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BY

S. N. TADAPATRIKAR, M. A,

I-INTRODUCTORY

1. Vasudeva has been, ever since the 3rd or 4th century B. C.
or even before the advent of Buddhism, worshipped by & great
number of Indians, who called themselves Bhagavatas, devotees
of Bhagavat, the supreme Godhead. They took Vasudeva to be the
creator of the worlds and beings, the disposer of destinies, and
had identified him with Krsna,—in fact, believed that Krsra of the
Mahabharata and the Puranas, Krsna, the preacher of the message
of Bhagavadgitd, was this same Vasudevs, the Yadava bero, who
had come down as an incarnation of the Great God Vispu Nara-
yana, and it was with this complete identification at heart, that a
great literature of the Bhagavatas was composed in the medisoval
period. The sentiment of devotion, once rooted, spread in all
its branches over the whole of India, and Ramanuja and Madhva
in the South, Ramananda, Mirabai, Kabir, Vallabha, and the
saints in Mathura in the North, and Caitanya in the East, all
contributed to bhagavatise the whole of India till the 16th
century, when the Maratha saints tcok up the flag, and calling
Vitthala, the Krsna of the Kali age, took the message of devoticn
to the most illiterate masses. Curiously enough, the Bhagavata
religion had among its followers, some foreign converts too, and
the eagle pillar erected by Holiodorus' at Besnagar in the 2nd
century B. C.,, and Mahomedans? becoming Bhagavata saints in
the 16th century and onwards, are instances to quote.

As was natural, the original tenets of the Bhagavata religion
were, during the course of time, mixed up with other principles,
and ultimately the principles of utmost devotion only remained

1 R. G. B. Works, vol. IV, p. 14,

2 Maharastra Sarasvata, pp. 198-£00 Shaikh Mahamad ; p. 519 Bhaikh Bultan
P. 522, Shaha Muni,

&u.
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common to all the followers. The philosophies of Ramanuja, and
Madhva, the different forms of worship among the different
sub-sects of the Bhiagavatas, all go to prove this; so that even
among the followers of Samkara, the great Advaita preacher, there
are many who call themselves Bhagavatas, professing that, devo-
tion to the God, is not discordant with extreme monism, and it
is of interest to note that regular efforts have been made to prove
that it is so. Tt is not within the province of the present thesis
to go into any details thereof, the foregoing being meant only to
serve as a general trace of the spread of the Bhagavata religion.

2. Although there were among these millions, scholars of
great intellect, who wrote many learned works on this religion,
none ever had the slightest doubt about the identification of
Vasudeva, Krsna, Narayana, and Visnu, and it was only during
the last century, when the critical analysis of the Western
scholars put the whole material to test, that doubts were raised
a8 to whether all these were from the first identical, or any stages
could be traced out to show the devclopment of the Bhigavata
ideas about their Supreme God ; and though many have collected
and classified material to draw conclusions from, still no satis-
factory solution has been arrived at, and the Krgna problem
stands at the present day, as uncertain, as it did at the beginning
of the investigation. .

To give an idea of the work done in this line, the late
8ir R. G. Bhandarkar,' in his Report on the search for Sanskrit
MSS. for 1883-84, gave an outline” of his theory which placed
two alternatives hefore the world: (i) that the Satvata prince
Krsna himself founded the system, or (ii) that he was dJeified
after his death, and a system developed round him. Prof. Jacobi
in his learned article® on ' Incarnation ( Indian),’ rejects the first
alternative as a ““ scarcely tenable '’ one, and endorses the second
with certain modifications. His arguments and conclusion can
be summarised as follows :—

1 Quoted by Jacobi, E, R. k. vol. T p. 196, and now published in R. G. B,
Works, vol. II, pp. 58-291.

2 Op.ocit, p.193.
3 E. R. E, vol. 7pp. 193-197,
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“ When Nirayana, Visnu became the supreme deity, ‘the
Creator and Lord of the world, he stepped into the place of
Prajapati, the Creator of the period of the Brahmanas, who ascribe
to Prajapati, the Kurma and Vardha incarnations,and represent
him as taking one form or other for some special purpose, and
the deeds of Prajapati were transferred to Narayana.

“ The wide-spread worship of Krsna, as a tribal hero
and demi-god and his subsequent identification with Nara-
yana the supreme Lord of creation in that period, gave
birth to the theory of incarnation, not as a philosophi-
eal speculation of learned mythologists and theologists, but as
the great principle pervading and upholding a popular religion.
Krsnaism, in this sense, prevailed in India probably centuries
before the beginning of our era. Compare : Chandogya Upanisad,
III. XVII. 6, where Ghora Angirasa imparted a particular piece
of secret knowledge to Krsna, the son of Dewaki. Here Krgna is
still regarded as & man and not a god.

“ When the Vedic period drew towards the end, Vasudeva was
considered an equal of Narayapa'and Visnu,~ compare, Tait. Aran.
X.1i. 6, where Visudeva is mentioned as a god, together with Nara-
yapa and Visnu, apparently as mystically identical. Panini
regards, ( IV. iii. 98 ) Vasudeva as a person of the highest rank,
probably a god ; but Krsna, the son of Devakl was still regarded,
1n the Vedic period, as a wise man inquiring into the highest
truth, and only at some later time was he put on an equality with
Visnu. Vasudeva, the god, and Krsna, the sage, were originally
different from one another and only afterwards became, by a
syncretism of beliefs, one deity, thus giving rise to, or bringing
to perfection, a theory of incarnation.

“Vasudeva is called Vasubhadra ( Bhasa, Ditavikya V.6 ) :
compare this with Manibhadra, who is spelt Mani®in Jainapra-
krita ; compare also Balabhadra, his brother’s name :so Vasudeva
derived from ‘ Vasu®’ seems to be the original name. If this
etymology is right, we must agsume that the story of his being
the son of a Knight Vasudeva is not true, and the name of his
father seems to have been developed from his very name Vaisu-
deva. In support of this, oldest tradition does not mention
Krena's father, but mother, calling him son of Devak!,
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“ The Mahabhirata and Puranas reveal Krsna to us as a man,
certainly not eminently good, but a crafty chief who is not over-
scrupulous in his choice of means for accomplishing his ends.
Visnu P. IV. 13 undertakes vindication of the character of Krsna;
Jains assuming nine Vasu®, Vasu®, Bala®’, and Prativasu®, pre-
suppose the worship of Krsna as a very popular religion of
India, and hence the Christian influence assumed by Weber is
excluded by chronological considerations.”

R. G. Bhandarkar has dealt with this problem with details
in his “Vaisnavism and Saivism etec. ”:

P. 3-Vasudeva worship mentioned with others in the Buddhist
oannon Niddesa of the 4th century B. C.P. 4, —Insoription at
Ghosundi, 200 years B. C. mentions the construction of a wall
round the hall of worship of Samhkarsana and Vasudeva. P.5-
Pataiijali, on the Panini siitra, saying that Visudeva is not a
Ksattriya of the name, but the worshipful one. Pp. 6.-11-The
Narayanlya section of the Mahabhirata XII, summarised with
the concluding remark :-*‘ It thus appears that a religion of
devotion arose in earlier times, but it received a definite shape,
when Visudeva related the Gitd to Arjuna and led to the forma-
tion of an independent sect, where his brother,son, and grandson,
were associated with him, as his forms,......the sect became con-
terminus with the Satvatas’’ P. 13 -The conception of Vasudeva
as father must have arisen afterwards, as apvears from the
example Vasudeva in the Mahabhasya, in the sense of Vasu®,
not Vasu®...Vasudeva was identified with the Vedic sage Krsna,
and a geneology given to him in the Vrsni race, through Siira
and Vasudeva. P. 49-In the Mahiabharata times, the gradual
extension of the religion of Satvatas, is shadowed forth, in some
passages questioning the divinity of Krsna, while, in Puranic
times, the three streams of religious thought: (1) from Visnu,
the Vedic God, ( 2 ) from Narayana, the cosmic and philosophic
God, and (3) from Viasudeva, the historical lord, mingled
together to form the later Vaisnavism. P. 50-When HV, VyP,
and BhP., were written, the legend about the cowherd Krsna,
must have already been current, and his identification with
Vasudeva Krsna, been effected......story of Vrsni prince Vasudeva
being brought up in a cow-settlement, is incongrucys with his
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later career, as depicted in the Mahabhirata ; nor does any part
of Mahabharata require the presupposition of such a boyhood.
PP. 52-54-The Abhlras of about the 1st century A. D., a nomadic
tribe of cowherds, probably brought with them tne worship of the
boygod, his humble birth, etc. ; they possibly brought the name
of Christ also, which led to the identification of the boy-god wiin
Vasudeva Krsna. The story of Buddhist Ghatajataka contains
reference to Nanda etc., but this Jataka seems to be of post-
christian times. ”’

Prof, Winternitz in his “ History of Indian literature’’ (vol. I)
has, at p. 456 (—

“ As regards Krsna, described in several places in the Maha-
bharata, he is repeatedly scorned by hostile heroes as ‘ cowherd '
and ‘slave. ° Even behind the legends of Harivarhéa, there
seems to be a foundation of older legends in which Krsna was
not yet a god, but the hero of a rough tribe of cowherds. It is
difficult to believe that Krsna, the friend and counsellor of
Pandavas, the herald of the doctrines of the Bhagavadgita, the
youthful hero and demon-slayer, the favourite and lover of cow-
herdesses, and finally Krsna, the incarnation of god Visnu was
cne and the same pergon. It is for more likely that there were
two or several traditional Krsnas, who were merged into one
deity at a later time. It is possible that Krsna was the
founder of the Bhiagavata religion, and was ultimately
made into an incarnation. It is possible that Krsna did
not figure at all in the original epic, and was introduced only
later, perhaps to justify the actions of Pandavas: much as has
been written on the problem of Krsna, we must admit, no satis-
factory solution has been found. In any case, it is a far ory,
from Krsna, friend of Pandavas, to the Krsna of Harivams$a, and
the exalted God Vispu. ”

3. These scholars ana others following these, have laid great
stress on the fact of one person having many names, and starting
with the idea that one person should have one name only, have
anslysed the Krsna story under so many names attached to so
many incidents, taking that each originally concerned one person
only, and all were subsequently mixed up to form the great mass
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of the Mahabharata and Purdanas. The three striking features of
this Krsna, as at present found mixed up, and separated by the
scholars are : (1) Krsna as the preacher of the religion of the
Bhagavadglts, (2 ) Prince Krsna, the friend and counsellor of the
Pandavas ‘‘ not over-scrupulous in his choice of means for
accomplishing his ends ’’' ( Jacobi, above ), and ( 3 ) Krsna, who
grew among cowherds, killed Kamsa, and established himself
and his kin in Dvaraka, a place which belongs to prince Krsna
in (2), also.

As the Mahabharata and the Puranas are mainly responsible
for these accounts of Krsna, other literature only incidentally
and that too comparatively very rarely, it is proposed, here, to
collect and compare the material bearing thereon, as presented in
the Mahabharata and the Puranas. That some convincing
conclusion will be the fruit of these efforts, would, it is feared, be
too much to expect, but even if this is sufficient to give a clear
view of the whole material, it will have served its purpose. The
material itself is vast, and following is, in brief, a statement of
the Krsna story, with its extent and context, as found in the
different Purianas and the Mahabharata.

THE PURRI:IAS.

1. Brahma Purana (BP)-Adhs. 179-212: Vyasa, having re-
lated the importance of Bhiaratavarsa, and Purusaksetra, is asked
by the Rsis to relate about the birth of Baladeva and Krsna on
this earth. The introductory stanzas at adhy. 180, are in the
faghion of those of Mahabhirata at 1. 1. Real story hegins from
adhyaya 181, ( Anandasrama edition ).

2. Visou Purina ( VP )-Amséa 5, adhs. 1-38 : Maitreya, having
heard the genealogy of other kings, asks Parasara, to tell him
about the Amsavatara of Visnu, of the Yadu family. The text of
BP and VP agrees, according to Wilson, ‘‘exactly’’ but a
comparision of the two, shows some additional matter in the VP,
which is shown under the respective headings below (edition
printed at the Vrttadipa Press, by Visvanatha Bhaskara Bhagavata;
text with commentary Vaisnavikuta candrika by Sri Ratnagarbha
Bhattacarya ).
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3. Padma Purana ( PP )-Uttarakhanda, adhs. 272-379: Rudra,
having told the Ramacarita to his consort Parvati, now goes on
to relate the life of Krsna Vasudeva. ( Anandasrama edition
1894 ).

Hari Vamsa ( HV ) -Adhs. 51-190: God Visnu is awakened
by the gods, from his long sleep, and according to the talk after-
wards, when Pandavas, Kauravas etc., are born, Narada went to
the courts of gods, and there, relating the misdeeds of Kamsa and
others, requested Visnu to come down, to the earth, to remove
her burden. Visnu consults Brahma as to where he should beborn,
when Brahma tell about Vasudeva etc., etc.,( Calcutta edition ).

5. Brhma Vaivarta Purana (BVP)-The whole of the part called
‘Sri Krsnajanma-Khanda: Narada asking Nariyana regarding
Krsna' incarnation. Radha, being cursed by Srl Dama, friend of
Krsna, had to become a cowherdess, and for her sake apparently,
Krsna had to come down. The usual story of the Earth going to
heaven for relief, begins from the adh. 4 (an old edition the title
page of which is missing ).

6. Bhagavata Purana (BhP )-Skandhas. X, XI: giving a
connected life of Krsna, as an incarnation of supreme Godhead,
related by Suks to king Pariksit, who, after hearing the genealogy
of the Lunar and Solar kings, asks to be told the deeds of Visnu's
part incarnation, in the Yadu's family ( Kumbhakonam edition ).

7. Vayu Purana ( VyP) -adh. 96: In course of giving the
genealogy of Yadu, from adh. 94, mentions, in this adh. at st. 30fT.
the story of diamond Syamantaka, and brings in Krsna and
Balarama, and gives their birth and deeds ( Anandasram edition ).

8. Devi Bhagavata Purana ( DBh)-Skandha IV, adhs. 18-25:
Vyasa aud Janamejaya speaking:-latter’s question at adh. 17,
introduces Ksrna after Rama story, beginning with the birth of
Vasudeva, who being Kasyapa himself, cursed by Varuna comes
to the earth ( Lele’s edition with Marathi translation ).

9. Agni Purana ( AP )-adh.12: Agni describing to Vasistha
the incarnation of Visnu, from Matsya onwards, comes, after
Rama, to Krsna, saying ‘Harivamsam pravaksyami” I2. 1,
( Anandéasram edition ).
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10. Linga Purana (LP )-adh. 60¢ in the course of giving the
Satvata genealogy, comes upon Kamsa (St. 42); then Vasudeva
and Devaki giving birth to Krsna ( Calcutta edition by Jivananda
Vidyasagara ).

THE MAHABHARATA ( Mbh. )¢ Krspna story is mixed with
that of the Pandavas, all over the Epic; he is introduced here
88 already grown up, his first appearance being at the Svayarm-
vara of Draupadl. Reference to his birth from Vasudeva in the
Améavatarapa portion of the Adiparvan (1. 64. 141-146 ) is
likely to be, an after-addition, and forms no part of the original ;
Krgna's previous life, is given, only incidentally in the dialogues
of other persons ( Kumbhakonam edition ).

JAINA HARIVAMSA PURANA ( JHP ) :~-The Jainas also have
adopted the Indian epic and Puranic tales, and there is a
Harivaméa Purana, composed by Jinasena in Saka 705. This
work though mainly intended to describe the deeds of
Neminatha, one of the Jaina Tirthamkaras, also gives the
story of Krsna and the Pandavas, and although there are many
points of difference in the details, the general run of the whole
is in agreement with the Indian tradition. ( Sholapur edition
of Hindi translation ).

Of the Puranas, BP seems to have an account older than VP,
the latter having many additions to the text of the former.
These two and PP, AP, BhP, and BVP devote a special portion
to the Krsna story, while VyP and LPgive it, in course of describ-
ing the Yadava genealogy. AP is only a short summary con-
cluding with Krsna’s fight with Banasura, and peacefully settling
with his wives, and this is the general extent of Puranic accounts.
BVP, meant solely to glorify Radha, gives greatest prominence
to Krsna,s life as connected with her. HYV, although meant to
serve as a supplement to Mbh., faithfully goes over the extent
of the Puranic story, and guards against any mixture of the

Mbh. account, while BhP is the only Purana, which puts in the
two accounts, setting them in proper context. DBh finishes the
Krspa slory with his penance, in which he giatifies Siva, and
obtains boon to have sops, and Siva then gives a prophecy of
Krsna's life, bringing it to his death,
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Exeept BP and VP which have a common text, all the other
accounts have no textual agreement. The influence of Mbh.
on the BhP is very great:in addition to its bringing in the Krsna
story in Mbh. side by side with that in Puranas, the story which
introduces the Purana itself, refers to the characters in the
Mbh., and starts from A$vathaman’s killing Pariksit, while yet
unborn, and the child’s revival by Krsna, an incident mentioned
at Mbh. X1V, 69. 24-26.

II—-KRS.I:IA-STORY IN THE PURZI_‘IAS.

1. That g0 many different compositions bearing on the same
subject, and ranging from short ones of a few stanzas, to
those extending over thousands of stanzas, are found included
in the majority of Puranas, is, in addition to its proving the vast
popularity of Krsna, a point that leads us to some other field,
—different texts bearing on almost the same details of the
story, would suggest that these texts were composed by more
than one author, and not by Vyasa alone, in different
provinces of India, at, perhaps, different times--but rather
than dealing here with such matters of a general mature,
it is better, just to study the details of the story itself ; it is
proposed to divide the whole Puranic story into incident-umnits,
each being arranged as follows :-( 1) number and name of the
incident. ( b ) place where it is found in the different Purapas,
and the Mahabharata, ( ¢) general description of the incident,
(d ) a comparison of the details, and ( e ) other important matter,

Regarding these different sources, it has to be noted that AP
in its summary, only mentions the incidents, and in these too, the
order of some is not in keeping with the general tradition ; while
LP and VyP as also the DBh., bring in the Krsna story only inei-
dentally, first two in giving the Satvata genealogy, and the last,
to prove that even God Visnu has to submit to the decrees of fate'.
In Mbh. too, the Puranic incidents are mentioned only to glorify
Krsna, while his actual life described in the Epic, mainly as it
should, connects itself with the Pandavas, and forms, as it were, a

1 “ Evam nanavasiretra Vigul .., deividhinah sadaiva hi” DBh IV, 20,
A, 13,
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went to Brahma, who took her to Siva, then the three going to
Dharma, and after consulting him, all went to Hari, who advised
them to repair to Goloka and request Krsna who would do the
needful. According to DBh, the Earth went to Indra, who admit-
ted his inability to help her, and took her to Brahm3a, who then
took them hoth to God Hari, who, in his turn, cxplains the supe-
riority of the goddess Devi, and all offer prayers to her. HV
describes the death of Kalanemi, with full details, at adh. 48, 49 ;
VP, too, at St. 22, puts in the words of the Earth, that the same
demon was born as Kamsa, but makes no direct mention of this
incident. Visnu, who was sleeping for ages, is, in HV, awakened
by Brahma and sages, at the end of adh. 5I, when Brhama shows
the distressed Karth, and asks Harito come to mount Meru for
consultation. As context to this incident, VP-BP differing here
—and PP, mention the marriage of Vasudeva, and Devakl, and
their subsequent captivity by Kamsa, who had learnt of his future
death from Devakl’s issue, (st. 12 VP, and PP).

