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PASSING T H E H O U S E S O F P A R L I A M E N T 

A column of troops marching across Parliament Square towards Westminster Bridge. Londoners soon got used to seeing troops on the march, 







INTRODUCTION 
T H E s tory of these days, so b ig w i t h fate, must a t present be pro­
vis ional , for the necessary documents for a considered account are not 
yet available. 

My indebtedness to various wr i ters is indica ted by footnotes, and I 
w o u l d add to t h e m Hutchinson 's Pictorial History of the War and the 
Bulletin of International Affairs, published by the R o y a l I n s t i t u t e of 
In t e rna t i ona l Affairs. 

I am also deeply grateful to my fr iend Miss Mur i e l Currey, O .B .E . , 
for her assistance and advice. 

A l t h o u g h the f i rs t chapters make g loomy reading, the s tory brightens 
as i t develops—at least the facts make the imagina t ion g l o w — a n d 
a l though I had in tended to finish the book at the end of 1940, I could 
not forego the pleasure of w r i t i n g a sketch—incomplete, of course—of 
the events leading to the ba t t le of Benghazi and the magnificent c u t t i n g -
out operat ion of the R o y a l A r m o u r e d Corps. 

F . Y . - B . 
B A R L E Y E N D , 

T R I N G . 

April, 1941. 
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The a t tack on Po land appeals to have been planned by the German General Staff for Augus t 25th 1 

but was delayed by Hi t l e r ' s orders, perhaps because he thought that lie might s t i l l , at the last moment , 
detach England and France from their guarantee to Poland. However, e v e n day's delay endangered 
the m o b i l i t y of he German tanks, which w o u l d have been bogged in the plains of Poland if the a u t u m n 
rains had broken earlier than usual. That they broke much later than usual added one more blow to the 
bludgeoning which Fate had reserved for the heroic Polish A r m y . 

Before the sun rose on September 1st—at 5 a .m.—German moto r bicyclists shot across the Polish 
f ront ier w i t h exhausts roaring, followed by tanks, whi le dive bombers screamed overhead. 

Other bombers flew straight to the ail fields beyond the Vis tu la , and to the oil wells in Eastern Poland, 
wreaking (heir havoc prac t ica l ly unhindered, for there had been no declaration of war. 

It was the blitzkrieg, long discussed in m i l i t a r y circles in all the capitals of Europe, but at that t ime 
only ful ly understood and practised by the rulers of Germany, when 1 the men and weapons had been 
assembled and tested in manæuvres. 

Poland, w i t h its j.4,500,000 inhabi tants , could have mustered -;,000,000 men on a war foot ing, but at 
the request of the French and Bri t ish Governments mobi l isa t ion had been delayed t w o d a v s , and had only 
begun on August 3oth , so that her forces numbered no more than one m i l l i o n at the out break of the war. 

She was psychologically as well as ma te r i a l ly unprepared for sudden and l igh tn ing war. Danzig and 
its Corridor had been for so long a bone of content ion that the man in the street d id not contemplate 

1 Final Report by Sir Nev i l r Henderson. Command paper 6115 of 1939. 
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The first and second columns ad­
vanced from Pomerania and East 
Prussia., converging on Bromberg, 
w i t h the object of cu t t i ng off the 
Polish troops in the Danzig Corridor. 

The t h i r d co lumn advanced south­
w a r d from Past Prussia in the 
d i rec t ion of Warsaw. This d iv ided 
in to two parts : (a) one branch i n ­
vesting Warsaw from the n o r t h ; 
(b) the other inarching southwards 
and eastwards to encircle the capi ta l . 

The fourth column crossed the 
frontier at the Carta River and 
moved to the nor th west of Poznan, 
then turned south in the direct ion 
of Lodz. 

The f i f th , from German Silesia, 
marched to Czestoehowa. It then 
divided into two parts : (a) marching 
no r th towards Lodz to join the fourth 
co lumn ; (b) to the industr ia l areas 
of Radom and Kielce. 

The s ix th column at tacked p o m 
the Moravian Gate on the Silesian 
border, w i t h Cracow as its objective. 

The seventh column assembled 
in the "p ro t ec t ed" state of Slovakia, 
and marched over the Carpathians. 
It then bisected : (a) one part making 
for Cracow to join the s ix th co lumn, 
(b) one par t m a k i n g for Przemysl 

Four "pincers'" were in oper­
a t ion ; the first to encircle the Polish 
troops in the Corridor, the .second 
Warsaw, the t h i r d Lodz, the fourth 
Cracow. 

Exact disposition and strength 
of the forces employed have natur­
a l ly not yet been disclosed by either 
side, but we may assume as an ap­
p rox ima t ion to figures which w i l l 
on ly be available in years to come -
that Germany used in the Polish 
campaign 2.000 aeroplanes, 5,000 
tanks and five armies, making a. 
t o t a l of about 1 ,250,000 men. 

The Germans left no th ing to 
chance. If the armoured divisions 
or their motor ised colleagues had 
'failed, they possessed great reserves 
of in fan t ry w i t h horse-drawn trans­
port (some 200.000 horses), and 
many regiments of cavalry might 
also have been t h r o w n in to the 
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r a p i d l y towards Mlawa, on the Danzig-Warsaw ra i lway . They were checked here by a Polish d iv i s ion , 
and tu rned eastward, where they fought a night ba t t le by the aid of incendiary shells and seal chl ights , 
set t ing whole villages alight in order to f ind the Polish troops. They defeated .mother Polish d iv is ion 
here, d r i v i n g it back across the Narew. 

The divis ion hold ing Mlawa now had to give way and on the evening of September n th the German 
troops readied the Narew . 

In the centre, the Germans probed here and there to find a passage, and eventual ly threw in two 
armoured d iv i s i on - before the city of Czestorhowa, when- they q u i c k l y penetrated. This force then 
thrust forward on three lines : (a) towards Warsaw : (b) towards Kielce : (c) towards Sandomierz at the 
j unc t ion of the Vis tu la and San r ivers . 

The first of these columns ( m a k i n g , for the capital) swept forward w i t h the greatest boldness. It had 
reached Piotrkow (75 miles from the frontier) by September 5 th , Rawa (40 miles further on the way to 
Warsaw) by the 6 th , and on September 8th it fought its way in to the city, fifty miles ahead of any troops 
fol lowing i t . 

It was then recalled, to deal w i t h a fierce Polish c o u n t e r - a t t a c k from the d i rec t ion of K u t n o ; but 
meanwhi le the Polish, Government had left Warsaw (September 6th) and had sought safety in L u b l i n . 
The K u t n o offensive could not be ma in t a ined w i t h d i m i n i s h i n g supplies of a m m u n i t i o n , and in the 
p r e v a i l i n g unce r t a in ty on other parts of the f ront . 

The campaign was a perfect i l l u s t r a t i on of the fact that v i c t o r y in war to -day depends on questions of 

supply and commun ica t i on . The Polish air force was d r iven out of the air not by lack of courage, but 
lack of fuel, spare parts, repair facilities, and a capable H igh Command . Spies were everywhere . The 
Germans knew almost eve ry th ing , and the .Polish A r m y almost n o t h i n g about what was 
happening. 

Neither Che President of Poland nor the Headquar ters Staff f o u n d safety in retreat . 'I hey and the 
Embassies and Legations which accompanied them, were bombed at L u b l i n , and again at Krzemienicc, 
near the Soviet b o n d e r . They were on ly spared at the i r final refuge in Zalesezyki owing to the collapse 
of al l resistance except that of Warsaw. 

The second of the German columns wh ich had. captured Czestochowa pushed on f r o m Kielce to 
Radom. The t h i r d leached the confluence o| the San and the Vis tula on September 10th . 

In the south , two German light a rmoured divis ions and one d iv is ion of m o u n t a i n troops effected the 
passage of the Carpathians . They were q u i c k l y successful, though they lost for ty tanks in one a t tack . 
They af terwards d iv ided into t w o columns, directed towards Cracow and Przemysl respect ively. 

By September 10th the whole Polish front had been broken. and the back areas of the coun t ry had 
been thrown in to confusion and dismay. S t i l l the tanks swept on. Those of the nor the rn group crossed 
the 'Narew at Rozan, and pushed on towards Brest- L i t o v s k . In the south there was a tank versus tank 
ba t t l e at Rzeszow, in wh ich the Germans were d r iven f rom the held w i t h the loss of seven tanks, but this 
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S T A L E M A T E 

AT eleven o'clock on Sunday morning of September 3rd those British citizens who were not in church or 
chapel, must almost a,ll h a w been gathered round. a radio set. 

Was it to be peace or war ? Even at that hour perhaps because of "wishful t h i n k i n g , " a. phrase 
Iong ago s truck in the psychologists ' min t but not at that time in common currency many of us held 
to the belief that somehow or other this horror w o u l d be averted . . . but the very first words of the 
Pr ime Minis ter ' s broadcast showed that the iron had entered in to his soul, as it was to enter ours. 

No reply had come to our demand for a w i t h d r a w a l of German forces from Poland. A state of war 
existed between ourselves and Germany. " Y o u can imagine ." he cont inued, 'Achat a b i t t e r blow it is to 
me that al l my long s t r u c k - to win peace has failed. Yet I cannot believe that there is a n y t h i n g more, or 
a n y t h i n g different, that I could have done that would have been more successful. 

'Up to the very last it wou ld h a w been qui te possible to have arranged a. peaceful and honourable 
sett lement between Germany and Poland, but H i t l e r wou ld not h a w i t . He had ev ident ly made up his 
m i n d to a t tack Poland whatever happened . - -

"There is no chance of this man giving up his practice of using force to gain his w i l l . He can only be 
stopped by force. 

" I t is the ev i l things that we shall be fighting against- brute force. bad fa i th , injustice, oppression, 
and persecution and against them I am certain that the right w i l l p r e v a i l . " 

As if to dr ive home the significance of Mr . Chamberlain 's words, the wai l of the 
of tha t Sunday morn ing . It was a false a l a rm, but a f i t t i n g prelude to that period 
the "Maainot m e n t a l i t y " p r e v a i l e d ; the period 
when it was believed that all we had to do to wan _ 
was to sit t ight under cover, and let the N a v y do 
the work . 

Our rulers must have known the strategic 
difficulties of the s i tua t ion , and our state o| 
unpreparedness, so that fifteen months after the 
declarat ion of war Mr. Churchi l l had to declare 
tha t in spite of our growing strength and fairer 
prospects we were s t i l l "a half armed nat ion 
fighting a fully armed one." Put the Nazi chal­
lenge had to be met. Parliament and people were 
convinced that the Germans intended to a t tack 
this c o u n t r y al ter se t t l ing accounts w i t h its 
eastern neighbour. To wait un t i l we were ready 
Would h a w shocked the electorate, keyed up by 
the press to "s top Hitler n o w . " 

There was, indeed, just if icat ion tor our con 
fidence in the blockade. If France had not col­
lapsed, I t a l y would not have dared to intervene, 
and our t w o navies could have blockaded the 
Germans effectively. What was not justified was 
our neglect of the lessons of Poland, and our 
leisurely preparations to inert the German a t t ack 
through the Low Countries wh ich everyone had 
forseen was inevi table . 

For the first tune in the history of this count ry , 
compulsory m i l i t a r y service had been int roduced 
in t ime of peace, on May 26 th , 1939. Amongst 

reus broke 
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" T h e Belgian frontier is s t rongly for t i f ied, and along the whole length of France's eastern frontier 
runs a, great barrier of steel and concrete the famous Maginot Line." 

This famous and fatal Line ran for t w o hundred miles along the French -German frontier, In it had 
been embodied all the experience so pa infu l ly acquired in the war of 1914-1918--and no th ing else. 
The t o m b of dead theories. 

Twelve m i l l i o n cubic metres of earth, had been dug out of the Line between 1929 and 1936. One and 
a half m i l l i o n cubic metres of special concrete, and 50,000 tons of steel plates were used in its cons t ruc t ion . 
The great gun turre ts were covered w i t h steel plates, conerete and ea r th three times the thickness of 
what had been proved to be impenetrable to the heaviest bombardmen t . The towers of the gun turre ts 
were mono l i th i c , and could not be pierced by any shell. The guns themselves were fired on the same 
p r inc ip le as those in a battleship), the crews not seeing their targets but being cont ro l led by an officer in 
a hermet ica l ly sealed chamber. 

1 here were miles of electric underground ra i lways ", there were Diesel engines to supply the e lec t r ic i ty 
for all the elaborate machinery : there were lifts for the m u n i t i o n s ; there were fu l ly equipped barracks 
to accommodate thousands of men. 

The troops were specially t ra ined for service in the Line . Above g round they worked incessantly at 
the prepara t ion of traps for tanks , camouflage devices, and the erection of barbed wire defences in 
advanced positions. Below ground , they l ived in air condi t ioned, gas-proof chamber, impregnable, 
and remote from all reality . 

On the opposite side of the frontier ran the Siegfried L i n e , from Switzer land to the N o r t h Sea, not from 
Mulhouse only as far as Mezieres. l ike the Maginot , Wha t could be seen f rom the air was a series of 
" p i l l boxes," o r ig ina l ly eight or ten to the square mile but increased immedia t e ly after the outbreak 
of the war. 

It was not as good as the Maginot L ine , said the French generals, w h o were unanimous on this point , 
however much they quarre l led amongst themselves on other mat te rs . I t had been has t i ly b u i l t , and the 
concrete had not had t ime to set. 

As far as it went, the Maginot Line may have been stronger than the Siegfried. Tint it d id not go 
far enough, and saved France from assault no better than those i ron girdles wh ich suspicious Crusaders 
are said to have r iveted on thei r wives. 
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great difference between the spir i t 
of 1914 and that of 1939. " T h e n . " 
as Mr . 'Maugham wrote : " the call 
to the colours was accepted w i t h 
enthusiasm, men w i t h flowers in 
then hats joined up shouting and 
singing; 'A Ber l in . ' they- cried ; 
the cafes were fu l l of exci ted, 
eager people ; it seemed a t h r i l l ­
ing adventure they were s ta r t ing 
on.1 But this t ime the spirit was 
different. There was no en­
thusiasm ; there was determina­
t ion and an angry acquiescence, a 
firm courage and resignation. 
Everyone knows w i t h what eff i -
ciency the mobi l isa t ion was com­
pleted. But what people are apt 
to to forget is that the French nat ion 
had been mobilised three times in 
one year. In September, 1938, in 
the fol lowing 'March, and then 
again last August met) were taken 
away from their peaceful avoca 
l ions , the clerk from his office, the 
peasant from his field, the work ing 
man from his factory, all the able 
bodied men of France between the-
ages of twenty and f i f t y , to put 
on thei r uni forms and assist the 
countryin its p e r i l . " 

Experienced observers were of 
the opinion that French mobilisa 
tion had been too drastic. Some 
6,000,000 men had been called 
up, so that agr icu l ture , i ndus t ry 
and the Home f r o n t were danger 
ously weakened. 

On the other hand, the average 
Frenchman thought that our war 
preparat ions were too leisurely. 
France was fertile soil for the gibe 
that Great B r i t a i n wou ld fight 
this war to the last Frenchman ; 
and the Germans d id not neglect 
to d r ive the suggestion home, by 
means of loud speakers and plac-
ards in the f ront- l ine . 

What were we doing ? The 
w o r k of the 'Navy is largely un­
seen. The A i r Force was engaged 
on what i t called " b o m p h l e t " 
raids. Our A r m y was smal l , 

1 France at War, by Somerset 
Maugham. Heinemann 1940. 
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and much more highly paid than the French. We needed some jo in t feat of arms (such an oppor tun i ty 
as an I t a l i an or Balkan campaign might have provided) to cement our comradeship in a. common 
v i c t o r y . Instead, the B.E.F, experienced the inevi table bickering of life in bil lets, var ied by spells of 
du l l and hard labour at i m p r o v i n g fort i f icat ions, and all the discomforts of the bit teiest w in te r in l i v ing 
memory . 

The great freeze-up began before Christmas and cont inued u n t i l March . In England, at the end of 
January , telegraph lines hung in festoons, w i t h a th ick coat ing of ice, and many trees were r iven by the 
frost. Wate rways w e r e sheets of solid ice. The Danube froze earlier t han usual. The Rhine became 
unusable except by special ships in the midd le of January . The K a t t e g a t froze early in February . 
Temperatures of — 300 Fahrenheit and even —400 Fahrenheit, were reported in Scandinavia and F i n l a n d . 

Our first war -budget (September 27th) was such as to freeze the blood of those old enough to remember 
the income tax levied in the closing years of the last cen tury . N o w it was to be 7s. 6d. in the pound ; 
and the chief comment was that it was not enough. 

Another effort to stop the war (if Mussolini 's and Hi t l e r ' s previous proposals can be thought genuine) 
was made by King Leopold of the Belgians and Queen W i l h e l m i n a of the Nether lands , who met on 
November 7th fat the unusual hour of , | a.m.) to issue a jo in t appeal to the belligerent States to entcr 
in to peace negotiations. U n t i l the Foreign Office archives of both countries are published, we cannot 
know all that lay behind this sudden move. Perhaps the t w o Sovereigns were anxious once again to 
demonstrate their complete neu t ra l i ty : at any rate, the i r offer of media t ion was rejected by both sides. 

I t was, however, clear that anx ie ty in the Low Countries cont inued . Be lg ium strengthened her 
defences on the frontier, whi le Hol l and ordered pa r t i a l mobi l i sa t ion , and prepared to flood her defensive 
zones. So disquieted was public opinion in the Nether lands that on November 13th the D u t c h Prime 
Minis ter broadcast an assurance to the na t ion that there was no need for a la rm, and that the defensive 
measures were indeed pure ly defensive. 

This s i tua t ion impressed on Great B r i t a i n and France the urgent need to improve the securi ty of the 
600 miles of Franco-Belgian f ront ier . Mr . Hore-Belisha gave the House of Commons to understand that 
the B . E . F , was engaged on a long sector of that f ron t , s t rengthening the positions. He also reported 
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tha t " t he heal th of the troops was except ional ly good, the sickness rate being ac tua l ly lower than tha t 
of peacetime.'" Th i r t een of our soldiers were k i l l ed , 24 wounded, and one was missing up to the end of 
the year. The Trench and Germans fished from thei r respective banks of the Rhine, whi le aeroplanes 
droned above, photographing posit ions in rear. 

The next "sensat ion", after the meeting of the Sovereigns of Hol l and and Be lg ium, occurred an the 
night of "November 8 th . H i t l e r and most of the other prominent Nazi leaders had gone to M u n i c h to 
hold their annual meet ing in the Burgerbran cellar, where the Par ty celebrates the anniversary of the 
putsch in 1923. Af ter a shorter speech than usual, the Fuehrer and his companions left. A quar ter of 
an hour later there was a violent explosion, in which eight people were k i l led and s ix ty- three in jured . 

The German police subsequently declared that a bomb had been embedded in one of the pi l lars 
suppor t ing the root, by a w o r k m a n who had gained admi t tance to carry out some electric ins ta l la t ion . 
A man— alleged to h a w been the w o r k m a n — was arrested t r y i n g to cross the Swiss frontier, bu t there is 
considerable doubt about the existence of the person described by the Gestapo. 

It was, of course, i m m e d i a t e l y announced in Germany that the outrage was the work of the B r i t i s h 
Secret Service, and that proof existed of England's g u i l t . But to make H i t l e r i n to a m a r t y r w o u l d have 
been smal l service to the Br i t i sh cause. 

