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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION

WE thought that Palestine had passed i nto ancient
history, but it has been a centre of modern events.
No country in the world has a more continuously
interesting and profitable story. Its present popula-
tion is made of sturdy and able people. Three great
religionscall itHoly Land. It presentstoview three
distinct types of human society, the desert nomad
who dwells in the tented encampment, the peasant
villager who reminds us in so many ways of the
people of the Bible, and the more foreign looking
and mingled folk of thelargecities.

We have picked thevillagelifeas most suggestive
of the quaint customs of the past. It has been grati-
fyingto havethosewho know thislifebest, including
villagers themselves, praise the accuracy and sym-
pathy of the descriptions.

The volume has not been compiled from books,
but drawn from life. An additional chapter seeks
to sum present conditions.
= |ife has changed even in the East but much re-
mained in Palestine, especially under the Turkish
regime, that is suggestive of Bible Times. Wetrust
that we have provided here a cross-section of a most
interesting period. We hope for even more, that the
reader with dramatic imagination may be able to fill
the places and figuresof the biblical past withlife.

HAVERFOBD, PA., . EG
FEBRUARY 24, 1921



A few words that are pretty well fixed in popular usage, as Beirut,
Jaffa, Jerusalem, etc., are not changed in spelling, but for most Arabic
words the following alphabet has been used in transliteration:

-— T gh ¥
b z | a
t B k u
th sh k i
i 8 1 1
h 4 m 1
kh t n i

d dhorg h

dh w

The use of y final and of 6 as aids to pronunciation will be of obvious
import. When a foreign word occurs in the book for the first time
it is put in italics.
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The PEASANTRY of
PALESTINE

CHAPTER |

| NTRODUCTORY. THE COUNTRY OP WESTERN PALESTI NE.
GENERAL FEATURES

HIS little book will make no attempt to tell all
that could be said of its subject, but we hope that
its selection of things to tell will be gratifying to

you. Our wish is that not many of its pages may be
condemned as dry, but that most of them may have in-
terest and refreshment. If sometime when you are tired
you can sit down and be pleased with some of these
pages, here or there, you will know a little of how the
trudging peasant of the village feds as, going over hill
after hill, from each top he gazes off towards the west and
ses the evening mists thickening and looking like good,
cool mountains in the sea. It is pleasant to see the face of
the native light up as he catches sight of the clouds heavy
with blessings of moisture. Perhapsfierce sirocco days have
followed one another for some time, longer than usual.  Such
days are usually looked for in trios at least, but often they
hold for a longer time. Their peculiarly enervating heat is
very trying, and when they have passed one welcomes
eagerly an evening that brings the heavy mist. This an-
nounces that the succession of hot days is broken and that
some days of respite are coming. The welcome moisture
blesses the vineyards, the fig orchards, the tomatoes,
sguashes and melons, and it is sure to bring out ejaculations
of blessing from the fervent peasant, praising the Father of
all, whose favoring mercy he feels.
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THE PEASANTRY OF PALESTI NE

Look out on a morning early and you will see the mists'
scudding, drifting, veiling and dissevering like masses of
gauze, like streamers of truant hair. Perhaps some near
mountain may be cut off from the little hill half-way down
by a moat filled with billowing fog. Soon the sun cuts it
and scattersit away and the hot, dry day setsin. Theroads
and rocks are powdered with lime dust, the somber morning
tones on the hills are touched with whitening brightness.
Here and there is the dusty gray of an olive-orchard or the
bright green of vineyards. Overhead, the brightest blue is
set with one yellow gem of fire that creeps up and up until
noon, and then the toiling peasantry, who have watched this
timepiece of the heavens, sit down in the nearest shade to
eat their food and chat. That done, they roll over for the
luxury of anap and forget a hot, dry hour in a healthy doze.
The click of the chisel in the quarry ceases, the hoe is cast
aside, the driver is lying on his face, fast adeep, while the
donkey nibbles and rolls his load-sore back deliciously in
the dust. The camel sits like a salamander, apparently
minding no change of weather. Little birds pant for breath.
All is very still and hot.

But work-time comes again before the heat goes, and the
workmen half sit up, looking around, perhaps playfully
tossing a stick or clod on the head of alazier comrade. The
work-saddles are roped on the backs of the animals. The
camel, long habituated to complaining, whether made to
kneel or rise again, utters grating gutturals from his long
throat. Heisthe Oriental striker, objecting, vocally, at least,
to every new demand upon him. Well waked, the country-
side begins to be busy again and work goes on until sundown.
As the afternoon slips into the evening you will see traveling
peasants hastening to make their villages. The hills are
touched with pinks and purples that shade into dark blue.
The gray owl calls, the foxes reconnoiter the fields, the village

* Hosea 13:3.
12




THE PEASANTRY OF PALESTINE

dogs bark, lights straggle out from the settlements. One
may hear the song of a watcher in a vineyard or the bang
of his musket as he shoots at a dog or fox meddling with
the vines. As we hastened one evening through a village
two hours distance from our own, the people, sitting about
the doors and in the alleys, seemed astonished and urged
us to stop overnight, not understanding our preference to
travel on in the growing dusk. But we went on, passing
possible sites for Ai, then Bethel and Beeroth, and so to
our own R&m Allah. The way was precarious and stony,
with only the starlight to help us, and the evening was
chilly.

We might call Palestine, eventhe western part of it, which
is more familiar to us, a world in little, so much has been
packed into this little space between the Jordan and the
Mediterranean. Sometimes it has been a kingdom and some-
times kingdoms. As a province or provinces it has acknowl-
edged masters on the south, east, north and west.

Far back in time the country was the range of numerous
unruly tribes. To-day it contains several districts within
the Asiatic holdings of the Turkish Empire. As one looks
inland from the Mediterranean on the Judean country, first
comes the straight unindented coast line of sand, then a
fertile strip of land parallel to it in which the orange and
the grains flourish. Next comes the secondary ridge of
Judean hills; then its primary ridge of mountains. These
latter are thirty-five miles from the sea and three fifths of a
mile above its level. Now, as we stand on the mountain
range, we have only twenty miles between us and the country
of the Dead Sea, but arapid fall in levelswhich, in so short
a distance, makes the sand-hills seem to drop down and
away from us in a precipitous stairway to one of the lowest
spots on earth, the basin in which the Jordan River and the
Dead Sea lie, the so-called Ghér. This depression is a
quarter of a mile below sea-level and hence three quarters

13



THE PEASANTRY OF PALESTINE

of a mile below the high country in the neighborhood of
Jerusalem.

Western Palestine is a limestone country that is, geo-
logically speaking, new. Faulting, erosion and earthquake
as well have been hard at work in comparatively recent
geological times to make a most diversified surface in a land
of short distances. Its rocks are peppered with nodules of
flint. The weather wear on the country rocks of some
districts allows the flint nodules to drop out, thus leaving a
peculiar worm-eaten look in the stones and cliffs. In other
localities the cherty material runs in ribbon-like bands
within the limestone. The lime rock is often beautified by
geode-like recesses of lime crystal, and the slabs of lamellar
stone so much used for flooring, window-seats and roofing
are frequently penciled with exquisite dendritic markings.
Often the face of cleavage between blocks of building
material is glazed with a native pink. There are a few
houses in the villages whose external walls are constructed
of regular blocks so arranged as to alternate in a manner
resembling checkerwork of pink and white squares.

One thought that may occur to an American or European
as he looks at the numerous hills and mountains up and
down the middle and back of Western Palestine is that never
before has he had such a fine opportunity to see the shapes
of hills and valleys. For at home he seldom sees the whole,
real shape of ahill or a mountain, so covered isit with trees
or smaller growth. But here there is very little clothing
on the hills. Their knobs and shoulders, cliffs and ribs, are
almost as naked of trees as the blue skies above them. The
rock layers stand out at the worn edges very plainly. Some
hills are banded round and round horizontally with successive
layers of rock. Others are made up of layers slightly in-
clined, and some look like giant clam-shells set down on the
land. In yet other hills the twistings and heavings have
given the sedimentary layers a vertical -position up and

14
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down over the mountains, as if they had been tipped over.
These bands of rock are usually of limestone interspersed
with chunksof chert. Ordinarily thetops of the hills assume
a long, doping, rounded shape because of the soft nature
of the rock and the wearing power of the deluging rains.

All around the highland country of Western Palestine are
mellow plains and fertile valleys. Up and down the western
border between the highlands and the Mediterranean is the
Maritime Plain, from eight to fifteen miles wide. Alongthe
eastern edge is the great depresson of the Ghér, the low
fertile basin that separates Western from Eastern Palestine
and provides a bed for the plunging current of the Jordan
and a sink for the Dead Sea. These two fertile strips are
barely connected toward the north by an arm of the Ghor,
formerly called the Valley of Jezreel, that reaches to the
site of ancient Jezreel, and a successon of plains formerly
called the Plain of Esdraelon, that touch the Maritime Plain
around the nose of Carmel. The highland country is pierced
by many a cut called, in the language of the country, wad,
or toddy, the equivalent ordinarily of our valley, though the
climate of Palestine is such as to make it aimost always the
caxe that a wady is a brook in the rainy weather of winter
and a dry gully during therest of theyear.® Someof these
wadys are of considerable breadth and offer arable lands;
others are narrow, deep gorges. Into some of these gorges
the debris from the hillsides has tumbled so as to make it
impossible to use the valley bed as a road even in dry
weather.

Many of the passssmentioned in the literatureof Palestine
are really highland paths. Valleys must often be avoided
as impassable during the winter rains and as stiflingly hot
in summer. Invading armies would seldom risk using nar-
row valleys for their approach, as they would be easily
assailable from the hillsides.

»1 Kings17:7; Job 6: 15,17.
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The limestone is full of holes and caves varying in size
from a pocket to a palace. The caves may be near the
surface or far in the secret places of the deep-chested
mountains. They make reservoirs for the catching of the
rain from the surface and hold it through the long dry
season, giving some of it in springs* and probably losing
floods of it in lower and lower caverns. Sometimes the
caves are like small rooms? let into the sides of the cliffs,
as at 'Ayn Fara in the Wady Fara, a few hours northeast
of Jerusalem, where there is a suite of four connecting rooms
in the side wall of the valley, thirty feet above the path.
In front of the rooms is a narrow ledge overhanging the
path, and up through this natural platform is a manhole
which offers the one way of access from below. All up and
down this w&dy are caves, some having been improved,
probably for purposes of hermit dwelling. In Wady es
Suwaynit, that is, the valley of Michmash, there are a good
many such dliff dwellings® which seem to be approach-
able only by a rope let down from the top of the precipice
above. All through thewild gorges of the country oneis apt
to come upon these caves with signs of use in some previous
age by troglodytes and hermits. When possible they are
now used as goat-pens, and thus offer unclean but dry
guarters to any one caught in a rain. At the cave near
Kharayttin the entrance is difficult to reach, up in the side
of a precipitous mountain. It is a narrow passage leading
to a large, high, vaulted room, a sort of natural cathedral,
with a large side chamber. Thence one may go through a
low, tortuous passage to other smaller rooms as far as most
of the adventurous care to go, the natives say to Hebron,
but the guide-books, something over five hundred feet.
About Jeba, east of er-Ram, the ground sounds hollow under
foot because of caves to which one may descend, in some

*Psam 104 :10. 4 Kings 18: 4; 19: 9,13; Judges 6:2.
%1 Sam. 13:5,6; 14:11,22.
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cases by cut stairs, to find that the caves have been enlarged
and cemented. About two thirds of the way from el-Btreh
to Baytln, on the left of the path, is a cave which has been
made to do service as a catch-basin for the water from the
spring above. The mduth of the spring has been enlarged
artificially and connected by a rock-cut channel with the
cave. This channel haslittle grooves branching from it and
there seem to be here the conveniences of an ancient launder-
ingor fulling place. Inthe cave are two supporting columns
cut from the rock. The interior is well adorned to-day with
apretty growth of delicate maidenhair ferns.

There are many caves in the hillsides of what is called the
Samson Country,* through which the railway from Jaffa to
Jerusalem passes. In and about Jerusalem are caves the
discussion of which does not belong here, though they can
hardly havefailed, in their long association with the history
of that city, of having much significant connection with the
political and religious history of the people of the country.
Such are the caves about the Church of the Holy Sepulcher,
the little one under the great rock beneath the Dome
of the Rock, the artificially enlarged caves on the south
side of the Valley of Hinnom, the huge cave of Jeremiah,
north of the city, under the hill where the Moslems have
a cemetery, not to mention its counterpart across the road
and under the city, called Solomon's Quarry or the Cotton
Grotto.

Near the village of Kubab, but nearer the tiny village of
Abu Shusheh, is alarge cave now used as a sheep and goat
pen. It iscalled by the neighboring Moslems Noah's Cave.
Thetop of it hasevidently at sometimefallenin, thusdimin-
ishing its size, but giving it an immense mouth, quite con-
spicuous all about the neighboring country to the north.
The peasantry, in their double desire to account for it and
also to say something against the Jews, tell this story about

' dudges 13-15.
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the cave. They say that Noah was making war against the
Jews who, being hard pressed, ran into this cave for shelter.
Thereupon Noah brought up his heavy guns and bombarded
the cave with such effect as to crush in the top, which fell
on the Jews, killing them all.

In connection with caves the peasants tell certain stories
of hyenas. To the peasant any story that has to do with
these creatures is gruesome. The hyena, they say, will
accost a lone pedestrian, rub up against him and cast a
spell over him until, in a dazed way, the man follows the
animal to its cave, where the hyenawill despatch him. The
tale is continued to describe how the hyena is captured.
They say that a man strips himself naked and crawls into
the cave of the hyena, carrying one end of a rope which is
held by his companions outside. Once inside, his condition
deceives the hyena, as does aso a cgjoling tone which he
uses until the creature, quite unsuspecting, begins to fawn
and roll over. The man at once secures a leg of the hyena
with his rope, whereupon the men outside draw out the
beast and kill it with their clubs.

New graves are usually loaded with heavy stones and
watched at night to prevent the hyenas from exhuming the
dead bodies.

Astherock of the country is of a quickly dissolving kind,
the torrential force of the winter rains greatly facilitates
soil-making. The ground is strewn with loose stones, in
some places so thickly that the soil cannot be seen a few
rods away. Soil is carried rapidly about, so that where
there are no terraces or pockets to catch it the shelving rock
is soon denuded and the only deep earth is found in the
valleys or hollow plains.

The Jordan and the 'Aujd (Crooked) are the two largest
rivers of Palesting; Huleh (Merom), Tiberias (Galilee) and
Bahret L it (the Dead Sea), its three lakes. There are many
streams, brooks and winter ponds that disappear with the

18
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rainy season. In afew deep-cut beds, where strong springs
supply the brooks, water flows in a current all the year.

The watershed of Western Palestine is considerably nearer
to the Jordan than to the Mediterranean, being about thirty-
five or forty miles from the Sea, but scarcely more than
twenty miles on the average from the river. The valley
courses of the streams generally take a southeasterly direction
from the watershed to the Jordan basin, and a northwesterly
direction towards the Mediterranean Sea.  Those on the east
are narrower and more precipitous, since they have on that
side of the country the shorter distance and the more
remarkable fall in levels.

Fertility and population have generally favored the wes
tern side of the watershed, with some notable exceptions.
This western slope is flanked by the low-lying hills of the
Shephelah and comes gradually down to the Maritime Plain.
The hills and plain on this side have very great historical
interest and have formed the bridge of the civilizations to
the north and to the south of Palestine. At the present
- time, when travel comes by sea from the Western world,
this country is a threshold to the shrines and ancient sites
of Syria and the East.

The only ponds in the country are the winter ponds called
by the native name, balda. These are formed by the winter
rains. They stand for about five months in low places, and
then disappear until the next rainy season.! Robinson, in
1838, passed by one of these on his way from el-Bireh to
Jifnd  As his journey that way was on June 13, the pond
was then dry.  But this same pond may now be seen every
winter and spring full of water. The new carriage road cuts
the eastern end of it at a point a little over a mile north
of el-Bireh. Another of these ponds may be seen just under
the village of Baytunyeh, towards Ram Allah. Wereit not
for such short-lived ponds many of the country people would

"Tsa 35:7; 41.18; 42.15.
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have little idea of any body of water larger than a rain-
water cistern. The Dead Sea may be seen from the high
hills to the east of these ponds and the Mediterranean from
those to the west, but only a small proportion of the peas
antry ever get to se either one of them. A distant view
gives the unexperienced no adequate notion of their size.
People living in Jaffa, on the sea, have been known to poke
fun at the upland folk and bewilder them with yarns about
the sea. One story that they impose on the credulous
countryman is that every night, at dark, a cover is put over
the sea, as one would cover over ajar of water, or abowl of
dough. One man, on reaching Jaffa late in the afternoon
for his first visit, hastened down to the beach in order to see
the water before the cover should be put on for the night.
Perhaps the best known winter ponds are in the extensive
sunken meadows of the Plain of Esdraelon, athwart the way
from Jenin to Nazareth.

The springs of Palestine are its eyes, as the Arabs put it,
and when they are sparkling with life the whole face of the
country lights up with a wholesome expression.” In places
where the springs are remote from the present settlements,
and now used only for the flocks or by travelers, there are
often to be seen remains of former buildings. Sometimes
villas or even villages maybe traced; old aqueducts also, and
ruined reservoirs, showing how great pains were once taken
to utilizethewater supply. At'Ayn Faraisacopioussupply
of water forming one of the few perennial brooks. In its
deeper pools the herdsmen water and wash their flocks.?
There is a very feeble attempt at gardening in the vicinity,
but for the most part the precious treasure flows away
unused. The valley sides show ancient masonry belonging
to more thrifty times. On the hill “Atara, a mile south of
el-Bireh, are ruined reservoirs to which the waters of the
spring now called “Ayn en-Nushbeh were carried by stone

T oA 15, 19, Song & Z, 6°6.
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conduits, of which only small piecesremain. So may similar
indications be seen at *Ayn Sdba, at 'Ayn Jeriytit, 'Ayn
Kefriyeh, all of which are west of Ram Allah. Present-day
villages are often a considerable distance from the spring
on which they depend for drinking water. Many large
places are provided with but one spring. Nazareth and
Jerusalem are thus limited to one good spring each. .Around
the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea are warm, even hot,
springs once much prized as watering-places. They are
generally sulphurous in character. Those at Tiberias, on the
Sea of Galilee, are used now as baths.

Of wells Palestine has but few. Some of those mentioned
in the Bible still remain, though not all are in use! It
comes more naturally to the mind of an Oriental to devote
the labor and expense that it would take to dig awell to the
construction of something in which to catch a portion of the
rainfall. It is quite essential to the prosperity of Palestine
that its water resources be husbanded through the long dry
season.’  As has been suggested, there is plenty of evidence
that formerly this was done in a very painstaking manner,
but at the present time far less care is given to this very
important matter. Numerous cisterns and reservoirs were
made to catch rain-water and the overflow of the fountains.
The large number of these ancient devices for saving water,
in contrast with the few made and used in these days, offers
one basis for a comparison of the condition of the country
in old and new Palestine. Rain-water was caught in
cemented pits not very unlike huge pear-shaped bottles.
Such water was used for all household purposes where
spring water failed; also for watering the animals. It was
drawn up as from awell. Occasionally these old cemented
cisterns are still in use. But all through the country there
are vast numbers of them that are no longer used. All
about Jerusalem, especially north of the city, among the

" John 4:6, “Cl. Ecdes 2; 6.
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olives, they may be seen; aso about the district of Ram
Allah, at Teku'a and at Janyeh.

The overflow of springs was provided for by more pre-
tentious structures, — the great rectangular box pools built
of solid masonry. The most noteworthy of these reservoirs
are the so-called Pools of Solomon, three in number, south
of Bethlenem, by the road that leads to Hebron. These
three immense reservoirs, each of which, when full, would
float a battleship, have a combined capacity of over forty
million gallons. Formerly stone aqueducts conveyed the
waters to Jerusalem. Remains of these are still to be seen.
The water is conveyed now through iron pipes, fully eight
miles, to the city. Jerusalem itself has the famous Pool of
Siloam,! the Sultan's Pool and the Pool of Mdmilla. The
last one mentioned feeds a large reservoir within the city
walls, sometimes called the Patriarch's Pool and sometimes
Hezekiah's Pool.? At Bethel (Baytin) the spring is sur-
rounded by an old reservoir larger than the Pool of Marnilla.
It is now dry and its bottom is used as a threshing-floor.
And so all about the country are found the remains of
costly works designed for the saving and proper use of the
water supply. With such means of irrigation the produc-
tiveness of the country must have been much greater than
at the present day.

Sometimes, in speaking of the seasons in Palestine, we say
summer and winter,® and sometimes we mention the four
seasons.  Perhaps if we should say wet season and dry
season it would be less misleading, but even then one would
have to bear in mind that the wet season is not a time of
general downpour but simply the season in which the rains
of the year come.

The wet season, or winter,* as it is more generally called,
ought to provide, for thewelfare of the country, from twenty-
five to thirty inches of rainfall in the highlands.. Sometimes

T John 9: 7. % 2 Kings 20: 20. ° Gen. 8:22. “Song2:ll.
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it is as low as sixteen inches, and it occasionally exceeds
thirty-five or even forty inches. Roughly speaking, the
wet season claims the five months, November to March.
In a very wet winter, perhaps, the rains will reach over a
period of nearly six months, but, on the other hand, the
rainy period may shrink to four. The most frequent and
heavy falls of rain in an ordinary season are looked for near
the beginning and at the close of the wet season. Many
pleasant days,’' and even some entire weeks of rainless
weather, may be expected during this wet season. Now and
then there may be a winter during which the water will be
glazed over in the puddles a few times, or there may be
several falls of snow.”? Driving, raw, chilling rains and
winds may prevail for aweek at a time, or longer, and be
less easy to bear than the stronger cold of a more northerly
climate.®

The dry season is morein keeping with its name throughout
its control of nearly seven months, although rain in May has
been experienced and a dip in one of the summer months
is not unknown. At the end of September or at the begin-
ning of October a slight shower is expected. One scarcely
expects rain, however, until well into November. Despite
the very hot days in the dry summer season, the nights in
the Palestine highlands are generally cool. The Syrian sun
is a synonym for piercing, intense heat, and foreigners are
more apt to be thoughtless of its power than to overdo
caution. During the midsummer months it is hard to take
photographs except very early or very late, or with very
slow-acting lenses and plates. Then, too, the poorest light
for distant views may be in summer, when the intense heat
fills the air with a haze. Those who have seen the dead,
brown look that comes on a district of country which has
suffered an unusual period of drought may partly imagine
the appearance of Palestine after a six months' absence of

12Sam. 23: 4. 2Sam. 23:20. °Matt. 24: 20; Mark 13:18.
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rain unrelieved except for the night-mists that may prevail
during some of that time.

After the drought the peasant, like the country, is pant-
ingly ready for the first rains of the autumn. He never
hesitates to choose between rain and sunshine. It is always
the former. Even if rain comes in destructive abundance
he has only to think of the terrors of a scanty rainfall to
repress all complaints. As we say in a complimentary way
to a guest, " You have brought pleasant weather/' so the
Syrian will say, " Your foot is green,” that is, " Your coming
is accompanied by the benedictions of rain." Rains usually
begin with an appearance of reluctance,® but sometime in
November or December they ought to come down heavily
for most of afortnight. Sometimes there are several weeks
of delightfully balmy weather between the drenching rains.
During an unusually dry winter, when the rainfall is below
twenty inches, much of the winter will be pleasant, at the
expense of the crops and of the general welfare. At such
times the price of wheat goes up and the scantily supplied
cisterns give no promise of holding out through the succeed-
ing summer. Springs dry down until the best of them offer
but a tiny stream, and hours must be spent at some of the
fountains to fill a few jars. Much of January is apt to be
rainy. February is strange and fickle, and because it is
especially trying to the vital forces of the aged and weak is
called Old Woman's Month. We remember a very pleasant
February, but such arerare. Honest March is pretty much
its boisterous self even in Palestine. April is sunny and a
charming month for ajourney. If the latter rains have been
delayed they may come even in April, though that is late.
But the needed rain has been known to come as late as
middle May, with unusually cold weather. Then the peas-
ants deemed such weather portentous.? The latter rains—
how familiar a phrase to the ears of many who may not

'Cf. 1 Kings 18: 43-45. 2Cf. Prov. 26:1.
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know just why they are so called!* The downpour of
November or December washed out the ground, made the
heat flee, brought back health to the succulent plants,
hastened the ripening of the oranges and did pretty well for
the cisterns, but this latter rain is the key of the situation.
If it does not come, wheat may sell at famine prices and all
the pains of a drought take hold of the land.> But if it
only will come, then wealth and comfort and a healthy
summer.®

Harvest begins in the springtime. May brings the yellow
heads on the grain, and it must be gathered or soon the
summer will be ended and the harvest past.* The grain on
the hills is a few weeks later than that in the valleys and
plains. A little donkey coming in from the hill terraces
with a back-load of sheaves looks very porcupiny. The
reaper grasps the stalks of wheat or barley with one hand
and cuts a long straw with the sickle in the other hand. If
he is hungry he starts a little fire and holds some of the
wheat heads over it until well parched, and then, rubbing
off the husks between his palms, he has a feast of the new
corn of the land. Thus treated, new wheat is called friky
(rubbed).

During the time of ripening wheat one may se in the
fields, closeto the ground, the heavy green leaves and yellow,
shiny apples of the mandrake.® The natives say that if one
eats the seeds of the fruit they will make him crazy. The
pulp has apleasant, sweetish flavor and an agreeable smell.*

The only dreadful wind in Palestine is the east wind,’
because it blows from the inland desert and brings excessive
heat. The Arabic word for east is sherk, and so for east wind

1 Cf. Deut. 11:14; Job 29: 23; Prov. 16:15; Jer. 3: 3; 5. 24: Hosea
6: 3; Jod 2: 23; Zech. 10: 1; James 5: 7.
2 Amos 4: 7.3 Cf. Psdm 65: 9-13. * Jer. 8 20. °Gen. 30:14.
*Song 7:13.
" Jer. 18; 17: Ezek. 17: 10; 19 12; Hosea 13: 15; Jonah 4; 8.
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the Arab says Sherk-fyeh. From this we get, by corruption,
our word sirocco (or sherokkoh), which has come to mean
simply a hot, enervating blast from any direction. To the
Arab it is that wearing east wind whose coming can be felt
in the early morning before a breath of air seems stirring.
There is a certain chemical effect on the nervous system of
those who are particularly sensitive to the blighting touch of
the Sherkiyeh. Sometimes this wind goes away suddenly
after a short day, but almost always its coming means that
it will run three days at least, and often more. Thereis a
similar wind in Egypt known to residents of Cairo as the
Khumsun (fifty), from the likelihood that it will remain
fifty days. Such an unbroken period of hot winds must be
exceedingly rare in Palestine, though in the early autumn
of 1902 there was an almost continuous Sherkfyeh for five
weeks. The east wind of winter is usually as disagreeably
cold as its relative in summer is hot and suffocating. The
only good thing that | ever knew the summer sirocco to do
was to cure quickly the raisin grapes spread on the ground
in September.

The west wind prevails a generous share of the time and
brings mists and coolness from the sea during the summer.
In the rainy season a northwest wind brings rain.®  The
showers are often presaged by high winds from the west
and north.

September, with its trying siroccos, is often hotter than
May. The pomegranates ripen in this month. In the
country districts it is very hard to get goats’ milk from this
time onward for several months. The flocks are too far
distant, having been driven away to find pasture and water,
and a little later on the milk is all needed for the young.
During these days, too, it is not thought good to weaken the
goats by milking them any more than is quite necessary.
In the cities milk is always to be had.

'Prov. 25:23.
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The Greek Feast of the Cross, about the end of September,
is looked forward to as marking the date for an early shower
which may be sufficiently strong to cleansethe roofs. After
that the rain may come in a month, or it may wait two.
The people notice a period of general unhealthiness just pre-
ceding the autumn rains. Their advent usually puts an end
toit, bringing healthier conditions. Sometime along in the
autumn there is often noticed awarm spell of weather which
the natives call Sayf Saghir, or Sayf Rummdn, that is, Little
Summer, or Pomegranate Summer.

