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The Conquerors of Hind.

idolized by them. 1lis eourtiers and sivdars are all of noble
extraction.  There is no contemporary sovereign of any
country on the face of the habitable globe that does not deem
it his duty to pay him friendly regard and esteem.  In short,
Lis virtues are so many, that to expatiate on them is beyond
the compass of my ability.

Permitted, as I have been, by his Majesty to undertake the
history of his forefathers, and stand, as T do, within the
beneficial influence of his royal favour, I have been enabled to
complete an intricate task like the one in hand.

We liere close this short memoir with our fervent and
sincere prayers to the Deity to grant cternal felicity and

welfare to our excellent King of Delhi.

PRINTED AT TUE BENGAL CATHOLIC ORPHAN PRESS,
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mush, Mahomed Yogee, Man Eglan, and Bardooye. Of
these, Jehangire, and Omur Saikh died during their father’s
life-time, the eldest son of Jehangire also died at Akshehr,
and another of Timour’s grand-sons died in Egypt having
deserted his party.

The following is a catalogue of the names of emperors in
a dircet line from Timour. It comes down to the present
King of Delhi.

Saheb Keran Amecer Timour Gorgan Gazie; Jelal-ud-deen
Mceran Shal Gorgan; Mirza Sultan Mahomed ; Sultan Abu-
sayeed ; Sultan Omur Shaikh Gorgan; Zaheer-ud-deen Ma-
homed Baber Padsha Gazie ; Nuscer-ud-deen Mahomed Ilo-
mayoon Padsha Gazie; Abul-futha Jelal-ud-deen Mahomed
Alkbar Padsha Gazie; Abul-mozufler Noor-ud-deen Mahomed
Jehangire Padsha Gazie; Shahab-ud-deen Mahomed Saheb
Keran Sance Shah Jehan Padsha Gazie; Aurungzebe Allum-
gire Padsha Gazie; Shah Allum  Bahadur Shah; Mahomed
Moez-ud-deen Jehandar Shah; Az-ud-deen Mahomed Allum-
gire Sance ; Abul-Mozfler Jelal-ud-deen Shah Allum Padsha
Gazie; Abu-Nusr Mocen-ud-deen Mahomed Akbar  Shah
Padsha Gazie; Mahomed Abu-Zufler Scraj-ud-deen Bahadur
Shah Padsha Gazie.

This last, the present ruling power of Delli, is of a
dynasty that has been as  Dbrilliant as the sun  that
illuminates the world, and  has waved the seeptre  since
the time of  Adam, though not all with equal cogency.
His hospitality is boundless; his complaisance of manners
and amiableness of disposition are remarkable. Iew, if any,
can equal him in his knowledge of the Punjabee, the Uurduy,
the Persian, aud the Arabic languages. e is himself a great
Oriental poet ; and is in consequence a zealous encourager of
those who follow his literary example. 1lis impartiality in
the administration of justice is of such a transcendent nature,
that it is, on that account in particular, that his subjects have
perfectly acquiesced in his rule, and he may be said to be

37
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might carry a purse of gold from the East to the West.
For his learning, he was master of the Turkish and Puh-
luvi or Persian languages. TIle often delighted to hear
the praise of the Deity. 1le was a rigid Mahomedan, and a
follower of Ali and hissons. Ile it was, who improved the
game of chess (invented Ly Rance Mundadoree, wife of
Ravuna, emperor of Lunka, and one of the Vedists,) and
laid it in the system we have it now. Ile was never swayed
by others” influence in any matter; and such was the dread
with which the emperor was looked up to by his subjeets, that
none dared to contradict Lis irrevocable nod.  Ile was a ready
friend to the poor and distressed, but a violent suppressor of
insolence and audacity. Ie invented a code of laws which
still exists. IIe dethroned and enthroned several potentates.
No contemporary sovereign could pretend to be his equal in
arms; and he was the greatest of all Mussulman kings,
before or after his epoch.  With all his virtues, Timour was,
it must be acknowledged, a great scourge of mankind.

His sons and grand-sons amounted to thirty-six at the time
of his decease; all of whom he loved in an cqual degree.
e had four sons, namely, Princes, Jehangire, Omur Saikh,
Meeran Shah, and Shah Rokh. The eldest, Jehangive, had
two sons, namely, Sultan Mahomed, the cldest, and Peer
Mahomed, the youngest.  Sultan Mahomed had three
sons, namely, Mahomed Jehangire, Sadoo Kas, and Aheya;
Peer Mahomed had seven  sons, namely, Kaodoo, Khal,
Sadookus, Boozunjeer, Jehangire, Sunjur, and Kaissar. Omur
Saikh had  five sons, namely, Peer Mahomed, Rostum,
Sckunder, Baya Kurra, Almud, and four grand-sons, Mchdy
and Omur, sons to Peer Mahomed, and Ulkeez, and Osman
Chulpee, sons to Rostum.  Mecran Shah had six Sous, name-
ly, Ababaker, Omur, Khulleel, Sultan Malowed, Ayjul; and
Sayoorghutmush.  Ilis grandsons were two, Elunghur,
and Osman, sons of Ababaker. Shah Rokh had seven sons,
namely, Ulugh Beg, Ibrahim Sultan, Baisanghar, Sayoorghut-
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mounted on horse-back, passed the Sihoon on the ice, marched
three hundred miles,* from his capital, and pitched his last
eamp in the neighbourhood of Otrar or Sahera-Tora, where
he was expected by the angel of death. Iatigue, and the
indisereet use of iced water, accelerated the progress of his
fever; and the conqueror expired, aged seveuty-one years,
after having declared hLis  grandson, Peer Mahomed, son
of Jechangire, his successor. Ilis corpse was carried to
Samarcund, where in Rohabad it was interred with usual pomp
and magnificence.  For forty days after his death, his subjects
wore sable suits, and be-moaned the irretrievable loss their
country had thus sustained. DBy this catastrophe, China was
saved ; and fourteen years after his deeease, his fourth and
most powerful son, Shahrokh, contracted an alliance with the
emperor of China: the particulars of which will be deline-
ated in his life.

Salich - Keran  Ameer Timour Gorgan  Gazie, reigned
thirty-sixt Iegyra years. e devastated several countries
on the face of the habitable globe, and levelled them to the
ground. Ile was master of eight millions of troops.
Tiwour might boast, that, at his accession {o the
throne, Asia was the prey of anarchy and rapine, whilst under
his  prosperous monarchy a child, fearless and unhurt,

* Or half the number according to the current Persian and  Bengallee
nieasure.

+ He thereby gained the title of Salieb Keran.  Karun significs ten years
Its plural Keranmeans 20, 30, 40, 69, 80, 100, and 120 years respectively, l-‘m-'
particulars sce Kamoos, an Arabie Dictionary.  ““ Saheb’ means master, Agree-
ably to this definition, it is perfectly aceurate to style any king, Keran, who
may have governed his kingdom {or twenty years.  Richardson’s and Hunter's
Persian and Urdu Dictivnaries interpret the phrase < Saheh Keran” into a
scgreat emperor,”” or ““an invincible hero,”  The former states that ¢ this title
was adopted by Tamerlane,” “One of his descendants, also, Shah Jelian, emyperor
of Delhi, assumed the titie of Sahel Keran (Sance) or (the seeond)” Henee we
eannot but be struck with surprise to behold our worthy bistorian of Persia,
Sir John Maleolm, remarking that ¢ Ilis flatterers styled “him (Timour) Saheh

Keran or * Lordof the great conjunctions’ (of the stars. ;"
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of religion, as well as of paternal tenderness; and the pomp of
the ancient Caliphs was revived in their nuptials. They were
celebrated in the gardens of Congool, decorated with innu-
merable tents and pavilions, which displayed the luxury of a

greab city and the spoils of a victorious camp, Whole forests
were cut down to supply fuel for the kitchens: the plain was
spread with pyramids of meat, to which thousands of guests
were eourteously invited @ Kings, Princes, Amcers, and
in short, several orders of the state, and nations of the
carth, were marshalled at the royal banquet; nor were the
ambassadors of Lurope exeluded from the feast. The royal
Lost welcomed  his guests with the greatest complaisance
coneeivable, all according to their rank and dignity. The
public joy was testified by illuminations and masquerades ;
the trades of Samarcund passed in review ; and every trade was
emulous to exceute some quaint  deviee, some marvellous
pageant, with the materials of their peeuliar art.  After the
marriage- contracts had been ratified by the Cazies, the bride-
grooms and their brides retived to the nuptial chambers; nine
times, according to the Asiatic fashion, they were dressed and
undressed; and at cach change of apparel, pearls, and rubies
were showered on their hieads, and contemptuously abandoned
to their attendants. A general indulgence was proclaimed :
every law was relaxed, every pleasure was allowed ; the people
was {ree, the sovereign was idle ; and we may here remark, that
the only happy period of Timour's life were the two or three
months in which he ceased to excreise bis power.  But he
was soon awakened to the cares of government aud war. The
standard was unfurled  for the invasion of China: the
Ameers made their report of two hundred thousand, the scleet
and veteran soldiers of Iran and Touran : their baggage and
provisions were transported by five hundred great waggons,
and an immense train of horses and camels; and the troops
might prepare for a Jong absence. Neither age, nor severity
of the winter, could retard the impatience of Timour; he
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world. Timour now meditated the invasion of the Chinese Em-
pire. He was urged to this enterprise by national honour and
religious zeal ~ The recent expulsion of the house of Chenghiz
was an insult on the Mogul name; and the disorders of the
empire afforded the fairest opportunity for revenge. The
illustrious Hongvou, founder of the dynasty of Ming, died
four years before the battle of Ungooria; and his grandson, a
weak and unfortunate youth, was burnt in his palace, after a
nmillion of Chinese had perished in the civil war. Before he
evacuated Anatolia, Timour dispatched beyond the Sihoon a
numerous army, or rather a colony, of his old and new sub-
Jects, to open”the road, to subdue the Pagan Calmucks and
Mungals, and to found cities and magazines in the desert ; and,
by the diligence of his licutenant, he soon received a perfeet
map and description of the unknown regions, from the source
of the Trtish to the wall of China. During these prepara-
tions, the emperor achicved the final conquest of Georgia;
passed the winter on the banks of the Araxes; appeased the
troubles of Persia; and slowly returned to his capital.

