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PREFACL.

Tue important events which have lately
taken place in Afghanistan determined me
to publish my Travels in that country, in
a first and separate volume ; and to reserve,
for a subsequent work, those parts of my
manuscript which relate to Kashmir, Great
and Little Tibet, the mountain-banks of
the Indus, and Alpine India north of
the Punjab.

I have made my remarks without the

smallest regard to party considerations.



vi PREFACE.

To Horace Hayman Wilson, Esq., Profes-
sor of Sanscrit in the University of Oxford,
I am greatly indebted, for much liberal and
valuable assistance; and I also feel myself
much obliged to Mr. Masson, the numis-
matologist, for information he gave me at
Kabul regarding the people and the coun-
try, which his long residence there, as the
Correspondent of the Honourable East-
India Company, enabled him to acquire,
and whicb ‘no one was, I believe, more
comffeteiit.to afford than himself.

y wto:pk various bearings in my passage
tbrough the. Sulunanl rnge, but the intense
heat prpveﬂted me from making a regular
map of the route ; ; and I have, therefore, in
order to render the small one inserted in
this work as complete as possible, made
use of that published by Dr. Martin Hon-
ninberger, in the Calcutta Asiatic Society’s
Journal, for April, 1834, and avail myself
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of this opportunity to thank him for the

assistance I have derived from it.

I have only to add, that I have generally
followed the latest and most approved me-
thod of spelling Asiatic names and words,
by the substitution of Italian for English

double vowels.
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2 DEPARTURE FOR MULTAN.

to Karur—Huts of the Villages—Cross the Sinde—
Ferries over the Indus—Arrival at Purawur—Tufan.

AFTER returning to Lodiana from my
first visit to Kashmir and Little Tibet, in
eighteen hundred and thirty-five, I formed
a design of visiting Kabul. The direct
route would have been through Lahore and
Peshawur ; but my principal reason for not
taking that road was, that [ had beenwan-
dering in Kashmir, Little Tibet, and the
Maharajah Runjit Sing’s territories, for
the best part of the year. I had been
considered and treated as his guest, and
had taken leave of him in his capital but a
month or two before.

On the twelfth of March, 1836, I quitted
the hospitable roof of my friend, Captain
(now Sir Claude Martine) Wade, and left
Lodiana for Multan, intending to proceed
thence through the Sulimani mountains to
Kabul, in company with the Lohani kafilas,
or caravans, after having delayed my depar-
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ture for a few days, in order to be present
at the return of the mission which Runjit
Sing had sent to Calcutta, with presents for
the King and Governor-General. Lallah
Govind Jus, a confidential servant of the
Maharajah, was its chief. Guja Sing,
the second in importance, was a well-
looking and intelligent young dandy, often
wearing the splendid yellow dress of the
Sikhs, and sometimes the full uniform
of a British general officer. He had a
great turn for mechanics, and exhibited a
theodolite of his own making ; and a model
of the steam-engine, made for him by Mr.
Prinsep, of Calcutta. He affected to say,
at least so I was informed, that he had seen
little that was new there, excepting the ships
of war, which he allowed were wonderful ;
but it was too evident that he well-knew he
had only to recross the Sutlij to astonish
his inquiring countrymen, and when dis-
coursing on his favourite topic, mechanics,
B 2



4 LODIANA FETE.

the energy of his manner, and his ani-
mated conversation were certainly not the
offspring of oriental indifference. About
two years ago, at Amritsir, he fell from a
window into the street when intoxicated,
and was killed. It would seem that he was
desperately bent upon procuring an English
wife. He fell in love with a lady at Cal-
cutta ; and was, it is said, prevented from
marrying her only because it became known
that he had already two or three wives in
the Punjab. He wished to have remained
there altogether, but Runjit sent down a
request that nothing of the kind should be
allowed ; and even went so far as to desire
that he should be put under arrest, if he
persisted in the latter determination. On
his return, he commenced, without knowing
one syllable of English, a serious flirtation
in the language of the eyes (which seems
to be the same all over the world) with
some lady at Delhi.
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Before 1 started, I was present at a
féte champétre given by Captain Wade,
upon the occasion of the arrival of the
mission. 'There was native dancing, sing-
ing, and sword playing. All the beauty
and fashion of Lodiana were assembled
to see the fireworks and illuminations.
Characters from all quarters beyond the
Sutlij were also present, magnificent Sikhs,
scheming Kashmirians, pensioned Afghans,
and supplicant envoys from Great and
Little Tibet. The next morning there
was an examination of the boys of the
Lodiana school, conducted by the Rev.
Messrs. Wilson and Newton, the American
missionaries, who deserve the greatest
credit, and something more, for their vo-
luntary superintendence, and its results.
To say nothing of the surprising answers
given by the students, particularly to geo-
graphical questions, the examination was

well worth attending, if it were merely to
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see the motley assemblage of which the
school was composed. The first in rank
was the young Nawab Abdul Ghias Khan,
nephew of Dost Mahomed Khan of Kabul.
Next to him came three or four young Sikhs
of an ennobled family—amongst them was
Bissen Sing, a nephew of Kosheal Sing,
Runjit Sing’s chief jemadar, or captain, as
he is called, par excellence ; and also a son
of Kissenchund, the Sikh Vakeel or envoy
resident at Lodiana. The rest of the school
was composed of rising young Munshis and
Baboos of great promise. After reading a
passage in English, the boys were required
to translate it carefully into Hindustani,
and this was usually done with great cor-
rectness, and very little hesitation. Upon
my return to Lodiana this year, I found
that the school existed no more. The
parents of the boys, Mussulmen and Hin-
dus, had become alarmed at the enforced

observance of Christian religious exercises,
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and withdrew their children from the

school altogether.

Baron Hugel, with whom I had travelled
from Kashmir, and myself, were introduced
by Captain Wade to Shah Shuja and Shah
Ziman, the pensioned ex-kings of the coun-
try I was going to visit. We found Shah
Shuja sitting on a chair, in a recess, or ra-
ther doorway, of his house, with a vista,
formed by two rows of attendants, that di-
verged from it as from a centre. He ap-
peared to be a man aged about fifty, of the
middle size, good-natured, and port-wine
complexioned, looking more like a gentle-
man who had lost an estate, than a monarch
who had lost his kingdom. He wore a dark-
coloured robe, a white turban, and white
cotton gloves. Baron Hugel had been re-
ceived with great distinction by Runjit
Sing; I bad come in for a share of it ; every

application which the Shah made to the
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Government went through Captain Wade ;
and yet he allowed neither of us a chair,
but kept us standing the whole time. His
brother, Shah Ziman, resided in a different
part of the building : we went to see him
also : we stood; he sat on the ground,
pale, thin, dejected, and counting his beads.
He asked much about Kashmir, and said
that the shawls were not now so fine as
they used to be. “I remember,” he said,
“ when the finer fabric could be drawn
through a ring” He was praising the
beauty of Kashmir. *“Yes,” remarked the
poor blind monarch, ¢ Kashmir is certainly
beautiful, and the air and water are good ;
but,” he continued, with a melancholy shake
of the head, and a sigh as deep as I ever
heard, ¢ Kabul, Kabul! what is Kashmir
to Kabul ! and I shall never see it again!”
We were surprised to hear from Captain
Wade, that in spite of their common mis-

fortunes and fate, the two brothers were
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not on the best terms with each other.
The next morning, Shah Shuja sent us
several trays, containing the best display
of native cookery that I had seen in the
East ; it had probably been superintended
in management by the ladies of the haram.

I think Lodiana the most interesting
station in India, and that Captain Wade
held the most important appointment, as

political agent to the Sikhs.

After a night’s dik, or journey in a pa-
lanquin, I found myself at the village of
Dhurmkote, and my horse in waiting for
me. Two days’ ride, over a flat and fertile
country, brought me to Firozpore, a place
only remarkable for the lofty walls of its
fort ; which, in the distance, appeared to
rise from the plain like a thick and regu-
lar clump of trees. Since the late meeting
of Lord Auckland and Runjit Sing, it has
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been put in a state of repair, and a new
cantonment has been formed there, as being
the nearest place to the Sikh capital, La-
hore ; thither, too, in case of need, the Bri-
tish cavalry and horse-artillery could arrive

in a few hours after crossing the river.

The next day, I was ferried across the
Sutlij, after an hour’s ride from the town.
The river here is somewhat more than two
hundred yards in width, from the Punjab
side ; and it was then so shallow, that the
ferrymen jumped into the water, to assist
in dragging the boat ashore. 'The banks all
around were flat, sandy, and uninteresting.
On the same day, I arrived at Gullah,
about seven miles in the interior; and from
thence passed through Pak Patan, a consi-
derable village, built on a mound, rising
alone from a perfect flat. The last place
mentioned by Arrian and Quintus Curtius,

in their account of Alexander’s march to-
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wards the Sutlij, is Sangala. Mr. Masson,
who had visited the ruins of Hurripore, or
“ the green city,” a few hours’ march from
the eastern bank of the Ravee, assured
me that he felt quite convinced of this
having been the site of Sangala; and that
a hill, and a lake, and other localities men-
tioned in the description of Alexander’s
victory over the Kathai, were then exist-
ing, in such a relative position to each
other as to correspond exactly with the ac-
count given of Sangala by those authors.
It may be inferred, from what follows,
that Alexander went thence directly to-
wards the Sutlij, and built his celebrated
altars. Pak Patan lies exactly east of
Hurripore. But Alexander was surely too
anxious about his glory to have built his
altars on the plains of India, where they
would be washed away by the river, which is
constantly changing its course, otherwise I

should have been very much inclined, with
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all deference, to have placed them at Pak
Patan : the name signifies, literally, “the

y

clean ferry;” whence we should imagine
that the river once flowed close toit. It
is now a few miles from the Sutlij, and the
country is covered with a low jungle; but
the lofty mound on which the village has
gradually risen cannot but suggest the idea
of a substratum of ruins; and the place
derived an interest in my eyes upon the
mere possibility of what those ruins might
be. I think it probable that Alexander
would rather have followed up the course
of the Sutlyj, for the purpose of building
his altars upon the solid rock of the Hima-
laya. 1 believe that the trench and ruins
first visited by Mr. Moorcroft upon the
Sekunder,—the Dhar, or hill of Alexander,
near the Mundeh country,—are the remains
of his celebrated altars. Place and proba-
bility are well in -accordance with this
opinion ; but I shall reserve a more length-
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ened dissertation on the subject, and on the
position of the rock of Aomos, until I treat

of my journeys to Kashmir and Tibet.

