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The Army
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“To enconrage oll valorous hearts and
too show them hononrable cexaneples.”

Froissart,









PASSING THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT
A column of troops marching across Parliament Square towards Westminster Bridge. Londoners soon got used to seeing troops on the march,









INTRODUCTION

THE story of these days, so big with fate, must at present be pro-
visional, for the necessary documents for a considered account are not
yet available.

My indebtedness to various writers is indicated by footnotes, and |
would add to them Hutchinson's Pictorial History of the War and the
Bulletin of International Affairs, published by the Royal Institute of
International Affairs.

| am also deeply grateful to my friend Miss Muriel Currey, O.B.E.,
for her assistance and advice.

Although the first chapters make gloomy reading, the story brightens
as it develops—at least the facts make the imagination glow—and
although | had intended to finish the book at the end of 1940, | could
not forego the pleasure of writing a sketch—incomplete, of course—of
the events leading to the battle of Benghazi and the magnificent cutting-
out operation of the Royal Armoured Corps.

F.Y.-B.
BARLEY END,
TRING.
April, 1941.
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10 BRITAIN AT WAR: THE ARMY

The attack on Poland appeals to have been planned by the German General Staff for August 25th?
but was delayed by Hitler's orders, perhaps because he thought that lie might still, at the last moment,
detach England and France from their guarantee to Poland. However, even day's delay endangered
the mobility of he German tanks, which would have been bogged in the plains of Poland if the autumn
rains had broken earlier than usual. That they broke much later than usual added one more blow to the
bludgeoning which Fate had reserved for the heroic Polish Army.

Before the sun rose on September 1st—at 5 a.m.—German motor bicyclists shot across the Polish
frontier with exhausts roaring, followed by tanks, while dive bombers screamed overhead.

Other bombers flew straight to the ail fields beyond the Vistula, and to the oil wellsin Eastern Poland,
wreaking (heir havoc practically unhindered, for there had been no declaration of war.

It was the blitzkrieg, long discussed in military circles in all the capitals of Europe, but at that time
only fully understood and practised by the rulers of Germany, when® the men and weapons had been
assembled and tested in manauvres.

Poland, with its j.4,500,000 inhabitants, could have mustered -;,000,000 men on a war footing, but at
the request of the French and British Governments mobilisation had been delayed twodavs, and had only
begun on August 3oth, so that her forces numbered no more than one million at the out break of the war.

She was psychologically as well as materially unprepared for sudden and lightning war. Danzig and
its Corridor had been for so long a bone of contention that the man in the street did not contemplate

* Final Report by Sir Nevilr Henderson. Command paper 6115 of 1939.

“Sir Nevilo Hendorson, the British Anmbassador in- Berlin until the outbreak of war, emphasising & point of view during an interview with Heir
. . . Hitler, the Germnan Chancallor. .
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the lotericr), and Marshal Goering. French Prewier, also appendsd his aignature.
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BRITAIN AT WAR ; THE ARMY

The first and second columns ad-
vanced from Pomerania and East
Prussia., converging on Bromberg,
with the object of cutting off the
Polish troops in the Danzig Corridor.

The third column advanced south-
ward from Past Prussia in the
direction of Warsaw. This divided
into two parts: (a) one branch in-
vesting Warsaw from the north;
(b) the other inarching southwards
and eastwards to encircle the capital.

The fourth column crossed the
frontier at the Carta River and
moved to the north west of Poznan,
then turned south in the direction
of Lodz. Yoer e saraenler od Abae Woesberpl e Ttk armsan, LHnher visiasd vhe spat

The fifth, from German Silesia, ) b i s Aweet Loraden, e S beler i sz
marched to Czestoehowa. It then
divided into two parts: (a8 marching
north towards Lodz to join the fourth
column ; (b) to the industrial areas
of Radom and Kielce.

The sixth column attacked pom
the Moravian Gate on the Silesian
border, with Cracow as its objective.

The seventh column assembled
in the "protected" state of Slovakia,
and marched over the Carpathians.
It then bisected : (a) one part making
for Cracow to join the sixth column,
(b) one part making for Przemysl

Four "pincers™ were in oper-
ation ; the first to encircle the Polish
troops in the Corridor, the .second
Warsaw, the third Lodz, the fourth
Cracow.

Exact disposition and strength
of the forces employed have natur-
ally not yet been disclosed by either
side, but we may assume as an ap-
proximation to figures which will
only be available in years to come -
that Germany used in the Polish
campaign 2.000 aeroplanes, 5,000
tanks and five armies, making a.
total of about 1,250,000 men.

The Germans left nothing to
chance. If the armoured divisions
or their motorised colleagues had
‘failed, they possessed great reserves
of infantry with horse-drawn trans-
port (some 200.000 horses), and
many regiments of cavalry might
also have been thrown into the
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sttt Suely droops were ideed need te ceenpe Polined alter the fronpelasd armies dned ernshied every -
thing Defrve thens exvept 1 o od e pueep

Fromo b Baltic 1o 1he Carputhios, the Polid frantive with Gernany wis practicalls
wndortitied,  Nos owas there o olelenee dn et

Alomg thecentradriver< ol Polinel, frorn 4e Novews i 1he noetly, Geeing Prus-in, toothe Vistol in ihie
rentee, ol e s i he senpehn, o ~teome efenee Faoe mieht Divee Deen formoe s This sended Tave one
tatled the sorrersder of we vichest fonlustries o she comnrry, Tun e lt—110 there hied beenn oo Russiam
iterverrtion ke etiabded the Poles to hold out ihengh the wintor, by wlhach time Anglo Frouch Tielp
wighit lave becorme divect v eltective,

Mechanization wits woelnlly negleeted, Thete were proctically no anti tank guns or anti-airerat
Datteries. The Podiclhe air foree wis repited 1o consist of 1,500 machines, hut onbyv o tanh of thiz nuwder
were ready o battle. Many were bluwn to pieces or Tirned on the grnmd B the st Germeog air
iicls,

OF cavalry reginents there were forey, They Tad been the apple of Pilsmlski's eve, amd belicved
themzelves abont to play an dmportant pavt i the canpadgn, by caphiring (e German armuonred
divisions when these were immabilised Dy weather comnditionz o fuel shortage, Ados, the autwmm
storms did et ureive till the fower of Polishe clovalyy haed perished, amd German organisation wis

Gernnu bty endeenesbed o1 ontsiicts of Warsaw advineing cantionsby fowards the contee of the cily,

so pood that only rarely died the petrol supply fail to arrive when the Panzers halted for the night

Given a thousamn first-line acroplanes, instead of & handful unecady in their hungars, and sufficient
artilery and tanks, the Poles could have stemmed and even defeated the ditckriee. They possessed
the spirit. but not the wols of victory,

Threatened on their front, Sanks, rear, and rom above, the Polish commanders in the field did
their best, and achieved minor miracles innany parts of the country, Lul with (he paralysis spreading
from their own General Hoadquarters they condd not withstand tl:c rain of fire and deails wlich
assailed them on every wide,

General Soesnkowski, commanding 1lie Southern Armiy in the Carpathians, was still fighting back
fiercely from Tarnopol on September 1811, and might possibh hiave formed a zone of permanent resistiee
in the sopth-cast corner of Poland i the Russiuns had not then stabhed bis (roops it the back.

In the north, the Army of Pomaorze hacked its way out of the Corridor, wgainst vasty superior numbiers
of the ency, une reached the Warsiw frond. Gdvnin held out until September 14t At Kutna, the
Polish cavalry charged German armoured divisions with snblime but useless conrage.

Deeds of heroism performed by a beaten army are doubly cottragemis, but the chronicler of events
whose pattern is still on the loom of time cannot pause to record them, for he most carry his story
forward with the advancing tanks.

In the north two colummns advanced, as have been described, from Pomerania and Fast Prussia.
Two armoured divisions were emiploved with the East Prossian force {1uoo tanks), which pushed




Russtan infuntey of ety Ul invaded Poland, (uking cover bebine a bank av ther advanee i a mimie battle in the Kiev military distriet,
Bussia is reported to bave o stindiog uniny of 5,000,000 e aud Weluehdins man-Jower i Baservs.



20 BRITAIN AT WAR: THE ARMY

rapidly towards Mlawa, on the Danzig-Warsaw railway. They were checked here by a Polish division,
and turned eastward, where they fought a night battle by the aid of incendiary shells and seal chlights,
setting whole villages alight in order to find the Polish troops. They defeated .mother Polish division
here, driving it back across the Narew.

The division holding Mlawa now had to give way and on the evening of September nth the German
troops readied the Narew .

In the centre, the Germans probed here and there to find a passage, and eventually threw in two
armoured division- before the city of Czestorhowa, when- they quickly penetrated. This force then
thrust forward on three lines : (a) towards Warsaw : (b) towards Kielce : (c) towards Sandomierz at the
junction of the Vistula and San rivers.

The first of these columns (making, for the capital) swept forward with the greatest boldness. It had
reached Piotrkow (75 miles from the frontier) by September 5th, Rawa (40 miles further on the way to
Warsaw) by the 6th, and on September 8th it fought its way into the city, fifty miles ahead of any troops
following it.

It was then recalled, to deal with a fierce Polish counter-attack from the direction of Kutno ; but
meanwhile the Polish, Government had left Warsaw (September 6th) and had sought safety in Lublin.
The Kutno offensive could not be maintained with diminishing supplies of ammunition, and in the
prevailing uncertainty on other parts of the front.

The campaign was a perfect illustration of the fact that victory in war to-day depends on questions of

AN thot renaioed of e Modlin o Warsw whicl e Polisho gamison Dravels held 1o thae Zaan, aaningt feering snsblimghts by
Tievy, Nagd guts and adoost comtinngal beaubine Trom tlse air, [ gl defenrders were Goally overwlaeboeh,

supply and communication. The Polish air force was driven out of the air not by lack of courage, but
lack of fuel, spare parts, repair facilities, and a capable High Command. Spies were everywhere. The
Germans knew almost everything, and the .Polish Army almost nothing about what was
happening.

Neither Che President of Poland nor the Headquarters Staff found safety in retreat. ‘'l hey and the
Embassies and Legations which accompanied them, were bombed at Lublin, and again at Krzemienicc,
near the Soviet bonder. They were only spared at their final refuge in Zalesezyki owing to the collapse
of all resistance except that of Warsaw.

The second of the German columns which had. captured Czestochowa pushed on from Kielce to
Radom. The third leached the confluence o| the San and the Vistula on September 10th.

In the south, two German light armoured divisions and one division of mountain troops effected the
passage of the Carpathians. They were quickly successful, though they lost forty tanks in one attack.
They afterwards divided into two columns, directed towards Cracow and Przemysl respectively.

By September 10th the whole Polish front had been broken. and the back areas of the country had
been thrown into confusion and dismay. Still the tanks swept on. Those of the northern group crossed
the 'Narew at Rozan, and pushed on towards Brest- Litovsk. In the south there was a tank versus tank
battle at Rzeszow, in which the Germans were driven from the held with the loss of seven tanks, but this
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suceess wits by focal. The erieine reformed his ranks sl advaneed towands the Bug river, whielr Tie
reached on September 13 Here Tre rann shertoof petrol, aned was briifliant v counger artacked by General
mestikowaki, who captueed from tie Gernung 2o guns and S ks,

v nonw, honwever, the Podes Tl lost st ol their artiliory s ane D thien casternn e of retret haad boeen
severed, Thew vonld do Tittle 10 stop the progress of the invaderssaned wdvesedly fHoere were raionrs
Trom Russia that “the Palish state B dissolved ™ and thin it was 1l dhoey of the Ulscs i toosave the
Ukrainians and ie White Wissians who Inoked feecording 1o Moscowy towards the Bolsheviks as their
“nadural protectors.”

On September 10th the Gernians were holding a line running frome Bialvstok in the north, through
Brest-Litovsk and Lwow, to Przemvsl, om the 15th the Russingts erossed the rontier along itz whole
lengthy, aned nest diy made contact with 1he Germinns at Brest-Litovak,

That, m veality, was the end of the Polish compedign, althongl Warsaw put op o callant reststanee
kil Septemndn 2zt ond Modhn Gll e 2847

Both Germins wnd Kussinns procecded o absarb the conguered populittions inte their respective
SVELEmS,
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O af Lhe Bunedre s o ke ssed " the Guerin onsLoeghl oo SWaesiw bt Lo cfoss 3 pottoo brnde,

In the Germin areic all Polish owners of property were turnesd ot and replaced by Germans, The
rich timber-lands were exploited, Jows were sent heltorsskelter to Lubling, where the popalation af the
city inereased tenfold and famine broke out, The liaevest was removed o Germauy, and much of the
bhvestock.

In Eastern Polid under the Bolshoviks measnres of soviabsation were the arder of the dav. Th
banks were closed. and the rouble replaced the zlty ws the only legal tender. Soviet inspectors examined
the houses of the bonrgeaisie, alloring rooms to workers if the former occnpicd were tELn one 1on pe
person.  Anyone having more tian one suit of clothes was vequired o hand 1the others over, Pictures
and jewellery were condiseated. A Workers” Militia was Tormed to Lt dewn lundowners, eapitudisis
shopkeepers, privses and police.

Those wie coneld, escitped Troan the twin tyraanies. The Polish serleliers anc alrmen whio wer abloe te
make their wav o Rununi ure roany of then new v e ranks of our ariied forees aed Tave jededed
new lustre to the tradittonal berodsm of thelr viee, Sodid e glovions erew o the Oesed, the sulmarin
wlich eseaped from the Baltic, evertuudiv met v end in e Northe Sea owhile servite the AHied catse,

Aehapter m Polish history closes witll the Bolshevik invasion of 1og0,0 The new page begins with o
terrible catulogne of critnes atud Perseentions, but the metion boars (6 woes witle fortitnede, s b don
in the past, ookimg oo the Last Baude by which frecdons o natisnluaned shall De restored
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STALEMATE

AT eleven o'clock on Sunday morning of September 3rd those British citizens who were not in church or
chapel, must almost all haw been gathered round. a radio set.

Was it to be peace or war ? Even at that hour perhaps because of "wishful thinking," a phrase
long ago struck in the psychologists' mint but not at that time in common currency many of us held
to the belief that somehow or other this horror would be averted . . . but the very first words of the
Prime Minister's broadcast showed that the iron had entered into his soul, as it was to enter ours.

No reply had come to our demand for a withdrawal of German forces from Poland. A state of war
existed between ourselves and Germany. "You can imagine." he continued, 'Achat a bitter blow it isto
me that all my long struck- to win peace has failed. Yet | cannot believe that there isanything more, or
anything different, that | could have done that would have been more successful.

'Up to the very last it would haw been quite possible to have arranged a. peaceful and honourable
settlement between Germany and Poland, but Hitler would not haw it. He had evidently made up his
mind to attack Poland whatever happened . - -

"There is no chance of this man giving up his practice of using force to gain hiswill. He can only be
stopped by force.

"1t is the evil things that we shall be fighting against- brute force. bad faith, injustice, oppression,
and persecution and against them | am certain that the right will prevail."

As if to drive home the significance of Mr. Chamberlain's words, the wail of the (eys broke the quiet
of that Sunday morning. It was a false alarm, but afitting prelude to that period jn our an als when
the "Maainot mentality" prevailed; the period
when it was believed that all we had to do to wan
was to sit tight under cover, and let the Navy do
the work.

Our rulers must have known the strategic
difficulties of the situation, and our state o
unpreparedness, so that fifteen months after the
declaration of war Mr. Churchill had to declare
that in spite of our growing strength and fairer
prospects we were still "a half armed nation
fighting a fully armed one." Put the Nazi chal-
lenge had to be met. Parliament and people were
convinced that the Germans intended to attack
this country alter settling accounts with its
eastern neighbour. To wait until we were ready
Would haw shocked the electorate, keyed up by
the press to "stop Hitler now."

There was, indeed, justification tor our con
fidence in the blockade. If France had not col-
lapsed, Italy would not have dared to intervene,
and our two navies could have blockaded the
Germans effectively. What was not justified was
our neglect of the lessons of Poland, and our
leisurely preparations to inert the German attack
through the Low Countries which everyone had
forseen was inevitable.

For the first tune in the history of this country,
compulsory military service had been introduced
in time of peace, on May 26th, 1939. Amongst i Vrime Mirsts
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thest voling aginst b, when 0 best cinne too1he Cormmans on April st were many of thee most
energelic sapparters ol the war toadiav, Wewere amsl venavinaed for <ome times o thorongh v anmilitary
el amwarlike wation. Bnt Novwie, Dankirk, ol vhe subseoent tremendous ordeal ol air artack
Dronehit ont onr wative bonelmess ot wative resilicnes, a0 that et bedure the ctud of 1oge we were
Dhewimiing 1o show vesults o Sizdbeion of e own,

That Brivisl troops el wryived in France was anneuneed 2 French Tsedeast on september 11k
Tl Mintsarv of Tnforastion sralted v i Tonons gy officiads] gave the powspapers pertiissicn to publish
the news, Then withedrew ic, then awan gave permission in the carly Tiours o september 12100

Bowas not amnil October 110 thien My, Hore Belisba, 1hen Secretary of Sute for War, 1eld the Honse
of Commmons what Jeed heen (Il'{‘lJi]]}rliS]]t'fl. I five weeks 135000 men, wmore than c3.e00 vilicles,
mchiding tunks aanl Lpogone tons of stores Dad reached Franee winlioa the Toss of G single man.

T owas asmad] Ty of specially seleeted oflicers i the Wi Office,” sadd My, Hore-Belisha, “whe
with seven conhdential clerks and 1vpists worked out veery detail of this plan for moving the Sy and
the Rovid A Foree to Frinee. Thev foresio sond prowvided Top every need s the selection of prorts and
docks, of roads and rathwiss, of acconunodition of al Gvpes, of rest camps aml depots, wt every stage
on both sides of the Chaumel, Their ingennty, their procision and their patience would have alflid
Brad=lum, ™

Owing 1o the enornus weight of the cquipment of o modern army, the men trvetlod separately
and the heavier meclumi=mez had o be tnmsperted from moere distant ports, where special fucilities
were avitlable,

“The arrangenents for the eeunion of the troops and thetr material on the other side made an
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selected i Frimee, thus making e vovages much longer” (Hondreds of Genman hombers were ined

up on the sands of Svbe with engines warmed, ready to attack onr eonvovs,)
“SThere are in Franee,” the Mimster continued, Ctifty types of vehicles and most of them regnire a
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"The Belgian frontier is strongly fortified, and along the whole length of France's eastern frontier
runs a, great barrier of steel and concrete the famous Maginot Line."

This famous and fatal Line ran for two hundred miles along the French -German frontier, In it had
been embodied all the experience so painfully acquired in the war of 1914-1918--and nothing else.
The tomb of dead theories.

Twelve million cubic metres of earth, had been dug out of the Line between 1929 and 1936. One and
a half million cubic metres of special concrete, and 50,000 tons of steel plates were used in its construction.
The great gun turrets were covered with steel plates, conerete and earth three times the thickness of
what had been proved to be impenetrable to the heaviest bombardment. The towers of the gun turrets
were monolithic, and could not be pierced by any shell. The guns themselves were fired on the same
principle as those in a battleship), the crews not seeing their targets but being controlled by an officer in
a hermetically sealed chamber.

1 here were miles of electric underground railways ", there were Diesel engines to supply the electricity
for all the elaborate machinery : there were lifts for the munitions ; there were fully equipped barracks
to accommodate thousands of men.

The troops were specially trained for service in the Line. Above ground they worked incessantly at
the preparation of traps for tanks, camouflage devices, and the erection of barbed wire defences in
advanced positions. Below ground, they lived in air conditioned, gas-proof chamber, impregnable,
and remote from all reality .

On the opposite side of the frontier ran the Siegfried Line, from Switzerland to the North Sea, not from
Mulhouse only as far as Mezieres. like the Maginot, What could be seen from the air was a series of
"pill boxes," originally eight or ten to the square mile but increased immediately after the outbreak
of the war.

It was not as good as the Maginot Line, said the French generals, who were unanimous on this point ,
however much they quarrelled amongst themselves on other matters. It had been hastily built, and the
concrete had not had time to set.

As far as it went, the Maginot Line may have been stronger than the Siegfried. Tint it did not go
far enough, and saved France from assault no better than those iron girdles which suspicious Crusaders
are said to have riveted on their wives.

Geoeral tHi, Herr Higer, General von Brouclotsch and Generid Kepel watoning bianuenvres al dbederits.
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great difference between the spirit
of 1914 and that of 1939. "Then."
as Mr. 'Maugham wrote : "the call
to the colours was accepted with
enthusiasm, men with flowers in
then hats joined up shouting and
singing; 'A Berlin.' they- cried ;
the cafes were full of excited,
eager people ; it seemed a thrill-
ing adventure they were starting
on.! But this time the spirit was
different. There was no en-
thusiasm ; there was determina-
tion and an angry acquiescence, a
firm courage and resignation.
Everyone knows with what effi-
ciency the mobilisation was com-
pleted. But what people are apt
to to forget is that the French nation
had been mobilised three times in
one year. In September, 1938, in
the following 'March, and then
again last August met) were taken
away from their peaceful avoca
lions, the clerk from his office, the
peasant from hisfield, the working
man from his factory, all the able
bodied men of France between the-
ages of twenty and fifty, to put
on their uniforms and assist the
countryin its peril."

Experienced observers were of
the opinion that French mobilisa
tion had been too drastic. Some
6,000,000 men had been called
up, so that agriculture, industry
and the Home front were danger
ously weakened.

On the other hand, the average
Frenchman thought that our war
preparations were too leisurely.
France was fertile soil for the gibe
that Great Britain would fight
this war to the last Frenchman ;
and the Germans did not neglect
to drive the suggestion home, by
means of loud speakers and plac-
ards in the front-line.

What were we doing ? The
work of the 'Navy is largely un-
seen. The Air Force was engaged
on what it called "bomphlet"
raids. Our Army was small,

The fisst coutingent of the Lanadian Active Servive Force arvived i Greast Booain
Deceber fth, the whole span of i Dondoesn being represtnted. Alove are sesn 1
Camudion troops L tarelinge orcer. France at War, by Somerset

Maugham. Heinemann 1940.
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and much more highly paid than the French. We needed some joint feat of arms (such an opportunity
as an lItalian or Balkan campaign might have provided) to cement our comradeship in a. common
victory. Instead, the B.E.F, experienced the inevitable bickering of life in billets, varied by spells of
dull and hard labour at improving fortifications, and all the discomforts of the bitteiest winter in living
memory.

The great freeze-up began before Christmas and continued until March. In England, at the end of
January, telegraph lines hung in festoons, with a thick coating of ice, and many trees were riven by the
frost. Waterwaysw eresheets of solid ice. The Danube froze earlier than usual. The Rhine became
unusable except by special ships in the middle of January. The Kattegat froze early in February.
Temperatures of — 30° Fahrenheit and even —40° Fahrenheit, were reported in Scandinavia and Finland.

Our first war -budget (September 27th) was such as to freeze the blood of those old enough to remember
the income tax levied in the closing years of the last century. Now it was to be 7s. 6d. in the pound ;
and the chief comment was that it was not enough.

Another effort to stop the war (if Mussolini's and Hitler's previous proposals can be thought genuine)
was made by King Leopold of the Belgians and Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands, who met on
November 7th fat the unusual hour of ,| am.) to issue a joint appeal to the belligerent States to entcr
into peace negotiations. Until the Foreign Office archives of both countries are published, we cannot
know all that lay behind this sudden move. Perhaps the two Sovereigns were anxious once again to
demonstrate their complete neutrality : at any rate, their offer of mediation was rejected by both sides.

It was, however, clear that anxiety in the Low Countries continued. Belgium strengthened her
defences on the frontier, while Holland ordered partial mobilisation, and prepared to flood her defensive
zones. So disquieted was public opinion in the Netherlands that on November 13th the Dutch Prime
Minister broadcast an assurance to the nation that there was no need for alarm, and that the defensive
measures were indeed purely defensive.

This situation impressed on Great Britain and France the urgent need to improve the security of the
600 miles of Franco-Belgian frontier. Mr. Hore-Belisha gave the House of Commons to understand that
the B.E.F, was engaged on a long sector of that front, strengthening the positions. He also reported
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that "the health of the troops was exceptionally good, the sickness rate being actually lower than that
of peacetime." Thirteen of our soldiers were killed, 24 wounded, and one was missing up to the end of
the year. The Trench and Germans fished from their respective banks of the Rhine, while aeroplanes
droned above, photographing positions in rear.

The next "sensation", after the meeting of the Sovereigns of Holland and Belgium, occurred an the
night of "November 8th. Hitler and most of the other prominent Nazi leaders had gone to Munich to
hold their annual meeting in the Burgerbran cellar, where the Party celebrates the anniversary of the
putsch in 1923. After a shorter speech than usual, the Fuehrer and his companions left. A quarter of
an hour later there was a violent explosion, in which eight people were killed and sixty-three injured.

The German police subsequently declared that a bomb had been embedded in one of the pillars
supporting the root, by a workman who had gained admittance to carry out some electric installation.
A man— alleged to haw been theworkman— was arrested trying to cross the Swiss frontier, but thereis
considerable doubt about the existence of the person described by the Gestapo.

It was, of course, immediately announced in Germany that the outrage was the work of the British
Secret Service, and that proof existed of England's guilt. But to make Hitlerintoa martyr would have
been small service to the British cause.

Next day there was a flagrant violation of Dutch neutrality near Venloo Gestapo agents crossed
the Dutch frontier and kidnapped two English passport officialss Major Stephens and Mr. Best—who
were sitting in a cafe with a Butch officer. The Dutch officer was killed in the course of the struggle
and his chauffeur was compelled to drive the captured men across the frontier at the point of the revolver.

The Germans subsequently declared that the Englishmen were secret agents responsible for the
attempt on Hitler's life, and promised sensational revelations, but these were never made.

Nothing more was heard of the affair, which remains one of the many mysteries of the Gestapo. Nor

Men of the B.E.F. operating a predictor used for predicting the speed of approaching enemy planes in a trench behind the lines in France
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has anything more ever been heard of the unfortunate chauffeur, The Dutch protest at the murder of the

officer and the violation of their frontier has been completely ignored.

From the grim mass of the Kremlin, meanwhile, a. cloud much larger than a man's hand had been
spreading across the skies of northern Europe. In late October, Dr. Paasikivi. representing Finland,
returned from Moscow (whither he had been invited to discuss "various political and economic questions")
to tell the world that negotiations with Russia had been conducted "in a most amicable atmosphere."
but that he did not know if or when they would be resumed.

On November 30th, the U.S.S.R. attaeked Finland by land, sea. and air. Already the Russians had
absorbed the Baltic States. Now the F>ear seemed to be stretching out his arms to take Finland and
perhaps Northern Sweden and Norway, with the iron ore mines and the ice bee port of Narvik-- into the
Bolshevik embrace.

Copying the Merman technique. M. Molotov, the U.S.S.R. Commissar for Foreign Affairs, announced
that the Soviet Government was not at war with Finland ; it had merely accepted the invitation of the
People's Democratic Movernnient (headed by a Comintern puppet. Kuusinnen, who was so little trusted
by his countrymen that even Moscow had eventually to throw him over) to liberate the Finns from their
present elected government and army chiefs.

So Helsinki and other towns were bombed, without any warning. This was not war. but merely the
desire of Moscow that Finland should not be oppressed by "the Manrierheim- and Tanners."

Meanwhile the Soviet Charge d'Affaires in Rumania assured King Carol's Govrnment that Russia
had no intention of attacking that country, or of occupying Bessarabia. (Before the year was out the
U.S.S.R. was established not only in Bessarabia, but in part of Bukovina.)

The magnificent defensive campaign of the small Finnish army, and the military genius of their
leader, Field Marshal Mannerheim. aroused the enthusiasm of the peoples of Great Britain, France and
the United States. The Americans placed Finland's annual debt payment (the sole payment on tins
account now received in Washington) into a suspense account ; and subsequently it was remitted.
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On February 5th the Supreme Allied War Council derided to prepare an Expeditionary Force lor
operations in Finland if required. The men were chosen—100,000 of them and many went to Alpine
dopes to improve their knowledge of ski ing under war conditions. By February 20th the British
contingent... 50,000 men of the B.E.F.—had been chosen, equipped, and were standing by with the
necessary transports,

The force never sailed, however, for reasons which we only know in part. Field-Marshal Maniier-
heim was expected to make a public appeal for assistance not later than the beginning of March. He
did not make it, probably because neither Norway nor Sweden would have dared to incur the
reprisals of the Germans if they had permitted Allied troops to go to the relief of their eastern neighbour.

The first Russian troops thrown against the Finnish defences were of poor quality, and Finn machine-
gunners mowed them down in swathes. Prisoners were found to be ill-equipped, ill-fed, and ignorant of
why they fought. Had the defenders been supported by Allied troops, and had we been able to give
them effective assistance in the air (we sat 144 aeroplanes, but it was not enough) the Mannerheim
fane might still be intact, and Stalin might no longer be in power in the Kremlin. On the other hand,
the vast resources of Russia might by now have been fully mobilised against us, and ranged with the
other dictatorships. Conjectureisidle. The fact is that the Russanslost so many men in mass attacks
that the Soviet regime was badly shaken.

During December and January the Finns—fighting on their own ground, amidst the forests and
snows they knew so well won repeated victories. By the middle of January the Russians were engaged
on a desperate attempt to avoid being encircled. Daily in .February, however, their numbers began
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to toll. The Finns had had little sloe]) or rest since the beginning of the campaign, whereas the
Russians, with unlimited man power, were continually putting fresh divisions into the line

After twelve days of continuous assault on the Mannerheim Fine, directed by German officers as well
as by Russians, and supported by large numbers of guns and tanks, the Bolsheviks began to press the
Finns back on February 13th.

That was the beginning of the end. It is a tragic and unsatisfactory story, like that of Poland. The
story of a heroic people overcome by sheer weight of men and metal.

The Russians entered the suburbs of Viipuri on March 1st. and on the 12th the Russo-Finnish peace
treaty was signed in Moscow. Viipuri and the whole Karelian Isthmus was ceded to Russia, also a salient
of territory in the north-east. with permission for the U.S.S.R. to build a railway linking up Kandalaksha
with Kemi on the dull of Bothnia. The terms were grievous to the Finns, and an obvious threat to the
future of Scandinavia. Maps were found on Russian officers indicating that the ultimate objective of
the Bolshevik-, is Narvik.