The cement in the paved roofs cracks under the fierce heat
of summer and the early showers help to discover the bad
places which must be patched before the heavy winter rains.
In the case of earth-covered roofs the first shower ought to
befollowed by agoodrolling, the owners going over and over
them with stone rollers rigged with wooden handles that
creak out upon the clear air after the rain as they work
in the sockets. From the peculiar noise thus made the
Ram Alldh people have a local name of zukzakeh for the
wooden handles of these stone rollers. In the northern part
of the country the name na'us is given to the roller handles
for asimilar reason. The roofs of rolled earth can be kept
very tight. The covering of such roofs is made by mixing
sandy soil with clay and with thefinest grade of chaff, called
mils, from the threshing-floor. On old earth roofs patches
of grass' grow, and even grain has been seen springing up in
such places.

The Syrian peasant divides trees into classes by pairs.
There are those that are good to sit under and those that are
not. Then there are those that yield food and those that do
not. Finally there are those that are holy, and therefore
cannot be cut for charcoal or fuel, and those that are not
thus tabooed.

The fig-tree is a very useful food producer and is much

' Psdm 129: 6.
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cultivated. As elsewhere mentioned, theirritating effect of
the juices of the broken fig branch or leaf makes it less
desirable as ashade tree, but because of its dense shade it
must be resorted to in hot weather. The olive-tree gives
rather a thin shade. The carob-tree is a fine shade-giver.
The pine is a favorite in this respect, though few pines are
left. The needly cypress shades only its own central mast.
One might as well snuggle up to one's own shadow for pro-
tection as to expect it from a cypress. Pomegranate, lemon
and orange-trees, when large enough, afford shade, but they
are often in low, miasmatic places. The apple-tree does not
do well except in parts of northern Syria, as at Zebed&ny,
near Damascus. Some fine pear-trees are to be seen above
Bir ez-Zayt, though as arulethey areas difficult to cultivate
as apple-trees. At°Ayn Sinyii areflourishing mulberry-trees
of great size.  Theopinion is held that the mulberry and the
silk culture usually associated with it would thrive peculiarly
well in Palestine. Mount Tabor is thinly studded with trees
except on the southeast side. Mount Carmel aso has yet
some remains of its one-time forest. The oak is found in a
number of varieties, but is agreat temptation to the charcoal
burner, as it affords the most desirable coal. The zinzlakt
is afavorite for shade. The best substitute for a shade tree
in the land is a large rock, the cool side of which helps one
to forget the burning glare of the noon sun.’

We shall have to call winter the season of rain, flowersand
travel. Rain ushers in the winter and also closes it. To
the middle and latter part of that season is due the bursting
of the blossoms and a push that sends flowers scattering into
the first months of the dry season? Travel might find a
better time than much of the winter, but then it is cool and
if it rains, why, that is the way of the country, and this
explanation often suffices.

On the flowers of the country Dr. Post's book offers a

Ylsa 32:2. “Song 2:12.
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mine of information for those skilled enough in the elements
of botany to make use of it. The little booklets of pressed
specimens offered for sale, when fresh, give an excellent idea
of the variety of wild-flower lifein Palestine. Mrs. Hannah
Zeller, a daughter of former Bishop Gobat of Jerusalem, and
the wife of the late Rev. John Zeller of Nazareth and Jeru-
salem, has been most successful in reproducing in color_many
of the flowers of Palestine. Mrs. Zeller's book of color plates,
published some years ago, is now hard to secure. She still
has the originals and an even larger collection which awaits
a publisher. Until some such publication in color is at-
tempted it will be difficult to describe in writing the unusual
splendor and variety of Palestine's wild flowers.

The flower season really begins in what we should call
midautumn with the little lavender-colored crocus called by
the natives the serdj el-ghtileh or the lamp of the ghoul. A
better name for it would be serdj esh-shugd* which would
mean the lamp of courage, as it thrusts its dainty head up
through the calcined earth, scarcely waiting for a drop of
moisture. After this brave little color-bearer of Flora's
troop there follow the narcissus, heavily sweet, and the
cyclamen, clinging with its ample bulb in rocky cracks as
well as nestling in moist beds. But of all the flowers the
general favorite is the wild anemone, especially in its rarer
varieties, white, pink, salmon, blue and purple. The most
common is the red anemone, which is seen everywhere and
sometimes measures four or five inches across. Near Dayr
Dtwé&n we once rode through an orchard where the ground
was covered with a cloud of these red ones, so voluptuous, so
prodigally spread in a carpet of crimson beauty that one
almost held one's breath at the charming scene. The red
ranunculus, which comes later, is almost as large, but it
looks thick and heavy in comparison, and the flaunting red
poppy, which comes still later, looks weak and characterless
beside the anemone. Even the wild red tulip suffers beside

29



THE PEASANTRY OF PALESTI NE

it. The colorsof the anemone other than red are more rare,
but usually come earlier. About Jaffa they appear shortly
after Christmas. White ones and some of delicate shades
are found between there and the river °Auja. White ones
abound near Jifna, and are found east of Kubab and east
of Sejed station. Purple, pink and blue ones are plentiful
in Wady el-Kelb and the Khullet el-'Adas near Ram Allah.
The large red ranunculus mentioned is found in large patches
between Jericho and the Dead Sea in early February. Con-
siderably later there is an acre-patch east of Dayr Diwan
near the cliff descent towards et-Tayyibeh. Thered tulip is
rarer and follows soon. The red poppy is very' abundant.
It has the delicacy of crépe. It isscarcely welcome as it be-
tokens the close of the flower season. But one may for
some time yet gather flowers that blaze forth as brilliantly
in middle spring as do the autumn flowersin America: the
adonis, gorse, flax, mustard, bachelor's button, anise, vetch,
everlasting, wild mignonette and geranium. In the vine-
yards, about pruning time, the ground is covered with arich
purpleglow. The sweet-scented gorse abounds in the valleys
towards Tayyibeh. The vetches come in many colors, and
there are scores of other scarcely noticed little blossoms.

When the season has been especially rainy, as may occur
about every fifth or sixth year, the valleys such as 'Ayn Fara
will be knee-deep with the abundant flowering herbs and
weeds. The scented jasmine and the tall waving reeds over
the watercourse will add their charm to this favored spot.
Later, yellow thistles abound.

One of the oddities of the flower family is the black lily
of the callaorder, which the natives call calf (leg) of the negro.

In the moist, shady caves, and sometimes in old cisterns,
masses of maidenhair fern grow in the cool shelter throughout
the year.

On the shores of Tiberias (Galilee) oleanders and blue
thistles are seen in May.
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In speaking of the wild animals of Palestine one is almost
led to include the dog and the cat. They are, however, on
the edge of domesticity and may fairly beomitted. Wolves,
hyenas, jackals and foxes are the troublesome wild beasts.
The last two are often about vineyards seeking to feed on
the grapes.’ The jackal cry at night is very mournful and
sure to start up the barking of the dogs, who are themselves
often grape thieves.

The beautiful little gazels are started up in the wilderness
and go bounding off like thistle-down in a breeze, turning
every now and then, however, to look with wonder at the
traveler. Once, near e{-Tayyibeh we saw four together, and
once, east of Jeba, we saw a herd of nine gazels.

Among the smaller creatures met with are the mole-rat,
the big horny-headed lizard, called by the natives hirdhon,
the ordinary lizard about the color of the gray-brown rocks
among which it speeds, the little green lizard that darts
about, and the pallid gecko, climbing on house-walls. The
beautiful and odd chameleon must aso be mentioned.
Snakes are not commonly seen by the traveler. Scorpions,
black beetles, mosquitoes, fleasand adiabolical littl e sand-fly,
called by the natives hishis, are among the less agreeable
creatures noticed.

At Haifa, in the house of the Spanish vice-consul, we saw
the skin of a crocodile caught in the river Zerka in 1902.
They spoke dso of one which had been caught fourteen
years before in the same waters.

One of the showiest birds of Palestine is the stork, which
is mostly white, but has black wings, ared bill and red legs.
Its eyes, too, have a border of the latter color. The natives
call it abu sa'd. Flocks of them may be seen frequently.
Now and then asolitary bird is seen in awheat-field. Crows
with gray bodies and black wings are plentiful. Ravens,
vultures, hawks and sparrows are common. Twice | saw

! Song 2: 15.
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the capture of a sparrow by a hawk. Once, after having
started his victim from a flock, the hawk dashed after him
and caught him in a small tree but six feet from my head.
It was done with such terrific quickness as to surprise the
spectator out of all action. Gray owls (btImeh), partridges
(shunnar), wild pigeons (hamam) and quails (furri) are seen.
It seemed quite appropriate to see doves on the shores of
Galilee. On the surface of the same lake water-fowls were
observed. At Jericho we saw the robin redbreast; in the
gorge at Mar Saba, the grackle. Starlings in clouds haunt
the wheat-fields in harvest. Meadow-larks, crested, are very
common. Goldfinches, bulbuls, thrushes and wagtails are
also noticed.

The scenery of Western Palestine lacks the charm that
woods and water provide. Yet one grows to like it. The
early and late parts of the day are best for the most pleasing
effects. Then the views out across the vineyards and off on
the hills are very restful. Therolling coast plain backed by
the distant hills of the Judean highlands makes a pleasing
prospect, especially when decked with the herbage thau
follows the rains. Quiet tastes are satisfied with such
pastoral scenes as those in the valley at Lubban or in the
plain of Makhna. Excellent distant views are afforded from
the hills near Nazareth, from which are seen the rich plains
of Esdraelon, Haifa, Mount Carmel and the Mediterranean.
The Sea of Gdlilee is delightfully satisfying. From Tabor
one gets a glorious sight of Hermon, snow-white, whence the
natives call it Jebel esh-Shaykh (Old Man Mountain). The
views from Mount Carmel of sea and coast-line and much
of the interior, the glimpse of the Mediterranean from the
hill of Samaria and the sweeping prospect from Gerizim are
all good. An easily attained and little known view-point
isJebel Tawll (Long Mountain) east of el-Btreh. From here
of alate afternoon the country lies open in sharp, clear lines
throughout the central region. Jerusalem is seen lying due
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south in beautiful silhouette; the Mount of Olivesis alittle
east of it. The Dead Sea is southeast, et-Tayyibeh north
of east, Bethel (Baytln) northeast, Gibeon southwest, near
which is Neby Samwil. Near at hand, to the south, are
el-Bireh and R&m Allah. Only one thing is lacking in this
view; that is the Mediterranean Sea. But this can be seen,
as well as Jaffa, Ramleh and Ludd from Ram Allah. The
mountain east of the Jordan is plainly visible from all the
high points up and down the middle of the country. Other
good view-points are Neby Samwil, Jeba, Mukhmas, the hills
about Jerusalem, especially from the tower on the Mount of
Olives and from Herodium. Heroic scenery may be found in
the so-called Samson Country through which the railroad
from Jaffa to Jerusalem runs, in the MukhmSs Valley, the
Wady Kelt and gorges around Mar Saba Crag, ravine,
precipice and cave make such places memorable.

The approach to cities and villages is as characteristic as
any other aspect of them. Thereis alook from afar peculiar
to the settlements of different countries. As seen from a
distance American settlements are chiefly noticeable for the
chimneys, the sharp spires of churches, the long, monotonous
lines of factory buildings and mills and often the pointed
shape of house roofs. Add to these enormous bridges, miles
of railroad yards and cars, a nimbus of smoke and you have
the elements from which to make a view of any good-sized
town. For the smaller, sweeter, country places you must
subtract some of the above features and substitute some
woodsy and meadowy effects. In Syria the contrasts with
our more familiar scenes are plain to us in the distant view
of its cities and villages. Instead of the triangular shape is
the square look of the buildings. Instead of chimneys and
spires are the huge domes resting on square substructures,
and the pencil-like minarets rising up among them. The
distant view of Jerusalem is one of the most pleasing in the
entire country. It has been one of the standard charms of
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Palestine, delighting warrior, poet and pilgrim, and more
lately student, missionary and tourist. There she sits with
her feet in deep valleys, her royal waist girdled with the
crenelated wall and her head crowned with the altar sites of
ancient time. There are about her the things that charm
the poetic sense, — age, chivalry, religion. Not even eternal
Rome can be so rich in these and so equally possessed of
them all.

Though it is not always the case, yet the greater num-
ber of Syrian cities and villages seek hilly sites' The
ports cannot always do this, though Jaffa does. Damascus
spreads out over a low flat area. Ramleh and Ludd, being
plain dwellers, must live in lowlands. But defense is very
commonly sought by settling on the sides or top of a hill
and building the houses close together, if not one above
another, as if in steps.

Garden plots and vineyards are fenced in with hastily-
constructed walls of the loose stone picked up on the inside.?
Between these curving walls run sinuous lanes® into the vil-
lages from the paths and roads outside.

It would be very easy to make a pocket-edition of a book
of all the roads in the country, no matter how small the
pocket. Some roads are planned for, taxed for and looked
for a great many years before the semblance of road-making
begins. But never mind that; Orientals enjoy a road in
prospect and in retrospect much longer than in fact. Where
the government does put through a road it is usually good
traveling. The highlands afford the best of road-making
materials and, if often enough repaired, no better roads
could be asked for. Many carriageways are over favoring
bits of country where the frequent passing has marked out
theonly road. The Romans were the greatest road-makers
in Palestine. The remains of their work may even now be
seen in various places. Many of their old roads are indicated
~ "Matt. 5:14. * s 5:2. ¥ Num. 22:24.
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on the best maps. Roman roads at this day of decay do not,
as arule, offer easy travel. The washings of amillennium or
two of rain have made them of the corduroy order.

Of paths one may make as many as one pleases in a country
where no barbed wire and few walls prevent. The per-
manency of theold well-worn paths® is very noticeable, the
best one always leading to avillage or to aspring. Thereis
such athing as the tyranny of the path. It is very evident
where railroads rule, and even in a country where the travel
must be on the backs of animals, the little bridle-paths im-
pose on one and, taking advantage of the inertia of human
mentality, mark out one's way with arbitrary exclusiveness.
When one's time is limited to just a sufficient number of
days to allow one to s all the more notable places in the
country, it is scarcely to be expected that one will sacrifice
the surety of seeing a noted place for the chance of stumbling
on a place of less popular interest. The paths and time re-
quired for seeing most places are almost as clearly indicated
as any schedule of trips in countries possessed of time-tables.
This accounts for the fact that, although thousands of
travelers pass over the beaten paths, and scores of students
go over the rarer paths, not one in the twenty or the thousand
is likely to get off the paths.

One of the bitsof country thus scantily known to foreigners
is northern Judea, especially to the northwest of Jerusalem.
Most travelers passing through it on the way to Jerusalem
are in haste to reach the city, and once there, the fact that
any place is a few hours farther distant than a day's trip
would allow forbids easy investigation.

One does not have to go far to reach the wilderness.? It
is any uncultivated place. It is the pasture for flocks?® the
wild of rocks and short, thorny bushes. The thorns® are
gathered every other year to build fires in the lime-kilns,
where the abundant lime-rock of the country is burned.

Jer. 6:16. © PsdAm 107: 4-7. Ezek. 34:14. * Isa 33:12.
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When the men gather them for the lime-kilns the thorns are
piled in great heaps with heavy stones on them to hold them
down. When needed the heap is pierced with a long pole
and carried over the shoulder as on a huge pitchfork. Dur-
ing the late winter and in spring only may one see green
fields in anything like a Western sense.  The Plain of el-
Makhna presents a very lovely prospect from the height
aboveit. Something like asmall prairie effect is had in the
Maritime and Esdraelon plains. Pasture privilege is com-
monly had anywhere if the land be not under actual cultiva-
tion. In the uplands the custom of leaving great tracts idle
in alternate years' in lieu of dressing the ground permits
wide pasturage. As the dry season advances the herdsmen
seek the deep valleys with their flocks. Thereislittle oppor-
tunity for new trees or shrubs to survive this universal
browsing. So it comes about that, except where orchards
are set out or scraps of ancient woods remain, trees are
seldom seen.

Summer is the time of fierce heat, and yet through it all
the grape-vines keep green and the luscious clusters grow
larger and ripen under their heavy armor-plate of leaves.
The peasants enjoy the tart taste of green fruit. Half-grown
grapes are sometimes eaten with salt on them. Green alm-
onds are eaten in the same way. Often it is hard to get
ripe peaches, melons and other fruits because of the tendency
of the peasants to pick them before they are ripe. But the
time of theripe grapes is the glad time of the year. Instead
of saying "August " the peasants often use the expression
"Ingrapes.” Itisaseason by itself tothem. The vineyard
owners build summer booths among the vines and sleep there
through the season. In large vineyards it is common to
employ a black man, perhaps a Moroccan, as a watcher.
The Syrian peasant stands in peculiar awe of the black
stranger. The watchers are provided with shotguns, for

‘Jer. 4: 3; Hosea 10:12.
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foxes and dogs like to eat grapes. Al fruit must be guarded
against thievishly disposed neighbors. One who knows his
vineyard watches the progress of the choicest clusters, having
covered some of them early to keep them from drying and
to allow them to develop unplucked. Should any grapes be
stolen he quickly notices the loss. He sets a thin row of
fine stones along the top of his wall in such a way that a
night marauder must necessarily rattle them down and thus
awaken him. One of the heartless bits of meanness that a
hostile peasant can perpetrate in order to pay a grudge is to
cut the vine stocks of his enemy's vineyard. Since it takes
three years for a new vineyard to bear, such an act is a
serious damage.

The finest grapes within reach of Jerusalem are those from
Hebron and Ram Allah. Large white clusters similar to
the Malaga grapes are the favorites, though purple grapes
are dso grown. At Ram Alliih the vines lie flat on the
ground. The vine is pruned back to leave three joints on
every small branch that is spared in the rigorous treatment.*
At Jifna the vines may be seen trained on stakes. At
Zahleh, in the Lebanon, the growers have away of propping
up the mainvine a few inches above the ground, so that a
vineyard has the look of waves of green. In Jerusalem some
of the grapes at the Greek Hospital and at the White Fathers'
near St. Stephen's Gate are raised on arbors, and the clusters
are covered with little bags. Thus protected the grapes
ripen slowly and are enjoyed until late in the season. Vast
guantities of fresh grapes are consumed as an article of daily
food during August, September and October. The price,
when cheap, is a cent a pound, and it gradually creeps up
to the fancy price of six cents a pound late in the season.
Grapes have been provided from the country vineyards as
late as the first of December.

Trees need considerable soil, but the grape-vine will thrive

* C/. John 15.
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with very little and will penetrate with its rootlets all the
fissures of the lime-rock for yards about. Then, too, the
luscious bunches lying on a pebbled ground do better than
those on clear soil. Most of the grass and wild, weedy
growth of the country is bulbous and clings in scanty soil,
gathering as in areservoir all the available moisture.

When the crop demands clear ground the native farmer
piles the stones into walls, watch-towers or a huge heap in
a less fertile spot of the field.! It is often a problem to find
room for the waste stones. They may be tossed out into
the roads and paths. A stranger says, " | don't see why
these people don't clear these paths of stone; surely it would
pay." But the farmers prefer stones in the paths to stones
in the garden patch. With their bare feet, or on their
donkeys, they are able by a lifetime of practise to pick their
way over such paths. Moreover, peasants are not nervous
in Palestine.  Stones always furnish a handy weapon,? or
a reminder on the heels of a slow donkey. In going about
through the country one often sees piles of little stones set
up one on another. Sometimes these little piles are meant
for scarecrows; sometimes they are used to mark a boundary;
but there is a wider and more constant use for such loosely
built little columns. They are set up in sight of holy spots.
Apparently they are not only set up in the vicinity of shrines,
wilys etc., but aso in places whence a distant view may be
had of some holy place, as Jerusalem, which the natives call
" el-Kuds esh-Sharif" (The Noble Holy) or, for short, el-
Kuds, which is practically equivalent to our expression
" The Holy City."® These little columnar piles may aso
be met in sight of the hill or mount called Neby Samwfl,
which we usually identify with the Mizpeh of Samuel.*

The terrace is athing of great utility to the hill farmer of
Palestine. Tothetraveler itis athing of beauty as it climbs

s 5:2. * 1 Sam. 30: 6; 1 Kings 12:18; 2 Kings3:25; d. Matt.
23: 37; John 8: 59; 10: 31. »Cf. Matt. 4:5; 27: 53. * 1 Sam. 7: 5.
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the hills with its artistically irregular breaks in what would
be otherwise a rather monotonous dope. But with ter-
races and some water the earth is caught and filled with
many possbilities of fruit and vegetables. A hill well
terraced and well watered looks like a hanging garden.
Much of the farming in Judea is on the ddes of hills. The
little iron-shod wooden plow is run scratching along the
terraces. Sometimes one of the oxen will be on a lower level
than the other. To go forward without dipping down the
hillside is not easy. What cannot be plowed is dug up
with the pickax, and wheat or barley will find lodgment in
every pocket of soil. As all the reaping is done by hand it
offers no especial difficulty, and the monotony of which
some people complain on prairie land is never experienced
on such a pitched-roof farm. Even where the made terrace
is allowed to decay there are many natural terraces where
the horizontal layers outcrop from the hillsdes. Were the
country well kept up, all these terraces would be guarded
artificially, for in time a natural terrace loss its protecting
edge and the soil and rain come down cascading over the
hill stairs until the bed of the stream is reached.

Of food trees the olive is probably the most valuable. It
takes ten or fifteen years to bring it to the state of bearing
much fruit, but it may go on bearing heavy crops for a
century. The oil is freely used in cooking, for salads, for
lighting and for anointing. A hard-pressed peasant will
occasionally yield to the temptation to cut down some of
his olive-trees, selling the finest pieces of wood to the makers
of the olivewood articless which are prized by tourists,
and disposing of the rest as firewood.® A hundredweight
of such firewood sdls for from twelve to twenty-five cents,
according to the ssason and the market, the city price being
considerably higher than the country price. A good olive-
orchard is a sure source of income, unless the taxes are too

* 1 Kings 6:23, 31-33. 'Matt. 7:19,
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harshly and arbitrarily imposed. The cutting them down is
areal calamity to the country, but it is done only too fre-
quently in a poor year to avoid taxes. Thetrunk of an aged
olive-tree attains a great girth and a gnarled, knobby look.
Sometimes a large part of one of these huge trunks will be
quite hollowed out by decay, in which case the peasants
often fill up the cavities with a core of stones. The tree goes
on bearing with chief dependence on the state of the bark
for its healthy condition. The heavy crops and light crops
follow each other in somewhat the same relation as the
apple crops in our New England country. Women and
children gather up those olive berries that fall to the ground
early in the season. Whenever it is desired to gather the
crop of a tree or orchard the men beat the branches with
very long light poles and the women and the children pick
up the fallen fruit from the ground. Of course this is a poor
way to gather the best olives, but inasmuch as the chief
use of the olive in Palestine is to express the oil, it makes
less difference. The berries do not ordinarily grow to the
larger sizes so often seen in our markets. Perhaps one of
the very handsomest stretches of olive-orchards in the East
is at what is called the Sahr&, near Beirut, between that city
and Shwayfat. Other smaller but excellent orchards are to
be seen between Bethlehem and Bayt Jald, at Mar Elyas,
Btr ez-Zayt and to the south of et-Tayyibeh.

The fig in Judea ripens in August and its fruit may be
had for several months, as new fruit keeps maturing. There
are several varieties of this valuable tree. A few ripe figs
are often found as early as June and are luxuries.! The
natives sometimes hasten the ripening of a few early figs
by touching the ends with honey. The natives declare that
the fig-tree will not thrive near houses but will become
wormy. The action of the milk of fig branches and leaves
on the tissues of the eyes, lips and mouth is very disagreeable,

lsa. 28: 4.
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sometimes making them very sore. The eyes of children in
the fig season are often very repulsive. For this reason the
people prefer other shade, if obtainable, than that of fig-
trees. Mostfig-treesare small, about the size of an ordinary
plum-tree, but the large green varieties may grow to a con-
siderable size. When small fig-trees have sent up two
pliable trunk-shoots these are usually twisted together to
strengthen each other. They look like a suggestion of that
ugly taste in architecture that delighted in twisted columns.
The appearance of the branches of a ledfless fig-tree is not
unlike that of the horse-chestnut in winter time. Large
guantities of the black figs and some of the white figs are
dried in the orchards, being spread out on the ground under
the strong sun-rays.

The pomegranate-tree looks more like an unkempt shrub.
The beautiful red bell-like blossoms are very attractive.
Lemons and oranges grown for profit are often small trees.
The sour marmal ade orange grows into a larger, statelier tree.

At Urt&s, near Solomon's Pools, the largest and most
beautifully colored apricots grow. Peaches, plums, quinces
and almonds are plentiful, and the cherry, mulberry and
walnut thrive.

Concerning trees about the shrines and wilys and all the
so-called sacred trees there will be a more appropriate place
to speak later on.

In a land where fruit grows and flourishes one may have
far less fruit than in some fruitless city in a colder climate
but favored with ample facilities for transportation. Right
here within a few miles of the finest orange groves in the
land, near the vineyards, under the olive andfig-trees, with
peaches, pomegranates, apricots and plums, we probably find
shorter seasons for each than is the case in some Anglo-
Saxon city of the middle temperatures. Here fruit will be
much cheaper while it lasts, and some fruits, which must be
found near the trees, if enjoyed at all, such as the fig, will
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beavailable nowhere dse as here. The peach, plum, orange,
apricot and grape go to the London, Liverpool, New York,
Chicago and Boston markets from the place producing the
earliest crops, and the trains and steamships continue bringing
from various markets as the ssason shifts from one garden
spot to another. But right here, under this particular orange-
tree or by this grape-vine, we usually wait for the ripening of
the local crop, knowing that lack of carrying facilities forbids
us eating from a tree that yields earlier fruit some hundred
miles away, or from a tree that yields when our tree is bare.
And so while people who never saw an orange-tree may buy
oranges ten months in the year, we who have an orange-tree
in sight may have to be content with the orange season of
our district. But they will be cheap while they last. Fifty
cents is a very ordinary price for a hundred of the best
oranges, and one dollar a hundred is pretty dear.

The large raised map of Palestine in fibrous plaster, over
seven feet by four, published by the Palestine Exploration
Fund, London, and the smaller one help in the study of
the physical features of the country.

An excellent small Relief Map of Palestine is edited by
Ernest D. Burton and published by the Atlas Relief Map
Co., Chicago.
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CHAPTER I
THE PEOPLE OP PALESTINE

THE population of Palestine is divided into three parts,
desert, village and city. The desert population is the
original Arab stock of pastoral nomads.'  The village popu-
lation is the agricultural society of the country, and the cities
are the meeting places of these two with the population of
other countries. The Bedawy population of the desert is the
subject of much praise on the part of all writers. All who
speak of the Bedawin use a certain tone of respect, even
though occasion is taken to poke fun at them for their rude
ways as viewed by the dwellers in towns. The religion of
the Bedawin is a simplified Islam, or, as it may perhaps be
styled, a Moslemized simplicity. The encampment and the
march, herding and the raid, mark the features of a roving
life over some thousands of square miles of wild land. The
different tribes have their general boundaries in the great
Syrian and Arabian deserts in about the same way that the
North American Indian once kept within certain regions of
the continent according to nations.

The cities and villages of Palestine, so far as appearance
is concerned, vary in size merely. The houses of a small
village are oftentimes just as closely packed as the buildings
inacity, so that a villagewill look like a fragment knocked
off acity. With us Westerners a village may have as much
land area as some cities, only the dwellings will be far apart,
the difference being in comparative density as well as in
size. In Palestine the density is about the same and the
difference is in the area. This compactness of the village
became a fashion in times of insecurity, when feuds between

'Cf. Job 1:1-3.
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villages led to raids and reprisals. The village was built as
solidly as possible on rising ground. In the middle of the
core of original houses was the chiefs house, with a lofty
roof from which watch could be kept of all the surrounding
country and approaches.! If you wish to trace the growth
of a village, inquire for the burj, and probably you will be
directed to the highest spot in the village, at least to the
highest house, around which the early village clustered. If
this be on top of ahill, as is frequently the case, the growing
village creeps down the dopes, the roof of one house being
the dooryard of the house above it, until the effect of a
pyramidal structure of children's building-blocks results.
In troublesome times a watcher on the burj of the village
could warn his fellows working in the outlying fields of the
approach of an enemy by the firing of a musket or by a
shrill cry. Allfledto the nest on the height, and a successful
attack was difficult against the heavy stone houses and
narrow lanes of the village.