My next stations were Tibi, Lukhoki,
Luka, Suldera, Tiba, and Mukdam-Ram.
Six miles beyond the latter place the
domes of Multan were visible over the
jungle. I arrived there on the sixth of
April, after a very uninteresting march,
though without accident or robbery.
Thanks to Captain Wade and Kissen
Chund, Runjit Sing’s vakeel at Lodiana, I
had been furnished with a sufficient guard.
There was a perfect flat or plain through-
out the whole distance, much was in cul-
tivation, but more was jungle, composed
principally of a prickly mimosa, tamarisk,
and byr-apple or jujube growing in isolated
bushes, on a hard and sun-glazed soil.
Where there was cultivation, the Persian
wells were seen and heard constantly at

12
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work, for the purposes of irrigation. The
crops, chiefly of wheat and barley, were
every where green, and looking remarkably
well ; those in the Punjab were, I think,
the finest; the wheat in particular, which
grew here, had no stunted stalk, and was
often as high and as fine-looking as I have
ever seen it in Europe; but the Lahore
wheat has always been celebrated. In the
jungle were antelopes, hares, and black
and grey partridges (francolins), in great
abundance. Tigers are to be found in some
parts of the jungle, and on the banks of the
river. 1 did not hear of any lions, but I
have known small ones to be bayonetted
by Runjit Sing’s hunting Sepahis, within
two days’ march of Lahore, and have seen

their skins.

Upon my arrival at Multan, 1 was domi-
ciled in a Bara-Deri (twelve doors) or

summer house in the Bagh-i-Begi, made
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by the Nawab Surfuras Khan, about thirty
years ago; it was cool, well-shaded with
orange trees, and laid out in the usual
manner, with reservoirs and fountains.
The walks, intersecting each other at right
angles, were raised above the parterres and
flower-beds, that they might be dry when
the latter are covered with water. There
are numerous gardens in the environs of
Multan, often formed around the shrine of
some Mussulman Faquir; and no man will
quarrel with the fanaticism which has pro-
cured him shade and shelter in the cli-
mate of India. In the Hazur-i-Bagh, or
the garden of the Presence, on the north
side of the Fort, I saw a large tree, the
Mowul-Sir1, grown, as they told me, from
a cutting, which was originally brought
from Mecca; but I do not vouch for the
truth of the story. The principal shrine
is that of the Faquir Shums-1-Tabriz;

Shums signifies the sun in Persia. This



16 GREAT HEAT OF MULTAN.

holy man, they say, poor and wretched, made
his appearance in the bazaar at Multan, and
going to a Tabaki or cook’s shop, requested
permission to dress his dinner, which was
rudely denied him. A similar request was
made to another, and was met by a simi-
lar rebuff. The Faquir, proud and indig-
nant, called upon the sun to descend from
heaven. The obedient luminary appeared
in the air above the bazaar, and he cooked
his dinner in its rays. The scorched and
exhausted inhabitants of Multan crawled
to him in terror, and implored him to send
the sun on high again ; a request with which
he at length thought proper to comply.
Sir J. Malcolm, 'in his History of Persia,
affirms that Shums-i-Tabriz was a great
man of the sect of the Sufis, or oriental
philosophers or free-thinkers. They be-
lieve in one God, and the doctrine of pre-
destination, and generally deny the exist-

ence of future rewards and punishments ;
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believing the soul after death to be re-
absorbed into the Divine essence. Some of
this sect affirm that Christ was a Sufi.

After this, it is not surprising that Mul-
tan should be found notoriously hot ; it is
further a very dry place, although nearly
within the full influence of the tropical
rains of India: and it was singular that
scarcely any had fallen for two years
lately. I was, however, fortunate in the
weather, which was cooled by repeated
showers, so that the thermometer averaged
only seventy-six degrees in the shade for
the ten days, between the sixth and six-
teenth of April, that I was there.

Multan, supposed to be the capital of
the Malli, of Alexander’s historians, is a
dusty and slovenly-looking city, containing
about forty-five thousand inhabitants. The
streets are narrow, and the houses are two,

C



18 MULTAN.

three, and four stories high; flat-roofed of
course, and built of sun-burnt brick, with a
washing of mud over them. The city wall,
about five-and-thirty feet high, is of the same
material, but in a decayed state. Around
Multan, in various directions, are numerous
hollow ways of no depth, connected by a
short cut or hole through the bank, when
necessary. In the hot weather these are
filled by means of a deep canal which com-
municates with the river Chenab. The
Fort was built by Buran Bey, the son of the
Emperor Jehan Guire, upon a mound that
rises in the north part of the city, of which
it occupies a considerable portion ; the city

is about three miles in circumference.

There are four gates, one of which is
closed up by the order of the Maharajah
Runjit Sing. The walls of the Fort, which
in some places are sixty feet in height,

with bastions at intervals of about seventy
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yards, are in good repair, but mounted
with a total of only six or seven ill-cast
native guns. They have been surrounded
by a ditch, in many places entirely de-
stroyed. 1In the interior of the Fort is the
shrine of Mir Singh Puree, a Hindoo saint,
and two lofty and spacious buildings erected
over the tombs of two Mussulmen saints of
great celebrity — Bhawul-Huk and Shah
Allum. The ground-plan of one is an
octagon, with a diagonal of about eighteen
yards, and buttresses at the angles. The
lower part of the building is surmounted
with another octagon and a dome rising to
the height of a hundred feet. The whole
of the outside 1s tastefully ornamented with
coloured tiles, chiefly blue, in imitation of
those of China. They were originally
used in ornamenting the public buildings of
Multan, and were made there ; but there is
now no other manufactory of them nearer
c2
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than Delhi. Runjit Sing’s cannon appear
to have told with great effect upon the
roofs of the principal mosques. Most of
the buildings of the Fort were destroyed
after the capture of the city, with the ex-
ception of these shrines and the house of
Mazuffer Khan, which stands on the most
elevated part of it, and commands an ex-
tensive view. This brave man, the last
independent Nawab of Multan, lies buried
in the Vestibule of Bhawul-Huk. For
twelve years he resolutely opposed the in-
roads of the Sikhs, but the Fort was at last
taken in the year one thousand eight hun-
dred and eighteen, by Kurruk Sing, the
only son of Runjit, and present ruler of
the Punjab. Mazuffer Khan fought in
person at the Kederi gate of the Fort,
and at last fell mortally wounded, after a
desperate resistance. When Runjit Sing
visited his tomb afterwards, he is reported
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to have made a speech somewhat of the
same nature with that uttered by Napoleon
at the tomb of Frederick of Prussia.

Multan is famous for its silk manufac-
tures. I visited the house of a weaver ; it
presented a very different appearance from
the atelier of a shawl-maker in Kashmir:
there 1 have seen twenty men at work in
one room, here there are seldom more than
three, who sit in a hollow in the ground,
by which means their hands are brought
down even with the tanee or woof, which 1s
extended near the floor and fastened to a
post not more than a foot in height. This
apparatus takes up a great deal of room,
whereas the frame of the shawl-worker,
which is perpendicular, does not occupy a
space of more than six square yards.
Seven hundred maunds of raw silk are

brought to Multan every year by the Lo-
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hanis, chiefly from Bokhara and Turkistan :
these are manufactured in one hundred and
fifty workshops. One man will finish an
ordinary kaish or piece of silk in six days,
perhaps three yards long and a foot and a
half wide, taking eight days previously for
the arrangement of the weaving apparatus.
A very handsome kaish is finished in six-
teen days. That of the red colour is most
valuable, it is dyed with cochineal, which is
brought from either Bombay or Bokhara ;
that from Bombay is one rupee a seer—
about a shilling a pound. Multan is also

famous for its carpets and embroidery.

There are from a thousand to fifteen
hundred maunds of tobacco produced
around Multan annually, The best, which
is called suruk, or the red, is sold for six
annas, equal to about nine pence. Inferior
kinds are sold from four to two annas a seer.
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I exchanged visits with Saman Mul, the
governor of Mulfan : Runjit Sing has been
heard to say, that he was one of the best
officers in his servicee. Whilst I was at
Multan, he sent me a kilaat or dress of
honour, together with an elephant, and a
couple of horses for my use, as an especial
mark of his favour. He is a thin man, with
a good tempered, and, for a native, a supe-
rior expression of countenance, and is said to
have distinguished himself at the taking of
the city. His government was well-spoken
of by the Lohani merchants, who gave him
an excellent character for justice in his
dealings with them. He is the arch oppo-
nent of the minister Rajah Dhihan Sing,
and his brothers Gulab and Sucheyt Sing,
whose influence at the court of Runjit is
usually all-powerful.

