my land-
lady's little girl who paid for them. In short, there was
evinced a keen sense of social responsibility, not un-
accompanied by a sense of social supwriority.

The children in class E, and still more in class D, have
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when young less chance of surviving than those of the rich,
but | certainly think their lives are happier, free from the
paraphernalia of servants, nurses and governesses, always
provided they have decent parents. They are more likely
to suffer from spoiling than from harshness, for they are
made much of, being commonly the pride of their mother,
who will sacrifice much to see them prettily dressed, and
the delight of their father's heart. This makes the home,
and the happiness of the parents; but it is not this, it is
the constant occupation, which makes the children's lives so
happy. They have their regular school hours, and when at
home, as soon as they are old enough, there is " mother"
to help, and they have numbers of little friends. In class
E they have for playground the back yard, in class D the
even greater delights of the street. With really bad parents
the story would be different, but men and women may be very
bad, and yet love their children and make them happy. In
the summer holidays, when my carman had aload to carry for
some building in the country, he would take two of the
childrenwith him. Supplied with bread and butter and 2d to
buy fruit, they would start off early and come home in the
evening happy, tired, and dirty, to tell of all the sightsthey
had seen.

| perhaps build too much on my slight experience, but |
see nothing improbable in the general view that the simple
natural lives of working-class people tend to their own and
their children's happiness more than the artificial complicated
existence of the rich. Let it not be supposed, however,
that on this | propose to base any argument against the
desire of this class to better its position. Very far fromit.
Their class ambition as well as their efforts to raise them-
selves as individuals deserve the greatest sympathy. They
might possess and spend a good deal more than they
now do without seriously endangering the simplicity of
ther lives or their cnances of happiness, and it would be
well if their lot included the expenditure of a larger
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proportion of our surplus wealth than is now the case
Moreover, the uncertainty of their lot, whether or not
felt as an anxiety, is ever present as a danger. The
position of the class may be secure—some set of men and
their families must hold it—but that of the individual
is precarious. For the wife and family it will depend
on the health, or habits, or character of the man. He
drinks or he falls ill; he loses his job; some other man
takes his place. His employment becomes irregular and he
and they fall into class C, happy if they stop there and do
not drop as low as B. Or it may be the woman who drags
her family down. Marriage is a lottery, and child-bearing
often leads to drink. What chance for a man to maintain
respectability and hold up his head among his neighbours if
he has a drunken wife at home, who sells the furniture and
pawns his clothes? What possibility of being beforehand
and prepared to meet the waves of fortune? Or it may be
that trade shrinks, so that for a while one man in ten or
perhaps one in seven is not wanted.  Some must be thrown
out of work. The lot falls partly according to merit and
partly according to chance, but whatever the merit or the
lack of it, the same number will be thrown out of work.
Thus we see that the "common lot of humanity,”
even though not much amiss in itself, is cursed by

insecurity against which it is not easy for any prudence to
guard.

It must be said that in respect of security of position the
men who belong to class F are much better off than those of
E. They live better, but beyond this they save more. The
risk of loss of work through bad trade does not usually
affect them, and drink is less prevalent, and except in
extreme cases less ruinous.

Such, taking B and F together, is the standard of life on
which we hope to improve, and fram which, upwards or
downwards, we may measure the degrees of poverty or
wealth of the rest of the community. This standard,

11
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provided there be no social cataclysm or revolution, is
fairly secure. The fear that any reduction in the cost of
living will be followed by an equa reduction in the
remuneration or regularity of their labour, still a danger
with the classes below, is no longer a danger for them.
The foundations arelaid. Add but avery littletothe favour-
able chances, take away but alittle from the forces adverse
to their prosperity, and we, or succeeding generations,
should see a glorious structure arise, to be the stronghold of
human progress. Itisto improvement in the condition of
the classes beneath them that they must look. The low-
paid work of class D, and the irregular employ ment of class
C, and the fact that these classes are too poor or too
irregularly employed to co-operate or combine, causes them
to hang as a heavy weight on class E.  They in their turn
suffer even more from the wretched lives of class B. The
disease from which society suffers is the unrestricted com-
petition in industry of the needy and the helpless.

Enough has been said in other chapters about the
condition of class D. Though not as a rule unwholesome
or unhappy, it is certainly very meagre. Nor does his low
estate provide any security for the individual against
changes for the worse. Below D we have B, and below
B we have the workhouse. If hand or foot slip, down
they must go. " Easy the descent, but to step back is
difficult.”

Class C, too, has been sufficiently described. With the
poverty due to irregular employment, it lies aongside of
rather than below the regular but low-paid labour of class
D. Of the part which class C plays in industry much is
said in reviewing East End trades, Volume V. Both 0
and D for their own sakes badly need the lift which |
maintain is also needed for the progress of E and for the
advancement of the standard of life.

It is class B that u du trop. The competition of B drags
down 0 and D, and that of C and D hangs heavily upon E.
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| have already said, and | repeat, that industrially we
gain nothing from B. All that B does could be done
by C and D in their now idle hours. Nor is this so
impracticable as it might at first seem. At least, we
might move in that direction. What | above all desire
is to arouse the interest and ingenuity of the classes who
are themselves so vitally concerned in this matter, asnot till
then shall we approach with any chance of success the
solution of the problem of poverty as it is presented in
England to-day.

In the meantime we are face to face with the immediate
difficulty of the relief of indigence, and with the fact that
mere giving as a remedy for poverty no longer holds the
field. That the rich of their abundance should humbly, and
in the name of God, give to the poor, help the unfortunate,
and succour the distressed, was the solution of religion, but
in these latter days the efficacy and even the virtue of mere
giving has been denied, and, on the other hand, our faith in
the new doctrine, lacking somewhat on the positive side, is
not very firmly established. Of the change of feeling,
however, there is no question. Although a certain stimulus
has been given in late years to mendicity by sentimental
appeals and such efforts as the Mansion House Relief Fund,
no student of the history of England can fail to see that
begging, though it still exists among us, is falling into
discredit; that as a profession its palmy days are over, its
great prizes things of the past. It is driven to assume new
shapes to lull suspicion. Even in the tales of Miss
Edgeworth, who in her time occupied the van of enlighten-
ment, wefind the good ladiesrecommending their children to
give their pennies to the hungry with an indiscriminateness
to which even the most unenlightened mother of our own
dayswould impose somelimits; whilst among the number of
those who have thought seriously about the matter at all—
and the number who think seriously about it is a constantly

increasing figure—it has become a sort of commonplace to
I 11* .
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hold that almsgiving without inquiry, method, or personal
labour serves only to intensify and perpetuate the evil it
desires to relieve. In this respect, and in the growing
intelligenceand carewithwhichthePoor Law isadministered,
we tend towards firmness, even hardness, of treatment of
each individual case, and yet | can assert without fear of
contradiction that towards ephemeral or even deserved
suffering greater general tenderness is felt than ever, so
that to support us in our principles, and confirm usin our
resolution to abstain from the enticements of personal ams-
giving, we need to be assured that in some way suffering
is really relieved. If we lay aside personal giving, we
are constrained to employ professional almoners; we no
sooner limit the action of the Poor Law in one direction
than we begin to consider its extension in another. It
is this condition of the public mind which might | think
be taken advantage of to get rid of class B, or at least to
mitigate the harm which their unregulated existence doesto
others as well as to themselves.

Already several ingenious and thoughtful schemes for
dealing with the unemployed are before us. The leading
idea is to provide the labourer with land on which to work
and so find his own living. Unoccupied or ill occupied land
in England, says one; unoccupied land in our colonies, says
another; atemporary occupation in England to lead to a
permanent occupation in the colonies, says athird, seeking
in this way to obviate the rather evident difficulties in the
way of the first two. The ingenuity of this last scheme,
which combines training with relief, must be admitted;
yet it no less than its cruder companions fails to
satisfy the broader conditions of the problem of poverty.
All these schemes profess to deal with the unemployed
—an imaginary army of men; they would really
deal with a very limited number of picked out-of-work
caes. Such may doubtless be found, and when found
deserve the utmost consideration, but they do-not really
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touch the problem of poverty which is wrapped up in
the whole of class B, employed, partially employed, or
unemployed, as the case may be, but rarely to be described
correctly as " out of work."

My own ideas on this subject have taken shape gradually
in the course of my work. In beginning my inquiry | had
no preconceived ideas, no theory to work up to, no pet scheme
into agreement with which the facts collected were to be
twisted or to which they would have to be squared. At
the same time the consideration and the hope of re-
medies have never been out of my mind. In laying my
ideas before ray readers, | trust that if they are considered
futile and visionary, the facts |1 have brought to light may
not be discredited by being brought into company with
theories from which | can honestly say they have taken no
colour, but that out of the same material some other hand
may be able to build a more stable structure.

The state of things which | describe in these pages,
though not so appalling as sensational writers would have
us believe, is still bad enough to make us feel that we ought
not to tolerate it in our midst if we can think of any feasible
remedy. To effectually deal with the whole of class
B—for the State to nurse the helpless and incompetent
as we in our own families nurse the old, the young,
and the sick, and provide for those who are not competent
to provide for themselves—may seem an impossible under-
taking, but nothing less than thiswill enable self-respecting
labour to obtain its full remuneration and the nation its
raised standard of life. The difficulties, which are certainly
great, do not lie in the cost. As it is, these unfortunate
people cost the community one way or another considerably
more than they contribute. | do not refer solely to the
fact that they cost the State more than they pay directly
or indirectly in taxes. | mean that altogether, ill-paid
and half-starved as they are, they Consume or waste or
have expended on them more weath than they create.
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If they were ruled out we should be much better off than
we now are; and if this class were under State tutelage—
say at once under State slavery—the balance-sheet would
be more favourable to the community. They would con-
sume more, but the amount they produced would be
increased in greater proportion by State organization of
their labour and their lives. It isnot in the cost that the
difficulty lies, but in the question of individual liberty, for
it is as freemen, and not as slaves, that we must deal with
them. Theonly form compulsion could assumewoul d bethat
of making life otherwise impossible; an enforcement of the
standard of life which would oblige everyone of us to
accept the relief of the State in the manner prescribed by
the State, unless we were ableand willing to conform tothis
standard. The life offered would not be attractive. Some
might be glad to exchange their half-fed and half-idle and
wholly unregulated life for a disciplined existence, with
regular meals and fixed hours of work (which would not
be short); many, even, might be willing to try it; but
there would be few who would not tire of it and long
for the old life of hardship and vicissitude, saying

" Give me again my hollow tree,
A crust of bread and liberty.".
If we could adopt this plan, there is no cause for fearing
that it would encourage idleness or weaken the springs of
energy. No!thedifficulty lies solely ininducingordriving
these people to accept a regulated life.

To bring class B under State regulation would be to
control the springs of pauperism; hence what | have to
propose may be considered as an extension of the Poor Law.
What is the Poor Law system? It is a limited form of
Socialism—a Socialistic community (aided from outside)
living in the midst of an Individualist nation. Socialistic
also to a great extent are our Board schools, hospitals, and
charitable institutions, where the conditions of relief are
not the services which the applicant can render in return,



CLASSRELATIONS. 167

but the services of which he stands in need. My ideais
to make the dual system, Socialism in the arms of In-
dividualism, under which we already live, more efficient
by extending somewhat the sphere of the former and
making the division of function more distinct. Our
Individualism fails because our Socialism is incomplete.
In taking charge of the lives of the incapable, State
Socialism finds its proper work, and by doing it completely,
would relieve us of a serious danger. The Individualist
system breaks down as things are, and is invaded on every
side by Socialistic innovations, but its hardy doctrines
would have a far better chance in a society purged of those
who cannot stand alone.  Thorough interference on the part
of the Statewith the lives of asmall fraction of the population
would tend to make it possible, ultimately, to dispense with
any Socialistic interference in the lives of all the rest.

This, in rough outline and divested of all detail, is my
theory. It israther with a view to discussion that | put it
forward; and save in a very guarded and tentative way
| shall not venture to base upon it any suggestions for
immediate action.

Put practically, but shortly, my suggestion is that these
people should be given an opportunity to live as families
in industrial groups, planted wherever land and building
materials were cheap; being well housed, well fed, and well
warmed; and taught, trained, and employed from morning to
night on work, indoors or out, for themselves or on Govern-
ment account; in the building of their own dwellings, in the
cultivation of the land, in the making of clothes, or in the
making of furniture. That in exchange for the work done
the Government should supply materials and whatever else
was needed. On this footing it is probable that the State
would find the work done very dear, and by so much would
lose. How much the loss would. be could only be told
by trying the system experimentally.. There would be no
competition with the outside world. It would be merely
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that the State, having these people on its hands, obtained
whatever value it could out of their work. They would
become servants of the State. Accounts would have to be
kept, however, and for this purpose the work done would
have to be priced at the market rate. It would even be
well that wages should be charged and credited each person
at the fair proportionate rate, so that the working of one
community could be compared with another, and the
earnings of one man or one family with others in the
same community. The deficiency could then be allotted in
the accounts proportionately to each, or if the State made
no claim for interest or management, there might be a
surplus to allot, opening out a road back to the outride
world. It would, moreover, be necessary to set alimit to the
current deficiency submitted to by the State, and when the
account of any family reached this point to move them on to
the poor-house, where they would live as a family no longer.
The Socialistic side of life as it is includes the poor-house
and the prison, and the whole system, as | conceive it
might be made, would provide within itself motives in
favour of prudence, and a sufficient pressure to stimulate
industry. Nor would hope be wanting to those who were
ambitious to face the world again.

As | reject any form of compulsion, save the gradual
pressure of a rising standard of life, so, too, | suggest no
form of restraint beyond the natural difficulty of finding
a fresh opening in an ever hardening world. The only
desirable return to the individualist life (except in the case
of children) would be withfunds in hand earned by hard
work and good conduct, saved within the cost the State was
prepared to bear. For the future of the children careful
provision would be made. Incompetence need not be
hereditary; it should, on the contrary, become less so than
isnow the case.

It is not possible that action of this kind could be rapid.
To open alittle the portals of the Poor Law or its adminis-
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tration, making within its courts a working guild under
suitable discipline; to check charitable gifts, except to those
who from age or infirmity are unfit for any work; to insist
upon sanitation and to suppress overcrowding; to await and
watch the results, ready to push forward as occasion served
—this is all that could be done. Much would be learnt
from an experiment. It might be tried in some selected
district—for instance, in part of Stepney, where official relief
already works hand in hand with organized charity. The
law as it stands would, | believe, admit of this; the cost,
if shared between private and public sources, need not
deter. Such an experiment is what | venture to suggest.

The good results to be hoped for from such an extension of
"limited Socialism" as| have suggested would be manifold.
Class A, no longer confounded with "the unemployed,”
could be gradually harried out of existence. The present
class B would bo cared for, and its children given fair
chances. The change could only come m a very gradual
way; a part, sharing the improved chances of classes
C and D, would be pushed upward into self-supporting
habits, and another part, failing to keep itself even when
helped by the State, would pass into the ranks of paupers,
so that the total numbers to whom the proposed State
organization would ultimately apply would be very much
less than the present numbers of class B. Class C
would then have more work, class D more pay,
and both be able to join hands with the socia policy of
classes E and F. Trades unions and co-operative societies
would be able to build from the bottom, instead of floating,
as now, on the top of their world. Great friendly societies
might hope to include the mass of the population in their
beneficent net. Improved morale of labour would go hand
in hand with better organization of industry. The whole
standard of life would rise, and wish its rise the population
difficulties, whether of internal increase or of immigration,
would become more manageable.
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What should we lose by such achange? We are aways
losing something of the poetry and picturesqueness of the
past. The rags of the beggar, his rare orgies, his snatches
of song and merriment, his moments of despair, his devil-
may-care indifference to the decencies of civilized life—all
these touch the imagination and lend themselves to art;
they are excellent theatrical properties, lessimposing but not
less attractive than the personal state and impulsive changes
of feeling of the absolute monarch, or theloyal devotion of the
feudal dependant, and a hundred characteristics of afallen
society—gone, never to return. Yet audacity, daring,
generosity, devotion, impulsive affection, still exist and
flourish among us; the setting aone is changed. In the
same way, there would be no less room than now or than
always for charity, whether the stately generosity of endow-
ment or self-sacrificing service of man, or pity which seeks
its exercise in the relief of suffering; all these would find
their place in softening the inevitably hard action of the
State, but would be required to fall into line with it.

And what of the position of therich ? It is difficult to say
whether, at the end of all—when poverty no longer drags
down industry, and industry itself controls the profits of
production and distribution—whether even then there will
bein England less wealth accumulated in individual hands or
handed down by inheritance than is now the case. Whether
or no mattersvery little, and any change would come slowly.
It is, however, by no means true that "by no conceivable
plan can the poor become less poor unless the rich become
lessrich." It may be expected that the rate of interest (as
distinguished from profit) would continue to fall. It has
fallen in no long period from 5 per cent, to 3 per cent., and
might well reach the true" simplicity " of 1 per cent. But the
lessthe capital of therichis needed at home, being driven out
by the savings of the mass of the people, the more it would
seek investment abroad in the service of less advanced
communities, and its profits would return, through the
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channels provided by the rich, to the continual benefit of
home industry. Similarly as to profits: extraordinary
achievements in industrial management might meet, as
now, with extraordinary and sometimes enormous rewards,
but the field at home for such efforts would become
more and more restricted, and the ordinary level of
profit would be very low. Those bent on winning wealth
would increasingly seek their fortunes abroad, and it
would be through their hands that the surplus wealth
of the rich would seek new fields of operation. Rich
people would doubtless continue to be; they would only
be less rich by contrast with the common lot of humanity.
Their socia functions would remain what they are now, and
they would fill their place more usefully and profitably, and
above all more happily, under a state of things which would
secure the final divorce of poverty from labour.

[The ideas conveyed in this chapter will be more fully considered
in the " Final Review."—C. B., 1902.]



CHAPTERV 1.
POINT OF VIEW.

EAST LONDON lay hidden from view behind a curtain on
which were painted terrible pictures :—Starving children,
suffering women, overworked men] horrors of drunkenness
and vice; monsters and demons of inhumanity ; giants of
disease and despair. Did these pictures truly represent
what lay behind, or did they bear to the facts a relation
similar to that which the pictures outside a booth at some
country fair bear to the performance or show within?
This curtain we have tried to lift.

I't will be observed that the attempt has in the main been
confined to showing how things are. Littleis said asto how
they come to be as they are, or whither they are tending.
Theline of inquiry which we have neglected is perhaps more
interesting than that which we have taken up, andis certainly
more commonly adopted. An inquiry as to tendency
appeals controversially, and therefore attractively, to two
opposite schools of thought. One of these holds that the
condition of the people is becoming year by year more
deplorable and its problems more pressing, and casts a back-
ward glance upon some Golden Age of the past; while the
other findson all sides proof of marked improvement, preaches
patience as to the evils which still remain, and will say,
when pushed, that " i f Golden Age there be, it is to-day."

It is manifest that thir alternative has an important
bearing whether considered simply as a difference of
opinion, and so concerning only the on-looker, or positively
as a difference of fact. Seen from without, the same
habits of life, amount of income, method of expenditure,
difficulties, occupations, amusements, will strike the mind
of the on-looker with an entirely different meaning accord-
ing as they are viewed as part of a progress, towards a
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better and higher life, or of a descent towards a more
miserable and debased existence. Felt from within, a
position will be acceptable and even happy on the upward
road, which on the downward path may be hardly endur-
able. The contrast with that to which men have been
accustomed is doubtless the principal factor in sensations of
well orill being, content or discontent; but we have also to
take account of the relation of the present life, whatever it
may be, to the ideal or expectation. It may happen that
on the upward path, where, on our hypothesis, contentment
ought to reign, the ideal so far outstrips the advance as to
produce discontent and even discomfort. Or the opposite
may happen, and a slipping downwards be accompanied by
a feeling of greater ease, a sense of relief. In all this
what is true of the individual is no less true of the class.
To interpret aright the life of either we need to lay openits
memories and understand its hopes.

Nor have we yet exhausted the complicated relativities
which are crowded into the phrase " point of view"; for
we have to take into account the condition of the on-looker's
mind and of public sentiment generally, and the changes of
feeling that occur, in this or that direction, by which it
becomrs more sensitive or more callous. Oh these three
points—(1) the relation to past experience; (2) the relation
to expectation; (3) the degree of sensitiveness of the
public mind—we have room for great gulfs of difference
in considering the same facts.

These pointsapply withvaryingforcetothecondition of each
class or industry, and to the terras of each problem involved.
In a general way, | find that with few exceptions, those who
have had a lengthened experience of East London, agree
that its state was much worse when they first knew the
district thanitisnow. Beyond this, such glimpses aswe
can obtain of aremoter past seem to tell asimilar story of
improvement, and however we test the question the same
answer is given; so that | aminclined to think that if an
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inquiry, such as the present, had been made at any previous
time in the history of London, it would have shown a greater
proportion of depravity and misery than now exists, and a
lower general standard of life. But let us take the subject
piecemeal.

Whatever the miseries of Class A, they are not the result
of a too exalted ideal, nor due to any consciousness of
degradation. This savage semi-criminal class of people
had its golden age in the days when whole districts of
London were in their undisputed possession. They mainly
desire to be let alone, to be allowed to make an Alsatia of
their own. Improvement in our eyes is destruction in
theirs. Their discontent is the measure of our success. On
the other hand, the impression of horror that the condition
of this class makes upon the public mind to-day is out of
all proportion to that made when its actual condition was
far worse, and consequently the need to deal with the
evils involved becomes more pressing. This, moreover,
is no mere question of sentiment, but (if we admit a general
all-round improvement) an imperative need of the rising
standard of life. What might be an admissible state of
things in days past is admissible no longer. It drags us
back, and how to put an end to it has become a question of
thefirstimportance. The outcasts themselves are sufficiently
conscious of this, and opposing, dumbly, the efforts of
philanthropy or order, their instinct of self-preservation
seeks some undisturbed sanctuary where they can still herd
together, and, secured by the mutual protection of each
other's character for evil, keep respectability at bay. Thisit
is that must be prevented. No sooner do they make astreet
their own than it is ripe for destruction and should be
destroyed. Destruction of such property involves no general
loss. Thehousesinwhichtheylive have, in truth, a negative
value, and merely to destroy them is an improvement.
The owners may perhaps lose, but there can be no reason-
able vested interest in a public nuisance, and the penalty
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of destruction paid once, might have a widespread effect
in a clearer recognition of the responsibilities of ownership.
A glance at the map will show the extent of the " black"
streets. It does not follow that all of these need to be de-
stroyed, but evenif they were, thetotal destructionwould not
be a very serious matter. The numbers of this class are
not large. | think the 11,000 (or 1% per cent.) given in my
schedules an ample estimate. To add more to it would be
to take away the lowest section from Class B. Persistent
dispersion is the policy to be pursued by the State in its
contest with them, for to scatter them is necessarily to
place them under better influences. The chances for their
children, especially, would be better; the hereditary taint
less inevitable.

Class A must not be confounded with the criminal classes.
Every social grade has its criminals, if not by conviction, at
least by character. Of these the lowest grade mix freely
with Class A, and are not to be distinguished from it. But
there are many of Class A who are not criminals, as well as
plenty of criminals who have nothing to do with Class A.

Class B is more than any other affected by the relation of
present to past experience. It isnot, as| have before pointed
out, a class in which people are born to live and die, so
much as the drift from other classes. It follows that what
they feel is the contrast between their lives and those of
others. If the condition of other classes improves, the con-
trast is intensified, and with it the misery, except in those
cases where a higher standard of life is felt burthensome,
and to "wallow in the mire" more comfortable. Such
cases are not uncommon, but on the whole | regard the
individuals of Class B as suffering severely from loss of
position and of the comforts to which they have been
accustomed, although as a class it is possible that they are
better off than ever before.

To the sufferings of these unfortunate casually employed
people increasing attention is paid. The discredit into
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which the system of charitable doles has fallen deprives the
public conscience of its customary anesthetic and leaves
it to bear its full burthen of sympathetic sensitiveness
as best it may, since no satisfactory alternative has
been found. The result is that in proportion as our
feelings lack the relief of action they become more
impulsive and variable, by turns hyper-sensitive and
callous. Out of this gusty atmosphere the problem of
how to mend the lives of these poor people needs to be
lifted, and to this end a mere statement of proportionate
numbers and the condition of their lives has its value apart
from any estimate of suffering, which, as | have tried to
show, is complicated beyond the possibility of analysis.

Here, in Class B, we have the crux of the social problem.
Every other class can take care of itself, or could do <o, if
Class B were out of the way. These unfortunate people
form a sort of quagmire underlying the social structure, and
to dry up this quagmire must be our principal aim. Such
suggestions as | have to make on this have been already
touched upon.

If Class A are not to be confounded with criminals, so
Class B must not be confounded with paupers. They are
rather the material from which paupers are made. Other
classes contribute to pauperism, but those who drop down
from the classes above may be supposed to pause for a time
in Class B before they finally succumb. A study of the
sources of pauperism, by means of an analysis of paupers,
would be interesting, and might lead to valuable and
suggestive results.

Class C, with itsirregular employment and improvident
habits, is that which is most hardly judged, and perhaps,
also, most hardly used. " If we got our deserts, which of us
would 'scape whipping? " and perhaps in nine cases out of
ten these unfortunate people get no more than they deserve.
Towards their misfortunes modern sentiment turns its hard
side of moral condemnation. Themoreit knows of themthe
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harder becomes the line drawn between " deserving " and
"undeserving," and the fewer they be who rank with the
deserving. Those who are industrious and thrifty usually
need no help. Itisfor the most part with those who fall
below the ideal standard of energy, prudence, or sobriety
that we are attempting to deal. To select the few picked
cases or even that larger number who are comparatively
deserving, and simply to admonish the rest, is not enough.
To raise this class we need some larger plan.

Class D does not deserve the less consideration because
it istroubled neither by its own past experience of better
things, nor by what is expected of it, nor by an unattain-
able ideal. But it even more than Class C can only be
helped by a movement which shall succeed in raising the
whole standard of life. It is chiefly for the sake of these
two classes that my proposals for dealing with Class B are
made. They are my clients, and to their service especially
| dedicate my work.

Class E contains those whose | ot to-day is most aggravated
by araised ideal. It isinsome ways ahopeful sign, but it
is also adanger. Here, rather than in the ruffianism of
Class A, or the starvation of Class B, or the wasted energy
of Class C, or the bitter anxieties of Class D, do we find the
springs of Socialism and Revolution. The streamthat flows
from these springs must not be dammed up, and therefore
it is to thisclassanditsleadersin Class F that | particularly
appeal infavour of what | have called " limited Socialism"—
a socialism which shall leave untouched the forces of indi-
vidualism and the sources of wealth.

