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FOREWORD

Many years ago—it is s0 long ago that | have forgotten
where and when it was, in England or in India—I came across
two battered volumes, heavy with age as | wasindulgingin the
pleasant pastime of browsing in a bookshop. They had bean
published in the early forties of the nineteenth century in
England and the title attracted me. They were the Memoirs
and Journal of Mohan Lai Kashmerian. The title was
attractive and even more so the picture of a remarkably
handsome young man which was given as a frontispiece  Who
was this very attractive young Indian, | wondered, hailing from
my old homdand of Kashmir, who had ventured so far, and,
what ismore, written about his travels in the English language,
0 long ago ? | had never heard of him. | wasfilled with
excitement, as of a new discovery, and concluding my bargain
with the keeper of the book-shop, hasened away with these
volumes,

| read them and my interest and excitement grew. Here
was a peson full of the spirit of adventure, to whom adventure
came in full measure before he was out of his boyhood. Hedid
not shrink from it, but wdcomed it, and wrote about it, so
that others might share it a little with him. Danger and
difficulty were his congtant companions, and disasters sometimes
overwhemed his party. But he never ssams to have log his
resourogfulness and his quick mind and soft tongue were equal
to any occason. He had an amazing aptitude for the wayb
and intrigues of diplomacy, and it is asonishing how he could
win over even hardened opponents to hisdde  The British
Power profited by Mohan Lai's ability fully. Often, as Mohan
Lai admits sorrowfully, he gave definite pledges on behalf of the
British authority, which were not subsequently kept
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In afreeIndiaaman like Mohan L ai would haverisen tothe
topmost rungs of the political ladder. Under early British
rule, whatever he might be or whatever he might do
he could not rie highee than the postion of a
Mir Munshi or at mos a Deputy Collector. After his
first exciting fifteen years or <, his life sams to have
become dull and empty. There was apparently no place or
activity suitable for him in India, and he must have lived
largely in the pas when he was the honoured guest of the
Rulersof Asa and Europe, or when hewasa central figure in
a dtirring drama of life and death. Probably this very
prominence that came to him early in life became an obstacle
in later years. His superior British officers were jealous of his
ability and of his contacts with sovereignsand others, who
were beyond their reach. Mohan Lai's later yearsare pathetic
and depresing.  Accustoming himsdf to an expensive standard
of living, he was continually in debt and sending appeals to
the British authorities for help or compensation for the moneys
ent by him during the Kabul campaigns These appeals were
reected.

When | first read Mohan Lai's Journal and Memairs, | was
eager to know more about him. | managed to obtain his Life
of Dost Mohammed, but thisdid not hep me much | enquired
from Sr Tej Bahadur Sapru, who isa repostory of all manner
of curiousinformation and knowledge. Sir Tej Bahadur knew
of Mohan Lai and his family but he could not enlighten me
much. | was ddighted to learn, therefore, from Dr. SK.
Datta that one of his gudents had undertaken to write a Life
of Mohan Lai. Shri Hari Ram Gupta has evidently taken
great pains over this work and he has done something that was
worth doing.

This book, enables us to know something about a fascinating
person. It gives us intimate and revealmg dimpses of the
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early days of British rulein north India, of the Punjab under
Maharaja Ranjit Singh, of the British campaigns through Sind
and in Afghanigan, of the disagers in Kabul, and of the
prevaling conditions in Central Ada in the thirties of the

nineteenth century. Thee gimpsss are net flattering to the
British.

For a student of history and of economic and social condi-
tions, this book hasimportance. There is one thing, however,
that | miss in it. There is very little about Mohan Lai asa
man or about his persdnal life. That he was an adventurer
there is no doubt, but he was something much more, and even
his adventures have a high quality Wecoming risk and
danger, and facing death often enough, he was yet alover of
pleasure and the oft ways of life—a politician and scholar,
with something of the poet and the artist m him, which pegps
out continually from his Memoirs and Travels. In the middle
of a narrative of political happenings and economic data, he
begins to admire the charm of nature, or to describe the-beauty
of the women he saw in the market-place or drawing water
from a village well.

| should like to know more about thisunusual and attractive
and much married man. | should like to know what happened
to his daughter who was snt to England for her education.
Perhaps now that attention is beng directed to Mohan Lai
by this book, more information will be forthcoming from
varioussources

Allahabad,
July 13,1940. Jawaharlal Nehru






PREFACE

Mohan Lal wasagreat traveller, brilliant diplomat, reputed
author, thefirst Kashmiri tolearn English and probably thefirst
Indian to educate his daughter in England. He commencad his
travels at the young age of eighteen, and journeyed through the
Panjab, North-West Frontier Province, Afghanistan Turkistan,
Khorasan, Iran, Baluchisan, Sind and Northern India; and later
on visted Egypt, England, Scotland, Ireland, Begium and
Germany. Thus in Asa aone his travels extended from
Calcutta to Qochan and from Bokhara to Poona. Through
all his wanderings he won the approbation of all his companions
for* "displaying everywhere a rare union of zeal, tact and
fidelity.l" Wherever he went, a warm wdcome awaited him
by high and low, and rich and poor Dr. Gerard, one of his
companions, wrote about him from Kabul:—"Shah Kamran
of Herat was delighted with his accomplished Persan and
unobtrusve address At Kandahar he was much regpected
by Sirdar Raheem Dil Khan, who praised his acquistions, and
regretted that his sons could not partake of them. Herehe
isafavourite with the rulers. In truth, | know not of an
exception in our long journey, to the uniform civility he has
commanded.” 2

Mirza Abbas, the Prince Royal of Iran, created him at the
age of twenty a Knight of the Persan Order of the Lion and
Sun. Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk, the King of Afghanistan, granted
him an Order of the Durrani Empire. Maharaja Ranjit Singh
preented him with Rs. 500 and a robe of honour

! Havelock, i, 150.
2pdiatic Journal, July, 1834, pp. 171-2.
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consigting of sven pieces  The Mughal Emperor, Muhammad
Akbar Shah, conferred upon him a khilat "with some jewds
on a turban which his majesty tied with hisown hands"

Such honours were paid to him not only by the Oriental
potentates;, but hewas "wdl receved in England and other
parts of Europe by the very first people, kingsand queens
not excepted." Queen Victoria invited him to aroyal ball.
Prince Albert called him for an interview at the Buckingham
Palace. In Germany, Frederick William 1V, the King of
Prussa, and the Queen, entertained him at adinner. The
King aso presented him with a portrait of himsaf, bearing
an inscription in his own hand.

In diplomacy he was unsurpassed. Kaye calls him a
"charmer"! of men. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru spesksof him
as one, who in afreelIndia "would have risen to the topmost
rungs of the political ladder." His achievements during the
first Afghan War, when he was only twenty-six years old, were
mog remarkable. His charm, histact, hispatience, hislucid
inteligence, his incredible grap of detail, and his clear
understanding of the Afghan character, combined to give him
an equipment, which was not found to that degree even in
thoe officers who were in charge of the diplomatic affairsin
that country; and who frequently depended upon him for advice
in mog delicate matters.

He was an author of no mean repute.  On hisreturn from
Central Asain 1834/he " published a Journal of his tour, which
conddered as the work of an Asaticin a foreign tongue, may
be reckoned a mogt creditable production*" Twelve years

L History of theWar in Afghanistan, 1, 459.
! Havdock, 1,150.



Xi

later thiswork was again printed with an additional account of
his journey across Sind and Afghanistan and his visit to
Europe. At the same time he published his Life of Dost
Mohammed Khan, the Amir of Kabul, in two volumes. On
reading his article on the Greek antiquities in Afghanistan,
James Tod wrote that "this most intelligent Hindu ought to
be made an honorary member of every Asiatic Society."!
About his style of English, the Editor of the Calcutta English-
man remarks :—"He expresses himself with perfect clearness
and intelligibility in English, though not with very idiomatic
correctness."?  His eccentric phraseology, however, is distaste-
ful. He spoke "English with good accent and much idiomatic
propriety,"® and "with much fluency and readiness."*

Mohan Lai was obliged to retire at the young age of thirty-
two on a penson of £ 1,000 per annum. There isno doubt
that if he had been alowed to continue in the British service,
he would have won much greater renown.

Most of my material is drawn from the Panjab Government
Record Office, Lahore, and the Imperial Record Department,
New Delhi. | aso consulted Mohan Lai's works and various
other books and journals which contained any reference to him.
Besides, | tried, as far as possible, to compare and contrast
Mohan Lai's statements with other contemporary authorities,
and expressed their views in the foot-notes, which in many
cases have become rather lengthy.

| have not had much access to material throwing light on
his private life, and this work is, consequently, based on

! Asatic Journal, May—August, 1835, vol XLV, p,g.

2 Quoted in Vincent Eyre's Journal, Appendix E, p, 412.
® Havelock, 1,149.

4 Adatic Journal, October, 1835, Vol, XL 1V, p, 88.
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official documents. Agha Hyder Hasan of Hyderabad (Deccan)
a grandson of Mohan L ai, stated that Mohan Lai had kept a
regular diary from 1831 till his death. These volumeswere
taken away by a member of the family in 1922 to Calcutta, and
disposed of to an American gentleman whose address is
unknown.

In conclusion, | have to record my most grateful thanks to
the late Dr. S. K. Datta, the Principal of Forman Christian
College, at whose earnest desre and with whose unfailing
support, | undertook, completed and published this work.
The publication of this book would have given him genuine
pleasure if he had lived to s it in the hands of the public;
but unluckily he suddenly died of heart failure on the 16th
June, 1942. 1 | owe a deep debt of gratitude to Professor Ross
Wilson, Head of the Department of History, Forman Christian
College, for a critical examination of the text. | am greatly
indebted to Professor K. P. Shungloo, M. A. (Panjab), B. A.
Hons. (Oxon), and to Professor Wilfred C. Smith for carefully
revising the Manuscript. | acknowledge my obligations to
Dr. S. N. Sen, Keeper of the Imperial Records, and to Dr. G.
L. Chopra, Keeper of the Panjab Government Records, for
facilities to consult the records under their charge. The
University of the Panjab and the Forman Christian College
generously granted aloan in aid of this publication.

Lahore,
13th April, 1943. Hari Ram Gupta.
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CHAPTERI

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION
1812-1831

I. Ancestry and Birth

In every person's life the factors of inheritance and environ-
ment play an importcint part. The fird deddes the dediny
before oneis born and the soond soon after birth. This is
clearly rellected in the career of Mohan Lai, the subject of
this sory. Mohan Lai beonged to a family of Kashmiri
Pandits, a people noted for their fine physque and keen
intdllect The European traveller Baron Huge was fascinated
by their "white skin, their dear though colourless complexion,
their long, projecting, amos Jewish features, with dark brown
or black hair and beard."*

The Pandits till recently formed the entire bureaucracy
in every successsve Government of Kashmir, and widded
appreciable influence m the courts ot many princes, including
the Mughal Emperors and Mahargja Ranjit Singh. Justice
Campbdl painted the following picture of them —

"They arc dmog all educated and exceedingly clever....
They rule by the brain and the pen, and not by the sword.
It is this character which has gained them the favour of
somany rulersof a different faith___The Kashmerec Pandits
are known all over Northern India as a very dever and
energetic race of offilesskers  As a body they excd in
acuteness the same number of any other race with whom

1 ravds m Kashmir and the Panjab, 55. "They arc a handsome
race of men with fine well-cut features, small hands and feet, and gnu elul
figures" cf Imperial Gazetteer of India, Kashmir and Jammu,
1909, p 39.
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they comein contact...«Almost all the secular Pandits use
the Perdan character fredy ; they are perfectly versatile, and
serving abroad, will mount a horse gird on a sword, and
asume at a push a semi-military air."*

Mohan Lai's family was an offshoat of the Zutshi sub-cage
[ Ratrabhag Gotar .2 The exact date when Mohan Lai's
ancestors migrated to Delhi is not known; but it is certain
that the family's fortune was at its height during the time
of his great grand-father Pandit Mani Ram,® who enjoyed a
high rank with the titleof Raja at the Mughal Court* in the
reign of Emperor Shah Alam | | ® (1759-1806). He posessad
a condderable estate worth about Rs. 14,000 a year

* Journal of Asiatic Society of Bengal, Supplementary number,
1866, pp. 57-59.

* Gotar isa further sub-division of a sub-caste, meaning original
family name.

3 Mohan Lai in his Journal calls Mani Ram hisgrand-father; but
the detailed genealogical table of Pandit Igbal Kishan of Jodhpur
indicates him the great grand-father.

4 A Marathi letter dated the 26th September, 1783, gives some details
of Raja Mam Ram's transactions in the Imperial Court, cf. D11
Yethil. 1, 91.

* He wasson of the Emperor, Alamgir | | . Hewas born on June
15. 1728, and was known asthe Shahzada Ah Gauhar. On the death
of his father in 1759, he assumed the title of Shah Alam He was
in Bihar at this time. Hewas routed near Patna in 1760 by Caillaud
and Miran. Hewas taken prisoner by Major Carnac in 1761 in Bihar,
but was allowed toretireto Oudh. After the battle of Buxar he accepted
British protection, and granted the diwani to Clivein 1765. In 1771
hetook protection with Mahadji Sindhia, who proclaimed him Emperor
in Delhi. In 1788 he was persecuted and blinded by Ghulam Qadir
Rohilla Hewas again taken under British protection in 1803. He died
on November 10,1806.

* Journal, p. iii, footnote. Philip Egcrton, Collector of Delhi, esti-
mated it at Rs. 40,000 a year. cf. Panjab Records, Political Department
Proceedings, 25th August, 1855, Nos. 3-8.
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Mohan Lai's father was Rai Brahm Nath alias Budh Singh.
The latter name was given to him by the family nurse as he
was born on Wedneday. The Rai was 0 strikingly handsome
that in Delhi while riding on horssback through Sitaram
bazar the shopkemers and cthers left off ther busnes to
havealook at him. He was married into a Kaul family of
Gwalior.!

It is said that some enmity exised between Rai Budh
Singh and the Nawab® of Ferozepur Jhirka. Once the Rai
was riding home from Chandni Chauk when he met the
Nawab in the Dariba. The Nawab who was riding an depliant
pased some taunting remarks in the hearing of the Rai.
The Rai was cut to the quick and the same night he organised
an expedition to the Nawab's resdence in which his favourite
midress fell into the Rai's hands  The unfortunate woman was
retained asa concubine by Budh Singh. He had a daughter
by her who was afterwards married to one Mr. Hodges, an
Anglo-Indian.?

Soon  afterwards the family fortunes began to dedine
Budh Sngh's etates were dtuated mogtly in the territory
of Ferozepur Jhirka, Loharu and Jhajjar. The Nawab sszed
ome of his villages® Basti Ram, aocousn of Budh Singh,

1 pt. Igbal Kishan's Manuscript history of the family.

2pt. Igbal Kishan's MS calls him Shamsud-dm Ahmad Khan
(1827-1835 ), which is evidently wrong. At this time Nawab Ahmad
Bakhsh Khan wasruling, cf. Mass/s Chiefs and Families of Note, 90-92.

% Pt Igbal Kishan'sMS. history of the Family.

“1t will be interesting to note that the enmity between the two
families did not last, long, and on the contrary great intimacy prevailed
between the desoendantb of the next generation. Khan Bahadur Mirza
Shamsud-dm ot Loharu informed me that his grand-father Nawab
Mirza Ala-ud-din Ahmad Khan [ 1833-1834], ruler of Loharu State,
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fearing theloss of his own share of the lands, filed a suit for the
partition of the esates Beddes the family had been living
for along time far above its income, and had consequently
run heavily into debt. The creditors sued Budh Singh, and
all the family lands were logt. "Poverty led to starvation,
and matters came to such a passthat if the kettle was placed
on the fire to boil there wasno riceto put into it."*

In this predicament Budh Singh sought temporary service
under Mountstuart Elphinstone? He accompanied him in the
capacity of Persan Secretary to Peshawar. At this time
he realized the advantages of the knowledge of English which
opened new careers for young men2 He retired from this
position about the dose of 1809, and his financial condition
soon relapsed. It was in 1812, when the Rai was facing sore
draits, that hisson Ram Nath aliasMohan L ai wasborn.*

whose pen name was "Alai" wrote a poem in Perdan in praise of
Agha Hasan Jan [Mohan Lai]. He kindly supphed mea copy of this
poem, which cannot be reproduced here for want of ace

1 Pt. Igbal Kishan'sM S history of the Family.

! Mountstuart Elphinstone (1779-1859), Governor of Bombay, joined
the Bengal Civil Service in 1796 In 1801 he was appointed assstant
to the Agent, Governor-General at Poona In 1803 he became Resdent
at Nagpur in the Court of Bhonda In 18J8 hewas sent on a Misson
to Kabul." Heleft Delhi on the 13th October, 1808, and pasing through
Bikaner, Bahawalpur, Multan, Leiah, Derah Ismail Khan, Kalabagh
and Kohat, reached Pg-hawar on the 25th February, 1809. But his
Misson effected little. The Afghan King did not alow him to pass
beyond Peshawar, where he met Elphinstone, and engaged him in
usdess negotiations. Though unsucoesful as an Envoy, he supplied
valuable information regarding Afghanisan cf. Dictionary of National
Biography, and Elphingtone's Caubul, pp. 1-44.

®Trevclyan'sMemoir in Journal, ix.
4 Mohan L ai was 22 yearsold in 1834. cf. Journal, v.
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Genedlogical table prepared by Pt. Igbal Kishan :—
Pandit Narain Das Mota
Rai Damodar Pandit
Raja Pt. Kanhiya Ram

Raja Pt. Mam Ram
Ra Moti Ram Raja Shambhu Natli Rgja Pt Rhawani Das

liasti Kam  Thakur Das

Bibhambar Nath
(died issudess)
Jwala Nath  Gopal Nath Shib Ram  Rai lirahm Nath
(dias Abbaji) (dlias Budh bmgh)
Radha Kishan Karta Kishan ~ Kidar Nath  Ram Nath
) (died in dias

[Accompanied Mohan 1855 at MOHAN LAL
Lai from Delhi and died Delhi)
at Multan on the 20th
December, 1835 J

Igbal Kishan

Surg Kishan Indar Kishan
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2. Education

Mohan Lai was brought up under poor drcumsances,
the intensity of which was keenly felt by the young sapling
as the family had recently been reduced from affluence to
poverty. * He was taught Urdu and Persian at home and in
the latter language he acquired a proficiency that was of
immense value to him in later life.

An opportunity offered itsdf to Budh Singh to give his
ans an English education. The Persan Cdlege at Delhi,
founded in 1792 and supported by voluntary contributions,
was on the verge of dissolution on account of financial strin-
gency. It wasrestored toits original postion in 1823 by the
support of the British Government. In 1828 an English dass
was opened in this College The same year Lord Amhers,
the Governor-General of India, paid a visit to thisinstitution,®
and asa oconsquence the College gained greater importance.
In 1829 it acquired a large accesson of income by the munifi-
cent gift of Rs. 170,000 from Nawab Itimad-ud-daulah, formerly
minister at Lucknow. The Cadllege was then divided into two
departments. The English dass was converted into a separate
and independent institution, which came to-be called the " Delhi

Mohan Lai says —" No man who like mysdf has fallen into
poverty, with no place to resde in, and no money to live upon, can
prosecute his gudies with the requiste spirit But | ought not to
concedl that during these unlucky days | was aways supported by
Mr. C £ Trevclyan, who consdled mc by friendly and encouraging
gpech, for which under my present more progerous fortune, | fed
deeply grateful " Journal, iii, f. n.

* Lord Amherg was the firs Governor-General tovisit the Old
Imperial Capital and the new summer seat of the British Government
at Smla
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English College’ It was placed under the management of
a committee condging of Mr. T. T. Metcalfe? Dr. Rankin
and Mr. C. £ Trevelyan;® while Mr. Rennel sarved as a
teacher 4

! The particulars of this institution in 1840 were as follows : —
Members of the Committee «~— T. T Metcalfe

Colvm

J. L Mowatt

Di.Ross

Sayyid Ilamid Ah Khan
Secretary— J H Taylor
Headmaster— F. Taylor . . Salary Hs. 200 p m.
2nd master— 1> Taylor .. .. , 110
3rd , — Ram Kishan .. .. N 60
4th , — Shiv Prashad .. . ., 20 .,
5th Jawahir |-al . .. N 20 ,
Urdu Teacher—Chr:\tarbhu#I .. .. . 20
Writing master—Taruknath Bose.. . w30
Librarian— Ajudhia Piashad . N 10

The receipts for 1839-4" were equal to d|sbursements viz , Rs. 7,504.
In 1834 there were 181 students, and in 1835 the number was 188, of
whom 128 were Hindus, 54 Muslims and 6 Christians. In 1836 the
number fell to 103 owing to the abolition of stipends. At the
commencement of 1838 there were 84 students, and at its close 123. cf
Agraand Calcutta Gazetteer, 1840, part | | | , p. 314.

L Sir Thomas Theophilus Metcalfe entered the Bengal Civil Service
in 1813, held various appointments in the Delhi territory, and was
Commissioner and Governor-Generl's Agent at Delhi from 1835 to his
death in 1853.

3 Sir Charles Edward Trevelyan (1807-1886), Governor of Madras,
joined the Bengal Civil Service as a writer in 1826 In 1827 he took
up his appointment as assistant to Sir Charles Theophilus Metcalfe
at Delhi, where he stayed for four years. In 1831 he was appointed
Deputy Secretary to the Government in the Political Department at
Calcutta. In 1834 he was married to the sister of Lord Macau lay, then
a member of the Supreme Council of India. In 1840 he became Assistant
Secretary to the Treasury, London, which post he held for nineteen
years. In 1859 he was appointed Governor of Madras

4 cf. Trcvelyan's Memoir, Journal, 1X , Shahamat Ah, v—\111;
C. F Andrews's Zaka Ullah of Delhi, 34 , Asiatic Journal, January, 1836,
Vol. XLVII, p.6, Civil and Military Gazette, Lahore, 22nd March, 1877.
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Budh Singh availed himsdf of this opportunity, and
admitted his " dever and promising"* younger son, Mohan Lai,
to the English dass  Shahamat Ali was ancther student who
joined immediately afterwards. The number then increased
to sx, and continued 0 for several weks Some of these
dudents were sHected from the Persan dasss of the College,
while others were taken from the city on application.? The
names of thexe dudentsas they "good in gradation” are as
follows—

i. Ram Kishan, the deveres and mog intelligent student
who "made the earliest and greatest progress of all his felows.”
2. Shahamat Ali.
Shiv Prashad.
Mohan Lai.
Jawahir Lai.
Hadi Husain®

o 0k w

The introduction of the study of English evoked oppostion
from certain rdigious quarters, the story of which is vividly
told in the pages of Shahamat Ali and Zaka Ullah of Delhi.
The kindness and sympathy of the teachers and the managing

! Asiatic Journal, September—December, 1833, Vol. X L, p. 120

! The students in the English Class generally received stipendsin
order to enable them to prosecute their studies. " These stipends are
their chief, very often their sole means of living, whilst absent from
their houses, and to deprive them of these means isto banish them from
the College " Asiaticjournal, January—April, 1836, p. 3, cf Pt Igbal
Kishan'sM S. history.

® Ram Kishan, Shiv Prashad and Jawahir T,al became teachers in
the parent institution , Shahamat Ah accompanied Captain Wade to
Kabul in the capacity of aMunshi and later in liferose to the position
of Prime Minister of Indorc State, while nothing is known about
Hadi Husain.
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committee, however, won the confidence of the people with
the result that the number of dtudents began to increase

rapidly.

Mohan Lai's ingruction in the English language at the
Delhi College lasted nearly thicc years® Hewas not happy
asa sudent, for the idea of beonging to «i regectable family
aunk in poverty preyed upon hismind. He often thought that
his poverty made it impossible for him to court higher society.
But he posssssad many qualities such as a handsome appearance
a genial dispostion, open mindedncss dimming manners and
sagacity,® which won him several friends Among them was
C. E. Trevelyan, who took thegreates interest in him and
kept hisdgected spirits buoyant and cheerful as is stated by
Mohan Lai himsdf.* Trevelyan had high opinion of Mohan
Lai:—

"The hero of our tale pursued his sudies here for upwards
of two years during which he was principally diginguished
for his amiable and gentle dispostion, and unassuming
deportment. Ram Krishan always kept somewhat m advance
of him in the intdlectual race, but none made such an

1C. F Andrews's Zaka Ullah of Delhi, 34, Trevrlyan's Memoir,
Journal, IX

2Journal, Preface, 111 Dr. Geraid is in the wrong in sa\mg* -
" Mohun Lai was not | believe moic than twenty months at school,
certainly under two years." Pan jab Rcioids, Hook 105, Letter 30, dated
the 20th March, 1834.

8 Asiatic Journal, May—August, 1835, vol. xlv, p. 9.

“Mohan Lai writes —"lie gave me a document in which he
promised to promote my prosperity in the world, as far .is lay in his
power, such a thing was undoubtedly most gratifying to my broken
heart, and proved the means of exciting my desire for learning"
Journal, Preface, 11 It may be pointed out that Trevelyan kept his
promise as best as he could, as the following pages will reveal.
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impresson upon the hearts of all acquainted with him as
Moban Lai. Other gudents might command in a greater
degree the respect of vidtors to the College, but Mohan Lai
won their affections, and the natural grace of his Smple and
unaffected manners made him an universal favourite.*

Mohan Lai was very much liked by F. Taylor, the head-
mager and his father J. H. Taylor, the secretary of the Aca-
demy, and they appointed him one of the asisant teachers
which job he hdd along with his sudentship. Beddes he
attracted the attention of other members of the managing
committee, particularly of T. T. Metcalfe, who gave him every
encouragement in the pursuit of his sudies. He a0 receved
verbal ingructionsfrom J. Prinsep? in "various branches of
sdence” and learnt from him "how to draw and take sketches
of different views"®

! Trevelyan'sMemoir, Journal, xi—xii.

"James Prinsgp (1779,—1840), architect and orientalist, came to
India in 1819 and was appointed assistant assay-mager at the Calcutta
mint under the famous Dr. H. H. Wilson, afterwardsBoden Professor
of Sanskrit at Oxford. Soon afterwards Pnnsep was trandferred to
Benares as assay-mader in the mint, and retained that office until
1830, when he was again trandferred to Calcutta. It was during his
occasonal viststo Delhi that Mohan L ai cameinto contact with him.

* Journal, Preface, iv—v.
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TRAVELS FROM DELHI TO BOKHARA
1831-1832

J. Preparation for Journeyinto Central Asia

In 1831therearrived at Delhi Mr. Fitzgerald of the Bengal
Civil Servicg in the capacity of Secretary to the Delhi
Residency. One day he visited the College and was attracted
by Mohan Lai's "congenidlity of digpogtion.” They soon
became "frequent assodates”  On Sunday, the 18th December,
1831, Mohan L ai paid avisit toMr. Fitzgerald, and there met
Alexander Burnes! Assgant Resident in Cutch, who was then
about to undertake a journey through Central Asa. Burnes
was on the look-out for a person who could srve him as
a Pergan interpreter. On meeting Mohan Lai he "became
sngble of his peculiar qualifications” and asked for his
srviceson a salary of Rs. 1,000 per annum®.  Finding Mohan
Lai inclined towards the proposal, he set for his father and
prevailed upon him to permit his son to accompany him during
his travels promising to look after him "like his own son."

! Sir Alexander Burnes (1805-41) joind the Bombay nativeinfantry
in 1821. He devoted himsdf to the study of Indian languages and was
therefore sdected for the post of regimental interpreter, and shortly after-
wards for that of adjutant In 1825 hewas appointed to the quarter-
master general's department. In 1829 he wastrandferred to the pohtical
department as assgant to the political resdent in Cutch. In 1830 he
was sent on a complimentary misson to Maharaja Ranjit Singh.

" Imperial Records, Political Department, zst August, 1836, No. 33.
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Fitzgerald and Trevelyan aso persuaded Budh Singh, and
consequently Mohan L ai was appointed asaMunshi®.

Alexander Burnes had aready visited Lord William
Bentinck at Simlaand secured his approval of his journey, the
Governor-General being of the opinion "that aknowledge of
the general conditions of the countries through which he was
to travel would be useful to the British Government indepen-
dent of other advantage, which might be expected from such a
journey." Burnes was instructed to appear as a private
individual, but the terms of the passports, without showing
him as an agent of the Government, indicated that it was

! Mohan Lai says that he took the job as a "Persian Munshi."
Journal, z. Later on when Mohan Lai attained to a high position, he held
the designation of "Munshi" in contempt, though in all correspondence
and books relatingto him heis referred toas such. Then he assumed
the dignified appendage of "Esquire’, and preferred to be addressed as
esMohan Lai Esquire." While reprinting his Journal m 1846 under the
titleof "Travels," hewritesin afootnote on page 1:—"| was not Munshi
of Sir A. Burnes, he had aMunshi from Bombay named Mohamed AH."
But that Muhammad Ah wasa Surveyor and Mohan Lai aMunshi will
be clear fromthe following passage from Sir A. Burness Travels into
Bokhara, vol. i, Preface, xi-xii:—"1 was dso attended by a native
Surveyor, Mahomed Ah, a pubhc servant, who had been educated in
the Engineer Institution of Bombay, under Captain G. Jervis, of the
Engineers; and who had entitled himself to my utmost confidence by
faithful and devoted conduct on many trying occasions during the voyage
to Lahore. | adso took a Hmdoo lad, of Cashmere family, named
Mohun Lai, who had been educated at the English Institution at Delhi,
as he would assst me in my Persian correspondence; the forms of
which amount to ascience in the East." In the certificate given by
Burnes to Mohun Lai at Meshad dated the 24th September, 1832, while
parting from his fellow travellers for Europe he says:—"Mohun Lai
served with me in the capacity of Persan Moonshee" cf. Panjab
Records, Book 140, Letter 20.
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interested in hisgood treatment. Dr. Gerard,* of the Bengal
Medical Service, had asojoined Burnesin this perilous enter-
prise. Muhammad AH, asurveyor, educated in the Enginesr
Institute of Bombay, also accompanied the traveller. It was
decided that Mohan L ai should join theparty at Ludhiana.®

2. Journey to Ludhiana, 21st to 30th December, 1831

Mohan Lai wasyet in histeens and had never been away
from the parental roof. Many suspidons might have lurked in
his mind about the hazardous journey, when travelling on
horseback was the swiftes means of communication, and the
roads and public highways were generally infested with thieves
and robbers ; the more s, asthey had to pass through lands
of hodile people who were different in religion and culture.
But his young and adventurous mind was jubilant over the
progect of the enterprise which might bring him great prizes.

Mohan Lai left Delhi on the 21 December, 1831, arriving
at Panipat on the 23rd. On the road he met the Maharaja
of Patiala® who was on his way to Delhi to sse Lord William
Bentinck. The Maharaja snt for Mohan Lai, and alter

! James Gilbert Gerard, M. D. (1795-1835) was appointed assigtant
aurgeon on the Bengal establishment in 1814, and became surgeon in
1826. He accompanied his brother Alexander Gerard, the famous
Himalayan explorer, in several of his Himalayan journeys, and was the
author of two brochures. He chigfly served with the ist Nusseerabad
battalion in the hills. 1n 1831 he volunteered to accompany Alexander
Burnes. Hishealth wasnot good and this trip nearly killed him. He
returned from this tour in 1834 in ruined health and died next year at
Subathoo on the 31t March, 1835.

YJournal, 1; Travels, 1-2; Asatic Journal, May, 1834. Vol xlii,
p. 223.

' MaharajaKaram Singh, 1814-1845.
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making enquiries about the Governor-General's camp he
presented him with a dish of svestmeats®

The journey from Panipat to Karnal was not without
excitement. Mohan Lai was takenill at Panipat, and he was
obliged to travel on asmall pony. It began to rain when he
had hardly covered two miles from the town. Drenched to the
skin he continued his march. He came aooss two French
merchants. He galloped his pony as fas as his legs could
carry him in order to reach Karnal to enable him to change
But his saddle broke when he was at Gharaunda, zo miles
from Panipat. He sent his servant to this village to get the
saddle repaired. The servant did not appear for along time,
and Mohan Lai, beng afraid of a posshle encounter with
robbers rode on on the bare back of the pony and reached
Karnal in the evening. Soon after, his servant also arrived.
It was still raining and difficult to find shelter. Mohan L ai was
refused room by an inn-keeper for want of accommodation,
but hisyouth, pleasant mannersand wet cothes attracted the
notice of a young girl, who arranged a bed for him.* ,

The 26th of December found Mohan Lai at Thanesar where
the Sikkh lady ruler of the place treated all vistors" with rich
and ddidious victuals' at her cog. In theevening he went
to bathein atank. Here a Brahmin, to his great asonishment,
recited the names of all his ancetors and was therefore
rewarded with a rupee and a piece of cloth. The next day
hereached Ambala, and was impresed by the neatness of the
place. He dined with Kidar Nath, the younger brother of
Dina Nath, the accountant-general of Maharaja Ran jit Singh.
From Ambala he travelled in the rains, reaching Ludhiana

1 Journal, 1:2; Travels, 2.
2Journal, 2-3; Travels, 3-4.
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on the 30th December, 1831. Here he stayed till the and
January, 1832, and met Alexander Burnes, Captain Wade!
and Dr. Murray [ Surgeon, 4th Regiment, Native Infantry].
Ludhiana failed to impress Mohan Lai in spite of its being a
thickly populated British cantonment.*

5. Ludhianato Lahore, 3rd to 17th January, 1832

Having sscured the permisson of Maharaja Ranjit Singh
to journey through the Panjab, Burnes and his companions
left Ludhiana on the 3rd January, 1832, and marched along
theleft bank* of the Sutlgj. At Sadra [ about 25 miles] they
werejoined by a cavalry band of Ranjit Singh with a friendly
letter from the Maharaja. TheBeaswasaossd on the nth
January at Hari-ka-Patan [junction of the Sutlg and the Beas

! Sr Claud Martme Wade (1794-1861), Colond, son of Lieutenant-
Colond Jossph Wade, joined asacadet in the Bengal servicein 1809.
He obtained a commisson as endgn in the infantry in 1812. He was
promoted to the rank of Lieutenant in 1815, From 1816 to 1819 he
srved in the Pindari campaigns. In 1820-21 he officated as brigade-
major to the troops in Oudh. In 1823 he succeded to the office of
political assgant at Ludhiana where he was required to take charge
of Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk, the ex-King of Afghanistan. But his chief duty
was to maintain friendly relations between the British Government
and Maharaja Ranjit Singh who was at this time at the height of his
power. In this task he sucossded most admirably. "He gained the
confidence of Ranjit Singh to such an extent as to be permitted fredy
to visit the Punjab at a time when it was rigidly dosd to British
offidials”
2Journal, 3-4; Travels, 4-6.

About the condition of the people Burnes wrote :—"' On the
banks of the river we passd innumerable villages, the houses of which
were terrace roofed, and formed of sun-dried brick on awooden frame-
work. They had a cdean and comfortable look, and the peasantry
appeared well clad and happy. They consg of Juts, both Hindoo and
Mahommedan, and a few Seks" Travelsinto Bokhara, i, 3—4.
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where Ranjit Sngh had posed a srong body of armed
men to protect the villagers from Akalisor Nihangs® At Had
they were warmly recgved by Sardar Sham Singh who
presented them a bow and bags of money on behalf of the
Maharaja.

On the 12th January they were at Patti [10 miles from
Hari] where they visited a stud of mares bdonging to Ranjit
Singh. Therewerealarge number of mares of the Dhanni
breed, all looking " smart and beautiful."® On the 14th
another letter and a bag of money were presented to Burnes
from the Maharaja by Jawala Singh.* On the 16th at Dohri,
a small village, Mohan L ai found all the pools frozen, and the
fidds " ornamented with the pearls of hoar frost." On the
17th a few miles away from Lahore, they were received by

! Burnes remarks :—" These Acalis or Nihungs are not numerous,
but commit the grossest outrages, and shield themselves under their,
religious character. They evince no greater hostility to those of another
creed than to a Selk, and would appear to be at war with mankind.
Their fanaticism borderson insanity." Travels, 1, 13

* Journal, 6-8 , Travels, 7-9. cf. Burnes, 1,9 & 12-13.

®Burnes describes an interesting incident:—"The horses at this
stud were lately attacked with an epidemic disease, of which a Mahom-
inedan, who resides in a neighbouring sanctuary, is believed to have
cured them. Though a Mahommedan, the Selks have in gratitude
repaired and beautified his temple which is now a conspicuous white
building, that glitters in the sun. The Seik people arc most tolerant
intheirreligion." Travels,i, 11.

4 Burnes portraits this chief thus;—"The chief had robed himself
in arich dress of brocade, and his retainers, were arrayed in tunics
of yellow, whichisthe favourite colour of the Seiks. Juwala Singh has
the reputation of a brave soldier, and posseses a suavity of manner
and address which appear to great advantage ra afine soldier-looking
person about six feet high." Travels, 1, 13-14.
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General Allard! and Diwan Ajudhia Prashad® on behalf of
the Maharaja.® They had an interview with Ran jit Sngh
on the 18th January. " In such afine tent he held his darbar
as if it was the tent of an angd and not of man." The
Maharaja received them at the door, ssated Burnesand Gerard
in golden chairs and held conversation in a friendly manner
for two hours*

4. Observationsabout Lahore

Lahorewas a fortified town with adegp ditch running round
it. The sreds were narrow and muddy and one could not
pass through " without dirtying his trousrs and shoes"
Thieves were punished by having their nosssand ears cut off,

! Jean Francois Allard (1715-1839), General, joined the French
army in 1803 He served in Italy and Spain from 1804 to 1810, and
received in acknowledgment of his services the Royal Spanish Order and
Legion of Honour. He took service under Ranjit Singh in 1822, and
"considerably improved the general efficiency of the Sikh Cavalry." He
was a man of highly refined manners and always offered his generous
hospitality to European visitors in the Panjab. He wore an immensely
long beard and moustachioes. He died at Peshawar in 1839.
G L Chopra's Panjab as a Sovereign State, 183-4.

! Diwan Ajudhia Prashad, son of Gangaram, was a Kashmiri
Brahmin. He served under Ventura as Paymaster of Fauj-i-Khas at
Lahore During Ventura's trip to Europe, hewas incharge of theentire
administration of this brigade. On Ran]it Singh's death and Ventura's
retirement he held the command of the French brigade. He was
"eminently successful in performing all kinds of duties, administrative,
judicial, military and diplomatic." lbid, 172, f.n.

* Journal, 9-10, Travels, 9-11. On his arrival ,at Lahore Burnes
was presented with "a profusion of the fruits of Cashmeer and Cabool"
and "a purseof 1,100 rupees." Travels, i, 15-16

4Journal, 10; Travels, 11-12. Burnes says that Ranjit Singh
showed them shell practice. Monsieur Court, one of his French officers,
exhibited shells"to him on the day of our arrival, and was presented
with a purse of 5,000 rupees, jewels, and other gifts." Travels, i, 16.

2
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while a murderer had to pay a fine of two or three thousand
rupess Mohan Lai experienced an earthquake' at Lahore
in the night of the 22nd January. On the 24th they went
on a hunting excurson in the company of the Maharaja, and
were also joined by Captain Wade and Dr. Murray. On the
26th Diwan Ajudhia Prashad visted Mohan Lai and tried his
utmost to dissuade him from undertaking the tedious journey
into dangerous regions. The following day Faqir Aziz-ud-din*
a hinted at the great risks involved in thejourney. Mohan
Lai was, however, firm in his resolution.

On the 28th, they accompanied Ranjit Singh on another
hunting expedition? In half an hour's time several hogs

! Burnes says that this shock was felt by people over a vast country
even aorossthe Hindukush. " I n thevalley of Badukhshan, and the whole
upper coarse of the Oxus, the greater portion of the villages had been
overthrown, which had buried some thousandsof peoplein their ruins.”
Ibid., 18.

! Fagir Aziz-ud-din was engaged by Ranjit Singh as his medical
adviser shortly after hisconquest of Lahorein 1799  Ranjit Singh found
him well acquainted with political matters of the day, and frequently
sought his advice. In 1808 hewas one of those persons who dissuaded
the Maharaja from coming into conflict with the British Government.
He was thenceforward mainly employed in diplomatic service Hewas
a inember of the misson that waited on Lord William Bentinck at
Smla in 1831. He generally served as a channd of communication
between the Maharaja and his European visitors. He rendered most
faithful srvices to Ranjit Sngh even againg Mudim chiefs. He died
in 1845. G. L. Chopra's Pan jab as a Sovereign State, 176-8.

* Burnes gives a touching account of the Maharaja’'s hunting
camp :(—"The sene as we approached, was magnificent. A large
pavilion of red cloth surrounded by extensve walls of the same materials,
marked the encampment of Runjeet, while his troops and chiefs were
cantoned in picturesque groups around. The suite of tents which had
been pitched for our accommodation was mog eegant. They were
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were killed, and many were entrapped alive® In two hours
the party came back to the encampment. On the 6th February
fell the famous festival of Basant, which was celebrated with
pomp and show at the shrine of Hagigat Rai, nearly four
miles from the town. The Sikh troopsclad in yellow uniform
lined the road on both sdes Then the Maharaja, dresssd
in yellow robes and accompanied by Europeans, rode to the
tents, which were made of ydlow slk and adorned with
pearls?

made of scarlet and yelow cloth, and the ground was covered with
the carpets of Cashmecr, and  pieces of French satin. It was with some
reluctance that | st foot upon such valuable mateiials. In each tent
was a cainp bed, with curtainsof ydlow silk, and coverlets of the same
dexcription.  Such costly splendour was ill suited to men who had s
little progpect even of comfort; but | mug say that it was exhilarating
at themoment " Ibid, 19-20.

They were asgned other tents on the following day. Burnes
besows till greater praise on them :—"They were made of Cashmeer
shawH, and about fourteen feet square. Two of these were connected
by tent walls of the same superb materials; while the intervening space
was shaded by alofty screen, supported on four massy poles adorned
with siver. The shawlsof one tent were red ; of the other, white. In
each of them stood a camp bed, with curtains of Cashmear shawls, which
gaveone an impresson of afairy abode more than an encampment in
thejungles of the Punjab." Ibid., 22.

1 The cruel fun enjoyed by the court isthus described by Burnes s—
"Thelive hogswerethen brought, tied by one legto a dakeand baited
with dogs The sport is a cruel one, and does not afford any great
amusement; the courage and fire of the animals are renewed by dashing
water over them. After witnessing it for a short time, an order was given
to sat all thelivehogs at liberty." Ibid., 25.

! Bumes's amazement again knew no bounds : —'Among them was
acanopy, valued at a lac of rupees covered with pearls, and havinga
border of precous sones Nothing can be imagined more grand.”
Ibtd.; 27.



20 LIFE AMD WORK OF MOHAN LAL

5. From Lahore tothe Indus, nth February to 15th
March, 1832

Ranjit Singh's reception left a degp impression on the mind
of all the travellersand they took leave of him with a heavy
heart.! Leaving Lahoreon the nth February, they crosed
the Ravi in aferry boat and halted at Shahdara for the night.
They had consderably reduced their baggage and servants
for fear of attractingthe attention of Afghan robbers. Mohan
Lai was agonished to s Burnes and Gerard in Panjabi
dress wearing heavy turbans, long shirts, loose trousers and
dippers without socks sitting on the ground corosslegged,
taking notes by placing the paper on their knees and eating
food with their fingers. On the 16th February they reached
a village called Saharan near Ram Nagar [ near the eastern
bank of the Chenab] where Mohal Lai was sruck by the

! Burnes remarks: — " | never quitted the presence of a native of
Adawith such impressonsas | left this man ; without education, and
without a guide, he conducts all the affairs of his kingdom with surpass
ingenergv and vigour, and yet he widds his power with a moderation
quite unprecedented in an Eastern prince”  Ibid, 33.

"I now look back on the few wesks which | passad at Lahoreas
some of the happiest days of my life" 1bid,, 39.

Masson, another English traveller, having journeyed through Afghanis-
tan, Khorasan, Baluchisan and bind, was deeply struck with the peace
and prosperity prevailing in the Panjab —" Few stenes present in greater
perfection the charms of placid beauty and repose, and amid the
various fedings to which they gaverisein my mind was that of homage
to the sovereign, whose protecting sway has enabled his subjects to till
their landsin peace, and in a few years to change, asit were, the face of
nature." Journeys, i, 404-5.

" At this day the operation of tbe lawsis so effective, that there are
few eagtern countriesin which the solitary traveller can pass with more
safety than the Panjab."  Ibid., 426.
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beauty of women and cardesness of cultivators® They
crossd the Chenab on the 19th, when Mohan L ai came accross
"filthy" men, who sddom bathed or washed their faces'

They were at Bhikhi [ 8 miles south of the Jhelum ] on the
22nd February :—

" Thereis nothing remarkable except the beauty and cheer-
fulness which the women of thisvillage possss When | was
measuring the water of thiswell, | beheld a crowd of women
engaged in drawing water from it. They samed to have
masculine spirit; one of them was a perfect modd of beauty,
and had a very noble air and graceful deportment, her person
was clean and ungpotted, she charmed the spectators with
her modesty, and her raiment being blue, added lustre to her
beauty."*

The party visited the salt mines at Khewra on the 25th
February. Mohan Lai observed that the country between
Pind Dadan Khan and Jalalpur [ both on the western bank of
the Jhelum 24 miles apart] was barren and poverty-stricken,
and the people were " often prompted to sdl their daughters
and ns to provide themsdves with the necessaries of life"*

Hewrites: —" | tiscelebrated for the beauty of the women who
resdethere. Thesoil isgenerally fertile, but not much cultivated The
farmers are cardess in agriculture, because unjustly deprived of their
privileges by the Maharaja's dfficers who violate the chastity of their
females" Journal, 19; Travels, 21

2 Burnes noticed the people of thispart of the country suffering from
two ailments, cold—"running at the nostnlls," and eye dissase " causad
by thenitrous particleson the banks of its different rivers" Travds,
1, 47-8-

% Journal, 21; Travels, 23.

4Journal, 24, Travels, 26.



22 LIFE AND WORK OF MOHAN LAL

He found Darapur a. "very fineand richly cultivated village."
The women of the place were beautiful, and "fond of
indulgence’  After visiting Rohtas' on the ist March and
Manikiala [ 16 miles S. E. of Rawalpindi] on the 6th, they
arrived at Rawalpindi on the7th, and put up in the house'
of Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk, the ex-King of Kabul. They further
reduced their baggage, keeping only two mule loads They
put on Afghan dressss pretending to be Durranis. They aso
changed their names;, Burnes called himsdf Skandar Khan
and Mohan Lai adopted the name of Hasan Jan® At a
village called Usman Khatar [ 5 milesN. of Taxila] inhabited
by 2,000 persons, chiefly Hindus, they met a Hindu goldsmith
who had travelled through Afghanisan, Iran, Turkistan
and Russa, and who dexribed to them the wonders of
Bokhara, the dangers of the road, and the crudty of the
people, all of which excited Mohan Lai's zeal and curiosity.*

They pased through Hasan Abdal on the 12th March.
Here a handsome Skh boy, only 14 years old, held the reins
of Mohan Lai's horse and asked to show him the Sahib-log
(Burnes and Gerard). Mohan Lai pointed them out and

LIt is an extendvefort situated six mileswest of the Jhelum. Its
interior is 22 mileslong. Its works are of immense strength, conssting of
gone walls, thirty feet thick It was built by Sher Shah Sun in 1540, to
keep the Gakhars under control. |t wasm arumous state at thistime.

1| t wasamiserablehovel". Burnes, 1, 68.

2The Journal (printed in 1834) p. 29, sys: — " | was named
Hasan Jan by an intimate friend." The Travels (published in 1846)
p. 32, sates: — " | was called Hasan Jan, as named on my birthday."
That the asumed Musdiim name wasretained by Mohan Lai duringthe
Journey is tegtified by receipts, one from Meer Ahmed a native of
Kandahar, and the other from Muhammad, a native of Herat, both
servants of Dr. Gerard, cf. Correpondence of Sir Alexander Burnes,
pp. 159-60.

» Journal, 31-32; Travels 34-35; Burnes 1, 74.
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the boy was log in agonishment to find them in Afghan
dresses On the 14th March at Sirkika Bela, stuated on
the banks of the Indus, they were warmly received by Hari
Singh Nalwa,' who resembled Ranjit Singh "in appearance,
deportment, intrepid conversation, and morality." They
reached Attock? on the 15th; but as the garrison was in
mutiny, on account of long arrears of pay, they were not
allowed to se the fort.®

6. Fromthel ndusto Peshawar, 17th to 20th March, 1832

Having cossd the Indus on dephants, in which seven
horses and their riders were swept away by the current,
out of whom three men lost their lives, the party reached
Khairabad [ avillage on theright bank of the Indus, opposte
Attock ] on the 17th, Akora [ a town bdonging to Khataks
and stuated on the right bank of the Kabul river, about ten

" Han Singh Nalwa, the most cdebrated general of Ranjit Singh,
was born in Gujranwala. He paiticipated in amogt all the noted
campaigns, and won renown everywhere. In 1830 he hed the pog of
the Governor of Kashmir. After some time be was tranderred to
Peshawar, and was given control over civil and military administration
of trans—Indus territory. "His policy and methods were the cause of
intense dread of the Srdar's name s0 that the Afghan mothers still
terrify naughty children thereby." In 1837 he built afort at Jamrud
At this place he was soon after killed in a fight with the Afghans.
Baron Huge dunng his visit to the Panjab was deeply impressed by
his personality. G. L. Chopra, 165-6

! There isafort and asmall town of this name on the left bank
of the Indus, doseto theplace where itis joined by the Kabul river.
The width of the Indus at this place was 537 feet, and the depth of
water in the lowest state was 30 feet, and between 60 and 70 feet in
the highest. The water ran at the ead of Sx milesan hour. There
was a ford a little above the confluence of the Kabul river, but it
was very dangerous owing to the coldness of water and rapidity of the
current. Thornton, 1, 60.

® Journal, 34, Travels, 38; d. Burncs i, 78.
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miles above Attock ] on the 18th,* and Peshawar on the 20th.
At Peshawar they were accorded a cordial reception * by Sultan
Muhammad Khan, the Governor of the place Peshawar
was not a fortified town. Its stregts were paved, and wee
wider and deaner than those of Lahore. A number of brooks
aosed over by bridges ran through the town. Mohan Lai
gives the following picture of theruler :(—

"Sultan Mohammed® Khan, the present governor of
Peshawar, commonly called Sardar, is a man of middle stature.
He has passd the meridian of life, and is fond of pleasure
He is notorious for his lewedness and is always surrounded
by females, both, married and unmarried. He is cardess of
his country and government, and always employed in adoring
himsdf, with splendid and precious robes, on account of which

L1t will be interesting to notethe method in which Burnes carried
money :—"A letter of credit for five thousand rupess was fasened to
my left arm, in the way the Asiatics wear amulets. My polyglot pasgport
was fixed to my right arm, and abag of ducats was tied round my
waist. | aso disributed a part of my ready money to each of the
servants, and so perfect was the chagc that had been edablished over
them, that we never logt asngle ducat in all our journey, and found
mogt faithful servantsin men who might have ruined and betrayed us
Wetrusted them, and they rewarded our confidence" Travels, 1, 84-84.

! Burnes remarks :— "Never were people received with more
kindness" Ibtd, 87. "Nothing could have surpased the kindness
of thisnobleman.”" Ibtd; 112.

! Burnes says—" SooJtan Mahommed Khan was not the illiterate
Afghan whom | expected to find, but an educated, well-bred gentleman,
whose open and affable manner made a lasting impresson upon me."
Ibid,91. "Everyone ssms on an equality with the chief, and the
meaned servant addreses him without ceremony. He himsdf ssams
quite free from every sort of pride or affectation, and is only to be
diginguished in the ciowd by hisdress in which heisfond of nchness
and ornament." Ibtd, 93.
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he is called Sultan Bibi' (or lady) by Dost Mohammed
Khan, the ruler of Kabul, who, | hear, isavery just and
heroic man."*

7. From Peshawar to Kabul, 19th April to 1st May, 1832

After astay of a month the party left Peshawar on the 19th
April. They were joined on the way by numerous travellers
till their number increased to 100. Near Haidar Khan® village,
an Afghan blocked their passage, saying in a loud and frightful
voice that a man from his village had been robbed a few days
before of arupee in Peshawar, and as all of them came from
the same town, he would revenge himsdf upon them. They
argued with him, praised the nobility of his heart and valour,
and were alowed to pass At Hazar Nao [ 35 miles £. of
Jalalabad] they found seven housss of Hindus who were
"badly treated by the Afghans'. On the 26th April they
reached Jalalabad where they saw a magnificent Hindu temple,
named Gorakh Nath, which was full of pigeons®

They reached Kabul on the 1¢ May, and were taken as
guests by Nawab Jabbar Khan,® the ddest brother of Dost

'This is corroborated by Masson, 1, 130 —" His excessive love of
finery exposed him to ridicule, and the pleasures of the harani seemed
to occupy more of his attention than public affairs "

1 Journal, 38-39 . Travels, 43-44

2 A village of the Khybens, situated about a mile south of the
Khybcr Pass, and four miles from its eastern entrance.

4 Journal, 51-56 , Travels, 57-66

* Nawab Jabbar khan was known as the Farangi's friend, and he
well deserved this epithet. His mother was a slavc-girl in the harem
of Payanda Khan. She was married to a water carrier, but Payanda
Khan still continued his attentions to her When Jabbar Khan was
born, the waterman delivered the baby to Payanda Khan, sayit.g " that
he knew more about the child than he himself did * Vigne, 145.
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Muhammad Khan. The following morning Mohan Lai met
Mr. J. Wolff * a missonary, who had travelled into many
foreign lands. He bad logt hishorsein the degp snows of the
Hindu Kush, and "was compeled to walk naked into Kabul
like the fagirsof India." Hetreated Mohan Lai kindly, gave
him a certificate and promised to recommend him "to his
relation Lady W. Bentinck in Calcutta."®

Mohan Lai saw the town thoroughly and observed that the
inhabitants were Sunnis, Shias and Hindus® The Shiaslived

Burnes draws a remarkable portrait of him :—" Never was a man
more modest, and more beloved , he will permit, but a single attendant
to follow him; and the people on the high and by ways stop to bless
him ; the politicians assail him at home to enter mto intrigues, and yet
he possesses the respect of the whole community, and has, at the present
moment, a greater moral influence than any of the Barukzye family m
Afghanistan. His manners are remarkably mild and pleasing ; and from
his dress one would not imagine him to be an influential member of a
warlike family. Itis delightful to bein his society, to witness his acts,
and hear hisconversation." Travels, 1, 134-5.

! Joseph Wolff (1795-2862), the son of a Jew, adopted Christianity
in 1812. He knew Latin, Greek and Hebrew, and in 1813 he started
learning Arabic, Syriac and Persian. He became a member of the Church
of England about 1817. He set out as a missionary among Jews and
Musalmans in the eastern countries. Between 1821 and 1826 he travelled
through Egypt and Syria and preached Christianity in Jerusalem. After
journeying in Mesopotamia, Iran, Crimea and European Turkey he
returned to England. He undertook a second expedition about 1828.
In Khorasan he was reduced to slavery, but soon after was liberated.
His misfortunes originated from his denominating himself a Haji, foi
which he had been plundered and beaten. Passing right across Central
Asia and visiting Bokhara and Balkh, he emerged in Kabul in astate
of nudity. Dictionary of National Biography ; and Burnes, 1,133-4.

2 Journal, 59-63 ; Travels, 67-73.
3 There were also a few familiesof Armenians, Christiansand Jews,
cf. Masson, ii, 244-7
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in asyparate walled sreet, called Murad Khani. They were
known as Qizalbash and numbered about 5000*. About the
inhabitantsMohan L ai records :—

" The people do not possess good features’, and arefond
of pleasure They drink clandegtindly, and rave in ssarch of
women. The females® both of high and low family avoid the
choice of virtue, and pursue bad principles. The proverbial
saying which follows and continues among the nativesconfirms
my explanation regarding the sex above mentioned.”

" Arad-i-Peshawar be Jawar nest, Wa zan-i-Kabul be yar
nest."

[Theflour of Peshawar is not without the mixture of barley,
and the women of Kabul are not without lovers®*]

The inhabitants gpoke Perdan, but Pashto was the common
language in the country.® The Hindus numbered nearly 2,000,
and had large families and were "allowed to kegp all the

Y Just about this time their number was estimated at between
10,000 and 12,000. Thornton, i, 312.

* On theother hand Kennedy was struck by "their tall figures,
dark black eyes marked features, and western complexion " Ihid, 313.

* They posessd " both beauty of face and degance of form." Ibid

* Journal, 64; Travels, 73, d. Burnes, 1, 100. An Englishman of
the Palitical Department quotesthefollowing two proverbs*—
(1) "Thewivesof the Afghansareno longer uue" ,
(li). "No Cabul fair one pines alone,
Her love, soon log, is lightly won."  cf. Dry Leavesfrom
Young Egypt, 171.

* Pashto was not only spoken by the people, but it was also the
language of the court. " In the Durbar there is more Pashtu than
Persian spoken, and more Persian than Turki." Vigne, 355. cf. Burnes,
i, 143-4. "The higher ordersin Kabool esk Persan with fluency and
purity, Pushtoo, the vernacular dialect, being for the most part spoken
only by the lower dasses" Thornton, i, 314.
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privileges of their rdigion." They were treated "very
tolerantly " by the Mudims, and had their shopsin all streets
and bazars?!

6. From Kabul to Bamian, 18th to 23rd May, 1832

Theparty left Kabul® on the 18th May for Bokhara " under
the protection of a highly respected man, the Naz.r # of the
ruler of Kabul." On May 21 they passd through a hilly
country stuated at an eevation of 11,000 ft. Show lay
scattered on all ddes to a depth of about five feet and their
route was intersected by various channds which they oossd
by means of the snowy arches” Bamian® was reached on the
23rd May. This place was famous for its colossal idols. Three
images cut out ot a solid rock, stood on the hard face of the
mountain. The idolswere about 100 ft. in height® On one
dde of the idols there were a condderable number of caves

* Journal, 64, Travels 73-4 "The members of that community
in Afghanistan form the backbone of the finances of that country."
Ikbal Ah Shah's Afghanistan of the Afghans, 212

* Burnes changed his method of carrying cash " Gold" ducats were
carefuly sewed up in our belts and turbans, and sometimes even trans-
ferred to our slippeis, though, as wc had to leave them at the door
of every house, | did not always approve of such stowage." Travels, 1,
169-70.

* Named Daulat. cf. Burnes, i, 167.

* "By noon it became so soft that our horses sunk intoit, threw
their burdens and riders, and in several places were, with the utmost
difficulty, extricated" Burnes, i, 176.

® Bamian situated on the route fiom Kabul to Turkistan is of
very great importance, being the only known pass across the Hradu-
kush practicable for artillery or heavy carnages Itis also the great
commercial route. Thorton's Gazetteer, i, 68

* The malefigurewas about 120 ft. high. Burnes, i, 185.
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with many rooms. Nearby was a stone, about 50 ft. in length.
From aholein it water bubbled forth with agreat noise and
immediately froze.*

9. From Bamian to Khulatn, 24th to 30th May, 1832

Leaving Bamian on the 24th May and escorted by Haji
Khan's men, all mounted and armed, the party made its way
through the lofty range of the Hindukush. Some of the
Indians of the party had been frightened at the passage of the
Hindukush, and had retraced their steps; but Mohan La],
"who exhibited a wonderful buoyancy of spirit and interest
in the undertaking, and who was agenera fovourite wherever
he appeared, remained."*  After crossing the pass of Akrabad,
10,500 ft. high, they entered the territory of Turkistan. On
the 25th they passed through the village of Kamard, where
Mohan Lai was fascinated by the beauty of women of the
place —

"The women of the village possessed great beauty, and such
charming features as | had never beheld, since my departure
from India. A few of them, who had delicate complexions,
stood by me, and asked what | was, and which was my native
country. At my reply they laughed at once, and said, 'lIt was
agreat pity indeed, that you did not choose the Mahammadan
faith, and marry abonny girl in this village. Inaword, they
joked with me in such away, as| cannot describe here "*

The following day they were attacked by robbers, but were
spared on account of their guide, the son of Rahmatullah Khan,
the ruler of Kamard, who was held in great respect by them.

! Journal, 75-77, Travels, 86-88.
2 Adatic Journal, September-December, 1834, Vol. xlih, p. 42.
% Journal, 80, Travels, 92.
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Onthe27th May, Mohan Lai's servant, a Kashmiri Brahmin
from Lahore, was cooking food in the open fied of a mosque
The Mudim urchins, observing his Hindu way of cooking,
threw gones and horse dung at him, thus polluting the food.
The servant flew into a rage and ran after the boyswith a
drawn sword in hand. Mohan Lai checked him from pursuing
them, otherwise, he says "we had all bean destroyed.”*

At Haibak,avillagein theterritory under Mir Murad Beg,
he saw many Hindu shopkesgpers, speaking Persian and dressd
like Mudims. On the 31¢ May at Khulam they received
a mesage from Chiman Das, a Hindu from Multan, to the
effect that they should not leave the place without the orders
of the Mir and hisprime miniser Atma Ram. On the 1¢ June
Chiman Das invited Mohan Lai to dinner, and on learning
"that | was a pure Brahman, he instantly kissed my feet, and
washed them with water, which he drank with great respect.”
He then inquired of Mohan Lai what had brought him
thither. Mohan Lai replied that he had comein search of his
dder brother. Chiman Das laughed and told him that he
knew he was " a Munshi attached to Farangis," but that he
need not fear

The inhabitants were Uzbegs, given to cruelty and davery,
and devoid of pity, justice and wisdom. The local chief

! Journal, 8283 ; Travels, 95; of. Burnes i, 197-8.

! Burnes praises the beauty of the women of this place: "The
ladies ssemed to sdect the gayest colours for their dresses, and | could
now distinguish somevery handsomefaces, for the Mahommedan ladiesdo
not pay scrupulous attention to being velled in the villages. They were
much fairer than their husbands, with nothing ungainly in their appear-
ance, though they were Tartars. | could now, indeed, understand the
praisesof theOrientalsin thebeauty of these Toorkeegirls" Travels, 1,205.

e Journal, 83-5; Travels, 95-8.
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Muhammad Beg was in the habit of compdling boys either
with money or by force " to satisfy hislust." Mir Murad Beg,
the ruler of the country, and the persecutor of Moorcroft,* was
aman of short and thin stature, having " very small and gloomy
eyes" without a beard " except a few hairson hischin." He
had many davegirlsand boys, and " never leaves the caravan,
which is accompanied by a boy of any case whether he is
handsome or ugly, until he has satisfied his mean pleasures”?
His Diwan Begi or prime minister, Atma Ram,2? a Hindu

L William Moorcroft (1765-1825), veterinary surgeon and traveller,
had a very lucrative veterinary practice in London. He log hisample
fortune over patents, and in 1808 accepted the pogt of veterinary surgeon
to the Bengal army and superintendent of the East India Company'?
stud at Pusa, near Cawnpore. In 1811-12 he accompanied Hyder Young
Hearscy in the Himalayan tour and examined the sources and upper
ooursss of the Sutlg and the eastern branch of the Indus In [819 he
again s out on an exploring expedition, taking much merchandise with
him. He visted Maharaja Ranjit Sngh and then went to Ladakh.
He came back to Kashmir and wasthefirst European to follow the Pir
Panjal route. Then by way of Attock and Peshawar he went to Kabul
and Bokhara. On his way back from Bokhara he died at Andkhui
in 1825.

2He was an ill-looking man of debauched habits” Burnes, i,
203. Mason says that "the Uzbek Chieftain, sufficiently rude and
barbarous, is neverthdess the mos able and energetic ruler in
Turkistan." Journeys, 11, 318.

"Moorcroft who was in this region sven years earlier (1825)
dates*—"Thetradewith Yarkand isalmost monopalised by Atma Ram.
He buys up the shemp and furs of Kunduz, which are exchanged at
Yarkand for tea, digposed of in Turkistan at an advance of six hundred
per cent."

M oorcroft then givesthe pi icesof somearticles:—

Mutton .. 2 pice per pound.  Wheat flour .. J pice per pound
Beef 1 . - Oil . 6

Shesp butter 10 N Rice L7 2 "
Cow butter 8 , N Barley

. Y, "
(Travds, il, 451-2.)
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of Peshawar, possesed great influence over him and managed
all the busness of the country. He as kept a large number
of boys and girls as daves ; but this privilege was not extended
to any other Hindu.*

10. The Slave Market at Khulam

On their way to Khulam they "never changed dothestill
they disappeared under filth and vermin" to pretend extreme
poverty. They often dept in dark rooms, full of dung, and
ate dale bread. The deeves of their shirts served as towels,
and finger nails as combs for the hair®. At Khulam Mohan
Lai witnessed the market day where daves were placed for
sle in an open and large shop. He found there 19 women,
sven boys, all beow 10years, and someold men. Theboys
were crying, the girls were weeping, and the old men were in a
sad and dgected mood. The merchants were shouting, " this
isthelad or girl for so much money." A man came to buy
a dave girl, and took her behind the wall of the shop to
examine her body. "When her veil was lifted up by the
sdler, and gradually her cap and shed, the woman, turning
her face towards the sky, began to rend the air by her
sreams”  Shewas sold for Rs. 3103

! Journal, 8587 ; Travels, 98-101.

* Journal, 89; Travels, 102-3. But we must admire 'the spirit
of the travelers—"These are" sys Burues, "but the petty incon-
veniences of a traveller , which gnk into inggnificance, when compared
with the pleasure of sseing new men and countries, grange manners
and cusoms, and being able to temper the prgudices of onés country,
by observing those of other nations" Travels, 1, 206.

" Journal, 156-7. Conadlly, 1, 183 quotesa story of the same nature:
" At the head of the bazaar | again stopped, to watch a bargain that an
Oosheg was driving for a very beautiful Persan girl, so beautiful, | beg
leave to state, that | have not seen her like. A neck a cubit long—eyes,
largeasacup; her tearsfel liketherain in spring, and she was altogether
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On the 2nd June intimation was conveyed to the party
that they should appear before Murad Beg in his camp at
Khanuabad near his headquarters at Qunduz 70 miles away.
This alarmed them greatly, because the ruler was not well
inclined towards the English travellers. Mohan Lai visted
Chiman Das and stood before him with tearstrickling down his
ges Thistrick easly sucoseded. Chiman Das smiled, put
hisright hand on his head and told him that as he was a
Brahmin, he would do his utmost to save them from any
molestation. Consequently, he accompanied Burnes to
Khanuabad where he did not allow Burnes to spesk even a
word with the Mir and himsdf answered all the questions®

[l. From Khulam to Bokhara, 9th to 27th June, 1832
Khulam was quitted on the 9th June in the company of a
body of horsemen provided by Chiman Das. On the following
day, they halted at Mazar, "and put up in the same place
where Mr. Trebeck died of fever." They wereat Balkh* or
Bactria on the nth June. At this place an Uzbeg officar of
the cusom house tried to debauch Mohan L ai:—

"He looked at me, with an aspiring eye, and sent a message
by the Qdfila Bashi to me, saying, if | sopped at Balkh in his

so lo&t in gnief that she appeared bereft of her senses Her master
treated her with the grossest brutahtv, making her rise and uncover
herself, that her intended purchaser might see the beauties of her person
Once he rudely snatched the veil from oft her, and God is witness, that
when from shame she crossed her arms over her bosom, he cut her on the
back with a whip to make her withdraw them "

t Journal, 89, Travels, 102-3

2" The fruit of Balkh is most luscious, particularly the apricots,
which are nearly as large as apples. They are almost below value ;
tor 2,000 of them were to be purchased for arupee, and with iced water,
they areindeed luxuries." Burnes, 1, 239.

Here they visiUd Moorcroft's grave lhid., 243.

3
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office, he would be happy to give me a salary of 400 rupess
per month; but | civilly refused him. At evening he came
himsdf to the sarae on horseback, and sat near my lodgings.
First hemade me the compliment of Daulat Ziad, aresect
paid to Hindus in thiscountry. Then he called and gave me
a piece of paper, which contained two or three Persan verss
Thefirg of them was the fallowing :(—

'Gar bar saro chashm-i-man nashini, Nazat bikasham
keh naznini.'

[1f you sit on my head and eyes | will bear you pleasantly,
because you agreeable]

"1 good up immediately, and did not speak with him at all
though he often told me to sit."*

The Oxus was crossd on the 17th June by boats dragged
by horsss and no rowing wasdone. Then they journeyed on
camdsthrough an arid desert devoid of drinking water. It
was extremely hot. They were cooped up in camd baskets
about four feet long and three fest wide and covered with
blankets which were little protection againg the glare of
the sun and theflying sand. They sufferd much from thirst.
"My tongue stuck to the palate of my mouth," says Mohan
Lai, "and my parched lipsburnt with the heat of fire. My
throat had dried up, so that | could not speak.”?

On the 21¢ June they obsrved afew tentsof the Tur-
komans who posesad large herds of cattle Their food
generally conssted of bread, curd and meat® Their chief

! Journal, 95-6 ; Travels, 110-11.

2 Journal, 102 ; Travels, 118 ; cf. Burnes, i, 249-51.

3 Mohan Lai remarksthat they fed their horseson flesh, which fact
| could not corroborate any wheredse  cf. Journal, 102 ; Travels, 119.
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occupation  was plundering the caravans and capturing
Qizalbash daves, who in many casss "become attached to
their wives', and secured their liberty.!

On the 22nd June they reached a village named Qarshi.
Here Mohan Lai heard of daves for sdle, and out of curiosity
explored the place for himsdf. He saw the merchant, posing
himsdf as a cusomer. He snt for three girls, and asked him
tochooa Mohan L ai sdected the youngest "who had regular
features, was mild and attractive, her stature eegant, though
bdow themiddle sze ; her wit and vivacity exceeded even her
allurements” Then they were sent to a sparate room to talk
to each other. Thegirl agread to accompany Mohan Lai, and
the merchant asked Mohan Lai to examine her body which
was "crysaline” She told him that she came from
Badakhshan, and was a member of alarge family. She was
sazed by the ruler of the place and was ravished by him.
Then she was s0ld to the present merchant who had placed her

! Fraser relates the story of a young man who secured his freedom
through "an attachment with his masters' daughter " pp 328-9.

Furthor on Fraser saysthat a Turkoman always purchased his wife.
A young girl could be bought for a sum from two to four hundred
rupees, while awidow fetched a far higher price, viz. as many thousands.
Five camels was a common pricefor agirl and from fifty to a hundred
for awoman The reason assigned for this singular practice is that a
Turkoman preferred household experience to beauty and youth. He
observes that polygamy did not exist among them Their women were
very prolific. "1 can myself assert, that out of every camp we passed
through, such crowds of children issued, that one of my servants, in
amazement, cried out that it was like an ant-hill. They were stout,
healthy, hardy hi tie creatures, almost quite naked, and it was admirable
to see the courage and unconcern with which infants, that seemed
scarcely able to walk would splash and plunge through streams that
would have made an European mother scream." Fraser, 280-1. cf.
Conolly, 1, 179-82.
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for sde in the market. As Mohan Lai had no intention of
buying her, he quietly dipped away from there!

12. Observationsabout Bokhara

They arrived at Bokhara on the 27th June. Two dayslater
Mohan L ai saw two Mudims mounted on cames, guarded by
four spoys and being flogged by the Qazi for deeping after
sunrise and thus mising their morning prayer. The people
were a0 daily chagtized in public for smoking, shuffing and
drinking. Smoking was prohibited, but there was no restric-
tion on the sde of tobacco. The Hindus could smoke in the
caravanserai.?

On the 30th June he visited the quartersof the Jews, who
numbered about 3,000. Their pleasant features drew great
admiration from Mohan L ai.—

"On my return | pased through the famous street of the
Jews, where | scarcdy saw eéither men or women in want of
beauty of charms.  All of them were handsome, and delicate,
and attractive Their eyes were alluring, and their persons
enticing. Saturday is their holy day and every one looked half
sottish, which in reality had kindled the beauty of the
virtuous ladies. They were gazing out of the door at those
who passd through the street.  They are the most delicate of
any people | have sen between Delhi and Bokhara. | am
aure if any Indian, who chiefly adores the picture of beauty,
should come to Bokhara, he would undoubtedly, be a sacrifice
to the Jews street.  Their dressis of a curious fashion calcula-
ted to entice the heart of the men who visit them."?

! Asiatic Journal, September-December, 1833, Vol xI, pp. 120-1 ;
cf. Journal, 1056 , Travels, 122-3

2 of. o Burnes, i, 283-4
% Journal, 109, Travels, 127. The Jews are "chiefly employed
m dveing cloth." Burnes, 1, 275.
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Mohan Lai's observations regarding the cusoms manners
and other practices of the people of Bokhara are very interest-
ing. Hefound them good riders, ableto sand hunger, cold
and fatigue They wore two or three doaks and white
turbans. "They never use water to clean themsdves but a
piece of clay", and could go sraight to their prayers
They deaned their hands and mouth with loose thread
tied togehe  "The maes generally avoid the sodety
of their wives, and prefer the company of boys either hand-
ome or ugly” The women were handsome' eegant and
charming, having "but little virtue" They woreagown, a
thin veil and a white turban.?

The majority of the people were Sunms who treated the
Shias " with indignity,” and often molested and reduced them
to davery. The Jews .ind Hindus® were ill treated, but not
2ld as daves as none bought them, regarding them "base
and unpurified." They werenot allowed to ride on horseback
or to wear a shawl or a piece of cloth round their waist, but
were obliged to use arope ingead and a black cap on the
head Every Hindu had to pay apoll tax of half a rupee

! Humes remarks about a pretty Turki lady .—"The house m
which we lived was exceedingly small, and overlooked on every side,
but we could not regret it, sinceit presented an opportunity of seeing a
Toorkee beauty, a handsome young lady, who promenaded one of
the surrounding balconies, and wished to think she was not seen.
A pretended flight was not even neglected by this fair one, whose
curiosity often prompted her to «teal a glance at the Firingees. Since
we had a fair exchange, she was anything but an intruder, though
unfortunately too distant for us to indulge 'in the sweet music of
speech ' Travels, 1, 287.

