


UNIVERSAL
LIBRARY

geeviz NO

Advddl
1VSHAAINN



OSMANIA UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
canNo. ¢ 37 J64S He' ' FicesionNo. Gy /43

"Authox G . 4 LA g . 4 FM
B e dR ﬂ“//f Armroun. e o
This book shoul e réturned on or before the dammcd below.






THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE
ROMAN EMPIRE

VOLUME I 1|






THE HISTORY
OF THE

DECLINE AND FALL OF THE
ROMAN EMPIRE

BY

EDWARD GIBBON

EDITED
WITH INTRODUCTION, NOTES. AND APPENDICES
BY

J. B. BURY, D.LITT, LL.D.

CORR. MEMBER OF THE IMPERIAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, ST. PETERSBURG
FELLOW OF KING'S COLLEGE AND REGIUS PROFESSOR OF MODERN HISTORY
IN THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE

IN SEVEN VOLUMES
VOLUME Il

WITH TWENTY ILLUSTRATIONS AND TWO MAPS

METHUEN & CO.
36 ESSEX STREET W.C.
LONDON



ThisEdition wasfirst publishedin 1909
Itisfounded on theEdition publishedin 1896



CONTENTS OF THE THIRD VOLUME

CHAPTER XXV

The Government and Death of Jovian—Election of Valentinian, who associates his
Brother Valens, and makes his final Divison of the Eastern and Western
Empties—Revolt ~ of  Procopius—Civil  and Ecclesiastical ~ Administration—
Germany—Britain—Africa—The =~ East—The  Danube—Death  of Valentinian
—His two Sons, Gratian and Valentinian I, succeed to the  Western Empire

363 State of the Church ..
Jovia _ proclaimy universal Toleration ... . .
Hin progress from Antioch .
#64 Jovian, with his infant Son, assumes the Nams and Enslgns of the
Censulship . v e . . -
864 Death of Jovian -
Vacaney of the Throne
8364 Eleotion and Character of Va.lentmla.n
Hae is acknowledged by the Army .. -
Associates his Brother Valens . .. .
364 The final Divigion of the Eastern and Wasiem Emplres
865 Revolt of Procopius ...
866 His Defeat and Death ",
878 Severe Inquisition into the Crime of Ma.gm at Rome and Antioch
864-375 The Cruelty of Valentinian and Valens
Their Laws and Government
Valentinian maintaine the Behgmus Toleration ..
367-878 Valens professes Arianism, and persaoutea the Cstholws
278 Death of Athannsiug .
Just Idea of the Persecution o! Vulens
870 Valentinian restrains the Avarice of the Glargy
866-364 Ambition and Luzury of Damasusg, Blshop oi Bome
864-375 Foreign Wars ... “ -
365 1. GERsaNY. The Alomanni invade Ganl
866 Their Defeat ..
868 Valentinian saes. and torhﬁas. the mae
371 The Burgundians ..,
The Saxons ...
I Barraty. The Soote and Piots ..
843-866 Their Invasion of Britain -
B87-B70 Reatoration of Britain by Theodosing.
866 II. Arrica. Tyranny of Bomanus
872 Revolt of Firmmus .
873 Theodosius recovers Afrlcs ..
§76 He is oxecmted at Carthage...
Biate of Africa .
865-878 IV. Tz Easr, The Poraisn War ...

\Y

el
-
[~
]

By He G



vi CONTENTS OF THE THIRD VOLUME

AD.
384 The Treaty of Peace L
Adventures of Para, King of Armenia .
V. THE DANUBE. Conquest of Hermanrio.
366 The cause of the Gothic War.

367, 368, 369 Hostilities and Peace . .. . -. .. .' .’.*.-

874 War of the Quadi and Sarmatian*
375 The Expedition of Valentinian.
His Death. .
The Emperors Gratian and Valentinian I 1 .

CHAPTER XXVI

*

i

Manners of the Pastoral Nations—Progress of the Huns, from China to Europe-
Flight of the Goths—They pass the Danube—Gothic War—Defeat ana Death
of Valens—Graiian invests TJieodosius with the Eastern Empire—His Char-

acter and Success—Peace and Settlement of the Goths

365 Earthquakes ..
876 The Huna and Goths "
The Pastoral Mannera of the Saythmns or Tartars
Dieg ...
Habitations
Exeroives .
Government .
Situation and Extent of Sey‘thm. or Ta,rta.ry
Original Bent of the Huna ..,
Their Conquests in Seythin...

201 Their Wars with the Chiness

141-87 Deciire and Fall of the Huns

100 Their Emigrations. ..

The White Huns of Sogdmm.
The Hures of the Volga -
Their Conquest of the Alani

875 Their Vistoriea over the Gothe ...

876 The Goths implore the Protection of Valens .
They are transported over the Danube into the Roman Elnpn’e
Their Distress and Diseontent e
Revolt of the (doths in Mmsis, and ‘their first Vietoriey .

They penetrate into Thraca.., .

377 Operations of the Gothio War
Union of the Goths with ths Hunas, Ah.m. &u

378 Viatory of Gratinn over the Alemzmm
VYalens marches againet the Goths
Battle of Hadrianople . -

The Detent of the Romans...

Death of the Emperor Valens -

Funeral Oration of Valenz and his Army

The Goths besiege Hadrinnople -
B78, 479 They ravage the Roman Provinees ...
878 Mussacre of the Gothic Youth in Asia

879 The Emperor Gratian invests Theodosius with the Empu-a of the East

Birth and Character of Theodeosiug -
879-382 His prudent and suecesaiu} Conduet of the Gothic War
Divisions, Defeat, and Sabmission of the Goths ... .
881 Douth and Funera.i of Athanaric ..,
886 Invasion and Defeat of the Gruthungi, cr Ostmgotha
BBB-395 Bettiement of the (toths in Thraes and Asla
Their hostile Sentiments

7%
73
T4
75
77
79
80
83
85
86
87
88
20
a1
92
28
95
97
100
i
108
108
107
110
111
113
116
117
117
118
119
121
122
124
125
128
181
12
133
186
137



CONTENTS OF THE THIRD VOLUME vii

CHAPTER XXVII

Death of Oratian—Ruin of Arianism—S. Ambrose—First Civil War, against
Maximus—Character, Administration, and Penance of Theodosim—Death of
Valentinian [l—Second Civil War, against Eugenius—Death of Theodosius

AD.
379.883 Charaoter and Conduct of the Emgamr Gmtian
Hig Defects ... o
883 Disocntent of the Roma.n Troops .
Ravolt of Maximus in Lritain .
888 Flighi and Desth of Gratian “
868-38T Treaiy of Peace botwuen Maximus and Theodosius
880 Bapitism and orthodox Ediots of Theodosiue .
840-880 Arianiem of Joustantinople ...
878 (regory Nazianzen accepts the Mission of Gonsta.nlmople
380 Buin of Arianism at Constantinople
a8t " in the Enst
The “louneil of Constantinople
Retreat of Gregory Nazianzen -
880-3%4 Edicts of Theodosing agninaé the Herstics
385 Execufion of Prissillian and his Associates

375-397 Ambrose, Archhishop of Milan e

885 Hia successful Oppoesition to the Emprass Justina

237 Max’nue invades Italy
Flight of Valentinian .
Theodoaivg takes Arms in the Bnuse of Valantmmn

388 Defent and Death of Maximus
Virtues of Theodosiua -
Faulty of Theodosius

387 The Hedition of Antiooh
Clemenocy of Theodosiug

390 Sedition and Massacrs of Thessalonica

388 Inflnence and Conduet of Ambrose

390 Penanoe of Theodosing .

388.391 Generceity of Theodosing

391 Character of Valentinian

892 His Death ...

392-394 Usnrpation of Eugemus
Theodosiua prepares for War

394 Hig Victory over Bugenius ... ... .. v e e

885 Death of Theodosius
Corraption of the Times

The Infantry lay aslde their Annour

CHAPTER XXVIII

PAGR
140
140
142
148
144
148
148
150
152
148
165
156
168
159
161
168
1656
169
171
171
173
176
7

Final Destruction of Paganism—Introduction of the Worship of Saints, and Relics,

among the Christians

878-395 The Destruotion of the Pagan BReligion
State of Paganiem at Bome. ..
384 Petition of the Senate for the Altar of Vlctory
888 Conversion of Roma..,
881 Deatruction of the Tempies In the Provinoes .
The Temple of Berapis 8t Alexandria
589 Ite final Destruotion...
890 The Pagan Rebgi.on is pmhlblted
Oppressed ...

198
199
201
208
205
209
210
214
215



viik CONTENTS OF THE THIRD VOLUME

890-420 Finally extinguished ...
The Worship of the Christian Msrtyra
General Reflections ...
I, Fabulous Martyra and Relics
. Miracles ...
ITI. Ravival of Polythersm
1¥. Introduction of Pagan Ceremonies

CHAPTER XXIX

PAGE
217
219
221
221
921
228
225

Final Divison of the Roman Empire between the Sons of Theodosius—Reign of
Arcadius and Honorius—Administration of Rufinus and Stilicho—Revolt and

Defeat of Gildo in Africa

395 Division of the Empire between Arondius and Honoriue
886-395 Charaoter and Administration of Rufinus .
895 He oppreeses $he Eaat .

He is dieappointed by the Mamsga ‘of Areadius ..

Character of Btilicho, the M:mster, and General of the Waahern Emplrs

385-408 His Military Command

395 The Fall and Death of Rufinua

876 Discord of the two Empires

886-398 Reavolt of Gildo in Africa
897 Ha is condemned by the Roman Senate ...
898 The African War ... ‘e
808 Defest and Death of Gildo .. .

898 Marriage and Charaoter of Honorius

CHAPTER XXX

228
239
28L
285
287
208
240
242
2‘!‘!
246
247
248
251

Revolt of the Goths—They plunder Greece—Two great Invasions of Italy by Alaric
and Radagaisus—They are repulsed by Stilicho—The Germans over-run Gaul
— Usurpation of Constantine in the West—Disgrace and Death of Stilicho

895 Revolt of the Gotha | -
396 [395] Alario marches into Greecs ...
BO7 He iu attacked by Biiliche
Esoapes o Epirn-
898 Alarie is declared M&Bf.er-geners.l of the Eastern I]lynuum
In proclaimed King of the Vmigoths
400-403 He invades Iialy -
403 Honorias flies from Milan ...
He ia pursued and besieged by the Goiks...
403 [402] Baitle of Pollentia . -
Boldnesa and Retreat of Alario ...
404 The triumph of Honoriue at Rome
The Gladiators abolished ..,
Honorius fixes his Residence at Ravenna..
400 The Revolutions of Seythia.., .-
405 BEmigration of the northern Gormans
406 [405] Radagaicns invades Italy
" besieges Florence
threatens Bome..,
408 Detest and Destruotion of hie Army by Stilioho... -
The Remainder of the Garms.na inva.de Gml
407 Desclation of Gaul .
« Revoit of the British Army

258
255
258
259
259
261
262
264
265



CONTENTS OF THE THIRD VOLUME ix

PAGE

" Gonstentine is acknowledged in Brifain and Gaul .. 287

408 He reduces Spain ... .. 288
404-408 Negotiation of Alaria and Stilicho ... e 290
408 Dubntes of the Roraan Sennte n . 30
Intri, ues of the Palace .. 208

408 Disgraca and Death of Stilicho ... e 294
408 His Memory perascuted .. e 206
The Poet Claudian among the Train of Stilicho's Dependents 207

CHAPTER XXXI

Invasion of Italy by Alaric—Manners of the Roman Senate and People—Rome is
thrice besieged, and at length pillaged by the Goths—Death of Alaric—The
Geths evacuate Italy—Fall of Constantine—Gaul and Spain are occupied by
the Barbarians—Independence of Britain

208 Weaakness of the Court of RBavenna . 801
Alerie marches to Rowe .. e 802
Hupnibal at the Gates of Bame ... w304
Fenealogy of the Senators . . 308
The Anician Family... . 807
Wealth of the Roman Nobled . 308
Theis Mannera . w310
Charaoter of the Roman Noblaa by Ammianus Mareellinus ... . 312
Biate and Character of the people of Rome .. 318
Public Distribution of Bread, Ba.eon, 0i, Wme, &e. .. .. 820
Use of the public Baths ... . 321
Games and Fpectacles o 522
Populousness of Rome e ... B23

408 First Siege of Rome by the Goths .. . 326
Famine . . .. B2
FPlague ... 827
Huperstition ... .. 827

409 Alarie ancepls n Ra.nsom and raises the S;ege . 328
Fruitless Negotiationa for Peace ... w880
Changs and Soocession of Mimsters . 8332

409 Second Biege of Rome by the Goths o e Ba4
Aftalua in ereated Fmperor by the Gotha and Romans ... w336

410 He is degraded by Alarie ... . . 087
‘Phird Biege and Sack of Rome by the Goths . 889

410 Respect of the Gothy for the Chnatian Behgmn . B840
Pillage and Fire of Rome ... e . .. 84
Captives and Fagitives .. e Bd4
8ack of Rome by the Troops of Charlea V. ... .. B4
Alarie svacustes Rome, and ravages Italy w848

408-412 Possession of Italy by the Goths o 550

410 Death of Alario - 850

412 Adolphus, King of the Gotha. concludes & Peace wath the Empire, snd

marches into Gaul ... 351

414 His Marrisge with Placidis... .. B58
The Gothio Treagures w354

410-41T7 Laws for the Relief of Italy and Bome .. 356

418 Bevolt and Deteat of Heraolian, Connt of Atriea... . BBT

408-413 Revolutions of Gaul and Spain . o 358
Character and Vistories of the General Gonshnhus w860