Finally there aretwo ways of |ooking even at mere figures,
by which very different impressions may be produced
by the same facts. It may with some show of reason be
regarded as not so very bad that a tenth of the population
should be reckoned as very poor, in adistrict so confessedly
poverty-stricken as Bast London; but when we count up
the 100,000 individuals, the 20,000 families, who lead so

i. 12
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pinched a life amongthe population described, and remem-
ber that there are in addition double that number who, if
not actually pressed by want, yet have nothing to spare,
we shrink aghast from the picture. Thedivergence between
these two points of view, between relative and absolute, is
in itself enough to cause the whole difference between
pessmism and optimism. To judge rightly we need to
bear both in mind, never to forget the numbers when
thinking of the percentages, nor the percentages when
thinking of the numbers. This last is difficult to those
whose daily experience or whose imagination bringsvividly
before them the trials and sorrows of individual lives.
They refuse to set off and balance the happy hours of the
same class, or even of the same people, against these
miseries; much less can they consent to bring the lot of
other clases into the account, add up the opposing figures,
and contentedly carry forward a credit balance. In the
arithmetic of woe they can only add or multiply, they
cannot subtract or divide. In intensity of feeling such as
this, and not in statistics, lies the power to move the world.
But by statistics must this power be guided if it would
movetheworld aright.
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CENTRAL LONDON,

CHAPTER 1.
DESCRIPTIVE.

OF Central London, that is of Soho, St. James's, the Strand,
St. Giles's, and St. George's Bloomsbury, with a population
of about 113,000, full particulars of occupation as well as
class were obtained on the same plan as for East London
and Hackney, and a comparison between the Eastern and
Central districts, based on these particulars, is given further
on (Chap.V.). Thisis averyremarkable district, lying,
if we omit St. Jamessand that part of Bloomsbury which is
north of Oxford Street, within pretty clearly defined bound-
aries. On the south, the Strand; on the west, Regent
Street; on the north, Oxford Street and Holborn; on the
east, Lincoln's Inn Fields, New Inn and the Law Courts.
Through the streets that form three of its sdes the life of
all London rushes, on the fourth sde there is no life, but
a subdued sillness as one approaches the stronghold and
domain of the law.

Till recently this district was cleft by very few thorough-
fares, and cabs, seeking to cross it crept through narrow
streets with many turnings. Long Acre started well, but
led at last only to the turnstiles of Lincoln's Inn Fields.
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The making of Wellington Street and widening of Bow
Street opened a route from Waterloo Bridge to Oxford
Street, but it was left to very recent times to make the
cleavage effective, to let in the outer world, and to depose
Seven Dials as a centre in favour of Cambridge Circus, the
point at which Shaftesbury Avenue and Charing Cross
Road intersect. So new is this that it is hardly done.
Who among my readers has heard of Cambridge Circus?
Who has not heard of Seven Dials? Seven Dials may be
deposed, but Cambridge Circus has not yet taken its place.
Norintruth can it ever take the place from which Seven
Dials has been ousted, for that is a place which shall be
known no more.

Neither Shaftesbury Avenue, nor Charing Cross Road,
nor Cambridge Circus belong in sentiment to the locality,
any more than Regent Street, Oxford Street, or the Strand;
along them all flows a larger but an alien life to that which
found its centre in Seven Dials. In spite of the great
gashes so near its heart, the separate life of the district still
survives. Leave any of the great streets | have mentioned,
step but fifteen paces, and you find yourself in another
world, with another people—other habits, other thoughts,
and other manners seem to prevail. First comes darkness
and a sense of stillness and peace after the rattle and
blaze of the great streets, and then suddenly at the
turn of another corner you are at once plunged into the
life and spirit of the district itself. You have perhaps
reached Walker's Court and Berwick Street, the brightest
spot surely in all London on a Saturday night, or you are
in Little Earl Street, one of the spokes of the Seven Dials
wheel, or it may be that you have tumbled on the remains
of old Clare Market. The people crowd the streets, along
which no vehicle dreams of passing, chatting with each
other, chaffering with the sellers, buying what they want
or looking on while others buy. The air is bright with
flaring lights and resonant with voices. The street is
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occupied by a double line of " costers™ barrows and three
slowly flowing streams of passers-by, one on each side-
walk, in the narrow space left between the wares pushed
forward by the shops and those displayed on the barrows;
a space so restricted and so fully occupied by sellers and
buyers that no one dse (unless indeed he be a student of
such doings) will attempt the passage; while in the wider
space between barrow and barrow in the centre of the
street those stroll along who are not immediately concerned
in the traffic.

The noisiest sellers are those who sell meat. They shout
to the general "buy, buy, buy, BUY,BUY ," repeated rapidly
with a sharpening of the sound on each repetition of the
word till the last rings like blow of hammer upon steel.
But to the particular they address soft words—" Now, my
dear, what can | do for you?"—or confidential recommenda-
tion of some particular bit of meat. Where there is one
butcher's shop another is always close by, and between-
whiles the men will shout loud chaff to their rival over the
way, with seemingly an inexhaustible supply of scathing
joke arid repartee, taken and given with perfect geniality in
the very best cockney spirit, suggesting somewhat the old
days of " Chepe" with frolicsome apprentices crying "what
dye lack?"

Among the crowds about Walker's Court and Berwick
Street there are few signs of great poverty, none of abject
want. The people are mixed in class, but those who are
evidently comfortably off preponderate. The stalls for
supplying necessaries, or e very-day luxuries, are interspersed
with those where nick-nacks are sold, household ornaments,
cheap jewellery, children's toys. The children often come
a-marketingwith their mothers, and one seesthem returning
laden with their share of the spoils, embracing a doll or
some child's treasure in their arms or lightening the
contents of a screw of sweetmeats. As you go city-ward
there is more poverty; more at Seven Dials than to the
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west of Shaftesbury Avenue, and more again at Clare
Market. But nowhere in Central London can such sights
be seen as are too common in South as well as in East
London; such evident utter poverty amongst those who
seek to lay out their money to best advantage in the streets.
In Central London, as elsewhere, the poorest are the last
to make their purchases. They are latest on Saturday
night, and those who do not buy till Sunday morning
seem poorer still. Prices are lower; the best of everything
has been sold to those who have more money, and it is
the surplus that is taken by the very poor. Itis adismal
sight, this final choice of the unfortunate; yet even
amongst them on Sunday morning | have seen a ragged
child holding on with one hand to its mother's shabby skirt
while with the other it grasped a penny toy.

The dark side of the district lies about Drury Lane.
From Seven Dials going east the tone gets lower and
lower till we reach that black patch consisting of Macklin
Street, Shelton Street, Parker Street, described fully
inVol.Il. Shelton Street has now been demolished,
and parts of the other two are destroyed or scheduled for
destruction. The change proceeds so fast that what was
already is not, and much of what still is, will perhaps no
longer be before these lines are in print. From this spot,
through Great Wild Street and Vere Street, past old Clare
Market to the Law Courts, we have at any rate nothing
worse to encounter, but it is to be feared that the clear-
ances made and making are being, and will be, paid for by
the further degradation of the district towards the Strand,
and that the patches of dark-blue which may there be seen
on the map will tend to become black. They must then in
their turn be scheduled and pulled down.

Eastward of Seven Dials lie many groups of common
lodging-houses. These are similar to those of East London,
and more will be said about them in another chapter. [I»
some live sandwich-men, loafers, and the most casua of
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casual labourers; other houses are the resort of ticket-of e
leave men, and those who have been, or sooner or later will
become, acquainted with prison life. Others accommodate
the lowest of women, and some again provide double
accommodation.

Westward of Shaftesbury Avenue and Charing Cross
Road there is a network of streets mostly " mixed with
poverty," but rarely consistently poor, or very poor. The
poor are dispersed amongst those who are better off.
There are a few small streets and courts where everyone
is poor—some dark-blue and some light-blue spots upon
the map — but the neutral tint prevails. Poverty in
these streets usually goes by floors; the poorest people,
often extremely poor, are to be found at the top of the
houses, and as you descend floor by floor the position
mends.

Rents are everywhere very high; ground-rents are enor-
mous, and asleases fall in many-storeyed dwellings rise into
the sky. Business purposes continually claim further
accommodation, and it is not easy to see how rents can fall.
The most that can be hoped is that rather better accommo-
dation for the same rent should be provided in the new
blocks than was found in the old-fashioned houses. But
those whose wages are docked by the payment of 6s a
week for a single room look with not unnatural jealousy
upon the space occupied by breweries or factories, which
they think might be better located elsewhere, leaving more
room for the accommodation of those whose work cannot
be moved, and who cannot move far from their work. In
addition, there is a growing demand in some trades hitherto
carried on in the homes for the provision of workshops by
the employer, so as to free the home from the contamina-
tion of the work.

Near Regent Street, and to some extent near Oxford
Street, one becomes conscious of the inward pressure of the
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great shops; some seeking to compensate for insufficient
frontage by extensions to the rear, and others establishing
workshops within easy reach; while here and there are
found enterprising firms in the small streets close to
Regent Street, who abandon altogether appeals to the
eye through the shop-front of a leading thoroughfare, trust-
ing to their high reputation to bring customers to their
doors and lure them within.  These encroachments do but
affect the very outside of the district. The main influence
of the great shops on it comes from their workpeople, who
represent a hundred trades, but amongst whom tailors and
boot-makers are the most numerous. Of these something
is said in the next chapter. Similarly the Hotels and
Clubs, which mostly lie outside our boundaries, affect the
district through the lives of those who serve therein.
Waiters, most of them foreigners, are a very large, and on
the whole well-to-do class, saving their money with an eye
to returning to their French or German homes. So, too, the
theatres on the side of the Strand are centres of employ-
ment for a great variety of people. Artists and artisans,
costumiers and wig-makers, ballet-girls, chorus-singers, and
other supers, and before and after Christmas many children
find profitable employment inthe pantomimes. There are,
too, the deplorable "sandwich-men," and lower still the
cab-touts.  Covent Garden, elsewhere described, isthe great
fount of low-class labour, not only as regards the market
porters, but as the centre from which hundreds of coster-
mongers and street sellers work their trade. At the
junction of Regent Street' and Coventry Street, by
Piccadilly Circus, prostitution has its principal market,
holding high-change at the hour when the theatres close;
but except for the foreign women, many of whom live
in the Soho neighbourhood, this disgraceful traffic is
not particularly connected with the inhabitants of Central
London.
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Thebright and busy life for which the Hotels and Theatres
exist, which supports the fashionable shops, and which
fills the roadways with an endless stream of carriages and
cabs and the footwalks at all times of the day and far into
the night with a well-dressed crowd, is altogether outside
of the Central London we have been attempting to describe.
Those who enjoy this life come on pleasure bent, with
money in their pockets, from all parts of London, from all
parts of England, and from all parts of the world. They
come and they go; and are divorced from the sense of
responsibility which arises naturally from living in the
reflected light of our past actions and pursued by their
consequences.  Extravagance, which is the exception in
the life of each individual, becomes the rule in a state of
things which is the sum of these exceptions. The result is
a strange world; at best, not altogether wholesome; at
worst, inexpressibly vicious. Domestic virtues have no very
definiteplace in it, and moral laws are too often disregarded.
There results, to some extent, a malign influence upon
those who live to supply the many needs of these gay way-
farers. Imposition of all kinds is passed over with a shrug
for the sake of present ease. Money will be given to the
dishonest beggar or bullying tout whose face the giver will
never see again. Partly perhaps as a result of this influ-
ence, the population of the district differs much in character
from that of East or South London, or probably that of any
other part. So say those of the clergy who have experience
which enables them to make the comparison. Its people
are, it is said, more conscious. If they are bad, they know
it; if they are poor, they feel it more., They are clever,
ingenious talkers, and if they beg are astute beggars.
They are interesting enough, but from the point of view of
the Church, very difficult " to get hold of." Perhaps they
may at times have the best of an argument relied on to
convince them of their errors.
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Nor is the struggle of different sects over these poor
souls conducive to anything but evil.. Those who are
hunted up in their homes on a Sunday morning by the
emissaries of five or six religious bodies are not likely to
be spiritually impressed by any. Religious services cannot
be expected to do much good to those who attend them
only to qualify for charitable assistance, or even, though this
is less objectionable, if their simple motive isto enjoy the
meal of tea and buns which often follows. The competition
of organized societies is further aggravated in evil effect by
the efforts of many West End philanthropists who choose
St. Giles's as afield of independent charitable work.

Such is the heart and core of Central, or rather of West
Central, London. Add to it the outlying parts north of
Oxford Street and to the south-west of Regent Street (as
is done in the tables of our statistics), and we include every
grade in English Society living in every class of city
dwelling from Buckingham Palace to Kennedy Court;
every kind of Club from Brook'sto the commonest " doss"
house; every description of establishment for public
entertainment from the Cafe Royal to the humblest eel-pie
shop; and strike in fact all the familiar contrasts embodied
in the words " St. Giles's and St. James's.”

The East Central district is the City itself, of which
any specia description is beyond my purpose. It is,
however, included in the larger area which may truly
be called "Centrd" London to-day. For the limits of
this area we may take on the south, the Thames from
Westminster Bridge to the Tower; and on the north,
a semicircle following the line ~f Regent Street, Euston,

. A clergyman who took a mission chapel in this district some years ago
was astonished to find no fewer than thirty regular communicants, but it
turned out that these people had received most of the alms the mission
distributed. He changed the system, and the number attending dropped
to two; the others " could get more elsewhere.”
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Pentonville, and City Roads, Great Eastern Street and
Commercial Street. Reaching London from north, and
west and east, the railways for the most part touch, but
do not cross, this semicircle; and the southern lines, with
one exception, are content if they can deliver their
passengers on the northern bank of the river. The one
exception, which passes its trains under the very shadow of
St. Paul's and discharges its passengers at Holborn, in
the actual centre of the map, was most dearly paid for.
Even tramcars infringe but little on this charmed circle;
within it plies the omnibus, but it is still more essentially
the sphere of the hansom cab.

A hundred and fifty years ago the limits of this district
on the north were far in the fields. Through fields the
roads ran from St. Mary-le-bone through Tottenham Court
to Battle Bridge, where is now King's Cross, and thence to
where the " Angel" still guards the northern gates, and on
again through thefieldsof Finsbury to join the New North
Road, which bounded Hoxton on the west, and so south-
ward, skirting Moorfields, to London Wall at Moorgate.
Where Great Eastern Street has in recent years been cut
through densely packed houses, was then open fields, but
Petticoat Lane, alongside of which runs Commercial Street,
was doubtless then as now the market for East London,
and the home of the Israelite. It was not until the end of
last century that Lamb's Conduit and White Conduit
Fields, extending from Marylebone to Sadler's Wells, were
built upon, and the northern limits of London extended as
far as those of its central pait to-day. At that time the
inner ring was less clearly defined than now; for Regent
Street did not exist to mark its western boundary, and
the line of Oxford Street and Holborn was broken near
St. Giles's, where New Oxford Street has since been cut
through a mass of small streets. But there was no need to
consider the question of inner and outer rings when a
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measured mile from the river bank covered almost the
whole of London.

This area was formerly set about with great religious
houses. The buildings are for the most part gone, though
we may still worship in the Temple Church, or meditate in
the chapel and cloisters of Charterhouse; and in Clerkenwell,
St. John's Gate, the actual gate of the once world-famous
hospital of St. John of Jerusalem, still sands and links the
armed priests of old with the ambulance dasses of to-day;.
but over the whole district the names of streets and alleys,
parishes and churches, carry us back to the days before the
change of faith.

One wonders how much the people who hurry along our
crowded streets know of the history attaching to the names
so often on their lips—some perhaps a good deal, most of
them probably something, and at least it is good that the
names should be preserved, in accordance with that wise
conservatism which does not desire to expunge or to forget,
and that large and generous spirit which, while hallowing the
place where the noble victims of the Bloody Queen laid
down their lives, reverences no less the old abode of those
steadfast Carthusians who endured the worst her father
could inflict, sooner than be unfaithful to their duty. The
good fathers and the earnest reformers scarcely appreciated
each other, but to both alike we make the reparation of a
monument so long as we continue to name Smithfield and
the Charterhouse.

Here, where memories lie thickest, our life presses most.
He who dreams among these old names, awakes to find
himself in the busy market of Whitecross Street, or lost in
the dreadful labyrinth of courts between Goswell Road and
Old Street. Or he may come to himself in the colony of

. By ahappy inspiration, the rooms in the gateway have been dHected
(or theheadquarter! of the &. John's Ambulance Association.
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[talian organ-grinders on Saffron Hill, or surrounded by the
tall walls of some great group of modern dwellings seven
storeys high. Change marches fast over this neighbour-
hood ; afresh survey was needed for our map in 1889, and
now two years later it is already somewhat out of date.

The population of Clerkenwell has altered much in char-
acter of late years. Half a century or so ago, the staple
industries of the parish—watch and clock-making, gold-
beating,, diamond-cutting, and the manufacture of jewellery
—were in a flourishing condition, and throughout this
district masters and journeymen worked and lived in pros-
perity. The trade was almost entirely carried on in private
houses—such as the fine old houses in Red Lion Street—the
manufacturers living on their premises, and using the lower
part for trade purposes, or having occasionaly a workshop
intherear. Now thisis much changed. Under the stress
of cheap foreign production the Clerkenwell trade has
steadily declined. Many of the houses are now used for
other purposes, while in the case of those still devoted to
the old crafts the master-men no longer, as a rule, live
over their shops, and the artisans find their homes
elsewhere. Their place has been taken by a lower class;
policemen, postmen and warehousemen at the top, casua
labourers at the bottom. It may be said that those who
work in Clerkenwell do not seep there, and those who sleep
do not work there. The district is no less respectable, but
is certainly poorer.

Westward of Clerkenwell, beyond Lord Bacon's stately
garden at Gray's Inn, lie the spacious squares and com-
modious streets of Bloomsbury, a district whence fashion
has fled; but so convenient a neighbourhood is it, and
so worthily planned, that it is not easy to sse why South
Kensington should be preferred. Perhaps some day the
world will smile again on Russell Square and take its
pleasure in the galleries of the British Museum.



CHAPTER || .
COVENT GARDEN MARKET.

COVENT GARDEN and its surroundings are replete with
associations of historical interest, and a whole volume
might well be written thereon. Here Inigo Jones "built
the first Piazza known in England; here the poet Dryden,
on account of some verses in his poem of the
"Hind and Panther,” was assaulted by the Mohawks.
In Covent Garden lived Lady Mary Wortley Montague,
and gathered round her the assembly of wits that have
handed her name down to posterity. The coffee-houses
round teem with recollections of Johnson, Garrick, Gold-
smith, Reynolds, Foote, Sheridan, Theodore Hook, and
many other notabilities. Hard by, in Bow Street, Fielding
administered justice, while under the Piazza, Lely, Kneller,
Thomhill and Hogarth painted or exhibited their pictures.
Here, too, in front of St. Paul's Church, were erected the
hustings for the Westminster Election, the scene of many
a hard-fought political battle. From these topics, however,
we must turn to consider the market itself.

Covent Garden, which is of course a corruption of Con-
vent Garden, was originally an enclosure used by the
Abbots of Westminster as a burial place for their Convent.
When the dissolution of tjie monasteries took place, the
property came into the possession of the Duke of Somerset,
on whose attainder in 1552 it reverted to the Crown. It
was then granted to John Russell, Earl of Bedford, under
the description of " Covent Garden, lying in the parish of
St. Martin's-in-the-Fields, next Charing Cross, with seven
acres called Long Acre, of the yearly value of six pounds
six shillings and eightpence." At first an open space with
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green fields, it perhaps afforded pasturage for a few cattle;
it was, at any rate, the favourite resort of the young men of
London and Westminster, for purposes of recreation, for
even as late as the time of Gay, we have a graphic account,
from the pen of that poet, of a game of football played
there.

No precise date can be fixed for the establishment of the
market. It is probable that asthe City of London began to
spread westward of Temple Bar, the green fields behind
Bedford House, which then stood facing the Strand, were
occupied by itinerant vendors of fruit and vegetables, who
found it a convenient spot for the sde of their wares, owing
to its close proximity to the two cities. Taking advantage
of the idea, the then Earl of Bedford, as owner of the
property, in the year 1632 commenced to set up market
buildings, though these at first seem to have been little
more than wooden sheds. In 1638 Inigo Jones built the
church of St. Paul, " the handsomest barn in England.” It
is narrated (in Watford's " Old and New London") that
when the Earl sent for Inigo he told him that he wanted a
chapel for the parishioners of Co vent Garden, but added
that he would not go to any considerable expense. " In
short," said he, " | would have it not much better than a
barn." " Well, then," replied Jones, " you shall have the
handsomest barn in England.". The Piazza was aso
erected about thistime. Thornton, inhis " Survey of London
and Westminster," published in 1786, says of the Piazza,
that if it had been carried round the square, according to the
original plan of Inigo Jones, it would have rendered Covent
Garden one of the finest squares in Europe. In the early
days of the Georges, the Piazza became a fashionable lounge,
and so popular was it that we are told that for a century
after its erection many of the female children baptized in
the parish were christened Piazza.

. This church was entirely desroyed by fire in 1795, and ancther has
been built on its site
i 13
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In 1671, the Earl of Bedford obtained a patent for the
market, which, growingrapidly in importance, soon became
a very flourishing concern. Strype, writing in 1698,
describes it as held for fruits, herbs, and flowers beneath a
small grove of trees.  The present market, which occupies
all the centre of the square, was built in 1830 by the
sixth Duke of Bedford, the architect being Mr. William
Fowler. It coversaspace of about five acres, which includes
three acres of the chartered market, the rest having been
added subsequently. In addition to this, a building, known
as the New Flower Market, and containing an area of
about thirty thousand feet, has been erected by the late
Duke at the south-east corner of the quadrangle. The
Floral Hall, which stands in the north - east corner
immediately adjoining the opera-house, was erected by
Mr. Gye (when Covent Garden Theatre was rebuilt after
its destruction in 1856), with the view of establishing a vast
central flower market for the Metropolis. The building,
however, was never used for the purposes for which it was
intended, as opening in March, 1860, with a volunteer ball,
it was for many years afterwards employed principally for
concerts. The lease was purchased a few years back by
the Duke of Bedford, and the place is now used for the sale
by auction of foreign fruit or flowers.

The chartered market is regulated by statute,. and the rest
of the market is controlled by the Duke of Bedford's rules,
which conform to the statutory regulations. The owner is
responsible for the cleaning of the market, and the refuseis
regularly removed, but apparently the market is never really
washed down, and very offensive smells, especially in summer
time, frequently arise on account of the trodden-down mass
of decayed vegetable matter. The streets adjoining are
cleansed by the local authorities, and this system of dual con-
trol may possibly account for the nuisance. The Dukp.
through his agents, arranges the use to which the shops
in the market may be put; in the centre row, for instance,

.9 George 1V ., cap. 113,
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for the sake of keeping up a smart appearance, the fruit and
flower shops are as far as possible placed alternately. All
the shops are held on weekly tenancies, an arrangement
which, at first sight, seems astonishing, but which has been
established in order to avoid the formation of any monopoly
or rings by a combination of the tenants.

When a shop becomes empty it is usual to put it up to
tender, but when a tenant dies preference is usually given
in the retaking to the family, provided, of course, there is
anyone capable of carrying on the business. The rents,
which are rarely raised, mostly range from 85sto £5 per week;
though the highest, including offices and cellarage, reaches
£8. 8s, and thelowestisonly 129 weekly. The occupier pays
nothing for water, taxes, repairs or general gas.

The stands in the Flower Market are rented at from
£7 to £10 a year, but this does not include the collectors'
charges. A pitching stand is one on which goods are
pitched for sale; these may be either held yearly or
casually. The growers and yearly tenants usually employ
their own men to unload the carts, but for the casual
stands the unloading is done by the regular market porters,
under the direction of a head porter. The highest rent
for a grower's pitching stand is 1. per sguare foot
uncovered, and Is 3d covered. The rents vary, therefore,
according to the area, from £15 to £22 per annum. Tolls
are paid on casua waggons and on all produce brought
into the markets, other than "that by the growers having
yearly stands. The tolls are practically unchanged since
the year 1661, the standard fae being a halfpenny a
bushel. The highest toll is 2s per waggon, and 2s per cart
laden with evergreens; and the lowest under the Act for a
cart-standing is 4d, or for the same by custom 6d.

From the above facts it will be gathered that the income
pf the market is derived principally from two sources—
from stallage and from tolls. The average receipts
amount to about £25,000 a year, which, deducting £10,000
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a year for expenses, leaves a net income of £15,000 a year
—but against this more than £150,000 has been spent in
buildings alone, since 1828; and much has been done towards
widening the streets in the neighbourhood and in pulling
down houses to enlarge the area around the market. The
crush and block in the market itself and the adjoining
streets, which was formerly a scandal and a nuisance, has
been considerably abated, and as opportunity offers for
further clearances, will, it is to be hoped, disappear almost
entirely. Some years back the Duke, being of opinion that
the market would be better managed by the municipal
authorities, made an offer to the Metropolitan Board of
Works to transfer the market to them, but the negotiation
was never carried through. A similar offer has now been
made to the London County Council, but no definite
arrangement has as yet been arrived at.

The business of the market has been greatly augmented
within the last few years by the increase of foreign produce
and by the development of trade. While, however, the
wholesale business has increased, the retail trade has
rapidly declined and now scarcely exists at all. At one
time it was no uncommon thing to see drawn up in the
market aline of carriages from the West End, the occu-
pants having come to buy fruit and flowers; but now a
carriage is comparatively rarely seen there. The Civil
Service Stores and the excellent fruit and flower shops
which have recently sprung up in the West End, have
practically extinguished this branch of what was once a
flourishingretail trade.

The fruit for the market comes in heavy consignments
from the Channel Islands, all parts of France, Spain, and
Portugal, the Holy Land, the West Indies, and America,
including California, which, during the "off" season in
France, fillsthe ga'o with its pears.  Many other countries
send their productions, and in fact the whole world con-
tributes to the supply of Covent Garden. Theflowersalso
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are sent from a great variety of places, both at home
and abroad.

The English goods come from within aradius of 9to 20
miles of London, and are brought to the market in
vans. The carmen of these vans, leaving their different
nurseries about 5 or 6 o'clock in the evening, arrive about
8 P.M. (though some come a good deal later, arrivingearlyin
the morning) so asto have their goods ready for the 5 o'clock
market, and usually sleep on the boards of their stands—an
uncomfortable arrangement and against regulations, but
apparently the best they can do in the circumstances. Guern-
sey and Jersey send a large quantity of chrysanthemums and
arum lilies which arrive at about 5.30 A.M., by the South
and Great Western Railway vans, and Paris and Nice
furnish heavy consignments of Neapolitan violets and white
lilac, which come in three or four times a week by the
London, Chatham, and Dover Railway. A wonderful trade
in narcissi, camellias, daffodils, & c, is done with the Scilly
I'slands.