Oun the throne of Samarcund, he displayed, in a short repose,
his magnificence and power; listened to the complaints of the
people ; distributed a just measure of rewards and punishments;
employed bis riches in the architecture of palaces, gardens, and
temples; and gave audience to the ambassadors of Egypt or
Meser, Arabia, Hindustan, Tartary, Russia, France, and Spain,
the last of whom presented a suit of tapestry which eclipsed the
pencil of the Oriental artists. This was Ilenry IIL king of
Castile; there appears likewise to have been some correspondence
between the Mogul emperor, and the Court of Charles VII,
king of I'rance, who with several other potentates of the
West and Fast sent embassies with presents to the King of the
World.  They were received with due marks of regard, and
kheluts or honorary distinctions were bestowed upon them.
The marriage of the emperor’s grandsons was esteemed an act
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the two continents of Furope and Asia.  The two passages of
the Bosphorus and Hellespont, of Constantinople and Galliopoli,
were possessed, the one by the Christians, the other by the
Tirks., On this great oceasion, they forgot the difterence of
religion, to act with union and firmness in the common cause :
the double streights were guarded with ships and fortifications;
and they separately witheld the trausports which Timour de-
manded of ecither nation, under the pretence of attacking their
encmy. At the same time, they soothed his pride with
tributary gifts and suppliant embassies, and prudently tempted
him to retreat with the honor of victory.  Soliman, the
son of Bayazeed, mmplored his elemeney for his father and
himself; aceepted, by a red patent, the investiture of the king-
dom of Romania, which he already held by the sword; and
reiterated his ardent wish, of casting himself in person at the
feet of the King of the world.  The Greek emperor (cither
Johm or Manuel) submitted to pay the same tribute which he
had stipulated with the Turkish Saltan, and ratiiied the treaty
by an oath of allegiance, from which he could absolve his
conseience as soon as the Mogul arms had retired from Anatolia.
But the fears and faney of nations aseribed to the ambitious
Tamerlane o new design of  vast and romantie compasss;
a design of subduing ligypt and Africa, marching from the
Nile to the Atlantic Ocean, entering Liurope by the straits of
Gibraltar, and, alter imposing his yoke on the kingdoms of
Chiristendowm, of returning home by the deserts of Russia and
Tartary.  This vemote, and perhaps imaginary, danger was
averted by the submission of Sultan Iarez of ligypt or Meser,*
who Dby the cmperor’s command imprisoned Sultan Ahmed
Eelkhannee and Karayusoof Turkoman.  The Khootba and the
Coin, attested at Cairo the supremacy of Timour, which honour,
his descendant, the present King of Delhi, Abuzufler, possesses
in his realm. A rare gift of a giraffe, or camelopard, and nine

* Meser, a descendant of Noaly, founded this city, and gave name to it.
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“ unseasonable arrogance of Bajazet ; the complaints of his
“ cnemies, the Anatolian princes, were just and vehement ;
« and Timour betrayed a design of leading his royal captive
“in trinumph to Samarcand. An attempt to facilitate his
“ escape, by digging a mine under the tent, provoked the
“ Mogul LEmperor to impose a harsher restraint; and in his
‘ perpetual marches, an iron cage on a waggon might be
“invented, not as a wanton insult, but as a rigorous pre-
“caution.” M. D’Herbelot treats the story of the iron cage
as a fable.

To us too, it scems to be an utter falsehood. For had Timour
been exasperated, as he is represented to have been, with
Bayazeed, it is probable, he would not have limited his revenge
to the person of the Sultan alone, but would have certainly
extended it to his family and kingdom, and treated them all
with the same severity which he had exercised towards other
princes, whose insolent conduct had provoked his resentment,
But we obsecrve, on the cont rary, with no small delight, that
Timour acted, as became a generous conqueror, and raised
Mousa, a son of his antagonist, to the throne of his ancestors;
that he invested Soliman, another son of Bayazeed, with the
sovercignty of Romania, and that he promised to aggrandize
the Sultanate, though, before he could fulfil Lis promise, the
Sultan was unfortunately dead. Nor did the generosity of
the emperor stop here. 1le shed tears over the corpse of
his adversary, and accompanied it himself to the mausoleum at
Boursa. It is not improbable, therefore, that the historians have
collected the story from mere report, which the enemies of
Timour took delight in circulating far and wide.

All Persia, Arabia, Hindustan, Roum, Sham* and much of
Europe were in the hands of Timour ; his armies were invincible,
his ambition was boundless, and his zeal might aspire to conquer
and convert the Christian kingdoms of the West, which already

trembled at his name, Ie touched the utmost verge of the

* Sham is thé Persian name for Africa,
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time, as nineteen years after the death of Timour, could
not have escaped the notice of critics, who abound in
cvery age and clime, or wmet the royal approbation. We
do not, however, thereby deny that exaggerations might
have insensibly erept into his history, but we should not
therefore charge the author with adulation, as some Eng-
lish historians have done; for the very language wherein the
work was composed necessarily required certain ornaments
and flourishes,

The harsh and ignominious treatment of Bayazeed is
attested by the French, the Italians, the Greceks, the Turks,
and the Arabs. All these nations except the last men-
tioned have furnished certain reasons, collected from mere

report, for their assertion. They all expressly aflirm, that

Timour confined Bayazeced in an iron cage after his defeat;

and that after dragging forth such a miserable life for a foi
months, the Sultan died of a broken heart. As for Ahmed
Ebn Arabshah, the Arabic historian, who out of malice and
personal antipathy towards the emperor, has exhausted his
oriental scholarship in depreciating him in every possible way,
we cannot rely on his evidence. We have already adverted
to the weakness this author has betrayed in writing the history
of Timour. The emperor in his carcer of conquest reduced
several cities of Sham, and Arabia, his native country, and put
to the sword certain followers of Yazeed, a scet to which
the Arabie historian himself belonged.  Causes like these
rouscd the indignation of Arabshah, who thus attempted to
turn his peninto a weapon of revenge, and depicted in the
darkest colours the birth, the character, and the merits of the
hero. With respeet to the iron cage, the inimitable Ilistorian
of the Deecline and Fall of the Roman Ewpire, remarks ; ¢ I
¢ am satisfied that Sherefeddin Ali has faithfully described the
¢ first ostentatious interview, in which the conqueror, whose
“spirits were harmonised by success, affected the character of
¢ generosity. DBut his mind was insensibly alienated by the
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throne of his ancestors. Bayazeed was descended from Osman
or Othman, who founded the Ottoman empire in the year 1300
A. D and A II. 700. IIe hadobtained several titles of Ul-Dir-
rim, Sultan, Gazie, and Kaissara-Roum. Ilis dynasty still exists
on the throne of the Turkish Empire, with the titles of ¢ Sultan
Gazic” and “ Kaissar* of Roum.” The ruling power of
Turkey professes Islamism; and Constantinoplet Egypt and
Rome,} with several parts of Ilurope are under its sway. DBut
toreturn. The cffect of the glorious promise that Timour had
made of re-instating the fallen Sultan was, however, frustrated
by the untimely death of the latter, who, in spite of the care
of the most skilful physicians, expired of an apoplexy, at
Akshehbr.  In the same year and at the same place died, the
cldest grandson of Timour, Mirza Sultan Mahomed, son of
Mirza Mahomed Jehangire deceased. The vietor dropped
his tears over their graves ; Bayazeed’s body was conveyed with
royal pomp to the mausoleum which he had erccted at Boursa ;
and his son Mousa, after receiving a rich present, or Khelat, of
gold and jewels, of lhorses and arms, was invested by a
patent in red ink with the kingdom of Anatolia. |

Such is the portrait of a generous conqueror, drawn
from the DPersian history of Sherefeddin, which  was
finished at Shiraz, and dedicated, nineteen years after the
decease of the hero, to Sultan Ibrahim, the son of Shahrokh,
the son of Timour, who reigned at ITerat in his father’s life-
time. The authority of Sherefeddin is indeed of a nature to
be relied upon; for falschood, if there were any, in his ac-
counts of this warrior, especially at so short a distance of

* The Kaissar of the Persian Iistorians is the Greek rendering of the Latin
Cwesar, a title which the Roman Emperors generally assumed.