Next day there was a flagrant v io l a t ion of D u t c h neu t r a l i t y near Venloo Gestapo agents crossed 
the Du tch frontier and k idnapped two Engl ish passport officials- Major Stephens and Mr . Best—who 
were s i t t i ng in a cafe w i t h a B u t c h officer. The Dutch officer was k i l l ed in the course of the struggle 
and his chauffeur was compelled to dr ive the captured men across the frontier at the point of the revolver. 

The Germans subsequently declared that the Englishmen were secret agents responsible for the 
a t tempt on Hi t le r ' s l ife, and promised sensational revelat ions, but these were never made. 

N o t h i n g more was heard of the affair, wh ich remains one of the many mysteries of the Gestapo. N o r 

Men of the B.E.F. operating a predictor used for predicting the speed of approaching enemy planes in a trench behind the lines in France 
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has anything more ever been heard of the unfortunate chauffeur, The Dutch protest at the murder of the 

officer and the violation of their frontier has been completely ignored. 

F r o m the grim mass of the K r e m l i n , meanwhile , a. c loud much larger than a man's hand had been 
spreading across the skies of nor thern Europe. In late October, Dr. Paas ik iv i . representing F i n l a n d , 
re turned from Moscow (whi ther he had been i nv i t ed to discuss "var ious pol i t ica l and economic questions") 
to te l l the w o r l d that negotiations w i t h Russia had been conducted " i n a most amicable a tmosphere ." 
but that he d id not know if or when they would be resumed. 

On November 30th, the U.S.S.R. attaeked Fin land by land, sea. and air. Already the Russians had 
absorbed the Balt ic States. Now the F>ear seemed to be s tretching out his arms to take Fin land and 
perhaps Nor thern Sweden and Norway, w i t h the i ron ore mines and the ice bee port of N a r v i k - - in to the 
Bolshevik embrace. 

Copying the Merman technique. M. Molo tov , the U.S.S.R. Commissar for Foreign Affairs, announced 
that the Soviet Government was not at war w i t h F i n l a n d ; it had merely accepted the i n v i t a t i o n of the 
People's Democrat ic Movernnient (headed by a Comintern puppet . Kuusinnen, who was so l i t t l e trusted 
by his coun t rymen that even Moscow had eventua l ly to t h r o w h im over) to l iberate the Finns from their 
present elected government and a rmy chiefs. 

So Hels inki and other towns were bombed, w i thou t any warn ing . This was not war. but merely the 
desire of Moscow that Finland should not be oppressed by " the Manrierheim- and Tanners ." 

Meanwhile the Soviet Charge d'Affaires in Rumania assured K i n g Carol's G o v r n m e n t that Russia 
had no in ten t ion of a t tack ing that coun t ry , or of occupying Bessarabia. (Before the year was out the 
U.S.S.R. was established not only in Bessarabia, but in part of Bukovina . ) 

The magnificent defensive campaign of the small Finnish a rmy , and the m i l i t a r y genius of their 
leader, F ie ld M a r s h a l Mannerhe im. aroused the enthusiasm of the peoples of Great B r i t a i n , France and 
the Un i t ed States. The Americans placed Finland's annual debt payment (the sole payment on t ins 
account now received in Washington) i n to a suspense account ; and subsequently it was r emi t t ed . 
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On February 5th the Supreme Allied War Council derided to prepare an Expeditionary Force lor 
operations in Finland if required. The men were chosen—100,000 of them and many went to Alpine 
slopes to improve their knowledge of ski ing under war conditions. By February 20th the British 
contingent 50,000 men of the B.E.F.—had been chosen, equipped, and were standing by with the 
necessary transports, 

The force never sailed, however, for reasons which we only know in part. Field-Marshal Maniier-
heim was expected to make a public appeal for assistance not later than the beginning of March. He 
did not make it, probably because neither Norway nor Sweden would have dared to incur the 
reprisals of the Germans if they had permitted Allied troops to go to the relief of their eastern neighbour. 

The first Russian troops thrown against the Finnish defences were of poor quality, and Finn machine-
gunners mowed them down in swathes. Prisoners were found to be ill-equipped, ill-fed, and ignorant of 
why they fought. Had the defenders been supported by Allied troops, and had we been able to give 
them effective assistance in the air (we sent 144 aeroplanes, but it was not enough) the Mannerheim 
fane might still be intact, and Stalin might no longer be in power in the Kremlin. On the other hand, 
the vast resources of Russia might by now have been fully mobilised against us, and ranged with the 
other dictatorships. Conjecture is idle. The fact is that the Russians lost so many men in mass attacks 
that the Soviet regime was badly shaken. 

During December and January the Finns—fighting on their own ground, amidst the forests and 
snows they knew so well won repeated victories. By the middle of January the Russians were engaged 
on a desperate attempt to avoid being encircled. Daily in .February, however, their numbers began 



« 
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to t o l l . The Finns had had l i t t l e sloe]) or rest since the beginning of the campaign, whereas the 
Russians, w i t h u n l i m i t e d man power, were con t inua l ly pu t t ing f resh divisions i n t o the l i n e 

Af t e r twelve days of cont inuous assault on the Mannerheim Fine, directed by German officers as wel l 
as by Russians, and supported by large numbers of guns and tanks, the Bolsheviks began to press the 
Finns back on February 13th. 

T h a t was the beginning of the end. It is a tragic and unsatisfactory s tory, l ike tha t of Poland. The 
s tory of a heroic people overcome by sheer weight of men and meta l . 

The Russians entered the suburbs of Viipuri on March 1st. and on the 12th the Russo-Finnish peace 
t reaty was signed in Moscow. V i i p u r i and the whole Kare l i an I s thmus was ceded to Russia, also a salient 
of t e r r i t o ry in the north-east. w i t h permission for the U.S.S.R. to bu i ld a r a i lway l i n k i n g up Kandalaksha 
w i t h K e m i on the d u l l of Bothnia . The terms were grievous to the Finns, and an obvious threat to the 
future of Scandinavia. Maps were found on Russian officers ind ica t ing that the u l t ima te objective of 
the Bolshevik-, is N a r v i k . 

Sta l in remained a dark enigma, and another quest ion-mark on the hor izon was provided by the 
a r r iva l in Rome of Mr. Sumner Welles, Under Secretary of State for the U n i t e d States, In I t a l y he 
received l i t t l e p u b l i c i t y , but in Fleet Street speculation about possible peace moves was r i le . 

He was in London on March 11th. after hav ing visi ted bo th Ber l in and Paris, and then returned to 
I t a l y for a. fur ther in te rv iew w i t h Mussolini . 

Meanwhile the two dic ta tors had met on the Brenner Pass (March 18th) each a r r iv ing in a. bullet 
proof t r a in . After a ta lk lasting two and a half hours a non -c ommi t t a l communique was issued, and the 
w o r l d can only surmise from subsequent events that the date of I t a l y ' s en t ry i n to the war was one of the 
subjects discussed. 
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in the background of these discussions, however, there were ambi t ions , not always fu l ly fo rmula ted , 
hut ever present in the minds of the dic ta tors , which the rest of the w o r l d is s t i l l inc l ined to treat as 
fantasy. Vet the Nazi (more than the Fascist) aims are backed by fanatical de te rmina t ion , and con­
siderable m i l i t a r y sk i l l . " T h i n k i n g ca lm- the men of most nations." said Madame do Stael ; " i t i n -
Haines the G e r m a n s " 

As H i t l e r and his colleagues saw the future of the w o r l d , they w o u l d have a con t ro l l ing interest in 
hal l Poland, and in Norway, Sweden, Denmark, the Netherlands, (meat B r i t a i n , Belgium, France, 
together w i t h the French Empire in Afr ica , the Union of South Afr ica , South-West Af r i ca . Bechuana-
land. Rhodesia, Nyasaland. Tanganyika , Kenya , and Uganda. 

The I ta l ians wou ld be permi t t ed some (possilbly- l imi ted) contro l of a bloc compris ing I t a l i an East 
Afr ica , the Sudan, Eeypt , L i b y a . Tunis ia , Algeria . 

Spain would be al lowed to keep Spanish Morocco, but Gibra l ta r and Ceuta w o u l d be in ternat ional-
iscd, as wel l as Tangier, Her reward, if she submi t ted to Axis plans, wou ld be French Morocco, and 
some share in the d e w l o p m e n t of her sister nations in South America. 

Spheres of influence in the Balkans, Greece, Tu rkey , Syria and Palestine h a w probably never been 
allocated precisely between the senior and junior partners of the Ax i s , pa r t ly because the Soviet Un ion 
keeps them guessing as to its intent ions. 

As to the Russians, Dr. Rosenberg (who remains a prophet of Nat ional Socialism) declares that 
they "must remove then centre of g rav i ty to Asia. Bolsheyism. that m i x t u r e of Babo„-uf. iUa i i c , 
B a k u n i n . Tols toy . Len in and Marx, must not be spoken to the West, but to the Last , where there is 
room to spread i t . " 
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The U.S.S.R., therefore, must he encouraged to carry its doctr ines to Iran, I r a q , A fghan is tan , and 
lndia. " T o s a w Europe , " D r . Rosenberg explains in the Myth of the Twentieth Century, " i t is necessary 

above all to strengthen the Nordic sources of b lood, that is Germany, Scandinavia, F i n l and , and Eng land. 
" O n the other hand , the influence of France must be restricted. in order to prevent her becoming 

the deploy i n - g r o u n d of Af r ica . As long as the French, together w i t h the Poles and Czechs, dominate 
Europe, there can be no prosperity for the German people. 

" 'To grant outer freedom to- day to Czechs. poles and Levantines means to be del ivered over to racial 
chaos.. . . . Freedom means to be bound by the ties of race . . . and th is means the p ro tec t ion of 
t h e r a c e , 

"Germany must be the central power of the Cont inent , guard ian of the South , and South-West , 
w i th the Seandina\' ian States and Fin land to safeguard the Nor th-East . and w i t h England in charge 
of t h e West . a n d ove rsea , wherever the in te res ts o f Nord ic Man r e q u i r e i t . " 

To the Japanese (made Honora ry Aryans by the Nazis) wou ld have been given r ights of exp lo i ta t i on 

in China., Tibet, Bu rma , Tha i land and Trench Indo-China ; perhaps also, but more doubt fu l l y , the 

Malay States, the Netherlands-Indies.. Aust ra l ia and New Zealand. 

In the Western Hemisphere, the Uni ted States (st i l l according to Dr. Rosenberg) "shou ld begin to 

sett le i ts B lack race in A f r i ca . I f th is is not done the twelve m i l l i on negroes in the Un i ted States w i l l 

soon grow to f i f t y m i l l i on , and as the tool of Bolshevism they w i l l cut the throat of W h i t e A m e r i c a . " 

Consol ing ly , he adds that " a n Amer ica cleansed of a l l her b lack, ye l low and Jewish elements, w i t h a 

pu re ly Nord i c -Eu ropean popu la t i on , w i l l be a thousand t imes more power fu l than a State po l l u ted 

by al ien b l o o d . " 

Doubt less these ideas remained unspoken at the Brenner meet ing . There was no need to fo rmu la te 

them there, and there is no need for us to speculate as to what was in Mussol in i 's m i n d . One day we 

shall know when he took his f inal , fatal decision, and goose-stepped across the Rub icon. 
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Ten days a l ter the d ic ta tors had parted in the A lp ine snow, the Supreme War f u n n e d of the Al l ies 

met in London (March 28th) and agreed that (1) nei ther Br i ta in nor France wou ld negot iate or conclude 

an armist ice or t rea ty of peace except by mu tua l agreement ; (2) they would not discuss peace terms 

w i t hou t pr io r agreement on the condi t ions necessary to ensure an effective and lasting guarantee of 

the securi ty of bo th Powers ; and (3) after the conclusion of peace they would ma in ta in a c o m m u n i t y 

of act ion in al l spheres as lone; as it was necessary for secur i ty . 
Soon af terwards (Apr i l ,4th) Mr. Chamber la in to ld us that after seven months of war he left ten t ime. 

as confident of v ic to ry as he d id in the beginning. H i t le r , he added, had "missed the bus . " 
The fo l lowing day General Sir E d m u n d Ironside. Chief of the Imper ia l General staff, told assembled 

journal is ts at the War Office that a l though the German a rmy was a magnif icent machine, the men 
command ing it had l i t t le experience, and that according to his in fo rmat ion the fact that there had been 
no blitizkrieg in the West was causing doubt and depression amongst the Naz is The German A r m y , 
he said, was not well off icered. It had few senior generals w i t h experience of the last Great War. 

If H i t l e r a t tacked us, no th ing could suit us better, for we had had t ime to bu i ld up magnif icent 

defence.-,. 

T ime wou ld reveal how long the Germans could stand the strain of wait ing,. As for ourselves, we 
were prepared, He t rembled to th ink what wou ld have happened if the Germans had at tacked us at the 
b e g i n n i n g of the war. "'But now."' he concluded. " only in this last for tn ight - I am certain that we 
ha\'e turned the corner." 

H o w many corners have we turned since then : 
Ominous rumours were reaching London of French po l i t i ca l and m i l i t a r y intr igues, of the under-

g r o u n d s t rength of French Communists , and of deficiencies in French defences. 
M. Daladier 's government fell because the war was not being prosecuted w i t h sufficient v i g o u r ; 

but there were other po l i t ic ians who did not want to prosecute the war at a l l . When M. Reynaud's 
government declared i ts po l icy , on March 22nd, the new French Prime Min is ter won a vote of confidence 
by 112 votes, but there were 111 abstentions. 
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I I I 

N O R W A Y 

From the ice-five port of Na rv ik in the n o r t h of N o r w a y , German ships w i t h their cargoes of iron-ore 
f rom the Swedish mint 's at Gellivare had crept down the long lino of coast since the beginning of the war , 
under the exasperated eyes of the Br i t i sh N a v y . Keep ing w i t h i n t e r r i t o r i a l waters . they were i m m u n e 
from capture ; hut it was not on ly German merchan tmen wh ich made use of the deep-water channels 
behind the fringe of the islands : German warships and submarines also sought the securi ty of the fjords. 

D u r i n g the First W o r I d War the same p rob lem of the use of Norwegian t e r r i t o r i a l waters had arisen 

and the B r i t i s h and Un i t ed States Governments had induced the Norwegian Government to lay mine­
fields off th is coast. In this war , however, the B r i t i s h Government felt that it cou ld not have induced 
N o r w a y to take such a step, and d id not a t t e m p t to do so. 

Nevertheless there was a great and growing desire at home to end the apparent deadlock in the war. 
A c t i o n against German misuse of neut ra l waters was ins is tent ly demanded by publ ic op in ion , and 
m i l i t a r y wr i t e r s were not slow to point out the immense impor tance of the Gei l ivare mines to Germany. 
whose produce came chiefly down the Norwegian coast. 

In 1935 Germany impor t ed f r o m abroad fourteen m i l l i o n tons of i ron ore. In 1936, eighteen mi l l ions . 
In 1937, t w e n t y mi l l ions . In 1938 , twen ty-e igh t mi l l i ons . These figures demons t ra ted not only the r is ing 
tempo of German war prepara t ion in the past, but the c r i pp l ing blow that we might s t r ike against her 
present war economy by closing the Norwegian route . 

Up to A p r i l , f i f t y - f i ve Norwegian ships, aggregating 120.000 tons had been sunk by the Germans, and 
over f o u r hundred Norwegian sailors had been d rowned as a resul t . W h e n , therefore the A d m i r a l t y 
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sent our minelayers, on the night of A p r i l 7 th - -8 th to lay minefields near Bodoe, Kr is t iansund and 

S tad t land , the whole coun t ry rejoiced. At last the period of stalemate WHS over ! 

But Germany had ant ic ipated our act ion, For months past, as it subsequently appeared, the General 

Sta l l had been work ing out a detailed scheme for the seizure of Denmark AND Norway . Early in March 

began the assembling of transports and war material in the ports of nor thern Germane. Troops us-

toincd to ino imta in warfare were w i t h d r a w n from the Western Front , and for weeks had been engaged 

in pract is ing embarka t ion and disembarkat ion . Phrase books in the Norwegian language, lor the use 

of soldiers were planted, also proclamations to be posted up in Trondhe im and other cities. The Al l i ed 

Governments were apparent ly aware of these preparations, but it was stated that they couId not tel l where 

or when the blow would fall. To the man- in- the- street it seemed as if their Intel l igence Services might 
at least have made a guess. 

At the end of March, German are ships and cargo ships, flying neutra l flags (modern versions of the 
Trojan horse, for their .holds were fi l led w i t h (WITH GERMAN soldiers, guns and tanks) were steaming nor thwards 
through Norwegian fjords. 

Some of these soldiers subsequently boasted that they had been in Norwegian ports for a m o n t h . 
But the main body of the enemy left S te t t in later ( though st i l l before the Br i t ish minelay ing) namely , 
on Ap r i l 5 th . They sailed m 20 t ransports, and at the same t ime the German Fleet put to sea, and led 
our ships a wild-goose chase in to the mists and snow-storms of the Arc t ic Circle. 

On the morn ing of Ap r i l 9th the Danes awoke to f ind that their coun t ry had been occupied. 
Business people going to their offices in Copenhagen were greeted by German soldiers, whi le showers of 
leaflets came f rom aeroplanes overhead. They were in formed that thei r coun t ry had been taken under 
German protect ion to save it f rom an Al l ied a t tack . Except for a few shots fired on the f ront ier , and 
s tubborn resistance by the Guards outside the Royal Palace, who were finally ordered to lay down thei r 
arms by the King himself , the Danes sul lenly acquiesced. 
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Throughout the whole of M o n ­
day, A p r i l Nth, the Norwegian 
Government was busy preparing 
a protest to the Br i t i sh Govern-
ment, regarding the minelaying. 
A l l soi ls of rumours were cir-
aulating in Oslo. The afternoon 
papers had a s tory of German 
soldiers, torpedoed by a Br i t i sh 
submarine, landing on the South 
coast. A l i t t l e after midnight an 
air raid warning sounded over the 
capi ta l , which was immedia te ly 
blaeked~out. It was the night 
al ter new moon, and cloudy. 
People Sloped their way home in 
the pi tch dark. 

The Norwegian Cabinet met in 
the Foreign Office at .1.30 a.m. 
The telephone rang constant ly , 

bringing news of strange ships— 
probably German, but it was difficult to iden t i ty them in the darkness a t t ack ing the fjords of Oslo, 
Bergen and T rondhe im . At 4.30 a.m. the German Minister , Dr. Brauer asked to see Dr. K o h t , the 
Norwegian Foreign Minister , to whom he presented a Note and M e m o r a n d u m . As the bui ld ing was s t i l l 
blacked out , they sat down by the ligqht of two candles in the l ib ra ry . Dr. Brauer proceeded to give a 
verbal explanat ion of the document , which ran to nineteen t y p e w r i t t e n pages, He pointed out that al l 
resistance to Germany would be foolish, and quoted the very words of the horror f i l m , " B a p t i s m of 
F i re , " p o r t r a y i n g the invasion of Poland, which he had shown fou r days previously to members of the 
Norwegian Government : " I f there are terr ible consequences, you w i l l on ly have to thank your English 
and "French friends." 

The Memorandum consisted of the stereotyped announcement that Germany was occupying the 
coun t ry to save it from Great .Britain and France. The Note contained a series of demands, or instruc­
tions, designed to secure the 
complete subservience of the 
Norwegian Government , and 
cont ro l of the armed forces and 
al l means of communica t ion . 

Dr. K o h l asked for t ime to 
submi t these proposals to his 
Government , and the German 
Minis te r u n w i l l i n g l y agreed. Me 
required the answer q u i c k l y , he 
said, for the German forces had 
been ordered to complete the 
occupat ion of the places specified 
by 9 o'clock that morn ing . 

