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Preface

Kavi Bhanubhakta Acharya’s Ramayana in
Nepali verse written round about 1840 is regarded
not only as the earliest but, according to many, up
to the present, the only high-class specimen of Nepali
poetry. In addition, it is also valued as a scripture.

It occurred to me that a large-type edition of
this book at a price which the people could afford
to pay would be very useful for the Gurkhas who
have settled for generations in Darjeeling District
and the surrounding aceas. I am very glad that the
help in cash, kind and labour that I was fortunate
to receive in this behalf from generous-minded people
in various walks of life has made it possible to
bring out this variorum edition of Kavi Bhanu-
bhakta Acharya’s Ramayana at a cheap price.

At my request, Shri S. B. Gewali, B. A, B. T,
an old pupil of mine, who at present is the Head-
master of Goverument High School, Darjeeling, under-
took the task of preparing the manuscript ot this
sacred book noting down the variations in the
reading and of correcting the proofs. He has also
prepared a glossary which appears towards the end
of the book and which should help the reader to
understand the exact meaning of the more difficult
and rarely used words used by the poet. Shri
Gewali has also written a brief up-to-date life of
Kavi Bhanubhakta Acharya using for this purpose
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all the latest information available. He has performed
this task on an honorary basis very ably for which
he deserves the thanks of all concerned.

I am grateful to my esteemed friend, Shri Jwala-
prasad XKanoria, who has taken keen interest all
through in bringing out this edition and rendered
valuable help by collecting donations and by arrang-
ing for the printing and the selection of the pictures
which adorn this book. In addition, he put me into
touch with the Gita Press and used his influence to
induce it to undertake the work of printing the book.

‘The Gita Press, Gorakhpur, who undertook the
printing work without any profit to themselves and
have done it with great care and expedition, deserve
our sincere gratitude for their meritorious work.

My sincere thanks are also due to Messrs Karam
Chand Thapar & Bros. Ltd., Bengal Paper Mills,
Tittaghur Paper Mills and the India Paper Pulp Co.,
Ltd., who were kind enough to donate 2 tons, 1%
tons, 1% tons and 1% tons respectively of paper for
use in printing this book.

I am grateful that a number of charitably-minded
gentlemen, including His Majesty the Maharajadhiraj
of Nepal, made generous monetary contributions
towards the publication of this book and its sale at
a price much below the cost of production.

It is also a great pleasure to accord sincere
thanks to my friend, Shri K. M. Munshi, Governor
of Uttar Pradesh who, in the midst of his various
preoccupations, agreed, at my request, to contribute the
Introduction to the present edition.

(Shri ) Harendra Coomar

Mukhopadhyaya
GOVERNOR OF WEST BENGAL.

Darjeeling
The 27th October 1954.

—cH o

Raj Bhavan, }
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Introduction

At the request of my friend Dr. H. C. Mookerjee
1 agreed to write a short introduction to Bhanubhakta’s
Ramayana in the Nepali language, the publication
of which he has sponsored. It is difficult for one
who does not know the Nepali language to do full
justice to this work. However, I venture to comply
with the request as best as I can.

The Ramayana, along with the Mahabharata
and the Puranas, has played a significant role in the
evolution of Indian languages and culture, and has
exerted tremendous influence on the life of the
people. To millions of people in India even today
the mere name of Rama brings solice and strength.
The popularity of the story of Rama is not confined
to the borders of India; the Ramayana is well known
in Greater India as well. And the glory of Rama
is everlasting, for is it not the promise of Lord
Brahma to Valmiki.

gracmarattad e aftaa wgtae
AEAZTHAAOHAT Srag  wafisafa

“As long as in this firm-set land

The streams shall flow, the mountains stand,
So long throughout the world, be sure,

The great Ramayan shall endure.”

It is interesting to observe that Nepal, which
retained its independence when in North India MSS
of an early date were being lost or destroyed,
occupies a unique place in the history of the
critical editions of the Mahabharata and Ramayana.
Dr. Sukthankar has stated that the earliest MSS of
tho Adiparva of the Mahabharata that he wused in
constituting the critical text came from Nepal-
Rajaguru Hemaraja being the discoverer of the MSS.
Among 219 Ramayana MSS. from all parts of the
world so far collected by the Oriental Institute ot
Baroda for the critical edition of the Ramayana, the
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earliest MSS. hails from Nepal which is preserved in
the Bir Library, Kathinandu, and is dated V. S. 1076.