411 Danth of the Usurper Consiantine .. . B8l

411-418 Fall of the Uaurpers, Jovinue, Babnatla.u, and Attalug ... . B8l
409 Invasion of Bpain by the Buevi, Vnndals Alani, &e. .., e B6C



X CONTENTS OF THE THIRD VOLUME

PAGE
414 Adolphus, King of the (oths, marches into Bpa.m
415 His Death ... . . w368
415-418 The Goths conquer and restore Epﬂm ... 3867
419 Their Establiehment in Aqmt&m . w369
The Burgundisns ... .. BG69
420, &o. State ot the Barbarians in Gaul .. 370
409 Revolt of Britain and Armorioa ... - 971
409-449 Btate of Britain .. B73
418 Assembly of the Seven Provinoss of Gaul... . . 376

CHAPTER XXXII

Arcadius Emperor of the East—Administration and Disgrace of Eutropius—Re-
volt of Gainas—Persecution of . John Chrysostom—Theodosius I11. Emperor
of the East—His Sster Pulcheria—His Wife Eudocia—The Persian War,
and Division of Armenia

895-1453 The Empire of the East . 878
895-408 Reign of Arcadius . .. 878
395-899 Administration and Charaoter oi Eutropms ... - 380

His Venality and Injustioa .. . - ... 583

Ruin of Abundantins ... 383

Destruction of Timagive ... o und
887 A cruel and unjust Law of Treagon ... 385
899 Rebellion of Tribigild ... 887

Fall of Entropius ... ... 88D
400 Conspiraey and Fall of Gainss ... .. 891
398 Eleotion and Merit of 8t. Jokn Ghrysostom .. B4
898-403 His Administration and Defeets .. 896
403 Chrysostom is persacuted by the Empress Eudozia ... Bos

Fopular Tumults st Constantinople . ... 899
404 Exile of Chrysostom... . .. <o 400
407 Hia Death - . e 402
438 Hie Relica !ara.nsportod to Gonsta.ntlnopla .. 402
408 Death of Arcadive ... - . . 402

Hia supposed Teatament ... . .. 408
408-415 Administration of Anthemius e e 404
414-458 Charaster and Administration of Puleheria - 406

Edueation and Charaoter of Theodosiug the Younger ... . 407
421-480 Charagter and Adventures of the Empress Eudosis o 409
422 The Persian War ... . 412
481-440 Armenia divided between the Persians and the Romang ... o $14

CHAPTER XXXIII

Death of Honorius—Valentinian |11, Emperor of the West—Administration of his
Mother Placidia—Aetius and Boniface—Conquest of Africa by the Vandals

423 Laat Years and Death of Honorius W 417
428-425 Elevation and Fall of the Usnrper John ... .. 418
425.455 Valentinian III. Empsror of the Weat ... 420
435-450 Adminietration of his Mother Plaoldia ..o 421
Her two Generals, Actius and Bonifage ... .. 421

427 Error and Revolt of Boniface in Africa oo 498
428 Ha invites the Vandals . 428

. Genserio King of the Vandals ... .. .. .. .. .. 424



CONTENTS OF THE THIRD VOLUME xi

AD.
£°% He lands in Afriea ...
Reviows his Army
“The Moora ...
t ne Donatiata -
420 Tar.y Hopentanee of Boniface
Degolation of Africa ..
430 Biege of Hippo - e v
430 Death of 8t, Augusiin
481 Defeat and Retreat of Soniface
432 His Death ...
431-439 FProgress of the Vandals in Afrioa
439 They surprise Carthage
Afrioan Exilea a~d Japiives
Fable of the Beven Sleepers...

CHAPTER XXXIV

FPAGE

425
426
428
426
428
429
480
430
431
482
483
4184
485
436

The Character, Conquests, and Court of Attila, Kinﬁ of the Huns—Death of
e

Theodosius the Younger—Elevation of Marcian to t

376-483 The Huns .
The~ Establishment in modern Hunga.ry

483453 Reign of Aitila . .
Hie Figure and Charaoter ... o s
He discovers the Bword of Mara
Acquires the Empire of Soyihia and Germany

430-440 The Huns invade Persia o -

441, &0, They attrok the Fastern Empire .
Ravage Europe ag far as Constaniinople ...
The Soythian or Tartar Wars
Btate of the Captives e

446 Treaty of Pence betwean Attila and the Eastern Emplre
Bpirit of the Azimuntines ... ..
Embessies from Atlila to Gonstanhnopla

448 The Embassy of Maximin to Attila
The royal Village and Palace
The Behaviour of Attila to the Roman Ambassadors
The royal Feest
Couspirney of the Romans aga.lnat the Life of Attila
He reprimandg and forgives $he Emperor. ..

450 Theodosins the Younger dies
Is suoceeded by Marcian

CHAPTER XXXV

Empire of the East

440
440
442
442
444
445
446
448
449
450
452
456
456
457
459
462
464
465
467
168
489
470

Invasion of Gaul by Attila-He is repulsed by Aetius and the Visigoths—Attila
invades and evacuates Italy—The DeathS of Attila, Aetius, and” Valentinian,

the Third

450 Attila threatens both Empires, and prepares fo invada Gaul ...

438-454 Character and Adminigtration of Astius
His Connexion with the Hung and Alsni .,
419-451 The Visigoths in Gaul under the ngn of Theodoric
435-43% The Goths besiege Narhonns, &o. ... .
420-451 The Franks in Gaul under the Merovingian Klngs
The Adventures of the Prinoeas Honoria ...

471
472
474
476
476
478
<A1



CONTENTS OF THE THIRD VOLUME

4D, PAGI
451 Aliils invades Qanl and besieges Orlesna... ... .. .. ., 19
Allianeo of ihe Romeng and Visigethe ... ... ... ... .. 485
Attila retires to the plams of Gh.nmpsgne o 1 O4RT
Baitle of CkAlons ... o . 489
Retreat of Attila .. e Yo Bl
452 Tnvasion of Italy by Attila | ot e e e, 408
Foundation of the Republie ‘of Vonice ... .. 495
Attila gives peaca to the Homans ... .o 498
453 The Death of Atiila .. ve e . BOD
Destruction of his Empu:a .. B01

454 Valentinisn murders the Patrician Aetivs . 503
ravishes the Wite of Maximus o B04

455 Death of Valentinian y .. BOB

Hymploms of the Deeay and Ruin of the Roman Government .. ... 508



APPENDIX

(By Editor)

PAGE
-1, Authorities =
Libanios ... . 509
Themistins . B9
Syoesius ... e 810
Palladiug ... . 510
QOlympiodorus ... . b1l
P laous ... . 511
Bymmachus o BLL
Ausonius ... e . B13
Paulinus of Nola ... .. 512
Paulinus of Pella ... .. 812
Claudinn ... ... 518
Prudentius e Bl4
Merebaudes e - . 514
Proeper Tiro . Bl6
Chrontoa Gallics .. . 518
Narratio de meera.toribun domus Valentinianae ot Theodosianae ... 517
Chronica Italica : Anonymue Valesii ... - e 81T
Fasti deohonanses e B1T
Continvation of Progper ... o B17
Barbarus of Boahger - 817
Agnellus ... o B17
Historia Mlscslla - e BT
Orcsivg ... e .. B8
Rufinna ... . 518
Begegta Pontificurn Bomano:um we  H19
Jordanes .., - .. 519
Godex'l‘haodosia.nus e B19
Coing .. 519
Modemn Works o B19
2. Piets and Scots... -
8. The Death of Count Theodosma .. 521
4, Mellobandea ... e e . 521
5. Liet of ngso!l’ersm e 521
6. The Origin of the Huns .. 522
7. Chronology of the pa.exﬁontlon of the Goths,.. . b33
8, Theology in the market-placer of Gonsta.ntmople .. 523
9, Did Theodoeiog I, vimit lfomemAD 8947 . . 524
10, The Librariea of Alexandria .. v s e 524
11, Bome Insoriptione on Btilisho . 524

Xiii



xiv. CONTENTS OF THE THIRD VOLUME

PAGH
12, The two Eastern expeditions of Billtcho and hig Illync polwy ... K25
18. Alaric in Greeos . Y
14, Alerio’s first invasion of Ihb' o 527
15, Radagaisus ... “ . 529
16. The Second Carausius R . .1 1
17. The Tyrant Constantine ... B8l
18. The doath of Maxinyos .. B2
19. Septimania ... .. 582
20, Bato of travelling by 568 . ... 532
21. The " Egyptian *’ of Synesius... .. 032
22, Armenian affairs o DB4
28. The magisiri militum in thoe fourth and fifth centuries ... . B84
24, Procopian legends s e D36
25. The Battle of Maurion, oommon.ly called the Batile of Chalons ... ... b8t
26. The {oundation of Venica .., .x 538

MAPS

Europe, illustrating the movements of the Goths and Vandals To face page 254
Europec. 450 A.D., illustrating the invasions of the Huns ... , , , 472



ILLUSTRATIONS
(SELECTED BY 0. M. DALTON, M.A., FSA)

* PAGE

Trz Porra Niona, Romaw Crry Gars or Talives (Augnats Treverorumy) ... a0

- From s Fhotograph by Lints,

Surmg oF Hassanan Kivas s 58
1. Qoo Corw, Ardsshir 1., 4.0, 228,
2. . y Shapir (Sapor) II., a.n. 309,

* 3. Bmver Cormw, Kobid L., 4,p. 490.

4, " » Khugru (Ohosroes) L., s.p. 580-1.
5. " ,» Ardeshir 111, a.p. 628,
6. w w Yezdegird III,, a.p. 632,

Srver Brioan Casger oF PrOJECTA, FoUND uT Rour, ap. 1798, It is
inecribed with the smored monogram, and dates from the fourth eentury
{Britigsh Museum) 68

Ter Smyer Vorve Disc or TreEopoeius I at MADRID, BROWING THE
EurEror ENTHBUNED ... . 124

oty VERREL ONCE INLAIF WITHE (JEMB, FOUND AT PErROEBs, ROUMANIA, AND
How AT BUCHAREST ; par oF 4o TREASUSE ATTAIPUTRD T THE GorBIc
Kms Argavanio {Fourth century) ... o 182

CorospiL, BrONZE STATUE oF THEODOSITH AT BARLETTA e 148

From a Photograph by Moscion!.

Lrar or aw Ivory Drpryce wiTeE THE ARcHANGEL MrcHapy, perhaps made
at Anticch between the fourth and sixth ceninries (British Museum} ... 180

JupauerT s¥p MainrveRoox or 37, MEwaa or ALEIanDRis : CinvEDn Ivomy
Box or rEE Sixra Cexrurx (British Museum) ... .. 218

Roms v TEE Roman Ciry or Tpresa, ALGERIA e 4B

From a Photograph by Berthand.
Exrenior o TA% MivsoLBUM oF (Ratra Pracipii, BiveEwwa e 274

InTERIoR oF TEE Mivusorxos oF Gurra Practora ar BavExsa, wirn Mosatcs
or TAE Frere ORNTURY e BDO
From a Photograph by Atinari,
Intenton or e Cmurce oF 8. Arorrmiars Nvove, Ravewsa (Sixth
oentury) . B2s
From s Photograph by Allnari.

xv



XVi ILLUSTRATIONS

PACR

Tex Caurce oF Br. ArorttNank v Orassk it Bavenwa (Sixth century) ... 350

From a Photograph by Alinari. f

BoULPTURED SABRCOPHAGT AT Raveywa ... - .' 877

From Photograpbse by Alinarl. ' 4 .
Comsrantmvoprz : Tak Taroposiax Whirs raom THE INTERIOR ... . 400
From a Photograph by 8bhah and Joalllicr.

Ivory DrerecE IN THE CATHEDRAL OF MOoNZA, PELHA 8 REPRESENTING (FALLA
Pracrow, TEE YoUNG VALENTINIAN III. a¥p Arerics (Fifth century) ... 421

Rume or veE Bomax Crrr or Timaar, ArLcEnia .. 4856

From & Photograph by Berthand, L }

INTEEIOR OF THE ORTHODDX BapTisTERY AT RavExka, wrre Mosaics o THX

Frere CENTURY o 450
From a Photograph by Alinari.

Yisraotmic WEAPONS iND PEmSonir ORNAMENTS ENRICHED WITH (owDp AND
Inparp GlABRNETS, FOUND AT POTAN NEAR THE BCENF. OF THE BATTLE oF
Maiyrica wHERE ATTira was prrrarEp (Mugeum of Troyes} ... ... 489

Comva, reoM VaiLENTIRLN II, mo PurcEERmn ... ... 508

1. Bourpus, Valentinian IL
2. " Theodosins I.
8. " Areadius.
4. " Eudoxia.
5. . Honorine.

6. Sesieers, Valentinian IIL
7. Sorrpus, Theodosing II.
a. “ Marcinn.
9. ” Eudocia.
10. " Puleheria,
11. Brumses, Puloheria {reverss only).

Note—In all plates of coins the abbreviation ST denotes that the metal is gold,
EL that it is dlver, E that it is bronze.



