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PREFACE

NORTH AMERICA has many aspects of peculiar interest to
Great Britain. Canada is in area the largest member of
the British Commonwealth. The continent as a whole
contains the greatest body of British peoples in the world.
European -mainly British—civilization, transplanted in
the New World, has developed along its own highly
individual lines. This book attempts to tell the story of
the growth of the North American countries, to depict the
outstanding characteristics of their present social and
economic development, and to suggest something of their
future possibilities -in brief, to encourage that under-
standing of North America so necessary to the peaceful
and orderly progress of the nations.

Many maps included in this volume are either absent
from the usual school atlas, or if included are drawn on
so small a scale as to be virtually useless for detailed
study. The photographic illustrations have been care-
fully selected from an enormous number available. The
descriptive notes accompanying most of the photographs
should prove helpful in the understanding of the main
points portrayed: the value of a photograph is greatly
enhanced if one knows what to sse The section on
Panama is essentially the same as that in the author's
South America  The importance of the Panama Canal
to both North and South America makes this overlap
desirable.

The material for the text has been gleaned from many
sources, but | must gratefully acknowledge in particular
the value of Professor J. Russell Smith's North America—
a book more interesting than most novels; the late
Professor A. P. Brigham's United Sates, the official
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NORTH AMERICA

publications of the Canadian Central and Provincial
Governments; and the Statesman's Year Book. My chap-
ters on Canada have been read and approved by several
officials at Canada House. | am greatly indebted to the
Consul-General for Mexico for a most thorough revision
of Chapter V I1, and for many helpful suggestions. Most
willing and valuable assistance has also been afforded by
the following: Professor R. N. Rudmose Brown; the
Consul-General for the United States; the Director of
Immigration and Colonization, Canada House; the
Canadian National Railways; the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way ; the Hudson's Bay Company; the New Y ork Central
Lines; the Associations of Commerce of Chicago, New
Orleans, and Colorado; the Chambers of Commerce of
Los Angeles, St Louis, and Seattle; the Northern Pacific
Railway; the West India Committee; the Manchester
Guardian Commercial', and the High Commissioner for
Newfoundland.
E. V. LANE

NOTE TO THE REVISED EDITION

A REPRINT having been called for, the opportunity has
been taken to revise the statistical detail, and to add
information upon certain American matters which have
arisen or become important since the first edition was
published. With these amendments the book is now fully
abreast of the times.

E.V.L.
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NORTH AMERICA

CHAPTERI
DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS is honoured as the discoverer of
America. By boldly entrusting his vessels to the steady
north-east trades he naturally reached the West Indies,
and, in later voyages, Central and South America. Al-
though Spain claimed the whole of the newly discovered
lands, her interests were confined almost wholly to the
tropical parts of the New World. It fell to the lot of the
peoples of Northern Europe—French, Dutch, British—
to explore and colonize the cooler territories of North
America. Indeed, the Norsemen had actually reached the
mainland of North America some 500 years before the
voyages of Columbus.

During the ninth and tenth centuries the Norsemen had
established many settlements in Iceland, to which they
were in a sense linked by the Shetland and Faroe Islands.
Iceland proved a convenient stepping-stone on the way to
Greenland, and ultimately North America. The high,
snow-capped plateau of Greenland was first sighted by
Gunnbjorn, one of the Norsemen of Iceland, and, acentury
later, Eric the Red, during three years of compulsory exile
—for manslaughter—explored the coasts of Greenland
(A.D. 982-985). Theswift East Greenland Current, which
for much of the year is filled with floating ice, flows from
the Arctic Ocean to Cape Farewell. Landing upon the
eastern side pf Greenland was therefore difficult, and,
helped by the current, Eric rounded Cape Farewell to the
more hospitable west coast. On his return to Iceland
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NORTH AMERICA

Eric induced a number of Norsemen to join him in a
colonizing expedition to Greenland. Two coastal settle-
ments were made, both west of Cape Farewell.