+ Constantinople has been so called after its founder, Coustantine the Great,
the first who renounced Vedism, the religion of his ancestors, and embraced

the Christian creed.  Itlies on the east of Roum, and thence-forward became

the capital of the Romau world.
+ Rome was founded by Romulus after whom it has been called.

I Anatolia is another name for Roum,
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that he arrived with only four thousand at the gates of the
capital, after performing in five days a march of two hundred
and thirty miles. Yet fear is still more rapid in its course :
and Soliman had already passed over to Europe with the royal
treasure. Several of the respectable inhabitants had escaped ;
but the buildings, for the most part of wood, were reduced to
ashes.  On the arrival of the haram from Boursa sent by
Mahomed, Timour restored the queen Despina and her
daughter®* to their father and husband; but he piously
required, that the Servian princess, who had hitherto been
indulged in the profession of Christianity, should embrace
without delay the religion of the prophet. Yrom Boursa,
the grandson of Timour advanced to Nice even yet a fair
and flourishing city ; and the Mogul squadrons were only
stopped by the waves of the Propontis. The same suc-
cess attended the other Mirzas or Princes and amecers in
their excursions : and Smyrna, defended by the zeal and
courage of the Rhodian Knights, alone deserved the presenee
of the emperor himself.  After an obstinate defence, the
place was taken by storm ; all that breathed was put to the
sword ; and the heads of the Christain heroes were launched
from the engines, on board of two carracks, or great ships of
Europe, that rode at anchor in the harbour. The Moslems of
Asia rejoiced in their deliverance from a dangerous and domes-
tic foe, and a parallel was drawn between the two rivals, by
observing that Timour, in fourteen days, had reduced a for-
tress which had sustained seven years the siege, or at least the
blockade, of DBayazeed. In honour of the late success-
ful battles, the conqueror entertained several Ameers,
Kings, and Princes of the ncighbouring countries with a
ball and supper.  In tne feast of victory, to which Ul-Dirrim
Bayazeed was also invited, the Mogul emperor placed a
crown on his head and a sceptre in his hand, with a solemn
assurance of restoring him with an increcase of glory to the

* Sherefeddin says that Timour married this daughter of Bayazeed.
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Mousa, one of the sons of the Sultan,* were taken captives by the iI‘IAP L.

conqueror. Bayazeed himself was soon pursued and taken by

- ———

one of the Khaus of Timour, who brought him with duc honor }}a.‘,t'nzloeddvi
' catec and
to the royal presence. No sooner was Timour informed that captured.

the captive Ottoman was at the door of his teut, than he gra-
ciously stept forward to receive him, seated him by his side,
and mingled with just reproaches a soothing pity for his rank
and misfortune. “ Alas!” said the Emperor, ¢ the decrce of
“ fate is now accomplished by vour own fault: it is the weed
“you yourself have planted; the coat of amity, which yourself
“ have rent in twain. I wished to spare, and even to assist, the
¢ champion of the Moslems : you braved our threats; you
“ despised our {friendship ; you forced us to enter your king-
¢ dom with our invincible armies. Behold the event. Ilad you
¢ vanquished, I am not ignorant of the fate which you reserved
¢ for myself and my troops. But I disdain to retaliate : your
¢ life and honor are secure ; and I shall express my gratitude
“to God by my clemency to man.” The royal captive show-
ed some signs of repentance, accepted the humiliation of a
Khelat or (robe of honour) from the conqueror, and embraced
with tears his son Mousa, who, at his request, was sought and
found among the captives of the field. The Ottoman
princes were lodged in a splendid pavilion ; and the respect
of the guards could be surpassed only by their vigilance.
The fame of Tamer Beg now spread far and wide. Ilis
knowledge of the tacties of war had been on the late occasion
put to the highest test, and he acquitted himself in the ordeal
with honor and glory. After the victory, the conqueror let
loose on all sides the ministers of rapine and destruction,
Mirza Mahomed Sultan, the ecldest and best beloved of his
grandsous, was despatched to Boursa, the capital, with thirty
thousand horse to overtake Soliman, who had retired from the
field of battle : and such was the youthful ardour of Mahomed,

* Two other sons of the Sultan, Esau and Mustafa, escaped from the field .
and some say, the latter fell in the battle, and an impostor under that name-
afterwards appeared.
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of many years, Ile hadimproved the tacties, without violating
the manners, of his nation. Trom a single troop to a great
army, the mode of attack was the same : the drum, and the
trumpet raised their shrill yet animating voice, and the foremost
line first advanced to the charge, and was supported in a just
order by the squadrons of the great vanguard. The general’s
eye watched over the ficld, and at his command the front and
rear of the right and left wings succcssiv‘e]y moved forward in
their several dircetions, and in a direct or oblique line: the
cnemy was pressed by nineteen attacks; and each attack af-
forded a chance of victory. If they all proved fruitless, or
unsuccessful, the occasion was worthy of the emperor himself,
who gave the signal of advancing to the standard and the
main body, which he led in person. But in the battle of
Ungooria, the main body itself was supported, on the flanks
and in the rear, by the bravest squadrons of the reserve, com-
manded by the sons and grandsons of Timour. The conqueror
of 1lindostan ostentatiously showed aline of elephants, the tro-
phies, rather than the instruments, of victory. In that day,
Bayazeed displayed the qualities of a soldierand a chief : but his
genius sunk under a stronger ascendant ; and from various mo-
tives, the greatest part of his troops failed him in the decisive mo-
ment. The Turkish chiefs and others,* unable to cope any longer
with their enemies, implored the assistance of the emperor ; and
even Soliman, one of Bayazeed’s sons, hastily withdrew from the
ficld. The curiassiers of Kurope, and the Janizaries alone remain-
ed in the field, and vigorously charged Timour's army. Dut
their valour was at length oppressed by heat, thirst, and the
weight of numbers; and the unfortunate Sultan, afflicted
with the gout in his hands and feet, was transported from the
field ou the fleetest of his horses. The scale now turned towards
the side of the emperor, who thus obtained the undisputed poss-
ession of the whole country of Anatolia. Several chiefs with

* Among these were Karayusoof Turkoman and Sultan Ahmed Eel-Khannee,
who fled to the Court of Egypt.
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and arrears for seven years, more firmly attached them to the &H_fg-_ L
Imperial standard.

During this diversion of the Mogul arms, Bayazeed had ﬁ: Di[ 'lggiz
two years to collect his forces for a more serious encounter. Invades A-
Timour himself fixes the Ottoman army, at 400,000 men which natolia-
is reduced to 150,000 by Phranza, and swelled by the German
soldier to 1,400,000. It is evident, that the Moguls were the
more numerous. We may discriminate the Janizaries who have
been gradually raised toan establishment of 40,060 men ; twenty
thousand cuirassiers of Europe clad in black and impenetrable
armour ; the troops of Anatolia, whose princes had taken re-
fuge in the camp of Timour, and a colony of Tartars, whom
he had driven from Kapchak, and to whom Bayazeed had
assigned a settlement in the plains of Adrianople. The fear-
less confidence of the Sultan urged him to meet his antagon-
ist ; and, as if he had chosen that spot for revenge, he displayed
his bLanners near the ruins of the unfortunate Suvas. In
the mean while, Timour moved from the Araxes through the
countries of Armenia and Anatolia: his boldness was secured
by the wisest precautions ; his speed was guided by order and
discipline ; and the woods, the mountains, and the rivers, were
diligently explored by the flying squadrons, who marked his
road, and preceded his standard. Firm in his plan of fighting
in the heart of ‘the Ottoman kingdom, he avoided their camp ;
dexterously inclined to the left; occupied Cesaria ; traversed
the salt desert and the river Halys ; and invested Ungooria :
while the Sultan, immoveable and ignorant in his post,
compared the Tartar swiftness to the crawling of a snail: he
returned on the wings of indignation to the relief of
Ungooria; and as both generals were alike impatient . .
for action, the plains round that city were the scene of gooria.

a memorable battle, which has immortalized the glory
of Timour and the shame of Uldirrim DBayazeed. For
this signal victory, the Mogul emperor was indebted
to himself, to the genius of the moment, and the discipline
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In his return to the Euphrates, Timour delivered Aleppo to
the flames; and -justified his pious motive by the pardon and
reward of certain sectaries of Ali, who weré desirous to visit the
tomb of his son. Ile erected a pyramid of ninety-thousand
heads on the ruins of Bagdad ; again visited Georgia; encamp-
ed on the banks of the Araxes; and proclaimed his resolution
of marching against the Ottoman emperor. Counscious of the
importance of the war, he collected his forces from every pro-
vince : eight hundred thousand men were cnrolled on his mili-
tary list, according to some; twenty thousand according to a
Greek* historian. A Latin historian reckons his army
1,100,000 : ““but,” says the famous historian of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire, “ the splendid commands of five,
“and ten, thousand horse, may be rather expressive of the rank
“and pension of the chicefs, than of the genuine number of ef-
“fective soldiers,” This custom has uniformily descended with
the posterity of Timour from age to age, and is still followed
by the reigning sovercign of Delhi. To cite illustrative in-
stances, we may herein observe, that the Iimperor Shal Allum,
grandfather to the present Padshaw, Abuzuffer, conferred the
title of “the Commander of six thousand horse and four
thousand foot” on the auther’s late grandfather, Maha Rajah
Nub krishna Bahadur, who, we are certain, had not in reality
the command of such a number. Our present sovereign of
Delhi, we know, bestows the titles of Munsuba-Puuch-Haza-
ree, Sush-Hazaree, Duh-1lazaree, and other honors which, it is
needless to repeat in this place, the author himself has been
fortunate enough to participate. The particular detail of all
this s, however, reserV9d, till we procced to speak of the times
of his present majesty. In the pillage of Syria, the Moguls
had acquired immense riches : but the delivery of their pay