THE HISTORY

OF THE

DECLINE AND FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE

CHAPTER XXV

The Government and Death of Jovian—Election of Valentinian,
who associated his Brother Valens, and makes the final
' Divison of the Eastern and Western Empires—Revolt of
Procopius—Civil and Ecclesiastical Administration—
Qermany——Britain—Africa—The East—The Danube—
Death of Valentinian—His two Sons, Gratian and Valen-
tinian 1l, succeed to the Western Empire

HE death of Julian had left the public affairs of the dae of the
empire in a very doubtful and dangerous situation.l.D*m
The Roman army was saved by an inglorious. perhaps
a necessary, treaty;' and first the moments of peace were
consecrated by the pious Jovian to restore the domestic tran-
quillity of the church and state. The indiscretion of his
predecessor, instead of reconciling, had artfully fomented the
religious war; and the balance which he affected to preserve
between the hostile factions served only to perpetuate the con-
test, by the vicissitudes of hope and fear, by the rival claims of
ancient possession and actual favour. The Christians had for-
gotten the spirit of the Gospel; and the Pagans had imbibed
the spirit of the church. In private families, the sentiments of
nature were extinguished by the blind fury of zeal and revenge;
the majesty of the laws was violated or abused; the cities of
the East were stained with blood; and the most implacable

! The medals of Jovian adorn him with victories laurel crowns, and prograte
captives  Ducange, Famil. B%zantln p. 52. Flattery is a foolish suicide, she
destroys her df W|th her own hands.

VoL. I11.-1
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enemies of the Romans were in the bosom of their country.
Jovian was educated in the profession of Christianity; ad as
he marched from Nisibis to Antioch, the banner of the Cross,
the LABARUM of Constantine, which was again displayed at the
head of the legions, announced to the people the faith of their
new emperor.  Assoon as he ascended the throne, he transmitted
a circular epistle to all the governors of provinces: in which he
confessed the divine truth, and secured the legal establishment,
of the Christian religion. The insidious edicts of Julian were
abolished; the ecclesiastical immunities were restored and en-
larged ; and Jovian condescended to lament that the distress of
the times obliged him to diminish the measure of charitable dis-
tributions.? The Christians were unanimous in the loud and
sincere applause which they bestowed on the pious successor of
Julian. But they were still ignorant what creed, or what synod,
he would choose for the standard of orthodoxy; and the peace of
the church immediately revived those eager disputes which had
been suspended during the season of persecution. The epis-
copal leaders of the contending sects, convinced, from experience,
how much their fate would depend on the earliest impressions
that were made on the mind of an untutored soldier, hastened to
the court of Edessa or Antioch. The highways of the East were
crowded with Homoousian, and Arian, and Semi-Arian, and
Eunomian bishops, who struggled to outstrip each other in the
holy race; the apartments of the palace resounded with their
clamours; and the ears of the prince were assaulted, and per-
haps astonished, by the singular mixture of metaphysical argu-
ment and passionate invective.® The moderation of Jovian,
who recommended concord and charity and referred the disput-
ants to the sentence of a future council, was interpreted as a
symptom of indifference; but his attachment to the Nicene creed
was at length discovered and declared by the reverence which

2 Jovian restored to the churoh raw dpxeior xderer: a forcible and comprehen-
sive expression (Philostorgius, 1. viii. ¢. 5 with Godefroy's Dissertations, p. 329.
Sozomen, 1. vi. ¢. 3. [The phrase means the policy of Constantius, cp. Schiller,
ii. 349]). Thenew law which condemned the rape or marriage of nuns (Cod. Theod.
1. ix. tit. xxv. leg. 2) is exaggerated by Sozomen, who supposes that an amorous
glance, the adultery of the heart, was punished with death by the evangelic legis-
lator. [Jovian's Corcyraean inscription boasts that he destroyed pagan temples
EXX"wy TtfAcwr) KCL\ [Soofiovs |EaAarr<gles, C. I. G. 8608.]

® Compare Socrates, 1. iii. c. 25, and Philostorgius, 1. viii. c. 6, with Godefroy's
Dissertations, p. 330.
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he expressed for the celestial* virtues of the great Athanasius.
The intrepid veteran of the faith, at the age of seventy, had
issued from his retreat on the first intelligence of the tyrant's
death. The acclamations of the people seated him once more
on the archiepiscopal throne; and he wisely accepted, or an-
ticipated, the invitation of Jovian. The venerable figure of
Athanasius,* his calm courage, and insinuating eloquence, sus-
tained the reputation which he had already acquired in the
courts of four succersive princes.” As soon as he had gained
the confidence, and secured the faith, of the Christian emperor,
he returned in triumph to his diocese, and continued, with
mature counsels and undiminished vigour, to direct, ten years
longer,® the ecclesiastical government of Alexandria, Egypt, andtiil Ap. 373
the Catholic church. Before his departure from Antioch, he
assured Jovian that his orthodox devotion would be rewarded
witha long and peaceful reign. Athanasius had reason to hope
that he should be allowed either the merit of a successful pre-
diction or the excuse of a grateful, though ineffectual, prayer.’

The slightest force, when it is applied to assist and gwdeJovuan
the natural descent of its object, operates with |rre5|st|bleﬁn?\?<le?'£lqs
weight; and Jovian had the good fortune to embrace the ation
religious opinions which were supported by the spirit of the
times and the zeal and numbers of the most powerful sect.?

4 The word celestial faintly expresses the impious and extravagant flattery of
the emperor to the archbishop, rijs wpds 7w Bedy riéw SAwr dusideews. See the original
epistlein Athanasius, torn. ii. p. 33 [Migne's Patr. Graec. vol. 26, p. 813]. Gregory
Nazianzen (Orat. xxi. p. 392 [Migne, vol. 35, p. 1121]) celebrates the friendship of
Jovian and Athanasius. The primate's journey was advised by the Egyptian
monks (Tillemont, Mem. Ecoles. torn. viii. p. 221).

® Athanasius, at the court of Antioch, is agreeably represented by La Bleterie
Hist, de Jovien, torn. i. p. 121-148): he translates the singular and original con-
erences of the emperor, the primate of Egypt, and the Arian deputies. The Abbeis
not satisfied with the coarse pleasantry of Jovian; but his partiality for Athanasius
assumes, in his eyes, the character of justice.

® Thetrue aea of his death is perplexed with some difficulties (Tillemont, Mem.
Eccles. torn. viii. p. 719-723). But the date (A.D. 373, May 2) which seems the most
consistent with history and reason is ratified by his authentic life. Maffei,
Osservazioni Letterarie, torn. iii. p. 81. [So Index of Heortastic Letters; the Hist.
Aceph glveSSrd May.]

See the observations of Valesius and Jortin (Remarks on Ecclesiastical

History, vol. iv. p. 38) on the original letter of Athanasius, which is preserved by
Theodoret (1. iv. c. 3. [See Migne's Patr. Gr. vol. 26, p. 813]). In some Mss. this
indiscreet promise is omitted; perhaps by the Catholics, jealous of the prophetic
fame of their leader.

Athanasius (apud Theodoret, 1. iv. c. 3) magnlfles the number of the orthodox,
who composed the whole world, rdpuz SAlywy risv 1o "Apelov ppovedvray, This asser-
tion was verified in the space of thirty or forty years.
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Under his reign, Christianity obtained an easy and lasting
victory; and, as soon as the smile of royal patronage was with-
drawn, the genius of paganism, which had been fondly, raised
and cherished by the arts of Julian, sunk irrecoverably in the
dust. In many cities, the temples were shut or deserted: the
philosophers, who had abused their transient favour, thought
it prudent to shave their beards and disguise then profession;
and the Christians rejoiced, that they were now in acondition to
forgive, or to revenge, the injuries which they had suffered under
the preceding reign.” The consternation of the Pagan world
was dispelled by a wise and gracious edict of toleration; in
which Jovian explicitly declared that, although he should severely
punish the sacrilegious rites of magic, his subjects might exercise,
with freedom and safety, the ceremonies of the ancient worship.
The memory of this law has been preserved by the orator
Themistius, who was deputed by the senate of Constantinople
to express their loyal devotion for the new emperor. Themistius
expatiates on the clemency of the Divine Nature, the facility
of human error,the rights of conscience, and the independence
of themind; and, with some eloquence, inculcates the principles
of philosophical toleration; whose aid Superstition herself, in
the hour of her distress, is not ashamed to implore. He justly
observes that, in the recent changes, both religions had been
alternately disgraced by the seeming acquisition of worthless
proselytes, of those votaries of the reigning purple who could
pass, without a reason and without a blush, from the church to
the temple, and from the altars of Jupiter to the sacred table
of the Christians.™

In the space of seven months, the Roman troops, who were
now returned to Antioch, had performed a march of fifteen
hundred miles; in which they had endured all the hardships of

® Socrates 1. iii. ¢ 24. Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iv. p. 131) and Libanius
1(%at. Parentalis, 0. 148, p. 369) express the living sentiments of ‘their regective

ions.

' Themistius, Orat. v. p, 63-71, edit. Harduin, Paris, 1684. The Abbedela
Bletrie judicioudy remarks (Hist, de Jovien, torn. i. p. 199) that Sozomen has
forgat the generd toleration, and Themidius the esablishment of the Catholia
religion. Each of them turned away from the object which he didiked, and wished
to auppress the part of the edict the Teagt honourable, in_his opinion, to the enperor
Jovian. [We cannat infer from Themigtius that an edict of toleration was issued;
the orator wished to induce Jovian to isue such an edict. Cp. the fearsof Li-
banius, loc. cit, and Epitaph, p. 614. So Schiller, Gexhichto der romischen
Kaiserzeit, ii. 347]
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war of famine, and of climate. Notwithstandingtheir services,
there fatigues, and the approach of winter, the timid and im-
patient Jovian allowed only, to the men and horses, a respite
of six weeks. The emperor could not sustain the indiscreet and
maliciousraillery of the people of Antioch.'* He wasimpatient
to possess the palace of Constantinople, and to prevent the ambi-
tion of soma competitor, who might occupy the vacant allegi-
ance of Europe. But he soon received the grateful intelligence
that his authority was acknowledged from the Thracian
Bosphorus to the Atlantic ocean. By the first letters which
he dispatched from the camp of Mesopotamia he had delegated
sthe military command of Gaul and Illyricum to Malarich, a
firave and faithful officer of the nation of the Franks, and to
his father-in-law, Count Lucillian, who had formerly distinguished
his courage and conduct in the defence of Nisibis. Malarich
had declined an office to which hethought himself unequal; and
Lucillian was massacred at Eheims, in an accidental mutiny of
the Batavian cohorts.’> But the moderation of Jovinus, master-
general of the cavalry, who forgave the intention of hisdisgrace,
soon appeased the tumult and confirmed the uncertain minds of
the soldiers. The oath of fidelity was administered and taken
withloyal acclamations; and thedeputiesof the Westernarmies™
saluted their new sovereign as he descended from Mount Taurus
to the city of Tyana, in Cappadocia. From Tyanahe continued
his hasty march to Ancyra, capital of the province of Galatia;
where Jovian assumed, with his infant son, the name and en-

signs of the consulship.** Dadastana,'® an obscure town, almostﬁ\,D, %
anuary

N ol 3 "Arrioxels obx H3dws Bifcenrro wpbs adrds + AR’ dxéonwwrov alrby $Bais kal
wappdloaus, xal rois xahovpudvors dapduooun {famonis Libellis). Johan. Antiochen. in
Excerpt. Valesian. p. 845 [Miiller, F. H. G. iv. p. 607]. Thelibels of Antioch may
be admitted on very slight evidence.

2 Compare Ammianus (xxv. 10), who omits the name of the Batavians, with
Zosimus (J. iii. p. 197 [c. 85]), who removes the scene of action from Rheims to
Sirmium.

%3 Quos capita soholarum ordo castrensis appellat.  Ammian. xxv. 10, and Vales.
ad locum.

4 Cujus vagitus, pertinaoiter reluotantis, ne in ouruli sella veheretur ex more,
id quod mox aocidit protendebat.  Augustus and his successors respectfully solicited
a dispensation of age for the sons or nephews whom they raised to the consulship.
But the curule chair of the first Brutus had never been dishonoured by an infant.

®Theltinerary of Antoninus fixes Dadastana 125 [leg. 117] Roman miles from
Nice; 117 [leg. 125] from Ancyra. Wesseling, Itinerar. p. 142. The pilgrim of
Bordeaux, by omitting some stages, reduces the whole space from 242 to 181 miles.
Wesseling, p. 574. [Dadastana, border town between Bithynia and Galatia, seems
before Diocletian to have been in Bithynia, but at thistime was in Galatia. See
Ramsay, Historical Geography of Asia Minor, p. 241.]
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at an equal distance between Ancyra and Nice, was marked
for the fatal term of his journey and his life.  After indulging
himself with a plentiful, perhaps an intemperate, suprer, he
retired to rest; and the next morning the emperor Jovian was
found dead in his bed. The cause of this sudden death was
variously understood. By some it was ascribed to the con-
sequences of an indigestion, occasioned either by the quantity
of the wine, or the quality of the mushrooms, which he had
swallowed in the evening. According to others, he was suffo-
cated in his sleep by the vapour of charcoal; which extracted
from the walls of the apartment the unwholesome moisture of
the fresh plaister.’® But the want of aregular inquiry into the
death of a prince, whose reign and person were soon forgotten,
appears to have been the only circumstance which countenanced
the malicious whispers of poison and domestic guilt.!” The
body of Jovian was sent to Constantinople, to be interred with
his predecessors; and the sad procession was met on the road
by his wife Charito, the daughter of Count Lucillian; who still
wept the recent death of her father, and was hastening to dry her
tears in the embraces of an Imperial husband. Her disappoint-
ment and grief were embittered by the anxiety of maternal
tenderness. Six weeks before the death of Jovian, his infant
son had been placed in the curule chair, adorned with the title
of Nobhilissimws, and the vain ensigns of the consulship. Un-
conscious of his fortune, the royal youth, who, from his grand-
father, assumed the name of Varronian, was reminded only by
the jealousy of the government that he was the son of an
emperor. Sixteen years afterwards he was still alive, but he
had already been deprived of an eye; and his afflicted mother
expected every hour that theinnocent victim would betornfrom
her arms, to appease with his blood the suspicions of the reign-
ing prince.’®

16 See Ammianus (xxv. 10), Eutropius (x. 18), who might likewise be present;
Jerom (torn. i. p. 26, ad Heliodorum [ep. 60]), Orosius (vii. 31), Sozomen (1.iii. p. 19
Zosimus (1. iii. p. 197,198 [c. 35]), and Zonaras (torn.ii. 1. xiii. p. 28, 29 [c. 14]).
We cannot expect a perfect agreement, and we shall not discuss minute differences.