In Viévopakhyana, at Mbh. VI 65-68, the gods’ conference on
the mount Meru, is mentioned, where the supreme God ocomes
and is requested by Brahma, to be born in the family of the
Yadavas.

(e) Compared with BP, VP inserts 6 stanzas, in the speeeh of
the Earth, stating that all creation was the different formns of God
Visnu.

(a) II. GOD’8 PROMISE.

(b) BP 181.29-32; VP 1.33-65; PP 272.18-25; HV 52-56; BVP
4.56-6.278; BhP 1.20-26: VyP-no mention; DBh 18.25-19.47; AP
L.P-no mention; Mbh 1.65.54-66.1 and VI.66.2.

(¢) Going to the abode of the supreme God Visnu, the gods,
Brahma prominent among them, offered prayers, when the God
learnt of the trouble, and promised to relieve the Earth of her
burden after being born as Krsna, son of Vasudeva. He also
asked the other gods to go down in various oharacters, and help
his cause.

(d) BP and VP give a text for the prayer by Brahma, PP
only stating that prayer was offered, while BhP says that Brahma
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recited the Purusa Siikta, and had the inspired response from the
Sky— without the God appearing personally—and then the word
was carried to other gods. In HYV, it is Brahma who gives his
advice to Hari in the conference ; according to BV P, the matter is
finally settled in Goloka, the abode of Radha and Krsna, latter
allotting to each god his particular character, and lastly consoling
his love Radha, for the coming separation of 100 years, which
was an outocome of a former love intrigue in Goloka, and
during this period, Krsna was to perform all his life’s work in
Mathura, Dvaraki, etc. In DBh, the gods, under advice
of Narayana, all offer prayers to the supreme Sakti, and she
digposes of the matter, herself promising to appear as a child of
Yasoda, and transfer Visnu to Gokula from his place of captivity
as also effect the removal of Sesa, from the womb of Devak! to
that of Rohinl. This Sakti is in other Puranas, referred
to as Yogamaya, whom Hari asks to do these things.
BP, VP, DBh also, and Mbh.I. 214. 32, 33, state that the God
rooted out two hairs from himself-one black and the other
white,~and these entering the wombs of Devaki, and Rohin!
appeared as Krsna and Rama respectively. According to Mbh,
in the reference in Adiparvan the God settles the matter with
Indra, and, in that in the Bhismaparvan, the God only promised
that it will be all right, and disappeared. These three different
versions of the same incident show an effort to record all oral
traditions, in some connection or another, in the body of the Epiec.

(e) VP inserts an additional prayer for Brahma at 34-50,
whereupon Hari asks him to speak his mind, and then VP takes
the text common to BP.

(a) IIL. KRSNA'S BIRTH.

(b) BP 181.32-182.11: VP 1.65-3.7 ; PP 272.25-38 ; HV 57-60;
BVP 7.1-74; BhP 1.27-3.8; VyP 96.192-202; DBh 20. (1-52, other
matter) 53-23-21; AP 12,4-6; LP 69.46 48; Mbh 1.64.141.145.

(¢) Vasudeva married Devaki; while the ceremony was being
performed, Kamsa, the cousin of the bride, was apprised of his
future death at the hands of the eighth son of Devak!; he rushed
upon her with a drawn sword, but was pacified by Vasudeva, who
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promised to hand over his children to Kamsa, as soon as they
were born. Kamsa killed six sons, but the seventh time, the child,
while gtill in the womb, was transferred, by divine power, from
Devaki to Rohini, another wife of Vasudeva, living elsewhere.
This was the boy Sammkarsana, so called from his being drawn
away from Devaki’'s womb. Kamsa was more watchful at the
eighth time, and kept the couple under close custody, and it was
thus, in the prison house, that our hero was born.

(d) VP and PP give the marriage and the subsequent com-
promise between Karmsa and the couple, to have occurred before
the Earth’s approach to gods (cf. I, above); VyP gives it at stanzas
219-228, as a previous incident to account for Kamsa’'s cruelty.
Kamsa’s death is foretold by & word from heaven according to
PP 272.7, BVP 7.15: VyP 96.220; by Narada as shown in BP 181.33;
HYV 57: VP mentions the first at 1.7 and the second at 1.66, saying
that the couple was kept in captivity, upon Kamsa's death being
confirmed by Narada's statement, while BhP and DBh give the
heavenly proplecy first, and introduce Narada, when Kamsa
returns to Vasudeva his first child, and there Narada urges Karmsa
to kill all children, as which particular child was the eighth,
could not be certain, as the numbers could be counted from any
child as the first ; this last argument, accordineg to DBh, which
also mentions Vasudeva’s armed opposition to Kamsa, when the
elders intervened and the compromise was settled.

The first six children killed by Kamsa~- VyP says that
he also killed Vasudeva’s ten more sons born of his other wives-are
the former sons of Hiranyakasipu, according to BP, VP, HV and
and DBh, of Hiranyaksa, according to PP ; BhP, along with
BVP and LP mentions only the death of the six children at 2. 4,
but, later on, at 85.47 it gives the Hiranyakasipu story, when Krsna
shows his mother her dead sons : the story, that these six ‘garbhas’
were favoured by Brahmai, and consequently cursed by Hiranya®,
ooours in DBh and with more details in HV, where Vispu perso-
nally goes to Patala to give a dream visionto the six. BhP account
in the second context, says that they were six sons of Marlci, and
having laughed at god Brahma, ready for a sexual union with
his daughter, were born of Hiranya, and afterwards taken to

Devaki's womb, by Yogamaya, and killed by Keamsa. It is the
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;ame illusion oalled Maya or Nidra, that, being advised by Visnu,
yrings about also, the transfer of Balaraima to Rohini’s womb,
and fir.ally herself taking birth from Yasoda, to be exchanged for
Krsna : and as a reward for these acts, she is promised high praise
'n heaven, Visnu himself repeating the stotra.’

The killing of the first six, and the disappearance of the
seventh® from Devaki's womb, brings us to the birth of the eighth.
BP and VP have a praise offered by the gods to the pregnant
Devak], while in BVP and BhP, the prayer is addressed to the
God in the womb ; BVP states that Devaki’s womb was full of
air-' Vata ' only, and at the last moment, she fell senseless, when
the air escaped, and the God appeared before her ; BhP algo
mentions the mysterious appearance of the divine form, other
Puranas state his birth®, DBh giving a curious incident on the
occasion : Devaki feeling ashamed asks Vasudeva to turn hisface
away, while she was delivering ; BVDP states that he fetched a
learned Brahmana for consultation, and some female relatives
to attend upon his wife.

Krsna is described* as, at first, having four hands and all the
divine appearance of Visnu; BVP describes his divine form, but
gives him two hands only, and DBh makes him only a * bright
child.”  All Purinas state that the elements were extremely
pleasant at the birth of Krsna : winds blowing auspiciously, the
stars shining with lustre etc; and HV and VyP agree in saying
that the time was the *“ Vijaya Muhiirta. '’ Mbh givesno details
about this birth.

1 SoBP and VP; HV allots a separate adh. 59, calling it * Arya stava’
BhP mentions Visnu requesting the May2a to transfer the seventh child.

2 LP seems to consider Rama, as the first born : ““Jate Rame tha nihate sag-
garbhe catidaksine " 69. 46.

3 of. BVP: * Nihisasara ca vayu$ ca .. 173, tatraiva bhagavan Krsno ...
bahiravirbabhtiva ha 174, Bhl’: “Devakydmavirasit.”” BP,VP “jayamane"
PP:*Tasyam jatah.” HV :jdtam.” and DBh “Susuve.”

4 of. BP, VP, VyP * caturbahub,’ PP, BhP, AP, LP; caturbhujah’' BVP,
‘dvibbujam muralihastam. ' HV ‘Yutam divyail lakgapaib’ ( doubtful ).
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(e) VP inserts 12 st. (2.7-18 ) in the prayer offered by the
gods to Devaki. AP and LLP in mentioning this birth, give the
removal of the Earth’s burden, as a motive' :

(a) IV KRSNA'S REMOVAL TO GOKULA.

(b)) BP 182.12-32; VP 3. 8-29; PP 272. 39-58 : HV 60; BVP 7.
75-132 : BhP 3. 9-4. 13; VyP 96. 203-210 ; DBh 23. 22-48; AP 12.
7-13 ; LP 69. 49-61, Mbh-no reference to these incidents, is found
in the Epic, only indirect mention of Krsna’s deeds is made collec-
tively, in some connection, and these will be considered later on.

(¢ ) Seeing the God in his divine glory, before him, Vasudeva
requested him, after prayers, to become an ordinary child, telling
him of the fear from Karhsa, whereupon, the superhuman turned
into a child, and Vasudeva, according to the advice given him,
took the child to Gokula, and exchanging it for the daughter of
Yasoda, returned, and placed her with his wife Devaki, when
Kamsa was informed of the birth of the eighth child. He struck
her against a stone, but she escaped his hands, and showing her
divine form in the sky, told Kamsa that his death, the real eighth
child, was in safety elsewhere.

(d) BP and VP give two stanzas for Vasudeva, and two for
Devakli, praying the divine form as supreme God ; and being
afraid of Kamsa, they ask Him to withdraw his divine form with
four hands; the Bhagavat tells Devaki that he had been born® of
her, as she had prayed for, formerly. It is further stated that while
Vasudeva was taking the child to Gokula. at night, the guards
were sleeping, influenced by Yoganidra; the child was protected
from the rain by Sesa, covering it with his hoods, that the deep
river Yamuna became passable with knee-deep water, that on
returning after the exchange of children, while Yasoda was
unconscious, the guards heard the crying of the child and inform-
ed Kamsa. PP omits the words of Devaki and Bhagavat, and
adds that Vraja was situated on the bank of theriver. HV, BVP,
and Vyl do not give any details of the incidents on the way ;

1 Cf. AP;* bbuvo bhard,atdrartham  12.4,LY * Bhibharanigrah&rthaya "
69. 55, implying a reference ( ? ) to incidents in I, II,

3 “ jatoham yat tavodarat, " BP 188,18, VP 3. 14,
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BhP in the reply of the Bhagavat, gives an account of the former

lives of his parents and their hard penance for having him -as
their child. BP, VP, PP, AP, and LP do not state as to who

advised the transfer. HV, BVP, VyP, and BhP do it under.
advice of Bhagavat ; DBh mentioning a message from the sky,
this last stating that the exchange of children was made between
Vasudeva and a maid servant-Sairandhri-who stood at the door
of Nanda's house, and according to VyP, and LP, Vasudeva did
it with the knowledge of Ya$oda, and in addition requested
Nanda to protect the child carefully. According to HV and VyP,
Vasudevs personally gives the information to Kamsa, HV, BVP,
and BbP adding a prayer from Devaki to spare the child; HV and
VyP states that the girl Ekanamsa ( so BVP, also; °dasa in VyP).

was worshipped by the Yadavas, as she protected Krsna, and
BVP states that Kamsa returned the daughter to the weeping.
parents, and she was, during the marriage ceremony of Rukminli,
married to sage Durvasas. DBh refers to a former agreement
between Yas$oda and Devaki, regarding the exchange of children.

(8) V. KAMSA’S SUBSEQUENT MOVE.

(b) BP 182.1-11 ; VP 4.1-17; PP. 272,59-63; HV 60; BVP-no"
reference; BhP 4.14-46; VyP-no reference; DBh 23.49-53 AP, LP-no"
reference. '

(¢) This incident consists of two sub-units: (1) Kamsa con-’
sults his counsellors, and orders the slaughter of new-born
children thereabouts, and (2) confused at the escape of the girl, and
the warning of his death, offers apologies to Vasudeva and Devakl,
and sets them free. ,

(d) BP and VP and PP' mention death being ordered only in
case of children having ‘extra-ordinary’ strength. BhP inter-
changes the two incidents, and says that Kamsa, after consulta-
tion, decides to harass the good people, as'that would disturb the
peace of God Hari, who was at the bottom of all his trouble. HV
mentions only the second incident, and DBh the first, omitting
any consulting, and stating that Kamsa ordered the wholesale
slaughter of children as soon as born® =

1 ¢ yatrodriktam balam bale " BP 182. 7, VP 4, 13; * Samudeiktabalin
bal&n " PP 272.62.
2 “ jatamatras ca hantavya " DBh 23. 50,
A 14,
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(e) VP inserts 6 stanzas in Kamsa’'s speech, saying that all
gods were powerless before him; BhP puts the same’ ideas, only
in an enlarged form, in the mouth of Karhsa’s counsellors; BVP
inserts another matter after IV: adh. 8-janmastamivrata, adh. 9-
former lives of Nanda and Ya$oda, Vasudeva and his two wives.

(8) VI, VASUDEVA AND NANDA.
(b) BP 183.1-6; VP 5.1-6; PP 272.64-98; HV 61; BhP 5.19-32; no
reference in other sources.

(¢) In an interview between Vasudeva and Nanda, the former
requested the latter to take care of his children.

(d) According to BP, VP and BhP, Nanda, who was full of
joy at the birth of a son from Ya$odia, had gone to Mathura, to
pay taxes and there Vasudeva saw him and congratulating
him upon the birth of a son, requested Nanda to protect his own
son with Rohini, and return to Vraja, as there were some bad
omens portending forthcoming trouble. HV follows the same
course of details, but states that Nanda had come with Yas$oda
and the child, and that Vasudeva advised for a shift of Nanda’s
place of residence, and Nanda, accordingly, following the course
of river Yamuna, established his camp at the foot of the hill
Govardhana. PP states, instead, that Vasudeva visited the Vraja,
and keeping Rohinl’s son, under Yasoda’s care, returned to

Mathura.
(a) VIL KRSNA’S BIRH FESTIVALS,

(b) BP 184, 39,20 ; VP 6, 8,9 ; PP 272. 69-74; BV no mention:
BVP 9. 42ff. and again at adh. 13 ; BhP 5. 1-18 ; DBh. 25. 1-5.

( ¢ ) The birth of the child was celebrated with great festi-
vities by Nanda ; the Gopls paid a visit to Ya$oda, and offered her
many presents, and blessed the child with great joy.

(d) BP, VP, PP and BhP, further on at adh. 8. 1-20,
mention that Garga, the family priest of the Yadavas, visited
Nande, at the instance of Vasudeva, and there performed
the religious ‘ Jataka ' rites of the two children‘in secret,’
giving them their respective names. BVP adds a prophecy, of

1 * Kim indrenalpaviryena VP. 4a = BhP 36c¢.
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Krsna's life, by the sage Garga, in which the Pandavas are refer-
red to. DBh states that these festivities were informed to Karhsa,
by men of his secret service, and Narada had told him about
Nanda, which led to the incidents in VIII, below.

(e) BhP transposes incidentsIVI and VII.
(a) VIIL KRSNA IN THE COW-SETTLEMENT.

These oceupy the life of Krena till his arrival in Mathura;
some of the incidents are mere ordinary accidents, hut the
Puranas make much of these, as would naturally be the case in
the life of a great hero. So, with these general remarks, we
proceed here to compare and study the details of each incident as
it is presented in the Puranas. VyP, which gives some stray
information about Krsns, in the course of giving the genelaogy,
does not refer to any of these details. LP makes only a general
statement’ that “ all the efforts of Kamsa, were rendered fruitless
by her- meaning the Devl-who had warned Kamsa of his death, ”*
DBh and AP mention® some incidents, without giving any details
thereof. These minor sources, are, therefore, generally ignored,
below.

(a) i— PUTANA. - n
(b ) BP 184.7-21 ; VP 5,7-23 ; PP 272.74-82 ; HV 63 ; BVP 10;
BhP 6. .

(¢ ) missioned by Kamsa, Putana, the death of children, pro-
ceeded to Gokula, in an attractive form, and offered the child
Krsna her breasts for a suck ; the child sucked away the life out
of her, and she fell dead in her giant form, which put all tofright,
when Nanda and others, fearing some evil to the child, performed
some magic rites, for its protection.

(d) HV states that she was the nurse—*Dhatri”’~-of Kamsa.and
appeared like a bird-"Sakunt’; while BVP calls her his dear sister,
stating that she arrived as a Brahmani from Mathura, and that
she was, originally ‘Ratnamala’ the daughter of Bali, and had a
motherly feeling towards Vamana, which led to this incident.

—I Yastatpratikrtau yatnah, taya caiva jadikrtah, LPVC_SQ._E&
2 DBh 24,6, 7; AP 12. 14-22,
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BhP treats this as an independent incident and'has a concluding
“Phalasruti’’ stanza at the end. BP and VP do not mention the
agency of Kamsa, in this affair. All sources except BVP state
that Putani approached the place without the knowledge of
others. HVY adding that she hid herself under & ocart, and PP

saying that she had besmeared her breasts with poison. PP and
BVP add her cremation by Nanda.

HY does not mention any Raksa magic here, and BVP states!'
only that some auspicious act was performed. This Raksi con-
sisted, according to the remaining sources, of placing the cowdung
on the head, moving the tail of a cow over the body and chanting
some spells; these last are given in BP, VP, and BhP, this third one
having quite a different text, but the general principle seems to be,
in both the cases, to refer to some name of Godhead, for protection
of some certain part of the body. Many of these names like
‘Hrsike$a, Govinda’, are seen applied to Krsna himself, while
others like ‘Visnu, Narayana’ refer to the supreme God.

(e) VP transposes a stanza and inserts two, in this passage.
(a) ii- SARATA.

(b) BP 184.22-28; VP 6.1-7: PP 272.82-85; HV 62; BVP 12.1-13;
BhP 7.1-17.

(c) while Yasoda was engaged elsewhere, the child wag
weoping for a suck, and, throwing up its feet, upset the cart,
under which it was lying. The noise brought the elders to the
scene, where other boys told of the incident. Yasoda rearranged
the upset eart, and did some worshipping.

(d) HV transposes (i) and (ii), while BVP inserts the Raksa
Kavaca, in its own text, after this cart incident, stating that it
was recited by a Dvija placing his hand on the child.

(e) PP inserts one more incident after this, at 272.86-89 ab: the
child killed a Raksasa 2 in the from of a cock which had struck

him with its palm. PP has some agreement in text here, with
that of BPand VP .. BP 23=PP 83 cd, 84 ab.

1 “ Mangalam kdrayamasa " BVP 10. 38.
2 “ Riksasah ... kukkutavesadhrk " PP 272. 87,
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Between this (ii) and the following incident (iii), BhP has some
additional matter, giving some more incidents; BVP mentioning,
only one of them:—BhP 7.18-33; BVP 11 (i.e. before Sakata): the
child taken away by a whirlwind, was saved. The wind is
called Trnavarta, evidently a demon, and was killed by the child
striking him against a stone. BhP 7.34-37; Yasoda sees the
whole creation in the yawning child; 8.1-20: Garga performing
the Namakarana, referred to above under VII: 21-31; Krsna grow-
ing up’ and playing; 32-45; Krsna, charged with eating dust,
‘mrd’ opened his mouth before Yasoda, who saw the whole creation
there, and was bewildered. BP and VP, and BhP also, mention
Garga’s performing the Namakarana (cf. VII above) as coming off
after this incident [i.e. (ii)}.

(a) ili- KRSNA and the MORTAR.

(b) BP 184.31-42: VP 6.10~20; PP 272.89-97; HV 64; BVP 14,
BbP 9.10.

(¢) Krsna and Rama had now begun to creep on their knees and
hands, and wandering here and there, did many small mischiefs.
Yesoda, to prevent Krsna from this, bound him to a mortar with
arope,and went to her work, Krsna, moving along with the
mortar, reached two large trees, Yamala, and Arjuna, and in an
effort to move on, felled both to the ground.