* The Persian Geographers and Historians denominate all the countries lying
in the south of Europe, as Italy, Greece, and other adjoining ones, by the name
of Roum, situated on the Mediterranean sca, and governed by Grecian Kings.
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streets of Aleppo streamed with blood, and re-echoed with CHAL.

the cries of mothers and children, with the shrieks of violated
virgins.  The rich plunder that was abandoned to his soldiers
might stimulate their avarice ; but their cruelty was enforeed
by the peremptory command of producing an adequate number
of heads, which, according to his custom, were curiously piled
in columns and pyramids: the Moguls celebrated the feast of
victory, while the surviving Moslems passed the night in tears
and in chains,  Iu this manuer, the conqueror captured several
provinces of that extensive country which is denomivated
Sham, by the Persian Geographers, after one of the sons
of Noah. There was still a blow rvemaining to be aimed
against this  country, and that was against its capital,
Damascus.*  To this end as the warrior proceeded, he
was rudely encountered, in the vicinity of that province,
and almost overthrown by the armies of  Egypt. A re-
trograde  motion was imputed to his distress and despair :
one of his nephews deserted to the enemy; and Syria
rejoiced in the tale of his defeat, when the Sultan  was
driven by the revole of the Mamalakes to eseape with precipi-
tution and shame to his paluce of Cairo.  Abandoned by their
prinee, the inhabitants of Damascus still defended theiv walls ;
and Timour conseuted to sparve their lives, it they would yield
to his power without further struggle. At this, they opened

the gates of the city, allowed free access to his army to enter

in.  Assoou as Timour had introduced himself into the city, he ‘:‘ D. 1101,
L)\,

mmposed a contribution of ten millions of gold; and animated Takes
1MasCus,

his troops to chastise the posterity of those Syrians who had
executed, or approved, the murder of the graundson of Maho-
med. A family which had given honourable burial to the head
of Hosein, and a colony of artificers whom he sent to labour at
Samarcund, were alone reserved in the general massacre ; and

* The Persian aud Arabic Historians affirm, that this city is so ealled from
Damshak, a son of Numrood (or Nimrod,; a king of Sham, who transferred the

seat of government to that provinee,

—————

H, 8

)
23

1.
—

0d.

Da-



22

CHAP. 1.

Sy’

Sacks Alep-
po Nov, 1L

The Conquerors of Hind.

the entrance of the great street ; the Moguls entered with the
fugitives; and, after a short defence, the citadel, the impreg-
nable citadel of Aleppo, surrendered before the vietorious arms
of Timour, Among the suppliauts and captives, the conqueror
distinguished the Cazies, or the doctors of the law, whom he
invited to the dangerous honour of a personal conference. The
Mogul prinee was a zealous Mussulman ; but his Persian schools
had taught him to revere the memory of Ali and Hossain 5 and
he had imbibed a deep prejudice agaiust the Syrians, as the
enemies of the son of the daughter of the Apostle of God.
To these doctors he proposed a captious question, which the
casuists of Bokhara, Samarcund, and Herat, were ineapable
of resolving.,  “ Who are the true martyrs, of those who are
“slain on my side, or on that of my enemies?”  But he was
silenced, or satisfied, by the desterity of one of the Cazies of
Aleppo, who replied, in the word of Mahomed himself, that the
motive, not the ensign, constitutes the martyrs; and that the
Moslems of either party, who fight only for the glory of God,
may -deserve that saered appellation.  The true succession of
the Caliphs was a controversy of a still more delicate nature,
and the frankness of a doctor, too honest for his situation,
provoked the emperor to exelaim, ¢ Ye are as false as those of
Damascus:  Mavyah wds an usurper, Azeed a tyrant, and,
All alone is the Jawful suceessor of the prophet.” - They all
pradently acquieseed with the emperor in venerating Ali and
his sons Hussain and Tussun, which pacified his wrath and
led him to a more familiar topic of conversation.” ¢ What is
your age?” saild he to the Cazi.  “ Tifty years.”—“Tt would
be the age of my eldest son: you sce me here (continued
“Timour) a poor, lame, decrepit mortal.  Yet by my arm has
“the Almighty been oleased to subdue the kingdows of Tran,
« Touran, and the Indies. T am not a manof blood ; and God
“is my witness, that in all my wars I have never been the ag-
¢ gressor, and that my enemics have always been the authors of

“ their own calamity.” During this peaceful conversation the
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to the,emperor, As a Mussulman he seemed to respect the \S_*“AP:;
pious occupation of Bayazeed, whose army with his sou Soli- M

man was still engaged in the blockade of Constantinople: and ‘2: B: 82)-4:(,}“-
after this salutary lesson, the Mogul conqueror checked his Invades sy

pursuit, and turned aside to the invasion of Syria and Egypt. e
In these transactions, the Ottoman prince is styled by the
Orientals the Kaissara- Roum.

The Military republic of the Mamalukes still reigned in
Egypt and Syria : but the dynasty of the Turks was
overthrown by that of the Circassians; and their favourite
Barkok, from a slave and a prisoner, was raised and res-
tored to the throne. In the midst of rebellion and discord,
he bLraved the menaces, corl'e;pondcd with the encmies,
and detained the ambassadors, of the Mogul, who, busy
as he was, with several expeditions on the occasion, anxiously
waited for an opportunity to revenge on him. DBut while
Timour was preparing himself for the struggle, Barkok died,
and his son, Farage, a weak prince, ascended the throne,  The
son was thercfore compelled to sufter for the crimes of his father,
and to await an invasion from the mighty warrior.  The
Syrian ameers were assembled at Aleppo to repel the invasion :
they confided in the fame and discipline of the Mamalukes, in
the temper of their swords and lances of the purest steel of
Damascus, m the strength of their walled cities, and in the
populousness of sixty thousand villages: and instead of sus-
taining a siege, they threw open their gates, and arrayed their
foreces in the plain.  But these forces were not cemented by
virtue and union; and thus at the approach of Timour’s army,
some ameers, through fear or interest, deserted to his party ;
others fled towards the jungles; and those that remained were
all panic —stricken with a sight of the stupendous elephants,
that covered the front of Timour’s army, and whose turrets
were filled with archers.  The rapid evolutions of his cavalry
completed the dismay and disorder ; the Syrian crowds fell back
on cach other ; muny thousands were stifled or slaughtered in
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“ Thou hast fought some battles in the woods of Anatolia; con-
“ temptible trophies! Thou hast obtained some victories overthe
¢ Christians of Europe; thy sword was blessed by the Apos-
“tle of God; and thy obedience to the precept of the Koran,
“in waging war against the infidels, is the sole consideration.
“that prevents us from destroying thy couuntry, the frontier
“and bulwark of the Moslem world. Be wise in time ; re-
“flect ; repent; and avert the thunder of our vengeance,
““which is yet suspended over thy head.  Thou art no more
“ than a pismire; why wilt thou seck to provoke the elephants ?
“ Alas, they will trample thee under their feet”  Perusing
the contents of this letter, Bayazeed was deeply stung by
such unusual contempt, and gave vent to his resentment
in the following words. ¢ Thy armies arc innumerable : be
“they so; but what are the arrows of the flying Tartar
“apainst the scymetars and battle-axes of my firm and
“invincible Janizaries? I will guard the princes who have
“ implored my protection : seck them in my tents. The cities
“of Arzingan and Erzerum are mine, and unless the tribute
¢“be duly paid, I will demand of thee the arrears under the
“walls of Tauris and Sultauia. 1 have achieved glorious
“victories in Iran, Touran, and the Indies: thou hast never
“triumphed exeept through thy own pertidy and the vices of
“thy foes. If I fly froin my arms, may my wives be thrice
“ divorced from my bed : but if thou hast not courage to uicet
“me in the field, mayest thou againreceive thy wives after they
“have thrice enaured the embraces of a hulla.”  Any violation
by word or deed of the secrecy of the Ilaram is an unpardon-
able offence among the Turkish nations; aund the political
quarrel of the two monarchs was embittered by private aund
personal resentment. “Yet in his first expedition, Timour was
satisfied with the siege and destruction of Siwas or Sebaste, a
strong city on the borders of Anatolia; and he revenged the
indiscretion of the Ottoman, on a garrison of four thousand
Armenians, who were buried alive for their obstinate resistance
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affairs of the state, thought it proper, and as becoming a wise
parent, to restrain the riotousness and debaucheries of his son,
which he did very effectually by putting all his profligate com-
rades to the sword. Among the insurgent chiefs, were Ahmed-
Eel-Khanuee, who sueceeded in reinstating himself at Bagdad,
and Kurra-yasoof Turkoman, who, defeated by Timour in a
pitched battle, took refuge at the court of Bayazeed. The
ruler of Georgia had also rebelled. Ile therefore direct-
ed his arms against the Christians of Georgia, who were strong
only in theirrocks, their castles, and the winter season ; but these
obstacles were overcome by the zeal aud perseverance of
Timour : the rebels submitted to the tribute or the Koran; and
many Christians who refused to abjure their faith were
put to the sword.  On his descent from the hills, the Emperor
gave audience to the first ambassadors of Bayazeed, and opened
the hostile ecorrespondence of complaints and menaces.  The
Mogul and Ottoman conquests now touched cach other in the
neighbourhood of Lrzerum, and the LEuphrates; nor had the
doubtful limit been ascersained by time and treaty. Ilach of
these monarchs might accuse his rival of violating his terri-
tory; of threatening his vassals ; and protecting his rebels;
aud, by the name of rebels, cach understood the fugitive
princes, whose kingdoms he had usurped, and whose life or liber-
ty he implacably pursued.  The resemblance of character was
still more dangerous than the opposition of interest ; and in
their victorious carcer, Timour was impatient of an equal, and
Bayazeed was ignorant of a superior.  The first epistle of the
Mogul emperor must have provoked, instead of reconciling
the Turkish Sultan; whose family and nation he affected to
despise.  ““ Dost thou not know, that the greatest part of Asia
i3 sabject to our arms and our laws? that our invincible
¢ forces extend from oue sea to the other ? that the potentates
“of the earth form a line before our gate ? and that we have
¢ compelled fortune herself to-watch over the prosperity of our
‘““ empire ? what is the foundation of thy insolence and folly ?
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CHAT. L. to purify his soldiers in the blood of the Idolaters, or Vedists,
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who still surpass, in the proportion of ten to one, the numbers
of the Moslems.  In this horrible design, he advanced one
hundred miles to the mnorth-cast of Delhi, having remained
there fifteen days. The King Mahmood fled to Guzerat, and his
Vizier Ikbal towards Birren.  Timour then passed the Gan-
ges, fought several battles by land and water, and penetrated
to the famous rock of Coupele, the statue of the cow, that
seems to discharge the mighty river, whose source is far dis-
tant among the mountains of Thibet,  1his return was along
the skirts of the northern hills ; nor could this rapid campaign
of one year justify the strange foresight of his ameers, that
their children in a warm climate would degencrate into a race
of Vedists.