The map shows how close the Greenland settlements
were to North America. Indeed, Bjarne Grimolfsson, son
of one of the original settlers, was fog-bound on his way
from Iceland to Greenland, and a northerly wind carried
him to a coast of low, wooded hills—Newfoundland—
whence he steered north, sighting the coasts of Labrador
and Baffin Land before striking east for Greenland.

About the year A.D. 1001 Leif the Lucky, son of Eric
the Red, set off on a voyage of exploration of these new
coasts. To the south-east of Baffin Land, with its great
flat rocks, he gave the name Helluland {i.e, Slab-land).
Sailing south, he made a landing on a coast with wide,
sandy beaches, backed by woods, whence the name Mark-
land {i.e., Wood-land)—probably Nova Scotia. Continu-
ingtheir voyage, Leif and his companions spent the winter
in log-huts on the side of alagoon, in a pleasant land of
woods, grasses, wild grapes, and salmon. To this region
they gave the name Vinland {i.e, Vine-land). It was
probably part of the coast of Massachusetts, near Cape
Cod. Thorvald, brother of Leif, sailed to Vinland, and
spent two summers exploring the coasts, and attempts
were made to set up a permanent colony on this land,
which is said to have already provided cargoes of timber
of great value to the treeless settlements of Greenland.
But the small number of the colonists, the long distance
from their homelands, and the hostility of the natives
proved insurmountable obstacles. The Greenland settle-
ments themselves struggled on, but during the fifteenth
century they lost contact with Europe, and the knowledge
they had won of the New World was only preserved in
the Icelandic Sagas.

The voyages of Columbus were rapidly followed by the
discovery and conquest of the West Indies, Central
America, and Mexico. The natives of the West Indies
18



DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION

were enslaved for the mining of precious metals, and when
the islands had been thus depopulated the Spaniards
introduced African slaves for plantation work.

Florida, discovered in 1512, was long believed to hold
vast stores of wealth, similar to those of Mexico and Peru.
Of several disastrous expeditions into Florida and the
northern shores of the Gulf of Mexico that of Ferdinand
de Soto—a companion of Pizairro during the conquest of
Peru—is the most interesting. Sailing from Cuba in
May, 1539, de Soto landed in Western Florida, and, like
Cortes, sent his fleet back to Cuba to make retreat im-
possible. After a year spent among the forests and
swamps of the unhealthy coastal plains the Spaniards
marched north to the southern end of the Appalachian
Ranges. Turning west from this barrier, de Soto led his
weary men across the plains, their march constantly ham-
pered by the attacks of Indians. After crossing the
Alabama river the Spaniards at last came upon the broad,
yellow flood of the mighty Mississippi—"Father of
Waters," asthe Indians had named it. Barges were made
to carry men and horses across, and the journey was con-
tinued northintoathinly peopled region of native hunters.

Striking west of the great river, the Spaniards succeeded
inliving for a year by plundering the native villages of
the Ozark Plateau. But, having lost all hope of finding
wealth, de Soto at last turned south for the Gulf of
Mexico, only to die, a victim of fever and despair, in
May 1542. The difficulties of attempting to follow the
Mississippi, with its great loops and forested, swampy
banks, induced the Spaniards to journey west once more,
but, finding the land increasingly sterile, they returned to
the Mississippi, built seven frail ships, and sailed back to
the Gulf of Mexico after four years of profitless wandering
and incredible hardships.

Spain retained Florida, except for abrief period,* until

! Florida pased to Er_lﬁ;land at the Peace of Pans in 1763, but
reverted to Spam at Versailles in 1783.

19
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1819, when she sold it to the United States. Spanish
Jesuits and Franciscans set up missions on the Pacific
coast of California during the eighteenth century, but
Spanish influence in what is now the United States has
been small. The pioneer efforts of the Spaniards, however,
are for ever recorded in names like San Francisco (St
Francis), Los Angeles (The Angels), and San Diego (St
James).