( d ) PP mentions that' Krsna stole butter from the neighbours,
and that Yasoda, after binding him, went to sell milk. HYV states
that Gopis saw the accident and called back Yas$oda, scolding her
for her harshness. BVP differing, says that Krsna ate butter,
milk etc. while Yasoda was away to bathe herself, and began to
fly, when she knew the fact from other boys. She then bound
him to a tree, and beating him, left him there, when Krsna,
sportively felled the tree, and Nanda and others got angry with
Yasoda for this harashness. BhP has again different details :
Krsna approached Yasoda for a suck, while she was churning
for butter ; she gave him a little, but he was not satisfied, and
angrily broke the pot, and fled out. She pursued the child, and
bound him to a mortar; thelength of all the ropes in the house was

1Navanitam jaharaiu” PP 272.90, and ¥,..vikretum gorasadikam" PP 272.91.
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not sufficient to bind him, but finally Krsna granting the binding
and then moving on, brought on the accident. The two trees
according to this source, were the sons of Kubera, Nalakibar:
Manigriva, followers of Rudra, and were cursed by sage Narada
for their indecent acts. They were promised relief at the hand
of Krsna, and the God acted accordingly. BVP which refers ¢
only one tree, brings in the first named son only, who was seei
naked with Rambha, by the sage Devala, and subsequently cursec
PP in some MSS. only, states that the trees were, after relie!
turned into kizhmaras. This incident brings to Krspa, th
synonym Dimodara.

(e) BP 38ab == PP 92ab; v.1. ‘ Kamaleksanah' for ‘Dharani
dharah. ' BVP in adh. 15, following this incident, mentions th«
marriage of Radha and Krsna performed by Brahma. The situa.
tion described here, reminds one of the opening stanza: ** Meghai:
meduram ambaram ... ”inJayadeva’'s famous poem, ‘Gitagovinda.

(a) iv- THE NEW SETTLEMENT.

(b)) BP 184, 42-60 ; VP 6. 21-51 ; PP 272. 97-99 ; HV 65, 66 ;
BVP 16. 147-179 ; BhP 11. 21-40.

(¢ ) these acoidents frightened all, and so, Nanda, in consult-
ation with his elder neighbours, removed the whole camp to
Vrndavana, on the bank of the Yamuna, where they began to pass
days in peace, the boys sporting among the cattle and playing
with their mates.

(d) BP and VP state that although the place, where they had
removed, was dry owing to hot-season, it was, as-if by magic, turn-
ed' fresh with new grass, as if in Autumn, also thatjthe"children,
in course of time, became seven years old, when rainy season set
in. VP inserts 12 stanzas to describe the sports of the boysin the
seagon. HV mentions the shift to have come out, when the boys
bad become seven years old? ; when Krsna spoke to Rama about
shifting to Vrndavana, as the present Vraja was full of bustle ;

I «“ tatas tatrati ruksepi gharmakale dvijottama ( VP ‘ tada dvija ) * Pravrt-
kala ivibhdt ca ( VP.ivodbhutam ) navasaspam samantatah ' BP 184,
50cd, 51ab ; VP 6. 29.

2 * Tasminneva vrajasthane saptavarsau babhuvatuh,” HV. 65. 1,
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the place was, soon after, attacked by wolves, and this was the
immediate cause of the shift. BVP at adh. 17.1-28 states that Vrn-
davana was built by Visvakarma, in a night, and gives a royal
description of the place. BhP, previous to describing the shift,
devotes some stanzas to the mothers after their sportive children,
where we can mark the difference between the ages of the two
brothers Yaséoda calls Krsna for a suck of her breast and asks
Rama to take food with Nanda, who was waiting for him.

(e) After this incident, BhP inserts some more, which are not
found in some of the other sources: BhP 11.41-45; a daitya in the
form of a calf-‘vatsa'-killed by Krsna: BhP 46-53; PP 272.100. 101;
BVP 16.1-13 (i.e. before XIB, vii, and the shift) a huge crare, the
demon Baka, caught hold of Krspa. in a pond, and was subse-
quently killed by him. BhP 12, Aghasura, a young brother of
Baka, lying in the form of a huge cobra, on the way, was entered
by the mouth, and killed by suffocation, by Krsna. BhP 13,14; PP
272,102-128; BVP 20 ; God Brhma carried away the cattle and
boys ; Krsna himself took all these forms, and stayed on for a year,
without incurring anybody’s doubt, when Brahma returned, and
praising Krsna for his great power, restored all to him. BhP does
not mention rainy season here, but transposes it elsewhere at
adh. 20,

With regard to BhP, it has to be noted that this Purans, the
most popular one of all, on account of its being given a very high
place of authority among all Vaisnava sects, exists in two dis-
tinct Recensions, named, the Sridhara and Vijayadhvaja ( vij ),
after the respective commentators ; a striking difference can be
noted here : stanzas 10, 11 depicting Krsna, acting as a fruit-
seller, are omitted in Vij; st. 12-20 Yasoda calling Krsna and
Rama back from the riverside, and st. 21-29, Nanda consulting
others about the shift, are transposed, inserting & st. after 20, to
give Nanda’s 01der of the shift;the next day :—..." $voto vrnda-
vanam yamo... *’ and having the same run as Sridhara to the end
of adh. 11 ; vij. omits adhs 12, 13, 14 (see contents above)
altogether.

(a).v- KALIYA, THE SERPENT.

(b ) BP 185. 1-56; VP 7. 1-82 ; PP 272, 128-134; HV 68, 69
BVYP 19, 1-169 ; BhP 15, 47-17.19.
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( ¢ ) this great poisonous serpent lived with his numerous
mates, in a deep pool of the river Yamuna ; Krsna unaccompanied
by his brother Rama, entered the pool, one day, and putting down
all the serpent’s attacks, totally bumbled him down, when the
mates, as also the serpent himself, offered prayers to Krsna, as the
powerful God, when Kaliya was asked to leave the pool and pro-
ceed with his family to the sea, where, thenceforth he, his hood
marked with foot-prints of Krsna, had no cause for fear from
Garuda, the Eagle. While Krsna was fighting with this huge
serpent, Nanda and all others had come to the bank, greatly
frightened about the boy’s safety, and were full of joy to receivq
him back, safe.

(d) BhP states that the cows, and the boys drank of the water
and died ; Krsna revived them all, by his sight, and then pro-
ceeded to put down the serpent. As the fight proceeded for along
time, the men on the bank grew hopeless about the life of Krsna,
and began to wail more piteously, when Rama, according to BP,
VP and HV, asked Krsna to take compassion on his relations,
and ceasing to act an ordinary human being, bring the struggle
to an end. BhP states that Rama kept silent, all along, and when
the affection of all was putto test, Krsna himself made an end
of the fight ; while in BVP)Rama told Nanda and others to take
courage, and impressed upon their minds, the divine powers of
Krsna. This last and BhP give an account of Kaliya, in which,
he, according to the agreement, did not give his share to Garuda,
and fled, to this poolin the Yamunai, tosave himself from the Eagle’s
wrath ; Garuda was prevented from visiting this pool, by a sage,
Saubhari, who was practising penance, and was frequently
troubled by the Eagle.

(e) VP ingerts in this passage, 9 lines, ‘Gopis crying’, 12 lines
‘Nagapatnis offering prayers,’ 20 lines, ‘serpent offering prayers ;’
BhP 17. 20-25, BVP 19. 170 to end, state another incident after
this; while the whole camp was resting at night, a forest-
fire broke out, and frightened with death to all. Krsna swallowed
up the fire, and restered ease among all. BhP transposes the
Kaliya and the Dhenuka incident. BP disagreeing with VP
and other sources, reads the name as “Kaltya,”
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(a) vi- DHENUKA, THE ASS.

(b) BP 186. 1-13; TP 8. 1-13; PP. 272. 135--139; HV. 70;
BVP 22; BhP 15.

(¢) A palm-grove, was infested by asses, Dhenuka, being
their leader. Krsna one day attacked the palm-grove, and
killed the ass Dhenuka, putting others to flight or death, and
thereby giving the cow-boys free access to the grove, and the
fruits thereof.

(d) BP, VP, and BVP state that Krsna with Rama and others
went to the palm--grove, when the boys requested him to let
them have the sweet palm-fruit. In BhP, Krsna is first requested
by his play-mates, Sridama, Subala, etc., and asked to kill the
asses ; while HV states that Krsna went of his own accord.

According to HV and BhP it is Rama who is attacked by, and
kills in fight, the ass Dhenuka, and then Krgna helped to strike
other asses ; in BYP the ass Dhenuka, seeing Krsna, prays for
death and subsequent relief from that birth. Krsna could not kill
one who was thus his devotee, but soon after, the ass forgot all
and attacked Krsna and was ultimately killed. Dhenuka is, here
stated to be ‘Sahasika’, the son of Bali, cursed by Sage Durvasas
for having disturbed his Yogic peace, by having sexual inter-
course with Tidottama, in the same cave, where the sage was
resting.

(e) as stated above, BhP transposes incidents (v)and (vi)
while BVP gives this, as coming after Indra festival (see viii
below ). PP,in one Ms, states this, after the cobra incident,
mentioned under iv. BVP continues in the next adh. 23 and
24, the Durvasas story, saying how he himself was tempted to
marry, by the sight of the naked coition, and getting a trouble-
some wife, cursed her to death, and this sin brought about his
defeat in the case of Ambarisa ( BVP 25).

(a ) vii- PRALAMBASURA.

(b)BP187.1-30 ; VP 9. 1-30 ; PP 272. 140-143 ; HV71; BVP
16, 14-19; BhP 18, 17-32,
A 15,
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(¢) disguised as & Gopa, this demon, took part in the play of
the boys, and taking Rama on his shoulders, bore him far awsay,
where he was killed by Rama.

(d) the play was to be played in pairs, and the winner was
to be borne by the defeated, as far as the Bhandira tree. Acoord-
ing to BLP, Krsna being defeated, bore his friend Sudama,
while other sources state the reverse. BP, VP, and HV state
that Balarima, while being taken away, began to cry to Krsns,
who reminded him of his powers, and encourged him with words,
when he killed the demon with a stroke of his fist. While BhP
states' that this was done without the encouragement from
Krgna. BVP mentions the name Pralamba, but brings him as
a bull, while, according to other sources, the bull is the asura Arista
(vide x below ), and gives this bull incident, after Baka
( see iv above ).

(e) VP inserts 7 stanzas, in the speech of Krsna addressed to
Rama, one, at the beginning to give the context of the Dhenuka
incident, and transposes a line, elsewhere. BhP inserts, a desori-
ption of the Grisma season in 16 stanzas, before giving this inoci-
dent, and states that the season was enjoyed like Vasanta, by all,
BP 11 = HV 3745.

BhP has additional matter after this incident:—adh. 19;
Gopas saved from fire by Krsna, in Muiija forest, adh. 20 a des-
cription of the seasons Varsa and Sarad ; a description of ‘Pravrs,
the rainy season, occurs in BP and VP, as subsequent to the
shift ( vide iv above ), and these sources, state here, that the
rains were over, and Sarad had set in- adh. 21-Gopis attracted
by Krsna's flute, sing his praise. BhP adh. 22; BVP 27-the
‘ Katyayani vrata, ' in which young girls, wishing Krsna for
their spouse, went to the river, and leaving their garments on
the banks, bathed naked. Krsna, following, took the garments
away, and after teasing them a little, favoured them; BVP
adding® that he promlsed them full play in the ‘Rasa ' dance,

1 Cf. “...Haladhara isad atrasat,” 27, AthEgatasmytxh .BhP 18.28.

3 “Trisu masesvatitesu ylyam kriddm may3 saha...vrndiranye karisyatha’
BVP 27.234.
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that was to come shortly, after 3 months. BhP adh. 23 ; BVP 18,
1-74 ( i. e. before (V) Kaliya)-Gopas were hungry, so Krsna
advised them to go to a sacrificial place nearby, and beg for food.
The boys were refused any. by the Brahmanas, but were offered
the same by the wives of the priests. In BhP, the Gopas return-
ad to Krsna, after the first refusal, and afterwards the ladies
coming to see Krsna, with food, are asked by him to return to
their husbands, who too, repent, after learning from their wives,
but could not personally go to see Krsna, ‘ for fear of Kamsa';
BVP states that the boys, of their own accord, approached the
ladies, who on hearing that Krsna and Rima were nearby, went
to see them, where the god Krsna, on being prayed, sent them all
to his Goloka, and by his power of illusion, let their shades-
“chayas''-go back to their husbands, who repented for their negli-
gence. Then, at st. 75 to end, is givenan account of how “ Agni,”
in former times, was tempted, by their beauty, to touch the wives
of the seven sages, when the sage, Angira, cursed the Fire to be
all devourer, and the ladies, to be born on the Earth, and to return
after seeing Krsna.

(a) viii- INDRA FESTIVAL.

(b) BP 187.31-188.49; VP 10.1-12 56; PP 272.181-217;
HV 72-76 ; BVP 21 (i, e. before Dhenuka vi); BhP 24-27.

(¢) Nanda, with his people, used to celebrate, every y2ar, at
the beginning of winter, festivals in honour of Indra, who show-
ered rains, and gave them and their cattle means of living. Krsna
objected to this custom, and advised, instead, the worship of hill-
Govardhana, which actually offered fooding to their cattle.
Nanda consented, and the festivities were done in honour of the
hill. Indra got angry, at this, and showered heavy rains on the
place, when Krgna lifted the hill itself, and provided shelter for
his men and cattle. Indra thus defeated, came, and prayed Krsna
for forgiveness.

(d) BP, VP and HV call this festival ‘ Sakramaha ' while
BhP calls it “ Indrayaga. ” PP mentions,? and HV implies’, that

1 “...Karisad bhita na cacalan” BhP 23.52.
2 ‘...Sapturatram nirantaram’” PP 272.183.
3 ‘“...Saptaratre tu nirvrtte......"HV 75,3956,
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it rained continuously for seven nights. According to BVP, Nanda
began to pray to Indra, when it hegan to rainheavily, when Krsna
got angry and told Nanda that he was all powerful, and able to
burn even Indra ; all the powers of the latter were rendered futile,
when he had to surrender himself to Krsna. The adh. ends with
a prayer from Nanda, where he prays Krsna as the supreme God.
The same idea occurs in BhP adh. 26, where the Gopas wondering
at the superhuman powers of the child Krsna, are told by Nanda
that he knew from Garga, that led him to think, that Krsna was
an incarnation of Narayana.” After peace was restored, Indra,
according to BP, VP, HV, came down on his elephant Airavata,
and saw Krsna on the Govardhana hill. PP does not mention
any place, while BhP states that the interview was secret, and
Indra was accompanied by the heavenly cow Surabhi. BVP
says that, as soon as Indra was made powerless, he fainted? and
then had a vision of the all pervading Krsna, whom he sub-
sepuently prayed to. In BP, VP, supported by HV, in an enlarg-
ed form, Indra requests Krsua to help Arjuna, and Krsna readily
promises to help him. Indra’s prayer in PP, is framed after the
fashion of the famous ecreation hymn in Rgveda. * Hiranya-
garbhah...etc.” The refrain of the hymn, “Kasmai devaya havisa
vidhema ” is put in this prayer as * Tasmai devaya bhavate
vidhema havisa vayam. ”’

(e ) VP inserts 19 stanzas, in all, in the course of this passage;
the l'u'p;est insertion being one of 14 stanzas, adding a description
of the Sarad season, others being, one of 3 st. stating the power of
the mountains, and another of 2 st. describing the heavy showers.
BP 187.34 ab=HYV 72.3789. BP 188.1 =HV 75.3893. HV states that
two months had passed since the Pralamba incident, when the
festival setin. PP transpeses incidents (viii) and (ix), while
BhP has additional matter between these two incidents: adh. 28.
1-9 Nanda, bathing in the river, was taken away by Varuna's
servants, and afterwards released by Krsna ; st. 10-17 : Gopas, on
hearing this incident, wished to ses, and were shown by Krsna,
his own world, the Vaikuntha. .

1 “ Manye Narayanpasyams$am...” 1 BhP 26.23.

2 “Earina jrmbhitah Sakrah sadyas tandrm avapa ca” BVP 21.170,
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(a)1¢~ RASAKRIDA (the dance with Gopls ).

(b) BP 189, 1-45; VP 13 ;PP 272. 158-180 (i. e. after x) and
(xib below); HV 77; BVP 28-53 ; BhP 29-33.

(¢ ) On a clear moonlit-night, Krsna went to the grove of
trees, where his sweet music drew all the young girls towards
him ; they were enraptured to see him alone, there, and many
kissed him, with great passion in their heart. Krsna then had
a beautiful Rasa-a dance—in which all his friends partook ; the
girls thus used to visit him at night time, though they were
prevented from doing so, by the men of their houses.

(d)BP, VP, and HV, insert before this, a talk between Krsna
and his friends, where the latter arc wondering whether he is a God
or some supernatural being, Kisna asking them to take him as
he was. After the Gopis had crowded round him, Krsna abruptly
disappeared, when they sought after him ; and after his return, the
dance came off, where Krsna alone danced with all. HV omits
the dance, and states that the Gopls were mad after Krsna, try-
ing to touch his limbs with theirs, and do all such acts of
passion. PP mentions actual sexual intercourse, and questioned
by Parvati, Rudra justifies Krsna’s amours by stating that the
whole world was the (iod’s body and there was thus no fault, with
Krspa. It also gives a story of old that the sages of the forest
Dandaka wishing for a ‘sexual union with Rama, were born as
Gopis and satisfied by Krsna ; BhP follows the details of BP,
omitting only the talk between Krsna and his friends, while BVP
which is mainly meant to glorify Radha, is now in its real
element, and devote a great portion to describing the amorous
sports of Krsna with Radha and with other girls. Having, at
adh. 28, enjoyed all the girls, he leaves them in adh. 29, and goes
with Radha alone. Adh. 30 is devoted to the story of Astavakra;
adh. 31-51 to talk between Krsna and Radha, after which the two
return at adh. 52 where it is stated that the sports went on for one
month, and this brings the boyhood of Krsna to an end ¢ “uktam
kisoracaritam...” BVP 53. 53.

(o) BP 199. 6, 42=HV 77. 4071,4087 respectively. (v.1l.in HV)
“Mryayante” for ‘ramayanti’; while VP inserts 17 stanzas: One
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passage of 11 stanzas, giving the different marks of Krsna, which
the girls are tracing, to find him out; this piece being substituted
for one st. of BP. Other insertions are: one of 2 st. ‘Gopis think-
ing of Krsna and second of 4 St. ‘Gopis acting Krspa'. The
nature of additional matter in VP will thus be clear. A compa-
rison of the total o’ adhs. and stanzas in VP and BP, for this
story as a whole shows an excess of 6 adhs. and 153 stanzas in VP.

(a) x-—ARrs;‘A, THE BULL.

(b) BP 189. 46-58 ; VP 14; PP 272. 144-149 ab; HV 78; BVP
16. 14-19 ; BhP 36. 1-15.

(e) One evening, a Bull--an Asura named Arista-came and
attacked the cow-shed, the boys and girls being frightened, ran to
Krspa, who fought with it, and killed it.

(d) BP and VP states that Krsna, was, at this time, engaged
in dancing (Rasasakte), HV saying that he was amorously
sporting, ( Ratiparayane ) while according to PP, he was playing
with the girls, some childish games. HYV, which has whole
stanzas agreeing with BP text, seemns to have a different reading,
here. BhI does not give any clue to say how Krsna was engag-
ed. While all other sources agree, in saying that the bull was
killed with a horn, rooted out from its head, PP states that it
was killed with a palm tree, struck between its horns. For BVP,
see above, under ( vii ), where the bull is named Pralamba.