¥ Ammianus, unmindful of his usual candour and good sense, comparesthe
death of the harmless Jovian to that of the second Africanus, who had excited the
fears and resentment of the popular faction.

8 Chrysostom, torn. i. p. 336, 344, edit. Montfaucon. The Christian orator
attempts to comfort a widow by the examples of illustrious misfortunes; and
observes that, of nine emperors (including the Ceesar Gallus) who had reigned in
his time, only two (Oonstantine and Constantius) died a natural death.  Such vague
consolations have never wiped away a single tear.
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+ After the death of Jovian, the throne of the Roman world Vacancy of
the throne.
retained ten days without a master. The ministers and e e
generals still continued to meet in council; to exercise their
respecti e functions; to maintain the public order; and peace-
ably to conduct the army to the city of Nicein Bithynia, which
was chosen for the place of the election.*® In a solemn as
sembly of the civil and military powers of the empire, the
diadem was again unanimously offered to the praefect Sallust.
He enjoyed the glory of a second refusal; and, when the virtues
of the father werealleged in favour of his son, the prsefect,
with the firmness of a disinterested patriot, declared to the
electors that the feeble age of the one and the unexperienced
youth of the other were equally incapable of the laborious
duties of government.  Several candidates were proposed, and,
after weighing the objections of character or situation, they were
successively rejected ; but, as soon as the name of Valentinian
was pronounced, the merit of that officer united the suffrageseiection
of the whole assembly, and obtained the sincere approbation JiG by
of Salust himself. Valentinian®® was the son of count{aan
Gratian,?? a native of Cibalis, in Pannonia, who, from an[vinkovce
obscure condition, had raised himself, by matchless strength
and dexterity, to the military commands of Africaand Britain:
from which he retired with an ample fortune and suspicious
integrity. The rank and services of Gratian contributed, how-
ever, to smooth the first steps of the promotion of his son; and
afforded him an early opportunity of displaying those solid and
useful qualifications which raised his character above the
ordinary level of his fellow-soldiers. The person of Valen-
tinian was tall, graceful, and majestic. His manly countenance,

¥ Ten days appeared scarcely sufficient for the march and election. But it
may be observed: 1. That the generals might command the expeditious use of
the public pods for themselves, their attendants, and messengers. 2. That the
troops, for the ease of the cities, marched in many divisions; and that the head
of the column might arrive at Nice, when the rear halted at Ancyra.

© Ammianus, xxvi. 1. Zosimus, 1. iii. p. 198 [c. 36]. Philostorgius, 1. viii. c.
8, and Godefroy, Dissertat. p. 334. Philostorgius, who appears to have obtained
some curious and authentic intelligence, ascribes the choice of Valentinian to the
praefect Sallust [Secundus; not Sallust], the master-general Arintheus, Dagalaiphus
count of the domestics, and the Patrician Datianus, whose pressing recommenda-
tions from Ancyra had a weighty influence in the election.

2 Ammianus (xxx. 7, 9), and the younger Victor [Epit. 45], have furnished the
portraitof Valentinian; which naturally precedes and illustrates the history of his
relgn [Additional material in Symmachus, Or i.; cp. Appendix 1]

2[Inscription in memory of Gratian: C. 1. L. 8, 7014.]
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deeply marked with the impression of sense and spirit, inspired
his friends with awe, and his enemies with fear; and, to second
the efforts of his undaunted courage, the son of Gratian had
inherited the advantages of a strong and healthy consitution.
By the habits of chastity and temperance, which restrain the
appetites and invigorate the faculties, Valentinian preserved
his own, and the public, esteem. The avocations of a military
life had diverted his youth from the elegant pursuits of
literature; he was ignorant of the Greek language and the
arts of rhetoric; but, as the mind of the orator was never dis-
concerted by timid perplexity, he was able, as often as the
occasion prompted him, to deliver his decided sentiments with
bold and ready elocution. The laws of martial discipline were
the only laws that he had studied; and he was soon dis-
tinguished by the laborious diligence and inflexible severity
with which he discharged and enforced the duties of the camp.
In the time of Julian he provoked the danger of disgrace by
the contempt which he publicly expressed for the reigning
religion;?® and it should seem from his subsequent conduct
that the indiscreet and unseasonable freedom of Valentinian
was the effect of military spirit rather than of Christian zeal.
He was pardoned, however, and still employed by a prince who
esteemed his merit;?* and in the various events of the Persian
war he improved the reputation which he had already acquired
on the banks of the Rhine. The celerity and success with
Which he executed an important commission recommended him
to the favour of Jovian, and to the honourable command of the
second school, or company, of Targetteers, of the domestic
guards. In the march from Antioch, he had reached his
quarters at Ancyra, when he was unexpectedly summoned
without guilt, and without intrigue, to assume, in the forty-
third year of his age, the absolute government of the Roman
empire.

The invitation of the ministers and generals at Nice was of

B At Antioch, where he was obliged to attend the emperor to the temple, he
gruck a priest, who had presumed to urlféjhlm with lustral water (Sozomen, 1. vi.
0. 6. Theodoret, 1 iii. 0. 15 [leg, 12]). ch public defiance might become Valen-
tinian; but it could leave no room for the unworthy delation of the philosopher
Maximus, which supposes some more private offence (Zosmus, 1. iv. p. 200, 201 [c. 2]).

# Soorates, 1. Iv. A previous exile to Médlitene, or Thebais (the first might be
possble), is interposad by Sozomen (1. vi. ¢. 6) and Philogtorgius (1. vii. ¢. 7, with
Godefroy's Dissertations, p. 293).
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little moment, unless it were confirmed by the voice of the army. Heisac-
The aged Sallust, who had long observed the irregular fluctua- haré%@.'aby

tions of popular assemblies, proposed, under pain of death, that s Ha”"

none of those persons whose rank in the service might excite®oray
a party in their favour should appear in public, on the day of
the inauguration. Yet such was the prevalence of ancient
superstition that a whole day was voluntarily added to this
dangerous interval, because it happened to be the intercalation
of the Bissextile.”® , At length, when the hour was supposed
to be propitious, Valentinian showed himself from a lofty
tribunal; the judicious choice wes applauded ; and the new
prince was solemnly invested with the diadem and the purple,
amidst the acclamations of the troops, who were disposed in
martial order round thetribunal. But, when he stretched forth
his hand to address the armed multitude, a busy whisper was
accidentally started in the ranks, and insensibly swelled into
a loud and imperious clamour, that he should name, without
delay, a colleague in the empire. The intrepid calmness of
Valentinian obtained silence and commanded respect, and he
thus addressed the assembly: "A few minutes since it was
in your power, fellow-soldiers, to have left me in the obscurity
of aprivatlTstation" Judging, from the testimony of my past
life, that | deserved to reign, you have placed me on the throne.
It is now my duty to consult the safety and interest of the
republic. The weight of the universe is undoubtedly too great
for the hands of a feeble mortal. | am conscious of the limits
of my abilities and the uncertainty of my life; and far from
declining, | am anxious to solicit, the assistance of a worthy
colleague. But, where discord may be fatal, the choice of a
faithful friend requires mature and serious deliberation. That
deliberation shall be my care. Let your conduct be dutiful
and consistent. Retire to your quarters; refresh your minds
and bodies; and expect the accustomed donative on the accession

% Ammianus, in a long, because unseasonable, digression (xxvi. 1 and Valesius
ad locum), rashly supposes that he understands an astronomical question of which
his readers are ignorant. It is treated with more Judgjment and propriety by
Censorinus (de Die Natali, c. 20) and Maorobius (Saturnal. 1. i. cap. 12-16). "The
appellation of Bissextile, which marks the inauspicious year (Augustin. ad
Januarium, Epist. 119), isderived from the repetition of thesixth day of [i.e. before]
t'\r)le ﬁlends of March.” [Both 24th Feb. and 25th Feb. were called A.D. vi. Kal.

art.
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of a new emperor."®® The astonished troops, with a mixture

of pride, of satisfaction, and of terror, confessed the voice of
their master. Their angry clamours subsided into silent
reverence; and Valentinian, encompassed with the eagks of £he
legions and the various banners of the cavalry and infantry, was
conducted, in warlike pomp, to the palace of Nice. As he was
sensible, however, of the importance of preventing some rash
declaration of the soldiers, he consulted the assembly of the
chiefs; and their real sentiments were concisely expressed by
the generous freedom of Dagalaiphus. " Most excellent prince,"
said that officer, "if you consider only your family, you have
a brother; if you love the republic, look round for the most
deserving of the Romans."?”  The emperor, who suppressed his
displeasure, without altering his intention, slowly proceeded
from Nice to Nicomedia and Constantinople. In one of the
suburbs of that capital,”® thirty days after his own elevation,
he bestowed the title of Augustus on his brother Valens; and,
as the boldest patriots were convinced that their opposition,
without being serviceable to their country, would be fatal to
themselves, the declaration of his absolute will was received
with silent submission. Valens was now in the thirty-sixth
year of his age; but his abilities had never been exercised in
any employment, military or civil; and his character had not
inspired the world with any sanguine expectations. He
possessed, however, one quality, which recommended him to
Valentinian, and preserved the domestic peace of the empire:
a devout and grateful attachment to his benefactor, whose
superiority of genius, as well as of authority, Valens humbly
and cheerfully acknowledged in every action of his life.?

Before Valentinian divided the provinces, he reformed the

%y/alentinian's first speech is full in Ammianus (xxvi. 2); concise and senten-
tious in Philostorgius (1. vili. c. 8).

%S tuos amas, |mperator optime, habes fratrem; si Rempublicam, queere
quern vestias. Ammian. xxvi. 4. In the division of the empire, Valentinian
retained that sincere counsellor for himself (c. 6).

In suburbano, Ammianus, xxvi. 4. The famous Hebdomon, or field of Mars,
was distant from Constantinople either seven stadia or seven miles. See Valesius
and his brother, ad loc, and Ducange, Const. 1.ii. p. 140, 141, 172, 173. [On the
Propontis,] not at Blachernae, where Ducange put it. See above, vol. ii. Appendix
8, p. 674.

2 participem quidem legitimum potestatis; sed in modum apparitoris morigerum,
ut progrediens aperiet textus. Ammian. xxvi. 4. [Formally Valens was fully co-
ordinate, cp. Symmachus, Orat. 1,11, Augustum pari iure confirmans.].
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administration of the empire. All ranks of subjects, who had bem nna
been injured or oppressed under the reign of Julian, weretheesten
invited to support their public accusations. The silence of western
mankind attested the spotless integrity of the prefect Sallust; 30

and his own pressing solicitations that he might be permitted to retire
to retire from the business of the state were rejected by
Valentinian with the fhost honourable expressions of friendship

and esteem. But among the favourites of the late emperor
there were many who had abused his credulity or superstition,

and who could no longer hope to be protected either by favour

or justice®® The greater part of the ministers of the palace

and the governors of the provinces were removed from their
"respective stations; yet the eminent merit of some officers

was distinguished from the obnoxious crowd; and, notwith-
standing the opposite clamours of zeal and resentment, the
whole proceedings of this delicate inquiry appear to have been
conducted with a reasonable share of wisdom and moderation.*

The festivity of a new reign received a short and suspicious
interruption from the sudden illness of the two princes; but,

as soon as their health was restored, they left Constantinople

in the beginning of the spring. In the castle or palace of
Mediana, only three miles from Naissus, they executed the
solemn and final division of the Roman empire.** Valentinian
bestowed on his brother the rich prefecture of the East, from

the Lower Danube to the confines of Persia; whilst he reserved

for his immediate government the warlike prefectures of
[llyricum, Italy and Gaul, from the extremity of Greece to

the Caledonian rampart; and from the rampart of Caledonia to

the foot of Mount Atlas. The provincial administration re-
mained on its former basis; but a double supply of generas

and magistrates was required for two councils and two courts:

the division was made with a just regard to their peculiar merit

¥ Notwithstanding the evidence of Zonaras, Suidas, and the Paschal Chronidle,
M. de Tillemont (Hist. des Empereurs torn. v. p. 671) wishes to disbdieve thee
dorigs s avantageuses a un payen. ) )

Eunapius cdebrates and ex ates the sufferings of Maximus_ (p. 82, 83
[Commelin's ed. 1616; p. 102, ed. 1596]); yet he alows that this sophid or magi-
cian, the guilty favourite of Julian and the personal enemy of Valentinian, was
dismigged on the payment of a small fine. ) ]

The loose asertions of a?eneral diggrace (Zosmus, 1. iv. p. 201 [c. 2]) are
detected and refuted by Tillemont (torn. v. p. 21).