Once the wealth of the New World had been realized
other Europeans were unlikely to respect the Spanish
claim to all lands west of the line which by the Treaty of
Tordesillas (1494) demarcated the unknown world into
Portuguese and Spanish spheres. The activities of English
and French pirates and buccaneers on the Spanish Main
were the direct result of the attempt to keep all the trade
and wealth for Spain alone. The English were rather late
in their efforts at exploration, and the opening up—but
not the colonization—of North America was largely the
work of the French. As early as 1504 Normans and
Bretons were fishing in the seas round Newfoundland.
The first great French explorer was Jacques Cartier, a
Breton fisherman, sent out in 1534 by Francis, King of
France, to found a French colony. After exploring the
coasts of Newfoundland Cartier crossed the Gulf of St
Lawrence to the much more attractive shores of the main-
land, with its very warm summers—whence the name
Chaleur Bay (Bay of Warmth)—fine forests, wild corn,
fruits, and flowers. Carrier's favourable report of the
country led to his dispatch in the following year with a
second expedition. On this voyage he sailed up the St
Lawrence, making friends with the Indians of avillage
called Stadacona, the site of Quebec City, and penetrating
in small boats to the great Indian town of Hochelaga, at
the foot of a hill whose slopes were covered with planta-
tions of maize. Cartier called the hill "Mont Real/'
whence the name of the great city of Montreal. To part
of the land near Quebec Cartier gave the Indian name
20
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NORTH AMERICA

of Canada, a word that possibly meant 'village." In
1540 Cartier was sent out with athird expedition of five
ships, with the ambitious aims of founding colonies, dis-
covering a westerly route to Asia, and converting the
heathen. This expedition was a failure, but it paved the
way for others.

The French control of the St Lawrence region owed
much to Samuel de Champlain, a brave and intelligent
sailor who had come over with the French settlers in
Acadia (now Nova Scotia). Champlain sailed up the St
Lawrence as Cartier had done, and at once perceived the
great strategic value of the lofty cliffs situated at the point
where the river narrows® to about a mile in width. Here
in 1608 Champlain founded a wooden fortress-settlement,
later to develop into Quebec City. He regarded his
fortress as a base from which he might find a westerly
route to China and the East Indies; it would aso control
the fur trade brought to the St Lawrence by many tribu-
taries; finally it would serve as a centre from which
missionaries might convert the Indians. Champlain made
friends with the Algonquins, but by so doing aroused the
enmity of the powerful and fierce Iroquois Indians, who
frequently raided the settlement. The severe winters, the
difficulty of maintainingfood-supplies, the dreadful disease
of scurvy, and the treachery of some of his followers all
added to the hardships of Champlain and his little band
of only twenty-seven men.

On May 28, 1609, Champlain set out with a party of
friendly Indians to explore farther inland by the St
Lawrence. Reaching the mouth of the tributary after-
wards called the Richelieu, the party entered Lake Cham-

! No fewer than five derivations have been suggested for the name
Canada: (1) Algonquin, cantata = 'welcome' (the Indian greeting to
Cartier); (2) Iroquois, canatha — 'a collection of huts', (3) Spanish,
acanada = ‘there is nothing there' (i.e, no sign of gold); (4) Portu-
guese, Canada = 'narrow passage’; (5) Basque, Canada = 'canal.'
The last two would refer to the St Lawrence.

2 The Indian name Quebec means 'The Narrows.'
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DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION

plain. To avoid meeting the hostile Iroquois it was
decided to hide in the woods by day, and paddle along
the lake at night. One evening, however, they encoun-
tered the Iroquois, and next day, thanks to the few
arquebuses—old heavy firearms—of the' French, the
chiefs of the Iroquois were slain, and their followers fled.

In 1627 New France was entrusted to the Company of
One Hundred Associates, a French company which had
a monopoly of trade throughout the region, and only
permitted French Roman Catholics to become settlers.
Samuel de Champlain was appointed Governor, an office
which he held until his death in 1635, except for a brief
period after his capture by an English fleet sent out to
support the French Protestants.