Just as among the cities there are those mostly or alto-
gether Moslem and others mostly or altogether Christian,
so with the villages. While the Moslem population greatly
outnumbers the Christian, yet there is a very considerable
Christian population. Ram Allah, Bayt Jala, et-Tayyibeh
and Jifnfi, are Christian villages. In Bir ez-Zayt, 'Ayn'Artk
and'Abad the Christians exceed the Moslems. Inel-Bireh and
Ludd the Christians are comparatively few. A Christianvil-
lage is known from afar by its more prosperous look, and
the Christian quarters of a mixed village are also distinguish-
able by the same favorable marks.

Christian villages have powerful ecclesiastical establish-
ments behind them which work energetically to secure rights
for their constituents. Church life in the country is politi-
cal life, and church dignitaries are adepts in politics. The
wealth and cleverness of the church are employed to hold

'2 Kings 9:17.
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fast all traditions and all concessions which favor the Com-
munion and to hinder excessive injustice from overtaking
the members. There results a firm bond of union between
the native membership and the ecclesiastical establishment.
The Communion is areligious nation, as it were.

The Christian native is not subject to army service, as
only Moslems are thus eligible. This disability works to-the
industrial advantage of the Christians, who pay an extratax
or tribute in lieu of service. Centuries of this condition of
things have developed the industrial abilities of the Christian
population in spite of discriminations against them in the
courts and in administration. A kind of religious status is
now recognized in the relations between the Moslem and the
Christian peasants. The Moslem stands hard by his faith
and the Christian of the Greek Orthodox Church will scorn
the thought that Christ and the Bible may be for Moslems.

Religious sects in the East remind one of volcanic islands;
they are either ablaze with the fierce fires of an eruption or
else they are overlaid with the ashes of an extinct fire.
Between crazy fanaticism and cold inanition there are no
warm impulses of unselfish evangelism.

The Semitic peasant has always been a conservative. In
many ways he is to-day much like what the Canaanite oc-
cupier of the land must have been. Each wave of conquest
or shower of civilization has left its effect, but underneath
the Palestine peasant is a primitive Semite. Until within a
few score years religion of one sort or another has usually
come to him at the point of thesword. He has often adopted
the veneer of anew faith in order to escape death. So it was
when Joshua and the Hebrew host swept into the land,
Bedawy fashion; so when Maccabean, Roman, Moslem,
Crusader, and Moslem again took control. The Palestine
peasant has worshiped the Baalim, Yahweh, Moloch, the
God of lIsrael, the Son of God, the God of Isl&m. All the
time he has kept a certain core of Semitic custom and
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superstition, a sort of basic religion that has been much the
same all through these changes. But it is ofttimes impossible
to distinguish between a survival of the old and areversion
or degeneration.

The native Christian is a shrewd business man. He is
courteous even to self-effacement. He can work hard, bar-
gain shrewdly, save much, take disappointment and persist.
He loves his family dearly. He is humorous, philosophic, a
voluble fellow, non-secretive. He respects the Western style
of education, largely perhaps because it seems to lift people
into an easy life. Ease and grace are Eastern ideals of
superiority.

If the Moslem and the Christian could be put on the same
political footing and justice done to each impartially in court
practise and taxation, | firmly believe that they would draw
together, that Palestine would in time be a country with a
people and that it would be well equipped from among its
own with men of ability, competent to do its political and
social work.

In general it may be said that where the Palestine peasant
has not come into relationship with the tourist business in
any form, and where he is some little distance from any city,
he is naturally simple in his tastes and requirements, in-
terested in novelty, sociable, hospitable, fun-loving, hard-
working, though not steady in effort.

A lone walker on the road will often sing. Whistling is
almost unknown. Peasants make a twenty-mile journey on
foot with considerable ease, and half that distance is done
very commonly. Distances are always reckoned by them
in hours or days, never in miles. They often walk behind
their laden animals. Sometimes it is a donkey, bearing the
plow and seed-bag or loaded with fagots, grain, sheaves,
dried figs or grapes, according to the season. Or it may be
acamel similarly laded or carrying stone; or amule. Seldom
are horses used, except by a village shaykh or a city official
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on the highway. When groups of peasants are on the road
there is much talk, often laughter, horse-play, joking, chaff-
ing; sometimesbickering and quarreling.

The peasant stands in awe of learning, especially of learn-
ing in the Arabic language. He is sendtive to ridicule, and
therefore loath to make such a change in customs as would
bring it on him. He is eager in discusson, inquisitive,
strongin memory and at imitating, but dow to adopt strange
waysnot tested by the conditions of life to which he is accus
tomed. You sddom or never find him nervous, fretful or
discontented. He never questions the wisdom of Provi-
dence. Hesddom mentions weather probabilities. He, like
his Old Testament countryman, refers all things to a First
Cause. Divine cause or permission is prominent in his
explanation of any phenomena.

The personal appearance of the villagers and the look of
their houses vary with the country level at which they live.
In the plains and lowlands, where thatch and earth are more
commonly used in building, thereis a population noticeably
different from the dwellers in the stone villages in the high-
lands. Theinhabitants lower down are darker and smaller
than the hill villagers. These latter are often of good sze
and development and, especially among the Christians, are
frequently of lighter color. It isnot very uncommon to se
sandy complexions among them.>® The women and girls in
the best villages are often handsome. The men are lithe of
body and finely formed. Both men and women are usually
supple, slow-motioned, strong. They have dark, expressive
eyes, neutral mouths, medium foreheads, heavy features
with curving lines, browned skins and black hair. Fair
complexions are admired, especially the so-called wheat'
colored complexion (kumheh). Eyes are distinguished by the
epithets*asaliyeh (honey-color ed), kohli (kohl-color ed), ghiuz-
laniyeh (gazel-like) and so on.

11 Sam. 16:12; Song 5:10.
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Different villages and their inhabitants get reputations for
doing one or another kind of work especially well. Or they
are distinguished according to disposition, as harsh and
fanatical, or as courteous and reasonable. Some villages get
a name for dulness and others for sharpness. The villagers
are known about the country by slight variation in dress, by
differing casts of countenance and peculiarities of speech.

We must not magnify too much the differences between
civilizations and peoples, or between this people of whom
we speak and our own people. The difference is often but
guantitative. They emphasize some qualities which we
possess, though in quieter color or in less distinctive marking.
Oftentimes the differences would not be apparent except
that, as we have passed rapidly from place to place, our eyes
have synchronized phenomena of different stages of culture.
We e really among these strangers many practises and
notions of our own distant forebears.

Western people are so in the habit of pitying all the women
of Asiathat they will probably go on doing so until the end
of time in spite of the facts. To our Western ideawoman in
the East is a pitiable, miserable abstraction. The Turkish
harem, the Indian child-widow and the deformed Chinese
foot stand for all Asiato many of us. There is probably a
large, free area of life open to thousands of the women of
Asia that does not seem cramped by comparison with the
total civilization of which they are a part. The Bedawy
woman would not change places with any of us, and the
village peasant woman of Palestine enjoys life fully as well
as the male villagers. She is not supposed to enter the field
marked out by custom for male membersof society, nor will
the field she occupies be intruded upon by them. She shares
with the man a preference for male children. Her position
in this regard is only an exaggeration of the condition that
prevails in all modern society. She, like her brothers and

" Matt. 26: 73,
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sisters the world over, is influenced by customs to which she
yields obedience a little more gracefully than do many of
us. She goes about her work cheerfully if sheis well. Too
often she is not well, and in a few years drudging toil and
frequent childbearing age her. Like her sisters in other
countries, she is sometimes tidy and sometimes not. She
loves her children. Whether she loves her hushand or not
is not easy to discover, but she pays him proper respect and,
if kind, she probably cherishes real esteem for him. The
marriage was probably not of her choosing, and very likely
not of his. Marriage is astate entered into dutifully by all
sons and daughters. It builds the tribe or great family
which is at bottom the object of a Syrian's greatest devotion
next to himself, and often before himself.

If you awake in the early hours of 'morning you will hear
the monotonous rumble of the stone mills, telling that the
day's work for the women has begun. When the spring is
very small or low, and it takes a long time to fill a jar, the
women and young girls will sometimes go out before it is
light to get the first turn at the trickling stream. Long
journeys are made into the waste places to secure headloads
of brush or grass-fodder. A woman usually wears a dark
blue crash dress while at work. Her legs and feet are bare;
perhaps she carries a rough pair of shoes such as the men
wear, but they are for the briers and stones outside the
village. Should she put them on within the village the
other women would laugh at her and call her proud or
citified.

Unmarried women are very scarce among the peasantry.
Marriage usually comes at an early age for girls. One of the
owners of a house that we had to hire for the work of the
new boys' training school had as wife such a mere slip of a
girl that we were curious to know her age. She couldn't tell
us how old she was, but said that she had been married five
years. A companion with her ventured the guess that her
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age was thirteen years. The little wife seemed happy and
was the only peasant wife | ever saw receiving any affec-
tionate attentions from her husband. She was a pretty girl
and seemed to be apet in the family. She had her own
little ways of enjoying her little life. One day, when some
much poorer women from el-Btreh were toiling on the house
which her husband's family was building, bringing stone and
mortar on their heads, Mrs. Thirteen-years put on her best
dress of blue with some Bethlehem needlework on the breast,
adorned her fingers with the rings of cheap nickel and glass,
commonly worn, and taking a piece of embroidery, stood
thus, plying her needle genteelly, where the other women
were toiling at their severer task. Many were the glances
they threw at her, but when they looked her eyes were on
her handiwork.

Several statements on page 45 /., especially the one on
army service, need modification now. See Chapter X I 1.
The classical work in English on the modern life of the
Bedawin is Charles M. Doughty's Arabia Deserta which
has recently come out in anew and expensive edition.

SO



THE PEASANTRY OP PALESTINE

CHAPTER I 1]

FAMILY LIFE

When our sons shall be as plants grown up in their youth,
And our daughters as corner-stones hewn after the fashion of a palace;
When our garners are full, affording all manner of store,
And our sheep bring forth thousands and ten thousandsin our fields;
When our oxen are well laden;
When thereisno breaking in, and no going forth,
And no outcry in our streets:
Happy is the people that is in such a casg;
Y ea, happy is the people whose God is Jehovah.
Psalm 144" 12-15.

T H E above bit of ancient expression would describe the
ideal of happiness of a village people in Palestine to-day.

Inavillage there may befew or many tribes. In a village
tribe there may be scores of families. The tribe is a great
family and goes by the Arabic name Dar (court or house).
In el-Bireh, for instance, there are four tribes among its
eight hundred Moslems and one tribe of Christians numbering
less than a hundred. The Moslem tribes are Ddr  Tawil,
Dadr Kurda, Dar Hamayil and Dar 'Abid. The Christian
tribe goes by he name Rafidya, because originally the mem-
bers came from a village of that name, near Nablus. Ddr
Tawil is by far the most influential and supplies two of the
three shaykhs of the village recognized by the general govern-
ment. The other shaykh comes from dar Kuran. These
three shaykhs are the intermediaries between the general
government and the village. Sometimes the tribe will be-
come so large as to have subordinate divisions within it.
In Ram Allah there are five original tribes, the Hadadeh, the
Dar Ibrahim, the Dar Jurjus, the Hasasineh and the Shakara.
But the tribe of Hadadeh is nearly the equal in numbers of
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the other four, and has been divided into four sub-tribes, the
Sharaka, the Dar Awad, the Dar Yusuf and the Dar Abu
Jaghab. The result is that there are practically eight tribes
in the village. The four branches of the Hadadeh feel a
kinship and importance from their common source and
present size. The other four tribes go by the common
designation of the Hamayil.

Birth Is the usual mode of entering a tribe, but outsiders
are sometimes admitted. A man from another part of
Syria had occasion to live in one of the large Christian vil-
lages of Palestine and wished to be counted as a citizen
there. He decided to join a certain tribe in that village.
As much as he was permitted, he fellowshiped with that
tribe, went to their guest-house occasionally and contributed
to expenses by sharing in their provision of food for visiting
strangers and soldiers. He then had the government at
Jerusalem change his kushan or paper of residence and
citizenship so that it should now declare him a resident of
such and such a village. When he had spoken to the elders
of the tribe that he sought to join, and they in turn to the
members of the tribe, he was admitted to membership with
them by common consent. Thenceforth he paid his military
tribute through the chief men of this tribe. The elders
mentioned are the heads of families and are called the
ukhtiyariyeh.  They are the tribal chiefs and representatives.

Ordinarily friendship is confined to this tribal relation-
ship, and marriage is usually restricted to its limits. As an
Arabic proverb expresses it, " | am against my cousin, but
my cousin and | are against the world." People outside
this tribal family are strangers and possible foes® If, con-
trary to what they expect of outsiders, we should show our-
selves kindly disposed to them by continual helpful acts,
very likely they might set up a hypothetical relationship

Deut. 14: 21; 15:3; 23: 20; cf. Matt. 5; 44-46.
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between themselves and us, at least in conversation, in order
to gloss over the anomaly.

Closer yet is the relationship within the immediate family.
As long as the size of the family permits, it occupies the one
house, or extensionsof it, but if it is prosperous and growing,
new households are set up and by such a process the tribe
develops. Where friendship is practically confined to the
family and tribe the importance of family membership and
numerous family connections will be appreciated.' The
larger and more influential one's family, the more secure are
its fortunes.> And influence depends on the number of the
men.

A Moslem was killed and it was several months before his
slayers were detected and brought to punishment. The
family of the deceased was large and worked together to
ferret out the secret. A smaller family might never have
been able to accomplish the object.  Outsiders or the govern-
ment would have made no such persistent effort.’

Marriages in the country are usually with some kindred
family.* Marrying outside one's tribe is comparatively
rare. Marriage is the one important subject among parents
of boys and girls. Girls are sometimes married as early as
seven years. They are betrothed at much tenderer ages.
A mother brought alittle child in arms to one of the village
day-schools and urged its acceptance, doubtless to have
relief from the care of it for a part of the day. The child
was agirl, and the teacher of the girls' school refused to take
her, exclaiming, " Why, she's a mere baby. We cannot
teach her to read now." The mother argued and finally
said, " If you don't take her now she will be betrothed
soon." The introduction of school privileges into the
country, for girls as well as for boys, has resulted, in many
cases, in lengthening the childhood of those who otherwise

'Psalml27:3-5. ’Gen. 24:60. Cf Deut. 21:1-9.
4 Gen. 24:3-4; 28:2; Num. 36: 8-11.
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would have been betrothed and married early in life. Par-
ents are generally unwilling to allow a younger daughter to
be married before an elder daughter.’

A marriage settlement in money is expected from the
bridegroom and paid to the father of the bride. Parents
often attempt to avoid cash payments by an exchange of
brothers and sisters. A family with aboy and a girl make
overtures to an eligible family having a girl and a boy, and
the young people are paired off at more advantageous terms
all round than would bethe case if the families were strangers,
that is, if they were out of tribal relations with each other.
Sometimes, of course, this matter of exchange causes people
of very different ages to be joined, but then the years heal
that, and the theory is that if the bride is considerably
younger than the groom the husband as he comes to old
age will have a comparatively strong and able housekeeper
and caretaker in his wife.

The usual wedding payment to the father of the bride
is about two hundred twenty-five dollars in this vil-
lage. From this sum the father may make his daugh-
ter such presents as he pleases of jewels and head-coins.
The wedding costume of the bride is the gift of the groom's
family.

Where a widowed woman is remarried, the marriage por-
tion paid her father is less than in the case of afirst marriage,
and she is apt to receive a larger share of it in presents from
her father, since she cannot, in this case, be made to marry
except by her own consent.

To get the business of marriage settled at the earliest date
and in the most advantageous way possible is the aim of
guardians and parents. The wife will have done her part
well if she bears children, mostly boys,? sees that no un-
necessary losses of money or food occur in the house and holds
her tongue. If she fails in any of these points she may dim

"'Gen. 29:26. 2Gen. 29 34; 30: 20.
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the felicities of the married state, that is, of her husband
and his father and brothers*

There are three occasions preceding the actual marriage of
the man and woman on which public celebration is made.
The first is the engagement. This is arranged between the
fathers of the young people. The initiative is taken by the
father of the young man working through friends, who ap-
proach the father of the girl and make a proposition of
betrothal. If all is favorable the bargain may be bound
by money paid to the father of the young woman. A
betrothal party is arranged for friends of both the contract-
ing young people at the home of the prospective bride. The
young man prepares a feast for the invited guests, a sheep
is killed, a priest may be present and the betrothal made
public. The agreement is but a little less strong than the
marriage contract itself." The second public manifestation
is the purchase by the groom of the marriage outfit of gar-
ments, including the bridal trousseau, and the procession that
carries the articles home. The bridegroom's party goes to
some large near-by village or the nearest city for these pur-
chases. One day we were apprised of such a trousseau
party by shouting and the firing of arms, and later a proces-
sion of women went by on their way to their own village,
carrying with them the bundle of wedding garments. One
of their village chiefs was with them. At another time a
group returning from Jerusalem on a similar errand was met
by a crowd of women on the outskirts of the village and
accompanied into it with singing and dancing. Thistime
the women had a stick dressed up with the bridal costume.
There was the red striped dress and gay jacket on a cross
stick frame to hold out the sleeves. There were ‘aso a
girdle, the heavy coin head-dress and three small mirrors,
one on each arm and one on the breast. The Bethlehem
costume is very commonly used for gala occasions by peo-
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pie of other sections, as it is one of the showiest costumes of
the country. The bridegroom is expected to provide wed-
ding garments for relatives of the bride, though they in
turn may be expected to return a wedding gift of equal
value to him. The third celebration may last two or
three days. Towards the close of it the wedding itself
takes place.

We went one Saturday evening to see the jollification that
preceded a wedding to be solemnized the next day. Outside
the house of the groom there were two lines of young men,
their number varying from forty to sixty as they shifted
places, some dropping out and others falling into line from
time to time. These two lines were facing each other and a
bright brush fire was blazing in the middle. As more men
crowded in to participate aline was formed at one end, thus
making athird side of a parallelogram. The men on either
side were singing back and forth to each other, in antiphonal
fashion, while they kept up a sort of swaying dance in line
called the milab. By pressing their shoulders, neighbor to
neighbor, the line moved as one mass. The left foot was
made the base of movement for each singer. The right foot
was swayed and then lifted high and forward until the whole
body swung forward in a sweeping bow or duck. The hands
were also keeping time, rubbing up and down the forearms
from the elbows to the finger-tips, the head meanwhile sway-
ing from side to side, all to the native peasant singing of the
same simple tune over and over again. Certain fixed verses
were made the basis and were finished out with impromptu
verses for the occasion.  Some of these were, " We are glad
to see your faces" " We have come to you; if it were not
for love we should not be here." " Love is sweet." " We
hope for good large dishes." " Did you see any Bedawin
coming up from the East?" " Such and such (naming
them) villages will help you against the enemy." " Fear
not, delicate young women, our young menwill protectyou/'
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and so on, passing compliments, singing the praises of love
and acknowledging its power in bringing them together, or
mingling snatches of war sentiment, anticipation of generous
servings of the wedding-feast and assurances of alliance,
friendship, defense and security in the strength and equip-
ment of their young men. The bridegroom mingled joy-
fully with the others, sometimes performing in the line and
sometimes replenishing the brush fire. All around, on the
roofs of the neighboring houses, in the darkness that was
black by contrast with the brilliant fire, the women of the
tribe were seated. Every now and then, at any seeming |ull
in the excitement, some woman would set up the peculiar
trilling cry called the zaghdrM or zaghdrit, at which the men
would fairly leap into a renewal of the dance and song.
Pistols and muskets were shot off occasionally. Although
this was all taking place in a Christian village, a good
number of Moslem youths from a neighboring village came
over to join in thefun. They had brought two sheep which
had been slaughtered and were now simmering in immense
kettles for a feast. The father of the groom acted as an
overseer of the gayeties and was trying, apparently, to curb
the zeal of those who had firearms to discharge.

On the wedding-day in a Christian village the bride and
groom with their attendant friends form two parties and
approach the church from different quarters. If obtainable,
horses are provided for the bride and groom to ride on and
she is completely covered over with amantle,* afeather being
stuck in the top of it over her head. Inside the church the
bridal party, consisting of groom, bride, best man, brides-
maid, the mothers and some other relatives, stand in the
middle of the church facing the altar. The groom stands at
the bride's right hand; she is heavily veiled. Guests and
spectators, in the case of the wedding mentioned above,
filled the church on either side of the bridal party and a large

' Cf. Gen. 24: 65.
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concourse filled the yard outside. Four priests and a censer
boy entered the church. Tapers were provided for those
guests nearest the young people, while candles were given to
the bride and groom. These were lighted. The censer was
swung. The ritual, hymns and Scripture were read or in-
toned, partly in Arabic and partly in Greek. The head
priest, who was a Greek by blood, read the Greek portions,
while his assistants, natives of the village, read the Arabic
parts. Rings which had been touched on the head and lips
of bride and groom were placed on their hands and after-
wards changed about. Wreaths of artificial flowers were
placed on their heads. The book to which most respect had
been shown, the Bible, was brought down between them,
dividing their joined fingers. Then, headed by the priests,
thebridal party marched around in acircling coursewith all
the attendant relatives. Some old women, following closely
behind the bride and groom, caught at their robes and, join-
ing them, went through the motions of sewing them with
threadiess needles.  After this the final pronouncement was
made by the head priest and the ceremony was over. Im-
mediately the best man grabbed the groom in a sort of
ecstasy of congratulation and lifted himintothe air twice, and
would have done so a third time had not the priest inter-
fered, probably thinking that these demonstrations were out
of place in the church. A gun was fired outside the church
as soon as it was known that the ceremony was complete.
After some hearty felicitations the party moved off in
procession with priests and guests.

The groom, with the men, went to the guest-room® of
the tribe, where they enjoyed conversation, coffee and ciga-
rettes. The bride and her party of women went to the home
of the groom. As she was about to enter the house a water-
jar was placed on her head and her hand was assisted to
plaster a piece of bread-dough on the jamb of the doorway.

1 Matt. 9:15.
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These signs were in token of good housewifely qualities.
After the bride had been seated for some time inside the
house her women friends were granted their entreaty and she
allowed them to uncover her face. Then she consented to
exhibit her jewelry,’ silver bracelets, bangles, head-coins,
ear-jewels, etc. She seemed very sad, as is expected when
ayoung girl leaves her mother, and quite exhausted. -. Her
hands and nails were stained with _henna. It issaid that the
hands, wrists and lower limbs are always stained thus on the
night before the wedding. Outside the house five kettles
filled with mutton were set on stones over wood fires. They
were seething and bubbling, getting into readiness for the
wedding-feast in the evening.?

At the guest-house assembly, where the groom and his
men friends are gathered, some one calls out the names of
those who have given money presents to the bridegroom and
the amount in each case.

If there are reasons for a less public wedding celebration
than usual, the ceremony is performed on a week-day. Such
is the case when some near relative has died recently, where
haste is desired, or where the man or the woman has been
married previously.

One Sunday we saw a double wedding celebration. But
one was in the Greek Orthodox Church and the other was in
the United Greek Church, which is papal in allegiance. The
contracting families were so closely related as to allow of but
one of the marriages planned between them, according to
Greek Church law. But as each family had a son and
daughter to marry off to the daughter and son of the other
family and considered their own interests in the matter as
of more importance than church law, one bridal party was
sent to one church and one to the other.

The party of one of the bridegrooms was provided with
sword dancers, and as they reached any open place of suffi-

Tlsa 61:10; Jer. 2:32. “Gen. 20:22.
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cient size, as at the street corners, a space was cleared and a
dancer with a short curved sword in one hand and a waving
cloth in the other, went through the graceful movements,

leaping and crouching,

AN INTRODUCTION TO A WEDDING-SONG
This bride is clothed with silk from Damascus;

Her hair is perfumed sweetly.
When the bridegroom goes to greet her,

Goes to press on her forehead the golden coin,*

" He finds her as a fragrant branch;
Praise be unto God.

O comrades, when | saw her,
Three silver rings were on her little finger.

Foolish one! did I not tell thee " heed her "?

This good girl bears the key of relief.

THEBRIDE'SGOOD-BYE TOHER FAMILY a

0 mother mine, fill for me my pillows;

1 left the house without a farewell to my friends.

0 mother mine, fill them for me;

1 left the house without a thought for my gospels.

O one possessed of rosy cheeks,
Thou'rt worth of gold a deal.

May God shield those who reared thee;
Never a day did'st thou go out aone.

O one possessed of rosy cheeks,
Thou'rt worth of gold a closet full.

May God shield those who trained thee;
Not a day didst thou go out angry.

! In the evening of the wedding-day when the bridegroom is allowed
a glimpse of his wife's face before he goes to join his friends in the

merrymaking, he presses a gold coin on her forehead.
and fals into her lap.
8The two songs on this page are from et-Tayyibeh.
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Thou art a branch of willow, my daughter,
Thou art a branch of willow, thou.

On thy strands thou puttest the coins,
Dangling the coins from thy head.

Thou'rt a branch of riftan,* 0 daughter,
A branch of rilian art thou.

On the braids thou puttest silver dollars,
On the braids the coins, O thou!

Do not go from my house, my pet,
Thou who repairest my house in its borders.

Thou wentest forth from my house, O pet,
And there wast none other like thee.

Going out of the house of the good to the house of a prince,
Wearing anklets on her feet and dressed in a robe of silk.

Going from the house of the good to that of a prince,
Anklets on her feet and dressed in a silken robe.

WHEN THE BRIDEGROOM TAKES PART IN THE PROCESSION'
Where is the bridegroom, where? Let us amuse him.
May he be preserved for us and long life to his brother.

The procession went along; in front was dancing.
0 prince, with gold are the guns of the youths glistening.

Going down to the procession like a prince;

1 wish thee in the prophet's keeping.

O mounted bridegroom, no one is like thee to me.
Thou art as aring of silver placed on my breast.

O bridegroom, riding, as an apple art thou;
Go to thine own before | snatch thee as the wind.

O bridegroom, riding, as alemon art thou;
Go to thine own before | snatch thee with my eyes.

A fragrant herb. 2 From ef-Tayyibeh.
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SONG BEFORE THE BRIDEGROOM !
Be happy, cousin, at sight of thee fled my trouble;
Be happy, owner of the tarbush, be jealous of our wealth.

Be happy, thou with the ample drawers, and jealous of our gold.
" O uncle," said Ghalyeh, the costly bride,

" 1'll marry none but the Bedawy with his tilted head-dress,
The one who at noonday threshes in the face of the Arabs."*

Cut and be cut, O pomegranate, the water flowsin the orchard.
She came to the garden which is full of pomegranates.

SONG BEFORE THE BRIDE3

Come out, O pet, O jewel mine, costly;
Tell us the precious price thy father asked.

We have walked from country to country
And we have found maidens costly.

We have asked for the girl from her father,
Her father who is as rich as Aleppo.

We have walked from street to street,
And have found many who were daughters of princes.

Ride on, 0 daughter of the Hadadtyeh,*
Thy worth in gold istwo hundred hundred.

Tighten the saddle for her, O father, tighten it j
Count out to her a hundred quarter riyals.

THE VOICES OF THE WOMEN IN HIGH TONES CALLING
OUT ABOUT THE BRIDE®
Bend gracefully from side to side,
O thou who bendest as a palm in the mountains.

Thou art not bad to lower thy value,
But thou art like the well-bred horses, perfect.

Put thy deeve over thy mouth, thou beauty, like thy mother;
The man isthy uncle, he will make and enlarge thy deeve.

* From Ram Allah.  Cf. Judges 6:11. 3 From Ram Allah. * Means
awoman who is amember of thetribe of Hadad. °From et-Tayyibeh.
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Thy garment, 0 choice one, two did cut it,
And more than afortnight did seven tailors make it.

If love were not like fleet horses,
Love and | should be separated as day from night.

WHEN THE BRIDE ENTERS THE HOUSE OF THE GROOM*
Sprinkle the cushions with roses and henng;
L et the bridegroom rejoice and be refreshed.

Sprinkle the cushions with roses and perfume;
L et the bridegroom sit on the cushion with his dear one.

O pair of gazels, how you are marked with hennal
May you two rejoice each other.

By marriage the wife becomes a member of her husband's
family. She assists her mother-in-law in the household
duties. One of the reasons given for some of the very early
marriages is that the young woman may be trained into a
suitable wife for the son by his mother.