Ammianus, Xxvi. 5.
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and situation, and seven master-generals were soon created,
either of the cavalry or infantry. Whenthisimportant business
had been amicably transacted, Valentinian and Valens embraced
for the last time. The emperor of the West established his
temporary residence at Milan; and the emperor of the East
returned to Constantinople, to assume the dominion of fifty
provinces, of whose language he was totally ignorant of
Thetranquillity of the East was soon disturbed by rebellion;
and the throne of Valens was threatened by the daring attempts
of arival, whose affinity to the Emperor Jurian® was his sole
merit, and had been his only crime.  Procopius had been hastily
promoted from the obscure station of a tribune and a notary to
the joint command of the army of Mesopotamia; the public
opinion already named him as the successor of a prince who
wasdestitute of natural heirs; and avainrumour was propagated
by his friends, or his enemies, that Julian, before the altar of
the Moon, at Carrhae, had privately invested Procopius with the
Imperial purple®® He endeavoured, by his dutiful and sub-
missive behaviour, to disarm the jealousy of Jovian; resigned,
without a contest, his military command; and retired, with his
wife and family, to cultivate the ample patrimony which he
possessed in the province of Cappadocia. These useful and
innocent occupations were interrupted by the appearance of an
officer, with a band of soldiers, who, in the name of his new
sovereigns, Valentinian and Valens, was dispatched to conduct
the unfortunate Procopius either to a perpetual prison or an
ignominious death. His presence of mind procured him a longer
respite and a more splendid fate. Without presuming to dis-
pute the royal mandate, he requested the indulgence of a few
moments to embrace his weeping family; and, while the
vigilance of his guards was relaxed by a plentiful entertain-

s4Ammianus Spue in general terms, subagrestis ingenii, neo bellicis nee

liberalibus gudiis eruditus.  Ammian. xxxi. 14. The orator Themigius, with the
uine impertinence of a Greek, wished for the firg time to spesk the Latin
angugge, the dialect of his sovereign, rhy dulhexter aparoigav. Orat.vi.p. 71.

" Theuncertain degree of alliance, or consanguinity, is expressed by thewords
bvctyris, oognatus, mmb{lnuséfsae Valesus ad Ammian. xxili. 8). The mother
of Procopius might be a sser of Baslina and Count Julian, the mother and undle
of thgeaﬂosta;e Ducange, Fam. Byzantin. p. 49. ) o

\mmian. xxiii. 3, xxvi. 6. He mentions the report with much hesitation:
susurravit obscurior fama; _nemo enim dioti auctor exdlitit verus. It serves how-
ever, to mark that Procopius was a pagan. Yet his reigion does not appear to
have promoted, or obstructed, his pretensons.
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ment, he dexterously escaped to the seacoast of the Euxine,
from whence he passed over to the country of Bosphorus. In
that sequestered region he remained many months, exposed to
the hardships of exile, of solitudem and of want: his mekancholy
temper brooding over his misfortunes, and his mind agitated by
the just apprehension that, if any accident should discover his
name, the faithless Barbarians would violate, without much
scruple, the laws of hospitality. In a moment of impatience
and despair, Proco$>ius embarked in a merchant vessel, which
made sail for Constantinople; and boldly aspired to the rank of
a sovereign, because he was not allowed to enjoy the security
of a subject. At first he lurked in the villages of Bithynia,
continually changing his habitation, and his disguise.’” By
degrees he ventured into the capital, trusted his life and fortune
to the fidelity of two friends, a senator and an eunuch, and
conceived some hopes of sucesss the intdligence fram the intelligence
obtained of the actual state of public affairs The body of the
people was infected with a spirit of discontent: they regretted
the justice and the abilities of Sallust, who had been imprudently
dismissed from the prefecture of the East. They despised the
character of Valens, which was rude without vigour and feeble
without mildness. They dreaded the influence of fils father-in-
law, the Patrician Petronius, a cruel and rapacious minister, who
rigorously exacted all the arrears of tribute that might remain
unpaid since the reign of the emperor Aurelian. The circum-
stances were propitious to the designs of an usurper. The
hostile measures of the Persians required the presence of Valens
in Syria; from the Danube to the Euphrates the troops werein
motion; and the capital was occasionally filled with the soldiers
who passed, or repassed, the Thracian Bosphorus. Two cohorts
of Gauls were persuaded to listen to the secret proposals of the
conspirators; which were recommended by the promise of a
liberal donative; and, as they still revered the memory of
Julian, they easily consented to support the hereditary claim of
his proscribed kinsman. At the dawn of day they were drawn
up near the baths of Anastasia;*® and Procopius, clothed in a

¥ One of his retreats was a oountry-house of Eunomius, the heretic. The
mader was absent, innocent, ignorant; yet he narrowly exzagall a sntence of
death, and was banished into the remate partsof Mauritania (Philostorg. 1. ix. c.
5,8, and Godefroy's Dissert, p. 369-378). ]
[Sister of Congantius. The site ssams not to have been determined.]
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purple garment, moresuitable toaplayer than to a mrech appeared
appeafed, as if he rose from the dead, in the midst of Const? nti*
nople!l The solidiers, who were prepared for his reception,
saluted their trembling prince with shouts of joy and vows of
fidelity. Their numbers were soon increased by a sturdy band
of peasants, collected from the adjacent country; and Pro-
copius, shielded by the arms of his adherents, was successively
conducted to the tribunal, the senate, and the palace. During
the first moments of his tumultuous reign he was astonished
and terrified by the gloomy silence of the people; who were
either ignorant of the cause or apprehensive of the event. But
his military strength was superior to any actual resistance: the
malcontents flocked to the standard of rebellion; the poor
were excited by the hopes, and therich were intimidated by
the fear, of a~general pillage ; and the obstinate credulity of the
multitude was once more deceived by the promised advantages
of arevolution. The magistrates were seized ; the prisons and
arsenals broke open ; the gates, and the entrance of the harbour,
were diligently occupied ; and, in a few hours, Procopius became
the absolute, though precarious, master of the Imperial city.
The usurper improved this unexpected success with some degree
of courage and dexterity. He artfully propagated the rumours
and opinions the most favourable to his interest; while he de-
luded the populace by giving audience to the frequent, but
imaginary, ambassadors of distant nations. The large bodies of
troops stationed in the cities of Thrace and the fortresses of the
Lower Danube were gradually involved intheguilt of rebellion:
and the Gothic princes consented to supply the sovereign of
Constantinople with the formidable strength of several thousand
auxiliaries. His generals passed the Bosphorus, and subdued,

[Nov, Dec]Without an effort, the unarmed but wealthy provinces of Bithy-

Ligs

nia and Asia. After an honourable defence, the city and island
of Cyzicus yielded to his power; the renowned legions of the
Jovians and Herculians embraced the cause of the usurper whom
they were ordered to crush; and, as the veterans were con-
tinually augmented with new levies, he soon appeared at the
head of an army whose valour, as well as numbers, were not un-
equal to the greatness of the contest. The son of Hormisdas,*

¥ Hormisda_ maturo juveni, Hormisdee regalis illius filio, potestatem Procon-
aulis detulit; et civilia, more veterum, et bela recturo. Ammian. xxvi. 8. The
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ayouth of spirit and ability, condescended to draw his sword
agamst the lawful emperor of the East; and the Persian prince
was miinediately invested with the ancient and extraordinary
powers®f a Boman Proconsul. The alliance of Faustina, the
widow of the emperor Constantfcs, who intrusted herself and
her daughter to the hands of the usurper, added dignity and
reputation to his caused The princess Constantia, who was then
about five years of age, accompanied in a litter the march of the
army. She was shewn to the multitude in the arms of her
adopted father; arid, as often as she passed through the ranks,
the tenderness of the soldiers was inflamed into martial fury: 40
they recollected the glories of the house of Constantine, and
they declared, with loyal acclamation, that they would shed
the last drop of their blood in the defence of the royal
instant.”*

In the meanwhile, Valentinian was alarmed and perplexed Hisdefeat
by the doubtful intelligence of the revolt of the East. Them%:a%i, '
difficulties of a German war forced him to confine hisimmediate™
care to the safety of his own dominions; and, as every channel
of communication was stopt or corrupted, he listened, with
doubtful anxiety, to the rumours which were industriously
spread, that the defeat and death of Valens had left Procopius
sole master of the eastern provinces. Valens was not dead :
but, on the news of therebellion, which hereceived at CaBsares,
he basely despaired of his life and fortune; proposed to ne-
gotiate with the usurper, and discovered his secret inclination
to abdicate the Imperial purple. The timid monarch was
saved from disgrace and ruin by the firmness of his ministers,
and , their abilities soon decided in his favour the event of the
civil war! Tn a season of tranquillity, Sallust had resigned
without a murmur; but, as soon as the public safety was at-
tacked, he ambitiously solicited the pre-eminence of toil and

Persian prince excgped with honour and safety and was afterwards (A.D. 330)
restored to the same extraordinary office of proconsul of BIthKnla (Tillernont, Hist,
des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 204).” | am ignorant whether the race of Sessn was
propagated. | find (A.D. 514) a pope Hormisdas; but he was a native of Frusino,
inlt (h i, Brev. Pontific. torn. i. p. 247). ]
) The infant rebel was afterwards the wife of the Emperor Gratian; but she
died young and childless. ~See Ducange, Fam. Byzantin. p. 48, 59. ]
Sequimini culminis summi Iﬁ)rosaplam was the language of Procopius, who
affected to despise the obscure birth and fortuitous election of the upstart Pan-
nonian. Ammian. Xxvi. 7.
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danger; and the restoration of that virtuous minister to the
prefecture of the East was the first step which indicatedthe
repentance of Valens and satisfied the minds of the people.
The reign of Procopius was apparently supported by powerful
armies and obedient provinces. But many of the principal
officers, military as well as civil, had been urged, either by
motives of duty or interest, to withdraw themselves from the
guilty scene; or to watch the moment of betraying and desert-
ing the cause of the usurper. Lupicinus advanced, by hasty
marches, to bring the legions of Syria to the aid of Valens.
Arintheus, who, in strength, beauty, and valour, excelled all
the heroes of the age, attacked with a small troop a superior
body of the rebels. "When he beheld the faces of the soldiers
who had served under his banner, he commanded them, with a
loud voice, to seize and deliver up their pretended leader ; and
such was the ascendant of his genius that this extraordinary
order was instantly obeyed.”” Arbetio, a respectable veteran of
the great Constantine, who had been distinguished by the
honours of the consulship, was persuaded to leave his retire-
ment, and once more to conduct an army into the field. In the
heat of action, calmly taking off his helmet, he shewed his
grey hairs, and venerable countenance ; saluted the soldiers of
Procopius by the endearing names of children and companions;
and exhorted them, no longer to support the desperate cause of
a contemptible tyrant, but to follow their old commander, who
had so often led them to honour and victory. In the two
engagements of Thyatira®® and Nacolia, the unfortunate Pro-
copius was deserted by his troops, who were seduced by the
instructions and example of their perfidious officers. After
wandering some time among the woods and mountains of

~* Et dedignatus hominem superare certamine despicabilem, auctoritatis et
cds fiducia corporis ipss hogibus jussit suum vincire reotorem: atque ita
turmarum antesgnanus umbratilis comprensus suorum manibus. The dSrength
and beauty of Arintheus, the new Hercules, are odebrated by St. Basil, who
aupposes that God had created him as an inimitable modd of the human pedies
The painters and sculptors could not express his figure, the historians appeared
fabulous when they related his exploits (Ammian. xxvi. [8] and Vales, ad loc)..
The same fidd of battle is placed %Ammlmumn Lycia, and by Zosmus
at Thyatira, which are at the distance of miles from each other. Buf Thyatira
alluitur Lyco (Plin. Hist, Natur. v. 31. Celarius, Geograph. Antig. t. ii. ﬁ 79);
and the transcribers might easly convert an dbsoure river into a well-known
province. [Ammianus does not mention the battle of Thyatira, and merey says,
ire tendebat ad Lyciam. Nacolia is now Seidi Ghazi.]
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Phrj~ia, he was betrayed by his desponding followers, conducted

to the Imperial camp, and immediately beheaded. He suffered

the Ordinary fate of an unsucosssu nonrpgy ; the acts of

cruelty Which were exercised by the conqueror, under the forms

Of legal justice, excited tfafl gity ftnd)i™/™fi"@*i*"™ *f mQnlrinrl **
Such indeed are the common and natural fruits of despotism Sever

. . s . . nquisl tion
and rebellion. But the inquisition into the crime of magic,htot

which, under the reign of the two brothers, was so rigorouslycrm}goatd
prosecuted both at Rome and Antioch, was interpreted as thentigeh-
fatal symptom eithdt of the displeasure of heaven or of the de-&c
pravity of mankind.*® Let us not hesitate to indulge a liberal

pride that in the present age the enlightened part of Europe

has abolished* a cruel and odious prejudice, which reigned in
every climate of the globe and adhered to every system of
religious opinions.*” The nations and the sects of the Roman
world admitted with equal credulity and similar abhorrence the
reality of "that infernal art*® which was able to control the
eternal order of the planets and the voluntary operations of the
human mind. They dreaded the mysterious power of spells

and incantations, of potent herbs, and execrable rites; which
could extinguish or recall life, inflame the passions of the soul,

blast the works of creation, and extort from the reluctant

“ The adventures, usurpation, and fall of Procopius are related, in a regular
series, by Ammianus (xxvi. 6, 7, 8,9, 10) and Zosimus (1. iv. p. 203-210 [c. 4-8]).
They often illustrate, and seldom contradict each other. Themistius (Orat. vii. p.
91, 95) adds some base panegyric; and Eunapius (p. 83,84 [Miiller, iv. p. 26, 27])
some malicious satire.  [For date of defeat see |datius, Fast, cons, ed. Mommsen,
Chron. Min. i. p. 241. See also account in Symmachus Or.i. 17 sqq]

“ Libanius de ulciscend. Julian, nece, c. ix. p. 158, 159. The sophist deplores
the public frenzy, but he does not (after their deaths) impeach the justice of the
emperors. [Milman observes, "The persecution against philosophers and their
libraries was carried on with so much fury that from this time (A.D. 374) the
names of the Gentile philosophers became almost extinct, and the Christian philo-
sophy and religion, especially in the East, established their ascendancy ".