2 Journal, 10Q-10 ; Travels, 127-9.

3 There were about 300 Hindusin Bokhaia. Hurncs, i, 286

4 Burncs and Gerard also sufiercd from the same restiaint.
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If aJew or aHindu fell in love with aMudim girl, he applied
to the King. Thereupon hewas converted to Islam, and the
girl'sparentswere ordered tomarry her to him.*

A thief was sentenced either to be thrown from a parapet
on the hard ground, or cag in adark dungeon. At dusk a
drum was beaten when all busness was sugpended, and nobody
could stir out. Though it was June, the mornings and evenings
were as cold as m winter in India.®

Bokhara was the largest, wealthiet and mogt populous
town in Tartary. It contained 360 mosques and colleges
where students learnt Arabic and Persan. The houses were
dirty, but the shops were clean ®

Mohan Lai admires the justice of the King and his chief
minister and relates an incident in this connection :—

"The dder son of the Qosh Begi (thewazir), in afit of
drunkenness, entered a house, and violated the chastity of a
respectable man's daughter, and presented the door-keeper
with a small sum of money, for the purpose of avoiding the
efect of her father's indignation until he was out of the
house. The hanouses of the crime was no longer kept in
screcy, and even produced a spirit of passon among the
people and in the King. He indsted that the guilty must be
tried by the court of the Shariat, headed by the Qazi, and
punished according to the book of faith. After receiving 75
lashes (durrahs), he was orderd to be mounted on back of
a thin camd. His father, thewazir, on foot waswith him.
In this low and base processon the wazir made his son pass

1 Journal, 111,119; Travels, 129-30; cf. Burnes, 1, 285.
2 Journal, 112 ; Travels, 130-31 ; cf. Burnes, 1, 279.
% Journal, 121; Travels, 140.
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through the bazar, and conducted him to every large place,
with a great noise of drums, and through a mob of people,
who soffed at him, and praised the justice of his father,
who was crying in the following manner—' This is the
punishment for the man who commits adultery™.!

! Journal, 121; Travels, 140.



CHAPTERI 1|

JOURNEY FROM BOKHARA TO LUDHIANA
1832-1834

|. From Bokharato Meshad, 21st July to 14th September, 1832

Having accomplished the chief object of ther travel,
Burnes and his companions decided to follow another route
to sudy different people and countries Beddes Burnes
wished to go to England via the Casppian Sea. They had
to pass through Khorasan and then to reach Meshad, an
important town in the north of Iran. They obtained the
King's passport through the kindness of the Wazir.,* and left
Bokhara in the evening of the 21 July. The party had
thinned consderably, and Mohan Lai had made the degpest
impresson on the mind ot the leader of the expedition. Burnes
writes.—

"Our party had condderably diminished snce
| lagt dexcribed it on the Indus; one of the Indians
had retraced his seps from Cabool, and the chilling
blags of Hindoo Koosh had frightened the doctor's
servant, who was a native of Cashmere Otherwise
we had to bear the mos ample testimony to the

! Burnes thus describes the farewel visit to the Wazii —" He now
summoned the Cafilabashee of the caravan, and a chief of the Toorkmuns
who was to accompany it as a safeguard againg histnbc. Hewrote
down their names families, habitations, and looking to them, said,
| conggn thee Europeansto you. |If any accident betall them, your
wives and familiesarein my power, and | will root them from theface
of theearth. Never return to Bokhara, butwith aletter containing an
asurance, under their seal, that you have srved them well.'"  Travels, i,
32b.
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patience and perseverance of thosewehad chosn. Of
these the most remarkable was Mohan Lai, the Hindoo
lad from Delhi, who exhibited a buoyancy of spirit and
interes in the undertaking mog rare in an Indian.
At my reques he kept a minute Journal of events;
and | venture to bdieve, if hereafter published, that
it will arres and desrve attention. On his route to
Bokhara histale had run that hewas proceading to
his friendsin that country, and, aswe had pased that
city, he was now joining his relatives at Herat."*

When they were at Mirabad on the 14th Augud, they
received Indian newspapers’ from M. Allard. Having crossd
the Oxus on the 17th Augud, they entered Khorasau. On
the 21¢ Augugt, they met on the road seven persons being taken
to Bokhara for sle Two of them were beautiful bosg.
They were all walking barefoat in the fiery desert. Their
hands and necks were fagened together with an iron chain.
They were completely exhaused with hunger, thirst and
fatigue They were crying and begging for something to
eat, and Burnes gave them a melon.?

On the route they saw at various places numerous huts
of Turkomans* while herds of their camds horsss and sheep

"Travels, 1, 3478

2 The packet took three monthsin aiming, dud they had not seen
a newspaper since crossing the Indus in the middle of March.
Burnes, i, 355.

3" They wereweary and thirsty, and | gave them all | could—a
single melon, a civility, little as it was which was received with
gratitude." Burnes, a, 12.

4 Turkomans are a handsome lace of people They wore a conical
black cap, about a foot high. Their clothes were of gayest colours,
generally light shades of red, yellow, and green. Their women wore a
lofty turban and along gown reaching the ankle Burnes, 11, 28-9.
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grazed under the care of daves The Turkomans cultivated
just aufficdent land to satisfy their needs. They grew wheat,
maize, millet and meons. Their women folk were handsome
and of good size' Their dothes and bonnets resembled those
of European ladies. The Turkomans did not possess much
money, but had a congderable number of rams, horses and
camds, which formed their soe property. Each family
poses=d from 200 to 300 animals?

After bearing various hardships® while passing through the
Turkoman desert in the company of acaravan,* they arrived
at Sarakhs, avillage, on the 4th September. There they saw

L Abbott in his Narrative of a Journey from Heraut to Khiva
recorded on the 15th March, 1840:—"Heie | saw many Toorcumun
women, engaged in various occupations about the camp, one of them
appeared beautiful, the generality, comely, decidedly European; and
often with features almost English." P. 202.

! Journal, 1367 , Travels, 1589

8 The travellers suffered muchin thisland of burning sand. Burnes
mentions many incidents. Once three persons travelling together lost
their way, and their supply of water came to an end. Two of their
horses fell dead owing to thirst. The men opened the vem of their
surviving camel, and thus managed to reach a place of safety. In some
parts of the desert wells were situated thirty-six miles apart. The water
was bitter intaste. Itwas carried in skins which were oiled to prevent
from bursting. The grease mixed with the water which became very
tainted and hence undrinkablc. Many people were attacked with
inflammation of the eyes due to sand, dust and glare. Burnes, ii,
17-18, 25-26.

4 Burnes gives an interesting account of this caravan: "A caravan
isa complete republic ; but | do not believe that most republics are so
orderly. Of our eighty camels every three or four belonged to different
individuals, and there were four Cefila—bashees Still there was no
disputing about the arrangement or order of the march ; and it isapoint J
of honour, that theone shall at all times wait for the other. If asingle
camel throws itsload, the whole line haltstill it u replaced; and one feds
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3,000 Turkoman tents, 50 Jews, one Hindu, 1500 Qizalbash1
daves and 1,000 dave girls®> They were till there when on
the 9th September, a party of Turkomans brought 115 daves
from the territory of Meshad. The same day Burness pony
was stolen in the night® On the 13th, they passd through

pleased at such universal sympathy. These fedings make it agreeable
totravel ina caravan, for the detentions are much fewer than would
really be imagined. The more | mingled with Agaticsin their own
sphere and judged them by their own standard, | imbibed more
favourable impressons regarding them. One does not se in civilised
Europe that generous feding, which induces the natives of Asa, great and
small, to share with each other every mouthful that they posssss  Among
Mahommedans we have no digtinction of gentleman and villain,- at least
2 far as hospitality isconcerned. The Khan fares as smply as the
peasant; and never offers to raise amorsd to hislips till he has shared
it with thase near him. | mysdf frequently have been partaker of
this bounty from rich and poor, for nothingis enjoyed without society.
How different is the feding that bests the sots of lower society m
Britain 1 Nor isthis good felowship among the Asatics confined to the
travelled merchant, it is to be found in the towns as well as the
country." Travels, 11, 19-21.

The Turkomans were Sunm by rdigion and looked "upon a
Sheah in aworse light than a Jew or a Chrigtian " Conally, 1,156.

* The beauty of the dave girls exposed "them to the cruelty and
rudeness of every Turkman and their guests” Journal, 138; Travels, 161.
At thisplace Burncs saw a young Persan girl, 15 years old who was
captured by a Turkoman and detained by him asa dave She posesd
"exquiste beauty." But avarice overcame his cupidity, and she was
0ld to a merchant of Tehran who accompanied this caravan for seventy-
sven gold tillas. "She had changed her character from dave to wife"
Travels,ii, 67.

8| regretted this loss" says Burncs "more than | might have
done a more srious misfortune.  The sturdy little creature had followed
me from Poonain the centre of India, had borneraein many a weary
journey, and | cannot tell how much it vexed meto leave himin such a
country and in such hands" Travels, 11, 54.
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a village named Tibris, many persons of which had been
captured by Turkomans. On sing the Qafilah the villagers
came to them crying and enquiring about their dear ones
whom they had lost.!

On the 14th September they reached the holy city of
Meshad* where they stayed as guests of Mrs. Sheg an
Armenian lady whose husband was away at Qochan in the
battle-field. Mohan Lai attempted ' to examine a bath of
Meshad, excusvely resrved for Mudims. He was amos
detected as there were many men of the Qafilah who knew
him to bea Hindu. His Persan costume however, saved
him. Then hevisited the tomb of Imam Raza. Heimitated
the Mudimsin prayer and saw all over the tomb.®

On the 23rd September, theparty left Meshad for Qochan,
100 miles digtant, to se Captain Shee and Abbas Mirza, the
Prince Royal of Iran who was fighting there. They reached
Qochan on the 25th September.

2. Alexander BurnesL eavesfor England, sgth September, 1832
On the 29th September, Alexander Burnes, having accomp-
lished the main object of the journey, bade farewell to the
other members of the party and left for the shores of the
Caspian Sea on his routeto England. Dr. Gerard and Mohan
Lai decided toreturn to IndiaviaHerat. Burnes granted to
Mohan Lai a certificate, an extract from which is quoted
here—
"He is a young man of great promise and bids
fair to digtinguish himsdf among his countrymen.
! Journal, 141, Travels, 165
* |t is the burial place of Nadir Shah who was murdered on the

9th June, 1747.
* Journal, 143 ; Travels, 167.
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Mohan Lai served with me in the capacity of Persan
Moonshee His case asa Hindoo subjected him to
numerous difficulties and inconveniences among the
Mahomedans, but his conduct was that of the most
conciliatory, faithful and trustworthy description.
With great opportunities for intrigues he shunned
them and by his mild and unassuuming behaviour
relieved from vexations in which amost any other
native would have involved me."*
1

3. FromMeshadto Herat, 5th to 30th December, 1832
From Qochan theparty came back to Meshad where they
stayed for about two months. Mohan Lai found the people
of this place "fair", but not "handsome'. Their dres was
made of fineand delicate material. They were "clean, polite,
ceremonious, and much more gented than the rude Afghansand
Uzbegs" They were fond of keeping boysin their service?

They left Meshad on the 5th December. Show had been
falling there for some time pas and on the way the snow
touched their gtirrups. On the 26th they arrived at a village
named Fareznah. |ts gates were dosed, and some pesons
axended the wall, declaring that they would not allow them
to enter as they might be Alamans. The members of the
party were fatigued and shivering with cold. Mohan Lai
instantly climbed up the wall and opened the gate, while their
I'rani companion whipped the people severely

The party reached Herat on the 30th December, and were
given awarm welcome by the wazir. Din Muhammad Khan

! panjab Records, Book 140, Letter 20.
2 Journal, 184-5 ; Travels, 211.
3 Journal, 1845 ; Travels, 211.
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sardar was their hos. Mohan Lai stayed here till the 3rd
February, 1833, when he was called upon to go to Meshad
to ge money and medicine. During this time, the King
of Herat granted several interviewsto Dr. Gerard and Mohan
Lai, and appeared to them to be always intoxicated with
opium and bhang!

4. The Imperial Darbar at Meshad

Mohan Lai left for Meshad on the 4th February by a
different road on which he saw a number of serais built by a
Hindu merchant® He arrived at Meshad on the 17th
February. Soon after there was the famous 'ld festival.'
The ruler of the place Abbas Mirza Prince Royal of Iran
invited him by specia invitation through Mr. Borowskie to
visit his court. It wasa grand court attended by men of
all ranks. When the fird ceremonies were over, and the
nobles, after presenting their offerings had retired to their
respective places, His Royal Highness turned towards Mohan
Lai and said, "0 Mirza! Khush amdi" (you are wecome),
and aked whether he was a Sunni or Shia. Mohan Lai
replied that he was a friend of the Panj tan ( meaning thereby
a Shia). He aked him many quegtions about Turkistan.
The Prince then made inquiries about Ranjit Singh's palitics
and power and asked :(—

"Whether Ranjit Sngh's court could vie in magnificence
with what he now saw before him, or whether the Sikh army

! Journal, 18990 ; Travels, 216.

* o Onthe 14th February, Mohan Lai halted at a place called Qilah
Hindu, the fort of which was built by a Hindu. Its door bore the follow-
ing inscription :r-" O travellers 1 | conjure you, by Almighty God, and
by the soul of your parents, whenever you passby thisplace, comeand
eat of my bread and give my barley to your horses, as God has given

merichesonly to fead travellers, and not to bury them in the ground.”
Hewas Killed by the Turkomans cf. Journal, 195, Travels, 922-3.
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could compare in discipline and courage with His Highnesss
Srbaz! To this Mohan Lai modestly, yet firmly replied, that
Maharajah Ranjit Sngh's darbar tent was made of Kashmir
shawls and that even the floor was composed of the same
cogly material, and as for his army, if Sardar Hari Singh
( Ranjit's Commander-in-Chief) were to aoss the Indus, His
Highness would soon be glad to make good his retreat to his
original government of Tabriz. The terms in which thisreply
was conceved, and the tone of voicein which it was ddlivered
were 0 indicative of good nature that the idea of any
impropriety having been committed never so much as occurred
to anybody, yet the free expresson of sentiment was a thing
0 unheard of at the Persan court, that the entire audience
good waiting in slent expectation for His Highnesss reply.
This was not long delayed ; and as nearly as the recollection
of our informant saves it was as follows—'Wonderful,
wonderful'! said Abbas Mirza, drawing the attention of the
court towards Mohan L ai, 'se the effet of English education’,
and after a chort pause he continued, ‘how inscrutable are
the decress of Providence, which has conferred so much power
on a Kafar (infidel); but if Ali, the Lion of God, favour
us we will yet plant gandard in Kashmir, and put all our
Srbaz in shawl pantaloons’  On his departure from Meshad,
Mohan Lai was diginguished by ;His Royal Highness by
the gift of a gold medal of the Order of the Lion and the
Sun."*

Iraniregular troops.

' Trevelyan's Memair, Journal, xiv-v ; Travels, xv-vi. Mchan L ai
says :—" He presented mewith a gold medal upon which | begged of
him to engrave my name, and he agreed to do <, and called me
Hasanjan. Thismedal is now with AghaHyder Hasan Mirza of Nizam
College, Hyder abad.
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5. FromMeshadto Herat, 28th February to z6th March, 1833

Mohan Lai left Meshad for Herat on the 28th February.
On the zoth March, at a village called Rui, he met a Hindu
named Paras Ram, a resdent of Shikarpur. Hereached Herat®
on the 16th March. There were sven* caravanserais, one
of which was exclusively occupied by the Hindu merchants
of Shikarpur 8

Mohan Lai had a poor opinion about Shah Kamran,* the
King of Herat, who was addicted to drinking, opium and
bhang and enjoyed the company of handsome boys " When
he was at Qandahar, he used his authority to get possesson
of beautiful boys and girls of different people to satisfy his
mean pleasure”® Though he posessd vast amount of riches,
yet he extracted 100 rupees a day from the people, and in
times of war money was extorted from them to mea the
e<penses5 He was "hard hearted, and the mos unmerciful
man in Afghanistan."” His abominable example was followed

! Conally condemns the city for itsdirt - oneof the dirtiest in
theworld ," but he pxaisssits bread and water * " The bread and water
of Heraut arc a proverb for ther excdleme. T really never in England
even tasted more ddicious water than that of the Henrood." Journey,
11.3& 5.

! Conally puts the number at 17. Journey, li, 3.

* Journal, 237 ; Travels, 263-4. There were about 1,000 Hindus
sdtled there.  Conally, 11, 2-3.

* Shah Kamran, the ruler of Herat wasthe son of Mahmud Shah,
the son of Timur Shah, the son of the cdebrated Ahmad Shah Abdah.
On the death of hisfather in 1829, he sucoseded him on the throne.

* " Kamraun is now a dave to wine and the harem." Conally, 11, 50.

* cf. Conally, Ii, 48.

" One incident mentioned by Mohan Lai is quoted here—"The
King ordered the belies of nine men to be torn open, on account of their
sdling people, one of them had sold his daughter to a Hazara, as he had
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by his sons most of whom were also given to paederasty and
drinking.!

The people, though oppressad by the Government, indulged
in pleasures. They went daily to the meadows and spent
their time infiringfrom horseback, racing, joking, snging and
drinking. Women also went out for a sroll unveled and
enjoyed jokes with the pasersby. Both men and women
posesad  handsome features.  Silk was manufactured there
in alarge quantity.*

< 6. From Herat to Kandahar, 20th July to
25th August, 1833
The party left Herat on the 25th July, 1833, after a stay
of ssven months, on account of their diplomatic negotiations
between Herat and Iran.* On the 5th August near a village
called Hauz, the party was attacked by robbers, who sucoesded
in saizing two cames loaded with goods including all of Mohan
Lai's papers, the Journal, and some English articles brought as
presents for the Kandahar Chiefs. Mohan Lai was very much

no money to feed himsdf, and was starving with hunger. They were
tied to cames, while their heads were banging down, and dragged through
the bazar, coloured with blood, and showing their intestines”  Journal,
209; Travels, 239.

! Jahangir, a prince 32 years old, "roasted in the flame of fire
his beloved, a beautiful boy of 12 years in oconsquence of suspecting
him to have been violated by Adam K han, the brother-in-law of theking "
Journal, 242.

« Journal, 2457 ; Travels, 271-4; J. A. S. B.( 1834, pp. 9-18.

* Journal, 224; Travels, 233. In a letter dated Peshawar,
January, 1834, Mohan Lai sated that they had been detained both at
Meshad and Her at for eeven months, because they were taken for Russan
goies and Dr. Gerard had been attacked by fever. Agatic Journal,
September, 1834, p. 14.

4
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worried at the loss of his Journal, which, inhisopinion, was
the only means of bringing him to the notice of the Governor-
General. Mohan Lai, in spite of his sufferings from heat and
want of water, hurriedly reached Parah, 30 miles away, [ 140
miles south of Herat] and lodged a complaint with the chief of
the place, who declined to take any notice of the incident.
He then sent two men to the robbers with offers of money to
restore him his papers. He halted at Farah for about a week,
and was glad to get back his Journal and the papers, though
the English articles were not returned.

On the 12th August, they were informed that the road was
infested with thieves and consequently Mohan L ai cancedled his
papers round hiswaist. The next day they were at Siyah Ab,
where Shah Vali Khan, the famous wazir of Ahmad Shah met
his death at the hands of Timur Shah's men. Here they were
warmly received by the villagers who .presented them with
milk and melons. Mohan Lai found that pure butter was sold
there at the rate of two annas per seer of Indian weight, and a

large sheep for a rupee®

They arrived at Kandahar* on the 25th August, and they
were given a cordial reception by Sardar Rahamdil Khan,

! Journal, 259-61 ; Travels, 287-9¢

! Journal, 263;. Travels, 292. "For six needles we got bread for as
many pesons and for afew tinsd rings chopped graw* for our horses"
Conally, ii, 64.

» Kandahar wasendosed by a wall thirty feet in height and one
mileand a half in length. Outram, 86.

Kandahar was noted tor the quality of its fruits, yet they were very
cheap. For a piec several sers of grapes could be purchased ; and figs,
plums, apricots peaches, pears mdons pomeyanatey and. amondswere
nearly as cheap.

"The apricots and plums of Kandahar were consdered beyond praise”
Kennedy, 280.
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one of the chiefs of the place, whose hospitality they enjoyed
for nearly two months?

7. From Kandahar to Ghazni and Kabul, 20th October
to 5th November, 1833

Leaving Kandahar on the 20th October,* they reached a
village known as Khail Akhund* on the 22nd. Here Mohan L ai
saw a Hindu cooking bread. He accoged him by offering
theHindu form of greetings, " Ram, Ram", which asonished
him coming from a peason dresssd in Afghan costume
Mohan Lai found the people not of handsome appearance*
They wore woollen dothes and ate meat and barley bread.
The girls of the Ghilzais* twisted their hair, and tied it
like a cake, ornamented with gold and slver coins, and
hanging over the forehead. This mode of wearing the hair
was peculiar to maidens® alone.

Y Journal, 269 ; Travels, 209. Mason gjves a graphic account of
the gread of the three confederate brother rulers. From fifty to one
hundred Hindu merchants " of respectability" were daily dragged along
the streets of the city to the court, and were compelled to furnish money.
Hewas surprised to find that theserich tradersof " decent appearance”
"submit so patiently to the indignities heaped upon them in every
Mussulman country, from the princeto the lowest miscreant who repeats
hiskalmah." Journey, i, 287.

Y Journal, 294 ; Travels, 324. On the 24th October they received
a bundle of newspapers from India from M. Allard. Journal, 296;
Travels, 325. Two dayslater they met a Skh on theroad.

% A village containing the mausoleum of a Muslim priest, situated
29 miles north-west of Kandahar .

* The Ghilzais were wealthy in flocks but poor in manufactures,
except a few rough woallen articles of daily use such as carpets, felts
and socks Contrary to Mohan Lai's opinion, however, Masson found
them "a remarkably fine race of men,” "unsurpassed in the mass
by any other Afghan tribe for commanding stature and srength”.
Masson, ii, 206.

! Regarding the method of wooing of Afghan maidens Mason's
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Ghazni was reached on the 30th October, where they had
to pay the cugoms dutieson their caps, doaks and tea-cups
etc. amounting to Rs. 50. They reached Kabul on the 5th
November, and met Mr. Masson,! the famous traveller, who
had secured alarge number of Grecian coins from an ancient

account will not be without interest'.—"Many of the.Afghan tribes
have a cugom in wooing, smilar to what in Walesin known asbundhng-
up, and which they term namsat ban. The lover presents himsdf at
thehouse of his botrothed with a suitable gift, and in return is allowed
to pass the night with her, on the understanding that innocent endear-
ments are not to be exceeded. The bands of the maiden's perjamas
are very tightly secured, and she is enjoined on no account to suffer
them to be unloosed. The precaution is not aways effective, and
whether from being inconveniently tight or from other causes the
bandsareallittlerelaxed ; and, from natural conssquences it is necessary
to precipitate the union of the two parties, and not unfrequently the
bridegroom when he receves hisbride, canics home with her his firgt
born in abakhowal, or cradle.

"The Nawab Jabar Khan went on a namtat ban visit to the
sgter of Mahomed Shah Khan, and wishing to profit by the opportunity
more than the lady's modesty permitted, received a severe chagtisement
from her dippers, which so disheartened him that, though often
threatening to fetch her to his house, he has never summoned resolution
to do s, and when | left the country she was yet pining away in
cdibacy and solitude at Mumjuma." Mason, iii, 287-8

Conally, however, remarksthat though thelover isprivately admitted
tointerviews with his migress frequently, even for twoor three months,
if not longer; yet "they profess the strictest morality, and so henous
acrime do they consder adultery, that they generally takethe law into
their own hands and punish the offenderswith death.” Journey, ii, 152.

! Mason travelled in Baluchistan, Khorasan, Afghanistan, Sind and
the Pan jab from 1826 to 1838. He led a most remarkably adventurous
life, journeying mogtly on foot, absolutely unarmed and unequipped,
begging his food. He was frequently sripped of his clothes beaten
and maltreated. He posd as a Farangi, Mughal, Uzbcg, Afghan and
Hindustani, pretending to be a physician, Haji and charmer These
adventuresarc vividly dexribed by him in three volumes
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and ruined village named Bag Rom,! situated at a distance
of two days journey north of Kabul. They were invited to
dinner by Dost Muhammad K han, the King of Kabul. Mohan
Lai visted Babar's tomb and was fascinated by the sight
of it. The panoramic view of the squarein which the tomb
was dtuated, shaded by fruit trees of different kinds and
washed by numerous crystal canals and its green bed and
cool breeze, charmed him so much that "I stood without a
mation meditating whether | was dreaming or roving in an
unknown region” 2

8. Trade of Afghanistan
Regarding the trade in Afghanistan, Mohan Lai observed
that the English goods brought from Bombay to Kandahar
through the Gulf of Cutch and Baluchistan, after the payment
of all the expenss of the road including cusoms duties,
fetched a profit of thirty per cent. He supplied the following

schedule of prices «—
Bought in  Soldin
Bombay  Kandahar
Rs. As. Rs. ABS

1. Fine mudin per piece .. 3 0 6
2. Abrehor Jamavar 2 12 10 O
3 A aJr of tine shawls 20 0 40 0
4, uu or Long Cloth, 35 yards each piece|. 2 0 27 0
5. Flgasred chintz, called Goolce,

apiece 13 0 28 0
6. Oommon chlntz called Rahdan 10 0 8 0
7. Jandanec .. 3 8 7 0
8. Fine ulvan woollen .. 18 2 0 0
9. Onepieceof velvet .27 0 66
10. Velvet chintz, called Makhmah 0

60 120
[ Kb. 0/8/- of Kandahar were equal to Rs. 5/- of Bombay ]

4 Gerard and Mohan L ai obtained here from excavations a marble
sculptured dab, an account of which was published by Mohan Lai
in the Journal of' the Asatic Society of Bengal. September, 1834. cf.
Masson, lii, 9.

 Journal, 299-305 ; Travels, 329-35* " The place is peculiarly fitted
for social enjoyment, and nothing can surpass the beauty of the
landscape, and the purity of the atmosphere” Masson, i, 240.



5% LIFE AND WORK OF MOHAN LAL

Copper, sted, iron and lace were imported from Russa.
Blue paper of Russa was usad throughout Turkistan and
Afghanistan. Bagoo, a Shikarpuri merchant, told him that
every year English and Indian goods to the value of Rs. 30,000
were generally sold in Kabul, and those of Rusia worth
Rs. 200,000.*

9. Extractfrom Dr. Gerard's Letter about Mohan Lai

Dr. Gerard in aletter dated at Kabul and published in the
Asatic Journal, July, 1834, pp. 171-2, spoke highly about the
qualifications of Mohan Lai:—

" Shah Kamran of Herat was ddighted with hisaccom-
plished Persan and unobtrusive address At Kandahar he
was much respected by Sirdar Raheem Dil Khan, who praised
his acquistions, and regretted that his sons could not partake
of them. Here he is a favourite with therulers. In truth,
I know not of an exception, in our long journey, to the
uniform civility he has commanded; but much of this is
the offgoring of his natural dispostion, a chief feature has
been hissthod education, (‘and by far from theleast of that
his knowledge of English), all of which callectively, have left
an impresson in favour of the British Government of the
highest interest, and incited many to become acquainted
with the sructure and conditution of a power which is
but vaguely comprehended in these regions . . . . . At Gerish,
upon the banks of the Helmund, the Governor (eldest
son of Kohundil Khan, chig ruler of Kandahar) was

! Mohan Lai's letter dated Peshawar, January, 1834, published
in the Adatic Journal, September, 1834, pp. 14-15.

" In addition tonative wares, the bazaars, contained in abundance
those of Great Britain. Russia, and India. Of these Russa supplied the
laigest proportion.” Thornton, i, 3x0.
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s0 much struck with Mohun Lai's acquirements, that he
begged of me to intercede with his father to allow him to
visit India, and even England. At Kandahar, smilar
demongrations were .made to the credit of Mohun Lai
personally.” .

10. Greek Antiquities at Jalalabad

At Jalalabad Dr. Gerard and Mohan Lai had to wait for
some days for an escort to take them to Peshawar. Thistime
was utilized by them in search of old remains which exised
there in abundance. They opened a* tope after five days hard
labour at digging, discovering therein a small room two yards
square. It looked as i< it had been plasered with lime
that very day. They aso collected a consderable number
of Grecian coins On opening ancther monument nearly
thirty feet in height, built of large dgones and lime, they
discovered ancther complete dome encircled by the quter
one. They found in the centre of the dome a small "gone
frame-work, containing five lamps, filled with pieces of bone.

They dug up another .heap, and after five days toil found
an image cut out of black stone. The figure was beautiful
and had two small mace-bearers on both shoulders. They had
narrow waig and broad ches. The image had curling locks
flowing over its shoulders, and both hands placed on the knees
I tsforehead wasmutilated.

This account in detail.was originally published in the Delhi
Gazette, and was reproduced in the Adatic Journal, August, 2834, pp.
248-9. Remarking about Mohan Lai's description of Greek antiquities
near Jalalabad, JamesTod of Piazza Barbennain aletter dated Rome,
the 22nd March, 1835, says that " this mog intelligent Hindu ought to be
made an honorary member of every Asatic Society." Adatic Journal,
May-Augugt, 1835, VOL . XLV, p.9.,,
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11. Peshawar to Luihiana, 7th January to 7th March, 1834
After atimethey left for Peshawar. On the 7th December
near the Khyber Pass acamd laden with Mohan Lai's goods
and on which one of his servantswas sitting was attacked by
robbers who made good their excape with a bag containing
sugar, teaand clothes*

They arrived at Peshawar on the 9th December and were
generoudy entertained by Sultan Muhammed Khan. They
left Peshawar on the 7th January, 1834. On the 28th, they
reached a village called Dahmak near Rohtas, where General
Ventura* and Court* lay encamped. The Generalsreceived them
warmly, and Ventura requested Mohan Lai to send him a
student from the Delhi English College to servein the capacity
of Persian Munshi.*

1 Journal, 322 ; Travels, 352.

! General Ventura, said to have been an Italian by birth, was an
Infantry Colone in Napoleon's army. After the battle of Waterloo he
srved for sometimein Iran, but being dissatisfied resgned his pogt and
came to Ranjit Sngh in March, 1822. Hewas at once employed on a
monthly salary of Rs. 2,500, and was aked to reform the infantry. After
several years patient labour he sucoesded in making it "first in rank,
discipline and equipment in the Skh army." In 1823 he hdped in
defeating the Afghans, in 1831-33 heserved in Multan, and later he was
appointed Governor of Lahore. He retired in 1843, and pased therest
of hislifein Paris. Hedied in April, 1858. G. L. Chopra, and Buckland's
Dictionary of Indian Biography.

e Claude Auguse Court wasbornin 1793. He held a commission
in the French army which heredgned in 1818. Heserved in Iran, and
took service under Ranjit Singh in 187 on Rs. 2000 per mensem. He
improved Skh artillery greatly. Hepaid much attention to archasology
and coins  Heretired from the Panjab in 2841, and went to France with
hisIndian wifeand children. [bid.

« Journal, 332-3; Travels, 365.
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On the 25th January they were at Wazirabad where Diwan
Ajudhia Prashad met Mohan Lai, and told him that his
journgy through Mudim countriess had created <some
suspidon in  the minds of his cage brethren, and that in order
to remove their sruples he should pay a visit to the temple
of Mansaram Razdan situated on the right bank of the Chenab.
He did so accordingly. Next day they stayed in the camp
of General Avitabile.

Lahore was reached on the 30th January, and they put up
in the house of General Allard. They sayed in Lahore for a
month, and receved great attention from Maharaja Ranjit
Singh whom they visited frequently. The Maharaja presented
Mohan Lai with Rs 500 and sven piees of cloth,
including three Kashmir shawls They reached Ludhiana on
the 7th March, 1834."

12. Dr. Gerard's Official Report Regarding Mohan Lai's
Qualificationsand Services

Dr. Gerard, before he procesded to join his post with
the 1¢ Nesree Battalion at Subathu, addressed a letter,
dated the 20th March, 1834, to Captain Wade, the British
Political Agent, reporting his return to British India, and

! Paolo di Bartolomco was born in Naples in 1791. He served
in the Neapolitan forces, 1807-9 ; and in the Artillery under king Joseph
Bonaparte and Murat in the Imperial Army. He left Italy and served
inIran for six years, receiving the rank of a Khan, 1820-26. He wab
employed by Ranjit Singh in 1827 in the civil and military charge of
Wazirabad. He was appointed Governor of Peshawar in 1837. He gave
great assistance to Genera Pollock in 1842 He returned to Europe in
1843. In the Panjab he amassed afortune of £ 50,000. G. L. Chopra
and Buckland.

! Journal, 336.
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a bringing to the notice of the Government the services
rendered by Mohan Lai, and the high qualifications possessd
by him:—

" I n concluding thisletter (which is probably the last | may
have occason to address upon the subject of my late journey )
| only discharge an obligation of public duty in bringing to
the favourable natice of Government, the highly satisfactory
conduct of the Delhi student, Mohun Lai, for a period of
eighteen months, during which he has been my sole associate.
This is equally due to himsdf and to the service that has
afforded him the gift of an English education, for it is his
collegiate ingruction chiefly, and an honest emulation in its
advantages that have guided his deportment, and gained him
so0 much respect throughout a journey which will be calculated
to have provided a trial for people of maturer years and
experience, but from which he hasreturned with a character
and acquirements as honorable to his patrons, asit is creditable
to himsdf and his relations. It must not be concedled that
Mohun Lai's domesgtic tuition has been most respectable,
and that his accomplished knowledge of Persan commanded
the highes egtimation and regard even in those countries
whereit isthe vernacular dialect; lastly, and far from the
least consderable of his merits, ishis easy but unassuming
manners, and mild conciliatory disposition, so eminently
calculated to promote the objects of the journey for which
hewas sdlected.

"Futuretravedlersin thee regions will confirm the facts
which | now only indicate, and disnterested individualswill
make known the impressons which such acquirements have left
among the rude population of Afghanistan, and the share they
have had in raisng a feding of regpect and friendship towards
the British Gover nment.
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"1t would be superfluous perhaps indiscregt in me to
particularize the various drcumstances that occurred to analyse
the character of this young man, but | may observe that on
occasons of personal danger, or others that flattered his sdf
esteem, or tried his honour at the intended expense of his
integrity, his conduct was mos exemplary, being guided as
much by good natural principles, as the pride of approbation
from his superiors.

" 1 n my conversationswith Prince Kamran of Herat esped-
ally, | found Mohun Lai's services not only mos essential, but
in the highest degree trustworthy, and | venture to recommend
his intelligence as fully sufficient to satisfy enquiry upon any
point connected with the .Stuation and resources of the Afghan
gates, and to which, confidence ismog justly due.

"His acquaintance with subjects which his capacity might
be supposed unsuited for, and the propriety of which might
sem quedtionable, having been partly the result of my own
inexperience in the Persan language, it becomes incumbent
upon me to state here that reliance was never better placed,
and that Mohun Lal will be found free from thefailings of the
native character and fully deserving of confidence; his interests
are inseparable from those of the service and an honorable
reputation to the exduson of every other object, is his mogt
anxious aim.

"Mohan L ai now leaves me to speak in his own person, and
| cannot but fed assured that the expectations | have thus
unreservedly stimulated, will bewhally realized ; in that casg,
| hope to be excused for expressing the gratification, that will
accrue to me, that this, .young and promisng lad has
earned a reward suitable to his abilities and disposition,
his enterprise and trustworthy attachment to the sourceto
which he is indebted for so many advantages. Mohun Lal
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having been recommended by Mr . Burnesto the personal notice
of theRt. Honorablethe Gover nor-General isnow proceeding to
Calcutta. | have at least this consderation to offer asan apology
for imitating so repectable a precedent, especially asthereturn
journey from Mished (in which the Delhi student hasbeen my
companion) has occupied so protracted a period. If | have any
other excuse for intruding this subject upon Government, it is
the conviction that Mohun Lai has not neglected under my
charge, the education in which hehas been so well initiated.
For proof of this | beg to ingtance the superior style of his
journal, in the latter part of the tour, the variety of his
enquiries, and theimprovement in oral conversation so evident
to himsdf, and which | venture to predict will be consdered
satisfactory to his friends, and appreciablein the quarter that
isultimately destined to promote hisfuturewelfare; in which
prospect it cannot be otherwise than regretted that the educa-
tion, which his natural abilitiesare sowell calculated to honor,
had not been completed before he wasdrawn from his studies,
[ Mohun Lal wasnot | believe more than twenty months at
Schoal, certainly under two years.]; while at the same time
reflection must alwaysbe gratifying that an opportunity which
has 50 successfully terminated was afforded of proving the value
of English ingruction in the present instance, so creditable
to the institution which has furnished the example, and which
cannot fail to have the bes influence upon the progress and
effidency of education throughout British India.

"Hoping that theaobjectsof their communication will meet
with your approval [especially with regard to the Delhi sudent
of whom your personal experience at this place, however brief,
is aufficdent towarrant an opinion] and in that event begging
thefavour of its transmisson to Government."*

! Panjab Reoords Book 105, Letter 36.



CHAPTER IV

COMMERCIAL AGENT ON THE INDUS
1834-1836

1. New Appointment at Kandahar

Dr. Gerard's report regarding Mohan Lal's loyalty, ability
and achievements deeply impresssd Captain Wade who
determined to make use of Mohan Lal's services in the palitical
department.

In January, 1834, Mir Karamat® Ali, the British newswriter

! Mason gives an interesting story of this man —" A few days
after my return to Kabul | was surprised by a visit from a peson
announcing himsdf as Saiyad Keramat Ali, agent of the Supreme
Government of India. He informed me of histravels, ascompanion of
Lieutenant Arthur Conolly, and of hisadventuresat Kabul It appeared,
that he had wished to preserve hisincognito ; but a letter, destined for
Herat, having been intercepted, his exigence and the nature of his
employment becamerevealed, and he was consggned to the bandt-khana,
or prison, of Dot Mahomed Khan. The Nawab Jabar Khan embraced
with alacrity the opportunity afforded of showing his good-will to
Europeans, and to those connected with them, and urged to his brother,
that he had a singular method of evincing his desre to cultivate
a friendship with the Sahiban of Hind, by placing the first of ther
agents sent to Kabul in durance. The Chief amiled and admitted there
was reason in the nawab'srebuke, while he called for the Saiyad that
he might hear what he had to say for himsdf. Histalewasthat his
gle budness was to procure intdligence of Abbas Mirza and his
movements. Dost Mahomed Khan observed, 'Very good, they interest
me also; take care not to write anything about me' The nawab
joyfully carried off the Saiyad, and ingtalled him in apartments of his
own house, where, under that good man's protection, he sscurdy and
unreservedly prosecuted his vocation.”  Masson, iii, 1-3.



62 LIFE AND WORK OF MOHAN LAL

in Khorasan, applied for leave' and Captain Wade recommend-
ed Mohan Lai as the most suitable candidate to fill the
vacancy:—
"The knowledge and experience which he has acquired in
his late journey of the countries and people on whose
affairs he will haveto report are of importancein a
candidate for that stuation, and when to these
qualifications are added real inteligence and good
temper together with a knowledge of the English
language, he appears to me to be more €digible
for the office of our newswriter in Khorasan than
anyone dse with whom | am acquainted.”*

This recommendation was accepted by the Governor-
General and Mohan Lai was appointed to this pogt on a
monthly salary of Rs. 250/-3

! Mason asdgns two reasons for Karamat Ali's asking for leave.
In thefirst place he had a "disagreement with Captain Wade,"" and
secondly, he tried to bully Ranjit Singh who complained to Wade
againg him :—"When at Lahore, he reected the presnts tendered by
Ranjit Singh, and commanded him to desigt from his aggressons on the
Afghans Finding the Maharajanot perfectly compliant, hestroked his
beard, and swore he would play the deuce with him when he got to
Calcutta. Theold prince, terrified, applied to Captain Wade at L udhiana
for protection againg the Saiyad." Mason, iii, 322-3.

"Panjab Records, Book 140, Letter 20, dated Ludhiana, 25th
March, 1834.

' Panjab Records, Book 140, L etter 94, dated 17th November, 1834.

The Delhi Gazettein itsissue of 24th June, 1835, made the following
comment regarding Mohan Lal's appointment:—"Mohan Lai, the
companion of our celebrated travellers Messs Burnes and Gerard,
intends shortly to start for Candahar, to commence his labours as a
government agent at the court of Raheem Dil Khan. Besde* this
native oy at Candahar, the government hasaHindoo emissary, acting
in the same capacity, at Lahore. A Mr. Louis, alias Masson, watching
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2. Proceedsto Calcutta
In the meantime, while the question of Mohan Lai's new
pos was to be decided, he availed himsdf of the interval by
proceading to Calcutta to have an interview with the Governor-
General and to present hislordship with a copy of the Journal
of histour into Central Asa.

On his way he stopped at Delhi which was Mohan Lal's
home. Here a sorm of indignation was raised againg him
for having travelled through Mudim countries, and thereby
breaking therigid cagerules. He was consdered a Musalman
and was avoided by the Kashmiri Brahmins, so much so that
they did not even allow him "to drink out of the same cup with
them." Mohan Lal communicated thisfact to the Government
of India, saying that his caste brethren "have discarded me
from their society as | have been travelling into Mahomedan
countries, so | am now left without friends and without a place
to resdein my native city of Delhi."*

In Calcutta® where Mohan Lal arrived about the end of
July, 1834, he was warmly receved by Mr. Trevelyan who
introduced him to Lady William Bentinck and Sir C. T. Metcalfe

and reporting the movements of Amir Dost Mahumed Khan at Kabul,
Moonshee Keramat Ali at Kamran's durbar, at Herat, and Moulvee
Auzamodeen Hossein [ the quondam Mecr Moonshee of Lord William
Bentinck ] toreport the intrigues and proceedings of the Sindian Chiefs
dationed at Tatee, near the mouth of the Indus. A person will shortly
he deputed, we under stand, to Bokhara, to keep our government apprised
of the politics of Naseer Olla Khan's court." cf. Adatic Journal,
January, 1836, p 19.

! Panjab Records, Delhi Cases Letter 40, dated Calcutta, 22nd
December, 1834.

* Mohan Lal's dak, boat and carriage expenses from Ludhinato
Calcutta amounted to Rs. 743/11/-. Impenal Records Political Depart-
ment, 21¢ November, 1834, No. 262.
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(Vice-Presdent of the Supreme Council and Deputy-Gover nor
of Bengal). Mr. Jackson and Captain Pemberton asssed him
in publishing his Journal .

3. At (he Hindu College, Calcutta

In view of his new appointment it was consdered advisable
to give Mohan Lai some training in practical surveying. He
was therefore furnished with surveying insruments from the
Surveyor-General's office* and Mr. Rowe of theHindu College
gave him spedial lectures at the Hindu College® Mohan L ai
was busy every day from day-break till half pagt eight in the
evening ; the mornings being spent out of doorsin measuring
and taking angles, and the evenings in committing to paper
what he had done He a0 receved occasonal lessons in
drawing. Mr. Rowestated that Mohan Lal had made as much
progressin five months as his other pupilsin the Hindu College
had done in eighteen months*

! Panjab Records, Delhi Cases, Latter 40, dated at Calcutta, 22nd
Decomber, 1834.

* Imperial Records, Political Department, 7th August, 1834, No. 63.

*Hindu College, originally called the Hindu Mahavidyala, the
premier ingtitution in Bengal for imparting English education, wasfound-
ed on the 17th January. 1817, through the eforts of David Hare
and Raja Ram Mohan Roy. The College was taken over by the
Government in 1855, under the new name of Presidency College. Calcutta
Past and Present, 50.

 Imperial Records, Palitical Department, 28th January, 1835, No.
47. Mr. Rowewas paid an allowance of Rs. 100 per mensem for giving
lessonsto Mohan Lal and Rs. 188 for supplying him with booksand instru-
ments. In addition Mohan Lal was provided with the following books—

(i) Karabadeen Kahir, 2 copies . .. price Rs. 150.
(ii) Richardson's Persian and Arabic Dictionary, 4th Ed. ,, Rs. 150.
(iii) Anwar Suheli, 4 copies . ., Rs 40

[ct. Imperial Records, Political Department 28th January,
1835, No. 48 and 24th December, 1834, No. 107.]
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4 Receives a Grant of Land for Building a House in Delhi

Whilestill in Calcutta, Mohan Lal applied to the Governor-
General for afree grant of land to build a house in Delhi in
"Jani Khan ka Katra." He dated that the place was
situated insde the walls of the city near Kali Magid.
Originally it was the property of a Mudim gentleman, but on
his dying without isue it bdonged to Government. The
ste was surrounded by a mud wall, and had a few huts and
some shops of rope-sdlers who paid to the Government, an
annual rent of Rs. 12/12/-.

The Government of India made enquiries about this parti-
cular plot of land from the Civil Judge, Delhi, whointimated
that it was "lawaris' property, paying to the Government
an annual rent of Rs. 12/12/-. Itsarea was 513 square yards,
and its estimated value was Rs. 672. It was tenanted by
some rope makers, who, if gected, would demand, by way
of compensation for their housss a sum of about Rs. 20.2

The matter was then referred to the Government of Agra,
under which Delhi was then placed, and it sanctioned the
transfer of thisland to Mohan Lai.®

Mohan L ai left Calcuttain January, 1835, and arrived at
Delhi in February. He examined the piece of land granted
to him, but found that it was not entirely free from encum-
brances. Consequently, he petitioned for another piece of
land called "Ismail Khan ka Katra," stuated in the Churi

! Panjab Records, Delhi Cases Letter 40, dated Calcutta, 22nd
December. 1834.

! Panjab Records, Delhi Cases, Letter 40, dated 22nd January, 1835

3 |bid ; dated 27th February, 1835.

5
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Walla Street; The Government of Agra referred him to the
local authorities to settle all matters regarding the new site*

5. Seeks Government Assistanceagainst hisCaste Fellows

On Mohan Lai's return to Delhi, some of his cage fdlows
started a vigorous campaign againg him for his having broken
the cage rules not only while travelling through Central
Asa, but aso during his stay at Calcutta where he was the
gues of C. E. Trevelyan. Mohan Lai was much annoyed at
this, and tried to sscure hep from the Government to stop
thisagitation. He stated :—

"They have fabricated a gory that | was accustomed to
dinewith the gentlemen during my sojourn in Calcutta.

"As 1 always observed the outward form of the Hindoo
religion and have never dined with the Calcutta
gentlemen, | asked those who have calumniated me
ether to prove their story or to dess from insulting
me, but they remain deaf to my appesals and entregties.

" 1f 1 had become a convert to Christianity there would be
no necessity for me to concedl the fact, and on the
other hand such a slemn act could never remain a
Cret.

" Notwithstanding all remonstrances, jealousy and ill will
have so strongly wrought upon the above peoples
hearts that they have now made a combination to expel
and gect me from my case. | need not observe that
this kind of usage will not only hurt the fedings of
my old parentsand mortify ther hearts, but disgrace
me before my equals Therefore, | humbly beg that

! |bid; dated Delhi, 25th February, 1835 ; and aso dated Agra,
7th March, 1835.
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your honour will send an order to the Magistrate of
Dilhe to frustrate the evil dedgns of those people,
by an authoritative interposition.”*

In afortnight Mohan L ai receved areply to the effect " that
the Government cannat interfere in the manner requested."®

6. Gets « Khilat from the Mughal Emperor

In Delhi, Mohan Lal was introduced by T.T. Metcalfe,
Agent to the Governor-General, to His Majesty Akbar Shah,
the Mughal Emperor. His Majesty mentioned the names of
Mohan Lai's grandfather and other members of the family
"who had held conspicuous appointments in that court when
in power." He was granted arobe of honour, "with some
jewdson a turban, which his Majesty tied with his own hands’
on his head.?

7. AtLudhiana

Mohan Lai stayed in Dehi for nearly sx months but
mogt of this time he lay confined to bed owing to apain in
the ches, tor which he was bled several times. He reached
Ludhiana in October, 1835, loaded with heavy baggage,
about twenty maunds in weight, consgting of medicines,
books, pen-knives, goy-glasses, surveying instruments, globes
and bex * mog of which wereto be given away as presents to
various chiefsin Afghanistan and Khorasan.*

1bid; dated Delhi, 25th February, 1835.

* |bid ; dated Agra, 7th March, 1835.

' Travels, 374. Jacquemont visited Delhiin March, 1830. when the
Mughal Emperor Muhammad Akbar Shah conferred upon him a dress
of honour and "with his imperial handsfasened a couple of jewelled
ornamentstomy hat." Lettersfrom India, i, 190.

* Pan jab Records Book 106, Letter 56, Mohan Lai to Captain
Wade, dated at L udhiana, 20th October, 1835.
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Mohan Lal was placed in direct communication with
Lieutenant Mackeson,! British Agent on the Indus, who was
authorised to exerdise immediate superintendence over him
in the execution of his duties.

8. Journey from Ludhiana to Bahawalpur,
26th October to Early December, 1835

In accordance with Captain Wade's ingtructions, Mohan
Lal gtarted from Ludhiana on the 26th October, and marched
along the left bank of the Sutlgl. Passng through Ferozepur
hereached Mamdot,® the chief of which place received him
with congderation. His Minigter, Fir lbrahim Khan, tried
to make his stay agreesble Mamdot was a fortified town,®
commanding a view of the Sutlej, and was peopled by Mudims
and Hindu Khatris.*

From Mamdot onward, Mohan Lai found the country
amogt barren, the cultivation being carried only along the

! Frederick Mackeson (1807—53), Lieutenant-Colonel and Commis-
song at Peshawar, was appointed in 1825 an endgn in the 14th
Bengal native infantry. He became a Lieutenant in 1828, and a
Captain in 1843. In 1831 he was dtationed at Ludhiana. The foreign
dficers in Kanjit Sngh's service frequently visted Sr C. M. Wade,
the British political agent, and on such occasons Mackeson's*knowledge
of French was turned to good account. In 1837 he accompanied Sir
Alexander Burnes to Peshawar. In 1838—09 he sscured facilities for the
passage of the Army of the Indus, and in recognition of his services
he was created a C. B.in 1842. He was assassnated by a Pathan at
Peshawar in 1853.

! The estate of Mamdot comprised territoriessituated in Ferozepur,
Muktsar and Fazilkatahsils. Nawab Jamal-ud-din Khan (1800—1848)
was the ruler. The town of Mamdot was stuated two miles south of
the Sutlgj. Imperial Gazetteer of India, xvii, 106.

3 Itswallsroseto a height of 50 feet. Ibid; 107.

4 Travels, 375.
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banks of the river. He passd through Ramu and Khairpur,
and in the last wesk of November he reported himsdf to
Lt. Mackeson at Mubarikpur. Mackeson directed him to wait
at Bahawalpur for ingructions from Captain Wade, while
he provided him with lettersof introduction for Diwan Sawan
Mai, the Governor of Multan, and Khub Chand, merchant of
Shikarpur.*

Mohan Lai reached Bahawalpur in the beginning of
December, and dayed there for a few days He was well
treated by Nawab Muhammad Bahawal Khan whos agents
attended upon him with swestmests and other necessaries
He observed that the city was surrounded by numerous gardens
and mango groves and was "cedebrated tor its slk manu-
factures? and indigo® plantations"*

9. Subjectsof enquiry

On the 9th December he received ingtructions from Wade.
He was informed that he wasnot to proceed to his ultimate
degtination for the presnt and that his services were required
for sometime in collecting commercial datistics.  Consequently,
he was asked to leave all letters and presmts receved from the
Government for chiefs and othersin Afghanistan in charge of
Mackeson at Bahawalpur. Thus lightly equipped he was to
go to Multan and day there for fifteen days then to visit
Derah Ghazi Khan and remain there ten days, afterwards to
proceed to Mithankot by the route of Dajal, Harrand, Aan

! Panjab Records, Book 106, Letter 63, Mackeson to Wade, dated
Mubarikpur, 18 December, 1835.

2 of. Mason, 1, 4.

*Travels, 381.

“For Mohan Lal's account of tac origin and growth ol the
Bahawalpur house st Journal of the Adgatic Socety of Bengal,
1838, i, 27-33.
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and Rajanpur, and to stop there for five days, from there to
repair to Shikarpur where he could remain for fifteen days,
and then to return to Bahawalpur. He was asked to prepare
a Journal of hisroute and make himsdf acquainted with the
commercial resources of every place It was required of him
to indicate hisroute in a field book and to insert in his Journal
whatever information he might be able to callect regarding the
gatistics of the country he traversed. He had to record the
productions of the country, its principal marts, the different
routes of trade, exports and imports, their probable annual
amount, means of transport, the sysem and rate of duties, the
mer chants by whom the trade was chiefly conducted, the names
of the places where ther agents were established, and general
rates of insurance. Besdes he had to make a special report
on the routes which led from the banks of the Indus between
Derah I smail Khan and Shikarpur to Kandahar.

He was ingtructed to regulate his conduct so well as not to
excite " the least jedlousy or suspidon on the part of the
authorities of the place" where he had to make enquiries.
He was expected to " endeavour at the same time to give the
merchants and anyone dse who may evince a curiosty on the
subject, the knowledge which you possss of the measures
taken by the British Government to open the navigation of
the Indus and the terms on which it is to be conduded and
the commercial advantages which are held out to those who
may be disposad to engage in trade by that channd."*

JO. Journal from Bahawal pur to Multan, fromthe 10th to
the 20th December, 1835
In view of the dangers of theroad and to avoid exciting
any suspidon in the minds of the people, Mohan Lal put on a

! Panjab Records, Book 102, Letter 75, Wade to Mchan Lal, dated
Ludhiana, 18 November, 1835.
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shabby appearance pretending himself a "poor traveller.”
He submitted detailed reports on the subjects of enquiry
assigned to him, of which a few interesting pointsaregiven
here.

Mohan Lai marched from Bahawal pur at dawn on the 10th
December. The temperature was 52°.  There wasa beautiful
garden of apple trees clothed in mats as a protection against
cold. He observed that the water of the Sutlej was muddy, and
its temperature was 54°. The river was about 300 yards
wide and 12 fathoms deep. On the nth December
hewas at Miranpur [ 20 milesN. of Bahawalpur]. The people
of this place praised the government of Diwan Sawan Mai.
Indigo was cultivated here. The road was intersected by
numerous water-courses, some of which were dry, while others
had deep water. These channels were taken out from the
Sutlgj to irrigate the fields. The country abounded in jal and
tamarisk® trees. There was plenty of game, especially deer.
The people were poverty-stricken and generally lived on boiled
turnips. On the 12th December at sunrise the thermometer
stood at 48°.

Passing through numerous fields of cotton and indigo, he
reached Shujabad* [ 20 miles N. W. of Miranpur] on the 13th
December. It was surrounded by ahigh brick wall, mounted
with three guns facing west, and aditch which wasdry and

L of. Mason, i, 4.

1t issituated about five miles from the east bank of the Chenab
and thirty miles south of Multan. Its condderable sze and lofty
fortifications gave it a striking appearance. The walls were mounted
with a few guns, and defended by a small garrison. It wasnoted for the
manufacture of cotton goods and wood-turnery. There were many
extensve and luxuriant gardens, and the soil was fertile and highly
cultivated. Thornton's Gazetteer, ii, 197-8.
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filled with dung in some parts. Outsde the city all round
thewall were the quartersof poor and low dass people  The
town was built by Shuja-ud-din Khan, father of Muzaffar
Khan, the lag Mudim Governor of Multan. The people
admired his snse of jugtice and love of building.

Mohan Lai tried to enter thetown, but was prevented by
the Sikh guards who suspected him as a spy of the British.
Mohan Lai changed his dothes and by putting on the dress
of alow dassman made hisway in. Hewasimpressed by the
dght of the bazars which intersected each other. There were
360 shaps richly provided with goods® The housss were three
or four dories high. The bes building was the Nawab's
palace, distinguished by a lofty cupola called Saman Burj.
Shujabad surpassed Bahawalpur both in beauty and deanliness
The Hindus formed the majority of the population. The
cultivators wereds Hindu Khatris, many of whom carried
on athrivingtradein Khorasan and Turkistan.?

His path now lay through a foret, and on the 15th
December he took a bird's eye view of the country by climbing

1" Thereisagood and well-supplied bazar " 1bid., 198.

2 Masson who visited this town a little before spesks with equal
admiration about it:—

"Shujah Kot, or Shujabad, is a congderable fortified town, and its
lofty battlements, irregularly built have a picturesque appearance. It has
a veay excdlent bazar, and is the seat of some cotton manufactures,
besdes being famous for itsturnersin wood. Thereis a small garrison,
and a fev guns are mounted on the walls. Near it are several good'
gardens, particularly onebearing the nameof Mozafar Khan. Thetown
gands in a highly cultivated tract, and for twoor three cosses tothe
south there were immense fidds of sugar-cane. The cotton-plant is also
abundantly grown." Masson, i, 394.
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up the gate of Skandarabad [ 8 miles north of Shujabad ].
At thisplace he met Jannat, the mother-in-law of Bahram
Khan Baluch, thehead of the Mazari tribe. They were notorious
banditti, and neither caravans nor travellers were safe in passing
through ther territory, lying between Mithankot and Shikar pur
on the right bank of the Indus. They plundered numerous
villages of Multan province, and had no fear of the Mirs of
Sind, whose subjects they were.  They had maltreated |brahim
Khan, the ambassador of Shah Kamran of Herat, who was
returning from Ludhiana with presents from the British
Government. A fight had taken place between the Mazaris
and the Skhs five months before, and Jannat had bean captured
asaprisoner of war. Ran]it Singh demanded twenty-five camds
as ransom, twenty of which had already been snt by Bahram
Khan. She was being taken to Mithankot, where she was to
be reeased on the recept of five camds more.  As Mohan L ai
had to pass through the Mazari country, he tried to win the
favour of Bahram Khan through Jannat. With the permisson
of the guards, he talked to her for along time and sympathised
with her in her misfortunes. He presented her with four rupees
and a slken waigt-coat.

On the 16th December, Mohan Lal reached Multan, but he
was detained two miles away from the city, as he could not be
allowed to enter without the permisson of Diwan Sawan Mai
who was out on tour. On the 20th December, on the arrival
of the Governor's orders; his agent Daya Ram waited on Mohan
Lal with an offering of Rs. 21 and a basket of oranges He
was provided with a house situated indde the Daulat Gate.
The same day, his cousn Radha Kishan who had accompanied
Mohan Lal from Delhi, and who had heped him in copying
his Journal, was taken ill with cholera, and died. From the
21¢ to the 31st December, Mohan Lal observed the days of
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mourning, and stayed at Multan till the end of January, 1836,
busy in cdlecting information regarding the trade and
commerce of the place!

I1. Observationson thetrade of Multan

Mohan Lal had frequent conversations with the Lohani
and Shikarpuri merchantswho carried on trade with Bokhara.
He explained to them the contents of the Bombay price
list and sent a copy of it to Diwan Sawan Mal. The merchants
were delighted to learn that a market would be established
at Mithankot, but they were anxiousto know how they were
going to be protected againg robbers, while sailing up and
down the river. They as wished to be informed of the
price of indigo which grew abundantly in the districts of
Multan.

Turkistan especialy the city of Bokhara, supplied Multan
with silk® of three kinds. Lab-i-Abi, Charkhi and Kolikari.

! Panjab Records, Book 107, pp. 17-35, dated Multan, 30th
January, 1836.

2 The slk manufactured at Multan could be had in all colours
and was "less ddicatein texture than the 'loongesst of Bhawulpoor" .
Ranjit Singh "encouraged their manufacture, snce he captured the city;
and by givmg no other doths at his court, has greatly increased their
consumption, and they are worn as sshes and sarfs by all the Sak
Srdars. They areas exported to Khorasan and India, and the duties
levied are moderate” Burnes, 111,111,

Regarding the trade of Multan Mason remarks.—" Multan is
said to have decreased in trade snce it fell into the hands of the Skhs,
yet its bazars continued well and reasonably supplied with all articles
of traffic and consumption. There are still numerous bankers, and
manufacturers of silk and cotton goods  1ts fabnes of shawls and lunghis
arc desrvedly esteemed, and its brocadesand tissuescompetewith those
of Bahawalpur. It still supplies a portion of its fabrics to the Lohani
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These slks were purchased in Bokhara at from 7 to 12 rupess
per ssx and sold at Multan at from Rs 10to 15. A camd
load, weighing sx and a half maunds, of the first kind of
silk cost at Bokhara 440 tillasor Rs. 2837/8, one tilla being
equal in value to about Rs. 6/7/- ( Nanakshahi).

From Bokhara, 15 days journey brought the merchants
to Khulam, where they paid one and a half tillas as duty
for each camd load. In two days the caravan reached
Haibak [ 40 miles] and they were charged onetilla per load.
Here they changed camds for ponies In Ghori village they
paid duties according to the Shariat—Chihal Yak or onerupee
for goods worth forty rupess At Doshi they were taxed
at the rate of 8 annas per load and at Khinjan one tillaa
load. Then crosing over the Hindu Kush they came to
Kaushan stuated in the territory of the Kabul Government.
After paying atax of two rupessaload they reached Sokhta
Chinar where they were charged only four annas for a guard.
After paying at Charikar at the rate of Rs. 2 per load, the
caravan entered Kabul.

At Kabul and Ghazni they paid the town duties amounting
to Rs. 200 on a camd load of slk and Rs 11 on that of

merchants of Afghanistan, and has an extensive foreign trade with the
regions west of thelndus." Mason, 1, 395.

Vigne says that Multan imported 700 maunds of raw slk from
Turkistan every year. |t was manufactured in 150 workshops. Oneman
could finish an ordinary pieceof silk 3 yards longand half ayard wide
in six days; but a piece of fine workmanship required sixteen days.
Vigne, 21-22.

The Imperial Gazetteer, xviii, 31, says—"The manufacture
of carpets has greatly fallen off. Multan is ssoond only to Amntsar
in the manufacture of silk, and over 40,000 yards of slk fabrics and
200,000 of silk and cotton mixturesare produced annually."
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fruits. The caravan then came to Dand [ about 40 miles].
Passng through Kotawaz or Naddi where a duty of one
rupee and four annas per load of commercial articles was
charged by Sulaiman Khail, they reached Kharoti. The
caravan, marching along the bank of the Gomal, arrived at
Kotki. After crossing the Sulaiman range the caravan got
to Maujgarh,' ruled over by Sarwar Khan Lohani who
charged Rs. 2/8/- aload, and who sometimes extorted large
aums of money from the merchants Travelling through
Zarkani [ 40 milesW. of Derah Ismail Khan] they came to
Daraband* [about 20 miles W. of Derah Ismail Khan]
where they left their families under the protection of Omar
K han, until they returned from their commercial excursions®

At Daraband the Lohanis were divided into three divisons.
Those going to Hindustan pursued their path through Derah
Ghazi Khan. Khangan, Bahawalpur, Bhatner, Hissar and
Delhi; toMultan they came via Kohari and Leiah ; andto
Amritsar through Derah Ismail Khan, Darya Khan [ 5 miles
£. of the Indus, opposteD. |. Khan ] and Asipur. At many
places beween Daraband and Multan, the caravan paid in
all 9rupess par came load ; while going straight to Bahawal-
pur they were charged a total of cusomsduties at the rate

! Thornton callsit Majgurra, situated 29 miles north-west of Derah
Ismail Khan at the foot of a difficult pass acrossthe Sulaiman Mountains.
Thornton, 11, 34.

Y1t was a small, ill-built place, and arendezvous of Lohani and
other caravans who sent their winter here in the mild climate and
luxuriant pastures. Thornton, ii, 172.

2 for vanous stages and their description from Ghazni to Derah
Ismail Khan se the Journal of Asgatic Society of Bengal, 1844, pp.
541-2.
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of Rs. 2/8/- aload. If there were no skirmishes on the road
20 marcheswould bring the caravan from Ghazni to Daraband
and 10 to Multan.

Besdes slk, many other cdoths were manufactured in
Multan.® Timur Shahi and Shuja Khani chintzesand indigo
were annually exported from Multan to Khorasan and
Turkistan worth Rs. 550,000. Sind imported from here
carpets and sk cloth amounting to Rs. 20,000 ayear. Silk
articles to the annual value of Rs. 30,000 were exported to
Amritsar, and chintzesworth Rs. 50,000 yearly to Hindustan.*

The imports of Multan from and through Afghanistan
were slk, isbang, majith, buzghung, girmiz, gul, guri, fruits,
asafetida, zira, mastgi, kahzaban and vinegar ; from Amritsar
English cloth, haldi, ginger, sugar and copper; from Hindustan
all sorts of English and Indian cloth, lakh, jast, tin, copper,
brass pot and kinati; from Shikarpur pearls; from Derah
Ghazi Khan opium, char as, sff, hungu and butter, and
from Dajal oil. The total value of all thee imports was
about Rs. 15,000 in a year.

The principal marts in the province of Multan were
Bahawalpur, Khairpur, Dcrah Ghazi Khan, Derah Ismail
Khan, Leiah, Shujabad and Mithankot ; and they had
commercial transactions with the merchants of Shikarpur,
Kandahar, Herat, Bokhara, Kabul, Peshawar, Amritsar, Sind

1 Mohan Lal givesa list of twenty kindsof cloth with their length,
breadth and prices.
Multan was also noted for carpets and embroidery. Vigne, 22.
Its principal manufactures were silk, cotton, shawls, lungis and brocade
tisues  Thornton, 11, 60.
! Multan alo produced 1500 maunds of tobacco every year. The
bes quality of it, red in colour, was sold for sx annas per seer, and
theinferior kinds were available from two to four annasa seer. Vigne, 22,
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and Hindustan. The trade of Multan was chiefly carried on
by Lohani and Shikarpuri merchants® It passd through
Talamba [ 25 miles£. of thejunction of the Ravi and Chenab,
on the banks of the Ravi ] for Amritsar, and via Shujabad
for Shikarpur, Sind, and Bahawalpur.

At Multan a cusgoms duty on slk was charged at the
rate of 8 annasa ssr on goods going out and 12 annas on
those coming in, on indigo Rs. 6/8/- per maund, on English
doth 7 per cent of the value, on broad-cloth 10 annasayard,
on spicss at the rate of &6, on cotton cloth Re. 1/5/- per
maund, on fruits from five to six rupess per camd load,
Rs. 2/- on a camd and Rs. 5/- per horse

The goods were carried on cames as they were cheaper
than mules, while bullock carts were of no use in the desert.
There was no practice of insurance. A hundi? sysem existed;
but it was adopted only by the merchants of Multan and
Amritsar. The hundi on slk cloth from Multan to Amritsar
amounted to Rs. 50 per maund, and on raw sk toRs. 17 a
maund; while the owner paid the duties of both places
The person who took charge of the goods bore the expense
of the road.?

Y In Multan therewereforty shroffs ( money-changers) who chiefly
belonged to Shikarpur. Burnes iii, I11.
1»Banking congtitutes a large proportion of the businessof Multan,
in which it has in some measure supplanted Shikarpoor; and the
prosperity of the town is in all reppects conddered on the increase”
Thornton, ii, 60.
2 Panjab Records, Book 107, pp. 5-16, dated Multan, the 30th
January, 183$.
On receipt of these papers Captain Wadein aletter to Lieutenant
Mackeson wrote:—
"The papers exhibit satisfactory proofs of his attention tothe
duties prescribed by my ingructions, but | request that when next
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12. Journal from Multan to Mithankot, 31st January
to 3rd March, 1836

During his stay at Multan, Mohan Lai came into dose
contact with Ram Das and Darya Khan the leaders of the
Shikarpuri and Lohani merchants respectivdy. These two
persons entertained Mohan Lai with a dinner and a dance on
the 30th January. The dancing-girls of Multan took greater
pains than those of Delhi at their performance, while they
were paid only one-third of the wages given in Delhi; but they
were inferior to their sgersof the Mughal capital in deicacy
of movement and the quality ot dress and ornaments.

Mohan Lal left Multan on the 314 January, and put upin
the garden of Lange Khan, one mile away from thecity. He
saw Diwan Sawan Mal on the 5th February at Quraishi,
14 miles distant. Mohan Lai remarksthat "thispart of the
country was theplace of robbers, but dnce the above person
has been appointed theruler of Multan, peaceand tranquillity
reign in its neighbouring districts” He further observes that
the Governor "was very much pleased when | told him that
the tranquillity which he has established in the territory of
Multan surpassd that of Hindustan, which is governed by a
body of law [ i.e. Englishmen." ]

writing to him you will inform him that adopting the desgnation of
"Poor Traveller" in addition to his own name in his official reportsis
not conssent with that propriety which ought to be observed in official
correpondence, and | dedre therefore that he will disuse it in his
future communications" Panjab Records, Book 103, Letter 13, dated
Ludhiana, 21s April, 1836.

For alist of manufactures of Multan se Panjab Records, Book
208, iii, pp. 347-50.

! Burnes says that though the Musims were not allowed in Multan
to say 'azan/ they frequented the mosques and suffered "no other
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On hisway to Mithankot, Mohan Lal visted Derah Ghazi
Khan, where he stayed from the 6th to the 17th February.
Derah Ghazi Khan® was formerly under the government of
Afghanisan. It was conquered by Ranjit Singh, but was
farmed to the Nawab of Bahawalpur. These changesand "the

inconvenience from their new maders, who afford every protection to
ther trade." Travds, iii, 118—9.

Mason noted that all the villages "under Sikh rule were more
flourishing in appearance than those under the Mahomedan government,
aswell as being much morecleanly." Masson, i. 30.

Speaking about the villages exclusively inhabited by the Mudims,
but placed under the Skh rule, he says—" The villages have an
appearance of greater comfort than those of Sang Ghar, evincing at least
the mildness and protecting influence of the Sikh government."  1bid; 37.

Referring to Sawan Mal he writes—" He is a popular rulei, and
many anecdotes are related of his liberality and indulgence even on
matters connected with religion. The Sikh authority over the conquered
provinces held by the Subahdar being firmly etablished, the administra-
tion is mild, owing partly, perhaps, to his personal character, and two
Skhs are located at every village and hamlet on the part of the
government. The peasantry make over a third of the produce of their
lands ; nether dothey complain " Ibtd; 308.

*'Heisathin man, with a good temper, and, for a native, a superior
expresson of countenance, and is said to have diginguished himsdf at
the taking of the city. His government was well-spoken of by the
Loham merchants who gave him an excdlent character for jugtice in
hisdealingswith them." Vigne, 23 "He was an oriental ruler of the
best type." Quoted by Chopra, 130.

LA letter of Mohan Lai dated at Derah Ghazi Khan, the 10th
February, 1836, giving an account of "Masud known by the name of
Farid Shakarganj or Shakarbar,” was published in the Journal of the
Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1836, pp. 635-8.

! Mason, while crossing the Indus near Derah Ghazi Khan,
observed numerous "tracks of tigers, which, from such tokens, must be
very common, although they arc sddom sen, and | learned, sddom do
harm." Mason, i, 31.
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avidity and extortion of Bahawal Khan"' had caused the
dedine of the trade of this place’ There were only' three
Shikarpuri merchants, named Adah Das, Dwarka Das and
Sewa Ram. They maintained commercial reations with
Bahawalpur, Khangar,> Dajal, Mithankot, Shikarpur,
Kandahar, Kabul, Sangar,® and especially Multan.

Indigo was the chief product of Derah Ghgfd Khan. It was
grown here to the quantity of 13,000 maunds. Twenty-five
maunds of it was required for local consumption, and the
res was exported. When cheapest it could be Sought from
Rs. 25 to Rs. 30 pa maund, and when deares it fetched
Rs. 150. At the time of Mohan Lai's vist it was sold for
Rs. 55 a maund. In the previous year 1500 camd-loads of
indigo, each load being worth Rs. 500, had been exported to
Khorasan, where it was sold at the rate of Rs. 60 per maund.
The government took from the cultivators from %2 to ¥4 of the
grassproduce.

! of. Mason, i, 33.

2For a detailed account of the trade of Derah Ghazi Khan by
Major Leech se Panjab Records, Book 108, lii, Letter 76, pp. 377-85.
Regarding trade Masson remarks.—" The bazars, with no pretensons
to appearance, or even deanliness, were iU capacious, and well supplied,
and the merchantscarried on good trade, Derabeing one of thecommer-
cial marts visted by the Lohani merchantsof Afghanistan, while it does
good busnesswith theimmediately adjacent parts.” Mason, i, 32.

"There are three villages of the same name; one on the right
bank of the Chenab on theroute from Shujabad to Derah Ghazi Khan .
the other on the right bank of the Panjnad river 24 miles from its
confluence with the Indus ; and thethird in the desert 80 miles south of
Bahawalpur. cf. Thornton, i, 378.

4A fort, town and district, situated among the mountains of the
same nameson theroute from Derajat to Baluchisan. Thornton, i, 154.

* A town in Sind stuated 12 miles south-east of Rohri on the
routeto Jaisalmir. It carried ontradewith Marwar. Thornton, i, 170,
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The imports of Derah Ghazi Khan were English cloth such
ascambric, chintz, long-cloth, mudin, buk, nainsukh, worth
Rs. i.000 a year. The merchants brought this cloth from
Bahawalpur, and after paying the town duties, they had a
net profit of Rs. 250. Mohan L al, suggested that the English
atlas which was s0ld at Delhi at two rupessayard could easly
beat the daryai of Derah sdling there at Rs. 3 ayard, though
it wasinferior in quality.’

On the 18th February, Mohan Lal pased through Bela,
Dalana [ 20 milesW. of D. G. Khan ] and Maujgarh, situated
under the Sakhi Sarwar hill, all of which had the mines of
the Multani matti. It was both white and yelow, and could
be bought 15 maunds to the rupee. It was sold in Delhi at
therate of two rupess per maund.

On the 23rd February, near Rajanpur [ 65 miles S. of
Dalana], Mohan Lal was passing through a desolate part of
the country, when he perceived some Mazari robbers lying
in wait for him. But on behalding five Skh horsemen accom-
panying him, they immediately disappeared.