It is counted an affliction? if the new wife is not a mother
in due time, and it is a joyous occasion when a male child is
born. There are many parents who love their girl babies
tenderly, but they are almost sure to be partial to boys, and
the majority of parents are greatly disappointed if boys do
not make up the larger part of the children.

One day | stumbled into a house where an anomalous con-
dition of things existed for a Christian village. On coming
away | learned that the man was a bigamist. He was
reputed to have become rich through thieving, and his fine
house was childless. What did he do but bring home an-
other wife! The laws of his country were not against such
apractise, but the law of his church, with the sentiment and
practise of his fellow villagers, was sternly against it. He
defied all, even though he was cut off from communion. He
became an object of reproach and abhorrence to the pious

" From et-Tayyibeh. “Gen. 15:2.
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and the superstitious of the whole village, who looked for
terrible consequences. A long time afterwards, some men-
tion of this man having occurred in conversation, | learned
that he was without any children by his second wife also,
and that his childiessness was considered by the villagers as
a token of the wrath of God. Although rich, his lot was
considered miserable by the neighbors. He was said to be
worth about fifteen thousand dollars. He was accused of
having made a business of stealing wedding finery from
festive and sleepy bridal parties.

Disappointed lovers are not unknown among the peas
antry. One young man of a prominent family fell in love
with the daughter of the owner of afig orchard next to his
father's orchard. For some reason, possibly the fact that
they belonged to different tribes (though of the same village),
the father of the girl was unwilling that these two young
people should marry each other. He gave his daughter in
marriage to another youth, a member of her own tribe. The
disappointed young man has never been consoled, refuses to
marry any other or even to enter into the social affairs of
his own family. He lives, arecluse, at some distance from
his village in one of the valleys. The villagers think that
in time he may become a priest.

Boyhood and girlhood are shorter in Palestine than in
America, but often merry. Stories illustrating the prefer-
ence for boys among Oriental parents are plentiful, but no
one who examines the society of the Orient will fail to find
that it could not well be otherwise without very great
changes. Boys increase the size, force, wealth and import-
ance of the family. When they marry they bring home
their wives and the children perpetuate the house of the
father. Should the husband die, the wife and her boy
children may be assisted by her husband's relatives, the boys
certainly. Should the mother of the boys marry again, the
boys go from her to be brought up by her former husband's
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family. Boys increase the house, girls decrease it. The
earnings of the father and the sons go to provide asubstantial
family dwelling and to defend the house against adverse cir-
cumstances. Girls are sure to marry and, although they
bring in a money payment to their fathers, yet in every
other respect they are a disadvantage, as they go to strengthen
another house, not the house where they were fed and reared.
But there is not an iron-clad observance of an inhuman rule
here as some seem to imagine. All customs strange to
our Western ideas may surely be supposed to be grounded in
very human causes and to be very natural after all. Many
parents are very fond of their girls. Relations through the
mother's family and through sisters are often highly
esteemed.

One evening two fatherless little girls belonging to a
Moslem tribe in el-Bireh were going home from Ram Allah
and were caught in a heavy hail and thunder-storm just
behind our house. Knowing that they would be endangered
we went out to bring them into the house until the storm
should pass. We found them very frightened and cowering
in the poor defense of awall. They were soon quite happy
after we had dried and fed them.

But, just as in any other country, there were anxious
mother-hearts a mile away in el-Bireh, and soon those
mothers were out in the storm, having enlisted two men and
two boys in their eager search for the little girls. Their
terror was changed to keen pleasure when they found the
children safely sheltered from harm.

As the demands of the tribal life become less imperative,
following the improvement of social and general govern-
mental conditions, the customs of the people approach more
nearly those of other nations.

At the time of the baby's birth one of the neighboring
women goes with the good news to the father. For her
welcome news she may receive a gift from him. The father
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also provides fruit and other dainties for those who come to
congratulate him on the birth of achild. All this happens
in case the child is aboy. Quieter times ensue on the birth
of alittle girl. The father and mother are known after the
birth of the first son as the father of so and so and the mother
of so and so. For instance, Abu Faris and Umm Faris are
the new titles and practically the names of the father and
mother of the boy Faris. The child adds its father's first
name after its own. Simon Bar Jona (Simon, Son of Jona)
was the style of name among the ancient Jews. In modern
times the Arab omits the word son in common usage, thus
making the name simply Simon Jona.

The midwife attends to the dressing of the baby. She
rubs the little body with salt and oil and swaddles it tightly.
This woman attendant comes every day for forty days to
cleanse and wrap the child. Woe betide the mother or any
other meddler who interferes with the wrapping and other
peculiar functions of the midwife, whoisvery jealous of the
dignity of her profession. She is mistress of her depart-
ment and brooks no interference.

The Christian baby isordinarily baptized after thefortieth
day. The occasion is celebrated with adinner. Babies are
not weaned early. Some are nursed for two years, while
the last baby may be weaned only after it is four or five
years old. Dainties are brought to sweeten the little gums
and cause the weaning child to forget its mother's milk.*

One day we stepped into a near neighbor's to see a new-
born boy. He was fast adeep, wound and dressed in his
tight little wraps, and lying on one of those circular straw
mats of the kind used to cover the wooden bread bowl. The
mat in this case was put on top of a round shallow straw
basket such as the peasant woman uses to carry wheat. The
whole was about six inches high. The mother lay on a
pallet on the floor beside it. Considerable interest was felt

' Psalm 131:2.
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in the health of this baby boy. There were three girl chil-
dren in the family, no boys, two other boy babies having
died. Their deathillustrated the saying, " Killed with kind-
ness." Being boys they received more attention, that is
to say, more pampering, than they would have received had
they been girls. This consisted in heeding their every wish
in the matter of food, which was especially harmful in'times
of sickness.

Children are the rulers of most houses in the country
villages. They exceed in number and dirtiness. If they are
well they runin and out in all kinds of weather, barefooted,
bareheaded. If they are unwell, not overmuch attention is
paid to them at first except to bring them extras to eat. |If
they become dangerously ill, all the medical help within
reach is summoned in a frenzy of helplessness. |If they re-
cover, their convalescence is retarded by the same excessive
generosity that seeks to stuff them with whatever edibles
they may call for. An ordinary country parent is simply
unable to resist the crying demands of a sick child, and
scarcely of a well one. The more ignorant parents are
fond of encouraging the precocity of their children, even
teaching them to utter baby curses against the members of
their families, and laughing and patting the little swearersin
encouragement.

The poorer children are seldom bothered with more than
one garment, unless it be a skull-cap. If the parents are
more prosperous a little cloth cap embroidered, and with a
few bangles or blue beads sewed on the front, is provided.
As they grow older the children may gain a jacket over the
littleshirt. Thelittle girls may have arow of coinson their
head-dresses and a little shawl or sash about them. On
festivals the little girl may be allowed to wear her mother's
holiday jacket or shawl. The shawl has to be folded severa
times for the girl's use. The Bethlehem jacket, so commonly
sought for festivals, is never meant to be an exact fit for
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any one. Its beauty is in its surface, embroidered with
yellow, red and green silk.

The little girls begin very early to bring water in ajar on
the head, first beginning with atiny jar which they steady by
the hands, and progressing until able to carry the heavy full-
sized jar without the touch of ahand, yes, even to carry such
a jar, weighing thirty pounds, tilted forward on the head.
Of such a one, having a strong muscular neck, and swinging
forward gracefully and easily, the others may say as they
point, " See she is strong, she can carry her jar tipped like
the comb of a cock.”

When very little, boys and girls play together in the
streets and around the ovens, sometimes even on the roofs.
By the time they are six years old they are very apt to sep-
arate and play with their own kind and to differ alittle in
their choice of games. The older girls in the families have to
care for the little children a great deal, and have to carry
and amuse them. Boys and girls are soon able to help in
the vineyards, or in picking up olives, or gathering grass and
brush, or carrying things for older members of the family.

The receipt for making men and women in Palestine is the
same as elsewhere: Take boys and girls and give them a few
years of responsibility and you have men and women. The
result of these few years of responsibility is to take away the
freedom of play and innocency and to add the reserve of
work and insight.

The following story is sometimes told to children to warn
them against foolish pride and to inculcate obedience to
fathers.

A young tiger who had heard about the ability of men,
though he had never seen one, felt so eager in his strength
to have a combat that he expressed to his father a wish to
go out and find a man and have a fight with him. The
father tiger advised against such an undertaking, saying,
" Even | who am older and stronger than you should not
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think of seeking a fight with a man, for I could not prevail
against him.” But the proud young tiger, not heeding his
father's advice, went to seek a man. He journeyed until
he came to a road much frequented by travelers and lay
down under a tree to await a foe. While waiting there he
noticed a camel running down the road, although loaded
heavily. The camel was running away from his master.
The young, inexperienced tiger got up and said to the
camel, " Are you a man?" The camel answered hastily,
"I am not a man, but | am running away from a man,
because he loads such heavy burdens on me." The young
tiger thought to himself, " How strong must the man be if
he causes $0 much distress and fear in this great creature."
Next a horse passed, and the tiger thought, " Maybe this is
the man," but received a negative reply to his question as he
had from the camel. Then there came along a weak little
donkey, loaded with wood and driven by a man. The tiger
asked his question of theman, " Areyouaman?" " Yes,"
the man answered. Then the young tiger said, " | have
come to have a fight with you." " All right," replied the
man, " but | am not quite ready now. May | tie you
with my rope to the tree until 1 can come back?" The
tiger allowed the man to tie him, which the man did very
securely, and then cut a strong, thick club from the tree, with
which he beat the young tiger cruelly. The tiger cried out
in pain, " Oh, please let me go; |'ll never try to fight with a
man again." Then the man let him go and the young tiger
went to his father and told his experience.

A bit of current fiction regarding Asiatics is that the
children are chronically unhappy. Moslem children are the
especia victims of this Christian species of prevarication.
To such people " children playing in the streets of Jerusalem "
belong to the good time coming and are the sign of fulfilled
prophecy,! despite the probable fact that children have been

1Zech. 8:5.
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playing in Jerusalem's streets for some thousands of years,
whether tourists have seen them or not. Doubtless, as the
'tourist appears in any street, playing ceases and small chil-
dren flee or stand in mute amazement. The child will prob-
ably be happy again when the apparition vanishes. Along
the tourists' route the children are too often taught to cry
out for gifts (bakshish) and to show themselves at a dis-
advantage in order to excite pity. Moslem children some-
times curse or even attempt to stone travelers.

A matter of wonderment to us is the apparent immunity
from harm with which children play on unprotected places,
such as roofs and about empty pits and cisterns. Now and
then we hear of some accident, but rarely. A neighbor's
little girl, playing on the flat housetop, fell over into the
street and died.!

One day | saw some little girls five or six years of age
playing at carrying head bundles of grass in imitation of
women. Boys make and play with slings (mikid) for throw-
ing stones. When quarreling, the first impulse is for them
to reach for a stone to throw. We noticed severe burns on
some of the boys, near the wrist. Someof them made huge
sores which roused our pitying concern. We found out that
the wounds were self-inflicted, however, the superstitious
scamps having a boyish notion that burning the wrist or
forearm would insure for them greater accuracy in throwing.
The boys play horse vigorously. They have a game played
with pegs of wood very similar to our peggy, in which one
strikes a double-pointed peg on one end with a stick and
tries to gain ground with an opponent. Another game is
played in a soft, spongy spot of ground with longer pegs
sharpened on one end only. It is something like playing
stick-knife. Theobject isso to drive the peg by athrow into
the soft space in the ground as to dislodge an opponent's
pegs, previously thrown, and made to stick in the same place.

* Cf. Deut. 22:8.
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A game among the boys, called 'aldm, is very similar to
the game of roll to the bat. The privileged player strikes a
ball with astick and drivesit outinto afield of other players.
The boy who secures the ball tries to throw or roll it so as to
hit a stone marker ("al&m) set up by the first player. The
one thus aiming at the stone marker warns the others to
stand aside and allow him to play by saying DustV|;
signifying, " By your leave."

The boys in our school played a game called wolf. A
circle of boys joined hands and went dancing around while
one outside the moving circle, called the wolf, kept trying
to snatch one from the circle of boys who represented sheep.
But whenever a boy in the dancing circle came anywhere
near the hovering wolf he let fly his heels to prevent capture.
As boy after boy was snatched successfully by the outside
boy the circle grew smaller until but one was left, who was
to be the wolf in the next game.

Boys play about the threshing-floor and are often in the
vineyards and gardens. They play many games that are
either the same or very similar to those played by boys
elsewhere. Such are marbles, duck-on-the-rock, seesaw,
swinging, blindman, leap-frog and hide-and-seek. In Ram
Allah there is avariation of this last game called khurrak,
played by sides. There is a game caled UMrat which
mightwell beconsidered aprimitiverelativeof golf.

There is as much difference between the training of the
children of the better class of peasants and the poorer in
Palestine as obtains in the differing grades of homes in other
countries. Most. youths come to exhibit a very admirable
respect for their elders and their teachers. They are taught
to kiss the hand of their father' or of any guest who is
visiting him. They seldom interject their own conversation
or ideas into the current of talk going on about them, but
listen with keen though modest attention. They are proud

'Cf. Ex. 20: 12,
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of the standing of the family in the respect of the neighbor-
hood and eager to learn their part in the business of life.

One father, a shaykh in his village, on sending away a son
to another village to attend school, was gruff in manner for
some days before the boy's departure and treated the boy
so unhandsomely that the mother protested and said that
it was wrong to let the boy go away feeling badly. In
explanation of his treatment of his son the father said, " Do
you love the boy more than | do? | am acting so that he
will not be homesick."

A boy was noticed who had a fiery temper. When in a
passionate fit of anger he seemed to lose control of himself
and wished to harm other boys, being restrained only by force.
An experienced mother in the village who was related to the
family explained the lad's disposition to sudden fits of anger
by saying that when the child was very young the mother's
milk was scanty and the baby had to be fed from the breasts
of several different women to help out alittle now and then,
and that this variety of breasts for feeding accounted for the
violent temper of the boy.

Few families, comparatively, have what we should call a
family name. The nearest to it for the generality would be
the name of the tribe to which the family belongs. The
tribal nameis not used except in aformal or legal designation.
Generally a child bears two names, his own, or, as we should
say, a Christian or first name, followed by the name of his
father. Thus the child is given the personal name Y aktib
(Jacob), and if his father's personal name is Ibrahi'm (Abra-
ham), he goes by the two names, YakAb Ibrahim, which is
equivalent to saying, " This is Yakab, the son of Ibrahim."
If Ibrahim had a daughter, he might name her 'Azizeh, and
she would be 'Azizeh Ibrahim. Ibrahim's own father's
name may have been Daud (David), so Ibrahim's full name
would be Ibrahim Dalld, that is, Ibrahim, the son of Daud.
But more likely Ibrahim's father's name was Y aktb, the
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same names being used often in a family with the omission
of ageneration, so that grandfather and grandson may have
thesamename."  In such a case the list of names would run:

(Grandfather) Yakub Ibrahim.
(Father) Ibrahim Yakub.
(Son) Yakub Ibrahim.

If this boy should have a son he probably would be-called
Ibrahim Yakub. Sometimes one of these names, say |bra-
him, is kept as a continuous family name, and so ordinary
names become stiffened into family or house names. Occa-
sionally the name thus taken may have been that of a
mother rather than a father. There is the very pretty
custom, already mentioned, that is quite general, of calling a
man and his wife after the nameof their first-born son. So
in the above case the father would seldom be called Ibrahim
Y akub, but Abu Y akilb, that is, father of (thelittle) Y akub,
and the mother, Umm Y akilb, the mother of Yakub. Even
though the child die the parents will be called henceforth by
these designations, which are esteemed titles of honor. In
other cases family names are derived from trades, as Hadad,
blacksmith; Banna, mason; Bustany, gardener or orchard-
keeper; Hajjar, stone worker. Or, it may be from a former
place of residence, as Rafidya (a village near Nablus). If a
member of the family has been a priest the name of all the
family and descendants is apt to be Khilry. Some family
names are hard to interpret. One of the most frequently
heard names in the Lebanon district is that of Ma'luf. The
word itself means a fatted sheep, but the history of the
application of the name is obscure unless it was given to
families possessing such animals. Another family name,
possibly of modern origin, is Batatd, or Batata, the second
form being the same as the word now used for the new
vegetable, potato, which fact may explain the name, or it is
possible that another significance attaches to the term.

"Cf. Luke 1; 61; 2 Sam. 2:12, etc.
73




THE PEASANTRY OF PALESTI NE

Some names are indicative of the religion to which the
bearer belongs. 'Abd er-Rahman, Muhammad, Mahmud,
Hasan, Zayd, would be understood as being Moslem names.
A woman with the name Hgjar (Hagar) would be a Moslem.
On the other hand, Hannd (John) for a man (feminine,
Hannah), would be pretty sure to mark a Christian. Such
masculine names as Khalil, Mils, Diab, 'Aziz, Ghanim and
Fartd would not betray the religion of the bearer, nor such
feminine names as Helweh, Aniseh, Habibeh and Sabhah.

Many of the above names and others are very significant
when translated.® Miladeh means that the little girl bear-
ing it was born at Christmas, which is known as the " Feast
of the Birth " (‘Aid el-Milad). Needless to say, this little
girl was born in a Christian family. Tufahah, apple, makes
a pretty feminine name. So aso Farha, joy, and Nijmeh,
star. Not so pleasant are the names Tamdm, complete, and
KAfyeh, enough, which mean that girl babies are not wel-
come in the homes where such names are given.

Nicknames are often bestowed and often stick fast to
individuals and families? We knew a dumb man whose
family went by the name Akhras, dumb. A trickster whose
cleverness was really admired and honored by his fellows was
dubbed esh-Shaytan, Satan. No more enviable compliment
can be paid a sharp business man than this same designation,
Shaytan. We knew a little girl who, in common with the
family, shared the nickname that the villagers had given to
her father, Sarstir (or Sursur), cricket.

Many customs and much lore of the people have been
described from time to time during the past twenty-five
years by Baldensperger in the Quarterly Statements of the
Palestine Exploration Fund.

Ruth 1: 20. 2 Cf. Ish-bosheth.
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CHAPTER IV
HOME AFFAIRS

T H E houses of the peasants show at a glance the grade of
well-being in the different villages. There are many in the
lowlands made of mud, or a worse material, with thatch and
straw. But in the hills stone is so plentiful that even the
poorest builder may use it. The low, hutlike, skifeh cabin
is made of loose stone piled up without mortar. The roof is
constructed of boughs, on which clay and straw are laid to
make it water-tight. The usual stone house is called, in
contrast to the above, hajjar-wa-tin, that is, stone and mortar,
and is more or less substantial according to the hardness of
the stone, the care in dressing the blocks and the proportion
of lime in the mortar. The arch for the roof of such a house
is usually so high as to be able to support itself by its own
weight. The result, in the typical house, is a square box
room with alofty ceiling, the walls being unrelieved in most
instances even by whitewash. But as this must serve in
many cases for the family and dso for such animals as are
possessed, or for aliving-room and astore cellar combined, an
extra floor is put in, over most of the room, from four to
six feet higher than the ground. This platformed portion
may be supported by small stone arches and paved with
beaten clay, or lime, or flat stones. From the door stone
steps ascend to this living floor. In former times these steps
were so constructed that any shot from a firearm sent
through the wooden door would strike them and thus fail of
reaching either the people on the platform above, or the
animals sheltered underneath. Sometimes there is ex-
cavated under the house a cistern to which the rain-water
from the roof is conducted. As the family prospers and out-
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grows the accommodations of a single room, others may be
built at right angles on either side around alittle court on
which all the doors open. Still more rooms may be added
above as a second story, with stairs leading up outside. By
such a process of agglutination the house grows, looking like
a miniature fort or castle, where father, brothers and sons
with their families live in patriarchal unity. Rooms with
inner connecting doors come as a later refinement of the more
wealthy.

In summer-time a little shady booth of boughs may be
made in the court or on the roof. Many of the peasants
deep out-of-doors fully half the year.

Within the house the floor of the living-room will be
covered in part with straw mats. Grain and food-bins made
of clay stand along one side. Large jars stand back against
the wall or in corners. One jar is to hold spring water
brought for drinking; another will hold olives; and a third,
olive-oil. There are aso wooden bread-bowls, straw covers,
the stone flour-mill, some baskets, a clay brazier, copper
cooking vessdls whitened, sieves, a wooden chest or two,
gaudily painted, utensils for grinding, roasting and cooking
coffee, a clay fire-pot set in a fire-nook, and on pegs in the
wall a brass-bound flint-lock and a water-bottle made from
agoat's skin. A recess in the wall, across which a curtain
is drawn, holds the bedding. At night the pallet bed
is spread on the floor,* the chief covering being a quilt
enclosed in a cotton case.

In a two-room house one room will be the kitchen and
women's apartment and the other the place of entertain-
ment, where the men chat and eat together. This extra
room may have divan couches and perhaps an Oriental rug
on the floor. Glass ndrjilehs (often pronounced arjtleh)
stand ready for the guests who smoke. This glass smoking-
bottle and pipes, an outfit which foreigners sometimes call

*John 5: 8, 9.
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the hubble-bubble, is used by men and some women of the
well-to-do classess. The common name for it among the
peasants is shisheh.

Below is a list of the utensils and furnishings commonly
found in houses of Palestinian peasants.

Khdbyeh, alarge store-bin made of clay.

ftandilk, a small box used by the women as a chest for clothing and
personal treasures.

Tdhdn, a stone mill for grinding wheat.

Mdkadeh, an earthen fire-pot.

Kdniln, a clay brazier on which charcoa is burned. Coffee is roasted
and cooked over this brazier.

Jurun, a mortar.

Mahbash (mahbaj), the pestle.

Mahmaseh, a rotary coffee-roaster of tin, turned by a handle.

Ibrik, a small pitcher or pot.

Hasireh, a straw mat for the floor.

Mikniseh, a short-handled broom.

Kuda (or kudah), alarge basket, wide and shallow.

Kubaj atiny basket of the same shape.

snfyeh, aplain straw mat used as a tray or as a cover for the bateyeh.

fubuk," a fancy straw mat used in the same way as the siniyeh.

Handbeh, a small clay eating-dish,

Kirmtyeh, a trencher.

Bateyeh, a dough-bow! (of wood).

Tos, an earthen bowl.

Zibdiyeh, alarger bowl.

funjereh, a copper cooking vessd, whitened, sometimes used as a
serving-dish.

Dist, a very large tunjereh for serving food to guests; aso used as a
pan in which to wash clothes.

Mafttiliyeh, a special dish for makingrnaltual, a paste that looks like
buckshot. The dish has a perforated bottom like a colander,

Jarreh, a general name for ajar.

Ghutadh, a cover of ajar (ageneral namefor acover).

Mughtas, a dipper.

Dharf, a goat skin for fetching water.

'Adltyeh, a dender jar.

Sfl, ajar for oil.

L ¢f. Arabic Bible, Matt. 14: 8.
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Sherbeh, adrinkingjar.

Ghurbdl, awheat Seve.

Minkhul (corrupted into mulkhil), a flour Seve made of hair.
Siraj, alamp.

Misrajeh, a lamp shdf.

KhUseh, a knife.

Sikkineh, a knife.

Finjan, a cup.

Mughrafeh, aladle.

Mua'lakah, a spoon.

Watad, a peg driven into the wall.

Rfoeh, an alcove for stowaway.

Khurrakeh, a poke-hole in the wall.

Firash, a bed.

I1hAf, aquilt.

Mukhaddeh (or wasadeh), a pillow, often filled with tibn.

Wheat, the most important item of the well-to-do peasants
food, has been spoken of elsewhere. It offers a scheme for
classfication in welfare. Those on the level of wheat bread
and those below that level in life form very readily dis-
tinguishable classes. Bread made of barley or of millet is
used by the poorest people. The flour used for most of the
wheat bread is of graham quality. A lump of dough is
saved from the mixture for the next batch. This leaven *
goes by the name khamtreh.  After the early morning grind-
ings the dough is mixed in a wooden bowl, the woman gen-
erally sitting outside her door on the ground. When the
dough has been mixed the bowl is covered with a straw mat
called the siniyeh. When ready for baking, the whole, sur-
mounted by a tiny little basket, kuba; filled with dry flour
for the hands when the loaves are formed, is carried on the
woman's head to the nearest oven. One oven is shared by
several neighboring families. The oven is within a stone
hut, or cabin, not much unlike the skijeh, or loose stone
house, mentioned elsewhere.  The woman may have to wait
her turn at the oven, as other women may be baking before

'"Matt. 13:33.
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her. She sits at one side and chats with the women and
girls about her as she plies her needlework, sewing or em-
broidery. Being at work and unobserved, she generally has
her head-shawl thrown one side. The oven is a domed pit.
Inside the pit are little stones on which the cakes of bread
are baked. The clay dome has a cover which may shut the
baking bread within. Thefire of grass’, refuse from the olive
presses, twigs or caked dung, is built outside the dome, and
therefore does not come in contact with the interior when
the oven is heated for baking. The cakes of bread are from
a quarter to a half-inch thick and of the shape and size of a
medium dessert plate. The hot stones give a hubbly surface
to the loaves, and as the dough is not very stiff a delicious
warm, spongy, graham bread results. The bread baked for
sadle in the shops is generally made of lighter flour and the
loaves are smaller and sometimes thicker.

In buying wheat for burghul we sought the best grade of
white wheat, paying three piasters arutl for it, that is, about
eleven cents for six and a quarter pounds. Burghul is pre-
pared as awinter food. Thewheat, after cleansing, isboiled
until it is partly cooked. It is spread in the sun and dried
and finally crushed in the hand-mill to the required fineness.
The favorite size is about like broken rice. The chaff-like
refuse is then blown off and, after another cleansing, the
burghul is ready for awinter supply. Crushed wheat, called
jerisheh, may be prepared and used as a breakfast cereal
would be with us. Smid is the name given to the unground
portions of wheat, called with us semolina, separated from
the flour by the bolting-machine of a modern mill.

The lentil,? ‘adas is considered by the native peasant a
very nourishing food. The little seeds are reddish or brown
and are shaped like tiny eyes tones. When made into soup
the taste is similar to that of dried peas. For the winter
supply they are sifted, washed and given a treatment with

*Matt. 6:30. Gen. 25:34.
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olive-oil to prevent the attack of alittle fly called sus, which
eats out the inside of the seeds, leaving only the shells.

Rice is consumed in large quantities, but, as it is an im-
ported food, it is bought as needed. A sack weighing two
hundred twenty-five pounds may sometimes be bought for
five dollars. A brand called Japanese rice, harder and
cleaner, supposed to swell better and absorb less semen in
cooking, costs considerably more. In the markets one often
sees rice which has been colored with a red powder. Pine-
nuts from the cones of the snober-pine, which are very
toothsome, are often cooked with rice.

The olive fruit as it comes from the tree is exceedingly
puckery in flavor. For early eating the people put the berries
into astrong brine, cracking them somewhat with stones to
hasten the curing process. For late use the cracking of
the berries is dispensed with and they are simply set away
in the salt water. It takes several months to extract all the
bitter taste of the whole berries and render them pleasant
in flavor. The peasant much prefers ripe olives to green
ones for eating. Most people who learn to eat ripe olives
share in this preference for them. Usually the ripe olive is
black, though some varieties are not so. They are very
nourishing and full of oil, whilegreen olives are amererelish.
Olive-oil isused very commonly asafood. The purest grade
may be purchased as low as the rate of six cents a pound
when bought by the jar. It is usually measured out in a
heavy copper vessel shaped like a water jar of the zarawlyeh
type, holding seven rutls, or about forty-four pounds, of oil.
These copper jars are always very bright in color, as the
action of olive-oil on copper is sufficient to keep it perfectly
clean from corrosion. Those who make olive-oil have large
cemented cisterns in which to store it, and as the cisterns
are not cleaned very often, and the different grades are put
in promiscuously, the flavor becomes disagreeable to the
European palate, though the peasants do not mind if it
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acquires even asting in taste. This defect in flavor is in-
creased when the heaps of berries are left too long before
pressing them. They become heated and more or less rancid,
and acquire the siting which we think so unpleasant. But
if one is painstaking, one will learn where and how to secure
some of the first-grade oil which comes from the early berries
and direct from the press. This early oil is often so delicate
as scarcely to have any distinctive flavor. It is of a light
greenish color.