(e) BP. 189.46=HYV 78.4099 ; BPT 56¢cd, 57=HYV 4118, 4119ab.
( with some v. I.).

BhP inserts between the incidents (ix) and (x) adhs 34:
Nanda relieved from the grasp of a serpent by Krsna;
Sahkhacﬁda, a follower of Kubera, tried to take away some of the
girls, when they cried for help and Krsna killed him. 35: Gopis
singing in praise of Krsna, while he was away,

(a) xi-—-KAMSA ON THE ALERT.

Except in the case of Pitania, where she is shown to be an
emigsary of Kamsa, all other attacks against Krsna, come as
accidents ; at least, Kamsa’s agency in bringing these about, is
not mentioned. But we now come to & point where Kamsa is
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directly concerned. Owing to the peculiar arrangement of the
text, this incident has to be divided into three sub-units ;—( A)
Akrira on the mission, ( B ) Kesi, the horse, and (C) with Akrara
to Mathura. Last is, in fact, a continuation of the first, and the
horse incident, has practically no bearing on Akrira’s mission:
but the majority of sources, insert the incident (B ), as shown
here, and only some, as will be shown below, point it in proper
context ; so we follow the course generally accepted.

(A) AKRURA ON THE MISSION.

(b) BP 190. 1-21 : VP 15. 1-24 ; PP. 272, 217¢d-230 ; HV 79,
80; BVP 63-65, BhP 36. 16-34; DBh 24. 1-9,

(c¢) when Krsna had performed the feats, as described above,
Narada came to Kamsa and told him of the birth of Krsna, and
his life amnong the cowherds. Kamsa, thereupon, thinking of his
own safety, asked Akrara, Dinapati, Master of charities, to go to
Gokula, and fetch the boys Rama and Krsna. for the festivities
of Dhanuryaga, that were going to be celebrated shortly.

(d) According to HV, the interview between Kamsa and
Narada comes off in the Khatvanga grove, and then he called off
a full court, where he upbraids Vasudeva for haviirg deceived
him, and then sends Akriira on the mission. In BP and VP,
Karmsa says to Akrira, that he would kill all Yadavas, except
Akrura, who was his friend. In BVP, Kamsa consults purohita
Satyaka, a disciple of Sukra, telling, him of the bad dreams that
haunted him. Satyaka advises Akrura, Uddhava or Vasudeva
to be sent to Nandavraja. Last person refused, when Kamsa
went to kill him with a sword, but was kept away by others, and
Akrira was sent away. While according {o BhP, Kamsa first
orders arrangements for the festival and then sends away Akrura
who replies to the boasts of Kamsga, that Fate was final in all
matters, DBh says that Kamsa was informed of the festivities
in Gokula, and his doubts were confirmed by Narada, so he sent
for the boys to be killed under pretext of the Dhanuryaga.

(e) Vij. after Kamsa's orders for the festival, inserts a
passage of 32 stanzas, where he tells his Mahamatra of his illicit
birth, and consequent hatred for all Yadavas. BVP devotes
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adhs. 66-69 to Krsna's amors with Radha when he is called back
by Brahma.

(B) KESL THE HORSE.

(b) BP 190. 22-48 ; VP 16. 1-28 ; PP. 149-157; HV 81 ;BVP i6.
20-74 ; BhP 37. 1-25,

(¢ ) Kesi, a demon in the form of a horse, frightened the people
of Gokula, when Krsna attacked him, and putting his hand in
the horse’s mouth, drew away the teeth, and tore him in two,
which felled him to the ground, dead. At this time, Narada came
to see Krsna and told him that the horse was very powerful, and
his death gave him the name KeSava ; Narada then left Krsna,
promising to see him again the next day at the festive occasion
in Mathura.

(d) HV states that Kamsa sent for Ke3i, and gave him the
mission of killing Krsna, while, further on, the Gopas tell Krsna!
that he was a brother ( ? ) of Kamsa, and dear t)> him as life; BP,
VP, and BhP state only that he was sent by Kamsa: ‘ Kamsa-
datah pracoditah ' BP, VP ; ‘Kamsaprahitah’ BhP ; PP states that
Krsna killed the horse with a stroke of his fist, on its head. The
interview between Krsna and Narada is not found in PP and
BVP, while IIV states® that the saze was speaking from the sky,
unseen. DBh mentions® the death of Kesi, without any details,
as having saddened Kamsa.

(e) The order of incidents here, is different in PP, and BVP
as compared with other sources : PP has, Arista, Keél, Rasa dance,
Indra festival, and Akrira’s despatch ; while BVP places * Baka,
the crane, Pralamba, the bull, and Ke$l, ’ before the shift of
Gokula settlement, adding that these three and one other, Vasu-
deva, were gandharvas, devotees of Krsna, who took lotuses from
the reserved pond of Parvati for worship, and were, according to
the punishment laid down, turned into demons, but restored to
their former life by the sight of Krsna. BhP inserts, after this,

1 * Ksa Kamsasya sahajah pranas tasya bahidearah.” HV 81. 4294,
2 * Athahantarhito vipro Naradah khagamo munih, " HV 81, 4331,
3 “ Tatha vinihatah Kesi jiatva Karhsotidurmanah, " DBh 24. 8,
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one-other incident : 37. 26-33, where Vyoma a son of Maya,
disguised as a cow-boy takes away the Gopas, who are then
relieved by Krsna.

(C ) WITH AKRURA TO MATHURA.

(b) BP 191. 191. 1-192, 67 ; VP 17. 1-19. 9; PP 272. 231-330;
HV 82-34 ; BVP 70. 1-72. 14 ; BhP 31. 1-41. 6.

(c¢) Akriira reached Gokula in the evening, where he saw
Krsna with other boys and cattle. He was greatly pleased to see
the God incarnate and approaching humbled himself before Krsna,
who received him with great respect, and took him home to
Nanda, where Akriira, after refreshing himself, delivered his
message, asking the cowherds to attend with milk and otler
presents for the festival, and accordingly, having rested at
night, he left in the morning with the boys in his chariot. They
reached Yamuna, where, while bathing in the waters, Akrira
had a divine vision of the god whom he prayed devotedly; on
reaching Mathura, the boys, as they wished, were left alone, and
Akrira returned home.

(d) According to PP, Akrira here tells Nanda, the secret of
Krsna's birth, how the girl flying from Karmsa’s hands, told him of
his approaching death, and how this led Kamsa to send his agents,
who were killed by Krsna, and how even the present occasion
was intended to do away with Krsna. This news frightened
Nanda and others, who were then addressed by Krsna, who told
them that he would kill Kamsa. In HV, Akrura exhorts Krsna
on behalf of Devaki and Vasudeva, whom he should see, as was
his duty to relieve them from the pain of separation. All the
above sources, except HV, state that the girls of the place were
sorry at the approaching separation and afraid that Krsna would
not return, wanted to oppose Akrira, while according to BVP,
they do it actually, and break down the chariot of Akrira, who
is soon relieved by Krsna. PP saysthat Akrura rubbed the feet
of Krsna, while he was sleeping at night. HYV states that Akrura
took the boys to his house in Mathura and asked them not to see
their parents, as it would displease Karmsa ; Krsna replied that
they would go seeing the city and do it without anyone’s know-

A 16,
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ing it. DBh makes a brief story of the life of Krspa, without
entering into any details. HV contains a very beautiful descri-

ption of the evening and morning, in this passage.

This brings the main unit VIII: ‘Krsna in the cow-settlement,’
with its ( xi ) subunits, to an end. All these eleven incidents
cannot be attributed to Kamsa’'s agency, and ‘Indra festival ’
and the moonlight dance ’as also the ‘Kaliya’ have nothing to
do with Kamsa, so we have to take the unit VIII as denoting a
period, instead of a single incident.

IX. KRSNA, THE DEATH OF KAMSA.

(b) BP 192, 194.17 ; VP 19.10-21 17 ; PP 272. 33I-293; HV
84-89 ; BVP 12. 15-115 ; BhP 41. 7-45. 23.

(o) Krsna’s arrival in Mathura, and the subsequent death of
Kamsa, is here treated as one whole incident, which can be
arranged in the following order of minor ones :—

(1) Kamsa's washerman killed by Krsna, because he would
not give his clothes to the brothers.

(2) The flower-merchant, impressed by the boys, offered
them flowers, and got their blessings in return.

(3) Haunch-back maid-‘ Kubja '-offered sandalpaste to Krsna,
and was made straight right by him, who also promised to visit
her house.

(4 ) The two brothers visited the armoury, where Krsna
broke a great bow, put down the watchmen that came to oppose
him, and left the place.

These are the incidents of the evening that saw the boys in
Mathura. No complete agreement exists as to their place of
sojourn at night. Kamsa learnt of these mischiefs, and determin-
ed to bring about the end of the boys, somehow or other, ordered
his wrestlers Cantira and Mustika to kill the boys, in course of
the dual, also arranged that his mad elephant‘ Kuvalayaplda ’
should be kept, at the entrance, ready to attack the boys, and then
awaited sunrise, keeping awake the whole night anxiously.

Next morning, when the whole of the place was full of
spectators, Krsna and Rama entered the arena, after killing the
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elephant, and while the spectators were looking on in wonder,
Krsna fought Cinura and Rama with Mustika ; after the death
of the two wrestlers, Krsna fought another To$alaka, and when
this too met his death, others fled away in fright, whereupon
Kamsa, mad at seeing all his plans failed, ordered all the Yadavas,
and the boys to be made captives ; Krsna ran to Kamsa and pull-
ing him down from his seat, killed him ; while Kamsa was being
dragged to death, his guard Suniama, ran to defend him, but was
despatched by Rama.

The brothers, then saw their parents and bowed to them in re-
verence, Vasudeva and Devaki glad at their reunion with the
boys, fondly welcomed Krsna and Balarama.

Krsna then reestablished Ugrasena on the throne, and restored
peace to all the people of Mathura.

(d) HV give, ’ Gunaka, ' and BhP‘Sudamsa, ’ as the name
of the flower-merchant. BVP, which devotes some stanzas
to describe the city, saying that it was done by Visvakarma,
charges the order of incidents, and starts with Kubja, who is
described’ as ‘ extremely old,’ and made young snd beautiful
by the mere sight of Krsna?; after her comes the Malikara, and
then the Rajaka, who refers to his amorous sport in Vrandavana.
HV gives here, the talk between Kamsa and his Mahamatra,
giving a story of the former’s birth, which BhP transposes, and
places before the mission was entrusted to Akriara. PP states
that Krsna stayed for the night in the sacrificial hall, with his
followers ; according to BVP, Nanda, Krspa and others stayed
with Kuvinda, a Vaisnava of the city, whence, when all others
were asleep, Krsna visited Kubja, in secret, and telling her that
ghe was the former Sirpanakha, gave her sexual satisfaction.
BhP states® that the brothers returned to their camp, a place
probably outside the city, where Nanda and other cowherds,
had kept the carts for the night.

HYV states that Kamsa was dressed in white, for the occasion
of the festival. BVP gives the breaking of the bow as an inci-

J, «...Vrddham ati Jaraturam ...” BVP 72.16.
2. “dri Krsnadrstimatrena...Yatbd dvadasavargiyd...” opp. cit 72.22.
3. *...Purat Sakatamiyatuh,” BHP 42.23,
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dent of the morning. The description of the wrestling match in
HYV 87 4716-21, compares well with that in Mbh IV.[3.27-31 abed
describing the fight between Bhima and Jimuta; in fact, the fext
of these times is the same in both the places. BhP adds Kiita
and Sala to the list of wrestlers, saying that the first was dis-
posed of by Rama, and the second by Krsna. It also states' that
Kamsa had eight brothers, ‘Kanka, Nyagrodhaka' etc. who were
despatched by Rama with his weapon parigha, after Kamsa was
killed. According to PP?, Kamsa was sitting on the top of his
palace, whence he was thrown down by Krsna, while others state
that Kamsa was dragged by his hair, from his seat, and killed by
Krsna ; while BVP states that Krsna did this ‘as in sport’. BP
and VP give the prayer by Vasudeva addressed to Krsna as God.
BhP mentions that Krsna used his Maya to make his parents
forget his real form, others stating that the boys saw their
parents and were embraced by them with great affection.

(e) In the aftermath PP states that Nanda and other cow-
herds were sent back with presents, while BVP gives a long dis-
course at adhs.73-90, wherein Nanda is consoled by Krspa with
various stories, discussion on Dharma, and Adharma, dreams etc.
and after this. Uddhava is sent to Gokula to solace Yasoda, Radha
and others, Nanda staying on with Krsna®*. Adhs. 92-97 are
allotted to Uddhava’s misson to Gokula, where he promises
Radha to send -back Krsma, which on his return to Mathura, he
reports duly, at adh. 98, when Krsna says that he cculd not fulfil
the promise, still he would pay the visit, in a dream, as he did.’®
HYV gives the wailing of Kamsa’s wives at adh.88, and in the
next, Ugrasena offers the throne to Krsna, which he humbly
refuses, and crowns Ugrasena. BhP gives some stanzas in
which Krspa consoles Nanda and sends him to Gokula, promising,®
to psy them a visit, which promise, however, curiously enough,
is not fulfilled.

1. “Tasyanuja bhratarostau...1...40 ; tanstusamyattdn Rohinisutah 1 Ahan
parigham udyamya...” BhP 44.

9. Apatayat dharaprsthe prasadasikharad Harih PP 278,380.

3, Akrgya maiicakat Karmsam jaghana lilaya mune” BVP 72.93.

4, Op. oit adh. 91.

5. Harir jagima svapne ca Gokulam virahdkulam. Op. cit 98.42.

6. Jiiatin vo dragtum esyamo vidhaya suhrdam sukham BhP 45,23
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(a) X. SAMDIPANI, THE TUTOR.

(b) BP 194.18-22; VP 81.18-31; PP 273.1-5; HV 90; BVP 99-102;
BhP 45.26-50.

(c¢) Rama and Krsna then approached Kadya Samdipan! of the
city of Avanti, and learnt from him the science of archery. As
fees, Krsna brought back to life the tutor’s son, long dead at
sea, and gave him great pleasure. The child was taken by
Paiicajana, a demon living in a conch at sea; Krsna killed the
demon, getting for himself the conch known afterwards as Pafica-
janya, and bringing back the son, the brothers then returned to
Mathura.

(d) Upanayana of the boys, essential for cne to make ‘twice-
born’ is mentioned in PP, BVP and BhP, "where Garga initiated
them into the sacred Gayatri. HV states that Krsna was, by
now, become young : ‘Praptayauvanadehah.” BP, VP, HV and
BhP mention the period of study as 64 days, while BVP gives it
as one month, and omits any reference to the revival of the
tutor’s son, stating' that it was Samdipani, who initiated the
boys in the sacred Gayatri, and that among the persons who
attended the cermony, were, besides, heavenly gods, Nanda and
Yas$oda, and the widow Kunt! with her sons.

(o) DBh 24.15 states that after their return from their tutor
the boys were 12 years’ old. After this incident BhP at adh.
46,47, inserts Uddhava’s mission in Gokula, which BVP places
before ( vide IX c. above), and at the next two adhs. (48,49),
Krsna, after visiting the haunchback maid, sends Akrura to get
news of the Pandavas, which news discloses the ill-will of
Dhrtarastra towards his nephews. This is, of course, an effort to set
the life of Krsna, in the MBh context, a feature found only in
this Purans.

(a) XI. JARASAMDHA, THE LORD OF MAGADHA.

This incident, giving (i) the repeated attacks of this powerful
king, on Mathura, includes, also, (ii) the struggle with and the
death of Kilayavana ; notes are accordingly divided into two
parts, below.

1. “Gayatrim ca dadau tabhyam munih Samdipanistaths” BVP 101-14.
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(b)=(i) BP 195; VP 22; PP 273.6.33; HV 91-99; BVP mere re-
ference in one line;~“Vijitya ca jarisammdham nihatya yavanam
tatha" 103.13; BhP 50.1-43, 52.6-14.

.(ji)-BP 196.1-197.7; VP 23.1-24.7; PP 273.33-70; HV (100-109,
re. other inoidents, see below) 110-116; BVP mere reference ; BhP
50,44-52.5.

(¢ )~(i)~Jarasamdha, the father-in-law of Kamsa, laid siege to
the oity of Mathura, with a large army, 23 Aksauhinis strong,
but Krsna and Rama, armed with their divine weapons, com-
pletely defeated Jarasamdha, and put him to flight, this attack
and defeat was repeated 18 times.

(i) Kalayavana, another powerful king, then attacked
Mathura, Krsna tired of these frequent troubles, secretly removed
all the people of the city to Dvaraka, and then singlehanded,
began to fly, pursued by the Yavana king: Krsna entered a cave
where Mucakunda, of the solar race of kings, was sleeping sound-
ly. Having had a boon from the gods above, that whoever
disturbed the warrior in his sleep, would be burnt down the mo-
ment his eyes were cast open the victim; Krsna hid himself
behind this sleeping warrior, and Yavana following, thought the
sleepinr person to b2 no other than Krsna himself and kicked
Mucakunda, who awaking, looked at the offender, who was
immediately turned to ashes. Krsna then reconciled himself with
Mucakunda and left for Dvaraka.

(d)-{) PP gives the army of Jarasamdha, as ‘100 Aksau-
hinis strong, HV giving this number as 20, which was destroyed
by Krsva alone. IV 91 and BhP, in the Vij. Recn. gives a list
of kings in the army of Jarasaindha, HV mentioning Duryodhana
and other sons of Dhrtarastra among them. These two sources
dsseribe the siege laid at the four gates of Mathura, as also the
details of the fight at these gates. BhP, Vij. Recn., in the inser-
ted adhs. here, states that Jarasaindha returned after three months,
having had help from the Asura Bana, and was defeated, thus,
for 17 times and last time, the instigation to Kalayavana, by
Jarasarndha, is mentioned in HV, PP ; and BhP states that Kala.
wasg instigated by Nirada, and seeing the attack on one side by
this Kala, and on the other, by Jarasamdha, Krsna removed his
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people to Dvaraka. According to HV and BhP vij. Krsna
betakes himselt with Rama, to the hill Gomanta, where he is
pursued by Jarasamdha, who set fire to the hill and returned
satisfied that Krsna wag dead in the fire. This last, as in BhP
Vij. while HV states that Krsna suppressed the hill, in the
seawaters by forcing his feet, and then both the brothers sprang
in the army of Jarasamdha, and defeated it. Those two sources
HYV and BhP also mention the defeat and death of Srgéla Vasu-
deva of Karavirapura, by the brothers, on their way to the hill.
BVP gives this last incident of Srgila, at its adh. 121, where he
challenged Krsna, and was killed, adding that he was Subhadra,
a door-keeper of the God, cursed by Laksmi.