By 5.30 a.m. D r . Koht had 
re turned to the l i b ra ry , where 
the pale dawn was breaking. 
The Government , he to ld D r . 
Brauer, was determined to m a i n ­
t a in Norwegian independence as 
long' as possible. 
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The Norwegian m i l i t a r y forces consisted of a 
nat ional. Mi l i t ia, of about 12,500 men called up 
annua l ly for 84 days t ra in ing , and a permanent 
cadre of 1,900 officers and N.C.O.s. The N a v y 
had f o u r smal l coast defence shi])s, the newest 
having been bui l t i l l 1902, a minelayer, and a. few 
destroyers and submarines. The A i r "Force was 
negl igible. The A r m y was not mobi l ised, and what 
arms and mun i t i ons it possessed were scattered in 
depots in distant pa i l s of the coun t r y , so that 
thousands of young men ready to fight lor then 
coun t ry had neit her equipment nor un i fo rms. 

The occupat ion proceeded according to plan, 
despite the gal lant act ion of some of the 
Norwegian coastal t roops, no tab ly at Oslo, 
Kr i s t iansand, and Bergen. W i t h i n twelve hours 
the Germans had occupied Oslo w i t h a i r b o r n e 
troops, and a German m i l i t a r y band was p lac ing 
in the main square, whi le the cit izens went about 
their business in a daze. 

It was only next day that they fully realised 
what had happened. Many young men then 
escaped to join the force which had been able 
to take up arms against the invaders. But the 
cheif ports were a l ready in German hands -
k r i s t i ansand , Stavanger, Bergen, T rondhe im and 
N a r v i k . The Lu f twa f f e was in possession of every 
aerodrome'. 

The k i n g and his Government left Oslo at 
7.30 a.m. on A p r i l 9 th . On A p r i l 10th D r . Brauer demanded an in te rv iew w i th the King and Dr. K o h l 
in the course of which he announced that " t h e s i tua t ion was now so a l tered that the demands presented 
in the Memorandum of the previous day could no longer sat isfy the German G o v e r n m e n t . " Major 
Quisl ing was to be appo in ted Pr ime Min is ter . 'The K i n g refused. 

Negot ia t ions were broken off, and d u r i n g the whole of the struggle for the independence o| No rway the 
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K i n g and the Crown Prince were hunted l ike out laws by German troops, and bombed by ( i o n i u m 
aeroplanes. 

France and Great B r i t a i n were faced w i t h the p rob lem that was to be presented to them again by 
Be lg ium and H o l l a n d . Norway had been anxious to avoid being d r a w n in to the war . and had been care­
fu l not to give the least g round of offence to Germany . She had consequently refused any arrangement 
even approaching m i l i t a r y col labora t ion or staff ta lks w i t h the- on ly t w o countries who could help her in 
her present p l i g h t . There was no p lan of campaign, and the difficult ies of co-operat ion were increased by 
poor communica t ions and by the confusion which i nev i t ab ly existed in the Norwegian A r m y , scattered 
as it was over a wide area. 

As Mr . Church i l l t o l d the House of Commons on A p r i l n t h . " I t i s not the slightest use b laming the 

Al l ies for not being able to give substant ia l help and pro tec t ion to neut ra l countr ies if they are held at 
a rms ' length u n t i l those countries are a t tacked on a scientif ically prepared plan by G e r m a n y . " 

The N a v y and the A i r Force were, however, doing al l that lay in their power to support the 
Norwegians . On A p r i l 10th. Capta in Warbur ton-Lee led his f l o t i l l a of dest ioyers in to N a r v i k f jord, where 
he fought a glorious bat t le against a larger and more powerful German force, s inking one destroyer 
and leav ing three ablaze. Seven supply ships were sunk. Three days later the ba t t l esh ip Warspite, 
accompanied anothee force of destroyers up the f jord. These were able to press home the i r a t t ack , 
s i n k i n g seven German destroyers. 

B u t the small E x p e d i t i o n a r y Force wh ich had been secretly prepared for possible in t e rven t ion in the 
F i n n i s h campaign had been disbanded. It was hast i ly reassembled, together w i t h ships and supplies 
w h i c h the W a r Office might have held in readiness when the A d m i r a l t y 1 ad taken its decision to lay 
minefields in Norwegian waters. 

If the Norwegians are to be b lamed, as they may be, for not being prepared for Cerman aggression, we 
must no t absolve ourselves f rom an equal or indeed a greater negligence. 

So far as a concerted p l a n was possible, it was hoped to reinforce the t w o small Norwegian cont ingents 
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There remained the small contingent outside N a r v i k , to wh i r ] ] o i l ier detachments of Br i t i sh troops 
had been added, from l a n d i n g at Bodoe, Mo and Mosjoen. This force had made its way north,, and 
effected a j unc t ion with the besieging force of Norwegians. 

It is hard to see why , when the evacuation of the main body had hern derided upon and carr ied 
out (the decision had hern taken on A p r i l 27th) this isolated operation was cont inued. It wou ld have 
had no effect on The u l t ima te result of the German campaign, and it involved the dispersal of valuable 
men-of-war, which led to serious losses. 

The weather added to the All ies ' difficulties in Narv ik all th rough May. There was unerasing snow 
and ra in , whi le the thaw turned the ground in to a quainniro. The Germans received food and muni t ions 
dropped by aeroplane, and al though they retreated from N a r v i k on May 28th, they took up a position 
along the ra i lway to Sweden. A l l of them (about 2,000) would have been captured when the late spring 
turned to summer, but by the end of May the s i tuat ion in France was so grave that an immediate evacua 
t ion of the Narvik troops was ordered. A l though they were w i t h d r a w n safely, H.M. aircraft carrier 
Glorious, and the destroyers Acasta and .Ardent as well as the 20,000-ton Orient liner Orama. were 
sunk by the German fleet. 

The K i n g and Government of Norway were at Tromsoe, and were notif ied of the Br i t i sh decision ; 
they too left for England, where they landed on June 10th to continue the s i m p l e lor a. free Norway . 
In m a n y parts of the count ry the biave, i l l -equipped Norwegian A r m y was s t i l l keeping up a. -uer i l la 
warfare, but gradual ly each centre of resistance was stamped out by the Germans. and the na t ion g r i m l y 
submi t t ed to overwhelming force. 

The a t tack on Mr. Chamberlain 's Government for the failure of th is campaign came from all sides 
of the House of Commons. 

home of the sternest cr i t ics were dist inguished Conservative back-benchers, such as Mr . Amery, who 
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ended his s tr ictures w i t h the words of Cromwel l : " Y o u have been too long here for any good you have 
been doing ! Depar t J say, and let us have done w i t h you . In the name of God, go !" 

M r . Herbert Morr i son , who had been a conscientious objector in the last war, summed up the case 
against Mr . Chamberlain by saying that "Before the war, and du r ing the war, we have felt the whole 
spi r i t , tempo, and temperament of at least some of the Ministers have been wrong , inadequate and 
unsuitable. I am bound to refer, in par t icu lar , to the Pr ime Minister , the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and the Secretary of State for A i r . " .Mr. Morr ison added that " just as they lacked courage, in i t ia t ive ' , 
imag ina t ion , psychological understanding, liveliness, and self-respect in the conduct of foreign pol icy, 
so the absence of those qual i t ies has manifested i tself in the actual conduct of the war . " 

Even Mr. Church i l l d id not escape censure fur hav ing said ; " . A l l German ships w i l l he sunk in the 
Skagerrak and Kat tega t , and by night al l ships w i l l be sunk as o p p o r t u n i t y serves." He wound up the 
debate in a good speech, but he could not dispel the impression, which was indeed general throughout 

the count ry , that the Government was sluggish 
and incompetent . Members were determined to 
register their d isapproval , and the immense 
ma jo r i t y of Mr. Chamberlain 's admin i s t r a t ion 
sank to 81. The day after the close of the 
debate (May lo th ) it was clear that the l i m e had 
come to f o r m a Cabinet in which all parties were 
represented. 

The K i n g sent for Mr. Church i l l . There was 
­­ time to lose, lor the Germans had invaded the 
Low Countries at 3 a.m. that day 

Yet what Jar greater sinners there were, in 
that Par l iament , which had first applauded Mr . 
Chamberlain 's Munich pol icy , and then turned on 
h im so b i t t e r ly ! His to ry may yet record that , but 
for Munich , the Br i t i sh Empire disarmed and 
dreaming of collective security might have gone 
down to ru in . Members who had been prominent 
m schemes lor disarmament and had sought to 
economise on the Services by every possible 
means were now c lamour ing for arms and men. 
One of them had declared in 1934 that " n o air 
foree can ever defend us against air a t t a ck , " and 
had w r i t t e n in the magazine of the Nat iona l Peace 
C o u n c i l : " W h o stands in the path o | B r i t a i n 
when we ask lor the supreme guarantee of our 
nat ional security a guarantee that 20.000 aircraft 
could not g i v e ? We ought to be to ld who 

these in te rna t iona l cr iminals are." Yet this same M.P. (Mr. P. Noel Baker) was k ind enough, in 
August 1940. to acknowledge that the R.A.F . "had saved the coun t ry , and would wan the w a r " : 
presumably , therefore, he no longer considered the men who planned B r i t i s h rearmament as cr iminals . 

Mr. Chamberla in wou ld have made a better case for his admin i s t r a t ion had he been free to speak the 
whole t r u t h about Prance. Even so, he could not have absolved if from its share of responsib i l i ty for 
the Norwegian failure. The Germans had been bound to take s trong, even desperate action to counter 
our a t t empt to block the iron-ore route from N a r v i k . The G o v e n m e n t had apparen t ly ant ic ipa ted that 
the enemy might seize the southern coast of N o r w a y , but d id not believe that the Germans could reach 
Trondhe im. There had been a serious miscalculat ion here, and again in not securing air bases for our 
m i l i t a r y operations. Troop-car ry ing aeroplanes landed the enemy by thousands, parachutists came 
down at key points and dive-bombers harr ied the hasti ly-assembled Norwegian and B r i t i s h troops. 
Meanwhi le the German N a v y , despite heavy losses, had been handled w i t h great enterprise. 

In a larger sphere, however, the balance was in our favour. Hawing reduced the s t rength of the 
German N a v y by one- th i rd , we were able to reinforce the Medi terranean and send out many more men 
and mun i t i ons to E g y p t . 
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THE CAMPAIGN IN THE LOW COUNTRIES 

On at least two occasions in January and A p r i l , 1940 the invasion of the Low Countries had been 
regarded as only a mat ter of hours. Each t ime it had been postponed, apparently at the last moment , 

thouugh there is the possibility that the German General Staff were testing its preparations, which needed 
rehearsal and accurate t i m i n g . 

Hol land and Belgium w e r e tempt ing p r i z e s , for despite their small areas they were two of the richest 
countries in Europe. Much of the trade of Germany flowed through the great ports of Rot te rdam and 
An twerp , while both countries could supply the things of which Germany stood most in need at the 
moment . 

Hol land had a large yearly surplus of da i ry and farm produce for export : m i l k and cream 
2 2 0 . 0 0 0 t o n s , b u t t e r 5 6 , 0 0 0 t o n s , c h e e s e 6 2 , 0 0 0 t o n s , f l o u r p r o d u c t s 379,000 t o n s , p o t a t o e s 2 8 7 , 0 0 0  

and large quanti t ies of vegetables and fish. It was a dainty dish to set before the Germans, who dur ing 
the winter had been feeling the effects of the Br i t i sh bloekade. 

Lor muni t ions , Belgium was just as t empt ing , w i t h her great steel and Iron works , and her iron-ore 
deposits so conveniently near the coal mines ; and her ma-niCieent text i le lactones w i t h theii stoles ol 
raw mater ia l . 

In both countries the great system of deep-water canals, the h igh ly developed rai lway systems, the 
good ports and m a n y airfields, supplied ideal bases for sea, land and an operations which might lead to 
the final ove r th row of B r i t a i n . 

Belgium and Hol land were so conscious of their danger that they omit ted the only measure which could 
really h a w helped them in their hour of need. They refused to enter in to any staff talks, or to concert a 

King Leopold of the Belgians is seen above discussing military matters with army others 
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common plan of defence, e i ther w i t h each other , or w i th the A l l i e s ; and they fai led to take any 
effect ive steps to deal w i t h enemies w i t h i n their gates. 

Up to this war there was a lways a chance lor an unprepared people to " m u d d l e th rough somehow" 
against a better equipped enemy. Resolute men could st i l l die in the last d i t c h , bel iev ing that thereby 
they couId save the day ; and h is tory records many instances when such courage d id indeed preva i l . 

Not so against the new weapons, There is no use mann ing barr icades against a heavy t ank , nor w i l l 
heroism alone defeat a, d ive bomber. Weapons of precision, organised defence in dep th , and enormous 
quant i t ies of mun i t i ons are requ i red, otherwise an unarmed people are as powerless as were the slow 
m o v i n g armies of the Middle Ages against the horsemen of Ghengiz Khan and Tamer lane. 

The tempo of modern war is that of the petrol engine. Long co lumns of lorr ies (a d iv is ion requires 
fifteen miles of load space). flocks or hordes of mo to r bicycl ists (a noun of m u l t i t u d e has not yet been 
invented for them) and convoys of motorised ar t i l le ry move fo rward under the cover of squadrons of 
scout ing ])lanes and bombers. Everthing depends on the co-ord inat ion of var ious arms, on keeping 
the roads clear tor the great masses of vehicle:-,, and on care fu l ly prepared t ime schedules. W i t h o u t 
such, p lann ing al l is chaos. 

A l l was chaos in the Low Countr ies, and the not. spread to Trance, whose troops were compel led to 
a t tempt the most dangerous of all operat ions oi war, a f lank march in fare of the enemy. 

General Gamel in has been severely cr i t ic ised (perhaps w i t h just ice for subsequent indecisions) but he 
is on ly one of the many people responsible for hav ing opened the bat t le w i t h the dice loaded against 
the Allies. 

I t is at any rate arguable that since combined staff ta lks were forb idden by Ho l l and and Be lg ium 
it was impossib le to a t t e m p t the defence of those countr ies. Such st rategy wou ld have invo lved us in 
no worse r isks than those we were af terwards compel led to r u n . We migh t have y ie lded the Low 
Countr ies as a gambi t in the dreadfu l game which the Germans had forced us to p lay . By doing so we 
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might have t h r o w n in the whole weight of our wel l - t ra ined and wel l -equipped troops (afterwards wasted 
in gallant rearguard actions) against the German f l ank , whi le keeping a substant ia l Ang lo French reserve 
intact behind the defences which we had labor ious ly constructed d i n i n g the w in t e r . 

Such a po l i cy , however, w o u l d have been impossible for po l i t i ca l reasons. The publ ic in France. 
Great B r i t a i n and the United States had for years been bemused by every k ind of pacifist fantasy and 
knew no th ing whatever about war. Nei ther d id i ts pol i t ie ians . w i t h the possible exception of Mr. W i n s t o n 
Churchill. If we had been conduct ing this war on sound strategical pr inciples we should not have 
declared it when we d i d , and we should t e m p o r a r i l y have abandoned the Low Countries to their fate. 

In the event , H o l l a n d was over run in f ive days, and Belgium in eighteen. 
Had General Weygand (who was appointed to the supreme command on May 19th) been able to dispose 

of the fifteen i n f an t ry divisions (say 3000,000 men) and the three mechanised divis ions which he lost in 
Flanders, together w i t h the we l l - t r a ined nine divis ions of the B . E . F . ( w i t h a u x i l i a r y troops and pioneer 
corps number ing in a l l 400,000 men) the summer of 1940 might have seen a ba t t l e in Flanders which 
would have broken the German legions, instead of one that led to the disaster of Dunkirk and the tragedy 
of France. 

The D u t c h Army had been mobi l ised at the outbreak of war . Af ter the alarms of November and A p r i l 
more classes had been called up. L ike all armies except the German, it had but small supplies of an t i tank 
guns and ant i -a i rcraf t batteries. 

For defence the 'Dutch relied largely on the f looding of the f ront ier d is t r ic ts , a method which had served 
the count ry wel l against A l v a and his i nv inc ib l e Spanish i n f a n t r y , regarded in the 16th century as the. 
Panzerdivisionen were in 1940. But wate r is no pro tec t ion against aeroplanes. 

The D u t c h s t rategy was based on the abandonment of that, part of the coun t ry which lies to the no r th 
and east of the Zu ider Zee. There were blockhouses along the r ivers Yssel and Maas from the south of 
the Zuider Zee to Maastr icht in the south east. .Behind these for t i f ied posit ions the coun t ry was again 
to be Hooded. W i t h i n that semicircle lay the richest cities of Hol land- The Hague, A m s t e r d a m and 
Ko t t e i c l am, and m a n y other prosperous J laces, w i t h treedined canals, Peasant fr iendly streets, town halls 

Gorman medium light tanks, of a type used to form the spearhead of the Nazi advance in to the Low Countries and Northern France, are seen 
here crossing a shallow r iver dur ing the invasion of Belgium. 
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w i t h crowfoot gables and ga i ly painted shutters, t a l l l igh t churches, p ic ture galleries, and peace-loving, 
h a r d - w o r k i n g , clean and contented people. 

Once again the Germans adopted the tact ics they had used in Poland. There was a l i g h t f ron ta l 
a t t ack , but the main posit ions were cap tured from the rear. 

In other respects the s i tua t ion resembled tha t w h i c h had existed in 'Norway p r io r to the a t tack on 
tha t c o u n t r y , but in Ho l l and the " F i f t h C o l u m n " preparat ions were even more complete . 

Since 1934 there has existed all over the w o r l d an Association of Germans A b r o a d . Germans resident 
in foreign countries were expected to show their enthusiasm lor the Fuehrer and the Naz i Par t ) ' hv 
becoming members ; many of them were loya l and devoted members. Those w h o fai led to join found 
that their business languished, their local au thor i t ies received curious accusations against t h e m , and 
that their relations in the Reich were suspected of d i s loya l ty . 

The members of the Associat ion a t tended an annual conference at S t u t t g a r t , held immedia te ly before 
the Nuremberg Ral ly . They were ins t ructed there as to how they could best serve the Fa the r land . 
Those who showed a special ap t i tude were i nv i t ed to a t tend an advanced course at a t r a in ing school at 
H a m b u r g - A l t o i i a . where they were taught the cons t ruc t ion of wireless t ransmi t te r s , the sending and 
reception of ciphers and codes, s ignal l ing and the darker arts of sabotage and spy ing . 

There were 80,000 German residents in Holland m a n y of them popular and highly-respected cit izens. 
There was also a. Du tch Nazi Par ty . It had g rown up d u r i n g the years of the financial depression and 

consisted largely of y o u n g "black coa ted" workers who had either lost, their posts or could f ind no 
employment after they left the Universities. In the elections of 1933 it received 30,000 votes, and in 
1935 300,000 votes. I ts ablest and most in f luent ia l leader was Rost van Tonningen , who had done 
valuable work as the adviser to the Aus t r i an Government under the League of Nat ions financial 
reconstruct ion scheme. In 1936 he returned to his own c o u n t r y to edit Het Nationaal Dagblad He was 
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arrested on May 4th, 1940. together w i t h 21 of his chief supporters, but by t h e n he had organised a wide 
ne twork of p ro -Naz i sympathisers . 

The long t r a d i t i o n of po l i t i c a l tolerance in Ho l l and gave these plotters considerable l i be r ty to under 
mine the c o u n t r y from w i t h i n . Cer ta in ly not al l D u t c h Nazis were t r a i to r s but even the idealists often 
Scryeil as fools or dupes to those who were in the pay of Germany. 