“ The French and English lawyers of the present age allow the theory, and
deny the practice, of witchcraft. Denisart, Recueil dcs Decisions de Jurisprudence,
au mot Sorciers, t. iv. p. 553. Blackstone's Commentaries, vol. iv. p. 60. As
private reason always prevents or outstrips public wisdom, the president Montes-
quieu, (Esprlt des Loix, 1. xii. c. 5, 6) rejects the existence of magic.

" See Oeuvres de Bayle, torn. iii. p. 567-589. The sceptic of Rotterdam ex-
hibits, according to his custom, a strange medley of loose knowledge and lively wit.

% The pagans distinguished between good and bad magic, the Theurgio and
the Goetio (Hist, de I'Academie, &c, t. vii. p. 25). But they could not have
defended this obscure distinction against the acute logic of Bayle. In the Jewish
and Christian system all demons are infernal spirits, and all commerce with them
is idolatry, apostacy, & c, which deserves death and damnation. [For ancient
magic, consult L. F. A. Maury, La magie et Pastrologie dans I'antiquite, 1860.]

VOL. I11.—-2



18 THE DECLINE AND FALL [CHAPXXV

demons the secrets of futurity. They believed, with the
wildest inconsistency, that this preternatural dominion of the
air, of earth, and of hell, was exercised, from the vilest motives
of malice or gain, by some wrinkled hags and itinerant sorcerers,
who passed their obscure lives in penury and contempt.”® The
arts of magic were equally condemned by the public opinion
and by the laws of Rome ; but, asthey tended to gratify the
most imperious passions of the heart of man, they were con-
tinually proscribed, and continually practised.®® An imaginary
cause is capable of producing the most serious and mischievous
effects. The dark predictions of the death of an emperor, or
the success of a conspiracy, were calculated only to stimulate
the hopes of ambition and to dissolve the ties of fidelity; and
the intentional guilt of magic was aggravated by the actual
crimes of treason and sacrilege.®®  Such vain terrors disturbed
the peace of society and the happiness of individuals ; and the
harmless flame which insensibly melted a waxen image might
derive a powerful and pernicious energy from the affrighted
fancy of the person whom it was maliciously designed to re-
present.”>  Prom the infusion of those herbs which were sup-
posed to possess a supernatural influence it was an easy step to
the use of more substantial poison; and the folly of mankind
sometimes became the instrument, and the mask, of the most
atrocious crimes. As soon as the zeal of informers was en-

4 The Canidia of Horace (Carm. 1. v. od. 5with Dacier'sand Sanadon'sillustra-
tions) is a vulgar witoh. The Erichtho of Lucan (Pharsal. vi. 430-880) is tedious,
disgusting, but sometimes sublime. She chides the delay of the Furies, and
threatens, with tremendous obscurity, to pronounce their real names, to reveal the
Lru”e infernal countenance of Hecate, to invoke the secret powers that lie below

ell,&c.

%0 Genus hominum potentibus infidum, sperantibus fallax, quod in civitate
nostra et vetabitur semper et retinebitur. Tacit. Hist. i. 22. See Augustin. de
Civitate Dei, 1. viii. c. 19, and the Theodosian Code, 1. ix. tit. xvi. with Godefroy's
Commentary

8 The persecution of Antioch was occasioned by a criminal consultation. The
twenty-four letters of the alphabet were arranged round a magic tripod; and a
dancing ring, which had been placed in the centre, pointed to the first four letters
in the name of the future emperor, e. E. O. A. Theodorus (perhaps with many
others who owned the fatal syllables) was executed. Theodosius sucoeeded.
Lardner (Heathen Testimonies, vol. iv. p. 353-372) has copiously and fairly ex-
amined this dark transaction of the reign of Valens.

Limus ut hio durescit, et haeo ut oera liquescit
Uno eodemque igni Virgil. Bucolic, viii. 80.
Devovet absentes, simulacraque cerea figit.
Ovid, in Epist. Hypsip. ad Jason. [Her. vi.] 91.
Such vain incantations could affect the mind and increase the disease of German!*
cus. Tacit. Annal. ii. 69.
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courted by the ministers of Valensand Valentinian, they could
not refuse to listen to another charge, too frequently mingled
in the scopes of domestic guilt; a charge of a softer and less
malignant nature, for which the pioijs, though excessive, rigour
of Constantine had recently decreed the punishment of death.®®
This deadly and incohertnt mixture of treason and magic, of
poison and adultery, afforded infinite gradations of guilt and
innocence, of excuse and aggravation, which in these proceedings
appear to have beeto? confounded by the angry or corrupt
passions of the judges. They easily discovered that the degree
of their industry and discernment was estimated, by the Im-
perial court, according to the number of executions that were
furnished from their respective tribunals. It was not without
extreme reluctance that they pronounced a sentence of ac-
quittal ; but they eagerly admitted such evidence as was stained
with perjury, or procured by torture, to prove the most im-
probable charges against the most respectable characters. The
progress of theinquiry continually opened new subjects of crimi-
nal prosecution ; the audacious informer, whose falsehood was
detected, retired with impunity ; but the wretched victim, who
discovered his real or pretended accomplices, was seldom per-
mitted to receive the price of hisinfamy. From the extremity
of Italy and Asia, the young and the aged were dragged in
chains to the tribunals of Eome and Antioch. Senators,
matrons, and philosophers expired in ignominious and cruel
tortures. The soldiers, who were appointed to guard the
prisons, declared, with a murmur of pity and indignation, that
their numbers were insufficient to oppose the flight or resistance
of the multitude of captives. The wealthiest families were
ruined by fines and confiscations; the most innocent citizens
trembled for their safety ; and we may form some notion of the
magnitude of the evil from the extravagant assertion of an ancient
writer that, in the obnoxious provinces, the prisoners, the exiles,
and the fugitives formed the greatest part of the inhabitants.>

% S Heineooius, Antiquitat. Juris Roman, torn. ii. p. 353, &c. Cod. Theo-
dosiap, 1. ix. tit. 7 with Godefroy's Commentary. )

The cruel persecution of Rome and Antioch is decribed, and mog probabl
aa%%erated, by Ammianus (xxviii. 1, xxix. 1, 2) and Zodmus (L iv. p. 216-21
[o. 13]). The philosopher Maximus, with some justice, was involved in the charge
of magio (Eunapius in Vit. Sophist, p. 88, 89 [ed. Commelin, 1616]); and young
Chrysogom, who had accidentally found one of the proscribed books gave "him-
of for logt.  Tillemont, Hist, des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 340.
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The When Tacitus describes the deaths of the innocent and
Jalentic" illustrious Romans, who were sacrificed to the cruelty of the
ian and ’

X%@ﬁ%first Caesars, the art of the historian, or the merit of the
sufferers, excite in our breasts the most lively sensations of
terror, of admiration, and of pity. The coarse and undis-
tinguishing pencil of Ammianus has deHneated his bloody figures
with tedious and disgusting accuracy. But, as our attention is
no longer engaged by the contrast of freedom and servitude, of
recent greatness and of actual misery, 'we should turn with
horror from the frequent executions which disgraced, both at
Rome and Antioch, thereign of the two brothers.®® Valens was
of a timid,®® and Valentinian of a choleric, disposition.®” An
anxious regard to his personal safety was the ruling principle of
the administration of Valens. In the condition of a subject, he
had kissed, with trembling awe, the hand of the oppressor; and,
when he ascended the throne, he reasonably expected that the
same fears which had subdued his own mind would secure the
patient submission of his people. The favourites of Valens
obtained, by the privilege of rapine and confiscation, the wealth
which his economy would have refused.® They urged, with per-
suasive eloquence, that, in all cases of treason, suspicion is equi-
valent to proof; that the power, supposes the intention, of mis-
chief ; that theintentionisnot lesscriminal thantheact; and that
a subject no longer deserves to live, if his life may threaten the
safety, or disturb the repose, of his sovereign. The judgment
of Valentinian was sometimes deceived and his confidence
abused; but he would have silenced the informers with a con-
temptuous smile, had they presumed to alarm his fortitude by
the sound of danger. They praised his inflexible love of justice;
and, in the pursuit of justice, the emperor was easily tempted to

%Conault the six last books of Ammianus, and more particularly the portraits
of the two royal brothers (xxx. 8, 9, xxxi. 14). Tillemont has cdllected (torn. v. p.
12-18, p. 127-138) from all antiquity their virtues and vices o
The younger Victor asserts [Epit. 46] that he was valde timidus: yet he
behaved, as ‘amost every man would do, with decent resolution at the head of an
amy. The same hidorian attempts to prove that his anger was harmless.
Ammianus obsves [31,14] with more candour and judgment, incidentia crimina
ad cqotemptam vel laesam principis amplitudinem trahens, in sanguinem seviebat.
Cum esdt ad acerbitatem natures calore propensor . . . poanas per ignes
augehat e gladios Ammian. xxx. 8. See xxviL 7. ]
>°1 have tranderred the reproach of avarice from Valens to his servants
Avarice more properly bdongs to ministers than to kings, in whom that passon
is commonly extinguished by absolute possesson.
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consjder clemency as a weakness and passion as a virtue. As
long as fie wrestled with his equals, in the bold competition of
an active and ambitiouslife, Valentinian was seldominjured, and
never insulted, with impunity; if his prudence was arraigned,
his spirit was applauded; and the ptoudest and most powerful
generals were apprehensive of provoking the resentment of a
fearless soldier. After he became master of the world, he un-
fortunately forgot that, where no resistance can be made, no
courage can be exerted; and, instead of consulting the dictates
of reason and magnanimity, he indulged the furious emotions of
his temper at a time when they were disgraceful to himself
and fatal to the defenceless objects of his displeasure. In the
government of his household, or of his empire, slight, or evenim-
aginary, offences, a hasty word, a casual omission, an involun-
tary"delay, were chastised by a sentence of immediate death.
The expressions which issued the most readily from the mouth
of the emperor of the West were, " Strike off hishead" ; " Burn
him alive"; " Let him be beaten with clubs till he expires" ; 59

and his most favoured ministers soon understood that, by arash
attempt to dispute, or suspend, the execution of his sanguinary
commands, they might involve themselves in the guilt and
punishment of disobedience. The repeated gratification of this
savage justice hardened the mind of Valentinian against pity
and remorse; and the sallies of passion were confirmed by the
habits of cruelty.®® He could behold with calm satisfaction
the convulsive agonies of torture and death: he reserved his
friendship for those faithful servant Whose temper was the
most congenial.to his own. The merit of Maximin, who had
slaughtered t h e noblest families of Rome, was rewarded with
the royal approbation and the prefecture of Gaul. Two fierce
and enormous bears, distinguished by the appellations of Innocence
and Mica Aurea, could alone deserve to share the favour of
Maximin. The cages of those trusty guards were always placed

% He sometimes expressed a sentence of death with atone of pleasantry : " Abi,
Comes, et muta e caput, qui sibi mutari provinciam cupit". A boy, who had
slipped too hastily a Spartan hound; an armourer, who had made a polished cuirass
that wanted some grains of the legitimate weight, & ¢, were the victims of his fury.