The Flower Market is open from5 A.M. to 9 A.M. on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, between the months of
September and A pril, for the sde of plantsand cut-flowers;
on Monday, "Wednesday, and Friday during the same
months it is open from 7 A.M. to 9 A.M. for the sale of
cut-flowers only; during the rest of the year it is open
daily from4A.M.t09A.M. for the sde both of plants and
cut-flowers.

The scene in this market in the early morning is a
remarkable one, full of activity and bustle. It is worth a
visit even in the winter months, and especially on Christmas
Eve, but it isin summer, during the height of the fruit and
flower season, that it is seen at its best.

As we approach the market in the early dawn of a
Bummer's morning we find most of.the adjoining streets
filled with carts. Formerly the streets were well nigh
impassable even for foot-passengers, but owing to the
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clearances lately made, both on the side of Bow Street
and of Henrietta Street, there is now good standing ground
for the larger part of the carts in the market itself. Still,
even now we sometimes have to creep under a cart to make
our way across the street, and vehicular traffic is of course
an impossibility. Under the porch of St. Paul's Church
an old man is selling a curious but much patronized con-
coction of eelsinwater. This mixture does notlook inviting,
so we politely decline his invitation to refresh ourselves,
and passon. At Lockhart's Coffee Tavern, under the Piazza,
where a roaring trade is proceeding, we regale ourselves
with a good cup of coffee and a roll. The shops in the
Central Avenue are not yet open, and the auctions in the
Floral Hall do not begin till much later, but the side
avenues are filled with fruit and vegetable sellers, and the
Flower Market is in all its glory. Few sights can be
prettier than the one it presents when it first opens in the
morningin summer. Brilliantflowersof all hues and kinds
are ranged upon the stands, while the rising sun lights
up the whole scene. The agents and foremen of the
different shops in the market are hurrying from stand to
stand, buying the flowers that they think will sell. They
enter their purchases, prices, &c, in small note-books
which are provided on the spot by hawkers of such wares.
There is an old man in the market who goes about with a
heap of note-books and pencils for sale, and it is marvellous
how he manages to carry so many. We heard him offer
six note-books for sale for 3d. He has done this business
in the market for twenty rears, and makes, we should say,
judging from the amount of his custom, a good thing out
of it. We wend our way along with some difficulty, having
to keep our wits about us to avoid the porteresses carrying
their big baskets of flowers, and the porters with baskets
heaped up one above the other on their heads. Sometimes
acollision or a stumble causes these baskets to fall, and as
they are laden they not unfrequently give severe bruises



CONVENT GARDEN MARKET. 19

to the unwary passer-by. Here and there we come upon a
collector gathering the tolls, or a sub-collector or inspector
remonstrating with someone who isinfringing the rules of
the market. Busy as the scene is, we are struck by the
good temper and good humour apparent on all sides. At
about 8 o'clock the shops on the centre avenue are beginning
to take down their shutters. By this time the stands in
the Flower Market are nearly denuded of flowers, most of
which have been already bought. At 8.30 awarning bell
is rung, for at 9 A.M. the buyers must leave the Flower
Market. If anyone attempts to linger after that hour, he
is hustled out by the police. Towards closing timewe have
been perpetually asked by the stand-keepers if we will not
buy thisor that flower, and we have always returned from our
matutinal visits to the market, with one, two, or three pots
presented to us by our friends from the stock they have
been unable to sell.

The work of the people in the market is hard enough, as
may be gathered from the account of aday given by a shop
foreman. In winter he gets to work at 5 A.M., and in
summer at 3.30 A.M. ; hebuysand sellsinthe Flower M arket
till 9 A.M., when he goes to his shop in the centre avenue;
he works there till 8 in the evening, unless, indeed, he has
to do the decorations for a ball or some other festivity.
When royalty goes to the theatres in the neighbourhood he
has to take flowersthere for them, such flowers being paid
for by the theatre people. [Of course it is needless to say
that he does not work at high pressure the whole of this
time, for he has plenty of leisure for meas during the
slack hours; heis, however, practically on duty the whole
stime.]

Saff—The managing staff of the market consists
of a superintendent. collectors, sub - collectors, office
clerks, attendants, and constables, who are paid by the
Duke. The collectors look after the rents and tolls, while
the sub-collectors are mainly responsible for the general
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order of the market and for seeing that the laws and bye-
laws are carried out.

Shopkeepers—The tenants of the shops may be taken
next, and of these it may suffice to say that they are as a
rule a well-to-do class, whose tenancies often extend over
along period of years, and not unfrequently descend from
father to son. Some of them have made considerable
fortunes. One instance there is of an old gentleman who
had amassed £20,000. The wages of the shop employees
vary from one to two guineas a week.

Growers—At the time of this inquiry forty-five cart or
waggon stands in the market were set apart for growers,
and of these thirty-two were regularly occupied. The
remaining stands are usually taken by casua growers,
who generally come from within a radius of nine miles of
London. The casua carts and waggons are very much the
more numerous. Many, if not most, of these men are
members of the Market Gardeners, Nurserymen and
Farmers' Association, the objects of which appear to be the
protection and promotion of the common interests of the
classes embraced, and their relief in distress.

Commission Salesmen and Higglers—The former act for
the grower for the time being, but are not themselves pro-
ducers. The higglers, or middlemen, are on the alert as
early as 4 A.M., taking note of how the things are being
sold from the vans, and purchasing lots accordingly.

Porters—There are between 700 and 800 licensed porters
regularly employed in the market, and all of these are
supposed to wear a badge,, which any man recommended
as sober and honest may obtain at the Bedford Estate
Office by payment of 1s 6d. This sum will be refunded to
him when he gives up his badge, provided the latter is not

injured. These badges should, according to the regulations,
be worn on the arms, bat during our early visits to the
markets we observed that this rule was not strictly
carried out, as many of the porters seem either ashamed or
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unwilling to wear them openly, but keep them in their
pockets, ready to be produced if necessary. As these
badges are issued to protect the public from fraud, it is a
pity, both in the interests of the men and of those who
employ them, that they are not more generally referred to,
for there are numerous loafers and cadgers who hang about
the market on the chance of ajob, ready to steal whenever
occasion serves, and under the system as at present carried
out it is very difficult, if not impossible, to detect them.
The licensed porters, too, sometimes unwisely play into
the hands of the unlicensed hangers-on by refusiug to carry
wet loads, thus compelling the sellersto send for an outside
man to do the work.

Of the licensed porters, some are constantly employed in
the shops, and so practically receive regular wages, but with
most the earnings are very irregular. In the summer a
casua porter may occasionally take as much as £2 or £3 a
week about the market, while in the winter he drops to Is
or even nothing. He may, indeed, endeavour to increase
his earnings by working as an assistant (scene-shifter, & c),
at the adjoining theatres at night, but often he degenerates
into the mere loafer after his morning's work, and not
unfrequently spends the remainder of the day in the
public-house.

The porters are hard-worked during the market hours.
Their usual charge is 2d a turn, though this depends
somewhat on the size of the load.  Some years since the
porters started a benefit club, which flourished for awhile,
but subsequently failed in consequence of mismanagement.
They have now formed a union, and apparently desired
that none but men willing to join the union should have
tickets issued to them. This condition was refused by the
Duke, who, while not objecting to the men belonging to
the union, would not allow it to be made a qualification for
obtaining abadge. This society, but recently formed, is at
present only strong enough to partly prevent the unlicensed
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porter working in the market, as formerly. The object of
the union is to obtain a monopoly, and to secure a higher
rate of pay for carrying. Women are not admitted to
membership.

Of the casual porters it is impossible to estimate the
number, as there are no lists by which to identify them,
and the nature of their work is variable, while their atten-
dance is often irregular.

Among these people there are some distressing cases.
We came across one man who, for some months at
least in the year, was in regular receipt of 35s a week
in the market, but never brought home a penny to
his wife, spending the whole of it on his own pleasures.
He rarely visited his home, and only when he wanted some-
thing. His wife in the meantime supported herself and
family by sellingflowersin the street. In contrast to this
sad story, we have another of a porter in the market who,
by his industry and providence, supports an invalid wife.
When his morning's work is over he returns home to his
wife, who is almost completely paralyzed, and spends the
rest of his day in household work. Wo can testify to his
efficiency in this last-mentioned work; the room is scrupu-
lously clean in every respect, and is indeed a model of what
a poor man's home may be.

In the Flower Market women porters are employed.
They aso are licensed, and have a badge intended to be
worn suspended from the waist, outside the apron, on the
left-hand side. The women charge 1%d or 2d a tarn for
the plants, which they carry on their heads in baskets to
the vans outside. These baskets hold about twelve plants
each. The earnings of the porteresses are usually from 6s
to 12s a week..

Many women are employed in the market during the
fruit season as pea pickers, asparagus tiers, walnut shellers.

. A vary complete list is kept at the market office containing the names
and addreses of thelicensad portersand porteresses
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& c, but these people during the rest of the year have to
get on as best they can. They are paid by the piece, viz.
so much on each pint shelled or each bundle tied.

Costers and Flower Girh.—These hardly come within the
definition of people employed in the market, but aword or
two may be said regarding them. The costers arrive in
the market between 6 and 7 A.M., paying Is to enter. If
they stand and sell in the market they have to pay another
Is, but usually they load up their barrows and start oE to
hawk in the streets. We are informed that they are never
interfered with when moving, nor yet while standing still if
they are really serving a customer. The flower girls come
into the market about 8 o'clock, and buy up the flowers
remaining unsold. These, of course, they are able to get
cheaply, the grower being anxious to dispose of them.

The people employed in the market are of severa
nationalities, and include not a few Jews. They are, as a
rule, a hard-working lot, but lead a very hand-to-mouth
life. The nature of their business, in addition to the
causes common to all classes alike, may make it difficult
for them to be provident, but it must be regretted that
there is so little thrift among them; as regards sobriety,
it is asserted that the porters and others employed in the
market are not less sober than the rest of their class. The
work isoften very heavy and the hours early, which probably
conduces to the considerable amount of nipping which goes
on. We have visited the market at all hours of the early
morning, and though we cannot bear witness to any case of
drunkenness, nearly every one we spoke to smelt of some-
thing stronger than tea or coffee, and many were stupid and
thick of speech.

The shutting up by the Duke of the public-houses in the
immediate neighbourhood of the market has been pro-
ductive of much good. Formerly,, when there were many
public-houses close to the market, the porters could run in
and out of them almost at will, but now they Lave to think
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twice, because they may very likely lose a job by leaving
their work to go the necessary distance.

Although a large number of the workers in Covent
Garden, by the nature of their work, are compelled to
reside in its immediate neighbourhood, many others live
far from it, and an inquiry into the circumstances of all
those connected with the market would extend over
the greater part of the metropolitan area. School boys
of Battersea, exhausted by early morning work at the
market, fail in their tasks; whilst inmates of common
lodging-houses at Notting Hill have a weary tramp to
bring their stock of flowers in pots from the market. In the
course of our inquiries we went to visit a friend, who for
some years had aliving in the neighbourhood, but who has
since removed to a district some considerable distance away.
In asking for information about the porters, & c, of the
market, we remarked that we hoped he would not mind our
visit, as now he had done withthe market. “Donewiththe
market!" he exclaimed, " Why, my good fellow, | have the
market people all round me here, and shall have them
wherever | go in London or its suburbs. | shall never have
done with Covent Garden Market."

In concluding this article on the work and associations of
Covent Garden, we must acknowledge the material assistance
afforded by Dr. Walford's " Old and New London/! Mr.
Timbs's " Curiosities of London/® the First Eeport of the
Royal Commission on Market Rights and Tolls, and other
works, while our best thanks are due to all with whom we
have come in contact during our inquiries. It has at times
been a matter of difficulty to elucidate truth from a mass of
conflicting reports, but from all we have met.with unvarying
kindness and readiness to answer questions to the best of
their knowledge.



CHAPTERI I |
COMMON LODGING-HOUSES.

IN studying the picture of London poverty set forth in
varied colours on the map, the eye readily notices those
black spots which betoken a miserable combination of
poverty, vice and crime. If a more minute acquaintance
is made with these dark places it will be found that in not
afew of them, houses exist for accommodating the poorer
classes of Her Mgjesty's subjects, and known as " Regis-
tered Common Lodging-houses.”. These houses are under
the control of thelocal authority, which in the Metropolis
is the Commissioner of Police, and are subject to periodical
inspection by officers appointed for the purpose. They may
be visited by these officers at any hour of the day or night,
and they exist under strict conditions as to tho number of
lodgers that may be received, as to propriety regarding the
separation of the sexes; as to the proper furnishing of the
rooms; as to cleanliness, ventilation and other sanitary
arrangements.  Would that these regulations were always
rigidly enforced! Sick persons can, at the option of the
"deputy " in charge, beremoved to the hospital orinfirmary,
and it is comparatively rare that anyone dies in a common
lodging-house. The keepers also may be required to report
regarding beggars and vagrants, but this provision is of
little avail, if indeed it is ever made use of; they are aso
forbidden, under severe penalties, not always very effectual,
to harbour thieves and such bad characters.

. There isno legal definition of a common lodginghouse, ether in Ads
of Parliament or judicial dedsons but it, may be roughly defined to be a
house in which beds arelet out by the night 8r by the week, in roomswhere
three or more persons not beonging to the same family may dep at the
smetime.
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The provision to be found in the Metropolis for those
who are "homeless"'—or perhapsit would be more accurate
to say, those who enjoy no family life—has a wide range.
From the luxury of the West End residential club to the
" fourpenny doss" of Bangor Street or Short's Gardens is
but a matter of degree. The club loafer of Piccadilly or
Hyde Park Corner, and the unkempt and ill-clad vagabond
sleeping away the summer day on the grass of St. James's
Park, are often influenced by much the same desire—to
attain the advantages of the associated life without the cares
of housekeeping—and the election which the one has to
undergo to pass as a " clubable" man finds its counterpart
in the unwritten law which makes certain common lodging-
houses accessible only to the " game .uns."

A proportion of those who make their homo in the com-
mon lodging-houses do so of necessity, driven thereto by
poverty, the victims of misfortune, or of irregularity or
slackness of work. But many others voluntarily adopt this
method of life; amongst them are men earning good wages
—artisans, for instance, from the Midlands or the North—
who seek a temporary abode while fulfilling engagements to
work for short periods at a distance from their family or
friends. Some inhabit these houses partly of necessity and
partly of choice; and there are some again who have a
particular motive of their own which differs altogether from
the pressure of poverty, those who find it convenient to be
able to shift their quarters at short notice and to preserve a
stricter incognito than would be compatible with ordinary
family life—individuals, who, abandoning patronymic and
Christian name, adopt a varying soubriquet suited to, or
known by, the company they frequent—passing perhaps as
" the Slasher " in St. Giles's while recognized only as " Sir
Garnett" in the lodging-houses of Westminster.

According to the report of the Chief Commissioner of
Police issued in 1889, there were 995 common lodging-
houses registered in the Metropolis, or, if we include the 5
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houses which are under separate jurisdiction in the City,
there were in the whole of London exactly 1000 houses,
with accommodation in all for 31,651 persons.

It must not be supposed that all these houses, though
under the same law, are of the same type or character.
Some houses, though registered, are not labelled as " lodg-
ing-houses,” but go by the more euphonious name of
" chambers; " and in those of abetter class, are to be found
many young clerks and shop assistants who wish to
husband their resources (instead of a wife), and so be able,
as it is said, " to cut a dash " in some other direction.

Some of the houses even aspire to the appellation of
" hotel," and only differ from an ordinary hotel in the fact
that several young men will occupy the same bedroom. In
such chambers and "hotels" the sitting-rooms and smoking-
rooms are often fairly good and the furniture com-
fortable, while meals of a superior quality are provided
for the "young gentlemen" at prices varying from 4d
to 1s, or even more. Accommodation of this kind is
to be found in the neighbourhood of the large railway
stations about the Euston Road, and near some of the
suburban junctions used by travellers wishing to live
cheaply while spending a few daysintown. Many coffee-
houses too, are registered, and let a few beds in connection
with their other trade, reputably or otherwise—too often
otherwise.

There are also philanthropic institutions, such as servants'
homes—shelters where some payment is required—which
are registered in order to comply with the law,. and others
which, by providing supper, bed and breakfast at a nominal
charge, seek to draw together and bring under religious
influence those who seem to need ministration of all kinds,
and who may be expected to listen more readily when
warmed and fed. It is, however} not with any of these

. Since the decision of the Court of Queen's Bench in the case of the
Salvation Army shelter, this would seem to be no longer necessary.
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that we are here concerned. They have made use of the
law, but it is not for their sake that the law exists.

Still, however, there is, among legitimate specimens, a
considerable variety, the difference showing itself in the
character of the occupants and being connected in a general
way with the neighbourhood in which the houses are
situated.

In parts of South London, for instance, many respectable
single men who are employed in the large engineering
works or elsewhere live permanently in this way. If they
cannot live mote cheaply, they have at any rate more
independence and less responsibility than in ordinary lodg-
ings. In East London, too, there are houses similarly
occupied by dock labourers and warehouse porters in fairly
regular employment. The difference in the character of
these houses and their occupants in different localities is
shown by the extent of their interconnection with pauper-
ism, for while in certain unions the workhouse population
is recruited largely from their inmates, in other districts,
where aso common lodging-houses are found, little or no
such connection is to be traced. But the variation is still
more marked if the houses are considered individually, and
the more scattered they lie the more the individuality
asserts itself, so that in a general way it may be said that
where they are found in groups they mostly display those
characteristics which we now propose to describe.

Our study of the facts applies mainly to the following
groups of common lodging-houses :—

Central London, about 80 Housss in &. Giless and the Strand.

East ” . 150 Whitechapd.

South N ., M R Southwark.

West . 5, 'Westminger.

West M "l 55 Hotting Hill
f75

. The part of London popularly known as Westminger, lying to the south
and wegt of the Abbey.



COMMON LODGING-HOUSES. 200

and applies in greatest detail to the Central London section,
as will be seen further on.

In houses, such as we are concerned with, the kitchen is
the common living room and provides the attraction of free
social intercourse. A bright coke fire is kept burning day
and night for cooking and general use. The furniture of
this room, strong and of the roughest description, consists
of a long table occupying the centre of the room, with
wooden benches on either side, and perhaps a few common
chairsin addition. The cooking apparatus provided is of
the simplest kind. A few frying-pans or gridirons serve
in turn to prepare for table, herring, saveloy, rashers, steak,
or other form of food belonging to a succession of guests.
The quality or quantity of such food betokens as often
reckless extravagance as extreme poverty, while the limited
number of cooking utensils is often a source of discord. Of
crockery there is next to none; a few oldjam pots will often
be the only provision for tea or coffee. Tin teapots are
usually provided, but smaller articles, such as cutlery, are too
portable to be used in common, and clasp knives will be
produced from the pocket; spoons are not always thought
of, and we have ample illustration of the fact that fingers
were made before forks, whilst an old newspaper will often
supply the want of a plate. Seated on and around the
tables are to be seen groups of men engaged in games of
chance or skill with dice or cards of an ancient appear-
ance, or in recounting anecdotes and experiences too often
ill-fitted for polite ears, varied with song, dance, and
discussion—political or theological—while beer, gin, and
tobacco abound. As the evening wears on, or morning
approaches, the occupants drop off one by one to the sleeping
rooms. These are usually, though not always, well-ventilated
and contain rows of small iron bedsteads, arranged asin hospital
wards, only closer together, the number in each room being
carefully adapted to the cubic space required by law. The
bedsteads are provided with mattress, rug or blanket, and

X. 14
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sometimes also with sheets, which are changed once aweek.
Somewhere about the premises, oftenest in an outside shed,
thereisasupply of water, washing tubs, and towels for gen-
eral use, and other conveniences are generally adequate. For
the class of housss we are describing, the prices vary from
3d to 6d a night, the most usual charge being 4d. To
each applicant for anight's lodging are given two numbers,
one the number of hisbed and the other of theroom. Pay-
ment isrequired in advance, but some credit will be given
to well-known customers who can be trusted to pay as
circumstances permit. Weekly payment secures areduction,
equal usually to one night or " Sunday free." Any person
able to pay can obtain a night's lodging, no question is
asked, and names are not taken. A man may lodge for
yearsin a house and only be known to the landlord or his
"deputy” by the number of the bed he occupies or a
nickname given by the other lodgers. The landlord under-
takes no responsibility for the safety of a lodger's clothing
or other property, unless specially deposited with him, and
anything brought to the house is at the owner'srisk. A
man must be very sharp to remain long in such places
without being the victim of some petty theft, and it some-
times happens that people are robbed of all their clothing
while adeep in bed.

All dasss of the poor, from A through B and 0 to D
and E, that is, from the disorderly non-industrial dasses
upwards through the casually and irregularly employed to
those in receipt of constant pay, are to be found in these
houses, but there can be no doubt that class A, the non-
industrial and disorderly, predominates, and that classes B,
0, D, and B, will each in turn account for a decreasing
proportion.

In the large group of common lodging-houses which we
find in St. Clement's, Hotting Hill, a considerable number
of the inmatesbelong to dasses B and 0, and appear to earn
a precarioua living by hawking flowers, both cut and in pots,
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in the wealthy district of South Kensington, and by hay-
making, fruit and hop-picking, while a still larger number,
undoubtedly of class A, gain a livelihood by begging or
levying blackmail as best they can in such localities as
Queen's Gate, Gloucester Road, and Cromwell Road. They
prow! about the richer squares or terraces, and round the
stationsof the District Railway Company, and too easilyimpose
on the soft-hearted by glibtales of woe. Inthisgroup, and
still more in that belongingto Westminster, are to be found
discharged soldiers, as to whom more will be said in the
next chapter. It would seem that they are mostly to be
found in those houses which have for keeper or deputy a
manwho has aso been in the service. Takingthe group of
houses which exist in St. Giles's and round Covent Garden
Market, we find that many of those who inhabit them are
casual porters or labourers about the market, or small
hawkers of fruit and flowers, while proximity to thetheatres
and advertising establishments makes these houses a con-
venient home for " Sandwich men" earning Isor Is2d a
day, or for those finding employment as theatrical " supers"
at Is 6d a night. There are also many chances of picking
up sixpence or ashilling by finding carriages or calling cabs,
which tend to make the neighbourhood of the Strand
attractiveto the denizens of the common lodging-house. In
the Whitechapel district many porters and dock labourers
would seem to reside permanently in these houses, which,
there as elsewhere, are the resort of the most brutal of
their class. The houses in Southwark do not seem to
show any peculiar features; their character is certainly no
better.

While there are among the inhabitants of these houses
many who never do an honest day's work of any kind, but
live by gambling, thieving, or fraud, spending their lives
alternately in the common lodging-ncuse and the gaol, there
are also a considerable number who excite our utmost pity
i—poor " derelicts of humanity " who, from sheer inability,

i. 14 .
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whether mental or bodily, cannot work, or if they attempt
to work areworse than useless.  These would seem to spend
their lives interchangeably between the common lodging-
house, the night shelter, the casua ward, and the
workhouse.

Herein we find the connection between the inmates of
common lodging-houses and the pauper class, a connection
not to be wondered at. Butthe extent of this connectionis
remarkable. The books of therelieving officerin a Central
London Union show that out of 1518 persons admitted to
the workhouse during the first nine months of 1889, noless
than 746 came direct from common lodging-houses, only 16
came from houses where lodgers are taken in but which are
not registered, 296 from casual wards as homeless persons,
and only 460 from private houses. A similar examination
of the books of an East End Union during four months
ending February 18th, 1890, shows that out of 2654
persons, 1073 were from common lodging-houses; and in
aWest End Union, out of 1065 admitted, 616 came directly
from these houses.

The common lodging-houses for females only would
appear to be almost entirely occupied by women of the
lowest class—thieves, prostitutes, and beggars, with avery
small proportion of casual earners such as crossing-sweepers,
basket-hawkers, charwomen, and, in the Notting Hill
district, washerwomen. With regard to the houses for
" married couples" the less said the better—there may be
exceptions, but for the most part they are simply houses of
accommodation, and a souroe of contamination and degra-
dation to the districts in which they are to be found; only
to be tolerated in so far as, or so long as, their suppression
might encourage still worse developments and exhibitions
of vice. In considering the worst of the common |lodging-
houses, it must notbe forgotten that the streets of
" furnished apartments"” provide a still lower depth, and
that any shelter vice may seek is better than that open
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depravity of the streets, of which we frequently have such
fearful revelations.

In common lodging-houses social distinctions are recog-
nized and even rigidly adhered to. The dass divisions in
this lowest society follow much the same lines as are to be
found in the world outside. Though bearing all alike the
stamp of poverty and suffering, the one as often as the
other under the misfortune of detected crime, a man of
education or literary attainments will hold himself far
above the casual labourer or handicraftsman, and a broken-
down clerk or shop-assistant would hesitate to frequent
the company of common beggars.

Among the better educated section of the class the
employment of addressing envelopes and circulars affords
a means of living. This is the only form of employment
carried on in the common lodging-houses (unless indeed
the lucrative occupation of begging-letter writing, of which
there is no end, be dignified with the name of em-
ployment), and a large number of men, amounting to
some hundreds, are to be found in some of the better
houses in St. Giless and Whitechapel, thus engaged. By
applying to one of the several large firms of envelope
addressers, any man of sufficient education who presents
a fairly respectable appearance can, as occason serves,
obtain his share of the work. A list of addresses is
handed to him with a corresponding number of envelopes
or wrappers. These are taken to the writing room pro-
vided at some of the better-class houses and there
addressed. The pay is usually 3s per 1000; but under a
process of competition, following the accustomed methods
of "sweating," this rate may, when work is dack, be
reduced to 2. 6d or even 2.. This employment, as may be
supposed, is irregular and precarious, being mogt active
at election times. When pressure occurs the work may
continue all night.
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The keepers of the low-class common lodging-houses can
only be said to match the occupants. They, or rather their
deputies, are too often men and women of the lowest grade
whose ideas of morality and conduct are exceedingly
elastic—nor is this to be wondered at, for any householder
can register his house as a common lodging-house provided
he complies with the statutory regulations. The certificate
of character which may be demanded, signed by three
inhabitant householders of the parish, is not difficult to
obtain and is obviously of little value. Moreover it does
not touch, except indirectly, upon the character of the
deputy, the man with whom in most cases the actual
management rests..