It was on the banks of the Ganges that Timour was in-
formed, by his speedy messengers, of the disturbances which
had arisen on the confines of Georgia and Anatolia, of the
revolt of the Christians, and the ambitious designs of the
Sultan  Dayazeed, known among Luropean historians by the
name of Bajazet. 1lis vigour of mind and body was not im-
paired by sixty-five years,® and innumerable fatigues; and he
gave himself up to repose for some months in the palace of
Samarcund. To the soldiers who had served in the Indian
war, he granted the choice of remaining at home for a few
days, or following their prinee ; but the troops of all the pro-
vinees and kingdoms of Persia were commanded to assem-
ble at Ispahan, and wait the arvival of the Imperial standard,
The mis-government of his third son, Meeran Shah, in Per-
sin, on account of the licentious character of the prince,
which had led many chiefs, who had been deposed, to attempt
the recovery of their t.erric(n'ius, required the presence of the
Emperor.  Timour hastened towards that city, and on his

arrival, without interfering immediately with the political

* According to the Hegyra year, and sixty-three according to thé Christian.
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here insensibly led with regard to the Hindoos, a few hints are
herein thrown councerning that nation. The name Hindoos
has been improperly applied to them. The Vedists, as they
may be more correctly designated, or those that profess the re-
ligion of the Vedas, have been promiscuously called by mistake
with other distinet nations by the name of ¢ Ilindoos.” A little
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reflection on the subject would scarcely fail to convince us,

that Iindoo is a generic term for all that are born in
Hindustan,* be they of whatever ereed, or whatever language,
manners, or customs. A Mahomedan, a Christian, or a Jew
can equally lay claim to that appellation. Properly speaking
the Ilindoos (or that nation whom the present age calls so)
should therefore be denominated the Vedists in  contra-
distinetion from others that are included under the expression.
But to return from this digression.  Timour commenced
his operations against the citadel of Delhi.  The siege might
have been a work of time; but he tempted, by the appear-
ance of weakness, the Sultan Mahmood and IEkbal his Vizier
to descend into the plain, with ten thousand  cuirassiers, forty
thousand of his foot guards, and one hundred and twenty
elephants, whose tusks are said to have been armed with
sharp and  poisoned daggers.  Against these mousters, or
rather against the imagination of his troops, he condescend-
ed to use some extraordinary precautions of fire and a
ditch, of iron spikes and a rampart of bucklers; but the
eveut taught the Moguls to smile at their own fears ; and,
as soon as these unwicldy aunimals were routed, the inferior
species (the men of India) disappeared from the field.  Timour
made his triumphal entry into the capital of Ilindustan; and
admired, with a view to imitate, the architecture of the
stately mosque ; but the order and license of a general pillage

and massacre polluted the festival of his victory. e resolved

* In Persian the word Ilindoo stands for an idolater, and Sthan or Satan
place : that is, the place of the idolaters vide Abodoor Ruheem's Kushful Logat.

A. D. 1399,
A . 801
Tth Rubiul-
sance Takes

Hind,
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to the power and perseverance of Timour. He descended to
the city of Cabul; whence he marched towards Attok, the cele-
brated passage of the Indus, that lay at the distance of six hun-
dred miles from Delhi, and successively traversed in the foot-
steps of Alexander, whose utmost limit of conquest in India was
the IIyphasis. When he reached this city, he commenced his
operations against Mubarick, who governed the frontier pro-
vinces of Delhi. Mubarick betook himself to a place of
strength, and resisted the detachment sent to subdue him; but
on the approach of the conqueror with his whole army, fled,
with his family and treasure. The attention of Timour
was now called to the situation of his grandson, who had in-
vaded Hindustan in the preceding year. The Solstitial rains
had forced him to draw his army into Multan, after it had suf-
fered much from the scason; and no sooner was he enclosed
within the city, than the people of the country invested it, pre-

. venting supplies. Peer Mahomed was reduced to the greatest

distress, when his grandfather detached a body of horse to sup-
port him, and soon after followed with his whole army. Ile
ravaged Multan and Lahore, putting the inhabitants of several
of the cities which presumed to offer any resistance indiscrimi-
nately to the sword. So great was the carnage which the con-
queror perpetrated on this occasion, that the streets of the cities
were filled with dead bodies and became almost impassable : the
rivers adjoining were all ‘¢ incarnadined” with the gore of the
victims, and thus there presented a uniform scene ef horror, too
shocking and direful for mortal ken. Without further delay, he
directed his march towards Delhi; and encamped before the
citadel. Delhi was then a great and flourishing city, which had
subsisted three centuries under the dominion of the Mahomedan
Kings. It was anciently known by the name of Hustina, and
was governed by a race of. kings, whom we may call Vedists,
and of whose reign we intend to treat when we proceed to
speak of the government of Akbar the Great. However, not
to leave off abruptly the dissertation into which we have been
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last son, Sharokh, independent ruler of Khorassan, Mazenderan,
and Affghanistan, where in the city of Herat was fixed his
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capital, owing to the heroic valour-he had displayed in the .

battle with Shah Munsoor, and the satisfaction he frequently

gave in several other engagements, e then prepared for the
invasion of Hindustan. When he first moved this proposal
to hLis princes and ameers, he was answered by a murmur of
discontent : * The rivers! and the mountains and the deserts!
“aund the soldiers clad in armour! and the elephants, des-
“troyers of men!” DBut the displeasure of the emperor was
"more dreadful than all these terrors; and his superior rea-
son was convinced, that an enterprize of such tremendous
aspect was safe and easy in the execution. e was informed
by his spies of the weakness and anarchy of Ilindoostan :
the Soubahs of the provinces had erected the standard of
rebellion; the perpetual infaney of Sultan Mahmood was
despised cven in the haram of Delhi; and his minister Ekbal
was the virtual sovercign of the kingdom, while the emperor
was a mere nonentity on the throne. The Mogul army moved
in three great divisions : and Timour observes with pleasure,
that the ninety-two squadrons of a thousand horse most for.
tunately corresponded with the ninety-two names or epithets
of the prophet Mahomed. Between the Jihoon and the Indus,
they crossed one of the ridges of mountains, which are styled
“ The stony girdles of the earth.” The highland robbers
were subdued or extirpated ; but great numbers of men and
horses perished in the snow ; the emperor himself was lct
down a precipice on a portable scaffold, the ropes were one
hundred and fifty cubits in length; and, before he could
reach the bottom, this dangerous operation was five times
repeated. "He at length arrived at the city of An-derab*
which lies close to those mountains. The difficulties of the
passage were not easily surmounted ; but every thing yielded

* Ander-ab, alias, Jullander on actcount of the insular position of the city.
Ander-within, and ab-water, ‘
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flying enemy carried Timour into the tributary provinces of
Russia. Moscow trembled at the approach of the Tartar,
and the resistance would have been feeble, since the hopes of
the Russians were placed in a miraculous image of the Virgin,
to whose protection they aseribed the casual and voluntary
retr8at of the conqueror. Ambition and prudence recalled
him to the south,”the desolate country was exhausted, and the
Mogul soldiers were enriched with an immense spoil of preci-
ous furs, of linen of Antioch, and of ingots of gold and silver.
On the banks of the Don, or Tanais, he received an humble
deputation from the consuls and merchants of Egypt, Venice,
Genoa, Catalonia, and Biscay, who occupied the commerce and
city of Tana, or Azoph, at the mouth of the river. They
offered their gifts, and admired his magnificence ; but the elated
conqueror, far from condescending to acceptt he presents, gave a
peremptory refusal, and soon marched for their city, and cap-
tured it. The cities of Serai and Astrachan were committed
to the flames ; andin short, he gained a complete victory over
the greatest part of Russia. Ile gave the government of Kap-
chack to Joojee Khan.