In 1642 the French established another settlement,
mainly for mission work, 200 miles up the St Lawrence
from Quebec. Thus Montreal was founded.

Having occupied the region of the Great Lakes, the
French soon heard of the mighty river that flowed south-
ward, and possibly (it was thought) to the Pacific Ocean.
Joliet, a fur-trader, was dispatched in 1673 by the Gover-
nor of Canada to explore the Mississippi. With Father
Marquette, a Jesuit missionary, and five other men, Joliet
set out with two birch-bark canoes. From Green Bay, in
the north-west of Lake Michigan, the explorers paddled
up the Fox r|ver and carried their craft about a mile
across a portage ! to the river Wisconsin. Helped by the
current, the little party reached the Mississippi, and for
nearly a month they journeyed south, through woodlands,
prairies, and marshy cane-brakes, on past the point where
the turbulent, yellow Missouri—"Great Muddy River"—
enters the pIaC|d waters of the Mississippi. Beyond the
confluence of the Arkansas’ the Frenchmen dared not

1 A portage is a place where the, water-divide between two adjacent
streams is low enough to permit of the carrying (‘' portage') of a small
boat from one stream to the other.

2 Pronounced "Arkansaw."
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venture, for friendly Indians warned them of the fierce
tribes, armed with guns obtained from the Spaniards,
that occupied the lands near the Gulf. The return voyage
to Green Bay, against the current, occupied two months.

The pioneer voyage of Joliet was followed by the much
more ambitious work of Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle,
who had come from France to the small fur-trading post of
Montreal in 1666. A preliminary exploration of the Ohio
—"Beautiful River"—and the Illinois so impressed him
that he returned to France to gain permission of Louis
X1V to establish colonies. On his return to Canada La
Sdle attempted an expedition to the Mississippi, setting
out from Montreal in 1679. From the southern end of
Lake Michigan the canoes were carried over a portage to
the lllinois. The severity of the winter, the loss of a ship
he had built on the Niagara river, above the Falls, fear
of the Indians, and the desertion of his men, all combined
to delay the voyage down the Mississippi, and it was not
until April 1682 that La Salle had the satlsfactlon of
setting up near one of the delta distributaries’ of the
Mississippi a column inscribed with the royal arms of
France and the name of her king. On behalf of Louis X 1V
La Salle claimed the whole basin of the Mississippi and
its tributaries, bestowing upon it the appropriate name of
Louisiana.

La Salleintended to secure the interior of North America
by establishing a chain of forts and colonies, including one
at the south of the Mississippi. So he brought three
vessels from France to the Gulf of Mexico in 1684, and,
carefully avoiding the Spaniards, tried to find the Mis-
sissippi delta. The whole venture ended in disaster. La
Salle was shot dead by a mutinous follower while crossing
the prairies towards the Mississippi, and the ill-starred
colony was decimated by disease, and finally annihilated
by Indians.

! The various channels of a delta are called ' distributaries' because
they distribute the water through many outlets.
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DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION

Within 150 years French explorers and soldiers had
gained control of the vast basins of the St Lawrence, with
the Great Lakes, and the Mississippi-Missouri, territories
of immense potential wealth, with conditions admirably
suited for white settlement. Fur-traders set up trading-
posts in the St Lawrence valley, along the shores of the
Great Lakes, and round the headwaters of the Ohio and
Mississippi, carrying on aprofitable trade. Jesuit mission-
aries,® men of inspired bravery and unflinching purpose,
endured indescribable hardships and fiendish tortures in
their efforts to convert the warlike Indians.

