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XV1 PREFACE.

(5) ANCIEN FONDS PERS. 384 of the Bibliothéque Na-«
tionale (“E”), a fairly correct MS. dated A. H. 833
(= A.D. 1429—30).

(6) A manuscript belonging to H4&jji Sayyid Nasru’lldh
(one of the Deputies of the late Majlis), who kindly
lent it to the editor for the preparation of this edition.
It is denoted as “F”, and, though quite modern, is
good, and contains copious annotations added by
the owner.

As regards the treatment of variants, the editor has wisely
decided to confine himself to mentioning the more important
only, and has ignored those insignificant modifications of
phraseology (such as kard, namid, farmid and garddinid)
which do not affect the sense in any way, and from which,
as he says, “not a page, nay, scarcely a line, is free”. On
the other hand he has added glosses and notes on difficult
passages and words.

All lovers of Persian literature and students of Folk-lore
will be grateful to Mirzd Muhammad for having supplied
them with a critical and carefully-edited text of this ancient
and hitherto unpublished and inaccessible book.

EDWARD G. BROWNE.
Feb. 4, 1909.
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is meant. This identification in confirmed, as Mirzd Mu-
hammad points out, by the fact that the preface of this
version, as far as the words ammd ba‘d, is almost identical
with the preface of Ibn “Arabshdh’s Fékikatu’l-Khulafé wa
Mufdkahatu 'dh-Dhurafd. as to the authorship of which no
doubt exists. Both the Turkish and the Arabic versions agree
in contents and arrangement with the present work, and werg
evidently based on it, not on the Rawdatu’l-*Ugil.

The six MSS. on which the present text is based are

as follows: —

(1) OR. 6476 of the British Museum (denoted as “A”) which
was transcribed at Shirdz in A. H. 762 (= A. D.
1360—1). This, the oldest and best MS. available, has
been taken as the basis of the present edition, and the
archaic spellings which it presents, and of which some
account is given by the editor at the foot of p. XIx
of his preface, have been preserved. It was first copied,
at the suggestion of Mirzd Muhammad, by his friend
and countryman Mir ‘Ali Naqi of Kdshdn during his
stay in London, and was afterwards revised and col-
lated with the five following MSS. by Mirzd Muhammad.

(2) OR. 2956 of the British Museum, (“C”), transcribed in
or before the tenth century of the Muhammadan (six-
teenth of the Christian) era.

(3) OR. 2973 of the British Museum (“B”), a bad modern
MS., transcribed in A. H. 1277 (== A.D. 1860—1).

(4) SUPPL. PERS. 1371 of the Biblioth¢que Nationale at
Paris (“D”), formerly in the possession of the late
M. Ch. Schefer, a very good MS. dated A. H. 1075
(= A.D. 1664—s5), and furnished with many variants
and glosses. It was from this MS. that M. Schefer
printed the selections given in Vol. 11 of his Chres-
“lomathie persane, pp. 172—199, which are equivalent
to about 27 pages of this present edition.
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Mahmid, a story well known, and given in its oldest and
most authoritative form in the Chakdr Magdla (see pp.
81—3 of my translation, where the name Shir-zid stands
for Shahriyar, and compare pp. 238—9 of my translation
of Ibn Isfandiydr’s History of Tabaristdn). According to
Schefer (who does not give his authority for the statement,
Shahriyir came to the throne in A. H. 337 (= A.D.
048—0), in which case he had already reigned fifty years
at the accession of Sultin Mahmud, a supposition hardly
compatible with his alleged rclations with Firdawsi. In any
case, however, it scems pretty clear that Marzubdn lived
and composed this work some time in the eleventh century
of the Christian era, though the Persian translator, Sa‘du
’din-i-Wardwini (p. 33 of the text) speaks of the original as
having been written more than four hundred years before
his translation was made, which, as we have seecn, was be-
tween A.D. 1210 and 1225.

Of the translator, Sa‘du’d-Din, little im known. Schefer
thinks that he was called Wardwini after the village ot
Wardwi, mentioned by Yaquit as situated in the province
of /I\dharb:iyjzin, between Tabriz and Ardabfl. He was in
the service of Khwaja Abu’l-Qdsim Rabibu’ d-Din (wazir
of the Atdbak Uzbeg b. Muhammad b. Ilduguz) to whom
this book in dedicated by the translator and who is frequently
cited by Muhammad b. Ahmad b. “Ali an-Nasaw{, the author
of the Sirat, or Biography, of Jaldlu’d-Din Mankubirni, the
last of the Khwdrazmshdhs, as an authority for his statements.

The Marzubdn-ndma has been translated both into
Turkish and Arabic. The Turkish version, from which the
Arabic version was made, is represented by a manuscript
at Berlin (see Pertsch’s Tirkischer Handschriften, N°. 444).
The Arabic version is ascribed to Shaykh Shihdbu’d-Din,
by whom there is little doubt that Shihibu’d-Din Ahmad
b. Muhammad b. ‘Arabshdh (d. A. H. 854 = A. D. 1450)



PREFACE. XIII

Marszubdn-ndma under the “Sages and Philosophers of Taba-
ristin” (p. 86 of the translation).