Reform in respect of the conditions under which these
houses are registered is much needed, and it is to be
desired that the provisions of the Statutes with regard to
harbouring thieves or reputed thieves, and the exercise of
surveillance over known tramps and vagrants, could be
more uniformly and firmly enforced, as also the regulations
against overcrowding.f Such reform should be in the
direction of a more efficient and careful selection of those
who are registered as keepers, and should be extended
to their deputies. Provision, too, should be made on the
plan adopted in Glasgow, and in some model common
lodging-houses in London, for the presence of " warders,"
or responsible persons to maintain order and decency at
night, or when the houses are crowded. Especia regard
also should be had to construction and means of exit.
Many of these houses are existing side by side with one
another or in close contiguity; and ample facilities exist

. Aninstance has recently occurred of a respectable man giving up a
well-paid situation as keeper of a model lodging-house, owing to the disgust-
ing habits of some of the inmates.

f Spare bedding is too often available for a " shake down" on the floor
after the ingpector's rounds.
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for communication between them at the backs, or in
some instances, certainly not long since, even if they no
longer exist, by underground passages. If any individual
is "wanted" by the police, word is rapidly passed from
house to house, and it is a simple matter to elude pursuit.
A rabbit tracked through the intricate windings of his
"bury" has less chance of escape from a ferret, than a
criminal from the hands of an officer of justice, when
once he has found refuge in certain streets where these
houses lie thick.

It will have been seen that the St. Giles's district of
Central London is one of the principal centres of common
lodging-house life, and during the last four years the
St. Giles's Charity Organization Committee have had under
consideration no less than 255 cases of people frequenting
them; 157 of the number were actually living in these
houses at the time, and either applied for assistance on
their own initiative or were sent by charitable people and
invited to tell their story. The remaining 98, who nearly
all admitted that they had habitually lived in common
lodging-houses, were selected from St. Giles's casual ward
as, primafacie, capable of being assisted. This took place
immediately after the Trafalgar Square excitement (of
which the story is told in the next chapter), when the
current chances of charitable relief seem to have attracted
into the casual wards many of the class usually inhabiting
common lodging-houses. Though facts regarding people
of this description are exceedingly hard to ascertain with
any degree of accuracy, the notes of cases recorded in the
office of the committee make it possible to give some par-
ticulars of them, and they present a sad picture of misery
and hopelessness, of vice and inability. Much trouble and
pains were expended in trying to obtain the fullest in-
formation, as well as endeavouring to raise those who
appeared capable of being helped to a condition of indepen-
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dence. Some refused to give information of any sort,
others gave an inaccurate or false account of themselves,
but some freely disclosed the true story of their lives.
They were all asked to give names and addresses of
references—former employers, friends, relatives, or anyone
whomight be ableto give aidor information as to the past.
Here, again, some refused or gave false references, whilst
others genuinely complied. An analysis of the results will
throw some light on the condition of the class generally :

Of the whole number (255) 41 refused to give any
account of themselves or did not accept the invitation to
come to the office; 34, after giving a certain amount of
information, disappeared; 11 gave false references; 76
could give no reference, or such as they gave proved
worthless; and only in 93 cases was any information at
all valuable or trustworthy to be obtained. Of these 93,
so far asinformation by reference went, 58 had previously
borne a good character, while that of the remainder was
doubtful or bad. Of thosewho had borne a good character,
28 owed their miserable position entirely to bodily infirmity;
14 had sunk into it for no apparent reason—they were
simply " rolling stones"; whilewithregardto therest want
of energy and faults of temper accounted for the position
of some, leaving only avery small minority of cases where
slackness of work in the particular trade followed could be
justly reckoned as the cause. Indeed, very few even alleged
slackness or want of work as a cause of their distress until
this became the question of the day in connection with the
Trafalgar Square disturbance. Of 35 bad or doubtful
characters as to whom information was obtained, 9 were
drunkards, 2 were thieves, and 1 woman was notoriously
vicious. The 128 who refused inquiry, disappeared, or gave
false references, must, we fear, most of them be added
to the total of those whose antecedents would not bear
investigation, making 197 out of 255.
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Of those who gave false references or refused to give
any, the information obtained was derived from their own
statements, some of which were no doubt worthy of credit,
while others contained no more truth than it suited the
narrator to furnish, but whatever reliance is to be placed on
the statements made, they may be summarized for what
they are worth, and may be of some value so far as they
relate to matters as to which there could be little object in
deceit :

In 235 cases the people stated that they were—

¢ Marriedmen . . . . 28

MALES.! . Single men ... .. 148 206
| Widowers . . . . .. 30
Married women ... w7

FEMALES ~ Singlewomen . = . . 8 29
Widows . . . . . . . 14

I't will be seen that here is no family life.

Out of 228 cases, in which the ages varied from 14 to 66,
there were—

Under2s . . . . . . . 4
Between 25 and 40. . . . . . 104
40 and 60. . . 74
Oer60 .. ... .. .. .9
228

These figures, too, tell their story. Old people seldom
remain to live this life. Before old age is reached the
workhouse or infirmary draws a veil over the closing scene,
for these unhappy victims of crime, vice, infirmity or
misfortune.

Including some of those whose failure in life was not
attributable to bad character, there were in all 204 persons,

. " Single " meaning in the majority of instances that they are, at least
for the present unencumbered.
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whose condition might perhaps be accounted for, as
follows:—
Confirmed loafing habits by preference ... 85

Failurein trade—irregularity of enployment 50
Extravagance or improvidence of thase who

had bean originally quite well off . 9
Drink. . . . . . . . ... 40
Physcal infirmity. . . . . . . . . . . . 89
Mental incapacity, inability to learn 6
Uncontrollabletemper. . . . . . . . . . .. 2
Thieves and confirmed beggars . . .19
Young people desrted by their relatlons .. 8
Lunatic . . . 1

204

A prevailing characteristic of most was the loveof drink,
but thiswas, with but little doubt, engendered as often as
not by the unhappy circumstances of their surroundings,
and it would hardly be fair to state it as a primary cause of
failure, except in the 40 cases where it was distinctly
ascertained. In only 40 cases was it considered expedient
to offer assistance, and it is doubtful if one-third of these
have received any permanent benefit..

If such as these are not chosen from the best of those
who inhabit common lodging-houses, neither do they
fully represent the worst or most hopeless cases, for

. It may beinteresting to note that during four yearsfrom 1886 to 1889, the
Whitechapd Committee of the O.0.S. dealt with just 200 applicants from
common lodging-houses, with the following results—

Referred to the Poor Law, indligible or undeserving 124

Withdrawn. . . . . . . . . . ..o 85

Reported  upon only......... 4

Referred to other ageNdEs.......... 6

Assged in various ways 81
" 200

Duringasimilar period the St. George's Hanover Square, Committee dealt
with 162 applicants of a smilar kind, of which therewere—
Asged. . . . . . . . 24

Of these 26 were old oldiers and 107 were confirmed beggars
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criminals seek aid by more direct means, and those whose
cases will not bear investigation soon learn the uselessness
of any application, and pass the word to their friends that
" it's no use telling lies to the like of them, they're sure to
find you out."

On thewhole, it must be said that the typical inhabitants
of an ordinary common lodging-house belong to the
lowest scale of humanity. Happily their numbers are
small compared to the whole population, but that they
have recently increased ssems undeniable, and a fact which
raises serious questions. The increase was very marked in
1888-9, and the police returns lately issued show a still
further increase.

It is noteworthy that the multiplication of this unsatis-
factory class in London has been accompanied by an
increase in that form of charity which supplies free food
and shelter without discrimination. To say that this class
is brought into existence by unwise or ill-regulated charity
would be too much. The roots undoubtedly lie deeper,
and more complicated causes are involved. But that such
charity concentrates and aggravates the evil who can doubt ?



CHAPTER IV.
HOMELESS MEN..

THE homeless class, whether casual workers or vagrants,
seem to have been the source of as much anxiety to our
forefathers as to ourselves. There are in every generation
those who, without any other special defect of character,
have a roving disposition and a general distaste for a quiet
regular life or regular employment, be it brain work or
manual labour. Though, at the outset, not necessarily
either lazy or at all worthless, such men are apt to driftinto
idle ways. The good intentions which may cause them to
work, even vehemently, for a time, will not suffice to
maintain that life of steady, unbroken, laborious routine
which is demanded of those who would succeed. Failure is
dubbed bad luck, habits of idleness follow in natural course,
and at last these men become industrially, if not morally,
worthless. In every generation, too, we find the race of
" sturdy vagabonds and valiant beggars" ready to beg,
borrow, and perhaps steal, rather than to work for their
livelihood. These two classes, with the addition of those
who fromillness, infirmity, age, incompetence or misfortune,
are thrown out of employment, are the sources whence
homeless men are drawn.

These men, of whom there are always a large number in
London, with some women and a few children, are closely
associated with the dwellers in common lodging-houses and
occasionally sojourn there, or elsewhere in the poorest
guarters of the Metropolis, when their funds permit this
escape from the cold comfort of the embankment or the

. This pgper rfes tome only.  The number of homdess women apai.
from those who come under the operation of Rescue Soddliesis compardively
smdl.
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parks, the shelter of an archway, or hospitality of some
open gtaircase, or from the regulations of night refuge and
casual ward. They are not hopeful subjects; not easy to
raise out of this existence when they have once settled down
toit.

Our ancestors took a severe view of vagrants of this
description, and their presence doubtless at times threatened
to become a serious social danger. In the reigns of the
Tudors the desire to put an end to the vagrant difficulty is
attested by the passing of Act after Act; the Tudor efforts
culminating in the famous 43rd Elizabeth, reported to owe
the outlines of its plan to the genius of Lord Bacon. But
even his interference can hardly be said to have done much,
and succeeding gener ations continued to legislate; planning,
hoping and failing with depressing regularity. It is note-
worthy how each in turn imagined that the fresh laws
enacted would entirely suppress the evils at which they
were aimed. Nevertheless, the evils still remain. By the
formation of casual wardsin 1864-5 it was no doubt hoped
that the dream of the Poor Law Commissioners of 1834
would be at last fulfilled and that " the assurance that no
one need perish from want would repress the vagrant and
mendicant by disarming them of their weapon—the plea of
impending starvation." How remote is the realization of
this dream needs no telling.

The numbers of thoseresorting to casual wards apparently
varies in different districts according to the terms of
relief;—the period of enforced detention, the task of work,
or the convenience or inconvenience of the hours of dis-
charge;—all of which depend to some extent upon the
decision of the local officials.

The dread of the unknown made the bath formerly a
terror to the sturdiest vagabond; now familiarity has pro-
duced liking rather than contempt!. In winter, the bath,
which is heated to the taste of the bather, is appreciated for
itswarmth, in summer for its cleansing properties. Skilly,
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too, is an attraction in the cold weather. Skilly for break-
fast and supper, and the bath on admission, are now univer-
sal in the casua wards of London; though there are many
other points in which the regulationsvary. Oakum picking
is usually preferred by the casua to stone breaking, the
associated wards to the cellular system, and the experi-
enced vagrant will wend his way to the places where he
expects pea soup for dinner rather than to those wards in
which bread and cheese constitute the bill of fare. Beggars
will ever be choosers if they can. |f in any district the
casual ward regulations are exceptionally strict, they are
thought to bear hardly upon the unfortunate and deserving,
and a demand arises for a kinder regime such as philanthro-
pic refuges and night shelters usually provide. With free
lodgings and, perhaps, a good hunch of bread, to which in
some cases may be added whatever else by way of food the
man can bring in, with few questions asked, and with the
hope of further charitable assistance, it is not surprising
that some of the refuges should present no statistics beyond
the report' we are always full." " What, do work for my
breakfast! No, thank you! | can get it without that,”
exclaimed a sturdy vagabond who applied for money to
get a night's lodging, and to whom the casual ward had
been suggested. He had professed to have come up from
the country to London to look for work. It can scarcely
be denied that considerable inducement is offered to a very
worthless class to come where so much provision is made
for them, while even those disposed to work are tempted
to return regularly to London as to a parent's roof after
any temporary job elsewhere. For instance, there was
the case of a man who had been in a refuge in London,
and from there had obtained work in Wales. This job
finished, instead of seeking fresh work in the country,
or finding none to his hand, he came straight back to
London, spending on his fare a large part of his earnings,
and applied for re-admission at the refuge ; while another,
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an emigrant to Australia, falling out of work there, con-
trived to return, and straightway repaired to the refuge
which had sent him out.

What manner of men are they to whom the night refuge,
or casua ward, opens its doors? Let us test them by
sample. From September, 1888, to September, 1889, 286
homeless men came before the St. Jamess Committee of
the Charity Organization Society, sent chiefly from the Ham
Yard Hospice—a refuge under careful management, where
the rule is adopted of insisting upon investigation in every
case. It is not an " average sample drawn from the bulk,"
but itself a selection of the better material to be found
amongst this class. The regulations of any refuge become
known; those who shrink from investigation, or who
simply do not care to waste their time by going where
nothing is to be got, keep away. Amongst those who do
come, some refuse from the first to give any information,
and so drop out of the list, while others decline to submit
to the preliminary conditions. Nor is the information ob-
tained about these naturally selected cases, either complete
or altogether trustworthy. It must be taken for whatever
its value may be. Willingness to submit to investigation
is not always the prima facie evidence in a man's favour
which it is often imagined to be, as men will often give
references well knowing them to be false or unsatisfactory;
they take their chance. Nor is refusal to answer questions
in every instance as adverse a sign as might appear—a fact
which only adds to the confusion. Another difficulty is
looseness about names, not necessarily with intent to
mislead, but obviously very misleading.

Such as it is, here is the information in regard to these

286 men:—
(1) Asto Character.

Good character. .............. 60
Indifferent or fair. . . . . . . . . . ... 146 286
None, doubtful or bad. . . . . . . . . . | 80

Among those accounted bad, drink or gambling will be in
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most. cases the causa malorum.  On the whole, considering
how hard it is for "an empty sack to stand upright,” and
how apt character is to wither under investigation, these
figures seem rather favourable and so far as they go indicate
that these unfortunate men may possibly have been, at the
outset, no worse morally than those who succeed.

(2) Asto Employment.

Claiming some professon or trade . . . . . 50\
Skilled labourers or artisans . . . . . . . %
Unskilled labourers. .~ . . . . . . . . 10 286
No particulars (except that of these, three were | 1

just out of prison.). o J

It is not easy to draw any very def|n|te conclusions from
such data, but the large proportion claiming a profession or
trade (by trade is here meant buying and selling) is remark-
able, and may perhaps be taken to support the view that
want of mental capacity or of steadiness of character are
the ruling causes of misfortune, for where most of anything
is demanded there will the lack of it be most seriously felt,

(3) Asto Age
From 20to 25 years = . T <)
., 40,60 , . . . . . 74 286
Oveeo . . . . . . . 5
No age given . = . O

The limit of age at the Hosp|ce was sixty, which accounts
for the small number over this age. Little reliance can
usually be placed on statements of age, but, beyond the
desire of a man who was otherwise ineligible to pass himself
as below sixty, there seems no reason for falsification, and
the large proportion of these meninthe vigorousyears of life
is notable. The explanation probably lies in the extent to
which this class, as it ages, settles down to workhouse life..

. If the proportion of ages had been as in the population generally they
would have stood asfollows.—
2Qtons . . . . . . . . 5§
2, 40
0,6 ... ... ... .95
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(4) Asto Marriage.

Snge. . . .. .. 141
Married )

Widowers; 60288
Noparticulars. . . . . . . . . 85

Though marriage isundoubtedly to some extent connected
with success, it is too much to suppose that these figures
are correct. The proportion of thosewho arenot and never
have been married is unreasonable. It seems that married
men in trouble will very often deny wife and chiidren for
the time.

(6.) As to Birthplace.

Londoners . . . . . . .. . 62
Other parts of England ... . . 184
Scotch . ... ... e 17
Irish. . . . ... ... .. 18
Continental foreigners . 15 286
Americans . . . . . . . . . o . 6
Indian or West Indian >ee 7
No particulars . . .. .. 28

Homeless men are naturally wanderers. The proportion
of Londoners shown here is possibly above what might
ordinarily be expected in night refuges; many being at
the time attracted from the regular population of the
common lodging-houses into night shelters or the casual
wards by exceptional chances of becoming in this way
eligible for other forms of charitablerelief..

Figures such as these are not enough in themselves to
take us very far, but to anyone who has tried to help men
of this class to find work and so retrieve their position, they
suggest a good deal, and some general conclusions may be
reached.

There are doubtless some good working men found on
tramp who only need the opportunity of work to do well,

. There smms to be a consnus of opinion among thase who have to do
with homdess people that the countrymen are more readily employed in
London for unskilled labour than the Londorers, and that thus the
immigration of the countryman often makes the Londoner homdess by
upersding him. 15

l.
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but such individuals usually can and do " put themselvesto
labour " and trouble no one. Of those who fail to do this
there are some—there may perhaps be many—who are
respectable and willing to work, but lacking energy and
" backbone,” can neither " go" nor " stay," neither get
work nor keep it; and on such the habit of avagrant life
grows. These can be helped by the strong hand of true
friendship, but not | believe in any other way. Hereis an
instance :—A man out of the St. Giles's casua ward was
assisted to obtainwork at acarriage builder's.  For eighteen
months it was never known when he took his wages on
Saturday, whether he would come to work again on the
Monday, and it was only by the unwearied efforts of afellow-
workman, through whose aid the work had been found, that
hewas induced to stick to his place. Theman has literally
been " dragged up" into regular work. "When he did not
appear, his friend would go to fetch him, and only after two
years of this moral suasion, can it be reported that the man
"is getting sensible" ; he has taken a room of his own and
istrying to be "abit respectable." Of such effortswe have
rarely any record; such help from the strong to the weak
may be often given, but its action will generally lie outside
of any society for the relief of distress. It will be given to
those who receive it by their intimates, those of their own
class, their working fellows.

Somewhat lower in the scale, morally, are those who,
easy going and indolent, manage in some way to evade the
pressure that drives othersto labour. They may be capable
enough. Their ideal is "to have a good master " in whose
pleasant service " they would eat and drink of the best and
no work would they do."

Then there are those who are " willing to do anything"
and can do nothing; and saddest of all the men who can do
just one thing and that a thing no longer wanteu. For
example, therewasa man, with awife and family, who had
regular employment at one factory for twelve years in
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folding paper for packets of black lead. Machinery for
this purpose was invented to which a boy could attend.
The man was thrown out of his employment, and though
still only twenty-eight could not adapt himself to other
work. He has fallen into the ranks of the casual painters
and has never had regular work since. In busy times he
helps to lay on paint which he does not know how to mix,
and in slack times does nothing.

For such as these there is the casual labour market with
its painful friction—amarket of which the convenience to
the hirer depends on the extent of its unemployed margin;
on the readiness, that is, with which "a man" can be
produced at a moment's notice to perform some chance
service for sixpence or a shilling; or to take a day's
work, or a week's work, or work for the season, as the
case may be; and, service rendered, pass quietly out of
sight..

Casual labour plays no small partin the life of agreat
city. We have seen it at the docks and at the market, and
besides this the amount required at the West End during
the London season is very great indeed. It is not only at
the large firms, shops, hotels, clubs and theatres that extra
hands are employed, but the impetus in every trade during
the season carries the work downward, so to speak, in
every branch, and in May and June many men with little
skill and with short and indifferent characters, or with
none at all, find it easy in London to obtain employment in
various ways. The exhibitions, of which every year lately

. If work of thissort be" found " for anyone, care mugt be taken not to
digplace some other and perhaps worthier man. There was a case in which
an applicant for assstance was thrown out of employment with a firm for
whom he had worked for five or Sx years, to make room for a man spedally
recommended by an important client. Moreover, " findingwork " for anyone
is apt to De a dsyphean tak. When the job is finished, badk comes the
mair'expecting more from the same source The lesson of sf-rdiance is
never learnt, the" rolling gone™ only rolls the more for your interference

. 15 .
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has had at least one, have been a fruitful source of chance
work. Besides the numbers of attendants, porters, waiters,
& ¢, the Roman Coliseum at the Italian Exhibition and the
battle-scenes of the Irish have alone employed some
hundreds of men while the representations lasted. The
Gladiator of ancient Rome, could he have seen the travesty
of his dying agonies, would probably fail to sympathize
with the sufferings of his poor imitator, who when the
weather was wet must lie prostrate on the damp ground
till thetime arrived for carrying from the arena the dead
body of the man he was trying to represent.

Whether the casual labour of theWest End which hangs
upon the skirts of wealth and ministers to luxury is an
increasing element in London life, and whether the supply
of such labour causes the demand for it or the demand the
supply, may be hard to say. Increasing or not, and what-
ever its geness, the thing is unwholesome and thereis sadly
too much of it.

Among the saddest cases of those who look to casual
labour are discharged soldiers, army reserve men; and
their number seems to be steadily on the increase. In a
report drawn up in 1887 it is stated that, out of 293
homeless men who came before the St. Jamess Committee
in twelve months, 25 had been soldiers. In 1889 the
returns show 77 out of 286, and of these 77 twenty stated
that they had had no work since they left thearmy. At the
refuges army pensioners are most frequently found towards
the end of the quarter; on receipt of their penson money
they leave. After this is expended they may manage to
exist on casual labour till towards the end of the next
guarter, when they may again not know where to lay their
heads. Of these 77 soldiers, thirty-six had left the army
with distinctly good characters. There are few things more
dispiriting than to Watch the deterioration which befalls
many of these soldiers, some of them quite young men still,
often under thirty, with good conduct badges and good
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discharges, who, from having no settled employment, and
missing the accustomed control, gradually become more and
more demoralized by the irregular life they lead. The
deferred pay of £15 to £35 they seem to think will last
for ever, and until it is gone, often make no effort at all for
the future. Realizing at last the hard facts of life for such
as they, many of them feel bitter regret at having left the
army and would fain re-enlist if they could.

The cases we have described have been hitherto such as
are more or less able and willing to work, but among the
homeless there are still more difficult subjects. There are
those who are disabled or incapacitated for labour by age
or bodily or mental infirmity; for whom, if relatives or
friends do not intervene, there is ultimately no resource but
the workhouse.  Finally there are the "sturdy vagabonds "
who, with the aid of irregular chance jobs, lean permanently
on charitable assistance, the " valiant beggars " who subsist
for the most part on the ailms they collect from the charity
of the public.

Here as with the casual workers we encounter a law of
supply and demand, and again we do not know which
evokes the other, the beggars or the charity; and again
we can safely say that the relation, whatever its origin, is
very unwholesome, and that there is far too much of it.

It is, however, an easy matter to lay down principles
and make classifications. The difficulty as usual lies in
applying them. Who are the incapable ? who the
worthless? How can you safeguard charity from fraud
and yet leave it one spark of generosity ? How work on
the " general lines of well-considered principle” and not
destroy spontaneity ? The quality of charity, like mercy,
"is not strained.” One thing, however, we may say.
There should be no careless giving Let those who give
awake to the responsibilities involved, and if they decline
to accept the somewhat hard lines of thought-out principle,
let them honestly seek their own experience. When they
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give, let them give sufficiently, and watch the consequences
of every gift.

The question who are the homeess and what can be done
for them, has been pressed upon our consideration by a
recent rapid increase in their numbers. Thesubjoined table
gives the numbers admitted to the casual wards in London
year by year, since 1882.

Average  Average

Total no. of no. o

admissions. admissions inmates

per night.  per night
1882 294,960 808. 814
1883 125,906 45 482
1834 116,132 319 510
1835 109,943 301 580
1886 108,293 297 578
1887 141,733 388f 738
1888 241,958 663f 1136
1889 182,299 500 960

180 154,507

There is now accommodation in the casual wards for
about 1800 (1200 men and 600 women and children). On
March 4th, 1888, the highest point was touched, when
1883 vagrants were received. In the refuges there is
accommodation for about 1250 persons. None of the
refuges are often full; the largest has not been full for
many years.

Itwill be remembered that the year 1886 was one of great
trade depression, and that its winter was marked by serious
distress among the poor of London. TheL ord Mayor called
for aid, and £80,000 was subscribed and distributed with
most demoralizing effect. The fund served but to attract
the worthless and unnerve the struggling poor, while it
mocked both by its insufficiency.

. This was the year in which the Act providing for gricter Mention
was pasd; but practical'y it did not comeinto operation until the following
year.
f The autumn of 1887, and winter of 1887.8, was the Trafalgar Square
period.
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In 1887 trade did not improve, but as the year wore on,
less food and money were given. It was the year of the
Queen's Jubilee, remarkable for its long spell of splendid
summer weather. The " unemployed" were very numerous,
and more than ever habituated to idleness. Thefineweather
made camping-out pleasant rather than otherwise, and
Trafalgar Square and St. Jamess Park were occupied
nightly; the police stepped among the sleeping groups;
nothing was thought of it. The cost of the “doss" was
saved, while a little money went a long way, for food was
at its cheapest.

When October came, the weather changed suddenly, and
the nights were frosty. But already camping-out had grown
into a habit, and the expense of the night's lodging had
been dropped out of the budget. The poor folk still slept
out, and were content to liewith only a newspaper between
them and the cold stones. This state of things attracted
attention. The newspapers published accounts of it, and
the public imagination was aroused. Here at any rate was
genuine distress. Some charitable agencies distributed
tickets for food or lodging, others the food itself, taking
cart-loads of bread into the Square. An American is
reported to have scrambled loose silver amongst the crowd.

Under such stimulus the trouble grew worse, and again,
as was the case with the Mansion House Fund, the organized
societies for the relief of the poor had to push to the front
and seek to deal with the distress and prevent the disorder
which threatened as the result of its unregulated relief.
Under their influence the mistake of 1886 was not repeated,
but at the same time more rather than less was given, and
we e in the swollen numbers of those who were admitted
to the casual wards evidence, according to the point of view
taker,- either of the sad need of such provision or of its
baneful influence. .

It is much to be feared that the more provision is made
for the relief of this class, unless it be done with judg-
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inent, the greater will their numbers be. For whilst a
man of simple vagabond habits is enabled to pass on from
casua ward to refuge, and from one refuge to another
during the winter, and tolire by afew chance jobs of work
in the summer, he will make no effort to improve; he is
content with his position in life.

To deal with this difficulty it would seem to be essential
that there should be co-operation and communication be-
tween refuge and refuge, and between them and the work-
houses and casual wards, and if possible a common basis
of action. To differentiate the treatment of those who
apply for aid, according to their character and the circum-
stances of their case, is the object to be aimed at. The
State can treat the sick differently from the rest, and
make distinctions according to age; it might perhaps go
further in suiting the relief to the case relieved; but its
rules must be in effect deterrent and its action can do but
littlein so lifting up the fallen that they may be able to
walk once more amongst independent men; nor can its
machinery be well adapted for giving temporary relief in
such a way as to prevent afall or tide over atime of diffi-
culty. Suchactionliesinthefield of private charity, and of
this field refuges and night shelters are the last hedge. These
refuges have a special work to do. To fill them night after
night with those for whom nothing can be done beyond
what the State is bound to do, is to mis-apply valuable re-
sources most wastefully.