Stalin remained a dark enigma, and another question-mark on the horizon was provided by the
arrival in Rome of Mr. Sumner Welles, Under Secretary of State for the United States, In Italy he
received little publicity, but in Fleet Street speculation about possible peace moves was rile.

He was in London on March 11th. after having visited both Berlin and Paris, and then returned to
Italy for a. further interview with Mussolini.

Meanwhile the two dictators had met on the Brenner Pass (March 18th) each arriving in a. bullet
proof train. After a talk lasting two and a half hours a non-committal communique was issued, and the
world can only surmise from subsequent events that the date of Italy's entry into the war was one of the
subjects discussed.

The King toured Koyal Urdouice factories i the Midiands aod saw aflsaioents being e His KMujesty is seen above chatiing with & man
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in the background of these discussions, however, there were ambitions, not always fully formulated,
hut ever present in the minds of the dictators, which the rest of the world is still inclined to treat as
fantasy. Vet the Nazi (more than the Fascist) aims are backed by fanatical determination, and con-
siderable military skill. "Thinking calm- the men of most nations." said Madame do Stael ; "it in-
Haines the Germans"

As Hitler and his colleagues saw the future of the world, they would have a controlling interest in
hall Poland, and in Norway, Sweden, Denmark, the Netherlands, (meat Britain, Belgium, France,
together with the French Empire in Africa, the Union of South Africa, South-West Africa. Bechuana-
land. Rhodesia, Nyasaland. Tanganyika, Kenya, and Uganda.

Mo lsh Gonsrelanen wear e froud e D hae soldier cnn Lhe einlo i= carreiage o 2-in, meortat .

The Italians would be permitted some (possilbly- limited) control of a bloc comprising Italian East
Africa, the Sudan, Eeypt, Libya. Tunisia, Algeria.

Spain would be allowed to keep Spanish Morocco, but Gibraltar and Ceuta would be international-
iscd, as well as Tangier, Her reward, if she submitted to Axis plans, would be French Morocco, and
some share in the dewlopment of her sister nations in South America.

Spheres of influence in the Balkans, Greece, Turkey, Syria and Palestine haw probably never been
allocated precisely between the senior and junior partners of the Axis, partly because the Soviet Union
keeps them guessing as to its intentions.

As to the Russians, Dr. Rosenberg (who remains a prophet of National Socialism) declares that
they "must remove then centre of gravity to Asia. Bolsheyism. that mixture of Babo,-uf. iUaiic,
Bakunin. Tolstoy. Lenin and Marx, must not be spoken to the West, but to the Last, where there is
room to spread it."
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The U.S.S.R., therefore, must he encouraged to carry its doctrines to Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, and

Inda. "To saw Europe," Dr. Rosenberg explains in the Myth of the Twentieth Century, "it is necessary
above all to strengthen the Nordic sources of blood, that is Germany, Scandinavia, Finland, and England.

"On the other hand, the influence of France must be restricted. in order to prevent her becoming
the deploy in-ground of Africa. As long as the French, together with the Poles and Czechs, dominate
Europe, there can be no prosperity for the German people.

"'To grant outer freedom to- day to Czechs. poles and Levantines means to be delivered over to racial
chaos.. . . . Freedom means to be bound by the ties of race . . . and this means the protection of
the race,

"Germany must be the central power of the Continent, guardian of the South, and South-West,
with the Seandinal'ian States and Finland to safeguard the North-East. and with England in charge
of the West . and oversea, wherever the interests of Nordic Man require it."

A Brsh e bank e arnl e apnontlazed b line sdneaes Ueoare e coiedibens an the Soestero Frone
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To the Japanese (made Honorary Aryans by the Nazis) would have been given rights of exploitation
in China., Tibet, Burma, Thailand and Trench Indo-China ; perhaps also, but more doubtfully, the
Malay States, the Netherlands-Indies.. Australia and New Zealand.

In the Western Hemisphere, the United States (still according to Dr. Rosenberg) "should begin to
settle its Black race in Africa. If this is not done the twelve million negroes in the United States will
soon grow to fifty million, and as the tool of Bolshevism they will cut the throat of White America."
Consolingly, he adds that "an America cleansed of all her black, yellow and Jewish elements, with a
purely Nordic-European population, will be a thousand times more powerful than a State polluted
by alien blood."

Doubtless these ideas remained unspoken at the Brenner meeting. There was no need to formulate
them there, and there is no need for us to speculate as to what was in Mussolini's mind. One day we
shall know when he took his final, fatal decision, and goose-stepped across the Rubicon.
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Ten days alter the dictators had parted in the Alpine snow, the Supreme War funned of the Allies
met in London (March 28th) and agreed that (1) neither Britain nor France would negotiate or conclude
an armistice or treaty of peace except by mutual agreement ; (2) they would not discuss peace terms
without prior agreement on the conditions necessary to ensure an effective and lasting guarantee of
the security of both Powers ; and (3) after the conclusion of peace they would maintain a community
of action in all spheres as lone; as it was necessary for security.

Soon afterwards (April ,4th) Mr. Chamberlain told us that after seven months of war he left ten time.
as confident of victory as he did in the beginning. Hitler, he added, had "missed the bus."

The following day General Sir Edmund Ironside. Chief of the Imperial General staff, told assembled
journalists at the War Office that although the German army was a magnificent machine, the men
commanding it had little experience, and that according to his information the fact that there had been
no blitizkrieg in the West was causing doubt and depression amongst the Nazis The German Army,
he said, was not well officered. It had few senior generals with experience of the last Great War.

If Hitler attacked us, nothing could suit us better, for we had had time to build up magnificent
defence.-,.

Time would reveal how long the Germans could stand the strain of waiting,. As for ourselves, we
were prepared, He trembled to think what would have happened if the Germans had attacked us at the
beginning of the war. "But now." he concluded. " only in this last fortnight - | am certain that we
hal\'e turned the corner."

How many corners have we turned since then :

Ominous rumours were reaching London of French political and military intrigues, of the under-
ground strength of French Communists, and of deficiencies in French defences.

M. Daladier's government fell because the war was not being prosecuted with sufficient vigour;
but there were other politicians who did not want to prosecute the war at all. When M. Reynaud's
government declared its policy, on March 22nd, the new French Prime Minister won a vote of confidence
by 112 votes, but there were 111 abstentions.
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At least one well-known wi carrespondent wrotee a nremorundum to the War Office pointing out
that the continuation of the Maginot Line to the Channel was dangerously weak, and that the weakest
point of all was at Sedan. Indeed, o map of Europe is suiboiens (0 disclose the potential danger. A
line rufed between Paris and Berlin passes almost throngl Sedan,

Al Teave was stopped for the B on January 14th, for about ten dayvs s thereafter there were
severul olher periods of tension. But before our soldiers were to fight in Frunee some ol them were to
attempt—alas, unsuceesstully up to date—""to purge the sacred soil of the Vikings from the fillly
tyrauny of the Nozis.”
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NORWAY

From the ice-five port of Narvik in the north of Norway, German ships with their cargoes of iron-ore
from the Swedish mint's at Gellivare had crept down the long lino of coast since the beginning of the war,
under the exasperated eyes of the British Navy. Keeping within territorial waters. they were immune
from capture ; hut it was not only German merchantmen which made use of the deep-water channels
behind the fringe of the islands : German warships and submarines also sought the security of the fjords.

During the First World War the same problem of the use of Norwegian territorial waters had arisen

Vumses bt b T Gkt sdoeard o G erazspeerd b Hlarmbre, seveenl g Tebore she X~ Prenashed Norwas el Dtk A Laree trpinbaer
wl trowpe waere etalled i ssoanercat renen el Tharnbiee s startbis Laefore 1T i i,

and the British and United States Governments had induced the Norwegian Government to lay mine-
fields off this coast. In this war, however, the British Government felt that it could not have induced
Norway to take such a step, and did not attempt to do so.

Nevertheless there was a great and growing desire at home to end the apparent deadlock in the war.
Action against German misuse of neutral waters was insistently demanded by public opinion, and
military writers were not slow to point out the immense importance of the Geilivare mines to Germany.
whose produce came chiefly down the Norwegian coast.

In 1935 Germany imported from abroad fourteen million tons of iron ore. In 1936, eighteen millions.
In 1937, twenty millions. In 1938,twenty-eight millions. These figures demonstrated not only the rising
tempo of German war preparation in the past, but the crippling blow that we might strike against her
present war economy by closing the Norwegian route.

Up to April,fifty-fiveNorwegian ships, aggregating 120.000 tons had been sunk by the Germans, and
over four hundred Norwegian sailors had been drowned as a result. When, therefore the Admiralty
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sent our minelayers, on the night of April 7th--8th to lay minefields near Bodoe, Kristiansund and
Stadtland, the whole country rejoiced. At last the period of stalemate WHS over !

But Germany had anticipated our action, For months past, as it subsequently appeared, the General
Stall had been working out a detailed scheme for the seizure of Denmark AND Norway. Early in March
began the assembling of transports and war material in the ports of northern Germane. Troops us-
toincd to inoimtain warfare were withdrawn from the Western Front, and for weeks had been engaged
in practising embarkation and disembarkation. Phrase books in the Norwegian language, lor the use
of soldiers were planted, also proclamations to be posted up in Trondheim and other cities. The Allied
Governments were apparently aware of these preparations, but it was stated that they could not tell where

Gerwane trowaps, beaaded by bawl oo pamiske ne he stoects o Osho The Sorwesian capttal. T cohnn of the pvinder wis compcesed of anly
AWer Lot Babiones nuenlwrsiag 1 500 e, ’

or when the blow would fall. To the man- in- the- street it seemed as if their Intelligence Services might
at least have made a guess.

At the end of March, German are ships and cargo ships, flying neutral flags (modern versions of the
Trojan horse, fortheir .holds were filled with (WITH GERMAN soldiers, guns and tanks) were steamingnorthwards
through Norwegian fjords.

Some of these soldiers subsequently boasted that they had been in Norwegian ports for a month.
But the main body of the enemy left Stettin later (though still before the British minelaying) namely,
on April 5th. They sailed m 20 transports, and at the same time the German Fleet put to sea, and led
our ships a wild-goose chase into the mists and snow-storms of the Arctic Circle.

On the morning of April 9th the Danes awoke to find that their country had been occupied.
Business people going to their offices in Copenhagen were greeted by German soldiers, while showers of
leaflets came from aeroplanes overhead. They were informed that their country had been taken under
German protection to save it from an Allied attack. Except for a few shots fired on the frontier, and
stubborn resistance by the Guards outside the Royal Palace, who were finally ordered to lay down their
arms by the King himself, the Danes sullenly acquiesced.
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Throughout the whole of Mon-
day, April Nth, the Norwegian
Government was busy preparing
a protest to the British Govern-
ment, regarding the minelaying.
All soils of rumours were cir-
aulating in Oslo. The afternoon
papers had a story of German
soldiers, torpedoed by a British
submarine, landing on the South
coast. A little after midnight an
air raid warning sounded over the
capital, which was immediately
blaeked~out. It was the night
alter new moon, and cloudy.
People Sloped their way home in
the pitch dark.

The Norwegian Cabinet met in

Caeramin inops CaErvis: Supplies Bl rass et el e arrival af o Soorwesian juers the Foreign Office at .1.30 am.

Dirpeen el iter tae s e, e The telephone rang constantly,
bringing news of strange ships—
probably German, but it was difficult to identity them in the darkness attacking the fjords of Oslo,
Bergen and Trondheim. At 4.30 a.m. the German Minister, Dr. Brauer asked to see Dr. Koht, the
Norwegian Foreign Minister, to whom he presented a Note and Memorandum. As the building was still
blacked out, they sat down by the ligght of two candles in the library. Dr. Brauer proceeded to give a
verbal explanation of the document, which ran to nineteen typewritten pages, He pointed out that all
resistance to Germany would be foolish, and quoted the very words of the horror film, "Baptism of
Fire," portraying the invasion of Poland, which he had shown four days previously to members of the
Norwegian Government : " If there are terrible consequences, you will only have to thank your English
and "French friends."

The Memorandum consisted of the stereotyped announcement that Germany was occupying the
country to save it from Great .Britain and France. The Note contained a series of demands, or instruc-
tions, designed to secure the
complete subservience of the
Norwegian  Government, and
control of the armed forces and
all means of communication.

Dr. Kohl asked for time to
submit these proposals to his
Government, and the German
Minister unwillingly agreed. Me
required the answer quickly, he
said, for the German forces had
been ordered to complete the
occupation of the places specified
by 9 o'clock that morning.

By 5.30 am. Dr. Koht had
returned to the library, where
the pale dawn was breaking.
The Government, he told Dr.
Brauer, was determined to main-
tain Norwegian independence as

Iong as possi ble. Goermans iueding anti-pireraft sons gt Trondbeimn shortly after they lad taken POssLGERIONn
ul this Norwegian seaport.
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The Norwegian military forces consisted of a
national. Militia, of about 12,500 men called up
annually for 84 days training, and a permanent
cadre of 1,900 officers and N.C.O.s. The Navy
had four small coast defence shi])s, the newest
having been built ill 1902, a minelayer, and a. few
destroyers and submarines. The Air "Force was
negligible. The Army was not mobilised, and what
arms and munitions it possessed were scattered in
depots in distant pails of the country, so that
thousands of young men ready to fight lor then
country had neit her equipment nor uniforms.

The occupation proceeded according to plan,
despite the gallant action of some of the
Norwegian coastal troops, notably at Oslo,
Kristiansand, and Bergen. Within twelve hours
the Germans had occupied Oslo with airborne
troops, and a German military band was placing
in the main square, while the citizens went about
their business in a daze.

It was only next day that they fully realised
what had happened. Many young men then
escaped to join the force which had been able
to take up arms against the invaders. But the
cheif ports were already in German hands -
kristiansand, Stavanger, Bergen, Trondheim and
Narvik. The Luftwaffe was in possession of every
aerodrome’.

The king and his Government left Oslo at

7.30 a.m. on April 9th. On April 10th Dr. Brauer demanded an interview with the King and Dr. Kohl
in the course of which he announced that "the situation was now so altered that the demands presented

in the Memorandum of the previous day could no

longer satisfy the German Government." Major

Quisling was to be appointed Prime Minister. 'The King refused.
Negotiations were broken off, and during the whole of the struggle for the independence o| Norway the

German ireops on Stavanger airfield, safd (o e beaving 1o take up strategie positions, T iht BME sis duvs o ithe wae i Nourwuy, seven raids
R were e by the IRAF, on Stavaeer acrodiome. C v
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King and the Crown Prince were hunted like outlaws by German troops, and bombed by (ionium
aeroplanes.

France and Great Britain were faced with the problem that was to be presented to them again by
Belgium and Holland. Norway had been anxious to avoid being drawn into the war. and had been care-
ful not to give the least ground of offence to Germany. She had consequently refused any arrangement
even approaching military collaboration or staff talks with the- only two countries who could help her in
her present plight. There was no plan of campaign, and the difficulties of co-operation were increased by
poor communications and by the confusion which inevitably existed in the Norwegian Army, scattered
as it was over a wide area.

As Mr. Churchill told the House of Commons on April nth. "It isnot the slightest use blaming the

®
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Allies for not being able to give substantial help and protection to neutral countries if they are held at
arms' length until those countries are attacked on a scientifically prepared plan by Germany."

The Navy and the Air Force were, however, doing all that lay in their power to support the
Norwegians. On April 10th. Captain Warburton-Lee led his flotilla of destioyers into Narvik fjord, where
he fought a glorious battle against a larger and more powerful German force, sinking one destroyer
and leaving three ablaze. Seven supply ships were sunk. Three days later the battleship Warspite,
accompanied anothee force of destroyers up the fjord. These were able to press home their attack,
sinking seven German destroyers.

But the small Expeditionary Force which had been secretly prepared for possible intervention in the
Finnish campaign had been disbanded. It was hastily reassembled, together with ships and supplies
which the War Office might have held in readiness when the Admiralty 1 ad taken its decision to lay
minefields in Norwegian waters.

If the Norwegians are to be blamed, as they may be, for not being prepared for Cerman aggression, we
must not absolve ourselves from an equal or indeed a greater negligence.

So far as a concerted plan was possible, it was hoped to reinforce the two small Norwegian contingents
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which were tryving to hold the two valleys which run np from the comparatively level country of sonihern
Norway 1o Trondbenn, the Gudlrandsdal und the Osterdal,

As soon as the Allied troops arrived it was hoped to establish a line from Trondheim 1o e Swedish
fronticr at Storlien, along the Trondheim-Ostersand railway, s preventing the junction of the German
forces in southern and northern Norway,

The vriginal Allied plan was for a Linding in strength at Trondhein, while ereating diversions at two
snualler ports, Namsos, 120 miles to the north, and Aandalsnes, 100 miles (o the sowtdn There were
railwiys frenn Namses and Sandalsnes to Trowdliving, but owing to the high Dovre Platean, ihe latter
railway ftrst runs doe south to Dombaas, the junetion for Litlchanumer and Oslo. hefore turning nwrth 1o
Trondhceam,

The Ladding at Trondbeim, however was connternumded., TUwas suggested an the time that 10 was
whandoned on the adviee of the Admiralty, owing
o the danger from submariies wicd airerilt to
the warships which would have covered these
operations in the dificidt waters of Trondlwim
Rord.  Mr. Clhorcill, however, stated an e
House of Counnons that the Admiralty raised no
objections,  Grave doubts were enteriained by
the military as to the possibility of making an
upposed landing under heavy hostile air superiority.
The Cliefs of Statf and their deputies unanimonsly
advised (hat 1t would be less costly and surer 1o
comvert: the diversionwry landings inta the main
attack.”

This dvcision deprived the Allies of the posses
sion of the Jargest port in Contral Norway, with
facilitivs for Janding heavy guns and stores, which
were totally Lwcking at Namsos and Aandalsnes,
Trondhicim was held by 4,000 Germim troops whn
conld not ewstdy Lave been reinforced, nor wasit
more exposed to the danger of hombing ilian the
othier two Larbours,  On the other hamd, we might
have sustained heavy losses in ilic Torcing of the
Agadnes and Bretienes forts at the entringe to
Trondhieim.

The Allied forees were Janded at three widely
separated points 1 at Numsos on April 14th, near
Narvik on April 1510, and @t Aandalsnes an April

After Lot Erot (heir Wemspen s, Heitish Lroeps wititing to L Trth. At Namsos and Aandalsnes the landings
Taken by Jorry we the fughting hoess O ebe micht o Nomwegian . ' - .
llicet is seen talkiag 1o Tiritisd afiecr. continued 1hroughout the week. No list of the

regimends engaged has heen published, but speaking
it the House of Commons on May 7th, Mr. Chamberluin said that the two Torees combined did not anouni
to more lian 4 division-—ahbout 15,000 ten. At Narvik two companies of the Scots Guards were dis-
embarked, together with detachnients of the Freneh Foreign Legion, Chasseurs Alpins, and  Polish
mountuin troops.

The Norwegians were still holding the Germans with great gallantiy in the Godbrandsdal and Osterdad
valleys, althongh opposed by heavy artillery, tanks, dive-bombers, and harassed by parachute treops
in the rear,

The Allied Toree, mnder Major-General Bernard Paget, which Diud Tunded at Aandalsnes, immediately
entrained Tor its journey south diwn the famous and picturesgue Romsdal vadley {o reinforee the hard-
pressed Norwegians,  Arrived al Donbaas, (he junetion for Trondheim, it divided into two parts. One
section turned north and east to hold the raillway at Roros in the Osterdal, while a weak Territorial
brigade (weak in numbers, bul not in spirit) continued down the Gudbrandsdal,

On cithwer side of Gudbrandsdal the mountains rise steeply Tor thousands of fect, and In places the river
forces its way ihrough narrow gorges, surmounted by snow-capped mountains,  On April 20th, the
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Territoriad brigade reached Lilkdmmner, a0 small agrienltural town about 150 miles to (e south,
defended by the Norwegions, Three days later, however, it was compelied to retreat, Tor it lacked the
air-support, the artifery, and the womoured vehjeles whiclt aiote would e enabled it to maintain
itsell against superior numbis,

Coaselessty hombed from the air, battered by guns ta whicl our men could not reply, and atiacked by
tunks. the King's Cwn Yarkshire Light Infantry, the York and Lasicuster Reginent and e Green
Howands fell slowhv aad doggedly back. By April 230 they wore ot Kvam in o narrow part of the
Gudbrandsdal, where ey made o stand.

During the night of Apeil 2pth (he exbiusied Norwegiams passed throngh the British lines. Nest
morning the Germans, whose stremethe wis reckoned o1 o division, wore thrown tieek.  The COERIY Were
Rughly trained, andd moch bettor cyeipped than we were, but when it came to bayonet digliting ey
were 1o il for the Iongdisd hrignde.

The Germuans were now aaking wse of their air superjority (o bomb the ports of Nansos and

Suilers Wetpine een ol e Britsh Espeditiowars Fotee so Norwan b Lamiliog stomes, sigppdies il Gl saqaijomst np e gy,

Awndalsnes, and Use roads and railways leading to the front. Tlhey were adso reinforcing their gurison
at  Trondheiny by troop-cirrving acroplanes, and  dropping mackhine-guns,  trench-miortiors and

Tummunition by means of parachutes, The Roval Air Foree, without o base in Norway, had 1o iy 300
miles arross the North Sea to homb their objectives.

One squadron of Gladiators Tanded on a frozen luke neae Dombaas and endeavoured (o establish
an air base there, hut 10 was quickly discovered Dy the Gormans, Some of the machines were bombed
and machme-gunned on the dee o those whieh managed to get into the air forght magoiticenthy, shooting
down 3o of the enemy in he course of 15 hours. But our stores of petrol were set alight and the last
British "planc was desiroyed when it landed to refuel.

The Namsos contingent, under CGeneral Carton de Wiirt, pushed south along Uie railway to Stenkjer,
where there was.o small bady of Norwegian troops, The combined foree moved along the east caist of
Trondheim ford and quickly made contact with the Germans.

On April 25th Carton de Wiarts position was rendered untenuble by an attack on lis rigln flani
carried out by troops which had been Tanded from o1 German destraver in Trondheim fjord, By skill
and hard Bghting he managed to exericate himsell, and took up a strong position on steep hills above
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Brrgisle eresspss anl supeplies Leong Larndesd b Noanss,

Stenkjer, but once again the incessmt air bombardment and the laek of artillery sapport made an
advanee impossible.

It was unfortunate that the Navy had net been permitted to attaek Trondhwing, but more tragie
wus our long negleet of the Roval Adr Force,  Our weakness in the air would lave male 1t difaealt, in

Thi vrew of a beavily armoured Gk roodeg o ke up their positions during traindng behind the lines in France. These heavy tanks can
travie] uver the rolghest ground al o good speed.
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April 1ygo, to gain or maintain local air supremaey in Wesdern Novway, and without it we shonld have
farcd badly, whatever onr initial successes tdght llave beci,

Namsos and Aandalsnes had by this tme bheen reduced 1o raing, and the sorehv-needed @ conld not
be landed. A transport carrving iand-tank gnns bl Teen sk

On April 25t the territorial Drigade ar Kyvion sepidsal viohnt attcks on its position, b further
witlelriwat had beeome inevitable. Thea night it 40l haek 1o fartitiod position st Ot seven miles
inrear. Here iowissagain violendy attacked on April 280 by ihe refnforeed Gernians, 1;111 e vhemy
had no betver snecess than on Apeil 2sie The fine diseipline amd Nghting qualities of this foree enaliled
it to reach Dombises on April goth where the Koouy L foughit vet caothier reargnned CHaEeRIenE,
Thev were 4o Tuve heen withdenwn by bradn, Dot e line Taed Been bombed. A dter lighting all sy the
ment marched seventeen miles during the night. Next dinv they faced the Gertmus onee more, and drove
them off. At Tazr they were able to cotrain, and arrived ar Aandalsnes on the might of Mav st

nding cowraepaort, O April deddle a0 War O fae
andedd i Morwaw

Tronpe ol e Frean I Tspea ity Force, sent toassist Nopway
reamanni s stilim] thet Freoeh m-rum Bl ».ur 3

The reninder of General }’:ngel s force, which lid gone forward to the Osterdal Valley, alsomanaged (o)
vinde capture by the converging Gormims, and reachied Aandulsnes in safety, The pleisant it le fishing
village wus now a charred heap, but thanks to the Nuvy the troups were withdriwn without further
loss,

General Carton de Wiart's foree sudfered the same e as Goeneral Paget™s @ its posiion nortly of
Trondheim became untenable. Tt fell back slowly to Namsos, where the walls of a gutted clmreh were all
that was left to tell of the Jittle port's modest prosperity.

Transports carrying buck the British and Frenehr troops, with their faithful escort of de slrovers,
disappeared into the mists of the North Sea two davs bofore the areival of the pursuing Gernans,

It was o sad end to o campuign, where the skill and conrage of the men whe did U fighting shome
brightly against the sombre huckground of muddle in Whitchall-- not for the first time in our history,

But periiaps with regard to Norway the Government has suffered erilicism in silence for the sake of
others.  From an observation made by M. Revinaud, when he was Freneh Prine Minister, 1o a corres
pondent of The Temes, it would scem that he Leld General Guniclin persenally responsible for the
mismanagement of the campaign.  Gamelin's, of course, was the main responsibility, since he was the
Allied Commander-in-Chief.
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There remained the small contingent outside Narvik, to whir]] oilier detachments of British troops
had been added, from landing at Bodoe, Mo and Mosjoen. This force had made its way north,, and
effected a junction with the besieging force of Norwegians.

It is hard to see why, when the evacuation of the main body had hern derided upon and carried
out (the decision had hern taken on April 27th) this isolated operation was continued. It would have
had no effect on The ultimate result of the German campaign, and it involved the dispersal of valuable
men-of-war, which led to serious losses.

The weather added to the Allies' difficulties in Narvik all through May. There was unerasing snow
and rain, while the thaw turned the ground into a quainniro. The Germans received food and munitions
dropped by aeroplane, and although they retreated from Narvik on May 28th, they took up a position
along the railway to Sweden. All of them (about 2,000) would have been captured when the late spring
turned to summer, but by the end of May the situation in France was so grave that an immediate evacua
tion of the Narvik troops was ordered. Although they were withdrawn safely, H.M. aircraft carrier
Glorious, and the destroyers Acasta and .Ardent as well as the 20,000-ton Orient liner Orama. were
sunk by the German fleet.

The King and Government of Norway were at Tromsoe, and were notified of the British decision ;
they too left for England, where they landed on June 10th to continue the simple lor a. free Norway.
In many parts of the country the biave, ill-equipped Norwegian Army was still keeping up a. -uerilla
warfare, but gradually each centre of resistance was stamped out by the Germans. and the nation grimly
submitted to overwhelming force.

The attack on Mr. Chamberlain's Government for the failure of this campaign came from all sides
of the House of Commons.
home of the sternest critics were distinguished Conservative back-benchers, such as Mr. Amery, who
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ended his strictures with the words of Cromwell : "You have been too long here for any good you have
been doing ! Depart J say, and let us have done with you. In the name of God, go !"

Mr. Herbert Morrison, who had been a conscientious objector in the last war, summed up the case
against Mr. Chamberlain by saying that "Before the war, and during the war, we have felt the whole
spirit, tempo, and temperament of at least some of the Ministers have been wrong, inadequate and
unsuitable. | am bound to refer, in particular, to the Prime Minister, the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
and the Secretary of State for Air." .Mr. Morrison added that "just as they lacked courage, initiative',
imagination, psychological understanding, liveliness, and self-respect in the conduct of foreign policy,
so the absence of those qualities has manifested itself in the actual conduct of the war."

Even Mr. Churchill did not escape censure fur having said ; ".All German ships will he sunk in the
Skagerrak and Kattegat, and by night all ships will be sunk as opportunity serves." He wound up the
debate in a good speech, but he could not dispel the impression, which was indeed general throughout
the country, that the Government was sluggish
and incompetent. Members were determined to
register their disapproval, and the immense
majority of Mr. Chamberlain's administration
sank to 81. The day after the close of the
debate (May loth) it was clear that the lime had
come to form a Cabinet in which all parties were
represented.

The King sent for Mr. Churchill. There was
-- time to lose, lor the Germans had invaded the
Low Countries at 3 a.m. that day

Yet what Jar greater sinners there were, in
that Parliament, which had first applauded Mr.
Chamberlain's Munich policy, and then turned on
him so bitterly ! History may yet record that, but
for Munich, the British Empire disarmed and
dreaming of collective security might have gone
down to ruin. Members who had been prominent
m schemes lor disarmament and had sought to
economise on the Services by every possible
means were now clamouring for arms and men.
One of them had declared in 1934 that "no air
foree can ever defend us against air attack,” and
had written in the magazine of the National Peace

Council: "Who stands in the path o] Britain

J N when we ask lor the supreme guarantee of our
Aty haels o Lish Iresspes Ty Lo meoan Gl oo e neliling H H i

: i s ol e D diuline national security a guarantee that 20.000 aircraft

Lues sl by adter arriving il o Norwesenn et

could not give ? We ought to be told who
these international criminals are." Yet this same M.P. (Mr. P. Noel Baker) was kind enough, in
August 1940. to acknowledge that the R.A.F. "had saved the country, and would wan the war":
presumably, therefore, he no longer considered the men who planned British rearmament as criminals.
Mr. Chamberlain would have made a better case for his administration had he been free to speak the
whole truth about Prance. Even so, he could not have absolved if from its share of responsibility for
the Norwegian failure. The Germans had been bound to take strong, even desperate action to counter
our attempt to block the iron-ore route from Narvik. The Govenment had apparently anticipated that
the enemy might seize the southern coast of Norway, but did not believe that the Germans could reach
Trondheim. There had been a serious miscalculation here, and again in not securing air bases for our
military operations. Troop-carrying aeroplanes landed the enemy by thousands, parachutists came
down at key points and dive-bombers harried the hastily-assembled Norwegian and British troops.
Meanwhile the German Navy, despite heavy losses, had been handled with great enterprise.