Much of the inferior grades of oil is made into a soap very
soft to the touch. The Mount Carmel soap is especialy
well liked. A great deal of soap ismade in Nablus.

As has been suggested, the grape is the choicest fruit of
the country. With bread and grapes many hundreds are
daily content. The native people do not wait until August,
when the first ripe grapes are to be had, but enjoy eating
green grapes, hisrim, with salt. Grape molasses, dibs, and
grape marmalade and jam, totleh, are prepared for winter
by the more prosperous households.

Figs are next in genera favor and are dried in large
quantities for winter use® Some are strung on strings, but
most of them are pressed in bins. The black variety is
preferred, as it is somewhat richer than the white and green
kinds. Figs make a hearty food. Nothing more delicious
in the line of fruit can be found than large, freshfigswith the
morning dew yet on them. Fresh, ripefigsare often brought
into the village in the little home-made, wheat-straw baskets,
covered with the strong-smelling maramiyeh leaves. The
very early fruit that precedes the regular crop by two months
is called dafr and is esteemed a luxury. A cooked dish
of dried figs flavored with anisé is called khubayseh.

This list of the most common staples for the peasants' use
would not be complete without coffee, which, while it might
appear morein the light of aluxury, Isyet so essential in a re-

11 Sam. 30: 12. -
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spectable household as to be classed here with the necessities.
It must be on hand for guests, whether afforded for daily
use or not, and wherever men meet for business or ceremony
coffee is expected. It is purchased in the raw berry at about
eleven cents a pound for a good grade, and the preparation
of it becomes a matter of personal accomplishment. Men
often carry some coffee berries in their pockets for use at
gatherings with their friends. In drinking coffee, one cup
is frequently passed about among a company of men, being
replenished for another drinker when one has had some.
The beverage is drawn into the mouth with a noisy sip that
both cools it, if hot, and testifies to the drinkers satisfaction
with the quality. When done properly the business of
coffee-making includes roasting on an iron spoon, pulverizing
in a wooden mortar with awooden pestle, and boiling in a
tiny copper or tin pot from which it is poured into a handle-
less coffee-cup, finj&n, of about the size of an egg.

To continue the list of foods. Tomatoes, though compara-
tively new to the country, have become afavorite vegetable.
Tomatoes are a summer crop, and acres of them may be
seen. A cooked tomato sauce is boiled down and then
evaporated in the sun until of considerable density, when it
is set away as a winter seasoning for soups, stews and rice.
Sliced tomatoes are dried in the sun for preservation. The
fresh tomato is enjoyed in salads. The price per pound is
something less than one cent.

The seed pods of okraor gumbo, or, as the peasants call it,
bamyeh, are strung on twine and dried for the winter stores.
Itis cultivated in the plains near Ludd.

Many of the villages fail to cultivate garden vegetables
in any considerable variety or quantity.  They submit to a
more monotonous diet than seems necessary. Other vil-
lages go into gardening extensively. They are villages with
superior facilities for irrigating the crops. The vegetables
are retailed in the less favored villages, or, more often, taken
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to the surer market of the nearest city. Squash, pumpkin,
cabbage, cauliflower, lettuce, turnip, beet, parsnip, bean, pea,
chick-pea, onion, garlic, leek, radish, mallow and eggplant
are common varieties. Of the eggplant it is said that, since
there are so many ways of preparing it, should a woman say
to her husband, during the eggplant season, " | know not
what to provide for dinner," he has a sufficient cause for
divorcing her. Doubtless, if he were hungry and sensible at
the same time, he would at least try the expedient of getting
a dish of the savory vegetable before discharging the cook.
But, on the other hand, one might quote the Arabic proverb,
" Minds are lost with stomachs." There are two kinds of
cucumber. The one like our own goes by the name khiyar.
The other, called fakus, is thinner, longer and fuzzy, and is
eaten without peeling. The buds of the artichoke when
boiled make a delicious dish. Potatoes are getting to be
quite common now. Most of them are still imported, but
probably more and more success will be met in raising a
native crop.

A pleasant little story is told of how potatoes may have
first come to Jerusalem. Sister Charlotte, a Kaiserswerth
deaconess, was for fifty years in mission work in Jerusalem.
At the time of her death in 1903 she was the revered head
of the German Orphanage for girls in the city. When the
Emperor Frederick, then Crown Prince, visited Jerusalem,
he accepted an invitation to dine with Sister Charlotte and
the other German sisters. He asked them what, of all
things, they would like from Germany. They said that they
thought potatoes would be their choice. Two barrels of
potatoes were the result of this incident, and Sister Charlotte
thought that these were the first potatoes in Jerusalem. Itis
to beregretted that this is not the place to go into athorough
appreciation of the work of these blessed women who, in hos-
pital, school and other Christian service in the East have
performed a most gracious ministry of Christian womanliness.
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The milk of the flocks is made into butter, and that in
turnisoften cooked down into what we should call clarified
butter, but which the Arabs call semen. |t will keep a year
and is much used in cooking, especially in preparing rice.
There is a very pleasant, cooling preparation of milk called
leben,* which is thick and has aslightly acid taste. It looks
like junket. A little of it, when put into slightly warmed
milk and set away in awarm place for afew hours, will make
leben of the milk. The process is one of partial digestion
and makes a wholesome food for invalids, particularly for
those suffering from fevers. Lebbeneh is strained leben to
which a little salt has been added. It is a sort of com-
promise between butter and cheese. A cream cheese, jiben,
is made in square cakes averaging the size of a man's hand.
These cakes are put away in brine for keeping and, when
needed, are soaked in hot water. Many meals are made of
wheat bread and cheese. Hard, dried leben, pressed into
little balls, may be kept for months. It is then called kishk.
When they are to be used the balls are cracked into little
fragments and soaked in water.

Eggs, mutton and goat's meat are obtainable in most
villages. For game, the gazel, pigeon, quail and partridge,
as well as smaller birds, are shot and used by a few of the
peasants. For those who live near the Sea of Tiberias
(Galilee), the fish there found add to the variety.> In
parts of Palestine locusts are eaten®> They are usually
dried or roasted. A story and a proverb are mentioned
concerning the vigor and spryness of these insects. A man
who was in great haste and yet wished something to eat
caught a locust and, holding it by the legs, roasted it over a
fire. He didn't wait to do it very thoroughly before he put
itinhismouth. Fearingthatitwould burn him he delayed
shutting his teeth together on it. The moment he loosened
the grasp of his fingers, therefore, away went the locust.

' Juoges 4:19; 5: 25. “Matt. 4:18. ° Matt. 3: 4.
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Now for the proverb: "Aflat min jaradeh,"” which means,
" Better at escaping than a locust."

Baked dishes are not common among the peasantry.
Boiling, roasting and frying are the common modes of pre-
paring food. Kibbeh is a mixture of meat and burghul,
bruised together in a mortar until it becomes a jellied mass,
when it is pressed into pans, scored off into cakes and fried
with semen. Maklubeh is a preparation of rice and egg-
plant cooked in a deep dish, and, when served, turned out,
upside down; whence the name, which means" turned over."
Keftah is a meat cake fried in semen, not very different from
Hamburg steak. Mujedderah, or ‘asideh, is a mixture of
rice and lentils. Sometimes fried onion scraps are served
with it.

A favorite vegetable called kusa, which looks like a cu-
cumber and tastes like our summer squash, is often hol-
lowed out, stuffed with meat and rice and boiled. Hereis
a combination of fruit, flesh and vegetable worth trying: A
roll of tender grape-leaves stuffed with rice and meat and
then boiled. It makes alittle sausage-like affair of which a
Scotch professor said that, if there were sausages in Paradise,
they would be of this kind. The natives call all stuffed
dishes of these sorts mahshy, stuffed. A mahshy made of
eggplant is called shaykh el-mahshy, the chief of the mahshys.
Kids, lambs and chickens also are stuffed. With some of
these mahshys, leben sauce is served and with others lemon-
juice.

Salads of all kinds are enjoyed by the people. Humus
Vtehineh is made from dried chick-peas boiled, mashed with
olive-oil and flavored with tehineh. Tehinehis a mixture of
olive-oil, sergf and some sour substance, either vinegar or
lemon-juice.

Caraway, anise, thyme and mint are used as seasonings.

The common cooking fats are semen, olive-oil and sergj,
the latter being arich cooking oil made from simsim seeds.
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An out-of-door luxury is the new parched wheat,* called
friky, when immature heads are roasted, and kaliyeh, when
ripe grain is roasted. The peculiar milk of afresh goat or
sheep, curdled a little, by being placed over the fire, and
sweetened, is considered a dainty. Cooked sheep's brains
are a delicacy and very nourishing.

The fruits of Palestine are many. The better known
varieties are the grape, orange, lemon, apricot, plum, pome-
granate, quince, citron, watermelon, cantaloup, date, mul-
berry and medlar. This last mentioned fruit is known by
the Turkish name akydunya, literally, the next world. The
cherry and peach find a congenial climate in the country.
The apple and pear do not thrive so well in Palestine as in
the neighborhood of Damascus. Of apricots there are sev-
eral varieties. A large sweet kind, of which the seed pit
has a taste similar to the almond nut, is called for that
reason lozeh. Another kind is called klaby, and yet another
mestk&wy.  Apricot leather is displayed in large sheets in
the markets. From pomegranates, of which there are at
least three flavors, sweet, medium and sour, and from
lemons, drinks are prepared. Distilled orange-flower water
is esteemed as a flavoring extract. A little of it in water
is good for a sour stomach.

Of nuts there are the almond, pistachio and walnhut. The
almond is frequently eaten green, when the kernel is in a
milky state and the whole nut with its shell is tender.
Chestnuts and peanuts are imported. Melon and pumpkin
seeds are eaten.  Sesame, or simsim, seeds are sprinkled over
cakes. Partially ripened chick-peas, roasted on the stems,
are very much liked. Mulabbas, which simply means cov-
ered, generally refers to sugar-coated, roasted chick-peas.
These roasted peas without the sugar are called ikdameh, or
kadameh.

Jellies are called totleh. They are often served to guests,

"Josh. 5: 11; Ruth 2: 14.
86




THE PEASANTRY OF PALESTINE

in such cases being offered before the coffee, which must
always be the last of any number of refreshments. A dish
of jelly or jam, with several spoons and atumbler of water, is
passed around.  Each guest takes a spoon and helps himself
to ataste of jelly, then puts the soiled spoon into the vessel
of water.

The people are very fond of honey. Many kinds of pastes,
cakes and confections have honey as a prominent ingre-
dient. Some of them seem very cloying to the unaccus-
tomed Western taste. Heldweh and mviabbas are the very
common confections in the villages. The first looks like
light-colored molasses candy and comes in bulk. It is used
as afood with bread. Itis madefrom theroot of the simsim
plant, the oil of which imparts to it its peculiar flavor.
There is alocal hit to the effect that " the people of Nablus
eat their sweets first." The word used to express satisfaction
with aflavor is zaky, which is equal to our colloquialism, " it
tastes fine/' or the German, " grossartig.” A rebuke of an
inordinate appetite is apparent in the proverb, " Let a dog
take ataste, but not ason of Adam [i. e,, aman]."

The list of foods should include some of the many varieties
of edible wild growths.!

Khurfaysh is a plant with a little notched leaf having
milk-white veins. The edible stalk that grows up from the
center is very delicious and refreshing when tender.

Murrar, a bitter herb, looks, during its early growth, a
little like the dandelion. Later it develops athorn.

Kurs *anneh bears a small leaf suitable for salad.

Humaydeh has a leaf with red veins and ared back. Itis
used less commonly than the others.

Dhanbat faras (tail of a mare) looks like young onion
leaves.

Hasak is used more especialy for cows, and halibet es
sukul is fed to the kids when milk isscarce. It yields, when
ICt. 2 Kings 4: 39.

87




THE PEASANTRY OF PALESTINE

broken, a thick milky juice. The fruit of the cactus or
prickly-pear is yellow, seedy and sweetish. For some reason
or other the name for this plant, in Arabic, and the word for
patience are the same, subr. This cactus fruit is much es
teemed. A story istold of aman with a prodigious appetite
for it who was going along by the hedges of prickly-pear near
Ludd and followed by some cows which ate up the peelings
of the fruit as he dropped them. The story says that the
cows had to stop eating the peelings before the man's appetite
for the fruit had been fully gratified. Thisisonly asample
of the many stories told about great eaters.

The carob-pod is chewed.! It has a flavor like that of
sweetened chocolate.  Green carob-pods may be cooked in
a toothsome way with milk. '

A receipt for making " Turkish Delight." The first essen-
tial is a perfectly clean cooking dish, as the secret of good
Turkish Delight is to prevent burning or sticking. One-half
pound of corn-starch, three pounds of sugar and ten cups of
water are to be used. The corn-starchisto be dissolved in
two cups of water and strained. The remaining eight cups
of water, hot, and the sugar are to be made into a syrup.
When the syrup is ailmost at the boiling point, clear with the
white of an egg, skim off, add the juice of a half lemon and
strain through a cloth. Pour the corn-starch solution into
the hot syrup, stirring continually, and allowing the mixture
to boil until very thick, an hour if necessary, stirring all the
time to prevent sticking to the bottom. This constant stir-
ring during the cooking is very important. Blanched alm-
onds and the flavoring (generally mistkd gum) are put in
just before taking the dish from the fire. The whole is then
poured into alarge shallow tin into whichfine sugar has been
sifted. When the paste has cooled it may be scored and cut.

There is aimost no drinking of alcoholic liquors among the
peasantry. On the feast-days the convents offer 'aralc, a

*Luke 15:16.
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native grape brandy, to callers. The increasing influence of
foreigners tends to an increase of drinking customs in the
cities and the extension of such habits into the country vil-
lages. This influence comes through the foreign ecclesiastics
in the convents, monasteries and patriarchates, business and
travel, and sometimes the example of missionaries. Among
Moslems the habit of using ardent liquors is supposed not to
exist, but an aged official of wide experience told me that he
knew of two hundred fifty Moslems in Jerusalem who were
hard drinkers, and that the Turkish officials as a class were
taking up the custom rapidly. Said a poor Moslem girl in
Hebron despairingly of her brother, who had taken up with
the drinking habit, " Why, my brother drinks like a Chris-
tian! " Of an inveterate and shameless toper the Arabs say
that " he would drink from his shoe."

The custom among the country people is to eat out of a
common dish." If it contains rice the food is rolled into
balls and put into the mouth with the fingers. The bread
is held on the knee, as one sits in squatting posture, and bits
are torn fromit. With these bits of bread the food may be
dipped up, especialy if it be oil or leben. Portions of meat
are taken with the fingers. A wooden spoon is sometimes
used. When guests are eating, the women of the family are
not present, but often eat in another place and use the re-
mains of the men's feast. In the field the workers gather
around the dish that has been brought from the village.
They may be sitting in the broiling sun. It is customary to
invite the passer-by to the repast.

The first meal of the day is not usually taken until the
middle of the forenoon, and is alight one. The second one,
at or after noon, may be heartier. The evening meal is the
best. Meat is almost a luxury, the increase in its use denot-
ing progress in prosperity.

Almost any discriminating person will decide for the native

*Cf. Matt. 26: 23.
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peasant costume as more modest, graceful and artistic than
the European styles. One feds disappointed and defrauded
at sight of a villager togged in European trouserings. The
village woman descends in the scale of attractiveness just so
far as she submits to the fashion of Western dressmaking.
Stockings are seldom worn by the country people when they
areinvigorous health. At best the stocking is an unsanitary
snare. Men generally wear the roomy shoe having buffalo
rawhide from India for the soles and a red or brown goat-
skin for the uppers. Women seldom wear shoes inside the
village for fear of ridicule. When they are out in the rough
places they wear the same kind of shoe as the men.

The fully dressed fellah (peasant) has in his outfit the
following articles:

Dimdyeh, or kumbdz, a long dress or tunic.

Shirihah, a girdle studded with the razat, which are ornaments like
little silver buttons.

$adriyeh, a vest.

TukS8ireh, a small blue jacket made of jiXkh, a blue cloth. Sometimes

a European jacket is worn or a sheepskin is used.

*Abah (colloquial, 'abdyeh), a homespun woolen overcoat, striped.
8ir?ndyeh, a shoe, heavy or light according to the season.
Leffeh, a general name for the entire head-dress.

The leffeh consists of the following parts:

fukiyeh, a cotton skull-cap.

Libbdd, a skull-cap of woolen felt put on over the cotton one.

Tarbush, a hat proper, usually a red fez-like head-covering, broad and
flat, put on over the tukfyeh and libb&d.

Scarfs are wound around the rim of the tarblish so as to make a
very heavy border (athin scarf helping to pad out a heavier one).
Mendil, athin scarf used under a heavier one.

Mahrameh, a white heavy scarf.
Kefiyeh, a yellow and fancy variety of scarf.

In the leffen or head-dress are tucked, for convenience in carrying,
the following articles:

Mirat, a mirror (atiny glass).
Misht, a comb for the beard.
Massasat, a cigarette holder.
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Dukhan, tobacco.
Khalkat (asfat), armg (vellow) for the thumb (bahim).
Khatim (fudat), a seal' ting (silver) for the little finger (khanaset).
Dubleh, a guard.
All these small articles following arein or about the girdle or belt:
Ghdb, a cartridge-belt.
Shibriyeh, a dirk carried in the belt.
Sifn, tow.
Zinareh, asted for igniting the tow in striking a light.
suwdneh,  a flint.
Mus, a clasp knife.
Zaradeh, a chain to which the knife is attached.

The fell&hah (peasant woman) wears the Khurkeh, an em-
broidered dress of linen crash, with silk stitching. Over this
dress she wears the Khalak, or Tol, a long veil of the same
material as the Khurkeh. But she is mostly distinguished
by the
Ukd, a head-dress which is a snug little bonnet of cloth embroidered

and heavily decorated with coins.

Saffeh, arow of coins over the top of the head on the bonnet.

Shakeh, arow of coins or bangles across the forehead.

Iznak, acoin of especid value which hangs by a chain from the head-
dress, under the chin.

This head-dress is bound into the hair by strings and is
worn night and day.

In the division of household labor the man goes to the
market, field or on the road with the animals, leaving almost
all the work about the house to be done by women and
children. Indeed, these may often be called upon to assist
in carrying to or from the market, in watching on the
threshing-floor or in the vineyard and orchard, in helping
harvest the crops or in gleaning, sifting and cleaning grain.
Children sometimes carry food to the workers who are at a
distance. The man may make repairs about his house, if
skilful enoughto do so. He drives the bargains and settles

" Gen. 38:18.
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business matters. Upon the woman falls most of the work
of the household. It is often hard and long because of
primitive methods and scanty means.* The older girls may
help considerably, especially by taking much of the care of
the children. The woman's day begins early with the grind-
ing of flour for bread.?  She probably cleaned the wheat on
the previous afternoon while there was light. Grinding can
be done in the early morning before daylight. The woman
sweeps and cleans and cooks food for the family.  She makes
long trips into the uncultivated country about the village to
bring home head-loads of brush, thorns or grass. She must
make daily trips at least, and sometimes several a day, to
the spring, or possibly to a cistern, for the water supply.
She often keeps chickens. Gardening is the man's work,
though the woman must often help in the little plot if there
be one. Now and then a woman may find time to attend
to her personal appearance. If her dress of linen crash be
soiled she may take it with other washing to the spring or
cistern. She first soaks her clothes and then laying them on
arock pounds out the dirt with a short club. If the silk
embroidery on the dress makes it unadvisable to wet the
cloth, she rubs off the dirt with bread-crumbs. She occa-
sionally gets an opportunity to take off her head-dress of
coins, clean the coins and comb out and wash her hair, or
she may do the similar service of washing and head-cleaning
for her children.

The peasant women are sometimes skilful in embroidering
in silk, with a cross-stitch, on linen and on cotton. They
make agood deal of basketwork from wheat straw, which
they dye a brilliant blue, green, red, purple and brown.
Cooking dishes, platters, bowls and jars are made of clay by
the women. The women of any village keep to the making
of such vessdls and shapes as they have learned best. The
Ram All'ah women make a reddish jar of huge size orna-

*TT. Luke 10: 20 *Mait, 244T.
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mented with a brown painted band of abasketwork pattern.
This jar is known colloquially as jarreh. The smaller size
goes by the same name or dse by the term hisheh. Hishis a
kind of red stone that is pulverized to make jar material.
The long jar that is used for carrying water from the spring
to the house is called zarawiyeh. The zarantyeh zerka is a
product of Gaza, and the zaraxotyeh baydeh of Ramleh and
Ludd. Another large variety of jar is called zr. Any tiny
jar used as a drinking vessel or for cooling drinking water
may be called sherbeh. Thelittle milk jarswith avery wide
mouth are called kuz or, by the fellahin, chuz

The peasant, when well fed, clothed and sheltered, is a
fine specimen of physical humanity. When ill heis miser-
able indeed, and greatly to be pitied. Hospitals and other
European helps are assisting of late where but a short time
ago there was nothing but native ingenuity. Even now the
very poor can hardly be said to be supplied with adequate
assistance. In the more backward villages, farther from
centers where physicians and dispensaries are available, the
most curious shifts are made to drive off disease and win
health. Among Moslems and Christians similar means are
taken. Mothers pray at shrines and sacred trees, tying up
bits of rag to keep the prayers in the minds of the saints who
have been invoked. It takes kindliness and patience to win
over the poorest and most suspicious of the sick peasantry.
And it will take more than that to secure suitable nursing
forinvalids.

One child of Christian parents wore a bone from a wolf's
snout about the neck as a charm. It was the gift of the
paternal grandmother. A wolf's jaw-boneis apotent charm.
A Moslem said that the wolf was a friend of his family and
that if one killed a wolf with a knife and then wrapped the
knife in a handkerchief or other cloth it would prove effica
cious in time of sickness. For instance, if a child were ill
with a cough it was only necessary to draw the back of the
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knife-blade across the throat in imitation of cutting and say,
"All&h and the wolf," "Allah and the wolf," then make a
noise like the growl of a wolf and the child would be well.
The many superstitious remains of primitivereligious notions
are usually preserved among the women of the land.

Slips of paper, with versesfromthe Kuranwritten on them,
are soaked in water and the drink administered to patients
by the very ignorant. Burning and bleeding are frequently
resorted to.  More nauseating practises are the utilization
for medicinal purposes of the froth that forms at the mouth
of a maniac, or of a derwish (dervish) who, in the excitement
of his Exercises, has fallen down insensible. It is considered
proper for thefriends of the sick to call, and sometimes the
room where the patient is lying is full of talking neighbors.!
Fortunate is it if some of them be not smoking as well as
making a noise. Figs are used as drawing plasters.”> For
soreness of the gums or teeth adry figis heated and laid on
the spot. A relic of the days of quacks is found in the
proverb, "Ask one who will try and not a doctor."  Doubt-
less the next proverb in order would be the one running,
" Patience is the key of relief." Of palsy the peasants say,
" Palsy, then don't doctor it."

The following data, taken from accounts of medical assist-
ance rendered to inhabitants of a score of villages in the
country about Ram Allah for a year are suggestive of the
distribution of ailments. Leaving out of the account
wounds, the chief ailments were classified under fevers?®
malariaand typhus, with gastric troubles nearly akin. Then
comes the second group of troubles, with influenza and
pneumonia. Third in frequency was rheumatism. Enteric
troubles were rarely mentioned. Eye troubles are common,
but the physician is not resorted to as frequently as would be
supposed. A few cases of abscess, dropsy and eczema were
mentioned. May and June, October and November, brought

'Job 2:11. * 2 Kings 20: 7.’ Matt. 8:14.
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numerous cases of fevers. January and March exceeded in
pulmonary affections, though they were pretty generally met
with throughout the year. Autumn is a very unhealthy
season. The dust blowing about the villages in the high
winds is laden with abundant filth in pulverized form.
Sunstroke is not unknown among the natives.!  The reapers
in the Ghor are often stricken with deadly fever, probably
because of the poor water supply, hot sun, cold nights and
irregular meals. Contagious skin, scalp and eye diseases are
to be dreaded. Because of the lack of facilities and know!-
edge in the care of children convalescing from measles,
husbeh, that disease is much feared, and the mortality among
the young is great. The typhoid cases in the country are
long and tedious, though not perhaps so violent as with us.
Leben makes an ideal food for the patient.

Certain of the fountains of the country are provided with
a more or less capacious catch-basin from which animals as
well as people may drink. The fastidious are not to be
blamed if they insist on seeing their own drinking water
taken from the actual flow of the spring and under such con-
ditions as shall not subject them to the washings of other
people's mouths.  Often at such places leeches thrive in the
water, and where they are known to abound the natives
seldom let their animals drink if other available water be
near. People, too, are often bothered by the leeches lodging
in the sides of the mouth or throat. Those that are swal-
lowed cause no inconvenience, but when tiny leeches lodge
in the side of the throat and grow to an uncomfortable size
they have to be extracted. One day | was lunching with the
local physician, Dr. Philip Ma'luf, when a poor woman from
el-Bireh, not rfinding him at the dispensary, sought him at
his home. She was troubled with a leech which had grown
to uncomfortable size in her throat and was using up too
much of the blood needed in her system. After the

*2 Kings 4:19.
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parasite was removed she haggled about the price of the
operation.

At another time | saw alittle girl sitting on a chair in the
sun in front of the doctor's dispensary. The doctor said that
her leech was too difficult of observation and approach with
his tweezers, but that in the warm sun it would be tempted
withinreach.

Medical assistance in the form of hospital or dispensary
facilities is now offered at Hebron, Jaffa, Gaza, Jerusalem,
N&blus, Nazareth, Tiberias, Safed, Haifa, es-Salt and Kerak.
To these places the peasantry come from the country about,
bringing their ills for treatment at the hands of foreign
physicians. From the country around Nablus, for instance,
many patients come to receive the skilful attention of the
surgeon at the Church Missionary Society Hospital in the
city. Among these cases are many suffering with diseased
bones.

The medical department of the American College at Beirut
is an exponent of modern medical science for all Syria.
There native physicians are trained in medicine and phar-
macy and go to all parts of the Turkish empire, Egypt and
the Sudan. The European hospitals in the country are in
charge of expert physicians assisted by well-trained nurses.

Here and there one meets dumb people. In Ram All&h
is adumb man, the well-to-do father of a considerable family.
He is keen, alert and very skilful at making hlmself under-
stood by motions.

The blind are receiving some attention. Schneller.s school
in Jerusalem makes provision for them. Miss Lovell, an
English woman, has a small school for blind girls where she
works assiduously for their welfare. The French Roman
Catholic Sisters care for some.

The first hospital asylum in all Syriafor the humane and
scientific treatment of the insane was founded afew years ago
and first opened to patients August 9, 1900. It is just a

%



THE PEASANTRY O F PALESTINE

short drive out of Beirut, at a place called 'Asf&riyeh, within
the Lebanon government district. Its founders are Mr. and
Mrs. Theophilus Waldemeier. Mr. Waldemeier was for over
twenty years the superintendent of the English Friends'
Mission at Brummana and other stations in Mount Lebanon.
Advancing years seemed to make it wisest that he should
relinquish the many-sided mission work. With his wife he
planned a world tour in the interests of awork which he had
thought over for many years. While friends were advising
and expecting him to take a deserved rest he began to plan
for this new enterprise, which he sweetly cals his " evening
sacrifice "; a hospital for theright treatment of the insane,
of which the country has many. The Waldemeiers visited
successfully in Europe and America and returned with funds
to build. They found a fine property of over thirty acres
belonging to one of the effendlyeh class of natives, a Moslem
who was in need of funds and good enough not to make too
hard terms with these philanthropists. In the first two
years the institution treated two hundred twenty-seven
patients and sent away thirty-six patients recovered.

Mr. Waldemeier and his gifted wife treated us with the
greatest cordiality, when we called on them, and showed us
detail after detail of the work, the new building and so on,
just as if they were enthusiastic devotees of an interesting
new game; and so they are devotees of the old, the ever new
game, of doing good. A large, well-equipped administration
building, another for women patients and still another one
for men were already up and fully used, forty patients at a
time being the capacity. A new building was being erected
to be used for the most violent cases. The story of some
cases is a sad one. A surgeon of the Egyptian army was
with us as we inspected the wards where the women patients
are kept, filled mostly with young girls. He said, " | never
saw anything so sad. The wounded and the dying on the
battle-field do not make me feel like this." The causes of the
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troubles of these sufferers are various. Ten distinct kinds
of mania are recorded on the books, among them cases re-
sulting from alcoholic excess, from typhoid fever and those
that are hereditary. No patients are received unless
there is reasonable expectation of their recovery under
treatment.