France, like Spain, had within her grasp a mighty
empire in the New World. To-day France—like Spain—
holds not one square mile of territory on the mainland
of North America. The French hold upon North America
was weak. Frenchmen in general are loath to leave their
homeland, and settlers in the new lands were all too few
—indeed, the French territories were too big for effective
control. The French were trying to set up an empire
dominated by the King and Church, centred in Paris; no
serious attempt was made to found a freely developing
colony, with some measure of independence. Finally,
Louis X IV was more interested in the extension of French
dominion in Europe than in remote lands across the
Atlantic. Consequently, when thevital struggle for posses-
sion of North America took place France lost her grip, and
the country fell to a peoplewith a greater geniusfor perma-
nent settlement and development in independent colonies.

The only part of North America not claimed by the
French or Spaniards was the comparatively narrow strip
along the Atlantic shores, shut off from the west by the
forested ranges of the Appalachians. In 1609 Henry
Hudson, an Englishman commanding a ship belonging to
the Dutch East India Company, sailed up the river now
known by his name in search of a westward route to the

! The Refugees, by the late Sir A. Conan Doyle, gives avivid picture
of the work of these gallant missionaries.
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Indies. The shallowness of the river near the site of
Albany made him give up the quest. But Hudson had
opened a door for Dutch settlement. A Dutch colony—
New Amsterdam—was soon founded on Manhattan®
Island, at the mouth of the Hudson, and in 1624 settlers
established Fort Orange (later called Albany), which
became a fur-trading post. In 1662 another Dutch colony
was set up at Schenectady,” commanding the narrow
Mohawk Gap through the mountains, leading west to the
Great Lakes and the heart of North America. New
Amsterdam became the capital of a Dutch colony called
New Netherlands. This did not long remain Dutch, for
in 1664 an English squadron seized New Amsterdam, and
in the Peace of Breda (1667) Holland renounced her claim
to the colony. New Amsterdam was renamed New Y ork,
in honour of the Duke of York (later James I 1).

At the time when Columbus was vainly seeking some
one to fit out his expedition there was living in Bristol a
Venetian named John Cabot, who had come to England
in 1484. Cabot too believed that a shorter route to the
Far East would be across the western ocean, but before
he could fulfil his plans for avoyage of discovery the news
came that Columbus had reached the Indies. Cabot and
his friends were stirred to action, and King Henry V11,
ready to support any enterprise that promised wealth,
granted a charter to Cabot, giving him authority "to
seeke out, discover and finde whatsoever isles, countries,
regions or provinces of the heathen and infidels, which
before this time have been unknown to all Christians/'
Under the terms of the charter all new lands were to be
claimed for England; Cabot and his three sons were to

! The name Manhattan has acurious origin. Hudson invited certain
Indian chieftains to meet him on the island, and, in order to secure
tha&goodv_vnl, freely sugplledthem withdrink. The Indiansthereupon
called the island "Manhattan," meaning, in colloquial English, 'the
islgnd where we all got tight'! ) )

The accent is on the second syllable. This Indian name means,
very appropriately, 'gateway/
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have control of trade with the new territories, all goods
having to pass through Bristol free of customs dues; and
Henry himself was to receive one-fifth of the profits from
the sale of these imported goods.

On May 2, 1497, Cabot sailed from Bristol in the
Mathew, a tiny vessel of less than 100 tons burthen, with
a crew of eighteen. Cabot shaped his course on a much
more northerly route than that of Columbus. At dawn
on June 24 the coast of Newfoundland was sighted, and
alittlelater the north of Cape Breton Island. Here Cabot
unfurled the Royal Standard, and took possession of the
country in the name of Henry V1 1. Finding afertile soil
and temperate climate, Cabot was convinced that he had
reached North-eastern Asia. Still seeking a way to China
and India, he sailed first in a northerly direction, only to
be turned back by drifting ice, and then southward,
discovering not only Labrador, but aso Nova Scotia.
Cabot thus discovered the mainland of America before
Columbus, who first sighted it on his third voyage, in
1498, the year in which the Cabots made their second
voyage to Canada.