The Baluches generally fought with thesword and could
not ue guns on horseback like the Skhs. They preferred
mares for riding to horses The reason asigned was that a
mare did not raisean alarm by neighing when they went on
plundering expeditions, and that it could bear greater heat.

! Panjab Records, Book 107, pp. 38-42. The bazars of Derah
Ghazi Khan contained 1600 shops of which 530 were engaged in weaving
and sdling cloth. The important manufactures were silk, cotton and
mixed fabrics. Thornton, i, 163.

For a lig of the manufactures of Derah Ghazi Khan se Panjab
Records, Book 108, iii, pp. 341-2. Alsocf. Imperial Gazetteer of India,
si, 255,



OQOMMVERO AL AGENT ON THE | NDUS 83

Mohan Lai reached Mithankot [ 10 miles S. of Rajanpur ]
on the 26th February, and stayed there till the 3rd March.
These days were pased in " extreme alarm ; all the inhabitants
were ready with fear to receive the attack of the Biloches
of the Bugti tribe; they were all armed as | heard and were
15,000 in number". The Bugtishad already attacked Amarkot
[ 17 milesS. W. of Mithankot | defeated the Sikh officer, who
had lost 50 soldiers, while the Bugtis lost only two men, and
they had carried away 7,000 cows and shegp. There were only
10 Skh soldiersat Mithankot, and on account of absolutely
insufficient defence the people kept a watch the whole night
sitting on the roofs of ther housss "Weads did the same
bearing the gunsin our hands"*

13. Journal from Mithankot to Shikarpur, 4th to
12th March, 1836

Mohan Lal journeyed from Mithankot to Shikarpur along
the right bank of the Indus, passing through the territory
of the Mazaris, and made interesting observationson itstrade
and products, and the mannersand cusgoms of the Baluches
together with his reception by Bahram Khan, the Mazari
Chief. He a0 dexribed the difficulties to which he was
exposed on the way on account of the predatory habits of
these Baluches.

The dangers of the road compeled Mohan Lai to send his
luggage and horsss to Ahmadpur, and he left Mithankot in
the digguise of a common beggar on the 4th March. At
Amarkot he joined a group of 22 pesons, and reached Rojhan,
11 miles digtant.® It was extremely hot, and no water was

! Panjab Records, Book 107, pp. 49-68, dated Mithankot, 3rd March,
1836.

! Mason had visited this place alittle earlier. Hesays:—"There
were here two cagtles, or rather villages, endosad within walls. Fields
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available on the way except in the villages of Badli and
Derah Dildar. Mohan Lai passed on his way the ste of the
battle between Bugtis and Skhs He found the earth red
with blood, and fingers and rags from the turbans of the Skhs
lying scattered here and there, and on bushes and twigs of
tamarisk trees The Bugtis, the mogt ferodous of the
Baluch tribes, lived on the other sde of a hill called Roh or
Takkar.

Mohan Lai noted that multiplicity of wives did not exist
among the Mazaris, and one could marry at acogt of only
sx rupess. Each family posesed many herds of cattle.
They lived in small tents called Khirgabs, made of weads and
ocoarse blankets. They were skilled in fighting with swords
Their women were hospitable. "When they fight, the women
run from the distant hamlets with jarsof water which they
give to thewarriors both of the enemy and of their own sde”
The men were addicted to drinking bhang.*

On the 12th March Mohan Lai approached the seat of
government of Mir Bahrain Khan, the Mazari chief. He was
afraid le he might be attacked or detained, so he wanted to
play a trick on him. Hewrote to him that hewas a Brahmin
from Hindustan, and in the service of an Englishman. He
drew a sdlary of Rs. 20 per mensam, and was on sSx months
leave. Four months he had already spent at Multan where he

of bajaraand cotton were around them. Thewater, of very indifferent
taste, was procured, and in small quantity only, from a series of shallow
wdls, or pits, under the walls of one of the cagles. The inhabitants,
or the chief of the village and his dansmen, were not disposed to be
very civil, and on adight occason ssamed anxious to pick a quarre
with the men of theK afila." Mason, i, 351-2.

! "Besides eating their meals and smoking tobacco, they did little
but drink bang and intoxicate themsdves" Masson, i, 366,
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was detained by the death of his younger brother ; and two
months were hardly sufficent to return home from Shikarpur
by the other route. So he wanted to pass both ways, going
and coming, through his country. He dstated another cause
why he could not go back by the left bank of the Indus. His
unde who was in the service of aBahawalpur chief had
accompanied Shah Shuja, without his master's permisson, to
Shikarpur, where he died. He was going there to fetch his
family and could not go back by that route for fear of
molestation from the chigf. Bahram Khan was satisfied, and
he gave him a suitable guard who conducted him safely across
theboundary of the Mazari country.

At Badhari Mohan Lal entered theterritory of Buldis, from
where he proceeded to Shikarpur under the guidance of Sayyid
Mir Shahbaz Ali Shah, aresdent of Chak, a village on the left
bank of the Indus, about 20 kosfrom Ahmadpur. Shahbaz Ali
was accompanied by five followers four of whom rode on two
camds and the fifth on horsback. On approaching a
village or town the camd men sang the praises of Muhammad
and the people ran to the Sayyid, kissed his fest and girrups,
and many who failed to reach him through the crowd bowed to
him on the ground. " The Buldis aswell as Mazaris afterwards
said to us at the villages that we were under the protection
of azorawar or powerful man or dse we would fed the taste
of coming through the country of shers or tigers™

! Fanjab Records Book 107, pp. 79-103, dated Shikarpur, the 25th
March, 1836.

Mohan Lai's report againg the depredations of the Mazaris,
attracted the attention of Sr William Macnaghten, Secretary to the
Government of India, who instructed Alexander Burnes then on a
misson to Hyderabad, to check this evil. He wrote: "One object
therefore of your visit to Hyderabad mugt be to induce the Ameersto
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14. Trade of Shikarpur

Mohan L ai reached Shikarpur on the 12 th March and left
it on the 25th March. Hesaysthat Shikarpur could not rival
Bahawalpur, Multan or Derah Ghazi Khan intrade; but it
could be proud of a "race of people who conduct a smart and
progperous trade in Afghanistan, Khorasan, Turkistan, and
part of Persa”' It could not boast of any manufacture; but
it was the junction of many traderoutes. Herat, Kandahar,
Shal (Quetta) and Kalat wereitswestern marts, and Bombay
and Hyderabad wereits southern emporia.

The agents of Shikar puri merchants, especially of Gangaram,
wer e established in Hyderabad, Bombay, Jaipur, Bahawalpur,
Amritsar, Multan, Derah Ghazi Khan, Derah Ismail Khan,
Peshawar, Kabul, Qanduz, Khulam, Balkh, Bokhara, Meshad,

adopt borne effectual measures to prevent the Muiarucs from in any way
molesting the boats pasing up or down the River."

Panjab Records Book 107, Letter 17, dated Fort William, the 5th
September, 1836.

! The same observations arc made by Mason, who writes—
"This city, renowned for its wealth, is particularly cdebrated for its
Hindu bankers and money dealers, whose connections are ramified
throughout the countries of Central Asa, and of Western India. Itis
epecialy the home of these people, where their families arc fixed, and
where are detained those of gomadsahs, or agents, located in foreign
countries”" Mason, 1, 353.

About the people of thiscity he says —"The character of the
Mahomedan population is not good ; the men arereputed ignorant and
crafty, contentiousand cowardly The Hindusare, asHinduseverywhere
dse intent upon gain by any manner or means, and the females of their
community are universally affirmed to be licentious and lewd"
ibid;  337.
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Herat, Ssan and Kandahar, where they collected immense
riches by trade. There was no cusom of insurance on account
of the unsettled condition of the country.!

! Panjab Records Book 107, Letter 4, dated Shikarpur, the 25th
Match, 1836. Thornton, 11, 191-4, sys that the character of the place was
thoroughly commercial, "amost every home having a shop attached to
it." Thetradeof Shikarpur proper wasnot extensive, but " banking and
other branches of monetary traffic congitute the more important
departments of the commercial operations' Their credit ood so high
that their billswere honoured "in every part of India and Central and
Western Asia, from Astracan to Calcutta”

For a detailed minute "on the commerceof Shikarpur and upper
Sinde' by Alexander Burncsdated at Bahawalpur, 6th May, 1837, se
Panjab Records, Book 108, ni, Letter 73, pp. 362-76.

The commerce of Shikarpur in 1841 was thus dexribed by
Pogtans:—

" Shikarpur recdves from Karachi, Marwar, Multan, Bahawalpur,
Khairpur, and Ludhiana, European piece-goods raw silk, Ivorv. cochineal,
ices of sorts, coarse cotton cloth, kxnkhabs, manufactured sk, sugar-
candy, coco-nuts metals, kirami ( groceries), drugs of sorts indigo and
other dyes, opium, and saffron , from Kachhi, Khorasan, and the north-
wedt, raw slk ( Turkestan ), various kinds of fruit, madder, turquoises,
antimony, medicinal herbs sulphur, alum, saffron, asafoetida, gums
cochineal, and horses The exports from Shikarpur are confined to the
tranamisson of goods to Khorasan through the Bolan Pass and a
tolerable trade with Kachhi ( Bagh, Gandava, Kotri, and Dadar ). They
congg of indigo (the mog important), henna, *neas of all kinds,
country coare and fine cloths, European piece-goods (chintzes etc.),
Multani coarse cloth, slks (manufactured ), groceries and spices raw
cotton, coarse sugar, opium, hemp-ssads shidds embroidered horse
cdoths, and dry grains The revenue of Shikarpur derivable from
trade amounted in 1840 to Rs. 54,736, and other taxes and revenue
from lands beonging to the town, Rs. 16,645 making a total of
Rs. 71,381, which was divided among the Khairpur and Hyderabad
Talpur Mirs in the proportion of threesevenths and four-sevenths
respectively."

Imperial Gazetteer of India, xxii, 277.
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15. Journal from Shikarpur to Ahmadpur, 25th, March to
2nd April, 1836

Mohan Lal procesded on the 25th March from Shikarpur
to Ahmadpur along the left bank of the Indus. He came
to the ferry of Bhatar on the Indus in the company of
Vali Shah, the chief of Shikarpur. This precaution had bean
taken for fear of the Baluch robbers * who carried on their
depredations to the very gates of Shikarpur. Two days before
Mohan Lai's departurea Hindu coming from Rohri had been
shot dead by a Baluch robber, only 3 milesaway from Shikar-
pur. The unfortunate fdlow had nothing but afew pice in
his pocket, the cdothes which hewas wearing and a pony to
ride. Some ploughmen who had heard the sound of the gun,
and near whom the robber was pasing, arrested him, and
brought him to the magistrate. The robber acknowledged his
crime, but pleaded for pardon for his being a Sayyid. No
investigation was made to that effect, and the robber was
ordered to be acquitted after having been blackened in the
face, and paraded through the streets on an ass’

Hewasat Gotki' [ 6 milesfrom theleft bank of the Indus]
on the 27th March. He noticed that the Hindu Khatris
formed the majority of the population. Their women moved

1 While describing the method of plunder adopted by the Baluch
robbers, Mason says—" | was hardly yet aware that a Baloch generally
prefaces robbery by proposng exchange, or by begging some articles,
as the plunderer of the Afghan tribes near Kandahar firg aks his
victim if he hasany tobacco or snuff*.  Masson, i, 344-5.

* "Salyads arc hed in the greatest veneration, and many of them
leed mog hcentions lives. It is often remarked that a Saiyad may
commit any crimewith impunity". Masson, i, 379.

™ The vicinity is infamous on account of the predatory and
sanguinary character of itsinhabitants'. Thornton, i, 209.
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about unveiled, and had handsome features;, but they did
not posssss the delicacy which was common in Northern India.
Men and women both smoked and drank bhang. Their
smoking pipewastwo yardsin length. Marrying was not an
expensve affair, as one could get a wife for Rs. 100. Fish
was the favourite dish of the people. At a village named
Malik, he observed a Sindian dance, held to cdebrate a
marriage. An old man was beatingadrum, and the women
who were not particular abut concedling their faces were
dancing in acircle. "The dance was exhibited in the form
of the Europeans, but only differed in one thing that the men
did not help the women when they were making the circle
by dance, as | had observed in the Governor-General's house
in Calcutta."

He reached Sabzalkot [ 27 miles cas of Gotki] on the
29th March. It had many gates four of which had fallen
into decay for want of repairs. In one of the gates, Mohan
Lai found agun facing Bahawalpur. He wanted to measure
it without exciting the suspicion of the guard. By way of
agonishment heenquired what it was Theguard asked him
towhat country he bdonged. Mohan Lai replied that hewas
aHazara. He was told that it wasacannon. "To increase
their agonishment, | began tolook and fed it so wonderfully
that they did not atleas suspect me when | measured it.
The gun was about 7 sans in length and half of it in
diameter " *

! Sabzalkot formed the western boundary of Bahawalpur State;
but the Nawab had been digposessd of this district along with
that of Bhungara by the Mirs of Sind. Both these dibtncts were
resored to him by the Bntish Government at the time of the annexation
of Sind, "as a reward for the Nawab'b fiddity". Shahamat Ali's
Bahawalpur, p. ix.
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On the 2nd April Mohan L ai reached Ahmadpur® [ 30 miles
S. W. of Bahawalpur ], the place of resdence of the Nawab
as wel as Lieutenant Mackeson. From Shikarpur to this
place, a digtance of nine marches he had travelled in a poor
dress riding on a lean pony without a saddle and girrups.
Mackeson's servants could not recognize him, and they
rfused him admittance at firs. The same day he was
attacked with sore gyes, but on washing them with sugar-candy
he wasall right again.*

16. Nawab Bahawal Khan killshis Minister,
20th April, 1836

In aletter from Ahmadpur, Mohan Lai reported the news
of the death of a Miniser, Muhammad Yaqub. He was
suspected by the Nawab of intriguing with the Mirsof Sind,
and of planning to poison him. In his court, he enquired of
Imam Shah of Multan, Sheran Khan and Khwajah Sahib,

"1 reached Sabzal Kot, observing it to be a walled town. | entered
bv one gate, and walking through the bazar, went out bv the other
1 understood that the town had declined in consequence, still it
exhibited some activity in its trade. Beinga frontier town, thereisa
small garrison, and three gun-, are mounted on the ramparts". Masson,
1, 376 cf. Burnes, iii, 278 ; Hough, 13.

! There were two places, Bara Ahmadpur and Chhota Ahmadpur.
Hard Ahmadpur rose from a cantonment to "an extensive and commer-
cial town, ah well asthe principal residence of the Khan". It stood on
the bolder of the desert The houses of the people were "generally
mean" ; but the palace of the Nawab and the gardens were good.
Masson, 1, 22.

Chhota Ahmadpur wasa town of considerable size surrounded by a
mud wall. It had agood bazar, and many fortified brick-built buildings,
detached from one another. It was the frontier town towards Sind,
and it had a garrison of 350 men with six guns. Ibid, 23.

'Panjab Records, Book 107, pp. 105-21, dated at Ahmadpur,
5th April, 1836.
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what punishment should be meted out to a didoyal servant.
The ansver was "he mugt be ssverdy chadised”. The Khan
ordeied Abddul Qadir Shah and Haidar Shah to arrest
Muhammad Yaqub and put him to death. He was sazed
and dragged barefoot through the bazar to the place of
execution. Munshi Salamat Rai, however, advised the Khan
to postpone the execution for some time, but suggesed
imprisonment and confiscation of his property. The Nawab
placed him under the guard of Captain Prem Singh. The
Minigter's friends Muhammad Qayam, Allah Bachaya, Khuda
Yar and Muhammad Bakhsh were imprisoned in the
fort. Muhammad Yaqub was then poisoned and his body
was t{]rown into "a cave of some old tomb out of the
city".

17. Report about Furni'sinjuries, 22nd April, 183b

Josph Furni, an ltalian, was travelling from the Panjab
to Egypt via Bahawalpur and Sind. When he came near
Bahawalpur, he was attacked by thieves and was dightly
wounded. At Ahmadpur, he receved a present of one
hundred rupess and daily provisons from the Khan. One
of the Khan's servants brought him a blank piece of paper,
and requested him to write his name on it. On the other
sde of the paper the Nawab wrote aletter in Persan from
Furni to Wade saying that when he was staying in the Goth
of Nur Muhammad Daud Potra near Bahawalpur, he was
attacked in the night by some thieves who did not sucossd
in gealing anything, and that the rumour of his being wounded
was absolutdy false  This letter was again  brought to Furni
with the request to write that he had "left Ahmadpur with

“Panjab Records, Book 106, 11, Letter 77, p. 189, dated Ahmad-
pur, 20th April, 1836.
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his mat and jan without any loss." Furni gave this letter
to Mohan Lai to read, and on Mohan Lai'sinforming him what
it contained, Furni told the Nawab's agent that he had never
asked that letter to be written. , Thereupon the man seized
the letter and gave it to his servant who ran away with it
instantly. All thiswas intimated by Mohan Lal to Mackeson,
adding, "he lived in your house and partook of dinner
separately every day. Hehas left all his medicine chestsin
your house".*

18. At Bahawalpur, from April to July, 1836

On his arrival at Bahawalpur, Mohan Lai was ordered to
stay there as Mackeson was away to Ludhiana where he
remained till the 30th November owing toill health. The first
duty he performed at this court was to deliver aletter from
the supreme government to Nawab Muhammad Bahawal Khan,
announcing the assumption of the Governor-Generalship of
India by Lord Auckland. It was received with a formal
ceremony. The Nawab held a court which was attended by all
the high officials and noted chiefs. A salute was fired when
Mohan Lal entered the paace with the letter. The Nawab
took the letter respectfully, kissed it, touched it to his eyes,
and then read out its contents loudly.

Soon afterwards Mohan Lal wes caled upon to settle
certain disputes between the subjects of the governments of
Lahore and Bahawalpur and to secure the preservation of
order on the line of navigation between Bahawalpur and
Mithankot.*

! Panjab Records, Book 106, ii. Letter 78, p 194, dated Ahmadpur,
the 22nd April, 1836.

! Travels, 47 In an article entitled "A brief account of the
origin of the Daud Putras, and of the power and birth of Bahawal
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19. Mozart attack on Mithankot, July, 1836

The Mazaris attacked Mithankot, defeated the Sikh
garrison, and acquired a large booty. They, however, lost
their commander Dost Ali Khan, son of Bahrain Khan, the
Mazari Chief. "Thisyoung man,” wrote Mohan Lai, "was
the most cdever, civil, brave, and sobe in digpostion among
the whole tribe of the Mazaris. Hewasagreat friend of mine,
and kind to me when | saw him with his father Bhairam Khan
during my latejourney to Shikarpur." The Skh soldiersthen
marched to Mithankot to establish peaceand order there, and
Sawan M ai also left Multan in that direction.*

Khan, their chief, on the bank of the Ghara and Indus," published in
the Journal of the Adatic Society of Bengal, 1838, pp. 27-33, Mohan L ai
writesabout Nawab Muhammad Bahawal Khan: —" | tisnearly 13 years
snce Sadag Khan died and his son, the present chigf Muhammad
Bahawal Khan, killed and imprisoned all his undes and brothers and
made himsdf the owner of the country. In the beginning he was smitten
with pleasures and took very little notice of public affairs. Thelion of
the Fanjab embraced a favorable opportunity and deprived the weak
Khan of hishereditary rights, which hisenterprising ancestorshad secured
in the countries of Multan and Kachhi. The land which he holds now
yields him six lacs of rupees per year, and all histreasures, which amount
to five millions, are deposted in the fort of Pilawar. He has a despotic
character and is addicted to every kind of luxury. He does not neglect
all sorts of assigance to the British authorities for the navigation of the
Indus, and isthefirst and bes of our alies on that river. He is very
fond of hunting, the accounts of which he kegps and compares
with those of his father, to know whether he or his ancegors killed
mog game.”

! Panjab Records, Book 107, Letter 7. dated Jalalpur, the 24th
July. 1836.



CHAPTER V

ON THE KABUL MISSION OF BURNES
1837-1838

1. Mohan Lal JoinsBurnes'sMission February, 1837

Early in Augus, 1836, Mohan Lal fell ill, and was confined
to bed in Multan for nearly four months® About the end of
November, he recdved orders immediately to join Captain
Alexander Burnes® asdgtant to the Resident in Cutch, in
charge of a "Commerciad Misson" to Kabul,® at Hyderabad
(Sind).

Mohan Lal left Multan on the 1¢ December, and managed
to pass safely through the Mazari country at atime when

B Panjab Records, Book 103, Letter 51, Mackeson to Wade, date
"Camp on the Sutlej," 24th December, 1836. Mohan Lai felt so
worried over his protracted illness that he applied for a transfer from
these quarters.

2 Durand says that "the choice of Burnes for a Mission" was
"unfortunate." " A man of inordinate ambition, but of average abiht>
and shallow acquirements and wanting in self-control, Burnes was not
possessed  of the qualifications essential to success” The First Afghan
War, 34.

Itis rather interesting to remark that whereas Durand holdsa
poor opinion of Burnes, Vincent Eyre is equally strong in praise ot
him. He was "to the State not only one of its bravest and most
intelligent officers, but a man who for honesty of purpose and soundness
of judgment, | may boldly aver, could not be surpassed * Malleson, 84.

2" Nominally commercial, the mission was in fact one of political
discovery, and its real object wasto sound the state of affairs in the
countries to which it was deputed." Durand, 39. Also "to make peace
between Dost Muhammad and the Maharaia of the Panjab." Sykes,:,
402,
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this tribe was at war with the Skhs He came down the
river to a village near Chachar on the eas bank of the Indus
opposte to Mithankot, Stuated in the territory of Bahawalpur.
Here he recaived intimation that the Nawab, who then lay
encamped at Khanpur,! desred to s him. Mohan Lai
left his luggage in the boat, and met the Nawab who detained
him for a fev days. He was ill here when the news arrived
that his boat had caught fire, and all his private and public
property had been reduced to ashes and that his friend Jugal
Kishore had log hislife. In February, 1837, at Hyderabad
he joined the Misdon, condging of Captain Alexander Burnes,
the leader of the Misson, Major Leech of the Bombay
Engineers, Lieutenant Wood? and Nourozjec Furdoonjee’

On the 16th March they interviewed Mir Rusam Khan
of Khairpur, who gave them awarm welcome in oppostion
to the wishes of his brothers, Mir Ali Murad Khan and Mir

! Khanpur, stuated on anavigable canal from the Panjnad, carried
on aflourishing trade with the neighbouring places It had formerly
been protected by a mud fort 200 yardslong and 120 yards broad then in
ruine. cf. Mason, 1, 380; Conolly, 11 282.

! Lieutenant John Wood (1811—1871) joined the naval service of the
Eagt India Company in 1826 In 18356, he commanded the company's
first vesd, theIndus, inthe navigation of the Indus river. Hewrote
" A Personal Narrative of a Journey to the Source of the Oxus" in 1841.
In 1858, he was appointed Manager of the Oriental Steam Navigation
Company in Sind. He became Superintendent of the Indus steam flotilla
in 1861. Hedied in Sind on November 13, 1871. cf. Buckland, 460.

3 BurnessCabool, 42 After the battle of Jamrud in 1837, in which
Dos Muhammad had failed to recover Peshawar, the Amir wrote to
Lord Auckland to fix the Indus as the boundary line between his
country and that of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. The Governor-General
rfusd to interfee with the Maharaja, but promised to depute an
English agent to dissuss matters with him. Consequently, Burness
Misson wassent. cf. Sykes 1, 398 ; Kaye, i, 170.
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Mubarik Khan. At this place they were joined by Dr. Lord*
from Bombay. Here they sent a few days in collecting
commercial and geographical information.

2. Report on thetrade of Khairpur

Mohan Lai conducted independent inquiries into the
subject and submitted an elaborate report on the trade of
Khairpur." He recorded that the trade of Khairpur had
decdlined during the previous 14 years in consquence of
various duties imposad by numerous descendants and relatives
of the Chief, who owned many villages along the road. The
merchants of Herat, Farah, Kandahar and Kalat passd
through Khairpur on their way to Pali® and Hyderabad.
Previoudy a sum varying from Rs. 7,000 to Rs. 10,000 per year
was raised as cugoms duties, but the income from this source
had been reduced to amounts varying from Rs. 500 to Rs.
1,100. English goods imported from Bombay and Hindustan
through Bhatner and Bahawalpur to the value of Rs. 18,000,
also, had decreassd to between Rs. 7,000 and Rs. 13,000.
On the occason of amarriagein the Mir'sfamily an additional
Rs. 3,000 worth of English goodswere purchased.  Lead, tin,
oices esoes etc. to the amount of Rs. 6,000 annually were
imported from Bombay through Pali and Hyderabad. All
these imports fetched a net profit of 22 to the merchants of
Khairpur.

! Percival Barton Lord (1808—1840) obtained the M. B. degree
of the Dublin University in 1832. He came to Bombay in 1834, and
was appointed assgant surgeon. He acquired a congderable knowledge
of Persan, and was therefore appointed as surgeon on Burness Misson.
Dictionary of National Biography.

Y Khairpur issituated about 15 mileseast of the Indus’ Oriqi}nally
a military cantonment, it became the seat of the chief Amirs of Upper
Sind. Masson, i, 363 ; Conally, ii. 255 ; Burnes;iii, 273 ; Havelock, i, 130.

2" palliain Sinde, a small town on theroutefrom Cutch to Hydera-
bad, and ninety miles south-east of the latter'place. Thornton, ii, 92.
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In the upper portions of the Khairpur territory, extending
from Sabzalkot to Nowshera and from Amarkot to Shikarpur,
the most important product was cotton which was exported to
thevalue of Rs. 50,000 per annum. It sold at a price ranging
from Rs. 9 to Rs 10 per maund. If the brigandage was
suppresed and some  encouragement given by the rulers,
double the sum could be realized from this source

Some cotton reserved for home consumption was spun
into thread particularly at Khairpur, Koda,! Gambat* and
Ranipur.! It was manufactured into cloth of various kinds
such as sarishaf, lungi, jori, khes, lihaf and susi of many
sorts. At Khairpur alone there were as many as 80 manu-
facturers. The price of lungis varied from sx annas to two
rupessand eight annas. A duty of Rs. 5 per load was charged
on lungis. All these exports from Khairpur to Alayar Tanda®
and Adam Khan ka Tanda® from where they were snt to
Thatta® and Karachi amounted to Rs. 20,000 or nearly 400

L For Major Leech's reporton thetrade of Ranipur, Gambat and
Koda sec Panjab Records, Book 108, in, Letter 74.

2 Gambat was noted for bed-covers called khes Imperial Gazetteer
of India, xv, 213.

3 A manufacturing town in Sind, 45 miles south-west of Hyderabad
"The cotton manufactures here were formerly extensive and in high
repute, but have latterly much decayed." Thornton, ii, 149. A great
fair was held here annually. Imperial Gazetteer, xv, 214.

“A town in Sind, 20 miles E. of Hyderabad, situated at the
intersection of two great routes, one from Hyderabad eastward and
theother from Cutch to Upper Sind and the Panjab, noted for manufac-
turesin cotton and in dyeing. Thornton, 1, 52.

“ A village in Sind, 50 miles N. E. of Shikarpur, and 12 miles from
theleft bank of the Indus. Thornton, 1, 3.

*« An old town of repute situated close tothe vertex of the delta
of the Indus, 3 mileswest of theright bank of the river,

7



98 LIFE AND WORK OF MOHAN LAL

bales From Karachi theimportsin return werevarious kinds
of Indian and English goods, from Thatta, chautara, dautara,
garbi, daryai, bochhan and lungis made from a mixture of
lace, slk and thread, and from Alayar uncoloured silk bought
at Rs 9per sa. All thee articles amounted to the value
of Rs. 5,000 annually, fetching a net profit of about 6%.

Another commodity which was extensively cultivated in
the Khairpur territory was indigo, about 50 camel-loads of
which were annually exported to Karachi, from whereit was
shipped off to Bombay and Muscat. Sometimes a small
quantity of it was sent to Kandahar. The price of indigo
varied from year toyear. Atthat timeit was sold at from
Rs. 40 to 70 per maund, and in Bombay brought a profit
from Rs. 12 to 15 a maund.

Sakur® or manin, the fruit of tamarisk trees which grew in
abundance in Snd egecially along the banks of the Indus,
was usd in dyeing cloth ; and large quantities of it were
exported to the Panjab and Hyderabad, whence it was shipped
to Iran.

Woollen goods such as carpets, bags, cloaks and ropes
were manufactured in Khairpur amounting in value to not
more than Rs. 700 a year. Its exports could consderably
increase if wool were gathered from Baluch tribes living on'
the right bank of the Indus. Kalat was very rich in the
supply of wool, and it could export it to the value of
Rs. 10,000. The Khan had, however, imposad redrictions
on its <e to foreign traders. Wool sold there formerly at
twenty sars to the rupee ; but at this timeit was sdling at the
rate of saven srs

Y|t was s0d at therateof Re. 1/8/- per maund. Panjab Records,
Book 108, iii. Letter 76, p. 342.
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Khairpur supplied Kandahar with unwashed coar<ecloth,
chintz and hides amounting in valueto Rs. 600 a year, and
inreturn imported fruits, carpets, vinegar, shirkhisht, svords
and horses

Bahawalpur, Multan and Derah Ghazi Khan supplied
Khairpur lungis, khes, timur shahi, chintz, susi, daryai, and
silken garhi, to the annual value of Rs. 7,000, on which a
net profit of 6% was obtained. From Pali were imported
slver and gilt-riband, lace, musk and camphor amounting
toa value of Rs. 4,000 yearly, with a profit of about 15%.
The goods from Pali to Khairpur passed through Jaisalmir,
Gotaro and Sangram.

Gotki produced opium of fine quality to the extent of
25 maunds a year. It fetiched a price of Rs 12 pa =,
while the opium of Shikarpur and Nari was sod at Rs. 5a
s. Half of this quantity was consumed in Khairpur, and
the rest was exported to Hyderabad.

The merchantsof Khairpur maintained commercial inter-
course with various marts such as Hyderabad, Thatta,
Bombay, Pali, Jaisalmir, Bahawalpur, Multan, Derah Ghazi
Khan, Shikarpur, Kalat and Kandahar; but they did not
adopt the cusom of insurance. The bankers charged a commis
son at therate of 1% on hundis payableat Shikarpur.*

3. Observationson thetrade of Bahawal pur
Sailing in boats along the Indus and the Sutlej, the Misson
reached Ahmadpur, where they were wdcomed by Nawab

! Panjab Records Book 108, iii Letter 75 According to the
Imperial Gazetteer of India, the manufactures of Khairpur comprised
cotton sheats dlk fabrics, slver wares, lacquered wood-work, leather
goods, svords and matchlocks. The chief exports were cotton, wool,
grain, indigo, hidesand tobacco.
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Bahawal Khan. Thence they procesded overland to Bahawal-
pur to make enquiries regarding the trade of the place
Mohan Lal prepared hisreport on the subject, which dlicited
great approbation from Alexander Burnes?

Bahawalpur was noted for many kinds of fruits, especially
apples sdling at 8 annas per maund,® mangoes at Rs 5 a
maund, and oranges from Rs. 3 to 4 per maund.®

It was cdebrated for its slk fabrics* There were about 300
workshops of weavers. Each workshop prepared six pairs of
lungis in amonth. A lungi, 9yards in length, could behad
at from Rs 10 to 300 per piece The slken lungis of a
superior quality were of three kinds; the firs, with a golden
border, was sold at from Rs. 20to 300 ; the second, with a
slver edge at from Rs. 20t060; and the third, with green
and yelow dlk border at from Rs. 7to30. The lungis and
gulbadans were exported to Khorasan and other placesto the
annual value of Rs 80,000. Coarse cotton cloth was sold
at aprice of from 4 to 14 yards for arupee. On slk goods
was charged a cugoms duty at the rate of 1}%. Silk was
imported from Khorasan. It was of various kinds. Thefirs
was 0ld at Rs. 40 per ssr, seoond at Rs. 32, third at Rs. 19,

! Alexander Burnes forwarded it to the Governor-General with the
remarks —" I n forwardingit to His Lordship in Council it has appeared
to me that | am transmitting not only a highly creditable specimen
of attainments on the part of an Adatic, but at the sametime a very
ussful public document.”

Panjab Records, Book 108, Letter 26, dated Kalabagh, the 20th
July, 1837.

' A maund was 40 pakka sers, each ser weighing 84 tolas.

2 Among fruits which flourish in this climate are pomegranates,
apples, mulberry, peach, grapes, lemons, oranges mangoes, and aloocha.”

Shahamat Ali's Bahawalpur, x.
4 "Bhawalpoor is cdebrated for the manufacture of loongess for
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fourthat Rs. 16, and fifth at Rs. 12. It was taxed at the
rate of Rs. 4 amaund, while the expenses of the road amounted
to Rs. 9 per maund.

English thread® was imported from Bombay through Pali,
andaduty of 1% wasleviedonit.

Grain, fruits, vegetables and other supplies were sold at
following rates:—

Rice .. Rs.3to Rs. 5 per maund.
Butter .. Rs. 10

Gur ee Re 18toRs. 2,
Wheat ee Annas13to 15 .
Barley m From 1} annas

Gram .. Re 1/4/-

Sesame Rs. 2/10/8

Moth ee Re 18-

Mash .. Re 15-

M3ung .. Rs.2/-

Jawar .. Annasn|to 12 )
Bajra . . 1210 14% N
Sarshaf .. Rs.2/10/to Rs. 3/4/-
Adas .. Re 1/4/- ‘
Radish .. 31to 4 s for apice
Sunyua .. 12to16 , "
Carrots e 2103 b4

garfs and turbans, made by Hindoo weavers, who are numerous here.
There are a0 manufacturesof chintzesand other cottons, of the total
annual value of 520,000 rupees" Thornton, 1,105.

1| ungessand sk goods manufactured at Bahawalpur are much
usd. Englibh chintzand other cloth are asoin common use but not
universally " Shahamat All'sBahawalpur, xxi.

For a libt of the foreign manufactures at Bahawalpur see

Panjab Records, Book 108, lii, pp. 345-6.
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Cucumbers

4 seerstor a pice
Brinjals 2 "
Turnips 2 »
Onions 6%2 » "
Mdons 2 »
Water melons 4 »
Lemons 2to4
Dates 4t08
Citrons 1 » .
Grapes 6to9 . rupee
Roses 12 to 14 p»

The total sum of revenue derived from soil, ferries and
cusoms housss of Bahawalpur amounted to from six to seven
lakhs of rupees per year.*

t"sugar and indigo are als produced abundantly, and are among
the daple articles, exported to foreign countries”  Shahamat All's
Bahawalpur, x.

"Potatoes do not yet appear to have been introduced"
Ibid, x-xi.

"Theprincipal exports arewheat, gram, indigo, dates, mangoes
and other fruit, wool, saltpetre, and the manufactured articles mentioned
above [ slk cloth and metal cupsetc]. Cloth and gur (unrefined sugar)
arethe chief imports.” Imperial Gazetteer of India.

1" The annual revenue isabout a million and a half of rupess'
Thornton, 1, 104.

The government took its share varying from one-third to onefifth
in kind when thegrain wasin stock.

Shahamat Ali's Bahawalpur, xi.

Shahamat Ali puts the gross income of the State at 14 lakhs
annually and expenditureat 9lakhs "Hence the yearly savingis five
lakhs, and the public treasury mugt therefore befull.”

The Bahawalpur rupee was valued by Shahamat Ali at " an anna
nd a half less than the Company's coin." Ibid;" xi
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4. Account of Kalabagh

Having stayed at Bahawalpur for a few days, the Misson
procesded in boats down the river to Uch,! the holy town
of the Mudims. They regained the Indus a little above
Chachar, and reached Mithankot, where they were joined by
the agents of Mahargja Ran jit Singh. They came to Derah
Ghazi Khan, fromwhere Dr.Lord, Major Leech and Mohan
Lai came to Multan, and they stayed there for afew days
Pasing through Derah Ismail Khan,® they arrived by the
middle of July at Kalabagh, where they were joined by
Mackeson, who came from Ludhiana to accompany them asfar
as Peshawar.

Mohan Lai observed that Kalabagh commanded "a mos
striking scenery which | cannot describe in any language”
The housss were built of gone and mud. The bazars were
0 narrow as hardly to allow passage totwo men walking
abreas. There were about 140 shops which were dosad at
nightfall.

cf. Imperial Records, Political Department, 25th September, 1837,
No. qz; dated Kalabagh, the 20th July, 1837.

Shahamat All's note on the trade of Bahawalpur dates that
wheat, nee, indigo, sugar and slk were the chief articles exported to
Rajputana, Sind, Bombay and Afghanigan. The imports congged of
English cloth and spices from the Panjab, and fruits and horses from
Afghanigtan.

The inland trade was chiefly earned on by land and to some
extent by water, and cames were the principal means of conveyance.
Pp. xxiii-xxiv.

! For Mohan Lai's description of " Uch-Sharif", see the Journal of
Asatic Society of Bengal, 1836, pp. 796-8.

1" Derah Ismail Khanis one of thegreates martson the Indus,
and an entrepot for the merchandize of India and Khorasan passngin
this direction. Few dtes have a greater commercial importance”
Mason, i, 39,
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Malak Alayar Awan was the chief of the place. He
collected Rs. 32,000 as annual revenues, and paid a tribute
of Rs. 10,000 per annum to Mahargja Ranjit Singh. He had
in his service a contingent of 200 horse and 200 foot.

There were 10 alum factories at Kalabagh and 200 at
Moch on the opposite bank. Each factory consumed fuel
of Rs. 4 per day. The wood for fuel was brought from Kachhi.
Alum was manufactured in huge loaves, each weighing two
maunds, and its price was eight annas only.

Salt was taken out from salt mines at twenty—one places.
The annual output wasworth Rs. 300,000. Half of the money
was paid to the labourers, one-third to the chief of the place,
and the remainder was the share of Mahargja Ranjit Singh.
Sdt was sold at a price of from 6 to 7 maunds to the rupee.
Recently the monopoly of the salt-mine had been given to
Raja Gulab Singh.

There were aso sulphur mines, but this fact was not
brought to the notice of Ranjit Singh, and the local chief
used it in the preparation of gunpowder.

The complexion of the people waspale, and they generaly
suffered from fever. "Nearly half of the population is subject
to goitre."*

5. Journey to Kabul
From Kalabagh they travelled by land to Attock, and on
the way met the Lahore forces under Raja Suchet Singh? going

! Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1838, pp. 25-27.

'Suchet Singh was the youngest of the three Dogra brothers,
serving in high capacities under the Mahargja "He was dso one of the
most polished courtiers of Lahore." He commanded a cavalry force.
G. L. Chopra, 158.
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to punish the IsaKhail tribe who carried on frequent plun-
dering raidsinto the Skh territory west of the Indus?

At Peshawar they were warmly received by General
Avitabile. Here were dationed nearly 50,000 Sikh troops
under Prince Kharak Singh and Jamadar Khushal Singh
brought to punish Muhammad Akbar Khan who had killed
Sardar Hari Sngh Nalwa in the battle of Jamrud \ 10 miles
W. of Peshawar j. They left Peshawar on the 30th Augus,
and reached Ali Magid [afort in the Khyber Pass] where
they were given a cordial reception by Captain Ledie alias
Rattray, who had become a Musalman with the name of
Fida Muhammad Khan. They were excorted by Mirza Agha
Jan, governor of Jalalabad, and Sadat Khan, the chief of
Daka. At the bridge on the Surkhab river, another deputation
from Dost Muhammad K han, headed by Nazir Ali Muhammad
Khan, met them, and provided them with all kinds of Afghan
cooking and other ddicadies of Kabul. Mr. Masson met them
at Butkhak [ 12 milesE. of Kabul ]. Near Kabul they were
received by Muhammad Akbar Khan, who conducted them on
dephants to Kabul amids great reoicings They wee
cordially receved by the Amir, and were lodged in a lovely
garden situated near the palace?

6. Negotiationsfail

On the 21s September, 1837, the Amir granted the Misson
a formal interview, when in the full court he received the
credentials from the Governor-General of India, which were
read aloud by one of his minigers. For a few days the

! Asthe Misson approached nearer to Kabul the more frequently
came letters of wdcome from Amir Dot Muhammad, cf Dogt
Mohammed, 1, 253.

! Dost Mohammed, i, 2534, Travels, 456-8.
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conversation continued on friendly lines with an accommoda-
ting attitude on the part of the Amir. But there took place a
sudden changein theviews of the Amir, and he became very
uncompromising in his terms.*

The reasons for this were that the Amir had opened
negotiations with Iran and Russa at the same time he
started communications with the British  Government.
He was moderate in his demands with the British Government
0 long ashe did not hear from Iran and Russa; but the
progpect of a hopeful reponse from these powers made him
adopt an unyidding attitude® He stated that he could

! For details of. Dot Mohammed, 1, 255-60. Extract of a letter
from Mohan L ai, dated Kabul, the 12th February, 183t «—

"1 am very happy under Capt. Burnes, who treatsme friendly.
The Mission, the head of which isthat officer, was received with the
highes digtinction in this Capital of Afghanistan. The merchants are
very happy dnce our arrival The winter at Kabul isnot so cold as
it wasin the precading years. The natives never recollect such hot days
as they are now. The thermometer never came down from 25 degree
at unnsc or 34 degree m the day time. We went for afew days to
amuse oursdves in the Koh Daman, and were highly delighted to se
that cdebrated place and gardens of | stallt. Dr Lord and Lieut. Wood
have been very kindly received by the ruler of Qunduz of Turlcistan,
and are collecting valuable information of those remote regions Capt.
Burneshas also ordered my friend Kashe Nath to accompany the above
gentlemen to Turlcisan and hehas sent good account of the different
routes to Russa, Khogand, Kashghar, and China which does great
credit to his labours and taste for travelling. Hewas for some months
educated in the Delhi I nstitution. Capt. Burnesispleased with nun."

Asiatic Journal, August, 1838, pp. 215-6.

2 Burnes wrote to Macnaghten —"Russia has comeforward with
offers which are certainly substantial Persia has been lavish in her
promises and Bukhara and other dates have not been backward
Yet, inall that has passed 01 is daily transpiring, the Chief of Kabul
dedares that he prefers the sympathy and friendly offersof the British ft>
all theeoffers” Kaye, i, 187, f. n.
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establish friendly relations with the British Government
only after the restoration of Peshawar® province to him from
Mahargia Ranjit Singh. In the meantime the Russian
agent Captain Vitkevich* cameto Kabul with aletter said
to be addressed by the Emperor of Russia® and gave the

! Masson says that Burnes gave Dos Muhammad to understand
that the British Government would help him in securing posesion of
Peshawar. But doubts lurked in the mind of the Amir. He sent his
confidant to verify thematter and Burnes replied, " Only wait till Lord
Auckland's letter arrives, and, by the grace of God, the faces of the
monafikan shall beblackened." Mason, lii, 459.

Burnes then opened communications with Wade, the British
Agent at Ludhiana. " Captain Burnes, in place of urging upon Captain
Wade the necessty of ascertaining the Maharaja's wishes entered
into a discusson about ‘prerogative,—a note | have, will explain its
origin. 'Read you ever such insolence The man talksof prerogative "
Captain Wade had dedlared, that to comment on Captain Bumesb
despatches was his prerogative. Captain Burnes retorted that preroga-
tive was only enjoyed by kings, and Captain Wade answvered that he
was mistaken, and sent him the meaning of the word from Johnson's
Dictionary ! Two months were waged in this very profitable discusson.”
Ibid) 461.

* Masson esks of Burnes disparagingly. " Thearrival of Vektavich
completely overpowered the British envoy, and he abandoned himsdf to
despair. He bound his head with wet towes and handkerchiefs, and
took to the smdling-bottle” Ibid; 463.

* Mason dates that Dost Muhammad Khan sugpetted Vitkevich's
letter. It was shown to Burnes who assured him " it was genuine, and
that there could be no doubt of it." Mason asserted that "the letter
was a fabrication." "Captain Burnes pointed out to me', continues
Mason, "thelarge exterior seal on the enveope, on which there were
the Russan arms. | snt for aloaf of Rusian sugar from the bazar,
at the bottom of which we found precisdy the same kind of seal.
Captain Burnes shrugged his shoulders eevated his eyebrows, and rolled
histongueround hischeek." Ibid; 463-4.

Mason supported his charge of forgery by thefact that the letter
bore no sgnature. To this criticism Mohan Lai replied that the absnge
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Amir every assurance of Russian assistance in procuring for
him not only Peshawar, but dso Kashmir, Multan and
Dergjat.!

7. Withdrawal of the Mission

The uncompromising state of affairs on the part of the
ruler of Afghanistan completely broke down the British
negotiations*.> Alexander Burnes therefore with the approval
of Lord Auckland decided to retire from Afghanistan.'

of the royal signature was "a proof rather of the genuine than the
counterfeit character of the document." Kaye holds that "under the
circumstances of the case, hewould have been more mchned to omit
than to attach the signature." Further on he remarks: "That it came
from the cabinet of St. Petersburg there isnow little room to doubt.”
History of the War in Afghanistan, i, 107-8 Sykes, 1, 404, says that
the genuineness of the Tsar's letter was at first questioned, but was
subsequently established”.

! Dost Mohammed, 1, 308-9. It is believed that the Russian envoy
had also authority to visit Kan jit Singh and the Mirs of Sind, and to
settle termswith them  cf. 1bid ; 309, 319, 340.

? Masson accuses Burnes of his submissive behaviour towards Dost
Muhammad . "The Amir had every reason to exult in the humility
of his new guest, who never addressed himbut with his hands closed,
inthe attitude of supplication, or without prefacing his remarks with
‘Ghanb Nawaz', your humble petitioner, which acquired for him in
Kabul the sobriquet of Ghanb Nawaz. My friends used jocularly to tell
me, | mightaswell leave, and the Amir himself was well plessed to
find Captain Burnes more compliant and obsequious than | had been.
The Nawab Jabar Khan, however, took the liberty of remonstrating
with the envoy, and pointed outto him, thatan agent of the British
government had no occasion to fear, and that he might possibly repent
having assumed 0 submissiveatone”. Masson, 111, 452.

% Regarding the conclusion of the Russian envoy's mission Sykes
says - -"Vitkavich, upon his return to St. Petersburg, was refused an
audience by Count Ncssclrode, who stated that 'he knew no Captain
Vitkavich, except an adventurer of that name who.... had lately bean
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Major Leech who had also failed in his negotiations with the
Kandahar chiefs was directed tofall back upon Shikarpur.
Dr. Lord and Lieutenant Wood who had been deputed to
Mir Murad Beg, the chigf of Qanduz in Turkistan, were
ordered to return to Peshawar.! The failure of the Misson
soon became known to the people, who now avoided any
deslings with them for fear of the Amir. The traders would
not lend them money, and the muletears refused them
conveyance unless permitted by the Afghan government.
Consequently, Mohan Lai waited upon Dost Muhammad Khan
with aletter from Burnes The Amir gave ordersto supply
the British Misson with everything they wanted

The Misson left Kabul on the 26th April, 1838, esxorted
by the Amir'sson Ghulam Haider Khan to a distance of four
miles from the city. The miniser Mirza Sami Khan accompa-
nied them asfar as Butkhak [ 12 miles £. of Kabul J. They

engaged in some unauthorised intrigues at Kabul and Kandahar'.
Vitkavich, aware of the recent expostulations of the British and realizing
that he was being sacrificed by the ignoble Nessdrode, wrote a reproachful
letter tohim and then blew out hisbrains'. A History of Afghanistan,
I, 407-8.

! Travels, 459. "It was a curious change of drcumstances’, says
Mohan La), "that the Chief of Qunduz, who had behaved so ill to
the late Mr. Moorcroft and whom we dreaded so much on our recent
journey to Bokhara, should be so very friendly to us, that he permitted
the above mentioned officers to ¢ and survey all the places of note
in hiscountry, and treated them with great consderation”. |Ibid.

Mohan Lai probably knew the cause of Lord's popularity.
Murad Beg of Qanduz had requesed Lord's attendance on his brother,
then threatened with blindness Lord penetrated into his country over
the Hindukush, but could not do much for his brother. He, however,
won over the chief by giving him a scheme for the general improvement
of hiscountry. Dictionary of National Biography.

? Pogt Mohammed, 1, 312-3.



110 LIFE AND WORK OF MOHAN LAL

were led by Nazir Ali Muhammad to Jalalabad, and were
kindly treated there by Muhammad Akbar Khan. From
Jalalabad they saled down the river Kabul in araft, and
reached Peshawar safdly. On the 17th June they joined Sir
William Macnaghten® at Lahore who was then on amisson
to the court of Ranjit Sngh. They receved orders to wait
upon Lord Auckland at Simla where they arrived on the
20th July.?

1Sr william Hay Macnaghten ( 1793—1841 ), was the son of
Sr Francis Macnaghten, a judge of the supreme court of Bengal.
William obtained a cadetship in the East India Company's service
in 1809. For some time he served asa bodyguard of the governor of
Madras. Hewon two puzes of 500 pagodas each for gaining digtinction
in Hindustani and Persan. He d learnt Tamil, Telugu, Canaree
and Marathi languages He was appointed to the Bengal civil service
in 1814, and served as assgant to the Registrar, as deputy-registrar, and
regigrar of the Sadar-i-Diwam Adalat, and a0 as a Judge In the
former capacities he published some works. From 1830 to 1833 he
accompanied Lord William Bentmck during histour in the northern and
western provinces of India. Ho was then appointed in charge of the secret
and political departments of the government secretariat. In 1837 be
accompanied Lord Auckland during his tour of the north-west provinces,
and became one of his "mog trusted advisrs" "Helargely determined
the palicy of intervention in the affairs of Afghanistan, which wasto
effect the depostion of Dot Mohammed and the restoration of Shah
Soojah to the throne of Cabul " In 1838 he interviewed Ranjit Singh,
and conduded with him thetripartite treaty between the British Govern-
ment, Ranjit Sngh and Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk. It was dedded to snd a
large force of troops to Afghanigan and to reduce "the Shah to the
postion of a puppet in English hands With this policy Macnaghten
was thoroughly identified. He asiged in the preparation of Lord
Auckland's manifesto of ist October, 1838, dgned it in his secretarial
capacity and was gazetted envoy and minigter at the Afghan Court of
Soojah-ool-Moolk." Dictionary of Natunal Biography Kayo, i, 312-14.

« Travels, 462.



CHAPTER VI

POLITICAL ASSISTANT DURING THE FIRST
AFGHAN WAR
1838-1841

1. The Army of the Indus

On the failure of Burness Misson to Kabul, Lord
Auckland decided” to place a friendly ruler on the throne of
Afghanisan with the hep of British bayonets® The choice
fell on Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk, the ex-King of Kabul, then a

! Mason says that Lord Auckland againgt his own wishes "was
obliged to yield to the assaults of certain females aidesdecamp and
scretaries” and to undertake this'usdess expedition.” Masson, ni, 495.

Auckland was accompanied on this occason by three Secretaries
William Macnaghten, Henry Torrcnsand John Colvin, and by two of
hissgers "ladiesof remarkable intelligence and varied accomplishments,
who are supposd to have exerdised an influence not wholly confined to
the social amenities of the vicerega camp" Auckland "lacked
dedson of character; he too often migtrusted his own opinions, and
yielded his assent to those of irresponsble adviserslesssngleminded
and sagadousthan himsdf."  Kaye, i, 315.

Sykes in his History of Afghanigtan, ii, 2, says—"In May 1838
Auckland had drawn up a minute in which helaid down that the only
solution of the Afghan problem was the restoration of Shah Shujato the
throne, and it isa cunous fact which deserves mention that, just before
this minute reached England, the Board of Control, on October 24,
recommended the very course which the Governor-General had decided
to adopt."

* Lord Auckland apparently logt sght of the prominent charac-
terigtic of the Afghan people, viz., their hatred of foregners and of
foreign invasons " We are content,” said an Afghan chief to Mountstuart
Elphingtone, "with discord , we are content with alarms; we are
content with blood; but viewill never be content with aforeign master.”
The Gate-Kegpersof India, 14.
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pensoner of the British Government at Ludhiana® It was
conddered necessary to secure the co-operation of Maharaja
Rnnjit Singh, and a tripartite treaty was conduded between the
British Government, the Lahore ruler and Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk.
Ferozepur was made the rendezvous for the British forces
known as the Army of the Indus; and Lord Auckland and
Sr Henry Fane, the commander-in-chief, interviewed Maharaja
Ranjit Sngh at that place The Army of the Indus, in
company of Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk, marched on Kabul, moving

YIn August, 1831, Burnes had visited Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk at
Ludhiana, whilst the latter was trying to exert himsdf to recover his
log territories He formed an unfavourable impresson of the Shah :—
"| donot believe the Shah posseses aufficient energy to seat himsdf
on the throne of Cabool , and if hedid regain it, he hasnot the tact to
discharge the dutiesol so difficult a situation " What prophetic words !
cf. Agatic Journal, May, 1834, vol XLII, p. 223 ; Burness Travels,
111, 185

Dr. Gerard who had met both Do Muhammad Khan and Shah
Shuja-ul-Mulk, sesks of both of them thus -" Dost Muhammed Khan's
treatment of us was highly satisfactory, and nioie than we durst have
relied upon consdering the postion he occupies. We had none of the
assduous attentions and rarcses of his brother at Peshawar; his
character docs not admit of familiarity, while his situation equally
forbids it; but his civilities were of the firg egtimation. Kabul is
risng into power under his republican spirit of government, and | should
sy is degtined to an importance in spite of itsdlf, for in every view it is
the key to India. It is agtonishing how much the country isrdieved
by the overthrow of the royal dynasty, and with repect to the latest
reigns of the Timur family, the changein the condition of things for the
better is not more wonderful than it is natural. In Shah Shujah's
haughty career, there was little security in all we mog value, and
robberies and bloodshed disgraced the precincts of his court. Dost
Muhammad's citizen-like demeanor and resolute smplicity, have
auited the peoplés undergtanding , he has tried the effect of a new
sysem and the experiment hassucoseded " Journal of the Adatic Society
of Bengal, 1833, pp. 1-2,
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along the left bank of the Indus via Sind, the Bolan Pass,
Kandahar, and Ghazni®; whilst Prince Timur, the son of the
Shah, with the Sikh contingent, passad through the Panjab
and the Khyber Pass Sir William Macnaghten was appointed
the " Envoy and minisger on the part of the Government of
India at the court of Shah Soojah-ool-Moolk," and Captain
Alexander Burnes was employed "under Mr. Macnaghten's
directions, as Envoy to the chief of Kelat and other dates”
It was believed that having placed Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk on the
throneof Kabul, Macnaghten would return to India, leaving
Burnes at Kabul as "the permanent representative of the
British Indian Government at the court of the Shah."*

2. Mohan Lai secures supplies at Multan

At Smla Lord Auckland discussed with Mohan Lai the
situation in Afghanistan and the problem of the supply of cattle
and grain. Mohan Lai was given letters for the bankers of
Multan and the L ohani merchants of Daraband to raise money,

1 The distance from Fcrosepur to Sukkur is 450 miles, from
Sukkur to Kandahar 400 miles, and from Kandahar to Kabul
325 miles.

! How Macnaghten obtained this appointment is thus described
by Masson .—" In a very short time it became developed that a large
armament was to accompany the Shah, and Sir Henry Fane was flattered
with having the direction of it, while Captain Burnes was soothed with
the notion of being associated with His Excellency as Commissioner.
Councils of all kinds were held at Simla, until the expedition was fairly
determined upon, when Mr. Secretary Macnaghten volunteered his
services for the occasion on the ground that Captain Burnes could
hardly be depended upon in so important an affair. This was no doubt
true, although the unfortunate Secretary was the last manin India who
should have put himself forward. He saw | fear the opportunity of
gratifying his ambition and vanity, and either over-estimated his ability
or fancied that he had an easy task before him." Masson, iii, 490.

8
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collect supplies and procure carriages for the use of the army.
Besdes him three other officers were deputed to various
places Captain Mackeson was directed to induce Bahawal
Khan, the chigf of Bahawalpur, to assig the army in every
way ; Sr Alexander Burnes to form an offensve and defensve
aliancewith theMirsof Khairpur, and Sr Henry Pottinger to
effect the smewith the Mirsof Hyderabad. Mohan Lai dis-
charged his duties to the entire satisfaction of the government.
The bankers of Multan conveyed money and grain in boats
to Shikarpur, and the Lohani merchants collected a few
thousand cames and conveyed the provisons to Kandahar .

3. Obtains a treaty from the Mir of Khairpur

From Multan Mohan Lai sailed down the Chenab and the
Indus to Khairpur,® where he joined Sir Alexander Burnes.
The latter officr had failed in forming a treaty with Mir
Rustam Khan of Khairpur on account of the oppostion of
Fatah Muhammad Khan Ghori, thewazir of theMir, and Ali
Murad, theMir'sbrother. He consequently cameto Shikarpur,
where he was visited by Fatah Muhammad Khan. But
nothing came out of theinterview. Afterwards Burnes deputed
Mohan Lai to Khairpur, but he also experienced the same
difficulty from the same quartersand returned disappointed.*

1 ¢f. Panjab Records 41C/161 dated Kabul, the 29th June, 1842,
para 8, Dogt Mohammed, 1, 397-8 ; Travels, 464. Havelock, vol. 1,
p. 149 says—"We had the asssance as an agent for the supply
of our wants, and an interpreter, able in both capacities, of his
(Alexander Burnes's) cdebrated Monshee or Meerza, Mohan L ai."

1 Mason consdered Khairpur a "filthy" and "unhealthy" place,
but heliked its" beautiful verdure'. " Thewater drunk by the inhabitants
has alike abad repute, but theMir hasawel within hiswalls, so much
esteemed that his reatives at Haidarabad are frequently supplied from
it." Mason, i, 364.

' Post Mohammed, ii, 769 ; Travels, 464.
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After thisAli Murad retired to hisDinji fort, 50 milessouth
towards Hyderabad, and Mohan L ai suggested to Burnesthat
he should call the Mir's minister to Shikarpur and detain him
therewhile negotiations went on at Khairpur. Ali Murad was
not to leave hisfort without permisson. All thiswasarranged
accordingly, and while Fatah Muhammad® was on his way to
Shikarpur Mohan Lal reached Khairpur by a different route
on the 11th December, 1838.

He was kindly received by Mir Rustam Khan, who agreed
toevery article of the treaty, but dedared that he would sgn
it in the presnce of Alexander Burnes. This was objected
to by Mohan Lai, as he believed that if Sr Alexander was
invited from Shikarpur, the wazir would aso follow him.
Mohan L ai therefore wrote to Burnes advising him to intimate
the Mir-that hewould personally sseand congratulate him on
receiving the accepted treaty.

Alexander Burness letter arrived the same day as a
message from Ali Murad, saying that hewould join theMir on
the following morning, and that he should not sse Mohan L ai
till then. Mohan Lai got thisinformation late at night, and, in
consquence, herepaired to the Mir'splace early next morning,
desring immediate interview with him. The good natured*

! The degree of esteem in which the Mir'held his minister may be
estimated from the following incident *—"His Vizier wasan old man, a
grey-beard like himsdf  He was his favourite and to such an extent did
he carry his partiality for him, that on one occason, when the edest
on of Mir Rusam abusad this minister, Mir Rustam said, with the
drongest indignation, 'Be not offended, Fateh Muhammad ; thesewords
are not addressed to you, but to me. He who dares to reproach you,
reproachesme." Dry Leavesfrom Young Egypt, 59-60.

L " This venerable old man .had from thefirg, even from thetime
that our earliet embassy was snt to Sindh, shown the srongest
inclination to be on friendly terms with the British." Dry Leavesfrom
Young Egypt, 57-8.
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Mir saw him in his night dress Mohan Lal laid the treaty
before him, and offering him pen and ink, which he had
taken with him, requeted Rustam Khan to sgn and sedl
the treaty. After much persuason Rustam Khan was about
to sl it, when Ali Murad put in his appearance.

By this time some other members of the family had also
come and many protets were raised againg the treaty.
This was a trying time for Mohan Lal, but his sympathetic
tone, firmness and boldness prevailed and after a discusion
lagting nearly six hours, when he was about to retire in
despair, Rustam Khan agreed tosgn it: —

"He now, holding my hand, sad in a mog affectionate
manner that he knew | was not an Englishman, and that | had
a real regard for the wdfare of Sindh, and therefore | must
tell him candidly whether the acoeptance of the proposed treaty
by him will really increase the friendship and satisfaction of
the Governor-General and of the Sovereign in England, or
that, after the present object was gained, he shall be put asde
as udes | asured the Mir, pledging my word and honour,
aswell asthat of Sr Alexander Burnes on the part of the
Government (as he had told me), that every article of the
treaty shall strictly be adhered to, and that the Mir and his
descendants will from generation to generation enjoy the
peacesble and independent authority of their possesions
without fearing any internal or external commations, on which
he affixed his seal, notwithstanding the open and repeated
remongrancesof theMir Ali Morad, whom the Mir Rustam
Khan dlenced by saying that he will get a separate agreement
from Sir Alexander Burnes, stating that his (Ali Morad's)
privileges will nether be interfered with nor coveted. by the
British Government; and at the Mir Rustam's repeated
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solicitation that officr omitted the mention of the intrigues
of Ali Morad in his despatch to (he Governor-General."'

No sooner was the treaty sgned and sealed than Mohan L ai
put into Mir Rugarn's hand the separate article for the
cesson of the fort of Bhakkar * for the period of the war.
The Mir objected toit saying that it wasin violation of the
sixth article® of the treaty just conduded. Mohan La}
pointed out that the fort of Bhakkar was Stuated "in the
idand between the banks', and it was not a violation of
the article at all. Thereupon Ali Murad <hook his head,
and holding his own beard, aserted that the day was not
far when they would be deprived of all their possessons
Mohan Lai, on behaf of Sr Alexander Burnes and the
British Government, gave every asurance to the Mir that

! Dost Mohammed, ii, 79-83. Travels, 464-5; Panjab Records
41C/161, par a9.

’The cdebrated fortress of Bhakkar sood on an idand in the
Indus, between the towns of Rohn on the eastern bank and Sakkur on
the western bank. When the river was lowest, the eagern channd
was 400 yards wide and 30 feet degp ; whilethewestern channd was
98 yardswide and 15 feet degp. Thornton. 1,117.

"On a rocky idand opposteto thistown isthe fortressof Bakkar,
once held by the Duranis, at this time subject to Mir Sohrab (Mir
Rustam's father) Notwithstanding its imposng appearance, with its
large extent of wall, and itsindented battlements, it isof no consequence
asa defensve erection in modern warfare, being entirely commanded by
the heights and detached hillson either bank of theriver, at Sakkur and
at Rohn." Mason, 1, 362.

The Sindians regaided the fort of Bhakkar as "the ole place of
any grength in upper Sindh." Dry Leavesfrom Young Egypt, 57.

21t ran :—"The British Government will not covet a dam or
dram of the territories enjoyed by his Highness and his heirs, nor the
fortreses on this bank or that bank of the river Indus" Dogt
Mohammed, ii, 85.
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the fort would be restored to him when the war was over.!
TheMir quietly agreed toit, and saying " Bismillah" <Sgned
and sdled the separate article and handed it over to Mohan
Lal on the 24th December, 1838, the same day that the
treaty was accepted.t

Before the army reached Rohri, Major Leech and Mohan
Lai were ordered to induce Mir Rustam Khan to allow the
British Government to throw a bridge across the Indus under
the walls of the fort of Bhakkar. This measure was violently
opposed by Ali Murad, but Mohan Lai ultimately sucoesded
in sscuring the Mir's permisson® There was a0 some
difficulty in obtaining the possesson of the fort of Bhakkar.
Mohan Lai "was ordered again to wait upon the chief, and
to state to him in the presence of all the members of the
family that if the fort was not instantly delivered, the troops
shall be employed to posssss it by force"* After a hard
sruggle Mohan Lai got the key of the fort® which was
occupied on the 24th January, 1839.°

2"|n the East the surrender of a fortressis always felt a disgrace;
and the cesson of Bukkur, to which an exaggerated idea of strength
and importance had long been attached, wasa source of sorrow to the
aged Ameer of Khyrpore, who felt humiliated by so open and manifest
atoken that hisindependence was at an end.” Durand, i n.

* A bridge of boats was thrown here by the engineers of the
Bengal army. Fifty-five boats were employed for the eastern channel
and nineteen for the western. The bridge s was swept away soon after-
wards. Thornton, 1,118.

* Dost Mohammed, ii, 94.

® Thefort occupied almost thewhole of the island which was 800
yardslong, 300 yards wide and 1875 yards in circuit. It had double
walls, from30to 35 feet high,.built both of burnt and unburnt bricks.
There were 61 loopholed bastions, having a weak parapet. It had two
main gates, one facing Rohri and the other Sukkur. Thornton, i, 1x8.

* |bid., 95 ; Travels, 463 ; Pan jab Records, 41C/161, para 10.
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The conduson of the offendve and defensve treaty with
the Mir of Khairpur as wel as the cesson of the fort of
Bhakkar drengthened the negotiations then in progres at
Hyderabad. The Mirs were, however, not prepared to acoept

Lord Aucklandin a letter toMir Rusam Khan dated Bhagasar,
January 10,1839, stated:—"| address you this friendly letter as a
lagting asurance of the plain meaning and purpose of the words of the
sparate article, namey, that the British shall avail themsdves of the
fort of Bakkar, thecitadel of their ally the Mir of Khairpur, only during
actual and periodsof preparing for war, like the present.”

On thisMohan Lal remarks :(—"Not only kept the fort for ever,
but the whole dominion afterwards conquered and the Mir banished.”

He further says :—" The contents of the former documents afford
afearful leson to every human being, and inculcate that, if men in
power are at one time flattered, respected, and asured of perpetual
friendship, they ought nether rely upon those asurances nor be
forgetful of the adversity of their fortunes which isto folow them."
Dost Mohammed, ii, 178, 180-1.

An Englishman of the Political Department who was poged in
Sind and frequently came into contact with Mir Rustam, says :—

" |t was often said that one or both the Deras— Ismael Khan or
Ghazt Khan—would be made over to him. How cruel, then, must have
ben his disappointment when he found himsdf degraded from his
postion of Raib, Chief Amir and his youngest brother exalted in his
room—his Vizier firs treated in the mogt contemptuous manner, and
then chasad from his presence, and his own grey hairs and venerable
age, which ought to have commanded respect, regarded only as proofs of
imbecility and incapacity to govern. At firs he made many efortsto
conciliate the good will of the Political Agent', but in vain. He sent, too,
repeated messagesto thosewho wer e hisfriends, mysdf among thenumber,
to entreat our intercesson in his behalf. Our representations, however,
wereof no avail, and at last the unbending spint which was shown to
him had its natural effect” Dry Leaves from Young Egypt, 61-2.

The same writer bitterly lamentsthe treatment meted out to the
Mir:—"Would it not have been morefor our glory had the venerable
head of Mir Rusam been laid tores in his own land, in the tomb of
his fathers, rather than that he should die as he has died, aprisoner
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the terms offered to them. It was therefore resolved that
the Bengal army should march down to Hyderabad, while
the Bombay force was coming up to that place, and thus
compd the Mirsto accept the treaty. The Bengal army had
to march along the left bank of the Indus, pasing near
Khairpur. The Mir of Khairpur, asserting that this would
cause them great inconvenience and would be disgraceful for
their families resding at Khairpur, suggesed that as the
bridge was ready, they could easly march along the right
bank. The Government decided to force its way along the

and exile, bitterly execrating the moment when the Faringi iirst st
sep in his country ? Posterity will answer this question, and will
mete out justice, though, unfortunately, too late for those who have
auffered in thisunrighteousquarrel " 1hid ; 68.

Further on heobserves: —" Mir Rustam was old enough to have
been Ah Murad's father,—he was the acknowledged Rais or Chief of
the Family, and he it was who had first received our envoys and
conduded an alliance with us Now, | will ak anyone who has the
smalles soupoon of justice in his compostion, whether it was right
in us not only to fan the discusson between these members of the
same family, but tosupport thejunior and turbulent Amir againgt the
inoffendve old man whom he ought to have regarded asa parent" ?
Ibid; 170.

He gpeaks about the character of Mir Rustam thus:—"Hewasa
man full of the milk of human kindness, gentle, peaceful, merciful, and
forbearing over-much. His appearance wasmos venerable, and there
was nothing in his look or deportment which could give colour to the
gory of his being addicted to the intoxicating bhang " Ibid, 175.

For the grievances of Mir Rustam Khan againg the British
Government s pages 176-7.

All employessof the Palitical Department werestrictly forbidden
to have any communication whatsoever with Fatah Muhammad, the
lateWazir :—" On the way home Fateh Muhammad, theVizir, rodeup
with a score or so of horsemen, and endeavoured to gpesk to me, but
the Agent's orders were o express, that | wasobliged to dedline holding
any communication with him." 1btd



POLITICAL ASSSTANT DURING THE FIRST AFGHAN WAR 121

left bank. The Khairpur Minister then left the British camp
saying that the Bauches would resist this design with all their
strength. Major Gordon was insulted by the Baluches, and
the rumours of a night attack forced Sir Alexander Burnes
to leave his tent at 8 O'clock in the evening, and take rest
in that of the Commander-in-Chief. Mohan Lai was despatched
at night to the Mir's camp, about five miles distant.

On entering the camp of Rustam Khan, Molian Lai was
instantly surrounded by alarge number of Bauches, who
flourished their swords at him, abusing and insulting him.
He was not allowed to s= Rustam Khan for along time.
Mohan Lai then loudly shouted that if the Mir would not
receive and hear him privately, great calamity would befall
the Mir and his family on the following morning. This
attracted the Mir's attention, and Mohan Lai was immediately
caled in. His discusson produced no effect on the Mir,
and Mohan Lai got up to leave. Rustam Khan brought
him back and again talked to him on the subject. Finding
the British Government adamant, the Mir yielded. Mohan
Lai advised him to break up hiscamp and go to his capital.
Rustam K han did accordingly.?

Mohan Lai was then ordered to accompany the Bengal
army to Hyderabad, and work under Sir W. Cotton.® The

! Panjab Records, 41C/161, paras 11-12, Dot Mohammed, ii, 96-7 ;
Travels, 466.

2 panjab Records, 41C/161, para 13 ; Dost Mohammed. ii, 97-8.

°Sr Willoughby Cotton (1783—1860), was a son of Admiral
Rowland Cotton, cousn of Lord Combermerc. He was educated at
Rugby and entered the Guardsin 1798. He served in Hanover in 1805, at
Copenhagen in 1807 and in the Peninsula from 1800 to 1814. He cameto
Indiain 1821, and commanded a brigadein thefirst Burmese War, 1825-6.
He was promoted to the rank of Major-General in 1830 He commanded
the Bengal Division of the Army of the Indus on this occason. Buckland«
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army proceded from Rohri, but before it reached the
boundary of Hyderabad, the Mirsagreed to the terms of the
treaty. The army therefore returned to Shikarpur where
Mohan L ai joined Sr Alexander Burnes*

4. Negotiates at Kalat

Sr Alexander Burnes was disncliined to srve in
Afghanisan under another political chief, and conssquently
Sir William Macnaghten permitted him to stay at Shikarpur.
Burnes also requested the Envoy to let Mohan Lai stay with
him, which was agreed to. The arrangement, however, did not
last long. Major Leech exerted himsdf to the utmost in
procuring supplies and inducing the local chiefs to facilitate
the advance of the army; but certain chiefs refused to
communicate with anyone except Burnes.  The commander-in-
chief also wanted to have him with the army in view of his
accurate knowledge of the sate of affairs in Afghanigan.
Sr William Macnaghten had in the meantime appointed him
Envoy at Kalat, and Burnes said that if hewasto go asfar as
that place, he would proceed to Kabul instead of coming back
to Shikarpur. Thiswasapproved by Sir William.

Consequently, Sir Alexander Burnes and Mohan Lai left
Shikarpur and joined the camp of Sr Willoughby Cotton.
At Bhag on the route from Shikarpur to Dadar doseto the
entrance of the Bolan Pass they received the brother of the
Khan of Kalat, who was introduced to Sir Willoughby by
Mohan Lai. From Shal (Quetta) Sr Alexander Burnes, Captain
Pattison, Captain Smpson and Mohan Lai went to Kalat*

! Panjab Records, 41C/161, para 15.

"Mason dexribes Kalat as a small town, sanding on a hill,
and defended by a mud wall and towers It had three gates, lacing

ead, north and south. It contained "about eight hundred houses a
large proportion inhabited by Hindus." Masson, ii, 96.



POLITICAL ASSSTANT DURING THE FIRST AFGHAN WAR 123

[ seat of the government of Baluchigan ] on the 25th March,
1839, with the object of inducing Mehrab Khan,! "an able and
sgadous man*” 1 the chief of Baluchistan, to asig the British
troops with supplies of grain and grass to check the marauding
parties of Bauches and to tender bis submision to Shah

Shuja-ul-Mulk.

Mohan Lai took the treaty tothecourt of Mehrab Khan
for approbation. The key-note of the treaty was that Mehrab
Khan mug wait upon Shah Shuja in his camp, a condition
which Mehrab Khan thoroughly detested® The Khan was
halting, wavering and hestating, as 'he was altogether
ugidous of Shah Sogjah,” and "by no means certain of the
uccess of the present enterprise” of the British, and " bdieved
that, by paying homage to the Shah, he would raise up a host
of powerful enemies, and plunge himsdf into a seaof ruin."*
Mohan Lai took the treaty from his hands and told him
plainly that it was to his advantage to form an alliance with
the British Government. The Khan taking thetreaty from
him remarked that he was a 'sakhtgo’ (harsh speeker), and
that the British had "sdiersto frighten with their arms and
agents to cause alarm by their tongues”®

! Mehrab Khan was about forty years old. He could boast of a
family which had given to Baluchigan twenty-three Khans Mehrab
Khan was absolutely illiterate. "Politically severe distrustful, and
incapable, he is not eteemed personally crue or tyrannical; hence
although he cannot be regected by his subjects he is not thoroughly
detested by them ; and in lieu of deprecating his vices they rather lament
that he has not more virtuesand energy. Neither isheharsh or exacting
upon the merchant, whether foreign or domegtic.” 1bid ; 108.