% The innocents of Milan were an agent and three apparitors, whom Valentinian
condemned for signifying a legal summons. Ammianus (xxvii. 7) strangely sup-
poses that all who had been unjustly executed were worshipped as martyrs by
the Christians. His impartial slence does not allow usto believe that the great
chamberlain Bhodanus was burnt alive for an act of oppresson (Chron. Paschal,
p. 302 [i. 558, ed. Bonn]).
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near the bed-chamber of Valentinian, who frequently amusfi his
eyes with the grateful spectacle of seeing them tear and devour
the bleeding limbs of the malefactors who were abandoned to their
rage. Their diet and exercises were carefully inspected by the
Eoman emperor; and, when Innocence had earned her discharge
by along course of meritorious service, the faithful animal was
again restored to the freedom of her native woods.*

But in the calmer moments of reflection, when the mind
of Valens was not agitated by fear, or that of Valentinian by
rage, the tyrant resumed the sentiments, or at least the con-
duct, of the father of his country. The dispassionate judgment
of the Western emperor could clearly perceive, and accurately
pursue, his own and the public interest; and the sovereign of
the East, who imitated with equal docility the various examples
which he received from his elder brother, was sometimes
guided by the wisdom and virtue of the prefect Sallust. Both
princes invariably retained, in the purple, the chaste ana tem-
perate simplicity which had adorned their private life; and,
under their reign, the pleasures of the court never cost the
people a blush or a sigh. They gradually reformed many of
the abuses of the times of Constantius; judiciously adopted
and improved the designs of Julian and his successor; and
displayed a style and spirit of legislation which might inspire
posterity with the most favourable opinion of their character
ad government. It is not from the master of Innocence that
we should expect the tender regard for the welfare of his sub-
jects which prompted Valentinian to condemn the exposition of
new-born infants;®? and to establish fourteen skilful physicians,
with stipends and privileges, in the fourteen quarters of Rome.
The good sense of an illiterate soldier founded an useful and
liberal institution for the education of youth, and the support
of declining science.®® It was his intention that the arts of

1 Ut bene meritam in silvas jussit abire Innoxiam. Ammian. xxix. 3, and
Valesius ad locum.

%2 See the Code of Justinian, 1. viii. tit. Hi. leg. 2. Unusquisque sobolem suam
nutriat. Quod si exponendam putaverit animadversioni qu» constitute, et sub-
jacebit. For the present | shall not interfere in the dispute between Noodt and
Binkershoek; how far, or how long, this unnatural practice had been condemned
or abolisrlled by law, philosophy, and the more civilized state of society, [C. Theod.
ix. 14, 1.

 These salutary institutions are explained in the Theodosian Code, 1. xiii. t.
iii. Deprofessoribus et Medicis, and 1. xiv. tit. ix. De Studiis liberalibm Urbis Roma.
Besides our usual guide (Godefroy), we may consult Giannone (Istoria di Napoli,
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rhetoric and grammar should be taught in the Greek and
La*in languages in the metropolis of every province; and as
the size and dignity of the school was usually proportioned to
the importance of the city, the academies of Borne and Con-
stantinople claimed a just and singular pre-errinence. The
fragments of the literary edicts of Valentinian imperfectly
represent the school of Constantinople, which was gradually
improved by subsequent regulations. That school consisted of
thirty-one professors in different branches of learning. One
philosopher, and two lawyers; five sophistsand ten grammarians
for the Greek, and three orators and ten grammarians for the
Latin, tongue; besides seven scribes, or, as they were then
styled, antiquarians, whose laborious pens supplied the public
library with fair and correct copies of the classic writers. The
rule of conduct, which was prescribed to the students, is the
more curious, as it affords the first outlines of the form and
discipline of a modern university. It was required that they
should bring proper certificates from the magistrates of their
native province. Their names, professions, and places of abode
were regularly entered in a public register. The studious
youth were severely prohibited from wasting their time in
feasts or in the theatre; and the term of their education was
limited to the age of twenty. The prefect of the city was
empowered to chastise the idle and refractory, by stripes or ex-
pulsion; and he was directed to make an annual report to the
master of the offices, that the knowledge and abilities of the
scholars might be usefully applied to the public service. The
institutions of Valentinian contributed to secure the benefits of
peace and plenty; and the cities were guarded by the establish-
ment of the Defensors, freely elected as the tribunes and
advocates of the people, to support their rights and to expose
their grievances before the tribunals of the civil magistrates, or
even at the foot of the Imperial throne. The finances were
diligently administered by two princes, who had been so long
accustomed to the rigid economy of a private fortune; but in
the receipt and application of the revenue a discerning eye

torn. i. p. 105-111), who has treated the intera_inﬁ_ wubject with the zeal and
curiogity of a man of |etter s who studies his domestic history.

Cod. Theodos 1. i. tit. xi. with Goderoy's Paratition which diligently gleans
from the rest of the code
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might observe some difference between the government of the
East and of the West. Valens was persuaded that royal
liberality can ha supplied only be_supplied only by public and his
ambition never aspired to secure, by their actual distress, the
future strength and prosperity of his people. Instead of'in-
creasing the weight of taxes, which, in the space of forty years,
had been gradually doubled, he reduced, in the first years of
his reign, one-fourth of the tribute of the East.®* Valentinian
appears to have been less attentive and less anxious to relieve
the burthens of his people. He might reform the abuses of the
fiscal administration; but he exacted, without scruple, a very
large share of the private property; as he was convinced that
the revenues, which supported the luxury of individuals, would
be much more advantageously employed for the defence and
improvement of the state. The subjects of the East, who en-
joyed the present benefit, applauded the indulgence of their
prince. The solid, but less splendid, merit of Valentinian was
felt and acknowledged by the subsequent generation.66

But the most honourable circumstance of the character of
Valentinian is, the firm and temperate impartiality which he

gious . - A - .
toleration. T niformly preserved in an age of religious contention. His

strong sense, unenlightened, but uncorrupted, by study, declined,
with respectful indifference, the subtle questions of theological
debate. The government of the Earth claimed his vigilance
and satisfied his ambition; and, while he remembered that he
was the disciple of the church, he never forgot that he was the
sovereign of the clergy. Under the reign of an apostate, he
had signalised his zeal for the honour of Christianity: he
allowed to his subjects the privilege which he had assumed
for himself; and they might accept, with gratitude and con-
fidence, the general toleration which was granted by a prince
addicted to passion, but incapable of fear or of disguise®” The

®Three lines from Ammianus (xxxi. 14) countenance a whole oration of
Themigtius _(viii. p. 101-120), full of adulation, pedantry, and common-place
morality. The doquent M. Thomas (torn. i. p. 366-896) has amused himsdf with
pelebr_aélln t?leégrtues and genius of Themigtius, who was not unworthy of the age
in which he lived.

W%Zo.s'mus Liv.p. 202[c. 3]. Ammian. xxx. 9. His reformation of codtly
abusss might entitle him to the praise of: in provinoiales admodum parous
tributorum  unique molliens sarcinas. By some, his frugality was styled avarice
(Jerom,. Chron. p. 186). ) ) o ) o

~~ Tegdessunt legesamein oxordio I mperii mei dates_quibus unicuique quod
animo imbibisset colendi libera facultas tributa est.  Cod. Theodos 1. ix. tit. xvi.
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gagans, the Jews, and all the various sects which acknowledged
tne divjne authority of Christ were protected by the laws from
arbitrary power or popular insult; nor was any mode of wor-
ship prohibited by Vaientinian, except those secret and criminal
practices which abused the name of religion for the dark pur-
poses of vice and discorder The art of magic, as it was more
cruelly punished, was more strictly proscribed ; but the emperor
admitted a formal distinction to protect the ancient methods of
divination, which were approved by the senate and exercised by
the Tuscan haruspices. He had condemned, with the consent
of the most rational Pagans, the licence of nocturnal sacri-
fices ; but heimmediately admitted the petition of Preetextatus,
proconsul of Achaia, who represented that the life of the Greeks
would become dreary and comfortless, if they were deprived of
the invaluable blessing of the Eleusinian mysteries.  Philosophy
alone can boast (and perhaps it is no more than the boast of
philosophy), that her gentle hand is able to eradicate from the
human mind the latent and deadly principle of janaticism.
Hut this truce of twelve years, which was enforced by the wise
and vigorous government of Vaientinian, by suspending the re-
petition of mutual injuries, contributed to soften the manners,
and abate the prejudices, of the religious factions.

The friend of toleration was unfortunately placed at a dis- tance
tance from the scene of the fierest controversies. As soon as Arianiam,
the Christians of the West had extricated themselves from the auesthe
snares of the creed of Eimini, they happily relapsed into the A.D. 3738
slumber of orthodoxy; and the small remains of the Arian party
that still subsisted at Sirmium or Milan might be considered
rather as objects of contempt than of resentment. But in the
provinces of the East, from the Euxine to the extremity of
Thebais, the strength and numbers of the hostile factions were
more equally balanced; and this equality, instead of recom-
mending the counsels of peace, served only to perpetuate the
horrors of religious war. The monks and Tnshops supported
their arguments by invectives; and their invectives were some-
timesfollowed by blows. Athanasiusstill reigned at Alexandria;

leg. 9. To this dedlaration of Vaientinian we may add the various testimonies of
Ammianus (xxx. 9), Zosmus (1. iv. p. 204 [o. 3]), and Sozomen (1. vi. 0. 7, 21).
Baronius would naturally blame such rational toleration (Annal. Eodes A.D. 370,
No. 129-132, A.D. 376, No. 3, 4).
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the thrones of Constantinople and Antioch were occupied by
Arian prelates, and every episcopal vacancy was the occasion
of a popular tumult. The Jtlomoousians were fortified by the
r*Ondliation of fifty-nine Macedonian, or Semi-Arian, bishops;
but their secre® reluctance to embrace the divinity of the Hcffy
Ghost clouded the splendour of the triumph; and the declara-
tion of Valens, who, in the first years oi 'tisreign, had imitated
the imparted conduct of his brother, was an important victory
on the side of Arianism. The two brothers had passed their
private life in the condition of catechumens; but the piety of
Valens prompted him to solicit the sacrament of baptism, before
he exposed his person to the dangers of a Gothic war. He
naturally addressed himself to Eudoxus,®® bishop of the Imperial
city; and, if theignorant monarch was instructed by that Arian
pastor in the principles of heterodox theology, his misfortune,
rather than his guilt, was the inevitable consequence of his
erroneous choice.  Whatever had been the determination of the
emperor, he must have offended a numerous party of his Christian
subjects; as the leaders both of the Hornoousians and of tHe
Arians believed that, if they were not suffered to reign, they
were most cruelly injured and oppressed. After he had taken
this decisive step, it was extremely difficult for him to preserve
either the virtue or the reputation of impartiality. He never
aspired, like Constantius, to the fame of a profound theologian;
bub, as he had received with simplicity and respect the tenets of
Eudoxus, Valens resigned his conscience to the directior of his
ecclesiastical" guides, and promoted, by the influence of his
authority, the re-union of the Athanasian heretics to the body
of the catholic church. At first, he pitied their blindness; by
degrees he was provoked at their obstinacy; and he insensibly
hated those sectaries to whom he was an object of hatred.®
The feeble mind of Valens was always swayed by the persons
with whom. he familiarly conversed; and the exile or imprison-
ment of a private citizen are the favours the most readily granted

% Eudoxus was of a mild and timid disposition. When he baptized Valens
?A.D. 36‘%&16 must have been extremely old; since he had studied t eolo%y.fjfty-
ive gears ore, under Lucian, alearned and deQuS martyr. Philostorg. 1. ii. 0.
14-16,1. iv. c. 4, with Godefroy, p. 82, 206, and Tillemont, Me'm. Booless, torn. v. p.
474-480, <m

* Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. xxv. [ «83] p. 432 [ap. Migne, vol. 36, p. 217 sqq.
insultsthgg p(gryw:uting spi(rit of the A[rians], gs an |[r?Pallib e symptom gf erro?qa?w]el)

heresy.
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in adespotic court.  Such punishments were frequently inflicted

on the leaders of the Homoousian party; and the misfortune of
fourscore ecclesiastics of Constantinople, who, perhaps accident-
ally, were burnt on shipboard, was imputed to the cruel and
premeditated malice of the emperor and his Arian ministers.

In every contest, the catholics (if we may anticipate that name)
were obliged to pay tile penalty of their own faults and of those'

of their adversaries.' "In every election, the claims of the Arian
candidate obtained the preference; and if they were opposed

by the majority of the people, he was usually supported by the
authority of the civil magistrate, or even by the terrors of a
military force. The enemies of Athanasius attempted to disturb

the last years of his venerable age; and his temporary retreat to

his father's sepulchre has been celebrated as a fifth exile. But

the zeal of a great people who instantly flew to arms, intimi-
dated the praefect; and the archbishop was permitted to end
his*lfe*in peace and in glory, after a reign of forty-seven years.

The death of Athanasius was the signal of the persecution of Reath of
Egypt; and the Pagan minister of Valens, who forcibly seated ?%“%73
the worthless Lucius on the archiepiscopal throne, purchased May?2
the favour of the reigning party by the blood and sufferings of
their Christian brethren. The free toleration of the heathen
and Jewish worship was bitterly lamented, as a circumstance
which aggravated the misery of the catholics and the guilt of

the impious tyrant of the East.”

The triumph of the orthodox party has left a deep stain of J%Jssxpigeaof
persecution on the memory of Valens; and the character of acution
prince who derived his virtues, aswell as hisvices, from a feeble
understanding and a pusillanimous temper scarcely deserves the
labour of an apology. Yet candour may discover some reasons
to suspect that the ecclesiastical ministers of Valens often ex-
ceeded the orders, or even the intentions, of their master; and
that the real measure of facts has been very liberally magnified
by the vehement declamation and easy credulity of his antago-
nists.”* 1. The silence of Valentinian may suggest a probable
argument, that the partial severities, which were exercised

™ This sketoh of the ecolesiastioal government of Valens isdrawn from Socratel

(1. iv.); Sozomen (1. vi.), Theodoret (1. iv.), and the immense compilations of Tille
mont gpartlcularlytorn. vi. viii. and Ix.).