It would not be desirable to assign any precise limits to
the action of such institutidns or to stereotype the methods
pursued; but the means in each case should be strictly
adapted to the ends. If it be temporary help that is aimed
at, chronic cases should not shareit; and still more should
it be seen that the help given does not tend to make a
chronic out of atemporary case. If the object be to give
another chance under better auspices to those who have
failed, but are honestly anxious to try again, a careful
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selection is imperatively necessary. A refuge having this
aim cannot open its doors very widely.

The basis of combined action must bo a sifting and
classification of all applicants, so that they may be dealt
with in the manner most suited to their peculiarities. The
lowest strata, cases apparently hopeless, can only be left to
the casual wards, and to the casual wards all refuges should
relegate any cases which seem prima facie unfit for their
own action. Refuges would under these circumstances
rightly be made superior in comfort to the casual wards,
the occupants be allowed to remain in them for a longer
time and given greater facilities of ingress and egress; and
every care taken to avoid as much as possible anything
tending to lower or degrade. Sedulously to protect those
whom you seek to raise from the companionship of worth-
less characters is of the utmost importance. To attain this
it would be necessary that every applicant should pass
muster as prima facie suitable before admission, and until
the prima facie case has been confirmed by inquiry, should
be kept apart in some way. It might possibly be arranged
that the reception of the doubtful but not hopeless cases
should be the special duty of some refuges. They would
provide as it were an ante-chamber to the house of help.
It may be that the relieving officers might draw distinctions,
and in place of the casua ward offer temporary accom-
modation in the workhouse to those who promised to be
suitable cases for the helping hand of a refuge.

It would be best that the organization for each union
should centre in the Parish off ces; that the refuges should
be represented, and that everyone for whom anything better
could be done should be accommodated otherwise than in
the casual wards, in private refuges, or in the house, as the
cae sy be. The accommodation in the house, and in any
refuges which undertook temporary cases pending inquiry,
would be available for a few days only; inquiry made, each
case would be relegated to some other agency—or branch
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of the same agency it might be—or discharged, and if so
discharged would become a casual-ward case. Some such
system is needed. It is pleaded that it is derogatory and
a contamination for unfortunate but respectable men to pass
the workhouse doors at all; and that they will rather starve
than submit to such acondition. Butitis alesser evil that
they, and all who are proper objects for private aid, should
for once come in contact with their worthless companions
in distress than that, as is now the case, they should never
be separated from them; for at present there is little to
choose between the company at any refuge and that of the
casual wards; the same inmates are well-known at each.
Nor would the pride of any refuse to take the course sug-
gested if it were the regular method, and if it were well-
known that every workhouse was the starting-point of
private charity.

To the action of such charity we assign no limits. It is
not refuges alone that should associate themselves with the
administration of the poor law. It isonly in very various
ways that the manifold troubles of poverty can be met. We
do not wish to assert that any case is absolutely hopeless;
we only ask that the means should be adapted to the end,
and that each charitable society should deal only with such
cases as come within its proper scope; that each individual
attempt should consciously range itself in line with other
forms of public or private action, and so take its place in
the general effort to deal with destitution.

Since the foregoing was written an attempt has been
made to place the various refuges in communication with
each other, and a committee on which most of these
institutions are represented was formed to discuss the
possible lines of united action. As a first step in this
direction acensus was taken on the night of Friday, January
16th, 1891, of all who were sleeping in these places,
the results of which are given below. There are nine
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refuges or shelters affording amongst them accommo-
dation for 818 men and 318 women, with further accommo-
dation for 120 persons available for either sex according to
the need. Thus there isroom for 1251 personsin all. Ex-
cepting the men's side of the Newport Market refuge, none
of theseplaces were quite full; some of them were less than
half full.  The rules of admission vary, but in every case
some discretion isleft with the acting superintendent, and |
believe few, if any, were turned away on the night in
guestion. On the whole the total numbers accommodated
were 712 men, 103 women, and 33 children, or 938
persons in all. In the casua wards on the same night
there were 688 men, 117 women, and four children, or 809
in all, the total accommodation being for 1800. As to
the Salvation Array shelters no exact particulars were
obtained. There are five of these shelters, one being in
connectionwith aworkshop, but asadmission israrely given
except on payment in money or its equivalent in work at
the workshop, they stand on different ground from the
refuges we are dealing with. | am informed, however,
that they were by no means full at the time.

It may be interesting to recall the night of Jauuary
16th. It wasvery cold. After an amost continuous frost
of seven or eight weeks there had been a slight thaw,
but the frost had set in again and hardened the surface of
the still solid ice. Part of the Serpentine was illuminated
for skating. It was not a night when anyone would
wilfully walk the streets. Either on this night or the night
before it was that the watchers of the Salvation Army
reported 164 homeless men lingering in need of shelter on
or near Blackfriars Bridge; about these men it was after-
wards explained that they were drawn thither by the hope
of .receiving tickets for coffee and shelter distributed at
that place by a missionary. Of these tickets 100 to 200
were given away on certain nights in each week during
the winter. This may not be the only enterprise of
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the sort, and outside of all organized provision of
shelter for the homedess in the London streets it is
likely that in bitter frost and fog very many of those
who have 4d to spare and happen to be out late them-
slves will give it, at whatever sacrifice of principle,
to provide a bed for a shivering wayfarer. The chance of
some such stroke of luck, once or perhaps twice repeated,
which would send them money in hand to the warm
kitchen of some common lodging-house, may be enough to
keep men in the streets at any rate till midnight. In such
weather half-starved, ill-clad men could hardly pass the
whole night without food and shelter and survive, and we
are assured by the police that throughout the long frost
there have been no cases of death from exposure. It is
probable that frost and snow bring as many advantages as
disadvantages to the very casual or homeless class. The
sweeping of snow for the vestries or in front of private
houses or on the ice, the putting on and lending of skates,
provides profitable employment, and may enable many to go
to common lodging-houses who would otherwise have been
found in the casual wards or refuges. It is also possible
that the severe frost has this year prevented many from
coming up to London to sharein the Christmas festivities
provided by the benevolent. At any rate it is undoubtedly
a fact that the casual wards and refuges have been less
full this winter than they have usually been at the same
seaon in other years.  For instance, as against 809 persons
in the casual wards on Friday, January 16th, 1891, the
number on the corresponding Friday of 1890 was 853.
At the same time it may be stated that even when the
strain is greatest tlie supply of free shelter at the refuges
and casual wards invariably exceeds the demand. It may
be mentioned that most of the refuges, especially the larger
ones, areopen only during the winter months.

In addition to the refuges included in the census, there
are some others which give shelter to special dasses of



HOMELESS MEN. 237

persons, such for instance as the night reception houses in
connection with some of the Rescue Homes.

The census returns as regards 880 out of the 938 persons
found in these refuges on January 16th show the date
of admission, and yield the following analysis :—

Wamen Total
Men. Chﬁr(]igm. per day.

Admitted on January 16th.. 77 42 119

15th.. 42 9 51

14th., 54 10 64

13th............ 62 14 76

12th............ 37 9 46

1ith............ 23 8 31

10th............ 47 11 58

Oth............ 25 13 38

8th............ 19 4 23

between Jan. 1g and 7th 110 47 22

Dec. 25th ,, 3l1¢ 24 7 5

» 18th , 24th 36 9 7

» . 1, 17th 87 7 7
previoudy to Deo. 14 ... 30 17
Totals.. 673 207

We wish it were possible to show what became of these
people—how long each of them remained in refuge, and
what happened next, and next, in their lives, butitisvery
difficult to obtain information on such points.
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CHAPTER |
SPECIAL DISTRICTS—WEST AND NORTH.

THE wealth of West London places it on the whole some-
what outside of the practical scope of this book, but there
are to be found in it six specially poor districts which are

againreferredtoinVolumel | . ,astowhichsomeparticulars
now follow.
>
District. A. | B. |C&D.[E&F.|G&H.|i Total. ‘gg
Be
Westminster 730 4§217 4651 | 8155 360 | 17,857
" 4'j 255 457 20 1000| 523
Lisson Grove 942 | 6,905|15,697 20,8%4 3,168 (47,596
20 | 145| 330| 438 67| 1000 495

The " Lock Bridge"
150 556 | 9,160 | 5,636| 250 | 15,752

Per Gent 0.9 35| 582 38| 16 1000 62.6
Kensal New Town 73 | 1,305 | 5252| 5234 42 111,906
Per cent 06 | 110| 41| 440 03 | 100.0| 557
! 1616 | 2496 | 8,201| 4919 | 214 | 17,346
Per cent 87 i44| 473| 284| 12 | 1000 70-4

Wandsworth Bridge Road| 478 | 2169 | 2595 | 2,445 81 | 7,768
62 | 279| 334| 315| 1-0 | 100.0| 67-5

Westminster.—The poverty of Westminster has peculiari-
ties connected with a situation in too close proximity to
great wealth. Except where there has been recent
demolition of old property, leaving an open spacevery soon
to be re-occupied, the ground is packed with houses, the
spaces between the streets being filled with little courts
and Mincl alleys. The people look poor and vicious, and
comparing this district with others, it is the vicious look
which strikesthe eye. Nor does more intimate knowledge

! 16*.
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materially alter this general impression.  Details obtained
for half a dozen streets disclose a deplorable lack of
any employments which can be dignified by the name
"industry," except indeed charing, of whichthere is a great
deal in connection with the public offices. We hear of a
street knife-grinder whose wife sells flowers: a one
legged man with a piano-organ. A drunken law writer,
whose wife, too, is a flower seller. A hawker of pocket
knives about offices. A seller of oranges by the fountain
near the Abbey. A blind man who makes nets and sells
them by St. Martin's Church. A buyer of bottles and fat
down area steps. A man who, calling himself alabourer, in
truth lives on the earnings of a prostitute. Of one court now
nearly all pulled down we read, " Every houseinhabited by
prostitutes of the most degraded type except one family,
who get their living by making paper flowers." We are
told of one part of this district that " the lowest class of the
people will not keep to regular labour evenif it isfound for
them. They begin life as match sellers, & ¢, or go round
with professional beggars, and they work harder as children
than they do in the later years of their lives." And again
that they " do not suffer very much from actual want, being
so conveniently placed in the neighbourhood of the large
squares, & ¢, where food can generally be obtained for the
asking. The Charity Organization Society is bitterly hated
here. Drink isthe great destroyer. Many of the people,
more especially the fallen women, almost liveoniit."

Of another district we aretold that it is falling rapidly
in character owing to aninflux due to demolitions in the
adjoining parish. The colours of the streets on our map
were declared too favourable, and the details given us
seem to bear out the contention.

It must not be supposed, however, that amongst the
18,000 people living within our prescribed boundaries there
is nothing else. The Peabody trustees have a large block
of decently occupied dwellings and have undertaken the
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management of another block which in their hands has
greatly improved in character. There are also parts of the
district which contain a very respectable class of artisans
and clerks, together with a sprinkling of professional men..

Lisson Grove. That there should be 50,000 people, half
of whom are poor, living together in the midst of wealthy
"West London, isremarkable, and | know of no sufficient ex-
planation  Of this population, the poor half are said to be
friendly but very ignorant. Savage rather than bad. The
men mostly casual labourers and hawkers, whilethe women do
washing and charing. Below these there is a substratum
of thieves, cadgers, common prostitutes, and other loose and
loafing men and women. Throughout, drink is very preva-
lent. The people and the place have a character of their
own ; different from East London, very differentfrom Cen-
tral London; rather more like some parts south of the
Thames; but with a difference due probably to the pecu-
liarity of the West End situation, surrounded by the houses
of the rich.

" The Lock Bridge" The group of streets included in
this district, lying in the hollow of abend in the canal,
shade off from purple to dark blue, the greatest poverty
being, as usual, next the canal. It will be seen from the
figures that this district is not at all bad, nor is there much
destitution; but of poverty in a more moderate form there
is an enormous proportion, no less than 58 per cent, falling
under C and D. The peculiarity of the district liesin the
evident " unexpectedness .' of its poverty. There was no

. The boundaries adopted for Westmjnster are—on the east the Thames,
on the north the Abbey and Victoria Street, on the west and south, Strutton
Ground and Horseferry Boad

f Itissaid that when New Oxford Street was out through the wretched
district north of St. Giles, a number of those who were disturbed came to
the neighborhood of Lisson Grove

{. The boundaries taken are—on the east Seymour Place, Lisson Grove,

and. Grove Road ; on the north St. John's Wood Road; on thewes Edgware
Road ; and on the south Upper George Street.
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thought of it when the houses were built, and we see
poverty in all the discomfort of "the cast-off clothes of
therich." The whole district, as seen on Saturday after-
noon, swarmswith children..

Kensal New Town lies in another bend of the canal,
wedgedin between railway and canal. 1t, however, is older
than either, and retains yet something of the appearance of
avillage, trampled under foot by the advance of London,
but still able to show cottages and gardens; and gateways
between houses in its streets leading back to open spaces,
suggestive of the paddock and pony of days gone by. The
figures for this district, asfor its neighbour by the Lock
Bridge, but most notably for this district, show an absence
of the top and bottom classes. Classes G- and H count here
for little more than i per cent., and A barely exceeds % per
cent. The numbers of "very poor''are not great, and the
bulk of the population are equally divided between the two
standard grades of working class life; anot unhealthy state
of things. Thisdistrictis beyond the limits of our map.

S. Clement's Road. Here we find poverty of as deep
and dark atype as anywhere in London; nearly 9 per cent,
of A, over 14 per cent, of B, and 47 per cent, of 0 and D,
form arecord hardly to be exceeded anywhere. It is said
that in old times the gipsies entering London from the
west camped here, and have left their traces on the
character and even the faces of the people. Itis certain
that now tramps arriving make this a halting place. The
streets round about the large Board school show solid
poverty, and two of them—Bangor Street and St.
Katherine's Road—have a bad character. The general
poverty of the district may be gauged by the returns
of the school. The fee is only Id, and half the fees
are remitted, and five hundred children receive free meals.

. The boundaries taken art—on the eas Randagh Road; on the north
Clarendon Street to Brindley Street; on the wes from canal to the railway;
and on the south Marlborough Street and Westboume Terrace North.
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The houses are mostly of six rooms, let to three or more
families. The residue consists mainly of old cottage
property, some very dirty and dilapidated. The popula-
tion, besides hawkers, tinkers, grinders, and other desultory
professions, consists mostly of the struggling labouring
class, mixed with a few little shopkeepers. This district
like Kensal New Town, is beyond the limits of the map..
Wandsworth Bridge Road. Poverty and gasworks lie
cheek by jowl in all parts of London. The fumes are
disagreeable, and the neighbourhood, falling in character,
becomes naturally the home, amongst others, of the more
irregularly employed of gas company's servants. This
is the case in the group of streets lying between
King's Road and the Imperial gasworks, the remaining
inhabitants being mechanics and labourers of a mixed
class, whose wives do laundry work, &c. Imperial
Square, the only pink street here, is owned by the
gas company, and occupied by their regularly employed
hands. Among the streets surrounding Langford Road
Board schools are Bullow and Victoria Roads, which
bear a very bad reputation, the houses, though modern,
being in a most dirty and unsanitary condition, having
nearly all the windows broken, and being crowded
with a rough and shifty set of people, including some
doubtful characters. Sandiland and Langford Roads are
a little tidier, but the people are miserably poor, and the
same may be said of Breer, Dymock, and other streets,
which lie nearer theriver. In MarineField Road, and in the
district at the back of Wandsworth Bridge Road, a lot
of very nice six-roomed houses are being erected, with
accommodation for two families in each. There is a
separate entrance to each floor, and the rents are 6s and

. The boundaries of this district ae—on the east Clarendon Road and
Walmer Road; on the north the Metropolitron Railway; on the west the
West London Railway; and on the south Clifton Street, St. Katherine's Road,
and Clarendon Place,
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6. 6d per half-house. These houses are occupied as ready
by afairly comfortable class of people..

Of other parts of outer London north of the Thames,
Hackney has been considered already. To the west
of Hackney and northward of the City and Pentonville
Roads, which have been elsewhere alluded to as forming
the boundary of Greater Central London, lies the huge
parish of Islington, which extends to the base of Highgate
Hill, and contains perhaps the largest population of any
parish in thekingdom. A glance at our poverty map shows
the general prevalence here of fairly comfortable circum-
stances, rising occasionally to affluence, but there are never-
theless several dark patches. One of the most noticeable of
these is that lying to the south-east of Essex Road, between
Packington Street and Rotherfield Street, which is remark-
able as consisting largely of blocks of dwellings. These
buildings, which are not by any means of abad type, were
erected on the site of a former rookery known as Angler's
Gardens, and it would seem as though the original inhab-
itants had, contrary to usual practice, returned to make
their abodein the new dwellings, or else had been succeeded
by their nearest of kin. Higher up, on the same side of the
road, we have a small piece of blue, covering what was
formerly glebe land, adjoining an ancient turnpike gate.
A much larger block is that which surrounds the lower
part of the Caledonian Road, dipping into Holborn parish
as far as Pentonville Road, extending to Copenhagen Street
northwards, touchingmorelightly theLiverpool Road border,
and just insinuating itself to the confines of Y ork Road, but
pressed back by warehouses and canal, and further up by a
compact group of streets of just alittle better class. The
great network of railways radiating fromKing's Cross, going
northwards to the Cattle Market, and covering, with adjoin-

. The boundaries of this district are—on the east the Wes London Ra.l-
way; on the north King's Road; on the wes Fulham fidds and on the
south theriver.
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ing gasworks, wharves and works, more than 200 acres of
ground, and making Somers Town almost a thing of the
past, naturally suggest where the inhabitants of this pari
find their means of livelihood, whilst Chapel Street forms a
typical poor man's market, and is on any week-day as busy
and lively a spot asany that can be found in London. High
Street, continued as Upper Street, which near this point
leads off from that important centre of traffic, the" Angel,"
is a continuous scene of bustle, excitement, and gay life,
reminding one, with its large shops, theatre, music hall,
Agricultural Hall, & c, of aleading West End thoroughfare.
Following up the line of railway, and keeping an eye towards
Caledonian Road, we come upon another poor group, to
which the suggestively dark-shaded Bemerton Street forms
the key, We are now in the once highly odorous locality of
Belle Isle, altered vastly by railway encroachments and the
erection of big blocks of dwellings (by the Corporation of
London), where humble shanties or lowly cottages once
stood, but still betraying the signs of a lingering and
unsavoury celebrity, where the open gateway of a yard
or warehouse reveals heaps of offal within. The streets here,
itwill be noticed, are almost uniformly light blue, a colour
which doubtless fairly represents the social status of the
inhabitants, but which hardly pourtraystheir moral character.
There is a darker strain not usual in our typical light-blue
street, not to be confounded with black, nor yet expressible
by colour, but which nevertheless is evident to a passer-by.
A group of rough hobbledehoys are at horse-play in one
street, varying this amusement by making uncomplimentary
remarks regarding any decently dressed pedestrian, while
women with unkempt heads and generally a dirty-faced
baby in arms peer out from windows or look on from open
doorways. The corner houses are doing a thriving business,
and outside one a couple of besotted individuals are indul g-
ingina" friendly spar," giving and receiving mock blows
with half-imbecile good humour. In another street a group
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of young men have a cage of rats, and are letting them out
one at a time for the sport of themselves and a couple of
terriers, who make short work of the rodents. It is alto-
gether alow-class scene, and is characteristic also of another
poverty block further on, which surrounds the St. Jamess
and Wellington Roads, and is the abode of a rough s,
including many whose occupation is in some way connected
with the great Cattle Market near by. Opposite, on the
east dde of Holloway Road, and beyond the limits of our
map, a confined poor area clusters round Queensand Road,
and affords plenty of scope for the active agencies of St.
Barnabas Church, whilst yet higher up a group of streets to
the south-west of Holloway Road show both poverty and
vice, as evidenced by the condition of the children at
Yerbury Road Board School.

Side by sde with Islington, but not quite so large either
in area or population, lies St. Pancras, which includes
Camden and Kentish Towns and that portion of Highgate
which comes within the metropolitan area. |If anything, its
colouring, so far as the map shows it, seems a trifle lower
than that of its neighbour, but the figures prove its propor-
tion of poverty to be much about the same. In the southern
corner, between Gray's | nn Road and Woburn Place, poverty
lies in close juxtaposition to the wealth of " the squares/’
and judging from theliberal admixture of black, would seem
to be anything but improved thereby. As on the east side,
so on the west, the big railway clearance is fringed by a
poor and, in some cases, vicious population, shown in the
group of streets between it and Seymour Street, purple
being the predominating hue. Leaving here by way of
Drummond Street, and crossing Hampstead Road to Stan-
hope Street, we go through another poor and rather bad
neighbourhood, but relieved by cross streets of betwr tyne.
Camden Town, through which we pass on our way north-
wards, is a fairly comfortable and thriving neighbourhood,
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and is not without local life and character of its own. The
neighbourhood has probably changed somewhat from the
time when it was considered as eminently an abode of
gentility, and its streets are now largely occupied by respect-
able lodging letters.

The High Street is a very busy place, particularly on
Saturday nights when the roadways are lined with stalls of
every description, and on Sundays when the young men
and maidens of " Twopenny Town" enjoy their promenade.
Kentish Town (which divides with its twin sister, Camden,
the distinction of being the especial homo of the pianoforte
trade) is decidedly poorer than its relative, including a
considerable coster element. Prince of Wales Road, Maiden
and Weedington Roads, are the chief thoroughfares through
a neighbourhood inwhich purple, pink, and blue are almost
equally intermingled, and which extends a little outside the
map. Queen's Crescent is the principal market place of
thislocality, itsflaring naphtha lights being so numerous on
busy nights as to quite illuminate the sky and mark out its
whereabouts very distinctly to the stroller on the heights
of Hampstead or Highgate.

Maryleboneis more of a western than northern parish, and
its one important poor neighbourhood, Lisson Grove, has
been already dealt with. Beyond it, and in the same School
Board division, lies Hampstead—a district which has had
an eventful history, and teems with interesting tradition.
Originally, it is said, "a place inhabited principally by
washerwomen," it became for a time, in the period of tbe
Georges, the resort of gay fashion, attracted by the sup-
posed wonderful virtues of its chalybeate springs, or by
the dancing saloons and other amusements which were set
up. Subsequently, with the permanent dedication to the
public of. its expansive and beautiful heath, has come a
raplu development, and the old town has been amost
"improved" off its hill. Hampstead is at present one of



&  OUTLYING LONDON-NORTH OF THE THAMES

the largest and most prosperous of the well-to-do residential
suburbs of London, being inhabited principally by City
men, and sharing with St. John's Wood an influential
colony of workers in art, science, and literature. The
heath has recently been greatly enlarged by the addition
of more than 250 acres of land, including the famous
Parliament or Traitor's Hill, and as a genuinely popular
holiday resort has but few eguals.

Passing beyond the metropolitan boundary, to the west
of Hampstead lies Willesden, with a population of clerks,
professional and other villa residents which has increased
enormously within the last decade; and more to the north
is Hendon, along straggling parish which includes quaint
villages and quite old-world spots, but is yet growing con-
siderably. Finchley and Friern Barnet adjoin, partaking
of much the same character and marked by the same steady
increase. Wood Green has undergone rapid change, first
in the introduction of detached or semi-detached houses,
and later in the erection of a large number of working class
dwellings, principally by the Artisans', Labourers', and
General Dwellings Company, who have all their machinery
here and employ a large number of hands.  Green spots are
quickly falling into the builders' hands, some old mansions
have already disappeared and others are for sale, new
streets of shops cater for anew class, and there are all the
signs which pourtray the modern transformation of out-
lying London. Hornsey is in much the same condition, but
in Tottenham the process has been going on for some years,
and now approaches completion, with the result that within
twenty years its population has increased four-fold, and
probably now numbers over 80,000 persons, mainly of the
working or lower middle class. Edmonton has likewise
grown largely, but retains more of its original character,
and has yet great room Tor extension. An inquiry into the
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circumstances of the people in these districts would doubt-
less show that as arule they are a fairly comfortable class,
but with some poor spots, and differing not materially from
their neighbours in Hackney.



CHAPTER I,
WALTHAMSTOW.

EASTWARD of London proper lies the huge working class
district of West Ham, comprising some 300,000 inhabitants,
which, although outside the metropolitan boundary, is in
other respects an integral portion of the great city.
Walthamstow has here been chosen for some detailed
description as representative of this district, as well as
being sufficiently typical of popular residential suburban
life generally.

Separated from the metropolis by the River Lea and the
adjoining marshy lands, and lying some distance from the
main roads, Walthamstow was until recent years littlemore
than a large country village, as genuinely rural in its
character and surroundings as if situated a hundred miles
away. Twenty years ago there was no railway station
within two miles, and trains or public vehicles were very
few and far between; the old, steady-going inhabitants
went on their way untroubled by visions of the invading
army of East-enders which was shortly to effect such changes
in their midst, for the now crowded district of St. James.
Street was then open land, and save for a few old cottages
or mansions, the ground right away from the waterworks to
Hoe Street Was practically unoccupied. Beyond Hoe Street,
however, as also further north at Higham Hill, houses of
a good class were even then springing up, many city men,
attracted by the comparative cheapness of the land, having
chosen it as a place of residence. Still, however, the district,
with old-fashioned Wood Street asits local centre, retained
its quiet and eminently respectable character.

But the pressing necessities of East London soon changed
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all this, and with the opening of the railway in 1872 the
flow of Londoners may be fairly said to have set in. The
rapidity of the influx may be judged from the fact the
population in 1871 wasonly 11,000; in 1881, it was nearly
22,000, and in 1890 is estimated at 50,000. The older
residents looked askance upon this invasion, destroying as
it did the rural quiet and selectness of the locality, and
many of the wealthier families gave up their houses and
retreated farther afield; but it must not be supposed that
this by any means necessarily involved pecuniary sacrifice
on their part, for many of them, observing the shadows of
coming events, had made due preparation. Some time
before this companies had been formed, and land purchased
in different parts and held ready to be parcelled out into
"eligible building sites" as soon as required, whilst build-
ing societies were ready (not to build, for that seems to be
quite outside the province of an ordinary building society),
but to advance good money—of course at good interest and
on good security—to anyone who liked to take the risk of
house-building. And so the way of the impecunious and
speculative builder was made plain. Raising a few pounds,
sufficient to buy or pay a deposit on a plot or two of land,
and getting credit from the timber merchant, brickmaker,
& ¢, he rapidly ran up the structure, and obtained, as soon
as the roof was on, an advance from the building society
with which he paid or partly paid his creditors, and so went
on again. But the path of Jerry, though so smooth at
first, often proves a very difficult one in the end, and so it
turned out with many of the builders of Walthamstow.
Speculating rashly, building ahead of theimmediate demand,
or through some other form of erroneous calculation, mis-
management, or misfortune, payments became due before
he was in a position to meet them, and at length the mort-
gagee stepped in and appropriated the property.