In a larger sphere, however, the balance was in our favour. Hawing reduced the strength of the
German Navy by one-third, we were able to reinforce the Mediterranean and send out many more men

and munitions to Egypt.
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THE CAMPAIGN IN THE LOW COUNTRIES

On at least two occasions in January and April, 1940 the invasion of the Low Countries had been
regarded as only a matter of hours. Each time it had been postponed, apparently at the last moment,
thouugh there is the possibility that the German General Staff were testing its preparations, which needed
rehearsal and accurate timing.

Holland and Belgiumweretempting prizes, for despite their small areas they were two of the richest
countries in Europe. Much of the trade of Germany flowed through the great ports of Rotterdam and
Antwerp, while both countries could supply the things of which Germany stood most in need at the
moment.

Holland had a large yearly surplus of dairy and farm produce for export : milk and cream
220.000 tons, butter 56,000 tons, cheese 62,000 tons, flour products 379,000 tons, potatoes 287,000
and large quantities of vegetables and fish. It was a dainty dish to set before the Germans, who during
the winter had been feeling the effects of the British bloekade.

Lor munitions, Belgium was just as tempting, with her great steel and Iron works, and her iron-ore
deposits so conveniently near the coal mines ; and her ma-niCieent textile lactones with theii stoles ol
raw material.

In both countries the great system of deep-water canals, the highly developed railway systems, the
good ports and many airfields, supplied ideal bases for sea, land and an operations which might lead to
the final overthrow of Britain.

Belgium and Holland were so conscious of their danger that they omitted the only measure which could
really haw helped them in their hour of need. They refused to enter into any staff talks, or to concert a

King Leopold of the Belgiansis seen above discussing military matters with army others



go BRITAIN AT WAR : THE ARMY

common plan of defence, either with each other, or with the Allies; and they failed to take any
effective steps to deal with enemies within their gates.

Up to this war there was always a chance lor an unprepared people to "muddle through somehow"
against a better equipped enemy. Resolute men could still die in the last ditch, believing that thereby
they could save the day ; and history records many instances when such courage did indeed prevail.

Not so against the new weapons, There is no use manning barricades against a heavy tank, nor will
heroism alone defeat a, dive bomber. Weapons of precision, organised defence in depth, and enormous
quantities of munitions are required, otherwise an unarmed people are as powerless as were the slow
moving armies of the Middle Ages against the horsemen of Ghengiz Khan and Tamerlane.

eese Ve droedder dbirier thes Nadl ovascon of e Lo
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The tempo of modern war is that of the petrol engine. Long columns of lorries (a division requires
fifteen miles of load space). flocks or hordes of motor bicyclists (a noun of multitude has not yet been
invented for them) and convoys of motorised artillery move forward under the cover of squadrons of
scouting ])lanes and bombers. Everthing depends on the co-ordination of various arms, on keeping
the roads clear tor the great masses of vehicle:-,, and on carefully prepared time schedules. Without
such, planning all is chaos.

All was chaos in the Low Countries, and the not. spread to Trance, whose troops were compelled to
attempt the most dangerous of all operations oi war, a flank march in fare of the enemy.

General Gamelin has been severely criticised (perhaps with justice for subsequent indecisions) but he
is only one of the many people responsible for having opened the battle with the dice loaded against
the Allies.

It is at any rate arguable that since combined staff talks were forbidden by Holland and Belgium
it was impossible to attempt the defence of those countries. Such strategy would have involved us in
no worse risks than those we were afterwards compelled to run. We might have yielded the Low
Countries as a gambit in the dreadful game which the Germans had forced us to play. By doing so we
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might have thrown in the whole weight of our well-trained and well-equipped troops (afterwards wasted
in gallant rearguard actions) against the German flank, while keeping a substantial Anglo French reserve
intact behind the defences which we had laboriously constructed dining the winter.

Such a policy, however, would have been impossible for political reasons. The public in France.
Great Britain and the United States had for years been bemused by every kind of pacifist fantasy and
knew nothing whatever about war. Neither did itspolitieians. with the possible exception of Mr. Winston
Churchill. If we had been conducting this war on sound strategical principles we should not have
declared it when we did, and we should temporarily have abandoned the Low Countries to their fate.

In the event, Holland was overrunin five days, and Belgium in eighteen.

Had General Weygand (who was appointed to the supreme command on May 19th) been able to dispose
of the fifteen infantry divisions (say 3000,000 men) and the three mechanised divisions which he lost in
Flanders, together with the well-trained nine divisions of the B.E.F. (with auxiliary troops and pioneer
corps numbering in all 400,000 men) the summer of 1940 might have seen a battle in Flanders which
would have broken the German legions, instead of one that led to the disaster of Dunkirk and the tragedy
of France.

The Dutch Army had been mobilised at the outbreak of war. After the alarms of November and April
more classes had been called up. Like all armies except the German, it had but small supplies of anti tank
guns and anti-aircraft batteries.

For defence the 'Dutch relied largely on the flooding of the frontier districts, a method which had served
the country well against Alva and his invincible Spanish infantry, regarded in the 16th century as the.
Panzerdivisionen were in 1940. But water is no protection against aeroplanes.

The Dutch strategy was based on the abandonment of that, part of the country which lies to the north
and east of the Zuider Zee. There were blockhouses along the rivers Yssel and Maas from the south of
the Zuider Zee to Maastricht in the south east. .Behind these fortified positions the country was again
to be Hooded. Within that semicircle lay the richest cities of Holland- The Hague, Amsterdam and
Kotteiclam, and many other prosperous J laces, with treedined canals, Peasant friendly streets, town halls

Gorman medium light tanks, of a type used to form the spearhead of the Nazi advance into the Low Countries and Northern France, are seen
here crossing a shallow river during the invasion of Belgium.
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with crowfoot gables and gaily painted shutters, tall light churches, picture galleries, and peace-loving,
hard-working, clean and contented people.

Once again the Germans adopted the tactics they had used in Poland. There was a light frontal
attack, but the main positions were captured from the rear.

In other respects the situation resembled that which had existed in 'Norway prior to the attack on
that country, but in Holland the "Fifth Column" preparations were even more complete.

Since 1934 there has existed all over the world an Association of Germans Abroad. Germans resident
in foreign countries were expected to show their enthusiasm lor the Fuehrer and the Nazi Part)' hv
becoming members ; many of them were loyal and devoted members. Those who failed to join found
that their business languished, their local authorities received curious accusations against them, and
that their relations in the Reich were suspected of disloyalty.

The members of the Association attended an annual conference at Stuttgart, held immediately before
the Nuremberg Rally. They were instructed there as to how they could best serve the Fatherland.
Those who showed a special aptitude were invited to attend an advanced course at a training school at
Hamburg-Altoiia. where they were taught the construction of wireless transmitters, the sending and
reception of ciphers and codes, signalling and the darker arts of sabotage and spying.

There were 80,000 German residents in Holland many of them popular and highly-respected citizens.

There was also a. Dutch Nazi Party. It had grown up during the years of the financial depression and
consisted largely of young "black coated" workers who had either lost, their posts or could find no
employment after they left the Universities. In the elections of 1933 it received 30,000 votes, and in
1935 300,000 votes. Its ablest and most influential leader was Rost van Tonningen, who had done
valuable work as the adviser to the Austrian Government under the League of Nations financial
reconstruction scheme. In 1936 he returned to his own country to edit Het Nationaal Dagblad He was
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arrested on May 4th, 1940. together with 21 of his chief supporters, but by then he had organised a wide
network of pro-Nazi sympathisers.

The long tradition of political tolerance in Holland gave these plotters considerable liberty to under
mine the country from within. Certainly not all Dutch Nazis were traitors but even the idealists often

Scryeil as fools or dupes to those who were in the pay of Germany.

Both from the strategic and military point of view Belgium was better prepared than Holland to face
an invasion, but amongst her citizens there was also a considerable minority not only friends of
Germany, but also friends ol Russia who contributed to her downfall.

The Resists were Jed by an eloquent young man named Degrelle. Although they were losing some
of their popularity in 1940. they were represented by four members of the Chamber, and lour in the
Senate, and Degrelle was said to enjoy the confidence of King Leopold. There was also a
considerable Communist Party, and a number of discontented Flemish nationalists. Many of the
older Flarnands had been German sympathisers during the last war. Though much had been done
to icmove their grievances, they were once again ready to help the enemies of their country.

| he Belgian Army was organised in six Army Corps, with additional fortress and frontier troops.
Some 650,000 men had been mobilised in May 1940.

| lie plan of defence was dictated by the same geographical and strategic factors as those of 1914

to tall back from the .hornier to strongly fortified positions which ran from Liege south to the
Ardennes. The recently built Albert Canal between the Meuse and the Scheldt was to provide an inner
line, while another line ran from Antwerp through the Meuse valley to the frontier of France.

A Freneh eavy tuuk pgoing into wetion.



Frowli jefimery pewereess of whean there were fur e few--agarchiog o relicss theie comvieles in the front line



Lretn hus
1 1h

o the fuaooes Frewch 75 e gubs, Thes i
Llaue.




RTINS AT AESTINTY ol renn e ade I B ear ok elegpe e S Lask s e

B I P [ TR A TR TR LT RS Y FTT T LT

Mo Tl tronge pazaiig theomedia villas: i Neetiorn Frene b LeTrLory. BERsb eclianised e

Eport s gy regdaced horse units

during the preaeny war sl e Germane w1 rely to e extent ypon this Jermn of trsport.



106 BRITAIN AT WAR : THE ARMY

When the German Government presented its ultimatum to the three countries Holland, Bel-
ejum, and Luxemburg- the burden of its charges against them was, as usual, that the Allied Powers
had been planning an invasion, in older to reach the German industrial district of the Ruhr. On
May 9th. neutral correspondents were given the most emphatic assurances at the German Foreign
Office in Berlin, that Germany had no aggressive intentions towards Holland. At 9.30 that night---
following the usual technique the (icrman army began to move against the Dutch and Belgian
frontiers.

German diplomats abroad are expected to be early risers, but even so the Ministers are alway's later
than their Army and Air Force.

Ny nbersed Broepe e ing theeaweho o tevn of Neathiven Frooee sl e Doed sifEersad severcl Troan weshont o) comiemoes e atne b ol
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At 6 am. on May 10th the German Minister in the Netherlands arrived at the Foriegn Office in The
1 labile, and demanded to see the Foreign Minister, M. van Kieffens. The latter had been up most of the
night, for the Dutch Intelligence Service had warned him thai the German attack would come at (lawn.
And at dawn- four o'clock he had heard that the aerodromes at Waalhaven, Bergen, Schipol and de
Kooy had been bombed. '

Count von Zech deliveied an ultimatum announcing that an immense German force had been put into
action. Any resistance was senseless. Germany guaranteed that, if no resistance was offered, Holland
would retain her possession in Europe and overseas. Otherwise there was danger of the complete
destruction of the country, and of the machinery of the State.

The document proceeded to cite what the Nazi Government considered a lone, series of unneutral
acts by the Dutch Government such as allowing the use of Dutch territory to British secret agents and
the help given to them in their work ; the defence measures taken by Holland and Belgium along the
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German frontier, when similar measures had not been taken along their western frontiers and the
southern frontier of Belgium.

Further. Holland had been guilty of allowing her neutrality to be hefrequentlyviolated by British
aircraft without, taking any effective counter-measures. (Asa matter of fact Dutch anti-aircraft batteries
had fired impartially on all air intruder-, and one British aeroplane had been shot down.) But hours
before the German Minister presented tins memorandum German bombs had fallen on Dutch towns,
parachutists had dropped from the sky. and the attack on the frontier had begun.

The .Dutch Foreign Ministei indignantly denied these accusations, arid declared that as a result of the
German attack Holland was now at war with Germany.
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Hitler, meanwhile, had proclaimed to his Army that its hour had come. "The light begins to-day
which will decade the destiny of the German people for a thousand years. Now do your duty ! The
German people follows you with my blessing !"

In Brussels the German Ambassador did not rise so early as his colleague in 'l he Hague, but otherwise
the procedure was the same.

The Belgian Cabinet met at | a.m. on May loth, having received news that the Germans were on the
march. King Leopold took over the direction of operations, orders were given for general mobilisation,
and an appeal was made to France and Great Britain lor help, which was answered hall an hour alter
it was received.

At 4.30 a.m. German aircraft were scouting over Brussels, but it was not till S.30 a.m. that the German
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Ambassador arrived at the Foreign Office with hisultimatum. M. Spaak, the Belgian foreign Minister,
took if from his hand saying : "Let me spare you the shame of reading it."

In London Lord Halifax received the Dutch Minister and the Belgian Ambassador at the Foreign
Office shortly alter 6 am. They informed him that their countries had been invaded, that their forces
were resisting ; and made an official request for support.

The War Cabinet met at 8 am. and re-assembled at 11.30 am. when the Chiefs of Staff reported that
the Allied Forces had been moving to the relief of Belgium since early morning. At midday the Hutch
Foreign and Colonial Ministers arrived in London by air, to consult with their Allies.

On May 13th Mr. Churchill met the House of Commons for the first time as Prime Minister, and asked
for a vote of confidence. "I have nothing to offer," he declared, "but blood and toil and tears and
sweat. . .

"We have before us an ordeal of the most grievous kind. We have before us many, many long months

A tvpical sevis e breael villaee Telined e Ties s amembes s geeims ol artillrs ke itowas tocthe ot Aozl i -ueh units
’ aves yreckninised, Torses ape s1e]msed 01 0ds bepne od with,

of struggle and of suffering. If you ask me what is our policy. 1 will say it is towagewar- war by air.
land and sea, war with all our might, and with all the strength that God can give us, and to wage war
against a. monstrous tyranny never surpassed in the dark and lamentable catalogue of human crime.
That is our policy.

"1 fyouask us, 'What isYour aim ? | can answer in oneword : Victory. Victory at all costs . . .
for without victory there is no survival let that be realised- no survival for al that the British Empire
has stood for, no survival for the urge and impulse of the ages that mankind shall move forward towards
itsgoal."

Thus the great battle opened. The German forces consisted of 98 infantry divisions, 8 armoured
divisions, 6 light armoured divisions and 8 niotorised divisions. The Allied forces consisted of 12 Dutch,
IT Belgian, 90 French, 2 Polish, and 12 British divisions (of which three were only partially trained and
equipped, and were therefore—temporarily- second-line troops, although included in the total) making
133 Allied divisions, against 120 employed by the Germans. In aeroplanes, armoured lighting vehicles,
anti-tank and anti-aircraft guns, however, our numbers were notably inferior to those of the Germans.
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Nor must we blind ourselves to the fact that our chief deficiency at that time—afterwards to be remedied
in the British Army, which had always chafed, albeit in loyal silence, at the "Maginot mentality" was
lack of offensive spirit. Broadly speaking, the Allies expected to fight a long war, in which they would
repulse German attacks from well-sited and elaborate!) equipped underground forts, while the blockade
did its work.

It was not to be. It was not true that the attack required three times the numbers of the defence in
older to succeed. The attack starts with the advantage of choosing its own time arid place, and if it also
possesses new methods of assault, as the Germans did, if can conquer with lesser numbers than its
adversary. The Germans were never hard pressed, except in purely local offensives.

In the spring of 1940 the Allies had insufficient weapons and an unsound military theory with which to
meet the Germans, but their numbers were amply sufficient.

An old wornan and o werping girl leaving o Loodon seaten abter A nurse helping & refugee oo E-'rt_-m-l- Puse il ool e Lo daotie o
Heir arrival with otler Beleum relngees, Yogpelbe of her belomgings frooe ber cvele.,

We could have won, if we had had more aeroplanes and more tanks, ;md if we had had them in the
right places. Instead, our fine tank division was lost in Flanders, lighting rearguard actions, and the
French tanks were scattered along the whole length of the Maginot Line, in support of infantry, instead
of being employed in mass.

We inflicted incalculable suffering on ourselves and Furope through these miscalculations, which were
not in their essence military, but political. We had believed that if we disarmed other nations Would
follow our example. It wasa Himalayan blunder, wishful thinking in excelsis.

The German plan was simple and well executed. It was to lure our armies north, and then strike a
blow at Sedan, the nerve-centre of the French line, nearest Paris. Had the attack failed, the Germans
had. other plans in readiness which would have enabled them to continue the war. But the Nazi machine
moved forward with scarcely a hitch.

There was the sudden irruptioninto | Holland, Belgium and Luxemburg, throwing those countries into
confusion. There was the well-planned march through the forests of the Ardennes, enabling armoured
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units to appear suddenly at the hinge of the French front. There was the break-through, bisecting the
Trench defences, as previously the Dutch and Belgian defences had been split. There was the dash to the
Atlantic coast, and the merciless bombing of villages, to crowd the roads with refugees, preventing our
reinforcements being brought up to the lighting line. Nothing went amiss. On the Dermaus went, with
horror and havoc as their allies until they reached the dunes of .Dunkirk.

Twenty-live Allied divisions had gone northwards, to help the bow Countries. The Germans did not
bomb them on then' way up. Why should they, when they were conforming to Hitler's plan ? As the
Panzerdivisionene swept forward, to St. Quentin to Peronne, Amiens, Abbeville, the propagandists in
Berlin exulted. "The British and the Trench armiesin the north are facing annihilation," they declared.
It was true according to all human calculation, but none the less the Germans were wrong.

| he thrust against the Tow Countries was delivered with armoured divisions just where it
was expected in all instructed quarters, namely at the junction of the Belgian and Dutch frontiers,
where a tongue of Dutch territory (‘known as the "Limburg appendix") extended southwards
between the German and Belgian borders.

Not only was it impossible for the Dutch to defend this appendix, but also the frontier junction
was obviously a place where both countries would be in doubt as to the direction of the enemy attack.

In the north of the appendix lies the town of Roerinund, on the east bank of the Mense. Thirty
miles upstream (i.e. south of Roermund) lies Maastricht, on the west bank of the flense. Roerinund
is eighty miles Iron) Antwerp, and Maastricht, .sixty miles from Brussels.

When German tanks and dive-bombers at tacked Roerinund and Maastricht at 3 a.m. on Friday,
May 10th. neither the Belgians nor the Dutch could make any effective resistance there: the
Belgians because it was not their country, and the Dutch because it was too far from their main
lines of defence.

Behind the Meuse, and to the north of it, behind the Yssel River, the Dutch hoped that their Hooding

- \I'|. "‘ﬁ_‘g'
* ..

The remains of a German medium-type armoured-car, put outof action by allied defenders during the rapid Nazi advance on Paris,
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Following the parachutists came troop carrying aeroplanes, consisting of old bombers of every kind,
which the Luftwaffe did not mind “crashing," fur they expected to retrieve the wreck in a few day's time.

The task of these men was to seize vital points such is the Morrdyke. and to spread confusion behind
the Dutch lines, thus engaging the attention of front-line troops who would have been invaluable
elsewhere.  They succeeded only too well. No General Staff except the German had foreseen
what immense dismay and disorganisation could be produced by these tactics.

While the inhabitants of Rotterdam drank their morning coffee on that fateful Friday morning, the
enemy had captured the principal bridges and two railway stations. Uncertainty added to the horror
of the situation ; men in police uniforms might be friends, or Nazis, or Dutch traitors; well known

Laght wonl eaenlian British taobie, it ut the great aonon of sagepelive, mans and otlee oeteriol that was jmmeditely sent Lo el Seleitn alier
Vs Loz ivasionn of the Lowe Congaitrivs.

German residents suddenly appeared in their true colours to aid the invaders, and there were stories
of women parachutists, and boys disguised as nuns and nurses.

The chief disaster of the day, however, was the arrival of German kind forces at the Moerdyke.
making any attempt at recapture unlikely.

The first German detachment arrived in a motor bus, and surprised and overpowered the
guard. They were soon reinforced by machine turn detachments which had been concealed in barges
on the river. A French division which was moving up from Breda, to form a connecting link between
the British and Dutch forces, was too far off to give any help. The Moerdyke was lost, and
Holland split into two parts.

All next day (May nth) German parachutists descended near Rotterdam, Amsterdam, The
Hague, and Utrecht. The passage of the Meuse was forced in several places.

The undefended northern province of Groningen was quickly occupied. By noon the Germans had
readied the eastern shore of the Zuider Zee. Later in the day they pierced the Grebbe line, which ran
from Amersfoort to the Rhine".
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By the evening of May 12th the Dutch Government had concluded that it could not expect any
effective military assistance from the French or British. It was anxious that the 'Royal family should not
fall into the hands of the Germans, so on the morning of the 13th, Princess Juliana, who was expecting
another child, her husband, Prince Bernhard. and the two Princesses Left for England in a Dutch steamer
escorted by a British destroyer. They narrowly escaped death when an aeroplane dropped a magnetic
mine across the bow of their ship.

Continual air attacks on the palace in The Hague made necessary the evacuation of the Queen, who
was prevailed upon to leave for the Hook of Holland that evening. Se expressed a desire to go to.
Flushing, and a British destroyer was placed at her disposal.

On the way to Flushing, however, the destroyer picked up a message to say that that port had been
heavily bombed. Course was changed for Dover, but whether the Queen was informed of this at the
time has not been made public. It is said that she desired to stay with her people, but that she yielded
to the solicitations of the Dutch Government to remain on British soil.

By the 13th the enemy was already advancing on Utrecht and Rotterdam with armoured lighting
vehicles. The Dutch forces at Dordrecht had been defeated, and further south, Roozendaa was taken.

On May 14th the centre of Rotterdam was attacked for three hours by squadrons of German bombers,
who flew unmolested across the city, dropping hundreds of tons of high explosive. The Hague, with its
historic, building- and glorious art galleries had already been bombed. Now the Germans were
threatening Utrecht with a similar fate.

The Dutch Army had lost one-fourth of its effectives in four days. The small but gallant Dutch Air
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Force had been wiped out. All the chief ports, aerodromes, arsenals, and dockyards were in the hands
of the Germans.

Early in ihe evening of May 14th the Dutch Commander-in -Chief ordered his troops to cease fire. A
few weeks later he was on his way to a German concentration camp, for failing to show sufficient zeal in
collaborating with the conquerors. Judging by the scanty news which leaks, out of Holland. the majority
of that stubborn nation follows his example as closely as it can.

The Queen and Dutch Government established their headquarter in London, where they will remain
until the Nether lands are freed ; and from here they govern the Dutch overseas possessions, which are
making a valuable contribution to the Allied war effort.

Further south, British and French forces in answer to the Belgian appeal for support, had crossed the
Franco Belgian frontier at 7 a.m. on May 10th in high fettle. The future seemed bright with hope.

The Low Countries, honeycombed with tank-traps and land-mines, might form an insuperable
obstacle to the blitzkrieg. We had gamed rich Allies in Holland and Belgium, and our bombers might at
any moment smash some vital link in the enemy line of communications. Gentian tactics were all very
well in the open plains of Poland, but could they operate against our combined air forces, and in densely
populated areas ;

If the Belgians could hold their line for a fortnight, or throe weeks, the Germans might become
involved in a disaster comparable to that of the Marne. Might . . . So many said, and some believed.

But at that very hour- 7 a.m. on May 10th--an enemy armoured division was crossing the Albert
Canal by a bridge which had been left intact, owing to the death by bombing of the Belgian officer detailed
to blow it up.

Later, this bridge was the seene of one of the most gallant exploits of the campaign, when five
volunteers from an R.A.P. dive-bomber souadron went out to attack it. None of them returned, but the

Relrion truo)s ol ol leacline out of Lewvaine, where some, of the besaviest behting and botsbing 1o 1l air fook plaie.



A vew o Anesleethiue, tae colierebad veontoe af the Xellerfands,

) AnEwery s et b ocoitre aml ookt seger of Beloinne
slewwing Prinee Heuledds iy and ehe S holas Ctuere |1, ! ! a

whiell sbuls ot e seditowest el ol e Alleert Coenai,

Tl Thee, seat ol the Setlerhenls e, was o ul Ll Tomvaes, =leewin: e Pupveraiy Faboars . e of 15w e
vhiel abgecinees of 2 piviehioe Nag toreess oo Uee et i L Pl tomne Tostnlaad e tbee N A Fuaeer, Loavain was
staten ol Wl 14, devaabated e Gren Wy,

- nif thic Bpst
wEl tavimion ol

Teriienibon, Thollad's wrean ot showing e Willems Hridge Iriseas, st ed b Jelgion Governneenn, wys
Gaken by the Gerwis, wha Lawbed frons Eomier aitende on vities 3 Helgabae to he buiobed following the N
the riveg. the cuuntry




in Helginn s aevn bere poshing oo the plamger s les blawing ap o partan briedoe da ot sttt bl npe e
aflwanee nl zernum motoriza] units swecping tironsh e vomte

A solddier of the BUE

Allies ot up in Belgium and Nerthern Franee to detay the advaneing Nazi forces—a demalished
Belgian bridge.

This ig one of the wany obstacles Watftbe



Liritish wrongs auuning an suti-tunk st ainded the ros of Lowvaii,
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bridge was destroyed. Meanwhile, however, enemy tanks and cyclists bad been pouring across the canal,
and bad reached Tongres and Waremme.

By May 11th. the great frontier fortress of Liege was already threatened on two sides. On May 12th,
streams of refugees were passing through Brussels, and the Sunday papers did not appear. The
Government prepared to evacuate to La Panne.

The B.E.F. took up a position east of Brussels. alone; tbe line of the J)yle river. As soon as they made
contact with the enemy it became apparent that the Belgians were retreating everywhere, except at
.Liege. and that Holland was collapsing at an even greater speed.

On May 14th 'when Holland, surrendered) German troops in northern Belgium held the Tonmvs-
W'aiennne line, and had pushed on to Aarschot, further north. To the south they had crossed the
Meuse at three places between Namur and Mezieres, ten miles inside the French frontier.

Three quarters of the city of Namur had been heavily damaged by aerial bombardment before it was
entered by ground troops. Tirleimont, Bicot and Aarscboi were in ruins, and Louvain badly hit.

The Germans entered Louvain on May 15th, but were driven out by the Royal Ulster Rifles. This
was the furthest east reached by any British contingent. Our troops held half the railway station, and
had settled down, sniping, machine-gunning and harassing the enemy with hand grenades, convinced
that they could hold out indefinitely. And so they might have but for events further south.

Communication between General Gamelin the French Commander-in Chief in Paris, (general Georges,
commanding the French Armies of the North-East, and General Billotte, commanding the French troo])s
in Belgium (fifteen infantry and three mechanised divisions') was poor, and still more inadequate was the
liaison between these officers and Lord Gort, the British Commander-in-Chief. Also, Gamelin and
Georges were always quarrelling.

The position of the Allied line in Belgium was precarious, not only owing to the extraordinary and
terrible events at Sedan (described in the next chapter) but also because the Belgian forces in the north'
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were giving way. A counterattack was launched between Namur and the Albert Canal, hut in view of
the German advances in the north and south it had no chance of success.

The order lor the withdrawal of the B.E.F. to a line west of .Brussels was given on the evening of
May 15th, hut was apparently not received until the afternoon of May 16th. Our forces fell back in good
order to a line which ran approximately north and south from Antwerp, along the Scheldt, and Dendre
rivers. The Germans entered Brussels and Malinesou May 17th.

We stood firm 111 our new position, in the centre of the Allied line, hut the Belgians to the north and
the Trench to the south were compelled to give way, They were harassed in the rear by light
mechanised units which had broken through and were disorganising communications. Parachutists
were also at their deadly work, though they were not used as frequently in Belgium as they were in
Holland.

The capitulation of Holland had released other German forces which threatened Antwerp from the
north and west. On May 18th this great fort was evacuated.

"We must not allow ourselws to be intimidated,"” Mr. Churchill said in a broadeast to the Empire on
May 19th, "by the presence of these armoured vehicles in unexpected places behind our lines. If they
are behind our front, the French are also in many places fighting actively behind theirs. .Both, sides are
therefore in an extremely dangerous position. It would be foolish, however, to disguise the gravity of
the hour. It would be still mote foolish to lose heart and coinage or to suppose that well-trained, well-
equipped armies numbering three to four millions of men could be overcome within the space of a few
weeks or even months by a scoop or raid ol mechanised vehicles, however 'formidable.”

That day, the Trench had announced that German tanks were at St. Quentin, 75 miles west of Sedan.

How was General Weygand to save the situation, now that the fortifications along the Franco
Belgian frontier had been taken in rear ? The only chance was to attack on both sides of the "bulge."
which extended, on May 20th. right across Trance, as far as the outskirts of Abbeville. Its narrowest
part was between Peronne and Arras, a distance of some 30 miles, and it was hoped that this gap could be
closed.

Had this operation been suceessful some live German armoured divisions would have been cut off
from their lines of supply, and what had begun for them as a brilliant victory would have turned to dire
defeat.



The swugnitivent defenee of the Citndel of Calnis by oo small allied garrison drew off powerful German foroes which woull nthurwise have been
avidiable to attack the fank of the BET.
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On May 201h General Siv Zdnnmd Tromside (then Chief of the Timperial General Stadf) arrived a1 British
General Headquarters for s conference with Lord Gortand General Billotte, The .11, liad then seven
divisions fucing the enemy, Tewas deeided that the twe British Jivisions in reserve [the sth and 301l
supported by the hight armonred velicles of the Freneh s Cavalry Corpsand other Treneh s, shoualild
attack Arras on the following day,

Oncthe mormting of Moy ezt however, the Frenelr woere not readv. Gort attacked, mone the less, with
the support of all the ks he conld obtain, i carvied Dis irst objective, Ui Cojenl River, sowth-east of
Arvas. Here be diseovered that the ks of the “ialge! were liekd by well eouipped infaniey that had
follenwed the armvaereed divisions, and that the Germans were wlrvady stroneiv entrenched,  The “halge
wils nut e sadicnt, as woe understood the ternn i the L=t war, butacsally poet, bristling with defences, from
whiel the enetn dssoed to carry Tavoe far aml wide o Frange,
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The B drove the Gernagis [rom Arvas with heavy loss, but conld notadvanee any further, The
g was not elrmed.