Bhanubhakta’s Nepali Ramayana is a free and
condensed rendering of the Adhyatma Ramayana,
containing over a thousand verses of four lines each
written in standardized Nepali language. The poet has
used classical Sanskrit metres like Indravajra, Upajati,
Drutavilambita, Vasantatilaka, Malini, Mandakranta,
Sikharini, Sardulavikridita and Sragdhara. Though
translated from Sanskrit the work is said to read
like an original composition. The translation follows
the original with regard to facts and arrangement
and retains its supernatural elements in the character
of Rama and the episodes in the Ramayana. ILong
Stutis are generally omitted and the incidents are
condensed. At places, the poet has added a Nepali
touch or added something of his own to enhance the
local attraction of the work.

L.ike Tulasibas, Bhanubhakta has used homely
language and has employed Arabic and Persian words
then current in the vernacular; the aim of both was
to reach the masses; and both were equally success-
ful. On account of its simplicity, lucidity, elegance
and sweetness, Bhanubhakta’s Ramayana is held in
the highest esteem by the people of Nepal. It is
equally popular in palaces wnd huts, is recited in
every houschold during marriage ceremonies and is
learnt by heart by thousands.

II

Born in 1814 at Tanahun, less than a hundred
miles west of Kathmandu, in a well-to-do Brahmin
family, Bhanubhakta received early education in
Sanskrit literature and grammar under his grand-
father Sri Krishna Acharya. A casual remark by a
grass-cutter about the importance of virtue and fame
and of immortalizing one’s name proved a turning
point in Bhanubhakta’s life when he was about
twenty. He started writing Ramayana in Nepali
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verse. After finishing the first canto, he could not
continue his work and entered Government service.
He was put in prison after two yecars’ service for
failure to account for state funds. During six months
of prison life he finished four more cantos. He was
later acquitted and then he completed the Ramayana
by writing the remaining two cantos.

Besides the Ramayana, Bhanubhakta has composed
very popular religious and devotional poems. Despite
his being a Z/akta, unlike scveral devotional poets
of northern India Bhanubhakta was a man of the
world, full of fun and bumour. His humorous poemns
are very popular.

Bbanubhakta is rightly regarded as the father
of the modern Nepali language and literature and a
great national hero. The language used by poets
before Bhanubhakta was much influenced by Braja
Bhasha. Bhanubhakta for the first time wrote in the
standard language used by the cultured classes of
Nepal, and bhis language came to be recognized as
the standard Nepali.

Dilferent sections of the people of Nepal were
welded into a nation and brought under one political
rule in the beginning of the nincteenth century.
The new nation, however, was wanting in linguistic
and cultural ties strong enough to make it homogeneous.
By providing a cultural and linguistic source of
unity for the various classes of people, Bhanubhakta
has rendered a unique service to Nepal; by his
Ramayana he created a great binding force; Nepali
language became standardized to develop into a
common language.

To the rest of India this work is of consider-
able interest in assessing the fundamental unity of
modern Indian languages and the unity of religious
and literary inspiration which have maintained cultural
homogeneity; for, though Nepal is politically an
independent country, in social, religious and cultural



[ v ]

and literary matters, it forms with India a single unit.
111

For the benefit of those who are not conversant
with the Nepali language, I am giving the first six
Sthlokas of the Ramayana of Bhanubhakta with a free
English translation. This will enable students of
language and literature in India to see how close is
the relation between the language and literature of
Nepal with those of the rest of India.

% B ang awes gt mar Sma a& e wdt
agr afg frar gl apmt @d@ wEr gEEt o
w1 @rast fafn dra weg @ WA el WAl w&@
@ RO gRY wNS fa=t asar 9 a’d u

One day Narada went to Satyaloka with a
view to do good to the world. Brahma was there
and he fell at his feet so he was pleased. As soon
as Brahma permitted him to ask what he desired to
ask, he said to him knowing that Brahma was pleased.

g man wfy g9 ggw @@ gt wig 9|

gt a1 awify gw «wfgd g3t w oA@r wdg

NS T 49 FA wEAAT Aot guE Ww® )

wig ®W Qi oA agw frawr watar wg o

Oh Brahma, I have heard everything, auspicious
and inauspicious. There is nothing left for me to
hear, yet I have a desire. When the Kali Yuga will
come, human beings will be loose in morals and will
commit sins of many kinds being impelled to do so
by low desires.