BP, VP and HV give a story of the birth of Kdlayavana from
the sage Garga, who was once insulted by some one calling him,
an eunitch, which sent the sage to penance in the forests. and his
subsequent entertainment by a childless Yavana king; the latter’s
wife, being united with Garga, brought out this Kala. HV, at
adhs. 111,112 gives the mission sent by Jarasaihdha, through
Salva. asking the Yavana king to attack Mathura, which he

agrees to, and adli. 113 being allotted to the reception of Krsna
in Mathura, the shifting to Dvarka comes off in the next adhyaya,

so that, at adh. 116, IV reverts to the birthstory of Kila. where
Narada points to him the Yadavas as fit to be fought with, and,
in answer to Krgna’s challenge of a serpent sent in a jar, the
Yavana kills it by ants. According to BP, VP and PP, Krsna
asked 12 yojanas ( 30 in PP ) of land, from the sea, and there
built the city. HV (adh. 113) states that Garuda found out the
place : DBh agreeing with HV, adds that Krsna afterwards re-
formed the old city : “ Silpibhih karayamasa jirnoddharam. ”’
24. 31. While BVP, at adh. 103 asks for 100 yojanas of land from
the sea and gives instructions to Visvakarman to build the city
in the most gorgeous style, without using any wood material-
Kuru kastham vina Purim 103. 68 ’’; next adh. 104 describes the
unwillingness of Ugrasena to leave Mathura, the place of his
forefathers, his heing persuaded by Krsna to shift. The incident
about the solar king Mucakunda burning Kalayavana, being

thus altogether omitted from this source. HV too, gives at
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adh. 116, the building of Dvaraka by Visvakarman, mentioning
the hall Sudharma for holding the court, which hall, by the bye,
was, according to BP and VP, ordered for, by Krsna, from Indra
through Vayu, the incident being mentioned as coming off
immediately after Ugrasena’s establishment to the throne of
Mathura,- PP 274. 8, and BhP 50. 55, refer to Indra's voluntarily
giving the hall, latter source having stated, at 50, that Dvaraka
was & fort ‘ Durga, ' built in the midst of seawaters; ‘ Antah
samudre. ' ‘

(e) The usual MBh refrain ‘ na prajiiayata kimcana ’used in
describing fights, is found at PP 272. 19d ; Dasa castau ca sam-
graman ’ BP 195. 11a = HV 93. 5126a. This incident, of Jara-
samdha’s invasions, is referred to at MBh II. 19, where Krsna
persuades the Pandavas to take up his cause, and, as if to reserve
this Magadha king for a death from Bhima, PP and HV, which
in the course of describing the battle, give a duel between Jara-
samdha and Rama, where the latter overpowers the former,
and while about to dispose him off for good, is prevented from
doing s0, by & word of the sky, according to HYV, and by XKrsna
himself according to PP.

(a) XI1. BALARAMA IN GOKULA.

(b) BP 197.8—198.19; VP 24.8-25.19 ; PP 374. 10-12; HV
103 : BVP 106.1-9 : BhP 65.

(¢) Balarama paid a visit to Gokula, where he passed some
days happily in the company of Gop's ; while rambling in forests,
he took to the habit of drinking. In his sojourn here, he drew
the river Yamuna with his plough towards him. After two
months, he returned to Mathura, and there married the princess
Revati, and from her he had two sons, Nisatha and Utsuka.

(d) BP and VP mention that God Varuna had sent Varuni
for the pleasure of Rima and then she appeared in Kadamba tree,
while HV states that the cowherds offered him wine, as befitting
the occasion, and Rama drank of it in company with the Gopas
and Gopis. PP and BVP omit this incident mentioning only
the marriage with Revatl. BhP takes this incident of Rima’s
trip to Gokula after the Banasura episode, and there combines
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the two accounts about wine,' mentioning the marriage incident
long long back, at adh. 52. 15, after Jarisamdha’s burning the
hill, where Vij. inserts an account of king Revata, the father of the
bride, having gone to heaven to consult God Brahma, who points
to Balarama as the fitting bridegroom. The bride was born in Adi-
yuga, and very tall, but Rama made her short by means of his
plough. Vij. also inserts before 52. 15, a MBh reference where
Krsna, hearing of the defeat of Drupada by the Pandavas, sends
Krtavarma, to get news from Hastinapura. BVP states®that she
was 27 ages old, but does not refer to her tallness. HYV mentions
the marriage at the end of adh. 116, after the Yadavas were
established in Dvaraka.

HYV clearly states that the Yamuni, which was flowing at a
distance, was drawn and made to flow through the fields of
Vrndavana, a feat of which Rama is rightly proud. The names
of the sons of Rama are given in PP and VP.

(&) XIII KRSNA'S MARRIAGE WITH RUKMIl‘il_.

(b) BP 199.1-11; VP 26. 1-11 ; PP 274. 13-275. 19; HV 104~
109 ; 117,118 ; BVP 105-109 ; BhP 52. 16-54. 60 ( other sources
also mention this incident with a few details).

( ¢ ) Bhismaka, king of Kundinapura, in Vidarbha, wished tc
marry his daughter Rukmin!l to Krsna, but Rukmi, the brothe:
of the bride, influenced by Jarasardha, offered her to Sisupila o
the Cedis ; Krsna with his retinue, came to attend the marriage
ceremony as a spectator, and took away the bride, defeating Rukm'
and his partisans, who pursued to fight with him.

(d) PP inserts here a son of the Purohita, BVP a Brahmant
Sudharmi, and BhP some Brahmana ‘Aptam dvijam kameit,’ a
being sent by Rukmini-by Bhismaka, accordiné to BVP,~with ¢
message to Krsna in Dvaraka. HV, by giving the incident ir
two places, has created some inconsistency in the thread of th
narrative, at adh. 104, Krsna hears of the proposed Svayamvar
of Rukminl, and proceeds, properly attended to the place of sele
otion. In the adhs. following, 105-109, Rukmi and his friends ar

1 # Varupapresitd devi varuni vrksakotarXt, patanti BhP 65. 19,

2 ¢ vayo yasyd gatam satyam yuganam saptavimsatih, " BVP 106. 3,
A, 17,
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disconcerted at Krsna's appearance, but he is well received by
Kaisika, and is ultimatrly crowned on the throne of Vidarbha by
the same prince, and Jarasammdha and Sunitha, who objected to
Krsna’s presence, were formally reconciled with Krsna, who
returns to Mathura, without the Svayamvara coming off, appar-
ently. Adhs. 110-115, are devoted to Kailayavana story, and
Dvaraka is built at adh. 116, and then at 117, we see the story of
Rukmin! taken up again, where apparently, the question of
choice is put aside, and Jarasamdha, with the influence of other
lfings resolves upon the marriage of Rukmini with the Cedi prince
Sisupala. The usual questioning of Janamejaya, as to who
Rukm! was etc. which should rightly have come at the begin-
ning at adh. 104, is seen here quite. out of place. Then comes
her abduction by Krsna, the defeat of Rukmi etc. as is told in BP
accounts. In BVP Krsna is accompanied by Bhisma, Drona,
Pandavas ete. and has a fight with Rukmi, Salva etc., at the gates
of Kundinapura, and after their defeat, is received by Bhismaka
in the palace court and subsequently married to Rukmini, whose
mother Subhadra, weeps at the departure of the couple to Dvaraka.
PP mentions the worship of Durga by the bride previous to the
marriage, HV, of Indrani, and BhP of Bhavanij, in a temple out-
side the city, from where she was taken away by Krsna leaving
Rama and other Yadavas to fight with the pursuers. Vij Recn.
inserting some stanzas, states that Rukm!l overtook Krgna while
he was crossing thte river Narmada. In describing the marriage,
PP and BVP state that Nanda, with his men, had come to attend
the ceremony. BVP adding, at adh. 110, 111 that Yasoda asked
for Tattvajiana, and Krsna tells her to have it from Nanda;
Yasoda going to see Radha, who tells her that Krsna was the
Lord God, and engages herself in meditation.

(8) XIV. PRADYUMNA AND SAMBARA.

(b) BP 199.12-200, 30; VP 26,12-27.31; PP 277.2 (mere refe-
rence, while introducing the Usa story); HV 163-167, after the
Parijata incident; BVP 112.1-33; BhP 55. 1-40; DBh 24. 43-25. 24.

(¢) Bukmim gave birth to a son who was taken away, by the
demon Sambara, on the sixth day of the child’s birth; the child

was reared up by Mayavati, the wife of the Asura, and when came
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of age, she had a passion for the young boy, the reason being that
she was Ratl, wife of Cupid, who was now born as Pradyumna,
who, of course, upon knowing the facts, killed the Asura in fight
and returned to Dvaraka with his wife, where he was joyfully
received by his parents, who were told of the facts by Narada.

(d) BP, VP and BhP state that the child was thrown into the
sea,where it was swallowed by a fish, which was caught,and brought
to Mayavatl, who, upon cutting the fish, saw the child, when
Narada told her of the incidents of her former life, saying that
the child was her busband, and should be reared up. HV and
BVP state that it was taken on the seventh day, and Sambara, of
his own accord,gave it to his wife Mayi, who was awakened to the
former things,by inspiration according to HV, by Sarasvat! accord-
ing to BVP ; HV gives a long description of the fight where Pra-
dyumna, first kills the warriors of éamabara,and finally the Asura
himself. Pradyumna is, here, helped by Indra, who sends Narada
with the Vaisnavistra, and armour, when the Asura, having
failed in his Miyvas-illusive powers,~was about to hurl his power-
full Mudgara given him by goddess Uma. Pradyumna, under the
advice of the sage, prays to Durga, and by, her favour, the large
mace is turned into a garland of flowers, on the neck of the
young hero. According to BVP, which, substitutes wind for
Narada, as messenger. asking to pray Durga, which turns the Siila
into flowers, the Asura was killed by Brahmastra; whilein BhP,
Pradyumna cuts off the head of Sambara, by & sword. In BVP
alone the fight comes off as a consequence of the young hero
being detected in the course of amour with the Asura’s wife.
Other sources state that Pradyumna, on knowing of his birth
calls on the Asura for a fight, while HV, dealing with details,
states that the challenge was given by bringing down the flag—
staff of the Asura with an arrow from the hero.

(o) Vij. Recn. inserts 3 stanzas, at the beginning of BhP 55,
to state that Krsna, got this son, as afavour from the God Slva,
who was pleased by Krsna’s penance. In DBh, Krsna grieves at
the loss of the child, and upon praying to the Devi, the Goddess
shows him the traces, which lead to the recovery of the boy.
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(a) XV KRSNA’S OTHER WIVES AND CHILDREN.

( A) Besides Rukmini, Krsna married seven other wives; of
these, Krsua won ( 1)Satyabhamai, and ( 2) Jimbavati, in the affair
of the Syamantaka diamond, mentioned at PP.276.1-37 ; BVP 122;
BhP 56,57 ; VyP 96.20-98 : other sources give only the names of
all these, and their progeny : BP 201.15; VP 28.1-5; HV 118.6696
ff., BhP giving details about others, too, at adh. 58:(3) Kalindl
daughter of the Sun, seen by Krsna while he was walking in
company with Arjuna, on the banks of the river Yamuna; she
had decided to marry no other, and was accepted by Krsna.
(4) Mitravinda, a cousin-a daughter of the Pitrsvasi- of Krsna,
wag, knowing her love for him, carried away against the will of
her brothers Vindanuvinda, friends of Duryodhana. (5) Satya,
daughter of king Nagnajita, was won by defeating seven power-
ful bulls. (6) Bhadra, daughter of Srutakirti, and a cousin of
Krsna, was offered him by her brothers, and accepted in marriage;
(7) Laksmana, princess of Madra, was in ‘Svayamvara’, carried
away by Krsna. There is some difference in the names of these
wives, as found in other sources. BP, VP and agreeing with these
HYV, give : Kalindl, Mitravinda, Satya of Nagnajit, Jambavatl,
Rohini, Sudila, dsughter of Madraraja, Satyabhama, and Laksma-
ni. HYV adding with regard to the last that she was the daughter
of Saibya ; while PP, after concluding the Syamanta story with
a line of Phalasruti, states that three of these wives were daugh-
ters of Madraraja, and in the list that follows at adh. 276.40-41,
substitutes Susila for Bhadra and prefixes ‘Su’ to Laksmana.
DBh list at adh. 24. 40-41 agrees with BhP.

(B) Krsna’s killing Narakasura, in a fight, at the request of
Indra, gained him 16000 maidens, whom he married. This inci-
dent brought about another, in which Krspa going to heaven
brought the tree Parijata, for his wife Satyabhama. Both these
are given in the different sources as follows :—

BP 202-204 ; VP 29-31; PP 276. 42-110; HV 121-1:5 ; BVP 112.
37-41, and 113. 41 ; BhP 59. DBh. 25. 25-27 ( om. Naraka ) ; BP 69.
81, 82 (om. Parijata ). It is interesting to note here, that while BP,
VP, and PP give comparatively equal space to both these inci-
dents, HV attaches greater length to the second ; BVP makes very
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small business of both,giving them only in different references; BhP
disposes of Parijata in 3 st. (59. 38-40) only, and the minor sources
DBh and LP barely mention one, omitting the other altogether.
This shows a tendency in each, to dilate upon, or shorten the inci-
dent according to the will of the author. Vij. to make up for the
shortcoming of the original, inserts, after BhP 59, three adhs.
giving a detailed description of Krsna’s fight with the gods, in
the Parijata affair, where a stanza 65. 10, is seen to be framed
after the text of BP 203.24. PP inserts a talk between Naraka
and Krsna, where the former puts as his last prayer that people
performing auspicious bath on the day of his death,~-now popular-
1y known as ‘ Narakacatardasi,’- should be exempt from hell.
As regards, the tree itself, PP states that Satyabhama was insult-
ed by S‘a.ci, not offering her the flowers of the tree, and asked her
Tord Krsna to take the tree away, who agreed' that it should be
on the earth till hislife-time, while HV shows Narada as root
of the quarrel, as he brought a flower of the tree, and gave it to
Rukmini, when Satyabhama was enraged, and Krsna, to satisfy
her, sent word to Indra, through Narada, and upon being reject-
ed,~Indra here refers to the Khandava incident of the MBh, as one
having occurred long back ( ¢f. “ Khandave carjunaratham puwra
vahayata ...” HV 129. 7300 )-went on to fight, and that the tree
was to remain on the earth for® a year only, when it was offered
along with Krsna, by Satyabhama, to Narada, in fulfillment of
a ‘ vrata, ' while BhP states,® that it was planted in the court
yard of Satyabhima, without giving the period.

( C) Krsna had a number of children from all these wives and
had thus a very large family. Ruakmini is said to have 10 sons,
and a daughter, Pradyumna being the first of all:; the extent
of all isgiven at BP 205. 1-5 ; VP 32, 1-5 ; HV at the end of the
adh. 118 and with more details at adh. 162 : BhP 61. 1-19; BVP
112. 36-41; of these BhP gives the largest number of names, BP,
VP and HV giving only the names of the sons of Rukmini, and
BVP taking her as the model,* puttlng ten sons and a daughter

1 Mayi svargam gate sakr a grath vtvam yathecchayad, PP 276. 106,

2 Samvatsare tato yate... parijaitam punah svargam anayat. HV 135. 7711,
3 Sthapitah Satyabhamayd grhodyanopasobhanah, BhP 59. 40.

4 “ Ekasyam das$a putri$ ca kanyakaik@ kramena ca " BVP 113, 40,
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for each of these wives, all concluding that the total number was
very large.

BP 201. 6-26 ; VP 28, 6-28; HV 119; and BhP 61, 20-40
—first two after (A), and last two after (C),—give an incident, as
connected with the family account, where Krsna, with all his
family and relations,had gone to attend the marriage of Aniruddha,
gon of Pradyumna, with the grand-daughter of Rukml. After
the ceremony was over, Rukm], at the instigatson of Kalinga, and
others, proposed to play at dice with Balarama, knowing that he
was not an expert, and won all the bets on two days, when the
Kalinga prince laughed, showing his teeth, and Rukmi too, joined
in the ridicule. On the third-day the bet proceeded, and in the
discussion as to who won it, a word from the heaven decided in
favour of Rama, who to revenge the insult, drew away the teeth
of Kalinga and killed Rukmi with Astapada, putting others to
flight. Krspa afraid of a clash between Rima and Rukmini,
kept silent over the incident and returned to Dvaraka.

HYV states,’ that Rima himself told Krsna of the incident ;
BhP states,? that Rama killed Rukm! with an uplifted parigha.

HYV has here, in its text, BP 201. 21cd, and 23c.

After the end of Parijata affair, at adh. 135, HV has a number
of adh. 136-174, containing, besides the two references given
above: extent of Krsna's family at adh. 162, ( vide C), and
Sambara incident ( XIV ), at adh. 163-167, other subjects not
found in any of the remaining sources in the present connection,
and need not, therefore, be given here with any details.

(a) XVI LOVE AFFAIR BETWEEN ANIRUDDHA AND Usi

(b) BP 205,206 ; VP 32,33 ; PP 277; HV 175-190 ; BVP 114~
120 ; BhP 62, 63.

(¢ ) Usa, daughter of Bali’s son Bana, saw Siva and Parvatl, in-
dulging in amorous sports, and asked for the same pleasure for her-
self; when subsequently, according to Parvatl’s promise, the

voung girl saw herself enjoyed by a youth, in a dream, she was
helped by her friend Citralekhia, who identifying the youth as

1 .. R3malh...nyavedayata Krsusya tat ca sarvam... "’ HV 110,
2 * Kruddhah parigham udyamya... '’ BhP 61, 36,
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Aniruddha, got him into the harem by her magic power, and
here, the lovers stayed on. By this time, Bana, who hqd Y
thousand arms, was eager for a strong fight and prayed to Siva
for an opponent in arms. Siva told that the opportunity was
coming ; when the Asura was informed of the presence of the
youthful lover, he fought with him, and bound him fast with
serpents-' Pannagastra. © Narada took this news to Dvarka and
Krsna, with his forces invaded Sonitapura, Bana’s city. In the
strong fight that ensued, even Siva sided with the Asura, but
Krsna defeated all, cutting the host of arms of Bana, and ulti-

mately, after reconciling matters, returned to his place, with the
young lovers married.

(d) BVP differing, states that Parvati made Aniruddha eager
by sending him a dream-vision of Usia, and in response Krsna
made Usa to crave for the youth, by sending his vision to her:
that Citralekha told of Usd’s craving to Bana, when he was with
Siva and others, Ganes$a told the facts, but was asked by Siva,
not to let Bana hear him, so that after the lover had stayed with
Usa, the guards of the harem told Bana that his daughter was
pregnant, which enraged him greatly, and in spite of Siva and
others objecting, he began to fight, where Aniruddha defeated
him, and Karttikeya as well. Bali then intervened, and prayed
to Krsna who promised not to kill Bana. BP and VP state' that
Bana fought in a chariot driven by Nandi$a. PP has the first 25
numbers of this adhyaya in prose, and brings in Parvatl to pray
to Krspa to spare her husband, who was lying senseless on the
field of battle, by Krsna’s Mohanastra. BP, VP and BhP state
that when Krsna was about to hurl his discus against Bapa, the
Maya of the Daityas stood naked before him and consequently
Krsna closed his eyes and sent his Sudarsana to cut off the
Asura’s arms alone. PP stating® that Krsna’s Cakra cut off all
the weapons hurled against him by Bana and then the Asura’s
arms. HV at adh. 189, adds an incident after the marriage of
the lovers, where Krgna, adviced by Bana’s minister Kubhanda,
tries to take away Bana's cows protected by Varuna, but finally
give up the matter, at Varuna’s request. Adh. 190, the last of

1 “ NandiSasaimgrhitasvam... | adhiridho maharatham " BP 206, 28,
2 * Tanisarvayi ciocheda cakrepaiva Janardanah ” PP 277, 18,
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the Visnuparvan in HV, gives the celebrations in Dvaraka,
where the bride Usi was sent in a peacock—chariot by the
goddess Rudrani.’

(e) HYV finishes its account of Krsna with this incident. AP
which gives the whole life summary, mentions only the Yamuna-
Karsana a feat of Rama, after this, and concludes with the state-
ment that Krsna, after this, lived happily with his numerous
wives and their children. In fact, this marks the height of
Krsna's prosperity according to Puranic tradition, as even in BhP
adh. 63 ff. to the end of skandha X, except Mbh references, there
is nothing tov equal this incident.