B o t h f r o m the strategic and m i l i t a r y point of view Belg ium was bet ter prepared than H o l l a n d to face 
an invas ion, but amongst her cit izens there was also a considerable m i n o r i t y not on ly friends of 
Germany, but also friends ol Russia who con t r i bu t ed to her downfa l l . 

The Resists were Jed by an eloquent y o u n g man named Degrelle . A l t h o u g h they were losing some 
of the i r p o p u l a r i t y in 1940. they were represented by four members of the Chamber, and lour in the 
Senate, and Degrelle was said to enjoy the confidence of K i n g Leopold . There was also a 
considerable Communist Par ty , and a number of discontented Flemish na t ional i s t s . Many of the 
older Flarnands had been German sympathisers du r ing the last war . Though much had been done 
to i c m o v e thei r grievances, they were once again ready to help the enemies of the i r c o u n t r y . 

I he Belgian A r m y was organised in six A r m y Corps, w i t h add i t iona l fortress and frontier troops. 
Some 650,000 men had been mobi l i sed in May 1940. 

I lie plan of defence was d ic ta ted by the same geographical and strategic factors as those of 1914 
to ta l l back f r o m the .hornier to s t rong ly fort if ied posit ions w h i c h ran from Liege south to the 

Ardennes. The recently bui l t A lbe r t Canal between the Meuse and the Scheldt was to p rov ide an inner 
l ine, whi le another line ran from A n t w e r p th rough the Meuse val ley to the frontier of France. 
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When the German Government presented its ul t imatum to the three countries H o l l a n d , Bel-
e jum, and L u x e m b u r g - the burden of its charges against them was, as usual, that the A l l i ed Powers 
had been p l ann ing an invasion, in older to reach the German indus t r i a l d is t r ic t of the Ruhr . On 
May 9th. neutral correspondents were given the most emphatic assurances at the German Foreign 
Office in Ber l in , that Germany had no aggressive in tent ions towards Ho l l and . At 9.30 that night---
fol lowing the usual technique the ( i c r m a n a r m y began to move against the D u t c h and Belgian 
frontiers. 

German d ip lomats abroad are expected to be early risers, but even so the Minis ters are alway's later 
than their A r m y and A i r Force. 

At 6 a.m. on May 10th the German Min i s te r in the Nether lands a r r ived at the Foriegn Office in The 
1 labile, and demanded to see the Foreign Minis ter , M. van Kieffens. The la t te r had been up most of the 
night , for the Dutch lntel l igence Service had warned h im tha i the German a t tack would come at ( lawn. 
A n d at dawn- four o'clock he had heard that the aerodromes at Waa lhaven , Bergen, Schipol and de 
Kooy had been bombed. ' 

Count von Zech de l ive ied an u l t i m a t u m announcing that an immense German force had been put in to 
ac t ion . A n y resistance was senseless. Germany guaranteed tha t , if no resistance was offered, Hol land 
w o u l d re ta in her possession in Europe and overseas. Otherwise there was danger of the complete 
des t ruc t ion of the coun t ry , and of the machinery of the State. 

The document proceeded to cite what the Nazi Government considered a lone, series of unneut ra l 
acts by the D u t c h Government such as a l lowing the use of Du tch t e r r i t o ry to B r i t i s h secret agents and 
the help given to t hem in the i r w o r k ; the defence measures taken by H o l l a n d and Belgium along the 
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German front ier , when similar measures had not been taken along their western frontiers and the 
southern frontier of Be lg ium. 

Fur the r . H o l l a n d had been g u i l t y of a l lowing her n e u t r a l i t y to be he f requent ly v iola ted by B r i t i s h 
aircraft wi thout , t a k i n g any effective counter-measures. (As a m a t t e r of fact Du tch ant i -a i rcraf t batteries 
had fired i m p a r t i a l l y on all air in t ruder - , and one Br i t i sh aeroplane had been shot down.) But hours 
before the German Minis ter presented t ins m e m o r a n d u m German bombs had fallen on Dutch towns, 
parachut is ts had dropped from the sky. and the a t tack on the frontier had begun. 

The .Dutch Foreign Minis te i i nd ignan t ly denied these accusations, arid declared that as a result of the 
German at tack Ho l l an d was now at war w i t h Germany. 

H i t l e r , meanwhile , had proc la imed to his A r m y that i ts hour had come. "The l ight begins to -day 
which w i l l decade the des t iny of the German people for a thousand years. Now do your d u t y ! The 
German people follows you w i t h my blessing !" 

In Brussels the German Ambassador d i d not rise so ear ly as his colleague in 'I he Hague, but o therwise 
the procedure was the same. 

The Belgian Cabinet met at I a.m. on May l o t h , hav ing received news that the Germans were on the 
march . K i n g Leopold took over the d i rec t ion of operations, orders were given for general mob i l i s a t ion , 
and an appeal was made to France and Great B r i t a i n lor help, wh ich was answered hal l an hour a l ter 
i t was received. 

A t 4.30 a .m. German aircraft were scouting over Brussels, but i t was not t i l l S.30 a.m. that the German 
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Ambassador arrived at the Foreign Office with his ultimatum. M. Spaak, the Belgian foreign Minister, 
took if from his hand saying : "Let me spare you the shame of reading i t . " 

In London Lord Halifax received the Dutch Minister and the Belgian Ambassador at the Foreign 
Office shortly alter 6 a.m. They informed him that their countries had been invaded, that their forces 
were resisting ; and made an official request for support. 

The War Cabinet met at 8 a.m. and re-assembled at 11.30 a.m. when the Chiefs of Staff reported that 
the Allied Forces had been moving to the relief of Belgium since early morning. At midday the Hutch 
Foreign and Colonial Ministers arrived in London by air, to consult with their Allies. 

On May 13th Mr. Churchill met the House of Commons for the first time as Prime Minister, and asked 
for a vote of confidence. "I have nothing to offer," he declared, "but blood and toil and tears and 
sweat. . . 

"We have before us an ordeal of the most grievous kind. We have before us many, many long months 

of struggle and of suffering. If you ask me what is our policy. 1 will say it is to wage war- war by air. 
land and sea, war wi th all our might, and with all the strength that God can give us, and to wage war 
against a. monstrous tyranny never surpassed in the dark and lamentable catalogue of human crime. 
That is our policy. 

" I f you ask us, 'What is Your aim ?' I can answer in one word : Victory. Victory at all costs' . . . 
for without victory there is no survival let that be realised- no survival for all that the British Empire 
has stood for, no survival for the urge and impulse of the ages that mankind shall move forward towards 
its goal." 

Thus the great battle opened. The German forces consisted of 98 infantry divisions, 8 armoured 
divisions, 6 light armoured divisions and 8 niotorised divisions. The Allied forces consisted of 12 Dutch, 
IT Belgian, 90 French, 2 Polish, and 12 British divisions (of which three were only partially trained and 
equipped, and were therefore—temporarily- second-line troops, although included in the total) making 
133 Allied divisions, against 120 employed by the Germans. In aeroplanes, armoured lighting vehicles, 
anti-tank and anti-aircraft guns, however, our numbers were notably inferior to those of the Germans. 

http://Amba.ssa.dor
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Nor must we b l ind ourselves to the fact that our chief deficiency at that t ime—af te rwards to be remedied 
in the Br i t i sh A r m y , which had always chafed, albeit in loya l silence, at the "Magino t m e n t a l i t y " was 
lack of offensive sp i r i t . B road ly speaking, the All ies expected to fight a long war, in which they wou ld 
repulse German a t tacks from well-s i ted and elaborate!) equipped underground forts, wh i l e the blockade 
did its work . 

It was not to be. It was not t rue that the a t tack required three t imes the numbers of the defence in 
older to succeed. The at tack starts w i t h the advantage of choosing its own t ime arid place, a,nd if it also 
possesses new methods of assault, as the Germans d i d , if can conquer w i t h lesser numbers than its 
adversary. The Germans were never hard pressed, except in pure ly local offensives. 

In the spring of 1940 the All ies had insufficient weapons and an unsound m i l i t a r y theory w i t h wh ich to 
meet the Germans, but their numbers were a m p l y sufficient. 

We could have won, if we had had more aeroplanes and more tanks , ;md if we had had them in the 
r ight places. Instead, our fine tank d iv is ion was lost in Flanders , l i g h t i n g rearguard actions, and the 
French tanks were scattered along the whole length of the Maginot Line, in support of i n f a n t r y , instead 
of being employed in mass. 

We infl icted incalculable suffering on ourselves and Fu rope th rough these miscalculat ions, which were 
not in their essence m i l i t a r y , but po l i t i ca l . We had believed that if we disarmed other nations Would 
fol low our example. It was a H i m a l a y a n blunder , wishful t h i n k i n g in excelsis . 

The German p lan was simple and wel l executed. I t was to lure our armies n o r t h , and then s t r ike a 
b low at Sedan, the nerve-centre of the French l ine, nearest Paris. Had the a t tack failed, the Germans 
had. o ther plans in readiness which wou ld have enabled them to cont inue the war. But the Naz i machine 
m o v e d f o r w a r d w i t h scarcely a h i t ch . 

There was the sudden i r r u p t i o n i n t o I Holland, B e l g i u m and L u x e m b u r g , t h r o w i n g those countr ies in to 
confusion. There was the wel l -p lanned march t h r o u g h the forests of the Ardennes, enabl ing a rmoured 
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uni ts to appear suddenly at the hinge of the French front. There was the break-through, bisecting the 
Trench defences, as previously the D u t c h and Belgian defences had been spli t . There was the dash to the 
A t l a n t i c coast, and the merciless bombing of villages, to crowd the roads w i t h refugees, prevent ing our 
reinforcements being brought up to the l igh t ing line. Noth ing went amiss. On the Dermaus went , w i t h 
horror and havoc as their allies u n t i l they reached the dunes of .Dunkirk. 

Twenty - l ive Al l i ed divisions had gone nor thwards , to help the b o w Countries. The Germans d id not 
bomb them on then' way up. W h y should they, when they were conforming to Hi t le r ' s plan ? As the 
Panzerdivisionene swept forward, to St. Quentin to Peronne, Amiens, Abbevi l le , the propagandists in 
Ber l in exul ted. '"The Br i t i sh and the Trench armies in the no r th are facing a n n i h i l a t i o n , " they declared. 
It was true according to all human calculat ion, but none the less the Germans were wrong. 

I he thrust against the Tow Countries was delivered w i t h armoured divisions just where it 
was expected in all instructed quarters, namely at the junc t ion of the Belgian and D u t c h frontiers, 
where a tongue of Dutch t e r r i t o ry ('known as the " L i m b u r g appendix") extended southwards 
between the German and Belgian borders. 

Not only was it impossible for the D u t c h to defend this appendix, but also the frontier junc t ion 
was obviously a place where both countries wou ld be in doubt as to the direct ion of the enemy at tack. 

In the nor th of the appendix lies the town of Roer inund, on the east bank of the Mense. T h i r t y 
miles upstream (i.e. south of Roermund) lies Maastr icht , on the west bank of the flense. Roer inund 
is e ighty miles Iron) A n t w e r p , and Maast r icht , .sixty miles f rom Brussels. 

When German tanks and dive-bombers at tacked Roer inund and Maastricht at 3 a.m. on Fr iday, 
May 10th . neither the Belgians nor the D u t c h could make any effective resistance t h e r e : the 
Belgians because it was not their count ry , and the D u t c h because it was too far from their main 
lines of defence. 

Behind the Meuse, and to the no r th of i t , behind the YsseI River , the D u t c h hoped that their Hooding 

The remains of a German medium-type armoured-car, put outof action by allied defenders during the rapid Nazi advance on Paris, 





118 BRITAIN AT WAR : THE ARMY 

F o l l o w i n g the parachut is ts came t roop ca r ry ing aeroplanes, consisting of old bombers of every k i n d , 
which the Luf twaf fe d id not mind "c rash ing ," fur they expected to retr ieve the wreck in a few day's t ime . 

The task of these men was to seize v i t a l points such is the M o r r d y k e . and to spread confusion behind 
the D u t c h lines, thus engaging the a t t en t ion of f ront- l ine troops who wou ld have been invaluable 
elsewhere. They succeeded on ly too we l l . No General Staff except the German had foreseen 
wha t immense d ismay and disorganisat ion could be produced by these tactics. 

W h i l e the inhab i tan t s of Ro t t e rdam drank their morn ing coffee on that fateful F r i d a y morn ing , the  
enemy had captured the pr inc ipa l bridges and two ra i lway stations. Uncertainty added to the horror 
of the s i tua t ion ; men in police uniforms might be friends, or Nazis, or D u t c h t r a i t o r s ; wel l k n o w n 

German residents suddenly appeared in the i r true colours to aid the invaders, and there were stories 
of women parachutis ts , and boys disguised as nuns and nurses. 

The chief disaster of the day, however, was the a r r i v a l of German k i n d forces at the Moerdyke . 
m a k i n g any a t t empt at recapture un l ike ly . 

The first German detachment a r r ived in a mo to r bus, and surprised and overpowered the 
guard . T h e y were soon reinforced by machine turn detachments which had been concealed in barges 
on the river. A French d iv is ion which was m o v i n g up from Breda, to form a connect ing l ink between 
the Br i t i sh and D u t c h forces, was too far off to give any help. The Moerdyke was lost, and 
Holland split in to two parts. 

A l l next day (May n t h ) German parachut is ts descended near R o t t e r d a m , A m s t e r d a m , The 
Hague, and U t r e c h t . The passage of the Me use was forced in several places. 

The undefended nor thern province of Groningen was q u i c k l y occupied. By noon the Germans had 
read ied the eastern shore of the Zuider Zee. La te r in the day they pierced the Grebbe l ine, wh ich ran 
f rom Amersfoor t to the Rhine1. 
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By the evening of May 12th the Dutch Government had concluded that it could not expect any 
effective military assistance from the French or British. It was anxious that the 'Royal family should not 
fall into the hands of the Germans, so on the morning of the 13th, Princess Juliana, who was expecting 
another child, her husband, Prince Bernhard. and the two Princesses Left for England in a Dutch steamer 
escorted by a British destroyer. They narrowly escaped death when an aeroplane dropped a magnetic 
mine across the bow of their ship. 

Continual air attacks on the palace in The Hague made necessary the evacuation of the Queen, who 
was prevailed upon to leave for the Hook of Holland that evening. She expressed a desire to go to. 
Flushing, and a British destroyer was placed at her disposal. 

On the way to Flushing, however, the destroyer picked up a message to say that that port had been 
heavily bombed. Course was changed for Dover, but whether the Queen was informed of this at the 
time has not been made public. It is said that she desired to stay with her people, but that she yielded 
to the solicitations of the Dutch Government to remain on British soil. 

By the 13th the enemy was already advancing on Utrecht and Rotterdam with armoured lighting 
vehicles. The Dutch forces at Dordrecht had been defeated, and further south, Roozendaal was taken. 

On May 14th the centre of Rotterdam was attacked for three hours by squadrons of German bombers, 
who flew unmolested across the city, dropping hundreds of tons of high explosive. The Hague, with its 
historic, building- and glorious art galleries had already been bombed. Now the Germans were 
threatening Utrecht with a similar fate. 

The Dutch Army had lost one-fourth of its effectives in four days. The small but gallant Dutch Air 
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Force had been wiped out . A l l the chief por ts , aerodromes, arsenals, and dockyards were in the hands 
of the Germans. 

Ear ly in i he evening of May 14th the D u t c h Commander- in -Chief ordered his troops to cease fire. A 
few weeks later he was on his way to a German concentrat ion camp, for fai l ing to show sufficient zeal in 
co l laborat ing w i t h the conquerors. Judg ing by the scanty news which leaks, out of Hol land. the m a j o r i t y 
of that s tubborn nat ion fol lows his example as closely as it can. 

The Queen and D u t c h Government established their headquarter in London, where they w i l l remain 
un t i l the Nether lands are freed ; and f rom here they govern the D u t c h overseas possessions, wh ich are 
mak ing a valuable con t r ibu t ion to the A l l ied war ef fort . 

Fur ther south, Br i t ish and French forces in answer to the Belgian appeal for suppor t , had crossed the 
Franco Belgian f ront ier at 7 a.m. on May 10th in h igh fet t le. The fu ture seemed bright w i t h hope. 

The Low Countr ies, honeycombed w i t h tank - t raps and land-mines, might fo rm an insuperable 
obstacle to the bl i tzkrieg. We had gamed rich Al l ies in Ho l land and Be lg ium, and our bombers might at 
any moment smash some v i ta l l ink in the enemy line of communicat ions. Gent ian tact ics were al l very 
well in the open plains of Poland, but could they operate against our combined air forces, and in densely 
populated areas ; 

If the Belgians could hold the i r l ine for a fo r tn igh t , or throe weeks, the Germans m igh t become 
involved in a disaster comparable to that of the Marne. Might . . . So many said, and some bel ieved. 

But at that very hour- 7 a.m. on May 1 0 t h - - a n enemy armoured d iv is ion was crossing the Alber t 
Canal by a bridge which had been left in tac t , owing to the death by bombing of the Belgian officer detai led 
to blow it up. 

Later, this bridge was the seene of one of the most gallant exploi ts of the campaign, when f ive 
volunteers from an R.A.P. d ive-bomber souadron went out to a t tack i t . None of them re tu rned , but the 
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bridge was destroyed. Meanwhi le , however, enemy tanks and cyclists bad been pour ing across the canal , 
and bad reached Tongres and Waremme. 

By May 11th. the great frontier fortress of Liege was already threatened on two sides. On May 12th, 
streams of refugees were passing th rough Brussels, and the Sunday papers d i d not appear. The 
Government prepared to evacuate to La Panne. 

The B . E . F . took up a posit ion east of Brussels. alone; tbe line of tbe J)yle r iver . As soon as they made 
contact w i t h the enemy it became apparent that the Belgians were re t reat ing everywhere, except at 
.Liege. and that Hol land was collapsing at an even greater speed. 

On May 14th 'when Holland, surrendered) German troops in nor thern Belgium held the Tonmvs-
W'aiennne line, and had pushed on to Aarschot , further n o r t h . To the south they had crossed the 
Meuse at three places between Namur and Mezieres, ten miles inside the French frontier . 

Three quarters of the city of Namur had been heavi ly damaged by aerial bombardment before it was 
entered by ground troops. Tir le imont , Bicot and Aarscboi were in ruins, and L o u v a i n bad ly h i t . 

The Germans entered Louva in on May 15th, but were dr iven out by the Royal Uls ter Rifles. This 
was the furthest east reached by any Br i t i sh cont ingent . Our troops held half the ra i lway s ta t ion, and 
had settled down , sniping, machine-gunning and harassing the enemy w i t h hand grenades, convinced 
that they could hold out indefinitely. And so they might have but for events further south. 

Communica t ion between General Gamelin the French Commander- in Chief in Paris, (general Georges, 
commanding the French Armies of the North-East , and General B i l lo t t e , c o m m a n d i n g the French troo])s 
in Belgium (fifteen i n f an t ry and three mechanised divisions') was poor, and s t i l l more inadequate was the 
liaison between these officers and L o r d Gor t , the B r i t i s h Commander-in-Chief . Also, Gamelin and 
Georges were always quarrelling. 

The posi t ion of the Al l i ed line in Belgium was precarious, not on ly owing to the ex t r ao rd ina ry and 
terr ible events at Sedan (described in the next chapter) but also because the Belgian forces in the north' 
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were g i v i n g way . A c o u n t e r a t t a c k was launched between Namur and the Alber t Canal, hut in view of 
the German advances in the nor th and south it had no chance of success. 