On the eleventh of April, the Besak, a
Hindoo festival, took place in the morning ;
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I rode to the river, about three miles dis-
tant. The country which intervenes be-
tween the city and its banks was looking
very green and picturesque, considering it
is entirely flat : a great deal of land was
under cultivation and bearing very fine
crops of wheat. Well-planted gardens
were always in sight; and date and palm-
trees standing singly or in groups, were
frequently seen amongst the numerous
topes or clumps of mulberry, mango,
banian, peepul, and acacia trees. By the
roadside were the venders of wreaths and
fans made from the flags that grew on the
water’s edge. In the afternoon there was
a fair in the Bagh Ali Akber, a garden
with a shrine of a Fakir of that name.
I saw the Multanis returning; every spe-
cies of conveyance had, of course, been put
in requisition, horses, mules, donkeys, carry-
ing one or two persons, camels, each bear-

ing seven or eight women and children,
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disposed on either side in trucks, and
unlicensed bullock carts, with cargoes of
giggling dancing girls. The number of
persons who will stow themselves in these
vehicles is quite astounding; all were in
their holiday dresses. The Hindoo was to
be distinguished by his cast-mark on his
forehead, his rose-coloured turban, and red
flowing trousers. The Multan Mussulman
usually wore a white dress, of the same
kind of pattern. The Sikh, generally a
Sepahi, was recognised by his sword,
matchlock, and accoutrements; his scanty
turban, his earrings, his would-be knee
breeches, or his close fitting ill-made trou-
sers. The Lohanis, my future fellow-tra-
vellers, were conspicuous, by reason of the
snake-like folds of their turban, and by
their dark, swarthy, and manly features
beneath them. Ferishta says, that Multan
was three or four times chastised by Mah-
moud of Ghuzni, for revolt, and that he
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marched thence across the Desert, in his
way to Guzerat and Somnath.

I quitted Multan the seventeenth of
April, in company with Ameer Khan, a
Lohani of the highest rank, who had one
of the noblest countenances I ever be-
held. I was introduced to him at Lodiana,
by Captain Wade. We were ferried over
the river at the Rajghat in a large and
clumsy, but useful boat. The Teenmu
(three months), for so the stream is called,
is formed by an union of the Chenab,
the Jalum, and the Ravee, the two first
forming a junction with each other about
forty miles above Ahmedpore, receiving
the Ravee at that place, which is, I be-
lieve, also about the same distance from
Multan. The Teenmu is hardly a third
part of the stream of the Indus, and
yet at Multan it is half a mile in width:
though much indebted to its sands and
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islands for this expanse, it is certainly a
very large body of water, the main stream
running beneath the right bank, with a
depth of about five or six yards. After a
fine morning’s march, over a flat and desert
country, with little shade, and very bad
water, I arrived at Larga, a small, but
neat-looking town, built of mud and brick,
and nearly equi-distant from Dhera Ghazi
Khan, and Dhera Ismael Khan. For
twenty miles previously, I had a distant
view of the Sulimani mountains, on the
opposite side of the Indus, running, ap-
parently, from the north-west to the south-
east. 'The weather was hazy, and 1 could
distinguish little besides a low waved out-
line. At Larga, I saw the sun set directly
behind the Kayser or Tukt-i-Suliman
mountain, distant about sixty miles. I
here learned that the Maharajah had
marched ten thousand men, under the
command of Rajah Sucheyt Sing, into
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the mountain district of Bunu, lying to the
north of Karabagh. My next stage was
Karur. At a village called Radal, I acci-
dentally noticed a Zwanjera tree, produ-
cing a red gum, called, I think Chyr; it
was common, I was told, at Multan, but
not in India. Karur resembles Larga, but
is smaller : it stands on the edge of a plain,
covered with the tufts of the gigantic grass,
of which the huts throughout this country
are made. They look like huge half
barrels of straw, hooped with cables of the
same material. The district is not desti-
tute of villages. In the jungle, I nearly
run foul of a Cobra, whose motionless head
was raised above the bush, in which his
body was concealed, and bore so much
resemblance to a dead branch, that I did
not perceive what it was, until I was close

upon him.

On both sides of the river we passed a
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tamarisk jungle, swarming with wild boars.
The ground was hard and dry at this
season, but in June, when the river is
swollen by the rains, that fall in the moun-
tains, it causes such a flood that a boat can
be piloted from Kurur for fifteen miles,
to a village on the opposite side, and
parallel with the banks for a much greater
distance. I was first ferried over a small
branch of the Sinde, about a hundred
yards in width and seven feet in depth.
We then rode for nearly a mile over an
island of sand, and arrived at the Kyaree
or Putah Ghat, where there is a ferry over
the main stream. A grass hut, erected by the
ferryman, afforded a shelter from the heat.
The thermometer stood at one hundred
degrees in the sun, by the boiling scale ;
and I should estimate the elevation at about
eight hundred feet. The Sinde, Indus, or
Attok, is here about three quarters of a

mile in width, deep, and not very muddy,
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containing, I should think, at least half as
much water again as any other stream of
the Punjaba, running at the rate of nearly
three miles an hour. The name Attok is
derived from Atkana, or Atukna, signifying
in Hindustani, fo stop ; no pious Hindoo will
venture to go beyond it of his own accord,
for fear of losing caste. From the moun-
tains downward to the junction at Mittun-
kote, it is called the Sinde, or Abu Sin,
“ the father river.” There is upon record
an account of a Hindu or Sikh force, that
chased a party of Mussulmen across the
Indus, but refused to follow up their suc-
cess by crossing it themselves. I regret
that I did not make a note of the circum-
stance when it was related to me, but it
may be known to many of my oriental
readers. Such is the wonderful attachment
to the British uniform, which they are proud
of wearing, that in the late expedition to
Afghanistan, the native Sepahis, many of
12
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them Rajpoots, cheered loudly when they
saw the British flag flying at Bukkur, and
passed the bridge over the Indus with
enthusiasm.

Replete with interest from the moun-
tains of Upper Tibet and Karakorun,
to its junction with the ocean at Karachi,
this vast stream appears to roll over, rather
than through, the naked sand of the plains,
and where, without it, there would be
neither barrier nor boundary; it wanders
from the northern to the southern horizon,
as if unconscious of its own importance as
a line of demarcation, or as a Rubicon
alike to the native and the invader of
Hindostan.

The Tukt-i-Suliman, or Kayser moun-
tain, bore north-north-west of the ferry,
distant about forty miles. There are four
large ghats or ferries between the Putla
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Ghat, and seven to the south, between it
and Dhera Ghazi Khan. The river varies
in width, near Karabagh; and it narrows
between the hills to about one hundred and
sixty yards, with a tranquil stream. Half-
a-dozen strong, large, and useful boats, built
of the Deodar or hill-cedar, fastened with
iron clamps, and ornamented with carving,
ply at this ferry, which is the richest of all.
I was told that the ferryman received about
two thousand five hundred rupees for pas-
sage money annually. The Lohanis from
Calcutta, Delhi, Jypoor, all take this route
to their rendezvous at Derabund. A duty
of five per cent. was first levied upon their
merchandise at Multan, the same that was
paid in the time of Mazuffer Khan ; an-
other tax of one rupee, six annas, a maund,
is levied at Larga, on behalf of the Ma-
harajah Runjit Sing, and another of six
annas was then paid to Mahomed Khan,
the Nawab of Dhera Ismael Khan.
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After crossing the main stream of the
Attok, I found myself on another island,
covered with the dwarf tamarisk. 1 forded
the thin shallow strcam on the other side
of it, and arrived at Purawur. I observed
the boys of the village playing a regular
English game of peg-top, the pegs were
of wood. The Tukt-1-Suliman mountains

bore north-west of Purawur.

A furtous tufan passed over me at this
place, and rendered the air deliciously
cool for a day or two afterwards. These
sudden storms are common throughout
India in the spring. For an hour before
sunscet, clouds are gathered in the west-
ern horizon, which 1s illuminated with
repeated flashes of lightning, accompanied
with a continued muttering of distant
thunder, the atmospherc becoming oppres-
sively sultry. Suddenly the heavens are
furiously agitated, a brightening space is

D
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I ~eveEr saw a finer morning than that
which broke after the storm had passed
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away. The jungle had disappeared, and I
emerged on an open space of vast extent,
destitute even of a blade of grass, and as
flat as a bowling-green. It seemed to ex-
tend, with scarcely any intervening object,
to the very foot of the Sulimani range.
The Kayser mountain itself was a noble
object, far higher and bolder than I ex-
pected to find it, and scemed to be a col-
lection of inaccessible precipices. The
mountains of Kalabagh, containing the salt
mines, were on my right; their isolated
tops alone being visible above the horizon.
On the north, the Sulimani range was
finished by the Pahar, or hills of Koh-i-
Tak ; and to the north-west was the Koh-
1-Kondi, with a little snow upon its sum-
mit. The Kayser mountain arose in front,
in a southern direction. The Shirami hills
appeared to descend into the plain, near
Dhera Ghazi Khan. We dismounted at
the village of Gundee. Near this place, I