Wevgand urrived by adr to conler with Billotte on May zaud. e had canglit o ehill, whicl gave hima
U oeck, and he Jooked the tired man e was, By some ninstake, neither King Leopold nor Lord Gort
arrived at the conference, bat Billote met the British and Bueigian Commanders-in-Chiel soon afterwarids,
at Ypres, and outlined the new plan of attack,

Next day General Billotte wis kitled incee ear aceident. and Genersl Blanchard took over command of
the Aflied Armies in the north, This inevitably cansed further difiicultics in Haison between the three
principal conmanders,

From Doual and Valenciennes in the norty, o from Roye in the sontn (25 miles south-cust of
Amiens) a simultancous attieck wis 1o be lannehed on Mayv 20th. The objective for the two British and
three French divisions coming down from the nortl wis 10 be Marcoing, where the southern troops from
Roye were to join hands with them, But the attack was never nude, for on Moy 25th the Belgian troops
on the Scheldt had been driven back to their st defensible position on the River Lys, and were in
desperate strajts.  Gort decided to send his two reserve divisions 1o reinforee them.

It was a forlorn hope, and General Blanchard, deprived of Britssh support, made no move either.
Nor was any serious attack delivered from Rove,  The gap became a chasm,
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A happy scepe in a British buse hospital buhimd e Tives in France. The clieeciul atowespbere did nugch to restore 1eese soldiers to bealth,
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Between May 2s5th and 27th Kmg Leopold, sleepless and exhansted, was debating in his mind {and
taking counsel from verv few advisers) how best to sive his country, which was caught in the grip of
such a punic that 3,000,000 people had deft their Danes, te wander bopelessIv towards the soith and
wist,

When the Wevgand plin to close the gap hacd Libed, he knew that the sitnation of Belginom was
hopeless. AL 4 am on May 28th he ordered his troops to ceuse fire, wnd sent an envoy to the Germans
announcing the surrender of his conntry,

Many reasons have been advanced to accoimt for ihe King's action,  Sume of his friends declare that
e bl heen warned by the Germnans that Brussels and Antwerp would be razed to the ground by German
bombers ;. others, 1hat hie couldd no lunger bear 1o see the helpless streams of refugees being bombed and
machine-gunned on the s, Fven his enemies have never doubted Lis persenal courage.

He has been blamed lor not taking the advice of his Ministers, who urged him (o leave Belgionm with
the Govermment, and continne (he strogele alrosd, He refused, saving that the place of a King is
with Lis saldiers in the field, ammd with his people in the our of thelr adversity, Let us not censwre him
ton hastily, It s tene that he had appeaded for our help, bt it is also incontestable that that help
{thromgl no fanlt of the B0 had net been eflective,

The King's decision, owever, placed the BUEF ingrave peril, for Lord Gort was suddenty campelled—
when limsel desperately hard pressedd - to take over a new line of thirty miles, from his northern flank
1o the North Sei, where the Gernnans would ave certaindy broken through i they had been nnopposed.
Had vur northern flimk been tomned we should Tave lost our swhade arny,

Hollund had gone, now Belgiuni, - Nearlv a nillion fighting men had lid down their arms, Flundreds
of Belgiun officers and men, however, refused 1o surrender,  Some wade their way into Trance, others
fonghit through the enenmy to poin the British at Dunkirk.

wd-te-hand Relting in Franee, A Nagzi pare] oesisting o fivree British attack, The soldier in
usiug an atilenuabic pun whibe the ciber e throw grenades,

This drawing by & Geripiul war ariist depicts
the centn:
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A Belgian railway station which was vomnpletely destroyed by Froach soldiers as they suade their witlulrawal during the conlinued advance of
Nazi troops iuto Belgivtm,  The railway lines were Llocked with debris,
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“Clest de nos soldals gue nous pensons,” cried M. Reyvnand i a bitter broadeast from Paris, announcing
the Belgian surrender on the morning of May 28tk In Tondon, Mr, Churehilt wirned the House of
Commons to prepare for “Tard and heavy tidings,” adihough he added hat our troops were in cood heart,
and fighting with the utmost discipline and tenacity.

“Then was seen,” as Napier wrote in $he Pentnsular War, “with what stremgth and nadesty the
Britisli soldicr fights : nothing could shake that invineible mfaniee,”

These words are as truw to-day as when they were written. Our men were tricd as no men were ever
not at Corunng, Kandahar, or Mons- and showed themselves more tian worthy of their

tried before
ancestors,
For neatly thyee weeks (hey had Deen on the move, humbed and shelled continuously, fighting rear-
guand actions, and sufiering fron dack of steep. The worst of their ovdeal wiss yel to come. but hefore we
survey the seene at Dunkirk we st refurn 1o the events in Trance which fed up to that testing mement

in our history.

L i

Truming & vital stage af the Gesoae advimes an the sooone, s Beitsh infantey regiment was cot ofl. Thes conoeaiisderresd forries sl were alile
Lo birass e ey b aaking woesgracted aesielbs o virions peaa s of e Jie,
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DUNKIRK AND Tilll FALL OF FRANCE.

A brief ehronology will co-ordinite the evenis in the Low Conntries withe those in France.

On Moy 1gth, when the Dtel Commuanderam-Chicl issaned the ovder (o cease tiee, the Germans hadd
reiache The Mewse, from Namur in Belgium oo Sedan in Teiee.

Goeneral Corap's oth Army, with headepuarters at =edian, appeanrs to e beens completely surprised
D the appearatice of German Gotks Trom the Ardennes, Even soo it is aomvstery why the bridges over
thes Mense woere not destroved, and why the comstderable delences of this zome were unabie to resist.

Crie ol §hae enamey orjeetives ol Seernna boaalen phies donving e Do veosurd et of e HCELED wene U retites wi conunnnivation of
The Allies, &b toseen the sEalivae ainl cbnehs al 40stemd oo nee afger oomid,

This Army was the pivid on whicl the Frencl defenees twned, Tinking tle Maginot Line troops with the
Allied Torces which had marched north to Belginm,

Five Germuan aomuoured divisions 1 oared through the gap, followed by fifty divisions of infimtry. This
wits the main Goerman sttack, the blow to the heart.

Transport for these troops, if assembled on o single road, would have stretehed as far as from London
to the Faroe Islands, or to Florence. 1 followed parallel roads, of course, as far as possible, nevertheless
the lumdling of these immense eohimms—and in particalar the fuel supply of the armoured divisions—
must he recorded as a brillian feat of organisation on the parvt of the Germans,

At first, militaery spokesmen 0 Puris and Londeon declared that the Maginot Line ran well to the west
of Sedan although the maps avadlable to civilinns showed the contrary) and that the Germans had not
crossed the Meuse,  Bul presently it wus obvious that there wus o break-through, 1t was called a
“Lulge,’ und the public comforted itself with the thought that the Germans were in o dangerous pasition.
When, however, u lew days luter, the Prench announced that the hattle from Namur to Sedan had
“assumed the character of open warfure " it began to seem possible that this wus a cuphemism for “fuu
retreat.”  However, Marshal Iétain, recalled from Spain, would restore matters, together with General



1 thet 'l}tlt-l'.t-rl;k’n:-ti o 1 f . h - B : ; dad it o Ll nagod e
IIU:LIJbP .

points w
o iy uf our .<1|I‘|nt near il




BRITAIN AT WAR : THE ARMY
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Weygand, recalled from Africa. On these veterans -whose combined ages were over 150 years-—rested
the responsibility for stemming the German advance, and saving the twenty-live Allied divisions in
Belgium, who were in hoully-increasing danger of being cut off from their bases.

On "May 15th the Germans continued to drive a wedge between the northern armies and those pinned
to the Maginot Line. General Gamelin might still conceivably have saved France, by withdrawing the
Allied Forces from Belgium, southwards, towards Amiens. Whether the twenty divisions of the Belgium
army would have consented to follow the Anglo-Frenoh is doubtful. However, the derision was not taken.
The speed of the German advance induced a kind of paralysis in the French High Command. A traveller
who had occasion to visit an important French General found him sobbing; over his maps, incapable of
any decision. By the time General Weygand arrived, on May 19th, the enemy was sweeping over the
country like a flood- tide.

On May 16th. the breach in the French front was 70 miles wide. Mr. Churchill flew to Paris. The
B.E.F, in Belgium was fighting as far east as Louvain.

On the 17th. General Gamelin issued an order to his troops "to conquer or to die," but the German
General Staff reported advances on all parts of the line. The BEF. retired west of Brussels.

On the 18th, German armoured divisions had reached Guise and Landrecies, Antwerp was
abandoned by the Belgians.

On the 19th (when General Gamelin was replaced by General Weygand) the Germans had already

A British naval communiyué stated that zze British waval vessels and ot atbur British crait took part in the evaguation of Dunkirle as wefl as
large numbers of French nuval ad merchan) shipz.  Farl of thi greot aruuda is seen alove,
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crossed the Oise River between "Manbetide and La Fere, and captured St. Quentin and Le Cateau. Lncmy
tanks reached the banks of the Aisne at Rethel, thereby securing their left flank : and were also operating
north of Laon. In Belgium, the B.E.F. were holding the line of the Scheldt with seven infantry divisions.
In London. plans were already being made for the possible evacuation of our troops through Dunkirk,
Calais and .Boulogne.

On the 20th, the enemy crossed the Aisne at Rethel, and occupied Amiens, and pan of Arras. In
the north it was decided to attack Arras with two reserve divisions of the B.E.F., the French co-operating'.

On the 21st. the Germans reported that Arras and Abbeville were taken. Beyond Laon their trcops
had advanced to the Chemin des Dames ; so that they were threatening both the Channel ports and Paris.
In Belgium, Lord Fort launched his attack on Alias, unsupported by the French.

In Paris, M. Reynaud told the Senate that the French classic conception of war had encountered a new

and better idea. It was the plain truth. The Allies were still thinking of lines of defence. The Germans
were thinking of how to reach and ravage the heart of France.

In war theobjectsis to shoot the enemy. The Germans were doing that. The Allies would have liked
to strangle Germany, but could not contain her. It might conceivably have been better, from an abstract
strategical point of view, for Great Britain to have confined herself to a naval and air blockade, without
dissipating her strength by raising a continental army. But. as has been explained, such a policy
would not have been supported, because it would not have been understood, by the people of France
or Britain. We had made our bed in a morass of guarantees.

On the 22nd. the Germans occipied Montreuil and St. Pol. " If we hold out for a month," "M. Reynaud
declared, "we shall have covered three- quarters of the road to victory." This statement may be compared
with the announcement in London that "as at present advised no interruption in racing nc\t week is
anticipated." In Belgium, the British took Arras after heavy fighting, but had to evacuate next day,
as they were unsupported and in danger of encirclement. Again Mr. Churchill llew to Paris.

On the night of the 23rd, Boulogne fell, and the enemy were advancing on Calais. Dunkirk was
heavily bombed. Of the three ports feeding our army only one was available, in a battered state. In
Belgium, Generals Weygand and Billotte were conferring fruitlessly on how to close the gap between the
northern and southern armies.
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On the 241l strong enemy wrmoured units surrounded Calais, and pushed on in un attempt to cross
the Aire Canal. Had they suceeeded, thiey wonld have cut off the retreating BET. from Dunicrk.

On the 251, it was announced in Paris that fifteen French generals had been eelioved of their com-
mands,  The collapse of Belginm was beginnimig,  The enemy broke through the line of the Scheldt, as
lar as the Lyvs Kiver.

Sunday, May z0th, was observed throughoet the British Einpire us a speciad duy of praver und
irtercession. It marked the beginning of the Dunkirk evacuation : “the greatest thing this nation has
ever done. "t

As IHnbe were Luesting iond Sl nweetnoe-gon Tdlets were Tattitg on U TeacTe at Tnghivk, (e adlied dpps touk wloe cover they coedsl Bed
o e wnpretected sands, e trongs ame seen heoe dunog a bombardioent .

I swelve days all Northorn Vranee had been conguered. The whole Allied plan of campaign had done
more than go wrong. It had ceased to exist.  There wis no plan, only & catastrophe,

Defeatism existed among all classes in Frimee. Too niuy mayors, station-masters and other smaller
fry in the administration left their posts in a hurry when they saw disaster in the offing. The river of
refugees from Belgimn was canmlative inits effeets 1 as it passed into Fratcee i gathered in volome and
virulence.  All sorts of rumonrs were abroad.  As carly as May 16th M. Revoaud found it necessary 1o
declare that i1 was untrue that the Germans were at Rhieins and Meaux, and that the Governmeni had no
intention of leaving Paris.

In fact, the Germans were on their way (o Rheims, and certain mieinbers of the French Governpent
were already contemplating the move to Tours,

 The Niwe Days Wonder, Uy Joha Maselield, lleinemann, 1941,
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To combat defeatism, the French censorship was fatuously determined that nothing but good news
should be published. Objectivity was not permitted to war correspondents and military writers;
nothing but praise and lair promises saw the light of day.

The effect on a public opinion which was accustomed to think for itself was deplorable. Prior to the
war. the French Press, for all its fault. had been extremely well-informed. Overnight, with the orders
for general mobilisation, free opinions could no longer be expressed in print. The change was too drastic
to be healthy ; but maybe the battle for France was lost before it began, and the large gaps in the news-
papers were merely a symptom of the blank spaces in the minds of its governors.

MM. Daladier and Reynaud were neither of them supermen but they tried to serve France according
to their lights. It is a melancholy task to look back on the panegyries about them published in this

country and compare them with the miserable

Ry A stories of feminine wire pulling and financial

L intrigue that are now told by their compatriots.

The French Republic was hopelessly corrupt.

Marshal Petain came too late. So did General

Wevgand, who had the ability and the prestige to
save his country, but not the time.

Our faults in dealing with the French were
many. We should have realised, far sooner than
we did, that they had mobilised the whole of their
man power, while we had conscripted only a
fraction of ours. Of course there were reasons.
There are always good reasons for losing battles.

When all is said, however. the chief cause of
our defeat was that the Allied Staff were wedded
to a wrong theory of war. Since modern weapons
had not been tested in a large-scale. modern war,
it was permissible, but erroneous, to suppose that
twice two hundred tanks made four hundred.
Four hundred tanks—a division was at least, ten
times as effective as half a division. To get re-
sults it was necessary to employ tanks in mass.

Similarly with regard to the combined power
of tatiks and aeroplanes. They did not merely add
to each other's effectiveness, but multiplied it.!
The value of one hundred tanks and one hundred
aeroplanes, working together, was not two hundred
units of fighting power, but about ten thousand.

The strong German forces which, surrounded
Palais on May 24th had orders to take the city and
Troupes al thy l"ﬁ:\lj; l!..z;\IIJJI‘;I;J;,I"|IJr'.I(.ii:{ilJi._»i(II:-:.i:-:[I;-:\]"ir-.r_l'ipr At Lunkark then move with all possible speed to Dunkirk.

Put Palais held out, thereby enabling Dunkirk to

be defended.

The garrison of Palais consisted of a battalion of the King's 'Royal Rifle Corps, a battalion of Queen.
Victoria's Pities, a thousand French soldiers, and a battalion of the Royal Armoured Corps : some 4,000
men all told.

Fierce lighting occurred oil the outskirts of the city during the afternoon of May 24th, against the
400 tanks of an armoured division. In spite of the odds against it the British and French garrison held
its ground until nightfall, when it retired to an inner line. Next day the enemy again advanced
to the attack, reinforced by another armoured division, as well as by artillery and infantry.

An overwhelming force was now opposed to the defenders of Calais. Eight hundred tanks attacked
them, and a greatly superior force of infantry. They were short of munitions, food, water, and

! Major-General J. F. C. Fuller in an article in The Evening Standard of May 25th, 1940.
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the Rifle Brigade had not been able to land three-quarters of its vehicles and equipment, owing to
German bombing. That: night terrific shell fire set the town alight and reduced it to a shambles ;
but the garrison fought on, amidst flame and smoke and the panic-stricken inhabitants.

Not until 'May 27th did Calais surrender, by which time, the dykes at Gravelines had been
flooded, holding the enemy off so that the evacuation from Dunkirk was possible. In Mr. Churchill's
words, this glorious defence had "added another page to the- glories of the Light Divisions."

A bare statement of the German advance through France gives little idea of the fighting,
which was so confused that the only pictures of it that correspond to reality are those painted by
the rank and file. These were "soldiers' battles." Generals often lost touch with their commands
and sometimes lost themselves. For instance, on May 19th General Girand flew to the Headquarters

Tl stakies of e Bagg, pavirng of Dogediivl, isosecie Baere in the cvaere of the S ancogueled By abee o ol Lieidelines Bumled Ly the Naeds in
theer etaeintel Dooprcvent e bisowic withdrowdd of e Alhed Foeoes,

of the 9th Army to replace General Corap : he arrived at his command only to find that it wasin
the hands of the Genmans, and was immediately made a prisoner.

"Our men's ordeals," wrote Mr. J. L. Hodson, who had been in the thick of the melee, "are greater
than those which we, who soldiered in the last war, knew. The weight against us is greater ; the bombing
tenfold. You meet men who haven't smoked lot live days ; others who haven't slept [or three or lour
nights.

"Our men have undertaken military tasks possibly more varied, more valiant, more desperate than
any serving soldier remembers, and have such tales to tell as have seldom been equalled in our annals.
It is possible the adequate story will never be told- -not the half of it."!

Many of this valiant host, when they eventually returned to England, had no idea of where they had
been during those nightmare days of dive- bombing, and, long night-marches, along roads packed with
bewildered people, themselves going they knew not where.

Hand-todiand lighting was a rarity. "Looking back through all those twenty-one days." said a

! Gentlemen of Dunkirk, dy J. L. Hudson. Cherry Tree Books, 1940.



162 BRITAIN AT WAK: THLE ARMY

sergeant in a Territorial battalion'—*the queer thing is that not once did ny company Liave a real go at
Jerry.  That's ull T want now.”

Tor the infaniry soldier, the Tlanders fighting began with a long train journey, followed by o long wait
in some Belgian village or farmbouse, where lie and bis feliows entrenchied themschves,  With morning
light cume shells and bombs,  The enemiy had an enormous superiority in every kind of weiLon,
especially, of covrse, in acroplanes. The RAF, performed prodigies of valour, but there was a limif (o
what flesh and tood conld stand. One of our pilots, after seven fights, left his acraplane only to stumble
10 the ground ip a stupor.  He slept round the elock belore regaining consciousness.

Millions of people were running away,  Flanders was full of Iost beasts.  Only the cats remained,
home-loving and aloof from human guarrels.

“The French were evacuating like madmen, Tt was dreadful to see how callonsly 1hey were
abandoning their hones, and even their animals, Bvervwhere the pictnee was the same : unmilked
cows, song birds dead i their cages, rabbits starting in their hutehes, dogs and cats shur in
back rooms. The Tnghish soldier is a sentimental cveature. At every village it came to, the motley
brigade fell out, and didn’t fll in again until it Jad ser free all the animals it conld lay 1ty hands
on, e

Thatis & true account of whirt was apipening in Flanders, but we must resmember that the Freneh and
Belgian armjes fought magnificent ]y on many oecasions,

When there was any gaidance, civilions wind soldiers stood their growne = but Tack of it naturadly Jed
to panic. Year is infections, and 1he majority of the unfortunate people whe fled from the advancing
Germans were the victims of Fiflth Colnnm rumonrs, aud of Juck of vesolution on the part of the civil
administration.  They made the task of our army admost impossible, and the burden of Tesponsibility
which resied on Lerd Gort during these davs at the end of May was heavy indesd.  No counter-siroke
could defeat the enemy now. We could not fight onr way back to the Frencl, but there was jnst a hope—
no mote—of reaching the sca.

VA Fiest War, by Captain Sie Basil Bardetn, T3 Chatlo and Winedps, Tepyo.
= Fhefr Finest Howr, edited be Allun AL Michic and Walter Grabiner, Grenrge AHen and Unwin, 1940

Merchaat ships on five iu Duokirk Harloue afier anintensise Geeaan aictid, Tl jette, alowg wbicl thousasds of ablned teucges walked tu waitiug
sliips, was d.‘i[]l-‘{;,'.('r.l, Tsul it wips stiEl ol




Brwtislo oal Freneh troops warehivg theongh o steeel i Penkick, Beatered witly dbebris s sormogneled T Tirewdigs Tatildienss, ouring o Teld in the
Gornem air bombandment of the town, A Do Joeey cing e seean o Che righit,

Laking pauet in el epie evacuwation. Despite heavy atbacks by the eeay oo lund and
*owere withdrawn from Planders against tremendous odds,

Fires cuping in Dunhivk . s fronn alesirel o adestrve
air, fowr-Liths of the 115
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On May 28th (when Belgium surrendered) the Germans had captured Douai and were threatening
Lille. Worse still, they were at Hazebroiiek, within an ace of cutting us off from our last port. The
B.E.F. retired on Nieuport, luunes and "Dunkirk. The floodgate- of the Yser river south-west of Dunkirk
were opened, allowing its waters to flood the area from Gravelines to St. Omer.

In the House of Commons Mr. Churchill told members that "the situation of the British and Crenel)
armies, now engaged in a most severe battle, and beset on three sides, is evidently extremeK grave.
The House should prepare itself for hard and heavy tidings." The Prime Minister afterwards admitted
that he did not expect more than 30,000 of our troops to be evacuated.

Next day (May 29th) the Germans captured Ostend, and their vanguard reached Dixmude. Lille fell
altera gallant defence, and with it the richest industrial district in Trance, the most valuable coalfields
and tons of thousands of prisoners.

It was certainly a bewildered but a far from beaten army that assembled on the dunes of Dunkirk. It
had marched forward to the attack, then back to the sea, often without seeing a human enemy,
though continually harassed by his machines, it did not know what was happening. It was light-

ing in the midst of panic- stricken people, and was being attacked by the enemy from eyery direction,
It was short of sleep, food, ammunition, sometimes even water. Yet some battalions did not lose a
single straggler. All were in good discipline and good heart.

Only by bitter lighting was a space kept clear to allow the evacuation to proceed. Gun ammuni-
tion was running out, lor there had been only 160 rounds per gun in Northern dance on May 10th.
(The remainder of the reserves were south of the Soimne, as also, most fortunately a British armoured
division.) Dunkirk had suffered cruelly from bombing. The water supply had been blown up
on the 26th, and soon the wells became brackish owing to the flooding of the water-lines, so that no
one had enough to drink. The plight of the wounded was serious.

A British destroyer packe:l 1o capacity with wwa e BLEF. wlie bive Deet broucht sadelyv tnoa Beitish port tronn the beaches areuned Dunkivk.
G Landing, tus troops quickdy catrained ot varions Luses.



Gratitude tu e Roval Novy for the great et ther Plavid dn the danusos w
tunusands ot the swen who weps ruighn safelw Boar,

ihdrawitl of sl troogs fromn Dnkirk haa tisen expressed by
Desteovers o seelt hove pocked with troops o 4lte arrival ot @ British port.
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Ir i these Ly pes

Bererr- Tonnebees ) sl savaeke, sl pleienre crdl ol cooseal freieheess takang aleemd e ] Do chirizie e evaenatim.
ad eradp char did suck Berois worls with Bieger =hips oo zettses 13w wen ous ol Drankirls,

Over the town hung a pall of smoke, and round it was a curtain of flame. Hour alter hour the
German bombers came tern twenty- ---fifty at a time- dropping screaming" bombs. Casualties were
surprisingly few, but the material damage was immense. Fortunately the bridge to the harbour
remained intact, as did one pier, from which our men were steadily embarked from the morning of
May 27th, until 11 .30 p.m. on June 2nd, when the Senior Naval Officer signalled that the B.E.F. had
been evacuated. More French troops were evacuated on June 3rd.

The single pier, was entirely inadequate to deal with the three hundred and fifty thousand men who
were waiting to get back to England. .British, French and Belgians waited patiently on the beaches,
outside the burning town, while the work of embarkation proceeded under constant shell lire and
bombing.

Ships thai could not be accommodated at the pier anchored off the beach. Men waded out to them,
waist-dee or neck-deep, or swam, if they could. Others were picked up by boats, of which there was at
first a shortage. "Many foundered. Had! the weather worsened, thousands would have perished, or fallen
into the hands of the Germans

Embarkation continued by night as well as day. During the hours of darkness Sir Basil Bartlett
describes the scene : "It was queer to be loading up strange soldiers into strange ships and handing
them over to strange sailors. Fveii the sergeants who worked with me were strange. We shared water-
bottles and biscuits and chocolate. And. we saved each other's lives. Bui we never saw each others'
faces."

On May 27th, five troopships took away nearly 4 ,000 men, and 2,000 were removed in ship's boats from
the beaches. It was a discouraging total, and a storm seemed to be coming up from the Atlantic.
Mercifully, however, the weather held, and the embarkation began to work more smoothly after the first
day, when line-of communication troops and non-combatants had been handled. When the turn of the
front-line soldiers came, the task of the sailors was eased.

On May 31st nearly 60,000 troops were brought to England, and on the following day nearly
62,000.

All the best qualities of our race were displayed at Dunkirk, but Mr. Churchill was wise to check the
tendency to consider it a victory. (No one but a nation of poets at heart would ever have made an
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A cbiubile- barreiled wew Riee i o destPover pranting skvwarts e troaps ol Shee I8 who bongho o cape ad gl preccteat reariin b etime-om
bistory, nuke e woy clong Ve poer at Dinukitk teocmlrk,

assumption so completely at variance with the facts)  We had beon driven ol of Europe, with the Toss
of all the stores und equipmont with the nocthern iy, Qur casualties were 3o, We had abandoned
a thousand pieces of artillery, and all our light tanks and armoured vehicles,  Aguinst our losses may be
put the glorions achievement of the KA, whoe brought down y7 cnemy Juachines during the
evacuadion, for 85 of ours.  Thelr most glorious day. brewth-taking when we consider the resalts of this
aertal Trofalgar—was May  Joth, when they shot down 70 of  the enciy for the doss of five
machines.

The operation would have been impossible without the endurance, inperturbabiliey: and powers of
improvisation of the men evacuated, the superh shonting of our pilots, who tool on odds of ten to one as a
matier of course, and the skill vl sell-sacrificing devetion of the Ny, the Merchant Marine, and the
anuiteur satlors who had volunteersd for o dungerous and nnknown task,

The heross of Dunkick are mostly hwnble and unkoown men, who sweated and shivered and bled
and died to Lielp their fellows, with no theught of sell, or expectation of reward.  Their fortitude and
inititive were superb,  Leadership there was, but the clrewstanees were such that unbess every man
Juek bad done his best, the survivors would have been few. Livery man Jack was a beve ;. and we brought
a tolal of 316,603 persons from those Dlood-stained beaches and that crazy pier.?

All this sacrifice, co-operation and dountless courage, unseen and unrecorded except in the visible
result, did not mitke a victory, but it was a trivmph of Christian virtues over the pagan doctrine of
{orce.

The worst that the Germans could have dene woukl have been to capture our army,. They did not
suceved, and Lhey were never even near 1o breaking our spirit.. We saw in that dark hour how the world
will e saved, and beanty born again out of the rain of the present. The living Leld that faith, and the
others went conlident to their rest.

“Went the day well oril) ¥
e dicd and never knew ;
But well or {1,

Fngland, we dicd for vou.™

- 1 Of this total, 180,587 belonged to the B E., and 123,095 to the French army, while 6,981 wounded were Lifted
i hespital ships.  Phe Niwe Days Wonder, by Joln Masefeld.  Heinemann, 1g41.
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Silors helptg Locsaere e wotiabed seddier o] e 15101 il oz ARt cadiersing aeoerade iR ol Dl e e e ey
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My, Churchill closed his historie statemeni 1o the Hease of Conmoons om June 4th, concerning the
“miracle of deliverance ot Dankirk” ) with words that wit] ting down oo history @ 1 have myvsel Tull
confidence that if ali du their duty, and if nothing is negleeted, and il the best arragements are made.
as they are being made, we sinll prove ourselves once agaim able to defend our istand home and ride
oud the storm of war, and outlive the menaee of tvranny, if neeessary for vears, if necessary ulome. v

I necessary aline.

These words stuck i men’s injnds, while their eves were turned to the map of France, where Tenton
and Gant faced cach other from the Atlantic to the Alps.

tGeneral Wevgand had had little time 1o organise his defences, which consisted of o series of
stromg points, extending far 1o e rear of the amposts, which Tollowed the lies of the Somme, Adlette
and Aisne 1ivers, from Albbeville to Andens, to Béronie, to Soissons, to Rethel, to Attigny, and (henee
northi-cast 1o Sedan, Terliaps Lie placed oo nuweh reliance on rivers (which proved mimor abstacles to
the Germun bridging trans), nevertheless it scemed reasonable i those earhy diys of June to believe
that we Ladd the men and weapons to bold the enemy m the Somme-Adsne zone,

The British had a small Lbut well-equapped foree in north-west Franee, At Dieppe, Le avee and
Rouen our supply bases were still imact,  An anpoured division wis hilloted belind the Somnee, and a
Highland division of fully motorised infantry was already in the fremt line near Abbeville.  And in the

Despite the tercibde omdeal Througl whish tleey il Jussed, thee Atvpicat parrv ud BOLEF weroees disetnlarkine, The ate ms lpe
B.E.F. herors are iu high spaeits after bmdine, Fradil is carTving o sword —his sl
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Champagne country some eight squadrons of the R.A.F. (a number sadly disproportionate to that of
the enemy, and to the needs of the Allied Armies) were still in close and active co-operation with
I" Armec de I' Air,

Our supply and repair bases stretched right across France, as did the Allied aerodromes. The French
had ample man-power and a considerable force of lighting yehicles, if they could gain time enough to
bring them to vital points. Moreover, the Allies possessed great stores of oil fuel, and behind them an
inexhaustible supply guaranteed by their Navies, whereas the Germans were then using up their stocks
(replenished, unfortunately, in the Low countries and northern France) at the rate of more than a million
tons a month.

True, the enemy held bridgeheads at Ahbeyille, Amiens, Peronne and Ham, which threatened the
French zone ; still, surprise was no longer a factor in favour of the Germans ; and there was good hope
that we could hold their air plus tank attacks.

Dive -bombers are not as deadly as they seem.

A They must hold a straight course to their objective

and therefore form an excellent target for a

machine gunner with nerve enough to stand his

ground. Again, the deck armour of eyen the

heaviest tanks is thin, so that, cannon-firing aero-

planes can destroy them whenever and wherever
they can be located.

"When the great battle opened there were many
who believed that the strength of Frenchmen
lighting for their fair land would prove irresistible.
Certainly the position was by no means hopeless.