2Kaye, i, 424

% Kaye, i, 425,

* Ibid; 426

5 Dost Mohammed, ii, 192 ; Hough, 60-61 . Stocqueler, 23,
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Sr Alexander Burnes then presssd upon the Khin the
problem of supplies Mehrab Khan promised to do his bes,
but the reponse wasnot very encouraging. The Khan was,
however, not to blame for this, as Burnes himsdf admitted :—
"My inquiries serve to convince me that thereis but a small
supply of grain in this country, and none certainly to be given
us, without aggravating the present didress of the inhabitants—
some of whom are feeding on herbs and grassss gathered in
the jungle. It is with some difficulty we have supported
oursdves whilg the small quantities we have procured have
ben got by stealth"! Alexander Burnes consequently left
Kalat, and Mohan Lal stayed behind to carry on the negotia-
tions. Mehrab Khan delayed the procesdings and Mohan L ai
was recalled to Quetta* The road between Kalat and the
camp wasinfested with thieves and robbers, who plundered
and murdered all those found in the rear of the column.
Mohan Lal in order to asure sfearrival, hired an excort of
the Kakri tribe, notoriousfor robbery. Captain Nash of the
Bengal army accompanied him. After three marches they
reached the camp of Colond Herring at Kojak.® On the way

! Durand says that Burnes paid Mehrab Khan Rs 20,000 by way
of inducement; "but Burness temperament and conduct marred every
diplomatic transaction in which heengaged." Durand, 144-45¢

YIn November, 1839, Major-General Wiltshire was sent against
Kalat. He knocked down one gate, and stormed the fort and the town.
Mehrab Khan was killed fighting sword in hand and with htm perished
400 Bduches, while 2,000 men were taken prisoners In 1840, the
Baluches rose against the British, overpowered the garrison, deposed
the Khan placed in power by the British, became madters of the town,
and killed the British officer in charge. About the close of 1840,
General Nott recaptured theplace. In 184T, Nasir Khan, son of Mehrab
Khan, was recognised the Khan, and the British troopswere withdrawn.
Thornton, 1, 376.

3 The main route from the Bolan Passto Kandahar passesthrough
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they came across hundreds of soldiers, horsss and camds lying
dead, destroyed by the Kakris and Achakzais® About eght
miles from the main camp, a gang of robbers desoended to
attack Mohan L ai, but his Kakri exorts informed them that
they did not bdong to the Farangis, and Mohan Lai was
dedared to be one of Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk's sons who had been
left behind owing to indigposition. The robbers were satidfied
and quietly withdrew.*

5. Assistsin the capture of Kandahar

Mohan Lal through his servant Muhammad Tahar won
over MullaNasu, the primeminister of Sardar Kohandil Khan,
the chief of Kandahar. The Wazir advised his mager ether
to surrender or to fly. Major Leech, by secret correspondence,
induced Haji Khan Kakar,®a prominent noble of Kandahar,
to desrt his chief; and he joined the British army on the
20th April, 1839. The desrtion of ther ally made the
Kandahar chiefs suspidous of every body at the court. Haji
Khan's desertion was followed by that of several other notable
chiefs such as Abdul Majid Khan, theson of the Governor
of Lash, and Ghulam Akhund Zadah. Mulla Nasu took
advantage of this situation, and at the ingtigation of Mohan
Lai sowed seds of disssnson among the Afghans and
pesuaded the chies to leave the country and thereby
saure safety for themsdves and their families The chiefs

the Kojak Pass It adbes the Amran mountainb, from the valley of
IBISgEBOm the cast to the plainsof Kandahar in the webt. Thornton, 1,

! For details s Atkinson, 117-24.
2 Travels, 467.

3TheKakar tribes ocoupy a largetract of country to the south of
Khoja Amran mountains and to the north-west ot Baluchistan. They
are chidfly a pagoral people and are far les turbulent than other
Afghan'?. Nor arethey of much importancein a political or military way
Malleson, 20-21.
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followed this courss and Kandahar fell into the hands of
the British without the least opposition. Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk
was publicly placed on the throne and declared sovereign
of Afghanistan.

Mohan Lai was so whole-heartedly attached to the British
caue that he was the instrument in securing mogt of the
desertions from the Afghan ranks to the Sde of the British
Government. But it pained him to se that the various
promisss and engagements entered into with them either
by himsdf as advised by the British offidals or by the
British offidals themsdves were not strictly adhered to.
Hesays:—

"Whatever we might boag of our diplomatic sucoes
during the campaign of Afghanigan, we were certainly very
wrong in not keeping up our adherence, even for a short time,
to those engagements and promises which we had so solemnly
and faithfully made to the various chiefs, in return for their
takingup our cause and abandoning ther long-known and
etablished magers Our letters, pledging our honour and
Government to reward and appreciate their services for our
good, were in their hands, and as soon as we found that the
chifs of Qandhar were fled, and that there was no necessty
for wearing longer the airy garb of political civilities and
promisss we commencad to fail in fulfilling them. There
are, in fact, such numerousingancesof violating our engage-
ments and deceving the people in our political proceedings,
within what | am acquainted with, that it would be hard
to assamble them in one sries | shall, however, mention
them in their proper places and the time in which they

'Panjab Records, 41C/161. para 18? Dost Mohammed, ii, 205-12;
Travels, 468.
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were made, in order to show how soon they were forgotten
through our vain pride of power and of our tact shown in
the temporary and spesdy gaining of the people”*

There remained only one nobleman of conssquence named
Haji Dot Muhammad Khan of Gurm-i-Sed, who had not
come over to the British. It was conddered essential to induce
him to wait upon the Shah. General communications passd
between him and the Envoy, but not lung came of them. In
the last resort, Mohan Lai was called upon to secure tfiis
meeting. Mohan Lai with the spirit of a zealot s himsdf
to the task, and persuaded hisold acquaintance Abdul Wahab
Khan Popalzai* to go to Gurm-i-Sed. Thisman had already
rendered many hazardous services to the British at Kalat
and had intercepted letters addressd by the Mirs ,of
Hyderabad to the chiefs of Kandahar. These letters had
been handed over by Mohan Lai to Sr Alexander ftprntp.
Abdul Wahab Khan was provided with letters from the
Shah and the Envoy totheHaji. He sucosaded in bringing
the Haji to wait upon the Shah at Kandahar. Haji Dost
Muhammad Khan, was absolutdy unwilling to accompany
the Shah to Kabul, but he was forcibly detained.?

! Dost Mohammed, 11, 208-9.

Mulla Nasu, the Kandahai Wazir, who was chiefly responsble for
the bloodless occupation of Kandahar by the British, was given "awritten
agreement bestowing a penson upon him," but no money was paid to
him. cf. Dost Mohammed, ii, 217.

1 The Abdahs or Durrams are divided into nine great dans of
which Popalzai isone.

! Panjab Records, 41C/161, para 19.

The Haji hung back by dow marches to avoid hisappearancein
the British camp. It was conddered a "treacherousdesign,” and they
wished "to ensnare’ him. "Such were our political views and fair
dedlings 1" Dost Mohammed, ii, 2x4
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6. Helpsin the capture oF Ghazni

Leaving two battalions of Indian troops a contingent of
Shah Shuja ul-Mulk's cavalry and four 18-pounder guns to
hold Kandahar, the British army left this place early in June.
On approaching Ghazni' it was discovered that they had to
meet with severe oppostion. Sr John (later Lord) Keane,
the Commander-in-Chief, was anxious to capture Ghazni
without any lossof men and ammunition, and consquently
Mohan Lai's asigance was sought for the purpose. Mohan
Lai, who was "endowed with a genius for traitor-making
the lustre of which remained undimmed to the very end of
the war,"® again appeared onthe sene  While on Burness
misson to Kabul, Mohan Lai had made friends with Abdul
Rashid Khan, the firg nephew of Amir Dot Muhammad
Khan, who wasin the fort of Ghazni at that time. Mohan
Lai "began to operate upon his friend and he achieved a
brilliant sucess  Abdool Rabhed was not desf to the voice
of the charmer. Mohan Lai wrote him a sductive letter,
and he determined to desrt  Asthe British army approached
Ghuznee he joined our camp." * He gave very valuable infor-
mation to Major Thomson, the Chief Engineer, regarding the
fortifications of Ghazni pointing out where the rampartswere
weak, and from what direction the fort could be successfully
gormed. As a result the fort was eadly taken. The

The extremely valuable services of Abdul Wahab were utterly
ignored Hewas given nothing ; and while in the British camp he spent
hisown money. When he became bankrupt, he left the armv sorely
disappointed. Ibid, 217-20.

1 "The strength of Ghuznee wasthe boast of the Afghans. They
believed that it was not to be carried by assault” Kaye, 1, 457.

% |bid. 459

% Ibid.



POLITICAL ASSSTANT DURING THE FIRST AFGHAN WAR 129

Commander-in-Chief strongly recommended Abdul Rashid "to
the Envoy and got 500 rupess fixed for him from the Misson
treasury."*

Sardar Ghulam Hyder, the Chief of Ghazni, was taken
prisoner, and was lodged in Mohan Lal's tent which was
Stuated between those of Sr John Keane and Sir Alexander
Burnes. Mohan Lai wasthen given charge of the Governor's
wife, ayoung lady of twenty-one, the daughter of the late
Sardar Muhammad Azim Khan. Mohan Lai had already met
her in 1832, when shewas unmarried, and asked Dr. Gerard
for medicine for he sore eyes She was accompanied by
about thirty women, relations and servants. Mohan Lai
spared no pains to make them comfortable, and this great
duty he discharged "to the satisfaction of the ladies, till they
weresent toIndia." 2

Ancther chief was resging the British troops in his house
at the head of about a hundred armed men. He would not
ligen to any proposal from anyone except Sr Alexander

! Panjab Records, 41C/161, para 19 ; Dost Mohammed, 11, 221-4.

It is very drange that with the exception of Kaye all
British writerson the subject givecredit for thefall of Ghazni fort to
British engineers and forces without making any mention whatsoever
of Mohan Lai. Even the mogt recent writer, Sykes in his History of
Afghanistan omitsthistact:—" Ghazni, however, with its parapet risng
toaheight of 70 feet and surrounded by a wide wet ditch, in the absence
of dege guns, appeared to beas impregnable as Afghans boaded that
it was. Fotunately, however, a traitor gave the pricdess information
that, although mogt of the city gates had been built up, the Kabul
gate had been left open—presumably to serve as a bolt-hole.  Supplies
had fallen short, and rejecting the suggetion of the Chief Engineer
to mask the fortressand march on Kabul, Keane gave orderstocarry
Ghazni by a coup demain." Sykes ii, 10.

* Dost Mohammed, 11, 228,

9
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Burnes or Mohan La. Mohan La was therefore provided
with the sedls of the Envoy and Sr Alexander Burnes and
was authorised to come to an agreement with him. Mohan
Lal found that all the doors of his house were dosd from
ingde, and many dead bodies of the British soldiers and
Indian sgpoys who had attempted to break open the doors
were lying under the walls. The whole regiment with its
officers good round the building taking shdter behind the
debris. Mohan Lal was not free from fear in approaching
the housa The chid, however, caled him by name and
swore that he would be quite safe indde, saying that he only
wished him to take charge of hiswomen and place them with
thoe of Ghulam Hyder Khan. Mohan La agread to his
request. Thedoors were then thrown open. The ladies were
placed in his cusody and the chief took hisword of honour
that they would not be insulted by the British soldiers. The
Chief and his attendants handed over ther arms, and from
dark cdlsa large number of horses were let looee in the street.
One of thexe, a lovely, grey-coloured charger was presented to
Mohan La and the Commander-in-Chief allowed him to keep
it, and it wasnot included in the list of booty obtained from
Ghazni.!

! Dost Mohammed, ii, 231.

On the fall of Ghazni Sir John [ later Lord] Keane expressed
his great delight inaletter to Lord Auckland  "The army under my
command have succeeded in performing one of the most brilliant acts
ithasever been my lotto witness during my serviceof 45 years inthe
four quarters of the globe, inthe capture by storm of the strong and
important Fortress and Citadel of Ghuznee yesterday." Stocqucler, 28.

In the same | etter he continued :—"The brilliant triumph we have
obtained, the cool courage displayed, and the gallant bearing of the
Troops | have the honour to command, will have taught suchalesson
to our enemies in the Afghan nation, aswill make them hereafter respect
the name of a British Soldier." Ibid; 34-35



POLITICAL ASSISTANT DURING THE FIRST AFGHAN WAR 131

7. Enters Kabul

Thefall of Ghazni terrified the Afghansand paralysed Dost
Muhammad Khan. He deputed his brother Nawab Jabbar Khan
towait on Macnaghten with the proposal that Dost Muhammad
should be appointed Chief Minister to Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk; but
this offer was coldly rejected by the British Envoy. Leaving
agarrison to hold Ghazni, the British forces left for Kabul
on the 30th July, and on the 3rd August encamped at
Shekhabad [a village and fort, situated 50 miles south of Kabul
on the right bank of the river Logar ]. Whilst on Burness
Mission, Mohan L ai had won over Ghulam Khan Popalzai, an
enemy of Dost Muhammad Khan, to the sde of the British
Government. He had been sending to Mohan L ai, at therisk
of hislife, thenews of the Afghan capital; and at Mohan Lai's
advice Sir Alexander Burnes had sent him Rs. 40,000 from
Kandahar to raise the Kohistanis againg Dost Muhammad
Khan. Thisalarmed the Amir greatly, and he felt so frightened,
that leaving his artillery and ammunition at Maidan,* he fled

' The famous French traveller, Ferricr, while describing the
character of the Afghans says—"Ther cupidity and avarice are
extreme, there is no tie they would not break, no duty they would not
desert, to gratify their avidity for wealth This surpassss all that can be
imagined, it is insatiable, and to satify it they are capable of
committing the greatest crimes. For it they will sacrifice all their native
and independent pride, even progtitute the honour of their wives and
daughters, whom they frequently put to death after they have received
the price of their dishonour. Gold in Afghanistan is, more than anywhere
dsg, the god of the human race, it difles the still small cry of every
man's consdience, if, indeed, it can be admitted that an Afghan has a
congence at all It is impossble to rely on their promisss their
friendship, or their fiddity " History of the Afghans, 286.

! Maidan is the principal town inthe valley of the same name,
stuated on theleft bank of the Kabul river, 22 milesS W. of the city of
Kabul.
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towards Bamian to take shdter with Nasrullah Khan, the
chief of Bokhara. Thisintdligence was received in the camp
at this place!

Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk, attended by a British force, entered
Kabul onthe 7th August. Mohan Lai's conspicuous figure in
the cavalcade is thus dexcribed by the eye-witness, Havelock :—

"The major-generals, brigadiers, and the whole of the
departmental and personal daff of both Presdencies with
all the dfficars politically employed, werein attendance, and
let me not forget to record that Moonshee Mohun Lall, a
traveler, and an author, as well as his talented mader,
appeared on horssback on this occason in a new upper
garment of very gay colours and under a turban of very
admirable fold and majegtic dimensons, and was one of the
gayest aswell as the most sagadious and successful personages
in the whole cortege." 2

Shortly afterwards Captain Wade escorted Prince Timur
to Afghanistan through the Panjab. He arrived at Kabul
on the 3rd September. Shahamat Ali, an old dassfdlow of
Mohan L ai accompanied Wade asa Persian interpreter ®

! Panjab Records, 41C/161, para 21 , Dost Mchammed, 11, 246, 276.

* Havelock, ii, 115. " And MoonsheeMohun L ai flaunting a maiestic
turban, and looking in his gruceness not at all as though his misson
in Afghanigan were to dothe dirty work of the British diplomatigts,
made a very congpicuousfigurein the gay cavalcade" Kaye, 1, 478.

* Shahamat All records :—

30th Augudt, 1839, at Tazecn:—"A good quantity of fruits was
received from my friend Mohan Lai "

3rd September, Kabul:—" Thefirst object on our arrival at the place
was to se the city, which | did the same day in the company of my
friend Mohan Lal."
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Afterwards troops were dationed in various parts of
Afghanistan, and the surplus soldiers were sent back to India.
Kandahar, Ghazni, Kabul and Jalalabad were the places
where British cantonments were established.

8. Aidsin raising money

The greatest nesd of the hour was money, and Major
Macgregor, Secretary to the Envoy, was given charge of
raisng it. He recaved valuable assgance from Mohan Lai
in this busness and in conssquence he recommended Mohan
Lai to the Envoy for thegrant of the " Older of the Durrani
Empire" asamark of distinction, though it was not granted
to him at thistime °

The British army had a quiet time in the beginning for
nearly a year; but all of a sudden, the appearance of Dost
Muhammad Khan in Kohisan disturbed their desp repoe
Sr Alexander Burnes and Mohan Lai accompanied General
Sdlé® to that part of the country, and on the 20th September,
1840, beseged Ali Khan, a supporter of the Amir at

"During our stay in Kabul | often received invitations egecially
from the Kazalbash peoplewith whom | became acquainted through my
friend Mohan Lai, and had many opportunities of examining and
observing their habitsand manners” Skhsand Afghans 464, 476, 482.

1 "When the army reached thecapital there wasa painful scarcity
of coin". Kaye, ii, 15.
2Travels, 470-71. Thismedal was conferred upon him later on.

3Sr Robert Henry Sale [1782-1845], son 'of Colond Sale, entered
thearmy in 1795. He wasat Madrasin 1798, and fought in the Mysore
War, 1798-9. He was employed againg Travancorein 1809, and in the
Mauritius expedition from 1810 to 1813. Hewascreated Major in 1813
He participated in the first Burmese War, 1824-6. In thefirst Afghan
War, he commanded the advanced Brigade, cf Buckland.
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Tutamdrah.! The Brigade then marched to Par wan,where
they fought with the Amir, and suffered heavily.? The Amir,
however, surrendered” to Macnaghten on the 3rd November,
7840 and the British forces returned to K abul.®

! This village is situated on the Ghorband river, at the eastern
entrance of Ghorband valley All Khin took to flight after a brief
resgance Thornton, 11, 278.

2 parwan is a village situated in the valley of the ssme name.

" "Two gquadrons of the 2nd Bengal Native Cavalry, when ordered
to charge, ingead of reponding to the command, fled in the mogs
dagtardly manner, deserting their officers; on this unhappy occason.
Dr. Lord, the political agent, Lieutenant Broadfoot, and Adjutant
Crispin, were killed, and the remaining officars severdy wounded."
Thornton, ii, 144-5 ; Sykes, 11, 20.

4Mohan ~al gives a fine description ,of the surrender of Dost
Muhammad Khan .—" It was in the evening of the 3rd of November,
when Sr William Macnaghten wasriding with two officersand deliberating
on the sad contentsof the report of the battle of Parvan and on the
uncertainty of the movements of the Amir, that one horseman galloped
up and said to him, 'Are you Lord Sahab' ? 'Yes, replied the Envoy.
'Then', rgoined the Afghan, 'l cometo tell you that the Amir isarrived.'
*What Amir ? Where is hé? 'Dost Mohammed K han® was the answer.
After a minute the Amir appeared, and dismounted from his horse and
claimed the protection of the British Envoy. The Envoy took hisarm,
and conducted him with all respect to his own resdence, where the Amir
one year before held his court, swayed his country, and now surrendered
hissvord as a date prisoner’ Such are the decress of fate' Dogt
Mohammed, ii, 358-9.

» While Dost Muhammad was in hiding Macnaghten recorded :—
"No mercy should be shoawn to the man who isthe author of all the evils
that arc now digtracting the country." But, when the Amir surrendered,
Macnaghten wrote — " | trust the Dogt will betreated with liberality,"
and confessad, " We gected the Dogt, who never offended us, in support
of our palicy, of which he wasthe victim " India under Ellenborough, 22.

* Travels, 472.

The object of the firg Afghan War was now achieved ; but the
British army sayed in Afghanigan to "insure the benefits which we
had conferred upon areluctant people” Gate-Keepersof India, 15.
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9. Theforged Utters

After thesurrender of Dot Muhammad Khan, Mohan Lai
was called upon to trandate a large number of letters which
had been found in the battlefiedd of Parwan. Thex letters
disdosed the names of various chiefs who were opposad to
the British Government. The mischie-mongers of the capital
took advantage of this fact, and forged letters on a large
sale in order to make money and win the favour of the
British offidals The detailed treatment of this question is
beyond the soope of this treatise, but it is fair to relate one
incident which concarns Mohan Lai. One Sayyid Muhammad,
in the sarvice of Ciptain Edward Conally, reported that he
had sszed a messnge bearing letters from Sultan Muhammad
Khan, the Governor of Peshawar, and the Skhs for Nawab
Jabbar Khan. Tliese letters were trandated, and were found
entirely againg the British intereds. In the light of
thexe letters, the British dfficials looked upon Jabbar Khan
[one of their bes friendsin Afghanistan] as their enemy, and
they contemplated banishment of the Nawab to India. Sir
Alexander Burnes, being consulted, desred to examine the
original letters. Mohan Lai suggeted to Burnes that he
should send for the man who had charge of the letters. He
came and Mohan La aed him the date of his arrival in
Kabul. On hismentioning a day, Mohan Lal dedared that he
had ssn him in Kabul two days previoudy, and in so short
atime he could not makeatrip to Peshawar and come back.
This puzzled him, and he was offered a reward of fifty rupees
to make a dean breas of everything. He asked for pardon,
and on necessry asurance being given "he sated that he
was not a messnger but the horssman of Sayad Mohammad,
who wrote the letters, and gave them into his hands and
told him to appear as a messnger before Captain Conally."*

! Dost Mohammed, ii, 363-4
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10. Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk annoyed at Mohan Lal

During Burness misson to Kabul, Mohan L al, being very
fond of mudc, had taken into his service a Kashmiri musician
named Qadirju along with his band. On his again coming
to this place the musician entered his service  His fame came
to the knowledge of Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk, and the muscian
was ordered to wait upon him in the court. Qadirju replied
that his insgruments were in Mohan Lal's house and he
could not attend the court without his permission. The Shah
fdt insulted and complained to the Envoy, saying that
Mohan Lal had forcibly kept the muscian's insrumentsin
his house though they beonged to the Shah. The Envoy made
investigation and found that the Shah's allegations were false
He therefore refused to interfere in private matters of a sate
employee Later Mohan Lal st the musdian to the Shah
when he was asked.

The Shah had, however, made up his mind to digyrace
Mohan Lal. He reported that Mohan Lal had built a magni-
ficent house for himsdf in the heart of the city, and as it
overlooked the neighbouring housss it was objected to by
the resdents of the locality. Thereupon all his neighbours
submitted a petition saying that he had built the house
with their consmt, and they experienced no inconvenience
whatsoever on its account, and consequently no action was
taken againg Mohan Lal

Not to be disheartened the Shah wrote to the Governor-
General making a complaint of a more srious nature againg
Mohan Lal. He gated that Afghan women were daily brought

1Kaye, ii, 430,
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to Mohan Lal's houss where they drank wine, and were
then conducted on horssback to the cantonments, and that
the Shah had himsdf seen them going. An inquiry was held,
and Mohan Lal was found innocent.*

! Ibid; 326-7. Mohan Lal lived in that house with hisfather and
wife, and consequently could not be expected to carry on intrigues with
Afghan women. Besdes he was trusted by all the Afghan chiefs At
thetime of the outbreak of insurrection, Muhammad Zaman Khan, the
famous Barakzai Sardar, gave him shdter in theladies apartment to
save him from therebds. Later he was afforded asylum by the Qizalbash
Chief in his own house where he remained for many months These
favours would not have been shown to him, if he had been of looe
character  The Shah knew that Afghan women were enticed by British
offidals and soldiers, but he had not the courage to blame his magters.
He wanted to make Mohan Lal a scapegoat, and in this unfair attempt
he miserably failed.



CHAPTER V11

CIRCUMSTANCES LEADING TO THE DISASTER

1. Favourable position of the English
During the earlier parts of the campaign, the British
authorities found the stuation favourable, and everywhere
quccess attended their arms. Until October, 1841, the palitical
atmosphere in Afghanistan was peaceful. The English began
settling down in Kabul and were taking to an easy life :—

"They were building and furnishing housss for themsdves—
laying out gardens—surrounding themsdves with the comforts
and luxuries of European life . ... .. The English, indeed,
had begun to find the place not wholly unendurable. The
fine climate braced and exhilarated them There was no
lack of amusement. They rode races; they played at cricket.
They got up dramatic entertainments. They went out fishing ;
they went out shooting. When winter fell upon them, and
the heavy frogs covered the lakes with ice, to the infinite
agonishment of the Afghans they skimmed over the smooth
aurface on their skates. There is no want of manliness among
the Afghans; but the manliness of the Feringhee srangers
quite put them to shame"*

Dost Muhammad Khan had surrendered himsdf, and the
British nominee Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk reigned in peace But
there were certain unfavourable factorsat work leading to a
catastrophe? Above all the pride of power and prosperity

YKaye, ii, 142-3.
2.gr John Keanc, the Commander-in-Chief, while leaving Kabul,
remarked to an officer, who wasaccompanying himto India: — " | wished;
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had blinded the British authorities, and they committed
terrible misakes, even woeful blunders, so repeatedly that
the whoe country began to ssthe with discontent and
digrust. The sunshine of serenity gave place to the smoke
of sorrow, and douds of calamity roe everywhere, bursting
ultimately with such fury and ferocity asto dduge all their
power and presige  The British officers and troopers were
massacred, many men and women were taken prisone's, and
then there prevailed a period of ignominy, humiliation and
auffering lasting from the 2nd November, 1841 to the middle
of September, 1842.

2. Causesof Dost Muhammad Khan'sunpopularity

Dost Muhammad Khan, who had usurped the throne of
Afghanigan, wasa drong and sturdy ruler ; but this very
fact disurbed the minds of Afghan chiefs, as they could no
longer let loose foroes of disruption. Beddes, the ringleaders
of various tribes who had created disurbances in the pad,
and who were growing refractory during Dost Muhammad's
regime, were either put to death or imprisoned. The masss
were happy at the tranquillity established by him ; but the
chiefs were chafing for the loss of their unbridled power.
They were in consmuence opposad to the Amir, and were
anxioudy waiting for an opportunity to fish in the troubled
waters?!

you to remain in Afghanigan for the good of the public service; but
dnce drecumgances have rendered that impossble | cannot but
congratulate you on quitting the country ; for, mark my words, it will
not be long before there is here some dgnal catastrophe Calcutta
Review, quoted in Kaye, ii, 23 f.n

1 On the surrender of Dost Muhammad K han Masson remarked :—
"Midortune naturally excites compasson, and this has been shown to
Post Mahomed Khan, who strangdy enough, in oppostion to the Shah
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Dost Muhammad turned out many old governors and high
dficers from their poss and appointed his sons in their
places Heas treated hisown reationsin comparison with
his sons with scant attention. For instance, he deprived his
unde, Nawab Muhammad Zaman Khan of the Jalalabad
country, and placed it in the charge of his sotn Muhammad
Akbar Khan. Similarly, he sszed the Ghilzai country trom
Nawab Jabbar Khan, his dder brother by a step-mother.
He behaved in the same manne with his nephew Sardar
Shamsud-din Khan, the Governor of Ghazni, and appointed
his son Hyder Khan to that post.

He had killed several chiefs of Kohistan on account of their
rebdlious conduct. Their rdations were, as a matter of
course, bent upon revenge.

Hisarmy condging mainly of cavalry waslow paid, and
forced to undertake long journeys without being granted any
gecial alowance or other privileges Consegquently, there
was great disaffection.

has been supposad to have been popular—yet he was not.  Abandoned
by his army at Arghandi, he became without a struggle a fugitive.
When it was found that the British troops did not retire, and dissatisfac-
tion as the oonsuence soread amongst the people of the country,
he sought to profit by it, and presnted himsdf at Bamian—for what '
to berepulsed and then deserted by hisallies. Again he showed himsdf
in the Kohistan, but only tosurrender " Mason, i, | X.

! Jalalabad is a provicein Afghanistan, which formsa subdivision
of the Kabul valley. It is surrounded in the north by the Siah Koh
and Lughman mountains, on the eas by the Ah Boghan and Khyber
hills, in the south by the Nangnehar highlands and on the west by
the Kurkutcha range. Itisafertileand rich territory. "Few countries
can posess more attractive sonery, or can exhibit 0 many grand)
featuresin its surrounding landscape” Thornton,i, 295
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It had been the practice with the previous rulers to pay
fixed allowances to the Mullas, Sayyids and other priegts, as
they widded tremendous influence upon the illiterate and
ignorant mases

The labourers and artisans were employed by the Amir in
forced labour mostly without or with little wages The
merchants were obliged to give forced loans which were
never repaid. He imposed several additional unjust revenues
on cultivators while his servants and troops charged provisons
and labour without payment.

Lastly, the Amir was trying to establish friendly relations
with Muhammad Shah, king of Iran; and the people of
Afghanisan who were Sunnis looked upon these negotiations
with the Shias with misgivings*

Mohan Lal's Paper on theaffairsof Afghanistan, dated the 29th
June, 1842, para 22, Panjab Records, 41C/161.

General Pollock wrote to the Governor-General about this paper
as follows—"1 have the honour to forward copy of a letter from
Moonshee Mohun Lal of dated the 29th ultimo, transmitting a paper
drawn up by him on the affairsof Affghanistan. The subject is one of too
great importance to be ably treated by a person so indifferently educated
as the Moonsheg, but his knowledge of the character of the Affghans and
his natural shrewndness entitle his remarks to attention, while his
employment under Sir A Burnes and the late Envoy and Minister render
his information valuable in points connected with the rebdlion and
disasters at Cabool." [ Imperial Records Secret consultation, 28th
December, 1842, No 480 ]

The Governor-General in a letter to the Secret Committee dated
Allahabad, August 17, 1842, wrote*—"Your Honourable Committee
will find amongg the indosurcs No. 24, an interesting paper, by Moonshee
Mohun Lall, on the caus*, of the Affghan insurrection, and on the events
which succesded the outbreak at Cabool in November last." [ Papers
relatingtoMilitary Operationsin Afghanistan, No. 421, p. 341.
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3. Reasons for the British popularity

The British cause on the other hand was popular in the
country from the start. The Afghans "are by nature the
mog avaricious s of mankind." The liberality and muni-
ficence of Mountstuart Elphingone while on a Misson to
Kabul in 1809 had excited their greed, and in supporting the
British cause they found an excelent opportunity to enrich
themsdves®

The city of Kabul in particular, and the country in general
were divided into two hogtile reigious camps, the Sunnis and
the Shias.  The Sunnis formed the majority, and the Shias,
mostly of foregn origin, disrusted the government conssing
of the Sunnisentirely. They favoured the British, expecting
to receve judice from them. It wasa general bdief with the
chiefs that by assgting the British Government not only they
but aso their desendants from generation to generation
would derive the benefit of their service The cultivators
and merchants wished to se a foreign power planted in the

Thewell-known English traveller Masson in hisJourney, 1,1 X,
verifies Mohan Lal's statement regarding Dost Muhammad's unpopula-
rity, cf. Dost Mohammed, 11, 306-8

! This view is supported by Kaye . "Cupidity is one of the
strongest feelings that finds entrance into the Afghan breast. The
boundless wealth of the English had been atradition in Afghanistan ever
since the golden days of Mountstuart Elphinstone'b mission. Money had
been freely scattered about at Candahar ; and it was believed that with
an equally profuse hand it would now he disbursed at Caubul. Itis
true that the military chest and the political treasury had been so
indented upon, that when the army reached the capital there wasa
painful scarcity of com But therewere large supplies of treasure on the
way. The jingling of the money-bag was already ravishing their ears
and stirring their hearts. They did not love the Feringhees, but they
delighted in Feringhee gold " Kaye, 11,15
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country in order to exape extortion and excessve taxes from
the Amir. Some high dignitaries of the realm were jealous of
the usurper's power. "They causad disunion againg the
Barukzaee chifs on our approach to Afghanigan.” The
people in general dreaded the British arms, and were panic-
gricken on the approach of the British army.!

4. Wrong policy of Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk

Such were the drcumstances under which Shah Shuja-ul-
Mulk was easly placed on the throne of Kabul in August, 1839.
The Britishers were now supreme in Afghanistan. They did
everything in the name of the Shah, and unde his royal sl
and dgnature; but as a matter of fact the real power lay in
the hands of the British officers who used the King as ther
creature. Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk chafed under such a poalicy,
and wanted to' make hispower felt. He therefore dropped a
hint to his Afghan supporters that he wished to rule without
the assstance of British arms*

The English dfficars carried on negatiations with the Afghan
chiefs directly, and settled terms, and even fought to coerce
them® They defeated the leaders in Kunar, Bajaur and

1 Mohan Lal's Paper, Panjab Records, para 23. cf. Dot Mohammed,
i, 309-10.

! Sykes, ii, 18, a0 corroborates this fact:—" Prom hisown point
of view, Shah Shujarealized that he wasonly a King in name and proofs
were not lacking that he and his Minigers were secretly fomenting
digurbances in Zamindawar and dsewhere Indeed, it was only
reasonable to expect that, chafing under the sygem impased upon him,
he would congtantly throw grit into the creaking machinery of dual
government. Had he been alowed to rule his subjects by Afghan
methods with the support of a subsdy, he might possbly have
ucosded ™

3"t is to be noted, however, that Macnaghten retained in his
own handsthe right to snd out expeditions againg revolting tribes.
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southern Ghilzai country of Kalat and appointed their rivals
in their places such as Sayyid Baha-ud-din in Kunar.
The Shah finding that his authority was absolutely ignored,*
grew jealous, and " by ssoret mesages and sometimes by
personal gesch advised the chiefs of the country to disturb
the peace and oppose the British arms under the apparent
pretence of rebdling againg His majesty." By adopting such
aline of conduct the Shah had two objects in view. In the
first place he conddered that by causing continuous tumults
in the country, he would have the British dependent upon him ;
and in the soond place he would be able to flesce large
2ums of money from them.?

The Shah aimed at having a chigf miniser of his own
choice, and in consequence conferred this post on Mulla Shakur,
an old man who had been the King's companion in exile. He
was unfit to perform the heavy duties of his charge® He

He sdtled the strength of each force and gave detailed ingtructionsto
their commanders as to the objectives and the method to be followed for
their attainment.” Ibid.

' Kaye, ii, 16, saysthat "it could hardly be said that ;the King
posessd a government of his own, when the control of the army and
the exchequer was in the hands of others  England supplied the money
and the bayonets ; and claimed the right to enploy them both according
to her own pleasure”

* Sr William Macnaghten once remarked that the Shah was o
fond of money that hewould rather allow a man to stab the back of his
palm than open his"hand to give it willingly. Qadir, the Treasurer of
the Shah, told Mohan Lal that when the Shah Ieft Ludhiana, he had only
Rs. 5,000 ; but in two years time he collected aslarge a sum as 20 lakhs.
Panjab Records 41C/161, para 27.

» Mulla Shakur had logt his memory to such a degree that he could
not recognise a well-known person if he had not met him even for aday.
Kaye,ii. 18.
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opposed the British policy secretly, but had no courage to
do so openly. He got into touch with Mir Ghulam Qadir,
the Kohistanis and other ringleaders, opposad to the British
Government. He employed Daya Ram and Sher Muhammad
Khan to extort money by unlawful means. Daily complaints
were made to the English officers againg the high-handedness
of thee two agents. The Minister always promised to look
into thee grievances; but privately encouraged them to
pursue their course

Againg the usual practice prevalent in Mudim countries,
the King's name was omitted from the Friday prayers
probably with the connivance of Mulla Shakur, and the Shah
himsdf. Sr Alexander Burnes snt Mohan Lal to the priest
to enquire why such insdlence was offered to the King ; and
the ansver was that the Shah was not the true King according
to Mudim law, as he was supported by British arms The
Miniger took no notice of this as he wished to excite the
religious hatred of the people againg them. The King adso
did not indg on its observance, clearly showing that though
it was an insult to him, yet being faithful to hisredigion he
would not urge the Mulla to do 0. They as knew that
the direct interference of the English in such matterswould
involve them in difficulties.

Mulla. Shakur, moreover, openly told the headsof the tribes
that the King would throw off the yoke of the British as soon
ashe had hisfamily back from Ludhiana. Further, he snt
acrier to Charikar! in Kohistan tosy that Ghulam Khan,
a grong supporter of the English, wasa didoyal subject and
not a Mudim. Complaints were made to the King, but he
took no action againg his favourite Minister.

! Chankar was the resdence of the Governor of Kohtelan, and
controlled thetrade between Afghanistan and Turkisstan.



146 LIFE AND WORK OF MOHAN LAL

When Dost Muhammad Khan was defeated at Bamian,
Mulla Shakur held secret conferences with the Kohistani
chifs and their powerful priest, Hafizji The Minister
increased the pay of those who didiked the English, and ill-
treated those who favoured them. When Dogt Muhammad
dexcended in the Ghorband valley, the Kohistani chiefs
created digurbances. Prince Timur and Sir Alexander Burnes
marched in that direction to punish the chiefs and prevent
Dogt Muhammad from getting into the Koh-i-Daman. The
Shah despatched Mansoor Khan Chaoos Bashi to the Envoy
to advance him money to bribe the Kohistanis, and under
this pretence he wanted to enrich himsdf. The Chaoos
Bashi secretly incited the people to s¢and againg the British
troops for a few days, and then quietly to retireto Kabul to
wait upon the Shah. Sir Alexander Burnes persuaded the
Shah not to allow the Chaoos Bashi to negotiate with the
people, and requested the Envoy not to pay him any money.
The result of this was that the British troops met little
formidable opposgtion and Dost Muhammad Khan surrendered
himsdf to the English.

After the exile of Dot Muhammad to India, it was
discovered that the rebdlion in Kohistan had been causd
by the Shah himsdf. Letters written under his sedl to this
effect were shown to him, but he pleaded complete ignorance.

The Shah sent the Chaoos Bashi to Kandahar, and through
him tried to induce Muhammad Tagi Khan, the Governor,
appointed by the English, to join the Durranis and risein
revolt. The Governor informed Major Rankinson of the
nature of the Shah's message The English protested to the
King, who blamed the Chaoos Bashi, and in order to justify
himsdf, condemned him to be paraded in the streets of the city
with blackened face mounted on a donkey. The Chaoos
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Bashi in this condition lifted up his head and cried aloud as he
rode through the bazars that this was the punishment for
obeying and faithfully serving the King.

That the Shah wasaparty to thee intrigues was quite
certain. The intriguers otherwise could not expect any
advantage by forging letters in the name of the King and
by putting his sl to them. Mog of the Afghan chiefs,
and Durranis in particular had bemn liberated from the
overburdening yoke of Dot Muhammad by the British and
they evidently had no ground whatsoever to resort to such
ugly tactics Beddes Muhammad Tagi Khan could be
summoned to Kabul by ordinary dak and there wasno ned
to end the Chaoos Bashi only for this purpose Further-
more, if the King knew that the Chaoos Bashi was not a man
of trust, he could not possbly be employed for the sscond
time, on political busness®

5. Mistakes in the British administration

Whereas the dtuation was worsening on account of the
Shah's policy, its process towards deterioration was quickening
with headlong rapidity owing to the migakes of the British
administration. Sr William Macnaghten and Srr Alexander
Burnes were quite sure of the Shah's intrigues ; but they
did not tell him that if the Kingdid not like them they were
ready to leave the country provided he paid the expensss
of the expedition ; nor did they warn him of the conssquences

TheEnvoy forced the King to digmiss Mulla Shakur, and
appointed Muhammad Usman Khan, son of Shah Zaman's
Wazir Wafadar Khan ; but hewas an equally incapable man.
It greatly added tothe jedlousy of the King ashe wasnot

! Panjab Records, 41C/161, paras 24-42.
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consulted in the matter. Besdes he had not the backing of
any tribe, and possssd nether talents nor the necesary
qualifications for his high office His appointment therefore
enhanced the difficulties of the English on account of his
unpopularity with the people and postive didike by the Shah.

Having been brought upin poverty, he suddenly found
himsdf ingalled in the highes office of the realm. This
made him lose his head, and he became haughty and arrogant.
As he was employed by the British authorities, he openly
flouted at the Shah and the nobles”

The Minister sdzed the lands of the King's priest, and in
spite of the repeated entreaties of the King, the lands were
never resored to the Sayyid. "Through our interference’,
says Mohan Lal, "but entirely againg the wish of the Shah,
he appointed his elder son the agent to the Prince at Candahar
and the younger son Governor of Jelalabad." He was on
hogtile terms with the Durranis and others for the murder of
hisfather. In order, therefore, to wreak vengeance upon them
he excited the sugpicion and alarm of the British by fabricating
gories againg the Durranis. Thereby he managed to sscure
the approval of the Envoy to reduce the pay of the Durranis,
Ghilzaisetc. The chiefs naturally grew restless  Usman Khan
thereupon demanded written agreements from them to the
effect that they would ever remain faithful to the Shah and
would never peak againg the English or their administration.

! Kaye, 11, 136, al agress with this view .—" The appointment
of the new miniger Oosman Khan, in the place of his old and tried
servant Moollah Shikore, had been extremely distasteful to him."

2 ¢f. Kaye. i, 136.

"It chafed him (the Shah) tothink that a functionary so appointed
must necessarily be less eager to fulfil his wishes than those of his
European allies."
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The chiefs replied that they were the loyal subjects of the
King; but they would not give such an undertaking as it
was contrary to cugsom. They were forbidden attendance
at court and ordered to leave Afghanistan within five days
The chiefs finding no alternative had to yield.

He persuaded the Envoy to digmiss Hamzah Khan, the
Governor of the Ghilzai country, and attached this territory
to Jalalabad unde hisson. Aminullah Khan, the collector
of Logar® country, was forced to pay a larger sum of revenue
than ever before He employed as his chief agents Mirza
Imam Vardi, Abdul Razaq Mugtafi and Sayyid Husain Daftari,
all of whom tried to enrich themsdves by every posible means,
thus caudng wide discontentment againg the British.

Furthermore, the King would not lisen to any complaint
of the people saying that he was powerles before the
Minister. Then they waited upon Sr Alexander Burnes who
sent them on to the Envoy, and the Envoy directed them to
Usman Khan. The Minister waited upon Macnaghten and
Burnes every day and did what they told him regarding the
digputes between Afghans and British followers The more
he was favoured by Sir William, the more disdainful he became
of the Shah and the chigfls "In short,” says Mohan Lal,
"we attended s0 much to the foolish advices of Mahomed
Oosman Khan that we did not only displease the King,
dissppoint our friends; but made the Dooraness Ghilzies,
Kuzzilbashes, Caboolees Kohistanees, our desperate enemies”®

! The district of Logar, of condderable extent, is stuated to the
south of Kabul. It is watered by the Logar river. The territoryis
fertileand well cultivated.

2 Panjab Records, 41C/161, paras 43-50, also Mohan Lal'sletter to
J. R. Colvin, Private Secretary to the Governor-General, dated Kabul,
29th January, 1842, Panjab Records, 41C/62.
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The Shah auffered not only owing to Usman Khan's want
of repect for him, but also for the unnecessary interference
with him. Hewas not alowed to reward hisfriends and to
punish his foes Mirza Hyder Ali, an exile with the King
and the medium of intercourse between the English and the
Shah, was dismissad in spite of the King's utmost protests.

The army was disstidfied due to hasty reforms. The
number of the servantsof the chiefs and their pay were both
reduced”; while in settling internal disorders only the British
troops were employed. This created misgivings in the minds
of the chiefs who believed that they would be digmissd
from their pogs in course of time astheir services were not
required.

The people were reduced to a dateof starvation. Too
high prices were paid by the commissariat officers for grain,
grass meat and vegetables etic; and the poor could not
afford to pay such exhorbitant rates® It became a genera
saying in the country that " the English enriched the grain and
gas dlasetc ; while they reduced the chiefs to poverty,
and killed the poor by starvation.”

L of. Sykes, 11, 24 "Many other allowances were also discontinued
which, naturally, created fedingsof intense resentment among the chiefs
and even in the Shah himsdf."

1 Kaye, 1, 15-16, remarks'—" The presnce of the English soon
raised the pnee of all the necessries of life. This was no new thing
If a flight of Englishmen settlein a French or a Belgian town, it is not
long before the pnee of provisonsisraised. But here was a commissariat
department, with a mighty treasury at itscommand, buying up all the
commodities of Caubul, and not only paying preposterous sumg for
everything they purchased, but holding out the strongest inducement to
purveyors to keep back their suppliesin order to force a higher range of
prices”
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The British troops and camp-followers abused the inhabi-
tants by calling them " Numuk huram namurd" (didoyal and
coward). The British dofficers, on the other hand, won several
Afghan chiefs to their sde by throwing out temptations of
money, lands and posts But when their object was achieved,
the sarvices of the chiefs were forgotten, and they were left at
the mercy of their enemies The pride of power had blinded
the British officars so much that even Sr Alexander Burnes
kept the highest grandess of the country "waiting for hours
near the door-keeper," and then dismissed them "by saying
that we have no time."*

6'. Weakness of British statesmanship

A very srious migtake that Lord Auckland, the Governor-
Genera of India, committed, was in the appointment in the
same field of action of two aimogt equally qualified and equally
ambitious men, Sir William Macnaghten and Sr Alexander
Burnes. Even at Rohri when the Army of the Indus was on
its way to Afghanistan, Alexander Burnes had refused to
procesd farther in subordination to Macnaghten® While in
Afghanistan he sddom gave full co-operation to his superior.
Mohan Lal in his characterigtic way dexribes it thus—"The
lamented Sir Wm. Macnaghten and Sr Alexander Burnes
were not so unanimous as the people of their character and
ranks ought to be The forme attended too much to the
advices of Mahomed Oocsman Khan (Minister) againg the
wish of the latter, who [Burneg then stood as sranger to se
everything going wrong®, but such forbearance and slence in

! Panjab Records, 41C/161, para 141.
! Dost Mohammed, ii, 184.

2 Kaye, ii, 137, remarks:—"Burnes was as atCaubul. Hehad
been there ever dnce the restoration of the Shah, in a strange unrecognised
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not rectifying the mistakes which threatened the British honour
and fame were entirely inconsgent to the rules of service
The following are the quotations from his note book, the few
leaves of which fell into my hands after his death. They
confirm my opinion on this subject— Cabool, 8th September,
1841—My spirits are up. Lord Auckland goesto England in
January, and the Envoy, | hope goes to Agra or Calcutta.
| am hardly to be blamed for | have no responshility, and
why should | work ? Yet it isdear that if | had carried a hot
correpondence with Lord Auckland as he wished, | mus have
injured Macnaghten. In after days | hope to be able to
applaud my own discretion. | was glad at the good Envoy's
sdf-complacency. He hints as Governor of Bombay he will
be directed to control the palitics of Afghanistan and he says
that hemay go through the Punjab to sttle affairs there
Why from first to last he has mismanaged all affairs? The
Punjab treaty isthe (cause ? ) of our present rebdlion which
was brought on by want of means and in conssquence of
cutting; yet Sr William is Governor of Bombay, the (cause ?)
of all. So | mug change my standard of greatness, and
condder mysdf living in total error. Astoall that is passd,
time will show. Principles etc. as | have said before are

position, of which it is difficult to give any intdligible account He ussd
to say, that hewasin the mogt nondexript of Stuations. It appearsto
have been his misson in Afghanistan to draw a large slary every month
and to give advice that was never taken. This might have satisfied
many men. It did not satisfy Burnes He sad that he wanted
responsibility; and under Macnaghten hehad none. Hehad no precise
dutiesof any kind ; but he watched all that wasgoingon in Afghanistan
with a penetrating eyeand an understanding brain, and hewrote, in the
shape of lettersto Macnaghten, long and eaborate 'papers on the date
and prosgpects of Afghanistan, which his official chief dismissed with a few
pencil-notes for the most part of contemptuous dwsent.”
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bewildered on what Sr William's daims to greatness are
founded. L et Generals Fane, Cotton, Keane, and Elphinston€e's
private letters be consulted and they would tell adifferent
tale " *

The mutual disagresment between thetwo highest dignitaries
reacted greatly on the minds of themilitary officers They
sddom obeyed the wishesor even orders of their political heads.
Besdes they were sadly lacking in personal valour and united
action. Macnaghten conddered them "apack of despicable
cowards' ; while their commander General Elphinstone, was
equally incapable and incapacitated.*

7. Intrigueswith Afghan women

The rdigious sentiments aswell asthe fedings of hatred
of the average Afghan were aroused tothe highest pitch by
open drinking in stregtsand bazarsand intriguing with Afghan
women on such a large sale that no man, not even the
greatest grandee of the capital found his women-fok safe
from outrage® In this heinous pursuit British officers soldiers
and camp-fallowersall alike participated. Mohan Lal says:—

"Wedid not prevent our troopsor camp-followers
from drinking winein the public streets, which excited
the rdigious hatred of the people againg us We
offended the people of all charactersby not preventing
our men to cause the eopement of the femae s,
who were received o publicly that every Mahomedan
was incensad and ingtigated to stand againgt us"*

! Panjab Records, 41C/161, para 141.

2"The British army was beaten at Caubul. because it was
commanded by General Elphinstone” Kaye, li, 332.

*Kaye, li, 143.

4 Panjab Records, 41C/161, para 141.
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The beginning of the ill-repute of the British character was
probably made at the time of Alexander Burness Misson to
Kabul. Durand definitdly admits this! Masson, the British
newswriter at Kabul, who was present there at the time of
the Misson, eaks about Alexander Burnes thus :(—

"Mirza Sami Khan observing how matters stood,
honoured mewith a vist at my housg, the firg he had
ever made me; and after afew long-winded observa-
tions, proposad that | should imitate the example of
my illustrious superiors, and fill my house with black-
eyed damsds | observed, that my house was hardly
large enough, and he said that | should have Shahzada
Adraf's house near to the Amir's palace. 1 then
aked wherethe damsds wereto come from ; and he
replied, 1 might sdect any | pleassd and he would
take care | should have them. | told him his charity
exceded all praise, but | thought it better togo on
quietly in my old way."?

Later on, during the firs Afghan War, when British dfficars
and troops were dtationed at Kabul, Sr Alexander Burnes
was ugpected of displaying the same unbecoming conduct
respecting the women of a certain high family. The odious
example bdieved to have ben s# by the sscond man in
command in Afghanisan was literally followed by other
dficers and in turn the soldiers and camp-falowers showed
themsdves faithful followers of ther masers Mohan Lal,
however, denies the charge levdled againg Sir Alexander
Burnes and "bdieved in the drdes of the high authorities
both in Europe and in India," which he says " isa most

!Durand, 211-2.
2 Mason, iii, 453.
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unjust and misepresented accusation againg Sir Alexander
Burnes, for intriguing with the ladiesof Abdullah Khan, the
Achakzai Chief."

On the other hand, Mohan Lal accuses many other English
officers of thiscrime. He then cites a few insances, but con-
oesls their names for fear of exciting fedings of "animosity."*
On the entry of Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk into Kabul, many
chiefs, partisans of the old regime, had left the capital,
and ther housss were given away to various British dfficars
by the King. Thee houss became the resorts of beautiful
women of the city. This tempted other dfficers and there
was arush for houss on rent. The supply of houses was
on exhausted. The dfficers then offered to buy them and
some of them even built new ones in the heart of the city
far away from the cantonments. "The conssquence was,
that, even before Keane marched from Cabul, officers searching
for resdences in the city, with the dedre of purchasng them
from the owners heard their guides execrated by the neigh-
bourhood for bringing licentious infidds into the vicinity."*

Mohan Lal says that one of the favourite concubines of
Abdullah Khan, a prominent chief, and later on one of the
principal leaders of the insurrection, left her house and came
toan Englishman in the neighbourhood. Abdullah's efforts

! Durand and Wolff as purposdy do not disdose their names
Durand criticises "the conduct of some individuals, whom it is usess
to particularise Pp. 211-2.

Joseph Wolff asribes the disaser "to the conduct of severa
British officers whose names | forbear mentioning, and who shocked
the fedings of the natives by their introducing into the country the
vices of Europeans, and by the liberties they took with Affghaun
women." Narrativeof aMisson to Bokhara, 300-10,

' Durand, 211-2.
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to "get her back through polite applications to that officer”
having failed, he complained to Sir Alexander Burnes. Burnes
sent one of his peons with the complainant to that officer's
house asking him to restore the lady to her master. On their
approach she was concealed in the back room, and the officer
abusd the Achakzai chigf for making a false accusation
againg him. Burnes also scolded Abdullah Khan and " turned
him out of the presence

Ancther English officer was living in the house of Nawab
Jabbar Khan, and from the neighbouring house enticed the
favourite wife of Nazir Ali Muhammad. Shewas openly kept
in the house The Nazir waited on Mochan Lal, and he
reported the matter to Burnes at the time when that English-
man was breakfasting with Sr Alexander. " He of course denied
having ever s the lady, on which the Nazir was digmissd
and | mysdf was always didiked from that day by that
gentleman for reporting that fact. The Nazir complained to
the Envoy, who sent a peon to find the truth. The congable
saw her in the house, and gave his testimony tothis asa
witness ; but Sir Alexander Burnes took the part of his
countryman, and gave no jugtice ....The lady was openly
shetered at the house of the same gentleman after some time,
and came to India under the protection of his relatives.”

A rich merchant of the city had married awoman of his
heart from Herat at an exorbitant expense Leaving her
under the protection of his relatives, he went to Bokhara on
commercial busness. In his absnce she was appropriated
by an Englishman. On hearing this news the merchant
hurried to Kabul, and in extreme grief and sorrow complained
to all the authorities, but nobody listened to him. "He
offered alarge sum to the King to have his fair wife restored
to him; but she was not given up. He at last sat at the



CIRCUMSTANCES LEADING TO THE DISASTER 157

door of Sir William Macnaghten, and dedared that he had
reolved to put an end to his own life by starvation."
Macnaghten ordered Burnes to get her restored ; but Burnes
offered Rs. 500 to the husband, in exchange for the wife, and
s upon the complainant several influential Afghan chiefs
to compd him to forego his claims, threatening him with dire
consquencss in case of refusal. " The poor man had no remedy
but to fly to Turkistan, without taking the above mentioned
sum. When her paramour was killed during the retreat of
our foroes from Kabul, she was also murdered by the Ghazis"

An Englishman was putting up in a house opposte to that
of Nawab Muhammad Zaman Khan, whose favourite wife
he managed to win over. She came to resde with him.
When all endeavours to get her back failed, the good-natured
Nawab wrote to the Enlishman saying that he could openly
keep her as hehad reinquished his daims upon her. When
the Englishman's wife joined him, he deserted the Afghan
woman "in an unprovided and destitute condition."

Ancther Englishman who was living in a house adjacent
to that of Qudas Khan, seduced the handsomes wife of the
Nawab, and openly kept her as a misress.

Thefiancee of Mir Ahmad Khan, brother of Abdullah Khan
Achakzai, was lured away by an Englishman. When the
British forces came bhack to India, this lady was left at
Ludhiana unprovided for. Mir Ahmad joined the insurrection
in retaliation later on.

In conduson Mchan Lal says :—

" These indances of gallantry in the gentlemen, with
numerous cass of the same nature, were disgraceful and
abhorrent to the habits and to the pride of the people whom



158 LIFE AND WORK OF MOHAN LAL

weruled; and it wasthe partiality of Sr Alexander Burnes
to his friends in these crcumstances which made him obnoxious
to didike, (3¢) and wounded the fedings of the chiefs who for-
merly looked upon him astheir old friend and guardian. It was
not he who committed himsdf in any sort of intrigue; but yet it
was his duty to restore the ladies to their reations, and not to
sacrifice his public name and duty through any private regard
to his friends—who, in return, never contradicted the accusa-
tions which were attached to him personally instead of to them.
All of those friends knew well that Major Leech, Sr Alexander
Burnes, his brother, and those who were subordinate to him,
had Kashmerian females in their sarvice ever dnce he
proceeded on a misson to Kabul, and nojust man will deny
this, and allow that they were pesons to intrigue with the
ladiesin K abul. "'

! Dost Mohammed, i, 391-99.
Macmunn is rather harsh m throwing the entire blame on the

weaker s of Afghanigtan aone :(—

"Unfortunately, as we know, the attractive young Englishmen
became too great favourites with the ladies of Kabul, and much jealousy
and ill-will wasfinally engendered a storv of which a good deal might
be written by itsdf. Afghan ladies enjoy greate Ireedom than those of
India, yet were not used to the attentionsand courtesy of the well-bred
young Englishmen, and found them morethan attractive compared with
the rougher waysof their own people” Afghanistan, 131.

Kaye, ii, 143'writess—"1 am not writingan apology. Thereare
truths which mugt bis poken  The temptations which are mogt difficult
to withstand, were not withstood by our English dfiees’, The attractions
of the women of Caubul they did not know how to ress. The Afghans
are very jealous of the honour of their women, and there were tilin
done in” Caubul which covered them with shame and roused them fo
ra/_en%ﬁ The inmates of the Mahomedan Zenana was not unwilling to
visit the %[ljarters of the Chrigtian stranger. For two long years, now,
had this shame bemn buruing itsdf into the hearts of the Caubulecs,
and there were some men of nate and _influence among them who knew
themsdves to be thus wronged, Complaintswere made; but they
were made in vain ~ The fandal was open undisguissd, notorious.
Redrets was not to be obtained. The evil was not in course of
suppresson/!



CHAPTER VIII

THE KABUL INSURRECTION
2ND NOVEMBER, 1841 TO 7TH JANUARY, 1842

j - Warningsignored

In consequence of the misdirected policy of the British
administration in Kabul, affairs in Afghanistan were going
from bad to worse; and the prophetic words of the Khan
of Kalat and the Duke of Wellington were going to prove
true. "You may take Kandahar and Ghazni", the Khan
of Kalat had warned the British at the outsst, "you may
even take Kabul, but you cannot conquer the snows; and
when they *fall, you will be able neither -to maintain your
army nor to withdraw it." And the Duke of Wellington had
dedared : "When your military difficulties are over your
real difficultieswill begin."*

The stuation was indeed srious, but the government
declared that Afghanistan was "astranquil as Wales' 2 and
Macnaghten in aletter, dated 20th August, 1841, writingto
Mr. Robertson, stated that "the country is perfectly quiet
from Dan of Bearsheba"® Even awesk before the insurrec-
tion broke out, this attitude was maintained by the British
authorities in Afghanistan. "The general impression is that
the Envoy istrying to deceve himsdf into an assurance that

! Quoted in Gate-K espers of India, 15.
2 | bid.
®Kaye, ii, 130.
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the country isin a quiescent state”' The peace of mind of

the British officers remained undisturbed till the very day of
therevolt. " It wasonly two days ago Lady Macnaghten told
Mrs. Sturt that the country wasall quiet, except the little
outbreak near Tezeen."? A day previouson the 1st November,
"Sir A. Burnes congratulated Sir William on the progpect of
oon leaving Cabul in a perfect state of tranquillity.”® The
Afghans as a matter of fact had become thoroughly discon-
tented, and were bent on revenge for the various wrongs
sustained at the hands of the British dfficials

The chiefs, finding no redress for their grievances, decided
to rise againg the British. Consequently, they assmbled
towards the end of September, 1841, and made solemn declara-
tions with ther dgnatures on a leaf of the holy Koran to
that effect* Mohan Lal got this information and conveyed
it to Sr Alexander Burnes, telling him that he could procure
the book, which would reveal to him the names of ther
enemies  Burnes took no natice of the affair .

! Lady Sale, 22.
2 |bid+ 43

3 Ibid. "We might attribute”, says Lady Sale "his anxiety to
cam the Envoy's mind, by assurances of the peaceful fedings of the
people of the country, to anxiety on his part to succesd to the situation
to be vacated by Sr William . but it appeared questionable whether
he would permanently have done s0 ; as Col. Sutherland had, it was
said, been nominated for the appointment™

4 " Pottinger was of opinion that the Ghilzyes, the Kohistances,
and the Douranees, wereall leagued together; and that the compact
between them was formed about the end of September.” Kaye, ii,
145.f. n.

® Panjab Records, 41c, 161, para 52.
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According to the agreement the chiefs sent the Ghilzais
to disturb the peece of the road* They stopped the
dak* and plundered merchants.* Thereupon General Sde was
sent to punish them, and in the absence of Captain  Macgregor,
the political officer, Mohan Lal was ordered to remain with
the camp until the Captain's return from the Zurmat country,
in order to conciliate the people andto prevent them from
night attacks on their camp at Butkhak. Having discharged
the duties of this commission to the entire satisfaction of
the General, Mohan La came back to Kabul after Macgregor
had joined the camp.®

At Kabul Mohan Lal gathered full information regarding
the secret views of the chiefs; and he informed Sir Alexander
Burnes that the confederacy against them was daily growing

! The principal Afghan tribes comprise four great divisions, of
which Ghilzai tribeisone. The Chilzais were very powerful and the most
numerous of all the Afghan tribes. "They are, taken as a whole, a brave,
hardy, warlike, and handsome race, simple and frugal in their fare,
possessing great bodily strength, stern, violent, vindictive, impatient
of control, intelligent, energetic, and ever ready to unite under their
own chiefs against a common foe or in a popular cause Malleson, 14.

2" 50 they quitted Caubul, occupied the pases on the road to
Jellalabad, plundered a valuable cafila and entirely cut off our communi-
cations with the provinces of Hindostan." Kaye, 11,153

cf. Ibid ; 70.

4 " It must be remarked,” says Eyre, "that, foi some time

previous to these overt acts of rebellion, the always strong and ill-
repressed personal dislike of the Afghans towards Europeans had been
manifested m a more than usually open manner in and about Kabul.
Officers had been insulted and attempts made to assassinate them.
Two Europeans had been murdered, as also several camp-followers ; but
these and other ugns of the approaching storm had unfortunately been
passed over as mere ebullitions of private angry feelings." Ibtd;, 74-5.

* Kaye, ii, 164 ; cf. Malleson, 70.

XX
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in power, and that it was unwise for them to condder it a
trivial matter. This warning wasignored. In the meantime
the sorm had been brewing, and the chiefs held a conference,
and rl@olved to attack Sir Alexander Burness house to begin
with.

In the evening of the 1st November, 1841, Mohan Lal again
impressed upon Burnes the threatening nature of the confed-
eracy, and asked him to adopt vigorous measures to crush it.
Burnesreplied that he would not "meddle in the arrangements
made by theEnvoy." On his again gressng this point, Burnes
roe from the chair, sghed, and said, that he knew nothing,
except that the time had arrived when they should leave the
country and count it as logt.

The same night Taj Muhammad gave Burnes a smilar
warning, but thelatter rudely turned him out declaring that he
had no fear from such wild rumours® Naib Muhammad
Sharif visted him immediatedly after Taj Muhammad's
departure, and offered the services of his son at the head of 100
men to remain day and night in attendance upon him till the
Ghilzai affair was settled. Burnes, however, declined. A few
minutes later there came Muhammad Mirza Khan Jawansher,
one of the conspirators, who interviewed Mohan Lal at Burness
house, with a view to find what precautionary measures had

! Panjab Records, 41C/161, para56.

* |bid; para57.

« Lady Sale recordsin her Journal on page 48 :—" Taj Mahommed
Khan went to Sir Alexander Burnesthevery day beforethe insurrection
broke out, and told him what was going on. Burnes, incredulous,
heaped abuse on this gentleman's head ; and theonly reply he gave
himwas, ' Shuma besssar shytan ugt I' on which Taj Mahommed left
him. « This anecdote was told us by himsdf."
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been adopted by the British. Mohan Lal in order to fathom
the views of the conspirators remarked that the stuation was
perfectly quiet as Captain Macgregor had pacified the Ghilzais,
and Sir Robert Sale was triumphantly marching to Jalalabad.
At this the Mirza laughed and said that on the following
morning the very door he was sitting at would be ablaze.
Mohan Lal told all this to Burnes. He told Mohan Lal not
to show any dgns of anxiety, and to maintain perfect
peace of mind. They were still talkingwhen an anonymous
note in Persian was delivered to Burnes disdlosng what lay in
gore for them the next morning if they did not take vigorous
gepsto protect themsdves On this Burnes remarked that
"the timeis arrived that we must leave this country."*

2. Insurrection breaksout, 2nd November, 1841

The insurrection took place on the following day, the 2nd
of November, 1841. It was about 7 ddodk* in the morning,
and Mohan Lal, as he had kept awake till late at night, was
still in bed. His maid-servant loudly knocked at the door of
his bed-room shouting, " Agha! Shuma Khab hasted wa shahar
chappa shudah". [ Master! you are adesp, and the city is
upset. J Mohan Lal cameout into hisgarden, and found that
the people of the neighbourhood were busy sending out their
goads to places of sefety.  One of his friends, Mirza Khudadad,
warned him of the danger he wasin, and pressed upon him
the necessty of sending out his property and leaving the house
immediately. Then came another friend, named Muhammad

Y Mohan Lal's letter to Dr. James Burnes, quoted in Kaye, 11, 165 ;
Dost Mohammed, 11, 399-400*

Sykab is apparently mistaken in gating that "neither Burnes,
who occupied ahouse in the city, nor Macnaghten was aware of the
exigence of any serious plot at this period."

History o! Afghanigtan, ii, 28.
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Kamal, to take him away along with his valuable posssssons
into the Qizalbash quarters. He did not accept their wise
counsd, fearing that his leaving his house would enhance the
gravity of the situation.

Mohan Lal snt a note through his servant Abdullah
Kashmiri to Sir Alexander Burnes whose resdence was only a
few buildings away communicating to him the news he had*
received and seeking his advice. Burnes asked him to stay
where he was, telling him that he was sending for troops.
Half an hour later, Mohan Lal's servant informed him that
Burnes had besn persuaded toretire to the Bala Hissar for
Security.

After awhile some of the principal rebds, numbering not
more than thirty, approached Sr Alexander Burness house
Burnes sent two of his servants, one a Sayyid,8 and the other
named Hamid, to the rebds to inform them that their
privileges would be resored to them. The Sayyid was
instantly cut to pieces and Hamid sought safety in Burness
house The rebds then cimbed up the roofs of the neigh-
bouring houses and fired upon Burness house for about four
hours. The treasury next door, containing £ 17,000 in the charge

! The insurgents had closed the city gates to prevent reinforce-
ments :—"On the morning of the 2nd November," says Brigadier Shelton,
"l passed under the city wall about seven o'clock, when the cavarly
grass-cutters, who werein the habit of going through the town for their
grass, told methat thecity gate was shut, and that they could not get
in."Kaye,ii, 182

! Dost Mohammed, i i , 401-2.

The Sayyids are descendants of the holy prophet and command
the highest respect among the Mubalmans.
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Captain Johnson, was plundered. Meanwhile a large humber
of men from the city and suburbs also reached the place to
have a share in the booty. The house was then destroyed
by fire, and apoor woman wasburnt iniit.

Burnestried to pacify the rebdsfrom the window of an upper
room, but no onelistened to him.  On thecontrary balls and
bullets were showered on his house with the greater fury.
Captain William Broadfoot was hit in the chet. He was
brought downgtairs. The rebds then st fire to the door of the
room in which Broadfoot was lying, and the poor felow
was consumed in the flames. Lieutenant Charles Burnes then
came out into the garden, and after killing six Afghans was
shot dead. Afterwards Alexander Burnes came to the door
opening on the garden, and implored the people to spare his
life, but he recdved a "torrent of abuse” Burnes losng
all hope now prepared to die.  He might have enjoyed another
hour or two of life but these hours of agony and anguish he
determined to cut short. He forgot that he had any grievance
or any caue of complaint againg the rebds and his mind
was free of prgudice. Tying his black neck-cloth over his eyes
in order not to s from what direction the blow was struck,
and in a spirit of friendliness herushed into the midst of the
insurgents and in the twinkling of an eye was cut to pieces
Thus perished a great traveller, a well-known author, and a
palitician of no mean repute’

! Dost Mohammed, ii, 409; Socqueler, CXL-i. "It is said that
Mohun Lull hasnamed theman who killed poor Sir Alexander Burnes"
Lady Sale 81.

"It will be some consolation to the many friendsof Sir A. Burnes
to know, that among such anet of savages there was found one true
and sncere friend, who after an interval of two days, notwithstanding
the great risk he himsdf ran by so doing, had hisbody privately buried.
Thisman wastheNaib Shireef Khan." Socquder, Lx vii—uviii.
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3. Mohan Lal escapes

Mohan La had witnessed all this heart-rending sight
from thetop of his own housg, while the ballswere shattering
the panes of hisown windows. Therebes now turned towards
Mohan Lal's house Heat once hurried downgairs, made a
holein the adjacent wall of the house of Nazir Zafar, and
exaped into the street. The insurgents were, however, soon
upon him. He was caught, and was about to be cut to
pieces when luckily there appeared the good-natured Nawab
Muhammad Zaman Khan, acousn of Dot Muhammad K han,
who forcibly took Mohan Lal from hisassailants, wrapped himin
hisown blanket, carried him homeand gave him shdter in
the ladies apartment for fear of the rebds who included
his own son. The ladies offered Mohan Lal a sumptuous
breakfast, but his mind was so much upsat that he could
eat nothing. Hewas then shut upin adark room, and the
Nawab advised him to take off hisrings and to conceal them
somewhere, les his son be tempted to cut off his fingers for
the rings. In the meantime Mohan Lal's house was plundered
and his servants murdered.!

After some time Prince Fatah Jang, son of Shah Shuja-ul-
Mulk, paraded the gsreetsof the city, shouting, "destroy the

Khan Shirin  Khan was the head of the Qizalbashes and
Muhammad Shanf was his Naib or Deputy. He was a rich man
posessng large etates worth above two lakhsof rupees He paid a
large sum of money for interring the bodies of Barnes and his brother.
He did his utmogt in his power to hep the hogages left in Kabul
by secretly conveying to them articles of alittle comfort such as tea,
ugar, sockings glovesand even money ; and much that he sent never
reached them. For beingafriend of the Britiah he had to flee from
the country, leaving his entire property at the mercy of his enemies
cf. Lady Sale, 440-41.

! Panjab Records, 41C/62 and 161.
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infidels and plunder their property.” On hearing that the
name of the King was assodiated with the insurrection, the
Nawab became apprehensve on account of Mohan Lal's
presence in his house He therefore kept alarge number of
armed men concealed in hishouse to protect him.

In the evening Zaman Khan personally escorted Mohan
Lal to the Qizalbash quarters called Chandaul.® Hewas first
taken to the house of Naib Muhammad Sharif Khan, but
afterwards it was consdered advisable to transfer him to the
house of the Qizalbash Chief Khan Shirin Khan.®

! At the time of Nadir Shah's conquest of Kabul in 1738, a colony
of Iranis, Shiaby religion, known as Qizalbash, had sprung up in that
city. On the assassnation of that monarch in 1747 some sdtlers had
fled away, but many remained and took up service under Ahmad Shah
Abdah. Ther quarters stuated tothe south-wes of the city, strongly
fortified, were known by the name of Chandaul, which contained about
two thousand housss It was provided with bazars, baths, mosjues etc.
The Qtzalbashes preserved themsdves asa digtinct party, having their
separate police and courts of law and justice. But their military
reputation had been on the dedine for some time pagt.

Mason, ii, 260; ThePolicy of the Government of British I ndia, 12.

For the origin of the word Qizalbash consult D'Herbelot's
Bibliotheque Orientale, published in 1777

* Mohan Lal was beieved to have been killed on this occason.
Thefollowing appeared in the Asatic Journal, March, 1842, p. 215 :—

"The following isan account of the firs commencement of the
Cabul insurrection, which was credited at Kelat-i-Ghiljee and in Cal.
Madaren's Camp. It appears, that five chiefs, of whom Futtoolah Khan
was one, went to the house of Sir Alexander Burnes for a moolikat,
but Sr Alexander being absent, they were shewn into aroom where his
brother, Charles Burnes, was sitting with Mohun Lall. After they had
been a short time in the room, they suddenly started up, fell upon
Burnes and his Moonsheg, and cut them both to pieces  After perpetrat-
ing this atrocity, they rushed out into the sreets, wounding the sentry
on their way, raised a hullah, which soon spread over the city and ended
inagenera rie"
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No sooner did the newsof the murder of Alexander Burnes
and the plunder of the treasury spread about than men in
thousands joined the rebds® The storehouse! was pillaged,
sveral dficers killed, many regiments repulsed, and the
insurgents caused havoc on every sde of the cantonment and
the Bala Hissar 2

1 gykes, ii, 28, remarks :—"The news of the murders and of the
rich loot that had boon secured spread far and wide, and thousands of
armed Afghans hastened in from every direction. A weak British force
was sent out to attack Kabul, but fottunately failed to enter thecity,
where it would have been cut up.”

! Lady sde recorded on the 3rd November :—

"No military steps have been taken to suppress the insurrection,
nor even to protect our only means of subsistence (the Godowns), in the
event of asiege”” Journal, 46.

When the insurgents attacked the state houses "no determined
action was taken to expel them nor to reinforce the detachment in the
fort, its weak garrison, after a gallant defence, escaped by means of an
underground passage and the supplies were lost to the British." Sykes,
i, 28.

The store-houses contained 8000 maunds of wheat flour.
Kaye, ii, 1%4.

" The godown fort, "wrote Captain Johnson in his Journal, "was this
day something similar to a large ant's nest. Ere noon thousands and
thousands had assembled from far and wide to participate in the booty
of the English dogs, each man taking away with him as much as he could
carry -and to thiswewere all eye-witnesses." Kaye, ii, 196.