The attempt to find a route to the Indies had failed,;
the newly discovered lands appeared unproductive, and
were inhabited by savages, of whom Cabot brought three
to England. But his report of the abounding wealth of
fish, especially cod, round Newfoundland attracted many
English and French fishermen. No effort at colonization
was made, however, until 1583, when Sir Humphrey
Gilbert set out to found a colony north of Florida. On
reaching St John's, the headquarters of the fishermen,
Gilbert formally claimed the land for Queen Elizabeth.
Of his three ships one was wrecked on the way to Nova
Scotia, and his own tiny craft, of ten tons only, foundered
during the return voyage, only one vessel reaching
Falmouth in safety.

Sir Walter Raleigh, who assisted Gilbert in the pre-
parations for his voyage, was an enthusiastic believer in
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colonization, but his attempts to colonize Virginia—so-
called in honour of Queen Elizabeth—were doomed to
failure. The name Virginia was applied to the whole
coastal region from Florida to Acadia.

Successful settlements were first established in the
period of the Stuart kings. During the reign of James |
several companies were formed, their main object being
to secure profitsfrom trading and mining. Unfortunately,
the majority of the emigrants were seeking riches, not a
new home, while many were idle, good-for-nothing scamps.
The most successful venture was that of the Jamestown
Colony, which owed a great deal to Captain John Smith,
a brave and wise leader. Most of the settlers were seeking
easily acquired wealth, after the manner of the Spaniards
but Smith convinced them that their only chance of
prosperity lay in hard work. After a disastrous start the
colony became rich through its tobacco trade.

Thefirst true English colonization, aiming at permanent
settlement on the land rather than profitable trade, was
that of the Pilgrim Fathers, a body of one hundred Puri-
tans who sailed from Plymouth in the Mayflower in 1620.
During the first winter half their number perished, but
their dour spirit could not be subdued, and their colony
of Massachusetts prospered. The Pilgrim Fathers had left
England in order to enjoy religious freedom. They did
not, however, in their new home extend that tolerance to
others, who therefore founded separate colonies in Rhode
Island, Connecticut, New Hampshire, and New Haven.

From time to time other English colonies came into
being: Maryland (1632); Carolina (1663); New Jersey
(1665); Pennsylvania (1681) and Delaware (1682), two
most prosperous, well-governed colonies, founded and or-
ganized by the great Quaker, William Penn; and Georgia
(1732).

The Appalachian barrier can be crossed easily only at
two points: one where the river Mohawk enters the
Hudson; the other by the valleys of the Hudson and
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Richelieu rivers to the St Lawrence near Montreal. The
French, aided by their Indian allies, for along time barred
these routes. English colonization was thus restricted to
the land east of the Appalachians, where the colonists
could devote themselves to agriculture, and build up a
settled government with sufficient unity and strength,
first, to drive back the French from the Ohio valley, and
so help to break their power, and then to make themselves
independent of Great Britain.

While the English were building up their coastal
colonies the French were developing the fur trade in the
interior. Two Frenchmen, Radisson and Groseilliers, who
possessed intimate knowledge of vast areas in the heart
of the continent, tried to induce their countrymen to fit
out an expedition to Hudson Bay—where Henry Hudson
had been left to perish by his crew in 1611—for the further
extension of the fur trade. Failing to interest the French,
Radisson and Groseilliers got into touch with Prince
Rupert and Charles Il of England. From their joint
efforts there arose in 1670 the Company of Adventurers
of England trading into Hudson's Bay, Prince Rupert
being the first Governor. Under the terms of the Royal
Charter Charles granted to the Company

the sole Trade and Commerce of all those Sess Streights,
Bays, Rivers, Lakes, Creeks, and Sounds, m whatsoever
Latitude they shall be, that lie within the entrance of the
Streights commonly called Hudson's Streights, together
with all the Lands, Countries and Territories, upon the
Coadts and Confines of the Seas Streights, Bays, Lakes,
Rivers, Creeks and Sounds, aforesaid, which are not now
actually possessed by any of our subjects, or by any of the
Subjects of any other Christian Prince or State.