Of European Orientalists the late M. Ch. Schefer is, ap-
parently, the only one who has hitherto paid much attention
to this book, from which, in his Chrestomathic persane (vol.
II, pp. 194—211), he published copious extracts, with an
introductory notice. M. Schefer calls the author “Marzybin,
son of Surkhdb, son of Qérin”, instead of “Marzubdn, son
of Rustam, son of Sharwin”, as Ibn Isfandiyir (p. 86 of
translation) has it. Having regard to the assertion in the
Qdbis-ndma that Marzubdn’s fourteenth ancestor was Kid’us,
brother of Nushirwdn and son of Qubdd, Mfrzd& Muhammad
puts forward the following very plausible pedigree of the
author: Marzuban son of (1) Rustam, son of (2) Shahriydr,
son of (3) Sharwin, son of (4) Rustam, son of (5) Surkhdb,
son of (6) Qdrin, son of (7) Shahriyar, son of (8) Sharwin,
son of (9) Surkhdb, son of (10) Mihr-marddn, son of (11)
Suhrdb, son of (12) Bdw, son of (13) Shdpur, son of (14)
Kd’ds, who, as recmarked above, was the son of Qubdd the
Sdsdnian and brother of the celebrated Khusraw Antusharwdn,
or Nushirwdn “the Just.,” According to this hypothesis,
Marzubdn’s father Rustam was the grandson, not the son,
of Sharwin, the name of Shahriydr having been omitted in
the pedigree. Instances of such “affiliation to the grand-
father” (wisbat bi-jadd) are not uncommon, e.g. Ibn Sind
(Avicenna), Ibn Hishdm, Ibn Mailik, each of whom was the
grandson, not the son, of him whose name follows the
word “Ibn”.

Rustam, the father, and Shahriydr, the grandfather of
our author Were the contemporaries of Shamsu’l-Ma‘dli Q4bus
b. Washmgir (reigned A.D. 976—1012), and Sultdn Mahmuid
of Ghazna (A.D. g98—1030). This Shahriyar deserves to be
remembered on account of the protection which he ‘accorded
to Firdaws{ when that great poet fled from the wrath of
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A. H. 588—600 (== A.D. 1192—1204). The former version
is the commoner, and six MSS. (three in the British Museum,
two in the Bibliothéque Nationale, and one borrowed from
Persia) have been used in preparing this edition; while of
the Rawdarw’l-*Ugil (which differs considerably in contents
and arrangement, and of which three specimens are given
in the Persian preface, on pp. XI—x1V) only two MSS. are
known to exist, one at Leyden and one at Paris.

Of Eastern bibliographers and philologists only two make
mention of the Marzubin-nima, the Turk Hijji Khalifa, who
merely gives the title without further particulars, and had
evidently never seen the book; and the Persian Ridd-quli
Khién “Lala-bdshi”, poetically surnamed Hiddyat, who briefly
alludes to it in his Persian lex1con, the Farhang-i- Anjuman-
drd-yi-Ndgiri, and also in “his g great Anthology of Persian
verse and Biography of Persian poets, the Majma‘w'l-Fusahd,
in the article (Vol. I, p. 502) which he consecrates to the
poet Marzubdn-i-Fdrsi, to whom, as he says, the Marzubdn-
ndma is sometimes erroneously ascribed. On the other hand
two old Persian authors, one of the eleventh and the other
of the thirteenth century of our era, make incidental men-
tion of this book. The first, ‘Unsuru’ 1-Ma‘4li Kay-K4’ts b.
Iskandar b. Qdbus b. Washmgir, alludes to it in the Preface
to his Qdbis-ndma (composed in A. H. 475 = A. D. 1082—3),
and says that its author, Marzubdn, was his great-great-grand-
father (or, as he puts it, “the grandmother of my mother
was the daughter of Prince Marzubdn, son of Rustam, son
of Sharwin, the author of the Marzubdn-ndma, and his
thirteenth ancestor was Kay-Kd'ds the son of Qubdd and
brother of Nushfrwin the Just.”’) The second, Muhammad b .
al-Hasan b. Isfandiydr, the historian of Tabaristin, who wrote
in A. H. 613 (= A.D. 1216—1217), and of whose history
an abridged tYanslation, published in 1903, forms the second
volume of this Series, also mentions the author of the
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All that need be said about this old Persian story-book,
now for the first time published, has been said in the
scholarly Persian preface prefixed to the text by my learned
friend Mirzda Muhammad of Qazwin, to whose diligence and
learning we owe this critical edition of a collection of
tales and fables comparable to the celebrated Book of Kalila
and Dimna, but of Persian, not Indian, origin. For the benefit
of the FEuropcan reader I shall merely repeat in English
the substance of the lecarned Editor’s remarks and the out-
come of his investigations.

The Marsubdn-ndma appears to have been originally com-
piled about the end of the fourth century of the Zijra (i.e.
early in the cleventh century of the Christian era) in the
dialect of Tabaristin by a prince of that province, the Is-
pahbad Marzubin, son of Rustam, son of Sharwin, a scxon
of the House of Bawand, who traced his descent from the
Sasdnian King Qubdd or Kawddh. This old Tabari original
has long been lost, but it still existed about the beginning
of the seventh century of the ZZj7a (thirteenth of our era), when,
within a period of some ten or fifteen years, two indepen-
dent versions of it were produced in Persian. One of these
(the present text) is the Marsubin-ndma of Sa‘du’ d-Din-i-
Wardwini, made between A. H. 607 and 622 (= A.D.
1210—1225), the other is the Rawdaru’ /-‘Ug#l of Muhammad
ibn Ghdzi of Malatya (improperly called Malatiyya), who
was first secretary and then wasir to Abu’ -Fath Ruknu
’d-Din Sulaymanshih, one of the Seljiqgs of Rim, who reigned
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1. Arabic.

“These are our works which prove
what we have done;

Look, therefore, at our works
when we are gone.”’

2. Turkish.

“His genius cast its shadow o’er the world,
And in brief time he much achieved and
wrought:
The Age’'s Sun was he, and ageing suns
Cast lengthy shadows, though their time be
short.”
(Kemdl Pashi-zddd.)
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‘““ When we are dead, seek for our
resting-place
Not in the earth, but in the
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