! The entry of the same date further runss—"The Envoy kept'
but few Affghans in hisemploy ; he had a newsreporter at 150 rupeesa
month, who had the credit of concocting splendid untruths, an old
moollah picked up a Kandahar, who, | believe, receives 200—a
man greatly in Sir William's confidence; there is dso an old cossid.
These people adhere to the Envoy, and flatter him into the belief that
the tumult is bash (nothing), and will shortly subside Jbtd; 47.
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4L ossof theBalaHissar averted, 18th November, 1841

Kabul had become the land of plots and counterplats.
The Britishers and the Shah were to be deprived of their only
sffe refuge, the Bala Hissar, through a plot. The Jamadar
of the Jizairchis, who wasin command at the upper tower of
thefort, deserted his post during the night of November 17-18,
1841, and accompanied by two non-commissoned officers,
visited the city secretlly. The plot, however, could not remain
concealed from Mohan Lal, who, though in hiding, was acquain-
ted with everything of importance going on in the city. He
immediately informed the Shah that the Jamadar had turned
traitor, and was going to hand over the tower to the insurgents
for 100 gold coins It had been arranged that a party of the
enemy should come during the night to take possesson of the
tower, which commanded the Bala Hissar and was the key
of thefort. The Shah was enraged, and immediately relieving
the whole party, appointed his faithful Rohilla troopsin their
places The Jamadar turned up in the evening, declaring
that he had gone to the city on private busnes He was put
in ironsand confined in the fort prison.*

5. Assassination of twoinsurgent leaders
Having taken refuge in the Qizalbash quarters, Mohan
Lal established daily communication® with Sir  William
Macnaghten and Captain J. B. Con oaily, the Envoy's cousn

! Lady Sale, 11011 ; Stocquelcr, Ixxxi-ii.

A note dated November 7, 1841, says — "Mohun Lall, and
the Naib Sheref were our newagivers from the city, and aways
kept us well acquainted with what was going on telling ua when
any poweiful chief or body of men arrived, and did all in ther
power to create a diverson in our favour, by gaining over some
drdarsto our sde but unsuccessfully.”  Stocquoler, Lxxhi.
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and political assgant. In the opinion of the Envoy Mohan Lal
was placed in favourable conditions to carry on negotiations
with the chis'swhom Sir William wanted to win over to his
caue On the 2nd of November, the day when the insurrection
had broken out Sir William Macnaghten wrote to Khan Shirin
Khan that if he "did not bring the head of Abdoollah Khan,
he would look on him as an enemy.l" On the 5th November,
1841, Mohan Lal recdved a letter from John Conolly :—

"Send me all the news you can by Kosids Tell the
Kuzzilbash' Chiefs Sherecn Khan, Naib Sheriff, in fact all
the chiefs of Sheeah persuason, to join againg the rebes.
You can promise one lakh of rupessto Khan Shereen on the
condition of hiskilling and sdzing the rebds and arming all
the Shesshs and immediately attacking all rebds This is
the time for the Shesahs to do good service Explain to them
that, if the Sooness once get the upper hand in the town they
will inmediately attack and plunder their part of the town.
Hold out promises of reward and money. Write to me very
frequently. Tell the chiefs who are well digposed, to send
respectable agents to the Envoy. Try and spread 'nifak*
among therebds.  In everything that you do consult me, and
write very often. Meer Hyder Purjabashi has ben st to
Khan Shereen, and will s you.

! Imperial Records Secret Consultation, 15th June, 1844, No.
226,14th Quegtion.

*The Shia Qizalbash kept themsdves apart from the political
gruggdles of the Sunni Afghans, and when theissue of the struggle ssemed
imminent, they declared in favour of the <rongest, and they were
always wdcomed as auxiliaries. "The Kazilbashis' sys Eyre, "are
vain and fond of display. They usually dress well, and attend more
to domegic comfort and persona deanliness than the Afghans, who
are very cardess of such matters. They also aurpass the latter m
genera refinement and civilization, but are inferior tothem in manly
virtues and in religious toleration." Malleson, 25-6.
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"P. S | promise 10,000 rupess for the head of each of the
principal rebe chiefs"*

At the same time an oral message was conveyed to him
through Mir Hyder Parjabashi, referred toin Conadly'sletter,
saying that Mohan Lal "will do great service to the State if
the principal rebds were executed by any means whatever " 2

On the nth November, Sr William Macnaghten wroteto
Mohan Ld —

"You should encourage the rival of Ameen-odlah Khan
by all posble means. This scoundrd and Abdoolah Khan
should be executed if we could catch them."®

On the same day Conally also wrote to him :—

"Thereisa man called Hajee Allee, who might be induced
by a bribe to try and bring the heads of one or two of the
moofsids. Endeavour tolet him know that 10,000 rupess will
be given for each head or even 15,000."*

Mohan Lal st himsdf to this task in right earnest. On
the same day that he received these two notes he sucossded in

! Imperial Records Secret Consultation, 15th June, 1844, No.
328 (lis). cf, a0 Kaye, li, 202, 217 ; Durand, 364.

This correpondenceis reproduced in full in the Appendix.

Kaye, ii, 202, says — * ' | wish that | had nothing more to say of
the efforts made out of the fair field of open battle to destroy the
power of the insurgent chiefs There is a darker page of history yet
to be written. This Mohun Lal had other work entrusted to him than
that spoken of in thexe letters. He wasnot directed merdy to appeal
to the cupidity of the chiefs by offering them large sums of money
to exert their influence in our favour. Hewasdirected, also, to offer
rewards for the heads of the principal insurgents”

2 Imperial Records, Secret Consultation, 15th June, 1844, No. 223.
% bid.,No. 228, (x).
* 1bid., No. 228. (in).
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engaging two men to whom he .advanced Rs. 18,000, promising
to pay the balance of Rs. 12,000, when they would bring in the
heads of Abdullah Khan'and Mir Magjidi,* who were believed
to be the "ablest and mogt rexlute leaders of the rebds in
fidd and council."®

On the 12th November, Mohan Lal informed Conolly that
he had "employed Mahomed Oollah and Abdool Uziz through
Agha Mahomed and Hudjee Ullee to do as proposed in his
note"* while the same news was conveyed to the Envoy.’
Macnaghten sent him a reply dated November 13 :—

"1 have recelved your letter of this morning'sdate, and
highly approve of all you have done"®

By the end of November, both the leaders were counted
among the dead. How they log ther lives is not exactly
known. On the 23rd of November, an action took place
between the British troops and the rebds and Abdullah Khan

! Abdullah K han Achakzai was responsble for organizing a conspi-
racy in Kabul to murder Burnesetc.

1 Mir Masjidi in October, 1841, "was sowing broadcast the seads of
rebellion,” and "openly raised the standard of revolt, and the people
were clugering around it"  fKaye, 11,157, 158J A little later he led
a revolt at Chankar, which was garrisoned by a Gurkha regiment.
Eldred Pottmger and Rattray were in charge of the pogt. Mir
Majidi cut down Rattray, and forced thegarrison to evacuatethe pog.
Only two officars Pottmger and Houghton, both serioudy wounded,
reached Kabul on the 15th November, 1841.

® Durand, 336.

*Imperial Records, Secret Consultation, 15th June, 1844, No. 226,
3rd Question

® | bid; 6th Question.

® Ibid; No. 228, (v).
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who was wounded, was removed from the battle-field. Abdul
Aziz, one of the men who had ben st upon the chiefs, claimed
thefull price of the blood declaring that he had shot him from
behind a wall, promising that poison would complete the work
which the bullet had partially effected. The chief died within
aweek. Mohan Lal, however, wasnot sure whether the chief
had been gruck down by the bullet of the troopsor of the
asasin. He therefore following Macnaghten's ingructions,
refused to pay the balance, alleging that the head of the chief
was not brought in according to the agreement.

Mir Magidi'sdeath isalso shrouded in mystery. Hisdeath
wes sudden and unexpected. Muhammad Allah Najar Ali, the
other man entrusted with the task swore that he had
" suffocated him when asleepe" ; and claimed the full reward of
his srvice The payment of the balance to him wasaw
refused on the same ground as was urged in the other case®

Thr ee per sons—Macnaghten, Conolly and M ohan Lal—must
share the respongbility in a greater or less degree for the
assassnation of thexe chiefs. Many writerson the firgt Afghan
War do not refer to this incident at all; and those who do,
would net implicate Sir William Macnaghten in this foul
busness Durand writes that "at a later period he
(Macnaghten) denied that it was his object to encourage
assassnation."* Kaye quotes the following letter, without
giving its source, from Macnaghten to Mohan Lal, dated 1
December:—

"1 am sorry to find from your letter of lagt night that
you should have supposad it was ever my object to encourage

Y 1bid, No. 223, Kaye, ii, 413; Durand, 366.

2 |mperial Records, Secret Consultation, 15th June, 1844, No. 233,
®Kaye, ii, 264.

* Durand, 363.
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assassnation. The rebds are very wicked men, but we must
not take unlawful means to destroy them."*!

The same writer dexribes another incident in support of
this opinion on the evidence of Captain Skinner,' who sated
that at a later period, it was suggeted to the Envoy by
Akbar Khan that he would ssoure the murder of Aminullah
Khan. On this the Envoy "shrank with abhorrence and
diggus" "aswring the ambasadors that, as a British
functionary, nothing would induce him to pay a price for
blood. "* Further on he remarks —

"1t may fairly be preumed that a man of nature so
humane, and of ingincts so honourable, would not have
encouraged or sanctioned the foul trade of secret murder, and
peremptorily denied his approval of measures which he had
himsdf originated or supported.”*

After the dose of the Afghan War, when Mohan Lal settled
in India, he applied to the Government of India, claiming the
amount of money advanced by him to the murderers, which
had not been paid to him by the Envoy owing to shortage of
funds On this a full explanation with definite proofs was
called for from him. Mohan Lal complied with the orders, and
produced original letters of Macnaghten and Conolly.®

! Kaye, ii, 205.

2 Captain Skinner was a party with Akbar at the time of the
murder of Sir William Macnaghten. He might have made this state-
ment to pretend his innocence cf. intra.

3 bid.

“Ibid, 256.

5 Kaye, ii, 412, Appendix, entitled " Sir William Macnaghten and
the price of blood," refers only to a fragmentary and incomplete
portion of thu correspondence
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This correspondence is reproduced in the Appendix, and will
convince the reader how futile have been the efforts of Kaye,
Durand and others in trying to prove that Sir William had
absolutedly no share in this affair. But we should not lose
sight of the fact that Macnaghten lived under mog critical and
trying drcumgtances which cog him his own life beddes that
of thousands of others, and that the dement of the gravest
provocation was always present.

6. Diplomatic servicesfromthe 2nd November tothe
22nd December, 1841

Having found a safe shdter in the Qizalbash quarters,
Mohan Lal was successfully carrying out Macnaghten's instruc-
tions. Macnaghten had clearly realized the miserable failure
of British arms. He now made up his mind to try another
weapon—money. He thought that if he could not beat off the
Afghans, he might buy them off. For this purpose Macnaghten
could find no better man than Mohan Lal. As early
as the 7th November, Mohan Lal received a letter from
Sir William :—

"1 am very glad to find that you are doing such excdlent
srvice Endosad are two letters for Khan Shexren
Khan and Mahomed Humza. You may asure them
both that if they perform the service they have under-
taken, the former shall recave onelakh, and thelatter.
50,000 rupess and everything dse they require. | hope
you will encourage Mahomed Yar Khan, the rival of
Aminoollah and aswure him that he shal have the
chiefship. You may give promisein my name to the
extent of 5 lakhs"*

! Panjab Records, 41C/161, para 65.
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Ancther letter from the Envoy dated the 8th November
stated :—

"1 fully approve of your having raised 30,000 rupess for
distribution among those digoosed to assist our cause,
but 1 would not advance more than 50,000 rupess
before ome service is actually rendered.”*

Mohan Lal opened negoatiations at therisk of hislife with
the Mullas of Kabul, desring them to relax their effoits from
exciting the réigious fedings of the people againg the British.
In the meantime Nawab Jabbar Khan communicated all the
news of the capital to Muhammad Akbar Khan, son of Amir
Dot Muhammad Khan, thenin Turkistan. With a view to
taking advantage of the insurrection, Akbar left Khulam and
reached Bamian. Mohan Lal reported thisto the Envoy and
suggested that the best course was to offer him an allowance
for which he had been asking o long, and to prevent him from
coming to Kabul. Otherwise, he said, the rebds would place
him at their head, and his leadership would consderably
grengthen and unify the insurgents But the Envoy reected
the proposal 2

In conformity with the Envoy's ingructions, Mohan Lal
employed Naib Muhammad Sharif to deal with the Ghilzai

' Ibid. Lady Sde in her Journal on p. 66 recorded:—"Sir
William has given onu of the Kuzzilbash chiefs 50,000 rupees to raise
a diverdon in our favour, and has promised him two lakhs more if
he succeds™

! Panjab Records, 41C/161, para66. "Early in November," says
Kaye, ii, 259, "Mohan Lal had suggeted to Macnaghten the
expediency of endeavouring to corrupt the Sirdar before his advance
upon the capital; but the Envoy had received' dightingly the proposal
and no overtureshad been made to the son of Dost Mahomed before
hisarrival at the capital.”"
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chiefs and their Governor Hamza Khan, who at the head of
4,000 men were firing on the British cantonments from the
south-eastern dde ; while the rest of the rebds were fighting in
the north-western sde. Mohan La promised the chiefs two
lakhs of rupees provided they either left the rebes and waited
on the Shah, or went back to their country to keep the road
open for the English mail. The Ghilzais accepted the terms,
and they wrote an agreement on the leaf of the holy Koran.
They, however, indsted on receiving Rs. 50,000 in advance out
of the stipulated sum.*

Conddering the advantage of an immediate digpersal of the
rebels, Mohan Lal agreed to pay this sum, and reported the
same to the Envoy. Macnaghten approved of Mohan Lal's
negotiations, but suggested that the Ghilzais should leave some
of their men "as security for fulfilling their promises after
getting 50,000 rupess” He as desred them to pay their
respects to the Shah.?

Mohan Lal could not induce the Ghilzais to give security, as
they alleged they would be disgraced for accepting- bribes;
and they did not like to wait upon the Shah for fear of
degradation in the eyes of the people Macnaghten finally
replied to Mohan Lal: "I do not like to give 50,000 rupees
without some security.” The Ghilzais felt annoyed and joined
Muhammad Akbar Khan.*

By this time the insurrection had soread to Kandahar,
Kalat-i-Ghilzai, Ghazni and Jalalabad. Nawab Muhammad
Zaman Khan dedared himsdf King of Afghanistan. Akbar

L Ibid; 67.
Jbid ; 68.
% Ibid;69.
12
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Khan had returned from Bamian to Kabul on November 22
and was pursuing a double policy, carrying on negotiations
with the Envoy aswell aswith Nawab Zaman K han.!

The difficulties of the Envoy were, on the other hand,
increasng tremendoudy. The soldiery had become thoroughly
demoralised, and no general was prepared to leave the canton-
ments. Beddes, "some of our English writers had gone over
«to the rebds and read the intercepted letters of the Envoy."®
The dte of the cantonments was situated far from the base
of the water supply, and therefore it had to be abandoned.
The Charikar regiment fell into confuson, and was. destroyed
by the enemy, and " their females with many other surviving
Gorkhas, were distributed and sold as daves"® The supplies
began to fail, and "it was through the mog active and
extraordinary exertions of Captain Boyd, and especialy of
Captain Johnson, that now and then a quantity of grain was
brought for sale secretly into the cantonment.”*

In this predicament, Sr William was presssd by the
military authorities to order a retreat. He entreated them
ether to sand their ground or toretireto the Bala Hissar in
order to maintain the semblance of British presige and
honour. But they would not listen.  Finding them adamant,
the Envoy unwillingly opened communications with Akbar
Khan, now the chief leader of oppostion, regarding plans for
evacuating the country. Macnaghten met him on thenth
December, and made an agreement with him promisng to
evacuate the cantonmentsin three days time.®

! Dost Mohammed, ii, 416-7.

2 Imperial Records Secret Consultation, 15th June, 1844, No. 223.
® Dost Mohammed, ii, 416.

*Ibid ; 419-20.

®Sykes, ii, 30.
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7. Murder of the Envoy, 23rd December, 1841

Macnaghten had realized that his only hope lay in
creating dissendons among the insurgent chiefs, and with
this aim in view he ddayed the execution of the treaty.
On the other hand Akbar Khan was in dose touch with the
situation in the British camp, and knew very well the weak
postion of Sr William Macnaghten, and he resolved to take
full advantage of it." Consequently, in the night of the 22nd
December, Muhammad Sadiq, Captain Skinner and Sarwar
Khan Lohani, in the capacity of agents of Akbar khan,
waited upon the Envoy, and decided for an interview between
him and Akbar, outsdethe cantonmentsthe following day.
The conversation was to take place about thee terms:
Akbar wanted to be appointed miniser to Shah Shuja-ul
Mulk on theannual salary of four lakhsof rupees, and in
addition to be given a reward of thirty lakhs. In return
Akbar would cause the dispersal of the rebels, or would
employ a strong cavalry force to protect the British cause and
enable them to remain in Kabul; or would safdy conduct
the British forces to Jalalabad. In reality it was a trap
laid for Macnaghten. The sheme was to get hold of the

1 An Englishman of the Political Department says;—'But so
little was his [ Macnaghten's ] authority exerted beyond the
districts dependent on that city, that he can sarce be regarded as
the supreme authority or governor beyond the Indus The dfficars in
political charge at Candahar and Qucttah acted, if not nominally, at
leagt virtually, in independence of him, white the Agent in Upper
Sindh entirely disclaimed his authority. On the other hand, the chief
military commanders were still more intractable, and carried ther
jedlousy of the civil power to such a height that their object appeared
to berather to counteract and thwart any suggetion made to them
from that quarter, than to avail themsdves of it." Dry Leavesfrom
Young Egypt, 53-54.
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Envoy, to bring him into the city and to compd him to
hand over all his treasure and arms, and then to put him
todeath. Mirza Khudadad wasalso a member of this cons
piracy. He was a friend of Mohan Lal and probably with
a view to obtain a reward, he informed him of thereal
nature of the affair. This information was given to Mohan
Lal on the 23rd December at 10 o'clock in the morning,
and the interview wasto take place at 12 noon. Mohan Lal
immediately sent his man to the Envoy warning him not to
meet Akbar at all. In reply he received the following note
from Macnaghten:—

"1 am very glad to find that you are doing such excdlent
srvices | hope the matters will still be right as
I am taking steps for keeping open our negatiations.
| thoroughly approve of all you have done and you
may rely on my attending to your wishes Send your
man again to me tomorrow. | have entrusted him
with a verbal message  If the people choose to quarre
among themsdves, and we are allowed to remain
here, you may spend twenty lakhs of rupees to effect
thiscause but no timeistobe log. | rely on your
discretion. Do not let me appear in this matter.
In the meantime | am not idle on this dde, and hope
everythingwill turn out aswe wish."*

Macnaghten's mind was not quite free from anxiety, but
as the military authorities indsed on immediate evacuation,
there was no other alternative but to discuss the matter with
Akbar khan. By way of precaution, however, he ordered
that two regiments should be kept ready outsde the can-
tonments. Hethen went out to meet Akbar. The interview
took place within the digance of a musket-shot from the

! Panjab Reoords 41C/62.
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cantonments. While talking Akbar caught the Envoy by the
waig and asked him to get on hoissback. Macnaghten
refused to comply, and in the sruggle he uttered only three
words, "Azbarai Khuda" (for God's sake). On Macnaghten's
resgance Akbar shot the Envoy with apistol. Hewas till
alive, but Akbar ordered his servant tofire a jizair with a
larger ball, which put an end to his life. The officers of
theguard with the Envoy made no exertions to hdp him,
no gun was fired by the British troops, and no troops came
from the cantonments® Akbar then cut off his head and
dragged his body along with that of Captain Trevor to the
city, where they were kept hanging for two days in the
bazar and then thrown into a well. The head was sent to
Khulam. Lady Macnaghten's efforts to obtain the head of
her late hushand for a large sum availed her nothing; but
Mohan Lal purchased the ring of the Envoy and st it to
her *

™ In the cantonments” says Durand, " all was apathy, and
in decison.  Although within sght of the scene, no attempt was made to
avenge the daughtered envoy and to recover hisbody from a cowar dly mob
who boredff in triumph his mangled remainsto parade them in the city
of Cabul." p. 376.

2 Panjab Records, 41C/161, paras 91—92; 41C/57; Stocqueler,
exlviii—cli and cliv—vi.

Mohan Lal passes srious drictures againg many British offidals
He saysthat they exonerated Akbar Khan declaring that he murdered
the Envoy "in a moment of desperation” and "that it never waspre-
meditated." Kaye, ii, 413. Again he accuss them of disdosng the
intentions of the Home Government to Akbar :—

"Thedifference of opinion and the doubt on the subject have not
unjustly been raised by those who, while dining and conversng with
the assasdn during their imprisonment flattered him mogt imprudently
by giving him the views of all the Parliamentary spesches and by
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8. Massacreof British forcesandimprisonment of survivors,
7th January, 1842

After the horrible murder of the Envoy, Major Pottinger
sucosded to the political office He again opened negotia-
tions with Akbar Khan to ssure the retreat of the army,
and agreed to pay them money by billsif they were allowed
to procesd safdy to Jalalabad. Akbar found in this move
an excdlent opportunity of destroying the entire British
camp. Mohan Lal tried his bet to dissuade Pottinger from
leaving the cantonments, and on finding them determined
to retire, he suggesed that in order to ensure security "he
should exert to procure a properly written and sealed paper
by all the chiefs espedially the Kuzzilbashes guaranteeing
themsdves for our safety and their sonsshould accompany
our camps" To this he received the falowing answer from
Captain Lawrence, themilitary sscretary :—

"Sr, Thanks for your letter and the hints it contains;
the chiefs have sgned the treaty, and the sns of
them accompany us Asfor attacking us on the road
wearein the hands of God and in Him we trust."*

Mohan Lal again informed him that the Qizalbash chiefs
had not sgned the treaty, and they would not do o, as the
Barakzais were not sncere in their designs He explained
that they would not be protected by the rebes, nor would
they be accompanied by the sons of the chiefs. No heed

asuring him that England will not keep possesson of Afghanistan, but
that it disapproved of the policy of the Indian Government, and has
ordered evacuation of that country. Why such information and gpesches
weretrandated by some of us to please Akbajr Khan is a matter for
othersto determine and is not one of my suggesting” Dost Mohammed,
i, 425—86.

! Panjab Records, 41C/161, para 95.
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was paid to this warning. Mohan Lal laments this cardess
nes—"As the unfortunate hours were impending upon us,
nothing was heard." The withdrawal of the British forces
was decided upon. Mohan Lal was excorted from the Qizalbash
quarters by Sultan Muhammad Khan, the son-in-law of Khan
Shirin Khan. On the road to the camp they were assailed
by a large number of men. One of the excorts was wounded
and a mule loaded with provisions was carried away.

The road was covered with show, and both ddes of it
occupied by the hogtile Ghilzais. " The men wer€", says Sykes,
" digpirited and were becoming demoralized ; rations, transport
and forage were lacking."! The retreat began on the6th
January, 1842 ; but no soone had the regiments evacuated
the cantonments than the camp-followers were attacked.
The camp equipage was plundered and the men merciledy
destroyed. " The whole of the road presented a terrible scene
by leaving the dead bodies of our people frozen in every
direction."®

On the 7th January the British camp was surrounded
by Akbar. He took Major Pottinger and some other British
officers as hostages, and promised that he would conduct the
res safdy to Jalalabad. Then he gokein the Turkish and
Pashto languages to his followers advising them to plunder and
degtroy the infidels, while in Perdan he asked them not to
molest anybody. Mohan Lal now redlized in what danger all
of them were placed. But he could do nothing except
ensure his own safety by seeking assstance of some Afghan,
and this heimmediately did. As soon as the British army

L Ibid , paras 96-8.
2 History of Afghanistan, ii, 33.
3 There were "about 4500 fighting men, and 12,000 followers"
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entered the narrow and frozen valley of Khurdkabul, they
wee furioudy attacked, and in a short time a force of
nearly 20,000 was destroyed in cold blood ; Dr. Bryden alone
, managed to esxcape to Jalalabad to tell the woeful tale® "I
can hardly expressin writing," says Mohan Lal, "the horrid
e | have witnessad and the mogt disgraceful tieatment
the British officers ladies and servants havereceived in this
country."*

Lady Sale, 221. Durand, p. 369, puts the number at “450b fighting
men, and from 12,000to 15,000 folowers. The sameauthor saysthat
the British gaveover " 20,000 souls as a prey to famine, cold, and the
edge of the sword." Ibid; 376. Of these 700 were European fighting
men and therest Indians. Malleson, 410, f.n. " The whole road was
covered with men, women and children lying down in thesnow to die.”
Lady Sale, 225.

! Panjab Records, 41C/161, para 98.

2 | bid; 99—100; 41C/62.

"Never," says Bosworth Smith, "surdy in the whole course of
hisory has wrong doing been more terribly and more deservedly
avenged." Quoted in the Gate-kegpersof India, 16,



CHAPTER 1X
SACRIFICE AND SUFFERING IN CONFINEMENT

I.  The insurrection spreads

Mohan Lal had a narrow exape He was protected and
brought back to Kabul by a friend. He took up hisquarters
in the house of his old hog Khan Shirin Khan in Chandaul
and remained in confinement for a little over eight months.

The affair of the British army at Kabul wasover by the
13th January. The nearet and drongest defensve outpost
of the British was at Jalalabad, 124 miles from Kabul.
Here Sr Robert Sale the Commander of the British forces
and Major Macgregor, the Political Agent, held out bravely.
It was to this place that Akbar now turned his attention on
the 18th January, 1842. He demanded the immediate evacua-
tion of the fort; but Sale and Macgregor boldly refused to
comply in spite of the fact that they had ben ordered to
do s0 by General Elphinstone and Major Pottinger.

The difficulties of the British authorities were arising in
other quarters also. The rebds snt two chiefs to subdue
Ghazni, which fell after "a very little resgance” In the
engagement one English lady who was in male dress was Killed,
and nine officars were taken prisones At Kalat-i-Ghilzai
Major Leech offered stout resstance, and therebdsretired;
but afterwards it had to be abandoned. The chiefs of
Kandahar roe againg the British authorities there.  The
English officers who commanded the Afghan corps were

! Post Mohammed, ii, 431.
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murdered, and one of the city gateswasburnt. Sr William
Nott, however, bravely hed out; but in spite of uniform
ucosss he was unable to march towards Kabul for nearly eight
months*

2. A Hazardous Enterprize

It was under such critical circumsances that Mohan Lal,
at great personal risk, managed to collect and to transmit to
Jalalabad, almost daily news at once accurate and detailed,
of the dtuation in the capital. He as tried to cause
disruption among the insurgents, winning as many as possble
tothe dde of the British. He suggested to Macgregor and
Pollock what kind of letters should be written to various
chiefs who were kindly disposed towards the British, deivered
them to the parties and pesons concerned, and conveyed
their repliesto Jalalabad. He gave his own criticism of the
day-to-day British policy and valuable suggestions for the
guidance of the British officers In spite of a regular watch
on him and strict guard on theroads leading in all directions
but particularly to Jalalabad not a sngle letter of Mohan
Lal wasever intercepted, though he continued writing on an
average two or three letters a wesk for upwards of eight
months?®

This was Mohan Lal's mog splendid achievement and
hewasrightly proud of it: —

"1f | would fear (had feared for) my life, therewasnot a
sngle 'man to send inteligence to Government at such
a cigs; and it was the mos wonderful thing that

! Panjab Records, 41C/161 paras 105-7; Mohan Lal's letter to
Major Macgregor, dated 1¢ March, 1842, cf, Panjab Records, 41C/57.
! Panjab Records, 41C/57,
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| managed the degpatch of letters so regularly and
safdy that none of them was ever intercepted by the
enemy while the roads to Jellalabad were watched on
every sept

The suooss of the perilous adventure depended firsly
on theright sdection of men in whom he could confide without
any fear of betrayal, asthe dightes evidence againg Mohan
Lal was afficient to involve him in danger not only to his
owvn life, but aso to that of his father, wife and children
who were present there, and his friends and sympathisers.
But Mohan Lal was singularly fortunate in possssng this
gift; and all men whom he sdected and employed remained
thoroughly faithful to him. The ssond factor was money.
He had no money of hisown asall of it had been plundered
on the day of the commencament of theinsurrection But
such was the trust and confidence established by Mohan Lal
that not to gpeek of merchants and ordinary men even
women were prepared to pawn their ornaments to supply money
to him, and while in dose confinement he was able to raise
about Rs. 36,000.2

3. Remainsin Kabul in British I nterest
In addition to certain British prisoners who were kept in
dose confinement, Mohan Lal wastheonly Indian officer present
in Kabul. Realizing the dangerous Stuation hewasin, he was

! Letter from Mohan Lal published in the Calcutta Englishman and
reproduced in Vincent EyresJournal, p 416

2 Mohan Lal spent Rs 18,328/9/- for furnishing intelligence, and
Akbar Khan extracted from him Rs 17,673. c¢f Imperial Records, Secret
Conaultation, 28th December, 1842, No 741, and Panjab Records
41C/185, dated 2qth July, 1842
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anxious to leave Kabul and join Sale and Macgregor at
Jalalabad. He requested his hog Khan Shirin Khan to
exort him to Jalalabad, but Khan Shirin could not summon
courage to undertake the risky busness  So he put him off by
promisng to ssize some more suitable opportunity for the
purpose. Mohan Lal ultimately sought Macgregor's assgtance
to achieve thisobject, and in a letter dated the 10th April
hewrote:—

"1 pray day and night that Khan Sheereen Khan would
exort me safdy to you and rdease me from this
confinement. Since he could not take me beyond the
K Otul, he brought me forcibly back and wrote to you
on the subject; he promiss everyday to snd me
to you, but the promiss of this country are never
fulfilled. If you oblige and emancipate me, | beg
you to write to him to snd me toyou, but do so if
you please by a secret opportunity.”*

Again, in a letter dated the 17th April, he implored
Macgregor \—

"Pray ak Khan Sheereen Khan to snd me to you as
Aminoollah talks to deprive me of his protection.”*

It happened just as he had expected. Aminullah Khan
accussd Mohan Lal of carrying on correppondence with
Jalalabad and Kandahar, though he had not bemn ableto
intercept any letter. Hevisted Khan Shirin Khan tliree times,
and offered him Rs. 20,000 if he would deliver Mohan Lal to
him. Finding his efforts of no avail heincited Muhammad Akbar
Khan againgt Mohan Lal and Khan Shirin. Akbar also suspected

! Panjab Records, 41C/57.
2| bid; 41C/42.
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Mohan Lal of conveying the news of the capital to Jalalabad.
Akbar dedded to place Mohan Lal in his personal charge
along with the British prisoners  Consequently, he united the
Ghilzais, Kabulis, and Kohigtanis, and brought their leadersto
Khan Shirin Khan presing upon him the necessity of handing
over Mohan Lal to Akbar. The Qizalbash Chief first entreated
* him to leave the matter there, and on Akbar's persgence
prepared to appeal to arms. Akbar thereupon withdrew his
cdaim saying that if in hisopinion Mohan Lal's saying with
him was not injuring the interest of the Mudims, he would not
offend the chief by asking him to surrender Mohan Lal.!

Mohan Lal wrote all this to Macgregor, and on the 4th
May he recaved a reply from Jalalabad also acknowledging
recapt of all his letters which Mohan Lal had written snce
January. Macgregor wished Mohan Lal to continue staying
in Kabul:—" If you do not endanger your safety by remaining
in the city of Cabool, you will bevery usful to ustherein
sending us inteligence of the proceedings of the chiefs"*
In another letter Macgregor stated :—

"Write to me continually, and as regards yoursdf you
may be asured that | shall be actuated with the
same degree of friendship with which the lamented
Sr William Macnaghten and Sir Alexander Burnes
regarded you." *

Mohan Lal at once gave up theidea of leaving Kabul, and
lesolved to carry out the wishes of Macgregor. He wrote:—

"1 have aways sent you inteligence without fail snce the
destruction of General Elphingtone's force, and now

! |bid ; 41C/161, para 138.
2 |bid ; 41C/161, para 140.
3 bid.
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will continue to be active in doing 0. | have scretly
placed my relation Rishi Nathin the Bala Hissar to
inform me of the daily occurrences and employed two
men to go round toamos every chief's house and
to give particular accounts of them for your notice"*

4. Arrested by Akbar

Akbar's suspidon regarding Mohan Lal's corregpondence
with Jalalabad was growing stronger day by day, but he could
not get any postive proof to this effect in spite of his best
eforts He therefore made up his mind to seze Mohan Lal.
On the30th May Akbar Khan and Jabbar Khan won over
the support of Ghilzai, Kabuli and Kohistani Chiefs, and they
gathered their forcesin the city. Khan Shirin Khan, finding
the oppogtion more sxious this time, told Mohan Lal in
the evening to change his room. On ascertaining the reason
Mohan Lal sent a message to three other Persian chiefs who had
certain differences with Khan Shirin, and thus united them in
acommon caue  Healso won over Nawab Muhammad Zaman
Khan to join the Persan chiefs Then ameseting of both
parties took place at the house of Muhammad Zaman K han.
Jabbar Khan demanded Mohan Lal from Khan Shirin. On
this the Persan chiefsflared up and threatened armed action
if any attempt was made upon Mohan La. Muhammad
Zaman Khan abused Akbar, declaring that hewould not allow
him to interfere with Khan Shirin Khan. On this Jabbar
Khan lost histemper and called Zaman Khan an ass At this
Zaman Khan Was incensad, pulled the beard of Jabbar Khan,
gruck him a blow, and turned him out of hishouss The
Pergan chiefs got ready to fight; but Akbar remained quiet,
and the meding dispersed.  Prince Fatah Jang promised to

! Panjab Records, 41C/64
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lend one lakh of rupessto Khan Shirin Khan for fighting the
Barakzais. Akbar finding such heavy odds arrayed againg him
visted Khan Shirin, apologised to him, and thus, for the time
being, dosd the incident.*

Akbar was however, waiting for an opportunity. On the
21¢ June Akbar defested Zaman Khan, and sent his troops
againg Khan Shirin. Mohan Lal at once left his house and
concedled himsdf, thus duding the gragp of his pursuers  But
he was apprehensve of his arres at any moment! On the
22nd June he wrote :—

"In cae Mahomed Akbar may catch me or force meto
write to the General or any other authority, heis not
to reply my letter saying that | wasnot in service
| will not date the letter. | may write by his advice,
and thus you may know that it is not to be answered."®

The same day, on the 22nd June, 1842, Akbar sucoesded
in capturing Mohan Lal. He was confined in a room opposte
to that where Major Pottinger was imprisoned. Mohan Lal,
however, won over Muhammad Mirza, one of the principal
rebd chiefs a great favourite of Akbar and arival of Khan
Shirin.  He requesed him to soure his trandfer to his own
house in the Perdan quarters. This was done, and he was
brought there two days later; but he was kept under drict
vigilance*

! Panjab Records, 41C/109, Mohan Lal to Macgregor, dated 22nd
Jane, 1842.

2 |bid; 41C/143 and 410/144, Mohan Lal to Sir R. Shakespeare,
Military Secretary at Jalalabad, dated 21¢t and 22nd June, 1842.

% Panjab Records, 41C/144, Mohan Lal to Shakespeare, dated 22nd
June, 1842.

“ | bid; 41C/148, Mohan Lal to Shakespeare, dated 24th June, 1842.
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Major-General Pollock commanding troops in Afghanistan,
and then encamped at Jalalabad, addressed the following letter
to the Governor-General, while announcing.this incident :—

"I regret to have to report the sazure of Moonshee Mohun
Lal by Mahomed Akbar Khan. | will endeavour to
engage ome other person to supply the place of the
Moonshee in sending me inteligence from Cabool, but
| venture to take this opportunity of bringing to the
notice of the Rt. Hon'ble the Governor-General thezeal
and perseverance of Moonshee Mohun La who under
very difficult drcumdances, and at very great personal
risk has contrived to send me regular and correct infor-
mation of the state of the different parties at Cabool."*

Lord Ellenborough, the Governor-General of India,
expresed his approbation of Mohan Lal's srvicesin equally
grong terms—

“In reply | am directed to inform you that the Governor-
General duly appreciated the zeal and intdligence
digplayed by Mohan Lal during the late events at
Kabul and regrets that the sate is likely to be deprived
for a time of that officer's services"!

Whilein captivity, Mohan Lal contrived means to maintain
correpondence with Jalalabad. His firg letter was addressd
. only after two days. In another letter he wrote :—

"1 am heredtrictly watched, but can steal time towrite/'*

! Panjab Records, 41C/X46, Major-General Pollock to Maddock,
Secretary to Govt, Political Deptt., dated Jalalabad, the 26th June, 1842.
* Panjab Records, 41C/196 ; Dogt Mohammed, ii, 467.

Panjab Records 41C/151, Mohan Lal to Shakespeare, 26th
June, 1842.
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Regarding hismethod of sending news he says :—

"1 have adopted the most wise plan to transmit my letters
which through the favour of God have never been
hitherto intercepted or miscarried. | have got posses
sion of some of the Ghilzies who leave this (place) with
my letter, armed and in the soldier'sdress. It isto
prevent the suspicions of the people on the road, and
| do not think it safeto send one man, but always send
two, three, or sometimes four men with each of my
letters. | pay for each of my letters from 150 to 200
rupees, when the answer reaches me from Jellalabad."*

Some further difficulties were put in Mohan Lal's way
to prevent any chance of his writing. He was not allowed
to visit his father, wife and children who were placed in the
house opposite to that of his confinement. Thus he was
deprived of the opportunity of getting paper, pen and ink.
Guards were posted to keep watch over him day and night.
He, however, won over the guards, and at mid-day when it
was hot, he secured their permission to sleep in the room of
Shikarpuri bankers, who provided him with writing materials.
Under Akbar's orders no food was given to him till 4 o'clock
in the afternoon, and dinner was served at eleven in the
night. But this hardship had no deterrent effect upon him :—
"1 am not fearful and lazy."*

1 Panjab Records, 41C/157, Mohan L al to Shakespeare, 1st July, 1842.

"Each of the three cossids who were the bearers of each of my
letters was paid at 50 rupees, but still they were cheaper and safer than
those employed by thelateLt. J. Conolly."

Imperial Records, Secret Consultation, 28th .December, 1842,
No. 741.

* Panjab Records, 41C/162, Mohan Lal to Shakespeare, 4th July,
1842.

13
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Akbar was always sugpidous of Mohan Lal, and beieved
that he was carrying on correppondence with the British
officers at Jalalabad. Consequently, on the 9th July he
removed him into the Bala Hissar, and kept him under the
charge of Sultan Jan. But the same day Mohan Lal sent
aletter saying :—

"l am not for mysdf, but regret in anticipating that
| may lose the opportunity of writing you the news.
But | will send you in Perdan and you may reply
asusual."!

5. Tortured

Akbar's mind was not at rest, and he sugpected that Mohan
Lal was writing even from the Bala Hissar. Therefore
two days later he placed him in the charge of a more
grict person, Mulla Jalal, to whose house he was brought.
Though under the drictes survellance and suffering from
acute anguish as a result of torture, he found meansto write
only three days later. It isremarkable how he intermingles with
the pathetic tale of his sufferings the important news of the
place. A study of the psychology of his mind will reveal the
fact that the idea of conveying the news was uppermod in his
mind even under persecution. Hisletter ran :—

"Akbar on the night of the nth instant put mein charge
of Mulla Jalal Achukziein whose house | was forced to
lie down and a couch placed over me on which the
people jumped and are beating me with gicks and
tormentingmein very rude and unmerciful manner.
Akbar wants 30,000 rupess from me, says otherwise

! Panjab Records, 410/165, Mohan Lal to Shakegpeare, Sth July,
1842
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he will pull out my eyes; all my body has bemn
severey beaten. | cannot promise anything without
Government's order, but se mysdf destroyed.
Candahar rebds with 300 horse have reached here
Hajee Alee will leave this (place) for Jallalabad.
Grain is nearly cut. Akbar has married a sger of
Ameenoollah.  All my feet is wounded by bastina-
doing."*

Three days afterwards he again narrated the painful story
of his affliction, also suggesting remedy for the same :—

" Akbar has confined me very strictly, no man is allowed
to come to me, and | induced one of my guards
to supply me with the paper, etc., from my servant
whom | have desred to remain always out in the
sreet where | am confined. | auffer very much.
Sometimes | am pinioned and a heavy gone is placed
over my back, while the red pepper is burnt before
my noe and eyes Sometimes| am bagtinadoed. In
short | suffer every imaginable agony. He wants 30,000
rupess out of which he has hitherto got 12,000 after
usng me very rudely. The remainder if not paid in
the course of 10 days, he says he will pull out my eyes
and burn my body with hot iron. If any of Akbar's
men are in attendance with Captain Troupewho |
hear is gone to the General, it would be better to send
message or writeto Akbar that if he takes any money
from our prisoners whether Englishmen or Indiansthe
same shall be deducted from the allowances of his
family at Loodianah, and if he injures any of us, the

! panjab Records, 41C/172, Mohan Lal to Shakcspoare, 14th July,
1842.
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same injury shall beinflicted upon his family. If we
threaten him in this manne we will sscure good
treatment for us"*

Mohan Lal found the situation in Kabul favourable to the
British Government, and in almost every letter snce April
he had bemn urging General Padllock's immediate inarch to
Kabul; but he could not move unles the Kandahar foroes
were to join hands with him in Kabul. Finding himsdf
placed in a srious stuation, and being not very hopeful of
the General's move, he wrote :—

"|f the drcumgances are not favourable for the march
of thearmy to Cabooal, kindly tell meso that | may
regulate my conduct accordingly. | will write every
5th day* hereafter unless some urgent business occurs.
Government shall take care of my wife, two children,
and an old father. Akbar says if | am not alive,
he has no fear."®

Mohan Lal made piteous appeels to the British authorities
at Jalalabad to ddiver him from his sufferings but on
receiving no reply from there he gave himsdf up to despair.
Henceforward he spoke of himsdf in the third person. He
wiote :—

"Mohun Lall is severdy beaten three times and most
disgracefully and cruelly treated. He has been hitherto

! Panjab Records, 410/176, Mohan Lal to Shakespeare, 17th July,
1842.

2 Actually, however, Mohan Lal's letters became more frequent and
he sent news almost daily.

% panjab Records, 41C/176, Mohan Lal to Shakespeare, 17th July,
1842.
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forced to pay 18,000 rupess and God knows what may
befall him more than this. Kindly do. something for
his rdlease from such pains”*

Repeating the doleful story that he "wasagain pinioned
and sverdy beaten till eght in the morning/ he
requested the General to write to Major Pottinger to get
himsdf placed with the British prisoners® General Pollock
wrote to Akbar accordingly, and in conssgquence Mohan
Lal was snt to live with the prisoners, and the money
that had been sbzed from him after the 26th July was
returned to him, Akbar keeping only the money taken
previoudy amounting to Rs. 17,6733

Mohan Lal was again separated from the prisoners and
kept in the city with Mulla Jalal, ardigiousguide. Hewas
now logt in despondency, and entreated the Government in
cae of his death to fix an alowance of Rs. 100 per mensm
on his two daughters, bdow two years of age, and to have
them educated in the English schod at Ludhiana under the
guardianship of Hodges, and Rs. 50 per mensam for hiswife*

! Panjab Records, 41C/184, Mohan Lal to Shakespeare, 26th July,
1842.

2 panjab Records, 410/185, Mohan Lal to Shakespeare, 29th July.
1842.

3 Panjab Records, 410/189, Shakespeare to Mohan Lal, 25th July,
and 41C/185, Mohan Lal to Shakegpeare 29th July. Akbar, while
intimating to Pallock, the transfer of Mohan Lal to the Prisoners
quarters wrote:—" In the time when there was strife between meand
Mahomed Zaman Khan | conddered, it necessary for many reasonsto
have Moonshee Mohun Lal removed to another place, without threatsor
violence.  Some money was received from him on different occasons”
Panjab Records, 41C/186; cf. Eyre, 323.

4 Panjab Records, 410/196, Mohan Lal to Shakespeare, 12th August,
1842.
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On the 14 September, Mohan Lal was ordered by Akbar
to pay the balance of Rs. 12,000 or to "be ready to be blown
up by gun or proceed to Turkistan."* On the 4th September,
Akbar asked Mohan La to go with his sgter to Turkistan to
join the prisoners.  Mohan Lal protesed and reminded Akbar
of the promise he had made with him on the day when Akbar
got money from Mohan Lal to the effect that he would not
be sent to Turkistan. Consequently, Akbar changed his mind
and decided to keep Mohan Lal with him.*

On the 9th September, Mohan Lal managed to exape
from the prison of Akbar Khan.® He came to the Afshar fort,
and was protected by a large body of Qizalbash cavalry.*

! Panjab Records, 410/210, Mohan Lal to Shakepeare, 1t Sep-
tember, 1842.

2 panjab Records, 41C/207, Mohan Lal to Shakespeare, 4th Septem-
ber. 1842

Y Imperial Records, Secret Consultation, 28th December, 1842,
No. 741-

How the old spirit of true friendship was maintained by a Mudim
dass-mate of Mohan Lal on thisoccason, isworth quoting in thewords
o Mohan La :—

"While | was a prisoner in Kabul, amongs all my numerous
relations and friends, Shahamat Ali aone volunteered to obtain my
rdease at his own expense. Not being present at L odiana himsdf, he
wrote from Indore, and authorised Suraj Bhan, a brave officer at the
Lahore Court, to expend as far as 10,000 rupees employing some
influential emissary, to procure my exape from Kabul. This was
indeed, a generous and naoble act of friendship. However, circumstances
would not allow itssuccessful execution.” Travels, 478-9.

4 Travels, 475.



CHAPTER X

POLITICAL SITUATION IN KABUL
JANUARY TO SEPTEMBER, 1842

9th January, 1842

No soone had Mohan Lal taken sheter with hisold host
Khan Shirin Khan than he st himsdf in right earnest to the
task of reportingethe political-situation in Kabul to the
political and military officers at Jalalabad. His first letter
was written only two days after the massacre, on the 9th
January, 1842. In this he gave a very brief review of the
mishap that happened to the British forces on the 7th January,
18423

29th January

The political situation in the country being very uncertain
and extremey risky, Mohan Lal wanted to bide histimein
order to find what fate had overtaken hisfirst letter. This
was a task full of peril not only for Mohan Lal but also for the
messenga's who had to travel the long distance of about 124
miles. The difficulties had condderably increased owing to
the nearness of Akbar who was was on hisway to Jalalabad to

This chapter contains a brief summary of Mohan Lal'sletters,
often very long and detailed.

2 Lord Ellenborough, the Governor-General of India, while addres-
sing the Secret Committee,  (Allahabad, July 8, 1842), sated :~" The
intelligence which has been lately received by Major-General Pollock
from Cabool with great despatch and regularity contains a clear and
connected account, mogly from the pen of Moonshee Mohun Lall,
of the progess of eventsat that Capital." Papers relating to Military
Operationsin Afghanistan, No. 381, para9, p. 316.

*Panjab Records, Pollock's Correspondence, 41C/57, Mohan Lal
to Captain Macgregor, Political Agent at Jalalabad
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bedege the British garrison.  Mohan Lal's mesenga's generally
Ghilzais, always more than one—someimes two and some
times three-in the military uniform worn by Akbar's followers,
and fully armed, marched separatdy pretending to act againgt
the English. They carried oopies of the same letter and
received about Rs. 50 each. His ssoond letter written on the
20th January treats of the Stuation rather at length.

Mohan Lal dated that the rebds led by the Barakzais
waited on Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk and asked for his pardon. The
Shah who was now favourably dispossd towards the English
forbade people to join Akbar in fighting the English at
Jalalabad. The Shah's srvant Allahdad Khan who had bean
snt to Jalalabad me days earlier returned. Aminullah?
and the Barakzais were presing the Shah to snd one of his
ans to Jalalabad. They wanted the Prince to tell Maogegor
in the name of Shah Shuja-ul Mulk to retire from Afghanigan,
promisng him a sfe pasage through the Khyber Pass
otherwise they desred to collect troops and fight with him.

Aminullah intended to snd Haji Ali at the head of a few
hundred soldiers to the Khyber Pass in order to chek the
proges of any troops coming from Peshawar. Aminullah's
son and Shams-ud-din Khan were thinking of going to Ghazni
to bring the Indian forces to Kabul; but Mohan Lal hoped
they would not be entrapped. He intimated that the foroes
at Ghazni, Kalat-i-Ghilzai,! Kandahar and Jalalabad were
holding their ground firmly.

! Aminullah Khan "was in reality the mog influential man in
the ¢ate” He maintained the baance between Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk
and his opponents, the Baraksais He had amasad a great fortune
and thus had become very powerful, df. Kaye, iii, 104.

2 This place is situated on the route from Kandahar to Ghazni,
84 miles north-west of the former place
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He suggeted the immediate depatch of a grong army to
Jalalabad to reinforce the garrison and to advance upon Kabul
in June when the harvest would be ready to afford plentiful
supplies of grain and grass for the troops and horsss He
discussad several alternatives open to the Government; but
laid great emphass on the course advised by him :—"We
mug at once snd an army which will frighten the followers
of the rebds ensure the good treatment for our prisoners
and hogages and re-establish the British power without much
fright."

He laboured hard to point out the feasbility of such a
course, declaring that the postion of the insurgents was weak.
He also advised securing the co-operation of the Skhs "on any
terms whatever." He a0 suggeted the necessty of the
appointment of a high offidal of the central Government as a
British Minigter in Kabul, clearly statingthat a mere traveller
into thexe regions or a peson of a subordinate postion
posesng personal experience of Afghanigan should not be
entrusted with thisjaob.

This beng his first letter addresssd to the Government
of India, Mohan Lal stated the reason for so doing:—

"1 beg you will kindly excuse meif | might have committed
anything wrong in thisletter; but believe that every-
thing | have humbly penned here, is from the zeal and
love | have to srve my Government. Though | am
anativeof India; but the experience which | have
obtained (during my faithful and arduous services of
twelve yearsin this country as well as by the kind
encouragement of my superiors) of the character of the
inhabitants here, and the mode of behaving with them,
can be compared with very few people As the
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natives can never ek fredy and with an open heart
with a superior, as they do with an inferior, and hence
the latter must be possesed of such valuable informa-
tion of the country than the former."*

30th January

On the 30th January, Mohan Lal informed Macgregor that
Kabulis Qizalbashes Durranis and Aminullah had agreed
to acoept Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk as their king and Muhammad
Zaman Khan as his minister ; but the real power was to
remain with Aminullah. A darbar was hed on the 17th
January, when, Qazi Fazal-i-Qadir asked the courtiersand
others to swear by the Koran to destroy the infidds and
sxve the Shah faithfully. The Shah remarked that when he
heard about the death of a Musaman at the hands of the
British troops, he felt asgrieved as at the death of his own
Lon*

28th February

No acknowledgment of the receipt of Mohan Lal's letters
was conveyed to him by Macgregor. Mohan La therefore
waited for a reply for nearly a month; but on hearing
nothing he again reumed his task. Colond Stoddart's* letters

|bid; 41C/62; Mohan Lal to J. R. Colvin. About the risk
Mohan Lal was running in sending these communications, he wrotein
this letter : "The road between thisplace and Peshawar by Jellalabad
is very much disturbed, and besdes the pressnce of Mahomed Akbar
in that direction makes me fearful to attempt and undertake that
way, because he publicly says, if | weredestroyed, no srious evil was
apprehended and fodlishly that | am the only surviving person acquainted
with thecountry."

2 |bid; 41C/57 ; Mohan Lal to Macgregor.
3 Charles Stoddart (1806-1842) entered the Royal Staff Corpsin
1823. He became a Captain in 1834. He went to Iraq as Military
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from Bokhara, receved by Mohan Lal, stated that the King
was favouring the Russan agents Mohan La purchasd
Sr Williams ring for lady Macnaghten. Qazi Abdul Rahim
forged a letter from Maogregor to Khan Shirin saying that her
had known of all his friendly desds through Mohan Lal. This
was done to harm the Khan and Mohan Lal.*

1st March

The communication of the 18 March stated that Aminullah
Khan and the Barakzais were presing Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk
to march in person againg Jalalabad at the head of 6,000 men,
and the Shah had st out histent to be pitched on the road
to Jalalabad. Macgregor's bold defiance of the insurgentsin
refusing to surrender Jalalabad was greatly appreciated in certain
cdrdes in Kabul. There was a rumour that Ghazni had
surrendered on the nth February, and that an English lady in
male dress had logt her life! Madiya Khan commandant at the
ingtigation of Aminullah Khan deserted Nawab Muhammad
Zaman Khan. Aminullah Khan then under royal sed and

Secretary to the British Envoy in 1835, and served with the Irani lorces
at the sdgeof Herat in 1837-8. He was sent to Bokhara to draw up a
treaty with the Amir with a view to securing the rdease of Rusdan
captives in 1838. He was imprisoned, but rdeased in 1839. He was
again imprisoned in 183940, and again in 1841, and was publicly
beheaded along with Arthur Conolly on June 17,1842. Buckland

! Ibid; 41C/57 , Mohan Lal to Macgregor.

2 Ghasni fell on the 6th March, 1842 Sykes ii, 43, says:—" With
half rations and with practically no forage or water, Colond Falmer
made a treaty with the enemy by which the British were to be conducted
in safety to Peshawar. Treachery was, however, intended, as indesd
might have been expected, and the force was surrounded and after
aurrender, was massacred”.
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dgnatures demanded posesson of the British prisoners from
the Nawab ; but the latter boldly refused toyield. In this
attitude the Nawab was supported by K han Shirin.

10th March

Mirza Khudadad, a confidant of Muhammad Sadiq and
Akbar, told Mohan Lal that an agent from Raja Gulab Singh
had arrived in Akbar'scamp. Rumoursprevailed in the city
that General Salés letter to Mondeur Avitabile, another
letter from Lieutenant Conally, and Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk's
letter to Mackeson, had all bem intercepted by Saadat Khan
Mohmand. A report wascurrent to the effect that Kandahar
had been bedeged by the insurgents® Qazi Abdul Karim
suggested to Aminullah that he should kill Conolly and Mohan
Lal as they were inciting the Afghans to support the British.
Agha Neko got aletter from Taj Muhammad K han, the head
of the Janbaz contingent serving under Mr. Golding at
Kandahar, announcing that Taj Muhammad had treacheroudy
killed two British offi;crs Major Lesch was sofe at
K alat-i-Ghilzai 2

1bid, 41C/57, to Macgregor.

2 Mirza Ahmad in whose hands lay the management of K andahar
sent various chiefs into different districtsto recruit troops and to raise
revenue. " Statements of the Shah'sconnivance in the Caubul revolution
were indudtrioudy circulated ; incessant attempts were made to tamper
with our Hindostanee troops (not altogether without success), and letters
were desgnedly thrown into our hands to render us suspicious of such
chiefs as adhered to us, whilst the mogt stringent measures were adopted
to deter the villagers around the city from bringing supplies into
Candahar. Such was the line of policy pursued by Meerza Ahmed from
the 20th of January tothe 20th of February." Kaye, iii, 142.

2 |bid ; 41C/57, to Macgregor.
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28th March

Sardar Muhammad Husain Khan Barakzai in reponse
to a request previoudy made snt a mesage to Mohan Lal
saying that if he were to promise him areward of three lakhs
of rupess he would secure apprehenson or murder of
Aminullah. Mohan Lal replied that he could negotiate on such
matters only when Macnaghten was alive. Hereferred him to
Lieutenant Conolly, and promised to communicate hiswishes
to higher authorities. Mohan Lal informed Macgregor that
Aminullah was trying to cash bills granted by Pottinger to
chiefs and certain other bills plundered by them. He suggested
that the British Government should not cash a bill without
Conaly's sgnatureonit. Mir Haji, a son of the late Mir Waiz,
the Chief-Maulvi of Kabul, had sent a messenger to his brother
known as Hafizji, aking him to come back to Afghanistan.
Hafizji had previoudy intrigued againg the British, and
consequently had been sent on a pilgrimage to Mecca.  The
messenge named Afzal Afju Kabuli had bemn paid Rs. 240
for his travelling expenses He had left Kabul ten days
previoudy in the disgguise of a beggar, and was to travel via
Peshawar through the North-Western Frontier Province and
Sind. Hewas bearing lettersfor Hafizji.!

31st March

Mirza Ahmad Khan's messsngars visited Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk
and reported that their mager, Ghani Safdar and Ata
Muhammad Khan and Taj Muhammad Khan were doing
everything possble againg the British. They asked the
Shah for money and guns. Aminullah sent Murtza Khan to
Khan Shirin saying that he would give him the government
of Bamian if he were to co-operate with him. The Shah offered

! |btd 1 to Captain F. Madkeson, Political Agent, Pehawr.
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three lakhs of rupees to the Barakzai chiefs to pay their troops
if they would not force him to march to Jalalabad. Jabbar
Khan was now opposad to the British. The Kandahar forces
were bravely holding out. On the 30th March Akbar wrote
to the Shah and the Chiefs asking for men and money. The
Barakzais were therefore compeling the Shah to leave for
Jalalabad on the 1t April.*

2nd April

A letter from Akbar at Jalalabad was received by the Shah
and the chiefs of Kabul. Mohan Lal alsoread it. |t stated
that five battalions of English Cavalry were at Hasan Abdal
on their way to Kabul. At Peshawar they would bejoined by
the Najib battalions in the service of the Skhs. They would
force their way through the Khyber Pass; but he had sent
Sultan Jan at the head of a few hundred oldiers to reinforce
the Khyberis. He continued that if these forcesjoined the
British troops at Jalalabad it would be extremely difficult for
them to defeat the English. He therefore suggeted that the
Afghans should snk their differences, and should give him
full hep in capturing Jalalabad. "The Shah," saysMohan
Lal, "l am told has made up his mind again to procead in
person to Jellalabad , but | scarcdy beieve that he will ever
march ; and if he does he will be either murdered or made
blind by the Barukzyes"*

5ih April
The Barakzais informed Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk on the 3rd
April that if hedid not go to Jalalabad he would be consdered
a faithful ally of the English. Nawab Zaman Khan st

! Ibid ; to Macgregor.
2 Quoted in Kaye, iii, pp 1808-9, f.n
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his wife in a palanquin to the Shah with a sedled Koran
asuring him of the fideity of the Barakzais if he would
advance to Jalalabad. The Shah being convinced by a lady
of 0 high a station, agreed to the proposal, and Ieft the Bala
Hissar on the 4th April, and his departure was dgnified by a
sute of guns The Shah's tent was pitched at Sah Sang ;
but in the night he came back to his palace in the fort. He
rode out of the Bala Hissar again early in the morning of
the 5th April. Before he reached his camp, he was attacked
by Shuja-ud-daulah, a son of Nawab Muhammad Zaman
Khan. It appeared that the young man was ingtigated to
perpetrate thiscrime by Muhammad Usman Khan and Jabbar
Khan. He was accompanied by sixty armed men, while the
Shah was attended by a few Hindustanis. The Shah was
travelling in a litter (Jampan), when he was fired upon by
Shuja-ud-daulah. The Shah immediatedly came out of the
litter and ran towardsaditch of a neighbouring field. But he
was overtaken and again shot at. The Shah implored for
mercy saying, " Az barai Khuda, Sardar! Sarkar cheh gunah
Kardah ?' [For God's sake, Sir, what sin have | committed 7]
Shuja-ud-daulah listened to nothing, opened fire on him with
his musket and killed him ingtantly. The Nawab, though not
to be blamed in this matter,* expected revenge upon himsaf.

! shuja-ud-daulah was a godson of the Shah, who had shown him
great personal consderation and kindness But his evil passons had
compdled him to be hogtile to the Shah. Hisfather Nawab Muhammad
Zaman Khan was deeply shocked at the horrible misdeed of his son.
"To no one were the drcumgances of the Shah's death a source of
desper horror and regret than to thegood old Newab. the father of the
murderer. He is said to have sworn an oath never again to s his son
beneath his roof, or to auffer him to be named in his presnce” Kaye,
iii, 110-111.
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He consequently got ready to defend himsdf, and Mohan Lal
expected a degpperate contes between Aminullah and the
Nawab.*

oth April

Aminullah, Mir Aftab and the Durrani chiefs placed
Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk's ssoond son,  Fatah Jang,* on the throne
on the 9th April and fired a salute of guns The Barakzais
refused to recognise him, and they eected Nawab Muhammad
Zaman Khan the king, and fired a salute of guns from his
house The blind ex-king Shah Zaman collected 3,000 men
expecting to recover his lost throne. Fatah Jang on the
other hand was spending money® lavishly to win people to his
sde The Shah's corpe was lying in the Bala Hissar, as
Fatah Jang declared that he would bury it when the regicides
were punished. Mohan La congratulated Macgregor and
Sdle on ther having defeated Akbar. He stated that Akbar's
followers returned to Kabul at 5 ddock in the evening on
the 8th April. This alarmed the people so much that they

! 1bid, Dost Mchammed, ii, 440-2. That Mohan Lal'sletterswere
the only source of information about eventsat Kabul may be gathered
from Lord Ellenborough's dispatch to the Secret Committee, dated
Allahabad. 8th June, 1842 —"In the letter from Mohun Lal, the
intelligent Moonshce of the late Sr A. Burnes, which formsone of the
mdoaures of the letter from Major-General Pollock, of the date noted
in the margin [April 16,1842], your Honourable Committeewill be put
in possbson of the manner in which the King Shah Soojah ool Moolk was
on the 5th April, treacheroudy murdered by a son of Nawab Mahomed
Zeman Khan." Papersreatingto Military Operationsin Afghanistan,
No. 312, para 32, p. 262.

2 Hewas aman of weak understanding and infamous character .
Kaye, lii, 264.

"Mohan Lal wrote that theroyal treasury wasbelieved to contain
twenty lakhs of rupess and a consderable quantity of jewelery.
Kaye, 111,112, f.n.
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got ready to flee to the hills. Akbar had not arrived there
till then. Food was growing very dear in the city. The
Ghilzais had returned to the capital. Kalat-i-Ghilzai and
Kandahar were bravely holding out.*

10th April

The insurgents were making preparations to march to
Jalalabad again. A crier announced a salary of Rs. 20 per
mensm for a horseman and Rs. 12 for a footman ; but
the people were not willing to srve under Akbar. The
Barakzais fired a salute of gunsindicating that Kandahar had
fallen. Mohan Lal believed that it was meant to chexr up
people who were running away from the town. Aminullah's
power was steadily on the increase as he controlled the late
Shah's treasury. He was collecting a force of Logans, his own
tribesmen.!

nth  April
Akbar asked Barakzais for men and money in order to take
Jalalabad.*

17th April
Mohan Lal reported that on the 13th April Nawab
Muhammad Zaman Khan fired a salute of guns indicating

! bid; Lord Ellenborough, the Governor-General of India, in a
digpatch to the Secret Committee, dated at Allahabad, 17th May, 1842,
stated :—" Subsquent information has confirmed the report of the Shah's
murder, and the evation to the throne of Prince Futteh Jung, who has
opened a communication with Major-General Pollock, and professsa
gdrong inclination to co-operate with our Government. For particulars
of the state of parties and affairs at Cabool | beg to refer your Honourable
Committeeto thelettersfrom Mohun L all to Captain Macgregor, inclosed
in General Pollock's dispatch of the 30th ultimo." Papersrelating to
Military Operationsin Afghanistan, No. 294. para 24, p. 230.

2 | bid.

3hid.

14
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that the English had been defeated in the Khyber Pass.
Gbulam Khan and Agha Haniza of the Bala Hissar visited
Mohan Lal and informed him that they could not communicate
with Conolly owing to the strict vigilance kept over him. On
the 14th April Aminullah and the Popalzais asked Muhammad
Zaman Khan to deliver all his guns and the murderers of
the Shah to them. Khan Shirin Khan gave him aletter for
Macgregor. On the z6th April Mirza Imam Vardi cameto
Kabul as Akbar's agent to discuss political matters with
Aminullah. The capital wore a deserted appearance as most
of the people had fled. There was great confusion in
Kabul and the advance of a British force was expected to
carry everything beforeit.”

25th April

On the 22nd April Aminullah and the Popaza chiefs
asked the Barakzais to march to Jalalabad in advance ; but
they insisted on following the Prince. While this dissenson
was going on Muhammad Sheh Khan Ghilzai accompanied
by Mirza Imam Vardi came from Akbar's camp and removed
the misunderstanding that had lately arisen between Hafizji's
party and the Barakzais. Then they asked the Prince to
permit Aminullah's son with 1,000 troops to stay in the Bala
Hissar. Fatah Jang, however, rejected this demand. The
Prince thereupon sent Mirza Akarmat Beg to Mohan Lal
asking him to write to Macgregor to send aBritish force to
Kabul asearly as possble.  The Prince increased the number
of guards at the gates of the Bala Hissar. Muhammad Shah
Khan and Imam Vardi collected the deserters from Akbar's
army in the house of Nawab Muhammad Zaman Khan, gave
them money, and persuaded them to rejoin Akbar at Tazin.*

Y lbld; 41C/42. "
2 Tazin is situated 26 miles from K abul on theroad to Jalalabad.
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Mohan Lal's opinion was that the Barakzais would not
wuccsd in raisng a large force in Kabul as the reddents
were afraid lest their families be plundered by the Kohistanis
in their absence Muhammad Shah Khan was a trying to
establish blood relationship between Akbar and Aminullah by
securing the latter's daughter for the former. He a9, gathered
Kabulis in Aminullah’'s house asking them to go to Jalalabad.
In cae of refusal he threatened them with persecution by
20,000 Ghilzais.

During the night of the 24th April Aminullah demanded
from the Prince a large sum of money for payment of troops;
but he could extract only Rs. 4,000 and 100 pieces of shawls.
The Kohistani chiefs received money from Aminullah to
support Prince Fatah Jang on the 24th April; but on the
25th they joined the Barakzais againg thePrince. Mehtar
Musa of Zurmat at the head of 400 men reached Logar to
raise a contingent of troops for Akbar; while his brother
came to Kabul to hep the insurgents. Nawab Muhammad
Zaman Khan fired a salute of guns on the morning of the
25th April to indicate that Kohandil Khan, ex-chief of
Kandahar had marched upon Kandahar with alargelrani
force. Mohan Lal bedieved that there was no truth in the
report. He thought that the Nawab had done thisin order to
sure better terms from Aminullah. Hewasnot sure about
the sucoess of this trick as Aminullah was too cunning to
be deceived.

The Barakzais led a deputation to Aminullah asking for
his whole-hearted support against the English. They asured
him that they bore no ill-will towardshim, offering to leave
their families in his charge as sureties Aminullah's son
arrived from Ghazni at the head of 3,000 troops.
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Mohan Lal advised Macgregor towriteletterstoMir Haji
and Khan Shirin suggesing that the British would punish
only the insurgents and would not injure the other people
and neutral chiefs Hegated that Khan Shirin wasa sncere
friend of the British ; but hispostion had ben considerably
weskened, as the majority of Qizalbashes had joined the
Barakzais. Mohan Lal as required a genera proclamation
of amnesty which he wanted to circulate among the people.
He wrote that there was confuson, mistrust and jealousy
among the rebds, and he was not sure about ther united
opposition to the British advance upon K abul.*

27th April

On the 26th April, Aminullah asked the Princetoallow
him to place his guards at the gates of the Bala Hissar.
Fatah Jang rgected this demand. He expdled all of
Aminullah's horsss and animals from thefort. Heaso pur-
chased a large quantity of grain to be able to stand in cae
of a dege Aminullah thereupon called to a meeting the
Qizalbash and Kohistani chifs. There it was decided that
a contingent of 6,000 horse and foot should be paid by the
Prince. Aminullah wanted to ruin the Barakzais, and they
were anxious to destroy him.  Aminullah managed to win over
Abdul Salam, Mir Afzal Khan and Sikandar, and so his party
was gronger than the Barakzais. In conssquence the Bar akzais
kept themsdves armed and ready to fight if they were attacked
by Aminullah. They were sdling their heavy moveable pro-
perty in order to raise fundsfor recruitment of troops.

Aminullah sent for the English prisoners from Ghazni,
but Mohan Lal's opinion was that Shamsud-din Kban, the

! Ibid ; 41C/61, to' Maogregor, and 416/62, to J. R. Colvin, Secretary
to the Governor-General.
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chief of the place, would not comply with the demand. Mohan
Lal forwarded Conally's letter to Macgregor, through Mirza
Ahsanullah Beg!

5th May

Mohan Lal intimated that Macgregor'sletter to Khan Shirin
and that of General Pollock to Prince Fatah Jang had been
delivered. Mohan Lal promised to stay 'in Kabul and not to
attempt exape in obedience to the wishes of Pollock and
Macgregor. He placed his relative Rishi Nath in the Bala
Hissar and two more men in the city to supply him all the
news.

The Prince desred an immediate advance of the General
to Kabul. He was prepared to ress Aminullah and the
Popalzais He had a force of 5,000 men and plenty of
provisons in the fort. The Barakzais were making long
ladderswith which to deliver an assault on thefort. ThePrince
had dosd all the gates except the Shah Shahid gate which
was strongly defended.  Aminullah was becoming friendly to the
Princefor fear of theBarakzais. ThePrincewasliberally paying
his supporters, whilst the Barakzais had no money, and
they weretrying to raise funds by sdling jewels and imposing
fineson the people  The Kohigtanis, disciples of Mir Haji,
who supported the Barakzais, were complaining of not
recaving full payment. Mir Aftab and Mir Sayyid Khan,
relations of Mir Haji, were friends of the Prince. Ghulam

! Ibid; 41C/61, to Macgregor. Major-General Pollock, commanding
troopswes of the Indus, forwarded Mohan Lal'slettersto the Governor-
Genera with theseremarks:—

"1 have the honour totransmit herewith copies of letters received
by Captain Macgregor, from Mohun Lal giving an account of the sate
of affairsin Cabool and which | have no doubt iscorrect.” Ibid; 41C/61.
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Muhammad K han, Khan Shirin Khan, Ghulam Husain Afshar
and Abdul Rahim were anxious to see the British forces
in Kabul in order to restore peace and order there. A rumour
stated that Prince Timur had been placed on the throne at
Kandahar. Muhammad Akbar was expected in Kabul en the
following day.*

9th May
Khan Shirin Khan visited Mohan Lal the previous night and
told him that the Barakzais were pressng him tojoin them
againg the Prince. He said that he was not prepared for such
acourse  He was sending his women folk to some country fort,
and would himsdf go to Bala Hissar or to Jalalabad.®

10th May
In the afternoon of the 9th May, Akbar paid avist to
Khan Shirin and persuaded him to join him againg the Prince.
When Nawab Muhammad Zaman Khan heard of it, he
dissuaded the Khan from joining Akbar.*

! |bid; 41C/64, to Macgregor. Mohan Lal received acknowledgment
for thefirst timeof all hisprevious letterson the 4th May. In this letter
Mohan Lal dates that he wrote letterson the 17th April, z8th April,
21t April, 2nd May. and 4th May. These letters, however, could not be
traced.

Lord Ellenborough in a digpatch to the Secret Committee dated
Allahabad, 8th June, 1842, stated about Mohan Lal'slast letter:—

"In a letter from Moonshee Mohun Lal, dated Cabool, 9th May,
(inclosed in a digpatch from Major-General Pollock, dated 15th May,
No. 47), your Honourable Committee will observe that notwithstanding
the vigilance observed in strictly guarding Dost Mahomed Khan within
our provinces, it is alleged that he had found means to communicate
with hisson Mahomed Akbar." Papers relating to Military Operations
in Afghanigtan, No, 312, para 42, pp. 264-5.

" Quoted in Kaye, iii, 267, f.n.

% Ibid; pp. 267-8, f.n.
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15th May

During the night of the 13th May, a tower of the Bala
Hissar named Burj-i-Ek Laku was attacked by the Barakzais.
The reason was that Akbar Khan had opened negotiations
with the Prince againg the wishes of Nawab Muhammad
Zaman Khan. TheNawab with a view to outbidding Akbar
opened secret negotiations with Alahdad Turki, the commander
of the Burj to alow his men to ascend thetower. Akbar
came to know of it and informed the Prince, who at once
changed the guard. Muhammad Zaman's men ignorant of
the change ascended the hill and got dose to the tower, where
they were viodlently oppossd. This party was ultimately
repulsed with heavy lossss The same night Muhammad
Shah Khan had an interview with the Prince. He informed
him that Akbar would soon sHze the murderers of Shah
Shuja-ul-Mulk.

On the 14th May, Aminullah sent a message through Hyder
Ali to the Prince that he should appoint Akbar his minister,
and should allow him to stay in the Bala Hissar with his
personal guard. This would incense Muhammad Zaman Khan
whom Akbar would drive out of the city. Then he would
march againg Jalalabad; and the Prince mugt assg him
with arms and money in the cause of reigion and country.
He asured the Prince of Akbar'sloyalty by swearing on the
holy Koran. The Prince sought for the opinion of Hyder Ali
who replied that "dnce the rebdlion took place, he has sn
nobody eating bread but the holy swearing which have always
been faithfully violated." The Prince told Aminullah that
he would agree to his proposals provided the Qizalbash,
Ghilzai, Kabuli and Kohistani chigfs would assure him of
Akbar's fidelity. Aminullah did not accept this condition.
The Prince then proposed that he would meet Akbar outside
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the Bala Hissar, would grant him the robes of ministership and
would provide him with four gunsand some money to go to
Jalalabad to fight againg the British. Aminullah answered
that before fighting with the English, Akbar wanted to sscure
his pogtion in the Bala Hissar for an easy refuge in case of
defeat. On this the Arabs, Negroesand Indians, numbering
in all about 3,000, boldly asserted that they had their families
insde the Bala Hissar and would not allow anybody dse to
take posesdon of the fort. Aminullah thereupon departed.*

i8ih May

On the 16th May, Aminullah agreed to a meeting between
the Prince and Akbar outsde the Bala Hissar. It was
arranged that Akbar should come with only ten attendants,
but he managed to conceal about 500 men in the surrounding
fidds and ruined tombs. The Prince accompanied by
Aminullah rode to the gate of the fort. Here 200 men
indsed on accompanying the Prince as bodyguards
Aminullah objected to it, and finding his effortsin vain, he
brought the Prince back into the palace. Aminullah induced
Muhammad Shah Khan and Sultan Jan to persuade the Prince
to e Akbar all alone. He then tried to saduce the Arabs,
Negroesand Indians, but it availed him nothing.