MOUNDS AND WELL. 37

saw low mounds or hillocks, rising about
thirty feet above the level of the plain,
and, in circumference, about a third part
of a mile. They are covered with broken
bricks and tiles, and are, no doubt, the
remains of villages. In the centre of
one, 1 found a large pit, ten yards
across, and forty feet deep. I was told,
that a few years ago a fakir dreamed
that a well was conccaled there, which -
duced Omar Khan, a Lohani chief, to open
the pit. He found water, but it was very
black ; and a well, sunk in the bottom of
the pit, was filled by the ground falling in
upon it. In the south-eastern corner, an
old circular burj, a tower of red brick, ex-
ceedingly well-built, arose from the bottom
of the pit to the surface, where it was about
five feet in diameter. I saw another and a
larger mound two miles to the south of
Mysozyh, a village which we reached the

next day; it lay on the plain, precisely as
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if it were a mass of clay, that had been
dropped from a great height, its sides fur-
rowed by the trickling of rain, and cracked
by the action of the sun. The surface was
every where covered with bricks, tiles, and
Hindu ornaments made of baked clay ; so
much so, that at first sight it was impos-
sible not to suppose that the place had been
a brick kiln, such as is seen near Agra
and Delhi. The vicinity of a flat space,
similarly covered, served to strengthen such
an opinion ; but its circumference of half a
mile, and its height of fifty feet, were suffi-
cient to assure me that there had been a
town on the plain, and that the mound
contained the ruins of its protecting fort.
Blocks of stone, which had once been
squared, and large flat bricks, fifteen inches
wide at the larger end, and so shaped as to
have belonged to a circular building of se-
ven yards in diameter, were scattered in

every direction. I also found numerous
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fragments of Hindoo 1idols, particularly of
the little humped-back bull. I subsequently
set men working to search the remains of
another old town, not above a mile from
the camp. They brought me nothing but
some old pice (halfpence), with the empe-
ror Jehan Guire’s name upon them; and
some sifted earth, which contained, as they
told me, a few minute particles of gold.
A fourth, and yet larger dhera, as these
mounds are called, exists in the neighbour-
hood of Derabund; it is perhaps a furlong
in length, and rises to about the height of
eighty feet above the plain. Close to it
are the ruins of a town; and both are
washed by a mountain torrent, that has
swept away one side of the mound, and
formed an overhanging chiff, in which red
brick and layers of mortar are to be seen,
together with rounded stones taken from
the old bed of the torrent, for building pur-

poses. The Thanadar, or chief man of a
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village, dispatched persons to dig for me, on
condition that I should cure his eyes for
him, which were not the better for a hot
needle that had been drawn between the
lids by a Poshtu pfactitioner. I procured
nothing remarkable from this mound. There
were five or six more similar to it scattered
over the plain. Their formation is not, I
think, difficult to account for. Water in
these countries is never left to itself: a
well is first built; then a village rises ;
then a fort, usually quadrangular, if we
may judge from those of the present day, is
created. The well becomes dry and choked
up, and the inhabitants leave this home for
another, where better water or pasturage
has been found; cleared land has proved
productive ; a new and more advantageous
market has been opened, or where the preda-
tory visits of the Vuzirli mountaineers have
become less frequent. The mud-works of

the deserted village crack and crumble in the
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sun, or are washed away by the rains; the
stone-work of the fort, solid and resisting,
becomes a nucleus for a bank of sand and
dust, which are driven against it with great
violence, and in immense quantities, by the
tufans, and those whirling pillars of sand
seen on a sultry day moving across every
plainin Asia. Incipient hillocks, formations
of the same kind, may be remarked around

the roots of every bush in the country.

On the twenty-seventh of April, we
reached the Lohani camp at Mysozyh, a
small village protected by two mud forts,
into which they could retire in case of an
attack by the Nawab of Dhera Ismael
Khan. When the kafila or caravan is ab-
sent, they perhaps would not find a hundred
men to defend the fort, and they would be
obliged to retire into the Sulimani moun-
tains for protection. Ameer Khan, my Lohani

friend, was soon surrounded by a host of
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his kinsfolk, men and boys. I was much
amused with the formal mode of salutation
in use amongst the Lohanis. When they
met,—even the oldest friends or relations,
it seemed to make no difference, — the
oriental embrace was first given; that is,
each person passed his head over the left
shoulder of the other, and then over the
right, so that the breasts were brought in
contact. 'The one then asked the other, in
Poshtu I believe, “ Shei jur?” ““Are you
well ?” and was answered with the same
question ; secondly, ¢ Shei pakhair ?” ¢« Are
you strong ?” and was answered again by
the same question ; thirdly, ¢ Rogu shei?”
(I believe), * Are you safe?” and two or
three more, were answered In a similar
manner ; they then embraced again, and
the salutation was finished. The women
did not appear at first, as, according to the
oriental custom, they kept strict purdah ;

that is, remained veiled and secluded. In
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the distance they resemble nuns, in their
appearance and dress ; which consists of a
very dark long robe, and a chudur or man-
tilla of the same colour. Afterwards, on
the march, they became less shy, and I was
struck with their fine features. Many of
them are the offspring of the female slaves,
who have been purchased for their beauty
in the countries north of the Hindu Kosh.
The men were occasionally richly appa-
relled ; they had silks and shawls at com-
mand ; and though there was often too great
a display of finery on their own persons, they
did not always exhibit the carriage and bold
bearing of the Patan or Afghan soldiers.

All accounts agree that the heat on the
plains under the Sulimani range is exces-
sive. The weather, which in the preceding
year, at the same season, was so hot that
the Lohanis could not remain in their

tents, but preferred resting themselves un-
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der the scanty shade of the acacias that are
scattered over the plain around Mysozyh,
was this year much cooler than usual; it
was showery and cloudy by turns, with a
cool breeze from the north at night. The
thermometer, as yet, in my tent, ranged
only from eighty-eight degrees to one
hundred and three, at noon. 1 retired for
shelter to the gateway of the little fort,
which I found was the coolest place, as there
the heat never exceeded ninety-two.  The
Lohanis, who were waiting the arrival of a
caravan from Multan, passed their time as
they best could. They formed in groups
under any shade they could find, chatter-
ing, smoking, and sleeping away the hottest
part of the day, rarely moving, excepting
when aroused by the call to prayers, or to
get a chance shot with the pellet bow. A
young Lohani is seldom seen without one,
and makes good use of it. They are the

best shots 1 cver saw ; the bows are made
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of banswood, sometimes of pustuna, which
grows in the Sulimani range; the bans
is the bambu ; I do not know what the
other is. With these, and round pellets
of clay baked in the sun, they will knock
over as many as ten small birds in a
day. The mulberry bird, or pastor roseus,
was a frequent victim; and the skin and
feathers on the breast were spitted on the
bow as trophies. It is a gregarious bird,
with the habits of the starling, and of the
same size; its plumage is of a dull rose
colour, and black. It visits Persia, Afghan-
istan, and parts of India, in the mulberry
season. The young girls amused them-
selves by swinging; the children splashed
and dabbled in the stream. The breeding
of horses was not neglected ; the donkeys
took care of themselves, making a tremen-
dous noise, and chasing each other about, to
the great discomfiture of the tents and tent-
ropes. 'The dog, usually a half-bred Bok-
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hara greyhound, ran about open-mouthed
from the shade to the water, and then again
from the water to the shade. Fresh arrivals
from Multan would now and then happen,
in the shape of a well-equipped and well-
mounted cavalier, or of a string of camels,
or a peasant riding upon a cow. On one
side of the Attok, the cow is worshipped
by the Sikhs, as sacred; on the other, it is
useful as a beast of burden, and ridden with
a ring in its nose. The sleepers would be
disturbed by some beardless catapultist,
who, having knocked over a bird with his
pellet bow, would scream out lustily for a
chaku, or penknife, in order to cut its
throat before it was dead, and make it
‘ hulal,” that is, lawful eating. Sometimes
a horse would break loose from his picket-
ing ropes, neighing joyously, and dashing
with speed through the camp; or an angry
camel, whose leg had been tied up, would
snap the rope that confined him, and scam-
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per at a long trot over the plain, attended
by two or three horsemen, who, having
mounted in hot haste, were trying to turn
him with their spears, and also by forty or
fifty men on foot, two or three of whom
would hang on by the tail at the same time,
until he was secured. In the evening, the
camels, sheep, and goats, that had been out
browsing the whole day, were driven into
the camp for security. When the mania
for staring at me—the Feringi—was over, I
was comfortable enough, lying in the coolest
place I could find, with my books, drawing
and writing materials around me, unmo-
lested, excepting when asked for medicines.
I was glad to hear that common medicine,
such as senna, could be purchased in every
bazaar; and that leeches were generally
procurable, far or near. I often adminis-
tered sulphur, but calomel only in extreme

cases.
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Ameer Khan was the only person who
would sit in a chair before me ; and in the
cool of the evening, I usually sent for him,
to listen to his stories about Kabul, and
the countries north of the Hindu Kosh.
How the king of Bokhara, Bahadur Khan,
in his conduct and decisions, acted up to
the letter of the Koran. How he was
attended, as he rode through the streets;
and how the people gave him their most
respectful salaam. How a man who drank
there, was punished by so many stripes,
(I forget how many), for the first offence,
so many for the second, and by death for
the third ; and how tobacco and wine were
used in secret. IHow at the festival of the
Ede, the king, like Solomon of old, at the
consecration of the temple, stood in front
of the people, who were ranged by thou-
sands, on the plain of the Ldegar; and
how, when he gave the signal, the inferior
Mullahs listened to his words, and watched
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the time of prostration, praying when he
prayed, and kneeling when he knelt. How
the earth was supported on a cow, and the
cow stood upon the water; and how hot
and cold were breathed forth by two
enormous serpents. How Alexander the
Great was a Mussulman, an@ that the
Mullah was ready to tell me so! That the
reason, why the Hindus take such pains
in cleaning their tecth, is, that they are
trying to purify themselves from the taint
which their ancestors acquired, when
Mahmud, of Ghuzni, played them a trick,
and made them unconsciously eat the dust
of the pounded idol, at Somnath ; and how
the same great man, in the plenitude of
his pride and power, commanded a fakir,
who was renowned for his learmng, to tell
him without fail by to-morrow’s dawn, and
under the threat of a heavy punishment,
where the centre of the world was ! and how
the terrified and puzzled fakir was relieved