General Weygand issued an order to the troops
on June 5th, calling on them to hold last with un-
shakeable resolution: "Cling to our soil, and look
only forward !"

"The greatest battle of all time," said Hitler
in a rival proclamation, "has been brought to a
victorious conclusion.  The greater part of the
British Kxpcditionarv Force has been annihilated,
taken prisoner, or forced to flee. Three French
armies have ceased to exist. Thus the danger of
an invasion of the Ruhr territory has been dc-
I'.nitely averted."

Flags were to be flown for three days from
. every house in the Reich, and church bells were

T e to be rung for eight days. "May their ringing,"
Goneral Lo Gort, G Vb wich el Sir i Dl i the Fuehrer concluded, "accompany the prayers
' ' which the German people will continue to otter for
their sons, because this morning the German divisions arid air units have been assigned new tasks."

Along the whole line the Germans "tapped." looking for weak places.

They found them all too soon, for already, on June 6th, the French communique spoke of "slight
withdrawals" and of enemy tanks that had penetrated their advance positions, without afleeting the
general situation. The Germans claimed, to have forced all the crossings of the Sonime on the first
day of the battle, and. to have penetrated as far as the Bresle river on June 6th.

"1 f Germany were to conquer”, said M. Revnaud in a broadcast from Paris: "It would be the Middle
Ages again, which would not be illuminated by the mercy of Christ. This dream of German hegemony
will be smashed against the French resistance. . . . We have but one thought—to save France."

Alas, these words were only too true. The Government thought of safety, rather than attack.
From a military point of view' the German advance does not diverge bom the tactics employed in
previous campaigns, except that it went forward at an accelerated tempo.



Agirl of Hns Mo lunsiead D onnspoet Teaining Corse bt selonmme gses af bea Qe deroes o e 3000 Fan thew retirn fraan the Balrheidds ot
Mol hern Franee avel Flaolers. Tl are sevn bere ggs Detore they lelt tor oo Avoe Dase,

A party of troops of the B, scen o their amival in Londeon from Flanders, Mr, Aothony Eden said an fune 2and 0 “We hove had great loswes
w eyquipment, but our nwen have gained punwasorabdy in exporience of warkare”



172 BRITAIN AT WAR : THE ARMY

There were two main thrusts. The first was directed towards the key city of Rouen, and thence to
the Trendi Atlantic ports, which would divide the British from the Trench armies, and prevent the two
nations from supporting each other. The second thrust, which developed later, was towards the key city
of Rheims, to mask the Alaginot Tine and surround Paris from the west.

Had the Trench defended their capital, an investing force would probably have been left in the
northern outskirts, and Paris would have been by-passed by the armoured divisions, who would have
seized 'Dijon on the cast and "Nantes on the west.

We have already examined the causes of the Trench collapse. Once broken, the Armv, whose courage
is unquestioned when well led, could not rally except in isolated sectors of the front where it was
encircled and swept away by armoured vehicles " every side. There were no reserves, or rather they

weiv all immobilised and sunk out o| sight in the Magmot Lin.-, victims of the idea that there can be
safety in passive defence.

It is a sad story, which must stand as a warning to future generations. who may be assailed again by
doctrines which so nearly brought us all to ruin.

"'Without counting his losses," ran the Trench communique of June 7th, "the enemy throws new
masses into the at tack along the whole front."

It was a day of gloom, both in Tondon and in Paris, for even | he most optimist ic began to feel ilial our
defences were being overrun with horrifying rapidity.

If we were driven back honi the Weygand zone, it was difficult to see how the capital could be
defended ; and south of Paris there was only the course of the Loire on which to reassemble. But if the
shorter defences could not be held, what hope was there for the longer line, especially as bv then half the
Maginot Linewould be taken in thereal ? On thisday (June ;th) the most violent eneim thrusts were at
Compiegne, where the Germans were said to have massed forty divisions and 2.000 tanks.

But there were more enemy tanks and. new enemy divisions everywhere. On June Nth the French
military spokesman in Paris announced a great German offensive between the Bresle and Oise, in which
half a million infantry and g,000 tanks were being employed. Our troops had not retreated, lie averred,
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but there had been withdrawals in conformity with the strategy plans of the High Command, to belter
poisitions. So we were retreat me. There was no  suggestion  of -attack.

On the 9th, the battle spread as far as the front of the Argonne, and a German armoured division
was in action at Rouen and Gisors, uncomfortably close to Paris. A Government spokesman declared
that one thousand tanks had been destroyed in recent actions, and that as to the capital 'we would rather
have the city razed to the ground than that it should fall into the hands of the Germans." Two days
later the Government left for the south.

General Weygand issued a new order to the troops, saving that the offensive had been launched along
the whole front, from the sea to Montmedy. "It will extend to-morrow as far as Switzerland . . . The
enemy has suffered considerable losses. He will soon be at the limit of his effort. We are a the last
quarter-of-an hour ! Hold on !"

T prerlert apder, calinly awaiting Wer inatrw tioues W eabark, e af the BFC U ool sith Qi eoguiganent ol Ue docks of Cherbonrse e sites
the metnrin o Fnelodd b the st Beitmb Dxpueditsnary Foroe o Franes.

In England, we were still planning to send troops to France. but on the Continent our soldiers were
already being compelled to tall back, in conformity with the Trench movements. A brigade marched to
he Havre, others were converging on Dieppe.

When Italy entered the war on June 10th. the Germans had already crossed the Seine in small bodies,
by means of smoke screens. They announced that "operations were taking their expected course, towards
the "Marne and in Champagne."

It was indeed le dernier quart d'heure and a mauvais quart d'heure at that.

The world looked anxiously to the late of Rheims : if that city were taken then there would be no
pivot of manoeuvre. The Huns were at the gate, but there was still a glimmer of hope . . . Given time

Even in these last days before the crash it seemed impossible that the magnificent armies of France
wh|ch had not been engaged should yield without striking a blow.

On the nth, the Germans crossed the Seine in force. To the northwest and north east of Paris their
patrols had reached to within 38 miles of the capital.

The B.E.E. in France was cut oil front the Trench forces on its right by an armoured division, which
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had pushed forward from Roven.  Anotler evacuation was necessary, and a brigade of the Highland
divisiom was safely embarked ut Le Hasvre.

The vther two brigades were not so {fortunate. 1t bad been aaranged to evacuate them from St
Valérv-en-Caux the Iollowing dayv, Iat when they reached the coast they found that the rown was in the
hands of the enemy, and they were compelled to surrender, We tost Tiere boow first-class soldivers,

U the 1210 Rhcims fell,

Now nothing bt a miraele could suve Trancesand theee was no Joan of Are. Buat the gold of France
was saved,  This day £250,000,000 wax transferred ta Brest, and embarked on a French eruiser, whicll
cirried it to Martiniguae,

A Churelull, Mr, Eden and General Sir John Dill returned from visiting M. Revnaud and General
Woeveand, A communioud staed that Ueomplete agreement had been reached as to the means fo be
tiken to mect the developroenis i the war sitwaiion.””  This seemed tinprobable. At any wate the
sittation moved so fast thie M, Charehill had to return to France 1he [ollowing day,

Now the eneny Iied penietrated as {ar as Senldis, 2o miles Brom Paris, where there was lighting described
by the military spokesman as “hitter™ 0 bt the St could not be disguised it the 1Pronel army was
almost evervwhere in foll retreat.

Could Brittany at least be saved 70 From Caen, the Orme river {orms o fadr defensive zone, which
miglt have been continmed through Chartres to Orléans.  ilud suel o defence been possible, we sluold
have saved the great Freneh mval arsenal at Brest, and the Channel 1slands, from wlielh we were soon
to Lo competled to withdraw,  But it was not to beo We hid not the men to defend Brittany, and the
French were by now so disrupted that they would not have been able to stand anywhere this side of the
Mediterranean.

North Alrica was the only bope, Muny discussions must have taken pluce between the leaders of (he
Armies, Navies and Alr Forees of the AlHes, as to the prospects of contineing the war from Moroceo ;
but they vielded no tangilble results,

“The Arnties are broken,”” General Wevgarch is =aid wo have announced to the War Cabinet assenliled
at Tonrs on the night of Jwte 12th, as o prefuce 1o his apprectition af the military situition,

Thesir Jorries samoaidhaged abd BeaviBe dnaced with stores, Lhe 11 carey out Woar orderls cvenataog, nikee again undler tee protection of the
Nowvy unsd Aar Foere, A scebe go the Qovkisithe 0t tbe port of Cherbourg.
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Troop movements of the next eight days—from June 13th to 20th show that the German progress
through France was practically nnintcrrnptcd. The scene shifts from the zone of the operations- in
one of the most stricken field- in history, its skies blackened by bombers, and its roads packed deep with
frightened and hall-starved refugees to the council chambers and staff-rooms where tragic decisions
were taken.

Paris was declared an open city on the 13th. On the same morning was published M. Keynaud's
appeal to the President of the United Males, made on June loth, in which he declared that his Government
would "fight before .Paris, fight behind Paris, shut ourselves up in one of our provinces, and. if they drive
us out go to North Africa, and if they drive us out there, go to our American possessions."

"1 beg you to declare publicly,” M. Keynaud continued, "that the Tinted States will give the Allies,
by every means, their moral and material support, without an expeditionary force. | real se the gravity
of such a gesture. Its wry gravity means that it should not come too late."

That afternoon Mr. Churchill arrived by aeroplane in Tours, accompanied by Lords Halifax and
Beaverbook. They were to discuss the sit nation with the French Cabinet, but apparently did not do so :
it was considered more expedient that they should confer privately with M. Reynaud and his "Minister
of the Interior, M. Mandcl.

Exactly what passed at this momentous meeting has never been published, but M. Reynaud asked
Mr. Churchill to release France from her obligation not to negotiate for an armistice without British
permission. Mr. Churchill did not consent, but he suggested that M. Reynaud should make one more
appeal to the President of the 1'nited States, and that if the reply was not sufficiently favourable to
enable 'Prance to go on fighting, that they should have another meeting.

"Necessarily, these grave matters were not revealed in public. The British communique stated that
'we take this opportunity of proclaiming the indissoluble union of our two peoples and our two Umpires."

M. Revnaud's further appeal to the Cnited States was broadcast shortly before midnight. "Our race.”
he said, "does not allow itself to be beaten by invasion. It has seen so many of them in the course of the
centuries. Kut it has always repulsed and dominated the invader. All that the courage and the
sufferings of France the world must know. All free men must pay their debt to her. The hour has
come. The French army is the advance guard of civilization, and has sacrificed itself. In losing this



The third evacuation of the British Atmy, from the area south of the Sotnroe, was carried out with proper discipline, like those from Norway and Dunkirk,
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battle it has inflicted terrible blows on the common
enemy. Wounded France has the right now to
turn to the democracies and say in them : 'l have
claims on you !

"But it is one thing approve, and another to
act. We know what place the ideal holds amongst
Use American people. | address a new and final

appeal to the President of the United States ... It
is a, question in-day of the future of "France, of the

very life of France . . Clouds of aeroplanes must

assist us. Forces must come from the other side
of the Atlantic and crush the evil forces which
dominate Europe. We have the right In hope that

the day is approaching when we shall receive that

help

American citizens were impressed, but a little
uneasy a bout the "clouds of aeroplanes” and the
"forces from the other side of the Atlantic." As

to the debt that all free men must pav to Trance,
there was also a debt that Trance had freely in-
curred from the United States, during the last
(meat War.

On the same day. the Hearst Press published
an interview given by Hitler to Mr. Karl von
Wegand. The German leader denied emphatically
that he had any intention of interfering with the
Western Hemisphere, or even of smashing the
British Empire ; he wanted only to destroy those

Austrian troops, during the occupation of Paris. manching past
the famous Arc de Triomphe.

\\<

THE ARMY

The ad vear olel dlastad Petann, Troaicasting Dis peieonss
for Lhe Freneh armgstise,

who were destroying that Empire. He intended,
however, to take batk the German colonies, to rid
the world of "the British capitalist clique." and to
end British supremacy at sea.

As for his aims, he declared that they were peace
and nothing else. It could not be leached by
treaties alnne, he admitted, "but must come by the
dawning of reason among the nations."

Meanwhile the tanks went forward.

German troops entered Paris on the early
morning of June 14th by the Aubervilliers Gate,
and Hitler ordered church bells to be rung for a
quarter of an hour througtout Germany. Trench
soldiers had packed up and escaped as best they
could, but the metropolitan police remained to
keep older. There were no "incidents" in Paris,
and the enemy is said to have behaved with
decorum towards the citizens, German cavalry
trotted down the Champs-Elysees, and soon large
Swastika flags were fiying from the Arc de Trinmphe
and from the Eiffel Tower.

In western France Le Havre was occupied, and

armoured divisions were reported to be on their
way to Cherbourg. St. Malo and Brest.
Verdun fell on the 15th. The Rhine was

crossed between Strasbourg and Basle, and the

Maginot Line breached in several places.
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Tours was too congested to hodd the Freneh Government (it had also Leen heaviby bombed) so it was
transferred to Bordeaux,  Un this day (the 15th) it mecin the Prdfiefinre in that city, and was attended
by President Lebrun, and the Conmanders of the Freneh Navy anl Al Toree, Admiral Darlan and General
Vuillemin,  There was still no ansswer Irom President Rovsevebt to M, Revnaud's last appeal.

The reply arrived next day, the 10th, The Cabinet metl three times, to cunsider it in the light of a
general situation.  Meanwhile ihe Germans had reached Dijon,

I am sending this reply to vour message,'” Mr. Rocsevelt wrote, “which, T o sure v will realise, has
received the ment carnest as well as the fricidliest stidy on -ur part. First, Jet me reiterate the ever-
increasing admiration with which the American people and their Government ure viewing the spiendid courage
with which the French Armies are resisting the invader, 1 alsu wish 1o renterate in most emphatic terms that,
making every effort nrder present conditihons, the US Government has made It possilde for the Allied armies
to olain during the past weeks acroplanes, artiflery, and nnntitions of miy kinds, and Uit this Government,
sevlomgd as the Adlies continue 1o resist, will redonble its efforts in this direction. [ believe i is possible to SHY
that every passing weelo will see adelitional waterial ew oute to the Allies."

Ater recalling the Governments' policy of not recognising the results of territorial conguests by
mibitary aggression, Me. Rovsevelt stated that the United States would not consider as valid any attempts
to indfringe by Jorce the independence and territorfal jotegrity of Prance,  He aiso said that 1 can
further assure you that so lng as the Freneh people continue in the defence of their liberty, which
canstitutes the cause of popular institutions thronghout the world, so long will (hey rest assured that
nwderial supphies will be sent to them from the United States in ever-inereasing quantitics and kinds.™

DBt was there the fanttest suspicton of 4 sting in the tail of this message, as if to remind M, Reynand
that after all it wus not the United States but the French and British whio declared war in September,
Taga? : Lknow vor will understand.” he wrote, “that these statetients carry no implication of military
commitments,  Only Congress can make such connnitments.”

While the French Cabinet were considering the American President's reply, an extremely important,
and to some Lnglishmen, a startling suggestion was submitted to them by the British Ambassador, on
the authargty of the British Govermment. Tt was nothing less than a Draft Declaration of Union, which
would Tirve buund France and Great Britiin into a single vnit which neither partner could revoke.

Resisting fiercely, British and French troop- retired to the coast, leaving nothing but burning ruins in their retreat, A e at Brest as it was
left by Allied troops, the great French port a shambles.
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"At thismost fateful moment in the history of the modern world," ran the proposed Draft, "the Government
of the Tinted Kingdom and the Trench Republic make this declaration of indissoluble union and unyielding
resolution in their common defence of justice and freedom against subjection to a system which reduces mankind
to a life of robots and slaves.

"The two Governments declare that Trance and Great Britain shall no longer be two, but one Franco
British Union. The Constitution of the Union will provide for joint .organs of defence, foreign, financial, and
economic- policies. Every citizen of France will enjoy immediately citizenship of Great Britain. Every
.British subject will become a citizen of France.

"Both countries will share* responsibility for the repair of the devastation of war wherever it occurs in their
territories, and the resources of both shall be equally and as one applied to that purpose.

"During the war there shall be a single War Cabinet and all the forces of Britain and France, whether on
land, sea, or in the air, will be placed under its direction. It will govern from wherever it best can. The two
Parliaments will be formally associated.

"The nations of the British Empire are already forming new armies. Trance will keep her available forces
in the field. on the sea and in the air.

Limide Mussoling's armmenged teein doritg the Breneer Pigs condersee of Coevedaer sth, Frgleter pshamnes eircled overbead s the Axis portiers
photteed Doer thimer Dowoes The pietiere sbwaws Muassoling, THolee ool oo,

"The Uni.on appeals to the Uuited States to fortify the economic resources of the Allies and to bring her
powerful material aid to the common cause. The Union will concentrate its whole energy against the power of
the enemy, no matter where the battle may be, and thus we shall conquer."

There was an insuperable impediment, however, to this marriage of true minds ; for the majority of
the "French Cabinet (including probable President Nebrun, and certainly Marshal Petain and General
Weygand) were in favour of making peace as soon as possible. The proposal therefore fell on deaf ears,
or rather on cars that heard only the cries of the refugees, and the mutterings of Communist unrest.
France must be saved. The only sacred union was that of 'Frenchmen with the soil that bred them.

According to one Bordeaux rumour, the British proposal was rejected by a majority of fourteen To ten.
Others allege that M. Reynaud was in a minority of one in desiring to continue the war.

Mr. Churchill was actually on the way to Bordeaux, when he received the news of the decision, He
returned immediately to London.

The French Cabinet resigned after a third meeting, and Marshal Petain was asked to form a new
Ministrv. General Weygand was to be the Vice-President of the Council. That night he sent for Serior
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Lequerica, the Spanish Ambassador, and asked him to get into touch with the Chancellor and Fuehrer of
Germany, in order to "seek a, means of putting an end to hostilities."

Speaking later in the ! louse of Commons Mr. Churchill said that on June 16th he had received a
message horn M. Revnaud to say that the American response was not satisfactory, and requesting the
formal release of France from her obligations under theAnglo-French agreement. The British Cabinet was
immediately convened, and they sent a message to the effect that separate negotiations, whether for an
'‘armistice or peace. depended on an agreement made with the French Republic, and not with any particular
administration or statesman. They therefore involved the honour of France. However, in view of all
that the French had suffered and of the forces evidently working on them, and provided that the French
Fleet was despatched to British ports, and remained there while negotiations were conducted. His Majesty's
Government would give their consent to the French Government asking what terms of armistice would
be open to them.

]
1

Meurslial Petain, levo ol Verdun o the Last war awed Jeoder of bumidined o e te e preseut coadbict, oeets Hitler,  Field-Maeshol Keitel i in
Elees v endre sand Hibdseeteoe o ehe riehe.

After the fall of M. Reynaud, the French Government ignored the condition laid down by the British
Government regarding the French Fleet.

At 12.30 p.m. next day, June 17th. Marshal Retain broadcast the news of the French capitulation

"Frenchmen ! On the appeal of the President of the Republic, | have assumed to dav the direction
of the (lovermnent of France.

"1 am, in heart and thoughts, with our admirable army who, with every heroism and without
precedent, have continued a glorious military tradition against an enemy superior in numbers and in arms,
our army which has known, by its magnificent resistance, how to fulfil its dut\ towards our Allies.

"Certain of the help of the Ex-Service men whom | have the honour to command, and assured of the
confidence of the whole people, | give myself to France to help her in her hour of misfortune.

"in these painful hours 1 am thinking of our unfortunate refugees, and all their extreme distress. |
express to them my compassion and my solicitude.

"It iswith a heavy heart | say we must cease the lieyht. | have applied to our opponent to ask him if
lie is ready to sign with us, as between soldiers after the hejit, and in honour, a means to put an end to
hostilities.
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“Let all Frenchimen group themselves around the Government over which I preside during this painful
trial, and affirm once more their faitl in the destiny of our counery.”’

To give comtinuity to Marshal Pétain’s thoughts in this grave hour, we must read his subsequent
broadcast of Jung 2o0th, when he announced that e had appeinted plenipotentiaries to receive the
armistice conditions.

“T took this decision,”” e sald “witl ithe stout heart of a soldier, because the nmulitary sitnation
imposed it.

“We had hoped 1o resist on the Semme-Alsne Hne.  Geperal Wevgand had regrooped our forces, and
his name alone presaged victors, The line vielded, however, under the pressure of the enemy wd our
troops were forced to retreat.  From June 13th the request for an armistice was inevituble.  The blow
surprised you, and remembering 191418 you sought the reasons for it, 1 am going to give yvou them,

0N May 1, 1417, we still had 3,280 000 men under arms, in spite of three vears of murderous fighting.
On the eve of the present battle we had 500000 fewer,

“In May, 101%, we had 83 Brivish divisions © i May, 140, we only had 100 In 1938 we had with us
55 Halian divisions and 42 American divisions,  The inferiority of our material was even greater than that
of our effectives. Trench aviation has fought at odds of one to six

“NOL S0 SIPONY ds 2.2 vears agoe, we Lad also fewer friends, too few children, too few arms, too few allies.
There 15 the cause of our defeat. The French people do not deny the hlow. Al peoples have known ups
and downs. 1t 1s by the way thev react that they show themselsves to be weak or great.  We will Jearn
a lesson Iront the battle which has beew lost,

“Since victory, the spirit of pleasure has prevailed over the spirit of sacrifice.  People have demanded
more than they have given, they have wanted to spare themselves efiort.  To-day misfortunes come.
I was with vou i the giorions davs,  As head of tie Governnent I will remiain with vou in the dark dayvs,
Stand by me.  The fight still goes on. Tt s Jor France, the soil of her sons.”’

TFollowing Marshal Pétain’s first broacust, on June 1610, the new Minisler for Foreign Affairs, M.
Baudoin, broadeust a slatement that evening in which he declared, infer ofia —“Although the cnemy
has terribly diminished our resistunce he has not impatred our morale.  Forty million Frenchmen have
found themselves in the end facing ulmost alone So.ou00,000 Germans, to whom the Itahian nation have
now added themnselves,

in this radioed pdotuee General Keiwl, with Hitler on his righe, Tewdds the preainbbe o the artnistive terins, Attioilg lliers prreacit are Adauiral
d 3 ] & 1

Raeder, Field-Monsha] Goering, Goneral von Wreauchitsell and Herr Hess, with Geosra] Hootziger, Adonca] Lelue, Mo Leon Noel and Geoeral

Berperet representing the Fronch,
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The Vichy Governoeot, Frawee's puppet centoob asseobiled o ciseuss Hitler™s nueetings with SGrshal Bevain awed M, Laval, Tl aged Marshal
i meens thitel froon the efe, Lol is thivd Eroan the riche.

"We have, i s true, teceived marks of sympathy, We have had the assistunce of Great Britain, whose
fleet, united to onrs, has never lost the eastery of the scas, and whose troops and magnificent Air Force
have shared our battles.  We have also had the help of Poliund, Holland, and Belgium.  But modern war
cannot be nnprovised, and our friends have not been able to bring us the snpport necessary 1o the advance-
guard which the French Army represented.”

T wus true, that modern war cannot be improvised.

Tlhiere were 6,000,000 homeless people in France,  The ariues had been gplit up into four groups :
omdy the western and the Alpine sectors were resisting. Yet history may decide that the ¥French were
onlv beaten beeause their leaders gave up hope, A General in the British Army, writing  later to the
Press, asserted that the morale of the French Army remained high, and that he called, at 3 30 am. on
June zand at General Wevgand's headqguarters i Bordeanx, in the hope of speaking to him, 1 oniy
saw the back of the Commander-in-Chiel, " he wrote, s he sat, collapsed in despair, at his desk, his head
buried in Lis clasped arms. His Chief of Staff turned me away, telling me to "pat it in writing *."

This officer made his report, to the effect that the Germans were exhansted, that they were short of
Tuel, that their advanced units were hadlv led, and scarcely able to defend themselves, and that pursnit
columns could hurl the enemy back.  But the armistice hued adready heen granted,

General de Gaulle, speaking friom London, expressed what many patriotic Frenclunen were thinking

on the morrow of the tragedy,  "The Getnerals,” he said in his broadeast of June 18th, “who for many
vears have commanded the Trench Arnves have formed a Government. That Government, aileging that
our Armies luve been defeated, bas opened negotiations with the enemy o 0 We certainly bave been,

and stilliire, subnerged by the mechanical strength of the enemy, both on laud and in the air. - The fanks,
the aeroplanes, the tactics of the Germans, far more than their numbers, were responsibic for our
relivement.

"The tanks, the acroplines, e tacties of the Germans astounded our Generals to such an extent that
they have been brought to the pass they are in to-day,

“But has the Jast word been said s the defeat final ¥ No ' Believe ine, France js not lost.  She
can unjte with the British Empire, whicl holds the seas.  In spite of all our mistakes, all our deficiencies,
all our sufferings, there are in the universe suthicient means {0 enable us to crush oor enemies.”
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A trelpeudules mecB e was g T Generad de L le on b areival baeagreat assanblbee of peopde in Whitehall  The Geoeeal, deconaie|
T Vier=Anlnarad Misédier. i~ heee secn inspeeting @ e of hotoe.

He concluded by inviting all French officers and men then on British soil to get in touch with him.
"Whatever happens, the flame of French resistance must not and shall not be extinguished."
It was not extinguished overseas, but in Europe it flickered dimly. 'France had been brought to her

knees in less than a fortnight. It was natural that the Germans should rejoice. "We are not
revengeful,” wrote the Volkischer Beobchter, "but we have at last ceased to be good-natured German
blockheads, thanks to the gentlemen of the West, above all Winston Churchill, who declares that
England will fight on to victory. To victory ? Yes, but a German victory." "The old Europe,"”

declared a Merlin evening paper, "was the product of the blind and furious hate of a Richelieu and a
Clemenceau. The new Europe will be built by the love and faith of the Fuehrer.”

The plenipotentiaries of the Trench Government who went to Compiegne to receive the practical
expression of this love and faith were Genera! Huntziger. M. Noel, Admiral Leluc and General Bergeret.

the Germans could do could alter a line of it—that "here, on November nth, 1918, the criminal pride
of the German Government succumbed, having been vanquished by the free peoples it tried to enslave."

Hitler met the "French Mission in the Pullman dining-car in which Koch had given the Germans the
stern conditions of his armistice. General Keitel read out the new terms, of which the following were
the main clauses -

Trench troops which are surrounded, to lav down arms.

11K* zone of occupied France was defined. Germany agreed to reduce to a minimum the occupation
of the western coast after the cessation of hostilities with Great Mritain.

Demobilisation of Krench armed forces. which must not leave Krench soil. No Frenchman to serve
against Germany in the service of other Powers. No French merchant shipping to leave haibour except
with the authorisation of the German and Italian Governments. Aerodromes to be under German or
Italian control.

The Krench 'Meet, except that part left free to safeguard Krench interests in the Colonial Empire, to be
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collected in ports to be specified, and to be disarmed under derman or Italian control. The derman
Government solemnly declare that they have no intention of using for their own purposes during the war,
the French Fleet stationed in ports under German control.

All German prisoners of war to be released. All French prisoners of war to remain so until the
conclusion of peace.

Cessation of hostilities will occur six hours after the French Government have concluded an agreement
similar to the above with the Italian Government. This will he announced be wireless. The armistice
will remain in Juice until the conclusion of peace, but may he denounced at any moment if the French
Govermnent does not fulfil its obligations.

It is worthy of note that the Germans. like the Italians, expected Great Britain to ask for an armistice,
otherwise the provision about reducing to a minimum the occupation of the west coast of France would
not have been inserted in the agreement.

Before signing the document, General Huntziger said that he hoped it would provide the possibility
of two great nations living and working together in peace. It was a difficult in onlent for him, as a soldier,
and he hoped that French soldiers would not regret the step now taken.

General Keitel replied that he acknowledged the French dovernnient's acceptance of the terms, and
that "as a soldier | have only to say that we know how to honour a defeated, courageous foe."

Already Fiance had applied also to Italy for armistice terms. Immediately after the ceremony at
Compiegne the French delegates left by air for Munich, whence the Hew to Rome next day.

Even during these dark days the French army of the Alps fought tenaciously against the Italians, but
on June 21st the latter launched a general attack from "Mont Blanc to the sea, and reached the valleys of
the Isere, Arc, dull, Ubaye, Tinee, and Vesubie.

Next day they entered Mentone. and the war between France and Italy was at an end.

In Rome it was agreed that Italian troops were to stand on the advanced lines they had reached in all
theatres of operations, and that a zone 30 to 100 miles in depth in front of these positions was to he
demilitarised.

The clauses which especially afleeted the British in the Mediterranean 'Basin and Africa laid down that
the Formers of Algeria and Tunisia which marched with Libya were to be demilitarised ; the coast of
French Somaliland was to be demilitarised, and Italy was to have the right to use the port of Jibuti and
the French section of the railway to Addis Ababa. As long as war continued between Italy and the
British Empire the fortified bases of Toulon. Bizerta, Ajaccio and Oran were to be demilitarised. The
Italian armistice commission was to take into account, in fixing the procedure for demobilisation and
disarmament, the particular importance of maintaining order in French North Africa, Syria, and on the
coast of French Somaliland.

According to the terms of the armistice the dermans continued hostilities until six hours after they
had been notified that the French had accepted the Italian terms, hut there was naturally litt le resistance.
They captured Brest, .Epinal. Toul and Luneville on June 20th. Next day they took Strasbourg and
Colmar in the east, Lyons in the centre, and St. Nazaire on the Atlantic coast. The armistice took effect
at 12.35 a.m. on June .25th.

At Compiegne, by Hitler's orders, the railway-carriage and. the tablet commemorating the German
surrender in 1918 were removed to Berlin, and the ground where they had stood was ploughed up. The
statue to Marshal Foch was allowed to remain.

From all the frontiers of France a hurried exit of diplomats, politicians and journalists had begun
directly the intention to conclude an armistice became known. M. Daladier and M. Mandel, with other
leading figures of the previous administration, tried to reach North Africa. They were roughly handled by
a crowd, and subsequently arrested, and sent back to Vichy, where the French Government had estab-
ished its headquarters.
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M. Pierre Cot, who has often been accused of responsibility for the grave deficiencies of the French
Air Force, arrived in London and wrote an article explaining how little he was to blame for the condition
of I'Armee de I' Air. He then left for the United states, when, he had been preceded—amongst many
others—by those bellicose publicists, "Pertinax" and Madame Tabouis, whose love for the English
speaking world is of recent date,

M. Paul Remand was making a dash for the Spanish frontier when his ear ran into a tree. He was
injured, and his companion, Comtesse Helene des Portes was killed. Me was later arrested and joined the
other politicians. in captivity .