There is one incident in which Krsna has to fight with
Paundraka Vasudeva, king of Kasi, referred to, at BP 207 ;
VP 54; PP 278; BhP 66; but this is not common to all
the sources; some mention, at HV 100; BhP Vij 52. 78 ff:
BVP 121, a Srgila Vasudeva, who was ruling in Karavira-
pura, and was killed by Krsna in course of the Southern
fight with Jarasamdha (see above under XI). VyP, in giving
the sons of Vasudeva from his different wives, mentions, at 96.183.
‘Pundra’ and ‘Kapila’ as sons of Sugandhi Vanarajl ; of these the
first becomes king, Kapila retiring to forests; both these Vasu-
devas—Sragala, according to BVP alone—are said to have imitated
Krsna, in appearance, and paraphernalia, and posed themselves as
the original, challenging Krsna for fight or surrender; the latter
cut the head of Paundraka with his cakra, when his son, under
favour of Siva, created a ‘Krtya’ and sent her against Dvaraka,
which began to take fire : so Krsna, who was then playing at dice,
sent his Sudarsana after her, which pursuing her to the end, burnt
down the city of Varanasl. PP gives the name of the son, as
Dandapani, while BhP calls him Sudaksina, BP and VP not
giving any. This incident, perhaps, records history of Krsna’s
fight with the followers of Saiva faith, who wore Pundra mark,
and imitated the Bhagavatas, BhP inserts between the Usa inoi-
dent and Paundraka affair, two adhs. 64—g1v1ng Nrgopakhyana
and 65 the lncldert no. XII, while BVP places Srgala and Sya-

1 “ Mﬁyuram ratham drubya ... | Usa sampresntﬁ devya rudrﬁnya HY 190
11032,
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mantaka, bringing in' Mbh reference in the former case, (adh. 121
and 122 ) after Usa incident, and reverts to its main theme about
Radha, and finishes the story with her reunion: (123-129) after
100 years of separation, Radha worships Ganes$a and is reunited
to Krsna, who, after fully sporting himself, finally returns to
Goloka with her, and with other residents of Gokula. 130; Narada's
marriage with Sriijaya’s daughter and his return to penance after
a short worldly life. 131; akout Fire being called ‘Hiranyaretas’.
132 a brief resumé of the BVP.

(a) XVII-EXPLOITS OF BALARAMA.

As mentioned above, the Puranic story of Krena seems to refer
to the Usa incident, as the last one of importance, and then, after
some time, comes the ‘last of the Yadavas’, which HV, forming a
part of the Mbh, omits. But before this, it was natural to give
something about Balarama, the elder brother, and here we find
the Rsis asking about the same: “Srotum iochamahe bhiyo
Balbhadrasya dhimatah : Mune parakramarm $auryam...” BP 208.

(h) In reply to this, we have two incidents recorded at BP
208, 209, VP 36,37; HV (only the first, coming after Rukmi!’s
death; see under XV), and BhP 67,68 (transposing the two), the
last source adding a few more still before coming to the end.

(¢) These two incidents are : (1) placing his plough against the
city-walls, Balarama, forcing the capital Hastinapura, into the
river Ganges, as he was enraged by the Kauravas laughing at his
orders to release Samba, Krena’s son, who was taken captive,
while he was trying to run away with the daughter of Duryo-
dhana from Svayarvara, and (2) killing Dvivida, the monkey
friend of Narakasura,as he attacked Rama, while he was enjoying
himself in his wife’s company, in the gardens of the hill Raivata.

(e) After this BhP adds a number of adhs. mainly dealing
with the Mbh. incidents. This is the only Purana which has
stated the Puranic story in Mbh. context ; the details in the BhP
portion under consideration, are:—69 Krsna's family life; 70-77
Mbh. Sabha portion from Jarasamdha to éiéupala incidents, and

1. éygﬁla upbraiding Krsna.—“Dronam Bhismam ca Karnam ca...... ghﬁtayz-
masa Mayaya' showing that Mbh, war was over already. BVP 121.9.

A. 18

e e
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Vana portion regarding Krsna'’s fight with Salva ;78 1-16 Death
of Dantavaktra and Vidiratha by Krena, in fight (PP 279.18-23
gives the death of the first, who fought ‘day and night’ with
Krsna at the gates of Mathuri, and after this, at st. 24-28, Krsna
went to Gokula, sported with the women of the place for two
months, and sending all the beings of the place to happy
Vaikuntha, returned to Dvaraka). 17-40 Rama’s pilgrimage,
during the Mahabharata war. 79-Rama’s return to Dvaraka after
the war. 80,81 {Coronation of Yudhisthira, inserted in Vij. Recn.)
also in PP 27929-36; BVP 113.37-40. XKrsna's friend-‘Kucela’
‘Sudhdaman’ in BVP; ‘Balasakha satirthya’, in PP,—struck with
poverty, made rich by Krepa ; 82 Meeting of Yadavas and Panda-
vas on the Kuruksetra, where Naunda, Yasoda too, were present.
83. Talk between Draupadi and Krsna’s wives. 84. Sacrifice
performed by Viasudeva : and then all returning to Dvaraka for
the rainy season. 85.1-26. Vasudeva praising Krsna and Rama,
27 ff. Devakl shown her dead sons by Krsna ; 86 Arjuna taking
away Subhadra, an incident, as if forgotten so long. 87 Srutigita
recited by Rsi Narayana to Narada. 88 Vrkasura story, similar
to Bhasmasura, here Narayana taking the form of a boy-‘batu’-
puts the Asura down. 89.1-21, discussion among Bhrgu and
other Reis, about the greatness of Vispu, 22-66, also at HV 170-73
PP 279.41-55; BVP 113.35; Krsna and Arjuna engaged in restoring
the dead sons of a Brahmana, where Arjuna was proved powerless.
PP states' that the Brahmana had thus lost 6 sons, the last aged
5 years, and BhP, differing,® gives three sons each dying as soon
as born. 90, Krsna's sports with his wives.

(a) XVIII—LAST OF THE YADAVAS.
(b ) BP 210-212, VP 37, 38; PP 279.56-96; BhP XI,1, 6, 30, 31,
LP 69-83-94; Mbh. XVIL.1-8.

(¢ ) Yadava boys, out of joke, took Samba dressed as a woman
to the Rsis, Visvamitra, Kanva and Narada, at the holy place
Pindaraka, and asked them, what the pregnant lady would bear.

1. “Mrtam Pa
ayam tu sasthah...”” PP 279.4143.
9. “Jatamatro bhuvam sprstvd mamara kila bharata” and “Evam dvitiyam

ficavarsikam balam” and “..mama pafica putrd purvam hata

viprarsis tytiyam tvevam ova ca,” BLP 89.22,26.
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The insulted Brihmanas told the boys that Samba would give
birth to a ‘Musala’, a rod, and it would prove ruin to all the
Yadavas. The rod was accordingly born, and the boys, afraid of
the consequences, told the whole to king Ugrasena, who pounded
it, and threw it into the sea, where it grew into Eraka grass, and
the iron ring of the rod was swallowed by a fish, secured by the
hunter Jara, who set it to his arrow. Krsna, on his side, received
the hint, and seeing bad omens, ordered all the Yadavas to pro-
ceed to the holy place Prabhasa, where the Yadavas, drunk to
excess, fell to quarrelling, and Krsna, seeing them gone out of
control, took a handful of grass and struck all to death with it.
Daruka, the charioteer, alone was left and was sent by Krsna to
earry the news to Arjuna, asking him to come for relief of those
left behind ; Rama, in the form of a serpent, expired, and Krsna
was struck in his foot by an arrow from the hunter Jara.

Ugrasena, Vasudeva and his wives, as also the principal
wives of Krsna, entered fire, while Arjuna with the remaining
ladies and men proceeded towards his own place, when the camp
was attacked, on the way, by robbers, who took away some of the
ladies too. Arjuna, who could not successfully revert the attack,
and was disappointed, reached Indraprastha, with the remaining
people, and crowned Vajra, a great-grandson of Krsna, on the
throne, and with his brothers, himself proceeded to his Maha-
prasthana.

( d) PP mentions only the great Rsi Kanva, practising pen-
snce on the river Narmada, while LP adds ‘Durvasah’to the three,
BhP adding a number of others. BP, VP, and BhP state that
Uddhava, an intimate friend of Krsna, was sent to Badari after
the curse was known; Mbh.' seems to state that he expired, as
‘left, none knew where,” while PP and LP omit this altogether;
PP stating that the Musala was disposed of by Krsna, Mbh.?
refers to an acclamation prohibiting drink in the city. BhP
inserts, previous to the final departure of Uddhava, a series of
adhyayas 7-29 dealing with philosophy told him by Krsna after

1. Apasyan nuddhvam yantam tejasavrtya rodasi, Mbh, XVI, 4.14.

2. *...Surdsavo no kartavyah...18, Yas’ca no viditam kury&t peyam...Jivan
sa 6ilam arohet...”” Mbh. XVI.2.19.
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the fashion of the Mbh. A portion of the great Mbh. episode
beginning with the aftermath of the war, is also given at the
beginning of the BhP 1.7-15, as also the context of this Purana,
is set in the meeting between Vidura and Uddhava after the
expiry of all the Yadavas and Pandavas. Regarding the
robbing away of some of Krspa's widows, Mbh. XVI.8.60, BP
(agreeing with VP) 212.26, has the same statement, that some
were taken by force, while others followed through their desire
“Kamat canyah pravavrajuh.’’ BhP wisely omits this r¢ference,
saying that Arjuna took the remaining people to Indraprasths,
while PP only refers to the ladies being taken ; ‘jagrhuh’. In
explanation of this, BP, VP, and PP refer to an old incident
where the sage Astavakra was laughed at, for his deformity, by
the celestial nymphs, and were, cursed by him that they would
go with robbers, and by his favour, were granted that they would
have lord Vasudeva as their husband. PP is not clear regarding
the sequences of the curse and favour, but BP and VP state' that
the sage was prayed to by the ladies, while he was neck-deep in
water, and laughed at when he came out.

III—KRSNA STORY IN THE MAHABHARATA.

1. We have done so far with the incidents in the life of Krspa,
as given in the different Puranas, and although there is differ-
ence as regards details, we can say that the general story, in
gross, is the same in all these sources; we have also reason to
suppose that except for BP and VP, eack source has a separate
composition for itself, although BP seems to have influenced
a few other sources, to some extent; and now we turn to

THE MAHABHARATA,

another source of importance, where a part of thelife of Krsna, as
connected with that of the Pandavas, is found. We can very
well see that whatever the present state of the pic text be, it
was mainly meant to describe the Pandavas and their cousins,
and Krsna, though a very important ally ‘of the former, comes

1. Tustuvus tam mabatmanam...74, Akantbamagnom salile...BP 272.%5, and,
“ tam uttirnpam ca dadrSur virdpam vakram astadha ... hasalb sphuto
bhavat tah sas@pa munih...op. cit, 212,81,82.
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in only where he is wanted. The following is, in brief, a list
of incidents, mentioned in MBh, where Krsna figures directly
some way or other :—

1-1.

2-1.

201-227 Krsna, present at the Svayamvara of Draupadi,
sees the Pandavas, returns with them to Hastinapura,
gets Indraprastha built, and, with Rama, returns to
Dvaraka,

247-11. 2 goes to attend the marriage ceremony of his
sister Subhadra, stays on with the Pindavas, when too,
comes off the Khandava fire ; and returns to Dvaraka with
his sister Subhadra.

3~1II. 13-25 sent for by Yudhisthira, for advice in the matter of

Rajastiya ; death of Jarasamdha, and Krena’s subsequent
return to his place.

4-1I. 38-72 washed the feet of the Brahmanas, during the sacri-

o-I11.

6-1I1.
7-I11L

fice ; offered Arghya by Sahadeva, and insulted by Sisu -
pala, kills the latter : returns to Dvaraka after the
sacrifice.

12-22 goes with his followers, to offer condolences to Yu-
dhisthira in forest ; relates his encounter with Salva, as
the cause of his absence from the Dyuta ; returns with
Subhadra and Abhimanyu to Dvaraka.

119-121 Meeting of the Yadavas and Pandavasat Prabhasa.
185-236. comes with Satyabhama, and stays with the Pan-
davas in the AGmyaka forest and returns after some time.

264 Feast to sage Durvasas, Krsna helping Draupadi-
Northern Interpolation.

. 78—V.5, goesto Upaplavya and after the marriage of

Abhimanyu, brings about a meeting of the kings and settles
upon the Pandava’s demand for their share, and then
leaves for Dvaraka. asking to be sent for if Duryodhana
refuses to admit their claim.

9-V. 17, Duryodhana and Arjuns, seeking help from Krsna, in

the coming war, go to Dvarakd, where Duryodhana
gets the army and Krsna, who had vowed not to take any
active part in actual fight, joins Arjuna and returns
with him,
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10-V. 71-150, Krsna's futile embassy to the Kauravas; reports
his failure to the Paudavas.

11-V. 152. 5-9. Krena with Dhrstadyumna and Satyaki, arranged
the camp for the army of the Pandavas.

12-VI-X-THE WAR.
(i) VI. 25-42 preaching the Bhagavadglta.
(ii) a-VI. 59. 91 marching with his discus against Bhisma;

b-VI. [06. 55 marching against Bhisma, restrained by
Arjuna, in both cases.

(iii) VII.29.18 protected Arjuna by taking upon himself
the charge of Vaisnava missile sent by Bhagadatta,
VII 32-43 explained to Arjuna his four-fold form.

(iv) VIL77.22 congoling Subhadra after the death of
Abhimanyu.

(v) VIL100.19 groomed the horses and caused them to
drink water, in the din of battle.

(vi) VII. 142. 60. promised dying Bhuri¢ravas, his own
world, form ete. in heaven.

(vii) VTI. 147. 61 ff, created darkness, told Arjuna to cut
off the head of Jayadratha, making it fall in the lap
of his father.

(viii) V1I. 174. 45ff, encouraged and sent off Ghatotkaca
against Karna.

(ix) VII. 191, advised Pandavas to practise fraud on Drona;
urged Yudhisthira to tell a lie.

(x) VIII. 72, told Arjuna, the story of Kausika, and
Balika, and pacified him, when he ( Arjuna) had
drawn sword against Yudhisthira, for the insult
offered to his ( bravery ) bow Gandiva.

(xi) VIIL 97. 30, saved Arjuna from the serpent-arrow of
Karna, by pressing the chariot five fingures deep in
the ground.

(xii) IX. 6. 26-40, advises Yudhisthira to kill Salya.

(xiii) 1X. 33.2-16. censures Yudhisthira for having given
Duryodhana, the last decisive chance of fighting
with one of them,
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(xiv) IX. 59. 3-19, afraid of Durvodhana's success, advises
Arjuna to give Bhima a hint to strike Duryodhana
on his thigh, even against the rules.

(xv) IX. 61 tried to pacify his brother Rama, who was
angry at the duel against the rules, but Rama, still
unsatisfied, returns to Dvaraka,

(xvi) IX. 62. 27 ff, Vasudeva and Duryodhana upbraiding
each other.
IX. 62. 71ff, consoles the despondent Pandavas.
(xvii) IX. 63. 50-54, advised by Yudhisthira, leaves for
TTastinapura, to comfort Gandhari and Dhrtarastra.
(xviii) X.16.12, cursing Asvatthaman, declares that he would
revive Pariksit.
13-XT1. 11-15, substituted the iron statue of Bhima, for Dhrta-
rastra to embrace, and afterwards pacifies him ( 23 ff. )
14-XT. 25. 39-46. Gandhart curses Krena.
XT. 26. 1-5, Krsna upbraids her, telling the faults of her
sons, which brought about the calamity.
15-X1IT1, X1II, telling stories to calm the mind of Yudhisthira
and taking him to Bhisma fur the same.

(a) XII,28, tells the history of the sixteen kings.

(b) XII29, tells Narada and Parvata story.

(c) ,, 38, tells Ciarvaka'sstory at the time of the corona-
tion.

(d) , 4521 asks Yuchisthira to approach Bhisma for
knowledge.

(e) , 48, tells the story of Rama-Jamadagnya.

(f) ,, 81, Vasudeva-Narada samvida, regarding the
quarrels among the Yadavas, related by Bhisma.

(g) ' 237, discourse between Ugrasena and Krsna on
the mertits of Narada.

(h) XII1.45-49, describes the greatness of Rudra, when
Krsna himself practised penance for a son from
Jambavati and pleased Rudra, who granted him

boons. T
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““.139-146 (N. Recn) - » .
209-250 (S. Recn) propitiated Siva by penance,' who

foretold Krsna’s feats and granted boons.
“ 9592 returns to Dvarakid, when Rukmin! gave birth
to Pradyumna.
“ 9265-66, desoribes the greatness of Rudra to Yudhi-
sthira.
(1) XIIL.264, tells Pradyumna how Durvasas was pleased

after severe tests.

16-XIV.17~-51 recited Anuglti to Arjuna.

17- ,, .58, on his way to Dvaraka, sees the sage Uttanka, and
pacifies him by showing his Visvartpa etec.

18-, 60-62, related the incidents of the war to his father, who
performed obsequies for the dead relatives.

19- ,,69.24-36, restored to life the dead child of Uttara.

20- , 87-89, attended the horse-sacrifice of Yudhisthira, and
returned to Dvaraka.

91-X VI—The Mausalaparvan, describing the end of all the Yada-
vas, including Krsna's death at the hands of a hunter,

Jara: and lastly,

99-XVTIIL.4 2, seen in his divine form in heaven, by Yudhisthira.

9. A comparison of these incidents with those of the Pura-
nic tradition, will show that, excepting the Mausala, giving the
end of the Yadava family, no incident is common, and that the
two are quite separate traditions. Of course, some Puranas, and
BhP, most of them, do bring in the Mbh, story, to a certain extent,
as we find the reverse in the Mbh. also. The following is a hrief

statement of these references:—
MBH. REFERENCES IN THE PURANAS
1. Indras requesting Krsna to befriend Arjuna, and Krsna

promising accordingly to protect him all through his life. BP
158.40-47, VP 12.17-24.

2. QGarga, giving a prohphecy of Krsna's life, mentions his
help towards the Pandavas-BVP 13.131.



The Krsna I'roblem 325

3. Rajastya incident, and Siéupz‘zla's death, mentioned, as also
the Mbh. war Op. cit. 113.23-34.

4. Bana, speaking to Aniruddha, referring to the Mbh. war
op. ¢it.115.65.

5. S;‘agé.la. Vasudeva, upbraiding Krsna, referring to the
death of Bhisma, Drona ete. through Krsaa, op. oit. 121.8,9.

6. Indra referring to the Khandava fire, while speaking to
Narada, in the Parijata incident HV 129.7300.

7. BhP, at the very beginning, makes’ Suka say that he would
give a combined account of K . <.a and the Pandavas, and starts
with the Sauptika incidents of the Mbh. Kurther abt skandha
X, which is mainly devoted to the life of Krsua, it inserts, off and
on, various references to incidents in the Mbh. This tendency
has been carried further still, by Vij Reen, which mentions some
more in its text, Here are sume instances to support this state-
ment :—

(a) Akrura heing sent to Hastinipura to get news about the
Pandavas, BhP X.48.32 ff, after Kamsa's death, and his subsequent
return after seeing Dhrtarastra’s atiitude, towards the Pandavas,
op. cit. 49.