By selling their land or disposing of their leases in this
way, several of the older inhabitants have managed to turn
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to profitable account the influx which it has been rather
fashionable to lament. It would not, however, be right to
say that the locality has been entirely developed by this
means, even in the St. James. Street district. At least one
large landowner—and there may be others—has had parts
of his estate laid out under his own superintendence, and
has spent a very large sum of money in having excellent
roads made, and substantial and attractive-looking small
houses built, with good drainage and water supply, in the
hope of obtaining abetter class of tenants than the generality
of the new-comers. The experiment, however, has scarcely
proved a success. The bulk of those who find their way to
Walthamstow are of the medium or poor working class,
attracted by the cheapness of rents. The reputation of the
place becomes fixed upon this state of things, and the
more " uppish " class will not come to the same locality.
Consequently it has been necessary to let the houses as
best they could be, and two or even three families now
occupy dwellings which were intended for one.

For the rest, the houses (I am speaking now of the St.
James' Street district) are well accorded to the circumstances
of the people. They are nearly all two-storeyed, some with
four rooms for onefamily, and otherswith six or seven rooms,
built to accommodate two families. In the construction of
the latter much ingenuity has been exercised; in some cases
the upper rooms are approached by an outside ladder, and
in others there are two doors, one leading to the upper and
the other to the ground-floor apartments. The tenancies
are entirely weekly, rents ranging from- 6s to 8s for the
smaller houses, and 8. to 10s or |is for the rest.

The boundaries of Walthamstow are :—On the east
Woodford, on the north Chingford and the River Lea,
which aso flowsalong the entirewestern border, and on the
south Leyton. It covers an areameasuring four miles from
east to west, and over two milesin the other direction.

For local purposes the parish is divided into four wards;
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St. James. Street, with about 20,000 people and 3400
houses, and Hoe Street, with nearly 15,000 people and 2600
houses, being the modern and populous parts, whilst Wood
Street, with some 8000 inhabitants, is the old part, and the
Higham Hill district, comprising much more than half of
thetotal area of the parish, remainsbut very littl e developed,
and has only about 4800 residents.

Though a few have found their way as far as Wood
Street, the great bulk of East Londoners who have come
this way have settled in the neighbourhood of St. James.
Street, and have here reproduced the characteristics of East
End life, insomuch that the locality is sometimes known as
"Little Bethnal Green." Not but what they are on the
whole probably improved by the change—the houses are as
yet better, the streets more breezy and open, and the hours
kept are earlier, the public-houses closing at 11 o'clock,
after which little isdone, even on busy nights—but thereare
the familiar evidences of poverty, on a smaller scale—of
vice, improvidence, or misfortune—brokenwindowspatched
with paper or rags, dirty, poorly-clad, but sharp-looking
children, thriving public-houses, a busy Saturday night
market, when the principal streets are full of stalls and
redolent of naphtha lights, fried fish and vegetable refuse,
and the penny show and"all the fun of the fair" are in
evidence; there is also the same constant shifting, and not
infrequently " moonlight flitting " from the district. To
many the place is still but a summer resort, and in the
"sweet spring-time" itisno unusual thing to see a small
procession of weak-kneed broken-winded hacks or jaded-
looking donkeys dragging their weary length along the
Lea Bridge Road, drawing carts laden with household
goods of a rickety and heterogeneous order; or returning
by the same way "when the leaves begin to turn." There
is, however, not quite so much of this as there was,
the.tendency on the whole, thoughVery gradual, being
for the population to become more stationary. Some of

i 17
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those who come here are young, newly-married people, and
probably are the most hopeful class amongst the new
arrivals. Y oung couplesof athrifty turnlook out for aplace
where rents are cheap and which is not too remote from
their old surroundings, and obtain what they need in the
small houses of Walthamstow. On the other hand, men
who have children growing up do not find the place so
convenient, and it is said that several steady and respect-
able men of the better artisan class have gone back after a
residence of some years, finding that the railway fares and
other expenses of Tom, Harry, or Lizzie, who are learning
a trade in London and not earning much money, make it
cheaper and more convenient to live in town.

Walthamstow is almost purely a residential district.
W ith one or two minor exceptions, it has no local industry
whatever, and consequently is dependent for its existence
on its means of communication with the centres of work.
Each week-morning there is a general exodus of the male
population, and save for the milkman, coal vendor, or other
tradesman, not a man or youth is to be seen. Between
5and 6 A.M., half adozen crowded workmen's trains leave
for Liverpool Street, and two for Gospel Oak, the fare for
the return journey being 2d for the former and 3d for
the latter, and the number of passengers carried about
2700. Following this comefive half-fare trains, the last of
which leaves Hoe Street at 7.36 A.M.; nearly 2500 tickets
(at 4¥2d each) are daily issued for these. The crush to catch
the trains (and especially the later ones of each kind) at one
time became so great as to cause public indignation, but this
has now been to some extent remedied by the opening of an
additional entrance and ticket box at St. James. Street
station, and by the issue of tickets overnight. Holders of
workmen's tickets may return by any train afer 12 noon
on Saturdays, and after 4 P.M. on other days; half-price
tickets are available for return by any train. Considering
the distance from Hoe Street, 64 miles, these fares cannot
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be considered unreasonable. In addition to the above,
there are something like 700 or 800 season-ticket holders,
and adding to this those who travel at ordinary rates, it is
probable that from 6000 to 7000 people leave Walthamstow
each week-morning to follow their employment or on some
business errand in town. The growth of this traffic maybe
judged from the fact that in the early days of the line two
workmen's trains were found amply sufficient for the
requirements, and that it was not till 1885 that the half-
fare tickets were commenced, when three trainsran. The
traffic by road does not count for much, the tram-cars
which pass through Lea Bridge Road being too far away,
and their destination too remote from the centre of
industrial life, to be of avail for business purposes. In the
fine weather, however, particularly on Sundays and public
holidays, they do a great trade in carrying crowds of gaily
dressed North and East-enders to and from the sylvan glades
of Epping Forest..

Of the general status of the inhabitants of the St. James.
Street district something further may be gathered from the
details of a few typical streets given at the end of this
chapter. As a rule their condition assimilates to, but
on the whole is better than, that of their kindred
in Bethnal Green or Shoreditch, whilst the leaven of
those from other parts, more particularly of country
people who have obtained work in London and settled

. The need for more railway accommodation is apparently much felt, and
a bill has lately received Parliamentary sanction authorizing the construction
of anew line. Thiswill begin at the So -th Tottenham station of the Mid-
land Railway, and will run through Walthamstow, where it will have two
stations (one at Blackhorae L ane; the other on a site not yet definitely fixed),
and thence traverse Leytonstone to Forest Gate, where it joins the London,
Tilbury and Pouthend Bailway, The construction of thenew railway, which
has been promoted by local landowners principally and will be under the
joint management of the two companies named, is expected to commence at
once (January, 1891), and to be completed in from eighteen months to two
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here, tends rather to raisethe tone. As might be expected,
the wood and furniture trades are largely represented, and
there are many of the better-paid section of riverside
workers—warehousemen, & c.; the building trades account
for a good number, and beyond this the occupations are,
of course, of all kinds.

Before proceeding to speak of those general features of
the district—parochial, educational, charitable, & c.—which
are common to all parts alike, a few words may be said, in
addition to what has been already intimated, in regard to
the other divisions of the parish.

Hoe Street might be calledthe " West End" of Waltham-
stow, did it not as a matter-of-fact lie to the east. It is
mainly a better-class district, consisting largely of detached
villasinhabited by well-to-do City men, retired tradesmen,
& c, and smaller houses in which live clerks, and others of
the subordinate professional grade. In Orford Road are
the Town Hall and the parochial offices, and in such places
as "The Drive" the local magnates reside. There are
some fine shops in Hoe Street, but trade is said not to be
very good, owing to the nearness of town and stores.

Wood Street. Partaking more of the character of an old
country village, this district has for the most part a fixed
working class population—nativesof rural Essex. A small
number of Londoners—migrating perhaps originally to
St. James' Street—seeking better quarters, have found their
way here and are forming a little colony of their own.
Some building has taken place latterly, and small old
cottages are mixed with others of amodern type. There are
also a few houses containing two or three families. Rents
are rather lower than in St. James. Street.

Higham Hill is an open, healthy country district, as
yet too remote from therailway to have been mch troubled
by new-comers of the poorer sort. Many of the resiuents
have bought their own plots of land, and had their own
houses built, through building societiesor otherwise. Four
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or five years ago, it was thought that a new railway was
going to be cut through the district, and a number of
houses were built in anticipation; but the project was at
that time abandoned, and consequently several of the
houses remain untenanted and have fallen out of repair.
The new line will come much nearer than the old one does,
and is expected to have considerable effect in opening up
the district.

Local Government and Education—The local affairs of
the parish are almost entirely in the hands of the older
residents, the new working classes not having as yet taken
any lively interest in parochial matters. Nor is this to he
wondered at—in many cases their sojourn is but transient,
whilst most, leaving early and returning late, have no time
or energy left for anything beyond their own personal affairs,
or, if they have, spend it in seeking amusement or in
visiting their friends. The parish isattached to the Union
of West Ham, and the maintenance of the roads, lighting,
drainage, & ¢, are under the charge of a Local Board,
who must have some difficulty in keeping pace with the
rapid development of the district, and appear to carry
out their work quite as well as such bodies usually do.
There is dso a Burial Board (which has the care of a
pretty cemetery recently opened), and a School Board.
In the latter a spasmodic interest was aroused in the
James Street district at the last election, resulting in a
contest and the return of three " progressive" candi-
dates. The Board has under its control six permanent
schools and two small temporary ones. Another school
is being built in Markhouse Road to accommodate 1100
children, and a site for a further one has been secured.
There are also two voluntary schools. The number of
children on the registers of the Board Schools is about
8600, with an average attendance Of under 7000, and the
feesrange from 6d to 1d, but the great bulk of the children
pay 2 J, the amount being fixed according to the rent paid
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by the parents. A large number of the children have their
fees remitted. During the last school year over 1500
applications for remission of fees were allowed—mostly for
periods of two months or thereabouts—and assuming the
number of school children affected to be two-and-a-half per
family, as it isin East London, these applications would
include about 3700 children.

Allotments—Amongst the advantages of rural or semi-
rural life, is the opportunity afforded for the pursuit of
gardening. To dig and delve in one's own plot of ground,
to constantly watch and tend with pride the growth of what
one has so carefully sown, to ultimately reap the fruits
of one's own industry in leisure hours, going on Saturday
afternoon to one's own garden to dig the vegetables for the
Sunday dinner, with mayhap a bunch of flowers to adorn
the table or set off the parlour window—these are to many
a thrifty workman a source of pleasure as genuine as it is
wholesome and delightful to witness. Asmight be expected,
the builders of modern Walthamstow, making haste to be
rich, have paid little heed to their clients' taste in this
respect, and the back gardens or yards are usually as small
and pokey as those of a London street. The public spirit
of a few residents, aided largely by charitable bequests, has,
however, to a great extent supplied this want, and the
parish is favourably situated in the matter of allotments.
These are of two kinds—public and charitable. The public
allotments are under the control of a Board consisting of
nine persons, who are elected annually and are called allot-
ment wardens. They have under their management 26
acres of land, apportioned into 202 plots, and tilled by
217 alottees. The ground issituated at Markhouse Com-
mon, Higham Hill, and Clay Street. The land at the two
former places was granted about forty years ago, in lieu of
certain common rights, which were taken away; that at
Clay Street, taken in consequence of the large number apply-
ing for allotments, is hired on lease by the wardens. At



WALTHAMSTOW. 263

Markhouse Common and Higham Hill the groundislet in
quarters of an acre at 4s 10d and 5s a year—or practically
£1 an acre; at Clay Streetthe priceis 12s 6d and 13sa year
for 20 rods, or about £5 an acre. An interesting show of
vegetables grown by the tenants is held each year. In
granting allotments, length of residence and the necessities
of the case are considered, and as all the ground is occupied
and several applicants are on the books, it seems probable
that new-comers whose claims are not urgent, if not the
rest, will have to wait along while. For the plots change
hands but slowly, and the principle " once an allotment
holder always an allotment holder " would seem to apply.
It is said that so long as a man cultivates his ground, does
not sublet, and pays his rent, he cannot be ejected, and the
allottees are of too thrifty aclasstoforfeit by non-fulfilment
of these conditions. In afew cases this has led to persons
retaining allotments long after their necessities required it,
but as a rule the allottees fairly represent the industrious
and saving poor.

The charity allotments are under the control of the
Charity Governors, who are elected every three years.
They comprise 25 acres of land at Hale End, Hale Brinks,
Bull's Farm, and Higham Hill, which is let in plots of 20
rods, at a rental of 10s per annum, or £4 an acre. There
are 200 of these allotments, and about the same number of
alottees. Theland, not being left primarily for allotments,
but for general charitable purposes, has to be let at a rental
equal to what it might be expected to realize if used for
farming.

There are aso two fields let by private owners for allot-
ments, so that the total number of holders is probably
nearly 500.

Charuves—Walthamstow, like most old parishes, has
many endowed charities, some of them of very ancient date.
Some particulars of these may be of interest. Of the aims-
houses, the largest section is that attached to the Monoux
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trusty and comprises thirteen houses, which are occupied
by aged persons of both sexes. These tenements are now
situated in the parish churchyard (St. Mary's), which was
not the case when, in 1527, Sir George Monoux founded
them, but is the result of extensions of the graveyard. The
original endowment was very small, but other benefactions
were afterwards left to it or added by arrangement. The
inmates get 10s aweek each. Collard's amshouses have
residences for ten men, who must be members of the
Church of England, and who get 4s a week each. By
a curious provision in the trust, men who have been in
private service are not eligible—probably the shrewd lady
founder had heard or experienced something of trustees
providing for their old servants out of property of this
kind left in their charge. Squire's almshouses are for
six widows of tradesmen, who receive about £13 per
annum each.

The Monoux Grammar School was founded in 1527, and
in it twenty children were taught by the alms-priest who
had also charge of the amshouses. After a fluctuating
career this endowment has become the nucleus of a large
and successful school, where 200 boys receive an education,
for which they pay from £4 to £6 per annum, according to
age, in addition to twenty-five free scholars who represent
the alms-priest's little flock.

Besides the school, upon the endowment of which several
old benefactions as well as much modern effort have been
concentrated, the "Charity Governors" have control ot
several small charities realizing about £300 ayear, which,
after payment of expenses, is distributed to the almsfolk
and in New Year's gifts to poor persons.

The Churchwardens and Overseers have charge of bene-
factions amounting to about £750 a year, which .3 allotted
with some care, so much to the almsfolk, so much to
poor widows, &c. Probably the endowed charities, taken
altogether, do not realize less than £1200 a year.
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There are aso voluntary charities, including a benevolent
fund from which temporary help was last year afforded to
1400 families in the shape of provisions, fuel or boots, at a
cost of over £150.

Finally, the Guardians of the Poor are said to dispense
outdoor relief on aliberal scae.

Altogether a good deal is given away, and there is a
want of co-operation amongst the givers which leads to
imposition and has been the means of attracting some of
the cadging class to the neighbourhood.

Thrift—The great friendly societies are fairly repre-
sented in Walthamstow, the Ancient Order of Foresters
taking thelead. Their largest Court, " Pride of Waltham-
stow,"” has nearly 700 financial members, and 70 honorary
ones. It has an invested capital of about £2500, and its
benefits include payments to members in sickness on the
following scale:—Ibs per week for 26 weeks; 7 s 6d for a
further 26 weeks; and after that 5. a week so long as the
illness lasts. The Court, which has been established forty
years, has ajuvenile branch, with 200 members and a fund
of £150. Another Court, receutly founded, has about fifty
members. There are two lodges of the Improved Indepen-
dent Order of Oddfellows, London Unity, with about 150
members and £500 capital, and the Kingston Unity and
North Middlesex Unity of the Order have each a lodge,
with something over 100 members between them. There
are also branches of the Ancient Order of Britons and tho
Loyal United Friends, each with some seventy members.

A Co-operative Society has been in existence about two
years, and has now 120 members. It has recently opened
a shop in Markhouse Road and seems to be making fair
progress.

Amusements—Wathamstow has neither theatre nor
miusic-hall, and is very like a Country place, in that it
depends for its amusement mainly on voluntary local effort,
aided now and then by a peripatetic company which takes
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up its quarters for a night or two at the Town or Victoria
Hall. The different places of worship have their occasional
concerts or readings, but seemingly the clubs are the most
consistent and successful caterers in this respect.  Of these
there are no less than ten, including a Conservative Club,
a Unionist Club, and a Church Youths' Institute, whilst
the other seven are more strictly of the working-class
order, and are affiliated to the Working Men's Club and
Institute Union. Of the seven, four profess Liberal and
Radical principles, and the remaining three are purely
social, one being teetotal. The combined membership of
these working-class clubs is probably from 1200 to 1500,
and as the members consist largely of married men, whose
wives and families are admitted to the weekly entertain-
ments, & c, they undoubtedly exercise a considerable
influence upon the locality. The facilities for outdoor
sports and exercises are ample, the river and the forest
being both within easy reach, whilst the fields near Black-
horse Lane, as also the recreation ground at Hoe Street
and other open spaces, give plenty of room for cricket,
tennis, football, &c. The scene on the river and adjoining
meadows, on a fine holiday afternoon in summer, is a very
animated one.

Of religious bodies, there are quite the average number in
Walthamstow, most of the principal sects and creeds having
their devotees, but it seems doubtful whether amongst
them all they have got hold of thebulk of the people. With
philanthropic, charitable, and religious agencies alike, there
seemsto be, with few exceptions, awant of organization and
method—a sense almost of helplessness—in dealing with
the mass of the new-comers, and an absence of that intimate
knowledge of the daily lives and circumstances of the poor
which may be found amongst the clergy and others in the
heart of London. Doubtless this is because everything is
so comparatively new—not only are a large proportion of
the people as yet but " pilgrims and strangers" in the
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locality, but the workers amongst them are frequently new-
comers also. Consequently it has not been easy to
get positive information regarding the circumstances of
the people, but all authorities agree in saying that
there is a good deal of poverty, amounting in many
instances to actual distress, in the district, with not
a little improvidence and looseness of life, and equal
is the concensus of opinion that this unsatisfactory state
of things is rather on the increase. And one may
well believe that this is so—that like begets like—and
that, once given its particular character, a place so
handy as "Walthamstow should attract some of the more
restless (who are usually amongst the poorest) section of
the population, and so result in deterioration which, from a
local point of view, is to be regretted. Still, there is
another and better side to the picture. The change to
more healthy and wholesome surroundings cannot be
altogether without its effect upon those who come, and
with the encouraging sign of a slightly more stationary
population, it is not too much to hope that, when the
schoolmaster, the missionary, and the philanthropist have
more effectually grappled with their heavy task, there may
be a gradual, even if slow, improvement in the standard
of life.

| cannot conclude without expressing my thanks to Mr.
W. Whittingham, treasurer of the Charity Governors;
Mr. J. J. McSheedy, chairman of the Allotment Wardens;
the Rev. Herbert Maitland, Mr. Ebenezer Clarke; Messrs.
French and Wigg (of the School Board), and others who
have kindly furnished me with information, and also to
those to whom | am indebted for the subjoined interesting
particulars of some parts of the St. James's Street district:—

DESCRIPTION A,

| am told that the dregt here dextribed has been built from time to time
and irregularly on what was a common. It turns doff a road which still has
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ploughed fields on the opposite side. A butcher's shop in the front road
unfortunately entails a hideous pen in the back street, where bullocks and
sheep are kept ready for slaughter and slaughtered. Three days a week are
they driven in, to the intense excitement and terror of the children around.
The next shop is a greengrocer's in the specially dead line of the trade,
potatoes and onions, &c. The man mostly makes his living by using his
carts for carting goods. The inmates of the next house are an elderly man
and his wife with their fast-growing-up children, but the poor man has had
to be in Brentwood Asylum for more than one period. Then come young
married people of the better class, who are Salvationists; and next alittle
general shop, the man earning his living by other employment, the shop
being managed by the woman. Next a little cottage of two rooms stands by
itself. It is inhabited by an old man, who lives quite alone—a tidy, inde-
pendent old fellow, who has never been " on therates" inhislife, having paid
into the Foresters the 5s per week on which he now lives. Next come two
little cottages together. In one lives a crippled widow, who takes two
lodgers; in the other an old couple have lived for more than forty years. A
small terrace stands next, but in and out of these houses the people are
constantly shifting and changing, and they are for the most part a bad lot.
Two tall houses follow—one a social club, and oneinhabited by a respectable
man and his wife, who are very poor. The club is not in any way badly
conducted. A second little lerrace has been almost entirely pulled down
and rebuilt, and is becoming inhabited by a better class of people. A large,
but in other respects ordinary, nursery garden finishes the street. It is kept
by a tidy old man and his wife, who can be got to talk on no subject but
their work.

The other side of the street begins with a broken-down terrace, the houses
mostly empty when not inhabited by policemen's wives as caretakers. Six
or eight tidy, respectable families come next, in houses of different szesand
shapes. The children go to school, and if they do not the officers do not fail
to look them up. Why do they not turn their gaze on the next four houses
in quest of children also? Oneissorry tothink of the degradation of drink,
impurity of language and fighting that form the weekly scene from money-
taking on Saturday till no more drink can be had. The women are even
worse than the men; the lying and deceit are simply fearful. | should
consider this the-blackest part. The next two housss are empty. Then
come a few tidy working people, though poor. After them two or three
houses with a shifting population ; then a respectable old man and his wife
in a little house of their own. Next a well-conducted beershop, and beyond
a fried-fish-shop kept by rough but honest, hard-working people.

DESCRIPTION B.

In the area described below are more than one thousand families,
many of whom are the poorest in Walthamstow, and the winter wa
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are now passng through has been a severe trial to many, and if
not for help afforded must have proved disastrous to a large number
whose incomes in fine weather are not sufficient to allow them the
opportunity of making provision for hard times. The largest propor-
tion of the breadwinners herein belong to the building trade, such
as bricklayers, masons, carpenters, painters, navvies, with labourers in
skilled and unskilled labour. Many of these men reckon on doing very
little work during the winter months, except that done in the Union Stone
Yard, which is one of the last efforts put forth in keeping life in existence.
In this part of Walthamstow our population are migratory, they come
from various parts of London for cheap rent and after a few months find it
net quite as expected, and often on coming move into houses in the day-time
but are compelled through force of circumstances to move out by night, to
evade the broker and his men. Others save a little money and think alittle
business in the country such a nice investment.  Such persons, through not
taking the precaution of making proper inquiries, soon find themselves in
difficulties:—

Thurley Cottages and Ro¥s Fields—The houses herein are built of wood
and plaster, the relics of old Walthamstow. The people are very poor,
although in many cases they have as much money to spend, if only spent
rightly, astheir more prosperous neighbours residing near at hand. There
are about twenty-four houses, but several of them are now empty, owing
to the property changing owners. The rent is 3s 6d a week. Eighteen
months ago a worse lot could not be found in any part of this place than
those who resided herein.  Present occupants.—

No. 1. A widow and two children, keeps a mangle, and asssted by the
benevolent.

No. 2. Man and wife; man at work all the week in a city house ; stands
with a boot-black box on Sundays.

No. 3. Man and wife, with daughter who is blind; both parents are aged ;
man works on the roads.

No. 4. Man and wife; man a carpenter ; home in a wretched state.

No. 5. Shoemaker and wife; man a Socialist.

Club Road contains thirty-nine private houses, nineteen shops, two beer-
houses, and has about 130 families. During the past two years this street
or the people residing here have improved. Most of the houses are let
out by half-houses. Usually there are two families, but sometimes more.
The people belong to the labouring class and are moderately poor. Speci-
men subjoined :—

No. 54. Downstairs there is a plasterer, upstairs a bricklayer's labourer.
Both have wives and families.

No. 56. Downstairs, a shoemaker; in the upper part, a mill sawyer. Both
have families and take in a lodger.

. No. 58. Upstairs livesa painter, wife, and four children, and also the father
of the wife. Downstairs, a navvy and woman, with lodgers in the front
room. '
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Cinder Road has eighteen private houses and two families in most, but in
some three. The people arevery poor and the difficulty of paying the rent,
though small, is the cause of constant change of tenants. They include
gardeners, bricklayers, labourers, shoemakers, and dock labourers.

Ford Road,—Herein are two shops and thirty-nine dwellings occupied by
two and three families. Include the very poorest and the moderately poor;
about ninety families. Navvies, harness makers, shoemakers, brass finishers,
carpenters, bricklayers, and labourers. The average rent is 3. 6d per half
house.

Fisher't Road—Herein are twenty-five houses and about forty families
some of whom are very poor and others moderately poor. They are all
working men, such as coal porters, draymen, carmen, &cC.

Wenham Road has ninety-eight houses and 200 families, one beershop and
three general shops. Herein we have the three classss—the very poorest,
moderately poor, and the fairly comfortable. Most all belong to the wage
earning class, and a few of the occupants own their living house and other
housesin thisand neighbouring streets.

North Grove—Herein are ninety-three houses, seven shops, and two
beerhouses.  About 220 families.  Some houses at the top end are old,
semi-detached, roomy, and well built; but the rest are new, cheap, and
unsubstantial, and are let out to two and three families, most of whom
are moderately poor and of the class already mentioned, in occupation,
trades, &o.

DESCRIPTION C.

Alpha Road.—Small houses at about 7s per week. All working class.

1. Man earning about 30. per week in London; four children; off to town
by 6 o'clock train.

2. Foreman in neighbouring nursery; good wages, wife keeps small
grocer's shop ; one child ; very comfortably off.

3. Man earns about 25s per week ; goesround with coal waggon.

Beta Road.—Two-storeyed houses, let out at about 4. 6d a floor.

1. Upstairs, man dyingwith consumption; wife earns living by mangling;
four children; great distress. Downstairs, seamstress;, pretty comfortable.

2. Upstairs, widow, one sister; odd dressmaking, charing, &c.; quite
poor. Downstairs, man; irregular work in London; three or four children.
Very poor.

3. Downstairs, a man; several children; earns precarious living by
insurance, travelling on commission.

Cornwall Road.—Partly small tenements, 7s. a week, and partly houses let
out in floors, 4. 64 a week.

1. Young man, wife, two children; carver; money varies from 25. to 30..

2. Young man, wife, no child; dyer; wages 25..

3. Music tuner; good money; lives with mother.
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Devon Road. —Houses, £24 to £30 a year.

1. Man earns about £2. 10. a week in large tailoring establishment in
London, one son about 30. a week; wife and two daughters work at home,
making trimmings for boys sailor suits.

2. Tailor's cutter, £3 a week, also takes business at home; wife, nofamily.

3. Man in one firm thirty years; got out two years ago, and has had no
regular work since. Sells alittle on commission. Bent, £20 a year.