Armed resistance was at an end. The Germans held two million French prisoners, and administered
three quarters of the country, including The richest industrial districts. But Marshal Petain still
possessed the Navy and the Empire.

For years to come the reasons why a meat nation was crushed in six weeks, and agreatarmy was
defeated before the majority of its soldiers had fired a shot, will be explored and explained. The tragedy
will not be attributed to cowardice, but to corruption amongst those in authority, Here certainly was a
democracy that, was decadent. The tall tree of France, which had a so nobly in the garden of
Europe, fell with a crash because it had rotted within. But trees seed themselves, and nations have an
infinite capacity for renewal.
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VI
THE HOMIE FRONT

Wit the capture of the French Chanmel ports the term " Home TFromt,” swhich had long been ised
figuratively, becnmme g stern veality,

seon after the attack o the Low Countries e Governtent took steps 1o provide for resistance against
invision, which had becone an imminent possibility. On May 13th, Mr. Eden, then Seeretary of State
for War, amwunced the raising of a body Tor Local Defence 1o be formed of volunteers between the dges
of 17w 03, who would serve i their own towns and villages i thelr spare tme, The response was

Maeldne-ennwers ol A Boval Northuiberband Fusilicrs - the Gunous Fichting Fifth oautaio @ peomd teachtion, Frov-twe buttations servedd
inoagry oX ancd in the prescot contlect they Jue alreaddy given o goed seconmmt of tleeosebees,

inmedinte (undreds of thogsimds volunteered within twenty-four hours of the appeal) and came from the
tnstinctive well-springs of our natienal e, By August, nearly aomillion and a half men Tad been enrolled.

Tt was the continuance of an old tradition,  The sanme fovee lad sprung into being in the davs of the
Armuda, and again when Napoleon's Grand Army had waited on the cliffs above Boulogne,  Once again
it included men of all tvpes and classes | retired Generals served in the ranks with farm hovs, and
managing directors mounted guard under their workimen.

At the heginning, there wore neither unilorms nor arms, only forage cups and arm-bands (o give the
men combatant status.  The Germans declared that such a corps of ~frencs-tirenrs and assassins'’ should
be shot out of hand, and their fears were discernible through their sneers ¢ they saw clearly enough thad
these volunteers had made the employment of air-borne troops an operation requiring long and elaborade
preparation,
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"Now it has conic to us to stand alone in the breach," said Mr. Winston Churchill, in a broadcast
address on July 14th. "and face the worst thal the tyrant's might and enmity can do. Bearing ourselves
humbly before God. but conscious that we SERVE an unfolding purpose . we are ready to defend our native
land against the invasion by which if is threatened. We are fighting by ourselves alone. .But we are not.
fighting for ourselves alone Here in this strong city of refuge, which enshrines the title deeds of human
progress, and is of deep consequence to Christian civilisation . . . we await undismayed the impending
assault.

"Perhaps it will com,’ to night. Perhaps it will come next week.! Perhaps it will never come.
Hitler has not yet been withstood by a great nation with a will power equal to his own.

"Two months ago, nay one month ago, our firss and main effort was to keep our best army in
France . . . Now we have it all at home. Never before, in the fast war or in tin's, have we had in this
island an army comparable in quality, equipment, or numbers to that which stands on guard here

Vsl wiith sweeess in the Finnish war, U somcallenl 2 aloloden conkbails" woere consiclormad vlhective wgdnst timle, and were adopoed by Dhe T
Gnaril, while widlig 407 more elective weapons, '

to-night. We have a million and-a- half men under arms to night, and every week of June and July has
seen then- organisation, their defences, and their striking power advance by leaps and bounds
Behind these we have more than a million of the Local Defence Volunteers, or as they are much better
called, the Home Guard
"Should the invader come, there will be no placid lvine; down of the people in submission before him,
as we have seen- alas! in other countries. We shall defend every village, every tow n, every city
We would rather see London laid in ruin and ashes than that it should be tamely and abjectly enslaved."
it was a fine fighting speech, expressing the feelings of a people who had never felt less like lying down.
Mr. Churchill spoke the truth about our 1,500.000 soldiers, but quite rightly, in that emergency, not the
whole truth. He did not mention (what is now common knowledge) that our shortage of munitions
was then serious. We had a large army, but insufficient rifles and ammunition for it. and for the Home
Guard. The latter continued for many weeks to drill with broomsticks.

* A popular prediction was that invasion would be attempted on the [ull moon of July 19th. 1940.
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In tanks, anti-tank guns, artillery, machine-gnns, acroplanes @ in evervthing required to repel an
invasion, except stout hearts, we were woelully deficient owing to owr losses in France,

Some cven doubted - though net the nsses- that our heart= were stout enongls Lo stand the strain,
The Ministry of Information started i campaign to appoint “Mr, Sensibles™ in cviery community, who
woukd sustain any dropping spirits they might disconer, and report om the morale of their neighbours at
frequent intervids, “Cooper’s snoopers,” they soon cane to be called. They, and sonw egregious
advertiseents in the newspapers (“What do T do if an air-ridd comes 2 1 sav toomvself, " This is where |
Lkeep cool "7 were the subjeets of ridienle wherever the natives of these islands foregathered.

The country wirs i cimger.and the British preopde kinew i, As never hefore, we beeanie conscions of
the strangers in our midst. and it wus only witural that public opinion shonld swing ubraptly towards

suspeion, <ometimes even intolerance,
At the beginmiing of Mareh, togen there had hien 62 244 Germans and 11,08 Austrians in the conntry

Thrring the suoomer uf vpo roed Lok were oncle cverv winene, sommewlng Sinliseriinely e nrst,

st of whom had been refugees from Nazd perseention. The tribunals had ordered (he internmient ol
300 prersons of Cadegary A (regarded as definitely dungerous) 5 6,782 of Category B doubtfuly who hud to
observe certain yegulations ; while 64,244 persons of Category Cwere considered us itiendly, and were
[reed from any restrictions. A total of 71.575 cases had been considered out of 74,233

On May 11th the Home Seerctary ordered the mternment of all mude Germans and Austrians
{regardless of their categories) who were Jiving on the cast and sotth-cast coasts of Scotland and England ;
and from that date onwards, largey because of a growing demand frome (he public, the restrictions
imposcd on aliens were inereased in scope and soverity.

The Home Office, however, was also inunduted with protests as to tle treatmoent of wen declared to be
well known as friends of this country ; it was heing pulled in two directions, and the task of diserimin-
ation was rendered extremely difficull by the flood of refugees which we Lad weleomed and encouraged
from the Continent.  Amongst this spate there were undoubtedly some spies, Tor fu our yours of fatness
our sympathy for persecuted forcigners had been somewhat uneritical,
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Mistakes were made, and on the night Ttaly became a belliperant (June 1oth) there were sonie
regretfable scenes in Soho ; but inder what was cortainly a serious emergency overworked officials felt
that it wus better to be “sure nor sorry,” and in this opinion they were certainly supported by the public,

No sueh drastic legislation as that passed through both Houses of Pacliament on May zznd (The
Emergeney Powers Defence Act, 1g40) has ever before beom submitted to our people. From tiat date
the person and property of every individnal is at the disposal of Government. Yot the onlv complaint
commonly heard is that insufficient use has been made of ity powers.

H aliens saficred under the new regulations, so did British subjects, under Clause 1818 of the Dolenee
Regulations. which empowered the Home Seerctary to imprisen “members of organisations which had
associations with the encmy, or are subject to foreign influence or control : and which iy be used for
purposes prepudicial to national security,”

Sir Oswald MosIev, the leader of the British Union of Fascists, was i sted, and subseguently lus wife,
whose chitd was only three woeeks old. There were many other arrests, including that of Admiral Si
Barry: Domville, who Tad been Director of Naval Intelligenee in the lust war, and aidu-ce-camp to
King Goorge V),

Tt is not possible at this time to diseuss the wisdom of these measures, which sispetded Habeas Corpus
and brought all our hves under the dictatorslip of the War Cabinet, Thev met with the approval of the
conntry as o whole and the Trades Union Congross, representing 5. 000,000 workers, endorsed the Act with
onby four dissentiont voles,  An irmense majority of Members of Parlionent apprenved the measure,
although there was some uneasiness at the fact that whereas ity men whe had fought for thelr country
i provious wars were arrested, miany Contmuanists wiid pacifists, whose attivnele to the war was af that
time pliinly anti-nationad, were allowed to remain in freedon; and expound their doctrines,

The Peace Pledge Union, said 1o muamber some Tonooo members, contimed it aetivitios more o liws
uncheckoed by the polive ; Bar i made few comverts and sutfered [rom ANy resignations as the air a fack
em Great Britain increased. In Leeds University a SOtdenes” Congress passed o resolution by 287 votes
te 150 stating that the continnance of the war was against the interests of vvery couniry, The National

A group of the fet Lovad Detenee Voduateers neeviving e inatencton i rifle shooting,
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Union of Clerks demanded an immediate armistice arid a Socialist peace, and the Shop Assistants' Union
also condemned "this imperialist war." But such resolutions were passed before the blitzkrieg. After it.
only the Daily Worker, ever sedulous to propagate the views of Moscow, did its small best to criticise and
condemn the Government, until it was suppressed in January , 1941.

In 1939, there were 10,000 avowed Communistsin (meat Britain and 4,500 Young Communists. It is
hard to sav how many sympathisers there were then, and now are, but no one who is not a. militant
worker is accepted as a member of the Party, so that these figures represent the spear head of the Red
movement. The circulation of the Daily Worker was 80,000 a day, and was no doubt seen by three times
that number of readers. There was also a more subtle and sinister lithographed news-sheet. The Week,
enjoying a considerable circulation in "intellectual" circles : this was suppressed at the same time as the
Daily  Worker.

Conscientious objectors were less than 40.000 up to the end of 10,40. Their numbers diminished as

each age group was called up ; the worse our situation the fewer were those who desired to abstain from

helping the national war effort. As to the majority of British citizens, they laid aside politics in the
hour of national danger.

When the Emergency powers Defence Act was passed the Vital need of the moment, and of the future,
was to increase our production. It was necessary to put the whole country to work as it had never worked
before ; and although we are still far short of an ideal utilisation of our available man-power and woman-
power, the wheels of industry have begun to turn at double, and sometimes at four times' their
previous speed.

Women have played an important pan in this war, as they did in the last. When the world was still
at peace, in July 1939, there were 440,00. women eriLNiged in making motor vehicles, bicycles, and aircraft,
3jo,000 working in other metal trades, and 92.000 IN engineering ; it is no secret that these numbers have
been greatly increased, and that women have replaced men in industry on an enormous scale, with the full
approval of the Trades Unions concerned. Thousands of firms are engaged in training women workers,
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thirty organisations deal with welfare problems, and hundreds of day purseries have been established to
enable married women to play their part in the national c¢ffort,

In the Serviees, the Anxiliary Territorial Serviee {72 s"7) nnsbers seme 35,000 the Wamnen's Roval
Naval Service [Wrens') had 7,000 I actual enmyplovinend at the erid of the vear under review ;- while the
Women s Auxitiury Alr Foree (7 Waafs”) whose extablisimient was 1o, 3000 &t the onthreak of war, has
kept paee with the expansion of the Roval Air Foree,

Othier spheres of feminine activity are the Women's Land Army. moubering maore than 8o in actual
emplovient, Uie Weomen's Valuntary Service, which mobilised more than Soo.ooo wonten to deal with
cvacttion, refugees, romnital feeding, cuntecns, ete,, the Civil Norsing Beserve, with a sirepgth of more
than 1oo.aon, and nmerons AR workers, including foooe full-time women wardins, 13000 Tull-time

T he Senttish consn is stroegly glardend againe El i~ At e, A T sl Do weeld e aech ernpliveeoent it sospen el
Iy Mo Anthony lden. then secreory of State for War, durue s o whigl m einde of Elees Lozl |1»h sl sl cogstal defe s,

arnblonce drivers, 16000 full-time nurses at First Aid Posty, and go00 full-time Auxiliory Fire Serviee
personrel o treble these nutbers of women AR P, workers are engaged on part-time duties,

The courage and enterprise of British women were mugnificent, and wus supported by the determin-
ation of the whole population,  Without this spirit, indeed, the heroism of the three Services would have
been of no avail,

In Septembier, 130, when we were recomuended by notices inradbway carriages to e down on the
floor of the compartment during an air-raid, if space were avatlable () we knew little of the trals and
privations abead. But when thev came—darkness, unemploynent, crowded trains, slow posts, bad
telephones, separation, rationing, sirens, and sometinws ruin and suddon death—the British people rose
to the occasion and showed a quality which had long lain dormant, a doggedness bred in the hone.

It is not easy to change the nature of a great nation. 1 thye sins of the fathers are visited on the
children, even to the third and fourth generation, so are their virtues,

When Hitler suggested a4 “common-sense” end Lo the war {on July 1gth) which otherwise, he said,
could end only in the annihilation of Britain or of Germany, we were all by then aware that this island
was isolated, that Germany held most of the richest coal and iron mines of Europe, immense munition
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industries, two thousand miles of coast -line opposite our shores, and most of the strategical advantages
for sea and air war. We were facing enemies three times our strength (45 millions against 130), but we
believed our rulers confidently when they told us that we could conquer.

The worst of the air attacks began in September, but the first large-scale raid occurred before France
had signed the armistice, on June 18th. As the raids increased in intensity, so did the enterprise and
energy of the Civil Defence Services. Air-raid wardens, auxiliary firemen, nurses, .shelter marshals, and
demolition squads, who had been inclined to languish under a sense that there was nothing for them
to do, now discovered how urgent was the need of their services, and how valuable their training had
been.

About 1.800.000 people were employed in the yarious branches of A.K.P. During the first winter
there had been considerable confusion. duplication, and mismanagement. In theory the organisation
left much to be desired, but in practice, thanks to a general spirit of resourcefulness, the arrangements
worked well.

With regard to shelter and evacuation, the Government was confronted with problems of the greatest
urgency, in which a false step might have brought in itstrain incalculable calamities. To remove children
from danger areas was easier said than done. Compulsion was obviously undesirable if persuasion
would avail. In spite of the terrible sufferings and hardship of the war there has been a countervailing
advantage in the improved health and happiness of millions of children who have left our cities and
learned for the first time to know their birthright of the countryside.

During the summer of 1040, questions of priority engaged the constant and anxious attention of the
War Cabinet, and it is no exaggeration to say that the whole course of the war was governed by the

difficult decisions then made.
What size of army did we require, and how equipped ? What proportion of available material

Mr. Clnrehill phutegruphed on o orailway plattorm duriteg his visic Avvotaganied by Georeal Sikorski, the Polish Prime  Mioiste
of inspertion to Seotlind o O ber zzed, My, Churchill sueveys coast defeuces,
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and man-hours showld e allocated 1o tanks, and to geroplanes, and of what kinds shouald these
weapons be !

What was thw priority as between merchant ships and men-of-war, both urgenthy necded 7

Wihiat was Ui right balunee between light, nedinm, and beavye armowred fighting vehicles 7 Between
fighters, hombers and Aron co-aperation machines 2 Between battleslups, orursers, destroyvers, etectora,
ad infimdtin > Few ol these questions could be resolved without reference to what were then indeter-
minate factors, such s the helpowe might receive from the United States, ancd the possible ofleet of enemy
submarines and acroplancs i redneing our o industry,

Wirwere sl ondv o haff-armed nation, with o lecwiy of laziness to overtike before we could steer {or
the pert of vietory, “The springs o our affensive strength " were being comnpressed, but how slowly-—
so it seented - compared to our urgent necd, espechidby in the Near Post,owhere onre smad]l Ay of the Nile
seenned Hkely to be overwhelmed by aogpuarter of @ millien well-cogripped Talinns |

The st Stsses diwns o g e=tiine e mow (e seetne ol e tive wal ogiefativnrs Bren guu tenae keeps ceasebess watel e atempbal invasion
T poneluetisnte, oad Jeere 1l aze on thedr switehlack pateal,

The British Army has proved its valour wherever it had fought, bt there had beon undoubted
deficiencies in the High Commind, and cur forees had taken part in nothing but retreats. We knew little,
then, of all the {oil and training that were going forward, both at home and abroad, and of the great
reinforcements that were travelling to Egvpt both by sei and air.

It is because Mr, Churchill had ihe courage - the great conrage-—to send men, munjtions, tanks and
acroplanes 1o Lgyvpt when onr need for them at home was also urgent, that we were able to carry onr
flagr as far as Benghaei,

Althouglh the Germans beld most of the good strategical cards, we held two jokers, in our Empire Air
Training Scheme, which gave us-—with the industrial resources of the United States— the possibility of
preparing an immense air armada under jdeal conditions, and—again with American help— we liad
available the limitless oil resources of the New World.

The details of the Air Training Scheme do not come within the scope of this book, but its results, in
providing an ever-increasing flow of piiots, air-crews and ground stafl for the RAF., will profoundty
influence the future of our military operations.
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As regards the oil situation, there is. of course, a shortage in Germany of more than petrol ; notably of
tin. tungsten. chromium, and natural rubber. But oil is the- chief lack.

Many calculations have been made as to the present reserves and future consumption of oil in
Germany and Italy, but one thing is retain, that the Axis supplies must diminish as hostilities
continue, and that they ran be replenished only from limited sources, namely German production,
of some' .4,300.000 tons of synthetic and natural oil. and the amounts brought alone, railways, and up
the Danube, from Poland, Rumania, and 'Russia. From these countries Germany may obtain, with
difficulty, some .4,000,000 tons a year.

In peace-time, Germany used 12,000,000 tons a year, and Italy 6,000,000 tons. In war the amount
consumed nattually depends on the operations in process, and is not easy to calculate. A big bomber
uses nearly a ton of fuel an hour, "Tanks and men-of-war haw immense appetites, especially the fast

Lonk Hublox ety and ML 1an dasarck sizoing the ity ereenient deneine the peineiples on which Crechuslivide fobes wild b organesed
Eor ok rafion with the albivd aensies.

ships of the Halinn Fleet. The war requirements of the Axis Powers have been estimated at 30,000,000
tomsa year. Their probable fnct income s omlv abont 8,500,000 tons o vear, for Haly has to rely entirely
on her reserves or her ally,

How soon will their reserves be depleted 7 We do not know the amount they have stored, bt the
dal._\-' must come —some eNperts suggest it wili be the midsummer of 1g42- ~when both their war-machines
will grind to u standstill, Whitever their reserves—say they are 20,000,000 tons—they cannat prosceute
a long war without obtaining new sources of supply,

In ‘Ll‘lv_path of the Axis Powers stunds this smallisland, and behind it the British Empire, the resources
of the United States, aund voluntecrs from alt the lunds over which the swastika has cast jts shadow.
Across the Atlantic the greatest manufucturing country in the world (making 45 per cent. of all the
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world's goods) was harnessing, at the close of the year, her vast capacities to our cause. She was pledged
to help us without stint or limit.

Without stint or limit, also, was the help given by the Dominions and Crown Colonies.

At the. end of the year Canada had 50,000 men overseas, 100,000 in training at home, and joo.000
registered reserves. In Australia 119,000 men had volunteered for service overseas. In New Zealand
100,000 men an enormous proportion of her population of 1,500,000 had joined the N.Z.E.F. South
Africa had recruited 100,000 men for the Union Defence Force. In Southern Rhodesia conscription was
introduced chiefly to keep men out of the army, for so many in key positions wanted to volunteer that if
became necessary for the Government to control the man power of the country.

India also made a considerable contribution to the Empire war effort. From a strategical and military
point of view, her position is pivotal for the reinforcement of our life-line in the Near East—-the Suez
Canal but her political situation is not entirely satisfactory. The Congress Party, representing the
Hindu majority in India, demands independence, including (in itsview) the right to rule some 90 million

Tt slitiens " oo Taiteey wi the Bgliad Lasl vergsl .

of its Moslem fellow-subjects. whereas these people (cheifly in North India) do not desire to be governed
by Hindus, and are inclined to demand sepaiation.

Although, for these reasons (perhaps too generalised and abbreviated) India has not been able to
speak with a united voice, the deadlock has not interfered with the eo operation of the Indian Princes
who have sent important contingents to the front, as they did in the last Great War ; nor has it weaned
the soldiers of the Indian Army, whatever their faith, from their old and well-tried loyalty to the British
Umpire.

In spite of political quarrels. leaders of all shades of opinion are united in their detestation of the Nazi
wettanschauung. The Hindus are a race of too ancient a culture to be attracted to the Aryan creed <
Rosenberg, while to Moslems the world over (and they number 165.000.000) democracy is a part of their
religion.

As a source of supplies, only the surface of India's vast possibilities have been scratched. When they
are fully developed they will add enormously to the war potential of the Umpire, and to her own wealth.
She is to make 3,000 armoured light mg vehicles next year (1942) and this year Indian factories are pro-
ducing- 200,000,000 rounds of small arm ammunition, and huge amounts of jute, canvas and leather goods.
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Beside, our own people, stand our allies from the eonquered lands. Lake Chad Territory, the French
Cameroons, and French Kquatorial Africa have brought notable accessions to the Free French movement,
and many volunteers have come from Syria to join the Army of the Nile.

Thousands of Polish troops, and hundreds of Polish airmen (whose exploits are now the admiration of the
R.A.F.) made their way out o| their own country and eventually readied France, where they fought with
threat gallantry. In the midst of the French defeat they maintained their formations intact, and marched
to Bordeaux. There General Sikorski, their leader, refused to accept the terms of the French armistice,
and induced the British Navy to bring his troops to this country, where they were re-armed and equipped.

Units of the Czechoslovak Legion, who had also been fighting in France, formed the nucleus of a new
Region, So did Norwegian. "Dutch, and Belgian contingents.

No doubt the invasion of Great Britain would have been attempted if we had not brought down 185
German aeroplanes on September 15th, to crown the previous air victoriesat Dunkirk in May and over the
Home Counties on August .25th, 30th, 31 st, and September 2nd. Still the possibility remained, and
remains.

Why tarried the wheels of their chariots? We waited and wondered in September- and are waiting
still.

The wide beaches of the Fast Coast saw strange summer visitors. Instead of children's sand castles
there were strong points at which men in uniform laboured unceasingly. Barbed wire entanglements
took the place of deck-chairs along the shore ; there were neither bands nor concert parties, but band-
stands and piers put 10 new uses.

There were no day trips for visitors up and down the coast ; those who went on day trips did so in
trawlers and drifters, living the White Ensign. The smart yachts and motor boats were now a businesslike

-
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With traditienal stoacioess the Grebnadier Guards line up in frony of their Been-gun carricrs for Dspection by the Prime Miister.
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grey, as they raced in and out of harbour, and they wore manned by oddly-assorted news in oddly-
assorted rigs, very often retired naval officers, to whose oddly assorted ages the Admiralty turned a
blind eve.

Home Guards patrolled the lanes, the railway bridges, and the lactones when- the machinery was
never still, and grumbled that rifles were hard to get.

The Civil Defenec Services were cominginto their own : they had proved their mettle hirst m a hundred
raids on the Hast Coast, and then in three months' bombing of London and in savage attacks on our
great industrial cities.

Meanwhile, a great armv was under can\*as, or in billets throughout the length and breadth ol (neat
Britain.

No longer were we lapped in dreams of "assurance of victory." Very distant seemed those days of

A
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September, 1939, when we dropped leaflets over Germany, telling the people that we had no enmity
against them, and that "our resources, and those of our Allies, in men, arms and supplies are immense.
We are too strong to break by blows, and we could wear yon down inexorably."

That was a year ago, but what centuries seemed to have passed !

We were mole confident than ever, after we had been induced, with a politeness that veiled a menace,
to close the Burma Road, and to withdraw our garrisons in the Far Fast. Submarine sinkings were
increasing. There were leakages in our blockade, through Russia, by the trans-Siberian route. A
counter blockade was being wielded by the enemy with disquieting effect, now that his submarines were
based on the French Atlantic ports, and that we were denied harbourage in Fire. The long nights of
winter were soon to begin, and already the sirens sounded every evening.

Fven friendly neutrals predicted the coming triumph of the Axis Powers ; but we had strong knees,
and had. fought our way out of tight places before.

We had been near complete disaster in 1797. when we were bankrupt, when Ireland was on the verge
of rebellion, and when the Naval mutineers at the Nore had hoisted the Red Flag of the French
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Kevolutionaries,  The Tast of oy Allies Back made peace with Napoleon, and we were fighting o inilitary
genins whe hid Dehind Tim a popadation three times e size of this conmtry,

At the end of 1640 we Dad the gallant Grecks Jor adlies, We were not bankrapt dthough nobuody
could deseribe onr financial position s sound] and ax to e Nava it had never been i better heart, and
better found,  Nor wus there o military genius in the viiemny ranks, bt two ex-corporals, and behind
thiem some competent German generids whe worked ot the purposes — aml eross pirposes- of the
dictators, seanciimes with ooerdedd dististe.

Al o dighten the Besivts of those wine served her, Eoglnd whispered to them during that gorgeons
awtwmn, and e trevs secared i vicher red tian wsuad, and the corna brighter gold 0 “An oot fuir, and
worthy ol sperfiee 7

Young men went forth to theie glorons deeds amd 1o their deatd - i the skies above e, and saldiers,
siilors, workers, served her s Helen was served when the world was vonng, and Trow heleaguered . e
age Tios vet to produce the poet that will reeord the grandeor of the yation’s spirit,

In the cottige gindens hollvhocks stood rank on rank, wnd ramibler roses elimbed up to the thatelied
rools o Normart castes it By the Tist invaders, drowsed ahove thels moats @ the red Toases of the vich
Flizabethans, the clegant Palladinn pitlirs of eightecnti-centry manors, and the parks and pataces of Ure
Industrial Revolution, spoke ol peace, prosperiy, scourty, But dav after day and night after night, the
stlenee wis broken by Ahe dreme af bomibers, the eraslh of high explosives, the bark of guns, Our citics
were in the throes o o terribhe ordead, and their chtizens were to set the sworld an cxample which will
endure long after the citnses of this war are lorgotten,

Across the world friends ond enemivs watehied, Tearing or hoping that this casv-going, comfiort-linding
peopde woutld take (he wov of compromise,

But anr enemics Torgot that thongle our weaknesses were apparent, onr strength was buried decp,
‘The ey of Austerlitz hadd come again, and with it ere awoke the thankfulness of past mercies, and the
conlidenes in the future which had animated Pitc and Lis contdrymen, wid had stecked them 1o fight
“or our very name as Inglishmen.”

Lieut.-treneral 3ir Alu Brooke, Cotnouecdec-in-Cluel, Hotae Forees (oentee) studyitg o bage ol v =l defenees,
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The Earl of Athlone, Governer-Geaeral of Conada, visits sobdiers iv training at Petawawu Camp.  He is seen watching & gun scew at work.
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General Sir Jobn Dill, Chiel of the lmperial Geueral Sta8, inspects the Western Commaned and pavses to chat with Staffurdshire trovps,  Altbougl
Britaiu has a big army Sgbtiog io Libva, eur oww island remaios stronghy garmisonsd against invasion,
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The large scae exercases watched by Sir Alan Brooke, Commander-in-Chief. Home Forces, included those of an armoured division, In this
picture, tanks and scout cars are seen under cover.
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True to their wotto “Uhique”, the Roval Artitfery are to e found all ronma Britain's coist, ready torepel atmpts i invasion. This pleture
shows o e contra] post and foor e a1 work,
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VI
WARS AGAINST ITALY

T Biitish people have the virtiee and the defect of short momories Tor international disagreements, so
that our mentdal attitude, as Faseist Tostility became more and more apparent during the Spring aod
Swnmer ol 1640, was ot of aggoievied surprise. UWhe did the Ttalians want {o go to war with as 2™

But we had cquarreled, and Muszolind had never Torgiven us for leading fifty-fwo nations at Geneva in
the imposition of Smetions against Haly, The Tact had Deen cioved o marhle slabs, and comentecd intn
the walls of every important city in the Kingdone, wnd was veferred o again and again in the Duee's
apeeches. alwinys witl the wiorad that Haly could dely the world.

It is nnnecessary now fo cnter into the rights aed wrongs of the sunctions controversy, Our
action cost us the friendship of Hady Gt s impossible o convinee even well-disposed Talinns that we
arted disinterestedivy and aniagonised the section of public opinion e France Jed by AL Lival.

In spite of thiz, on the cutbreak of war, the overwhelming desire ol the Ttalian people was 1o
avoid being drawn into 1he strugele, There was, however, a simall but powerful inner group of the
Fuscist Party which wis determined on intervention on the side ol Germany s soon as the Army
wis Teady.

During the winter of 1g36-1040 the cost of Hving in Faly rose steaclily, there was s shortage of fuel,
soap and petrol, there were two teatless days a week  and there was no coffee,

The Ttalian Governmaenl made incessant profests against British contraband control, especially
the blockading of German coal exported by sea from the Low Countries, To the equal annoyance
ol many people here the British blockade was again and again relaxed in Givour of Haly, until i had
as many holes as a fishing net.

ssbers, on whose Hist o battle homours the nane “Igypl’” is alees

Among thelanows colty Tepiuessts dativied i Bgvptan: the York snd Lo .
inspribed,  Oiheers of the regiment are shown here, photographed outside thuir s,
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Meanwhile German propiganda in Rome held out the prospect of ghittering prizes in Africa and
the Balkans, when the decadent demoeracies had been pushed [rom their tottering pedestids.

On our side, our diplomacy was not co-ordinated with the military situation. 7 we were strang
enough to sav “Ne' to Jraly concerning her desire to import coal, it was arguable that it would be
advantageous to wage war against her, inorder to stop the leaks in our blockade and o clarify the
situationin the Near East, where the Freneh and British had more than thirty divisions pinned, in Tunisis,
Levpt, Palestine, Svria, many of which miglt havie beom used against Germany.

11, on the other hand, our unpreparedness wus sl so great thit we could not atford Lo quarrel with
Stalv, then we should have made all possible coneessions 1o Musselini while there was vet tine.