On the 17th May Aminullah again pressed the Princeto
interview Akbar, but the Arab guards opposad this proposal
tooth and nail. The Prince thereupon gave up the idea of
meseting Akbar outdde. He therefore suggesed that Akbar
should s him in the fort, and said that he would snd

* |bid ; 41C/88. to Macgiegor. Mohan Lal stated in this letter:—
"1 send you now newsevery day or every second day. | also sent you
a letter from the Prince with its trandation." This letter along with
otherscould not betraced |n the Panjab Record office.
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out his sons, Shah Zaman and Shahpur, as hostages. At
this Aminullah got angry and left theplace. After thisthe
Shah Shahid gate of the Bala Hissar wes closed. Akbar
thereupon ordered the Ghilzaisto fire upon the fort. The fight
began and continued throughout the day and at night.

On the 18th May, at 10 o'clock in the morning the sister of
Dost Muhammad Khan [wife of the late Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk]
sent word to Muhammad Zaman Khan to protect the royal
family. The Nawab requested Akbar to cese fighting for the
day and so the battle was discontinued. The Kohistanis waited
upon Akbar and told him that Muhammad Zaman K han had not
paid them for the past four days their daily alowance of Rs.
200 per day. Akbar offered them no money. Mohan Lal's
opinion was that if the Barakzais did not pay their troops
regularly, they would be deserted by more than half their
followers.

Mohan Lal suggested that General Pollock should march
as far as Gandamak 28 miles west of Jalalabad and stay there.
The best time for advance upon Kabul was when the harvest
would be ready.!

22nd May
No pesce could be established between Akbar and the
Prince. Akbar therefore attacked Burj-i-Ek Laku from the
direction of the city and the Jabbar gate. Muhammad Zaman
Khan threatened Akbar for this conduct. Nawab Jabbar
Khan and Muhammad Usman Khan patched up a peece

! |bid; 41C/85. Mohan Lal forwarded Macgregor's letter to General
Nott at Kandahar with his own paper giving news of the capital. He
stated:—"1 have snt at the nsk of my life several letters to Major
Rawltnson informing him of the state of affairs in Cabool"
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between them, and the fighting continued with great fury. The
Prince paid one gold muhar® daily to a chief and one rupee*
to a soldier; whilst the Barakzais paid four shahis a day to
a chigf and one shahi to a soldier. Mohan Lal wrote that he
would send four donkey-loads of gunpowder and lead to the
Prince duing the night. In the day's fight Akbar logt forty
men in killed and wounded.*

23rd May

The Barakzais suffered heavy loses in ther attack on
Burj-i-Ek Laku and they retired. Ther repulson was
chiefly due to the bravery of Arab and Hindustani soldiers
in the srvice of the Princee Mohan Lal aimed at securing
for the English the sympathy of Agha Hamza and Darvesh
Muhammad Khan, the chiefs of the Arabs, and asked Macgregor
to send him two letters for thee chiefls Muhammad Taqi
Khan Vakil, and Nawab Dot Muhammad Khan of Kandahar
visted Mohan La and offered their services to help the Prince
if required by the British Government. Consequently, Mohan
Lal asked Macgregor to write letters to them.®

25th May
Akbar snt Faiz Talab to the Prince to disuss terms of
peace Fatah Jang was to be made King of Afghanistan
under the title of Fatah Shah after the expulson of the

LA gold muhar or asharfi varied in value fromRs. 15toRs. 18
[Kabnl rupees], cf. Nowrozjee Furdoonjee's Report on the Weights,
Messuresand Coinsof Kabul, inJ. A. S. B., October, 1838, p. 897.

1117 Kabul rupees were equal invalue to 100 rupeesof the East
IndiaCompany Ihid.

2 The shahi wasasilver coin equal invalue to 1 annaand 142 pies
of the £. 1. Company. Ibid.

4 lhid; 41C/92.

5 lhid; 41C/94.
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English from the country. Akbar was to serve himin the
capacity of chief miniser. Coins wereto be sruck in the
name of the Prince, and he was to advance money, some guns,
to send one of his sons to march againg the English in
company with Akbar, and to permit Aminullah at the head of a
dozen men to stay in the BalaHissar. The Prince, agreeing to
provide Akbar with Rs. 20,000 and to send one of hissons
with him who would exercise se control over the spending
of money, reected all other demands Akbar thereupon
renewed his attack on Burj-i-Ek Laku on the night of the 24th
May. In themorning of the 25th May Akbar placed a gun on
the top of Khojah Safa Hill and bombarded the tower from
there, causng a srious breach. Mirza Imam Vardi was
forging lettersin order to injurethe British interests. *

26th May

Akbar again negotiated for peace demanding from the
Prince one lakh of rupessand fiveguns Nawab Muhammad
Zaman Khan wanted to settle termswith the Prince againgt
Akbar; but herequired two lakhs of rupees theentireartillery
and the placing of some of hismen in thefort. Khan Shirin
and Mir Haji were discusing this matter with Fatah Jang
on behalf of the Nawab. The Prince had run short of
ammunition, and Mohan Lal did not deem it sfe to snd
it. The Prince requested General Pollock to advance to
Gandamak.!

28th May
Major Pottinger was abused by Akbar and his assodates,
and pressd to cash his bills; but the Major refused. At a
conference of Barakzais, Kabulis, Qizalbashes, Kohistanis and
Ghilzais, attended by Akbar, it was decided that Akbar

! |bid 1 41Q 99.
21bid; 410 103.
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should not attempt to posess himsdf of the Bala Hissar and
that he should secure from the Prince only two lakhs of rupess
and six guns to fight againgt the English.

2nd June

A conference was held between Akbar, Muhammad Zaman
Khan, Jabbar Khan, Khan Shirin, Mehar Ali Khan and
Ghulam Husain Afshar. Jabbar Khan aked Muhammad
Zaman Khan to request Khan Shirin to hand over Mohan Lal
to Akbar in the interest of country and religion. On thisa
heated discusson took place Muhammad Zaman Khan told
Akbar that he was ruining the country by his misdirected
policy. Jabbar Khan called the Nawab an "ass'. The Nawab
pulled Jabbar Khan's beard, struck him a blow and expelled
him. The three Qizalbash chiefs also declared in favour of the
Nawab, and the conference broke up. The Prince offered
the Qizalbashes one lakh of rupess to fight againg Akbar.
On learning this Akbar visted Khan Shirin and secured his
pardon. Akbar produced a letter from Aziz Khan Ghilzai
saying that the Governor-General had ordered Major-General
Pollock to withdraw from Afghanistan. Mohan Lal, however,
pressed the General to advance at the earliest possble moment
asfar as Gandamak.?

! Ibid; 41C/100.

2 Mohan Lal wrote a letter on the 30th May also, which could not
betraced.

3 Ibid; 41C/109. "Impulsively he [Lord Ellenborough] determined
on immediate evacuation without any attempt at reprisalsor even the
rescue of the prisoners still in the hands of the Afghans. Nott was
ordered to abandon Kandahar, Pollock to withdraw to Peshawar-.....
Neither Pollock nor NQtt made any movement to obey the orderfor
retirement, but pleaded lack of transport as a pretext for delay.”
P. E. Robert'sHistory of British India, pp. 322-23.
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3rdJune

The Barakzais laid two mines under Burj-i-Majanju, one
of which was destroyed by Mohan Lal. The Barakzais placed
guns opposite the tower to blow it off during the night. This
frightened the Prince's soldiers and they asked him to make
peace with the Barakzais. The Prince congdered it advisable
as he was short of gunpowder. Mohan La stated that news
had arrived from Jalalabad saying that the late Miniger
Muhammad Usman Khan's son was given a worm wecome
by Pollock and Macgregor. This had caused great resentment
in Kabul particularly in the minds of persons devoted to the
British interests’

5th June

Mir Muhammad, son of the late Mir Waiz, went to the
Jabbar gate of the Bala Hissar to negotiate terms with the
Prince. Just then Mir Mahbub with 1,000 troops attacked the
Khuni gate. Thisattack wasrepulsed and the enemy lost forty
men. Another party of Muhammad Zaman Khan attacked
the Bala Burj. They were als driven back with condderable
loss The Prince degatched Skandar Khan, Ismail Khan,
Inayatullah Khan and Qazi Sayyid Muhammad to Akbar to
sdtle terms of peace Akbar won them over and they
promised to admit Akbar into theBala Hissar Mohan Lal
informed the Prince of these sret negotiations. Mohan Lal

Ybid; 41C/111. Pollock wrote to Maddock, Secretary to the
Governor-General, Political Department, from Jalalabad, on the 6th
June, 1842 :—"Thisis proper to mention that the reception of Nizam 00-
doulah's son as dexribed by Mbonshce Mohan Lal has been greatly
exaggerated at Cabool. He applied for permisson to come into my
camp and | could not. rfuse to admit him, but | have not yet
admitted him to an interview and he has only once sen Captain
Macgregor.”  Ibid.
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urged Pollock to march immediately to Gandamak to cause
disruption among the Barakzais. He stated that the harvest
was approaching, that barley would ripen in 15 days and wheat
in 25 days!

6th June

o Akbar invited people by the beat of drum to assamble
before the Bala Hissar to se the bursting of a mine laid by
him. When they had gathered, Akbar sent Aminullah to the
Prince to settle terms threatening otherwise to blow up the
mine. The Prince agreed to give Akbar guns and money and
to admit Aminullah with 300 men intotheBala Hissar. In
order to foil the sthames of the insurgents Mohan Lal again
urged Pollock to march asfar as Gandamak, because in that
ca "the General will not only save the Royal Family, cause
the rdeae of the English prisoners, but disperse the whole
confederates” *

Ancther letter written the same day in the evening stated
that in spite of the settlement of peace Akbar resolved to
capture the Bala Hissar and instructed Aminullah to open the
gate. Mohan Lal at once informed the Prince of the plot,
telling him that he should not fear the mine as it had not

1| bid; 41C/113, Mohan Lal to Sir R. Shakespeare, Military Secretary
at Jalalabad.

* |bid, 41C/114. Lord Ellenborough in a digpatch to the Secret
Committee dated Allahabad, 8th July, 1842, wrote :(—" Thelettersfrom
Prince Futteh Jungand Mohun L all to Captain Macgregor at Jellalabad
previous to the capture of Bala Hissar by BCahomed Akbar, had
repeatedly urged the expediency of the advance of the British army,
even asfar as Gundamuk, asa measure which would lead almost certainly
to the digperson of the Baruksye party, and the probable flight of
Mahomed Akbar and the liberation of the British prisoners” Papers
relatingto Military Operationsin Afghanistan, No. 381, para 10, p. 316.
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been properly laid. The Prince consequently deprived
Aminullah's men of their arms. Just then Akbar blew up the
mine which caused only slight damage to the fort though it
killed 590 of Akbar's assailants. In the subsequent fight he lost
about 500 men more.*

7th June
After the day's hard fight Akbar succeeded in capturing
the Bala Hissar and the Prince surrendered. Mohan Lal
found himself in danger and asked for Pollock's permission
to escape, which, he wrote, he could easily manage!

gihJune

Mohan Lal stated that the Prince had been forced to
surrender owing to the treachery of his Arab guards. The
Hindustanis remained loyal. They closed the gates of the
ladies apartments and were guarding it with single-minded
devotion. Four hundred Hindus and Sikhswere still defying
Akbar in the upper Bala Hissar, refusing to surrender. The
rupture between Nawab Muhammad Zaman Khan and Akbar
was imminent. Mohan La advised the Prince to secure
his treasure, and the Prince informed him that he had already
buried most of it. He intimated that the British forces of
Kandahar had reached K al at-i-Ghil zai .2

10th June
Akbar waited upon the Prince on the 9th June, paid him
homage, and swore on the Koran to remain loyal. The Prince

Y bid.
2 |bid; 41C/115.
% Ibid; 41C/120.
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offered him the robes of chief minister, but he dedined
this office for the time being. Muhammad Zaman Khan was
trying to gather forces to fight Akbar.!

13th June

Muhammad Shah Khan Ghilzai and Jabbar K han approved
of Akbar's capture of the Bala Hissar; while Muhammad
Zaman Khan, Muhammad Usman and Mir Haji wereopposd
to it. Akbar wrote letters to Ghilzai, Logar and Khurjani
chiefs asking them not to submit to the English and to stop
grain going into ther camp. The mesxnge to Dost
Muhammad Khan carried aletter ingde a knee-bone of shegp
which was mixed in with the other meat. Akbar advised his
father to flee from the hands of the British.!

14th June

The jewds of Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk came into the possssson
of Muhammad Zaman K han. Just before the King wasmurdered
he threw into a ditch the bag of jewelery which he had always
kept with him. An Afghan, who had s this, presently
rexcued the bag from the ditch and sold the sones for Rs. 600
only. When this came to the knowledge of the Nawab,
he recovered the jewdlery from the merchant. It was
believed to be worth about 50 lakhs of rupees®

15th June

Akbar was trying to sduce Zaman's followers He
wanted to keep Prince Fatah Jang askingin order to unite
all the Afghansin hisname and to get money from him to
fight againg the British. Zaman on the other hand wished

Ylbid ; 41C 122.
2 1bid ; 41C/ 126.
3 |bid ; 41C/ 129.
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himsdf to becomeking. The Ghitaaisand Kabulis were with
Akbar, and the majority of Qizalbashes were also on hissde
The Kohistaniswere still wavering. Mohan Lal inssted on
Pollock's advance to Kabul in a fortnight, when the harvest
would beready. The Prince alo pressed the General to the same
course Mohan Lal suggeted the names of various chiefs
and asked him towritelettersto them in aparticular form.*

iyth June

Prince Fatah Jang sent a message to Mohan Lal asking him
to press General Pollock to advance upon Kabul immediately.
Mohan Lal while supporting the Prince stated that the
Generd's advance as far as Gandamak or Jagdalak [ 23 miles
from Gandamak towards Kabul ] would cause Akbar's flight
to Khulam beyond the Hindukush and the rdease of the
British prisoners. Muhammad Zaman and Akbar were
preparing to fight; but the former wished for Pollock's arrival
in the capital with a view to avoiding bloodshed. Khan
Shirin Khan declined tojoin Akbar againg Muhammad Zaman.
Akbar was trying to get money from the Prince and so far
had extracted Rs. 150,000

19th June

Akbar was prevented by Muhammad Zaman's men in the
village of Deh Sabz [12 miles north-east of Kabul] from
collecting grain. Akbar proclaimed that Lord Ellenborough
had decided to restore his father Dot Muhammad Khan to
the throne of Kabul. Akbar was forcing the- Prince to digmiss
his Indian troops; but Hyder Ali, aconfidant of the Prince,
managed to win over Aminullah who promised to dissuade
Akbar from such a demand.*

" Ibid; 41C/133.
2 |bid; 41C/137, to Macgregor.
3 Ibid; 41C/138.

15
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20th June

Akbar dug trenches on all Sdes of Nawab Muhammad
Zaman's house and poded his men there. The fight was
going to commence in the evening, but Jabbar Khan intervened
and stopped hostilities for the night.*

21st June
Akbar fought with Nawab Muhammad Zaman, and the
Nawab was defeated. Akbar's men then came toChandaul
to arret Khan Shirin. Mohan Lal escaped and took shelter
in another place in Chandaul. He again urged the General to
mar ch only asfar as Gandamak.*

22nd June
Akbar made peace with Khan Shirin ; but he stated that
the stuation was serious He again pressd for the General's
advance saying that he had arranged for 2,000 kharwars* of
grain and plenty of fodder supplies for his army.* Mohan
Lal also supplied various details of a plan which would render
the advance safe.

Y bid; 41C/141.
2 |bid , 41C/143, to K. Shakegpeare.

3A kharwar was 1038 Ibs 6 oz in weight, cf. J. A. S. B; Oct,
1838, p. 893.

“Ibid; 41C/144.

®|bid; 41C/142. The Governor-General of India in adispatch to
the Secret Committee, dated Allahabad, 17th August, 1842, stated :—
" Snce the dispatch of the last mail, | have continued to receive constant
reports furnished by Moonshee Mohun Lall, of the progress of events at
Cabool, and from them your Honourable Committee will learn that
Mahomed Akbar has succeaded in overcoming the parties of Zeman Khan
and Khan Shureen, and installing himsdf in the office of Vizier to Prince
Fatten Jung, whom he hasformally proclaimed king." Papersrelating
toMilitary Operationsin Afghanistan, No. 421. p, 340.
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24th June
Mohan Lal sated that he had been captured by Akbar on
the 22nd June, and confined in the room opposte to Major
Pottinger's.  Mohan Lal was later on transferred to Chandauh
Khan Shirin's life was als in danger!

26th June
Aminullah was making friends with Mir Haji in order to
form a party againg Akbar. Mohan Lal suggested to Pollock
that he should write a letter to Mir Haji and indicated the
subject matter .

28th June
Ghulam Muhammad Khan Mukhtar, Mir Haji and Khan
Shirin were ready to join Pollock againgt Akbar. Akbar forced
the Prince to dismiss his Indian troops. Finding everything
favourable to him Akbar began to lead a life of pleasure
leaving his entire busnes to Muhammad Shah Khan, Imam
Vardi, Muhammad Mirza and Sayyid Hasan.®

30th June

Sultan Jan, the brother-in-law of Akbar, visted Mohan Lal
and conversed with him for six hours.  He told him that Akbar
would resst Pallock's advancein the valleys of Jagdalak, Tazin
and Khurd Kabul; and if defeated would fly to Turkistan
taking the British prisoners with him.*

! Jbid; 41C/148.
2 |bid ; 41C/151.
% Ibid ; 41C/156.

“Ibid; 41C/157. The Governor-General of India in a letter to
Major-General Nott, dated Allahabad, 16th July, 1842, wrote:—
"Mahomed Akbar has told Mohnn Lall that, in the event of the British
army advancing, he shall not meet it in thefield, but defend the town of
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1st July

Sultan Jan again visited' Mohan Lal and told him that
Akbar had ordered 1500 foot and 500 horse to march to
Jagdalak under Dost Muhammad (brother of Muhammad
Shah Khan), Sarfraz (brother of Aminullah) and Mulla Momin.
He as stated that Akbar feared the English for twenty days
more until the harvest would be ready ; after that, he said,
the British would not be able to asure themsdves of the
supply of grain and fodder

4th July

Akbar sent a present of shawls brocades and English
fabrics worth Rs. 8,000 to the Ruler of Khulamin order to
scure his friendship in case of his flight. Akbar was making
the ditch round the Bala Hissar degper and was repairing its
towers and ramparts. He had placed all the gunsfrom the
city on its walls. The Kohistani chiefs had left Kabul for
their home where a civil war was going on among them.!

6th July

Mirza Ahmad K han, the chief insurgent leader of Kandahar,
reached Ghazni. A rumour dated that the fort of Girishk,
situated in Western Afghanistan on the high road from Herat
to Kandahar, was attacked by Muhammad Quli Khan, the
on of the late Wazir Fatah Khan. Akbar conferred upon
Muhammad Usman Khan Barakzai robes of honour with the
title of Amin-ul-Mulk. Akbar and the Prince had grown
very fond of dancing-girls and wine. Akbar ssized the house

Cabool; upon which | immediately sent 400 more rockets to Major-
General Pollock." Papersreating to Military Operationsin Afghanistan,
No. 412, p. 333.

2 |bid; 41C/162.
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of the British ally, Agha Hamza. The Qizalbashes were not
attending the court in spite of Akbar's repeated requedts.
The spirit of disaffection was growing among Kabulis and
Ghilzais®

8th July

Akbar was pressing the Prince to pay him money. The Prince
pretended lack of funds; but in order not to displease Akbar
he paid him somethingin the form of dothes and other articles.
Akbar'sagent, Muhammad Mirza, accepted an articleworth
arupeefor an anna. Aminullah and Mir Haji formed an alliance
on oath to help the royal family. Akbar was a0 trying
to get money, horsss and camds from Khan Shirin Khan.
This conduct disappointed the people and the Qizalbashes
were turning againg him. Mirza Hyder Ali informed him
that the general public with the exception of the Ghilzais, the
followers of Muhammad Shah K han, were opposed to Akbar .

Oth july
Mohan Lal suggested the contents of letters to be written to
Aminullah and Mir Haji by Pollock. He advised the General
to issue a proclamation for the people of Kabul. Mohan Lal
was removed into the Bala Hissar under the charge of Sultan
Jan.*

14th July

Three hundred insurgents under Mirza Ahmad K han from
Kandahar had reached Kabul. Mog of the grain had bemn
harvested. Akbar had married a sister of Aminullah.*

1 Ibid; 41C/165.
2lbid.
3 1bid.
4 |bid; 41C/172.
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17th July

Akbar washard up for money, and hewasextorting a little
sum from the cusoms-houses and people.  He managed to pay
4,000 infantry in cash and cloth. A report stated that on the
Kandahar-Ghazni road Ghilzais were fleeing from villages.
Mohan Lal suggeted to Pallock that he should dose the
Peshawar road for caravansin order to starve Akbar of money.
Akbar was so much afraid of hislifethat hewould not take
even water in the house of Aminullah when visiting his bride.!

19th July

Mohan Lal deivered Pollock's letters to Aminullah and
Mir Haji. A rumour announced that the British Government
was going to restore Dost Muhammad to the throne of Kabul.
Akbar deposad Khan Shirin Khan from the headship of the
Qizalbashes, and appointed Muhammad Husain Khan Arzbegi
in his place. "The new chief is stupid and a drunken felow.
No respectable Persans go near him, and this occurrence has
incensed all the Morad Khanee, Afshar and Chandoul
Persians, and all of them areroaring againg Akbar." Jabbar
Khan was appointed city magistrate. He mutilated the noses
and ears of shopkespers for not sdling things cheaper; and
Akbar extorted money from them. In conssquence merchants,
artisans and shopkegpers were suffering very much, and the
people in general were "looking for an opportunity totake
arms againg the Burukzies" Muhammad Usman Khan
Amin-ul-Mulk wasthe chief collector ; but hefailed to realize
any sum from cultivators. Akbar employed 4,000 horseon a
salary of Rs. 10 per mensem to fight at Jalalabad and advanced
them two months pay, half in cash and half in cloth.!

Y bid; 41C/176.
2 |bid ; 41C/177.
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20th July

Akbar had given up for the present the idea of employing a
force of 5,000 cavalry for want of money. Mohan Lal warned
Sr R. Shakeypeare, Military Secretary, Jalalabad, not to be
decdved by Akbar in hisnegotiations for peace :—"We have
already suffered too much from his treachery, then how we are
going to bdieve. 1f we will believe him we will suffer and
repent much more than we have hitherto suffered.” Haji
Ali, commanding a contingent of 4,000 men had been stopped
by Akbar at Butkhak [9 miles from Kabul J, and ordered
not to march to Jalalabad.

21st July

There were strong rumours that the British Government
was contemplating pesce with Akbar. On this news the
friends of the English in Kabul were evacuating the place for
fear of Akbar. The Princein aletter supplicated the Genera
to advance immediately to Kabul or to take the royal family
under British protection. The Prince was forced by Akbar
to write letters to the Genera in his own interest against the
Prince's wishes. Mohan Lal informed Pollock that the Prince's
letters without his signatures in English should not be
conddered genuine.  Mohan La aso pointed out that hisown
letters without a date should be considered as having been
written under duress and therefore should not be attended to.*

26th July
The chiefs of Kohistan revolted against Akbar, and he
sent a small force with afew cannon against them. Nawab
Jabbar Khan, the city magistrate of Kabul by his severity
"caussd so much hatred of the people against Akbar that

! Ibid; 41C/179.
2 |bid; 41C/180.
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the whole populace took arms againg him, on which Akbar
cunningly discharged the Nawab and ordered the people to sl
the things at the rate they wish and fix themsdves" The
Ghilzais of Tazin entered into sdlemn oaths with the Persans
to the efect that they would unite againg Akbar in cas he
tried toinjureeither of them.!

29th July
Akbar was losng hispopularity in Kabul, and the people
were growing didoyal to him. Mohan Lal sent some Persian
newsgape's, adding:—"They contain valuable information.
Y ou should tear them up when all read."*

3lst July

On the 30th July all the Ghilzai chiefs waited upon
Aminullah, and asked him to express their alarm to Akbar for
his giving more and more powers to Muhammad Shah Khan.
Aminullah conveyed their wishes and Akbar promised to settle
the matter with them in twodays time. Mirza Ahmad of
Kandahar receved a khilat from Akbar. Akbar's troops
threatened to mutiny if their arrears of pay were not cleared
inawek'stime. Akbar received from the collector of the
cusomshouse Rs. 93,035 ; and to supplement this sum he was
sling slver articles received by him from the the Prince as
gifts. The wdl-wishers of the British Government in Kabul
despaired on hearing that the English armiesweregoingtoretire
from Afghanistan. Mohan Lal urged Pollock not to return from
Jalalabad even if peace terms were under consderation, and
made a strong appeal for his advance upon Kabul.'

Ybid; 41C/184.
2 |bid ; 41C/185.
3 Ibid; 41C/189.
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4th August

Mohan Lal forwarded to R. C. Shakeypeare two letters,
one from Prince Fatah Jang and the other from Mir Ali Khan,
the Murad Khani chief, containing the "most valuable topics."
He as snt a message of good-will from Nawab Muhammad
Zaman Khan. On hearingthat the British forceshad marched
from Jalalabad to Charbagh in Lughman Akbar ordered an
Afghan contingent of 2,000 horse and foot to attack them.
Mulla Momin wasin charge of the advance-guard conssting of
400 men. The contingent had reached Siah Sang.!

8th August

Akbar receved a mesage from Shamsud-din Khan of
Ghazni saying that the Durrani chiefs of Kandahar had
acknowledged Prince Timur as their ruler and Muhammad
Quli, the son of the late Wazir Fatah Khan, ashisminister.
The message a0 stated that the English army had received
congderable reinforcement in the form of camds, bullocks
etc, from Shikarpur, and that it was marching towards Kabul.
Mohan Lal reported the arrival at Kabul of Captain Saunders
in digguiee from Kandahar. Mohan Lal snt his servant to
the house where Saunders was staying. Saunder's servant,
Mustafa, informed Mohan Lal's servant that Saunders would
not s anybody or make himsdf known. Mustafa told him
that Saunders had been deputed by General Nott to Prince
Fatah Jang. Akbar was making preparations to oppose
Pollock's advance either at Tazin or at Khurd Kabul. On
Friday in the mosque at the afternoon prayers Akbar made
a fervent appeal to the Musamans in the name of Islam
togather under his banners to fight againg the English. On
the 8th August he invited all the chiefs to a sumptuous

! 1bid ; 41C/191.
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dinner given by Jabbar Khan and "intendsto produce K oran
and beg the chigfs to enter into solemn oathsthat they will
not desert him if he may be pressed to fight with us"*

12th August*

The result of Pollock's.dday in advancing upon Kabul was
that Akbar prepared to punish the chiefs inclined towards the
British. He placed a large number of guards at the gates of
the Bala Hissar; and stationed Sultan Jan in Chandaul. He
then ssized Prince Fatah Jang, and stationed some of his men
to guard the place. The secretary of the Prince and Agha
Hamza were also taken into custody. " The delay in advancing
our army diEad an increasng power while it doesruin our
friendsand interests. Akbar is engaged to catch everybody
and extort money for his force to send againgt us"*

18th August

Akbar was alarmed at learning that General Nott had
left Kandahar for Kabul. He felt that he would be unable
to fight the two forces, of Nott and Pollock, at the ssametime.
In case of Pollock's advance he would bejoined against Akbar
by Malik Shadad Khan, the chief of Sagao. Ghulam Khan
who had already rendered valuable services to the British
againg Dos Muhammad Khan for Rs. 40,000 waspreparing
to support Pollock againg Akbar. Mohan Lal recommended
him for afurther favour of money : —" | f any sum isadvanced
to him, hewill not cheat usand perform the service we point
himout." Mohan Lal stated that Prince Fatah Jang had

L1bid; 41C/193.

2 Mohan Lal addressed aletter on the zzth August but it could not
be traced.

% Panjab Records, 41C/196.

“Mohan Lal addressed a letter on the 16th August; but it could
not betraced.
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plenty of jewellery, but he was hard up for cash. Akbar
"swept off the palace from every moveable property or in fact
plundered everything without disgracing theroyal family."*

25th August®

Akbar ordered the followers of the Logar chiefs, Muhammad
Usman Khan and Jabbar Khan, to march to Ghazni to oppose
Nott's advance. He himsdf wanted to resg Pollock who
had left Jalalabad on the 20th August and reached Gandamak
on the 23rd. Akbar sdected the valleys of Jagdalak and
Tazin as the best places of defence. The soldiers following in
both directions were to be paid daily wages at the rate of
four shahisaday for a horseman, and one and a half shahis
aday for afootman. Jabbar Khan was to remain in Kabul
as its Governor. Akbar asked Mir Haji to persuade the
people in the the city to march as far as Siah Sang just to
frighten Pollock with the idea that the whole population was
with Akbar. On later condderation Akbar ordered amost
all the cavalry to go to Ghazni and infantry to Tazin. There
was a rumour in the town that General Nott had defeated
Shams-ud-din®

26th August

Akbar snt his tents to Siah Sang in the morning and
intended to move to Butkhak and Tazin in the course of three
days. General Nott had reached Mukur [stuated on the
Kandahar-Ghazni road, 160 milesnorth-east of the former city].

! Panjab Records, 41C/200.

2 Mohan Lal as addresed letters on the 20th & 21st August;
but they were not found.

% Panjab Records, 41C/202. |t may be pointed out that " Hotspur"
isthename usad in letters for Akbar, "High city" for General Nott,
"Peshawar" for General Pollock and " Red Head" for Khan Shirin cf.
Ibid; 41C/205.
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Akbar and his friends came to the condusion that they would
beable to offer greater ressgance to the British troops in the
hillsthan in theplains®

30th August

On the 27th, Nawab Muhammad Zaman K han was pressd
by various chiefs to adjust his differences with Akbar. Akbar
demanded from him all thejewels of Shah Shuja, and in return
offered to place him on the throne of Afghanistan, and rulewith
the assgance of Mir Haji. Nawab Jabbar Khan and
Muhammad Usman Khan were to beplaced in charge of the
Bala Hissar. Akbar snt away his property to the fort of
Surkhab. Muhammad Usman Khan was aso despatching his
property to Surkhab. Khudabakhsh K han, the chief of Tazin,
recaved a khilat from Akbar, and promised to help Akbar
againg Pollock. A relation of Muhammad Shah Khan
sverdy wounded a gun-maker of Kabul. Mir Haji was
offended at it and the minds of the people were perturbed.
Akbar thereupon cut off an ear of the culprit. Thisincensd
Muhammad Shah Khan. He therefore cut off both theears
of a man bdonging to Akbar's party. He then retired in
anger to his fort of Shewki. Akbar went to this place and
conciliated Muhammad Shah Khan. Akbar plundered certain
merchants of Kabul of their goodsparticularly English cloth
and indigo. He paid his soldiers in these goods giving an
article worth Rs. 2/8/- for three rupees and the soldiery sold
itforRs 2. Akbar left the BalaHissar for Butkhak on the
30th August. Aminullah, Hamza Khan and Mehar Ali Khan
were forming a party againg Akbar. Prince Fatah Jang had
excaped to join Pollock's camp.t

1bid 1 41C/205.
2 |bid; 41C/206. The Prince joined Pollock on the 18t September.
Hisarrival isthus described by Kaye, iii, 300-1;—" It was on the z&t of
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1st September
A rumour stated that General Nott had reached Ghazni.
Mohan Lal therefore again urged Pollock to advance to
Gandamak. Resdentsof Kabul werefleeing, and many parties
in the city werejoining against Akbar .

4th September

Akbar sought Mohan Lal's advice regarding pesce terms
with the British Government. Akbar wanted an agreement
from the Governor-General to the dfect that he and other
members of his family would not be injured. Akbar then
asked Mohan Lal towritealetter for him. Therewasa strong
rumour that General Nott had gained a brilliant victory over
Shams-ud-din of Ghazni. Aziz Khan Ghilzai was coming to
join Akbar againg Pollock to fight at Gandamak. Khojah
Mir Khan, Chief of Istalif (22 milesnorth-west of Kabul], sent
his son at the head of 200 men to asig Akbar. Akbar
had only 2,000 men in his camp.?

September, when Pollock was awaiting at Gundamuck the assembling
of hisbrigades, that an Afghan, of forlorn aspect, in soiled and tattered
clothes rode upon a wretched pony, attended by three followers, into the
British camp. Two dfficarsof the general dtaff, Burn and Mayne, met
the dranger as he approached, and recognissd him. They knew him
tobeFutteh Jung."

! Panjab Records, 41C/210.
Ihid, 410/207. This is the last letter of Mohan Lal on the

subject. He exaped from prison five days later, and Pollock entered
Kabul after deven days.



CHAPTER XI
RELEASE OF BRITISH PRISONERS

J. Movementsof thePrisoners

I't* may berecalled that in January, 1842, when theBritish
forces were massacred, many persons the total number of
whom later on increased to 122, conggting of 35 officers 51
Lldiers,. 2 civilians, 10 officers wives 2 soldierswives and
22 children, had been taken prisoners by Akbarl. They
remained in Khurd Kabul for a day, and on the zzth January
advanced towards Tazin. On the 12th they were taken to
SehBaba. Shortly afterwards they were removed to Tigree,
30 miles from Jalalabad. As this place was not sfethey
were taken to Badiabad, a fortified village beonging to
Muhammed Shah Khan, father-in-law of Akbar. Here the
prisoners spent nearly three months The prisoners moved
from thisplace on the nth April and reached Tazin on the
19th April. Then they marched to Gondah, a village 12 miles
from Tazin, where General Elphinstonedied on the 23rd April.
On the 23rd May they weretaken toHaft Kotal, and later to
the Khurd Kabul fort. Theprisonersweretransferred for the
sake of safety to thefort of Ali Muhammad, three milesfrom

'This chapter will show that Mohan Lal made the greatest
possble exertions and ultimately sucoesded in securing the reease of
the British prisoners.  But it is painfully surprisng tofind that in a large
number of works on the 1st Afghan War written by Englishmen, no
reference whatsoever has been made to him with the exception of Kaye
and Eyre. Even the mos recent writer on the subject, Sykes is
absolutely silent regarding Mohan Lal's servicesin this matter.

1 Malleson, 335. For their namesand other particularsvide Eyre's
Journal of Imprisonment in Afghanistan, 423-6.
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Kabul on the banks of the Logar river. There were a number
of English hogtages in Kabul, who were under the charge of
Nawab Muhammed Zaman K han.*

2.Mohan Lal sendsnewsabout thePrisoners
Mohan Lal, though placed in a situation of peculiar danger
and difficulty, managed by his fortitude, ability and judgment
to supply regular information about the prisoners ether to
Macgregor, the political agent, or to Shakegpeare*, the military
secretary, at Jalalabad.

Y Kaye, iii, 105, paysa glowing tribute to the Nawab:—"In the
meanwhile the English hostages remained under the protection of
Mahomed Zemaun Khan. Nothing could exceed the kindness of the good
old man. Faithful among the faithless he was resolute to defend the
Chrigtian drangers at all risks; and never when the popular damour
ran highest, and other men of note werethirsting for the blood of the
captives did he waver for an ingtant in his determination to shield the
hepless Feringhees from the malice of his remorsdess countrymen. He
was a Barukzye chif—a near relative of Do Mahomed Khan; and
there was not among the Sirdars of all the tribes one in whom the spirit
of nationality glowed more srongly and more purely. But whilst the
independence of his country was as dear to him as to any of his brethren,
he did not burn with that fiercehatred againg the English which broke
out in other places, nor did he ever, in the advancement of the mogt
cherished objects of his heart, stain his patriotism with those foul
crimes from which dsewhere there was little shrinking. Regarding with
abhorrence the conduct of those who had betrayed our unhappy people,
he himsdf did all that, snglehanded, he could do, to atone for the
cruelty of his countrymen; and no father could have treated his
children more kindly than the good Newab cherished and protected the
English hostages who found a sanctuary in his home"

! Shakepeare, Sir Richmond Campbell (1812-1861), was the
youngest son of John Talbot Shakespeare, of the Bengal civil service, by
Emily, edest daughter of William Makepeace Thackeray. In England
he was at school with his first cousn, William Makepeace Thackeray,
"governed," says Thackeray, "by a horrible little tyrant." Shakespeare
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29th January, 1842
¢ In a letter of the 29%th January, Mohan Lal stated that
Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk had written to Akbar to send all the
British prisonerstohim.*

30th January, 1842
Mohan Lal informed Macgregor that the British prisoners
had been sent by Akbar to Lughman' [24 milesfrom Jalalabad],
and that Lieutenant Sturt had been killed and his wife taken
prisoner by Durranis.

28th February

Mohan Lal wrote that Aminullah was very much againg
Lieutenant Condly* and other officees Muhammad Usman
Khan Barakzai sent a message to Mohan Lal through Naib
Sharif, offering to kill Aminullah. Mohan Lal referred him to

obtained a commisson as ssoond lieutenant in the Bengal artilleryin
1828. Following the Army of the Indus, hereached Kandahar in April,
1839. He went to Girishk, with Sir Robert Sale on an expedition
againg the Kandahar chiefs. In June he was appointed palitical
assgant in the misson to Herat. From there he was sent to Khiva
to secure the surrender of Russan captives. He dehvered many of the
prisonersat St. Petersburg. Hewasknighted in 1841. In June, 1842
he was appointed military secretary to major-general Pollock, cf.
Dictionary of National Biography and Buckland.

! Panjab Records, 41C/62.

2 The valley of Lughman issituated to the north of Jalalabad and
is bounded on the north by the Hindukush, in the east by the Kama
river, on thesouth .by the Kabul river, and in the west by Ahshang
river. It is forty mileslong and thirty milesbroad. Theinhabitantsare
Tajiks. Thornton, ii, 26.

* Conally, John* Balfour, Lieutenant, 20th Bengal nativeinfantry,

was attached to the Kabul embassy. While a hostage in the Bala Hissar,
hedied of fever on the 7th Augugt, 1842 ; cf. Lady SalésJournal, 392.
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the officers staying with Nawab Muhammad Zaman Khan.
Mohan La maintained communications with Lieutenant
Conolly, one of the prisoners, but received nothing in reply
as a strict watch was kept on his movements.*

1st March

Aminullahin the name of the Shah sent a word to Nawab
Muhammad Zaman Khan asking him to deliver the British
prisoners to him, "but the good Nawab has refused, saying
that he will fight if anyone will dare to take them from him."
Khan Shirin Khan aso conveyed a messsge to the Nawab
not to hand over the prisoners to AminuUah. Ghulam Khan
aso offered his assgance in securing the reease of the
prisoners in case they were to be sent outside Kabul .

10th March
Mohan La wrote that an old servant of Lieutenant
Conolly -had informed him of the danger the prisoners were
in from AminuUah. Dr. Berwick sought Mohan Lal's advice
in caxe the prisoners found themselves in a serious situation,
and Mohan Lal promised him their sfe refuge in Chandaul .*

28th March
Ghulam Khan Popalzai who had stirred up the Kohistanis
in favour of the British and against Dost Muhammad Khan
visited Mohan La on the 16th March. He again volunteered
toraise Logar Afghans to rdease the prisoners if they were
to be removed from Kabul by Akbar.*

! Panjab Records, 41C/57.
2lhid.

3lhid.

Ahid.

16
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oth April
Aminullah again requeted Nawab Muhammad. Zaman
Khan to hand over the English prisoners to him. Heas
asked Khan Shirin Khan to deiver Mohan Lal tohim. He
uspected that their stay in Kabul would cause dissnsons
among the chiefs and therefore wanted to send them to
some distant place’

loth April

He conveyed the sad news of Nawab Muhammad Zaman's
decison to relinquish charge of the prisoners. The prisoners
however, were not to be put up with Aminullah but were to be
placed under the charge of Mir Haji, the high priest of Kabul.*

17th April

Mohan Lal wrotethat on the 12th April Aminullah and the
Popalzais threatened Nawab Muhammad Zaman K han that he
must deliver the prisoners or fight. The Nawab got ready
to defend himsdf. Nawab Jabbar Khan and Agha Husain
persuaded the Nawab to yield. Consequently the prisoners were
conducted tothe house of Mir Haji; whilst Aminullah's guards
were placed over them. On the 15th April Aminullah gave
orders for theremoval of the sck and tbe wounded among the
prisoners along with ConoUy under the charge of Sayyid Murtza
to Char Oblah situated on theroad to Logar. Akbar intended
to remove the prisonerseither to Nijrow® or Hisarak ;* but the
Ghilzai chiefs were opposed to thisplan.®

11bid,

2lbid.

3 Nijrow isavalley in the Kohistaninhabited by Tajiks.

4Hisarak is situated in the valey of Jaaabad, south of the mam
road from Kabul to Jalalabad.

5 Panjab Records, 41C/42.
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25th April

Mohan Lal stated that Lieutenant Condlly wasin didress
in the house of Mir Haji. Aminullaji wished to transfer the
prisonersto the Logar country; but Mir Haji was not prepared
to allow him to do s

27th April'

Aminullah snt for the English prisoners to come from
Ghazni to Kabul. A drict watch was kept on Lieutenant
Conolly. The prisoners were oconfined in a small room in the
house of Mir Haji. A letter from Conadlly, apparently blank,
but on which words appeared when held againg fire, was
forwarded by Mohan Lal to Macgregor *

23rd May

Gul Muhammad Ghilzai of Logar informed Akbar that Mir
Afzal Malik of Gandamak and Gul Muhammad K han of Jabbar
Khail were in correspondence with Macgregor regarding the
rdease of the prisoners Akbar in conssquence ordered the
removal of the prisoners from Tazin to Kabul. Mohan Lal
suggested to  Macgregor  that he should write letters to
Khan Shirin, Mehar Ali and Bagar Khan, the Qizalbash
chiefs and Ghulam Husain Khan Afshar and Mir Muhammad
Hazara aking for their assgance regarding the prisoners
safety.?

25th May
Mohan Lal informed Macgregor that the prisoners had been
placed by Akbar in the fort of Vali Mir Akhur in Shewki,

1 Ibid; 41C/61 and 62.
2lbid; 41C/61.
3lbid; 41C/94-
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stuated near Kabul. He heard that Akbar was ddiberating
on a plan to snd them to the village of Ahungiam, sStuated on
the route to Bamian.*

28th May

Mirza lmam Vardi told Mohan Lal that at Major Pottinger's
and Captain Mackenzi€s representation, Akbar was willing
to rdesse the prisoners, but Captain Troupe' secretly told
Akbar that he could seure two lakhs of rupess by reeasng
only the women prisoners and consequently Akbar had changed
his mind and called a confeence of Barakzais, Kabulis,
Qizalbashes, Kohistanis and Ghilzais, in the Charbagh, the
tomb of Timur Shah; whereit was ultimately decided that
the prisoners should be allowed to remain in Kabul.*

2ndJune
Mohan Lal advised General Pollock to advance immediately
as far as Gandamak. "If you follow this advice, you will
not only save the Royal family, but diperse the Barakzais
and cause the rdease of our prisoners before Mahomed
Akbar should send them to Turkistan."*

6th June
Mohan Lal again urged General Tollock to march to
Gandamak in theinterest of the prisonersif nothing dse®

! bid; 41C/9%.

! Troupe. Colin entered thearmy in 1820 ; served againg the Bhils
in 1827, "and was in Afghanigan during thefirst Afghan war. Hewas
taken prisoner in the retreat from Kabul in January, 1842. Later he
scommanded the 48th regiment at Aliwai in the first Skh War, 1845-6.
He was created a C. B., and Lt General in 1872. Hedied at Meerut
in April, 1876. cf. Buckland.

2lbid; 41C/100. "

3lbid; 41C/109.

4 1bid ; 41C/114.
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15th June
Hecommunicated to Jalalabad the news of Akbar'sinten-

tion to snd the prisoners to Bamian in case of Pollock's
victorious mar ch to Jagdalak.!

19th june
Mohan Lal assured Macgregor of the safety of the prisoners
againg their despatch to Bamian, "as | have excited many
people againg thisplan of Akbar.""

20th June

Mohan Lal again inssted on Pollock's advance to savethe
prisoners from davery in Turkistan.?

22ndJune
Khan Shirin Khan and Ghulam Hasar Khan, chiegf of the
Afshar Perdans, stated that the prisoners might have been
rdeased if General Pollock had advanced to Gandamak a
fortnight earlier when Akbar was busy in fighting with
Muhammad Zaman khan. They suggested that they would
scure the rdease of the prisoners if Pollock would advance

in awesk'stime at the latest.*
1

24th June
Akbar intended to take away Lieutenant Conolly and others
from under the charge of Mir Haji.®

26th June
Khan Shirin Khan sent a word to Mohan Lal saying that
hewas not visiting Akbar, bad collected all his followers, sent

1 1bid; 41C/133.
21bid; 41C/138.
3lbid; 41C/141.
41bid; 41C/144.
5lbid; 41C/148.
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away his moveable property, and removed his women to a
place of safety. As soon as the General commenced his march
towards Kabul he would openly oppose Akbar, and would
saize the prisoners from hispossssdon. Ghulam Muhammad
Khan Mukhtar also assured Mohan Lal of his support in
securing the releae of the prisoners Akbar daily visited
Mir Haji to take over charge of the prisoners. Mohan Lal
advised General Pollock and Macgregor to write a letter
to Mir Haji, saying that "he is chief priest of Cabod etc;
and it is therefore expected that he will keep all our prisoners
by him."*

28th June

Ghulam Muhammad Khan Mukhtar advised Mir Haji not
to hand over the prisonersto Akbar. He asured Mohan Lal
of hiswhole-hearted co-operation in this matter. Khan Shirin
Khan wrote letters to various Hazara chiefs on the route to
Bamian to molex Akbar if he should fleein that direction.
The Khan was concerting measures in consultation with
Ghulam Hasar Khan, the Afshar chief, to secure freedom
of theprisoners®

30th June

Ghulam Muhammad Khan Mukhtar sent his son Taj
Muhammad, giving him asurance of his fiddlity, expecting
"that | have approved of hisservices | replied'that he will
berewarded and made the minister of the country if he kegps
hisword." Hesent areply to Mohan Lal saying that "aslong
as he and Meer Hajeelive our prisonersshall not beremoved.
Heinsgstsupon metowrite to you to advance quickly."*

|bid; 41C/151.
2 | bid; 41C/156.
3 Ibide; 41C/157.
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1st July
Sultan Jan, the brother-in-law of Akbar [son-in-law of
Dost Muhammad Khan], visted Mohan Lal asking his opinion
asto how the British Government could be satisfied. Mohan Lal
suggested that immediate rdease of the prisoners and Akbar's
apology were the only means which could satify the British
.authorities®

4th July

Mohan Lal wrote—"Our friend Aga Humza in the Bala
Hissar tells me that Syud Mehssr who is respected and
worshipped by the Hazarahs of Bamian and Deh Koonde
and who has been the collector of that country for a long time
agresstoraise 5000 horse and foot and prevent the trans
misson of our prisoners to Toorkistan in case Akbar should
intend to send them away, but | must advance Rs. 10,000. |
replied to Aga Humza that | am destitute of such means; but
if the Prince and he think the Syud an honest man, they may
settle with him on this subject, and the services of the Syud
shall be appreciated by our Government."*

6th July

Kamal, a sarvant of Nawab Jabbar Khan, told Mohan
Lal that Akbar was determined to snd away the priso-
ners to the Hazara country; but he was afraid the people of
Kabul might stand in his way. Jabbar Khan had therefore
taken upon himsdf to conciliate the people before removing
the prisoners. Mohan Lal thereupon took the mos hazardous
step of writing thirty anonymous letters to the most influential
chiefs of Kabul. The subject matter of the letterswas:—

L I bid.
2 | bid; 41C/162.
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" Akbar isof course faithful, but why he makes preparations
to fly upon one hand and to fight with the English on
the other. If he intends to fly and snd away the
English prisoners towards Bamian, we, the citizens,
should take deps to prevent the removal of the
prisoners, otherwise if the English take Cabool, they
will ask the citizens why they allowed Akbar to send
away the prisoners" Thee letters created great
excitement in the dty, and people began te argue
openly that it wasin their interest to keep the prisoners
in Kabul .*

8th July
Akbar snt Mirza Imam Vardi to Mir Haji with
the reques that he would send the prisoners to the Bala
Hissar which was a safer place. Mir Haji did not like to create
any suspicion in the mind of Akbar, and complied with his
wishes The prisoners were consequently transferred to the
Bala Hissar. Mohan Lal was, however, hopeful about the
futureof theprisoners. He reported that Aminullah and Mir
Haji were greatly disappointed with Akbar. They held a
sret mediing in the house of Ahmad Khan. They took
solemn oaths to stand by each other in securing the rdease
of the English prisoners. They were going to form a party
with the Perdan chiefs for this purpose. A rumour stated
that theVali of Khulam wroteto Akbar that in case he wanted
to come there he should not bring the English prisoners
with him.*
9th July

Mohan Lal conveyed asurancess of British favour
to Ghulam Muhammad Khan Mukhtar if he would secure

1Ibid; 41C/163.
2lbid.
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the rdeae of the prisoners. "He replied that when
wewereruling at Cabool we never cared about him, and if
| had money to advance to him, hewould immediately take
posession of our prisoners.” Mohan La told him that he
was a prisoner and had no money. Mirza Hyder Ali adso
promised to co-operate with Aminullah towards achieving this
end. Mohan Lal suggested that letters should be written
to all these chiefs under the sed and signature of Genera
Pollock. He pointed out the following subject matter -—'"They
will be treated as friends'and pardoned for the past, their lands,
pay and rank shall continue as before; Prince Futteh Jung
shall be looked as their superior and the English will not
interferein theinternal affairs of thekingdom; British Envoy
will remain with some army and the rest of the forces shall go
toIndia."* MohanLal further communicated that Akbar was
going to send M gjid Peshkhidmat to the V ali of Khulam. Mohan
Lal's opinion was that the "treachery, flattery, and capacity of
Akbar" would ultimately succeed in frustrating all the schemes

1Sir R. Shakepeare, military secretary to the Major-General
commanding in Afghanistan wrote:—"| yeterday had the pleasure
to recdve your three letters of date 6th, 8th and oth instant Inreply
totheletter in which you propose that the General should write to Meer
Hajee and Ameenoollah, | am directed to say :—

"That the rank, pay and lands of these chiefs and of all otherswho
may asig in the recovery of theprisoners will not beinterfered with
by the English Government, who will consder the service of recovering
theprisonersasobliteratingtheir errorsduringtherebelion at Cabool.

"The General has heard that the Afghan nation has sdected aking
and placed Futteh Jungon thethrone. Itisnot thewish of the English
Government to interfere in matters in this country more than in
recovering our prisoners and gunsetc. The subject of an Envoy at the
court of Cabool is one which mugt be decided by a referenceto the
Supreme Gover nment.”

Panjab Records, 41C/165.
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of the supporters and sympathisers of the English, and in
sending the prisoners to Turkistan. Mohan Lal again urged
Pollock to advance quickly.*

17th July
Ghulam Muhammad Khan Mukhtar and Mir Haji again
assured Mohan Lal that they would not allow Akbar to remove
the prisoners from Kabul.!

19th July
Mohan Lal intimated that he had ddivered letters to
Aminullah and Mir Hagji*. Sarfraz Khan, the brother of the
former, told Mohan Lal that Biir Haji, Aminullah and the
Persian chiefs had entered into a solemn league to sscure the
liberty of the prisoners”

20th July
Mohan Lal forwarded three Persan letters, one from the
Prince, the soond from his Secretary and the third from
Mehtar Ali, theMurad Khani chief; ado a Persan newspaper.
He asserted that they contained " the mos valuable informa-
tion and the feding of the combined chiefs with regard of
our prisonersetc."*

21st July

A report was current in thecity that the English prisoners
had been secretly taken away by Ghilzais who were bribed
by the English. The Kabul chiefs supected treachery on tip
part of Akbar. Consequently, they waited upon Akbar and
dedlared that they would take arms againg him if he sent

'Out.

2 IBID; 41C/176.
31bid; 41CA77.
41bid;41C/179.
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away the prisoners. Akbar offered to show that the prisoners
were still there. Mohan Lal also sent his servant who found
that Akbar's statement was correct.

26th July
When General Pollock's letter toMir Haji wasread before
the members of his family, all were pleased, and they pressed
Blir Haji not only to secure the liberty of the prisoners but
dototry to sdze Akbar.!

29th July

Akbar called a council of the chiefson the 28th July and
asked their opinion about releasng the prisoners. AminuUah
was thefirg to plead for the immediate reease of the prisoners.
In this demand hewassupported by Mir Haji and Mehar Ali,
the Murad Khani chief. This proposal was opposed by
Jabbar Khan, Muhammad Shah Khan, Mirza Ali and Akbar.
Akbar, however, ultimately agreed to Aminullah's proposal 2

31st July
Akbar was prevented from rdeasing the prisonersby Mirza
Ali and Khalig Ali ec. They advised him not to s the
prisonersfree before the membersof his own family were
restored tohim.*

4th August

Mohan Lal forwarded a letter from Nawab Muhammad
Zaman, "who undertakes the delivery of our prisoners and
apprenenson of Mahomed Akbar Khan if | would procure
some money for him."®

1 lhid; 41C/180.

2lbid; 41C/184.

3lbid: 41C/185.

4lbid: 41C/189.
51bid; 41C/191.
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12th August

Mohan Lal wrote that Akbar realized the danger of "an
immediate rise of the people againg him in securing our
prisoners”  Consequently, he placed a large number of guards
on them in the Bala Hissar, sezed Prince Fatah Jang, Agha
Hamza etc., and decided to send the prisoners from the Bala
Hissar to Shewki, and thence to Khulam or Nijrow. Just then
there arrived in Kabul Malik Mirza Shah, the Chief of Nijrow,
and Akbar postponed the trandfer of the prisonersfor a day,
as he wanted to conault the Chief in this matter. Mohan Lal
suggested a coup d'etat. He stated that the fort of Shewki
was guarded by only forty men. A drong cavalry force by
leaving Surkhab at 3 odock in the afternoon, and marching
in the night could arrive at Shewki at 5 d'dock next morning.
Thus the garrison should be taken by surprise; and prisoners
could easly be secured.  He, however, pointed out that the
cdeveres guides should be employed for such a dangerous
journey* He informed Macgregor that Aminullah wasdoing
his best to help the prisoners, and he was making every possble
effort to delay their departurefrom Kabul. Akbar could not
be persuaded and he sent the prisoners from the Bala Hissar to
Shewki. Mohan Lal was detained in the Bala Hissar.!

25th August

Mohan Lal reported the arrival in Kabul on the 22nd
August of another batch of English prisoners from Ghazni
in the charge of Colond Palmer. Akbar told them that
General Pollock was very fond of fighting, and in conssquence
the prisoners should beready " to see the wonders of Toorkistan" .
They were dso snt to Shewki on the 23rd Augugt, and thus
all the prisoners asssmbled in one place?

! |bid; 41C/196.
2lbid; 41C/202.
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J. Prisonersaresent off towards Turkistan

On the 25th August the prisoners were ordered to be taken
to Turkistan across Bamian. They were provided with
29 camds and 67 horsss and with auffident quantity of
medicines. Captains Troupe and Bygrave were detained
to accompany Akbar to Butkhak. For some time before their
departure the prisones had been auffering from fever which
had consderably reduced them. Vincent Eyre’l one of the
prisoners recorded on the 17th August:—"Mrs. Smith, a
poor European widow, servant to Mrs. Trevor died of fever.
Scarcdy a sngle lady, officer, soldier, or child had now escaped
the dissase and we began to resemble accompany of ghosts
on avisit from the other world." *

In a letter on the 26th Augus Mohan Lal stated that
Captain Anderson and his wife, and the wife and children of
Captain Trevor, all being extremely ill had been left behind
at Shewki with Dr. Campbell to attend them.®

On the 30th August Mohan Lal wrotes—'Poor Mrs. Trevor
is very sck and Captain Troupe writes me that she is not
expected to live."*

YEyre, Sir Vincent (1811-1881), general, joined the artillery of
the Company in Bengal in 1829. After eight yearshewaspromoted to
therank of first lieutenant. In 1839 he was appointed commissary of
ordnance to the Kabul army. He passd through the Panjab, with
an immense train of ordnance goresand arrived at Kabul in April, 1840.
When on the 9th January, 1842, the British married dfficerswith their
families had to surrender to Akbar, Eyre with hiswifeand child was
among those 0 surrendered.

2 Eyre, 33L1.
% Panjab Records, 41C/205.
* Ibid; 41C/206.



254 LIFE AND WORK OF MOHAN LAL

Their digress grew greater on thejourney. On the2nd
September, Eyre wrote—"Some of the sck soldiers, who
were forced to walk, were quite exhausted; and one poor
felow, who was too weak even to st on a horsg it was found
necessary to bind on a came."*

The prisone's reached Bamian on the 3rd September.
At this place they were taken from fort to fort and at last on
the 9th September were lodged in awretched fort.

4. British Officers' attempt to persuade Salah
Muhammad fails

The British prisoners were placed under the command
of Salah Muhammad, a chief of the Hazaras, who had begun
his political career when Sir John Keanearrived in Kabul, by
epousng the cause of Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk. He was taken
in the British service and employed as a Subahdar in Captain
Hopkin's regiment of infantry. When Dog Muhammad Khan
was fighting with the British force under the command of
Colond Dennie at Bamian, Sdlah Muhammad deserted the
British army, and went over with his reations to Dost
Muhammad Khan. He fought under Dost Muhammad K han
againgd General Sale at Par wan. When Dost Muhammad
surrendered, he fled away to Turkistan.* On Akbar'sgetting
posession of the Bala Hissar, Salah Muhammad came back,
and received command of an infantry regiment conssting of
Afghans, Tajiks and Perdansetc. Afterwards he was given
charge of the British prisoners with a contingent of 300 men*

The British prisoners knew that he was a deserter, and
thought that he might be prevailed upon to desrt again.

1Eyre, 343.
2Kaye.iii.331.
3 Panjb Records, 41C/206,
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With this end in view some leading Englishmen opened
negotiations with him; but failed in their attempt. Magjor
Pottinger while addresing a letter to General Pollock on the
21st September, 1842, says: — " | have omitted to state that
on the 29th and 30th of Augug, the prisoners having agreed
amongst themsdves that they would raise a subscription for
their rdease, and the party having sdected Captain Lawrence,
Captain Johnson and mysdlf, astheir agentswe opened a negotia-
tion with Salah Mohammad Khan, by Captain Johnson and
Captain Lawrence severally offering to engage themsdves for
the payment of alac of rupeesto Salah Mohammad Khan, if he
would agree to aid in our reease; and Captain Johnson
explained to him that if he (Salah Mohammad) would delay
our march when Major-General Nott's army reached '"Mydan',
we might by a forced march jom his camp. To both these
proposals Salah Mohammad Khan returned distinct refusals
and afterwards treated us with condderable harshness giving
orders that no one should go beyond the line of sntinds round
our tents threatening to Kill us if any escaped, and in other
ways shewing himsaf displeased with our propostions”*

Ycof. Memorandum of Agha Hyder Hasan, p. 2; Forman
Chrigtian College Library. Kaye, iii, 351-3, says—" The commander of
the exort was one Saleh Mahomed. A <dldier of fortune, who had
visted many countries, and served under many maders, he had been at
one time a subahdar in Captain Hopkin'sregiment of infantry, and had
deserted with his men to Dost Mahomed on the eve of the contest at
Bameean. A good-humoured, loquadious boasting man, he was never
happier than when narrating his adventures to the English officars
under hischarge.  Among them there was not one who better understood
the Afghan character, or who had made more friendsin the country,
than Captain Johnson; and now, in a short time, between him and
Saleh Mahomed an intimacy was esablished which the former began
to turn to the best account. He rode with the commandant, listened to
hisgories, and soon began to throw out hintsthat alakh of rupees and
a penson in Hindostan might he found for him, if, instead of carrying
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Shortly afterwards a definite order came from Akbar to
Salah Muhammad to march the prisonersinstantly to Khulam,
where they were to be detained as hostages " All hope of
deiverance', says Eyre, "saned now at an end and we
endeavoured calmly- to resgn oursdves to a fate that ssemed
inevitable"*

5.Mohan Lal succeedsin recoveringthePrisoners

The leaders of the prisones were not wrong in their
aurmise of the character of the mam Salah Muhammad,
however, could not trust the people whom he had once wronged.
Besdes he could not place confidence in the British authorities
who had for the most part broken off their vows and promisss
in Afghanisgan. An Orientalist like him could only rely on
ancther Orientalist of postion and in the confidence of the
British. Luckily for the English, they had a man of such
decription in their servicee This was Mohan Lal, who was
within easy reach of every inhabitant of Afghanistan, from the
highest grandee to the humblest peasant; and whose influence
was bedieved to have its desred efect upon the British
authoritiesnot only in that country, but alsoin India.

Negotiations had already besn going on between Salah
Muhammad and Mohan Lal. As early as the 28th August,
Salah Muhammad had agread to take the British prisonersto
aplace of safety if he were given areward of Rs. 25,000 and a

off his prisones to Bameean, he would conduct them in safety to the
British camp.. ... On the 29th of Augud, the suggestion was put forth,
in alight and jesting manner; and not until he had convinced himsdf
that there would be no danger in a moredirect propostion, did Johnson
affer Saleh Mahomed to fed that he wasthoroughly in earnest The
Afghan was in no hurry to commit nimsdf. Dayspassed. Theparty
reached Bameean ; and no alluson was madeto the subject.”

* EyrésJournal, dated nth September, 1842, p. 352.
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monthly penson of Rs. 1,000. Jfohan Lal gave him every
asurance, holding out hopes of an agreement with his
proposals But he refrained from giving anything in
writing:—" | have promisad everything he asked ; but not
in writing."*

Mohan Lal then referred the matter to General Pollock
and received the following reply :—

"In reply to your letter of the 30th ultimo, | am

directed by the General to say.... If Salah Mahomed
saures the prisoners as he proposss his expensssto
the amount he mentions shall be paid; but the General
cannot promise the pendon without a reference to the
Governor-General; he may be quite sure that he
will be forgiven and well rewarded if we get the
prisoners...." 2

Mohan Lal now prepared to assume the entire responsibility
himsdf. Hesays:—

"Finding that to induce the chiefs in the city as well as

the letters of General Pollock to their address availed
nothing in behalf of the prisoners, | took the most
dangerous step, with full bdief either to lose my life or
gain my object. To dfect this cause | supplicated,
and aked Mahomed Akbar Khan to allow me to
remain in the house near himsdf, under the pretence
that my visiting him occasonally will show his kind-
nes tomein future. It was agreed, and | was placed
under a guard as before, but not sent out of the

! Panjab Records, 41C/206.
2 | bid.

17
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city; after this | sent for my acquaintance, Moortza
Shah, in the confinement on' the pretence of sdling,
some cloth to me™*

Mohan L al gave Sayyid M urtza Shah Kashmiri onehundred
rupess for his travelling expensss and asked him to go to
Bamian, and on his behalf requet Salah Muhammad Khan
not to take the prisoners beyond the territory of Kabul, and
to deliver them on thearrival of the British army from Jalal-
abad or Kandahar. In return for this service Mohan Lal
promised on the part of the British Government to reward
Salah Muhammad as follows—(i) Pardon for his desertion,
(i) A pendon of Rs1,000 per mensam for life, (iii) A prizeof
Rs.20,000 in cash to be given onthearrival of the prisoners in
the British camp, (iv) Rs. 6,250 to be given to his adherents,
and (v) Rs5,000 to Sayyid Murtza Shah.2

Murtza Shah who had also been urged by the Qizalbash
chiefs for the same purpose reached Bamian on the zoth
September, and ddivered to Salah Muhammad the message from
Mohan Lal. On the nth September, Salah Muhammad called to
a meeting Johnson, Pottinger and Lawrence, and told them
"that one Syud Moorteza, a Cashmeree, who, during the
Caubul insurrection had heped Johnson to collect grain
from the villages, nad arrived from Caubul, and brought a
message from Mohan Lal to the effect, that if he would rdease
prisoners, General Pollock would ensure him a lifepenson
of 1,000 rupess a month, and make him a present of 20,000
rupess. 'l know nothing of General Pollock/ then said Saleh
Mohamed, 'but if you three gentlemen will swear by your

*The Calcutta Englishman. 7th December, 1842, quoted in the
Asiatic Journal, February, 2843, pp. 106-7.

1 Memorandum of Agha Hyder Hasan, p. 2.
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Saviour to make good to mewhat Syud Moorteza Shah dates
that he is authorised to, offer, | will deliver you over to your
own people’ The offer was at once accepted. With little
delay an agreement was written out in Persan by Sayed
Moorteza Shah, and dgned by Johnson, Pottinger, Lawrence,
and Mackenzie"*

6. Acknowledgment of Mohan Lal'sservices

Mohan Lal justly felt dlated at the phenomenal success his
daring and dash had achieved:—

" If | were not to run the personal risk while mysdf in
confinement and not induce Salah Mahomed to restore
our prisoners they would never be rdeased until we
were to meat the wishes of Mahomed Akbar Khan,
and would by this time be wandering and suffering
on the desrts of Toorkistan. If Government take
these my humble sarvices into their just, impartial
and favourable view | hape | shall be highly rewarded;
because | have saved the British name, which, if the
English ladies and officers were taken into Turkistan,
would deeply suffer. | have not only done this, but
spent not the fourth of the money which was offered
by General Pollock for recovering the prisoners, and
thus saved the Company's cash. | am proud indeed of
what | have done"*

Most of the prisoners might have been ignorant of the man to
whom they owed their miraculous release and so they made

1Kaye, iii, 335.
2Mohan Lal's letter to afriend published in the Calcutta; English-
man, quoted in Vincent Byre's Journal, 416.
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90 mention whatsoever of Mohan Lal in their accounts of
imprisonment. But the testimony of their chief leader,
Major Pottinger, and General Pollock is conclusive on this
point. When the prisoners joined Pollock's camp at Kabul
on *the 21t September, Major Pottinger’ addressed the same
day thefollowing letter to Major-General Pollock :—

"1 have the honour to report my arrival in your camp, and
beg to lay before you the following statement of the
messures we had recourse to at Bamian to effect our
release.

"On the 10th of this month Syed Moortza Kashmeery,
an agent of Aly Reza Khan Kuzzulbash, arrived at
Bamian; he had received from Moonshee Mohun Lal
verbal assurances that all those who would engagein
effecting our release should be handsomely rewarded
and that a pension should be paid to himself, Sdeh
Mahomed Khan ( who commanded the Afghan
Regiment sent to escort the Prisoners to Toorkistan ).
Syed Moortza brought urgent letters from the
Kuzzulbash Chiefs to their clansman Saleh Mahomed,
and having gained over his brother Mahomed Sadiq

! Pottinger, Eldred (1811-1845), wasbornin Ireland. He entered
the Bombay artillery in £827 ; but after some time wes trandferred
to the political department. In 1837 hetravelled through Afghanistan
disuissd as a horsededler. Shortly after his arrival at Herat the city
wasbeseged by the Iranis, and Pottinger rendered great services in
defending the place.  In return hewas created a C.B. and was appointed
political agent at Herat. Hereturned tolndiain 1839. In 1841 hewas
again snt back to Afghanitan as political officer in Kohistan. On
Macnaghten'B murder on the 23rd December, 1841, he succeaded to his
pod. During the retreat he was detained as a hostage.
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Khan paid him fifty out of ahundred rupess which
had been furnished by Moonshee Mohun ~ Lal......""

Vincent Eyre, one of the prisoners wrote in hisJournal:—

"We afterwards learned that we werein a great measure
indebted for this sudden turn of affairs in our favour
to Ali Kuzul Khan, and other Kuzzilbash Chiefs,
in concert with Mohun L all, who sent Syud M oorteezzer
to Bameean to negotiate with Saleh Mahomed for
our reease Mohan Lal promisng a liberal reward
in the name of the British Government."*

Major-General Pallock in his report to the Secretary,
Political Department, stated :—

"The return in safety of the Prisoners may be attributed
in a great measure to the negotiations of Mohun Lal,
and the active co-operation of the Kuzzilbash chiefs in
addition to the judicious measures adopted by Major
Pottinger "

0

'Panjab Records, 410/211, Major Pottinger to Major-General
Pollock, 21¢ September, 1842.

*Eyre, 353.

Panjab Records, 41C/211, dated Kabul, 23rd September, 1842.
cf. Imperial Records Secret Consultation, 28th December, 1842,
No. 674; Papers relating to Military Operations in Afghanistan, Nos.
510and 511, pp. 404, 405. In ancther letter dated Camp Feroxepur, 6th
January, 1843, General Pollock stated:—"Mohun Lall Moonshee has
proved himsdf to be a very intelligent and useful public servant. Hewas
of essential service in sending me information from Cabool until | reached
that Capital with the army under my command. He wasalso greatly
insrumental in effecting the exape of the prisoners from Bamian."
Imperial Records, Foreign Department, Political Proceedings 15th
March, 1843, Nos. 107-107 A.
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Mohan Lal then paid with his own hands on the 26th
September  the sums of money which had been promised to
Salah Muhammad K han, Sayyid Murtza Shah, and others*

It may be pointed that Sayyid Murtza Shah was aso
granted a penson of Rs. xo0 pa mensem from 21 September,
2842. The Sayyid had settled in the Panjab, and continued
torecave this alowance until the end of 1844, when this
penson was raised by the Court of Directorsto Rs. 500 from
21 September, 1842 :—" The Honor able the Court of Directors
having decided that the Afghan Syud Moortezah Shah, who
exerted himsdf s meritorioudy and successfufly for  the
rdease of the British Prisoners from the hands of Mahomed
Akbar Khan should receive a monthly allowance of Rupees
500, instead of the allowance of Rupeses zoo a month, which he
has bean in receipt of Snce September, 1842,1 am directed by
the Right Honorable the Governor-General-in-Council to
request that you will pay to the Syud the arrears due to him
under the above indructions which at the rate of Rs. 400 a
month from the 21¢ September, 1842, until January, 1845, a
period of 27 months and 10 days, amounts to Rs. 10,933/5/4." *

'Travels, 476. In his diary Mohan Lal wrote—"Paid to Saleh
Mahomed 31,520 rupess" Imperial Records Foreign Consultation, 24th
March, 1848, no. 78.

2 Panjab Records, Book 135, Letter 2, p.5, F. Currie, Secretary to
Government of India, to G. Broadfoot, Agent to the Governor-General,
N.W F; dated Fort William. 3rd January, 1845.



CHAPTER X1 1
BACK TO INDIA, 1842-1844

1. Mohan Lal isembarrassed by a money bill

When the British treasury was plundered during the Kabul
insurrection early in November, Mohan Lal was assgned the
task of raisng funds for the British authorities. He collected
lakhs of rupess and granted bills to merchants and other
pesonsunder the signature of Sir William Macnaghten. There
are many references in Mohan Lal's letters to such sums
To quote only one by way of example—"1 had also raised
about 80,000 Rupess for the Envoy, and after the cash was
recaved, | had got five bills from him and Major Pottinger
which | gave to the merchants"*

On this occason, however, we refer here to a bill which
remained unpaid for a long time, and causd consderable
worry and inconvenience to Mohan Lal at a time when he was
performing the dangerous duty of supplying information about
the political situation in Kabul, and badly stood in need of
raisng more money for the purpose Due to the suspicion
aroused by one man, the bill remained unpaid for over a year
and a quarter, in spite of the recommendation of the Governor-
General on behalf of Mohan Lal.

Thebill, for Rs. 24,404, wasin the handwriting of Captain
Lawrence' and bore the signature of Sir William Macnaghten.

! Panjab Records, 410/57, Mohan Lal to Captain Macgregor, dated
Kabul, 10th March, 1842.

! Lawrence, Sir George St. Patrick (1804-1884), General, was elder
brother of Sir Henry Lawrence and of John Lawrence. He was
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It wasdrawn in the name of one Muhammad Sadig, and was
payable to R. Hodges* Head clerk in the doffice of the Assigant
Agent to the GovernortGeneral, N. W. Frontier at Ludhiana.
He was an Anglo-Indian and was related to Mohan Lal by
marriage. Hodges was brought in to expedite the payment of
the bill. In' a letter to Hodgesdated Kabul, 11 p. m., 17th
December, 1841, endosed with the bill, Mohan Lal stated :—

"You will bejglad to recaive thisnote from me which will
show you that | am alive and safe with my father
and family. | am plundered of everything | had and
affered a condderable loss | am now under the
immediate orders of the Envoy. Heisvery kind tome
and trusts me with all his secrets and has employed
mein the mogt trying and critical affairs. However,
the loss of Sir Alexander has been very mortifying
and vexatious to me. | say only here that weare
involved in the mogt unfortunate difficulties and. trust
in God for protection. | write this on the table of
the Envoy, who has invited me secretly to talk on
some affairs from the city.

"| endose a hill from the Envoy in favour of Mohammed
Sadeek, a regpectable merchant here; he is doing great
sarvices to the Envoy and mysdf and procures money
for us in such crissand want. Hisobject is that you
will receive the amount of the bill and keep ready in

appointed a cavalry cadet in the 2nd regiment of light cavalry in Bengal
in 1832. In 1825 he was promoted to be adjutant of hisregiment. He
was present in Afghanistan with his regiment. In Kabul he was appointed
political assgant to Sir William Macnaghten. Subsequently he became
his military secretary, a pos which he held to the death of his chief. In
theretreat from Kabul hewastaken asa hostage by Akbar, and remained
in captivity till .their rdease on the 17th September, 1842.
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your command that; when he or his servant comes
with note, the duplicate and triplicate of it to you,
he may receiveit without waiting on hisarrival there,
which is the period fixed for the payment of the sum.
Neither he nor his servant will leave thistill theroad
is safe and quiet. | shall be very much obliged to you
to have this bill cashed and the Envoy has agread to
pay it without further advice The duplicate and
triplicate of the bill are here. | hopethiswill reach
you safe.  If my bearers come back from their housss
snd them with my palankeen to Peshawar and tell
them to remain in serai till | writeand send for them.
I hope Shah Valee has reached Loodianah with your
horse  When the servant of Mohammed Sadesk or he
himsef comes to you with my note and the duplicate
and triplicate of thebill to receive the cash, | bey
you will kindly treat him and give him a Zeafut [ a
feast] on my account. | say no more here now, as
very busy, vexed and disheartened. Give my regards
to everyone"!