qiar ma i #fg sw@ waq a fasgr gEt

WHEH qA @Sy ATWASY THG wE®S g qA{t |

FEt A9 A qfewm @ gag wEt @ fgEr Awgi

8oy @ emw wfw qgAq AtRe® o ® agt o

Some will not speak the truth, some will speak
ill of others. Some will desire to possess the wealth
of others thinking that that is good. Some will be
infatuated towards the wives of others and some will
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have a liking for violence. They will consider body

to be the soul like beastly atheists.
FaE S § WA @A ey dr &f |
Wy dtg 1 wged gfw g w3 &G I
mﬁﬁhiﬁimﬁ@marﬁl
ﬂ@amﬁ WT SEA W oS ST WAt

Slaves of passion they will treat wife as a god.
Fathers and mothers will be like enemies in their
eyes. Being Brahmins they will sell the Vedas.
Even if some study them, they will do so for earn-
ing wealth, thinking wealth to be a great object.

st 9¥ @A @fmgeAr Y g g AtaEe )

AEEt a agfa €1g WA M@T qOH qE W

S A1 We gAg oAt T AguH FAE F@ A

aqar g FAIR P& q gAY @ER@Fy Al

Kshatriyas will not observe the rules of the
caste and those that are low born such as Sudras
will perform austerities like the DBrahmins. Many
women will be ruined by showing hostility to their
husbands and tathers-in-law. How will such fallen
people be able to attain salvation having crossed the
ocean of the world ?

&rf%mmmﬁtaw%%éh‘iwﬁ W&t

WAF G AN FEA  qHq, AgA § w0

wm@maﬁa&aﬁgqg‘tawuﬁ

ﬁftﬁmmmm IS g AR ad |

This is the anxiety in my mind and I have
come to ask for a way out. Oh ocean of kindness,
how will these cross the ocean of the world easily?
By telling me the way by which they can cross the
ocean of the world easily, please satisfy me.

) 1V

I trust that the publication of this work will
not only help Nepal but the rest of India in
appreciating this fundamental homogeneity.

Shri Kanialal Maneklal Munshi

Governor, Uttar Pradesh.
e G D e
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Life of Bhanubhakta

Bhanubhakta was born on 29th Asadha Samvat
1871, that is, in the vear 1814, a few months before
the outbreak of the Anglo-Nepal war. He came from
the well-to-do and respcctable family of a Brahmin
who lived in the western Nepal, the region of the
seven (iandakis, in the village of Ramgha in Tanhun,
There was a Brahmin named Sri Krishna Acharya
who had carned fame and respect in that arca. He
had six sons. Bhanubhakta was the eldest son of
Sri Krishna's eldest son. The grand-son appears to
have become the pet of his grand-father.

Bhanubhakta’s father was a Civil  Officer in
Governmen! cmploy. Yor this reason and also for
the fact that he was his pet grand-child Bhanubhakta
was brousht up by his grand-father, Sri Krishna
Acharya who also imparted early education to him.
He learnt astrology along with Sanskrit Literature
and Grammar. ‘The object of education of Brahmn
youths in those days was to acquire ability to expouund
the Puranas and to draw up horoscopes. Bbanubhakta
had a retentive memory and he could understand the
intricacies of a horoscope at the age of twelve. It
appears he wasa child with sharp intelligence.

When he was about twenty two years old somec-
thing happened which so influenced his life that
there was born a love of poetry in his heart. One
day while he was sitting under a tree in a forest
he met a grass-cutter. In course of conversation this
grass-cutter related to him how he had caused a
well to be dug in his village out of savings
from his meagre earnings. He also added that that
would bring merit to him as well as make his name
remembered for a long time to come. This touched
the heart of Bhanubhakta for up to that time he
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had neither been able to do meritorious act nor
anything calculated to perpetuate his name. Full of
emotion he composed two poems. The poems freely
transiated run as follows:—

Hc¢ has earned money by devoting hig mind to
graes all his life,

Ife caused a well to be dug with the idea
of pcerpetuating his name,

How poor the graes.cutter 18, but how great 1is
his mind,
I, Bhanubhakta, though 1ich, am like this

1 have nelther wells nor rest-houses to my credas,
All my valuables and possessions are in my
house,

That grass.cutter has taught me o lesson to.day,
F1¢ upon me, who am living without tame.