The order lor the w i t h d r a w a l of the B . E . F . to a line west of .Brussels was given on the evening of 
M a y 15th, hut was apparen t ly not received u n t i l the afternoon of May 16th. Our forces fell back in good 
order to a l ine which ran app rox ima te ly nor th and south from A n t w e r p , a long the Scheldt, and Dendre 
r ivers. The Germans entered Brussels and Mal inesou May 17th. 

We stood f i rm 111 our new posi t ion , in the centre of the A l l i e d line, hut the Belgians to the nor th and 
the Trench to the south were compelled to give way, They were harassed in the rear by light 
mechanised uni ts which had broken th rough and were disorganising communications. Parachutists 
were also at the i r deadly work , though they were not used as frequently in Belgium as they were in 
H o l l a n d . 

The cap i tu la t ion of Ho l l and had released other German forces which threatened A n t w e r p from the 
n o r t h and west. On May 18th this great fort was evacuated. 

" W e must not a l low ourse lws to be i n t i m i d a t e d , " Mr. Church i l l said in a broadeast to the Empire on 
May 19th, "by the presence of these a rmoured vehicles in unexpected places behind our lines. If they 
are behind our f r o n t , the French are also in many places f ight ing ac t ive ly behind theirs. .Both, sides are 
therefore in an ex t remely dangerous pos i t ion . It w o u l d be foolish, however, to disguise the g r a v i t y of 
the hour. It wou ld be s t i l l mote foolish to lose heart and coinage or to suppose that we l l - t r a ined , we l l -
equipped armies number ing three to four m i l l i o n s of men could be overcome w i t h i n the space of a few 
weeks or even months by a scoop or ra id ol mechanised vehicles, however ' formidable ." 

T h a t day, the Trench had announced that German tanks were at St. Quent in , 75 miles west of Sedan. 
H o w was General Weygand to save the s i tua t ion , now tha t the for t i f icat ions along the Franco 

Belg ian frontier had been taken in rear ? The only chance was to a t tack on both sides of the "bu lge . " 
w h i c h extended, on May 20th . r ight across Trance, as far as the ou t sk i r t s of Abbev i l l e . I t s narrowest 
p a r t was between Peronne and Arras , a distance of some 30 miles, and it was hoped that this gap could be 
closed. 

H a d this operat ion been suceessful some live German a rmoured divis ions wou ld have been cut off 
f rom the i r lines of supply , and what had begun for them as a b r i l l i an t v i c t o r y w o u l d have t u r n e d to dire 
defeat. 



































BRITAN AT WAR: THE ARMY 1 5 1 





154 B R I T A I N AT WAR : THE ARMY 

Weygand, recalled from Afr ica. On these veterans -whose combined ages were over 150 years-—rested 
the responsibi l i ty for stemming the German advance, and saving the twenty- l ive Al l ied divisions in 
Belgium, who were in houl ly- increasing danger of being cut off f rom their bases. 

On "May 15th the Germans cont inued to dr ive a wedge between the northern armies and those pinned 
to the Maginot Line. General Gamelin might st i l l conceivably have saved France, by w i th drawing the 
Al l ied Forces from Belgium, southwards, towards Amiens. Whether the twenty divisions of the Belgium 
army would have consented to fol low the Anglo-Frenoh is doubt fu l . However, the derision was not taken. 
The speed of the German advance induced a k ind of paralysis in the French High Command. A travel ler 
who had occasion to visit an important French General found h im sobbing; over his maps, incapable of 
any decision. By the time General Weygand arr ived, on May 19th, the enemy was sweeping over the 
count ry l ike a flood- t ide. 

On May 16 th . the breach in the French f r o n t was 70 miles wide. Mr. Churchi l l flew to Paris. The 
B.E.F, in Belgium was fighting as far east as Louvain. 

On the 17th. General Gamelin issued an order to his troops "to conquer or to d ie , " but the German 
General Staff reported advances on all parts of the line. The B.E.F. retired west of Brussels. 

On the 18th, German armoured divisions had reached Guise and Landrecies, An twerp was 
abandoned by the Belgians. 

On the 19th (when General Gamelin was replaced by General Weygand) the Germans had already 
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crossed the Oise River between "Man betide and La Fere, and captured St. Quent in and Le Cateau. L n c m y 
tanks reached the banks of the Aisne at Rethel, thereby securing their left f l a n k : and were also opera t ing 
n o r t h of Laon. In Be lg ium, the B . E . F . were ho ld ing the line of the Scheldt w i t h seven i n f a n t r y divis ions. 
In London . plans were already being made for the possible evacuat ion of our t roops th rough D u n k i r k , 
Calais and .Boulogne. 

On the 20th, the enemy crossed the Aisne at Rethel, and occupied Amiens , and p a n of Arras . In 
the nor th i t was decided to a t tack Arras w i t h two reserve divisions of the B . E . F . , the French co-operating'. 

On the 21st. the Germans reported that Arras and Abbev i l l e were taken. Beyond Laon their t rcops 
had advanced to the Chemin des Dames ; so that they were threa tening both the Channel ports and Paris. 
In Belgium, L o r d F o r t launched his a t tack on A l i a s , unsupported by the French . 

In Paris, M. Reynaud to ld the Senate that the French classic conception of war had encountered a new 

and better idea. It was the plain t r u t h . The Al l ies were s t i l l t h i n k i n g of lines of defence. The Germans 
were t h i n k i n g of how to reach and ravage the heart of France. 

In war the objects is to shoot the enemy. The Germans were doing tha t . The Al l ies w o u l d have l iked 
to strangle Germany, but could not conta in her. It might conceivably have been better, from an abstract 
s trategical point of v iew, for Great B r i t a i n to have confined herself to a naval and air blockade, w i thou t 
diss ipat ing her s trength by raising a con t inen ta l a rmy . B u t . as has been expla ined , such a po l icy 
wou ld not have been supported, because it w o u l d not have been unders tood, by the people of France 
or B r i t a i n . We had made our bed in a morass of guarantees. 

On the 22nd. the Germans occ ip i ed M o n t r e u i l and St. Pol. " I f we hold out for a m o n t h , " "M. Reynaud 
declared, "we shall have covered three- quarters of the road to v i c t o r y . " This statement may be compared 
w i t h the announcement in London that "as at present advised no i n t e r r u p t i o n in racing nc.\t week is 
a n t i c i p a t e d . " In Belg ium, the Br i t i sh took Arras after heavy f i g h t i n g , but had to evacuate next day, 
as they were unsupported and in danger of encirclement . Again Mr. Church i l l 1lew to Paris. 

On the night of the 23rd, Boulogne fell , and the enemy were advanc ing on Calais. D u n k i r k was 
heav i ly bombed. Of the three ports feeding our a rmy on ly one was avai lable , in a bat tered state. In 
Belgium, Generals W e y g a n d and B i l lo t t e were conferring fruitlessly on how to close the gap between the 
nor the rn and southern armies. 









160 BRITAIN AT WAR : THE ARMY 

To combat defeatism, the French censorship was fa tuously determined tha t n o t h i n g bu t good news 
should be published. O b j e c t i v i t y was not pe rmi t t ed to war correspondents and m i l i t a r y wr i te rs ; 
no th ing but praise and lair promises saw the l ight of day. 

The effect on a publ ic opin ion which was accustomed to t h i n k for i tself was deplorable. P r io r to the 
war. the French Press, for al l i ts fault. had been ex t remely wel l - in formed. Overn igh t , w i t h the orders 
for general mobi l i sa t ion , free opinions could no longer be expressed in p r i n t . The change was too drastic 
to be healthy ; but maybe the bat t le for France was lost before it began, and the large gaps in the news­
papers were merely a s y m p t o m of the blank spaces in the minds of its governors. 

MM. Daladier and Reynaud were nei ther of them supermen but they t r ied to serve France according 
to their l ights. It is a melancholy task to look back on the panegyries about them published in this 

country and compare them w i t h the miserable 
stories of feminine wire pu l l ing and financial 
in t r igue that are now to ld by their compat r io ts . 
The French Republic was hopelessly cor rup t . 
Marshal Petain came too late. So d id General 
Wevgand, who had the a b i l i t y and the prestige to 
save his coun t ry , but not the t ime. 

Our faults in dealing w i t h the French were 
many. We should have realised, far sooner than 
we d id , that they had mobilised the whole of their 
man power, whi le we had conscripted on ly a 
fraction of ours. Of course there were reasons. 
There are always good reasons for losing battles. 

When all is said, however. the chief cause of 
our defeat was that the Al l i ed Staff were wedded 
to a wrong theory of war. Since modern weapons 
had not been tested in a large-scale. modern war, 
it was permissible, but erroneous, to suppose that 
twice two hundred tanks made four hundred . 
Four hundred tanks—a divis ion was at least, ten 
times as effective as half a d iv i s ion . To get re­
sults it was necessary to employ tanks in mass. 

S imi l a r ly w i t h regard to the combined power 
of ta t iks and aeroplanes. T h e y d id not merely add 
to each other's effectiveness, but m u l t i p l i e d i t . 1 

The value of one hundred tanks and one hundred 
aeroplanes, w o r k i n g together, was not t w o hundred 
units of f i gh t ing power, but about ten thousand. 

The strong German forces which, surrounded 
Palais on May 24th had orders to take the c i ty and 
then move w i t h all possible speed to D u n k i r k . 
Put Palais held out , thereby enabl ing D u n k i r k to 

be defended. 
The garrison of Palais consisted of a ba t t a l ion of the K ing ' s 'Royal Rifle Corps, a ba t t a l ion of Queen. 

Vic tor ia ' s Pities, a thousand French soldiers, and a ba t t a l ion of the Royal Armoured Corps : some 4,ooo 
men al l t o ld . 

Fierce l igh t ing occurred oil the ou tsk i r t s of the c i t y du r ing the afternoon of M a y 24th , against the 
400 tanks of an armoured d iv is ion . In spite of the odds against i t the Br i t i sh and French garrison held 
its g round u n t i l n igh t f a l l , when i t ret i red to an inner line. Next day the enemy again advanced 
to the a t t ack , reinforced by another armoured d iv i s ion , as well as by a r t i l l e r y and in fan t ry . 

An overwhe lming force was now opposed to the defenders of Calais. Eight hundred tanks a t tacked 
them, and a g rea t ly superior force o f i n f an t ry . They were short of mun i t ions , food, water , and 

1 Major-General J. F. C. Fuller in an article in The Evening Standard of May 25th, 1940. 
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the Rifle Brigade had not been able to land three-quarters of its vehicles and equipment , owing to 
German bombing. That: night terrific shell fire set the town alight and reduced it to a shambles ; 
but the garrison fought on, amidst flame and smoke and the panic-str icken inhabi tants . 

Not un t i l 'May 27th d id Calais surrender, by which t ime , the dykes at Gravelines had been 
flooded, ho ld ing the enemy off so that the evacuation from D u n k i r k was possible. In Mr. Churchill's 
words, this glorious defence had "added another page to the- glories of the Light Div is ions . " 

A bare statement of the German advance through France gives l i t t l e idea of the f ight ing, 
which was so confused that the onIy pictures of it that correspond to reali ty are those painted by 
the rank and file. These were "soldiers ' bat t les ." Generals often lost touch w i t h their commands 
and sometimes lost themselves. For instance, on May 19th General Girand flew to the Headquarters 

of the 9th A r m y to replace General Corap : he ar r ived at his command on ly to find that it was in 
the hands of the Genmans, and was immediately made a prisoner. 

'"Our men's ordeals," wrote Mr . J. L. Hodson, who had been in the th ick of the melee, "are greater 
than those which we, who soldiered in the last war, knew. The weight against us is greater ; the bombing 
tenfold. Y o u meet men who haven't smoked lot live days ; others who haven't slept [or three or lour 
nights. 

"Our men have under taken m i l i t a r y tasks possibly more varied, more va l ian t , more desperate than 
any serving soldier remembers, and have such tales to tel l as have seldom been equalled in our annals. 
I t is possible the adequate story w i l l never be to ld - -not the half of i t . " 1 

Many of this valiant host, when they eventua l ly returned to England, had no idea of where they had 
been dur ing those n igh tmare days of dive- bombing, and, long night-marches, along roads packed w i t h 
bewildered people, themselves going they knew not where. 

Hand- tod iand l igh t ing was a r a r i t y . " L o o k i n g back through al l those twenty-one days." said a 

1 Gentlemen of Dunkirk, dy J. L. Hudson. Cherry Tree Books, 1940. 
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On May 28th (when Belg ium surrendered) the Germans had cap tu red Doua i and were th rea ten ing 
L i l l e . Worse s t i l l , t hey were at Hazebro i iek , w i t h i n an ace of c u t t i n g us off f rom our last por t . The 
B . E . F . re t i red on N ieupo r t , l u u n e s and "Dunki rk . The f loodgate- of the Yser r iver south-west of D u n k i r k 
were opened, a l l ow ing its waters to f lood the area f rom Gravel ines to St. Omer. 

In the House of Commons Mr . Church i l l t o l d members that " t h e s i tua t ion of the Br i t i sh and Crenel) 
armies, now engaged in a most severe ba t t l e , and beset on three sides, is ev iden t l y ex t remeK grave. 
The House should prepare itself for hard and heavy t i d i n g s . " The Pr ime Min is te r a f terwards a d m i t t e d 
tha t he d id not expect more than 30,000 of our t roops to be evacuated. 

Next day (May 29th) the Germans cap tu red Ostend, and the i r vanguard reached D i x m u d e . L i l l e fel l 
a l t e r a gal lant defence, and w i t h i t the richest indus t r ia l d is t r ic t in Trance, the most valuable coalfields 
and tons of thousands of prisoners. 

It was cer ta in ly a bewi ldered but a far f r om beaten a r m y that assembled on the dunes of D u n k i r k . It 
had marched fo rward to the a t tack , then back to the sea, of ten w i thou t seeing a human enemy, 
though con t inua l l y harassed by his machines, i t d id not know wha t was happening. I t was l igh t ­
ing in the midst of panic- s t r icken people, and was being a t tacked by the enemy f rom eyery d i rec t ion , 
It was short of sleep, food, a m m u n i t i o n , sometimes even water . Yet some bat ta l ions d id not lose a 
single straggler. A l l were in good discipl ine and good heart . 

On ly by b i t te r l i gh t ing was a space kept clear to a l low the evacuat ion to proceed. Gun a m m u n i ­
t ion was r u n n i n g ou t , lor there had been on ly 160 rounds per gun in N o r t h e r n d a n c e on May 10th. 
(The remainder of the reserves were south of the Soimne, as also, most fo r tuna te l y a Br i t i sh a rmoured 
d iv is ion.) D u n k i r k had suffered crue l ly f rom bomb ing . The water supply had been b lown up 
on the 26 th , and soon the wells became brackish owing to the f looding of the water- l ines, so that no 
one had enough to d r i nk . The p l ight of the wounded was serious. 

A British destroyer pack 
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Over the town hung a pal l of smoke, and round it was a cur ta in of flame. Hour alter hour the 
German bombers came tern t w e n t y - ---fifty at a t i m e - dropping screaming" bombs. Casualties were 
surprisingly few, but the mater ia l damage was immense. For tuna te ly the bridge to the harbour 
remained intact , as d id one pier, from which our men were steadily embarked from the morning of 
May 27th, u n t i l 11 .30 p .m. on June 2nd, when the Senior Nava l Officer signalled that the B .E .F . had 
been evacuated. More French troops were evacuated on June 3rd. 

The single pier, was ent irely inadequate to deal w i t h the three hundred and f if ty thousand men who 
were wai t ing to get back to England. .British, French and Belgians waited pa t ien t ly on the beaches, 
outside the burning town, while the work of embarkat ion proceeded under constant shell lire and 
bombing. 

Ships thai could not be accommodated at the pier anchored off the beach. Men waded out to them, 
waist-dee or neck-deep, or swam, if they could. Others were picked up by boats, of which there was at 
first a shortage. "Many foundered. Had! the weather worsened, thousands would have perished, or fallen 
in to the- hands of the Germans 

Embarkat ion continued by night as well as day. D u r i n g the hours of darkness Sir Basil Bar t le t t 
describes the scene : " I t was queer to be loading up strange soldiers in to strange ships and handing 
them over to strange sailors. Fve i i the sergeants who worked w i t h me were strange. We shared water-
bottles and biscuits and chocolate. And. we saved each other's lives. Bui we never saw each others' 
faces." 

On May 27th, five troopships took away nearly 4 ,ooo men, and 2,000 were removed in ship's boats from 
the beaches. It was a discouraging to ta l , and a s torm seemed to be coming up from the At l an t i c . 
Merc i fu l ly , however, the weather held, and the embarkat ion began to work more smoothly after the first 
day, when line-of communicat ion troops and non-combatants had been handled. When the tu rn of the 
front- l ine soldiers came, the task of the sailors was eased. 

On M a y 31st nearly 60,000 troops were brought to England, and on the fo l lowing day nearly 
62,000. 

A l l the best qualities of our race were displayed at D u n k i r k , but Mr . Churchi l l was wise to check the 
tendency to consider it a v ic to ry . (No one but a nat ion of poets at heart would ever have made an 
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Champagne c o u n t r y some eight squadrons of the R . A . F . (a number sadly d i spropor t iona te to tha t of 
the enemy, and to the needs of the A l l i e d Armies) were s t i l l in close and act ive co-operation w i t h 
/' Armec de l' A ir, 

Our supply and repair bases s tretched r igh t across France, as d i d the A l l i e d aerodromes. The French 
had ample man-power and a considerable force of l i g h t i n g yehicles, if they could gain t ime enough to 
b r i n g them to vital points . Moreover, the All ies possessed great stores of oi l fuel, and behind them an 
inexhaust ible supply guaranteed by their Navies, whereas the Germans were then using up the i r stocks 
(replenished, unfor tuna te ly , in the L o w count r ies and nor the rn France) at the rate of more than a m i l l i o n 
tons a m o n t h . 

True, the enemy held bridgeheads at Ahbey i l l e , Amiens , Peronne and H a m , wh ich threatened the 
French zone ; s t i l l , surprise was no longer a factor in favour of the Germans ; and there was good hope 
that we could hold their air plus tank at tacks. 

Dive -bombers are not as deadly as they seem. 
A They must hold a straight course to the i r object ive 

and therefore form an excellent target for a 
machine gunner w i t h nerve enough to s tand his 
ground. Aga in , the deck a rmour of eyen the 
heaviest tanks is t h i n , so that, cannon-f i r ing aero­
planes can destroy them whenever and wherever 
they can be located. 

"When the great ba t t le opened there were many 
who believed that the s t rength of Frenchmen 
l igh t ing for their fair land w o u l d prove irresist ible. 
Cer ta in ly the posit ion was by no means hopeless. 

General Weygand issued an order to the t roops 
on June 5 th , cal l ing on them to hold last w i t h un-
shakeable r e so lu t ion : "C l ing to our soil , and look 
only forward !" 

"The greatest bat t le of a l l t i m e , " said H i t l e r 
in a r iva l p roc lamat ion , "has been brought to a 
v ic tor ious conclusion. The greater par t of the 
Br i t i sh K x p c d i t i o n a r v Force has been ann ih i l a t ed , 
taken prisoner, or forced to flee. Three French 
armies have ceased to exist . Thus the danger of 
an invasion of the Ruhr t e r r i t o r y has been dc-
I'.nitely ave r t ed . " 

Flags were to be f l o w n for three days f rom 
every house in the Reich, and church bells were 
to be rung for eight days. " M a y their r i n g i n g , " 
the Fuehrer concluded, "accompany the prayers 
which the German people w i l l cont inue to otter for 

the i r sons, because th is m o r n i n g the German divis ions arid air uni ts have been assigned new tasks." 