The bearer of the bill reached Peshawar on the 27th
December, and desred a permit to go to Ludhiana. Captain
H. M. Lawrence® Asistant Agent, Governor-General, at

! Panjab Records, 41 B/72.

* Lawrence, Sir Henry Montgomery (1806-1857), Brigadier-General,
Chief Commissoner in Oudh, was thefourth son of Colond Alexander
Lawrence. Heobtained a commisson as ssoond lieutenant inthe Bengal
artilleryin 1822. Heparticipated in the first Burmee War, and was
promoted first lieutenant in 1825. In 1830 he was poded to thefoot
artillery at Karnal, and next year hewastranderred tothehorseartillery
at Meerut, and then at Cawnpore. I1n 1833 he was appointed an assigtant
revenue surveyor at Moradabad. He became afull surveyor in 1835, and
a captain in 1837. Through the influence of Frederick Currie hewas
appointed in 2839 officiating assgant to George Clerk, the political
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Peshawar suapected'some foul busness and he, therefore, sent
a note dated 28th December to G. R. Clerk, Agent, Governor-
General, N.W. F; who was responsblefor honouring the bill:—

"A man from Caubul yesterday urged me for arahdaree
[a passport] to Loodiana and-at last produced a letter
directed to Mr. Hodges from Mohun Lall which he
said he was anxious to take secretly to Loodiana.
| was starting for camp and took the letter with me,
telling the General that | suspected it contained a bill
and asked his authority toopen it; hegaveit and in it
we found an order for 24,404 Rs. Theabove is an
extract from theletter, the original. When it reaches,
Mr. Hodges will doubtless show to Mr. C. Miles. The
bill is dated December 17th but without number. It is
made payable to Mr. Hodges by Mahommed Sadik,
who you will observe by the depostion of Golam
Mahommed, the bearer of the letter, is a servant of

* Mohun Lall ingead of a regpectable merchant as stated

by Mohun Lall. This is the first linereceved from
Mohun Lall dnce the catasrophe. The bill is in my
brother's handwriting, is at thirty days dght and
without further advice; 2 & 3 of the same bear to date
[9c] being unpaid payable to Mahommed Sadik or
order and to be debited in account with Government.

"The depostion isendosed. | have returned the letter and
bill to Golam Mahommed and given him arahdaree," 1

agent at- Ludhiana. Announcing the appointment Curriewroteto him :—
"I have helped to put your foot in the stirrup. It restswith you to put
yoursdlf in the saddle” In December, 1841, he was sent to join Major
Mackeson, the senior assgtant political officer at Peshawar. Dictionary of
National Biography.

Panjab Records, 41B/72.
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2. Repeated requestsare madefor itspayment

Mohan Lal waited for the payment of the bill for about five
months, and was 'pressed by the merchant to pay him the
money. So in a letter of the 23rd May, 1842, he requested
Captain Macgregor to "kindly write to Mr. Clerk to pay the
bill granted on the 17th of December last by the lamented
Envoy which is accompanied with a small note from mysdf
dated the same day, and which was transmitted the same night
when | was with the late Envoy. It hasbeen in the handwrit-
ing of Captain Lawrence and signed by the Envoy."*

In another letter of the 2nd June, 1842, he again pressed
Macgregor to sscure the payment of the bill: —" | beg you to
write again to Mr. Clerk or the Governor-General to pay the
bill granted by the late Envoy on the 17th December, 1841
in favour of Mahomed Sadik. Thisbill has been given for the
cash paid through me and is written by Captain Lawrence.
This merchant has been alwayswith Sr Alexander, procuring
money at the most want and has a letter of the Envoy in his
hand acknowledging his services receiving the money, and
sending him the bills. He is doing us now great service with
Meer Aboo Talib merchant."*

On the 9th June herequested Sr R. Shakespeare, Military
Secretary to Mgjor-General Pollock, for the payment of the
bill.*

On the 14th June he again wrote to Shakespeare—"| hope
he (Macgregor) or the General (Pollock) hasasked Mr. Clerk
to pay thebill granted by the Envoy for the sum paid through

! Panjab Records, 41C/94.
2 lbid ; 41C/109.
3 Ibid; 41C/120.
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me. The owner of thebill and mysdf have the letters of the
Envoy on thissubject. | begyou towriteto Mr Clerk to pay
the bill asthe merchant annoys me very much."*

On the 17th Junehe again requested Macgregor : — " | beg
you will write to Mr. Clek to pay the bill of the 17th
December 2

On the 19th June hewroteto Macgregor : — " | hopeyou
have writtentoMr. Clerk about thebill." *

On the 28th June he expressd hope for its payment :—
"1 am very glad to hear from you that Mr. Clerk will do all
| wish for the order of the late Envoy dated the 17 December,
1841."*

On the 30th June he wroteto Shakespeare: — " | begyou
will kindly ask the General or write to Captain Macgregor to
ask Government to pay thebill in favour of Mahomed Sadik
granted by the late Envoy on the 17th December, 1841. Asl
wrote you before his services at present are very much
required and without his assistance, | will not be able to do
anything."®

On the 6th July he again reminded Shakespeare: — " | hope
you have heard about the bill from Mr. Clerk asthe merchant
is presing upon me."®

Y lbid; 41C/129.

2 |bid ; 41C/137. ,
%lbid; 41C/138.
“ |bid; 41C/136.

5 1hid;41C/157()).
6 Ibid ; 41C/165 (1).
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On the%th july he wrote to Shakespeare—"| begtotrouble
the General again about the bill of the 17th December granted
by the Envoy. The merchant is usgful to me and pressing
me for its payment."*

As Mohan Lal's letters were regularly forwarded to the
Governor-General, he took notice of this bill. On the 11th
July, 1842, from his camp at Allahabad T. H. Maddock,
Secretary tothe Government of India with the Governor-General,
wrote to George Clerk :—"The Governor-General begs to be
informed whether the bills to which Moonshee Mohun Lall
s0 often aludes in his correppondence with the officers at
Jellalabad have yet been paid, and if not, to authorise their
payment, if such should be consgent with the ingtructions
you have already received on the subject of such bills'"*

On the 20th July, Mohan Lal wrote to Shakespeare :—" You
have never favoured me by letting me know what Mr. Clerk
has done about the bill. | wroteso often about it. | have
given a banker security for the money it contains to the owner
of the bill as he had sood againg me. Insist upon this point
if you please ®

R. Shakegpeare replied to Mohan La on the 25th July,
1842 .—"Copies of all your lettersare sent to Mr. Clerk, but
he hasnot yet written anything about the bill which you have
so frequently mentioned. | will, however, write to him to-day
on the subject."*

George Clerk replied to T. H. Maddock, dated Ambala,
the 29th July, 1842 : — " | herewith submit for the consideration

Yhid; 41C/165 (iii)-

2 |bid; Book 131, Letter 48, p. 111.

% Ibid ; 41C/179.
4 1bid; 41C/189.
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of the Right Honor able the Governor-General all the particulars
known to meregarding the bill alluded to by Moonshee Mohun
Lall and from the circumstance of the person to whom it was
granted having ben represented by him as a respectable
merchant and subsequently stated to be Mohun Lall's servant
by Golam Mohamed who was deputed to receive the amount
of it from the Loodiana Treasury, |,do not fed judtified
consgtently with my present indructions in sanctioning the
payment of it. | have suggeded to Captain Lawrence tc*
ascertain whenever practicable from his brother, late Secretary
to the Envoy, the circumsgtances under which this bill was
given."*

On the 30th July, George Clerk wrotetoH. M. Lawrence to
"endeavour to procure theinformation required relative to the
bill which Mohun Lall so often refers to in his lettersto

Captain Macgregor."*

On the 4th August, while writing to Shakespeare, Mohan
L al spoke of hisfinancial difficulties thus: — " | have drawn
two thousand Rupess upon as sanctioned by General Pollock.
The shroff has agreed to pay me 106 Caboole Rupessfor 100
Company's Rupess, and will not pay me the whole until he
recaives it from you at Jellalabad. This shroff is the native of
Loodianah, and i could not induce any man of Cabool to
advance me the sum because the people with whom | had
formerly negotiated complain of not receiving the money they
lent for mesmgers from the month of January which has
amounted to a large sum beides the money advanced for
grain and Mahomed Akbar." *

1 Ibid; Book 85, Letter 414. p. 237.
2 |bid; Letter 415.
% Ihid; 41C/191,
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Further on in the sameletter he says about the bill —

"1 am much obliged to you for writing to Mr. Clerk about
the bill alluded to. | have directed another banker
to be security to Mahommed Sadik who collected the
aum of it from the various people, and promised them
to settlethe caein two months"*

Mohan Lal had borrowed a sum of Rs. 3,000 from Banka
-Rai, son of Anant Ram of Ludhiana To Banka Rai he
granted a bill in the name of Hodges to be paid to Anant Ram
at Ludhiana, and the bill was endorsed by Banka Rai authoris-
ing his father Anant Ram to receive the payment. Mohan Lal
requested Assstant Agent, Governor-General, to pay thissum
to Hodges for Anant Ram and deduct the same from his hill
of the 17th December, 1841. Mohan La wrote about it to
Hodges dated Kabul, 1s August, 1842:—

" | am confined and undergone many aufferings.  Mohamed

Akbar forced me to pay Rs. 18,000 of which General
Pollock has been informed. | borrowed 3,000 Rs. from
Banka Rae to pay him which | beg, if you have cashed
the bill of Mohamed Sadik, to pay to Anant Ram.
If you have not cashed it, detain the messenger on
the pretence that the caze isreferred to higher autho-
rity, for two months at Loodiana, till | hopeto join
the General, and get my release, when all the matters
will besettled. | am now living with Major Pottinger,
etc. My father and family are well."*

Captain C. Miles, Assgant Agent, Governor-General, in a
letter dated Ludhiana, the 7th September, 1842, referred the
matter to G. R. Clerk :—

"1 have the honour to forward a copy of aletter from

L Ibid.

Panjab Records, Book 47, Letter 153, p 359.
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Moonshee Mohun Lal to Mr. Hodges requesting him
to pay the sam of 30Q0 Rupees to Anant Ram a
cloth merchant of this city, and to deduct the ssme
from the sum due to Mohamed" Sadeek. The amount

' was advanced to Moonshee Mohun Lal at Cabod by
Banka Rae, the son of Anant Ram, who has endor sed'
it in hisfather'sfavor."*

On the 24th September came thereply from George Clerk
from Simlaforbidding him to pay thebill: —

" | have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 7th instant with a copy of Moonshee
Mohun Lall's letter to Mr. Hodges and in reply to
date that under the late orders of Government dated
8th ultimo relative to Mohamed Sadek's Bill you are
not authorised to advance the amount of the bill
now drawn by Mohun Lall by deducting the amount
from the sum due to Mcohamed Sadesk."*

On the 30th and 31¢ March, 1843, at Agra, whilein the
camp of the Governor-General, Mohan Lal recorded in his
diary:—

" Very hot, ill of temper and ill of health, these are caused
by injugtice. No situation,...and no 24,000rupees
of Sr William Macnaghten.""

| have come across no other reference to this matter in

the Government Records; but it sans certain that
Mohan L al received the payment of the bill later on.

! Ibid; 358.
2| bid 1 Book 85, L etter 475, p. 268.
3 Imperial Record*, Foreign Consultation, 24th March, 2848, No. 78.
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The object of dealing with this matter at length isonly
to point out that herewas a young man of thirty only, caught
in a whirlpool of continuous miseries and misfortunes lasting
for about nine months, placed in the greatest possble danger
not only to his own life but aso to that of hisreatives and
friends; and during which time hereceived no encouragement
but only pecuniary difficulties from those whom he was serving.
But Mohan Lal was born avaliant fighter, and disappointment,
dismay and despair could not turn him away from the path of
loyalty to hismagters. Mohan Lal transacted another bargain
involving alargesum of nearly Rs. 80,000 excluding theinterest
thereupon, for which hereceved no money whatsoever. The
details of thiscase are studied in a separate chapter.

3. Mohan Lal joinsthe Expedition to Kohistan

General Pollock moved from Gandamak, accompanied by
General Sale, on the 7th September.  The British army passd
through the Jagdalak pass in face of severe oppostion of
Ghilzais on the 8th September. In the meantime Akbar
marched to Tazin. On the 13th September there took place
afiercefight between him and Pollock. Akbar was ultimately
repulsad, and Pollock made bistriumphant entiy into Kabul
on the 15th September. Two days later (17th September)
General Nott arrived at Kabul from Kandahar.

Mohan La had managed to exape from the prison of
Akbar on the 9th September’ Hetook shdter in the Afshar
fort, garrisoned by a large body of Qizalbash cavalry. On
the 15th September he along with Durrani and Qizalbash
chiefs received General Pollock outsde " Kabul, and wasintro-
duced Ip the General by Macgregor. He, kindly squeezing

! Imperial Records Secret Consultation, 28th December, 1842,
No. 741.
18
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my hand, expressad his entire approbation of my services
adding, that they had been always communicated to, and appre-
ciated by the Governor-General " *

On his arrival at Kabul, Pollock came to know that
Aminullah was trying to assamble whatever force he possbly
could at Istalif? in Kohistan. Pollock therefore decided to
crush the remnant of thisoppostion. He despatched a force
under General McCaskill with Captain Colin Mackenzieas a
political officer. Mohan Lal was appointed assgtant to Colin
Mackenzie! The British force defeated the Afghans, stormed,
and partly destroyed the town on the 29th September. Having
achieved the object of thisexpedition, they returned to Kabul
on the 7th October .4

! Travels, 475.

2 |stalif is stuated twenty-two miles north-west of Kabul. The
town commands very picturesque country, and is surrounded by beautiful
orchards, gardensand groves Thehousss are built on a gesp hill, and
rise above one another; and thuspresent a very driking view. The
inhabitantsare Tgjiks. .Thornton, i, 287-8,

* Mackenzie, Colin (1806-1881), Lt -General, joined the 48th Madras
N. I. in 1825. He participated in campaigns at Coorg and in the
Straits of Molucca, 1834 and 1836. In 1840 he was appointed assgtant
political agent at Peshawar. He went to Kabul and led Salés returning
forces to Gandamak. He was present at the conference at which
Macnaghten was murdered. He was taken asa hostage by Akbar. After
reease he joined in the attack on Istalif. cf. Buckland.

4 About this expedition, Ferrier in hisHistory of the Afghans, pp.
375-7* quoting from Journal DesDebutsstates;—" 'l statif,’ saystheletter
often English officer, 'isa pretty little town of 15,000 inhabitants, against
whom we had nothing to say unless that their own stood halfway between
Kabul and Charikar where one of our Goorkha regiments (irregular
cavalry) was destroyed the year before by the Afghans. As, then, they
were pressd for time and could not push on to Charikar, Istalif was
punished. A brigade under the orders of General M'CaskiU, entered it



BACK TO INDIA 275

4, Retiresto India

TheBritish Government had decided to evacuate Afghanistan
and to restore Dot Muhammad Khan to the throne of

early in September, after a trifling engagement, and procesded to put
to the sword every one who had not sucoesded in making his escape.
It appears that even the dead and wounded were not respected. The
spoy Lldiers in the excess of their unmitigable cruelty, s fireto the
cotton clothing of their victims, and thus burned the dead and dying,
which would, according to their superditious notions, call down a curse
on the descendants of thase whose remains wer e thus digposed of without
the honours of sepulture. After the daughter sx hundred women
remained in the hands of the victors, who s them at liberty. Were
they respected, as had been the European ladies who fell into the power
of the Afghans after the disagers at Kabul the winter before ? It does
not seam that the soldiers saw their prisoners taken from them with much
satisfaction.

" Two ldiers of the 9th infantry of the Royal army had at the same
moment sasad a pretly girl of fourteen years of age, and, not wishing to
fight for the possession of the prize, they agreed to decide it with the
dice—with this condition, that the winner should make her an honest
woman and marry her thefirst time he should megt with a priest to bless
their union. The dice thrown, the successul player was walking off
with the bride dect on his arm, when he received an order to st her at
liberty. In vain he entreated and asserted hisgood intentions ; hewas
obliged to give her up, and it was not without regret.

" A Captain of the 26th, having sdected one from amongs a group
of digracted beauties, purchasad for his sultana a magnificent trousseau
of the embroidered vests and trousers worn by Afghan women of rank,
which after the sack of the town were sold for next to nothing; but
scarcdy had the time to present them to the lady, when the order arrived
to st her free; she did not require to betold twice, but fled as fagt as
her legswould carry her. 'Ah’, said the Captain, as she disappeared; 'if
I had known all the ingratitude of the female heart, they would never
have caught me buying these garments'

" After being regularly pillaged, Istalif was given up to the flames,
and the brigade of General M'Caskill returned to Kabul, where another
tragedy wasto be performed.”
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that country. In pursuance of this policy, the British army
left Kabul® on the 12th October, 1842 and destroyed Jalalabad*

! Regarding the British vengeance on the city of Kabul, Ferrier
quotes from Journal Des Debuts —esThe work of destruction therewas
accomplished with a refinement of sysematic barbarity and cunning
which it isdifficult to believe. Arriving under the walls of the Capital on
the 15th of September, the English found it deserted ; for the examples
they had already made put the whoe populationto flight. Occupied
entirely with the recovery of the English prisoners General Pollock had
never manifesed any evil intention againg the city; the army was
encamped outsde, guards were placed at the gates, and the soldiers
forbidden to pass them; it might have been supposad that it wasa
friendly army, an army of pious devotees for the Rev. Mr. Allen took
advantage of theinactivity of the troops during these few days of rest
to preach several semons upon the mercy of God, who had permitted
the return of their captive comrades The event was cdebrated by a
glemn service, at which all thetroops attended, and men sdected from

‘'the 13th light infantry sang the Psalms The srict discipline of the
army, and theserdligious exercises, restored in some degree the confidence
of thewretched inhabitants, and a great many ventured to return to ther
houses It was then, that isto say on the 9th of October, that General
Pollock ordered Colond Richmond Shakepeare to enter Kabul with
his brigade, and, with the exception of the Bala Hissar, and the quarter
inhabited by the Kuzxilbashes who had always been friendly tothe
English, to destroy the city and give it up to the flames" Remarking
in general he writes—"Here then are 100,000 people whose houses
have been burnt just at the commencement of winter, and in a country
too where that season isalmogt as svere as in Russa.  Frightful as all
this is, the mogt odious feature in these crud transactions is that, in
conducting the war asthey have done upon the inhabitants of the towns
only, the English have punished the inoffensve part of the population,
and not the tribes who in 1841 destroyed the army of General
ASttrtone." History of the Afghans, pp. 377, 378.

**At Jelalabad the same xenes were enacted, and it isperhaps
ill more difficult to understand why that place wastreated with such
sverity. 'When in the November of 1841, General Sale, harassed by the
Ghildjsyes, and almost overcome by numbers, pressnted himsdf at the
gates the inhabitants opened them to him without resgance Hehad
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on the way. The Ravi was aossed on the 10th December,
and on the 15th, they reached Ganda Singhwala, opposte
to the ferry at Ferozepur. '* On the 17th December,"
saysMohan Lal, "Sr Robert Sale, Major Macgregor, Captain
Wade, and mysdf, proceeded ahead of the brave garrison of
Jalalabad, and crossed the Ghara to Firozpur on a beautiful
bridge thrown acaoss by the egecial commands of the
Governor-General, to shew honour to the heroesof Jalalabad.
Jus at the end of the bridge, towards the Firozpur sde, Lord
Ellenborough, with his Secretaries, stood, under a magnificent
canopy, and received the Jalalabad garrison and itsbraveleaders
with marked diginction. Major Lawrence introduced me, or
rather pointed me out, to the Governor-General, who kindly
bowed to mein return."?

brought with him only two days provisons, but they supplied him aswell
asthey were able—moreover, on credit. When he afterwards saw that he
could not be relieved before the spring and mugt therefore pass the winter
in the town, and found that, to avoid being destroyed with his small
garrison by famine, he was compdled to drive out the inhabitants, they
left their homeswithout a murmur, and their provisons in them. Why
then wasthistown so completely destroyed and burnt ?*  Ferrier, 377-8.

! Travels, 478.

In view of the weskness of character displayed by the British forces
in Afghanigan Ferrier quoting from Journal Dee Debats criticisesthe
action of the Governor-General in arranging a grand reception for them :—
"The Governor-General, Lord Ellenborough, is preparing a magnificent
reception at Ferozepore for victorious army of Afghanistan. Invitations
have been sent to all the native princes to attend the military fetes which
will, it is said, edipse the splendour of the courts of the ancient Mogul
Emperors; a magnificent triumphal arch is now in course of congtruction,
through which the army of the Indusisto defile, followed by, as trophies
of its victories, the gates of the tomb of Mahmood the Ghaznevide, that
were captured at Ghuznee and the twenty-four pieces of cannon taken in
1839 from Dost Mohamed. Thislast detail is not the least curious part of
the ceremony, for it iswell known that the English army returned from



2718 LIFE AND WORK OF MOHAN LAL

5. Attached to the Ludhiana Agency,
May, 1843to March, 1844

Mohan Lal stayed at Ferozepur in thecamp of the Gover-
nor-General till the 7th January, 1843, when heleft for Delhi.
Near Ludhiana, on the bank of the Sutlgj, he had an interview
with Amir Dog Muhammad Khan who was on hisway to
Kabul. Healso met Hyder Khan, theson of the Amir, who
waskept in Mohan Lal'stent at Ghazni.

Mohan Lal left Ludhiana on the 18th January. At Karnal
he met George Clerk, Agent to the Governor-General, N. W.
Frontier. He knew all about Mohan Lal's sarvices and
therefore recaived him mog cordially. The Kabul affair being
over, Mohan Lal waswithout a job and finding George Clerk
interested in him he submitted through him on the 29th
January, 1843, an application for the post of Mir Munshi
either at Hyderabad (Deccan) or at Lucknow, the post being
vacant at both the places*

At Panipat hewasjoined by hisbrother Kidar Nath, who
had come all the way from Delhi to receive him. Mohan Lal
accompanied the suite of the Governor-General as far as Agra.

Afghanistan having lost its own artillery there; the guns were either
taken by the Afghans or destroyed by order of the British Generals, who
had no means of transport for them.

"Dost Mohamed and his family, and all the Afghans now prisoners
inIndia, will be present at these fetes, after which the Governor-Genera
will allow themto return asthey may think fit to their own country.

"The government of British Indiawill thenbelieveitself free of all
obligation to Afghanistan ; it introduced disorder and made war there for
three years, and left anarchy which may last for ages" History of the
Afghans, 379.

! Imperial Records, Foreign Department, Political Proceedings,
15th March, 1843, No. 10/—107 A.
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The Governor-General was of opinion that Mohan Lal's services
could best be used in the Panjab, where the political situation
was in a chaotic condition, and it was expected that the
British Government would be soon called upon to interfere
in the affairs of the Panjab. Mohan Lal was therefore ordered
to take a temporary post at Ludhiana.

The Secretary to the Government of Indiawith the Gover-
nor-General in a letter to George Clerk dated Agra, the z6th
May, 1843, recommended him thus—"The Governor-General
has been pleased to place at your disposa the services of
Moonshee Mohan Lal for such employment as you may s fit
to assignto him; you are well aware of the services rendered
by this individual to the British Government, and of the
qualifications of which he is possessed, and the Governor-
Generd feds confident, that you are the person who can put
to the best account his experience and abilities. Mohan Lal
will continue to draw the allowance of 320 Rupees per mensem
which he formerly drew and you will charge this amount from
1st May last in your contingent bill till opportunity occurs,
by finding himfixed and responsible duties, and for bringing
him on the permanent establishment of your agency."*

Just at this time George Clerk was appointed Lieutenant-
Governor of N. W. F. Province, and Lieutenant-Colonel A. F.
Richmond succeeded to the office of Agent, Governor-General,
N. W. F. Two factors weighed against Mohan Lal's success
in his new post. Inthefirst place his officers did not like him
because his approach lay to the highest authorities. In the
second place his relationship with R. Hodges always put an
obstacle in the way of his progress. Mohan La was assigned
no duties, and he soon grew tired of hisinactivelife, in spite
of the fact that he received his saary regularly.

! Panjab Records, Book 133, Letter 8o, p. 120.
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6. Appliesfor Leave
Only three months later Mohan Lal applied for twelve
months leave "to visit Calcutta and Bombay." Richmond
recommended his application on the 26th August, 1843% but
the Government of Indiain reply dated Fort William, the 9th
September, 1843 delayed pasing orders on his application.

Meanwhile George Clerk, the Lieutenant-Governor of N. W.
F. Province, decided to offer Mohan Lal atemporary post as
the Deputy Collector, Rohtak, and enquired in a letter of
the nth December, 1843 from the Agent, Governor-General,
N.W. F. if he could gpare him.*  Richmond readily agreed to
place Mohan Lal's services at the disposal of George Clerk :—

"1 would gladly have availed mysdf of his services at the
preent time for the local duties of Lodiana, when
the pressnce of an officer is much required, but as a
general rule, Mohan Lal's connexions at that station
semed to render such a nomination objectionable.
Under these drcumstances his sarvices in this Agency
may, | think, be dispensad with, in order to admit of
his being employed temporarily at Rohtuk."*

George Clerk then referred the matter to the Government
of India, who forwarded the case to the Court of Directors.
The reasons for doing so are not known ; but it may be
that the Government of Indiain giving such a high post to an

! Panjab Records, Book 158, L etter 95, p. 177.
2 |bid; Book 133, Letter 123, p. 198.
31bid; Letter 161, p. 257.

4 1bid; Book 158, Letter 179, p. 373, dated Camp Morandah, the
20th December, 1843,
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Indian,at a time when numerous Englishmen were serving as
clerksin those doffices felt justified in securing permisson from
the Home Government to avoid any criticism. Besdes the
new Governor-General knew nothing of Mohan Lal's services
and of bisability and capacity ; and George Clerk who was
interested in this matter had been transferred from his post.*
This disappointed Mohan Lal, and about the middle of January
he applied for three months leave from zst February, 1844.
F. Currie, Secretary to the Government of I ndia, while intimating
the sanction of this leave to Richmond in a letter dated the
30th January, 1844, stated:—

"The Governor-General authorises your granting three
months leave of absence to Moonshee Mohun Lall,
but you will be pleasad to intimate to him that heis
not to come to his Lordship's Camp."*

It seams probable that Mohan Lal had obtained this leave
to visit the Governor-General with a view to press his daims
for a permanent post. Finding this door dosed, Mohan Lal
decided to visit England and claim the reward of his services
in Afghanigan from the Court of Directors. But he could
not get leave if he plainly stated this fact. He therefore
applied on the 13th February, 1844, for eighteen months leave
"to vist Bombay." Richmond readily recommended this
application :—

"As | undergand that the Moonshee is not to be
employed until the result of a reference is known which
has been made to the Court of Directors regarding

! George Clerk held his new post at Agrafrom June to December,
1843. cf. Buekland.

2 panjab Records, Book 134, L etter 7, p. 30.
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him, and as heisnot engaged in any duty at present,
perhaps His Lordship may be digposed the more
readily to accede to the request now submitted."*

This leave was granted with a reservation regarding his
future service—

" The Governor-General-in-Council has been pleased to grant
the leave therein <olicited, but Mohun Lall should
understand that the question as to his eligibility
for future employment will depend on the orders of the
Home Government on the reference made to them in
January last."?

1| btd; Book 134, Letter 11, p. 63, dated Fort William, 2nd March,
1844,

2 |bid; Book 159. Latter 18, p. 35, dated Ludhiana, 14th February,
1844.



CHAPTER XII1I
A VISIT TO EUROPE, 1844-1846

1. Mohan Lal leaves for Bombay

Moban La left Ludhiana on the 2nd April, 1844, and
passing through Ambala, Delhi, Agra and Gwalior reached
Dewas [21 miles south-east of Ujjaih] onthe 25th May. The
Prince of this place accorded him awarm reception, and pressed
him to continue his stay which Mohan Lal had to cut short in
view of the intolerable heat. « Hewas at Indore from the 26th
May to the 6th June, and spent a happy time with his class-
fellow Shahamat Ali, the Persan Secretary to the Resident.
Mr. Hamilton,*the Resident, furnished himwith severa letters
of introductionin England. On the 7th June hewas at Mhow,
where Brigadier Hughes gave him letters for his friends at
home. Colonel Outram* took him for an outingin his boat in

! Hamilton, Sir Robert North Collie (1802-1887), obtained a Bengal
writershipin 1819, and first joined as asigant to the magisrate at
Benares. In 1827 he was appointed magistrate of the city court of
Benares In 1830 he became acting secretary in the political depart-
ment. In 1834 he officiated, collector and magistrate of Meernt. In
1836 he srved as collector and sesson-judgeat Delhi; and in 1837 as
officiating commissoner of revenue at Agra. In 1843 he became secretary
to the Government in the North-West Provinces He was appointed
resdent with Holkar at Indore in 1844. cf. Dictionary of National
Biography.

* Outram, Sir James (1803—1863), bar onet, lieutenant-general I ndian
army, received cadetship in 1819. He joined his regiment at Poona
and later served at many places in the Bombay Presdency. Hehad
a passon for hunting, and " from 1823 to 1834 he himsdf killed no fewer
than 191 tigers, 25 bears 12 buffaloesand 15 leopards” In 1838 hewas
aide-de-camp to Sir John Keane. He pursued Dost Muhammed Khan
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the Narbada river, and gave him aletter for Lord Jocelym,
and several more for other influential friends*

Hereached Nask on the 16th June, and received every
hospitality from Mr. and Mrs. Malet. On the 25th hewas at
Bombay, where he put up first with his colleague of the Kabul
Misson, Nourozjee Furdonjee, and afterwardswith Dr. James
Burnes, brother of the late Sir Alexander Burnes. He visited
Poona and stayed there from the 9th July to the 12th. The
Governor of Bombay, Sir George Arthur,* gave him a letter
for Mr. Baring, the Secretary to the Board of Control, and the
Commander-in-Chief, Sir T. Macmahon, recommended him to
Sr P. Stuart, Governor of Malta. He returned to Bombay
on the 14th July, and made numerous acquaintances among
his "Masonic brothers” He preferred the climate and people
of Bombay to those of Calcutta.

as far asBamian during the latter'sflight to Bokhara. Herendered good
srvice at Kalat, and then he returned to Bombay. About thedose
of 1839 he succeded as agent in Lower Sind. In 1841 an additional
charge of the office of the agent for Upper Sind was given to him. For
his services in the Snd campaign he was promoted Brevet-Lieutenant-
Colond in 1843, and wasmadea C.B. On account of his sympathies
with the Amirs of Sind Lord Ellenborough " refused him a personal
interview, and objected to his joining Gough, but gave him political
charge of Minar, an appendage of Indor€e" in March, 1844. cf. Dictionary
of National Biography.

' Travels, 482-3.

'Arthur, Sr George baronet (1784-1854), lieutenant-general,
entered theBritisharmy in 1804. From 1806to 1814 heserved in latly,
Egypt, Sicily and Jamaica. In 1814 he was appointed lieutenant-governor
of British Hondurasand thispost he held until 1822. From 1824 to 1836
he served aslieutenant-governor of Van Diemen'sLand. In 1837 hewas
sent to Upper Canadaasits lieutenant-governor.  1n 1841 he was created
abaronet. In June, 1842 hejoined as Governor of Bombay Presidency,
cf. Dictionary of National Biography.

* Travels, 484-5.

i
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2. Sailsfor England

On the 19th July along with his Kabul servant Mohan Lal
sled in the Semiramis a steam-frigate of the East India
Company. Thiswasfor the firg time that Mohan Lal had
been to the seq, but he did not suffer from seaSckness On
the 25th July the main shaft of the engine of the seamer broke
down, and they had to sail back to Bombay, reaching there on
the30th July. Next day they sailed again in anew seamer, the
Seodiris, under a new captain.

Aden wasreached on the 19th August. Here they went on
board ancther seamer, the Cleopatra. On the 28th August
they arrived at Suez. Mohan Lal visited Alexandria and Cairo,
and sailed from Alexandria in the Oriental. After five days
voyage the seamer anchored at Malta to take in coal and other
provisons The seamer entered the Straits of Gibralter on the
9th September, and passing through the Atlantic and the Bay
of Biscay, they anchored by the Idle of Wight.!

3. Intheldeof Wight

The passengers were rdeasad from the quarantine on the
17th September, and at the sametime Mohan Lal received a
letter accompanied by a basket of fruits and some newspapers
Thee were st from Sr Claude Wade and ddivered by his
nephew Mr. Singleon and with them was sent a carriage.
Just then came Mr. Trevelyan's letter asking him to cometo
Southampton. But Mohan Lal firs went to Sr Claude Wade's
houss where he was introduced to the family and guess On
the 18th September, hewas invited to dinner by Lord Ashley*
an M. P., who had taken great interest in Mohan Lal'sactivities

Ybid; 486-9.

! Theauthor hasused the ssme copy of Mohan Lal's Travels as was
presented by him to Lord Ashley on the x6th March, 1846.
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in Afghanisan. Mohan Lal liked the sa-dde and spent his
time bathing in s|a water and moving about from place to
place:—

"1 bathed every morning, and felt mysdf refreshed to a
degree quite impossible to express | generally break-
faged in one place, lunched in another, and dined at
athird, and thus kept mysdf moving sometimes for
fourteen hours every day."*

4. At Portsmouth

On the 19th September Mohan Lal wasat Portsmouth. He
visted the dockyards where ships were under congruction,
the biscuit factory which turned out 25,000 pounds of biscuits
in an hour, and the telegraph and telephone offices where he
was "log in wonder." Mohan Lal's asonishment knew no
bounds when on inquiry a telephone clerk rang up the London
office, and " in the course of live seoonds' informed him what
kind of weather was there. At this place Mohan Lal was
entertained by the Governor, Sir Hercules, Lady Pakenham,
General Baumgardt, and Dr. Moore*

5. At Southampton

From Portsmouth, Mohan Lal travelled for thefirst time,
by railroad. On reaching Southampton, he was receved by
Mr. Hill, with another letter from Mr. Trevelyan. Here he
stayed for two days and found the place " very interesting."®

6. In London

On the 23rd September hereached London. At therailway
station, a gentleman from Mr. Trevelyan received him. He
procured him a carriage and sent him with his servants to the

! Travels, 492.

| g
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Bedford Hotel, Covent Garden. Mohan Lal immediately went
toseMr. Trevelyan at the Treasury, and was pleased to meet
his patron and friend. The Chairman of the Honourable
East India Company wasinformed of hisarrival, and the 26th
September was fixed as the day of interview.

On this day Mohan Lal went to the India House, and was
introduced to Mr. Shepherd, the Chairman, and aso tothe
Deputy Chairman and to the Secretary. All these gentlemen
frequently invited him to dinne and other functions, and
introduced him to numerous persons Mr. Hogg, an M. P. and
aDirector, introduced him to Sr Walter James, the son of
Sir Henry Hardinge, the Governor-General of India, and to
Lord John Russl. Many Directors of the £. 1. Company,
including Sir James Law L ushington, Genere Galloway, Colond
Sykes, and Mr. Warden entertained him. Sir Richard Jenkins
introduced him at Her Majesty's ball at Buckingham Palace,
and gave an doquent account of his services and attainments.

Mohan Lal was much impressed by the crowded streets
of London, whilst its theatres reminded him of " the fabulous
tales of the gardens of the fairies'. But he "could not say
much in commendation of the beauty or modesty of the
females" appearing on the sage He felt annoyed at the
London housss which were very small and gifling as the
windows and doors were kept aways shut. He did not find
the place as cold as it had been intimated and he moved about
in a "thin shirt and white trousers" He had a greater
complaint againg the ball rooms which were "awfully heated,"
on account of which he once fainted in the month of February.
The English climate was exhilirating and improved his health ;
but he did not like " the fogs and smoke of London."*

L Ibid ; 495-9.
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7. At Oakley

On the 7th October, hereceived a letter from Mountstuart
Elphinstone, ex-Governor of Bombay, under whom Mohan Lal's
father had served, inviting him to Oakley to enjoy the " English
scenery/' and to "accept a hearty welcome"  Needless to say
Mohan Lal gladly availed himsdf of this opportunity.*

8. In Scotland

On his return to London, Mohan Lal received an invitation
from Mr. Burnes, father of thelate Sr Alexander Burnes from
Montrose in Scotland. Mohan La immediately s¢t off to
Edinburgh, and reached Montrose on the 23rd October. The
meeting with the father and mother of one who was chiefly
insgrumental in the rise of Mohan Lal, was a most moving
sight. The parentswith tearstrickling down their eye3 rushed
forward and embraced him with, the greatest affection. Mohan
Lal gave the old couple a touching account of their beloved
sons and ddivered to them the papersand the Journal of Sir
Alexander Burnes, written down to the evening preceding
his death.

At Edinburgh he was feted by numerous friends and
acquaintances with a round of parties, dinners and dances
Even the Mayor invited him and seated him by his sde at a
meseting of the Corporation. He received many invitations
from the Highland chiefs but he dedined them for want of
time. Sr William Allan, the famous artist of Edinburgh,
requested Mohan Lal through his host. Sr John Macnell, to
give him a few sittings, and he painted a fine portrait of him,
which was shown in the art exhibition in 1845.

Ibid;  499-501.
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On the 11th November he visited Glasgow, where Sr James
Campbdl receved him. He was invited to dinner at the
club of Highlanders, where every member appeared in his
national cogume. About the people of Scotland Mohan Lal
observed —

"The inhabitants show a healthier complexion than those
of England, but cannct rival them in beauty or dress
They are a very hospitable and obliging nation, far
from indulging in any unbecoming pride and free from
vanity."*

9. In Ireland
Mohan Lal then visted Irdland where he stayed for a
month. In Dublin sores of ladies and gentlemen of the
highes society, including high officials, favoured him with
vigts, and entertained him at numerous functions. Lord
Altamont invited him to Westport in the country of Sigo,
where Mohan Lal was lodged in a princely manson. About

thecountry and the peoplehe says: —

" Ireland is a beautiful country, always green, on which
account it has received the name of 'the Emerald
Island." The land and the people towards the country
of digo are very poor; and it was heart-rending
to s the men and women, with large families walking
without shoes and suffident clothing in the most pier-
cing cold. The nativesof Ireland are hospitable, and
| was wecomed in every cottage, and the farmers
appeared delighted to present me with a piece of bread
and someporter; but generally | saw the poor inhabi-
tants living entirely on potatoes"*

'lbid; 501-5.
2 | bid; 506-10.

19
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10 At Liverpool
On his return from Ireland, Mohan Lal visited Liverpool
on the 14th December, and was received by the Mayor. He
was entertained by Sir Henry Pottinger, Lord Stanley, Lord
Sandon and Mr. Cooper. He was shown every place of note,
including a number of factories, workshops, dockyards and the
school for the desf and dumb.

11. Returns to London

Visiting Birmingham on the way he returned to London
on the 1st January, 1845. Here he was a guest of honour of
Sir Robert Inglis, Lord Palmerston, the Marquis of Lansdowne,
Lord Auckland and others. On the 4th March he wasinvited
for an interview by His Roya Highness Prince Albert at
Buckingham Paace. The Earl of Ripon, President of the
Board of Control, extended his full co-operationto him. Lord
Ashley presented him to Her Majesty Queen Victoria, and he
was invited to a royal ball.!

12. Receives a pension of £ i,000.

' On the 25th January Mohan Lal submitted to the Court of
Directorsamemorial of hisdiplomatic services in Afghanistan
and Sind. He was granted apension of Rs. 500 per mensem,
and wes alowed to draw hissalary of Rs. 320 per mensem.’
Mohan La pressad his claims further pointing out the generous
alowance of Rs. 500 per mensem granted to Sayyid Murtza Shah
who had only taken his messsge from Kabul to Bamian for the
liberation of prisoners. He received in consequence a total
grant of £1,000 per annum for life," and the chairman remarked

Ybid; 512-5.
2 Imperial Records, Foreign Consultation, 1st November, 1845,
No. 42.

3 Panjab Records, Political Department Proceedings 25th August,
1855, Nos. 3-8.



A VISIT TO EUROPE 201

"that as | wasyet ayoung person, | should have many other
opportunities of establishing further daims by good services
to the Honourable Company, and when | get old, or retire,
the Government would take all my servicesinto reconsdera-
tion, and reward me accordingly."*

13. In Germany

On the 21st September, 1845, Mohan Lal left London
for a visit to Germany. The German ambassador in England,
Chevalier Bunsen, had informed the King of Prussa of Mohan
Lal's intended visit to his capital; while Lord Aberdeen gave
him letters of introduction to all the British ambassadors in
different courts. He visted Antwerp where he attended service
in a "wonderful cathedral,” and "the lights, the burning of
incense, the ringing of small bels, and the ornamenting and
worshipping small images of Jesus and of the Virgin Mary,"
all reminded him of the templesat Mathura and Brindaban.
At Brusds Srr G. Hamilton Seymour, the British ambassador,
gave him a st in hishox at the opera.  He visted Aix-La-
Chapdle, Cdogne and Bonn, and at the las named place,
be sw "the small house where Prince Albert resded and was
educated.” He was enchanted by the lovely and picturesque
scenery of the Rhine Valley described by him as " beyond my
praise. " At Wishaden he bathed in mineral waters. Passing
through Frankfort, Dresden, and Lepsc, he reached Berlin
on the 7th October.

Here warm wecome awaited him from the British ambassa-
dor, the Earl of Westmordand. Baron Humboldt, Count
Raossand Captain VVon Orlich wereamong other swho enter tained
him. On the 10th October, His Majesty Frederick William
the Fourth, the King of Prussa, invited him to dinner at his

Ylbid, Traves 515.
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palace. The King "squeezed" his hand, and Mohan Lal
receved attention aso from the Queen. " It isimpossble”
saysMohan Lal, " for meto desribe to my own satisfaction
the gradous, kingly and benevolent kindness which his majesty
shewed me at and after dinner. There was no shadow of
pride but every mark of liberality and condescenson.” Mohan
Lal was aso much impressed by the fluent English in which
the King conversed with him.  HisMajesty then asked him to
stay there longer, but he had to cut short hisvisit owing to
certain budness in England.

On hisreturn to London, the Prussan ambassador called on
Mohan Lal on the 24th January, 1846, and delivered to him
"a most charming likeness of His Majesty the King of Prussa.
It was exquisitely carved in ivory, in a frame of solid gold,
richly embossad and enamelled," bearing an inscription to the
effect that it was presented to Mirza Mohan Lal by Frederick
William V.

On the 15th February, Mohan Lal was entertained by Lord
Combemere?! about whose estate etc. Mohan La says:—

"The park is about twenty milesround, and the lake four
miles. It abounds with sport, and the scenery isrich

1 Lord Combermere (1773—1865) obtained sscond lieutenancy in
1790 and joined his corpsin Dublinin 1791. The same year be became
firg lieutenant. In 1794 he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant-
colond. Hesarved in Indiain 1799 in the campaign againg Tipu Sultan.
In 1800 hereturned to England. The same year he became a colond
and shortly after amajor-general. He served under Wellington in Spain.
Hewasraised to the peerage as Baron Combermerein 1813, In 1817 he
was appointed Governor of Barbadoes. From 1822 to 1825 he served as
commander-in-chief in Ireland. In 1825 hesailed for India as a general
and commander-in-chief in India. Hecaptured Bharatpur, the famous
Jat fortress, which twenty yearsearlier had defied Lord Lake. He stayed
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and luxurious. Thehouseisfull of Indian curiosties,
and of weaponsof war from the fort of Bharutpur.
His lordship has also the history in manuscript of
Soraj Mal Jat, the founder of thedynasty of that
tribe, and of the fort."*

Mohan Lal stayed in England for a fev months more and
returned to India in November, 18462

14. Caseagainst R. Hodgesandthealleged implication
of Mohan Lal in theconspiracy

R. Hodges® an Anglo-Indian, and a relation* of Mohan Lal,
was Assstant Magistrate and Deputy Collector at Kaithal in

in India for five years, during nine months of which he acted as Governor-
General. Hereturned to England in 1830, and spent the remaining yean,
of hislifein parliamentary and socia activities, cf. Dictionary of National
Biography.

! Travels, 522—27.

2 panjab Records, Political Department Procesdings 25th August,
1855, Nos. 3-8. Mohan Lal returned from England to Calcutta, on the 6th
November, 1846, and Ieft it on the 12th for the Governor-General's Camp.
Imperial Records, Foreign Consultation, 31t December, 1847, No. 1145.

Agha Hyder Hasan of Hyderabad has in his posesion a minia-
ture of Mohan Lal which ssams to be the original of the picture of
Mohan Lal that appeared in his Travels. On the back of this
miniature is the following inscription.—" Painted by Pell Smith, 10,
Rathborough Street, Piccadilly, London." He has another miniature of a
European woman, whom the Agha allegesto be a wife of Mohan Lal.
The lady did not cometo Indiawith Mohan Lal, but it is said that his
family recaved letters for many years from her and from persons who
declared they were dther sonsor daughters of Mohan Lal.

° Hodges was head clerk in the Assistant Agent's office at Ludhiana.
On the exheat of Kaithal edtate he was appointed Deputy Collector
there. Imperial Records, Secret Conaultation, 25th October, 1845, No. 78.

* Mohan Lal's father. Pandit Budh Singh, kept a Mudlim concubine
and had a daughter by her whowas brought up as a Mudim. Shewas
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theKarnal district. Hefell ill and went on leave to L udhiana.
Then Captain Abbott was appointed as 3rd Assigant tothe
Governor-General's Agent, and his pogtion was that oi the
immediate superior officr of Hodges Captain Abbott found
the derical gaff of Hodgess dffice corrupt. He aso noticed
that Hodges himsdf had committed "a few glaring cass of
injustice’,! and consequently he lodged a complaint with the
higher authorities. The matter was handed over for inquiry to
the Sub-Commisioner, and was afterwards taken up by
G. Broadfoot,? Agent, Governor-General.

In hisreport Broadfoot stated:—" Captain Abbott has some-
times laid asde the camness of a superior regpongble for those
under him and adopted the tone of a party in a dispute, and
after usng very srong language respecting Mr. Hodges he
dedined to bring spedfic charges againg him." But concurring
with the opinion of the Sub-Commissoner, he declared " Hodges

Hodgess wife. Mohan Lal aso kept a concubine who was the daughter
of another Mudim midress of Hodges Panjab Records Book 167,
L etter 23, dated the 5th September, 1845.

! Panjab Records Book 51, Letter 88, dated the 27th September,
1844,

" Broadfoot, George (1807-1845), major, theeldestof three brothers
serving in India, entered the Indian army in 1826 asan ensignin the
Madras native infantry. He passed the greater part of earlier servicewith
this regiment. In May, 1841, he went to Kabul to escort the families of
Shah Shujaand Zaman Shah. In October he accompanied Sal€s brigade
from Kabul to Jalalabad. Here Broadfoot served asagarrison enginesr.
Later he followed General Pollock to Kabul. After thedoseof the first
Alghan War hewas created a Companion of the Bath and was appointed
Commissoner of Moulmein; but was shortly afterwards transferred to
the Panjab in the capacity oi the Agent to the Governor-General on the
Skhfrontier, cf. Dictionary of National Biography.
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entire unfitness for his dutiesin Kythal" and further held that
he could not be "beneficially employed in any way in thepublic
servicein these states."*

Captain Abbott brought another charge of a more serious
nature against R. Hodges of intriguing with Mai Sahib Kaur
of Kaithal whose estates had lapsed to the British Government
for lack of amale heir. He asserted that Hodges had received
Rs. 9,000 from the Mai as a bribe "by giving her hopes that his
brother-in-law, Mohan Lal, will support her causein England",l

in order to secure her permission to adopt a son.?

Regarding this charge, however, no witnesses were examined,
no evidence was recorded and no investigation was made’
probably dueto G. Broadfoot's positive dislike for Mohan Lal,
as he himself admitted that he had "formed an unfavourable
opinion of Mohun Lall in Afghanistan,” and adso for want of
means to substantiate his charge against him.®

Mohan Lal was at thistime in England and had been most
cordially received in high quarters. Besides, Mohan La had
been granted a pension of about Rs.1250 per mensem. He was
expected to sarve under the Indian Government, and could
draw at least the minimum salary of Rs. 320, which he had al-
ready been getting. Such a large amount of money, together

!Panjab Records, Book 166, Letter 101, dated Simla, the 17th
May, 1845

Y mperial Records Secret Consultation, 25th October, 1845,
No. 78.

% She actually adopted a son of Gulab Singh of Arnauii and had him
marched in processon through the streets and bazars of Kaithal. [bid.

4 Panjab Records, Book 167, Letter 38.

°Ibid; Letter 24; G. Broadfoot to Fred Curne, Secretary to the
Government of India, dated Simla, the 5th September, 1843.
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with his enviable influence with the highest authoritiesin India
as well as in England sams to have been too much to be
quietly borne by G. Broadfoot. Further, he knew that Panjab
was the bes fiedd for Mohan Lal's future employment, and
Broadfoot was not going to have a subordinate officer of
Mohan Lal's postion. He was ther fore bent upon ruining him!
and he found an opportunity of doing o in the cae of
R. Hodges

In the Panjab dark douds were hovering in the sky, and
were soon to burs out in atorrential downpour in the form of
theFirst Skh War. Thepoalitical situation therefore was very
acute, and Hodgess alleged intrigues with the Mai of Kaithal
could easily be made a pretext to arouse thefears of the Gov-
ernment of India.

Taking advantage of Hodgessrelationship with Mohan Lal,
he accused Mohan Lal of carrying on intrigues againg the
British Government with regard to the Panjab. He brought
no proof to support his charge, but made an emphatic report
againg him not only to the Government of N. W. Province of
Agra with which he had no connection whatsoever, but also to
the Government of India. Thetoneof thewhole letter isoffen-
sive as the following extract tesifies—

"From Captain Abbott's private note herewith sent you
will percave that he recommends the removal of
Mr. Hodges from the protected states. Hispresnceis
undoubtedly mischievous and the recent grant of a
very condderable pendgon in England to Mohan Lal
with the accounts diligently published of his reception
by the English Queen and nobility and his supposed
influence with the Court of Directors have greatly
and sensbly, increasad the power of these intrigues.
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But | am not prepared to recommend any measure
unless sure it would be effectual in stopping the mischief
which | doubt if removal would be as neihter Mohan
La nor the Cashmexre Bramins would be removed
while the benefit of depriving them of Mr. Hodges
advice and aid would be counterbalanced by the kind
of martyrdom to the honour of which he and his
friends would lay claim. At the same time| am far
from having formed a very decided opinion on the
aubject and still  less ¢ thinking that drcumgances
epecialy in the Punjab may not speedily render some
srong measures imperative, for | need not say that
the shames of these parties extend to that country
as their chief fidd and | may add that they are
connected with our press and especially with the Delhi
Gazette"*

This drongly-worded note went unhesded both by the
Government of N. W. P. Agra and the Government of India.
The Secretary of the former replied :—

" TheLieutenant-Governor doesnot attach much importance
to foolish intrigues of this kind which carry with
them their own remedy in the disappointment of
the hopes they excite"* The reply from the Govern-
ment of India, though more cautioudy worded, was
to the same effect:—

"Thefact of Mr. Hodges being the brother-in-law of Mohan
Lal will not influence the dedison of Government in

Ybid 1 Letter 23, dated Simla, the 5th September, 1845
2 Imperial Records, Secret Consultation, 29th November, 1845,
No. 32.
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regard to the digposal of the former, and the Governor-
General-in-Council is of opinion that it is not expedient,
whatever may be the temporary effect of the intrigues
of this person in England, to show that they create
any impresson on your proceedings as the Poalitical
Agent of the Government."*

But in reality G. Broadfoot succeeded in his object. Hodges
log his job and Mohan Lal never got onein spite of a partial
loss of hispension 2

! Panjab Records, Book 136, Letter 78, dated 18th September, 1845,
para?2.

Y1t may be interesting to note that the payment of Mohan Lal's
sdlary of Rs 320 per mensem wasrefused to him by the Government of
India, "in consequence of his going to England, while he had leave only
to go to Bombay." But this money was later on paid to him on the
intercesson of the Court off Directors. Imperial Records, Foreign
Consultation, 31st December, 1847, No. 1129. Vide Panjab Records,
Book 89, Letter 246, G. Broadfoot, A. G. G. N. W.F.toMohan Lal,
53, Mancheser Street, Manchester Square, London, dated Simla, 19th
July, 1846:—"1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of theaist May last, and toinform you, that your claim has been
laid before the Government of India, by whose order your pay was
stopped.”



CHAPTER XIV
REJECTION OF CLAIMS FOR KABUL SUPPLIES

| . Days of retirement

The visit to Europe marked the turning point in thelife of
Mohan Lal. He had reached the zenith of his greatness and
glory, thefarthest limit which an Indian in the service of the
British Government in those dayscould reach. The Govern-
ment of India could no longer employ in its service an Indian
who had access to the highest quarters in England.  So he was
obliged to retire from service and public life at the young

age of thirty-four.
v

The true life of Mohan Lal therefore came to an end, and
the remainder of hisdays were of a twilight nature. Conse
quently, for the biographer there is darkness over this period
of hislife. Theyearsof publiclifeareilluminated by a large
quantity of authentic information, but with his retirement a
veil dexends Only occasonally at disconnected intervals,
does it lift for a time; and a few details are discerned, while
generally thereisgloom and obscurity. Though he survived
for more than thirty years, the chronide of thoseyears can
bear no proportion to the story of his earlier days.

2. Claims for Kabul Supplies
Mohan Lal had returned to India in November, 1846, and
on the 18th January, 1847, when hewas still in the Governor-
Genegrd's Camp, he put forward his daims for Rs. 79, 496,
advanced by him to Kabul merchants for the supplies of grain
and fodder for General Pallock's army.



300 LIVE AND WORK OF MOHAN LAL

In his petition he submitted that while in Kabul at the
time of General Pollock's advance to that city, he receved
various express communications uch as :—

"Do all in your power to secure grain for us' ; and
"Purchase any quantity of grain which is procurable.
[Extracts from the letters of Sr R. Shakepeare
Military Secretary to Sr George Pollock ]

In obedience to such orders, Mohan Lal purchased grain to
the value of Rs. 135,000, paying in advance Rs. 83,000
and promisngto pay the balance on the arrival of the
army in Kabul.

He then heard wild rumours that the British forces were
retiring from Jalalabad, and also received a letter from the
camp of Sr George Pollock saying that "the Dogt and all
Afghans shall be given up when our prisoners and guns
restored.” [Extract from Sr R. Shakeypear€s letter, dated
15th July, 1842.] Mohan Lal therefore planned to sdl the
grain. But soon afterwards he received another letter: "You
ought not to despair of British troops advancing on Cabooal,
and you must not on any account sal the grain which has bean
collected for the use of the army." [Extract from Sr R.
Shakepear€s letter, dated 22nd July, 1842] He receved
another express letter saying "that detaining our prisoners and
getting grain and supplies for our troopswe trust to you to
make every exertion to effect them both." [Extract from
Sr R. Shakespeare's letter dated 9th September, 1842. |

On the arrival of General Pallock in Kabul, Muhammad
Akbar Khan took to flight, but certain chiefs rose againg the
British in the Kohistan. General Pollock organised an
expedition under General MacCaddll, and Mohan Lal was
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ordered through Captain Calin Mackenzie to accompany the
General asa Political Assstant. Mohan Lal objected to his
leaving Kabul declaring that in his absence and in view
of the expected withdrawal of the British forces the grain
merchants would either disappear from thecity, or their sores
of grain might be plundered by their enemies and he might
in consquence lose the money advanced to the grain dedlers.

Major Macgregor and Captain Colin Mackenzie, the Palitical
Agents, told Mohan Lal that his company with the ex-
peditionary force was "indispensably necessary”, and that
"even at therisk of loss' which " would fall upon Government,'
he would have to go. Mohan Lal accompanied MacCaskill's
foroes and discharged hisdutieswell; but the idea of possble
loss of a large sum of money weghed on his mind. He
recorded:—

"1 was very unwdl during this campaign, and having
been of a different opinion from that of several of the
functionaries | should have felt very uncomfortable but
for thecivilitiesand attention of Captain Mackenzie."*

On his return from the expedition, Mohan Lal found some
of the grain merchants missng. Consequently, he gave ;i list
of the contractors to Major Macgregor for their apprehension.
TheMajor could recover only Rs. 3,000 from one contractor,
therest having taken to flight. In hisabsnce the commissariat
officers had bought grain from one contractor amounting to the
value of only Rs. 504, for which sum he was given a bill.
Thus, out of Rs. 83,000 only Rs. 3504 had been recovered,
and Mohan Lal assrted that he had to pay to hiscreditors
the balance of Rs. 79,496.

Travels, 476,
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On his return to India, he submitted his caims to the
Governor-General in January, 1843, at Ferazepur, and later
at Agra, and personally spoketo Mr. Thomson, the Secretary,
who told him that the " Government cannot form any decisve
opinion on the claim without certificates or' enquiries made
from Major Macgregor and Captain Colin Mackenzie who have
proceeded to England” and that he "should wait till their
return.”

During hisvisit to Europe Mohan Lal obtained a certificate
regarding the purchases from Colin Mackenzie in Germany
on the 6th October, 1845, and from Major Macgregor in London
on the 16th November, 1845. On the 18th May, 1846, he
submitted his claims regarding the Kabul supplies to the
Honourable Court of Directors, but received an intimation in
reply that the "application on the subject should be made
to the Government of India."*

3. Extract from Colin Mackenzie'sCertificate
"On the recapture of Cabul by the British army under Sir
G. Pollock it was found necessary to despatch a force
under General MacCaskill to digperse a strong body of
the enemy assambled at Istalif and to obtain the rdease
of the survivors of the unfortunate Ghoorka Regiment
which had been dedtroyed or taken prisones at
Chareskar. On this occason Mohun Lal was requested
by G. Pollock to accompany Prince Shahpoor, mysdf,
and the friendly Kuzzilbash Chiefs with their cavalry
to assg in effecting the above objects to give
confidence to the inhabitants of the valley of Kohistan,
to sscure the necessary supplies to the army. At first
Mohan Lal objected to leave Cabul stating that his

! Imperial Records Foreign Consultation, 31st December, 1847.
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absence added to the report, which was daily gaining
strength of the speedy evacuation of the country by
the British troops, world make it impossble for him
to secure himsdf from great loss having already, by
orders of his superiors, collected together large supplies
for the use of the army in contemplation of its
remaining sometime in Afghanistan. In the collection
of these supplies Mohun Lal had advanced certain sums
of money to various contractors. However, Mohun
Lal's talentsin native diplomacy, hispersonal intimacy
with many of theKuzzilbash Chiefs, and his knowledge
of the country rendered it desrable that he should
accompany the expedition even at the risk of loss; it
being understood as a matter of course that such loss
would fall on Government. He obeyed accordingly."

4. Major Macgrcgor's testimonial

"1 certify that Mohun Lal purchased and collected grain
for the use of the army under Sir G. Pollock according
to the directions contained in the communications
conveyed through me and other officers which are now
in hispossesson.

"It having been found necessary to despatch a forceinto
the Kohistan under Major-General MacCaskill for the
subjugation of certain refractory chiefs, Sir G. Pollock
consdered Mohun Lal's service might be made very
useful to the interests of the British Government if he
accompanied this expedition. Mohun Lal stated to me
at the time, that he was involved in certain grain
transaction on account of Government, that he had
made advances to certain merchants on that account
and that his absnce from Cabul might be taken
advantage of by the merchants by their not fulfilling
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their engagements with him and unless he was present
at Cabul to compd them to do so he might sustain
considerable pecuniary |oss. His services, however, with
General MacCaskill's force were deemed indispensably
necessary, and he was accor dingly directed to accompany
H.R. H. Shahpoor, the Persan Chigfs, and to place
more immediately under the ordersof Captain 'Colin
Mackenzie who accompanied the Prince and party.
| was told by Mohun Lal on hisreturn to Cabul from
Kohistan that some of the grain merchants had
absconded and | endeavoured to apprehend thosealist
of whose names he gave me. One of them, Akbar Shah,
was saized and paid back 3,000 rupess. The others
were not apprehended in conssgquence of the sudden
retirement of the British force from Cabul, not
admitting of sufficient time todo o.

"1 have already stated in my official letter my opinion

that the service which Mohun Lal hasrendered to the
British Government in times of unprecedented difficulty
and danger had proved of the greatest advantage to its
interestsand | nead not repeat it herein details.

"1 should be very glad if the testimony contained in this

document may in Any way ass¢ Mohun Lal in
recovering the money which he had advanced on
acoount of thegrain he purchased for the Government."*

5. Referencesin Mohan Lal'sUtters
22nd June, 1842

"Plenty of the grain has bemn secured for the General's
army, and | have advanced some money for it.

nl

1 Ihid,
2 panjab Records, 41C/142.
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24th June
"Whatever may happen to me, the General will meet my
men, whom | have appointed to get grain and have advanced
the money."*

26th June
"When you reach near | will snd out Sawurdur and
Qurban Aleg, my servant, to megt and supply the General
with grain astheformer hasagreed."*

28th June
" | havesecured grain.”

19th July
" |f it isnot the intention of the General to come to Cabool,
| beg you will kindly tell meplainly so that | may tell every
one of our friends to sl the grain which they collected for us
and recover the money which [ had advanced to the extent
of 3,000 Rupess"*

29th July
"1 have sopped the sde of the grain collected for your
army and made arrangementsto collect the great quantity of
bhoosaasyou wrote." ®

4th August

" The people with whom | had formerly negotiated complain
of not receiving the money they lent for messsngers from the

Y bid; 41C/148.
2| bid; 41C/151.
3lbid; 41C/156.
“Ibid; 41C/177
5 Ibid; 41C/185

20
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month of January which has amounted to a large um besdes
the money advanced for grain and Mahomed Akbar."*

6. Extracts from the Bound Diary of Mohan Lal written and
kept from 2nd November, 1841 to 5th April, 1845
Mohan Lal was called upon to substantiate his claims from
the notes in hisdiary which heregularly kept. The relevant
extracts are given below =—

" Cabool, 22nd September, 1842, Thursday

| aked General Pollock to snd Force and letters to
K ohistan—wrote about grain, 83,000 loss and trouble.

" Cabool, 26th September, 1842, Monday
Paid to Saleh Mahomed 31,520 rupess

Captain Mackenzie told General to send me with him to
Kohistan, as| will do much there. All money given for grain.
Casids' account remained unsettled. | told Capt. Macgregor
thai Government will suffer theloss | was sck.

" Cabool, 8th October, 1842, Saturday
| wasin the city. Shah's people plundered and the English
got bad name.  Plenty of the supplies collected and purchased
by me plundered and burnt. The sdlers who had received
money from me more than 80,000 rupess ran away and Captain
Macgregor got very little sum back.

" 11th December, 1842, Camp, Eastern bank of Ravee
Captain Macgregor asked General Pallock to allow me to
remain with the garrison of Jellalabad.

Received Palkee from Hodges and aso wine, application
for 83,000 rupess to Sir R. Shakespeare.

2|bid; 41C/19I.
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" Agra, 30th, Thursday, 31<t, Friday, March, 1843
Very hot, ill of temper and ill of health, thee are
caused by injugtice. No situation, no 83,000 rupess of grain and
no 24,000 rupess of Sir William Macnaghten. How foolish
| was to act in advice and borrow money and eend my
own money!

"Agra, from 1stto 13th, April, 1843
Waited on the Secretary, poke of my claim of the grain
money, says to submit application.

"Agra, 14th April, 1843
Wrote application of 83,000 rupessof grain claim and sent
it to Mr. Thomson, also copy of thereceipt and letters of the
Secretary of Srr G. Pollock quoted in it. Saw Mr. Jackson
Magisrate after a long period, the firg time | saw him at
Mr. Trevelyan's at Calcutta.

" From 15th to 17th April, 1843, Agra
Saw Mr. Edward, told him that | gave letters of my grain
claim. He says that Mr. Thomson is favourably disposed
towardsme, and that he thinks | shall not meet disappointment
after afull enquiry.

"Agra, 18th, 19th April, 1843

Saw Mr. Thomson, kind, says as | cannot submit written
evidences of Major Macgregor and Capt. Mackenzie he cannot
present the case tothe Governor-General. | must wait till their
return, as the amount of 83,000 rupess beng large cannot be
settled favourably without a full investigation. He gave my
letter back,' written by pencil, give thisback to Mohun Lal
asit is"?

! Imperial Records, Foreign Consultation, 24th March, 1848,
No. 78.
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7. Extract froma published work

" On my return to Kabul (from expedition to Kohistan,
September-October, 1842), | found that Major
Macgregor had succesded in recovering about 3,000
rupess from the sdles of grain. The money which
I had advanced for suplies was more than alac of
rupess, which was demanded of me by those from
whom | had borrowed it, and who had been obliged
to leave Kabul with us | am till regponsble for
debt, and cannot say when the Government will make
up their mind topay it."*

8. Claimsrejected

Thematter wasreferred to Magjor-General George Pollock for
corroboration, but hedid not tike thefull responsibility of the
grain transaction on himself.! Lord Dalhousie, the Governor-
General, rgected Mohan Lal's petition "in oconssquence of
having made the fullest enquiry respecting the grounds of your
claim from all the officrs who were likely to have any
cognizance of them," and in the "absence of all proof of its
validity."®

9. Pecuniary embarrassments
Mohan Lal could easly pass a comfortable lifein retirement
on the fat penson of £ 1,000 per annum. But having been
accugomed to move in high society, and devoted to worldly
pleasures, his expensss were far higher than those of another
Indian of hismeans.

! Travels, 476 (published in 1846).

Ymperial Records, Foreign Consultation, 19th August, 1848,
No. 108.

3 1bid, 29th December. 184Q. No. 357.
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He settled at Ludhiana,* and lived in a fine bungalow,*
situated opposte to Shahzadah Timur's Garden and next door
to Mr. Hodgess house He kept a large number of people
about him, chigfly Afghans, all of whom were paid and
supported by him. He had a carriage drawn by two horses
Following the fashion of the day he spent money lavishly on
dancing girls. One was regularly maintained at an allowance
of two rupess per day, but his expenditure on this head alone
amounted to Rs. 300 per mensam. He also drank champagne,
and his friendsdrank at his expense He then entered into a
gpeculation, and started a hotd in partner ship with Ganeshi Lal,
Nabi Bakhsh and one or two others. The speculation failed,
cogting them about Rs. 2,000. He sent his daughter to England
to recave an education under the guardianship of Sir Charles
Trevelyan, and she cost him from £ zoo to 150 a year.?

Added to these was the heavy burden of the interest of the
large sum of the Kabul supplies All this made him run into
debt, and in 1852 his debts stood as follows :—

Banka Rai of Ludhiana, . . Rs. 12,000
Bans Dhar .. e Rs. 4,000
Colond Nash of Ferozepur, . Rs.; 5,000
Miscdlaneous . .. Rs. 4,000

TOTAL .. Rs. 25,000.

L An entry in the Ludhiana Mission, 1844-7, p. 28, showsthat Mohan
Lal in 1847 contributed a sum of fiverupees for the Poor House of the
Mission.

! The Noor Afshan, an Urdu weekly, published from Ludhiana, has
a referencein itsissue dated the 6th September, 1877, p. 284:—" A beam
of Agha Hasan Jan's bungalow had broken down even beforetherains,
and the Gover nment schodl which was located in this building has been
shifted to the house of Rupa Blistri. The manson is now peeping at the
sky."

2 Agha Hyder Hasan of Hyderabad says that Mohan Lal took to
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Consequently, his penson was burthened heavily in favour
of various creditors, which were payable through his agents,
Colviii Andieand Co; Calcutta.!

10. Applies for ke post of a Mir Munshi
After settling at Ludhiana, Mohan Lal had realised the
weekness of his financial resources in about a year's time,
and on the 20th April, 1848, he applied to the Governor-
General for thepog of a Mir Munshi at Hyderabad (Deccan)
on Rs. 150 per mensem. In his application he stated :—

"1 have now fully respectfully laid the whole statement
for the generous condderation of the Rt. Hon'ble
the Governor-General of India, and humbly throw
mysdf into the ocean of the demency and liberality of
His Lordship trusting that the stuation of the Meer
Moonshee in the Hyderabad Resdency (if not in
Lucknow) be granted to me, which is still vacant and
has the salary of 150 rupees per month only.

—

is not with the view of any pecuniary advantage of 150
rupess per mensan that | apply for the said situation,
but it iswith the view to establish my further cdaims
on Government by performing the services to the
advantage of the State. | therefore repeatedly implore
the mercy of his Lordship to nominate me to that
situation in Hyderabad."*

wife a woman from Kafaristan. He had two daughters by her, who
were sent to England. On their way back to India they were taken
ill with small-pox and died.

! Imperial Records Foreign Consultation, zoth February, 1854,
No. 273.

I mperial Records, Political Department, 6th M ay, 1848, Nos. 127-8.
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Mohan Lal was unsuccessful in this attempt. In 1852
A. Burton, the Deputy Commissioner of Ludhiana, who was
touched at finding him living "very quietly" under straitened
circumstances and keeping only one horse for a ride, recommen-
ded him unsuccessfully for ajob to Sir Henry Lawrence, then
passing through Ludhiana. Mohan Lal afterwards spent most
of his time first with his brother Kidar Nath, the Deputy
Collector of Ambala, and then a Ajmer, Lucknow and
Allahabad, chiefly for fear of hiscreditors, who had obtained
decrees from civil courts against him.*

The pecuniary embarrassment compelled him again to seek
assigance from the British Government. In an application,
dated Agra, the 3rd November, 1853, to J. P. Grant, officiating
Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department, he
submitted:—

"The noble pension granted to me by the Honourable the
Court of Directors for my poor services in Afghanistan
has been mortgaged by me to pay the debts originally
incurred to purchase provisions for the British army in
Cabool, the amount of which has unfortunately been
rejected by Government.

"l am therefore thrown into an innumerable distress and
dire necessity almost approaching to starvation. If
Government should have no objection and mercifully
permit me, | shall search to have an employment
(as English teacher or something else) under some
native chief dependent to and with treaty with the
British Government, on the usual conditions of leaving

" Imperial Records, Foreign Consultation, 10th February, 1854,
No. 273.
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the same whenever my services are required by my
own Government, and thus provide maintenance for
mysdf until | am out of such distress"*

I'l . Memorial to the Directors

About a fortnight later Mohan Lal decided to try hislast
chance about his claims regarding the Kabul supplies, and
on the 20th November, 1853, submitted a memorial to the
Court of Directors for the appointment of a Commisson to
investigate in the matter. He reguested that Sir Richmond
Shakespeare, Colond Macgregor and Brigadier Colin Mackenzie
who were connected with the casee should be taken on the
Commission.®

IB. A Commission appointed
The Court of Directorsauthorised the Governor-Geneial to
appoint a Commisson which was appointed in November,
1854. It conssed of Lieutenant Colond P. Goldney as
Chairman, and Major Reddie, and R. Temple, Secretary tothe
Chief Commissoner of the Panjab asmembers. The Commisson
was to meet at Lahorein February, 1855.

Mohan Lal was at this time at Allahabad. For two months
pas he had been suffering from a sore in hisright eye, the
sight of which he had "nearly lost," and was forbidden to
expoxe it .to extreme cold and sun. Besdes he had to bear
travelling expensss and none of, the officers whom he
wanted to produce as witnesses were present in the Panjab.
Furthermore, hewasafraid of his Ludhiana creditors who held

Y Imperial Records, Foreign Consultation, 25th November,
1853. No 81.

! Panjab Records, Political Department Proceedings, 3rd March,
1855, Nos. 39-40
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court decress for his apprehenson. So he applied that the
Commisson should meet either at Allahabad or Murshidabad
or Calcutta!

Sir John Lawrence, the Chief Commissoner of the Pan jab,
ordered him to leave for Lahore immediately, to travel by dak,
and not to wage any time on the way. He informed him
however, that his travelling expenses from Allahabad to Lahore
would be borne by. the Government, and he ordered the Deputy
Commissoner of Ludhiana to protect Mohan Lal from arrest
until the termination of the proceedings of the Commission
appointed to investigate into his claims."

In aletter dated Cawnpore, 8th February, 1855, Mohan Lal
solicited the Chigf Commissoner to summon the three officars
named in his memorial as witnesses P. Goldney did not
agree—

"l am of opinion that it is unnecesary to summon
three gentlemen ; the claimant can submit any queries
he may deem necessary, but with the full testimony

already in our posesion. | contemplate no further
reference”*

P. Goldney, before his appointment on the Commisson, held
the civil charge of Ludhiana district as Deputy
Commisdoner. He knew Mohan Lal intimately, and
was aware of his extravagant habits. At this time
another incident also took place which exercised at
leat some unfavourable influence on Mohan Lal's
cae Colond Nash of the Bengal Army who had

! Panjab Records, Political Department Proceedings, 6th January,
1855, No. 13, and 27th January, 1855, Nos 24-26.

« |bid; 17th February, 1855, Nos. 8-9.
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known Mohan Lal at Kabul, becamein 1847 security
for Mohan Lal for asum of Rs: 5,200 advanced to him
by the N. W. Bank. Mohan Lal failed to pay to the
bank, and Colond Nash had to pay in 1852 the
principal and interest both. Colond Nash sought
Colond Goldney's assgance in recovering money from
Mohan Lal, but he failed in doing so. Colond Nash,
however, supplied Goldney some information about
this transaction, which ssams to have pregudiced the
mind of the chairman.*

13. Report of the Commission
The Commision commenced its proceedings about the
end of February and conduded theinquirieson the 8th May.
The report was submitted by the middle of August. As it is
unnecessary to deal with the cae at length a summarized
account from the report of the Chairman of the Commisson
in hisown words follows—

3. "Primafacieclaimant's cais very srong.

4. "l beieve that he had credit and influence to raise
money as described.

5. "It is edablished that he had authority to procure
aupplies

6. " ltisadmitted that hewroteto say that hehad done so.

7. "ltisproved that the commissariat actually received
a portion of these supplies

8. "It is shown that claimant declined going to I stalif on
the apprehenson of loss of advances made for these supplies

9. "And that on returningfrom Istalif to Cabul, heagain
urged the subject of these advances

Y1bid; 25th August, 1855, Nos. 3-8.
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10. "Itisproved that claimant gavein alist of parties to
whom he had made advances, and that one of these parties
refunded 3,000 rupess (about 3-5/8 per cent of the entire ums
alleged) which money was paid over to claimant.