K
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by the advice which his daughter gave
him ; and how, in accordance with 1t, on
the next morning, the fakir boldly ad-
vanced, in full durbar to the throne of
Mahmud, and striking his staff’ into the
ground, at the monarch’s feet, exclaimed
there was the ‘ centre of the world!”
And how his address and wisdom were re-
warded by the flattered Mahmud, and how
he was applauded by the courtiers, who
dared not dispute the point with him, by
saying that the centre of the universe was
not at Mahmud’s feet. Ferishta says, that
the king had one night, in a debauch, cut
off the long tresses of his favourite mis-
tress, and was much concerned the next
morning for what he had done: he sat,
rose, and walked by turns, and his attend-
ants were too much alarmed to approach
him. The philosopher and poet Unsuri,
accosted him with some extempore lines,

which so pleased the king, that he ordered
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his mouth to be three times filled with
jewels; and then calling for wine, he sat
with the poet and washed down his grief.
Mahmud Khan, the powerful chief of
Dhera Ismael Khan and Mazuffer Khan,
the brave defender of Multan, were
brothers of the family of the Sirdoyze.
Mahmud Khan’s territories extended
from Mohamed Wallah, ten miles on the
west of Multan, to Dhera Bund, at the
foot of the Sulimani range, and from
Mohmund Kote on the south, to the hills
of Karabagh, fifty miles above Dhera
Ismael Khan. Four years after the death
of Mahmud Khan, who could bring seve-
ral thousand cavalry into the field, Runjit
Sing took the country, after a faint resist-
ance of twenty days, having first invested
and captured Munkera, a strong fort on
the Punjab side of the Attok. The pre-
sent Nawab Shere Mahomed Khan is a
grandson of Mahmud Khan, and then held
E 2
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the country, on payment to the Maharajah,
of forty, fifty, or a hundred thousand ru-
pees yearly. How completely has the
discipline of the Sikhs, and the talents of
their extraordinary ruler, overthrown the
power of the Afghans on the line of the
Indus. Multan, Shikapore, Dhera Ghazi
Khan, were taken when Jabar Khan, the bro-
ther of Dost Mahomed Khan, of Kabul, was
governor, to say nothing of the conquest
of Kashmir and Peshawur; and although
Runjit had not occupied Sinde, yet his suc-
cesses had emboldened the Ameers to
refuse their tribute to Kabul; they have
paid none since Shah Shuja-ul-Mulkh, when
in possession of the throne of Kabul, visited
Sinde and Kandahar, for the purpose of
collecting money to defray the expenses
of the war in which he lost his crown.
After the taking of Mankera, Khuruk Sing
crossed the Attok at the Kyari Ghat, on

a predatory expedition, and carried away
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more than a lak of rupees. Five years
afterwards, the country was successively
visited by Kosheal Sing, Tarah Chund, and
No Nehal Sing, the present heir-apparent
of the Punjab.

The Lohanis are descended from Lohani
or Luhur, the son of Miani, a Mussulman
shepherd, or goat-herd of Ghor, or Mush-
kon, a district cast of Ierat, who lived in
the time of Mahmud, of Ghuzni. Lohani
had two wives; Syr, by whom he had
Morwut ; and Turi, by whom he had five
sons ; Muma, Meya, Tatur, Panuch, and
Hud, who had no children. Muma had
three sons; Yakub, Yasin, and Hyder.
The descendants of Yakub are called
the Yakul Kyl. Yasm had two sons;
Dowlut and 1assan. Ilyder had four
sons; whence the Zukukyl, Pura Kyl
Ibrahim Kyl, and Kurzi. The Lohanis

consider one or other of the names just
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mentioned, as the founder of their family.
These Lohanis, who are descended from
Meya, called themselves the Meya Kyl
The next are the Tatur Kyl, and the
Panuch Kyl. Lohani himself was a wan-
dering trader. There were Lohanis, the
sons of Miani, with Mahmud of Ghuzni,
who returned with him after his victories
in Hindustan; Mahmud’s son was Sultan
Mahomed. Sultan Masud, who succeeded,
had no sons; and about this time, the
Lohanis were placed at Derabund, which
was given to them. From that time to
this, they have traded between Hindustan
and Kabul ; and they are real men of busi-

ness. Such is their own account.

When the danger of the march through
the mountains is over, they think of nothing
but the price of goods. I never showed
them anything, whether intended as a pre-

sent or not, but the first question was, what
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may be the price of that in London or Cal-
cutta? At Kabul, they will come to the
house of a debtor with a pair of scales, per-
haps a month or two before the payment is
due ; and, by making up a good story, will
sometimes screw out the money beforehand.
If they sell a poor Afghan an ox, for instance,
at a year’s credit, the creditor, with two or
three of his friends, will take care to wait
upon their debtor in due time, treating him
with great courtesy, and perhaps observing
some delicacy in making their demands;
but they compel payment of the money, by
residing in the poor man’s house, as his
guests, till the cash be forthcoming, as the
laws of hospitality will not permit him to

turn them out.

Runjit Sing has since taken the country
belonging to the Nawab of Dhera Ismael
Khan, but the Lohanis were constantly

in hot water with the Nawab ; and on the
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eve of departure, we were nearly delayed
by his detention of some camels, until a cer-
tain sum was paid for them. Some years
since, they determined to resist his exorbi-
tant taxation of their merchandise. I was
informed that he entered their country
around, with three thousand men, and sc-
ven pieces of cannon. The Lohanis assem-
bled from all quarters, and were more than
numerically equal to the invader. They
fired at each other for twenty-four hours ;
but the Lohanis had the advantage, as the
lights which he burnt enabled them to pick
off his men during the night. The Loha-
nis—such is their own account—Ilost two
hundred and fifty men; and the Nawab was
obliged to retreat, with the loss of four hun-
dred, two or three of his cannon, and with a
diminished revenue. Thenceforth the duties
paid by the Sirdagurs, or Lohani merchants,
were reduced from nine to six annas a

maund for their cloth goods, from eight to
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six rupees for every sale camel, and from
five to three for every sale horse: and the
impost levied at Derabund was reduced from
one thousand four hundred, to one thousand
one hundred, rupees a-year. The monarchs
of Kabul were more lenient, exacting only
five thousand rupees yearly, for the two
villages of Derabund and Mvsozyh. I do
not quite vouch for the accuracy of these
statements, having heard of them only from

the Lohanis themselves.

Derabund 1s a wretched looking village, a
collection of low mud walls, well watered by
a mountain stream, and tolerably sheltered
by a few mimosa and tamarisk trees. It is
surprising that no mango topes, or clumps,
have been planted, considering how long
the Lohanis have dealt with the country as
their own, and the great heat to which they
and their families are exposed, and how

much beholden they are to shade for their
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health and comfort. The slope of the plain
is the most deceitful I have ever seen. As
the Attok pursues its course some distance
from the mountains, there can be no doubt
that the ground descends from them to the
river ; but I could hardly believe it to be
the case, had I not seen stream after stream
running downwards. Derabund and My-
sozyh are just sufficiently distant to com-
mand what may be termed an horizon be-
tween them and the mountains; and the
real declivity being very slight, the ground
appears to drop a little on the other side
of it.

Derabund was much injured by an earth-
quake which occurred five years back, early
in the spring. 1t was felt from Peshawur
to Dhera Ghazi Khan, but the centre of its
violence was at Derabund. Camels and
horses could not stand; water appeared

from crevices that opened in the plain ; and
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fragments of loosened rock fell in several
places amongst the mountains. I wished
very much to have ascended the Kayser,
or Tukt-i-Suliman ; but, after all, my at-
tempts at arrangements for that purpose
were unsuccessful. They first talked of a
very numerous guard, which was to be hired
at an expense I did not choose to incur;
the company of a mullah, or holy man, was
then suggested, but when it came to the
point, he said he could not answer for my
safety without a sufficient escort. There
would be a certainty of detention until a
large sum of money was paid, the paths
were few and difficult, and there was no
possibility of avoiding the mountaineers,
who were numerous and lawless. Tyranny is
better than anarchy, and any government is
better than no government at all,—so says
a high legal authority. Had there been a
chief, although a robber, he might have been
bribed and flattered, by the honour of re-
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ceiving a Feringi. It might have been in my
power to have asked a boon for him at the
hands of Dost Mahomed Khan, or the Nawab
of Dhera. Butthe inhabitants of these moun-
tains, throughout their whole extent, own
little authority but those of their mullahs,
who are supposed to decide with honour,
even amongst thieves. The Tukt-1-Suliman,
from the plains, appears to be a serrated
ridge, mural and perpendicular near the
top, shaped somewhat like a horse-shoe,
with a circular end to the north. Tt rises
much above any other mountains in sight.
The Lohanis say it is higher than any hill
between Derabund and Kabul. The lof-
tiest part is to the north-west; and as it
sinks a little on the north-east quarter, the
double ridge is discernible from the latter
place. Derabund being about seven hun-
dred feet above the level of the sea, as far
as I can trust the measurement that I ven-
tured to make from the plains, I should
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estimate the height of the ridge to be about
nine thousand feet more. Dark and finely
pencilled lines were visible for about two-
thirds of the height of the ridge. These,
when seen through a glass, proved to be
rows of fir-trces, waving as they projected
or receded, with the ravines and banks on
its side; a few only were growing on the
sheltering crevices upon the summit, which,
in the distance, appeared to be of a bare,
light-coloured, grey rock. 1 was told, that
on the top, there was a holy stone or rock,
the seat of a Mussulman Fakir, whose name

it bears ; but I venture to doubt the story.