A l o n g the whole line the Germans " t a p p e d . " looking for weak places. 
They found them all too soon, for already, on June 6 th , the French communique spoke of "sl ight 

w i t h d r a w a l s " and of enemy tanks that had penetrated thei r advance posit ions, w i t h o u t a fleeting the 
general s i tua t ion . The Germans claimed, to have forced all the crossings of the Sonime on the first 
day of the ba t t le , and. to have penetrated as far as the Bresle r ive r on June 6 th . 

" I f Germany were to conquer", said M. Revnaud in a broadcast from Paris : " I t w o u l d be the Midd le 
Ages again, w h i c h wou ld not be i l l umina ted by the mercy of Christ . This dream of German hegemony 
w i l l be smashed against the French resistance. . . . We have but one t h o u g h t — t o save F rance . " 

Alas, these words were only too t rue . The Government t hough t of safety, ra ther t h a n a t t ack . 
F r o m a m i l i t a r y point of view' the German advance does not diverge b o m the tactics employed in 

previous campaigns, except that it went forward at an accelerated tempo. 
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There were two main thrusts . The first was directed towards the key c i t y of Rouen, and thence to 
the T r e n d i A t l a n t i c por ts , wh ich w o u l d d iv ide the B r i t i s h from the Trench armies, and prevent the t w o 
nat ions f rom suppor t ing each other. The second thrus t , wh ich developed later, was towards the key c i t y 
of Rheims, to mask the Alaginot Tine and sur round Paris from the west. 

Had the Trench defended their cap i ta l , an inves t ing force wou ld p r o b a b l y have been left in the 
nor thern ou tsk i r t s , and Paris w o u l d have been by-passed by the a rmoured divis ions, who w o u l d have 
seized 'Dijon on the cast and "Nantes on the west. 

We have already examined the causes of the Trench collapse. Once broken, the A r m v , whose courage 
is unquestioned when well led, could not ra l ly except in isolated sectors of the front where it was 
encircled and swept away by a rmoured vehicles " every side. There were no reserves, or ra ther they 
weiv al l immobi l i sed and sunk out o| sight in the Magmot L in . - , v i c t i m s of the idea tha t there can be 
safety in passive defence. 

It is a sad story, which must stand as a warn ing to future generations. who may be assailed again by 
doctrines which so nearly brought us all to r u i n . 

" 'Wi thout count ing his losses," ran the Trench communique of June 7 th , " the enemy throws new 
masses in to the at tack aIong the whole front." 

It was a day of g loom, both in Ton don and in Paris, for even l he most opt imis t ic began to feel i l ia l our 
defences were being over run w i t h hor r i fy ing r a p i d i t y . 

If we were dr iven back hon i the Weygand zone, it was difficult to see how the capi ta l could be 
defended ; and south of Paris there was only the course of the Loire on which to reassemble. But if the 
shorter defences could not be held, what hope was there for the longer line, especially as bv then half the 
Maginot Line w o u l d be taken in the real ? On th is day (June ; t h ) the most violent ene im thrusts were at 
Compiegne, where the Germans were said to have massed for ty divis ions and 2.000 tanks . 

But there were more enemy tanks and. new enemy divis ions everywhere. On June Nth the French 
m i l i t a r y spokesman in Paris announced a great German offensive between the Bresle and Oise, in wh ich 
ha l f a m i l l i o n i n f a n t r y and q,ooo tanks were being employed. Our t roops had not retreated, lie averred, 
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but there had been wi thd rawa l s in con fo rmi ty w i t h the strategy plans of the High C o m m a n d , to bel ter 
poisitions. So we were retreat me. There was no suggestion of -a t tack. 

On the 9 th , the bat t le spread as far as the f ront of the Argonne, and a German armoured d iv is ion 
was in action at Rouen and Gisors, uncomfor t ab ly close to Paris. A Government spokesman declared 
that one thousand tanks had been destroyed in recent actions, and that as to the capi ta l 'we wou ld ra ther 
have the c i ty razed to the ground than that it should fall in to the hands of the Germans." T w o days 
later the Government left for the south. 

General Weygand issued a new order to the troops, saving that the offensive had been launched along 
the whole front, from the sea to Mon tmedy . " I t w i l l extend t o -mor row as far as Swi tzer land . . . The 
enemy has suffered considerable losses. He w i l l soon be at the l imi t of his effort. We are at the last 
quarter-of-an hour ! Hold on !" 

In England, we were s t i l l p lanning to send troops to France. but on the Continent our soldiers were 
already being compelled to tall back, in confo rmi ty w i t h the Trench movements . A brigade marched to 
he Havre , others were converging on Dieppe. 

When I t a ly entered the war on June 10th . the Germans had already crossed the Seine in smal l bodies, 
by means of smoke screens. They announced that "operat ions were t ak ing their expected course, towards 
the "Marne and in Champagne." 

It was indeed le dernier quart d'heure and a mauvais quart d'heure at tha t . 
The wor ld looked anxiously to the late of Rheims : if tha t c i ty were taken then there would be no 

p ivot of manoeuvre. The Huns were at the gate, but there was s t i l l a g l immer of hope . . . Given t ime 
. . . Even in these last days before the crash it seemed impossible that the magnificent armies of France 
w h i c h had not been engaged should y ie ld w i t h o u t s t r i k ing a blow. 

On the n t h , the Germans crossed the Seine in force. To the n o r t h w e s t and n o r t h east of Paris their 
patrols had reached to w i t h i n 38 miles of the capi ta l . 

The B . E . E . in France was cut o i l front the Trench forces on its r ight by an a rmoured d iv i s ion , wh ich 
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Troop movements of the next eight days—from June 13th to 20th show that the German progress 
th rough France was prac t ica l ly n n i n t c r r n p t c d . The scene shifts from the zone of the operations- in 
one of the most str icken f ie ld- in h is tory , its skies blackened by bombers, and its roads packed deep w i t h 
frightened and hal l -s tarved refugees to the council chambers and staff-rooms where tragic decisions 

were taken. 
Paris was declared an open c i ty on the 13th. On the same morn ing was published M. Keynaud ' s 

appeal to the President of the Un i t ed Males , made on June l o t h , in which he declared that his Government 
would "fight before .Paris, fight behind Paris, shut ourselves up in one of our provinces, and. if they dr ive 
us out go to N o r t h Af r ica , and if they d r ive us out there, go to our Amer ican possessions." 

"1 beg you to declare p u b l i c l y , " M . Keynaud cont inued, " tha t the T i n t e d States w i l l give the Allies, 
by every means, the i r moral and mater ia l support , w i thou t an expedi t ionary force. I real se the g r a v i t y 
of such a gesture. I ts w r y g r a v i t y means that it should not come too la te ." 

That afternoon Mr . Churchi l l a r r ived by aeroplane in Tours, accompanied by Lords Hal i fax and 
B e a v e r b o o k . They were to discuss the sit nat ion w i t h the French Cabinet, but apparent ly did not do so : 
i t was considered more expedient that they should confer p r iva te ly w i t h M. Reynaud and his "Minister 
of the In ter ior , M. Mandcl . 

Exactly what passed at this momentous meeting has never been published, but M. Reynaud asked 
M r . Churchi l l to release France from her obl iga t ion not to negotiate for an armistice wi thou t Br i t i sh 
permission. Mr. Churchi l l did not consent, but he suggested that M. Reynaud should make one more 
appeal to the President of the 1'nited States, and that if the reply was not sufficiently favourable to 
enable 'Prance to go on f ight ing, that they should have another meeting. 

"Necessarily, these grave matters were not revealed in public . The Br i t i sh communique stated that 
'we take this o p p o r t u n i t y of p roc la iming the indissoluble union of our two peoples and our t w o Umpires . " 

M. Revnaud's further appeal to the Cnited States was broadcast shor t ly before m i d n i g h t . "Our race." 
he said, "does not a l low itself to be beaten by invasion. It has seen so many of them in the course of the 
centuries. Kut it has always repulsed and dominated the invader. A l l that the courage and the 
sufferings of France the wor ld must know. A l l free men must pay their debt to her. The hour has 
come. The French army is the advance guard of civilization, and has sacrificed itself. In losing this 
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bat t le it has inf l icted ter r ib le blows on the common 
enemy. Wounded France has the r ight now to 
t u r n to the democracies and say in them : '1 have 
claims on you !' 

" B u t it is one thing approve, and another to 
act. We know what place the ideal holds amongst 
Use Amer ican people. I address a new and final 
appeal to the President o f the Uni ted States . . . I t 
is a, question in -day of the future of "France, of the 
very life of France . . . Clouds of aeroplanes must 
assist us. Forces must come from the other side 
of the A t lan t i c and crush the evi l forces which 
dominate Europe. We have the right In hope that 
the day is approaching when we shall receive that 

help 
Amer ican cit izens were impressed, but a l i t t le 

uneasy a bout the "c louds of aeroplanes" and the 
"forces f rom the other side of the A t l a n t i c . " As 
to the debt that al l free men must pa v to Trance, 
there was also a debt that Trance had freely in ­
curred from the United States, du r ing the last 
(meat War . 

On the same day. the Hearst Press publ ished 
an in terv iew given by Hitler to Mr. K a r l von 
Wegand. The German leader denied emphat ica l l y 
that he had any in ten t ion of in te r fe r ing w i t h the 
Western Hemisphere, or even of smashing the 
Br i t i sh Empire ; he wanted only to destroy those 

Austr ian troops, dur ing the occupation of Paris. manching past 
the famous Arc de Triomphe. 
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who were destroy ing that Empire. He in tended, 
however, to take ba tk the German colonies, to r id 
the wor ld of " t h e Br i t ish capi tal ist c l i que . " and to 
end Brit ish supremacy at sea. 

As for his aims, he declared that they were peace 
and no th ing else. It could not be leached by 
treat ies alnne, he a d m i t t e d , " bu t must come by the 
dawning of reason among the na t i ons . " 

Meanwhi le the tanks went forward. 
German troops entered Paris on the early 

morn ing of June 14th by the Auberv i l l ie rs Gate, 
and H i t le r ordered church bells to be rung for a 
quar ter of an hour througtout Germany. Trench 
soldiers had packed up and escaped as best they 
could , but the met ropo l i tan police remained to 
keep older. There were no " inc idents" in Paris, 
and the enemy is said to have behaved w i t h 
decorum towards the cit izens, German cava l ry 
t ro t ted down the Champs-Elysees, and soon large 
Swastika flags were f iy ing from the Arc de T r inmphe 
and from the Eif fel Tower. 

In western France Le Havre was occupied, and 
armoured div is ions were reported to be on their 
way to Cherbourg. St. Malo and Brest. 

Verdun fell on the 15th. The Rh ine was 
crossed between Strasbourg and Basle, and the 
Maginot Line breached in several places. 



Resisting fiercely, British and French troop- retired to the coast, leaving nothing but burning ruins in their retreat, A scene at Brest as it was 
left by Allied troops, the great French port a shambles. 
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" A t this most fateful moment in the history of the modern wor ld , " ran the proposed Draft, " the Government 
of the Tin ted Kingdom and the Trench Republic make this declaration of indissoluble union and unyielding 
resolution in their common defence of justice and freedom against subject ion to a system which reduces mankind 
to a life of robots and slaves. 

"The two Governments declare that Trance and Great Br i ta in shall no longer be two, but one Franco 
Br i t i sh Union. The Consti tution of the Union wi l l provide for joint .organs of defence, foreign, financial, and 
economic- policies. Every citizen of France w i l l enjoy immediately citizenship of Great Br i ta in . Every 
.British subject wi l l become a citizen of France. 

" B o t h countries wi l l share1 responsibility for the repair of the devastation of war wherever it occurs in their 
territories, and the resources of both shall be equally and as one applied to that purpose. 

" D u r i n g the war there shall be a single War Cabinet and all the forces of Br i ta in and France, whether on 
land, sea, or in the air, wi l l be placed under its direction. It wi l l govern from wherever it best can. The two 
Parliaments w i l l be formally associated. 

"The nations of the Bri t ish Empire are already forming new armies. Trance wi l l keep her available forces 
in the field. on the sea, and in the air. 

"The Uni.on appeals to the Uuited States to fortify the economic resources of the Allies and to bring her 
powerful material aid to the common cause. The Union wi l l concentrate its whole energy against the power of 
the enemy, no matter where the battle may be, and thus we shall conquer." 

There was an insuperable imped iment , however, to this marriage of t rue minds ; for the m a j o r i t y of 
the "French Cabinet ( including p robab le President Nebrun , and cer ta inly Marshal Petain and General 
Weygand) were in favour of m a k i n g peace as soon as possible. The proposal therefore fell on deaf ears, 
or rather on cars that heard only the cries of the refugees, and the mut t e r ings of Communis t unrest. 
France must be saved. The only sacred union was that of 'Frenchmen w i t h the soil that bred t h e m . 

A c c o r d i n g to one Bordeaux rumour , the Br i t i sh proposal was rejected by a m a j o r i t y of fourteen To ten. 
Others allege tha t M. Reynaud was in a m i n o r i t y of one in desir ing to cont inue the war. 

M r . Church i l l was ac tua l ly on the way to Bordeaux, when he received the news of the decision, He 
re turned immedia te ly to London . 

The French Cabinet resigned after a t h i r d meet ing, and Marshal Petain was asked to form a new 
M i n i s t r v . General W e y g a n d was to be the Vice-President of the Counci l . Tha t n igh t he sent for Serior 
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Lequerica, the Spanish Ambassador, and asked h im to get into touch w i t h the Chancellor and Fuehrer of 
Germany, in order to '"seek a, means of pu t t i ng an end to host i l i t ies ." 

Speaking later in the ! louse of Commons Mr. Churchi l l said that on June 16th he had received a 
message horn M. Revnaud to say that the American response was not satisfactory, and requesting the 
formal release of France from her obligations under the Anglo -French agreement. The Br i t i sh Cabinet was 
immedia te ly convened, and they sent a message to the effect that separate negotiations, whether for an 
'armistice or peace. depended on an agreement made w i t h the French Republic, and not with any part icular 
admin i s t ra t ion or statesman. They therefore involved the- honour of France. However, in view of all 
that the French had suffered and of the forces ev iden t ly w o r k i n g on them, and provided that the French 
Fleet was despatched to British ports, and remained there w h i l e negotiations were conducted. His Majesty's 
Government would give their consent to the French Government asking what terms of armistice would 

be open to them. 

Af te r the fa l l of M. Reynaud, the French Government ignored the condi t ion laid down by the British 
Government regarding the French Fleet. 

At 12.30 p .m . next day, June 17th. Marshal Retain broadcast the news of the French cap i tu la t ion 
"Frenchmen ! On the appeal of the President of the Republic, I have assumed to dav the direct ion 

of the ( lovermnent of France. 
"1 am, in heart and thoughts , w i t h our admirable a rmy who, w i t h every heroism and wi thout 

precedent, have cont inued a glorious m i l i t a r y t r a d i t i o n against an enemy superior in numbers and in arms, 
our a rmy which has known, by its magnificent resistance, how to fu l f i l its d u t \ towards our Allies. 

"Cer ta in of the help of the Ex-Service men w h o m I have the honour to command, and assured of the 
confidence of the whole people, I give myself to France to help her in her h o u r of misfortune. 

" i n these painful hours 1 am t h i n k i n g of our unfor tunate refugees, and all their extreme distress. I 
express to them my compassion and my solicitude. 

" I t is w i t h a heavy heart I say we must cease the lieyht. I have applied to our opponent to ask h im if 
lie is ready to sign with us, as between soldiers after the heji t , and in honour, a means to put an end to 
hosti l i t ies. 
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He concluded by i nv i t i ng al l French officers and men then on Br i t ish soil to get in touch w i t h h im . 
" W h a t e v e r happens, the f lame of French resistance must not and shall not be ex t i ngu i shed . " 

It was not ext inguished overseas, but in Europe it f l ickered d im l y . 'France had been brought to her 
knees in less than a fo r tn igh t . It was na tura l that the Germans should rejoice. " W e are not 
revenge fu l , " wrote the Volkischer Beobchter, " b u t we have at last ceased to be good-natured German 
blockheads, thanks to the gent lemen of the West , above al l W ins ton Church i l l , who declares tha t 
England w i l l fight on to v i c to ry . To v i c to ry ? Yes, but a German v i c t o r y . " " T h e old Europe , " 
declared a Merlin evening paper, "was the product of the b l ind and fur ious hate of a Richel ieu and a 
Clemenceau. The new Europe w i l l be bui l t by the love and fa i th of the Fuehrer . " 

The plenipotent iar ies of the Trench Government who went to Compiegne to receive the pract ica l 
expression of this love and fa i th were Genera! Huntz iger . M. Noel, A d m i r a l Leluc and General Bergeret. 

When they a r r i ved , on June 19 th , they passed the spot where was graven the f a c t - and no th ing that 
the Germans could do could al ter a line of i t — that "here , on November n t h , 1918, the c r im ina l pr ide 
of the German Government succumbed, hav ing been vanquished by the free peoples it t r ied to ens lave. " 

H i t l e r met the "French Mission in the Pu l lman d in ing-car in which Koch had given the Germans the 
stern condi t ions of his armist ice. General Ke i te l read out the new terms, of wh ich the fo l low ing were 
the main clauses ;--

Trench troops which are surrounded, to lav down arms. 
11K 1 zone of occupied France was defined. Germany agreed to reduce to a m i n i m u m the occupat ion 

of the western coast after the cessation of host i l i t ies w i t h Great Mr i ta in . 

Demobi l i sa t ion of Krench armed forces. wh ich must not leave Krench soil . No Frenchman to serve 
against Germany in the service of other Powers. No French merchant sh ipp ing to leave ha ibou r except 
w i t h the au thor isa t ion of the German and I ta l ian Governments . Aerodromes to be under German or 
I t a l i an con t ro l . 

The Krench 'Meet, except that part left free to safeguard Krench interests in the Colonial E m p i r e , to be 
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col lected in por ts to be specif ied, and to be d isarmed under d e r m a n or I ta l ian con t ro l . The d e r m a n 

Government solemnly declare that they have no in ten t ion of using for their own purposes du r ing the war , 

the French Fleet s tat ioned in ports under German cont ro l . 
A l l German prisoners of war to be released. Al l French prisoners of war to remain so u n t i l the 

conclusion of peace. 
Cessation of host i l i t ies w i l l occur six hours af ter the French Government have concluded an agreement 

s imi lar to the above w i t h the I ta l ian Government . This w i l l he announced be wireless. The armist ice 
w i l l remain in Juice un t i l the conclusion of peace, but may he denounced at any moment if the French 
Govermnent does not fu l f i l i ts obl igat ions. 

It is w o r t h y of note that the Germans. l ike the I ta l ians, expected Great B r i t a i n to ask for an armis t ice , 
otherwise the prov is ion about reduc ing to a m i n i m u m the occupat ion of the west coast of France wou ld 
not have been inserted in the agreement. 

Before signing the document , General Huntziger said that he hoped it wou ld prov ide the poss ib i l i t y 
of t w o great nat ions l i v ing and w o r k i n g together in peace. It was a di f f icul t in on lent for h i m , as a soldier, 
and he hoped that French soldiers wou ld not regret the step now taken . 

General Kei te l repl ied that he acknowledged the French dove rnn ien t ' s acceptance of the terms, and 
that "as a soldier I have only to say that we know how to honour a defeated, courageous f oe . " 

A l ready F iance had appl ied also to I taly for armist ice terms. Immed ia te l y af ter the ceremony at 
Compiegne the French delegates left by air for M u n i c h , whence the Hew to Rome next day. 