4. Man; packer; wholesale grocery warehouse. Drysalter's department,
£2 a week; wife, one son.

DESCRIPTION Dy

Bright Street—To describe the inhabitants of a street chiefly of the better
class of working-people is not so easy as of the poorer. It is more difficult
for a district visitor to get to know them. | fear that generally speaking the
poorer class admit such hoping for temporal tangible gifts, &c. The others
often are shy, fearing " remarks being passed,” crediting them with like
motives. It is a pleasant street, and in summer time fresh green trees and
tidy little gardens, not to mention window gardens, line each side; our parish
flower shows with useful inexpensive prizes are a great incentive tothelatter.
The trees make one think of our beautiful forest where their ancestors
flourish so undisturbed. Several married policemen live here, and it is
seldom you come across a house inhabited by more than one family. There
are also many postmen—family men—who carry on little trades in their
spare hours when "off duty,” chiefly "boot-repairing,” alias " cobbling."
Those whom their wives call " city clerks" live here too, with real drawing-
rooms in front,—bay windows filled with flowers and lace curtains, anti-
macassars tied on every chair with coloured ribbon, and a centretable
with the children's prize school books ranged crossways all round. Three
or four little " general" shops intersect the houses, and at the further end a
few larger shops, greengrocers, pork and sausage, and a second-hand clothes
establishment. A quietly conducted public-house is at the corner end. One
house has been turned into a dispensary, presided over by a 6d Doctor, with
avery long name and numbers of letters following it. Bright red blinds
printed in white inform the residents of the hours of consultation and draw
attention to the moderate charges, via. " A Bottle of Medicine AND Advice
for 6d."

The names used in the foregoing descriptions are fictitious.
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SOUTH LONDON.

CHAPTER I.
THE DISTRICT GENERALLY.

SOUTH of the Thames lies a huge Metropolitan suburb of
which | have found it difficult to form any but a most
vague conception, so immense is it in size, so invertebrate
in character. Although more detached from the common
centre than the Eastern or Northern districts with which it
may in some ways be compared, the Southern section
appears to lack independent life. The broad stream of
the river forms a physical, but not a moral separation,
leaving the district not exactly London, but still only to be
described in terms of London. To bethought of as the
approach to London, or, from another point of view, as the
escape from London—a district whose peculiaritiesit would
puzzle the observer to explain, but for the key provided by
the great bridges. Connected with these bridges is a net-
work of handsome streets, which strikes the observer with
equal force whether he traverses the district itself, or
studies its features, as | now invite the reader to do, by the
aid of amap. On my map the main roads, coloured bright
red, to indicate their well-to-do middle-class inhabitants,
stand out very prominently, and suggest to the imagination
something of the power and energy of life which fill the side-
walks with passengers, and the roadways with omnibuses
and tramway cars, coming from, or going to the outermost
bounds of London. This network of roads forms several
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natural centres, but the centre of centresisat the Elephant
and Castle, where a singularly unpretentious public-house
has cometo be the " hub" of South London. Herewe find
areal stir of local life, as well as of distant traffic. Here
stands one of the few groups of large shops in South
London, the only one of any importance that does not lie
on or beyond the confines of my map. To this point from
considerable distances come those whose ideas in respect of
house furnishing or underclothing, dresses or mantles,
bonnets or boots, are not realized in the stocks of their local
tradesmen. Some similar points of attraction are to be
found in the southern outskirts—on the east at Deptford
Broadway, on the south at Peckham Rye and Clapham
Pavement and Brixton, and on the west near Clapham
Junction—but taken all together they would make little
more than one street of shops such as may be freely found
inthe outlying districts of London north of the Thames.
To look into shop-windows is no small pleasure, especially
to women, and it costs nothing. The comparative absence
of such attractions makes South London dull.

Again, a large part of this great district is short of
industries. | have the information at present only in a
very general way, but it seems clear that on the whole
South London cannot, in respect of industries, compare to
East or Central London, or to Finsbury. The industries
which exist cling for the most part to the river. Some
works or factories are to be found on the borders of the
Grand Surrey Canal, but otherwise thereis little employment
to be had inland. The bulk of the workers travel at any
rate to, and often across the' river to their daily task.. It
isso with casual no less than with regular work, but with
one distinction. The casual worker who looks to London
proper for employment, or seeks it at the riverside, cannot

. Morning and evening s 'he bridges arowded with those who pass their
working day in London, so much so that it is difficult to cross at all againgt
the stream which sg#s northwards in the morning and southwards at night.



THE DISTRICT GENERALLY. 277

well live beyond awalking distance from the wharf or factory
he frequents, or from the bridge he will have to cross. It
is only the man whose position is assured who can treat
railway or tram fare as aregular item of his daily budget,
to be saved out of rent, or set against the advantages of
happier surroundings for children, fresher air and better
health.

The result is obvious, and may readily be traced on our
map. With some exceptions, which bear explanation,
South London poverty everywhere lightens as we recede
from theriver. Thereis adeplorably low level in all parts
which lie near the sources of work ; and thislow level tends
to perpetuate itself, for no sooner does anyone rise and
" get abit decent," than he may be expected to move out
to Clapham or elsewhere. Everyone | have consulted has
mentioned this centrifugal tendency of the better off, and
almost all have complained that, in consequence of it, their
district is going down. There is, besides, another drift,
which sets more slowly but in the same direction, of poor,
improvident, helpless people, to quarters where they may for
a while obtain fresh credit. Those who have supplied food
or found house-room have no more patience, and charitable
agencies refuse to continue to assist; so, like locusts, they
pass on to new pastures. This hopeless stream is swollen
by demolitions. The families whose wretched homes are
destroyed are rarely those which fill the new and better
buildings that take the place of the old courts; and once
uprooted, it is said that these poor folk never cease to
wander. Here, in South London, there is said to be alove
of home not often found; an almost romantic attachment
of therespectable poor to their little courts, not easily to be
reproduced. Theold evils they were accustomed to, the old
ties of habit were strong, but they find nothing to bind them
to the new quarters, where their earnings are perhaps even
less regular and less secure than they may have been before.
The new-corners into poor districts may have come from
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across the Thames. Clearances in Chelsea have caused a
stream to flow into Battersea, and we have found in Penge
agroup of familieswho had come all the way from M oor gate
Street. These, however, had made one flight of it, and
coming in company, bringing their household gods with
them, bade fair to make of the street they had selected, a
den as foully comfortable to them as were the old courts
from which they had been driven in the city. From one
cause or other the movement never ceases and it greatly
adds to the difficulties in the way of improvement. The
best men leave and the worst do not stay long enough in one
placeto givelocal influencethe chanceto reach or raise them.

The daily wants of the district are to a great extent
supplied by an army of costermongers, who perambulate
the streets or take their stands in the market streets or
at favourite corners. These men, with their irregular
earnings and heavy drinking, are a class not easy to
place. They are poor, many of them frequently in the
last stage of poverty, but even the poorest at times
make money freely. What they make is as freely spent.
Some streets and courts are almost exclusively occupied by
these men, and on days or at hours when there is little
doing, the empty barrows line and almost block the narrow
roadways. Here the curious may see the method the men
adopt to brighten up the remainsof yesterday's stock before
starting out on a new round; a sight to be borne with
perfect equanimity only by one whose wants are supplied
through some other channel of trade. Where, asis most
commonly the case, the costermongers live side by side with
casual labourers, we find the poorest and lowest streets.
The "easy come, easy go" standard of expenditure adopted
by the street vendor, mainly, of course, in drink, has a
demoralizing effect on his neighbours as well as himself.

All the points mentioned in the general view of the
district which has now been given will be confirmed as we
take each part of it individually.
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It will be found when the different parts of South
London are compared with each other and with other
districts in ILondon in respect of poverty, that St. Saviour's,
Southwark, is the poorest of all. (SeeVolumell.) A circle
with a radius of half a mile from St. George's Church
includes the whole of this district—historic, poverty-
stricken Southwark. | will not trouble the reader with
the exact boundaries, which are rather complicated as
shown by dotted lines on the map. For my purpose
Blackfriars Bridge on the west; Star Corner (at end of
Long Lane) on the east, and the New Kent Road on the
south, will serve well enough. But the old parish boun-
daries must not be altogether ignored, as they have had an
evident influence. A glance at the map will show how
often it is on their line that streets are cut short, so as not
to "go through"; and where this is the cae there is a
tendency to bad conditions of life, moral aswell as physical.
The wretched strip to the north and east of Tabard Street
is a flagrant example of this tendency. This is an evil,
which, dating from very old times, is unfortunately repro-
duced to-day in connection with the impassable boundaries
of railway lines, as will be plainly seen on the south-west
map by tracing the course of the railway from Nine EIms
to Clapham Junction.

Immediately round about St. George's Church and on all
sdes of it lie nests of courts and alleys, yieldingin placesto
improvements, as where the Marshalsea Road has been cut
through theancient district of the" Mint," but still harbour-
ing an appalling amount of destitution not unmixed with
crime, and in this respect maintaining only too well the
historic character of the Borough. These places are indi-
cated very imperfectly on the map, as their narrowness and
intricacy defies reproduction on any but the largest scale.
Among these courts, close behind the church, was the Mar-
shalsea prison, of which some part remains standing. To
westwards as far as Blackfriars Road there lives a popula-
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tion which is the despair of those who work amongst
it. Not as being bad, but very low and difficult to raise.
Part at least of this district is cursed by ancient benefac-
tions; money left to provide food for the hungry, and
tending with fatal certainty to perpetuate the misery it
relieves. To the east of the church we find a district
no less evidently poor. This is that already referred to
which lies between Great Dover Street and Long Lane,
having for its main street the part of the Old Kent
Road which masquerades to-day as Tabard Street.
Missions abound here. The most notable of them has
in Tabard Street an underground church, original and
marvellous in construction, burrowed out of the cellars
of two adjacent houses. Near it is a labyrinth of
streets and courts, more wholesome than many such, the
inhabitants of which seem not so very poor nor at all bad,
struggling happy-go-lucky people, whose standard is
neither too high nor too low to admit of their being fairly
comfortable in their surroundings; habit and environment
having reached akind of stable equilibriumwhich, however
unsatisfactory in the oyes of the world, it is not easy to
upset. These streets are typical of much in South London.
Here live a number of costermongers, some of whom are of
the highest respectability in their way. One family in
particular, connected together in cousinship and by
marriage, can trace back several generations all of which
have lived.in this neighbourhood. Further east again,
beyond St. Stephen's Square as far as Bermondsey New
Road and the courts which lie round about the site of the
old Abbey, almost every street is quite poor, and many are
wretchedly so. The Board School in Westcott Street
contains some of the poorest childrenin London, and the
market in Bermondsey New Road is of all the street
markets in London that which to the onlooker strikes most
deeply the note of poverty.

This district, somewhat curtailed to the south, where
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were still St. George's fields, was practically the whole of
South London 150 years ago, and thus it is to this district
that the older historic reminiscences belong. Blackfriars
Bridge was building. Blackfriars Bridge Road was barely
laid out. The true western boundary in those days was
Broadwall, leading to Old Barge-house stairs, which were
conveniently situated opposite the Temple. Broadwall led
to thefields and under the name of Melancholy Walk was
continued along their verge, where is to bo seen on our
map the dark blue patch of Surrey Row, just beyond
Nelson Square. Melancholy Walk, still skirting the fields,
which | take it were very damp and marshy, led on to
Dirty Lane, and Dirty Lane to Blackman Street (now the
Borough High Street) somewhat to the south of St
George's Church, opposite to whore is now the end of
Trinity Street.

From the church, along Kent Street, lay the high road to
Canterbury, skirted still by woods, where, however, the
broom makers who lived in Kent Street were no longer
allowedto cut brushwood. Long Lane led to Bermondsey,
with the remains of its Abbey. Then, as now, the whole
district was spoken of as full of people, no less crowded, the
records say, than any equal area to the north of the Thames,
no less poor and more rough, for it was a constant subject
of complaint that bad characters escaping across the river
found refuge here.

The records are not all squalid. Traditions of past
splendour lie thick over Bermondsey. One old writer.
tells of the glories of the Abbey, dilates upon its architec-
ture, its extent and the stories of distressed queens and
nobles who found shelter within its walls; and even while
abusing its despoiler, Sir Thomas Pope, celebrates the
magnificence of the house by which he replaced the older
buildings. This house, completed by the Ratcliffes (Earls

. * Buckler's M S. " History of Bermondsey."
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of Sussex), was the princely dwelling of their family; each
Earl in succession striving to outdo his predecessor in the
embellishment and improvement of the mansion and
grounds.

In Southwark old-time memories abound. The stately
charities of Thomas Guy still flourish. Winchester House is
gone; itsrecords perhapsbelong rather to the larger currents
of our history than especially to Southwark; but the great
debtors. prisons, the pillories, the ducking stool for scolds,
annals of bull fights and bear fights, even combats of lions,
and other subjects full of interest to the curious, are
treated of at large in local chronicles and later pamphlets.

For our purpose it may perhaps be deemed irrelevant to
touch even for a moment on matters so far removed from
( the sphere of our sorrows." Yet a glance backwards is
not altogether without a bearing even on the objects of our
present work. Itisinspiriting to remember that though a
colossal work of improvement still lies before us, our
ancestors have cleared the ground. Thanks to the exer-
tions of the wise and good among the dead, we no longer
have debtors' prisons farmed out to grasping speculators
intent upon squeezing the largest possible subsidies from
their charges; levying their extortions, backed by the
ganotion of torture and ill-usage, their rapacity supported
by the knowledge that no coroner's inquest would be
called to make inconvenient inquiries into the effects of
the deadly disorder significantly termed " the sickness of
the place."

Some disciplinarians may regret the ducking stool, but
we may all be thankful that we no longer cross bridges
garnished with the heads and limbs of human beings, and
no longer, asin the days of good Queen Bess, see advertise-
ments of entertainments giving out that so many bulls or
bears are to be baited—one to be baited to death as is
promised by way of extra attraction; nolonger, as in the
time of the merry monarch, assist at fencing matches in
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which one combatant gives the other " a stroke which took
off a slice of his head and amost all his ear, and in turn
receiving a stroke upon his already wounded wrist, which
divided the sinews, he remained vanquished and the con-
queror received the applause of the spectators.”.

The High Street was filled with inns. Here travellers
arriving from the south alighted, and found their quarters
where the coaches stopped, just as they do now in the
hotels that cluster round the railway terminus at Charing
Cross. The names of seventeen of these inns are given in
an account of the district in 1542.t Of many of these
some traces remain. The White Hart, with galleried
courtyard, which Dickens made the scene of Mr. Pick-
wick's first meeting with Sam Weller, has lately been
swept away, but others of the same type are still standing.
It is said that stage-plays were often performed at these
hotels to divert the guests, and that the courtyard and
galleries served as an excellent theatre.  Of all these
hotels the most famous was the Tabard, whence started the
pilgrimages to Canterbury.

Among the old records to which | have had access % is
one in which a forerunner in the work has stated, street by
street, the condition of things as they were in his day.
This record, to be found in Strype's first edition of Stow,
published towards the end of the seventeenth century,
enables me to make the following comparison.

Red Cross Street was "an handsome, clean, and open
street, pretty well built and inhabited." To-day on the

. Account written by Thomas lorevin, a foreigner and eye-witness, in 1672.

" In 1619 the inhabitants declared that Southwark consists chiefly of
inns, and petitioned against new ones, two being then proposed on Bank-
sde. In 1631 again the question of too many alehouses came up; 228 were
counted in the district, and of these 43 were suppressed—21 in Kent Street,
partly because of the plague, and partly from their excessve number and
evil repute”— Old Southwark and its People: Rendle.

X Through the kindness of the Rev. J. G. Curry.
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one side are tall warehouses, while on the other stand a
few poor shops and a large block of dwellings (managed by
Miss OctaviaHill), coloured light blue upon our map.

Maypole Alley (out of Borough High Street) "hath a
narrow passage, but within, apretty, clean, open court, in-
differently built." It still " hath the narrow passage,” but
neither to the court nor to the casua labourers, dust-yard
workers or fur pullers who inhabit it could the term clean
apply.  "Indifferently” built it is, but the word has
changed its meaning for the worse in these latter days.

Clink Street was a straggling place. Here was "the
prison so called, belonging to the liberty of the Bishop
of Winchester, called the Clink liberty, where he had his
house to reside in when he came to London, but at present
disused and very ruinous.” Now Clink Street is anarrow
lane with lofty warehouses on both sides, connected by
numerous covered bridges, which make the street dark
even on the brightest day. Only one family finds a home
amidst the storehouses.

In Montague Close (by London Bridge) the houses were
ancient, but "indifferpnt good" and well inhabited. Now
wharves and huge warehouses have superseded the houses,
and rats are the only inhabitants.

Mint Street. " The chief street of the Mint" is described
as "long and narrow;" now it has been widened and
changed its name, and as " Marshalsea Road" is regaining
a better reputation than that which became associated with
the old title.

Blackman Street " isbroad, and the buildings and inhab-
itants not much to be boasted of; the end next Newington
hath the west side open to St. George'sfields, being rather
aroad than a street." This now ranks as part of the High
Street.

Kent Sreet " Very long, butill built; chiefly inhabited
by broom men and ' mumpers.'" Now known as Tabard
Street. The broom men still carry on their business here,
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but mostly live elsewhere. The " mumpers" (i.e. loafers)
are still to be found on the spot.

South of the district | have described, as far as East
Street, which is the boundary of the Registration district,
we still find much poverty. The end of East Street, next
the Walworth Road, is an active market, especialy on
Sunday morning. A large proportion of the movable
stalls are devoted to the sale of toys and household or
personal ornaments—here one finds agreat choice of pretty
brooches at one penny. The people who come to buy or
linger about look poor, but not so extremely poor as those
to be met with in Bermondsey New Road. In East Street
side by side lie the Pembroke and Wellington Missions,
each in their own way seeking to establish wholesome
relations with the somewhat Godless people among whom
they are established, while the rest of the ground is
occupied by the organization of St. Mark's Church. This
is not exceptional, for aimost everywhere in South London
the Church is active, and mission-rooms, of all denomina-
tions, abound. The work is rather disheartening. The
people, where the standard of lifeis. low, seem to be quite
happy in poverty, hunger, and dirt, enlivened with drink,
and not to be roused to better things, or else the right way
to rouse them has not yet been found. In the central
parts a hand-to-mouth existence is the rule even among
those who might be well off if they chose.

Walworth is full of cab-yards, of which many are found
scattered all through South London, though of cabs,
except at the railway stations, there are few. It is north
of the Thames that they seek and find employment.

From and through the Walworth district population
steadily moves outwards towards Peckham, and beyond.
The whole. district bounded by the Peckham and Walworth
Roads on south and west, and by the Old Kent Road to
the north-east, bearing on the map a ridiculous likeness to
the .shape of a stockinged foot (of which East Street spans
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the ankle), is full of a new population. Thereis no doubt
some jerry building, and there are dismal spots where
poverty gathers head; but, looked at generally, the houses
appear to be the quiet and decent dwellings of quiet and
decent people. Such of the clergy as | have seen here
take a much brighter view of the results of their work than
do any of those who work within the inner ring, and so
confirm my impression.  Similar conditions seem to prevail
to the south as to the north of the Peckham Road as far as
and beyond the limits of my map, the proportions of the
poor decreasing as we pass southward.

Returning to Star Corner and passing along Abbey
Street, we have between Long Lane and the railway the
home of the leather trade, tan yards st about with queer
old courts crowded with a poor population, who either work
at this trade or at the wharves, which, with a fringe of
poor streets, fill in the space betwixt rail and river—
wharves and war ehouses whose storeyed floorsare stacked
and heaped with sea-borne merchandise. Further on,
along the river bank as we approach Rotherhithe there is,
between Jamaica Road and the river, a district of great
poverty. The inhabitants are mostly water-side labourers,
many of them Irish and very ignorant. It is said that
north of Jamaica Road they are not " reading men; " that
in the public-houses a paper is rarely seen, whereas to the
south side it is quite otherwise. Rotherhithe itself is filled
with those who work at the Surrey Commercial Docks,
and when in work make large wages, which arevery freely
spent as earned, so that poverty is ever able to tighten its
grip when work falls dack again.

From Rotherhithe the Lower Road leads to Deptford,
and Deptford joining hands with New Cross makes
an important centre of life, accompanied, unfortunately,
by a group of streets standing low in the scale both for
poverty and character.

Back towards London from Deptford lies a large tract,
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still open, seamed with railway lines, and occnpied as
market gardens. Upon this space new communities are
springing up, remote and difficult of access, embarrassed
by the presence of railway lines planned only to serve a
larger world.

From Blackfriars Road through New Cut and Lower
Marsh we reach Lambeth, whose palace was built on
solid ground when all around was marsh intersected by
dykes. Where New Cut crosses Waterloo Bridge Road
in the middle of these old marshes, stands the "Vic,"
a music-hall which is gradually assuming the role of a
polytechnic. This point is the centre of greatest lifein
this neighbourhood, and one of the busiest spots in all
London. Beyond the palace are the famous potteries
where genius has made from drain pipes a ware of wonderful
beauty, and found employment for a large number of
people.

To the westward of the line of Blackfriars Road,
continued past the Elephant and Castle along the Wal-
worth Road to Camberwell Green, lies an inhabited district
nearly as large as that to the east of thisline, but except
at Lambeth there is no trace of antiquity about it. In
good or evil it is what modern conditions of life have
brought about. It hasits dark blue and blue-black places,
accursed patches of poverty and vice. The poor condition
of Bast Lambeth repeats itself to some extent at the
western extremity near Clapham Junction, just as the
poverty of Southwark repeats itself to some extent at
Deptford. Of the bad patches the most hopeless is the
block consisting of Hollingtor, Street, Sultan Street, and
a few more, lying to the west of Camberwell Road. It
stands alone in an otherwise well-to-do district, acting as a
moral cesspool towards which poverty and vice flow in the
persons of those who can do no better, mixed with those
who find such surroundings convenient or congenial. Itis
the despair of the clergy, who find it impossible to put any
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permanent social order into a body of people continually
shifting and as continually recruited by the incoming of
fresh elements of evil or distress. The efforts of those
who seek to raise the conditions of life in this and other
similar spots in different parts of London may perhaps dc
more than is recognized for the remnant who stay as well
as for the larger number who by-and-by move on elsewhere
and | am told that bad as they seem to us to-day these
streets were very much worse in every way a generation
back. How it began | do not know, and it does not very
much matter. Bad building, bad owning, mismanagement
on the part of the vestry, and apathy on the part of the
Church, have each had their share in bringing about the
condition of things which now demands and tasks the best
united efforts of all to put right. This block, as is so often
the case when bad conditions triumph, iswithout thorough-
fare, cut off by the railway line from the main road, and it
would seem that no radical change can be made in its
fortunes except by altering this.

Battersea is treated separately in a special chapter. It
isin some ways a special district, combining industries of
its own, " down by theriver-side," with the most perfect
specimen of a working-class residential district in the
" Shaftesbury Estate," where we seem to see realized the
ideal of South London. This paradise of the artisan could
with ease be turned into a citadel. |t can be entered only
at each corner of the plot of ground on which it stands.
Within there is,no public-house, nor indeed is there a
church. Prominent in the centre, surrounded by a large
playground, stands the school, perhaps the handsomest in
London, and round about are the houses of the people.
Each dwelling has an air of independence and easy com-
fort. The houses are most of them built on a uniform
pattern, but relieved from monotony by a touch of arch'-
tectural beauty in the half porches and pointed window-
tops aided by the minute gardens in front of each house,
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which show sedulous and successful care, and are supported
by a further array of plants and flowers in many of the
well-kept parlour windows. On this estate nearly every
house is occupied.

Such, then, as has been described, is South London. In
almost every part of this vast district the Church seemsto
beactive. Missionsand places of worship of other religious
bodies abound, Mr. Spurgeon's great tabernacle and the
remarkable organization connected with it being the most
notable example. Newly-built baths and libraries bear
witness to the energy of local government, and South
London seems ready to take full advantage of the pro-
portional endowment offered by the Charity Commissioners
for Polytechnic purposes. Finally, nowhere in London has
there been more wholesale displacement of old insanitary
property by improved dwellings. Yet there is something
wanting. There seems to be alack of spontaneous social
life among the people, perhaps due to the Want of local
industries. There is altogether less going on. In other
parts of London, east or north, clubs, good, bad, and
indifferent, but very spontaneous in, character, abound.
In South London there are but few, and these compara-
tively sluggish. The very public-houses do not seem to
exhale so genial a spirit as elsewhere. There are fewer
signs in their windows of Harmonic meetings and Friendly
leads, of Goose clubs or even of sick and burial societies.
Their doors do not so frequently emit that cheerful buzz
of talk within, which surely is, of all soundsknown to man,
the most attractive. At every turn there is a lack of life.
This at least is theimpression given.. | can speak only as
an onlooker, having never taken up my abode in this
district, to which therefore | may perhaps do imperfect

In opposition to this | am told that nowhere ese in London are there
so many respectable dancing saloons as in Southwark and Bermondsey, and
that balls and concerts are got up spontaneously by the working classes in
these districts.

. 19
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justice. Its vast extent not only makes the study
very difficult, butin eluding mental grasp has perhaps itself
a depressing influence. This huge population, in no part
wealthy, and rarely rising above the standard of working-
class comfort, is found to be poorer ring by ring as the
centre is approached, and in each ring poverty is said to be
increasing in extent if notin degree. While at its very heart
all round about the bridges and extending in awoeful fringe
along theriver-bank, whence its life-blood is largely drawn,
there exists a very impenetrable mass of poverty.

Beyond the limits of South London from Richmond on the
west to chislehurst on the east, up thevalley of the Thames
and back to the Surrey hills, we have an extra Metropolitan
district, inwhich thereis little or no poverty. It containsno
communities. answering to Willesden and Edmonton, Wal -
thamstow or Stratford. Following the course of the
Wandle to Merton and Mitcham, there are some factories and
with them some signs of an industrial population, but else-
where the district is mostly devoted to the dwellings of the
well-to-do and rich; particularly of those who seek to com-
binein one house the advantages of town and country, living
all the year roundwithin reach of London, instead of finding
relaxation from the pressure of London life by a prolonged
absence at a second home or a vacation spent somewhere
far away from its streets, as is the fashion with rich
folk north of the Thames. At Mortlake and East Sheen
these conditions of life cross the Metropolitan boundary, and
they extend still further inwards at Clapham, where a group
of old houses with their stately gardens still hold out against
the speculative builder. When we learn that within recent
years the branches of great trees met across the roadway
where now the tramcars jingle along Lavender Hill, is it
unreasonable to suggest that there is a net loss to the com-
munity when the pursuit of private profit leads to much
destruction ?

. Except, perhaps, Croydon.



CHAPTER I'1.
BATTERSEA.