My inquiries for natural curiosities were
not wholly unsuccessful. Ameer Khan sent
into the mountains for some mineral liquor,
which he told me was collected by dipping
cotton into the placeswhere it oozed through

the ground. I thought immediately that it
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was water which had passed through a bed
of mumiai, the asphaltum so well known in
India, by the natives, under the name of
“negro’s fat'.”  The natives of India be-

lieve that mumiai is procured from a negro’s

! Mr. Edward Solly, Jun., of the Royal Asiatic So-
ciety, has favoured me with the following notice. “ The
fluid is of a honey-brown colour; at the temperature of
55° Fahr. (when I examined it); it is of about the con-
sistence and degree of transparency of honey. When it
is warmed to a little above 60°, it becomes limpid, and
nearly transparent; when cooled, it becomes more and
more viscid, and finally solid. Rubbed on the skin, it
feels greasy, in the manner peculiar to naphtha ; it stains
paper like an oil.  Its specific gravity, at 60° is =08491 ;
and it, in consequence, floats upon the surface of water.
At the common temperature (i. e. below 70°), it gives ofl
verylittlevapour,and therefore does not inflame on the ap-
proach of a light ; when, however, it isheated up between
200 and 300°, it easily inflames, and burns with a very
bright and smoky flame. Although it gives off but little
vapour, its odour is strong, and exactly similar to ordi-
nary Persian naphtha; and, in fact, it agrees with that
substance in all points but two. These are, first, its
density is greater; and, secondly, its tendency to con-
geal or solidify is greater. The cause of these peculi-
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brain, and is made to exude by hanging him
up by the heels overa slow fire. It is much
valued ; a great deal is brought from Kabul,
but that from Little Tibet is preferred. I
presented some of it to Runjit Sing, and
he seemed to prize it highly. Marvellous
are the stories related of the cures it will

perform, in cases of fracture; but, without

arities is, that the naphtha holds in solution a fixed
bituminous substance, which is considerably heavier
than naphtha, and which is solid in common temperature.
‘When the crude naphtha is submitted to careful distilla-
tion, there first comes over a small portion of water, to
the presence of which the turbidness of the liquid is due;
the liquid in the retort then begins to boil, and the pure
naphtha passes over, the boiling point rising all the time,
until at last there remains a dark-coloured, almost opaque,
pitch-like matter, which becomes solid as it cools. By
rectifying the distilled naphtha several times, I obtained it
colourless, and perfectly like common naphtha, but rather
more dense, its specific gravity being 0:8168. From all
this, it appears that the fluid is naphtha, holding in solu-
tion a bituminous matter.” This bituminous matter is
probably mumiai. Some of it was brought from Kabul
by Lieutenant Conolly, and an analysis of it is to be seen
in the Journal of the Calcutta Asiatic Society.



64 MUMIAI CURES.

believing a tenth part of them, I have heard
of some from authorities I cannot doubt.
A person having fractured a bone is imme-
diately made to swallow a large pill of mu-
miai. The dose is repeated in a day or two.
Milk is, I believe, his diet thenceforth until
the limb is recovering. It must act, I should
presume, as a very powerful stimulant, so as
to 1ncrease the necessary secretions; but,
at all events, I am so well assured by every
one that the limb is sound again in a very
short space of time, that I am almost
tempted to believe, with Sancho, that I
might safely say I had seen its effects tried
myself; which, however, I have not, al-
though I have seen many, particularly in
Little Tibet, who professed to have been
cured by it. It 1s the mumea orientalis of
the ancients; and the Egyptian mummies
(whence the name?) were swathed with
cloths dipped in mumiai.— FVide Ure’s Dic-
tionary of Chemistry—Asphaltum.
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Whilst remaining at Derabund the moun-
taineers were constantly worrying the Lo-
hanis, prowling like jackals round the camp
after nightfall ; and, on the very eve of our
departure the alarm drums were beaten,
and a party set out to retake thirty camels,
which the marauders had surprised, and
were driving off to the mountains. They
desisted, as the rescue approached. The
stoppage of the water-courses was another
serious cause of a quarrel. The moun-
taineers descended in the night, and turned
the principal stream by which the camp
was supplied. A well-armed party sallied
forth, in the morning, to the place where
the dam had been made. The mountaineers
fled at their approach; and they returned
from the expedition, singing, shouting, and
dancing a regular war dance, brandishing
at the same time their drawn swords. The
day of departure was at length fixed;
but on the evening before, we heard that

F
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some Lohanis had been detained by the
Nawab of Dhera Ismael Khan, and their
relatives went round the camp with the
Koran in their hand, praying their friends,
for the love of God and respect for the
true faith, to remain one day longer, and
give the detenus a chance of recovering
their liberty; which, on the morrow, I was
glad to hear they had purchased for two

thousand rupees.
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CHAPTER III.

The Kafila—The Caravan sets out— High Tempera-
ture—Ladies mounted on Camels—Their Dress—The
order maintained — Night Guards — Zurkhaneh —
Shonkul—Great height of the Thermometer—Gomul
River—Medical practice—Encamp at Monjighurra—
Tax levied here—Mountaineer ferocity—Enter the
Territory of the Tak Rajah— Alarm of Attack—Moun-
tain Strata—Nilei—Euter a Defile—The Vuziris—
Precaution taken—Lohani Graves—The Serpent-
eater—Ursak—The Tukt-i-Suliman—ZFresh Alarm—
Reach Terapore—Treatment of a Sick Man—Scufile
witha Holy Man-——A Lohani Funeral—Predestination.

Tue kafila, or caravan, in which I travelled,
is the last and the largest of those that pro-
F 2
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ceed every year from Derabund to Kabul.
The first and second start nearly on the
same day. A person wishing to travel with
the first, should calculate upon arriving at
Derabund before the tenth of April ; if with
the second, before the twentieth or twenty-
fifth of the same month ; the third or largest
is more uncertain, but its day of departure
is usually the tenth or twelfth of May. The
first kafila carries with it the coarse goods
of Moghiana (a town situated on the Chenab
river), and the salt of the Punjab. The whole
of these goods are disposed of at Ghuzni,
Kabul, and Kandahar. The camels of the
second kafila are burdened with indigo, pur-
chased at Multan and Buhawulpore, and
the chintz of Hindustan. Some part of this
investment finds its way to Bokhara. The
third, which is the largest, consists of the
Lohanis Sirdagur, who cannot exactly time
their arrival, as they travel from Hydrabad,
Calcutta, Benares, Delhi, Jypore, and the
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other large cities of India. The bulk of
their lading consists of kimkab or golden
cloth of Benares, English chintzes and cali-
cos, gun-locks, and similar articles. A great
proportion of these goods is transported
beyond the Hindu Kosh. The last and
longest of the Lohanis kafilas moved back
this year from Ghuzni towards Derabund,
on the fifteenth of October. They carry
pomegranates, almonds, raisins, and ruwash,
from Kabul; and feom Bokhara, horses, co-
chineal, nankin, gold thread, raw silk, and
other goods. The Emperor Baber cursorily
mentions the Lohanis several times, in his
wmemoirs. He appears to have considered
and treated them as natives of Hindus-
tan, who were opposed to the progress
of his arms in that country. They traded
then as now, and their merchandise was of
the same description. Ferishta mentions
that Bahadur Khan, son of Duria Khan

Lohani, governor of Behar, assumed the
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title of king, under the name of Mohamed
Shah, and found himself, shortly before
his master Ibrahim was defeated by Baber
at Paniput, at the head of one hundred
thousand rebel horse, and that he beat the
Delhi (Ibrahim’s) troops in several engage-
ments. I do not find him mentioned in
Baber. Besides the Lohanis, there are five
or six kafilas which annually pass the Hindu
Kosh for Bokhara, laden with various wares.
We marched on the mineteenth of May,
and encamped under some trees, at a
place called Lalukote. Up to the eighth
or twelfth, the weather had been tolera-
ble; on that day the thermometer stood
at ninety-eight degrees, in the shade of a
well-covered mud building. It had risen
gradually every day ; and on the twentieth,
it stood at one hundred and eleven, in the
same building, although it was cooled as
much as possible by a frequent sprinkling
of water on the floor. In the open air, the
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hot gusts were like the heat of a furnace.
I kept off fever by sleeping in the open air,
abstemious and regular diet, breakfasting
on suji or the heart of wheat, with water ;
dining on a boiled chicken, or chicken
broth; and drinking a very considerable

quantity of black tea.