11. "Thereisviolent presumption that claimant propossd
about the middle of July, 1842 to digpose of grain then
collected.

12. "ltisdear that so late asthe 13th of September, 1842
Sr Richmond Shakespeare wrote to claimant to purchase any
quantity of grain procurable, although it mos unaccountably
appears that Sr Richmond Shakespeare entering Cabul (48)
forty-eight hours afterwards forgot to make any enquiries about
the grain etc., and that he had been writing constantly about
it from the 5th of June incdlusive, viz 32 months previous.

13. "Three political assstants under Sir George Pollock
(and Sr George himsdf) write very srongly in favour of
claimant's demands.

14. "Claimant's verbal explanations of many doubtful
points put to him by our Commission are plausible and probable,
the papers produced as vouchers are formal, the recorded de-
pastions by which they are supported are to the point.

15. "Theextracts from claimant's private Journal are very
conclusive.

16. "Claimant's antecedents are very much in his favour
and his services have been cordially recognised and munificently
rewarded by a pengon for life granted at the age of seven or
eight and twenty of £ 1,000 per annum.

Ontheother hand
i£. "Sr George Pollock first remarks that he never heard
of these supplies.
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18. "The Commissary General sates that he applied to
claimant and could hear of but an indggnificant quantity.

19. "A very dight analyss of the three Political Assistants
reports shows that they never heard of them at Cabul, of the
advances they did hear but nat of the supplies.

20. "And here | am bound in jugtice to claimant to observe
that the inadvertence of these three officars is mogt un-
accountable. It is notorious that Sir George Pollock's uooess
after forcing the passes was most complete, that the reease
of the prisoners was far more facile than he could expect. |
asume therefore that there was much less to distract the
attention of his palitical assgants than might have existed
under other circumstances: yet though Srr R. Shakepearés
attention was eecially directed to the subject on 22nd Sep-
tember! though Lt. Col. Macgregor's attention was called to it
prior and subsequent to claimant's departure for Istalif, though
Brigadier Mackenziewith Col. Macgregor was obliged to pledge
Government to make good claimant's demands in cae of loss
yet not one of these three gentlemen ever took the dightest
trouble to ascertain one single particular connected with the
matter.

21. "Such omisson was | fed called upon to record in my
opinion unjust to Government and unfair to claimant.

39. "My own inferenceisthat there were advances made
by claimant and by his confederates but that these advances
were on private speculation.

49. . " Claimant went home to England in 1844, he there
presented a memorial of his services to the Court of Directors:
in thisno allusion is made to the claims now under discusson, the
very firs paragraph of that memorial contains a disngenuous
statement; it dedares claimant's family jagirs to have been



REJECTION OF CLAIMS FOR KABUL SUPPLIES 37

£200,000 (or 20 lacs) sterling per annum. Mr. Philip Egerton,
Collector of Delhi, informs me that they were but £4,000 (or
Rs. 40,000) a year and claimant admits the fact.*

60. "Four depostions go to show that he lived very extra-
vagantly and that he came down from Kabul in debt. It is
notorious that he lived expensvely in London, aided he was no
doubt by the Court of Directors. Mr. Hodges, hisbrother-in-law,
says he returned from England in debt. The Commisson can
obtain no proof; it was eventually believed all over India at
the time that Mohan Lal lived an expensive style at home.

70. "Everythingisobsure Even the private Journal is
logt in theriver Chambal; claimant acts neither like a faithful
sarvant nor like a sengble man.

80. "I ignore the rest of theclaim, wholly and entirely.
| believe the transactions st forth to be fictitious, concocted.

81. "I propose to grant to claimant Rs. 8,000 principal and
as much more interedt, total Rs16,000. He hasnot been well

! This information was supplied by Colond Nash It was partly
wrong. Mohan Lal did submit a petition for money of the Kabul supplies
to the Court of Directorson the 18th May, 1846. The ommisson of daims
in his memorial submitted on the 25th January, 1846 and the exaggera-
tion of the value of his family edatesis due to his desre to obtain as
-large a sum for his allowance aswas possble under the crcumstances |If
in his petition for an allowance he had demanded Rs 80,000 of his Kabul
supplies, it must have naturally reacted on the minds of the Directors
againg thegrant of the handsome allowance which Mohan Lal received.
The exaggeration of his family jagirsis apparently unfair; but young and
ambitious as he was he wanted to impress the Directors with his noble
descent and a high standard of living which he was actually maintaining
in England to sscure a very decent allowance.
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used, he undoubtedly apprehended lossesand but for unjudicious
advocacy and his own judicious exaggeration and | must say
unaccountable non-invegtigation (thereisno other term | can
us) on the part of Government, this portion of this question
sms to have been lost sight of altogether.

82. "I have purposdy written this opinion without consult-
ing my colleagues, in fact the award of z6,000 rupess has
gradually forced itsdf on meduring the writing of thisminute;
but | cannot be saure of the concurrence of either Major Reddie
or Mr. Temple.

83. 'l therefore request that each of these gentlemen
will indicate his ideas on the mode of estimating claimant's
compensations which should be ultimately awar ded.

84. " | f both my coadjutorsignore compensation altogether,
claimant should get none"*

14. Petition rejected

Sir John Lawrence, the Chief Commissoner of the Panjab,
recommended that Mohan Lal should be granted a donation of
Rs. 12,000, which sum was the mean of the recommendations
of the members of the Commission.

Lord Dalhouse, the Governor-General, however, did not
concur with the views of the Commision and the Chief
Commissoner, and expressad his opinion againg any grant of
money. The Court of Directors, agresing with the Governor-
General, rejected Mohan Lal's petition.?

! Panjab Records, Political Department Proceedings, 25th August,
1855 Nos. 3-8.

'Panjab Records, Political Department Procesdings 17th
November, 1855, Nos. 28-32 ; 22nd November, 1856, nos 6-8.
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15. Mohan Lal'sbrother'sdeath
Mohan Lal was till in Lahore when news arrived from
Delhi that Kidar Nath, his only brother, had died. Therefore
no soong was the iiiquiry compleed by the Commisson
than Mohan Lal applied for permisson to leave Lahore for

Delhi in order to arrange for the obsequies of his deoeasad
brother.

Colond Goldney recommendecVhiscae saying : —

"The daimant who has recently los his only brother is
anxious to proceed to Delhi where on the 27th of this
month it is, it s|ams incumbent on him to cause
certain ceremonies to be performed connected with
deceasd.  Although incapacitated by change of reli-
gion from personal participation in theserites, claimant
is yet, as next of kin, bound to cause them to be
cdebrated by qualified substitute.

"1 think that his wish toquit Lahore should be complied
with and his expenses be paid to Dahi."*

The Chig Commissoner approved of Colond Goldney's
recommendation, but required Mohan Lal to report
himsdf to Colond Goldney at Delhi from time to time
until the proceadings of the Commisson were finally
dosd?

16. Mohan Lal arrested and released
Mohan Lal left Lahoreon the 20th May, but on hisarrival

1bid; 19th May, 1855, Nos. 38-39.

2 |bid; R. Templesletter to Col. Goldney, dated 19th May, 1855,
No. 465.
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at Ludhiana on the 23rd, he was arrested under ordersof the
Civil court. Mohan Lal sought the intervention® of the Chief

1" R. TempleEsquire,
Secy, to the Chief Commissoner,
for the Punjab,
Murree.

"Sir,
Agreesbly to the permisson of the Chief Commissoner, through
Colond Goldney | left Lahore on the 20th instant for Delhi, but to my

misfortune on arrival at Loodianah thismorning, | was arrested by the
peon of the Civil court, on account of the claim of a decree holder.

"2. By your former letterswhich you had kindly addresed me before
my coming to Lahore, | was led to undergand that till my claim
is finally digposed of, | shall be under the protection of the Chief
Commissoner's order, otherwise (as | had said before) | would have
moved from provinces towards Lahore, after making some arrangement
to satify my creditors.

"3. | entreat the Chief Commissoner and yoursdf to send immediate
orders for the Civil court here not to molest metill my claim is'finally
digpased of by the Chief Commissoner and not hinder me from leaving
Loodianah, as | have to cause the performance of the funeral obsequies
of my only brother, who had served under the Chief Commissoner for
many years.

"4. | writethisletter whilel am in custody of the peon of the Civil
court, and it is evident that being a pensoner of Government | cannot
run away.

| have the honor to be,
Srr,
LOODIANAH, Your most obedient and humble servant,
33rd May, 1855. Mohan Lal".
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Commissioner, and was released.!

Loodianah.
"3lst May, 1855.
Deputy Commissioner, L oodianah

"Sir,

Moonshee Mohan Lal whose claims against the Govt, are under
investigation before a special Commission has represented that he is under
detention at Loodianah, in consequence of execution of a decree of the
Civil court at that place. If such bethecase!| am directed to request
that you will release him with a view to his attendance at Delhi, and
refrain from arresting him in execution of decrees, while the proceedings of
the Commission .mayjast. You may, however, require from him security
for his appearance before your court if summoned, after the proceedings
of the Commission have been closed. The date of such closing can be
ascertained from this office.

R. Temple".
(Panjab Records, Political Department Proceedings, 2nd June, 1855,
Nos. 40-42.)

Prince Fatah Janglivingas-a British pensioner at Ludhiana Applied
on the 8th February, 1855, statingthat he had advanced 20,000 Raj to
Mohan Lal in Kabul in order to enablehim to discharge his public duties;
but hewasinformed that "the Government can do nothing for him in this
matter", cf. C. Beadons, Secy, tothe Govt, of India's letter, dated Fort
William, 9th March. 1855.

Imperial Records, Foreign Consultation, 9th M arch, 1855, No. 182.



CHAPTER XV

MIRACULOUS ESCAPE IN THE MUTINY
MAY—JULY, 185

1. Harassed by the Mutineers

We know nothing about Mohan Lal in the two years after
May, 1855. It ssams probable that he finally settled at Delhi
after his brother'sdeath. Mohan Lal wasin Delhi at the time
of the outbreak of the Mutiny in May, 1857. R. Hodges
came to Delhi from Kapurthala! on the 10th May. They
purchased certain articles including a pair of leopardsfor the
Maharaja of Kapurthala. In the evening Mohan Lal took
Hodges out in his own carriage to show him historical sghts
and other placesof note. On the morning of the nth May,

they looked through some newspapers that had just arrived
from Calcutta.

! R. Hodges obtained employment in the Kapurthala State through
thepatronageof Sir Henry Lawrenceand Mr. Vansittart, the Commis-
soner of the Jullundur Division.

Miss Warburton of Kasauli, a lady 75 vearsold, has somevivid

recollections of Mr. Hodgess family. She sapphed the following
information:—

Mrs. Hodges [Mohan Lal'ssster by aMuslim step-mother] used to
come and stay at Amritsar with Miss Warbnrton's mother  who was
an Afghan lady. MissWarburton remembersthegreat preparations made
toreceve Mrs. Hodges. Pulao and Qurma were cooked. Mrs. Hodges
would arrive accompanied by a huge hubble-bubble [hugga] with a
long pipe.

Mr. Hodgeshad several children. First, adaughter called Mathilda
[ Matty for short ]. Shemarried aMajor Oldham, an officer in an Indian
regiment. Shehad two children named Evelyn and Bertie.
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They were talking when suddenly news was brought to them
that the people had mutinied, and that the mutineers of
Meerut, both horse and foot, were merciledy dedtroying
Englishmen and their houses At 2 odock in the afternoon,
four soldiers, armed with guns appeared at the gate of Mohan
Lal's house They abused him in foul language, dedlaring
that the house bdonged to a Chrigtian, and that as an
Englishman was gtaying there, they would Kill both the owner
of. the house and his guet. Mohan La had already dosd
the doors;, but he sent out his servants who loudly prodaimed
that the owner of the house was not a Chrigtian and that there
was no Englishman gtaying there. The neighbours corroborated
this gatement and coaxed away the <oldiers with offers of
money. Thereupon the mutineers withdrew. While the soldiers
were there, Mohan Lal and Hodges hid themsdves in a small,
dark cdl used for storing fuel.*

Second, a daughter named Henrietta, [ Hetty for short]. Miss
Warburton's father as a young man wished to marry thisgirl. Shewas
married to Maharaja Randhir Singh of Kapurthala. TheMaharajaissaid
to have had fourteen wives, and he was married to this 15th wife, a
Chrigtian, by the Reverend Mr. Woodside of the American Presbyterian
Misson which resulted in an acute controversy in Misson circles. She
had a daughter named Helen, who gained some notoriety on the mudc
hail gage in England. She married one Gilbert in England whose son
Arthur Stuart Ahluwalia Sronge Gilbert, B. A. was in the Burma civil
srvice in 1907. [cf. The combined Civil List for India up to 1¢ July,
1919. the Pioneer Press, Allahabad, 1919, p. 152.]

Third, ason, Robert, who after some education in England retur ned
toIndia asan engineer.
Fourth, ason, William, who wasa Tea planter near Dehra Dun.

1| tremble" says;Mohan Lal, "when | remember that day."
Annalsof the I ndian Rebellion, 1857-58, p. 207.



324 LIFE AND WORK OF MOHAN LAL

2. Jfofeesbeheaded

In the night Mohan Lal conveyed Hodges from his house to
that of hisundefor fear of the mutineers whom they expected
again. On the 13th, the mutineers attacked the street in which
MohnaLal wasliving. First they plundered the shops in the
neighbourhood, and then forcibly made their way into Mohan
Lal's house They pillaged everything in the housg, all worth
about Rs. 10,000, with the exception of thelibrary that wasin
the adjoining house Then they seized Mohan Lal, and declared
that hewasneither a Hindu for having visted England, nor a
Musalman having sent his daughter to England for studies, and
for his reationship with Hodges. Beddes, they said, he was a
soout [ Mukhbir™] of the British Government, and it was for
thisreason that he was receiving a large penson. They decided
that he must be put to death, and one of them aimed lus gun
at his breagt, and was going to pull the trigger when he was
touched by the cries, bewailings, requests, coaxing and flattery
of the women of thehouse The neghbours both Hindus and
Mudimsalso prevented them from killing Mohan Lal. Just
then the Kotwal of the city who knew Mohan Lal passad by
that way. He a0 persuaded the mutineers to postpone the
murder for the present and to kill him after investigation.

After thisincident Mohan Lal disappeared from the housg,
and kept himsdf concedled at various places. Hodges also left
Mohan Lal 'sundé€s house, and took refuge with Mohan Lal's
mother's sser, with whom he stayed for a few days. By this
time people began to suspect that Hodges lay conceded there.
Mohan La and others therefore decided that Hodges should
try to exape At 8 o'dock at night he left the house in disguise
having changed his colour and dress and tried to get out of the
town by the Lahori Gate. Themutineers, however, arrested
him on suspicion arisng from hisdress and gait and on talking
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to him, they got at the real seret.  Hodges then confessad
that he was an Englishman in Indian dress and also stated why
he had come to Delhi, and the place lie was staying, mentioning,
Mohan Lal'snameas. He was at once shot down.*

3. Escapes from Delhi to Malagarh
Then the mutineers st out in pursuit of Mohan Lal. Some
of his friends sought asssance from Prince Khizar Sultan, and
by sending about Rs. 500 sscured his permisson for Mohan
Lal totravel in thetrain of Nawab Walidad Khan, the chief
of Malagarh fort near Bulandshahar .

Walidad Khan was a pensoner of the British Government.
He adso had obtained from the Emperor of Delhi, the rescript
for the governorship of the Gangetic Doab, and was to leave
Delhi, on the 26th May. Walidad Khan had promised that
he would safdy conduct Mohan Lal to Agra, and that he would
remain faithful to the British Government.

Walidad Khan was also taking his women folk with him,
and was attended by a numbe of soldiers Mohan Lal got
in a sgparate palanquin, and accompanied the Nawab.

The firg day's halt was made at Ghazi Nagar, where the
Tahsildar and the Thanedar presmnted their nazars to the
Nawab. The swond night was spent at Dadari, and they
reached Malagarh in the evening of the third day. After two
days the Nawab st a gift of mangoes meons and oranges to

1 Mohan Lal's letter to ason of R. Hodges trandated by Khwaja
Hasan Nizami in the 2nd vol. of Mutiny Tales, pp. 47-49; X | | p. 14, Mohan
Lal's letter to the Secy, of the Chief Commissoner, Panjab, Foreign
Department, dated 4th September, 1857; Mutiny Papers, Proceedings
No. 52, [Panjab Records]; Annals of the Indian Rebellion, 1857-58,
Partin, July, 1859.
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Mr. Sapte, the Coallector of Bulandshahar through his agent
Har Parshad. After another two days the Nawab visited the
Collector in the company of Mohan Lal. The interview took
place in a garden near Bulandshahar. The Nawab assured the
Collector of hisloyalty. H* again waited upon the Collector
after three days in the company of Mohan Lal, Har Parshad
and two other courtiers, and again gave assurance of his fidelity
to the British Government.

The following day, the headman of village Sayalpur, came to
the Nawab at the head of zoo horse and 500 foot complaining
bitterly that his son Chand Khan had been hanged by the
Codllector without any proof of crime. He incited the Nawab
to raise the standard of revolt, and the Nawab satisfied him on
thisscore

Mohan Lal informed the Collector of all this by letter. On
this the Collector addressed a letter to the Nawab, telling him
of therumour hehad heard, and threatening him with due
oconsquences,  hinting at the penalty of death and confiscation
of property. TheNawab replied in a humble tone that he
would remain ever faithful, and even suggeted handing over
his fort to any one of the Collector's nomination. The Coallector
therefore wrote to him a friendly letter, and thus outwardly
peace was patched up.

Walidad Khan remained loyal till the 10th July after which
he joined the rebds, sopped the English mail, and imprisoned
Mohan Lal inaroom. Rao Gulab Singh who was a loyal subject
and a very rich talukdar, was alo a friend of Walidad K han.

Mohan Lal made him a sscret request for assdance and
he snt a party of horsemen with aletter asking the Nawab
tosend Mohan Lal to him. But the Nawab did not agree
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having decided to murder him on the day his fort wasattacked,
if favourable teemswere not granted to him by the British
Government. Mohan Lal also sent a letter along with a draft
for Rs. 500 to his friend Munir Khan of Agra to employ
twenty armed men to securehis rdease but he failed in
carrying out his scheme?!

4. Flees to Meerut

Mohan Lal, however, managed to exape on the 30th
July, and reached Khanpur. He then came to Bahadurgarh
on the Ganges On the 31¢ July Zain-ul-Abidin, son of
the pogt Mian Zaki, at the head of 50 horsemen, came
from Muradabad to Malagarh with the determination to
put an end to the life of Mohan Lal; but in spite of
all his efforts he failed in laying hands upon him. At this
place Mr. Sapte, who had gone to Meerut for safety,
and Mr. Dunlop, the Collector of Meerut sent him letters
aking him to come to Meerut by way of Hapur and give
them all particulars regarding Walidad Khan and his fort. He
was escorted by ten horsemen to Meerut where he was requested
to submit the plan of the Malagarh fort and its defences*

5. Report on theMalagarh Fort
Mohan Lal reported that in the fort of Malagarh the provi-
sonswere so short asnot to last longer than two days. Walidad
Khan'sforce in the fort numbered between 1,000 and 1,200. The

'Ghulam Husam Khan, the companion of Mohan Lal for two
months from the time of hisescape at Delhi to the time of excgpe from
Malagarh, wrote thesedetails in a Persan Ms. translated by Khwaja
Hasan Nixami inhisMutiny Tales, vol. xii, pp. 23t032; cf. dso vol.
1. pp. 49-50; Annals of the Indian Rebellion, 1857-58, Part | | | [July,
1859], pp. 207-9; Panjab Records, Mutiny Papers, Proceedings No. 52,
dated 4th September, 1857.

! Panjab Records, Mutiny Papers, Proceedings Nos. 32-59.
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begt portion of thisforce condsted of about 150 desertersfrom the
Company's troops commanded by Flut Missar, Subedar Yahiya
Khan and Mustafa Khan Risaldar. Three guns of Walidad
Khan were taken away by the Jats, and only five small guns
were in his possesson, two of which were given to him by the
Talukdar of Aurangabad. Ammunition was poor both in

quantity and quality. His supporters were the Talukdars of

Khylia and Aurangabad, Amun Gujar and Rajputs of Parichat-
garh, all of whom could reinforce him with 3,000 troops. Azim
Khan, the uncle, and Munir Khan, thenephew of Abdul L atif
Khan, theTalukdar of Khanpur had raised about 1,000 troops
to help him. Rao Gulab Singh, the great zamindar of Kuchasar,
was sncerdy devoted to the British but he was coerced by
Walidad K han to make some contribution to the war fund.

Walidad Khan appointed Ghaus Muhammad Khan of
village Rao Skandra his deputy at Aligarh, and Azim Khan
at Khurjaand Ismail Khan at Bulandshahar. The tahsidar
and kotwal of Bulandshahar were Mir. Imdad Ali Vakil and
Meharban K han respectively.

A force of 1,000 men of whom three or four hundreds should
be Europeans, with four guns and one mortar, would be
aufficent to capture the Malagarh fort. The Jats could be
persuaded to harass the enemy from the eastern Sde and other
villagers should, be stirred to riseagaing him. In that way
his forces would be divided.

The attacking party should not approach the fort by
crossng the stream on the west or south, asin that cae they
would be exposad to the enemy'sgun fire. The gream should
be crossd towards the north-west near the village Chirawali.
From this place the sream was about 500 paces digant and
thefort of Malagarh within a gunshat, while the Grand Trunk
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Road lay at adisance of amile. A cart track led to the fort,
and the troops could easly passalongit. Besdes therewas
the shdter of trees, gardens and a takiya (a house reserved for
for Mudim fagirsand travellers). Thewater course along the
southern wall of the fort was divided into two parts. The
lower part had gratings, and the upper part had a small door
locked from insde. This was meant for flight, and wasin
consequence to be carefully watched.!

Y bid.

It ssamsthat Mohan Lal supplied information about the fort of
Multan probably at thetime of the Seoond Sikh War. Hesays—"In the
Panjab where | likewise was ordered to give aplan and report of the
fort of Mooltan, Colond Napier, the Chief Engineer, found it useful and
Sr P. Currie, then Resident, was good enough to honour me with
acknowledgments”  1bid.



CHAPTER X VI
THE END

Nothing definite is known about the lagt years of Mohan
Lal. Nawab Abul Hasan of Qazi Hauz, Delhi, told the writer
how Mohan Lal sscured the hand of Hyderi Begam, a relative
of his, in 1857. Thegirl was a niece of Sher Muhammad Khan
and Nawab Musa Khan. Her bewitching youth and beauty
had attracted Mohan Lal's attention; but all his overtures
came to nothing. After the Mutiny the people of Delhi were
summarily tried and executed. Mohan Lal sdzed this opportu-
nity to obtain the wishes of hisheart. Heimplicated some
male members of the girl's family, and thus sucoesded in
marrying her.

In 1861 Mohan Lal lived, at least for some time, with the
Maharaja of Kapurthala® He died in 1877 and was buried

! Panjab Records Political Department Procesdings 27th July,
1861, Nos. 13—14.

! Buckland in his Dictionary of Indian Biography, p. 294, and
Bedlein his Oriental Biographical Dictionary, p. 254, date that he died
about 1870. Agha Hyder Hasan hasin hisposssson a medal given to
Mohan Lal on the assumption by Queen Victoria of thetitle "Empress of
India" in January, 1877. He, however, dedaresthat Mohan Lal died in
1878. The Noor Afshan an Urdu weekly, started from Ludhiana in 1873
contains areferencein its issue of the 18th October, 1877, p. 332 :—"'The
Library which was edablished in the Municipal Committee hall isnow
ein progress as Munshi Ghania Lal Alakhdhari has pressted to it some
books and journals. It is also said that many booksdonated by Agha
Hasan Jan dlias tfohan Lal at thetime of his death have been received
in this Library." It therefore ssams clear that Mohan Lal died sometime
between January and October, 1877.
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in Delhi in hisgarden called Lal Bagh, near Azadpur, on the
Delhi-Panipat Road.*

Mohan Lal wasatypical Kashmiri Pandit. From therace
he derived good looks, natural grace of expresson and virile
courtliness  To his own family he was indebted for sendtive
pride and capacity to put up with the rough—and—tumble of
political conflict. He inherited from his parents a shrewd
inginct for getting and'keeping, a digtinct gift of courtiership,
and a fine enthusaan for things of themind. Hewastall
and very handome with dasscally regular features "In
appearance Mohan Lal is agresable with pleasng manners, his
features are marked and countenanceintelligent.”* His sim
and manly figure, his majegtic turban, his fine dress his well-
trimmed mougaches, sharp-pointed nose and large, prominent
eyes, all inspired an emation of their own, and gave an added
interest to his conversation. His laugh was meodious

He posssssad a sweet digposition and scattered sunshineand
good chexr by giving, a kind word and throwing a pleasant
amiletoevery one  Few of those thrown into his company
ever found it possble to ress hisinfectious and merry charm.
It was not so much that he was extraordinarily witty in society;
but he created an easy atmosphere, in the midst of which
every companion thought and talked with ease and spontaniety.
He was a fine talker. Hisdemeanour, his humility, hisimpul-
sveness his effective delivery, and his magnetic personality,

! There is no tomb; but a big platform—Ilike structure of red
sand gone, said to contain the bodies of Mohan La and his favourite
wife Hyderi Begam. It is nowin adilapidated condition. Thegarden
als has changed hands from Mohan Lal's family.

! Asatic Journal, October, 1835, VOL. XLIV, p. 88.
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made him a fascinating companion.  He could therefore
dominate both men and women. A Burton, the Deputy
Commissoner of Ludhiana says:—

"When | first came here| cultivated his acquaintance from
a dedsreto hear from him an account of those stirring events
in which he had bornea part and likewise from a feding that
a man who had been so well receved in England, and other
parts of Europe by the very first people, Kings and Queens not
excepted, should not be ignored by the British Society of this
country as | found Mohan Lal wasand thus be driven back
in his heathen and ignorant assodates to the inevitable deterio-
ration of the enlightened ideas he had acquired in his
European tour.

"1 like Mohan Lal. | find him a very agreeable, well
informed, companionable man, plenty to say, and by no
means unobservant. Hegot into bad hands, as was natural,,
for the best English Society ssemsnot to have been open to
him. | have been told hedrank at military messes and made
himsdf disagreeable to the army officarsin that way. Then his
asodating with Nubee Buksh and Mr. Hodges was of course
againg him; but he has had no fair chance on his return from
Europe, from dining with princes he found himsdf shut out
except from the converse of men like Hodges a discharged
derk of this office who drank his champagne and encouraged
him todrink it likewise"*

Another remarkable trait in his character was intuition,
subtlety and divination which enabled him to understand and
appreciate those who came into contact with him. Hewas
cool and courageous Hewas never so happy and so resour ceful

Y Imperial Records, Foreign Consultation, loth February, 1854,
No.' 273.
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aswhen confronted with most serious problems.  Hisfierceand
resless energy was a great assst. When required, he could
work for long hourswith enthusiasm and even with rdlish.

He was an adept in the art of pleasng. His personality
always attracted, never repdled. Therewasa heartiness in his
expression, in the smile, in the handshake and in the cordiality
with which he grested people.

Capable of both thought and action, and equally at home
in mattersof daily routine, hewasat hisbes in the midst of
miseries and misfortunes. In the time of political crigs alone
he could display hisgreat talentsto the full. Then he found
a continuous interest in political work and a constant compul-
sion to use his full weight in the game. He could then force
co-operation with men of different dasses and temperament. At
such times he showed that he was endowed with mental powers
of thefirs order, and that his readiness and resources were
extraordinary.

He was therefore at his bex when he was required to
persuade people, not ordinary persons but leaders of men.
Then he could bring every one to the point at which he could
be usd not by deception but by suggetion. In a word
he was a born diplomat and the real fied of hiswork was
palitics. '

He had a passon for beauty and for beautiful things. He
was at home with literary menin thelibrary, with sportamen
in thefield, and with poetsin moonlit gardens. He was familiar
with the best that the Persian poetshad sung, and theloveliest
that the artists had created in form and colour. Heloved
with the charm of rosssand liliesand birds and green boughs.
Heenjoyed life, and bdieved that thisworld wasreally a place
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worth living in. He was never too tired for more festivities,
more ongs more wine and more women. "Wherever he went
he managed to take a new wife unto himsdf, usually marrying
in the highest circles™*

When forcad to lead a life of retirement at the young age of
thirty-four, he found himsdf freed of all obstructions, usually
imposed by public life. Consequently, passon now found
itsdf untrammelled. Formerly, he was carried away by the
love of glory, and now, he was svept away by the love of wine
and women. He could not devote himsdf to a pursuit, whether
politics or pleasure, half-heartedly; it posesssd him entirely.
He did every thing with a gusto, every nerve and every fibre.
He had in all saventeen wivesin his harem.!

Hewasa man of literary taste and had alibrary of his own.
This excaped degtruction at the hands of the mutineers in Delhi,
and was donated by him at hisdeath to the Municipality of
Ludhiana. Hewasawriter of no mean merit. His Journal,
Travels and Life of Dot Muhammad clearly show that he
posesd deftness and  dexterity in writing his personal
experiences  All theseworks suggest condderable possibilities.
Heis said to have kept a detailed diary for the lagt forty-five
years of his life. If it comes to light he will undoubtedly
rank asthe greates Indian Diarist of modern times.

His numerous letters in manuscript display an easy style of
English in spite of his eccentric phrassology. He had a
command of language and a fdicitous touch in sketching an
incident .or a character. In reading these letters we fed that
his aim was truth rather than effect. He was free and frank

! pandit Jawaharlal's Autobiography, 14.
2 Adbi Duniya, a local Urdu monthly, July, 1933, P.207.
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while giving counsds to his superiors on events and tendencies
which affected the grave issues of peace and war and the lives
of thousands of men and women.

Exhilaration of spirit, buoyancy of mind, vigour of body,
keenness for achievement, will to power and the awarenes
of. great facultiess—these are the dements of his success

All that remains of Mohan Lal'sactivitiesin this world are
his three books mentioned above. At Ludhiana he built a
reigious place for the Shias known as Agha Hasan Jan's
Imambara. Close by it there runs a road bearing his name.
His grave in Lal Bagh, Ddhi, is in ruins and is likely to
disappear in course of time.

Mohan Lal's life does not challenge the attention of the
world, but modestly solicits it.
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THE ASSASSINATION AFFAIR
F Imperial Records, Secret Consultation, 15th June, 1844. ]

No. 222.
From
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL RICHMOND,
AGENT GOVERNOR-GENERAL,

To
MOONSHEE MOHUN LALL, AMBALLAH.

Srr,

| annex per margin* the items contained in your accounts
marked Nos. 2 and 4 forwarded with your letter to the address
of Mr. Secretary Thomson dated 28th May last, and with
reference to them | am directed to call upo. you to furnish
me with a full explanation of the transactions to ¢ whin they
refer, the sums stated in these items appearing to have been
dishursed for procuring the assassnation of certain hogtile
chiefs although such acts are acknowledged to have been
disasvowed by the authoritiesat the time.

2nd. Thewording of thefirg item not being clearly expre-
sl asregards the late Captain Conally, you are now requested
to explain its meaning, and to state explicitly, whether, in
congtituting yoursdf the agent in such transactions you acted
under the authority of any British Officer to whom you were
subordinate.

Governor-Generdl's | have & etc,
Agency, N. W. Frontier, A. F. Richmond,
AMBALLAH, Lieutenant-Colond,
the 15th Sept., 1843. Agent Governor-General, N. W. F.

*1st. Advanced to Mahomed Oollah Najrallee for bringing in the
head of Mear Mugjidi Khan, as requested in a note by Capt. Conoally ;

23
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No. 223.
From
Moonshee Mohun Lall,
To
Lieutenant-Colond A. F. Richmond, C.B.,
Agent Governor-General, N.W. F.
Sir,

| have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
dated the 15th September calling upon me for the explanation
of the meaning of the two itemsof Rs. 5,000 put down by me
in the accounts submitted to Mr. Secretary Thomson on the
28th May lag.

2. Inreply | have the honour to sate that during the
late, insurrection of Cabool | wasunder theimmediate orders
of thelate Sr W. Macnaghten and Lieutenant J. B. Conadlly.
On the 5th November, 1841, the latter Officr wrote to
me, " | promise 10,000 rupess for the head of each of the
principal Rebel Chiefs" and snt his native officr Meer
Haidur Purjahbashee and wrote to me thus: " Meer Haider
Purjahbashee hasbeen snt to Khan Shexreen and will se
you. If the bearer (he) wants money for Cossid and other
purposss give him to the extent of Rs. 200". Thisindividual
repeated the same what Lieutenant Conally had written about
the reward of 10000 Rs. and added on his part that | will
do .great service to the state if the principal rebds were
executed by any means whatever. On the nth Lieutenant
Conally wrote me again, "there is aman called Hajee Alleg,

as he did not cut Meer Mugidi's head off, but assassnated him asknown
tothat officer who wrote to enquire from me, out of 10,000 rupees received
5,000 rupess.

2nd. Advanced to Abdul Ass who offered tokill Abdoollah Khan
and destroy hislife by such means which the Envoy did not approve,
therefore the balance 11,000 rupees was not paid, 4,000 Rs,
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who might be induced"by a bribe to try and bring the
heads of one or two of the moofsids. Endeavour tolet him
know that 10,000 rupees will be given for each head or even
15,000. | have sent to him two or three times". | reported all
this to the Envoy and explained the exact meaning of that
Officer's extracts without any addition or alteration, to a person
named Agha Mahomed Sondah, friend of Hajee Alee and in the
service of the Barukzaees.

3. Agha Mahomed and Haee Alee induced Abdool Aziz
and Mahomed Oollah to execute the wishesof Lt. Conally,
who had aso written the same to them. In consequence of
the power granted to me by the late Envoy to promise the
rewards of five lakhs and distribute as far as 50,000 rupees to
the different men who may be disposed to take our cause,
| advanced 9,000 rupees respectively for them and promised
the balance (12,000) to be paid to both after the service was
performed, and reported all the commencement and settlement
of this matter to the Envoy, adding that | could not find out
by Lieutenant Conolly's notes how the rebels are to be
assassinated, but the men now employed promise to go in their
houses and cut off their heads where they may be without
attendants. He replied to me on the 13th asfollows :—

"I have received your letter of this morning's date and
highly approve of all you have done."—The same was reported
to Lieutenant Conolly aso. When Meer Mugidee died,
Lieutenant Conolly wrote and enquired from me, "Is it true
that the Butcha-i-Musjidee was killed yesterday ?'. Thiswas
the only enquiry he made from me and whichword | mentioned
with the item of 5000 rupees . . . . | sent him reply that
Meer Musjidee himself died and not his son (Butchai) and
stated that Mahomed Oollah has neither brought his head nor
shot him as promised, but says he suffocated him when adeep.
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I' beg to statein this place that Meer Mugidee was not killed
in fight but he died suddenly whether by some other accident
or asMahomed Oollah asserted. Abdool Aziz stated that he
had concesled himsdf behind awall and shot Abdoollah Khan
when he was standing amongst the "Ghazess' and fighting
with our troops, because they both could not cut the headsin
ther houses Headded also that his ball was poisonous and
Abdoadllah Khan will shortly die. | answvered to him that
Abdoallah Khan islikely wounded by our own soldiers and not
by him. He was not killed in the fied of, battle, perhaps
after a wesk of his receiving the wound.

4. On the death of Mer Mugidee and Abdoollah Khan
(the principal murderers of Sr Alexander Burnes) Hajee Alee
and Agha Mahomed snt me notes from Mahomed Oollah and
Abdool Aziz demanding the payment of their respective
balance (5,000 and 7,000 Rs.), which | refused and forwarded
their notes to the Envoy with an explanation how these people
were reported to bekilled and added the reply | had given to
Abdool Aziz.

5. On this the Envoy snt Kurban Alee a confidential
messenge in the permanent employ of the Misson with the
following message' which was accompanied with the token
(Nesshaneg) of long past thing of which the Envoy and mysdf
were only acquainted. Had Mahomed Oollah and Abdool
Aziz snt him the heads he would tell me to pay them the
balance, but as they failed in doing o, they therefore should

z. | begto add in this place that some of our English writers had
gone over to the Rebelsand read the intercepted letters of the Envoy few
hours hefore | sent, him an explanation of Mahomed Ocallah and Abdool
Asas doings This didoyal conduct of thewritershad prevented usto
write offendve secrets in letters and which secrets were henceforth
generally sent through trustworthy people and also by hints.
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be contented by the advances already made to them for their
doubtful services and not brought the heads as gipulated.
This was the only thing which | meant in inserting the words
(the Envoy did not approve) in the item of 11,000 Rs; but
| did not mean that the Envoy had disavowed my explaining
the contents of the extracts of Lieutenant Condlly's letter,
Agha Mahomed and Hajee Allee or the sanction of the ums
advanced by me to Mahomed Oollah etc., because | have
already stated in the 3rd para of thisletter of my reporting him
the whale affair with hisreply and the following extracts of his
letters still confirm that the item was approved and sanctioned
by him as it was charged in the accounts of rupess 25,900 for
which a Bill was given to Nayub Shurredf, " | have directed
Captain Trevor to send you an order on Nain Sookh for 25,900
rupessin favour of Nayub Shuresf. | send herewith triplicate
Bills in favour of Nain Sookh on the Loodiana Treasury for
25,900 rupees" Captain Lawrence had by him the copy of the
receipt or note of Mahomed Oollah (original mentioned in para4)
when he made report to Government for paying the Nayub
Shurreef s Bill, so it has been paid. Sir William Macnaghten
had also sent message to Khan Shereen through Shah Ghasee
Abbas, a man of rank, that if hewill not bring the head of
Abdoollah Khan - he will look upon him as an enemy. The
Envoy did not grant the Bills until he had not got the receipts,
examined the accounts and, approved the items of their
disoursements  The accounts now submitted to the Secretary
are the copies of those given to and approved by the Envoy.

6. In the conduson | beg to state that | have always
acted up to the spirit of the orders and messages of my
superiors with the view to promote the cause of my Government,
though the dangers of losing my life were impending upon me
in those critical days, while | had full powers to distribute
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50,000 rupess This is the full explanation | may offer;
otherwise | humbly beg pardon for my mistakes, imperfection
to the English knowledge and to remind the treacherous
conduct of the Afghans and the difficulties which involved us
in that time.

18th September, 1843, | have & etc,,
AMBALA. Mohun Lall.

Panjab Records, Book 87, L etter 336.

FROM
THE AGENT TO THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL, N.W. F.,
To |. THOMSON ESQUIRE, SECRETARY,
To THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, Fort William,
Dated Amballa, 19th September, 1843.
Sr,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
without No. dated 26th Augus last with endlosure, regarding
the account furnished by Moonshee Mohun L all.

2nd. Inreply | begtoforward acopy of my letter No, 331
of the 15th instant calling on the Moonshee for the required
explanation. Hisreply in original dated 18th September is
her ewith transmitted for the information of the Right Honour-
ablethe Gover nof-General-in-Council.

3rd. It may, perhaps, be satisfactory to add that | have
perused the notes from the late Sr W. Macnaghten and Lt.
Conoally quoted by Moonshee Mohan Lall in hisletter, and they
appear tobein original.

Governor-General's Agency, | have etc.
N. W. Frontier, V A.F.Richmond, Lt. Col.,
19th September, 1843 ) Agent Governor-General.
* * *
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Imperial Records, Secret Consultation,
15th June, 1844.

No. 224.

From the Secretary to the Government of India,
To the Agent Governor-General, N. W. Frontier.
No. 426.
Sir,
| am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No.
168 dated September 19th, 1843 forwarding for the considera-
tion of the Governor-General-in-Council MoonsheeMohun Lall's
letter dated the 18th ultimo on the subject of occurrences in
Cabool.

2. The Governor-Generd-in-Council has perused with the
deepest concern a statement which tends to implicate British
Officers in the crime of assassinaion and feds that the enquiry
cannot be allowed to rest where it at present does.

3. Moonshee Mohun Lall's original letter is herewith re-
turned to you, a copy of it having been retained in this office,
and your attention is particularly desired to the contents of the
letter. You will observe that it contains many passages,
purporting to be quotations from orders communicated to him
by the late Sir W. Macnaghten and Lieutenant J. B. Conolly.
Youwill be pleassed to require of Mohun Lall the originas
from which the quotations are made, and you will examine
whether they are authentic, and whether the extracts given
fairly convey the meaning intended by the writers. You will
not fail to observe that Mohun L all professes to hold the express
orders of Lieutenant J. B. Conolly for these atrocious acts,
whilst the approval of them by Sir. W. Macnaghten is inferred
from written expressions which may be otherwise interpreted
or from verbal messages, which may have beenfalsely reported.
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You will endeavour to satisfy yoursdf on both points, by an
examination of all the documents Mohun Lall may have, by
cross-questioning him on the subject and by such other ready
means of discovering the truth as Mohun Lall may suggest or
as may occur to yoursalf.

4. Whilst the Governor-General-in-Council fedsit incum-
bent upon him to avail himsdf of such means as are at hand to
clear up thexe particulars heis at the same time desrous that
the drcumgtances should not be made known further than
may be absolutdy necessary for the discovery gf the trntb.
You will therefore be careful to avoid publicity as much as
possible and to condder the enquiry as altogether confidential.

Fort William, | have & €tc.,
the 12th October, 1843. I. Thomson,
Secretary to the Government of India.

No. 223.

From-the Agent, Governor-General,
North-West Frontier,

To
F. Currie, Esquire,
Secretary to the Government,
with the Governor-General.
Sir,

| had the honor to receive Mr. Secretary Thomson's
despatch No. 426 of the 12th ultimo, returning to me Moonshee
Mohun Lal's letter dated 18th September last on the subject
of occurrences at Cabool, for the purpose of instituting
further enquiries into the authenticity of his statements, and
particularly calling my attention to certain passages quoted
by the Moonshee from orders communicated to him by the late
Srr William Macnaghttfn and Lieutenant J. B. Conally.
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2. Asdedred by Mr. Thomson'sletter, | required Moonshee
Mohun Lal to produce the original letters, which he willingly
complied with, and asented to their being forwarded to
Government in order that all doubt asto ther authenticity
might be removed by comparing the writing with that of
other documents, which doubtless are to be found in the
Government Office | therefore forward the original notes and
letters numbered i to 10 inclusive, agreeably to the list which
accompanies them.

3. | adw forward herewith a memorandum of questions
which | put to Moonshee Mohun Lal and of his replies
regarding these letters and the transactions referred toin the
statement contained in his letter of the z8th September last.

4. It appears amog supefluous my troubling you with
any observations regarding thee several documents as they
are aufficiently explanatory in themsdves, and on perusal of
them Government will have no difficulty in judging of the
mean& g intended to be conveyed by the ingructions to
Moonshee Mohun Lal, provided the letters are found to be
authenticc.  Whether the late. Envoy had cognizance of
these ingructions is very doubtful as by his letter of 13th
November marked No 5, he merely contemplated "a reward
of rupees 10,000 for the apprehenson of Ameencollah Khan
and each of the Dooranee Rebd Chiefs" from which it may
be inferred that the messge said to have ben conveyed
to Khan Shereen Khan on the 2nd November was exagger ated
by the messenger for some evil purpose

Governor-General's Agency, | have & etc.,
N. W. Frontier, A. F.Richmond,Lt. Cal.,
Camp Loodiana, Agent, Governor-General,

18th November, 1843. North-West Frontier.
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No. 226.
Memo of Quedions put to Moonshee Mohun Lal regarding
affairsat Caboal, and of hisreplies.
Camp Loodiana,

] 7th November, 1843.
1st Question

What was the nature of your conversation with Meer
Haider, who was sent toyou by L t. Conally ?
Answer

He mentioned to me that he had just been to Khan
Shexreen who told him that Lieutenant Conolly had said he
would give from 10 to 15,000 Rs. for the heads of the Rebe
Chiefs
Note

About 20 days after his conversation (beginning of
December) Khan Sheereen told Mohun Lal that the Envoy
had snt him a message to the effect that if he did not bring
him AbdooUah Khan's head, he would look on him as an
enemy.
2nd Question

For what other purposesdid Meer Haider want money from
you ?
Answer

To efcite the Afghans in favour of the English. | now
produce Lieutenant Conolly's original notes on this subject,
marked Nos. 1 & 2 aw his note dated nth November,
marked No. 3.
3rdQuestion

Did you write to Lieutenant Conally reporting the nature
of the arrangements you had made in conssquence of his note
of 5th November ? State the substance of your letter and the
dateof it.
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Answer

| replied by note that | had employed Mahomed Oollah and
Abdool Aziz through Agha Mahomed and Hajee Allee to do as
proposed in hisnote. | haveno copy of my letter. It must
have been dated the zith or I12tb of November. | was con-
stantly writing to Lieutenant Conally.
4fh Question

Did you write to Lieutenant Condlly to ascertain how he
proposad to obtain the heads of the Rebel Chiefs or did you
ever ask him about it verbally ?

Answer

No, | never wrote to him on thesubject nor did | ever ask
him verbally.
5th Question

Did Lieutenant Conolly ever spegk or write to you before
the 5th November about obtaining the heads of the Rebe
Chiefs?

Answer

No, he never wrote, or poke to me on the subject before
the date of that note.

| now produce ancther note of Lieutenant Conolly regarding
the death of Meer Mugideg, marked No. 4.
6th Question

Did you show Lieutenant Conally'snote of the 5th November
to the Envoy when you reported to him its contents ?

Answer

No, | did not show him the note. He never asked me about
it when | reported the matter to him. | smply wrote to him
that Lieutenant Conolly had authorized me to give so much
money for the heads of the Rebe Chiefs, and that | had in
consguence bribed Mahomed Oollah and Abdool Aziz through
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Agha Mahomed and Hajee Alee to do as Lieutenant Conally
wished. The Envoy's letter in reply is dated the 13th Nov.
| have no copy of my letter

7th Question

Did the Envoy explain to you the nature of the service he
wished to be performed when he authorized you to distribute
50,000 Rupess to the different chiefs ?

Answer

He said he wished to detach as many of the chiefs as possble
from the Rebds and to get them to do what good they could
in our caue Hewroteto meon the 8th November on this
aubject’ and hisletter | now produce marked No. 6.
8th Question

. Did you report verbally or in writing to the Envoy what
you had donein consequence of hisingtructions?

Answer

In my notes at different times, | explained the nature of the
advances | was making for the services of individuals, among
which were included the sums advanced in conssquence of
Lieutenant Condlly's note of the nth November. | have no
copies of thexe notes. | only saw the Envoy 'twice after the
insurrection broke out. On one of these occasons the 15th
December, | made a special report verbally of what had been
done, when | submitted the accounts for Rs. 25,900 and for
Rs. 24,404. TheEnvoy then ordered Captain Lawrence to draw
out the Bills for the former sum, vide the Envoy> letter of 15th
December No. 7 which were sent to me on the z6th December,
vide the Envoy's letter to me of that date No. 8, both now
produced.

The Bills for 24,404 Rs. were given to me on the 17th
December which was my last interview with the Envoy.
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9th Question

By whom did you send the notesfrom Mahomed Oallah
and Abdool Aziz to the Envoy, and what was the nature of
your explanation of how the Rebe Chiefs had been killed ?

Answer

| sent them by Kurban Aleg, or by Ismail Khan—I do not
remember which. They were confidential messengers attached
to the Misson. | wrote at the time to the Envoy sating that
these men wanted payment of the balance due for their services,
but at the same time | intimated my doubts, whether the rebe
Chiefs had been killed by these men, or had died of wounds
recaved in action, as reports to the latter efect had bemn
circulated. 1 have no copy of my note on that occason.

10th Question

What reply did you receive to that letter, and what messn-
ge brought it toyou ?

Answer

| receved a mesage by the confidential servant above
referred to from the Envoy dating that he could not write,
as one of his notes had been intercepted that morning. That
he had heard from different quarters that Abdoollah Khan had
died of a wound received in action at Cabool, and that Meet
Musidee had also died of a wound he received*at Joolgah, and
therefore the Envoy could not agree to give the balance claimed,
as their service was doubtful, and that they should be contented
with what they had already received.
nth Question

Did you write down the above mesage at the time of
receivingit ?
Answer

No, | give the purport from memory.
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12th Question

Had these men ever been employed by the Envoy on
former occasons in a confidential way, and how were you
aware of their having so employed ?

Answer

They were constantly employed in a confidential way.
| knew them well. | now produce a note from the Envoy dated
| 2th December, marked No. 9 to show that he was in the habit
of entrusting verbal messages to these men.

13th Question.
What was the nature of the Token used on these occasons ?

Answer

It was a Persan proverb that | had heard the Envoy,
repeat to a Moollah who came to visit him at Cabool as follows:
Mohtsib ra daroon-i-khana chinkar ?

14th Question

From whom did you learn that the Envoy had sent a
mesge to Khan  Shegreen Khan through Shah Ghasse and
what was said on that occason ?

Answer

I heard it from Khan Sheereen himself.  The messge was
sent on the 2nd November, 1841, the day that the insurrection
commenced. He told me that he had sent Shah Ghesee to the
Envoy to know what he wished him to do when the Envoy
replied that if Khan Sheereen did not bring the head of
Abdoollah Khan he would look on him as an enemy.

15th Question
Did the Envoy ever spesk to you about Ameenoollah Khan,
or write to you about him, and when ?
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Answer

The Envoy wrote a note to me about Ameenoallah Khan
on tiezith November, 1841, which | now produce marked No.
10, in" which he says "You should encourage the rival of
Ameenoollah Khan by all possblemeans  That scoundrd and
Abdool Salam K han should be executed, if we can catch them".

Afterwards, on the 17th December, when | had my last
interview with the Envoy, spesking of the death of Abdoallah
Khan and Meer Mugidee the Envoy said he would be pleased,
if AmeenooUah K han followed them. | had no other conversa-
tion with him on the subject.

A. F. Richmond, Lieutenant-Colond,
Agent, Governor General.

No. 227.
List of original notes and letters produced byM ooofhee
Mohun Lall, and referred to in his replies to the various
questions put to him regarding affairs at Cabooal.

Loodiana, 7th Nov.., 1843.

No. 1. Notefrom Lieut.
Conally.

No. 2. Notefrom Lieut.
Conally, dated Referred to in answer to 2nd
5th, 2 o'dock. Quedtion.
No. 3. Notefrom Lieut.
Conadlly, dated
nth,5 odock.

No. 4. Note from Lieut,
Conadlly dated 1/2 Referred to in answer to 5th
pas 8 o'dock p.m!} Quedtion,



352 LIFE AND WORK OF MOHAN LAL

No. 5. Letter from Sir

W. Macnaghten to Referred to in answer to

Moonshee Mohun Lall,
dated 13th Nov., 9.am.

No. 6. Letter from Sir W. Macnaghten
to Moonshee Mohun Lall, dated 8th
November.

No. 7. Letter from Sir W. Macnaghten
to Moonshee Mohun Lall, dated 15th
December.

No. 8. Letter from Sir W. Macnaghten
to Moonshee Mohun Lall, dated 16th
Deccember, 8 p. m.

No. 9. Letter from Sir W. Macnaghten
to Moonshee Mohun Lall, dated 12th
December, 1 p. m.

No. 10. Letter from Sir W. Macnaghten

to Moonshee Mohun Lall, dated nth '-

November.

Question.

Referred to in
answer to 7th
question.

Referred to in
answer to 8th
question.

Referred to in
answer to 12th
question.

Referred to in
answer to 15th

A. F. Richmond,
Lieutenant-Colonel,
Agent, Governor-General.

No. 228.
No. 1.

Mohun L al|—If the Bearer wants money for Cossids and
other purposes give him to the extent of 200 rupees.

Yours etc.,
J. B. Conally.
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No. 2.
Mohun Lall,

| have snt you one letter which- may not have
reached you.

Send me all the news you can by Cossids. Tell the
Kuzzillbash Chiefs Shereen Khan, Naib Sheredf, in fact, all the
Chiefs .of Shesh persuason to join againg the Rebds.  You
can promise one lakh of Rupeesto Khan Shereen on the condi-
tion of hiskilling and sdzing the Rebes and arming all the
Sheahs and immediately attacking all Rebes. This is the
time for the Sheshs to do good service Explain to them that
if the Soonness once get the upper hand in the Town they will
immediately attack and plunder their part of the Town.

Hold out promisss of reward and money. Write to me very
frequently. Tell the Chiefs who are well disposed to send
repectable agents to the Envoy.

Try and oread Nifak among the Rebds

In every thing that you do consult me and write very
often.

Mear Hyder Purjabashee has bemn sent to Khan Sherean
and will s you.

Yours Sincerdy,
J. B. Conally.

| promise x0,000 rupess for the head of each of the principal
Rebel Chiefs

5th, 2 o'dock, Balla Hissar.
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No. 3.
My dear Mohun Lall,

Why doyou not write? What has become of
Meear Hyder ? Is he doing anythingwith Khan Shereen ? You
never told mewhether you had written to Naib Humza. What
do the rebes propose doing now ? Have you not made any
arrangement about the bodies of the murdered .officers? Offer
2,000 rupess to any onewho will take them to cantonments,
or zooo to any one who will bury them. Has not Sr
Alexander's body been found ? Give my salam to the Naib. If
Khan Shereen isnot inclined to do service, try other Kuzzilbash
Chiefsindependently. Exert yoursdf. Worite to me often for
thenews of Cossids is not to be depended on. There is a
man called Hajee Allee, who might be induced by a bribe to
try and bring the heads of one or two of the moofsids. Endea-
vour to let him know that 10,000 rupees will be given for each
head or even 15,000. | have snt to him two or three times.
IsMoolla Moosa killed ? How many men did the enemy lose ?

Yours Sincerdly,
11th, 5 a. m. J. B. Conally.

No. 4.

Reward the Bearer well.
12 past 8 p. m.

My dear Mchun Lall,

| have received both your letters which are
very satisfactory. Send respectable men from the different
chiefs who are friendly to us to the Envoy, and tell them to be
Khatir Junta in every regpect. Tell Naib Sheesf to show
himsdf a good servant  See if Shumshoodeen can be bribed,
and find out whether any of the chief Rebds can be bribed to
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leave the oppodte party. Who have joined the Rebels? Isit
true that the Butchai-i-Mugidee was killed yesterday ? Write
very often, and tell any chief who wants assurance of good
treatment to write to me, or snd to the Envoy.

Get the bodies of the murdered gentlemen buried. | will
give a handsome present to any one who does this service
IsSir Alexander really murdered or isthere any hope still of
hisbeing alive ?

Pray writeto meolten and give me all particulars of the
Rebds and their intentions. Be active in your endeavours
togain friends. Try the Afshur people, and if they areinclined
to be friendly, tell them to send suppliesinto cantonments.

Write as often asposshle Give my salam to Naib Khan
Shereen, and all | know.

Yours Sincerdy,
J. B. Conadlly.

No. 5.

To Moonshec Mohun Lall.
Caboal, Nov. 13th, 9a. m.

My dear Sir,

| have received your letter of this morning's date and highly
approveof all yon havedone. Let Gholam Hussun Afshar and
Abdooruheem Khan. . ... .. come to Zodfikar's Fort this
evening and Captain Trevor will bein that fort night and day
for some time to recaive overtures from any person. Parties
coming in should send a Sngle messenger before them.

Khan Shereen Khan is quite right not to leave the
Chandawul for aday or two.



356 LIFE AND WORK OF MOHAN LAL

Tell Naib Shurif he may safely give security to the Ghilzies
for the payment of the money.

When | s Humza Khan | will talk to him about the best
plan for the Ghilzie Chiefstowait upon His Majesty.

Yours Faithfully,
W. H. Macnaghten.

You are aware that | would give a reward of rupees 10,000
for the apprenenson of Ameenodllah Khan and each of the
Dooranee Rebel Chigfs If you could sse some of the officers
of the Hazirbash Corps that isjust come in with Mahomed
Azeem Khan and give them encouragement it would be very
desrable. If you could ssnd Meerza Kullil AH or Meerza
Inayat Ali out with Gholam Hussun and Abdooruheem it
would be well.

No. 6.

To Moonshee Mohun Lall, 8th November.

I have received your letter of this date, and fully approve
your having raised 30,000 rupess for distribution amongst
those digposed to assigt our cause But | would not advance
more than 50,000 rupess before some service is actually
rendered. | do not place any rdiancein the story about the
Troops at Gundumuk ; they are too strong to be molested by
any force that the rebds could bring againg them. Mahomed
Ukbur's arrival at Bameean is likely enough. Therecan be
littleuse | fear in offering him a separate maintenance, if the
Rebels have made overtures to him already.

Faithfully Yours,
W. H. Macnaghten.

Tell Khan Shereen with my best compliments that he will
not be disappointed if he does us quick and good service,
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No. 7.

CANTONMENT,
December, 15th, 1841,
My dear Sir,
| have receved your notes. Several of my lettersto you
must have miscarried, for | repeatedly wrote that His Majesty
would not attend to my advice, and therefore we should have
nothing more to say to him. Tell Humza Khan and Shereen
Khan that His Majesty isnow our enemy. We are no longer
friends with him but with the Barukzyes who have behaved
towards us in the mog friendly manner. You may say that
the Purdais now lifted up, and His Majesty's friends are our
enemies. There is no doubt about this. You may make this
mushhoor. The Ghilzies and others should attend to what
Nawab Zaman Khan says If they attend to his advice, they
will dowhat | wish. Donot attempt to send grain or anything
dse without conaulting the Barukzies. | wish to kegp nothing
poshida from them. They are our bes friends. Send a message
to Nawab Zaman Khan, saying, that whatever happened
before our agreement | will do nothing without his consent
in future. Tell the Ghilzies they shall have the balance of
their money as soon as we get to Jelalabad. | will either
give them themoney or an order for it. They may rely on
my word. Let me know what they say to this. | have
directed Captain Trevor to send you an order on Nain Sookh
for 25,900 rupessin favour of Nayub Shuresf.

Yours Faithfully,
W. H. Macnaghtcn.

You shall be taken careof as soon asarrangements are
made for our marching.
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No. 8.

CANTONMENT,
December 16th, 8 p.m.
My dear S,
| have received your letter of thisdate and | beg to endose
a letter from the Ghilzie Chiefs We have very little money
now in our Treasury, but as | am anxious to secure their
friendship, you can tell them that in the event of their sanding
in great nead of the cash | may possbly be able to advance
hereasfar asthirty or forty thousand rupees, but it will put
us to some difficulty and if all the same to them, | would
rather pogpone the payment. | have so many letters to
ansver that | canndt write to you fully tonight. | snd
herewith triplicate Bills in favour of Nain Sookh on the
Loodiana Treasury for 25900 rupees.  You may be sure that
| shall takegood care of you and se that you are brought
to the Cantonment before we make arrangements for our
journey. Present my bet regards to Khan Shereen and Naib
Shureef and all friends

Yours Faithfully,
W. H. Macnaghten.

No. 9.

December 12th, 1 p.m.
My dear Sir,
| hope that matterswill still beright as| am taking steps
for keeping open our negotiations. | am very busy now, but
whatever happens you may rely on my attending to your
wishes Send your man again to me tomorrow. | have
entrusted him with a verbal message

Faithfully Yours,
W. H. Macnaghten.
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No. 10.
November nth, 1841.
To Moonshee Mohun Lall,

You will observe from the enclosed letters that | have
confirmed the promises etc. made by you to the Ghilzie rebels
etc. though had you known of our succeses yesterday, the
terms might have been more favorable for us. Humza Khan

should come to me as soon as possble and | will then

talk to him about the case of Gool Mahomed. The money
will not be paid until the conditions of the agreement are
fulfilled and we are perfectly certain of the fidelity of Humza
and the Chiefs. The Chiefs should go at once and pay their
respects to His Majesty. You should encourage the rival of
Ameen Oollah Khan by all possble means. That scoundrel
and Abdoollah Khan should be executed if we can catch
them.

YoursFaithfully,
W. H. Macnaghten.
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Abdullah Khan Achakiai.—insul-

Ajudhla Prashad.—receives Bur-

Iran, holdsadarbar, 46-7. receives Burness party, 17; the
party staysin the houseof, 57.

ted by Burnes, 155—6; enticing Amlnullah Khan.—accuses Mohan
the fiancee of the brother of, 157, Lal, 188; presses Shah Shuja-ul-
murdered, 172-3. Mulk, 200; in control of real
power, 202; demands the surren-
der of British prisoners, 208-4;
offers made for the murder of,
206 ; increase in power of, 109;

ness party, 17 ; persuades Mohan
Lal tovisit atemple, 57.

Akbar Khan.—son of Amir Dost collectsaforcein Kohistan, 274.

Muhammad Khan, receivesBur-

R Ashley, Lord, an M. P.—Mohan
nes etc., 105,.takes _charge .Of Lal invited to dinner by, 285;
Jalalabad, 140; negatiates with and presented to Queen Victoria
Macnaghten, 178; plans to by, 290
murder the Envoy, 17980, T
murders Macnaghten, 181, messa= Atma Ram.—prime minister at
cres British troops, 183; takes Khulam, 80.81, 82.

hostages, 183 ; self-control of, .
¢ Auckland, Lord—Meets Ranjit
190; captures Mohan Lal, 191 . Singh, 112; wrong sdlection in

suspicion of, 194, persecutes .
Mohan Ld, 19 , re-capiures appointments by. 151.

Mohan Lal, 227, sendsa present to Avitabile.—agenerd in Sikharmy,
Khulam, 228; |leavesfor Butkhak, 105.
236 ; sndsthe British prisoners Babar.—tomb of, 58.

to Turkistan, 253, fights with
Pollock, 278. Bahawalpur.—Nawab of, 69, 95;

surroundings of, 71; the behavi-
Akbar Shah.—theMughal Emperor o of the Nawab of, 90-2; court

of Delhi, grantsaMtiof to Mohan of, 92; trade of, 100-2

Lal, 67. )
Bala Hissar.—plot to surrender,

Albert, Prince Consort—grants 1M9 ; attack on. 215; fall of, 223.

an interview to Mohan Lal, 290 ; )
Mohan Lal visits the German Bélkh.—an officer of, 83-4.
house of, 291. Bamlan.—idolsof, 28.
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Banka Hal.—a merchant of Lud-
hlanalends money to Mohan L ai,
271;loangiven by, 809.

Bhikhl.—beauty of women of, 21.

Bokhara - -people and government
of, 86-9; silk of, 74-5.

Broadfbot, G.—Agent, Governor-
General, 294; charges brought
against Mohan Lai*by, 295;
succeeds in hisaim, 298

Budh Singh.—dias Brahm Nath,
father of Mohan L ai, his persona-
lity, 3; sdsesthe mistress of the
Nawab, 8; loses his edtates, 8;
hisfamily reduced to poverty, 4,
takes service under Elphinstone,
4; admits Mohan Lai to the
Delhi College, 8.

Buftls—a Baluch tribe, fight of,
83,84.

Buldit.—aBaluch tribe, the terri-
tory of, 85

Burnea, Alexander —first meeting
with Mohan Lai, 11; secures
permission to travel in Central
Asia, 12; asumes Oriental
character, 20; puts on Afghan
dress, 22 ; visitsMurad Beg, 33 ;
opinion of his companions by,
40-1, givesamelon to daves, 41;
loses his pony, 43; leaves for
England, 44-5; leads a Mission
to Kabul; 94; retires from
Afghanistan, 108; appointed
assistant to Macnaghten, 113;
pn a diplomatic mission to
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Khairpur, 114; deputed to Kalat,
1224 ; accompanies Sale, 183 ;
examines forged letters, 185;
insulting behaviour of, 151 ;
disagreement with Macnaghten,
151 ; extractsfrom thediary of,
152-8, repongbility in the
intrigueswith Afghan women of,
156-8; partiality of, 158; cardess
ness of, 160; warnings ignored
by, 161-3; attack on the house
of, 164-5; murdered, 165 ; Mohan
Lal's medting with the father
of, 283

Caiman Das—an dfficar at Khulam,
30 ; helpsBurnes, 33.

Clerk, George—Agent, Governor-
General, 266, 267, 268. 269, 271..
272; at Karnal, 278; Mohan
Lal's srvices placed at the
digposal of, 279; appointed
lieutenant—governor, 279; offers
the pogt of deputy colector to
Mohan Lal, 280.

Conolly, J. B—asks Mohan Lal to
sure the assassination of rebe
leaders, 170-1.

Darapur —women of, 22.
Delhi Collefle.-6-10.
Derail Ghazi Khan.—trade of, 80-2

Dost Muhammad Khan.—the
ruler of Kabul, 25; invitesthe
party to dinner, 53; reception
of Burnesetc. by, 106 ; nephew
of, 128; appears in Kohistan,



193; surrenders himself to Macna-
ghten, 134 ; causes of the
unpopularity of, 139-41; restora-
tion of, 275; on the banks of the
Sutlej, 278.

Ellenborough, Lord -appreciation
of Mohan Lal's services by, 192

Elphinstone, Mountstuart —
Mohan Lal's father takes service
under him, 4; invitesMohan Lal
to Oakley, 288.

Far ah —the chief of, 50.

Fatah Jang.—son of Shah Shuja-ul-
Mulk, parades the streets of
Kabul, 166-7; promises help to
Khan Shinn Khan, 190-1; placed
on thethrone, 208 ; Akbar offers
terms to, 218-9; szed by
Akbar, 234.

Fitzgerald —likes Mohan La], 11 ;
encourages Mohan Lal to accom-
pany Burnes, 12.

Frederick William I V.—theKing
of Prussig, invites Mohan Lal to
dinner, 291 ; Mohan Ld receives
apicture of, 292.

Gerard, James Gilbert—joins
Burncs. 13, asumes Oriental
character, 20; puts on Afghan
dress, 22; at Herat, 46, writesa
letter about Mohan Lal, 54-5;
submits arepoit regarding Mohan
La, 57-60.

MI

Ghazni.—customs duty at, 52; fall
of, 185.

« %

Ghilzais—disturbancescreated by,
161; negotiations bresk down
with, 177 ; control of the road
by, 183 ; engaged to send secret
letters, 193.

Ghulam Hyder— the chief of
Ghazni taken prisoner, 129.

Ghulam Khan Popalsal.—works
against Dosi Muhammad Khan,
131

Goldney, P—appointed on the
commission to investigate into
Mohan La's clams, 312 ;
Deputy Commissioner at Lud-
hiana, 313 ; report of, 314.

Gotki —people of, 83-9.

Hari Singh Nalwa—receives
Burnes etc., 23 ; aweof, 47.

Hasan Abdal —a Sikh boy of, 22.
Hauz —thieves of, 49.

Her at —king of, 46, 48-9,59.
Hindu College—at Calcutta, 64.
Hindukush —pessage of, 29.

Hindus—of Usman Khatar, 22,
at Hazar Nao, 25; at Kabul,
27-8, of Haibak. 30; at Bokhara
36. 37. 38, a Sarakhs, 43;
seras built by, 46 ; a Rui, 48 ;
at Herat, 48, at Khail Akhund,
51

Hodges, R—head clerk in the
Ludhianaoffice, 264 ; recelves a
letter from Mohan Lal, 271 ;
relationship with Mohan Lal of,
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298; deputy collector at Kaithal,
293; charges brought againg,
2945 ; vidts Delhi, 822 ; hides
himsdfinacell, 823 ; murdered,
825.

Hyderabad ( Sind )—British
alliance with the Mire of. 114,
119-22.

Jabbar Khan Nawab.—brother of
Dost Muhammad K han, recaves
the travelers, 25 ; waits on
Macnaghten, 131 ; snds news
to Akbar, 176; quarrds with
Muhammad Zaman Khan, 190 ;
oppostion of, 206; appointed
city magistrate, 230

Jalalabad —Hindu temple of, 25;
Greek antiquities at, 55

Jews—at Bokhara, 36, 37, 38
Kabul —the people of. 27; trade of,

53-4; desrted appearance of,
210.

K alabagh.— description of, 103-4.

Kamar d.—beauty of thewomen of,
29; theruler of, 29.

Kandahar.—the chief of, 501 ;

capture of, 1257 ; troubles at,
1856.

Karamat All—applies for leave,
61-2.

Kashmiri Pandits—physique and
intellect ot, 1-2: a servant of
Mohan Lai, 30; boycott of

Mohan Lai by, 63, 66-1.
K hali Akhund —the people of, 51.
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Khairpur.—tradeof, 96-9; coercion
of the Mir of, 120-1.

Khan Shirln Khan.—head of the
Qizalbash tribe, shdters Mohan
L ai, 167; persuaded to surrender
Mohan Lai. 188—0; Jabbar
Khan's quarre with, 190;
attempt to harm him, 203;
deposed from the headship of
Qizalbashes, 230.

Khorasan—modeof travelingin,
34, pasing of davesthrough, 41.
Khulam.—slavemarket at 32
Khyber Pass —robbers of. 56
Lawrence, Sir John —ingructions
isued to Mohan Lil by, 313;
recommendation of, 318.
Macgregor.—raises money in
Kabul, 133; defends Jalalabad,
185 . letterswritten to, 188, aks
Mohan Lai to ga v in Kabul, 189;
grant of a testimonial by, 303;
recovery of some money by, 308

Mackeson, Frederick.—Agent on
the Indus, 68; resdence of, 90;
vistsBahawalpur, 114.

Macnaghten,  Sir  William.—
appointed Envoy at Kabul, 113;
migaken policy of, 147-40;
wrong impresson of, 159-60;
tries to bribe Afghans 175-6;
difficulties of, 178; negotiates
with Akbar, 178; murdered, 181;
a bill granted to Mohan Lai by,
263.

Mamdot.—a town in thePanjab,
68.
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Man! Ram.—grand - father of
Mohan Lal, 2.

Maaaon.—Collects Grecian cains,
62-8.

M asari.-a Bahichtribe, habits of,
73; robbers of, 82; customs and
manners of, 83-4; chief of, 84-5;
attack on Mithankot of. 93

M ehrab Khan.—the chief of Kalat,
British negotiationswith, 1234

Meshad —the people of, 45; the
darbar at, 46-7.
Mithankot —redlesness at, 83.

Muhammad Zaman Khan—
elopement of thewife of. 157,
saves Mohan Lal, 180; iseected
king, 208; defested by Akbar,
226; helps British prisoners,
241-2-

Mulla Shalcur— the minuter of
Shah Sbuja-ul-Mulk, mstigat'ons
againgt the English of, 1446«
dismissal of, 147

Multan.—trade of 74-8; dancing-
girlsof, 79.

Mnrtsa Shah Kashmiri.—depu-
ted to secure the liberty of the
British prisoners, 258, 260.261;
receives areward and a pension,
262.

Nourosiee  Fnrdoonjee —sarves
on the Kabul mission of Burnes,
95; at Bombay, 284

Patti—a stud of mares at, 16.
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Pollock, Major-General.—appre-
ciates Mohan Lal's services, 192;
writesto Akbar Khan, 197.

Pottinger, Sir Henry.—visits
Hyderabad (Sind), 114; succeeds
Macnaghten, 182; opens negotia-
tions with Akbar Khan, 182
Mohan L ai isentertained by, 290.

Qarahi.—dave market at. 35 6.

Ranjlt Singh, M ahar aj a —permits
Burnes to journey through the
Panjab, 15; receives thetraveller,
17; hunting excursion of, 18-9;
court and army of, 46-7; rela-
tionswith Mazaris of, 73; mests
the Governor-Genera), 112.

Richmond, A F.—Agent Governor-
Generd, 279.

Ruatam Khan.—the Mir of Khair-
pur, receives Burnes and his
party, 95; agrees to a treaty,
114-8; submissive attitude of,
>

Sabzalkot —agun at, 89.

Salah Muhammad.—takes charge
of British prisoners, 254; s
the prisoners free, 258; is re-
warded, 262

Sale, Sir Robert—defends Jalala-
bid, 18

Sawan Mai —the Governor of
Multan, theruleof, 71. 79,80.

Shahamat All—joins the Delhi
College, 8. visits Kabul, 132, at
Iniore, 283
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Shee, Mr*.—receives Barnes and | 285, 286. 287; Mohan Lal's
hisparty, 44. daughter educated in England
under the guardianship of, 309.

SMkar pur.—mer chants of, 69, 78, -
79.81: tradedf, 86-7: robberies Turkomans—manner of living of.

a8 345, 41-2.

Shujabad.—town of. 71-2. UsmanK han!—sappointed minigter,
147; wrong policy of, 148 50.
ShuJa-ul-Mulk-the King of

Afghanigtan, saysat Ludhiana, Usbege. —nature of. 30; local chief
111; accompanies the Army of of, 30-1; theruler of, HI.
thelndus, 112; dedared King of o Qg
Afghanistan, 126; enters Kabul, Vegusrfzr aaMgs:]erShail lé]GSkh amy,
132; complains againg Mohan T
Lal, 136-7, wrong palicy of, 1437, Wade, G. M.—political asigant at
favourable attitudeof, 200: pre- Ludhiana, 15; joins a hunting
parationsto march to Jalalabad excurson at Lahore, 18; recom-
of, 203; leaves Kabul, 207, mends Mohan Lal for a pog,
murdered, 207; jewellery of, 224. 61-2; ingructionsissued by, 69-
! _ 70; exorts Prince Timur to
Sind—danding in, &9. Kabul, 132; invites Mohan Lal

Sultan Muhammad Khan—the tz%énshaﬂemthelsleof Wwight,

Governor of Peshawar, person
and habitsof, 24; entertainment

of Burnes €. by, 56. Walidad Khan chief of Malagarh

near Bulandshahar, appointed

Thanesar —Brahminsof, 14. Governor of the Gangetic Doab,
325; sxidsapresnt to the col-
Trevelyan, Gharles Edward.— lector, 325; imprisons Mohan

a member on the committee of Lal, 326. forceand fort of, 327.
the Delhi English Colege 7;

patronisss Mohan Lal, 9, 63; Wolff, J—a missonary, reaches
weoomesMohan Lal in England, Kabul, 26.


