T HE district of Battorsea contains 2343 acres and extends
from Vauxhall on the east to Wandsworth on the west.
The Thames bounds it on the north, but its southern
boundary isvery arbitrary, and along projecting spit runs
down almost to Tooting. That part, however, south of the
railway, where the land is more elevated, sscemsrather by
natureto belong to Clapham, and sharing in the advantages
of Clapham and Wandsworth Commonsisinhabited chiefly
by busness men and clerks considerably above the position
of artisans. Although the attractions of Battersea Park,
the chief open space, have to some extent overcome the
objections to its low level, and houses of a somewhat
superior class have sprung up in its neighbourhood, yet on
the whole, socially, the most characteristic part of Battersea
isthat lying between therailway and theriver. |tsgeneral
aspect is not unfamiliar to most travellers, for it is the view
seen on the north from Clapham Junction—a wilder ness of
houses chiefly of two storeys, with church spires, a fringe of
factory chimneys, and the conspicuous masss of the Board
Schools rising high above the dead level of the roofs.

The London and South-Western Railway traverses the
whole length of the district, and is crossed at right angles
near Nine EIms goods station by the L ondon, Chatham, and
Dover, and other lines running into Victoria. The river-
side, except in the park, is lined with factories and works
of various kinds, and the two railway companies above
named have their workshops beside their lines.

19.
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But these are almost the only places of employment in
the district, and the inhabitants nearly all go out of it to
earn their living. Some walk to their work, some go by
train, and others by the South London tramways which run
down Battersea Park Road and also just outside Battersea
down Wandsworth Road. But the routesand distances are
so varied that it is impossible to secure any adequate
statistics.

The fact that Batterseais so largely a residential suburb
explains the most remarkable feature in its history—its
sudden and enormous growth. From 6617 in 1841 the
population rose to 19,582 in 1861, in 1871 to 54,016, and in
1881 to 107,262, while the present estimate would add
nearly half as much again to the last total. These figures
are indeed most startling, even when we reflect that the
movement of population was unconnected with any move-
ment of industry..

The occupations of the inhabitants are of almost every
kind. Besides the railway servants and companies' me-
chanics working in the district, there are many railway
servantswho travel up and down by the lines to which they
belong. The large amount of building which has been
required to house the increasing population, has brought a
considerable number of men in the building trades, whose
work, however, is now gradually passing further away. The
chief local industries are Price's Candle works, the Starch
and the Sugar works, the Plumbago Crucible, the Projectile
and the various Gas and Water works, and in all of these
there is regular employment for good hands. It may aso
be mentioned that the largest of the S. T. cab-yards is in

. Thisvad increass, 0 far as connected with immigration, is consdered
dsawhere | may here mention that the Gharity Organization Sodiety, which
dedls with a congderable number of familiesin Battersea, finds that a good
many of their applicants have come from the West country, egpedally
Devonshire, by the South-Western Railway, and that many have come from
Chdsa owing to their former houses having been pulled down. But this
refers naturally only to one section of the people—the unsuccessful.



BATTERSEA. 203

Battersea. It may be questioned whether in any other
suburb there is more washing done either by private hands
or in large establishments, such as that in which all the
linen of Messrs. Spiers and Pond iswashed. Inconnection
with this last class of work there is a mystery which | have
been unable to solve. In summer, when the husbands
are in full work, many wives do nothing; in the winter
months the men's work ceases, and although the supply of
washing to be done is certainly not greater than in the
summer, the wives are not only very glad to apply for this
work, but are able to get it. Of course, the same amount
might be distributed among a greater number of women,
but thisis not a sufficient explanation, since the really good
hands always have as much as they can do. Where does
this providential increase come from ?* .

Certain occupations have of coursedied out. Thedistrict
is no longer agricultural, one or two fields areall that is |eft
of the once large market gardens, and the progress of
sanitation is marked in the reports of the health officers by the
gradual extinction of pigstyes. Ten or a dozen years ago,
a caravan on some vacant land by the roadside was no
uncommon sight. But though there is no waste ground
now, the gipsies have not wholly forsaken Battersea, and
spend the winter in certain yards where their caravans are
drawn upinrows. They live orderlylives, and thechildren
go to Board Schools, but when spring comes, the horses are
harnessed, and the caravans disperse once more throughout
the country.

Except a few chance waiters and German bakery
foreigners are almost unknown in Battersea, but neverthe-
less, between the locality and its inhabitants, there is as a
rule no association nor necessary connection. Most of them
livein it only because it is' within reach of their work, and

. It is suggested that the wives of gasworks winter hands take washing
only in the summer, which may partly meet the difficulty.
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have come there rather than anywhere else only because
some friend or fellow-workman speaks well of the place.

As of work, so of play; there are few local places of
entertainment. Thefailure of the Albert Palace has passed
into history, and in the district there is only one music-
hall. There are acertain number of clubs, chiefly political,
and a certain amount of entertainments organized more or
less definitely with certain objects, and in Battersea Park,
which seems to be muchvalued and much used, cricket and
football are played. The Public Libraries Act has been
adopted, and there are now three of these institutions open:
the public baths are successful, and a " polytechnic" isto
be opened near the Albert Palace. But these are the
exceptions, and for other than family pleasures the inhabi-
tants of Battersea must resort to London.

Perhaps the most interesting section of Battersea is that
known as the Shaftesbury Estate, between the railway and
the high ground to the south, and chiefly inhabited by
superior artisans. It was purchased by a company some
twenty years ago, and is managed on purely business lines,
paying arather highdividend. Theregulationsin force are
somewhat strict; for example, by theoriginal ruleslodgers
and businesses were not allowed. The lowest rent for
single houses (four-roomed) is seven shillings and sixpence
aweek, and the rents range to twelve shillings. Purchase
is simplified, and many men own the houses in which they
five. There is a club, but the original clubhouse is now
converted into model dwellings. Besides "the Estate"
itself, which keeps up its position if only from the fact that
those unable to pay their rents have to find quarters else-
where, thereis agood deal of house property initsimmediate
neighbourhood of very much the same character. Here it
isthat the intelligent portion of the Socialism of the district
is chiefly to be found, and the colony represents perhaps
the high-water mark of the life of the intelligent London
artisan.
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Of the other extreme, the worse elements have for the
most part taken refuge in blocks of houses isolated by blank
walls or railway embankments, or untraversed by any
thoroughfare. Some of the courts have long been notoriousin
the neighbourhood—one, for instance, is popularly known as
"Little Hell"—and these have certainly improved with the
advent of Board Schools and increased police. Intheinfernal
court in question, a School Board visitor tells me, in 1871,
when the Education Act first came into force, there were
108 children, only seven of whom were attending school,
and of these seven, four were the children of the only
teetotaller in the place. The isolated block at Nine EIms,
which is the worst spot in the district, suffered a good deal
when the Gas Company moved their chief stationto Beckton,
and with the work went the best workmen. But when the
site of the Southwark and Vauxhall Waterworks is built
over, one of the walls which shut the inhabitants off from
civilization will be abolished.

Occasionally, however, a row of houses falls into bad
repute, due merely to a few undesirable tenants who, if they
are not gjected, render the neighbourhood too hot for any
one with a taste for decency. In one such street, built
only three or four years ago on the grounds of a house
which long held out against all offers, thelandlord has had
to board up several houses in self-defence.

But though there are a few antiquated cottages remaining,
it cannot be said that the very poor are badly housed in
Battersea. In the most conspicuous cases, indeed, it is the
tenants who have made the worst of their dwellings by
removing every scrap of wood or iron that could be torn
away, and it is the more respectable houses which probably
leave most to be desired. Where a hundred thousand
people have had to be lodged within twenty years, jerry-
building has not been unknown, and the foundations of
some houses are said not to have been of the sweetest or
most solid.
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There isone large set of model dwellings by the Albert
Palacewhich preserves its prosperity by the same methods as
the Shaftesbury Estate, but does not seem to be very popular.
Common lodging-houses are not a feature of Battersea,
indeed there are only some half-dozen in all, but on the other
hand the number of tenants who sub-let is very great.

If " three removes" are still " as bad as a fire," then a
fire can have but small terrorsfor many of these people. For
there are two classes of them who are always changing
their abodes. The superior of these is respectable but restless,
and its members delight to go into the newest houses for a
year or two, until they have worn off some of the first
splendours, and then away they go to pastures newer still.
The other's love of change is a mark of the worst streets,
and is closely connected with arrears of rent. " Four
houses in four months," " Five houses in eighteen months,"
so run my notes. But these moves are seldom further than
three streets away, and a year or two will very probably
witness the return of the exiles to within a few doors of one
of their many forsaken homes.

It is hard to fix a standard, but rents, though not so high
asin London, still bear avery large proportion to the earn-
ings of the tenants, and there is no doubt but that dire
poverty drives families at first decent into the very worst
streets for the sake of the rent, which is lowered by the
character of the other tenants, who in turn live therefor the
sake of the privilege of behaving as they please.

There is certainly a good deal of true poverty in certain
parts of Battersea, but whether this could be really cured
is another question. Very much of it is accompanied by
drink, which may have been either the cause of misfortune
or the effect of despair. The irregular employment which
is the lot of the building trades, among other.., requires
strict thrift in summer to avoid distress in winter, and the
uncertainty of the weather on which so much depends does
not favour methodical economy.
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But apart from these, the chief evident causes of distress
are those improvident marriages which have left a large
number of very poor widows to whom the solace of out-
relief is somewhat freely afforded, and the weakliness and
sudden failure of health of husbands which result in a sort
of premature widowhood for their wives.

The state of things represented by the accompanying
figures belongs to June, 1889. | have followed as closely
as possible the frame-work used in Mr. Booth's volume on
East London, with the sole exception that as there was
not a score of sailors in Battersea, | have included these in
class 18, and devoted class 17 to private servants living
with their families. There is this further difference
which will, | believe, apply to all similar neighbourhoods,
that whereas in the East Class H is distinguished as the
only servant-keeping class, in the west at least half of G,
although perhaps no wealthier, yet employs a girl. The
standards of ease and display, if not of thrift, are higher.

| have taken down the whole of the information myself
from the various sources accessible, and alone am to be
held responsible for errors. | had no close knowledge of
the district, and have simply tried to record and compare
the opinions of those who knew it best.

This inquiry was undertaken before Mr. Booth had
decided immediately to extend his investigations beyond
East London, and | may say that the result of this inde-
pendent trial of his method has convinced me of the great
value of its general results. But in cases where the
numbers are too small to furnish a good average they
must in my columns be regarded as possibly accidental,
and | would for instance place but small reliance on the
distribution by class of sections 7 to 12. It is seldom easy
to secure can extreme verdict on individual cases, and the
average of a street may be correctly given as B while at
least half of itsinhabitants would individually be allowed
to pass into E. So that it is sometimes necessary to infer
from the general to theparticular.
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CONCLUSION.

CENTRAL LONDON, EAST LONDON, ANDBATTERSEA COMPARED.

T H E complete statistics from the Central London inquiry .
are given in the tables which follow. They concern the
three Registration districts of the Strand, St. Giles's, and
Westminster, t

A comparison between these different parts of Central
London may be made in the form used previously with
regard to the different portions of East London.

The comparisons are made by percentages, but the total
numbers are given to which these percentages apply.

These figures show the industrial peculiarities, and, to
vme extent, the social condition of each district. The
most notable point is, as might be supposed, the extra-
ordinary proportion of those employed on dress in
St. Anne's, Soho, & c.—24 per cent, as compared to 2% per
cent, elsawherein Central London. These are the tailors
and bootmakers. The same district has also its full

. This inquiry was conducted by a committee congging of Mr. E. C.

Grey, Mr. B. A. Valpy, Mr. H. G. Wilink, Mr. W. C. Lefroy, Miss M. A.
Tilard, and Mr. Charles Bocth, and an abstract of the results was published
by Mr. Valpy in 1889.

t It mugs be borne in mind that the disrict of Westminger is not, as
might be supposed, that surrounding the Abbey and the Houses of Parlia-
ment, but conggs of the parishes of S. Anne's, Soho, &c., to the east of
Regent Strest.
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proportion of other artisans (10 per cent.), and more than
its proportion of shop assistants and other wage earners
and an average number of small shopkeepers and those on
a similar footing, and of clerks and large employers. The
other side of the account lies altogether in the labour
section, which here accounts for less than 10 per cent, in
place of 16 per cent, and 25 per cent, in the Strand and
St. Giless. Speaking generally, it may be said that the
tailors and bootmakers of Soho arein St. Giles's replaced
by labourers of various grades, and that what deficiency
there is in shop assgtants and other wage-earners, not
labourers, is made up by the lowest class, the occupants
chiefly of common lodging-houses, which in St. Giless
accounts for 3 per cent, of the population. The district of
the Strand leads the way in casual (market) labour, but is
otherwise at every point below the level of the rest, except
as to coffee-house keepers, of whom it has a slight excess.
All deficiencies are made up by the great proportion of
the inhabitants living in houses above the limit scheduled
by the School Board, and occupied by upper-class people
and their servants. These houses include the great hotels
and clubs. These deductions perhaps contain nothing new,
but the figures on the opposite page show the facts very
clearly.

We may in the same way compare the whole or any
portion of Central London with the whole or any portion
of East London, and to these comparisons may be added
that with Battersea, for which district also we have full
particulars given in the cable at the end of Chapter Il in
Partl I | fromtheinformation collected by M r. Balfour.

It will be seen from the table on p. 313 that " Labour"
reaches its maximum proportion in Poplar, where it
accounts for no less than 32 per cent., while the White,
chapel district follows closdly after with 30 per cent., and
Hackney stands lowert with only 11 per cent. On the
other hand, for artisans Shoreditch is facile princeps
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with no less than 35 per cent., not counting dress and
food preparation, in which Whitechapel stands first.
Bethnal Green follows Shoreditch with 30 per cent,
of regular artisans, and Poplar stands third with 26 per
cent. Taking dress and food preparation together with
the other forms of skilled work, Shoreditch still leads,
having 45 per cent, of her population dependent on
this work, as against 42 per cent, for Bethnal Green,
and 30 per cent, for Poplar. The truly industrial
character of East London cannot be better shown than
by these figures. Of small profit earners, that is, small
employers, small shopkeepers, street sellers, and general
dealers, and also of large employers, dealers, and retailers,
Bethnal Green and Whitechapel have most. Of un-
scheduled houses we count none in the districts described,
except in Central Loudon and Hackney, saving that
Battersea has a small proportion. Battersea is chiefly
remarkable for combining a full proportion of artisans with
an equally full proportion of ordinary labour, and the largest
percentage of " sundry" wage-earners. Of clerks, also,
Battersea shows more than any district except Hackney.

In the employments of women, so far as they can be
tested by particulars which relate only to heads of families,
itwill be noticed that Central London and Battersea have
far the most of the semi-domestic. These are principally
washerwomen. Central London washes its dirty linen at
home. Battersea undertakes this duty for a large part of
the West End. ,

The tables which follow illustrate the building up of the
poorer classes from the various employments, and are of
considerable interest, although not so complete or detailed
as | could wish.
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With regard to the formation of Class B, it is of interest
to see upon what trades chiefly the very poor depend in
the various districts.

In Battersea widows and their families account for no
less than 45 per cent, of the whole of the class. Their
employments are nearly all semi-domestic—washing, char-
ing, or needle-work. In Central London they account for
26 per cent., and tailoring must be added to the list of
employments. In Shoreditch 18 per cent, of the very poor
are connected with female heads of families, but elsewhere
the proportion is much smaller. With male heads of
families, casual labour naturally accounts for the largest
proportion, and here our information fails to tell usinwhat
manner the labour is employed. Wo may partly guess by
the locality: in Whitechapel, St. George's, and Stepney,
casual labour accounts for 58 per cent, of the very poor.
Thisis principally dock and waterside labour. For Poplar
the same figure holds good, and the same source of
employment. Among the very poor of Mile End there are
41 per cent, of casua labourers—again waterside people
chiefly—but aso connected with gasworks to some extent.
Central Londonfollowswith 37 per cent, of casuals amongst
its poor, many of them working at the market. The
building and allied trades (including furniture and wood-
work) stand for 15 per cent, in Shoreditch, 17 per cent,
in Bethnal Green, and 16 per cent, in Hackney, being
much more than elsewhere. Dress and food preparation
stands at 10 or 11 per cent, in Bethnal Green, and street-
sellers to 8 or 9 per cent, in the same quarter, balancing
thus the large proportion connected with casal labour
elsewhere.

As to the formation of classes C and D, our poor who
are not very poor, we see from the second table that in
Poplar regular but poorly paid labour amounts to 42 per
cent.,in Mile Endto 27 percent., and in Battersea to nearly
26 per cent. Labour irregularly employed stands here for
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24 per cent., making 50 per cent, in all, a proportion just
equal to that for Poplar taking regular and irregular
labour together. In Shoreditch and Bethnal Green the
poorer people are largely employed in furniture and
other artisan work; while in Central London, and again
in the Whitechapel district, dress and food preparation
take the lead among the employments of the poor.
Those who can assimilate such indigestible morsdls will find
the characteristics of each district very well pourtrayed in
these and the preceding tables.
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INDEX

A CLASS, lowest—sectional classifica-
tion, 34; numerical and per centage
tables of, 36; description of, 37.

Amusements, 116-119.

Analysis of tables of household ex-
penditure, 134.

Artisans, classification of, 54.

Assumptions on which tables are
based, 4.

B CLASS, "very poor "—sectional
classification, 34; numerical and
per centage tables of ,36; description
of, 39; sectional dlassification in
dlstrlcts 40; married state of, 41,
132; standard of life of, 131
averageexpenditure, 133,134,138;
" drags down C and D," 162;
industrial formation of, in Central
and East London and Battersea,
314,

Battersea, comparison of, with East
and Central London, 301-317;
description of, 291-9; Shaftes
bury Estate in, 294; table of
sectionsand classesin, 298-9.

Bethnal Green, population of, 32;
tables of classes in, 36; descrip-
tion of, 71; table of sections and
classes in, 76.

Board schools, 129.

Borough of Hackney Club, 99; co-
operate— "tores, 112.

C CLASS, "intermittent earnings,"
" poor "—sectional classification,
34; numerical and percentage
tables of, 36'description of, 44;
sectional classification in districts,
47; standard of life of, 131; mar-
ried state of. 132; average ex-
penditure, 133,134.138; industrial

|

formation of, in Central and East
London and in Battersea, 315.
Censusof inmates of refuges, 234-240.
Central London, 181-240; description
of ,181-191; Covent Garden Market,
192- 204; oommon lodging hous&;
205-219; homeless men in, 220-240;
comparison with East London and
Battersea, 301-317; tables of s
tions and dasses in, 802-9;
percentage table of sections in,
311; comparison with tables of
sections in East London and
Battersea, 313
Church and chapel, census of at-
tendance at, 120.
Class A, 37; B, 39; C, 44; D, 48;
E,50; F,51; G, 60; H, 60.
Classes, vide tables.
Classes,description of ,37- 62 graphic
representation of, 73 156
Classification of populatlon 33,
Classrelations, 156-171.
Clerkenwell, 190
Clothes, expendlture on, 133, 135,
138.

Clubs for boys, 98.

Clubs, working men's, 94-106; re
ligious and philanthropic, 98;
social, 98; political, 99; Jews,
100; University Club, 100; list of,
;03-106.

Common lodging-houses in Central
London, 205-219; at Notting Hill,
210.

Co-operative stores, 112, 113.

Co-operative Wholesale Society,
112,

Covent Garden Market, 192-204;
regulation of, 194-197; daff of,
199; shopkeepersin,200; growers,
200, porters,200-203; costers and
flower-girls, 203-4.
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CLASS, " small, regular earnings,"
" poor "—sectional classification,
84; numerical and percentage
tables of, 86; description of, 48;
sectional classification in districts,
47; standard of life of, 181;
married state, 132; average ex-
penditure,, 134, 138; industrial
formation of, in East and Central
London and in Battersea, 315.
Discharged soldiers, 228.
District investigated,
boundaries of, 28.
Dividing societies, 109.

area and

E CLASS, " regular standard earn-
ings " — sectional classification,
34; numerical and percentage
tables of, 36; description 'of, 50;
sectional classification in districts,
52; average expenditure, 133,134,
138.

East London and Hackney, tables
of sections and classes in, 34;
population of, 32.

East London, table. of sections and
clases in, 90; compared with
Central London and Battersea,
301-317.

East London Hospital, 129.

Employment, division into sections
according to, 83.

Expenditure, household, analysis of
tables of, 134; tables of, 136-138.

F CLASS, "higher class labour" —
sectional classification,34; numeri-
cal and percentage tables of, 36;
description of, 51; sectional
classification in districts, 52;
average expenditure, 138, 184,
188.

Families,
140-146.

Female heads of families, classifica-
tion of, 61.

Fire and light, expenditure on, 185,
138

description of selected,

Food, expenditureon, 133,134,138;
urices of, 139.

Foresters, Ancient Order of, 1CS.

Friendly societies, 106-109; table of,
110.

G CLASS, "lower middle class'—
sectional classification, 34; numer-
ical and percentage tables of, 36;
description of, 60.

German Hospital, 129.

Graphic representation of propor-
tions of classes, 73,156.

H CLASS, "upper middle class'—
sectional classification, 34; numer -
ical and percentage tables of,
36; description of, 60.

Hackney, population of, 82; tables
of classes in, 36; description of,
72; tablesof sections and classes
in, 88.

Ham Y ard Hospice, 223.

Hampstead, 251-2.

Harley house, 122.

Heartsof Oak, 107.

Homeless men, 220-240.

Homes, Dr. Barnardo's, 127.

Hornsey, 252.

Hospitals, 127-129.

Household expenditure, analysis of
tables of, 134 ; tables of, 136-138.

Houses, general description of, 30.

INFORMATION, sources and nature of,
4-37.

Inner ring, characteristics of, 29.

Inquiry, when commenced, 3.

Inquiry, scope and method of, 3-7.

Insurance, expenditure on, 138,139.

Islington, 248-250.

JEWS. CLUB, 99-100.

KENSAL NEW TOWN, 243, 246.

" LIMITED SOCIALISM,.- 165-171.
Lisson Grove, 243, 245.

Loan Societies, 111.

Look Bridge, 243-245.

Lookhartc's Cocoa-rooms, 116.
Lodging-houses, 68.

Lolesworth Club, 124.

London Hospital, 128.

Loyal United Friends, Order of, 106.
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MAP, construction and revision of,

MetroEolitan Hospital, 128.

Mile End Old Town, population of,
32; table of dasxs in, 86; de
scription of, 70; tables of sections
and dases in, 84.

Mission halls, oensus of attendance
at, 120.

Missions, 119.

Mode dwellings, 82.

Musichalls, 116.

ODD FELLows 106.
Outer ring, characteristics of, 80.
Oxford House, 122,124.

PAUPERS from common lodging-
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Peoples Palace, 118.

Petticoat Lane, 66.

Phoenix Benefit Society, 108.

Point of view, 172-178. o
"Pooré'é and "very poor," definition

Poor relief, 129,

Poplar, population of, 32; tables of
dases in, 36; description of, 71;
table of sections and dasses in, 86.

Pospzulatlon of district, summary of,

Porters in Covent Garden, 200-203;
union of, 202,
Poi/gty, 131-155; causss of, 146-

Prices of articles consumed, 139.

Brofit, vyorke;scf:lor, 56-60. i
roportion of dasses, graphic repre-
sgntation of, 73,156.g PR

Proprietary clubs, 94.

Prudential, 109.

Public-houses, 113-116.

RATCLIFED. HIGHWAY, 70.

Rechabites, 1178 )

Refuges, 220-240; cenaus of inmates
in, 234-240,

Religion, 119-122; census of, 120.

RemovasinBethnal Green, 27.

Rent, expenditure on, 133,135,138.

SALVATION ABMY, 124-127.
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St. George's East, population of, 82;
table of dasesin, 46; description
of, 66; table of sections and
dasssin, 80.

St. Clement's Road, 243, 246.

St. Giles, table of sectionsand dasses
in, 306-7.

St. Pancras, 250-251.

School Board visitors, number of, 4.

School Board visitors, duties of, 5.

Sections, tables of, 34, 40, 47, 52,
64, 7493, o

Sections, division of populationinto,
according to employment, 33.

Shoreditch, population of, 32; tables
of dases in, 36; description of,
72; table of sections and dases

in, 74.

South London, description of, 275.
290; Battersea, 291-9.

gandard of Iifel, 131 ¢ 3t
epney, population of, 32; tables
ofnglasaes in, 36; description of,

70; table of sections and dasses

in, 82.

Strand, table of sections and dasses
in, 302-3.

Streets, number o., 7.

Streets, specimens of each dass of,
7-24.

TABLES, I, Sections and dasses,
34:; 11, numerical, of dasss, 36;
|11, percentage, of classes, 36;
|V, formation of class B, 40; V,
formation of dessesC and D, 47;
V1, formation of dasses E and F,
52; V11, percentage of sections,
64, VIIl, sections and dasses,
Shoreditch, 74; 1X, Bethnal
Green, 76; X, Whitechapel, 78;
XI, St. George'sin-the-Eadt, 80;
X11, Stepney, 82; XHI, Mile End
Old Town, 84; X1V, Poplar, 86;
XV, Hackney, 88; XVI, East
iondon, 90; "XVII, East London
and Hackney, 92; XV 111, members
of Friendly Societies, 110; X1X,
attendances at churches and chap-
ds and mission halls, 120, XX,
household expenditure, 136; in-
mates of refuges, 237-240; in-
dustrial sections In Central and
Erst London and Battered,
302-315, 298-9; poverty in West
London, 243.
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Tables of dases assumptions on
which basd, 4.

Theatres, 116. ] o

Toltogl ginence bendfit didties,

Tower Hamlets Co-operative Sodiety,
112,113.
ToynbeeHall, 122,124,

" UNEMPLOYED, The" 149-155.
United Radical Club, 99; co-opera
tive sodety, 112. )
University Club, 99; co-operative

gy, 112,

WALTHAMSTOW, 254-271; workin
men's railway fares from, 258,
local ernment and education
in, 61; adlotments 262-3;

INDEX.

charities, 263-5; thrift in, 265;
amusments  265-7; description
of &, Jamess Strea didrict,
267-271. ]
Wandsworth Bridge Road, 248, 247.
Washing and cleaning, expenditure
west 1L5'1c? £ tionall
st Lonadon, exceptionally poor
digrictsin, 243-248, )
Westminger, table of sedions and
dasss in, 304-5; desriptions of
\A)oc_)vertyln 2435,
hitechiapel, population of, 32; tables
of dasesin, 36; description of,
66;_table of sctions and dasss

in, 78.
Whittington Club, 124.
Women porter ., 202.
Wood Green, 252.

Working men's dubs, 94-106.
Workshaps, 31.
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