The nurses and attendants in the women's ward seemed
to be much interested in their charges and to develop a
real affection for them. There are no bonds in the whole
institution. The severe cases are put to bed. As soon as
their condition will warrant it they are set to work at some-
thing that will keep them busy, laundering or helping in
various ways about the institution, aways with ample
supervision. One bright-faced patient possessed with the
notion that the devil was in her nose made that mem-
ber the object of her constant thought, keeping it always
covered.

We saw alarge, powerfully-made man standing behind the
iron grating of one of the men's windows. He was an alco-
holic case who was sent away from the hospital at one time
apparently cured, but fell into the old ways again and now
is hopeless, incurable.

Some of the patients come to the hospital in a most
wretched state of filth. Some come loaded with the chains
that the ignorant country people have put on them. Some
have been isolated in caves and scantily fed, some have been
beaten. Some have been made to drink water in which
written texts of the Kuran have been soaked. Many are the
ways with which the superstitious natives would treat these
unfortunates. Sometimes the insane are looked upon with
superstitious awe as of an order other than ordinary human
beings and to beinvoked. At other times the people are said
to beat them in order to drive out the demon, but more often,
according to their own saying, they let them pretty much
aone. " For," say they, " God has touched him; that is
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enough; leave him alone."* All through the country this
unconscious fraternity livesits life apart from men. Only
their bodies are in contact with the world of reality. They
are fed or beaten, caged or prayed to, in turn. We saw one
of these unfortunates who had been groveling in afit on the
street in Jerusalem near the Jaffa Gate. He had a small
cord drawn through a fleshy place in his abdomen, by work-
ing which back and forth well-meaning spectators had caused
considerablebloodto flow, thinking torelievehim. Wehave
seen them wandering in the streets of Damascus with the
freedom of the city, all making way for them; and well they
might; we did, too, for I've never seen human beings more
unutterably filthy. In the village of *Ayn 'Arik there was
adumb maniac who went about naked.> He was credited
with being a wily, or holy man. Families having a sick
person among them would sometimes send him presents of
roast stuffed fowls and secure from the wily some of his
hairs, which they would burn near the patient, hoping there-
by to effect a cure.

The leprous generally congregate outside the cities and
follow the trade of begging. Hospitals and asylums are
provided for them, but many of them prefer the freedom
which puts them obnoxiously in the way of those who can
be teased for alms.

Death among the peasantry is an occasion for long mourn-
ing. The body is wrapped, and placed in the ground and
protected from the falling earth as well as may be by the use
of stones. On the top of the grave the heaviest stones ob-
tainable are packed to make it difficult for the hyenas to
secure the body. It is customary to watch the grave many

L Cf. 1 Sam. 21:12-15; Matt. 8: 28. There is now a Hebrew asylum
for the treatment of the insane patients of that race in Jerusdem
called 'Ezrath Nashim. It is supported by the Woman's Aid Society.
See description of it by the American consul at Jerusalem, Dr. Selah

Merrill, in The Christian Herald, New York, January 10, 1906. %1 Sam.
19: 24,
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nights to keep these creatures away." The more advanced
peasantry try to secure a wooden coffin for the body about
to be buried. The natives are capable of much tenderness
and consideration at these sad times. The many bearers
take turns assisting in the carrying of the body on the way
to the grave. Visitors from other villages come to assist in
the mourning for the deceased. They are provided with
food and shelter while they remain. The public mourning
lasts as long as visitors continue coming to offer condolences,
which may be for many days. At weddings the singers are
men, but at funerals the women perform the part. The
same native melody is used on both occasions. The death
of a young man is an occasion for especial grief, since so
many family hopes and prospects are thereby disappointed.
A prop and stay in the tribe is withdrawn and the calamity
is very severe. The women are sometimes seen on the
threshing-floor marching slowly round and round, wailing
out the dirge. One of the saddest casss that came under
my observation was that of a young man who, leaving his
family, emigrated to Americain search of fortune. Whilein
Monterey, Mexico, he heard of the death of an uncle in the
home village and grieved over it. Hewastakenill, probably
with yellow fever, went to the hospital and died there in a
short time. When the news reached Ram Allah the grief
was keen. It is customary at such a time for the women
to go either to the threshing-floor or the cemetery to mourn.?
But in this case, as the man was buried far away, the women
assembled on a small piece of ground that was owned by
some of the tribe where there was a fig-tree. They sat under
thistalking until the company increased to over forty women.
They had all left their head-dresses, ornamented with coins,
at home, and their hair fell in disheveled condition over
their necks and shoulders. Some of them had daubed their

1Job 21: 32. 2Cf, Time: Gen. 50: 3; Num. 20:29. Manner: Deut. 14:
1; 2 Sam. 3: 31; 12:16; 18: 33; Ecces. 12: 5; Jer. 6:26; 9: 17; 22:18.
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faces with soot. Some were dressed in their oldest and
poorest clothing; one had on a fancy Bethlehem costume,
but her disordered hair was bound with crépe. A circle was
formed and the women marched to the accompaniment of
the mourning song. Now and then a few would break from
the circle into the middle and, tossing their arms above
their heads, perform a funeral dance. The name of the
deceased was Butrus (Peter) and the widow's name was
Nameh (Naomi). The following is a translation of the
words which the women sang at the time:

O door of the house, fall down
For one who went and did not return;

For one who left his wife,
A trust remaining with rae.

Butrus in the distant country calls,
" O, Hanna, take me back to my country."

The gun appears, but the lion appears not;
Lo, the strap of the gun is damp with mist.

The gun appears, but the lion comes not;
Lo, the strap of the gun is dripping with mkrk

(At the time of the burial)
O my sorrow, there are his people;
Early were they at the burial place.

Early rose the sexton for the burial,
And the harim is soiled with dust.

The women of his kindred rend their finery
For Butrus who sank into the grave.

The women of his kindred tear their coverings,
Because Butrus is left in America.

(Impersonating  Butrus)
Don't take me down into the ships,
My sister on the seashore is grieving.

Don't take me down to the foreign ships,
My sister on the seashore is calling.
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(The mourner a)
O my sorrow, they went on the seas and remained:
Oh, | wonder how they are, have they changed?

O my sorrow, they went on the seas and stayed the night:
Oh, | wonder how they are, or are they dead?

Bring me knowledge, O great bird, O little one;
America, isit far away and without a wall?

Bring me knowledge, O bird, O birds;
America, isit far away and without measure?

Greet them, O bird, O pigeon,
In their far country setting up the tents.

(Impersonating ~ Butrus)
On the shore of the sea the gazels are browsing;
Oh, the descent to the ship, it is bad.

On the shore of the sea the gazels are airing;
Oh, the descent to the ship, it is bitter.

On the seashore, wondering whither to turn,
Appear, O Na'meh! the ship goes.

At the hospital | am thirsty, | want to drink;
Bid me good-by, my brother, the ship goes.

(The mourners)
Write on theflat dlate,
" Thy time came; what could we do, my spirit? "

Write on the flat marble,
" Thy time came; what could we do, my precious one? "

O scribe, writing with a costly pencil,
Greet the absent one and clasp hands.

(Impersonating  Butrus)
Thy robeislong, Na'meh, cut from it;
Havesdlight regard for fine appearance when we are gone.

Thy robe hasalongtrail;
Have little care for fine style when we are gone.
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{The mourners)
The tassel on his head-gear dangles,
Tell his mother to continue mourning.

The tassel on his head-dress droops;
Tell Nameh to quit fine dressing.

{Introducing the refrain at the mill)
Say to us, 0 Natraeh, in the night,
" How often have | worn the best of silk! "

Say to us, 0 Na'meh, in the afternoon,
" How often have | worn Egyptian silk! "

{Closing)
O ye strangers bearing the coffin,
Wait until his family arrive.

O ye strangers bearing the coffin,
Wait until his kinsfolk come.

The grave of Butrus by the road is in neglect;
He wants a guide to lead him home.

This beginning of public mourning was on November 23.
On December 14 the funeral services were held in the village
church, just as if the deceased were there. But the public
mourning did not cease as long as visiting mourners from
other villages came to condolewith the family. It is cus
tomary for women in mourning to forbear changing or
washing their dresses for months.

Graves are usually bordered with heavy broken stone
partly sunken into the earth. For shaykhs and notables an
oblong, box-like structure of stone and mortar is built over
the grave, and perhaps a headstone erected, with an in-
scription in Arabic. The variety in the ornamentation of
graves is very considerable, especially in different districts of
the country.

Egypt was suffering from an epidemic of cholera in the
summer of 1902. The news of cholera in Egypt makes one
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apprehensive lest through carelessness the disease should be
brought into Palestine, although the quarantines are sup-
posed to be enforced strictly on all lines of communication
by sea or land. Toward the last of September the rumor
got about that cholera was in the country and that cass
had appeared as near as Hebron, twenty miles south of
Jerusalem. By the middle of October rumor was persistent
that Ludd and Jimzt were affected by the fell disease.
English physicians in Jaffa published and circulated a poster
instructing the people as to means of prevention. The
Jerusalem government Issued orders to the villages to clean
the village streets and burn up the refuse.  This would be
a boon under any circumstances. The city streets were put
into an excellent condition of cleanliness. Whitewash was
freely used on the walls of the buildings, especialy in the
Jewish quarter. In a day or two Jaffa was reported to be
infected by the cholera and, as the days went by, rumors
came from one after another village that it was attacked by
the scourge, which the natives call the yellow air. They give
it this name because of their belief that it is a pestilential
breath traveling in the air. One day, when the refreshing
west wind was blowing up from the sea, a peasant in our
village expressed the hope that the wind would change soon,
as he feared that it might bring up the yellow air from the
infected villages down in the Mediterranean plain. This
ignorance of the real nature of the disease accounts, together
with a fatalistic carelessness about observing the right pre-
cautions, for the awful hold that it getson anEastern country.
It thrives best in the lowland country and least in the high-
lands, not being supposed to ascend over two thousand feet
with any likelihood of persistence. But it was often carried
to greater heights, causing much anxiety. Hebron, for in-
stance, is over three thousand feet above sea-level. The
bacillus has its greatest opportunity in running water, as at
springs. In order to attack the human being it must enter
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the alimentary canal, usually, of course, by the mouth. A
weakened constitution, excessive fear, nervousness and
chills from great or sudden changes of temperature, make
favorable conditions for its seizure of the individual. It
usually begins with a diarrhea, which, if unchecked, is
rapidly succeeded by the peculiar cholera discharges and a
physical collapse that is as complete as the weakness in-
duced by days and weeks of other severe diseases. Relief
has to be prompt, the temperature restored and the dis-
charges checked very soon in order to afford any reasonable
hope of recovery. Most foreigners escape attack by attend-
ing very strictly and conscientiously to the proper pre-
cautions and heeding early indications, without allowing
themselves to be disturbed by unnecessary fears. But they
should be personally sure that only cooked food is eaten,
no raw fruit or vegetables; that all water, for whatever pur-
pose destined, be boiled, whether it is to be drunk or used to
wash the person, hands, face, teeth or body, or used to wash
clothing or dishes. When choleraisin the vicinity unboiled
water should not be used for any purpose.

The people in our own village prohibited the approach of
any persons from the village of Ludd. These local prohibi-
tions through the country multiplied, making a set of quar-
antines that prevented travel and trade in many of the
country districts. Our native village physician was taken
by the government and placed in charge of the quarantine
station at Bab el-Wad, which is on the Jerusalem-Jaffa car-
riage road. The railroad trains between Jaffa and Jeru-
salem were forbidden to stop anywhere between Bittir and
Jaffa.  Some friends in Jerusalem feared to come out to
visit us, only ten miles away, for fear that quarantine might
be imposed at any moment, thus preventing their return to
the city. However, that necessity did not arise during the
whole time the disease was in the country. But to the north
of us we were cut off from N&blus, to the east from the
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Jordan country, to the west from the villages and cities in
the plain. Jerusalem was cut off from Hebron on the south.
To have cut us off from Jerusalem would have made a very
tiny island of our neighborhood. So long as we were part
of the large island of which Jerusalem was the center, and
our district remained free of the scourge, we werein avery
happy case compared with what might happen any day. The
peasantry in the villages west of Jerusalem depend a good
deal on the sae of vegetables, fruit, bread and milk in the
city, but soldiers prevented them from coming in to pursue
their usual business.

October closed with very conflicting reports as to the
nature of the sickness that was taking the people off, some
declaring that it was not cholera, but only similar; that it
was this and that other thing. The governor called to-
gether the merchants of Jerusalem and urged them to main-
tain regular prices, but they replied that this was their
opportunity. He forbade any rise in wheat. However,
prices on most foodstuffs and imported supplies began to
rise. The train service on the Jaffa-Jerusalem line was dis-
continued. Peoplerushed to the shopsin the city and bought
up canned goods and groceries. Camphor rose in price also,
as the natives bought it to make little camphor-bags, which
they would smell frequently. Men were stationed out on
the paths leading to our village to prevent the entrance of
people from suspected districts. In Jaffa some deaths were
reported in the dirty section about the boat landings. Gaza
reported the highest mortality, forty a day. Some of the
inhabitants of Gaza moved out on the seashore and lived
in tents. No deaths occurred among them. Ramleh set
about providing its own cordon, and although it was very
near some of the worst of the afflicted places, it kept itself
free from the epidemic. Some Gaza men who essayed to
reach Jerusalem were put under arrest.

By November 5 the general impression was that the
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cholera was lessening its violence. The people of Ludd
were getting straitened for food. The hospital and medical
service of Miss Newton of Jaffa were a great blessing.
She sent medical assistance to the people in Ludd aso
and was very prompt in getting in food supplies to the
quarantined villagers. The dearth of food in Hebron
threatened to cause a rise of prices beyond the reach of the
poor. But some of the officials wishing to come to Jeru-
salem, the quarantine was lifted for a day to accommodate
them, when some wheat slipped into Hebron from Jerusalem.
In Jaffa the English church was open twice a day for special
prayers for the cessation of the cholera

We were greatly saddened toward the middle of November
by the news that Mrs. Torrance, wife of the physician in the
Scotch Mission at Tiberias, had fallen avictim to the cholera.

Some travelers who were having hard work getting through
the country on account of the crisscrossing of the quaran-
tines, were in a hotel in Nazareth when, during the night, a
man came up to that hotel from Tiberias and developed a
case of cholera. The hotel guests found in the morning that
they were quarantined in the house. By the earnest use of
talk and money they got the privilege of passing the time
of their quarantine in some tents. They feared that, if they
remained in the hotel and more cases developed, their de-
tention might be lengthened indefinitely.

Some Jifn& men who had been in Jaffa for weeks evaded
the quarantine regulations and returned to their village,
which was one hour north of us. Their own relatives were
the first to drive them back with stones. The neighbors
reported the facts to the police in Jerusalem and soldiers
came out and shut up the quarantine jumpers in caves until
they could be returned to the quarantine station at Bab
el-Wad to pass the legal number of days.

On November 18 we heard of a man who had come from
es-Salt to Jerusalem and died, of cholera apparently, in
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Khan es-Sultan. This was the cause of some worry, but no
cases resulted.  On the 19th, as we were thinking that the
colder weather would check the disease, we heard that it
had increased considerably in Jaffa.  On November 20 our
village physician returned for a short visit to disprove to
his family the report that he had succumbed to the cholera
He had about a dozen or fourteen people in quarantine at
Bab el-Wad, who were taking that tedious way of journeying.
The government provided tents at two and a half or three
francs per day. Each person secured his own food by post
carrier from Jerusalem or elsewhere. The claim is now
made that the cholera got into the country through the
faithlessness of the quarantine official south of Gaza. He is
accused of having let through seven thousand persons at a
bishlik (eleven cents) apiece. The story of how the cholera
entered Kubab is illustrative. That village and the village
of Barriyeh use the same fountain for water, the 'Ayn
Yerdeh. Cholerawas in Barriyeh, and one mother who had
lost a little child wished to keep its garments. She took
them to the 'Ayn Yerdeh to wash them. Very soon a score
of Kubab people were victims of cholera, and three hundred
in all died in that village. The doctor reported the people
in the villages as very eager for instructions and obedient in
observing them when the disease was at its height. He says
that there were no tears, only great desire to escape the
dreadful enemy. He went to the different villages near his
station and, standing outside, summoned the shaykhs and
chief villagers within hearing distance, where he exhorted
them to use the necessary precautions. The Moslems have
the custom of washing the corpses of their dead. This con-
tributed much to the spread of the disease, as the flushings
of water, vile from the body of the cholera victim, carried
the germs all about the house floor and infected a consider-
able space. The physician's orders were to bury the de-
ceased, clothing and all, and cover with six baskets of dry
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lime. Then all articles used or defiled by the sufferer were
to be burned.

Friday evening, November 21, some Jaffa Christians
sought to flee from their city and come to R&m Allah, but
the Ram Alldh people drove them back with threats and
stones. Some of the Ram Allah people recommended a
cordon for all roads about the village, but the poorer in-
habitants declared that they could not stand the increased
price of living that would ensue. December 3 we heard
that some Constantinople physicians had visited Jaffa and
declared the disease not cholera but malignant typhoid fever.
It made little difference to the generality what they chose to
call it. By December 6 cholerawas reported at Jericho. It
was reported at an end in Kubab but continuing in Jaffa
with avery variable death-rate. By the middle of December
six thousand deaths had been reported in Gaza.  The reports
from Jaffa always minified the number of victims. One
physician stated that, when the reports said fifteen a day, he
knew there were from fifty to seventy a day. It was said
that Moslems were evading the government's orders regard-
ing instant disposa of the corpses and secreting their dead,
in order that they might carry out the custom of washing
and otherwise preparing the body for burial. Hunger prob-
ably played an important part in the death-rate. The out-
side world never knew the facts. By the middle of January
the cholera was announced at Turmus 'Ayd, a little south
of ancient Shiloh. But the disease had done its worst for
the country for that season.

The work of Miss Newton in Jaffa and vicinity was very
effective and impressed the Moslems greatly. One leading
Moslem in Jaffa tried to collect money for the suffering, but
met with no very generous response. He exclaimed of this
English woman, " Do you mean to tell me that the Moslems,
all of them, will go to heaven and this noble young woman
will go to hell? Her shoe is purer than their souls."
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CHAPTERYV
RELIGIOUS LIFE IN THE VILLAGE

T HE chief business of Palestine is religion. There is a
religious instinct which must be reckoned with all the time.
Its importance in Eastern life can scarcely be over-esti-
mated. In Syria, there is, first of all, a Semitic core en-
shrouded by the specific religious faith and ritual of the
time. In the peasantry, of whatever faith, this racial ele-
ment is strikingly constant. Eastern life simply cannot
be understood apart from religion. And yet the natives of
the country are not, strictly speaking, theological in their
way of thinking. They have little conscience as to doctrine.
Church-membership is to them what citizenship is to us.
Their great desire at present is, not to seek true doctrine, but
to escape the persecutions of government and as many as
possible of the uncertainties of life, by getting into official
relation with a convent or other ecclesiastical establishment,
a foreign consulate or a business under the protection of
foreigners. Connection with such institutions affords a
measure of immunity not enjoyed by the unattached native.
Just so any member of a Christian church has the patronage
of those at the head of his church, who are jealously alert to
withstand state encroachment. In the treacherous waters
of Eastern life ecclesiastical trappings are as life-belts, not
to be discarded. There is little opportunity for the higher
ethical considerations and religious growth so long as the
solid footing of fair conditions of life and industrial freedom
is denied. So long as the most lucrative and the securest
positions are those of clients of some ecclesiastical establish-
ment, so long will areligion of loaves and fishes, whatever
the sect, prevail. When entering on a study of religious
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conditions in Palestine or in any other Asiatic country the
Westerner should seek the equipment of a sensibly poised
sympathy and unfailing courtesy.

Just as in the cities the mosks and minarets (properly
called madhaneh) are the most notable religious objects pre-
sented to view, so in the country the eye is first caught by
the white domes' and clustered trees of the shrines called
makdms and generally designated by the peasantry as wilys
or shaykhs. The holy place of the wily or shaykh of Kat-
rawany will illustrate the significance of these places, which
are usually situated on hills.? The shrine of Katrawany is
a two-domed building, surrounded with trees, north of the
village of Bir-Zayt. A shaykh from the village of 'Atara,
north of Jifn4, went down toward Gaza. He lived, died and
was buried in a place called Katrawany (or Katrah). But
the belief came about that his spirit came back to this place
near ‘Atdra. So a sepulcher was built for him there on the
hill where his spirit was supposed to be, and the place is
. now ashrine. On aride to the north of this spot we passed
two Moslem pilgrims who were, apparently, from middle
Asia. They seemed to be making a tour of the shrines.

Other holy places are the reputed tombs of ancient
worthies, as en-Neby Samwil, the prophet Samuel, a mosk
on the top of the hill of that name, which is about two easy
hours from Jerusalem to the northwest. The tomb of
Samuel is shown within, and the country of his activity is
in view from the lofty tower above the mosk. Abandoned
churches and mosks are resorted to as shrines.

Little oil lamps are often seen about specially revered
places. These are made of clay in the shapes sometimes
designated as virgins' lamps, though it is the genera style
of thousands of years back. It was originally a little saucer
to hold oil, in which awick was laid with one end on the edge.
In making the saucer the sides were first pinched up alittle;

"Matt. 23:27. ?Deut. 12:2.
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then more and more, until they covered the top, leaving two
openings, one in asort of spout for the wick, and one behind,
through which the oil could be fed. A handle at the other
end was sometimes added. Taste and ingenuity then varied
the details of shape and decoration through the historical
periods. These little lamps may be used as night-lamps in
the houses, but are sure to be the kind employed at country
shrines. Some of the poorest people make very crude little
clay lamps somewhat after the ancient pattern. Sometimes
they take the cover from alittle tin box and pinch it into the
customary shape.

In the walls of the vestibules of some of the larger and
more famous ancient tombs are niches cut for the placing
of lamps by devotees. At Tibneh the reputed tomb of
Joshua has a vestibule which is twenty-nine and a half feet
wide and over ten feet high. Its roof was supported origi-
nally, on the front, by four squared columns twenty-five
inches through, cut from the rock of the place. Two of the
columns, the one at either end, are engaged, and two are free.
The three walls of the vestibule resemble those of a col-
umbarium, having two hundred seventy lamp-niches, all
fairly uniform, in evenrowsand with sloping tops. A little
entrance two feet high and nineteen inches wide leads into
the tomb chamber, which is thirteen feet eight inches by
thirteen feet two inches in dimensions and has fifteen kokim.

At the tomb of Joseph, shown near Nablus, there is a
well-kept modern room enclosing the tomb, A dumb man
was in charge when we visited the place. On receiving a
bishlik, as we were leaving, he emitted the most weird
sounds of anger and flung the coin on the pavement in pre-
tended disgust.

Places once consecrated to holy purposes are apt to retain
their sanctity. This is seen in the regard that the peasants
have for the shrines and places of religious significance to
any former people. The old church at Sebastfyeh (Samaria)
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is now a mosk. The ruin of the Crusaders Church at el-
Bireh is venerated by Moslem and Christian. A man
essayed, the story goes, to build a house out of blocks taken
from this ruin, but his house fell, not once, but twice, asign
according to the native interpretation of the impiety of the
man's act in taking those stones. In one of the gpses of the
church at et-Tayyibeh there was a chromo picture on a board
before which some Christians of that village burned oil in the
little lamps. In the old Greek church at Ram Allah, no
longer in ecclesiastical use, are seen the lamps used by wor-
shipers who reverence the old site superstitiously. In
another part of the village there is a room, evidently once a
mosk, whichis now ashrine known as el-Khalil. Itisatthe
left of the west end of the long market street. It is fronted
by a little courtyard in which are a mulberry-tree and the
capitals of a couple of columns.  The door of the room is at
the northwest corner; at the northeast corner is an outside
stairway by which one may go up to theroof. Over the door,
serving as a lintel, is a piece of worked stone, evidently a
small column. It isten inches wide and forty-three inches
long, including around stone ball cut on the right-hand end,
which measures six and a half inches. A raised panel design,
twenty-nineinches long and three inches wide, is carved on
the side. Intotheright side of the doorway isbuilt avoussoir
of an arch. There are two pieces of fluted stone built into
the wall of the building. Inthe northeast corner of the wall
the corner-stones are of good size, the largest being twenty-
seven by fourteen by eleven inches. The next stone under
this largest is bossed. The upper part of the door works in
astone socket. Inside, the room iswell plastered, the ceiling
rather low, perhaps fifteen feet from the floor. A columnis
built into the east wall near the southeast corner. It is nine
feet and four inches tall. There is a kibleh or prayer-niche
in the south wall of theroom. It isabout thirty-nine inches
deep and fifty-eight and a half incheswide. The outer facing
13
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of thekiblehistwo feet wide oneach side. In the west wall is
a squarish recesslike acloset. Intheeast wall are threelittle
boards thrust in endwise and projecting to hold lamps. A
large jar with a broken top contained some water. There
were eighty-nine lampsin the room, of thelittle, virgin-lamp
style, for holding oil. The women of Ram Allah are re-
sponsible for these, as it is their custom to go to this room
and light lamps and offer a prayer to Ibrahim Khalil Allah
(i.ej Abraham, the friend of God") for the recovery of a
sick child. Some say that Thursday, late in the afternoon,
is the favorite time for women to go there and pray to el-
Khalil (i. e, the friend or confidant, abbreviated from the
abovetitle). The building and yard are supposed to belong
to Abraham. If achild too young or too ill-bred to observe
the proprieties should molest the mulberries on the tree in
the yard any passer-by would be apt to cry out to it to
desist lest el-Khalil should destroy it. Anything placed
withinthe mosk or yard is considered as under the protection
of el-Khalil and perfectly safe from theft. Sometimes a
quantity of lime is left in temporary store in this safe place.
Perhaps the large jar that we saw with water in it had been
left there by some one who had been working in lime.

All Ram Allah pertains ecclesiastically to Hebron, which
goes by the name el-Khalil in Arabic geography, and to the
famous mosk of that ancient city. In keeping with thisthe
inhabitantsof Ram Allah, all Christians, look upon el-Khalil
(Abraham) as their patron saint.? Invocations are fre-
quently directed to himinfear or distress. When it thunders
the old-fashioned peasantry say that Abraham and St.
George are racing their horses over the heavens and that
the thunder is the noise of the hoofs. The peasants' invoca-
tion muttered on such occasionsis, " Yd Khalil Allah Saldm
Allah," which some interpret as a prayer that Abraham's
horse may not slip. The other saint mentioned isM&r Jurjus

2 Chr. 20: 7; Isa. 41:8; Jos 2:23. °C/. Maitt. 3:9; John 8:39.
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1. Jar for storing oil, olives, molasses or vinegar. 2. Style of water jar made in Siniji 1.
3. Styleof jar made in Ram Allah for holding water or other liquids. 4 and 5. Smaller
variefies of No. S. 6 and 7. Jars for carrym‘g water on the head. The next jar to the
right of No. 7 is the kind commonly used for lehen. 8,9 and 10, and the three jars
suspended by cords in the middle of tin- picture are all dnnkmgcjars; the two having
neither spouts nor_handles are for cooling water. 11, H and 15. Clay dishes for butter,
jelly or milk. 13. Cooking vessel. 14. Charcoal braziers. 17. ad dishes. (From
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el-Khudr (St. George the Ever-living), to whom many Pales-
tine peasants look for protection, and to whom considerable
ecclesiastical property is dedicated. Mar Elyas and many
other saints are spoken of, but perhaps the two above men-
tioned are as popular as any. Comparatively few Greek
Christian foundations bear the name of the Virgin Mary
(es-Sitti Mary am el-'Adhra). But to return to our little
mosk, el-Khalil. Report hasit that the people of the village
are much afraid that Moslems will lay claim to it sometime,
and they are debating whether it would not be well to destroy
the kibleh and with it all evidence of its once having been
amosk. The Ram Allah people are much averse to possible
encouragement of theintroduction of Moslems or their cus-
toms into the village. The curious question remains, How
can this mosk in a Christian village be accounted for? We
might as well add that the Jews also, at Abraham's mosk in
Hebron, pray to Abraham.