Tring the winter of 1g30 1odo we were on tle point of concluding a commereial agrevment witly
Haly whiclh would have produced urgentlv-needed materials for ot war effort, snd wonld also have
brought considerable prosperity 1o Haldy, At the Jast moment it was cancelled by Mussolini himself,

Moo Anthuny Eding, Secrvtiory o YWar, phwetostagdisd sntsicke the pedace ol tles e Alaliellale ot Transjenbum, during his 1 5.oo-mibe pour
ul Baeveed e e 3addle Easd. WE Bilg fo thee Sronlate e Binde andd Goaeral Wasvell

against the wishes of mamy prominent Halian indostrial leaders. What forther arrangements, political,
territorial and industriak, might hive won [taly to our side- 0 any-— it is now impossible to say.

“Ihe hiour for irrevocable decisions’” Tuwd comne, The Halian Dictator had to make up his mind, us
best hie could with little personal knowledge of the British temperanent, whether his last two
Ambassadors in London were tight when they told him that Great Britain wonld fight as she had fought
hefore, or whethor 1o beliove othor advisers who said that the Beitish were decadent.

Amongst the latter it is said that his faveurite daughter Edda, married to Count Ciano, took a
prominent place.  She bad been o popular figure in London duning a season, and had doubtless met
many influential people. Bl the nature of England is not to be discovered in the drawing-roomnis and at
the dinner-tables of Mavfair, any more than the truth about Italy can be found in the Renaissance
palaces of Rome.

At the beginning of June, Mussolini decided on intervention,  Longer delay, e thonght, might leave
him without the spoils, or at least the pickings, of the imminent German victory, On June I1oth
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A New Zealand field artillery section in the Middle East.
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The South Staffordshires at musketry practice in the Libyan desert.
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T Trarepadansn Faeutfer Fueve was isesd aftes the biet wat for Uie cbedence of 1he e fated tormores of Trinsjordaaio aud Palestene. Here
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e

The Arabs who form such a large proportion of the Transjordania Frontier Force are among the finest horsemen in the world. Here, a trumpeter
is sounding a call. Note the straight British sword and Western saddle.
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Count Ciano stunmoned the Freneh Ambassador at 430 pan, and the British Ambassador at 4,45 pomo
handing (hetn identical declarations of war,

Later that afternoon the Duee addressed the Konans {som the baleony of the Palazzo Vencezia

CFighiters of the bund, the seac and tlee air, Backshitts of the revohdions and the legions, mien
ard wornen of Ty, of the Empire aind of the other kingdom of Albania, listen !

“The honr marked ont by destiny s someding 1o the sky of ome conntry, A declaration of war has
Boen handed to the ambassadors of France and Great Britnn, Woe are going 1o winr against the
plutocratioc and reactionnry democricies of the West, who hindered the advanee and olten threat-
ened even the existence of the Tadian people”™

Tie soparised the evends of recend Tistory s Chall-promises, comstant threats, blacknsul,”

They were taking up arms to settle the problem of their sea-frontiees, and they wanted ta hreak the
chains Cwhiele are stramgling us i our own sea.”

This stregele, he deelared, was ondv o phase o the logieal developiment of 10e Fascist revolution,
the strugghe of peoples poor inoweadth, But ricl inoworkers, against the exploiters who hold the wold
of the world ¢ the struggle of fruitful voung peoples agonst stertle peoples on the Uwesliold of ther
deeline,

UNow ol o owan tree wilb we have burned our bridges behind us TOWe have only one wadelovord
= Ao conquer, and we shall canaguer, toogive st Tast o long period of peace with justice 1o Ttaly, to Lurope,
ta the world !

“Preople of Maly 0 oo arms

" i =

Onwe apiib Australlan troeps come forward 1o BEhtin a desert war,  Thest men, seen widvidite fasl 13ren gan careicrs scon sbter their orrivalin
Egvpt, have moved iuro the batte one (o Palestiog,
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There was one curious omission in this speech @ he never mentioned his Axis partner.

Thoogh no exact figures are available it was currently believed in Maly in September, 1036, that there
were about a million wmen wnder arms | in Decontber, 1940, Mussoling asserted that the number was two
million.

In Libya there was o well-equipped foree of 230,000 men ; in Ltalion Lasl Africa 180,000 (including
native troops and irregielars), in the Dodecanese Islinds aboat 2o,000, and in Albania 00,000, By the
end of August it was reported that the troops in Albania had been inereased 1o 130,000, and the real

Sew Aealarnd Wroeps it lren gun prae live.

figure may have been zoo,oon,. [t must be remombered, however, that such numerieal strengths have
little signiticance in modern war, compared to amount and quality of armament, training of troups, and
the aerodromes and communications available,

For years the Fascist Government bad made efforts (o overcome 1he difficulty of cquipping [faly's
armed forces.  Practically wll the raw materials for {he manufacture of arms and munitions have to be
imported.  The development of sueh coal mines as exist in the country, and in Sardinia, liad net pro-
gressed very fur.  Coal was of low grade : iren, steel and all othur necessary metals bad to be hought
from abroad. Reserves had been depicted during the Abyvssinian and Spanish wars, and there had not
been sufficient time to build up frosh stocks.

But the chief anxiclty of the Duce and his Service Chicls must have been with regard to oil.  ltaly's
only source of supply, under her own control, was the oilficld in Albania, where the quantity available
was small, and needed refining before it could be used,

Before her entry inte the war, aly had imported oil from Rumania, the United States and Mexico

! Between October, 1437, and January, 1941, Mussolini subsequently stated that he had sent to Libva 360,000 men,
1,600 guns, 13,300 maching guns, 11,000,000 artillery shells, 1,000,000.000 rounds of small-arms ammunition and TAG
armoured cars.
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1n this picture, the Polish Brigade are shown wuboucding comprent after theic ammivil in Pabestine, They are eweer to contigue the figsht
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up tothe limit of her storage capacity. Her annual expenditure was in the region of 6,000,000 tons.
The only sourer of supply remaining to her after June, 1940, was Rumania, but her Axis partner was a
competitor in this market, the "Black Sea route was closed, and the problem of providing rolling stock
across Yugoslavia's single track railway was serious. From the Italian point of view the first desideratum
was a short war.

Strategically Italy occupies a predominant position in the (Antral Mediterranean.

The only deep water channel (40 miles wide) lies brtween the strongly fortified island of Bantelleria.
south-west of Sicily, and the coast of Tunisia. Malta is only 20 minutes by air from Sicily, and was too
vulnerable to be used permanently as a base by the British Mediterranean fleet. On the other hand,
before the French collapse, the aerodromes in southern France and Corsica threatened the important.

et od the Socnadiloed Coganed Corpe il s imngeroeesed Litke range.

hydro-eln trie power stations on which tin- railways 1 northern Italy depend, and also the Genoa- Turin
Milan triangle, in which the ehiel industries are situated.

The whole Italian railway svstem, running as it does along the \\vsl and east coast- separated by the
spine of the Apennines, is highly vulnerable, and ill adapted to war conditions. From Genoa, the main
junction for the industrial cities of the north, as far as Bisa, the double track runs along the sea toast,
through frequent tunnels, and any interruption would starve the great arsenal of Spezia as well as Rome
and all the cities of the south. All the iiaffic Ironi the northern cities which tloes not pass through (.eiioa
and down the west-coast route, passes either through Bologna. Florence. Rome, or else tluough Bologna
and down the east-coast route. All communications between (iermanv and southern Italy depend,
therefore, on two junctions Aenoa and Bologna.

Unless Italy held command of the sea and the air, she was in a dangerous position in her own
territory. Astoher F'mpire. it was immediately in dire peril in the event of war with Britain and France.

Eritrea, Italian Somah'land, Abyssinia and Libya were at the mercy of superior sea power, as were the
Dodecanese Islands, strn ig out like a necklace along the coast of Asia Minor.
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The collapse of France changed the whole strategical aspect of Italy's situation, especialy in Libya,
where Marshal Balbo was now free to concentrate his troops on the attack on Egypt. In Cairo thousands
of Italian residents awaited (with mixed feelings) the coming of the Fascists. No doubt the Italian
Government hoped also to reap the benefit of its anti-British propaganda in Palestine, and looked for an

Arabrising.

The keystone of the arch of our Imperial communications was the Suez Canal, but we were threatened
and out numbered not only in Egypt, but in British Somaliland. Kenya, and the Anglo Egyptian Sudan.
British Somaliland is an arid stretch of hills and sand, on the south of the Gulf of Aden, covering
68,000 square miles, and encircled by Italian and French territory. Our garrison amounted to a weak

o

Men s tnakerials were consbantly Teing sent G abee Near Fase it apate of oue s ol boine, e ol wis this courageons polivy of the Wur

Labineb whiel cunllmd Geeral SWasel 1o win his s neboare.

brigade of mixed British, Somali and Indian trops, who were endeavouring now that French support
was denied to hold a front of 150 miles.

On August 4th two Italian divisions, with park artillery and tanks, supported by aeroplanes, crossed
the Somaliland frontier in three columns and advanced on Odweina, Hargeisa and Garagara. The next
day the enemy occupied the port of Zeila without opposition, and captured Hargeisa.. avillage of wattle
huts... alter an engagement in which the British delaying force inflicted severe casualties, including the
loss of three tanks. On August 6th Odweina fell.

On August 11th a genera attack was made on the British positions at the Yurgargan Pass over which
runs the track to Berbera, which was the only port now in British possession. The enemy was held for
three days but on the 14th he brought up fresh troops and launched a further violent attack.

Alter holding their position for some time the British forces retired in good order, and were embarked
fromBerbera. It was yet another evacuation = the fifth in four months.._but the Navy was there, as it
had been at Aandalsnes, Namsos, Dunkirk, the French Atlantic ports and the Channel Islands.



Infantry of the Arab legion on the march. In the background stands a stone fortress. the crumbling walls of which were built for the Kings of
Damascus in the thirteenth century.
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An Italian tank has been ambushed and Indian troops go forward to the attack.



A British sound location crew on duty in their pit in the Libyan desert. where they work in conjunction with their comrades operating searchlights
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The Italians also attacked on the Kenya frontier. Their objective was Moyale, held by a handful of
Kind's African Rifles, The assault began on June 28th and continued with varying intensity for three
weeks ; but there was little To be gained by trying to hold this frontier post, behind which lav 150 miles
of scrub and desert. On the night of July 13th the garrison stole out and passed through the lines of the
besieging force without bring detected.

A far more serious threat to our position was the attack on the Anglo- Egyptian Sudan. | he Italians,
though cut oil from supplies, had large reserves in East Africa, and a powerful army acting on interior
lines. The threat to Khartoum, with its direct communications with ("aim, was extremely menacing.

News fralamd soblicr- startang ont oar a0 perite meapch i Lhe deserts The flaness of the Auzaes, ] ieer wagnamee gt plieseae wies s lotiveahle
FATE EYFYRHE AN L R S AN T TR TFS IE R TPV

I hiring June there was desultory skirmishing, but on July 4th the- enemy lorces, comprising light tanks
and armoured ears, supported by bombers, captured Kassala and Galabat. *

Fortunately the Italians made no effort to exploit these early successes. They may have been unable
to do so, owing to lack of fuel and ammunition, but the chief reason for their inactivity was doubtless the
skilful handling of the small contingent of Imperial troops in this area, which led the enemy to believe
that they were suriounded by a greatly superior force.

One such exploit was an attack by a motor patrol south-east o' Kassala. It fell upon an Italian
battalion neai lessenei. across the KriUean frontier, and. cut if to pieces, inflicting 450 casualties, while
suffering no loss itself.

On November 7th, in an action north-cast of Kassala, British foices detached some Italians from their
main body, and took tj.{ prisoners and a quantity of arms and stores. On tin- same day a column ni
British and Indian troops drove the enemy out of (ialabat. hive days later they were operating bom this
village and inflicting heavy losses on the Italians.

As the months passed, the brilliant harassing operations of our patrols began to tell on the morale of
both Italian and native troops, while the Imperial force gained in experience and were able to send
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British officers deepr into Abyssinian termitory, 1o organise the tribes against the Italians, in preparation
for the advance in the spring of 1941,

Up to the end of the year, which closes the period covered by this book {except for the Libyan
campaign) woe were not agadn able to penctrate Abyssinia, the Somalilands, er Lritvea, but General
Winvell's dispesitions were such that the Haltins were securely held with diminisling stocks of petrol
aned mmmnnition, while the increasing streongih of the Army ol the Nije wius thrown jon December yth)
against the cnemy i Liks

Whether or ned we owgnd to lve attacked in Abyasinia when we did i open fo question. The dispersal
ol our forees ide it impossible for us to proseeote the war in Libyva to its geo-politicad concluston.

»
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However this may be, our troops would huve mnoved ®ooner than they did from Mersa Matruh, bui
Tor vvents i Grove,

Although in o253 Taly lad signed o " Pact of Frivndship, Coneiliation and Judicial Settlfment™ with
Greeee, whielislie had solemnly reaffirmed on Septomber joth, 1030, 8 typical Axis “war of nerves™ began
m rggo. I August, Greeee was acensed of having pormitted— cven instigated  the murder of an obseure
and clderly Albaiun bandit, Daout Hoggia, and of harbouring the murderers on her soll. - A campaign
of ubusge began in the Talian pross 1 Greeee wis said to be oppressing the Albanian minority, and Signor
Gayda went so fir as to demand a revision of the frontier to Janina and Preveza,

On August 1sth, the Greek eruiser Helle was torpedoed on a ceremonial visit to Tinos for the Feast
of the Assumption.  The nationality of the submarine wis not disclosed untl alter the Jtalian attack,
when it was officially stated in Athens that parts of the torpedo had been picked up, marked “Torino.”™

During Septemiber and the first part of October, Axis pressure on Greece increased,  The dictators
were af that time aiso hopeful of Spanish support (Sefor Sufier was in Berlin at the end of September)
and 1! Telegrafo wrote that ' in the struggle against England the realignment includes three, not two
Furopean powers ; Germany, [taly and Spain,” while the Giornale &'Italia declared that Axis policy
“was enriched hy new adherents, notably Spain.”
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Polish cavalrymen on the march in the Middle East,



A ronvoy of traopships meaclios port in Eept after the ot vovige troo felaml, o vovase e which oo Fradian wirsheg araevopeline woes <tolifed,
The Ben heer e 1wy arrive,

Australizis, who hao pust areived in Egypt, wintibg o boara o trad wheelowilt eonvey theri to the war zonc.
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Buetween 150,000 and zoo,000 THalian troops were under canvas i Albania.  Rains began in the Epirus
in the middle of Octoher, and winter was only six weeks away, 10 was olear that this arnry must soon
soek billets elsewhere, and Mussolind cortainly did not intend them to veturn home, They must enter
Greece, cither as friends or s enerics.

On October gth the dictators again met on e Bremwr Pass, where they discussed the situation for
three hours with General Keitel inattendunee. According to subsequent comments i the Axis
press, the war bad emtered adeeisive phase, Spin was being cajoled. Fevpd must be alarmed. Already
{September 2othy) the Ttalluns Tad advaneed as far as Sili Barrani, and tlie famous General Berpanzoli
(known in Spain as Electrie Beard™) had told his troops @ From the cliffs of Halfava the cye can scan
the mists af the Last, You have covered the first stepe of the march 1o Alexandria. The emblems of
the army whiclh tried to bar vour way bave heens trampled underfoot. Further and more important
objectives now await vou.” When the mareln to Mexandria hegan, surely Greece would Tall into line ©

Beiti=d eronps wlie bl st sofely seiver] o e Wb Fast,

Ltaly tow protested to the Greek Government that its press was pro-British, - Germany suggested
that the drachma should be revalued in her favour. Rumaurs were spread that the King of the
Helenes contemplated abdication. v

To these manwewvres General Metaxas presented an outward complacence and pliability, which veiled
preparations Jor resistance going forward with tremendous speed and seereey, Al the intrigues of the
Axis were countered with mastorly discretion while Greece mobilised, and strepgthened her defenees.

On the afternoon of October 25t (he ealdés of Athens were full of romonrs-- indeed, as usual- but {or
the first time {or years the newspapers pullished Sunday editions,  There was little news in them,
however, except of movenwnts acress the Albanian frontier.

At 3a.an. en the 28th, 1he Ttalian Minister in Athens called on General Metaxas, and presented him with
the uswal ultimatam, for the usual reasons, demanding the anding over of “certain strategic points.”
When General Metaxas asked out of enriosity what these points were, Signor Grazzi had ignominionsly
to reply that he did not know,

The dénoucment was 4 surprise not only for ltaly, but for all the world, except the Greek High
Command.

The ltalians attacked at 6 a.m. on October 28th,  Orders from a divisional general, and a brigade



L

:
]
L
=
i~
k1
L1
B
tl;
En
]
o
=
=
&
=
=

Britich tn




26 BRITAIN AT WAR: TIIE ARMY

comunander were alterwards found, dated October 215t and 26th, piving instructions as to how the
frontier posts were to be stealthilty approached amd overpowered. The assault had long been planned,
bt so Liwd been the Greek answer. The Ttalians were met with i fie which staggered them. There wis
little heavy fighting that day, however o the Rome radio amnenneed thit no serious operations had heen
undertaken i order 1o give the Greceks time Lo capitulate,”

Meamwlhibe the Dictators Taedb et vt agaein, this time at the Frlozzo Vecclio, in Florenee, where Hitler
arrived in the carly morning of October 280, leaving again at 6 pane The talk was strictly private, amd
almost certainby acrimemions, for it i now obvieus that Mussoling blundered by attacking Greeee with
the wittter so near.

The preace-time strength of the Greek army was hetween 05,000 and 85,000 men ;. but by now they

painia

g i/

R

Vierce shelling fron Beitisb artillersy e nedinesd an Tdian forn G ke soaes of ousoney. This pletime dron e Westarne Duaeet shows our
UGy anowing ua toenecipy Lhe i,

L mohilised some fourteen divistons tover zou,ono0 men} and a cavalry division.  The total war strengih
wits shout 500,000 Taen,

Buetween 1u3l and 1940 about £12 million were spent on defence, not including the coRl of impirove
ments on rocds, railwavs and Larbours, Eguipment had been bought chiefly in Ialy, so that the
victories i Albania and Libva supplicd mucteneeded reinforcements in weapons and munitions.

A Metaxas e had been buaiit on the porthern frontier, from Pavga 1o Janing, acress the northern
slopes of the Pindos Mowntains, and twoigh Kastoric 1o Florina o anotlier line frow Koziani to Lidessa
covered the approach to Sabmiki

The chief deficiencies in the army wore of wrmoured vehickes, wnti-tank and anti-aireraft guns, and
mechanical transport,  1ny the mountains, however, wlere the brunt of the fighting was (o be, mules were
of more value than motors, AU the outbreak of the war Greeee had about one hundred fiest line
acroplanes with a reserve of ahout 300 o 330 older machines. The Navy consisted of small eraft, except
for the elderly crmiser Georgios Averafl of go00 tons.  But by air and sea the British were ready to
redress the balance.

Help came promptly.  On October 2¢th the Admiralty announced that naval aireraft had attacked
the Island of Stampalia, the nearest acrodrome in cnemy hands to Athens and Crete.  Next day the




A Ltaban generals nie ol Ui Brst prisoners to e taken, b Thees Elalinn ofheers capaveed el fiest s of gt

Tnterron bl by s Britisl wilueer in Hespe

ann i suldiers ad Bde Leart foc Bpleing against Heitish troops, Ttidiia prisomers of war
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An Indian machine-gun pogt in. the Libyan desert.
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Faghuing e ef el L 10mgs Alrcon Kitles sl sesisted Uee Diadi assas U fronn Lriten aivd Absysauia,

Navy had mined the waders of the Aegean s Tonjun Seas, and on thie 31st, British giveralt were operating
from hases in Greeee,

Howas an Halian communiqué of Xovember znd whiclh gave the jost nows that British troops hacd
Luawded) i Crete it naturally did not say that they bad received o tremendons weleome, Nor did e
Talizms wdmit it o this day the Greeks were already 33 miles inside the Albanian frontier, Laving
takenr enemy positions in the importan Florina seetor at the point of the hayonet, This meant that they
were on the northern side of the Movovi-Planing monntains, sowtli-cast of the Malian advaneed base of
Roritza.,  The vitad railway junction of Florina was sale, so that at seme future time help might come
from Yugoshivia,  And not only was Koritza threntencd ;0 the toalian wroops in the Epirus were in
danger of having thelr convunmications cut. Day alter daxv the Grecks pressed on, capturing Liejght
after height in hand-to-hand fighting, - By November oth they had bronght up their wtillery to positions
commnding Koritza,

In the Epirus the Tadians had hegun by advancing slowly, complaining of the fonl weather and
difficuit country. 1 they had Teen alibe to pash forward rapidiy to Jonina, they might have made Greek
maobilisution-— «till uncompleted- very diffien]t. But Biockshirts and vegulars alike displayed Tittle
aptitude fer that lightnipg war which an Itubiun general—Visconti Prasca—-had hoen amongstl the first
toinvent, onpaper. Soon they were involved in disasters. Large forees [ost their way in the mountains.

SRR AN ar 2

A unit of the Somaliland Cated Corpe ou paurel fi the cheaert. £ e ity OF tuese troups has Deeo proved. Hach i b an caperienced
vampaigier aud @ deadiy shot.



Speeighly drawm by

M. MATKINLaY
Attacked by intwense namlaers of JGlian tre nips, suppurted by artillery, tanks sl airtafy the snuili Briish force whic Ielel Somalilond resicred winh the syt galkenlry in their with-
Arawal v the cunst. To the words of the official LODRBHNLAEG, “ORIT truops oatested very varel,” Hefe is an aetist' ingresston of the aperations,



Toritisls trempe operating o e Tilevin shesert pretetratesd deegs intocieaeys Lereiiars ol tiog losses Jartassings ootposts b caplnrig viliable
woat fpangera] lang befate aur maein attae ko Here ane bwo Lok fakien from tlee Dadiaoe,

Anti-tank guns captured from the Italians,
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A warking parly of Ttalian prisaners sots oue fer its Gidiv telis uinder o] ciand, Note the e wimed coee of U ot s it e
Lk ree]

Major-General Rowelo L Strucci, uoe of the Talian officers of high raok captured in the Libyan Desert catupaign photopraphed with feliow prisone:s,
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The znd Venczia Division was trapped and practically wiped out | an Alpind Division which endeavoured
to make a rapid advatee to Mostovo shared the same fate. On November 3rd thoree Dattalions which had
crossed the Kadamas River—-the extrome it of the Ttaliwn odvanee - were neacly all captored or killed,

Mready 1lie Greeks wore heginning to connt thelr prisoners Iy the theusand, but quite as imporiant
was the vist mass of war materin] wldeh they swere eapturing, and which they were immediately able to
tse agitinst its fornwer owners, Captures Tor the first two weeks” fighting included 14 Twavy guns, 152
hemvy and 237 light machine guns, 876 rifles, 230 borries loaded with stores, Tavge quantitics of
ammunitieny, aned several hosedred horses and mutes,

On Noveniber 4t the ciel British lindson officer, Major-Geeneral Gainbicer: Parry, had heen weeleomied
in Albens with his stafl, and on the {ollowing afternoon the capital was 1o see the first Ttalian prisoners
arrive, weary and Liomgry, bt somic of them nal Loo dispirited to orv " Viea Grecenan ! and 7 Alasso
Mussobind !

ganrat

A el of Bralinn peisoners b oseet uatehiog oodee aried vseart Uieengh 10 staests o Cadeo, i< ned the nuee b ey antivigaetisd.

The great air victory of Tarunto, an the clear night of November 11-12th, ghortly bofore the moor
had waxed toits full, further delighted the Greeks, ax did o heasy bombing of Bari, Brindisi, Durazze
and Valona,  We had erippled the Halian Navy, and plastered the Albanian invasion ports so that they
were ilmost unsable, Connt Ciano, who had flown to Thrana in the ey dayvs of this backwardsanoving
bltizkrivg, in order to he prosent al the triumphad entry inte Janind, retarned to Romse with grave tidings
The Greeks were advancing all along the line and the retreat i the Pindus had beeome a vout., Honw werd
the thousands of dejeeted soldivrs returning front the Epirus to Argyrokastro {o be accommodated in
town, which was already the headguarters of o division of 22,000 men #

On November 1oth the Jast corner of Groek soil had bewn eleared of Faseists, and two dayvs later— o1
November z1st—Roritza fell, in spite of the 75.000 men and goo acroplanes which the lalians hac
brought up for a counter-attack,  The enenty was pursued into Uhe town by hifs own tanks, nanned by
triumphant Grecks, who swept on 1o vccupy another important objective further north- -Pogradets—
on November 23rd.

Every day now came communiqués giving news of Greck advances in all sectors, and ol the ever
increasing number of men, guns and material captured.  The Italians, in their hurried retreats, sometime



Tuken prisoner by Hotlsh patrols operating ol the Abyvssinian border, e oo are Faseist native ansifiories from Ethiepia and Eritrea,
pressed Lito servien by thueir rulers. Maty of them ars niere boys.




Eack ol the dav's runte teate e

Another picture showing Seuth Adrican suldiers oL duty vu the Kupsa border, manning o mertar eiaplassent.. Merry Mortars”, nuiled to the
miud wall of the but i the foregronml
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Tu the 2kl eof 1he pripes rnd the Baeat 0F vhe krnas, Soann e Afriean solbivr v el al g rernile roebe wech, Flees are benline noctbward
Ll Ale i,

Bred and Lory b the vetdt these South African troops are adodrably equipged for bosh warfare,



Afbeagh the Mafiste risbed uporeinforcements. they were nnabl 1o holid Gallabat aginiostintense British assoult. This pictare < somw of
o Leoeg afger 1he ceviepation of Ve fort Whicd les alwnl theon in raine

A photographb takien after the Agid for Fort Gallulat, in which Khedesian afrerafe supporied the troops by bowlang and muchine-guining caemy
tansprl, Bratish soldiers ure seen cxamuning captured ialiou guas.



The i walls of the fort s Gallilat, which chaneed hands seve times in the bl and fow of froutier battles,  Gallabat stands {uy
woeded , braken cowites amd s it smoee thin o village, i
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Armutredscars nowvitg forwid oo tke Bhe dGinme Bl Wesdabeacs, i 1w Liboea diesaert,

Tound time to blose up anroaation duimps wied to burn stores, vel it wis neeessary Lo eall up 3,000 Grock
prsalts o salvige what renaimid,

O December 5th the Grecks took the port of Sauti Qoaranta, and contineed tleir northwird throst
towards Hlimara,  Next day Agvrokastio - the most important nuilitary buase in Seuthern Sbania—
felt inca their hiads,

These advanees were no mihtary promenacde,  The Greeks themselves westihed that e Tialians
wore Jghting fercelv. Hedalt after Leight Dad o be taken By hayonet Baliting, the mouniains were
Ave feet decp in stiow, there wis constant rain in the plaims, and hitterly cold winds.

Cortainly Farinaeel, Kditor of the Regdme Fasedsta, awd one of the leading atheists and pro-Gornians
ihe Faseist Party, Laed grounds Tor bis attaek on the Teadian Figh Command., whom he accused of Tack of
foresight and preparedness. But wis it the inle of Mareshal Badoglio 7 He was “relieved of Tis post
at his own request ' oon December Scly wnd there minst have been many in Huly who saw i this dig-
tigutshied soldive the sucevssor too the Vswollen Bull-{rog of the Pontine marshes,” The Tealian Cluef
of the Naval Stalt and the Governor of the Bodecanese {de Veeebi, o veteran Blackshirt) soon {ollowed
Budeglio into retirentent.

DT hus Mussoling wies desivnaie] i private b the shrewd Avannks

The war in Bastern Libyi, Froo their camwutlage octting, Beitish goos horled o horricane of sludls wl Fort aldalena,



A close-up pietore of the Britieh areillery bowbardinent of Fart Maddaleny , Tealizn outpest 1o Lastern Likva
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e

These wen boght for 3ussalivg, et theis aetive seevive was sborts They aee nadive franps eagsliered ontbae Lilsan border, Node the clgse-croppued
Deswel eof b oo o tlee Befl and the corioes beadgear of the odber two.