In his attack on Bulgaria, Timour was much perplexed on
observing that the rays of the rising and those of the setting
sun were scarcely separated by any interval ; and that for
forty days together, the sun never set This was a strange
phenomenon with the emperor, which authorized his Maho-
medan doctors (the Cazi) to dispense with the obligation of

“ Namaz A-sha, or the evening prayer. It is remarkable too,

that a parrot, if transported to that climate, lives not a mo-
ment.,

After these conquests in the Western world, the conqueror
returned to his native country, and enjoyed a peaceful reign of
some months, during which period he made over the king-
doms of Aderbijan, Bagdad, and Hamadan, to his third son,
Meeran Shah, (from whom the reigning sovereign of Del-
hi is lineally descended), and rendered his fourth and the
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rum, they set fire to the whole, and thus the impregnable for- \E’_HAP-_l;
tress was carried by storm. Hussun and all the garrison that , ;.1_393.
survived, were brought to Timour, and met with the disgrace- A‘-L lfis 7?[5.;1{.
- ful fate they deserved. reet.
The Tartar armies were, after this arduous conquest, dis-
persed over Asia Minor, Mesopotamia, Kurdistan, Geongia,
and others; all of which countries were subdued. Elated, as gybdues se-
Timour was, with success on this occasion, an unforeseen ::‘(‘1:"38 pro-
disaster befel him, that checked the current of mirth and
jollity, which the victories had induced. Ilis second son,
Prince Omur Shaikh, had left Persia with a view to make his
obeisance to the monarch personally, agreeably to his com-
mand, and celebrate tlie glorlous conquests he had achieved;
but accidentally on his way he received a fatal wound by an
arrow from one of the garrison of Khorumatoo, of which
he died, aged forty years, Omur Shaikh was succeeded by his
son, Pcer Mahomed, in the government. It was about this
time, that the ungrateful Tocktamush Khan, ruler of Kapchack,
ventured to make an inroad into Shirwan, supposing that the
late catastrophe must have damped the military spirit of Ti-
mour, and rendered him absolutely unfit for the struggle.
The regard the warrior had for the family of the great
Chenghizs had hitherto saved this rash prince from his fury ;
but forced by his incessant aggressions, Timour, though censi-
bly affected at the loss of his son, resolved on revenge, and
ordered his army to march for Kapchack. Ile soon reached
that country, and prepared for the battle. When the two A, p. 1395,
armies encountered each other, the treachery of the standard- ,?;)clf:;m"uﬂ;
bearer on the side of Tocktamush, who, in the heat of the Khan de-
action, reversed the Imperial standard of Kapchack, deter- feated.
mined the victory of the Zagatais; and Tocktamush gave
the tribe of Toushi to the wind of (desolation, He fled to
the Christian duke of Lithuania; again returned to the banks
of the Volga; and, after fifteen battles with a domestic rival,
at last perished in the wilds of Siberia.* The pursuit of a

* Siberia lies in the north of Asia. Inthe year 1846 A. D, and 1262 A, H. a
goldmine was discovered, which is at the absolute disposal of the Emperor of
Russia, who has possession of this city.
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accident discouraged the Persian soldiers, who till that time
had fought well. Timour, pleased at this great victory, em-
braced his son, the princes, and the Nevians, commended them
for the intrepidity they had shown in the late battle, and
awarded them certain honorary marks of distinction, each ac-
cording to his rank. He then fell on his knees with them to
return thanks to God for the victory. The conqueror took
possession of Shiraz. All the princes of the race of Muzuffer
submitted, and were put to death. The officers of the con-
queror’s army were appointed to the charge of the different
provinces and cities which had been subdued ; and on their
commissions, instead of a seal, an impression of a red hand
was stamped : a Tartar usage, prevalent among that nation
from the remotest antiquity.

The enfeebled state of Ormuz, combined with the riches it
displayed by an annual tribute of six hundred thousand dinars
of gold, tempted the avarice of this warrior, who easily cap-
tured it.

e next marched against Bagdad, then ruled by Sultan
Ahmed Eecl-Khannee, (as he was called, from being of the
race of Iulakoo) a bad and cruel prince, whose subjects
were ill-disposed to defend such a tyrant: he fled, and his
capital and territories submitted to the victorious Timour.
From Bagdad, Timour next marched against Tukreet, a for-
tress not more remarkable for its ancient celebrity, than the
resistance which it offered, on this occasion, to the arms of the
Tartar monarch. Tukreet stands upon a rock. It was built by
Alexander the Great. It was, when Timour attacked it, held
by a notorious chief, or rather robber, of the name of IHussun,
whose depredations on the surrounding -country made him an
object of universal tervor. e expected no merey, and there-
fore defended his fort with all the valour despair could pro-
duce. Timour at length ordered his troops to undermine
certain places contiguous to the Fort, and to fill the cavities
with combustibles. On the night of the twentieth of Mohur-
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nishment, by the brave Shah Mtnsoor, son of the late Zeinulab- CIIAP- L

deen. This prince madly advanced at the head of three
thousand select horse, with the fury of a lion, not considering
that though he had the boldness, he yet wanted the strength
of that noble animal. A little prudence should have produced
in his mind a tolerable idea of the person he had to deal with,
one who had ever proved invincible in battle, and whose arm
had cast down all his enemies It was on a Friday at the
hour of prayer, that he attacked at a place called Cobatila the
main body of Timour’s army, composed of thirty thousand
Turks, the most dexterous men of their times ; he overthrew
their squadrons, broke their ranks, made his way into the midst
of them, and gained behind the army, posts of the utmost conse-
quence ; then he returned, furious as a dragon, to fight, as if re-
solved to lose his life. Timour stopt short with some of his fa-
vourites, to consider the extreme vigour, or rather rashness, of
this prince, who dared to attack him in person. Timour seeing
him come direct against hun, would have armed himself
with his lance to oppose him ; but he could not find it, because
Poulad Tchoura, the keeper of it, had been so briskly at-
tacked, that he had fled, and carried away the lance. Ti-
mour, who had only fourteen or fifteen persons with him,
did not stir out of his place till Shah Munsoor came up to
him. This rash person struck the emperor’s helmet thrice
with his cimeter ; but the blows did no harm, for they glanced
along hisarms : he kept firm as a rock, and did not change
his posture. Shah Munsoor, repulsed in the attack upon the
person of Timour, fell upon the Tartar infantry ; but his
two wings fled. Ile was surrounded: and at length the
Mecerza Shah Rokh, though but seventeen years old, behaved
himself with so much valour and conduet, that he hemmed in
Shah Munsoor, cut off his head, and cast it at the feet of

Ny’

the emperor, his father, congratulating him on the victory. gyop arun.

“ May the heads,” said he, “ of*all your enemies be thus laid

oor, is kill-
d by Sha-
at your feet, as that of the proud Munsoor is!” This lucky rokh.
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A. D. 1392, of the Irtish, and a third marched to those of the Volga.

A. H. 794. X : 5) .
Timour again When he next invaded Persia, he advanced by the route

;?:ait;sd 1’:; of Mazenderan ; all the chiefs of which hastened to acknowledge

tirpates  the his- power. Amid the general ruin which he spread, he

race of Feda- . -t .

vees. had the merit of extirpating, upon this occasion, a band of
assassins, with which the north-western provinces of Persia
were infested ; and frow the ngme which these had assumed,
of Fedavee, or * the devoted,” we cannot doubt but they were
a branch of the sect of Ismailee. This colony of the scet of
Ismail, was settled in the mountains between Tortosa ,and
Tripolis, whenee it appears to have migrated to Persia.

A.D. 1393, Inthe beginning of the next year, Timour advanced towards
A. H. 795 .. :
Advances 10. Bagdad.*  Oune division of hisarmy proceeded through Ader-

‘3:5‘13 Bag- ijan and Kurdistan, while that under his own orders moved

by the province of Irak to the cities of Khorumabad and

Takes the Ohuster.  1le next attacked the famous Killah Suffeed,

pauh Sl g mountain-Fort., It had been taken by the celebrated

Persian hero, Roostum;t and the fame of its strength was
not diminished Dy its falling before a chief who has been
justly deemed equally irresistible. The monarch, after this

Is attackea Success, advanced to Shiraz with thirty thousand men. As he

by Shah

Mansoor, " approached this city, his army was attacked, to his great asto-

* This city was originally a garden, where a celebrated monarch of yore,
Nowsheravan, by name, administered justice ; and hence it came to be stjled
Bagdad. Bag a Persian word for ga;dvn, and dud justice, that is, the garden of
justice, '

+ .For the particulars of Roostum’s invasion, ride the Shah Namah of Ferdousi
Toosce, which was composed in Persian Verse, in conformity with the  special
desire of Sultan Mahmood of Ghizuni. Simultaneously with the work in hand, that
has been also undertaken by the author, agreeably to the special request of the
reigning Emperor of Delhis Mahomed Abuzuffer Serajuddeen Buhadur Bad
“shah Guzy. The above suggests a point to the author whercon he cannot
help remarking, notwithstanding somewhat out of place. He presumes to stick
to an opinion, that Ferdousi really betrayed a weakness and levity of character,
derogatory to his station in the literary community since on one occasion he
railed against his sovereign on account of mere pecuniary matters,
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pay their duty to the conqueror ; who, however, had hardly
time to establish his officers over the countries which he had
subdued, before he was compelled to return to Transo-
xania; the tranquillity of which had been disturbed by an in-
vasion of Tochtamush Khan, ruler of Kapchack.