Even dur ing these dark days the French a r m y of the A lps fought tenaciously against the I ta l ians , but 
on June 21st the la t te r launched a general a t tack f rom "Mont Blanc to the sea, and reached the val leys of 
the Isere, Arc , d u l l , Ubaye, Tinee, and Vesubie. 

Next day they entered Mentone. and the war between France and I t a l y was at an end. 

In Rome it was agreed that I ta l ian t roops were to s tand on the advanced lines they had reached in al l 

theatres of operat ions, and that a zone 30 to 100 miles in depth in front of these posi t ions was to he 

demi l i ta r ised. 
The clauses which especially a fleeted the Br i t i sh in the Medi ter ranean 'Basin and Af r ica laid down that 

the Formers of Algeria and Tunis ia wh ich marched w i t h L ibya were to be demi l i tar ised ; the coast of 
French Somal i land was to be demi l i ta r ised, and I t a l y was to have the r ight to use the por t of J i b u t i and 
the French section of the ra i lway to Add is Ababa. As long as war cont inued between I t a l y and the 
Br i t i sh Empire the for t i f ied bases of Tou lon . B izer ta , Ajaccio and Oran were to be demi l i ta r ised. The 
I ta l ian armist ice commission was to take in to account , in f ix ing the procedure for demobi l i sa t ion and 
d isarmament , the par t i cu la r impor tance of ma in ta in ing order in French N o r t h A f r i ca , Syr ia , and on the 
coast of French Somal i land. 

Accord ing to the terms of the armist ice the de rmans cont inued host i l i t ies un t i l six hours af ter they 
had been not i f ied that the French had accepted the I ta l i an terms, hut there was na tu ra l l y lit t le resistance. 
They captured Brest, .Epinal. Toul and Lunev i l le on June 20 th . Nex t day they took St rasbourg and 
Colmar in the east, Lyons in the centre, and St. Nazaire on the A t l an t i c coast. The armist ice took effect 
at 12.35 a.m. on June .25th. 

At Compiegne, by H i t le r ' s orders, the ra i lway-car r iage and. the tablet commemora t i ng the German 
surrender in 1918 were removed to Ber l in , and the ground where they had stood was ploughed up. The 
statue to Marshal Foch was al lowed to remain . 

F r o m al l the front iers of France a hur r ied exit of d ip lomats , pol i t ic ians and journal is ts had begun 
d i rec t l y the in ten t ion to conclude an armist ice became k n o w n . M. Dalad ier and M. Mande l , w i t h o ther 
leading figures of the previous admin i s t ra t i on , t r ied to reach N o r t h A f r i ca . They were rough ly handled by 
a c rowd , and subsequent ly arrested, and sent back to Vichy, where the French Government had estab-
ished i ts headquar ters . 
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M. Pierre C o t , who has often been accused of respons ib i l i ty for the g r ave deficiencies of the French 
A i r Force, a r r ived in London and wrote an ar t ic le exp la in ing how l i t t l e he was to blame for the condi t ion 
of I 'Armee de l' A i r . He then left for the United states, when, he had been preceded—amongst many 
o thers—by those bellicose publicis ts , " P e r t i n a x " and Madame Tabouis, whose love for the English 
speaking w o r l d is of recent date, 

M. Paul R e m a n d was mak ing a dash for the Spanish frontier when his ear ran in to a tree. He was 
in jured , and his companion , Comtesse Helene des Portes was k i l l ed . Me was later arrested and joined the 
other politicians. in cap t iv i ty . 

A r m e d resistance was at an end. The Germans held two m i l l i o n French prisoners, and adminis tered 
three quarters of the country, inc luding The richest indus t r i a l d is t r ic ts . But Marshal Petain s t i l l 
possessed the Navy and the Empire . 

For years to come the reasons why a meat nat ion was crushed in six weeks, and a g r e a t a rmy was 
defeated before the m a j o r i t y of its soldiers had f i red a shot, w i l l be explored and expla ined. The tragedy 
w i l l not be a t t r i b u t e d to cowardice, but to co r rup t ion amongst those in a u t h o r i t y , Here certainly was a 
democracy that, was decadent. The ta l l tree of France, which had a so nob ly in the garden of 
Europe, fell w i t h a crash because it had ro t t ed w i t h i n . But trees seed themselves, and nations have an 
in f in i t e capaci ty for renewal . 
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" N o w it has conic to us to stand alone in the breach," said Mr. Wins ton Church i l l , in a broadcast 
address on J u l y 14th. "and face the worst tha l the ty ran t ' s might and enmi ty can do. Bearing ourselves 
h u m b l y before God. but conscious that we SERVE an unfo ld ing purpose . we are ready to defend our na t ive 
land against the invasion by which if is threatened. We are fighting by ourselves alone. .But we are not. 
f ighting for ourselves a lone H e r e in this strong c i t y of refuge, which enshrines the t i t l e deeds of human 
progress, and is of deep consequence to Christ ian c iv i l i sa t ion . . . we await undismayed the impending 
assault. 

"Perhaps it w i l l com,' to night. Perhaps it w i l l come next week.1 Perhaps it w i l l never come. 
H i t l e r has not yet been wi ths tood by a great na t ion with a w i l l power equal to his own . 

" T w o months ago, nay one m o n t h ago, our first and main effort was to keep our best a rmy in 
France . . . Now we have it al l at home. Never before, in the fast war or in tin's, have we had in this 
island an a rmy comparable in q u a l i t y , equipment , or numbers to that which stands on guard here 

to-night . We have a m i l l i o n and-a- half men under arms to n igh t , and every week of June and J u l y has 
seen then- organisat ion, their defences, and thei r s t r i k ing power advance by leaps and bounds 
Behind these we have more than a m i l l i o n of the Local Defence Volunteers , or as they are much better 
called, the Home Guard 

"Should the invader come, there w i l l be no placid Ivine; down of the people in submission before h i m , 
as we have seen- a las! in other countries. We shall defend every vi l lage, every tow n, every c i ty 
We w o u l d rather see London laid in r u i n and ashes than that it should be tamely and abject ly enslaved." 

it was a fine fighting speech, expressing the feelings of a people who had never felt less l ike lying down. 
Mr . Church i l l spoke the t r u t h about our 1,500.000 soldiers, but qui te r i g h t l y , in that emergency, not the 
whole t r u t h . He d id not ment ion (what is now common knowledge) tha t our shortage of mun i t ions 
was then serious. We had a large a rmy, but insufficient rifles and a m m u n i t i o n for i t . and for the Home 
Guard . The l a t t e r cont inued for many weeks to d r i l l w i t h broomsticks. 

1 A popular prediction was that invasion would be attempted on the lull moon of July 19th. 1940. 
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Un ion of Clerks demanded an immediate armistice arid a Socialist peace, and the Shop Assistants ' U n i o n 
also condemned " th i s imper ia l i s t w a r . " But such resolutions were passed before the blitzkrieg. Af ter i t . 
only the Daily Worker, ever sedulous to propagate the views of Moscow, d id its small best to criticise and 
condemn the Government, u n t i l it was suppressed in January , 1941. 

In 1939, there were 10,000 avowed Communists in (meat B r i t a i n and 4,500 Young Communists . It is 
hard to sav how m a n y sympathisers there were then, and now are, but no one who is not a. m i l i t a n t 
worker is accepted as a member of the Party, so that these figures represent the spear head of the Red 
movement . The c i rcula t ion of the Daily Worker was 80,000 a day, and was no doubt seen by three times 
that number of readers. There was also a more subtle and sinister l i thographed news-sheet. The Week, 
enjoying a considerable c i rcula t ion in " i n t e l l e c t u a l " circles : this was suppressed at the same t ime as the 
Daily Worker. 

Conscientious objectors were less than 40.000 up to the end of 10,40. Their numbers diminished as 

each age group was called up ; the worse our s i tuat ion the fewer were those who desired to abstain from 
helping the national war effort. As to the ma jo r i t y of Br i t i sh citizens, they laid aside poli t ics in the 
hour of nat ional danger. 

W h e n the Emergency p o w e r s Defence Ac t was passed t he V i t a l need o f t h e m o m e n t , a n d o f t h e f u t u r e , 

was to increase our product ion. It was necessary to put the whole country to work as it had never worked 
before ; and although we are s t i l l far short of an ideal ut i l i sa t ion of our available man-power and woman-
power, the wheels of indust ry have begun to tu rn at double, and sometimes at four t imes' their 
previous speed. 

Women have played an impor tant p a n in this war, as they did in the last. When the w o r l d was s t i l l 
at peace, in J u l y 1939, there were 440,00. women eriLNiqed in making motor vehicles, bicycles, and aircraft, 
3 jo ,ooo work ing in other metal trades, and 92.000 IN engineering ; it is no secret that these numbers have 
been great ly increased, and that women have replaced men in indus t ry on an enormous scale, w i t h the full 
approval of the Trades Unions concerned. Thousands of firms are engaged in t r a in ing women workers, 
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industr ies , t w o thousand miles of coast - l ine opposite our shores, and most of the strategical advantages 
for sea and air war . We were facing enemies three t imes our s t rength (45 mi l l i ons against 130), but we 
believed our rulers conf ident ly when they t o l d us tha t we could conquer. 

The worst of the air a t tacks began in September, but the first large-scale raid occurred before France 
had signed the armist ice , on June 18 th . As the raids increased in in tens i ty , so d id the enterprise and 
energy of the C iv i l Defence Services. A i r - r a i d wardens, a u x i l i a r y firemen, nurses, .shelter marshals, and 
demol i t i on squads, who had been incl ined to languish under a sense tha t there was n o t h i n g for them 
to do, now discovered how urgent was the need of their services, and how valuable the i r t r a i n i n g had 
been. 

About 1.800.000 people were employed in the yarious branches of A . K . P . D u r i n g the first w i n t e r 
there had been considerable confusion. d u p l i c a t i o n , and mismanagement . In theory the organisat ion 
left much to be desired, but in practice, thanks to a general spir i t of resourcefulness, the arrangements 
worked we l l . 

W i t h regard to shelter and evacuat ion, the Government was confronted w i t h problems of the greatest 
urgency, in which a false step migh t have brought in its t r a i n incalculable calamities. To remove chi ldren 
f rom danger areas was easier said than done. Compulsion was obvious ly undesirable if persuasion 
w o u l d ava i l . In spite of the ter r ib le sufferings and hardship of the war there has been a coun te rva i l i ng 
advantage in the im p roved heal th and happiness of m i l l i ons of chi ldren who have left our cities and 
learned for the first t ime to know their b i r t h r i g h t of the countrys ide . 

Dur ing the summer of 1040, questions of p r i o r i t y engaged the constant and anxious a t t en t ion of the 
War Cabinet, and it is no exaggeration to say that the whole course of the war was governed by the 
difficult decisions then made. 

Wha t size of a rmy d id we require, and how equipped ? What p ropor t ion of avai lable ma te r i a l 
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As regards the oil s i tua t ion , there is. of course, a shortage in Germany of more than petro l ; no tab ly of 
t i n . tungsten. c h r o m i u m , and na tu ra l rubber. But oi l is the- chief lack. 

Many calculat ions have been made as to the present reserves and fu ture consumpt ion of oi l in 
Germany and I t a l y , but one th ing is r e t a i n , that the Ax is supplies must d imin ish as host i l i t ies 
cont inue, and that they ran be replenished only from l im i ted sources, namely German p roduc t i on , 
of some' .4,300.000 tons of synthet ic and na tu ra l o i l . and the amounts brought alone, ra i lways, and up 
the Danube, f rom Poland, Ruman ia , and 'Russia. F rom these countr ies Germany may ob ta in , w i t h 
d i f f i cu l ty , some .4,000,000 tons a year. 

In peace-t ime, Germany used 12,000,000 tons a year, and I t a l y 6,000,000 tons. In war the amount 
consumed na t tua l l y depends on the operat ions in p rocess , and is not easy to calculate. A big bomber 
uses near ly a ton of fuel an hour, "Tanks and men-of-war h a w immense appet i tes, especially the fast 
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wor ld ' s goods) was harnessing, at the close of the year, her vast capacities to our cause. She was pledged 
to help us w i thou t s t in t or l i m i t . 

W i t h o u t s t int or l i m i t , also, was the help given by the Dominions and Crown Colonies. 
At the. end of the year Canada had 50,000 men overseas, 100,000 in t r a i n i n g at home, and joo .ooo 

registered reserves. In Aust ra l ia 119,000 men had volunteered for service overseas. In New Zealand 
100,000 men an enormous propor t ion of her popula t ion of 1,500,000 had jo ined the N . Z . E . F . South 
Africa had recruited 100,000 men for the Un ion Defence Force. In Southern Rhodesia conscript ion was 
int roduced chiefly to keep men out of the a rmy , for so m a n y in key positions wanted to volunteer that if 
became necessary for the Government to cont ro l the man power of the coun t ry . 

India also made a considerable con t r i bu t ion to the Empire war effort. From a strategical and m i l i t a r y 
point of view, her position is p ivo ta l for the reinforcement of our life-line in the Near East—-the Suez 
Canal but her pol i t ica l s i tua t ion is not ent i re ly satisfactory. The Congress Pa r ty , representing the 
H i n d u m a j o r i t y in India , demands independence, inc lud ing (in its view) the r igh t to rule some 90 m i l l i o n 

of its Moslem fellow-subjects. whereas these people (cheifly in N o r t h India) do not desire to be governed 
by Hindus , and are inclined to demand sepaiat ion. 

A l though , for these reasons (perhaps too generalised and abbreviated) India has not been able to 
speak w i t h a united voice, the deadlock has not interfered w i t h the eo operat ion of the Ind ian Princes 
who have sent impor tant contingents to the front, as they did in the last Great War ; nor has it weaned 
the soldiers of the Indian A r m y , whatever their fa i th , from their old and wel l - t r ied l oya l ty to the Br i t i sh 
Umpi re . 

In spite of pol i t ica l quarrels. leaders of a l l shades of opinion are uni ted in their detestat ion of the Nazi 
wettanschauung. The Hindus are a race of too ancient a cul ture to be a t t rac ted to the A r y a n creed <»l 
Rosenberg, whi le to Moslems the wor ld over (and they number 165.000.000) democracy is a par t of their 
rel igion. 

As a source of supplies, only the surface of India 's vast possibilities have been scratched. When they 
are fu l ly developed they w i l l add enormously to the war potent ia l of the Umpi re , and to her own weal th . 
She is to make 3,ooo armoured light mg vehicles next year (1942) and this year Indian factories are pro­
ducing- 200,000,000 rounds of small arm a m m u n i t i o n , and huge amounts of ju t e , canvas and leather goods. 
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Beside, our own people, stand our allies from the eonquered lands. Lake Chad T e r r i t o r y , the French 
Cameroons, and French Kqua to r ia l Africa have brought notable accessions to the Free French movement , 
and many volunteers have come from Syria to join the A r m y of the Nile . 

Thousands of Polish troops, and hundreds of Polish airmen (whose exploi ts are now the admi ra t i on of the 
R.A.F.) made their way out o | their own coun t ry and eventua l ly readied France, where they fought w i t h 
threat ga l l an t ry . In the midst of the French defeat they main ta ined thei r formations in tac t , and marched 
to Bordeaux. There General S ikorsk i , the i r leader, refused to accept the terms of the French armist ice , 
and induced the Bri t ish N a v y to br ing his troops to this coun t ry , where they were re-armed and equipped. 

Uni t s of the Czechoslovak Legion, who had also been f ight ing in France, formed the nucleus of a new 
Region, So d id Norwegian . "Dutch, and Belgian contingents . 

No doubt the invasion of Great B r i t a i n w o u l d have been a t t empted if we had not brought down 185 
German aeroplanes on September 15th, to crown the previous air victor ies at D u n k i r k in May and over the 
Home Counties on August .25th, 30 th , 31 st, and September 2nd. S t i l l the possibi l i ty remained, and 
remains. 

W h y tar r ied the wheels of their char iots? We wai ted and wondered in September- and are w a i t i n g 
s t i l l . 

The wide beaches of the Fast Coast saw strange summer visi tors . Instead of chi ldren 's sand castles 
there were strong points at wh ich men in u n i f o r m laboured unceasingly. Barbed wire entanglements 
took the place of deck-chairs along the shore ; there were neither bands nor concert parties, but band­
stands and piers put 1o new uses. 

There were no day t r ips for v is i tors up and down the coast ; those who went on day t r ips d i d so in 
trawlers and drif ters , l i v ing the W h i t e Ensign. The smart yachts and moto r boats were now a businesslike 



A camouflaged coastal gun at practice. 
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grey, as they raced in and out of harbour , and they wore manned by oddly-assorted n e w s in odd ly -
assorted rigs, very often ret i red naval officers, to whose oddly assorted ages the A d m i r a l t y t u rned a 
b l i n d eve. 

H o m e Guards pat ro l led the lanes, the r a i l w a y bridges, and the lactones when- the mach ine ry was 
never s t i l l , and g rumbled that rifles were hard to get. 

The C i v i l Defenec Services were c o m i n g i n t o the i r own : they had proved their met t l e hirst m a hundred 
raids on the Hast Coast, and then in three months ' bombing of London and in savage a t tacks on our 
great indus t r i a l cities. 

Meanwhi le , a great a rmv was under ca.n\*as, or in bi l le ts throughout the length and breadth ol (nea t 

B r i t a i n . 
No longer were we lapped in dreams of "assurance of v i c t o r y . " Ve ry d is tan t seemed those days of 

The Prime Minister with New Zealand gunners. 

September, 1939, when we dropped leaflets over Germany, te l l ing the people that we had no e n m i t y 
against t hem, and that "our resources, and those of our Al l ies , in men, arms and supplies are immense. 
We are too strong to break by blows, and we could wear y o n down i n e x o r a b l y . " 

Tha t was a year ago, but what centuries seemed to have passed ! 
We were mole confident than ever, after we had been induced, w i t h a politeness that veiled a menace, 

to close the Burma Road, and to w i t h d r a w our garrisons in the Far Fast . Submarine sinkings were 
increasing. There were leakages in our blockade, t h rough Russia, by the trans-Siberian route . A 
counter blockade was being wielded by the enemy w i t h d isquie t ing effect, now that his submarines were 
based on the French At lant ic ports , and that we were denied harbourage in Fire . The long n igh ts of 
w i n t e r were soon to begin, and already the sirens sounded every evening. 

F v e n fr iendly neutrals predicted the coming t r i u m p h of the A x i s Powers ; but we had strong knees, 
and had. fought our way out of t ight places before. 

We had been near complete disaster in 1797. when we were b a n k r u p t , when I re land was on the verge 
of rebel l ion, and when the Nava l mutineers at the Nore had hoisted the Red F lag of the French 



































The large scale exercases watched by Sir Alan Brooke, Commander-in-Chief. Home Forces, included those of an armoured division, In this 
picture, tanks and scout cars are seen under cover. 
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A New Zealand f ie ld ar t i l le ry section in the Middle East. 



The South Staffordshires at musketry practice in the Libyan desert. 





The Arabs who form such a large proport ion of the Transjordania Frontier Force are among the finest horsemen in the world. Here, a trumpeter 
is sounding a call. Note the straight Br i t i sh sword and Western saddle. 







A french-mortar crew of the Kind's, Own, 
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up to the l i m i t of her storage capaci ty . Her annual expenditure was in the region of 6,000,000 tons. 
The on ly sourer of supply remain ing to her after June, 1940, was Ruman ia , but her A x i s par tner was a 
compet i to r in this marke t , the "Black Sea route was closed, and the problem of p r o v i d i n g r o l l i n g stock 
across Yugoslavia 's single t rack r a i lway was serious. F r o m the I t a l i a n poin t of view the first desideratum 
was a short war . 