A glance at a map of North America reveals what an
immense area was thus allotted to the Company, which
naturally prospered. Toitstiny fortsthe Indians brought
skins, walrus ivory, and dried fish, to receive in return
guns, powder, knives, blankets, tea, sugar, etc.
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Throughout its long history the Hudson's Bay Company
has played a great part in the exploration of Northern
and Western Canada, as its trading posts were set up
little by little throughout those vast territories. One of
the aims of the Company was set forth in the Charter as
"the Discovery of a new Passage into the South Sea."*
The finding of such a north-west passage absorbed the
attention of many brave explorers, among them Sir
Martin Frobisher (1576 and 1577), and Sir Francis Drake,
who sailed north from Mexico, his ship laden with spoils
from the Spaniards. He refitted his ship in a splendid
harbour—probably that of San Francisco—and claimed
the territory, "New Albion" as he called it, for Queen
Elizabeth. Failingtofind apassagetothe North Atlantic,
he sailed home by way of the East Indies and Cape of
Good Hope, thus completing his voyage round the world
(1577-80). In 1592 Juan de Fuca reached Vancouver
Island, and believed the straits to be part of a great
inland sea

A real advance in the attempt to find a north-west
passage was made by the three voyages of John Davis
in 1585, 1586, and 1587, for he reached latitude 72° 12' N.
in Davis Strait. Henry Hudson in 1610 penetrated to
Hudson Bay, and six years later William Baffin dis-
covered Lancaster Sound, the entrance to the passage he
sought, but penetrated still farther north, to Smith Sound.

During the nineteenth century many expeditions were
dispatched to the Arctic regions of North America, the
most noted being that of Sir John Franklin, 1845-47, from
which none of the party returned. The discoveries of
many search expeditions greatly added to our knowledge
of Northern Canada and its seas. One of these expeditions,
led by R. McClure, starting from Bering Strait, did at last
get through the North-west Passage (1850-54), partly by
sea, partly on foot. The full passage in a ship was not
accomplished until 1903, when Captain Roald Amundsen

! |.e, the Pacific Ocean.
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sailed in the Gjoa from the Atlantic, and emerged from
the Arctic Ocean by way of Bering Strait. But the long-
sought North-west Passage was obviously of no value as
a trade route. The quickest passage on record was made
in the summer of 1929 by a steam vessel of the Hudson's
Bay Company, which sailed from Vancouver through
Bering Strait, and joined forces with two motor-craft near
Victorialsland and King William Island.

The basins of the St Lawrence, Great Lakes, and
Mississippi bear indications of French exploration and
occupation in names like Montreal, Sault Sainte Marie,
Louisville, St Louis, Louisiana, and New Orleans. In the
same way Northern Canada, in the names of its many
islands, straits, and bays, bears an undying record of the
names of brave explorers who ventured into the unknown
during the past four centuries, impelled by desire for trade
or love of discovery.

EXERCISES

1. Draw a map to illustrate the discovery, exploration, and
early settlement of North America.

2. Write brief accounts of (a) French and (b) British explora-
tion and early settlement m North America, pointing out any
significant contrasts.

3. Compile brief notes on the work of de Soto, Cartier, Cham-
plain, La Salle, and Cabot.

4 Point out the important differences and inaccuracies in the
eighteenth-century map (Fig. 2) when compared with a modern
map.
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CHAPTER Il
THE SURFACE OF NORTH AMERICA

SHAPE, SIZE, POSITION, COASTS

NORTH AMERICA resembles South America in consisting of
a land mass broad in the north and tapering to the south.
The mainland, if one includes Central America, extends
in latitude from about 8° N. (Gulf of Panama) to 72° N.
(Boothia Peninsula, where lies the North Magnetic Pole),
beyond which there are many islands, including Green-
land, and some land reaching to 83°N., or less than
500 miles from the Pole. Thus the mainland extends
through mo