We were now fairly en route; and, con-
sidering all things, it was surprising how
little confusion there was. About two hours
before daylight, the whole kafila was in
motion, preceded by a few straggling match-
lock men, and a drummer to beat the alarm.
Then followed the numerous camels, laden
and unladen. The ladies of the Zunanas
rode upon a kind of square platform, com-
posed of innumerable cushions; at each
corner arose a small tower of the same
formation; protected and supported by
these, they seemed to be exceedingly com-
fortable. Chocolate, trimmed with a little
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yellow, was the predominant colour worn ;
and the whole turn out, the camels included,
was ornamented with fringes and devices,
made of cowrie shells. The shyness with
which the ladies at first regarded the
Feringi, now wore off a little; and they
often seemed careless of being observed,
covering their faces but very scantily.
Some of them were exceedingly handsome;
usually very fair, with regular features, black
hair, eyes hazel, and blackened cyelids. The
young girls wore a single braid in front,
which supported a piece of gold, a coin, or
other ornament, dangling between the eyes.
The married women wore massive gold
earrings, composed of thin plates, strung
together. Children were perched in every
place, and in every attitude ; most of them
had an unhealthy look, and bad eyes, ari-
sing from the enormous quantity of grease
and sweetmeats they were allowed to eat;

they resembled puppets, and wore caps,
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shaped like those of a Spanish inquisitor.
The cavaliers pranced along gallantly by
the side of their ladies, usually riding on
mares, as horses would be incessantly fight-
ing. I was myself obliged to change my
English curb and snaffle for a “ Regulus”
bit, studded with blunted spikes. The
composure with which the horse, a very
spirited animal that Runjit had presented
to me, conducted himself afterwards, was
surprising ; whereas, before, it was a ser-
vice of constant danger to myself and
others to ride him. MHerds of cattle, of
the half-bred humped breed, light, active,
and not easily fatigued by wading through
streams, and treading over rocks, were
mixed up with goats and sheep, that were
threading their way amongst the larger
animals. An ass of Bokhara, the only one
of the caravan, attracted my attention; it
was white, and a very noble animal, much

larger than any I had ever seen before.
12
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The price at Bokhara was about sixty
Kabul rupees. or four pounds sterling.

I am not aware of a caravan in any east-
ern country where the manners of a Mus-
sulman family can be so well observed;
nor do I think there is any place, where
the Mahometan women of rank appear so
much in public. Upon arriving at our
ground, it was always surprising to observe
the celerity with which the camels were
unladen. The burdens were piled up like
a wall, on the western side of the tent, so
that the owners’ heads might rest against it,
in the direction of the prophet’s tomb, at
Mecca. The tent, or rather a dark brown
pall, was then pitched, generally by the
ladies, and in ten minutes all was ready ;
a short meal, and a long siesta followed ;
and for three or four hours the whole
camp was so hushed, that had it not been
for the eternal braying of the sleepless



ZURKHANEH. 75

donkey, I should not have been aware of
its existence. In the afternoon, every one
was awake ; the camels were driven in by
the watchmen ; the men seated themselves
in groups, to smoke and chat ; women gos-
sipped from tent to tent ; and the children
were enjoying the inexpressible pleasure of
making a noise. The evening meal was
then prepared, and the tents struck, before
they retired to rest, so that there might
be no delay in the morning. The guards
loudly challenged throughout the whole of
the night, firing their matchlocks, when-
ever they thought prowlers were at hand.
The next morning, not more than a quarter
of an hour elapsed, between the commence-
ment of the bustle, and the general move

forward.

Zurkhaneh was the next station. The
march was a short one, but with little
shade. The Nawab takes two thousand
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rupees yearly from the sheik of this dis-
trict. The next march was of sixteen
miles, to Shonkul, a station bare of trees,
and where the mercury rose to one hun-
dred and eighteen degrees in my tent.
There the Lohanis hailed with joy the
stream of the Gomul, from which we drank ;
it came, they said, from Belat, four days’
march this side of Ghuzni.

I was getting into great reputation by
the distribution of medicine. A few days
before, I had saved the life of one of the
principal Lohanis, who was dangerously 1l
with dysentery. My next patient was a
young lady, from one of their Zunanas,
veiled of course, and in company with other
women ; but I saw all the lower part of a
very pretty face, by assuring her it was
quite necessary to see her tongue. I made
her uncover both her arms, which were

richly ornamented, by expressing a serious
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anxiety to ascertain the state of both pulses.
I advised on her case, and, I suppose, suc-

cessfully, as she did not visit me again.

Our line of march now lay to the north-
west, following the course of the stream ;
and the caravan encamped at Manjighurra.
From this place, the Tukt-i-Suliman bore
south-south-west. The town of Derabund
was in the south-ecast. Dhera Ismael
Khan, and the hills of Karabagh, lay to
the eastward. The town of Tak, the re-
sidence of a Rajah, or Nawab, is situated
in the plain, about fiftcen or twenty miles
to the northward. The Lohanis told me,
he received a tax of two rupees, from every
laden camel, and that his family were ori-
ginally Lohani. He was then said to pur-
chase exemption from trouble, on this side
the Attok, by paying yearly, a sum of
several thousand rupees, to Runjit Sing,
but his dominions were invaded shortly
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afterwards; he fled from the superior
power of the Sikhs, and when I was at
Kabul, he came in person before Dost
Mahomed, sitting in full durbar, to throw
himself and his family on his protection.
I had not believed all the stories I had
heard of the bold ferocity of the Vuziri
Paharis, or mountaineers. Ameer Khan
would never allow me to move from the
camp, even for a few yards, as night drew
near. At this place, two men, who had
been lying a little away from the edge of the
crowd, were killed with swords in the night ;
one, whilst he was asleep, and the other
for crying out, and giving the alarm. The
feeling of hostility against the Lohanis had
its origin, in their refusing to pay any thing
for permission to pass through the moun-
tains. I think the demands of the moun-
taineers are justifiable, as the Lohanis pay
permit money in every other country they
pass through, from Calcutta to St. Macaire,



SKIRMISH. 79

or Makari, as they term it, on the frontiers
of Russia. The consequence of their with-
holding it, is a bloody feud, producing
robbery and vexation. I used to tell
Ameer Khan, and the other Lohanis, they
were wrong not to make an arrangement,
and pay some trifle, however small, and I
am not sure they were not of my opinion,
although they did not say so, merely re-
marking, that it would be of no use, and
that the depredations would still be con-

tinued.

The next day we made a short march
into the territories of the Téak Rajah, and
an hour or two afterwards arrived at the
foot of the hills, the entrance to them being
in full view. Suddenly the alarm was
given, and the fighting men of the Kafila
went forward, under a terrific heat, to take
possession of a gorge in the mountains, to

where marauders, who had been watching
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the opportunity, had driven off some camels.
They returned at night, with the loss of
five, and two men wounded. I now found
that events of this kind were of daily oc-
currence. The next morning, to my great
joy, for I was much weakened by the heat,
we fairly entered the hills, by a low pass,
formed entirely, as indeed the country had
been for three days past, of hardened shin-
gle, and disturbed strata, rising at every
quarter and at every angle. The three
last changes that have taken place in the
surface of the country were easily remarked.
The lowest stratum, of mountain lime-stone,
was so arched and contorted, that it must
have been subjected to more than one con-
vulsion. The shingly deposit that covered
this stratum, was not raised with the lime-
stone, as it no where yielded to its configura-
tion. Whenever the shingle was seen on the
mountains, in the interior, it lay in denuded

and horizontal strata, so that the low, bro-



GEOLOGICAL APPEARANCES. Sl

ken, and confused masses which skirt the
plain, and have no visible substratum of
limestone, must have been shaken into
their present position by subsequent con-
vulsions, causing them to sink from their
original level. No man in his senses can
deny that these had once been covered by
the sea. Lvery pebble in the country was
rounded by the action of water; and rem-
nants of marine shells, and a vast profusion
of Ammonites and Nummullites, were scat-
tered over the cncamping ground. The
next day’s march was to Rylu, and we
halted on an open plain, apart from the
river. The water we drank was brackish,
brought from a spring at the foot of the
mountain, on the east side. The space
around the spring was described to me
as being almost covered with fragments
of shells and wmarine remains. My ser-
vants brought me some specimens, similar
to those I had picked up the day before.

G
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The mountain summit appeared to be com-
posed of greyish limestone; on the bank
below it there was chalk ; and beneath that I
think there was a bed of marl. I regretted
very much that the intense heat prevented
my going there myself, as in all probability
I should have found fossil remains.

On the thirtieth we marched for several
miles through a defile formed by perpen-
dicular walls of shingle, varying in height
from fifty feet to two hundred, and in
width from twenty to three hundred yards.
This spot is a favourite haunt of the Vuziri
robbers, as the caravan is necessarily much
exposed and the cavalry is unable to act.
A gorge which opens into the defile was
described to me as the scene of an action
three years before. Nine hundred robbers
made their appearance, cut off' the leading
camels, and drove them to the mountain, but
they were recovered after two days’ fight-
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ing. The Kafila did not now entirely
escape. Three good men, and true, who
were escorting the last of the caravan, were
shot in the back, after passing an ambus-
cade, but were carried off by their friends.
They died before night; their horses,
which were of value, and a few camels with

them, were taken away by the robbers.

“The Vuziris,” Mr. Moorcroft has re-
marked before, “are ‘nomades.” If they
have any villages or fixed habitations they
are certainly not near the road of the Lo-
hanis, who would soon attack and destroy
them. Might not the word ‘numud, or
‘felt,” of which the tents of the wandering
tribes of Asia have always been and still
are composed, have supplied the root to
the word vopadicog, instead of the word

vepo to feed, as given by Johnson ?”