The indtiative remained with the Greeks ©oa great tribute to the military skilf of General Metasus
and Papagos, considering that Greeee was bat onesisth of Malv's size. Despite the terrible weather
they continued their atiacks, fghting on an eigliy mile front from the sea to the Yugoslay frontier,
Ivery day brought news of the caplure of wore prisoners and wir material,

Hirmara {ell on December 23nd, with 2g officers and 6557 men. A week Later, whon a heielit north of
Himara wus carried, the prisoners amotnted to o thewsand,  On the northern scector the enemy wis
urrale {o bear the bitter cold of the mountains above Lake Ochrid and it was ceported Trom Yugoslavia
that many honsads of THalians had crossed the fronticr and been interned,

Reinforcernents continued to arrive from Mady and heavy counter-attacks were delivered, particularly
from Tepelind and Klisura, i the centre sector, gnarding Valom, but they did not shake the Greeks,
The close of the vear found them standing firm with trusted leaders,  Sinee then Greeee has sustivined
terrible Bows, bt she retains the admiration of the whole world, Oetoher 28tl will Hyve not only in
the Tieroic aomals of Hellas, but as a turning-point in haman history,

 narell uneder armed cseort to the internmenl esmp,

A bateh of Italian native prisoners,

e in Ll



The frnt-out wee kege o an Latian wae plane, desteoved in the batele for Fort Gadlabat, Hrieish Tiresge aipove e vpesay out i oo shoert
Shiigetene whie [ wok she Baolons by sareprize,

The renants of the Ftalian gurrison at Fort Gailabat ane marched off as PrISAETS.,
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As owe have seen, the Britisk Avrmy in the Near Fast was compelled 1o adopt a defensive role by the
collapse of the French, (hy forces in Egvpt were smail, compared to those of the Htalians, One estimate
gave them s Sooon men against 250,000,

Our army., however, wis well cquipped, fully motorized, and conmanded by exceptionatly able
officers. S Madtlared Wilson, the G.OC, of the Armiv of 1he Nile, was famous as a sorategist before he
proved Linself oy Libvi, As 1o Siv Arelidbald Wavell, he was worth o Army Corps. He had been
Military Aitache with the Russian Army in the Coneisns inoro17, and narrowly escaped deith when the
Bolsheviks attacked the British Embassy in Petrograd, and had served with the Fgeptian Expeditionary
Toree froan 117 1g200 Duering 137 and 138 Le Iiad commanded the troops in Palestine and in
Transjordan, so that no one had & better knowledge of the vanous cross-currents of Near Fastern affairs,
Sir Andrew Canmtinghan and Sir Arthur Longiore, respectively commanding the Mediterrunean Fleot
wred the A F i the Near Fast, were collvagnes of an equal calibre,

Britislr ronpes sesting Jight anti-tink giens Likes feeen 0 Balians in Lilae,

At first owr armoured patrals took the offensive against the Hudban ontposts in Libva, On June 15th
the fort of Capuzzo was captared, with 2o0 prisoners, Next dav a dashing fitle action in this neighbour
hood was even wore suecessful, for the hooty included 11 tinks, 3 guns, and an Ttalian general,  Later,
we were to capture generils by the dozen, but the firs 1o Tie swept irto the net of our seouts was rightly
considered u valuable prize,

On June 28t Marshal Balbo, the Governar-Generad of Libva was killed in chromnstances which Liave
never been clearty expluined. According 1o o broadeast from Rome, Le had taken severad journalists in
his own seroplane to see an aiv fight. While his macline was approaching Tobruk lie saw that Halian
anti-aireraft batteries were in action,  Balbo's acroplane “immediately hurled itsell against ihe British
formation, bui was riddled v a shower of enemy Luilets and crashed.”  This was the Tealian story, hut
according 1o British sources our acroplanes were not near Tobruk on that diy. Tt has been suggestod
that his death may have been due to an ingenious and horrille method of sabotage invented by the
Gestapo. A sparking plug, attached to a magneto, is submerged in the petrol tank of an acroplane.
When the machine has been running some time, the sparking plug appears above the lovel of the petrod,



The efterupt v af Sl Bareand.  [esichs the bine waders ol tae Mecitermancan pies this Dalion tapk, alieniboead e 30 e oot

On one of their own lorries, captured Italian troops start their journey into capacity
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and ignites the mixture in the tank, causing an explosion.  General Mola, the right-hand man of General
Franco, is said to have heen murdered in this way.

By the end of Julv the talian losses in desert skirmishes amounted to 1500 officers and men, against
su of ours, and we had captured or destroved 15 Ginks, 16 s and 63 metor vehicles. Enviny forts
had been raided, convovs ambushed, patrols engaged witle such continuad seecess that the Ttalians only
moved oud of their strong-points very heavily guarded. Their usual formation was o “'elnster™ composed
of three or four tanks, ten or twelve gut lorres, and motaorized infantry with heavy machine guns, They
moved with suel immense precautions that they ended by remaining almost stationary, and not sending
out swltictent putrols. Wihen attacked by our skimmishers they withdrew Tike torfoises into their shells,

Thev budlt good reads, Tadd pipe Bnesand tried . not withont suceess 1o colonise the desert, but they
mever regarded 1t as woe did s aomameenvre-prontnd onowhaclh fo defeat the enemy.

A wireles gperator s seen ol wock oo dos it oot Weslern Diesort,

sir Maitland Wilson, the GUO.CL the Army of the Nk, had onlv a viery smali foree with which to carry
out rabds sicll as that on Capuzzo. Australians, New Zealanders and Tndians were wriving, as woll as
troops and tanks from Lome, but meanwhile he was outnumbered by three or Tour to one both in men
and maechines.  And in Egypt, although the majority of the people looked on the British with favour,
there was a large Ttaling population, and other unreliable clements.  These had to be watched, Troops
had to be trained in desert Lactics, and in co-operation with the Roval Air Foree,  Avrodromes needed
improvement.  Vast quantitics of material had to be assembled and distributed at strategic points
before anv seriows offensive was possible,

Making o virtue of necessity, Wivell seems (o huve been responsible for some astute moves to lure the
Itahans "up the path”- certaindy no garden path - leading to Alexandsiy, Cairo headquarters explained
the smallness of our lorces, the insuificieney of our armaments, our dangerons position in Egypt.
In London, military cireles declared that if we lost the Sucz Canal it would not be the (nd of the war,
If gloom wax not deliberutely encoaraged, it was certainly infoerred. Reinforcements were hastening
round the Cape to Cairo-- an 11,000 mile journev—and it was important ihat the Axis Powers should
underestimate our preparations.  So far did this poliey go that it is alleged (se non ¢ vero ¢ ben frovato)
that onc of Wavell's own staff officers went to him carly in December, hefore the attack that was to sweep
the ltalians out of Cyrenaica to ask whether the rumours of our weal position could possibly be true ?

Un September 12th the enemy's defences west of the Egvptian frontier were visibly thickening.,  Next
day the Italians came down from the high escarpment of Cyvrenaica, through the sieep Hallava
{""Hell-fire"”) Pass, and occcupied Sollum,  Three dayvs later they had pushed on as far as Sidi Barrani



The hattle

nents of (e fort of Wagin, in the worthern frontice clesebl of Kenva,
ok enlibiog
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Trenches ontside the fort of Wajir, manoel Iy nien of thi dalek Const lufaniry.
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{September 16th} mecting with consideralle opposition from our rear-puinds. The Navy took o hand.
shelling Sidi Rarrant and the road near Sollum nest day, with what were Taconicallv deseribed s goaod
results.”  Moanwhile our forces T vetived 1o Mersa Matrull, 75 miles away.

During (he two-and-a-hall menths which followed, Talian troops conterted themselves with estab-
lishing outposts aned preparing an advaneed base, with great guantitics of munitions and provisions, A
pipe-line was consiricted 1o bring much-needed water to Sidi Barrani 0 and by the end of November it
hatd Deen bronght as G oas Bug-boeg, balf way between Sollim and Sidi Barrani, The thiree humdied
Ttulians working on it when taken prisoner in Decenther, asked 1o De allowed to remain at their posts, in
arder 1o complete their task.

Marshad Graziion has beenn biuned for ot advancing more gquicklv, Buot the height of stoumer is o
L seagon for o campalgn in Fgvpt,  He would have been foolish to Tatnel his troops further into @

Flee st al Sagbotibhon dann it Chestsatds of Britisle saldiers who served o U s st o oeeipied Tae i Badiame,

witerless desert, with a dangerous bottle-neck hehind him, until he had improvedshis communications
from Tobronk wiad Burdi,  Only 1o bring water to his advanced troops, one undred Halian orries made
a daily trp between Sollum and Ridi Barrani, - The Beitish were cortainly few in number, hut they
occupied the railliead of the Alexundria line, and possessed plentifol supplics in their rear, And it must
abwavs be remembered (eertainly the Ttalians were never allowed to forget i) that the Mediferranean
Fleet commanded the coast road, and that the RAT had already proved that Tallan Aghters wore
clumsy, and NMalian hombers slow.

The Fast of Kamisdant was 1o Legin on Octolwr 4rd, wind would last unti! the joth 0 during this scason
Moslans abstain [rom food and dreink from somrse 1o sanset, and although their religious Jeaders can
dispense them from the rigoars of ahstinence this is only done for a. Holy War.  The Libvan levies of
Graziani were already disaffected and i ne mood 1o fight a fiad Tor @ master whom they Tated,

Graziani probabiy guessed that Wavell would have liked to tempt him further iuto the desert. - But
to Mussolini, sitting in Romue, and accustomed merely to hammmer his desk in order 1o have his wishes
accomplished, the delay was tedious,  The diversion in Greeee on October 28th was designed to belp the
campaign in Egvpt.  Instead, owing to the heroism of our allics, and the courage of Wavell and Longinore
in sending acvroplancs to Greeee, the invasion added new and serious diffienltics to the position of the
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Fascists. Italy was soon to have half a dozen wars on her hands ; and on .November 21st a cheerless
statement was issued in Rome regarding the difficulties of the Egyptian campaign, what with the climate,
the water -shortage, and the " 300,000 troops, .divisions ol the British Army," which
were said to he facing the Italians. However, an attack was contemplated soon, probably when a
consignment ol'Jorries sent irom Italy had arrived at Sidi Barram. An order Irom F.raziani was .found on
prisoners, taken on December 9th, stating that "the Bkekshirts in Libya, together with the armed forces,
send out theii thoughts to the I)\ir, m the certainty of victory."

No doubt, (iia/.iaui hnnsefj was less certain of victory that the commander of his advanced striking
force. Information as to WaveH's movements was haid to jjvt. After the swoops and pounces of
September then- was sonlet Inn..; sinister al >ouf the calm in t he desert. JBritish troops, tanks, trucks. Lums,
were sunk out of sieht, appeal me sometiines at unexpected places in the interior lor a swift and savage
raid, then vanishing again into the mirage.
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Only seven of Wavell's senior stall officers were acquainted with the plan of attack which be*an on
December 7th. when our forces left Mersa Matruh. The very troops who were to lead the fust assault
thought until the last quariei of an hour. that they were engared on one of the Kictical exercises which
they had so often practised, during recent weeks. At Navy and Air Force headquarters a few more
officers were in the know, but the whole operation tanks smashing through troin the south, the Navy
pounding Sidi Barrani irom the north, and the k.A.F. plastering all aerodromes in fyrenaica (on the
night of December 8th, 25 Tons of bombs weic dropped at Benghazi alone)— was coordinated and carried
out in the strictest seciecy.

In the dark hours of Saturday night, December 7th, an armoured division went out into the desert, in a
south-westerly direction, followed by a brigade of niotoriscd infantry. When clay broke on Sunday, the
column halted and the men lav down. Their orders were to remain still. They were unable to li*ht fires
lest smoke should reveal their presence. To our troops, lying' there under the vast arc of sky. with
nothing to do, in a cold wind, with only cold food to eat. and even then" water -supply strictly limited,
this day must have seemed more than usually boring. They could not know that they were making
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history. But it was here, during this long, dull, disciplined immobility, that the coming battles were
more than hall won,

Jlow much hinged on that water ! Had our force been discovered, it would haw given the Italians
a taste of its quality, but without the element of surprise, and the' means to exploit it, Wavell's main
objective could not have been attained. He might have been able to report a successful skirmish at
Sidi Barrani. but not a break-through and pursuit. He would have been compelled to return for oil
and water, and then begin again from Mersa Matrtih.

Our force was not discovered. Kven our own tighter pilots, keeping the skies clear of the cnemv,
could hardly discern our scattered and camouflaged formations.

On that Sunday morning, when a lew hundred British tanks stood merged with the rocks of the
desert, and some three thousand of our soldiers remained as motionless as salt-bushes, the Italian position
at Sidi Barrani contained the 23rd Army Corps, numbering 50,000 men. It consisted of a Blaekshirt

division, and two Libyan divisions, and General Maletti's armoured column of light and medium tanks,
which was to be the spearhead of the attack on Lgvpt. They were to be joined next day, or the day
alter, by the o.jth Division ol regulars, then marching from Bardia, making a total of 05,000 men.

AN wa> nearly icadv for the advance to Cairo. The position swarmed with troops. There were
petrol dumps, ammunition parks, heaps of tinned food, plenty of Chianti and confidence. Little was
lacking except news <f the enemy.

General Gallina. commanding the jjrd Corps, and his ofhcers were well content with the dispositions
thev had made. Indeed, the major part of the eastward defences were wcll-biaccd against a British
attai k, with wire, tank-traps and gun-emplacements.

The Italian position was a triangle, with its apex pointing south, to Kir Sofati in the desert, 25 miles
.south of Sidi Barrani, The northern base of the triangle ran along the coast from Alaktila, 12 miles east
0! Sidi Barrani, to a point six miles west. At Sofaji, on the v(\i** of the desert escarpment, there was a
strong group of camps, then a gap, then the fortified posts of Nibeiwa, JJabsa, Last Tuminar. and West
Turmnar, and a chain ol outposts to Maktila. The flawsin this line which had been discovered weeks
before by one of. Wavell's staff- were- two : a gap between Sofati and Nibeiwa, wliich could be used by
tanks to take the northern positions in rear, and second, that Nibeiwa was a sort of "Beau Geste" camp,
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surrounded by a double stone wall, which wonld Tiuve heen all very well ag o defence in the frontier warfare
of twenty vears ago, but was an inadequate obstacle against tanks, especially when defended by irregular
troups, ws Nibeiwa was,

Before darkness fel on Sunday {Tecember Sth) our motorised infantry brigade stretched its eraniped
limbs and mounted its vebicles again, parting company fram the armoured division, which remained in
its hiding place. A dong column of oar vihicles new headed south-cast, towards Bir Sofaf, reising o
clael of dust which could Le seen JTor miles.  But when niglt came, it changed it course, and headed
novth again, {o take its place behind the wrmonred division, which was ereeping through the gap,

Buth forees bivouacked for a time, having reached their rendezvons with viclory,  Not for an instant

An bealiens Mo captared ot FEIDWak b sl Briteh fervee Ted By Capete 10 805000 Berlerson pwearing sl Caplain Tenderonn som
the Meditae s Cnveeael Poe Asannn, of Lhe Rt African Hitles oo, Lhe Mlitars ﬁ](“l.‘l!.

dict the Tadians imagine that o powerful foree ad already passed through their defenees. The most they
expected was a brush with a reconnaissance columm,

A diwn on Monday, December gth, the semnolent Libvans ot Nibeiwa, who were supposed to be
g a post at every Aty vards of their stone defenees, heard in their rear the crunch and clatter of
tanks over rocky gronmd. They turned, but it was too late. Gur armoured division, spitting flame and
death, roared over wire entanglements, the double wall, and the machine-gun nests, erushing everything
inits path,  Generad Malett was killed at his post,  His second-in-command, Colonel Giuslreda, was made
aprisoner.  We were completely taken by surprise,” the Tatter afterwirds admitted,

There was no time to count the prisoners or booty, Tor the division went forward to atfack Jast
Tummar, then to West Tummar, Habsa was isolated, and surrendercd (o Indian troops on December
1ith, During ihiz day, Indian troops roeunded up 34,000 of the enemy at a cost of 28 men kitled el
50 wounded.

By moontight on December oth (the moon reached her full on the 13th} one of our armoured brigades
Tieaded north-west, to the coust near Bug-hig, o cut off the Halian retreat. 11 encountered beavy
resistance, ten miles from the coast, und wits only able to advance on the afternoon of the following day.
By then Sidi Barrani lad been captured.
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The motorised infantry which had followed the armoured division consisted of o South Country
battalion, Highlanders, and Midlunders,  Much deperded on the speed and vigour of its attack, At
dawn ot Toesday, December 1oth, it went forward to consolidate the previous day's succesa, A Black-
shirt division was holding the position before Sid0 Barrani, with well-sited, machine guns, protected by
wire, and ample artillery support.

Tl numerical odds against us were enormous, The dssue was still in the badanee, aithough the collapse
of the outer coonps, und espectally of Maletti's mobile column, nmust have muel dismaved the Tadians,
But had they resisted to the uttermost ot Sidi Barrand, we could never have broken into Libva when
we did.

Tlhe South Country battalion worked round the leit fank, and called on some nearby tanks (o help,
and the Midlanders, on the right flank, woere alile to eniist the support of our motorised agtilers, Both

Evidence of the ceuseless Jubnuering Fort Capozzo veeeived while in Talion Jeosds @5 provided ine this pdeture froan dhe desert Baeefs froni,
Faratish Brew i carticrs are seen gading theie way st buildiogrs shatters] T shell-ree.

these attacks made gond progress. At two o'clock in the afternoon {Decemboer 1oth) the Highlanders, in
the centre, who had not up ta that time made much progress, charged (he position fucing them at the
point of the bayonet, creating havoe amongst the Blackshirts in the front line {renches,

A sandstorm came on, limiing visibility to zoo vards, hut already the white-walled houses of Sidi
Barrani were i sight, and the sea beyond them. From east and west and south British troops poured in.
A strongly fortified position had been captured in face of @ greatly superior enemy in numbers and supplies,
cquipped with all the modern weapons of defence.

The armourcd brigade, which had been held up at Bug-lmg during the 1oth, broke through the
Malians during the night.  Next day it encountered on the coustal road the G3th Ttalian Division of
regulars, on (heir way from Soltom to Sidi Burrami. The whole foree- - 13,000 men, together withy their
transport und ancillary sarvices- surrendered in a body,

For some days it was impossible to gauge the extent of our victory.,  An early ecstimate of 2o000
priseniers was an understatement @ the truth was nearer 40,000, The Corps Commander, two Divisionad



The spdeandish cxploits of ahe Tuclinn Diviser ue e Fa e of sidk Barroni are keown to all. Here ioa chevelal photverapd of theic colmbinder,
Alapor-Ceortiera] Berslord-ateirse, leaning aoninst o eapiured lorey with two of his oftieer..

Evideace of the Falian' headbiog retreat.  Gins captured frean the onsruy ot the taking of Sidi Barraoi, which fell with the Joss of thousauds
of prisoners.  [alian “seveuty-tives' s Hght autemwatios ean be distinguisbed,



300 BRITAIN AT WAR : THE ARMY

Commanders and a large number of other senior officers had been taken, and immense quantities of war
material ; four Italian divisions had been scattered, captured or destroyed.
"Perhaps their hearts are not in their work" Mr. Churchill said of them, while paving tribute to Italian
courage in the Four Years War. "Perhaps they have been so long controlled and disciplined and ruled
that they have not hit those virile emotions . . . which are best nourished by discipline imposed
on freedom."

By Saturday. December 14th a week alter the start of operations from Mersa Matruh units of our
armoured brigade were already inside the Libyan border, and some had even reached the road from Bardia
to Tobruk. There was confusion and dismay all alone; the Italian line of communications, from Benghazi
to Solium. In constant sand storms the main body of our tanks and infantry were beine; rushed as fast
as wheels could take them to Halfaya Pass.

"I he heights were carried with magnificent dash, and Solium and Fort Capuzzo fell on December 16th
to our advance striking lone, together with the frontier posts of Musaid, Sidi Omar and Shefferzeii,
extending southwards into the desert, and built by the Italians not so much to iniard against British
attack as to keep disaffected Libyans from crossing into .F.Lrvptian territory. In Solium we packed
Italian prisoners into the wire < aiMs they had designed (or the captives they had hoped to take on the
linneh to Cairo.

No success on this scale had ever before been achieved with such small loss. Up to December 19th
our casualties were 72 killed and 738 wounded. Fnemy casualties in killed and wounded could not be
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accurately ascerlained but must be aumbered in thousands,  Up to the end of the year we bad already
counted 38,114 prisoners, of whom 24,845 were Hahans.  The battle-area from Sidi Barrani 1o the outer
defences of Bardia was full of wandering 1talians and escaping Libvans, tunks, cars, stores, live and
dead mules.  An endless line of Imperial troops, stretching ail the wav back to Alexandria, was moving
steadily westward, to carry the Union Juck 1o Bardia and beyond, And that was only the beginning of
the campaign.

We cammot leave the Armiy of the Nile before Bardia, with its future anrecorded, but must follow it
across the frontier to the vietory of the yvear al Benghazl.
O the forenoon of the dayv when Sollum foll (Decemer 166h) (he weather cleared, and the pursuit

Frevizle artitber v inZaceime oo e drantaers of soelan el Abasinia,

was continned releotlesslv. By Decetsher 1ath the Tealians under the command of General Berganzoli
-—two Blackshirt Divisions, the 62nd Regulur Division, and part of the 63rd Division—were locked into
Bardia.  The outer ving of defences, on wlieh the cnemy had worked for four vears, extended for five
miles on cither side of the port. In this semicirele forty forts had been constriteted, manaed by thirty to
forty soldivrs cach. Before it ran a tank-trap, sivteen feet wide and ten feel deep. There were also
numerows cives and gullics, switabje for a desperate resistanee. Berganzoli telegraphed to Mussoling
that the defences were impregnable and it was apparentiy helieved in Rome that the garrison could held
ot at Jeast two months, to give time for troops 10 be sent in relicf Trom Tripoli.

To prepare for the assanll was not the work of @ moment.  The rhythm of the pursuit lengthened
but did not slacken. While our advanced forees tapped the defences at variows points, and the RAF.
hammered the [talians, hard and often, reinforcements and supplics were heing assembled with masterly
speed and precision su that omee the attack was aunched it penetrated much more than the Bardia
defences ; from then onwiard the campaign continued with constant acecleration.  And this in spite
of exceptionally bad weather,

In Ttaly there was consternation (although Gavda wrote that “the Ttaliens have fought this battle
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gloricusly, realising that upon its issue the outcome of the war depends,''y und in Germany the Frankfirter
Zetting declared in a curious jcading avcticle (December 15th) that “ I Traly should collapse like a house of
cards the British plans will huve been proved right, but we expect, with Gavda, that Taly will resist,
especially as she has large reserves at her disposal.™

The reserves existed, by the million in Ttady, and in their thousands at Tripoli, but they could not e
brought in the right numbers to the right place, until the Germans, with their superior organisation, and
large resostrees, remedied the disaster, But nothing that they Bave done has diminished the value of
Wavell's daring advance.  No new theeat to Kgvpt can restore Graziani's army, nor diminish the
geographical ditfhienllics of the Axis in (his theatre,

On tle moming before the attack (Jannary 2nd) our gunboats ran twe gauntlet of the coastal batteries
of Bardia and shelled the town at 5. 50 a.m., followed by warships, witl: eme ton shells, at 8 o'clock. Fires
started by provious raids lad been buming for a week, “The Halians now expected that the erisis was
moving 1o its climae, but they had to wait.  No surprise such s had won the dav ol Sidi Barraon was
again possible. There the Halians were alled into seeming security @ here the trapped enemy was kejat
on tenterhooks,

Zero hour was 5,30 am. on Friday, Janvary 3eed. Bofore the Anstradiins- voung troops, not yet
tested in battle, but soon to gain a glory equal to that of their futhers in the Foor Years Wi —-fay barbed
cintanglemoents, land-mines and machine gun nests extending toa depth of tonr miles,

A wellstradned iy, working ta a carstully prepared plan, wis respnsible for the Swife ifritish advanee lato Tibya. T'his pieture shows Australian
infunlry advancing on Bardin.
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A feint was made by a detachiment of Australians at the south-vast corner of the perimeter, and Free
French forces worked round to the north-west, where they canght some Ttalians trying to escape,  The
s thrust was delivered at the centre, where a valley cut the outer defunees into two distinet parts.

Our heavy tanks struck first, followed by ihe Australians with fixed . bayvonets. Shells from our
artillery sereamed overhead,  More shells came froan the north-cast, where the Moediterranean Fleet was
cleared for action,  Overhead swooped British dive-bombers,  Tunks und “diggers” went forward
swifthy and surely. Clonds of smoke and duost drilted across then from the stricken city,

This first drive carried the attackers so ar that within a Tew hoors the Italian position was cut m two.
Thie valley along which the main advance had heen made led Lo the south shore of the port, and here the
Australians cstablished themselves. ALl dav mopping-up continoed, thousands of Ttalians coming out
of hiding places when once they saw iat we had carvied the outer defenees. Some even had their bags
packed, reads Tor cuprivity.

T L T - B T s .
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Fighting in the northern seetor continned on January gth, but with diminishing intensity, and all
resistance ceased at 190 pan, on the stlL when e Ttalian flag was haoied down fronm Government
House,  Our caswaltios had been fess ilian Goo, and we had taken more than oo prisoners,

General Berganzoli, seving the situation was hopeless, escaped with some of is staff during the night
of Junuary 4thesth. The party passed through the British lines on oot reaching Tobrak five days Taler.
When Tobruk fell he took the lust acroplane out to Thema, and organised the resistance there until his
artillery ran out of ammunition, when he escaped to Renghazd,

Onee again, Wilson gave no respite to the eneinv,. Tobruk, the best harbour in North Alrica, oh which
the Tascists had spent mitlions, is 75 miles from Bardia, Tts western oxits were scized by our advance-
guards on January &th, and the nain body of the Army of tle Nile arrived there on the 121k, when
the meoon was full and the weather hine.

A day later, however, o sundstorm blew up, und increased to the force of a hurricane by Uiv 15th, 50
that lorries were overturned and tents and telegraph poles blown down. For some days all operations
were impossible,
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“Operitions were impossible ' is a statement giving little idea of the hardships of this campaigning,
The sky was black, the sand penctrated everywhere, even the pores of the skin, Everything tasted of
sand.  LEvery mechanism was clogged with it and nowadays an army is all machinery, even the infantry
with its lotries and all kinds of light artillerv, as well as rifles. For o month our army had been fighting
without panse or rest or shelter, in hitter cold by night and a treacherons sun by day, on short rations and
against seperior numbers, Yot there were few sick, and Tew mechanical breakdowns, 1t is not invidions,
whure all did so well, 1o sav that the Royal Armoeured Corps deserves the Tighest pradse, [or theirs was the
hardest task of all, in the maintenance of their fighting vehicles during those suftocating storms, ad
they bore the hront of the battles.

Seventeen days after Bardia, Tobruk was taken {Jamary 22nd) by the Australian Division, which had
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punetrated the outer defences the previous day, and taken up positions dominating the town. An Halian
Corps Cormmnander, a Divisional Commander, two other Generals, an Admiral, and many naval and
military stufl officers [oll into our hands, out of i total of 2o,o00 prisoncers, Our casualties were utder 500
and we evacnated 2,000 Italian wounded,  These figures speak for thiemscelves.

On the day following (Jumtary 23rd) our wnneured units were already in touch with the enemny at
Derna, roo miles further west,

With the fall of Tobruk the deor of Cyrenaica had been foreed open,  Egypt was safe and the Jtalian
army was on the run. Was there a chance of trapping the enemy troops at Benghazi, as the other
garrisons had been canght » 0 Wavell thought there was,  The ltaliuns at Benghazi, making careful
calculations of time and distance, theught not ; but Wavell wus right by two hours.

The pursuit continued to Derna, where owr troops found o strong natural poesition, and the most
determined defenee yot made by the enemy. Fighting continued for three days in the hills and valleys
round the port, hefore the garrison was driven out.
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While this force was advancing by the coastal road to Benghazi. taking Derna on January 30th, and
Cyrene on February 3rd, our armoured division wits engaged on a most hazardous and ambitions project.
Along the good road by the sea-shore, north of the Green Mountains, the distance from Tobruk to Benghazi
is 260 miles, but their is a short cut souih of the mountains much shorter on paper, but actually
240 miles, owing to its windings leading to a point seventy miles south of Benghazi and west of Soluk.
It is only a camel track.

At the village of Mekiili, 135 miles from Tobruk. the vanguard ol" this fonv encountered hen. e
opposition on January 20th and 27th. It drove the Italians off, and by the time IVnia had fallen
(January jotliJ the division had assembled .secretly at Mekiili. By February ;rd, wiicn Fyrene led, all

was ready for the dash to the eoast. The object was to surround the Italians who wei v about to ret! eat
from Benghazi.
Kvervthini; was sacrificed to speed. Men's water was reduced to a ejass a day. and sleep to a lew hours.

A storm of lain, with icy wind, added to the difficulties ol the darkness. < )ver salt bushes, anthills and
boulders the column bumped its way, Jed by compass bearing, with hardly a halt lor ;o0 hours, until it
had covered 150 miles, and was within si*ht of the sea. Men and tanks stood the strain marvellously.

(>n the afternoon of "February 5th our advanced units struck near Soluk, between the vanguard of the
Italian retreat and the main body of the enemy, which it surprised in column route. Another detach-
ment- a motorised battalion of Rifles, with a battery of artillery bad made a dash still furthei south,
and had held up the head of the Italian column.

General Tellera, the (i.().(\ of the Italian loth Army, had with him some 20,000 men and 150 tanks
of a new and powerful type, the My; ; together with motorised artillery and antitank LUIIIS. HIS first
effort to break through our encirclement was an attack towards the sea-coast.

‘I he Italians were at bay, and fought desperately : some of their tanks actually reached battalion
headquarters. It was a crucial moment. YYe were outnumbered by Jive to one, and our men had been
thrown straight into the battle after thirty-six hours of an exhausting forced maich. They held on like
bulldogs and knocked out the leading Italian tanks with the few rounds remaining to their Bofors puis.
I hiring the ni“ht, ammunition and tank mines were rushed to them fjom the main body.

Had Tellera attacked our eastern flank he miuht have succeeded in forcing a passage for Ins vehicles
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and infantry. because OUT vaniuiaid had pushed on so last that there was a gap between it and the main
body. But the stubborn resistance of the Rifles was well rewarded, lor hardly a man, tank, or gun of
the enemy escaped.

BY the morning of the 6th our main body was astride the Italian line ol retreat. Still the issue was
doubtful, for we had travelled Jar and fast, and were greatly outnumbered. For fifteen hoiu.s a tre-
mendous tank battle raided, with varying fortunes, but at last tile Italians be*an to run short of
ammunition, and lost many of their vehicles over the land mines we had laid during the night. When
sixty Italian tanks had been destroyed, and some ten thousand troops had been made prisoner, the
remainder surrendered.

General Tellera was mortally wounded in a tank in which he had been commanding the operations.
General Berganzoli and five other generals were captured. In the wreckage of that field lay the hopes of
the new Fascist Empire.

Meanwhile, the Australian division, advancing rapidly from Derna. took the town and port of
Benghazi without serious resistance. Our armured patrols pushed on southwards, as far as El Aglicla,
175 miles from Benghazi.

Our victory resounded throughout the world. Had, Waved halted his troops at Tobruk, after having
advanced 225 miles in six weeks, the Libyan campaign would still have been accounted an important
success. Now he had advanced 500 miles in ciidit weeks. He had. smashed the Italian North African
Army and had proved beyond peradwnturc that our generals, as well as our soldiers of the lattei even
the enemy had always entertained .1 wholesome respect were worthy of our traditions. In all we had
taken oxw 1 ;0.000 prisoners (more prisoners than we had troops in Libya! including nineteen (ieiicrals
and. an Admiral. Enemy troops killed, wounded and sick amounted at least to another Jo,000. "The
red star ol the Island troops had risen," as Mr. Winston Churchill saysin his Marlborough, " and there was
a quality in their attacks which seemed to raise the fierceness a\ the war to a new derive." Soon that
star was to shine on other battlefields.
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