(b) Vij. giving a list of kings in Jarisaindha’'s army; mention-
ing Drupada, Sakuni and others of Mbh. fame. op. cit. after 50
12ab. HV, in addition, mentions” the Kauravas also.

(c¢) Vij. mentioning Krtavarman being sent by Krsna to see
the Pandavas, he having learnt that Drupada was defeated by the
young sons of Kunti. op. cit. ins. after 52.14.

(d) Krsna going to pay a visit to the Pandavas at Indraprastha
very soon after their marriage with Draupadi. op. cit. 58, and
during his stay of some months, married Kalindi, daughter of the
Sun. 58.13ff.

(e) Krsna going to see the Pandavas in forest, hearing of
their loss of kingdom ete. in the play at dice ;ins. by Vij at the
beginning of adh. 64, and returning to Dvaraka with Subhadra and
Abhimanyu.

1. “ Pariksito tha rajarser janmakarma vilayanam, samstham ca Pandue
putranam vaksye Krgnakathodayam,” BhP. I.7.12.
2. “Duryodhanadaya$ caiva dhartardstrd mahabhatah” HV 91.4971,

A 19
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(f) Kings, kept in custody by Jarasmdha, sending word to
Krsna for their relief, when Narada, coming, advises him about
the Rijasuya of the Pandavas. The story of the sacrifice with the
deaths of Jarasamndha and Situpala, Salva’s attack on Dvaraka
during Krsna's absence at the Rajasiiya; Krsna’s return and death
of Salva. op. cit. 70-77.

(g ) After 78.16, Vij. ¢ns. the story of the Mbh. war, beginning
with the meeting of kings at Upaplavya, referred to at the begin-
ning of Mbh. V. BhP, proper, mentions only Rama’s pilgrimage
at the time of the war. “Srutva yuddhodyamam Ramah Kurinam
saha Pandavaih 1 tirthabhisekavyajena madhyasthah prayayau
kila...“BhP 78.17; refers also to his presence at the duel between
Bhima and Duryodhana, and his return to Dvaraka after futile
efforts to prevent it. 79.22 ff.

(h) Vij. inserts at the beginning of adh. 80, Yudhisthira’s
coronation, after the close of the war. and Krsna’s subsequent re-
turn to Dvaraka.

(k) Arjuna taking away Krsna's sister Subhadra, an incident
mentioned at Mbh.1.239-244, appearing here as a supplement at
the near end of the story, at adh. 86.1-12, This portion does not
appear in the Vij. Recn.

3. The Mbh. too, on the other hand, contains references to the
Puranic story of Krsna; here, too, we find-a tendency in the
Southern Recn. of the Epic, to insert more Puranic matter, as
will be seen fro:n the following :—

PUREI‘IIC REFERENCES IN THE MAHABHARATA.

1-65. 3954, Earth approaching Brahma and praying for relief,
referred to in all Puranas, vide above.

1-214. 32,33, Krsna and Rama born of the black and white hair
of Nariyana, entering the wombs of Devaki and Rohinl
( mentioned in the Paticendropikhyana ). referred to in
BP, VP and DBh. vide II( d ) above.

II. 19, Krsna referring to Kamsa’s death as the cause of his
enmity towards Jarasamdha.

1L 23, ziving the Puranic account of Krsna’'s life- a southern
inlerpolation,
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IT. 40. 23 éléupala depreciating Krena: “ Rijainam hatavan purd
Jarasamdham..., ” where Nilakantha takes ‘ Rajanam '
to mean ‘‘ Karhsam. '’

IT. 42-61, Bhisma about the different incarnations; Krsna’s
life at 52-60-South.~¢nterpolation.

I1. 64. 7-12, éiéupila referring to Puranic incidents :—
Pitana ( Sakunt ), Asvavrsabham, cetandrahitam kastham
patitam, paidena Sakatam, valmikamatrah (hill) saptaham
...dhrtah, bahvannam bhuktam ; hatah Karhsah’; “ this
passsage is laid down by R. G. Bhandarkar as an inter-
polation ( Vaisnavism p. 50).

IT. 68. 15-22, Krana enumerating the evil deeds of éiéupz‘ﬂa,
referring to his burning Dviaraka during Krsna’s absence
on the trip to Pragjyoticapura ( of Narakasura), and his
desire for Rukmini, along with other actions.

IL 83. 8, Vidura to Dhrtarastra refers to Kamsa’s death by
Krsna,

I1. 90. 43-49, Draupad! praying to Krsna. when she was being
stripped off her garments. S. and N. Recn. having different
texts, the epithets used here, and prominently ‘ Gopijana-
priya’ the only reference in Mbh.implying Krsna's friend-
ship with the Gopis, are not found in old MSS. of Mbh.

III. 12. 30. 32, Arjuna pacifying the angry Krsna in the forest
residence of Pandavas, mentions: his having made the
way to Pragjyotica safe by breaking the nets of Mura, and
killing Nisumbha and Naraka, also refers to his taking
away Rukmini.

15-22, Krsna relating his encounter with Salva.

V. 48. 74 ff. Samjaya reporting Arjuna’s speech to the Kau-
ravas, referring to Krena’s prowess. mentioning with
other deeds, Rukminiharana, killing of Dantavaktra,-
and burning of Varanaél (in the affair of Paundraka
Vasudeva ); Krena killed Karhsa, and restored the
diamond ‘ Kuudalas’ to the gods, who granted him boons.

V. 67. 4, Samjaya to Dhrtaristra * Narakam Sambaram caiva
Kamsacaidyam ca madhavah jitavan.. kridan niva...”’
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V. 130. 55-67. Vidura enumerating the deeds of Krsna refers®
to Dvivida, Naraka, Putana, Govardhana, Avista, Dhenuka,
Canira, ASvaraja ( Kesi), Kamsa, Jarasamdha, Baka,
Sisupala, Bana, Parijata etc. ete. st 68 : “his marriage with
the captive maidens '’ is omitted in old MSS.

VIL 11. 1-26, Dhrtarastra describing .Krfa‘na’s feats since his
childhood, beginning with his being reared up among the
cowherds : “Samvardhati gopakule balenaiva...Vikhya-
pitam balam” : and ending with his bringing the tree
Parijata from heaven.

IX. 62. 26. Duryodhana upbraiding Krsna calls him : * Kam-
sadasasya diyida. ”

XIL 348. God Hari, in Svetadvipa, telling Narada of his ten
incarnations: —life of Krsna appears as a prophecy at st.
21-41, where restoration of Niga, the lizard, and fight with
Bana (25,26 ), death of Kamsa, Kesi and others, K4liya,
Paundraka, as also the holding of Govardhana ( 50-33),
and few other lines giving more details, are given as
southern interpolation,

XIII. 45-49, Requested by his wife Jambavati for a son,
Krsna, 12 years after the dealh of Sambara by Pradyumna,
left for Himilayas and pructising hard penance propi-
tiated the God S"iv:m, who granted him boons.

XIII. God Siva describing the greatness of the great Tari
Krsna, foretells his birth from Vasudeva, of the Siira
family ¢ ‘ sa $urah...janayisyati...Vasudeva iti khyatam
putram...13. tasya putras caturbihur Vasudevo bhavi-
syati’ 32. vefers to his victory over Jarasamdha ( 34 ), his
birth in Stirasenas, and residence in Dvaraka, ( 36), and
iventions his elder brother ( 54 ).

XVI. 1-8, Mausala incident referred to above.

IV-CONCLUDING REMARKS,

1. That the Mbh. in its present form, seems influenced by
the Puranas, can be seen from the Markandeya-samasya, of the
Vanaparvan, also a deseription of Rama’s pilgrimage, appearing
in Salyaparvan, hoth these being meant to describe the holy
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places of India, after the fashion of the Puranas ; besides this, we
find an actual mention of two Puranas;” Matsyakam nima
Purinam IIL 190.55," and ‘'‘Vayuproktam anusmrtya Puranam,”
IIL. 194. 16. Tt is therefore, probable that the Purianie account
of Krsna's life, crept in, at some stage of development of the text,
as he formed one of the most prominent characters of the Epie.

2. Krsna's identification with the Supreme godhead Visnu
Narayana 1is, except in a few cases, complete in the
present texts of the Epic and the Puranas, and tracing
the different stages, at which he was first described as
a great hero, and subsequently identified with the God-
head, would be only a piece of guess-work. We find nume-
rous references in the Mbh. where he is referred to as an incar-
nation of the Great God, the creator and protector, as also the
destroyer of the world ; and the Puranas, too, are not a bit back-
ward in this matter. There is only one prominent place in the
whole Epic, and that is the Bhagavadgita, where, if we compare
it with its imitation, the Anugita, we can find out some trace of
this development. A detailed comparative study of these two,
is still a desideratum. It would suffice, for the sake of our
present subject, to give just a few points :—

3. The Anugiti, has, for its context, a blunt or rather a foolish
occasion, when Arjuna, after the horse-sucrifice, seeing that
Krsna would be returning to Dviraka, asks him to repeat the
Bhagavadgita, saying' that he had forgotten all about it ; Krena
in reply, saying that he too, was unable to repeat it exactly, hut
would give him a story which would carry the same® sense, and
then starts with the philosophy told by the Brahmana from the
heavens ; this story ends with adh. 20, which is concluded by
Krsna, by saying, ¢ this same was heard by Arjuna, at the time of
the war : “Tadapi hi rathasthas tvam srutavin etad eva hi,” 20,55,
clearly meaning that the matter contained in adh. 17-20, was the
same as that in the original Bhagavadgiti. Of course, the
Anugita, as we find it, at present, does not end here, hut has got

1 “ Yat tu tad bhavata proktam purd KeSava souhrdat* tat sarvam purusga-
vydghra nastam me vyagracetasah, ” XIV, 17, 6.

2 “ Yatha tam buddhim &sthaya gatim agryam gamigyasi, " op. cit. 17. 14.
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two more additions, (1) the dialogue between the Brahmana
couple adhs, 21-35, ending with Krsna's explaining, that the
Brihmana was the mind ( manah ), and his wife was the intel-
lect ( buddhi ) ; and ( 2 ) the dialogue between the teacher and
his disciple 36-51, where too, at the end, Krsnasays that he was
the teacher and the mind was the student, and here again, do we
find the reference to the occasion of the BhG. repeated.! The
number of stanzas in these three portions, amounts to a little
above 700, the present BhG. text, Thus, if we are to judge from
the Anugilta, the Bh@G, its original, seems to have three stages of
development.

Apart from the treatment of the topics, a striking feature of
the Anuglta is that, it is, all through, given in an indirect narra-
tion, while the text of BhG. abounds in statements in the ° first ’
person, referring to Krsna, asthe Supreme God. In other words,
Krsna asserts himself as the God, and disposer of the worlds, in
BhG. text, while in AG. he merely expounds the principles of
philosophy, stating only at the end that he was the teacher. If
AG clearly purports to be a repetition of BhG, it is difficult to
see why it takes this roundabout way, avoiding the first personal
‘ Aham ’referring to Krsna.

Mbh. is, otherwise, full of references recognising Krsna, as
the supreme God, and as such he is often called ‘Purana Rsi,’
* Vedatma ’ vijanatim drayah ( IL. 36.10. 11 )’ ¢ siksad devah,’
avyayatma paramesvarah ( TIL 86. 25-28 ), ’ ‘ lokatrayasyadhi-
patir mahatma ( V. 22.10), " visvasrg ( VIL 33. 12)," visvasya
brahmano mukham ( XIL 212.10), ‘ sarvasya srasti, samhara eva
ca ( XIV.55.4)," ete. etc. all the epithets of Vignu, Hari, Nara-
yana, being given to him.

4. In this connection, it is interesting to note that the ‘Visnu
sahasranama ’ at XIII. 254, does not contain any synonym illus-
trating any incident of Krsna’s Purdnie life, though it mentions
his connection with the Yadavas, and such other things that are
found in the Mbh. text, too ; there is again, a collection of 100
names, at XII. 42, directly addressed to Krsna, by Yudhisthira,

1 * Purvam apyetad evoktam yuddhakala upasthite ' 51, 49,
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but here too, we find only his identification with the Godhead,
and no reference to his Puranic life.

Mbh. is only responsible for the combined identification of
Arjuna and Krsna, with Nara and Nariyana, who are stated to
be sages gifted with superior knowledge, incarnations of the God.
There are only twenty-six references to this, comparatively far
too little. In the Purdnic sources, BhP, and that too, only in one
place, refers to this identification, when Krsua and Arjuna go to
the heavens to fetch the dead children of a Brihmana ( BhP 89
60: *“ purnakdmav api yuvam Naranirayavav rsi, '’. supreme
God addressing the two). A striking fact, in this connection,
is, that the famous benedictory stanza : ‘ Nariyanam namaskrtya
etc. " beginning the Mbh. and mentioning the pair under refer-
ence, is not found in the Southern MSS., which have some others
to begin the great Kpic with. It 1is, therefore, clear, that this
stanza is a composition of the Northern Recension, and perhaps
the identification itself is a Northern idea. Of course, the whole
Mbh. MSS. material is not yet handled, and perhaps, even after
the study of the S. MSS., it might be found that the 26 and old
references to this Naranarayana idea, are not missing in the
S. Recn. too ; the contamination between the two Recensions was
inevitable. But it is possible that although Krsna was identified
with Narayana long back, it was only his friendship with Arjuna
of the Mbh. reputation, that subsequently gave the latter, a posi-
tion of Nara, and thus the two stond side by side, as worshipful
ones. A proof of this joint worship of Vasudeva and Arjuna, is
indicated in the sttra ‘ Vasudevarjunabhyam vun ' of Panini,
often quoted by scholars, to refer to Krsna’s greatness, disregard-
ing the other part, mentioning ‘ Arjuna ’; the sitra would show
that both Vasudeva and Arjuna were considered as worshipful,
and just as ‘Vasudevaka’ denoted a devotee of the first, ‘Arjunaka’
gshould denote one worshipping the second. So perhaps, both
these were given high position, and were worshipped as gods in
the times of Panini, and it was to point to this joint greatness,
that references to their being Nara and Narayana, were inserted
at some stage of development of the Epic text.

6. R. G. Bhandarkar at p. 13, and 51, discussed some syno-
nyms of Krsna, saying at p. 13, that Krsna, Janardana and Kesava
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are not Vrsui names, and at p. 51, that ‘ Govinda ' has nothing
to do with cows, but with ‘ go, ' the earth, referring to the Boar-
incarnation. In Mbh. V. 69, Samjava tells Dhrtarastra, the ety-
mologies of some synonyms, and in another place, at Mbh. XIL
350, we find Krsna expounding his names to Arjuna. Both these
cases are more or less of an artificial nature, and the etymology
of the word, ‘ Vasudeva ’ given under Panini’s siitra quoted,
falls under this category. Both R. G. Bhandarkar, and Jacobi,
have tried to put aside Vasudeva altogether, rejecting on these
grammatical grounds, that Vasudeva is a patronymic, but the
Epic and all the PPurauic sources agree in putting Vasudeva as
the father of Krsna, and, as Pargitar, has pointed out at pp. 105,
107 of his ‘ Ancient Indian Ilistorical Tradition,’ we find his
name properly placed in a regular genealogy of the Yadavas.
In addition to this, we find his statement at p. 140. ‘Kisna is
styled ‘ Dasarha, Madhava, Sattvata, Varsneya, and Sauri’ after
various ancestors, as well as * Vasudeva ’after his father. 'This
use of patronymics seems to be more frequent in Ksatriya than
in Brahmana traditions.’

Along with other names we find Kisna called ‘the son of
Devaki’, as also of ‘Vasudeva’ all through the Mbh. and the
Puranas; besides, there are in Mbh. about 14 occasional references
to Vasudeva persoually, and unless there is some scriptal error
originally occurring in the Mahabhiasya, and faithfully copied
down by subsequent scribes, it seems rather strange that Patanijali,
should go against the established tradition and state that Vasu-
deva, is the son of Visu’, and not Vasu“. That the Ch. Up. men-
tions Krsna, as mnerely a son of Devak], is also not to be much
made of, as the same epithet is given him, in the sources under
consideration. It might be, a person was called after his father,
as well as his mother, and subsequently the latter custom was
gsomehow dropped aways In support of this statement a reference
too, can fortunately, be given : at Atharvaveda, IV.16, the last Rk
gives a sort of formula, the whole Rk being translated thus:—
“with all these fetters, I fasten thee so and so, of such and such a
family, son of such and such a mother...”’ Apart from this, it is also
possible that this Krsua initiated by Ghora Angirasa, was quite
different from that of the Epic and Puranic traditions, which
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mention only Samdipani, in sonme cases, (Yarga,-as his tutor, who is
said to be a Kasya; the sameshould be the case with the Vedic seer
Krsna; and more still, our Krsna has not been stated to be a seer
of Vedic hymins. If the identification of the two has to be taken
at all, it is possible that the name of our Krena was attached to
the particular Vedic hymns, where his name is found. Without
going into details, we can see, that there are many bymns' in the
Rgveda, which have got two or more names of seers, with the
alternative ‘va’'=‘or’, while on the other hand, we can see some,
where the seers of particular Rks, are caretully mentioned. 1t
would thus seem, that, at the time the collection was formed, the
names of seers of some of the hymns were nol Anown for certain,
and more than one were current in popular tradition, which
is recorded faithfully; in the same way, it is possible, that some
hymns were found withcut any name, and these were, by the
people, given, some fictitious nawmes, as their seers, and the seer
Krsna might be one of the type. Iipithets like “Rsih puraho
vedatma, Mbh. 11.36,10, applied to Kisua, glerify him only in the
general sense, without referring to his seership.

7. Turning now to our main point, we have seen, that al-
though incidental cross-references are found both in the Puranas
and the Mbh. it can safely be stated, even from the present state
of the texts, that these references have been inserted at some
later stage of the textual dcvelopment, and originally the two
accounts were mutually exclusive; so that the question is whether
the two accounts refer to the same Krsua, or to different persons.

Following the crthodox view, we can say that one is supplementary
of the other. Krsna was first glorified in the Mbh. and the remain-
ing account of his lite, which had nothing to do with the Panda-
vas, and their warfare, and was still in oral tradition, was put
together to be used in the Puranas. It need not be argued, that
he was unscrupulous in attaining his ends, and thus an unfit
person o preach the high philosophy of the Bhagavadgita. 'L'o

find quite different, even contradictory characteristics, in one and

1. Vide, Rgveda 1.105, vI111.42,71,102, X.9,11, 115 to quote only a few, where

‘va’ is found; X,50 does not give any name, X.101 18 doubtful about the
deity.

A, 20,
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the same person, is the very sign of greatness. The Pandavas,
Bhisma and others were attached to him, considered him as their
sole support and resort, and saw the great God in his person, while
the Kauravas took him to be an ordinary man, and treated him
as such; even taking the most indifferent stand, there is nothing
strange or ‘incongruous’, in our hero’s being reared in a cow-
settlement, Kamsa had put to death the flrst issues of Vasudeva,
50, to avoid further calamity of the same nature, and to put off
suspicion, the child was removed secretly to an unimposing place
like the cow-settlement, and another substituted; while the child
grew there, the upsetting of a cart (fakata), killing of a bird
(Patana), a crane (Baka), an ass (Dhenuka), etc. were quite natural
and ordinary incidents,--a boy of some dash could easily achieve
these things. There is only one point which is given extraordi-
nary importance in BVP, and is not solely missing in any of the
Puranic sources : it is his sports with the Gopis. Some of the
sources state that Krsna was at this time, only seven years’ old, so
any amorous play with the girls of the place is clearly out of
question; it is physically impossible the only fact seems to be, that
the boy was attractive in appearance, and sharp in his intellect,
and was naturally endeared to all, especially the women-folk, he
played on flute, and the music attracted the girls round him; of
course, matter other than this, is all the play of imagination, and
ghould not affect our hero,.in the least.! There is only une gapin
the story of this boy Krsna, and that is, once gone to Mathura
with Akrura, he never returned to Gokula. The sources have
tried to bridge this over, but their very disagreement in this
respeot, brings out the broad fact to light, that the original
tradition had nothing to say on this point.