This prince was descended from Chenghiz Khan, He had
been deposed by one Auruss Khan, who forced him to take
refuge at the court of Timour. Auruss sent ambassadors to
the emperor to deliver him up, but Timour with his usual
magnanimity and nobleness of disposition gave them a
peremptory refusal, and ordered his army to march for Kap-
chack without any loss of time, and re-establish the fugitive
prince in his empire, This was easily aud speedily effected:
Tochtamush re-ascended the throne, and was left in quiet
possession of the Mogul empire of the north. Notwith-
standing all this, a few years after, Tochtamush took mea-~
-sures to invade Transoxania during the absence of the em-
peror: a sure way how to repay that inestimable debt of
obligation he owed him. He deemed Timour as the usurper
of the sacred rights of the house of Chenghiz: and this, he
thought, was a good ground to warrant his forgetting all
the invaluable services of his benefactor. He thus entered
Persia, through the gates of Derbend, at the head of ninety
thousand horse: with the innumerable forces of Kapchack,
Bulgaria, Circassia, and Russia, he passed the Sihoon, burnt
the palaces of Timour, and compelled him, amidst the winter
snows, to contend for his capital. Iowever, he was at
length unable to cope with the unparalleled prowess and
vigour of that warrior, who fell with the greatest impetu-

9
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osity upon the bold invader, baffled all his attempts, and to- Tocktamush

country and plundered it.

Five years were thus employed in restoring peace to his
own dominions, and in extending their limits to the furthest
bounds of Tartary. One body of his troops spread dismay to

i ) _ Khan defeat-
tally routed him. Nor was this all, Timour marched upon his ed.um ees
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queror toattend at his court, had confined the envoy who car-
ried the command. This provoked Timour, who immediately
collected his whole army and marched to Isfahan, which was
then governed by an uncle of Zeinulab deen. It surrendered
the moment he encamped before it.. Satisfied with this ready
submission, he commanded that the town should be spared, but
that a heavy contribution should be levied upon its inhabitants,
This had almost been collected, when an accident occurred
which involved the city in ruin. A young blacksmith happened
one night to beat a small drum for his amusement: a number
of the citizens, mistaking it for an alarm, assembled, and became
so irritated from & communication to each other of the distress
they suffered, that they commenced an attack upon those
whom they considered the immediate cause of their misery ;
and, Lefore morning, nearly three thousand of the Tartars
who had been quartered in the city were slain. After this
massacre the gates were shut, to prevent immediate assault :
but defence was impossible : and the rage of Timour, on hear-
ing "of the fate of his soldiers, excceded all bounds. He
would listen to no terms of capitulation; and the warmth of
indignation was inereased by the cold dictates of policy. Ie
was commencing his carcer of conquest; and Isfahan was
doomed to be an example to the other cities of the earth.
The unfortunate inhabitants knew what they had to expect,
and made all the resistance they could, but in vain : the walls
were carried by storm : and the eruel conqueror did not
merely permit pillage and slaughter, but commanded that |
every soldier should bring him a certain number of heads. It

was found impossible to compute all the slain; but an account
was taken of seventy thousand heads, which were heaped in
pyramids, that were raised as monuments of savage revenge.
After this massacre, Timour proceeded to Shiraz, which, with
the whole of TFars, submitted to his authority. The prince,
Zeinulab deen, unable to offer resistance, sought safety by
flight.  The chiefs of Yezd, Laristan, and Kerman, hastened to
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passed by the bridge of Zealulmulk. He undertook thre.e 2_:_"_:
several expeditions against Georgia, and conquered it. The

prince of Teflis became his proselyte and friend. He next o p, ;35
received the submission of the Khan of the Lesghees.  After A M. 88,
this, Timour marched against Shirwan or Albania. Ibrahim,

the prince, kissed the footstool of the Imperial throne.

His peace-offerings of silks, horses and jewels, were com-

posea, according to the Tartar fashion, each article of nine

pieces; but a critical spectator observed, that there were

only eight slaves T myself am the ninth,” replied Ibra-

him, Timour was so pleased with this remark, that he readily
confirmed him in hLis principality. While he was personally
employed in these operations, one of his generals subdued

the Mountain chief of Laristan, who had rendered himself
peculiarly odious to all good Mahomedans by plunder-

ing a caravan of pilgrims to Mecca. By this holy war,

Timour obtained the title of Gazie.* Timour at this period

made war upon the Turkomans who had settled in Asia Mi-

uor; and their being addicted to the vile practices of robbery

and murder, was the excellent pretext of the leader of a Mo-

ghul army for his attack of this savage nation, whose chief,

Kara Mahomed, was obliged to save himself by flight, while A. D. 1387,
the city of Van, his capital, was taken and pillaged. He A- 1. 789.

next marched against Zeinulab deen, a prince of the race of
Muzuffer, who governed Fars, and had extended his authority
over the city of Isfahan, and a great part of Irak., Shah Sujah,
the father of this Prince, had courted the friendship of Timour,
and had, at his death, recommended his son to his protection ;
but that yodth, instead of obeying the summons of the cop-

,

* Gazie, an Arabic word for holy war.””_ This title the successors of Timour
have ever since retained. It is still held by the reigning sovereign of Delhi,
Mahomed Abu-Zuffer Serajuddeen Bahadur- Sha-Gazie, the same august
personage who has been pleased to express his approbation of the author’s
literary labours, (as has been intimated in his last Persian Poem) by énlisting him
amongst his Royal Honorary Poets, and in conformit

¥y with whose special com-
mand the author has undertaken the present work.
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nience, and a sense of the danger to which their country was
exposed by their discord, led the hostile chiefs to make peace.
Shortly after, Ameer Hussein was slain by a Tartar Lord,
whose brother he had put to death. Timour was thus unani-
mously elected to the sovereignty of the whole country of
Transoxiana, in the 34t -_\zlyear of his age.

He was occupied eleven years, after his elevation to the
supreme power of Transoxiana, in settling his own Kking-
dom, and in conquering Kashgar and Kaurism. It was
about this period, that the Monarch lost his eldest son,
Jehangire, who died in the prime of life, leaving be-
hind him two sons, Sultan Mahommed and Peer Mahomed.
The indomitable and unflinching spirit of the hero was
repressed by this sad catastrophe ; his affliction, however,
was somewhat mitigated by his being blest in the very year
with another son, called Sharokh, who appeared more than
any of the other princes to have inherited all the warlike
virtues of his father. |

Timour determined on the invasion of Khorassan, That
province was then held by a chief of the name of Gheaus-
uddeen, who, after a weak effort, threw himself upon the mercy
of the conqueror. Timour spared his Jife ; but levied severe
coutributions upon Ilerat and the other cities under his rule.
Candahar and Cabul next yielded to his sword. Many of the
strong-holds, however, in these and the neighbouring territories,
must have continued to resist his arms; for we find him oceu-
pied more than three years in suppressing rebellions that oceur-
red in Khorassan, and in subduing Scistan and Mazenderan.

After these countries were completely subdued by his
troops, Timour crossed the Oxus, with an immense army, to
invade "Persia. From the Oxus to the Tigris, that extensive
country was left without. a lawful sovereign since the death of
Abu Seyd, the last of the descendants of the great Hulakoo.
Timour took and destroyed their capital of Sultaneah, and
carried his successful arms across the Araxes, which he
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Timour Beg, which happened shortly afterwards, at last dis- Sﬂ:,

solved their only bond of union. Soon after this event, Timour, A. p. 1365.
on the plea of self-defence, placed himself at the head of aconsi- A. 1. 767,
derable army, Inthe contest which ensued, he was at first un-
successful ; but his fortunes were soon restored to their pristine
state. Among other advantages which Hussein had gained,
he had wrested the Fort of Kurshee from Timour; who in-
forms us himselti that he felt himself pledged in honor to
regain this iniportant post: but it was impossible to do so
by open hostility, for he had only a very small force, while
the citadel was defended by a strong garrison. Timour re-
solved to have recourse to stratagem; and having proceeded
to the Oxus, he concealed himself near the banks of that
river, and caused a report to be spread, that he had fled to
Khorassan. This report gained credit : the troops of Hussein
became negligent, and thought of nothing but the joys of
triumph. Meanwhile Timour selected two hundred and forty-
three of his bravest followers; and assisted by the darkness
of the night, proceeded unmolested towards the Fort. Ilis
knowledge of the tacties of war, and his skill as an able gene-
ral, were brilliantly displayed on this important occasion. He
entered the Fort and found the guards asleep, and captured
it without difficulty. His followers then began to sound their
trumpets, which alarmed the garrison, The generals of Ameer
Hussein discovered at day-light the smallness of the body by
which the garrison of Kurshee had been surprised, and re-
solved to make ev/ery effort to repair the disgrace which they
had sustained. The followersof Timour were however heroes to
a man, and thusevery attack of the enemy was repulsed, and they
were completely routed. After a long struggle, mutual conve-

