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FOREWORD

BY

Rao Bahadur
Dr. S. Krishnaswami Aiyangar,
M.A., Ph.D, M.R.A. S, F.R, Hist. S, F. A. S. B.

I have great pleasure in contributing this
foreword to an account of Aliya Ramaraja of
Vijayanagar in Telugu by my friend, Mr. T. Siva
sankaram of Penukonda. Mr.Sivasankaram needs
no introduction to those interested in Vijayanagar
History. He is well known as one of those
taking a deep interest in matters like this, having
the means and finding the leisure to utilise
to purpose the local knowledge and information
collected from various sources to bear upon the
subject. He is well read in Telugu, and com-
mands a literary style likely to be appreciated
by lovers of Telugu literature. It is indeed kind
of him to have asked for this foreword, and I
accede to his request with great pleasure.

The booklet runs to very near 200 pages,
of which almost a half is devoted to the previ-
ous history of Vijayanagar including in it an
account of its foundation, its growth under the
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first dynasty of Vijayanagar up to the reign of
the great Devaraya II, the rise of the Saluva
and Tuluva dynasties, bringing the account
down to thedeath of the great Krishnadevaraya.
In this part, the account, though brief, is, on the
whole, clear and fairly correct, having regard to
the material at our disposal. It could have been
more elaborate, but the purpose of the author is
merely to provide the background for describ-
ing the career of the dominant personality he
has chosen for treatment. While on the whole
the account may be regarded as satisfactory,
the part dealing with the rise ot Saluva Nara-
simha to power and the assistance he received
from Narasa Nayaka of the Tuluva dynasty
ought to have been a little more elaborate to
avoid the possibility that there is of the unwary
reader misunderstanding the position to some
extent. Of course, as was stated above already,
this part is merely introductory to that which
follows, and the want of elaboration may readily
be excused therefore. In an account of Rama-
raya, the rise to power of the Nayak of Madura,
Nagama Nayaka, and more particularly his son
Visvanatha Nayaka, is to a great extent appro-
priate. Mr. Sivasankaram takes the right line,
although perhaps he does not indicate it quite
clearly in his narrative, that the disturbances in
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the last years of the reign of Krishnadevaraya
were probably the influencing causes that led FO
the unsatisfactory condition of the Nayakship
of Madura at the time. Though he does not state
it in so many words, he gives sufficient indica-
tion that it is Achyuta’s reorganisation of th}:
southern part of the empire that was responsi
ble for the rise to prominence of Visvanath&
Nayaka. It is from this period that Ramaraja
comes into prominence. Even so, we do not
hear of him till some years after the accession
of Achyuta to the throne. The actual occasion
that called for the emergence of Rama and his
brothers into importance seems really to have
been the maladministration brought about by the
brother-in-law of Achyuta, the elder of the two
who bore the same name, who is described by
historians as “The mad” Tirumala. The attempt
that this Salakam Tirumala made to concentrate
all power into his own hands, and ultimately
even to extend an invitation to the neighbouring
Sultans for support ending in the assasination
of the young ruler Venkatadri, son of Achyuta
naturally- provided the occasion. Ramaraya's
emergence therefore is that of a saviour of the
empire, both from an usurpation and from the
intrusion, not merely of the influence but of the

actual power of the Adil Shah in the immediate
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neighbourhood. Rama’s relationship with the
royal family, his disintercsted cfforts to bring
about the succession of Sadasiva, and the carry-
ing on of the administration in the earlier years
solely in the interests of the empire, all indicate
that he probably had no idea of usurping the
imperial position. The actual exercise of power
through critical staxes of the history of the em-
pire over a stretch of years seems gradually to
have developed along the lines of not merely
putting all power into his own hands, but even
of his being made to stand before the world as
the representative of the imperial power of Vija-
yanagar that ultimately brought about the actual
usurpation, of which the only indication is the
imprisonment of Sadasiva, though we do not

know for certain when actually he was impriso-
ned and whether he was actually thrown into

what might be called a prison. That Sadasiva
was reduced to the position of a nonentity is
quite clear. That position may have been
forced upon Ramaraja and his brothers by the
circumstances of the times. Mr. Sivasankaram
points out in his account that at one time, early
in his career, even his brothers were dissatisfied
with the treatment accorded to the monarch. If
that could 'be substantiated, Ramaraja would

have to be regarded as having delibirately usur-
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ped the position. Just a littlc over 100 pages of
the book is devoted to a detailed description ot
the career and the campaigns of Rama and his
brothers in the interests of the empire. The
geveral wars between the various Bahmani
Kingdoms and the effective intervention under-
taken by Vijayanagar in these wars, and the
ultimate commanding position achieved by
Vijayanagar in Dekhan politics as a consequence
thereof are all described with a certain amount

of fullness and clearness.

Mr. Sivasankaram seems to lay himself
.out to show that in the ultimate combination of
the Muhammadans and the war that resulted
in consequence even, the dominent motive was
nothing religious. He gives a certain number
-of instances to prove that in the daysof Vijaya-
nagar Empire, hostility to the Muhammadans
as such was not a part of administrative policy.
That particular point hardly needs any demon-
stration as even before the days of Vijayanagar
that was more or less the policy of the Hindu
rulers, and the Muhammadan subjects of the

empire were generally fairly treated and
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allowed a considerable amount of freedom.
This was extended even to foreign settlers.
engaged in commerce, whether they were
Muhammadans or Christians. That does not
necessarily prove that religious fanaticism did
not form part of the prc;vocation that brought
about the ultimate combination against Vijaya-
nagar. So far as the Nizam Shah was concer-
ned, one may regard that the personal humilia-
tion and successive defeats that he suffered
would be sufficient to explain his hostility.
But what does need explanation is why the
neighbouring Islamic states, which exhibited
amore or less consistent friendship towards
Vijayanagar, such as the Adil Shahi Bijapur
and the Qutub Shahi Golkonda should have
so readily and heartily joined in the combina-
tion. This position may perhaps require
further exploration by Mr. Sivasankaram
himself.

Writing a life of Ramaraya, as Mr. Siva-
sankaram does, the reader may sometimes
feel that he is making too much of a hero of

Ramaraya. A careful reading will however,
show that there was enough in Ramaraya to
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deserve the portraiture, and, on the whole,
Mr. Sivasankaram’s estimate may be regarded
as fairly correct, though some explanation as
to why he did not provide himself against so
much hostility in his neighbours would have
been in place. Ramaraja’s interference in the
Muhammadan kingdoms was not always of
his own seeking, and intervention in behalf of
one as against another, and the resulting dis-
comfiture are likely to be causes of provocation.
Repititions of this however brought about,
would certainly leave irritation behind. That
seems quite enough to account for the harted
that the Nizam Shah conceived against him,
and the common danger that there was on
his achieving a dominence. which would put
all the Muhammadan states in a position of
established inferiority to the Hindu power
would be sufficient to explain the dissatisfac-
tion felt by the other powers that ultimately
combined with Ahmadnagar.,

On the whole, Mr. Sivasankaram hag
done his self-imposed task quite well from hig
own point of view, through perhaps it woulq
have been better { he had devoted a smaller
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proportion of the book to the anterior history
of Vijayanagara, and brought in more details
from Telugu literature with which he is
thoroughly acquainted, into the Life of Rama-
raja himself to have given us a fuiler portrai-
ture of the Raya. We congratulate him on
his achievement and leave the suggestion to

him to carry out, as soon as a new edition
of the work should be called for, which we
hope will soon be the case.

12th g atSS: m,g 37 } S. KRISHNASWAMI
ctober 1931.
Mylapore, Madras. S. AYENGAR.
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