1t was mnow that Bhanubhakta made up his
mind to serve the people by composing poems. He
thought of composing the Ramayana in Nepali. Bal-
kanda was composed in about 1841. It appears that
the work of composing the Ramayana was suspended
for some yc‘xrs-uftcr the first canto had been composed

in the first impulse

Bhanubhakta visited Kathmandu, the capital of
Nepal, for the first time in 1849. He had a litigation
with a neighbour over some land and he came to
Kathmandu to fight that case out. Two patriotic
poems composed bv him describing the beauties of
Balaji and Kathmandu are well known even to-day.
Bhanubhakta won his case at Kathmandu. Simultane-
ously he got admission into the court and Krishna
Bahadur, brother of the Prime Minister, Jung Bahadur,
became his patron. As a result he gota Government
appointment and came to the Terai in 1850. After
serving two years as he could not satisfy his superiors
in regard to the correctness of the accounts kept by
him he was put into prison by Kumarichok, the office
in Nepal which deals with State Accounts. While
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in prison his old love sprouted again in his heart
and he hegan to compose the Ramayana there. He
was in prison for five months and in course of this
pericd he composed Ayodhyakanda, Aranyvakanda,
Kiskindhakanda and Sundarkanda. Next year he
composed Yuddhakanda and Uttarkanda and thus
the composition of the Ramayana was completed in
eleven vears.

Some time after finishine the Ramayana he
composed two of his famous poems, Prashnottari and
Bhaktamala. The Sanskrit rendering of only the
first fifteen verses of Bhaktamala has been found in
Palpa, a city in west Nepal. 1t appears that the
lact seven verses of the Bhaktamala were composed
at a later date so that they were not translated
into Sanskrit. The reason for this may be found in
a story heard by the present writer in his childhood.
At the loss of the husband of a woman related to
Bhanubhakta he composed those scven verses and
presented them together with Bhaktamala to her for
recitation.

After 18349 Bhanubhakta became a frequent
visitor to Kathmandu and on such visits he used
to stav there for a considerable time and thus a
hill-man now became a townsman. He had his
lodgings at Kathmandu in the area where Bir
Hospital is now situated.

Once in 1862, while going home from Kathmandu
he halted for the night at the house of his friend,
Tarapati. At night he heard the wife of his friend
and  her daughter-in-law  engaged in  wrangling.
Hearing that he got up and composed that very
night his poem entitled “Vadhu Shiksha” consisting
of thirty three verses of four lines and handed it
over to them.

Though the seven cantos of the Adhyatma
Ramayana were composed yet the Ramagita was
not yet written. He composed it before his death

N
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in Tanhun in 1868 He used to dictate the verses
lying on his bed and his only son, Ramanath, used
to take them down. The actual date of his death
is not definitely known, but the view of Motiram
Bhatta, his biographer, that he died in Samvat 1925
(1268 A.D.) receives support from the statement of
the late Subha Ranganath, son of Bharrubhakta's
fricnd Dharmadutta, who brought into light the
poct’s horoscope and the date of his birth.

The picture which we get of Bhanubhakta after
a perusal of his Ramayana and other poems is that
of a joyful and magnanimous man, full of humour
and a keen cense of justice. His patriotis'n leaves a
very deep impression on our mindes, Ile wished well
of all and desircd that all should progress and be
happy. This shows that he was a kind-hearted man
of a peaceful nature who Joved every onc. The
services which Bhanubhakta who was o l-fearing,
patriotic and a lover of his mothertongue, rendered
to the cause of the development of the Nepali
nation, have given him an important place among
the makers of the Nepali nation.

‘I'he vears of the composition of the various
works of Bhanubhakta according to Motiram Bhatta
arec noted below—

1836 First two poems

1841 Balakanda

1849 Poems relating to Balaji and Kathmandu

1852 Avyodhyakanda, Aranyakanda, Kiskindha-

kanda and Sundarakanda

1853 Yuddhakanda and Uttarakanda, Prashnottari,

Bhaktamala

1862 Vadhu-Shiksha

1868 Ramagita

+Ferndale’’ Darjeeling. .
The 5th. December 1954. S. B. Gewali

AP~ —
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