wards that monarch, and delighted to blacken his character, and detract from his
merits, expressly affirms, that Timour, in a fit of anger, laid violent hands on the
life of his wife, and that she did not die a natural death : an assertion totally.un-
founded,.and grossly false, and which, as a just retribution, only betrays the weak-

ness of the Historian.
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and general to Ouleaus: but he soon threw off his allegiance to
that prince ; and began to lead a wandering and perilous life in .
the deserts of his native country., After the death of Togluk
Khan, when his son, Ouleaus Khan, was forced to proceed to
Budukshan and Kashgar, the prospect of Timour began to
brighten. In the meantime, three troops of seventy horsemen
under Togluk Khajah Borlaus, Ameer Seifudden, and Toubok
Bahadur, were wandering in quest of Timour. When their
eyes fell upon him, they were overwhelmed with joy, and paid
him every respect and regard. Thus his force began to in-
crease day by day, till at last he contracted the closest
friendship with Ameer Hussein, commonly known by the
name of Sultan Hussein, one of the nobles of the country,
with whose sister he was united in wedlock. The object of
the two allies was to expel the enemies of their country : and
when Ouleaus was obliged to proceed to Kashgar, they at-
tacked him on his retreat, and defeated him. That prince,
however, soon returned, and gained a great victory over these
chiefs, who were forced to save themsclves by flight; but
the gallant defence which was made by the inhabitants of
Samarcund, and a great mortality among the horses of his
army, obliged Ouleaus to retire again to his own Kingdom ;
and his departure left the countries between the Jaxartes and
the Oxus free from their foreign oppressors.

The absence of Ouleaus led to a contest for power between
Hussein and Timour, who were of such opposite characters,
that the duration of their friendship became impossible. Hus-
sein was violent and avaricious, and desired to repair the losses
he had sustained by extortion and oppression ; while those
who were reduced to want by his rapacity, found Timour
always ready to give them every relief in his power. In-
cidents such as these, combined with the dissimilarity of their
tempers, could not fail to produce dissensions between the two
chiefs. The death of Hussein’s sister,* the beloved wife of

* The Arabic biographer of Timour, who bore the most inveterate hatred to-



The Conquerors of Hind.

3

Timour was born in Subz. e is generally known ::- D. 1336

H. 736

by the names of Timorlung or Tamorlane, Timour, Temur, 5th Shaban.

Ameer Timour, Demur, and ‘Tamer Beg. Temur or De-
mur, means, in the Turkish language, Iron, and Beg chief.
Though lame, he was in other respects very handsome in his
person; and was almost unrivalled in his prowess, his agility,
and his presence of mind. Ile shook all the empires of the-
then known world to their very foundation. TIle belonged to
the Borlaus caste of the Turks. e gained the title of Gorgan
by ‘his marriage with the daughter of Chagtai Khan. The
word Gorgan in the Turkish corresponds to son-in-law in
English.

Such was the heroism that Timour began to display even
from his early years, that while yet but twelve years old, he
attracted the attention of the military world. At the age of
twenty-five, he was called to defend his native country from
foreign invasions. The advance of Togluk Timour Khan,
chief of Budukshan and Kashgar, who claimed Trausoxiana,
or Maverul-Naher, as his inheritance, from being related
to the family of Chenghiz Khan, gave the first opening to
display his character. THis uncle, Hajece Borlaus, who was
the head of the tribe, and governed Kesch or Subz, was so much
alarmed at the approach of Togluk’s army, that he fled to
Khorassan. Some time after he returned to his native country,
but on a second invasion, ran away once more to Khorassan,
where he was put to ddath. Timour Beg threw himself upon
the clemency of the Khan of Kashgar. Ile appears to have
gained the confidence of Togluk, by whom he was appointed
to thg governmen‘t of his native province, while that chief
marched back to his own dominions, to attack some of his
rebellious subjects. Togluk, however, soon returned ; and
having completely subdued all the territories hetween the
Jaxartes, and the Oxus or Jihoon, he nominated his son Ou-
leaus Khajah, to the important charge of maintaining this
possession. Timour was appointed his vizier or prime minister,

A. D. 1359.
A.H, 761
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This prince, a few days after his accession to the throne,
renounced” Vedaism or Hinduism, as it is more commonly
called, the religion of his ancestors, and embraced the Mahom-
medan faith; and as a striking proof of the deep veneration he
entertained for Islamism, he forsook his former name with his
hereditary religion, and called himself thenceforward by the’
name of Mahomed-Khodah-Bundah, after the great Prophet.
On the death of this prince, his son Abu Seyd Bahadur Khan
ascended to the throne of Persia. e reigned nineteen years,
and died of a fever, at Shirwan. With him the race of the
great Hulakoo became extinet, and the glorious empire of Iran
was dismembered into several petty independent provinces, by
party intrigue and private confederacies.. In the southern
part of Transoxiana, there lay a small village, at the distance
of forty miles from Samarcund, naturally ornamented with
trees of various sorts. It was designated by the name of
Kesch, which was afterwards changed into that of Subz
Shaher, or ¢ the verdant city,” on account of its being the
favourite residence of Timour during the summer season.

When Chenghiz Khan sent Chagtai Khan, one of his sons,
to the administration of Transoxiana, he conferred the title of
‘¢ Ameer-ul-omrah,” or the ¢“Prince of nobles,” on Karegar

Nevian. With this title Kgregar set out with the prince for

Transoxiana, and by his loyalty and steady adherence to his
monarch, he won the royal favour, and was eventually raised
to the independent government of Kesch. Karegar was suc-
ceeded by his son Abka, (Ameer-ul-omrah- Nevian). Abka
was succeeded by his son Hengar, with the same titles. After

‘him, came in rggular succession, Burkil, Tarragai, and Ameer

Timour, the last of whom afterwards added to the titles above-
mentioned those of Gorgan, Gazy, Sahébk‘eran. Such was
the genealogy of Timour, the subject of our memoir, wherein
our principal authorities are Sir John Maleolm, E, Gibbon
Esq:, and other English authors, whom we have consalted in
unison to creditable Persian works on the same subject.
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TIIE HISTORY OF TIMOUR.

CHAPTER I.

TomnaIl KinaN, an ancestor of Timour and Abu Seyd, had
two sons, who were twins; the eldest was named Kabul
Khan, and the youngest, Kagioulai Nevian. These two princes
entered into an agreement with one another in the presence of
their father, that the offsprings of the one should ascend the
throne, and assume the title of Khan ; while those of the
other should be entitled Nevian, and successively become the
prime ministers of the state. The king, pleased with this
amicable adjustment, ordered the compact to be preserved
amongst the national Records.. Pursuant to the above agree-
ment, Kabul assumed the reins of government, on the demise
of his father, and Kagioulai became his prime minister. Kabul
Khan was succeeded by his second son, Bretan Bahadur
Khan, and Kagioulai, by Eer-dim-gy Nevian, his son. The
sovereignty then passed to the hands of Musooka Bahadur
Khan, son of Bretan, who had Karra Gan, son of Eer-dim-gy,
for his vizier. Musooka was succeeded by Chenghiz Khan,
who appointed Karegar, son of Karagan, as his Vizier. He
left the crown to Toolly Khan, one of his sons, who in his
turn left it to his son Hulakoo. Next came Abaka Khan, his
son, who was succeeded by Argoon Khan, son of Abaka,

whose successor was his son Aljaitoo Khan,
B






PREFACE

Pursuant to the gracious request of His Imperial Majesty
of Delhi, the Shah Namah Hind or ¢ the Conquerors of Hind,”
whereof this is an English translation, was undertaken in
Persian verse, with a view to draw, as far as practicable, a
faithful picture of the emperors, who have been lineally de-
scended from Timour, and of the various conquerors of India,
whether ancient or modern. Many an abler pen has been
engaged in a similar attempt, and has most creditably ac-
quitted itself of the task. We do not, therefore, pretend to
aim at originality. Our sole motive has been to make a com-
pilation, with a few necessary additions, in English, of the
accounts given of thesec monarchs by historians of different
age aud clime, to reconcile, if possible, their apparent contra-
dictions, and thus to render the work, to a certain extent, ac-
ceptable to the literary communi;ty.

Among other causes, which induced us to set about an Eng-
lish translation of the work, may be enumerated the predilecc-
tion that is at present manifested by the generality of readers
in this country for English works.

It must here be confessed that in proceeding through this
work we have ever and anon been forced to assume a tone of
exaggeration, such being a characteristic of the language in
which the original is composed. It is therefore hoped, that a
generous public will pardon us on this point, and instead of a
critical eye will cast a favourable glance on the production, «

In conclusion, we feel it right to acknowledge with candour,
that in compiling this work we have been assisted by a few
learned friends, though the original has been completed en-
tirely by our own exertions.

APURVA KRISHNA.
Calcutta, Sobhabazar,
Sth January, 1848.
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