At the right of the entrance to the yard of el-Khalil in
Ram Allah is a living-house that runs along the west side of
the court and joinsthe mosk at the corner. This used to be
the common mugafya or guest-house for the entire village.
The poor and strangers were entertained here. Families
took turns supplying the food requisite for its maintenance.
It was given up some years ago and there is no common
guest-house now. Each of the different tribes has its own
guest-room.

The reverence for sacred trees is another of the indigenous
superstitions not essentially connected with any of the more
modern faiths. Three hours out from Tiberias, toward
Mount Tabor, a tree was observed with rags tied on its
branches at the trunk. Large chunks of wood lay about
under the tree. Some graves of Moslems were near at hand.
A fine large sacred tree stands near Surdah, the little village
(ancient Zereda) between Ram Allah and Jifna. Between
Jifna and 'Ayn Yebrfid, shortly after passing Durah, the
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path goes by two fineoaks. The spot is known by the name
Umm Barakat, the mother of blessings. Rags were tied
to the branches of the older of the two trees. This tree
was decaying, while the other was young and flourishing.

Some curious pulpit-shaped rocks near the trees doubtless
helped to give the place its sacred character. We saw
remains of fires near by. In a crevice of arock there was
abroken black jar with fragments of charcoal init.

The locality of a murder has a sort of fascination for the
peasantry. Less than an hour out from Bayt “Ur et-Tahta
(the lower Beth Horon), on the road to Ramleh, there is
shown a fig-tree near which, fifty years ago, a Rd@m Allah
man was killed by a Moslem. A pile of stones covers the
actual spot.! Near the path from °Ayn Yebrtd to et-
Tayyibeh, east of the Nablus road, is a stony, barren tract
called the Wastiyeh. Into one of the cisterns found here
the body of a murdered man was once thrown; conseguently
those who have to pass the place do so with trepidation.

There is a notion current that the sins of a slain man come
upon the slayer. Sometimes, therefore, they say of one who
persists in wrong-doing that at last he will get some one to
kill him and so escape the consequences of his own sins.

Superstitions by the score, common to those of different
faiths, might be discovered among the people, such as the
cutting of the hair and the hanging of an egg and garlic, and
perhaps aso blue glass bracelets, over the doorway of a new
house. " Some peasants will not eat food which another man
has desired lest harm might come of it. " For," they say,
" the soul of the man who wished the food has entered into
it." If aman takes food in his hands to eat, and the food
falls, he will say that it was not meant that he should eat it.
Fear of evil spirits or, more specifically, of the evil eye, is an
ever-present dread. It seems to arise from the notion that
too much prosperity, health, pleasure or any good thing, or

ASam. 18:17.
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the signs of such, may arouse malignant activity on the part
of some jealous spirit. An appearance of poverty, of forlorn
misery, even of uncleanness, especially in a child, is thought
to lessen the likelihood of unwelcome attention from the
evilly-disposed spirit. Blue beads and blue tattoo marks on
the face are utilized to avert the evil eye. The evil eye may
be in the steady gaze or stare of a stranger, or in his’photo-
graphic camera, which the more ignorant dodge fearsomely.

It is common for women to pray for offspring, and there
is great faith in visits to certain shrines and localities for
thisobject.’ The warm springs at Tiberias on Lake Galilee
are looked upon as peculiarly efficacious bathing places for
barren women.

It may be said of every site of Old Testament times, that
is known or supposed to be known, and of many later sites,
including crusading remains, that the superstitious reverence
of the peasantry clingsto them. Add to these the shrines of
modern origin, departed Moslem shaykhs and holy men,
dervishes and the insane, which are often revered as devoutly
by Christians as by Moslems, and one begins to recognize the
existence of powerful religious influences quite independent
of the teachings of Christianity or Islam.

Even that temper of mind known asfatalism, and ascribed
particularly to the Moslems, is a common characteristic of
all the peasantry. The belief in a set and immutable time
to die, for example, is as firmly held by many Christian
peasants asby Moslems.  One aso meets the conviction that
early death is the special mark of heaven's disfavor, and that
the pious need not expect it. After the death of a young
man who had emigrated to America, and while gloom hung
over the village because of it, | wastalking with an old man,
a Greek Christian, whose sons contemplated going to America.
He said that as he, with all his family, was devout, he had no
fear that his sons would die in America. He believed that

4Sam. 1:10, 11.
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no harm could befall those who did right and observed
prayers.!

Among the Moslems of a country population in villages
where no pretentious buildings can be erected, and on the
desert where no such building would be of any avail, the one
thing that holds the daily attention of the faithful is the
institution of prayer. Five timesin the twenty-four hours
this ought to be performed, with preliminary bathing, the
formulated utterances and the prescribed prostrations. This
is the tie that binds. At the appointed time the horseman
dismounts, spreads his cloak for a rug and upon it performs
his devotions.? Soldiers go a little way from the barracks
and in some open space offer their prayers. Dignified
effendis proceed to pray, whoever may be about.®> At large
springs, as at el-Bireh and Lubban, small stone platforms
are provided for those who are near at hand when the hour
of prayer comes upon them. The apparent oblivion which
overtakes a devotee at any of his exercises ssems impene-
trable. Riding out northward from Jerusalem in a carriage
with Moslem passengers, | had an opportunity to note the
sort of spell that came over one of them, a dervish, during
his devotions. He wore a pointed cap of quilted felt and a
green keftyeh. He interrupted his conversation at sunset
to begin a singsong of certain offices, his memory being
assisted by anote-book. He half closed hiseyes and, turning
his head now this way and now that, in utter unconcern
about his appearance or surroundings, he wailed out his cry
asthe carriage rolled along. Afterward he resumed the con-
versation. Once on the same road a dervish, apparently a
simple fellow, ran a considerable distance behind our car-
riage. He was armed with a sort of javelin. The peasants
chaffed him as they would a child. The stated hours of
prayer for Moslems are just a little after the sun has set, two

Secies. 7:17; Job 4: 7: d. Psalm 55:23; Psalm 91. 2Cf. Psalm
65:17. * Cf. Matt. 6: 5.
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hours after sunset, a little before dawn, just at the turn of
noon and in the afternoon about midway between noon and
dark. These five regular times for prayer are denominated
respectively, maghrib, ‘asheyeh, subh, duhr and 'asr. There
may be extra or supererogatory prayer seasons, but these
are the stated ones. Wherever there are mtiadhdhins (muez-
zins), as in all the larger places, they ascend their towers
and call out the hour of prayer. At Jenin our room was near
the mosk and mddhaneh (minaret). The call of the mAadh-
dhin there between three and four o'clock in the morning was
the most varied and melodious intonation that | heard in
the land. It was peculiarly rich and sweet, and | felt in-
stinctively that the man's soul was in an ecstasy of religious
fervor.

The complicated prayer of the Moslems, in a characteristic
form, has received classic description in the superb work of
the great Orientalist, Lane, in his " Manners and Customs
of the Modern Egyptians.” People interested in Arabic
civilization do themselves an injustice if they omit the care-
ful reading of that book.

An occasion of keen interest to all the villages where
Moslems dwell is the annual Neby Mtisa (prophet Moses)
pilgrimage in April to the hill reputed among Moslems to be
the place of the burial of Moses® It lies due east from
Jerusalem and southwest from Jericho. From Jebel Nablus
and Jebel el-Khalil (Hebronand environs) and all the country
about contingents arrive in Jerusalem. Banners are carried
to denote the delegations. Dervishes are in attendance to
excite the religious emotions by dancing,” howling and self-
mutilation. Soldiers are there to represent the authority
of the government. All assembled at Jerusalem, the pro-
cession starts from the Haram esh-Sherif on Friday and,
proceeding out through the St. Stephen's Gate (Bab Sitti
Mary am), goes down into the Kidron Valley and off by the

1 Cf. Deut. 34: 6. 2 2 Sam. 6; 14.
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Bethany road. Spectators throng the hillside east of the
gate. Groups of women, huddled in out-of-door harims, sit
on the edge of the high embankments by the roadside.
Venders of toys and delicacies ply their trade. Some of the
dervishes have spikes, with filigree iron heads, thrust through
their cheeks® Drummers and singers and the marching
pilgrims pass on, accompanied a part of the way by digni-
taries in carriages. As the banners pass between the high
embankments on the sides of the road the spectators sitting
there are apt to take hold of the floating folds and kiss them,
or rub their faces with them, afterward passing them on to
friends.” The pilgrims spend a week at Neby Mtsh, where
they have a sort of camp-meeting and religious revival. It
is an opportunity for the venders of supplies. On the fol-
lowing Friday the procession returns to the city with drum-
ming, shouting and shooting of firearms.

During the month of Ramadan a strict fast is observed by
Moslems in the daytime. They are allowed to fortify them-
selves for it by indulging during the nights. As the Moslem
calendar, made on the basis of lunar months, shifts about the
seasons, Ramadan comes, through a course of years, in all
seasons, wet, dry and intermediate. It can readily be under-
stood that such hardships as there are in the observance of
the day-fast through Ramadah will fall to the lot of the poor,
the largest percentage of whom would be peasantry. Inthe
cities a signal is provided to warn the people of the approach
of daylight and of the close of the day. This allows them
time to provide for suitable observance of the day-fast and
the night-time indulgence. In Jerusalem, for instance, a
cannon is discharged for the signals. In Hebron both a gun
and a drum are used, but at different times. The gun is
fired at sunset. In the morning about two o'clock a man
goes about with a drum and sings out his warning to the
people to arise and prepare their meal before the coming of

'cf 1 Kings 18:28. *Cf. Mark 5: 27; Acts 5: 15; 19: 12.
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the light shall make eating unlawful. The devotees are not
supposed to eat or drink anything after the time when the
coming light allows them to distinguish between awhite
thread and a black one. This time is usually a little later
than 4 A.M. Many of the peasants hear the signals from
afar, but to those unable to do so their best judgment must
be the warning.

One evening as we journeyed homeward from the city we
saw a group of Moslems squatting around in a circle on the
ground eating their first meal for that day. They had been
overtaken by the proper time while on ajourney. We made
avisit to Tekii'a and Herodium on the last day of Ramadan.
We were gone from 7 A.M. until late evening. Our Moslem
guide fasted all day. On the way back, after dark, as we
passed through Bethlehem, he took a small quantity of food.
Later, as we were going up the road from Bethlehem to
Jerusalem, the guide broke out joyfully, " Ramadan finished,;
not a day left," and soon after we heard the Jerusalem guns
ushering in the feast of Bairam.

Doubtless the strongest visible cord of union among the
native Christians is the priesthood. Most priests feel them-
selves to be soldiers of the faith as well as expounders of its
doctrines. They are exceedingly jealous of prerogatives.
The hand-to-hand fights between Greek and Latin priests at
the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, the feuds and wars be-
tween Maronites and Druzes in the Lebanon, the tireless
rivalry all through the country of those who represent the
native churches, witness to a sense of rights and aso of a
commission in a militant order. Any newly discovered
ancient site of especially religious significance, such as the
ruins of a church or a monastery, is seized, if possible, with
avidity. The Orthodox Greek Church is easily the master
of the situation in Christian Palestine. The wealth and in-
fluence of this church are great and its presumptive rights are
unquestionable, since it is the church that was in possession
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of the land before the Moslem conquest and the church with
which the conquerors have dealt. On the other hand, the
Roman Catholic Church represents the faith of the Crusaders,
who held power for over a century in the country, and to-day
theinterests of this church are upheld by French, Italian and
Austrian influence. Wealth has poured in and a secure place
has been won for this Western church in the cities. In the
village progress for it is difficult. The Roman Catholic or-
ganization is closer than the Greek, and their representatives
in Palestine are well educated, as arule.

For the Orthodox Greek Church the patriarchate at Jeru-
salem is the ecclesiastical center in Palestine. The chief
ecclesiastical positions arefilled by foreigners speaking Greek.
In any village the church, if large, is under the care of a
foreign head priest, called rats, assisted by native priests
Caled kharys. These khurys must know a little, presum-
ably, about reading and writing, in order to read the services
in Arabic; but, as a matter of fact, some of them would be
put to it if handed abit of sight reading in their own tongue.
In R&m Alrah, when avacancy occurs in the number of these
native assistants, each tribe nominates one candidate and the
village elders choose one from the number. The chosen one
goes to the patriarch in Jerusalem for his authority, regalia
and induction into office. Each khury assists in the prayers
for aweek inturn. They receive amonthly stipend from the
patriarchate paid through the rats. This may amount to
between six and ten dollars. The Ram Allah people pay
into the church afee of one and a half or two dollars for a
marriage, forty cents for a funeral and about twenty-two
cents for a baptism. A khury may have been a tradesman
before being chosen to office and have no special preparation
for his work. He may be a married man when chosen and
in such a case would retain his wife. The patriarchate in
Jerusalem is possessed of great revenues from rentals and
business interests and is disposed to be generous to its mem-
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bers and to make sure of their loyal adherence. Free quar-
ters, provisions and other assistance are granted when such
concessions will do good in cementing the allegiance of the
communicants.

The native Greek Christian has no zeal for the conversion
of a Moslem to Christianity. Some abhor the thought of
giving the Christian gospel to the unbeliever, and some
believe that the nature of the Moslem is irredeemable. Most
of the natives, however, believe in a division or allotment'
of religions to the peoples, that the gospel is for Christians
and the Kuran for Moslems and that this is a very proper
arrangement. The lack of interest on this subject is prob-
ably the result of centuries of habit and sentiment. Certain
itisthat few, if any, Moslem renegades would be allowed to
live in Palestine. Two converted Moslems have been bap-
tized in recent years and shipped to Egypt for safety. Mos-
lems now and then convert Christians. In the mixed village
of 'Abtid some Christians have turned Moslem.

The Christian year in Palestine, among the Greek Church
peasantry, is according to the Julian style. Whenever a
fast is the order of the Greek Church calendar those who
heed it refuse resolutely any animal food, or food that is
cooked in fat or that contains any amount whatever of
butter, milk or other animal substance. Once while out
traveling, during Greek Lent, we wished to share our lunch
with a Christian native who attended to the riding animals.
Among other supplies were some cookies. These were, of
course, a new style of food, but sufficiently near to what the
nativescall "kak," cake. Beingalittle uncertain asto how
such a thing might be made, the conscientious man had to
inquire, and on our confessing that there was some animal
substance in the article, he felt it necessary to decline it.

Easter goes by the name of the " Great Feast " among
Oriental Christians, and its approach and occurrence arouse

1 Cf. Deut. 4:19.
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the keenest ecclesiastical activity during the year. Wed-
dings, not being allowed during the Lentenfast, comeinrapid
succession after Easter Day. On a Palm Sunday we saw
girls dancing on the threshing-floor of the village." In the
week preceding Easter come the ceremonial of feet-washing?
before the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem, and
the descent of the Greek fire at the Sepulcher, inside the
same church. Good Friday eveningis such atime of general
attendance at church for prayer that it offers opportunities
to those not of the faith to break into the village houses and
steal.

The feasts constitute a convenient calendar, marking the
seasons for the peasantry. For instance, in the autumn
three of the feasts are connected in the minds of the peas-
antry with the coming of the rain. At the Feast of the
Cross, towards the end of September, the peasants say there
is rain on one hand and summer weather on the other. At
the later Feast of St. George (cl-Khudr), observed especially
at Ludd, it is expected that the rain will come in an amount
sufficient to enable the farmer to sow and plow. At the
Feast of Burbsra (Barbara), in December, they say the rain
will come in through every mouse-hole in the house, that is,
in an exceptionally heavy downpour. On the first and last
of these feasts, The Cross and St. Barbara, parents like to
make for their children dishes of boiled wheat with little
candies stuck around the top.

The Roman Catholic priests are zealously cultivating the
native Christian population, and trying to increase in in-
fluence, though the feeling against them on the part of the
Greeks is one of bitter hostility. They are forced to adopt
a missionary policy and their growth in the country villages
is very slow. They have established excellent monastery
accommodations for the shelter of such of their pilgrims as
pass through the country.

'Cf. John 12:13. 2 John 13:5.
124




THE PEASANTRY OF PALESTINE

The United Greek Church, which is so important in the
north, is making a small beginning in Palestine. It uses the
Arabic language in the service. It isthat section of the old
Greek Orthodox Church which was won over to papal alle-
giance, and isbeing used as a sort of bridge between the Greek
Church and the Roman. Protestants find the Greek Ortho-
dox Christians much less hostile than the Roman Cathalics.
However, a priest of the United Greeks (Roman Catholic)
has been known to bring boys to one of the Protestant board-
ing-schools for entrance for the sake of the training there
afforded.

The Greek monasteries in the lonely country districts are
often penal establishments, such as those in the Wddy Kelt,
on Mt. Quarantana (the traditional site of the temptation of
Jesus), and at Méar Saba

Though they are so small a sect as scarcely to be counted
in the enumeration of present-day religious bodies in Pales-
tine, yet the Samaritans, because of their historical connec-
tion with the country and its religious genius, have a signifi-
cance for us and a description of their great feast may be
interesting.*

About 530 o'clock in the afternoon of May 1, 1901, a
small party of us who had been riding all day through the
hill-country of Ephraim, camein sight of Jacob's Well,® or
rather in sight of the walled enclosure about the premises,
which the Greek Church has secured. For the first time in
some weeks we saw aso a line of telegraph poles and wires,
that from N&blus to the east of Jordan. We rounded the
lower slopes of Mount Gerizim and in a short time were going
down the valley, having Gerizim on our left and Ebal on our
right. This valley, in which modern N&blus, ancient
Shechem, lies, runs east and west. The city of over twenty
thousand inhabitants is about eighteen hundred feet above
the sea-level, picturesquely lodged between the two moun-

* 2 Kings 17: 24-41; John 4: 9, 12, 20. John 4: 6.
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tains. Thevalley isnarrow, so that afew minutes'ride from
the center of the city would lead one to the slopes of either
mountain, and an hour's climb to the top of either. The
ascent of Gerizim is a simple matter; that of Ebal would be
less pleasant on account of the prickly-pear (cactus) which
grows very thickly on its sides. Approaching the city as
we did from the east end of the valley, one ses an attractive
group of cheerfully tinted buildings, some quite high for a
Palestinian city, built rather towards the Gerizim side of the
valley. Severa tall palm-trees stand among the buildings.
A little to the right, and quite prominent, is a Moslem
cemetery, its graves covered with stones set up to look like
small sarcophagi. The first building reached contains the
barracks of the soldiers who do the police duty of the country
round. Presently wejoin theroad from Jacob's Well, which
forms aV with our own. Rooms were secured at the Latin
monastery. We had timed our visit so as to be present at
the Passover celebrations of the Samaritans. The once
powerful sect, constantly diminishing, is now confined to
thisone city. Friendslivingin Nablus report it as number-
ing but one hundred and twenty souls. The next day, as we
rode up the mountain to the Passover, we passed the little
graveyard that receives the different members as they fail
from the congregation. It lookslike abit of plowed ground,
with its simple broken surface. The Samaritans we found
near the top of the mountain. There they were at their
great camp-meeting of the year, living in tents near the
place of sacrifice, which isjust below and alittle west of the
very summit of Gerizim. Moslem and Christian spectators
were sitting or walking about the encampment, and here and
there among these were Moslem soldiers, the inevitable
accompaniments of Eastern religious celebrations.

As there was time before sunset, we went to the summit, a
few minutes' walk above thecamp. It isagood situation for
a citadel and fortification, and we found the ruins of one
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strewn all over the cap of the mountain. As one stands at
the northeast end of the very summit, near a Moslem wily
(small memorial building to some saint), the view is superb;
mountains on every hand, among them Hermon, farthest yet
grandest of them all. Just below us, like a velvet carpet of
regular pattern, isthefertile plain of Makhna, running north
and south. True to Syrian religious custom, according to
which every sect or religion makes a convenient grouping
of all its holy places, we have only to look around to see the
celebrated places of sacred writ. Here, the Samaritans
claim, is the true Shiloh, the true Bethel, and aso Mount
Moriah. Over there to the southeast, across the Makhna,
is the little village of Rujib, which they say is Ai, while the
village of \Awarta is the burial-place of the sons of Aaron.
Not accuracy, but convenience and monopoly, seem to guide
Eastern religionistsinidentifying holy places. Near thisthe
northeast end of the mountain is a portion of the foundation
of the ancient Samaritan temple. A little to the south, on
the east side, is a large expanse of rock, sloping westward.
Here, they claim, was the true site of the tabernacle, the
altar being the rock, the slope of which allowed the blood of
victims to flow into the pit at the lower end. At the west
end of the ruined castle are shown twelve huge stones which,
they say, are the ones that Joshua took from the bed of the
Jordan.! At the northwest side is an old pool.

Returning now to the encampment, which was in excite-
ment over the coming ceremony, we found a sunken space
about three feet deep and about twenty by forty feet in
area. It ran north and south and was enclosed by a wall.
A tent had been standing in the southerly end as we went by
on the way up the hill. This was now taken down and
allowed to lie flat on the ground, affording a good-sized
space for the priests, who came into the enclosure with some
twenty other men with their prayer-rugs. These Samari-

* Josh. 4:3-5, 20.
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tans were fine-looking people. | think that they had the
finest faces | ever saw in such numbers in the East. They
had well-formed heads, and there was quite a variety of
facial types, some round and chubby, others long, some dark
and others light. They all, old men as well as little boys,
had clear, delicate skins. The high priest wastall and slight.
His beard was gray and his countenance very pleasing. The
second priest was alarger man, heavy and well proportioned,
with a brown beard. In the middle of the enclosure was a
little pit with fire over which were three large kettles of
boiling water. Near it were seven lambs ready for the
sacrifice, nosing around and chewing contentedly. The en-
closure soon filled up with the Samaritans. The high priest
and the men with him took their places on the canvas facing
the east, towards the rock of sacrifice just mentioned and
began the ritual of the Passover. The high priest wore a
long green robe. The others were dressed in white. The
rest of the men and children stood about, inside the enclosure,
taking part in the service.. When about half through with
the service the high priest turned and faced the two irregular
rows of worshipers behind him and began the prayers,
among them one for the Sultan.  We noticed on the breast
of the high priest a badge said to be the gift of the Sultan.
After the prayers all except the high priest went to the other
end of the enclosure while he began reading the twelfth
chapter of Exodus. The sunwas about to set. The Pass
over moon, like a silver globe, came over the top of
Gerizim in front of us. Just as the priest came to the word
kill, at a certain place in the chapter, the eager look on the
faces of the Samaritans gathered about the animals became
very intense, and as the fatal word was pronounced with
unusual emphasis the knives of those in readiness were set
to the throats of the sacrificial victims and the high priest
turned his face again towards the east in supplicatory prayer.
The blood was caught and a little of it was daubed on the
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faces of some of the children. Then hot water was used to
help pull off the wool from the sheep, as they were to be
roasted in their skins over the large fiery pit, which all this
time had been in preparation just outside the enclosure to
the southeast corner. Men had been continually replenish-
ingitwithfuel until the rocks were very hot. A rustic frame
of crossed sticks was provided to cover it when all was ready.
L ong wooden spits were brought and the lambs, with heads
on but the right fore limbs removed, were fixed for roasting.
The refuse parts were destroyed by fire. Unleavened bread,
a sort of thin, rolled pastry, was passed about in little bits
with bitter herb rolled inside. Asit was late and the ritual
over, the actual consumption of the lambs, which comes
along towards midnight, being said to be a very ordinary
affair, we started down the mountain for Nablus. The
moon, now golden, flooded the beautiful valley with its
light. Such a night! We soon reached our rooms in the
town and said " good night " all around.
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CHAPTER VI
THE BUSINESS LIFE OF THE VILLAGE

THE Palestine peasant can do hard work. When half
starved, anemic, hounded and terror-stricken he naturally
enough fails to be as brisk and as inventive as he might
otherwise be, but with half a chance he is industrious and
thrifty. There are the lazy and the active as in other
countries. As ageneral rule it might be said that the Pales-
tinian is accustomed to work hard, but not steadily; liking
to rest occasionally, not understanding, nor benefiting by, a
system of sharp espionage or, more properly, " nagging."
This latter frets him and destroys his efficiency, and ought
not to be practised on him. A good-natured firmness that
holds him to the letter of agreements in simple, plainly
understood terms is much better.

The country life of Western Palestine to-day is organized
on the basis of farming. The original estate of the Arab is
to own flocks and tents, with the auxiliary pastimes of
raiding and hunting. This life is represented to-day by the
nomad tribes of the Syrian desert and of Arabia. They still
roam over Eastern Palestine and penetrate into Western
Palestine, but their range is being narrowed in these regions
by the pressure of the Turkish government, which is organiz-
ing the country more closely in favor of its own authority.
The transition stage between herding and agriculture may
be seen in the Jordan Valley and eastward, where the nomads
and the village peasants go into partnership together to
raise grain. Ordinarjly a desert nomad scorns the farmer
and villager, but there are Bedawtn farmers who are a sort
of industrial bridge between the civilization of the villagers
and the primitive freedom of the dwellers in tents farther
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east and south." The breeding of horses and camels falls
to the nomad, while the rearing of sheep, goats and cattle
isthe vocation of the villager. It ishardly necessary to say
that a scattered farm life, with dwellings far apart, as in
Europe and America, is not known in Palestine, since the
country is not yet secure enough to encourage it.

The farmers (Jellahiri) are the foundation of the village
population. Their lands lie out around the village and may
extend a considerable distance from it.2 It will be well to
understand the system of landholdings in Palestine.  There
are three kinds of landholdings to be distinguished, wakf,
mulk and mireh. Wakf land is land that is held in perpetual
and inalienable right by some ecclesiastical establishment, as,
for instance, the propertiesof the Jerusalem M osk," The Dome
of the Rock," or the landed properties of the Hebron Mosk,
which is a very wealthy foundation. Or wakf land may
belong to a school or other institution, or to afamily. Wakf
land is supposed never to change its character. If it belongs
to afamily there is an elder of the family or some representa-
tive who isthe wakf administrator.

Mvik land is absolutely free and transferable land. It is
usually in acity or avillage, or it may bein a certain border
around such a place of, say, forty yards inwidth. Thisis.
house and garden property for the actual needs of city or
village life. It can be sold or otherwise transferred at the
pleasure of its owners. Such a piece of property pays an
extra tax where a house is built on it, as the occupancy of
the land by a building prevents that land from yielding
taxable produce.

Mireh land is domanial or state land. The ultimate title
iswith the state, to whom it reverts in the event of the failure
of proper heirs. There are nine degrees of heirs eligible as
owners of such land, children, grandchildren, brothers' chil-
dren and grandchildren and so on; lastly the wife of the

YCF. Job I'1-3, &c. » Josh. 21°12.
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owner, if all the other degreesfail. *If the land is sold, then
the degrees count from the new owner and go right through
the nine degrees from him. So it is very possible that
mtreh land may be in continuous ownership other than the
state's.

Village cultivable lands are mireh lands. In cases where
they are village lands they are held as communal lands. In
villages like Ram Allah and el-Bireh the land that is held
thus in common as cultivable land is divided into three
grades according to quality. Then each grade is divided
into fedddns. A feddan is, in the first instance, a team or
yoke; in Ram All Ah, four yoked cattle. Feddan then comes
to mean the amount of land apportioned to the owner of
such an equipment, which amount is presumably as much as
the feddan of cattle could plow in aday. Finally the term
feddan is used by the peasants to indicate the acknowledged
right of avillage farmer to own and work his plow and team
and participate in the annual divisions of the arable land
of the farming community. The feddan is the unit, but one
fedddn may be shared by several owners, each partner con-
tributing his share to the outfit and being recorded as en-
titled to privilegesin the fedddn. These legal fellahin, then,
receive by lot as their assignment for the year some of each
quality of land. Hence the man, or family, or company
interested in one fedddn may have land here, there and in a
third place. A deep furrow, the width of a plow, marks the
boundary between the different strips. Or a succession of
small heaps of stones may mark the line.®  The workers on
such a strip or strips pay the government taxes or tithes on
the produce of their land.

To obtain a place in the list of such fellahtn and share in
the use of the communal landsis amatter of some complexity
and difficulty and, perhaps, of serious discussion amounting
to aquarrel. A stranger coming to the village to live cannot

' Deut. 27:17.
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ordinarily enter into the land privileges. A newcomer may
occasionally be worked into a privileged family by marriage.
The old families of the villages, having had these land rights
for years, hold them tenaciously.  Newcomers are ordinarily
compelled to turn to some other business, to open a shop or
go into some kind of manufacture. By adifficult procedure,
eased with money, communal land may become the private
property of one person and be made into a vineyard or an
orchard.