8, With regard to Krsna's personal normal activities of an
ordinary day, we have a reference in Mbh. at XIL52.2f. and in
BhP at X. adh. 70 too; where we find him practising Yoga, early

1 Or, was it that the figure seven suggested complete development. This
suggestion has been made, in other connection, by:Art O'Mur naghan;
see Theosopbical path, October 1929 p. 491—*"seven is a perfect number
...”". If this in terpretation is accepted, we shall have to take Krsna to
have attained his youth, when his love-sports would be, at least, physi-

cally possible.
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in the morning. There is a reference in the Bh. Gita at adh. IV
stating that Krsna revived the Yogic tradition. Perhaps it might
be that he initiated the Piandsvas, Bhisma and others in this
practice, and was thus looked upon, by them, as their ‘Guru-the
God,” so that, while he was, tothe world in general, a great
hero and a politician, his inner circle looked upon him, even in
his life time, as the reviver of an old system, the god incarnate
come down to the Earth for the purpose.

But against all this orthodox view, there is a serious draw-
back in the two accounts, and it is, that they are mutually ex-
clusive. An incident of greatest importance like the Mbh. war,
Krsna's preaching the message of the Bh. Gita, are things which
ghould not have been omitted in the Purianic accounts, as also on
the other-hand, the Mbh. which brings hundreds of compara-
tively insignificant stories, in its finally developed form, of a lac
of stanzas, should have recorded the rather wonderful incidents of
his childhood: Janamejava is always eurious 0 know ecach

smallest detail. and it i <trnnee {hal wo doonel iindd any eonnect-
ed aceoant of Kooong ainoey i the v ket of ihe VDb, fhe
Southorn Bocension bevine o gart in o edcer o8 fhis patare ab
Sabhaooryan ~oib 0 20 mdg B f0 eabesgbos e only the more

conspicuous.

If, on the other hand, we were to take the two accounts to
refer to two different persons, there is much common matter that
helps to identify the two, rather than separate them; so that, it is
now impossible, on the authority of our present sources, the Epic
and the Puranas— and these are mainly responsible for the Krsna
story; whether occasional references, outside this province, would
make any conclusion valid, is doubtful to point out, where the
two accounts seperated and how they were mixed up ; at best, we
cen only state that the mutual influence between these two is
very great, ard leave further analysis to higher criticism which
would be subjective, and hence not acceptable to all alike.
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APPENDIX 1.

KRSNA IDENTIFIED WITH THE SUPREME GODHEAD
REFERENCES IN THE MBH ( KUMBH. EDITION,)

64. 141-146ab fasop:... 3g377 379%47 qigdAr... | called also =&, &9
ete. TRFTIAMTT THF FIFFROTL |
68. 39-54 Earth approaching Brahma, who in his turn, goes
to Narayana and requests : Si3MAET ag-11g 7 &1 |

68. 151 7#g AR A FTZT: FAAT: | AFAISN RIFFSVEA ATGFT: FACIT |
also 3MEiRT 33T and |@AFFAE 9AF otc.

214. 32, 33 Krsna born of the black hair of Narayana.

227. 55, 56 wR=ZyEAEAl FAFA A FIT | QO QOEAE L. )

238. 10 Arjuna as #R-==A7mr8 T3 Fgrd FaraEag | which Krsna
with @ in bed,~F379MF ZEa17 |

1. 21 @FAr: gAGE: |
13. 43 Yudh. ®3&F3{ 5ar 7w gag g | 999 951 FHISTA-
g3 99 |
36. 10, 11 &fe: 1 ¥: quoir Fz1eu1 329919 AFEAT | ATAZAEYT U 99T-
HETAH & | JATAITANT: F377: FE3EIA: | came to Yudh.
with presents for the Rajastya.
39. 13-20 Narada, on the #=i occasion, thinks of &% Ao be-
come incarnate as Krsna, “3=1F3s0af 51 SA: |
41, 6ff. »ftsg declaring K. as Supreme God.
62. 9 Narada supporting @EIT:—Fi Fa=qawri a=fEsaid ¥ au: )
STIFGAR 7 AT A G9ISa: FZ=A
63. 14 Bhisma to Yudh.—ur7, the w19 and 13497, of all the 71334
¥A’s in three worlds.
67. 42 arzaer Fgew (3% @57 anAA: ).
70. 52 &r3rs’s A51: entered the body of K,

90. 43-49 prayer of K. by Draupadi, at the time of F&giom
S. & N. Recensions Lave different texts, here.

12. 10ff 77 who is 987, AWT, 87, AEATAR, SHAQAEGT, 19507
etc. is praised by Arj. describing his feats.
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45.26 Indra to @ma~g@na: sfmiFrsopigfaqza: | A 4w 3¥M -
TRAAAT TR |
46. 38 yrrr to AT:-TAET: gRAAFAAN: being the w=f, Mwr and
g3 of Arjuna.
86. 25~28 91r7 to Yudh.-3oa1 g1tadt where Gia3iza: QoT: 4isrw: gft: ane |
192. 53 @i#v27 to Yudh. & o7 F500... qUorgedt gif<=earaar... |
202. 18 @i#ve7 to Yudh. 3TEICI0T ATH asquAT AT ., €& wifga: o
264. 8-15 21941 praying K. as god at the 3919 affair [ ref. y:ams-
g 73 w7 AFA1 &ar | the whole of this adh, is a
Northern text. Krsna’s help in the &maffair is doubt-
ful as there are two texts for the prayer and the F5Ewo
is not mentioned in any other Epic reference ; the

insult made much of is her being dragged to the
court, while she was %@, |

273. 72 Siva to FFZY :—§ T WANASY: FOIF 9RF)GH |

211, 28 Indra to Karna: & ( Arj. ) 791g: awguafwsa 5 39 Foia
787 |
V. 7.24 Arj. has, K. who is 37 F11s0d, 97: ete.
7. 36 SATITITN ATHET] AAZR: |
22. 10 9A4. to ExF-FrEIFEqAqfAgEIar |
22.30 ,, ,. ,, AT FHIOT F: |
o 33, ,, ,, GAAAT ZEOEFA (T80p |
48. 84, 88. K. called @57 by Arjuna.
53. 3 wRNF:-§ W AN FOT: who would subjugate all the worlds.
67. 77 to AT T ~8EAl A FAARfAFE 79I, who would burn
the world, is the Lord of Time and Death, etc.
68. 3 &7 knows K. to be Agit.. FAvaFH 33 gAAL aymerag |
69. ,, relates to 94U, etymologies of Krsna's Synonyms.
These seem to be, more or less ar /ficial.
70 yATE praises K. as &A@, agmaid, FoTes etc.
82. 36 §xv: §IYAMF 3937: &IA: leaving for FRAITT,
83. yai¥ advising a receptiou of Krepa ~yamndixd f§ &:
86. 3 ,, FTOIMN G(FAF WAFHGAIAE: |
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90. 67 Kunt! :—8 941y A9® | FOIT #gA (A4 98] qwgid qor: |

107. 14 mag-Rwg TownIE FOT... 0

w 15 3m gwreafaee .. 0 9T AT |

130. 55-67 fagt to gaiuA, refers to the Puranic feats of K. :-

&4 FAT 7 (FIA HROF @ A |

131. 4-6 K. showing his f3sev, seen by zior, fisn, [{g7, &7,

g0,

169. 16 *fisa to gate-gzmFa ArUEEEIT |

21, 11, 14-16 Arj. to Yudh, za=73s11 TT=31...| Q0O:FAGAGT gd; F1-

@A A7 ) @ B9 &R dERNg IFEE g i
g}: |

25-42, Bhagavadgita, where Krsna identified himself with

the God.

59. 96, 97 Bhisma to K.—-333 @AM=E1E ete.

65-68 ., to z11° relating the @NmwEa; where ®r requested
the God to come to the earth as Krsna.

98, 14-15 ¥fisq to gataa :—a¥r MW SITEE! AFIENGNT: | NGIF FeA
JEE: .ol BTN FFT 2000

106. 62-64 s welcoming death at the hands of K :—3aq:

TgE quy |
10. 76 YATIE :—ARTION W7 AY 341 FomenF: T |
29, 34 K. explains to Arj. his fourfold form —(1) Ausai F¥a
ufer, (2) 9zfa s (3) T%a &4 4, and (4) 3m...fgt avag®-
Latdl ‘

33. 12 o1 to galua —fwEm a3 MfA=g:...0

49,1 @s0r: @gAsgHE: § (A0 99018 | i.e, AMHeY,

79. 9 AT ... &7 : comforted Arj.

83. 10-20 Yudh. praising K. in the presence of other kings:--
w3, 3939, (@, §Y, T ete. ARFEET AHINEN WOIEN-
it

143. 60 K. ordered uRsm@T to go to his world and obtain divine
from like himself.

150, 5ff, Yudh. after the death of Jayadratha, praises K, as the
supreme Lord.
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VIIL 23. 61 Karna to gaf.—#wma sra: wer o aafwens ( of Arjuna ).
65. 1 amorgsfes ™.
72. 14 Arj. took:—aHg AN FA7 GF TAVEAR |
83. 65 Karna to Salya:--(Arjuna)...wmlﬁfl;ﬂﬂﬁi ROSRIRTO R ]
T TG, HETRT: 0N TS e |
101. 29-34 Yudh. praised K. after Karna’s death.
IX. 18. 27 wsa@T: TI0sd : e speaking :—AT ¥ FATGATGT ATQ: FOU
SAEA: |
63. 12 AT sn&F 9407, Arjuna’s ™ was reduced to ashes.
XII. 42 Yudh. after his coronanon, praises Krsna —fasy :, @O e,
303 :, &9 :, @7omnt : ete, (100 names of 591 acc. to 8. Recn).
45 Yudh. praising K. as a perfect yogin,and Lord ‘... ¥ Fam
T AR §
46 wissgavst, where K. is addressed as the Godhead.
.. 136 87 : (K.) gives 3@iFassm &1 to w'eA.
50. 2-9 ¥isq praises K. in his @w&T : 3% 7 Grwn sang 9,4t 39 aga |
51. 15 K. grants ¥isv divine knowledge, ease of limbs, etc.
53, 25ff argz7 grants boons to ¥4 that his words would be
honoured, and his fame would be eternal.
110, 35-38 5w to Yudh : 7 o9...AT=gA: 1., dF03: @UNA:: T ™
FUAATE wFA Aot gty 1 7 AvAig g, )
206. wisA tells Yudh. how fasug, 317, 701 performed the crea-
tion, and identifies him with Krsna, as related by 7g.
908. 1 Yudh. wants to know all re : FTR=7FH147 |
.. 47 ¥isa tells all, giving the @ s, and concludes : & ¢¥... §4-
AR ¢ )
219 TR ¢ TEIT: FIWT [FRT T@ON GEH | 96 FHNAT (7507,
286. 60 identifying S5 with {75y aror 'whose powers were
told to 3 by &AFaR,
» 62 K. is the gitatar of the great God.
348, 21-54 FwmIAR foretold by wnai to awz (St. 25, 26, 30-33,
36-"9, 41 cd——53 8. interp).
v D5 ®@¥A the ninth 27w,
350 K, expounds his names to Arjuna.
352 do. do. do.
358, 88 W7 1 1§ FIEMAI NIFA AigAAd( GERERFRT HWOT T fagiqA (
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XIII. 263 #fs5 praises Krsna, as the first creator, supreme God,
identifies him with M%7 qw A=97 (46.)
XIV. 52. 6ff Arj. praising Krsna : @uwd=meisg Famragsaq |, &09-
HeAHT 9.0
54. K. explains to 33% his divine form.

55. 4, 5 K. reveals to 33g his divine form.

, 1-14 the sage praises Krsna.

» 38,39 K. gave water in the 4% land.

68. 390 praying K. for the revival of her child —-3 =3 AN -

AFTEF FETar gAEE |
XV. 33.11 @14 to menf—armor ahzst (A7),
XV 5,28 Maam :—qan=nat 728 eq0q G | &90F Mg & [ HT |
XVIII 5. 23 =318’s teaching :--a€q ARTAW 241...| A=qis7 ArgIaeg FAONH
F3wE N

APPENDIX II.

KRSNA AND ARJUNA IDENTIFIED WITH NARAYANA AND NARA
IN THE MBH.
L. 1. 198 #3190 STARITON Al FEMFA TZAT AT |
.68. 119 (819 to gods re : @M% Y’s last fight) : A@REOLAT g &
ura FNFEF: |
.238, 24 weAl Wam@E Al warEongd | (Krsna and  Arjuna
at Prabhisa).
250, 8, 9 AXATTFOW A\ Al.,.| AFA 83T T 41 A1 %877 | (Brahma
asking Agni to approach them).
254, 18 FEamramaal 1433 G %A\ (sighfoll 9% Indra  in
Khandava fight).
IL. 89. 45 #wi 7 &% A¢ =T Tong IFHTA TH&A |
IIL. 12. 46-48 Krsna to Arjuna : #57 & A3918...| Ae&I0q. . RAREQOT
AE N
40. 1-3 Siva to Arjuna: q¥Ed TR ¥ ANINEANT )
45. 18, 19 Indra to @inzn: azarraol @ A gool FFEwal | ATAA-
1§ AE ahBITIAAT 1
84. 6 7o to ubr: ., 21EAT AR ATARIEOTM |
?. 126. 19 9&30fR where a3 practised penance.
,273. 31, 82 Indra to Jayadratha i...a34 a% am AANGEAF
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V. 49.19 fmng to the gods : MEZIIFA 410 ...| qEARrgon 37 (FO&S
EIC RN
.96. 49 7m3=7 to Kauravas : AARTON A A Aldng=¥ar |
111, 4 g9 to Mo 7T ARTIOT: FE FTSYAT AVAR: |

VI. 23. 18 g7, 341 to Arjuna : AEINE F9¥ ATANATIIE
121, 32 wfad aAn® gAORAEA | qTgYRagiaEd. .. Bhisma to
Arjuna.
VII 11. 41 Dhrtarastra : Ti381 @ aRamerong |
77. 2 After the death of Abhimanyu, aTATQGEY %3 Ak Ja1:
§I14ar : | were anxious as to what would happen.
VIIL 80. 51 Siva sees ATARITO 34l AWTA for Irgaara.

.81. 9 Krspa and Arjuna avamrgunad, went to the lake and
brought argmmE,
.201. 14 TR tried their utmost to put down arT@mE,
.202. 53ff =418 to «¥uenH: penance of sage AR, —called IEIT at
st. 72,——his seeing Rudra who granted him boons.
Krsna and Arjuna=Narayana and Nara.

VIII. 52. 19 &hAsd 4R ATArgorEa o
.92. 13 mgr=@n to YANA, when the fight between Arjuna and
Karna was serious : H#2R JATARA... | ATTFONIA....|

XIIL 252. 55, 56 after F&%i st. of FWIMEIA: NFIITAL practise AT
at 3g% for 100 years, as related by ara,

273. 44 iew’s last prayer : ATARITOIAA &9 AgA(CH(T |

APPENDIX IIL

MBH. REFERENCES TO VASUDEVA.
( This point is referred to at p. 332.)

1. 64. 141 FE¥aTy 9% a0 MPA: ... |
163. 32 wak FEAT ... (i. e. Kuntl).
239. 15 agzagat gl ( i. e. Subhadra )e

IL  40. 6 T8%¥ @47 32 wund@ aa: | Sisupala asking, when Krena
was being given arghya.

III. 304. 24 Fg3&r wiHl (1. e. Kunti ),
VIIL 144. 1037# 7g3ami | Affe.. (TR won 3% on behalf of
Vasudeva,
A. 21,
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XIL 47. 31 434339 35 aggIsiaag )
XIII. =04%373¥ son of 217, and father of Krsna, of four hands (!).
X1V. 60. 61 Krsnarelated to Vasudevathe events of the Mbh. war.

83.15 Vasudeva with Ugrasena going to receive Arjuna
with the sacrificial horse, at Dvaraka.
XVI. 7 Arjuna came to see Vasudeva after the greatly unhappy
end of the Yadavas.
8. 15-26 Death of Vasudeva, who was followed by his
four widows to the funeral pyre.

XVIIL. 5.16 Vasudeva among those, who, after death, entered the
deities.

APPENDIX IV,

1,IST OE SOME HYMNS IN RGVEDA GIVING ALTERNATIVE
NAMES FOR THEIR SEERS.

( This point is referred to at p. 333. )

1. 105 snwea{&a: $ear ar,
L. 1 wegas Afrd: MADE: q9ard, WriT: MAw:
VIIT. 42 ants: F107: ATTHEIIT | AGAT -3 ANFFIOT: | y-€ ANF: F109;
AT qT .
67w EER AT AT RATEOEE T WO TIFAG |
71 8| @ g"t AT 3TAT:
73 MeT AT GETAT |
86 FSTTRY FOFNT: |
K7 F5 gsﬁiﬂ T TS (Y3 JqT )
92 wAFA: gFA AT |
.94 1353 QoA AT |
96 FrafigA v wiEd: |
102 S WA AERT TAF AEGA: | AQEATA AU qgw: gD
AMA AFAAT |
1X 5. 24 “RA: SN ]34T
9 ffgeEs: Gy ar svadiv)
19 40 AHrTAT IIL AETOTHTTA AT AN )
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.20-26 977 Tg: MAMTEA T IFHLT TGF: |

.50 No mention of any seer

.65 wAtE T HARAT |

.67 different names for different groups of st., but for 23-32.
i qEE T 70

12 FEeaiAdg@iAat A\F AIZAAT gl |

.79, 80 Afw: MR TaFRl AT |/EF 1IN |

.88 TIRIARAT 77T a7 |

.101 doubtful about the deiry A¥3m wiFasirar |

102, N ” EREECAR @

.105 doubtful about the name and epithet :-

BN MR v gE o7, FUIT qT A g goma:

.107 12 20T AT FAITER | 0T, AN qT 0

.109 STEH@AATHANT T A |

110 F5z{AEAgA! ¥ T |

14 AR TH ar Ay |

115 3037 e
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APPENDIX V,
GENEALOGY OF THE YADAVAS—THE SATVATAS

( Pargiter—Ancient Indian Historical Tradition, pp. 105, 107 ).
( This point is referred to at p. 332.)

i
T l Ny
‘ﬂ%ﬁ EEIEe I a:féw
AAR | RET-ATA
Iy
ineage not given |
Bhojas of
aTAEEa
I i T
§’|<TT AR ](arms)
iﬁmf'&!ﬂg) ﬁ‘{m
FHEOAT m(n}mﬁﬁw)
ﬁé'ma o
"r’ il
:ﬂfirr::m m’?‘r?ur
ga?'vz w&lw‘m
anlgas :ﬁlzw
| b i T
3aw ITHA  TATHA Zare others
) |
&9 ete. a:walaﬂ%w
JAATH
o
X AP )——— % RET)
AT or @ I | | N 1
ﬁlm g\x}m I A amlﬁa II Rt
b tleax sln fslw&
| N
gga  |afwy | | .. [ wqE
| sawe® 199% qgya other |
e | | RS L
| @®T gYgete. '
qarr | AW
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