Stra tegical ly I t a l y occupies a predominant posi t ion in the ( A n t r a l Medi ter ranean. 
The only deep water channel (40 miles wide) lies br tween the s t rongly for t i f ied island of Bantel ler ia . 

south-west of Sic i ly , and the coast of Tunis ia . Mal ta is only 20 minutes by air from Sic i ly , and was too 
vulnerable to be used permanent ly as a base by the Br i t i sh Medi terranean f l ee t . On the other hand, 
before the French collapse, the aerodromes in southern France and Corsica threatened the important . 

hyd ro -e ln trie power stations on which t in- ra i lways 111 nor thern I t a l y depend, and also the Genoa- Tur in 
M i l a n t r iangle, in which the ehiel industries are s i tuated. 

The whole I ta l ian ra i lway svstem, runn ing as it does along the \\vs1 and east coast- separated by the 
spine of the Apennines, is h ighly vulnerable , and i l l adapted to war condi t ions . F r o m Genoa, the main 
j u n c t i o n for the indus t r ia l cities of the n o r t h , as far as Bisa, the double t rack runs along the sea toast , 
t h rough frequent tunnels, and any i n t e r r u p t i o n wou ld starve the great arsenal of Spezia as wel l as Rome 
and a l l the cities of the south. A l l the i iaff ic Ironi the nor thern cities which tloes not pass th rough (.eiioa. 
and down the west-coast route , passes either th rough Bologna. Florence. Rome, or else t l u o u g h Bologna 
and down the east-coast route. A l l communica t ions between ( i e rmanv and southern I t a l y depend, 
therefore, on two junct ions Aenoa and Bologna. 

Unless I t a l y held command of the sea and the air, she was in a dangerous posi t ion in her own 
t e r r i t o r y . As to her F'mpire. i t was immedia te ly in dire per i l in the event of war w i t h B r i t a i n and France. 

E r i t r e a , I t a l i a n Somah'land, Abyssinia and L i b y a were at the mercy of superior sea power, as were the 
Dodecanese Islands, s t rn ig out l ike a necklace along the coast of Asia Mino r . 
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The collapse of France changed the whole strategical aspect of Italy's situation, especially in Libya, 
where Marshal Balbo was now free to concentrate his troops on the attack on Egypt. In Cairo thousands 
of Italian residents awaited (with mixed feelings) the coming of the Fascists. No doubt the Italian 
Government hoped also to reap the benefit of its anti-British propaganda in Palestine, and looked for an 
Arab rising. 

The keystone of the arch of our Imperial communications was the Suez Canal, but we were threatened 
and out numbered not only in Egypt, but in British Somaliland. Kenya, and the Anglo Egyptian Sudan. 

British Somaliland is an arid stretch of hills and sand, on the south of the Gulf of Aden, covering 
68,ooo square miles, and encircled by Italian and French territory. Our garrison amounted to a weak 

brigade of mixed British, Somali and Indian trops, who were endeavouring now that French support 
was denied to hold a front of 150 miles. 

On August 4th two Italian divisions, with park artillery and tanks, supported by aeroplanes, crossed 
the Somaliland frontier in three columns and advanced on Odweina, Hargeisa and Garagara. The next 
day the enemy occupied the port of Zeila without opposition, and captured Hargeisa a village of wattle 
huts alter an engagement in which the British delaying force inflicted severe casualties, including the 
loss of three tanks. On August 6th Odweina fell. 

On August 11th a general attack was made on the British positions at the Yurgargan Pass over which 
runs the track to Berbera, which was the only port now in British possession. The enemy was held for 
three days but on the 14th he brought up fresh troops and launched a further violent attack. 

Alter holding their position for some time the British forces retired in good order, and were embarked 
from Berbera. It was yet another evacuation ••• the fifth in four months but the Navy was there, as it 
had been at Aandalsnes, Namsos, Dunkirk, the French Atlantic ports and the Channel Islands. 



In fan t ry of the Arab legion on the march. In the background stands a stone fortress. the c rumbl ing walls of which were built for the Kings of 
Damascus in the th i r teenth century. 



An I t a l i a n tank has been ambushed and Indian troops go forward to the at tack. 



A British sound location crew on duty in their pit in the Libyan desert. where they work in conjunction with their comrades operating searchlights 
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The I ta l ians also a t tacked on the K e n y a frontier . Their object ive was Moyale, held by a handful of 
K i n d ' s Afr ican Rifles, The assault began on June 28th and cont inued w i t h v a r y i n g intensity for three 
weeks ; but there was l i t t l e To be gained by t r y i n g to hold this frontier post, behind wh ich l av 150 miles 
of scrub and desert. On the night of J u l y 13th the garrison stole out and passed th rough the lines of the 
besieging force w i t h o u t b r i n g detected. 

A far more serious threat to our posit ion was the a t tack on the Anglo- Egyp t i an Sudan. I he I ta l ians , 
though cut o i l from supplies, had large reserves in East Afr ica , and a powerful a rmy act ing on in ter ior 
lines. The threat to K h a r t o u m , w i t h its direct communicat ions w i t h ("aim, was ex t remely menacing. 

I h i r ing June there was desul tory sk i rmish ing , but on J u l y 4 th the- enemy lorces, compris ing l ight tanks 
and armoured ears, supported by bombers, captured Kassala and Galabat . * 

For tuna te ly the I ta l ians made no effort to exploi t these early successes. They may have been unable 
to do so, owing to lack of fuel and a m m u n i t i o n , but the chief reason for their i n a c t i v i t y was doubtless the 
sk i l fu l handl ing of the small contingent of Imper ia l troops in this area, wh ich led the enemy to believe 
that they were sur iounded by a great ly superior force. 

One such exploit was an a t tack by a m o t o r pa t ro l south-east of" Kassala. It fell upon an I t a l i an 
ba t ta l ion neai lessenei. across the Kr iUean front ier , and. cut if to pieces, i n f l i c t i ng 450 casualties, wh i l e 
suffering no loss itself. 

On November 7 th , in an act ion north-cast of Kassala, Br i t i sh foices detached some I ta l ians from thei r 
ma in body, and took t j . { prisoners and a q u a n t i t y of arms and stores. On t in- same day a co lumn ni 
B r i t i s h and Ind ian troops drove the enemy out of ( ia laba t . h i v e days later they were opera t ing b o m this 
vi l lage and i n f l i c t i n g heavy losses on the I ta l ians. 

As the months passed, the br i l l i an t harassing operations of our patrols began to te l l on the morale of 
bo th I t a l i a n and na t ive troops, whi le the Imper i a l force gained in experience and were able to send 









Polish cavalrymen on the march in the Middle East, 













An Indian machine-gun post in. the Libyan desert. 









Ant i - tank guns captured from the I tal ians, 



























On one of their own lorries, captured I ta l ian troops start their journey into capacity 
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Fascists. I t a l y was soon to have half a dozen wars on her hands ; and on .November 21st a cheerless 
statement was issued in Rome regarding the difficulties of the Egyp t i an campaign, what w i t h the c l imate , 
the water -shortage, and the " 300,000 troops, .divisions ol the Br i t i sh A r m y , " which 
were said to he facing the I ta l ians . However, an at tack was contempla ted soon, p robab ly when a 
consignment ol'Jorries sent i rom I t a l y had arr ived at Sidi Bar ram. An order Irom F.raziani was .found on 
prisoners, taken on December 9 th , s tat ing that " the B k e k s h i r t s in L i b y a , together w i t h the armed forces, 
send out thei i thoughts to the l)\ir, m the cer ta in ty of v i c t o r y . " 

No doubt , ( i i a / . i au i hnnsefj was less certain of v i c to ry that the commander of his advanced s t r ik ing 
force. I n fo rma t ion as to WaveH's movements was h a i d to j jvt . After the swoops and pounces of 
September then- was son let Inn.:.; sinister a I >ouf the calm in t he desert. J British troops, tanks, t rucks . Lums, 
were sunk out of sieht, appeal me; sometiines at unexpected places in the in ter ior lor a swift and savage 
ra id , then vanishing again into the mirage. 

Only seven of Wavel l ' s senior s tal l officers were acquainted w i t h the plan of at tack which be^an on 
December 7 th . when our forces left Mersa M a t r u h . The very troops who were to lead the fust assault 
thought un t i l the last quar ie i of an hour that they were engared on one of the Kict ica l exercises which 
they had so often practised, d u r i n g recent weeks. At N a v y and A i r Force headquarters a few more 
officers were in the know, but the whole operat ion tanks smashing through t ro in the south, the N a v y 
pounding Sidi Barrani i rom the nor th , and the k . A . F . plaster ing al l aerodromes in fy rena ica (on the 
night of December 8 th , 25 Tons of bombs weic dropped at Benghazi alone)— was c o o r d i n a t e d and carried 
out in the strictest seciecy. 

In the dark hours of Saturday night , December 7 th , an armoured divis ion went out i n to the desert, in a 
south-westerly d i rec t ion , followed by a brigade of niotoriscd in fan t ry . When clay broke on Sunday, the 
co lumn hal ted and the men lav down. Their orders were to remain s t i l l . They were unable to l i^h t fires 
lest smoke should reveal their presence. To our troops, lying' there under the vast arc of sky. w i t h 
no th ing to do, in a cold w i n d , w i t h only cold food to eat. and even then" water -supply s t r i c t ly l im i t ed , 
this day must have seemed more than usually bor ing. They could not know that they were making 
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h i s to ry . But i t was here, du r ing this long, d u l l , d iscipl ined i m m o b i l i t y , tha t the coming bat t les were 
more than ha l l won , 

J l o w much hinged on tha t water ! Had our force been discovered, i t w o u l d h a w given the I ta l ians 
a taste of i ts q u a l i t y , but w i t h o u t the element of surprise, and the' means to exp lo i t i t , Wave l l ' s ma in 
objec t ive could not have been a t t a ined . He m i g h t have been able to report a successful sk i rmish at 
Sidi B a r r a n i . but not a break- through and pursu i t . He w o u l d have been compelled to r e t u r n for o i l 
and water , and then begin again from Mersa M a t r t i h . 

Our force was not discovered. Kven our own t ighter p i lo t s , keeping the skies clear of the cnemv, 
could ha rd ly discern our scattered and camouflaged formations. 

On that Sunday morn ing , when a lew hundred B r i t i s h tanks stood merged w i t h the rocks of the 
desert, and some three thousand of our soldiers remained as motionless as salt-bushes, the I t a l i a n pos i t ion 
at Sidi Bar ran i contained the 23rd A r m y Corps, n u m b e r i n g 50,000 men. I t consisted of a Blaekshir t 

d iv i s ion , and two L i b y a n divis ions, and General Male t t i ' s a rmoured co lumn of l ight and m e d i u m tanks, 
wh ich was to be the spearhead of the a t tack on L g v p t . They were to be jo ined next day, or the day 
al ter , by the o. j th Div i s ion ol regulars, then march ing from Bard ia , m a k i n g a t o t a l of 05,000 men. 

AN wa> nearly i cadv for the advance to Cairo. The posi t ion swarmed w i t h troops. There were 
petrol dumps, a m m u n i t i o n parks, heaps of t inned food, p l en ty of Chian t i and confidence. L i t t l e was 
lacking except news <»f the enemy. 

General Gal l ina . commanding the j j r d Corps, and his ofhcers were we l l content w i t h the disposit ions 
thev had made. Indeed, the major part of the eas tward defences were wc l l -b iaccd against a B r i t i s h 
a t ta i k , w i t h wi re , t ank- t raps and gun-emplacements. 

The I t a l i an posi t ion was a t r iangle , w i t h its apex p o i n t i n g south, to K i r Sofati in the desert, 25 miles 
.south of Sidi Bar ran i , The nor thern base of the t r iangle ran along the coast from Alak t i l a , 12 miles east 
0! Sidi Bar ran i , to a point six miles west. At Sofaji, on the v(\i^1 of the desert escarpment, there was a 
s t rong group of camps, then a gap, then the for t i f ied posts of N ibe iwa , JJabsa, Last T u m i n a r . and West 
Turmnar , and a chain ol outposts to M a k t i l a . The flaws in this line w h i c h had been discovered weeks 
before by one of. Wave l l ' s staff- were- t w o : a gap between Sofati and N ibe iwa , w l i i c h cou ld be used by 
tanks to take the n o r t h e r n posit ions in rear, and second, t h a t N i b e i w a was a sort of "Beau Geste" camp, 





Some of the Abyssinian patriots who shared in the revolt against Italian domination, inspected by the Emperor Haile Selassie in the Sudan 
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Commanders and a Iarge number of other senior officers had been taken, and immense quant i t ies of war 
mater ia l ; four I ta l i an d iv is ions had been scat tered, cap tured or dest royed. 

"Perhaps the i r hearts are not in thei r w o r k " Mr. Churchi l l said of t hem, wh i le pav ing t r i bu te to I ta l ian 
courage in the Four Years War . "Perhaps they have been so long cont ro l led and d isc ip l ined and ruled 

. . . that they have not h i t those v i r i l e emot ions . . . wh i ch are best nour ished by discipl ine imposed 
on f reedom." 

By Saturday . December 14th a week a l ter the start of operat ions from Mersa Ma t ruh uni ts of our 
a rmoured brigade were already inside the L i byan border, and some had even reached the road f rom Bardia 
to Tob ruk . There was con fus ion and d ismay al l alone; the I ta l ian line of communica t ions , f rom Benghazi 
to So l ium. In constant sand storms the main body of our tanks and i n fan t r y were beine; rushed as fast 
as wheels could take them to Halfaya Pass. 

"I he heights were carr ied w i t h magnif icent dash, and So l ium and Fort Capuzzo fell on December 16th 
to our advance s t r i k ing l o n e , together w i t h the f ront ier posts of Musaid, Sidi Omar and Shefferzeii, 
ex tend ing southwards in to the desert, and bui l t by the I ta l ians not so much to in iard against Br i t ish 
a t tack as to keep disaffected L ibyans from crossing in to .F.Lrvptian t e r r i t o r y . In Sol ium we packed 
I t a l i an prisoners in to the wire < a.iM-s they had designed (or the capt ives they had hoped to take on the 
linn eh to Cairo. 

No success on th is scale had ever before been achieved w i t h such smal l loss. Up to December 19th 
our casualties were 72 k i l led and 738 wounded. Fnemy casualties in k i l led and wounded could not be 
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W h i l e this force was advancing by the coastal road to Benghazi . t a k i n g Derna on Janua ry 30th, and 
Cyrene on February 3rd, our armoured d iv is ion wits engaged on a most hazardous and ambi t ions project . 
Along the good road by the sea-shore, no r th of the Green Mounta ins , the distance from Tobruk to Benghazi 
is 260 miles, but t h e i r is a short cut souih of the mounta ins much shorter on paper, but ac tua l ly 
240 miles, owing to its wind ings leading to a point seventy miles south of Benghazi and west of Soluk. 
It is on ly a camel t rack . 

At the vi l lage of M e k i i l i , 135 miles from T o b r u k . the vanguard ol" this f o n v encountered hen. e 
opposi t ion on J anua ry 20th and 27th . I t drove the I ta l ians off, and by the t ime I V n i a had fallen 
(January j o t l i J the d iv is ion had assembled .secretly at M e k i i l i . By February ;rd, wi icn Fyrene led, all 
was ready for the dash to the eoast. The object was to surround the I ta l ians who wei v about to ret! eat 
f rom Benghazi . 

K v e r v t h i n i ; was sacrificed to speed. Men's water was reduced to a ejass a day. and sleep to a lew hours. 

A s torm of l a i n , w i t h icy w i n d , added to the difficult ies ol the darkness. < )ver salt bushes, an th i l l s and 
boulders the co lumn bumped its way , Jed by compass bearing, w i t h hard ly a halt lor ;o hours, u n t i l it 
had covered 150 miles, and was w i t h i n si^ht of the sea. Men and tanks stood the strain marvel lously . 

(>n the afternoon of "February 5th our advanced uni ts struck near Soluk, between the vanguard of the 
I t a l i an retreat and the main body of the enemy, which it surprised in co lumn route. Another detach­
men t - a motorised ba t t a l ion of Rifles, w i t h a ba t t e ry of a r t i l l e r y bad made a dash s t i l l fur thei south, 
and had held up the head of the I t a l i an co lumn . 

General TeJlera, the ( i . ( ) . ( \ of the I t a l i a n l o t h A r m y , had w i t h h i m some 20,000 men and 150 tanks 
of a new and powerful type , the M y ; ; together w i t h motorised a r t i l l e r y and a n t i t a n k LUIIIS. H I S first 
effort to break t h r o u g h our encirclement was an at tack towards the sea-coast. 

'I he I ta l ians were at bay, and fought desperately : some of their tanks ac tua l ly reached ba t ta l ion 
headquarters. It was a crucial moment . YYe were ou tnumbered by Jive to one, and our men had been 
t h r o w n straight in to the bat t le after t h i r t y - s i x hours of an exhaust ing forced m a i c h . They held on l ike 
bulldogs and knocked out the leading I t a l i an tanks w i t h the few rounds remain ing to the i r Bofors p u i s . 
I h i r ing the n i ^ h t , a m m u n i t i o n and tank mines were rushed to them f jom the main body. 

Had Tellera a t tacked our eastern flank he miuht have succeeded in forcing a passage for Ins vehicles 



BRITAIN AT WAR : THE ARMY 

Australians in Bren 

and in fan t ry . because OUT van iu ia id had pushed on so last that there was a gap between it and the main 
body. But the s tubborn resistance of the Rifles was wel l rewarded, lor ha rd ly a man , t ank , or gun of 
t h e enemy e s c a p e d . 

BY the morn ing of the 6th our main body was astride the I t a l i an line ol retreat. S t i l l the issue was 
doub t fu l , for we had t ravel led Jar and fast, and were great ly ou tnumbered . For fifteen hoiu.s a tre­
mendous tank bat t le raided, w i t h va ry ing fortunes, but at last t i le I ta l ians be^an to run short of 
a m m u n i t i o n , and lost many of the i r vehicles over the land mines we had laid du r ing the night . When 
s ix ty I t a l i an tanks had been destroyed, and some ten thousand troops had been made prisoner, the 
remainder surrendered. 

General Tellera was m o r t a l l y wounded in a tank in which he had been commanding the operations. 
General Berganzoli and five other generals were captured. In the wreckage of that field lay the hopes of 
the new Fascist Empire . 

Meanwhile , the Aus t ra l ian d iv i s ion , advancing rap id ly from Derna. took the t own and port of 
Benghazi wi thou t serious resistance. Our a r m u r e d patrols pushed on southwards, as far as EI A g l i c l a , 
175 miles from Benghazi. 

Our v ic tory resounded throughout the w o r l d . Had, Waved halted his troops at Tobruk , after hav ing 
advanced 225 miles in six weeks, the L i b y a n campaign would s t i l l have been accounted an impor tan t 
success. Now he had advanced 500 miles in ciidit weeks. He had. smashed the I t a l i an N o r t h Afr ican 
A r m y and had proved beyond p e r a d w n t u r c that our generals, as wel l as our soldiers of the la t te i even 
the enemy had always entertained .1 wholesome respect were w o r t h y of our t rad i t ions . In all we had 
taken oxw 1 ;o.ooo prisoners (more prisoners than we had troops in L i b y a ! inc lud ing nineteen ( iei icrals 
and. an A d m i r a l . Enemy troops k i l l ed , wounded and sick amounted at least to another Jo,000. "The 
red star ol the Island troops had r isen," as M r . W i n s t o n Church i l l says in his Marlborough, " and there was 
a qua l i t y in their at tacks which seemed to raise the fierceness a'\ the war to a new d e r i v e . " Soon that 
star was to shine on other battlefields. 
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