It is customary, under intelligent management, to let the
village grain lands rest every other year.! Dressing the
land is not resorted to. The limestone in the soil supplies
to some extent this lack. Distinctively farm-buildings, such
as barns, ec*., are scarcely to be seen unless it be at some
farm-school or foreign colony.

Wheat and barley are the common grains. The peasant
knows nothing of oats. Of hay, as the Western farmer
raisesit, heis likewise ignorant. Large quantities of dhurah
areraised. Thisisakind of millet. The early part of the
winter is the time for sowing wheat, or, as the natives say,
" When the thirst of the land is quenched."> Barley,
which matures quicker, is sown a little later than wheat.
In broadcast sowing of grain the farmer sows first and plows
afterward.® He starts early with his companions for the
field, a little donkey carrying the plow and the seed-bags.
The plow animals are usually unencumbered while going to
and from the fields. Arrived at the field the donkey is
turned loose to browse,* the men throw aside their upper
garments and tuck the corners of their skirts into their
belts. The sower® goes ahead, tossing the grain as evenly as
possible over the ground, while the plowman follows and turns
it under. There is generally a good deal of shouting on the
part of the plowman in directing or stimulating his animals.

LCf. Jer. 4: 3; Hosea 10:12. 2 Cf. Psdm 63:1. ° Cf. Isa. 28:24,
25. “Jobl:14. SMatt. 13:3.
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This talk to the domestic creatures is interesting. Here
are some samples: To start a mule the expression used is
dih; to stop it, hits. To start a donkey, he, and to stop, hish.
An ox is encouraged to go by imshi or ifla, and commanded
to stand by huwwa. So there are appropriate words or
sounds for the different creatures. To make a camel kneel
the driver says ikh; to make him rise, hawwil, and to walk,
hay, A horse is stopped by hus and started with a sucking
sound of the tip of the tongue back of the front upper teeth.
Dogs are called with kity and sent away with wisht. Cats
are called by bis, bis, as one rubs thumb and finger, and
scared away with a rough biss. Hens are gathered with
if ah, chickens with sis; both are driven off with kish.

If the rains be fairly good the wheat springs up soon,
varying as to luxuriance with the richness and depth of the
soil. Sometimesone will sse adonkey nibbling at the tender
tops of new grain or animals walking through it without
rebuke from the owners. They seem to think that such
things will not materially hurt the crop if done during the
early weeks of newly springing growth, but that more rain
and the later growth will make up for the slight setback.
But when the grain isfairly up more care is exercised. The
peasants are fairly respectful of the rights of the owners of
the grain that grows near the paths and roads." One seldom
sees a passing native allowing animals to disturb the green
grain, though sometimes an insolent soldier will ride his
horse right into an unreaped field. For wheat, especialy,
the peasant has great regard, considering it a sin to damage
the growing wheat or to waste the kernels and flour. His
respect for this breadstuff is almost awe. A donkey-boy
in attendance on a party of tourists who were going to
the Valley at Mukhmas (Michmash) was greatly perturbed
because one of the forward animals in the cavalcade began
to nibble some green wheat by the wayside. The boy

"Paut. 23:25; cf. Matt. 12:1.
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shouted out Hardm Allah, Haram Allah (forbidden of God)
and stopped the creature as quickly as possible. Many
peasants are so poor that they have to substitute barley
bread for wheat, but ordinarily wheat is the food of the
properly fed peasant and barley the choicest food for horses,
donkeys and mules, Chopped straw is aso fed to these
animals.! For other animals, kursenneh, a grain resembling
lentils in appearance, is a common food. Tares’ (zawdn)
often make their appearance in the grain, especialy if the
seed is not carefully separated before sowing. If the tare
seeds are not taken out of the wheat before it is ground, any
considerable proportion of it in the flour is apt to cause
dizziness and nausea. The tares are of some use, being
sought as food for young chickens.

It is especialy favorable for the farmers if mists prevail
at night during the time just preceding the harvest. The
moisture keeps the heads of the grain from becoming brittle
and so allowing the kernels to rattle out too easily. Then,
too, the work of reaping, hard at best, is much pleasanter if
the cooler weather is on for a few days. It is commonly
ordered that the farmers shall proceed to reap simultane-
ously, and it is often forbidden to go out to the fields to reap
until all are ready. By this arrangement the assessment
of the tax on the crop may be made with more uniformity
and thieving is rendered difficult. In all these matters, re-
quiring the regulating authority of recognized overseers, it is
the so-called ukhtiyariyeh, or as we should say, selectmen,
the chiefs of the tribes, who decide questions from the day
that the land was parcelled out to the feddans until the crop
is gathered. The beginning of the harvest is a time of
merry Singing and industrious work.®>  Women as well as
men go to the fields® and often the babies are taken along
in cradles. Some of the reapers deep in the field. The

1 Gen. 24: 25. * Matt. 13; 25-30. 8 Psalm 126: 5, 6; Isa. 9:3. *Ruth
2:8, 9.
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barley harvest always precedes the wheat harvest by a few
weeks.! In reaping, the stalks are grasped and cut low
down with a sickle? A bunch is tied with a straw and
thrown into a heap to make a shock. The grain is carried
to the threshing-floor by donkeys, mules or camels® The
animals have much hard work during this season. The
threshing-floor is usually a smooth plot of ground near the
edge of the village, beaten hard. Very often a natural rock
floor may be utilized. At Baytin (Bethel) the immense
ancient pool, now dry, at the southwest of the village, makes
an excellent threshing-floor. On the floor the grain is piled
up in what look like huge walls, each family's crop by itself.*
Watchers sleep on the floor at night to prevent theft® and
fire. When all is ready the families owning grain on the
threshing-floor throw down circular beds of the shocks and
drive the animals around upon it. In the middle highland
country the hoofs of the animals are depended on alone as
threshing instruments.®.  But in the north, and in some
other sections, a dedge is drawn about by the animals. In
the bottom of the dedge teeth of iron or stone are inserted,
which tear the straw.” At Samaria we saw threshing being
done with the dedge and animals on the third of May. In
Ram Allah, where they use animals only, and where the
season is later, it may be observed in June and possibly in
July. Even down on the plain between the Shephelah and
Jaffa we saw the peasants at work on the thirtieth of June,
sometimes with a camel and a donkey hitched together.
The animals generally used are the plow cattle, but all
animals available are liable to be drafted into the service.
Horses, donkeys, cattle and mules are to be seen hitched
together promiscuously.®.  The mouths of the animals are
often muzzled with sacking.’ Their drivers follow them

, 'Ruth 1:22: 2:23; 2 sam 21:9. 'Mark 4:29. °C/Micah 4:12.
Jod 2:24. 1 Sam. 23: 1. ° Cf, Hosea 10: 11; ¢/. Micah 4: 13. ‘C7.
Isa. 41:15. ®Deut. 22; 10. °Deut. 25: 4.
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up with a kind of basket on the end of a pole to catch the
manure and prevent itsfalling into the grain.  When thresh-
ing begins the heap of stalks and heads may be four feet high
and fifteen or more feet across. Midday is the best time for
threshing, as the stalks are then brittle. When thoroughly
ground and beaten by the hoofs of the threshing animals the
heap may be but afoot deep. When the process of threshing
is completed the resulting mixture of chaff and grain is
tossed into the air so that the wind may carry off the chaff,
while the heavy grain falls directly under the fan or wooden
fork which the laborer is using. The women then sift and
clean the grain with different grades of sieves? and the men
put itinto sacks. Another more thorough sifting and clean-
ing is necessary before it is ground. The chopped straw,
called tibn, is used as a fodder for animals. Some of the
worst of the refuse is burned in the ovens. The fine dust-like
chaff, called muds, is also swept up and used in a mixture
with clay with which the roofs are covered. A camel-load
of wheat-tibn, two huge sacks, may cost from fifteen piasters
to twenty-three according to cleanness and the size of the
sacks. The lowest price that we ever paid was thirteen and
one-half piasters. This is the Jerusalem market piaster,
which equals about three and four-sevenths cents. The
great wheat-field of the country continues to be the Hauréan,
east of the Sea of Galilee. From that region caravans of
camels bring the sacked wheat into Western Palestine as far
south as Jerusalem. The local wheat supply is entirely
inadequate for the needs of the large villages, to say nothing
of the cities, and must be supplemented from the fields of
Esdraelon, the Maritime Plain, the Ghér and the Haurén.
When quarantine cuts off district from district, asin cholera
times, the suffering is considerable. The ordinary country
store-place for grain is a cemented cistern underground.
Lentils, kursenneh and chick-peas, .hummus, are subjected
Pam T 4 A0S 9 0.
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to threshing in a way similar to that in which wheat and
barley are treated.

The grape season is the happiest of the year. It begins
late in July and reaches well on towards the rainy season,
the first of November, or possibly even to the first of Decem-
ber. It includes the time for ripe figs, pomegranates,
quinces and almonds. Comparatively few of the grapes
areturnedinto wineexcept onforeigninitiative. The Jewish
colonies that have come into the country make considerable
wine* A native spirit called 'arak is made from refuse
grapes. A grape molasses, dibs, is made. The fresh fruit
is consumed in large quantities. Donkeys loaded with box
panniers of grapes go as far as Jaffa, thirty-five miles from
the grape regions. Hebron and R&m Allah are famous for
their grapes. R&m Allah is ten miles north of Jerusalem,
and Hebron (el-Khalil) nearly twice as far south of the
city. The Jerusalem market is kept abundantly supplied
with fresh grapes from these two places. Whole families go
to live in the vineyards during the season of ripening grapes.

A very important manufacture from grapes is the raisin.’
The business is growing and the raisins are exported from
the country through Jaffa. The grapes, when picked from
the vines, are washed, given abath in amixture of lye-water
and olive-oil, and then spread out on a cleanly swept space
of ground. The lye makes the skins tender and the oil tends
to keep off insects. The siroccos of September are of great
assistance in raisin making, though not at all good for the
unpicked grapes, asthey are apt to turn them into raisins on
the vines. The favorite raisin of the country is that made
from the little seedless variety of grapes from es-Salt, east
of the Jordan. These grapes go by the name bandt esh-
shams, that is, daughters of the sun. The next in favor are
those of Hebron, where the larger varieties of grapes, reddish
and white, are raised, and where the raisin making has been
carried on for some time. Third in quality, perhaps, come
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the raisins of the Ram Allah district, including Jifna, Bir ez-
Zayt, Silwad, etc., where the industry has but made a be-
ginning. In this district the grapes are usually greenish
white or white, that is, somewhat similar to the Malaga
variety. Native business men of Ram Allah go about the
district paying from two cents to three cents a pound for
the raisins, subject to a discount of ten per cent for waste.
The German contractors provide wooden boxes for packing
the raisins. Women and girls are engaged to sort them, as
they are brought into Rdm All&h from the country around,
at a daily wage of from seven to twelve cents. Something
less than athird of a cent a pound is paid for camel transport
to Jaffa, to which must be added the charges at that port.
On board ship the German contractors pay for the com-
pleted consignment about three cents a pound, possibly
a little more. The native vine owners think that they
are discovering that the early picking of the grapes for
raisin making prevents waste and saves the strength of
the vines.

After the season the vines should be pruned and the
vineyards plowed and dug over, once in early and once in
late winter.!

In vineyards and fig-orchards one will notice the stone
huts called kasr*, plural ICvaUT. Between seasons, when
they are not in use, they swarm with hungry fleas. Near
each of them is a tiny sunken pit, walled on three sides,
which makes a little fireplace. A similar pocket makes a
hiding-place for dry figs which are left here under slight
pressure beneath a flat stone. The latter place is made to
look like the ground about by covering with small stones
so as to mislead thieves. Such a hiding-place is called a
mikhba. Most of the fig crop is dried for later use. The
smaller varieties are most suitable for this purpose. The
fruit is picked into small baskets and spread out on

'Cf. Isa. 5, 6. 2lsa 5 2; Matt. 21; 33.
139




TH.E PEASANTRY OF PALESTI NE

the ground. Sometimes the fruit is crushed by the hand
to hasten the drying.

The olive crop isready late in the autumn. The trees are
beaten! with long poles by the men, while women and chil-
dren gather up the berries from the ground. Seldom is care
exercised to select and sort the best of the berries. They are
piled in heaps inside the house, where they often become
heated through, thus producing an inferior quality of oil.
The berries are first put into a circular stone bed, where they
are crushed, seed and all, by asort of millstone set on edge
and run like awheel around a central pivot by ashaft. The
crushed mass is then put into gunny sacking or coarse bas-
kets and carried to the press. The oil-presses have always
been very primitive, bungling affairs, but of late iron screws
are being introduced.

When the grapes have all been picked from avineyard the
sheep and goats® are turned in to eat the leaves from the
vines. The flocks are allowed to feed in the wheat and barley-
fields, also, after the harvest. Goats and sheep are very
often seen together in flocks.® Their keepers, who are
their inseparable companions through the day, take care to
secure sdfe folds for them at night. A party of us were at
Tekfta on the 30th of December, 1902. After examining
the ruins we turned our attention to the modern aspect of
the place. The caves and recesses about the ruins were used
by shepherds, who were living there and caring for large
flocks. As the sheep and goats came home late in the
afternoon, thelittlelambsand kids, whose tender daysforbade
their accompanying their mothers to pasture, were hun-
grily awaitingthem. There were about sixty of these young
ones skipping about. When the plaintive cries of the little
ones were answered by the motherly calls of the returning
elders there was considerable excitement and motion on both
sides, until by some mysteriously hidden sense families were

"Deut. 24:20. “Cf.1sa 5:5. ° Matt. 25:32.
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united and all was quiet again as supper progressed. A few
days later, on our way in from Mar Saba, we saw the new-
born of the flocks in the desert places where animals were
browsing. The shepherd usually carries the newly-born in
from the fields.! Very rarely is one missed. Once, in the
valley called Wady el-'Ayn, between et-Tayyibeh and Dayr
Dlwan, | traced a little kid by its bleat, and seeing no flock
about carried it home in my saddle-bags, hoping to rear it;
but, missing the peculiar quality of the new milk of its
mother, it did not survive many hours. Sometimes, in
order to curb the inordinate appetite of a young kid for the
milk, the shepherd puts alittle bit in its mouth, made by two
pencil-like sticks and secures the ends by cords crisscrossed
over the sprouting horns.

The sheep of Palestine have immense tails, which often
weigh fifteen pounds and more. In the Lebanon this weight
is doubled on the sheep that are specially fattened for the
winter supply of meat. These sheep, called mdlilf, are fed
on the remains of the mulberry leaves not devoured by the
silkworms.  As the worms eat only the tender parts of the
leaves, the sheep are given what is left. When the animal
is so surfeited as to refuse more food, an attendant makes
it her business to roll it up in leaves and force it into the
unwilling creature's mouth. The sheep attains an amost
incredible size under this treatment.

The goats have very long flapping ears, which often get
torn in the briers as they hold their heads down to feed.
On some breeds the ears nearly, if not quite, touch the
ground as the goats walk along. Goats and sheep are
allowed to overrun all the wild places for pasture, so that
any shoots of trees or shrubs that start are nibbled off. They
browse upon some of the driest and least promising ground.
They flourish best in the time of the rains.  Asthe country's
surface is burned over with the hot summer and autumn, the

“lsa 40:11.
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flocks are driven to the few moist valleys.®  Most frequently
a boy is in charge of a smaler flock.”? He whiles away
some of his time on areed flute® If his animals get too
far from him, or go in the wrong direction, he heads them
off with a call and by dropping a stone from his sling,* or
hand, just beyond them in the forbidden direction. The
shepherd's usual weapon is a heavy oaken club, called
locally dibbusy from its resemblance in shape to a pin, the
long handle being ended in around, heavy knob. Thisclub
is under three feet in length and weighs from one to two
pounds. It is a powerful weapon. Often, too, a shepherd
will carry one of those long, rickety, brassbound muskets
that look very dangerous, — for the manipulator. A leath-
ern pouch, flint and steel, a knife and a sling of woolen yarn
complete the outfit, except the actual clothing. The main
garment is a long cotton shirt that comes to the knees,
belted with a leathern belt. For sleeping and for rainy
weather the homespun woolen overcoat, called an 'abayeh,
isworn. Shoes and head-dress finish off the man, who is the
loneliest of Syrians, though he sings and plays and talks to
hisanimals. Sometimes, asyou see him in silhouette against
the sky-line, he seems to be transfixed on the club or musket
on which he leans, so long does he stand unchanged. When
he moves it is with singularly slow movements.

Besides meat and milk, which both goats and sheep pro-
vide, the sheep produce wool. Considerable raw wool is
bought by the weavers of the village. A man in Ram
Allah, whose house abuts unpleasantly on more valuable
property, refuses to sell it to a well-to-do neighbor® because
it is on the outskirts where he is in a position to get first
chance at those who comeinto the village from that direction
to sell fleeces. The wool is washed, combed, dyed and spun
into thread by the villagers. We had occasion to purchase

'Psalm 23:2.  Cf. 1 Sam. 17: 28. ® Judges5: 16. *1 Sam. 17:
40. 5C/. 1Kings21:3.
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alot of wool in fleeces for mattresses. We bought five hun-
dred and ten pounds at eleven cents per pound, but after a
thorough cleansing we found that the lot weighed four hun-
dred and twenty-six. Having purchased ticking for mat-
tresses, quilts and pillows, and cotton for filling the quilts,
our next step was to engage the services of the mattress-
maker from Jerusalem. His name was Baruch, a Spanish or
Sephardim Jew, tall, wiry and dark, with stooping shoulders
and remarkably successful in getting hold of one's hand and
planting on it areverential kiss before his object was dis-
covered. The kiss felt and sounded like the bursting of a
smoke-ball. He came for afew days' stay, bringing his tools
and a boy helper with him. The most novel of the imple-
ments was one shaped like ahuge bow whichis used in fluffing
up cotton or wool. It might be compared to an attenuated
single-stringed harp. It is held inthe hand by the wooden
part, the string resting in the cotton. By striking the cord
with awooden mallet, a vibrationis set going that twangs
musically and throws the cotton into a light, billowy mass.
Heis very skilful with hisneedles. He would sew and quilt
nearly twenty hours out of the twenty-four in his haste to
complete the task and get back to Jerusalem. We were put
to it to feed him properly, as certain things were unlawful
for him to receive and eat from our hands. But eggs, olives,
bread and tomatoes were acceptable.  In case of a doubt con-
cerning an article of food we simply asked him whether it
was lawful or not. He was very gentle and pleasing. We
had to be careful to seethat he did not go to sleep among
his inflammable materials and leave the lamps burning
according to Oriental practise.

When otherwise unemployed a villager will spin off aball
of yarn by hand. Two sticks, like thick pencils, are laid
one across the other at right angles.  This makes the bobbin.
The upright one is notched at the top to catch the thread
when needful. A hank of clean wool is disposed over the
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left forearm. A little of this is started through the fingers
of the two hands. It is then caught on the notched end of
the bobbin, which is given a whirl and allowed to hang
down, while the hands play out the twisting yarn to govern
the thickness. When the bobbin carrying the spinning yarn
has reached the ground, the amount of yarn already made is
wound up on it and caught at the notch. The whirling,
feeding out and spinning go on until a ball of yarn is
produced.

The looms are primitive and heavy. They are constructed
in the dark room which serves as the weaver's house. A pit
is made for him to sit in, and only the light from the door
falls on his work. Cotton and wool fabrics of heavy texture
are produced. The heavy woolen 'abayeh is the chief gar-
ment made by the peasant weavers. The light-weight cloth
for the other garments is purchased from the city shops.
Coarse rugs are made on astill moreprimitive loom, which is
often seen out-of-doors, especially among the Bedawin.

The land of Palestine bears abundant evidence of a higher
state of cultivation once upon atime than that of the present
day. Remains of villas, terrace walls and numerous ce-
mented cisterns to catch rain-water are observable. The
soil lacks only water to produce abundantly. For the most
part the list of things grown has narrowed to those requiring
the least care and capital. Where springs are plentiful, and
where the people have a little ambition, a variety of vege-
tables and fruits are cultivated. But because of the uncer-
tainty of the amount and incidence of the tax there is little
incentive. In the neighborhood of Jaffa some of the finest
oranges in the world are raised. The Sidon oranges come
next in desirability. The Jordan Valley is one of the richest
garden spots imaginable. The vine is perfectly at home in
the lime country of the highlands, as are the fig and the
olive.! This same region isexcellently well adapted to silk

! Deut. 8: 8.
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culture, and might exceed the Lebanon in thisrespect, though
scarcely adream of such apossibility isindulged in Palestine.
The gardens of Urtas, near Solomon's Pool, of 'AynKarim,
of Silwan (Siloam) and of Jenin might with encouragement
be matched hundreds of times. Around Haifa, and on the
way to 'Athlit, the Germans have shown what improve-
ments are possible. There is aso the fine agricultural farm
at Jaffa, called Mikweh Israel, or Natures, under French
management. By pools and cisterns, conduits and irriga-
tion, the peasant farmers could make garden spots where
now to the eye of the stranger all looks hopeless. The
peculiar powdery effect of lime rock, and the countless tons
of small stones constantly breaking up and showing on the
surface of the ground, look, but are not necessarily, for-
bidding.

The market of avillage is usually its chief street, in which
the buyers and sellers meet each other, where the laden
animals from the country about come with goods, and where
people bent on business are most apt to meet those who can
serve them. Shops and storerooms line the market street.
The Arab name for this interesting locality is stk. Thither
the gardener takes such of his produce as he cannot himself
use, and if he be not a merchant himself, putsit into the care
of one who is, on commission. Venders of fabrics, pottery,
breadstuffs and meats assemble here and display their goods.
The shopkeepers naturally seek localities in the market street
and, when gpace fails there, in the adjacent streets. If
there are a number of tribes in the village, each tribe, in its
own section, may have stores for the supply of the simple
stock of foodstuffsrequired. A shop or storeisalittle room
from six to a dozenfeet square, with adoor, seldom awindow,
a counter and the necessary bins and shelves. What we
should call a grocery store will keep in stock sugar, flour,
oil, matches and possibly grain. Some simple candies, some
spice, starch, dried fruit, coffee and rice may complete the
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list. The scales will be on the counter. No wrapping-paper
need be used, as the purchaser brings his own dish if he be
purchasing a liquid, and if not, carries his purchases in the
skirt of his dress or in a handkerchief. The sugar comesin a
huge loaf covered with blue paper. Salt is heavily taxed by
the government. Tobacco is a government monopoly and
to be sold only by a specially authorized merchant, who wears
a brown coat as a sort of uniform designating him and his
rights. Such a shop as has been described may add cotton
cloth and thread to its stock. Shoe shops confine them-
selves to the making and displaying of peasant shoes. The
weaver of cloth and 'abayehs ordinarily has no separate place
of sale, but sellsfrom the loom-room or else makes a journey
to the villages about and displays the goods in their market
streets. The shops have their regular customers, to whom
they sell on credit, with some favor and less haggling than is
customary with other purchasers. The butcher hangs his
freshly-slaughtered sheep on hooks in the side wall of the
market street and sells at auniform price per rutl or akkiyeh
any part of the creature. Perhaps he has not killed until
there is a likelihood of demands enough for meat to warrant
the venture. If local restrictions do not hinder, the butcher
may kill and dress his animals right in the market street.
The traders are keen and allow no points of advantage to
escape their notice.  Infact, the conversation of the common
people of the country is in terms of the currency and con-
cerns the ins and outs of bargaining, loss and gain. Some-
times, in the heat of trading, the parties appear to rise into
afrenzy of altercation. But nothing is ever settled at this
high tension. After afew seconds of comparative calm the
haggling and controversy begin again and an attempt is
made to find a common basis of argument in which neither
party may yield too much. The difference between whole-
sdle and retail business is not very clearly recognized in the
villages. Few peasant producers know what their own
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expense has been in the production of their commodities.
Striking a bargain is a tedious process to the stranger, but
an exercise of great interest to the native and full of possi-
bilities. He declares that the business arrangement shall be
as you like, utterly. He is a servant of God, he seeks not
money but your happiness, your good-will. Is not that the
sweetest possession, the love and favor of brothers? If it is
ahouse that you are trying torent at a decent price, he says,
" What is such a thing as that between us? Take it for
nothing."* An utter stranger once came to my door with
ayoung gazel which he had found in the wilderness. He
declared that it was a present to me. | offered him forty
cents for it and he demanded sixty. | gave him the forty,
however, promising the other twenty if the little creature
lived.

Measures and weights vary as between villages. In the
cities the French system prevails, but in the country the
peasantry persist in the use of the variable weights and
measures. Many things are weighed which with us are
measured, as, for example, olive-oil and vegetables. The
okkiyeh approximates a half pound. Six of these okkityehs
equal an okka, and two okkas equal a rutl One hundred
rutls equal a kontdr. The linear measure of onedhra* or dra*
equals about twenty-seven inches. The grain measure,
called sd\ is the least regular of all. The Rim Allah sa’,
for example, is a little larger than the Jerusalem sa' and
more than double that of Tayyibeh.

In theory the coinage of the country consists of the Turkish
gold pound of one hundred piasters, the silver mejtdeh of
twenty piasters, the half and quarter silver mejideh, the
silver double piaster, piaster and half piaster. There are
also coins of nickel and copper alloy, one called bishlik, which
equalstwo and a half piasters, adouble bishlik, called wazary
in Jerusalem and zahraweh at Haifa, a half bishlik, a half

tGen. 2311, 15
147




THE PEASANTRY OF PALESTINE

piaster and a quarter piaster. There are some copper coins
of small value. This list and these values are according to
the government standard, which is called sagh, and they
hold for all payments of taxes, for the post and telegraph
and for legal business. For ordinary trade in the country,
though these same coins are used, different values are as-
signed to them. Thus Hebron, Jerusalem and other places
have their own systems of reckoning. In Jerusalem the
tariff sherk, or market, as it is called, makes the mejideh
twenty-three piasters instead of twenty as in government
reckoning. Theresult isadiminution of the piaster and an
increase in the number of them in each of the coins men-
tioned above. The Turkish gold pound is not seen in the
country, but the gold twenty-franc pieces of the Latin
Monetary Union are frequently seen and go by the name
lireh fransaweh or nubalydn (Napoleon). Thiscoinequalsone
hundred and nine piasters according to the Jerusalem
market rate.

Change is seldom made for the large coins except in the
better city shops, but must be purchased of the money-
changers who sit behind their little tables at different points
on the main streets. A very common rate for change is the
charge of a piaster and a half for changing the Napoleon into
small money. In the villages the storekeepers sell change.

The peasants refuse to accept damaged coin or any coins
that arouse their suspicions as to genuineness or weight. A
few coins are less acceptable in some sections than in others.
The big copper coin called the kobbuk, worth five paras in
Jerusalem, is not used in Beirut, and conversely the nehasy
of Beirut and vicinity is not used at Jerusalem. When the
new style metlik had been issued by the government and
had been in use in Constantinople for some time, it was
slowly gaining favor in Beirut and was being refused in
Palestine except in a few places, where it was taken at a
discount of one-fifth from its legal value.
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A primitive method of keeping a record was seen at the
village of et-Tayyibeh. A small bow was made from atwig
and on the cord was strung a lot of paper slips. Every slip
contained the names of five Tayyibeh men. The whole vil-
lage was thus divided up into groups of five. Whenever
soldiers coming from Jerusalem were quartered on the vil-
lagers one of these groups was responsible for feeding the
soldiers. Each group took its turn. Another bow, string
and bunch of written slips represented the order of turns of
the citizens for feeding the soldiers horses.

Money lending is common among the country people and
often the rates are very high. Seldom is the rate less than
ten per cent, and more often it is twenty. A clever man
possessed of asmall capital multipliesit rapidly by judicious
loans, though it must be confessed that the gambling element
enters pretty largely into the business. Some possessors of
ready money invest it in the form of advances to owners of
future crops, taking their pay in the crop when harvested.
This is often done when soldiers, representing the govern-
ment, descend on a village and demand the taxes. The
peasants in seeking the ready money with which to pay are
compelled to dispose of barley and other produce cheap.

Often of an evening one will hear the crier publishing
something of general concern to the villagers. In R&m
Allah this offi