We halted a day in the defile, in order

G 2
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to bury our unfortunate Lohani. A coun-
cil of war was held, and it was judged ex-
pedient, for fear of the mountaineers, that
the caravan should be divided into two
parts, and that one should march two days
before the other; by this means, the con-
fusion that would arise in case of another
attack on such a dense crowd might be
avoided. Lots were drawn by the prin-
cipal Lohanis, and it was decided that we
should march first; but so numerous was
the caravan, that there did not appear any
difference, in point of numbers, then or

before.

On the first of June we encamped at
Shydan, by the river side. During the two
last days water had only been procured by
scraping away the ground, and had been
alike scarce, brackish, and unwholesome.
On the way to Koteghye, the next day, we
passed the scene of a battle that took
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place some fifty years ago: the Vuzri
mountaineers came down in such force
upon the Lohanis, that it was deemed pru-
dent to listen to their demands. A certain
sum was to be paid to them at a distance
from the camp ; a scramble ensued for the
rupees, and those who got none insisted
upon more being paid them. A fight was
the consequence, which ended in favour of
the Lohanis; but a considerable loss of
lives on both sides took place. A pile of
stones covers the Lohanis™ graves, and a
wall of the same material surrounds them.
Sticks arc inserted amongst the stones, and
upon these are generally put the offerings of
their friends, in the shape of wreaths and
pieces of cloth. The horns of the mouffion,
or wild sheep, called here the ‘koch,”
were intermixed with those of the ibex or
chup, and the markhur or rawacheh of Lit-
tle Tibet described hereafter. We passed

burial-places for many days successively,
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and their appearance was melancholy and
desolate in the extreme. Some peaceable
Vuziris from a neighbouring village came
into the camp, and from them I procured a
good skin of the markhur, or serpent-eater.
I was assured that this animal, which was
a gigantic goat, had a penchant for eating
snakes ; seizing them by the tail, and swal-
lowing them. I tell the tale as it was
seriously told to me, without vouching for
the truth of it. I was delighted to find
the horns of this animal, of which I had
never before seen or heard. When I was
at Kabul, Mohamed Akber Khan, the se-
cond son of Dost Mohamed Khan, who was
out on an expedition in Lughman, killed

one in the mountains and sent it to me.

Its length, from the nose to the tip of
the tail, was five feet eight inches; it was,
I was assured, by no means a large one;
the height, at the shoulder, was three feet
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three inches; round the fore-arm, eleven
inches ; its legs being very short and thick.
The circumference of its fore-foot was
nearly eleven inches; its massive horns
were thirty-one and a half inches in length,
lyral in their general outline, but having
two spiral curves between the roots and the
point. It had five grinders in each jaw,
and eight front-teeth in the lower jaw. It
had no suborbital sinus, which the ibex
has. I should place it as the link between
the ibex and the common goat, which it
more resembles than any animal T know.
In Greece, where the goats’ horns are very
large, I have seen some that closely resem-
bled those of the markhur, excepting in
size. 'The colour of this goat is rufous
brown, generally ; its head more of a cho-
colate colour; its beard, which is very
long and extends from the chin to the
breast, is a clear yellowish white; tail

black ; rump and legs, downwards, hocks
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and knees included, dirty white; black
over the rump and hocks; and a black
stripe, gradually lessening, passing from
behind each knee to the front of the fet-
lock joint. Itis common in Little Tibet
and the higher mountain country lying
between the Indus, Budukshan, and the
Hindu Kosh. In Little Tibet it is seen on
inaccessible precipices, of little elevation,

overhanging the river.

On the third of June we crossed the
stream of the river at least fifty times on
the way to Kangur, an open space, on
which arose a lofty bank of alluvium. The
mountains are formed of schist and lime-
stone ; the strata lying at every angle, and
often capped with shingly deposit. Still
following up the course of the river, on the
fourth of June we encamped at Ursuk.
From this place the Tukt-i-Suliman was

visible to the east-south-east. Tnformation
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had been given that some thieves had de-
scended into the neighbouring plain. A
strong party of Lohanis mounted in the
heat of the day, but returned soon, saying
it had been a false alarm. In the afternoon
a grass-cutter, who had wandered too far,
returned to the camp ; he had been seized
and frightened by fifteen Vuziris, who told
him that they were all concealed on the
ground when the Lohanis passed within
a quarter of a mile of them. Their feel-
ings must have been agrecable, knowing
that they would all inevitably have been
put to death, had they been discovered.
The grass-cutter had escaped from them,
merely on account of his low office. A Lo-

hani of rank would have been their victim.

On the fifth of June we reached T'era-
pore. The mountain of Marawallah, cele-
brated as the nursery of the Byri, or

peregrine falcon, bore about north-east.
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The thermometer stood at one hundred
and four in my tent; but even this
was a grateful difference. The mornings
and evenings were becoming cold. I was
awakened at night by the cautionary up-
roar from the firing of the matchlocks,
and a false alarm of thieves; and I listened
with sorrow to the wailings of the women,
proceeding from a neighbouring tent, as I
knew that a death which I had foretold
had taken place there. About ten days
before, I had been requested to attend
upon a sick Lohani, a near relation of
Ameer Khan. [Ile was a young man, tall,
stout, and very fat. I found that he had
had fever for two days; his eyes were
starting from his temples, and his cheeks
swollen and flushed. 1 gave him some
medicine ; and, the next day, had him bled
in the hand by a native practitioner. Even
this was only allowed by my most earnest

entreaties. A prayer was said by the friends
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who surrounded his bed, before the vein
was opened, and a small cupfull of blood
was all they would allow to be taken;
Ameer Khan holding his other pulse whilst
the operation was going on, and expressing
his surprise and pleasure at the sudden
alteration for the better. The invalid,
finding immediate relief, sat up in bed, and
swore that he must eat something directly,
or that he should die from starvation, having
eaten nothing for two days. 1 was obliged
to allow him some broth, and I believe he
ate a great deal more when I was absent.
I was astonished at the little idea these
people had of keeping an invalid quiet. 1
sent his friends away several times from his
bed; but immediately as my back was
from them, they returned like bees to a
hive. Each seized a limb, which they
immediately began to mull,—that is, to
pinch with the whole hand, from one ex-

tremity to the other; another sat at his
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head, and began the same operation on his
temples; in fact, the poor man stood a
good chance of being smothered. I was
one day obliged to hand outside of my
tent-ropes, by force, a conceited, simpering,
young Syud, a descendant of the Prophet,
who would persist in sitting by the invalid’s
bed, after] had civilly requested him to
depart five times. Unaccustomed to such
treatment,—for he was a holy man, which
luckily I did not know,—he turned pale
with fear and passion; and, grasping a
handful of stones and sand, was going to
throw them at me, muttering with a choked
voice, in Persian, “ Now, I will kill you,
you Infidel.” It was lucky he was not
armed. He walked off in a rage; and I
retired into my tent, with my shirt-sleeve
‘torn in the scuffle. The affair was amicably
settled by Ameer Khan, on the understand-
ing that I did not know him to be a holy

man. Meanwhile, in spite of my entreaties,



KORAN CILARMS. 93

they still persisted in feeding my patient ;
and, consequently, there was a great in-
crease of fever. All my remonstrances
were of no use; they would not again
allow me to bleced him. Scraps of the
Koran were tied around the sick man’s
neck. One fellow was for giving him a
fish sherbet, by way of something very
cooling ; another called for a cup of cold
water, and, having muttered a prayer over
it, held it close to the sick man’s face, and
blew over it precisely as a conjuror does
when he says, “ Presto,—be gone.” An-
other passed a lighted picce of paper, on
which was written a verse of the Koran,
around his head, and held it smoking under
his nosc ; this, of course, had much the
same effect as a cup of salt-and-water. In-
quiring friends never thought of putting a
question to any one but the invalid himself ;
who the day before he died, answered that
he was much better. In spite of all the mis-
12
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taken kindness of his friends, the intense
heat, and the daily risk of increase of fever
on the march, I for the time again procured
him a cool head, a clean tongue, and a good
pulse ; and only requested that he might be
brought every day to my tent, as the quiet-
est place in the camp. His friends, how-
ever, were so desperately afraid that I
should take more blood from him, or com-
pel him to take more medicine, that they
kept him in their own tents, refusing him
nothing he asked. His fever again returned ;
and on the next day, at his own request,
they adopted the very primitive treatment
of wrapping him in a wet cloth, from head
to foot, with a strong, hot wind blowing
upon him. At night he was gasping from
inflammation, and to bleed him to the
extent that was necessary was quite out of
the question. I procured him some repose
by a powerful dose of medicine, and putting

his feet in hot water ; to prepare which, my
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servants and self were disturbed three times
in one night. All entreaties and expostula-
tions were vain ; the next day I saw the wet
sheet around him again. He then felt him-
self sinking, just as we were only a few
days’ march from the cool air of Khoras-
san. He now sent for me, and presented
me with a small flower, adding that it was
of Khorassan, that the air and the water
there were cool, and that he had again
hoped to see it. His hand was like ice.
Ameer Khan said, ‘“that now he was bet-
” 1T took Ameer aside, and told him

he could not live above five or six hours;

ter.

at which he seemed shocked. The poor
fellow died in the night, as I had fore-
told, and was buried at the next station.
His friends carried his body on a chahar-
pase, or “ four feet” (a bedstead). On the
road, the day before he died, we passed the
grave of a Lohani of rank; they bore the
body up to it, mutte