) Dr. Jortin (Remarks on Ecclesagtical History, val. iv. p. 78) has already con
oaived and intimated the Same suspicion.
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in the name and provinces of his colleague, amounted only .o
some obscure and inconsiderable deviations from the established
system of religious toleration; and the judicious historian, who
has praised the equal temper of the elder brother, Has net
thought himself obliged to contrast the tranquillity of the.West
with the cruel persecutionof the E.st.72. Whatever credit
may be allowed to vague and distant reports, the character, or
at least the behaviour, of Valens may be most distinctly seenin
his personal transactions with the eloquent "Basil, archbishop of
Caesarea, who had succeeded Athanasius in the management of
the Trinitarian cause.”® The circumstantial narrative has been
composed by the friends and admirers of Basil; and, as soon as
we have stripped away a thick coat of rhetoric and miracle, we
shall be astonished by the unexpected mildness of the Arian
tyrant, who admired the firmness of his character, or was
apprehensive, if he employed violence, of a general revolt in the
province of Cappadocia. The archbishop, who assertSd,'with
inflexible pride,” the truth of his opinions and the dignity of
his rank, was left in the free possession of his conscience and
his throne.  The emperor devoutly assisted at the solemn service
of the cathedral; and, instead of a sentence of banishment,
subscribed the donation of a valuable estate for the use of an
hospital which Basil had lately founded in the neighbourhood
of Caesarea™ 3. | am not able to discover that any law (such
as Theodosius afterwards enacted against the Arians) was pub-
lished by Valens against the Athanasian sectaries; and the

™ This reflection is so dbviouB and forcible that Orosius (1. vii. 0. 32,33) ddays
the persecution till after the death of Valentinian. Socrates on the other hand,
upposss (1. iii. [leg. iv.] c. 32) that it was zi)paased by a philosophical oration,
which Themisgtius pronounced in the year 374 (Orat. Xii. p. 154,in Latin only
{Greek in Dindorf's ed.]g_. Such contradictions diminish the evidence, and reduce
he term, of the persecution of Valens.
~ ™Tillemont, whom | follow and.abridge, has extracted (Mem. Eoeléshtorn,
viii. p._153-167) the mogt authentic circumdances from the Panegyrios of the two
Gregories. the brother, and the friend, of Basil. The letters of Basil himsdf
(Dupin, Bibliotheque Eoctesagtique, torn. ii. p. 155-180) do not present the image
of ayery lively persecution. ) )
- "Badlius C& sariends episoopus Cappadodes daruB habetur « . . qui multa
continentiae et ingenii bona uno duperbiee malo perdidit. This irreverent pa
is perfectly in the styleand character of St. Jerom. [t does not apﬁ/lear in S_callgﬁr S
edition of” his Chronicle; but Isaac Vossus found it in some old Mss. which had
ggtg]been reformed by the monks [ad ann. 2392, ¢p. note in Migne's edition, 8, p.
~ " ®This noble and charitable foundation (almost a new city) surpassed in merit,
if not in.greatness, the pyramids, or the walls of Babylon. It was principally in-
tended for the reception of lepers (Greg. Nazianzen, Orat. xx. [ = 43] p. 439 [c. 63]).
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edict which excited the most violent clamours may not appear
so extremely reprehensible. The emperor had observed that
several of his subjects, gratifying their lazy disposition under
the pretence of religion, Tiad associated themselves with the
monks of Egypt; and he directed*the count of the East to drag
them from their solitude; and to compel those deserteys of
society to accept the fair alternative of renouncing their tem-
poral possessions or of discharging the public duties of men and
citizens.”® The ministers of Valens seem to have extended the
sense of this penal statute, since they claimed aright of enlist-
ing the young and able-bodied monks in the Imperial armies.
A detachment of cavalry and infantry, consisting of three thou-
sand men, marched from Alexandria into the adjacent desert
of JSTitria*,” which was peopled by five thousand monks. The
soldiers were conducted by Arian priests; and it is reported
that a considerable slaughter was made in the monasteries
which disobeyed the commands of their sovereign.”

The strictregulationswhich have been framed by the wisdom .Valelgin-
of modern legislators to restrain the wealth and avarice of the réarllrg%t&le
clergy may be originally deduced from the example of the fh %%gy.
emperor Valeptinian. Hisedict’® addressed to Damasus, bishop AD
of Borne, was publicly read in the churches of the city. He
admonished the ecclesiastics and monks not to frequent the
houses of widows and virgins; and menaced their disobedience
with the animadversion of the civil judge.  The director was no
longer permitted to receive any gift, or legacy, or inheritance,
from the liberality of his spiritual daughter; every testament
contrary to this edict was declared null and void; and the illegal
donation was confiscated for the use of the treasury. By a

" Cod. Theodos. 1. xii. tit. i. leg. 63. Godefray (torn. iv. p. 409-413) performs
the duty of a commentator and advocate  Tillemont (Mem. Ecctes torn. viii. p.
808) supposes a ssoond law to excuse his orthodox friends, who had misrepresented
the edict of Valens and suppressad the liherty of choice )

Se D'Anville, Description de PEgypte p. 74. Hereafter | shall condder the

monaglic ingtitutions. ] . ]

° Socrates, 1. iv. €. 24, 25. Orosus 1. vii. ¢. 33. Jerom in Chron. p. 189, and
Cam. ii, p. 212" The monks of Egypt performed many mirades, which prove the
truth of their faith. Bight, says Jortin (Remarks, vol. iv. p. 79), but what proves
the truth of those miracles ?

®Cod. Theodos 1. xvi, tit. ii. leg. 20, Godefroy (torn. vi. p. 49), after the
example of Baronius, impartially colletsall that the father shave said on the subject
of this important law; whose Spirit was long afterwards revived by the emperor
Frederio I'l ., Edward |. of England, and other Christian princes who reagned
after the twelfth century.
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subsequent regulation it should seem that the same provisions
were extended to nuns and bishops ; and that all persons of the
ecclesiastical order were rendered incapable of receiving any
testamentary gifts, and strictly confined to the natural and legal
rights of inheritance. As the guardian of domestic happiness
and virtue, Valentinian applied this severe remedy to the grow-
ing evil. In the capital of the empire, the females of noble and
opulent houses possessed a very ample share of independent
property; and many of those devout females had embraced the
doctrines of Christianity, not only with the cold assent of the
understanding, but with the warmth of affectiony and perhaps
with the eagerness of fashion. They sacrificed the pleasures of
dress and luxury; and renounced, for the praise of chasity, the
soft endearments of conjugal society. Some ecclesiastic, of real
or apparent sanctity, was chosen to direct their timorous
conscience and to amuse the vacant tenderness of their heart:
and the unbounded confidence which they hastily bestowed was
often abused by knaves and enthusiasts; who hastened from the
extremities of the East to enjoy, on a splendid theatre, the
privileges of the monastic profession. By their contempt of the
world, they insensibly acquired its most desirable a advantages;

the lively attachment, perhaps, of ayoung and beautiful woman,
the delicate plenty of an opulent household, and the respectful
homage of the slaves, the freedmen, and the clients of a
senatorial family. The immense fortunes of the Eoman ladies
were gradually consumed in lavish aims and expensive pilgrim-
ages; and the artful monk, who had assigned himself the first
or possibly the sole place in the testament of his spiritual
daughter, still presumed to declare, with the smooth face of
hypocrisy, that he was only the instrument otcharity and the
steward of the poor. The lucrative, but disgraceful”, trade®
which was exercised by the clergy to defraud the expectations
of the natural heirs had provoked the indignation of a super-
stitious age; and two of the most respectable of the Latin
fathers very honestly confess that the ignominious edict of

P The expresions which | have ussd are temperate and feeble, if compared
with the vehement invectives of Jerom (torn. i. p. 13, 45, 144, <ftc). In histurn
he was reproached with the quilt which he imputed to his brother monks; and
the Sceleratus, the Versipellis, was publicly accused as the lover of the widow
Paula (torn. il. (P 368).  He undoubtedly “possessd the affections both of the
mother and the daughter; but he dedares that he never abused his influence to
any sdfish or sensual purpose
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"Vblentinian was just and necessary; and that the Christian priests
had deserved to lose a privilege which was still enjoyed by
comedians, charioteers, and the ministers of idols. But the
wisdom and authority of the legislator are seldom victorious in
a contest with the vigilant dexterity of private interest; and
Jerom or Ambrose might patiently acquiesce in the justice of
an ineffectual or salutary law. If the ecclesiastics were checked
in the pursuit of personal emolument, they would exert a more
laudable industry to increase the wealth of the church, and
dignify their covetousness with the specious names of pjetv and
patriotism?

Joamasus, bishop of Eome, who was constrained to stigma-*~}JJJ,
tize the avarice of his clergy by the publication of the law of otnames
Valentinian, had the good sense or the good fortune to engage in of Rom
his service the zeal and abilities of the learned Jerom; and the
grateful saint has celebrated the merit and purity of a very
ambiguous character.®  But the splendid vices of the church of
Borne, under the reign of Valentinian and Damasus, have been
curiously observed by the historian Ammianus, who delivers his
impartial sense in these expressive words: " The prefecture of
"Juventius83 was accompanied with peace and plenty; but the
tranquillity of his government was soon disturbed by a bloody
sedition of the distracted people. The ardour of Damasus and
Ursinus, to seize the episcopal seat, surpassed the ordii*ary
‘memre of hmam ambition. They contended with the rage
of party; the quarrel was maintained by the wounds and death
of their followers; and the preefect, unable to resist or to appease
the tumult, was constrained, by superior violence, to retire
into the suburbs. Damasus prevailed: the well-disputed vic-
tory remained on the side of his faction; one hundred and
thirty-seven dead bodies84 were found in the Basilica of Sici-

¥pudet dicere, saoerdotes idolorum, mimi et auri e sorta, hexreditates
capiunt; solis clerids ao monochis hao [hoc] lege prohibetur. Et non prohibetur
a pescutoribus sad a prinoipibus Chrigtianis.  Nee de lege queror; sd ddeo
our meruerimtts hanc legem. Jerom (torn. i. p. 13) disreetly insnuates the
sore,_policy of his patron Damasus ) -
®Three words of Jerom, sanctae memoriae Damasus (torn. ii. p. 109), wash
away all his sains, and blind the devout eyes of Tillenont (Mem. Ecctes torn
viii. g, 38642(‘7, [A cdllection of the epigrams of Damasus has been edited by Ihm»|
BBead iventius with the Mss o ) ) T
erom himsdf is forced to allow, cruddisimse interfectiones divers sexus
perperates (in Chron. p. 186). But an original libel or petition of two presbyters
of the adverse party has unaccountably exaped. They affirm that the doors of
the Badlica were burnt, and that the roof was untiled; that Damasus marched at
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ninus,®® wherethe Christians hold theirrel igiousassemblies; aud
it was long before the angry minds of the people resumed thgir
accustomed tranquillity. When | consider the splendour of the
capital, | am not astonished that so valuable a prize should
inflame the desires of ambitious men, and produce the fiercest
and most obstinate contests.  The succespful candidate is secure
that he will be enriched by the offerings of matrons; » that, as
soon as his dress is composed with becoming care and elegance,
he may proceed, in his chariot, through th~ streets of Eome;®’
and that the sumptuousness of the Imperial table will not equal
the profuse and delicate entertainments provided by the taste,
and at the expense, of the Roman pontiffs. How much more
rationally (continues the honest Pagan) would those pontiffs
consult their true happiness, if, instead of alleging the greatness
of the city as an excuse for their manners, they would imitate
the exemplary life of some provincial bishops, whose temperance
and sobriety, whose mean apparel and downcast |ooks, recom-
mended their pure and modest virtue to the Deity and his true
worshippers.”®®  The schism of Damasus and Ursinus was
extinguished by the exile of the latter; and the wisdom of the
pragfect Praetextatus®® restored the tranquillity of the city.

the head of his own clergy, grave-diggers, charioteers, and hired gladiators;
that none of his party were killed, but that one hundred and sixty dead bodies were
found. This petition is published by the P. Sirmond, in the first volume of his
works.

®The Basilica of Sicininus, or Liberius, is probably the church of Sancta
Maria Maggiore, on the Esquiline hill. Baronius, A.D. 367, No. 3; and Donatus,
Jtoma Antiqua et Nova, 1. iv. ¢. 3, p. 462. [It is disputed whether the Baslica
|t|ber|ana was a new bwldmg or a reconstruction of the Basilica Sicinina.}

% The enemies of Damasus styled him Auriscalpius Matronarum, the ladies'
ear- scratcher

8" Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. xxxii. [= 42] p. 526 [c. 24]) describesthe pride and
luxury of the prelates who reigned in the imperial cities; their gilt car, fiery steeds,
numeroustram < The crowd gave way as to a wild beast.

8 Ammian. xxvii. 3. Perpetuo Numini, verisque gjus cultoribus. The incom-
parable pliancy of a Polytheist!

Ammianus, who makes a fair report of his prefecture (xxvii. 9), styles him
predlarse indolis gravitatisque senator (xxii. 7, and Vales, ad loc). A curious
inscription (Gruter MCII. No. 2) records, in two columns, his religious and civil
honours. In one line he was Pontiff of the Sun, and of Vesta, Augur, Quindecemvir,
Hierophant, & c, &c. Inthe other, 1. Quaestor oandidatus, more probably titular.
2. Pregtor. 3. Corrector of Tuscany and Umbria. 4. Consular of Lusitania.
5. Proconsul of Achaia, 6. Prefect of Borne. 7. Praetorian prafect of Italy.
8. Of Illyricum. [This is incorrect: the writer states that he was Prat. Praef.
Italiae et Blyrici*—which formed one prefecture.  See above, vol. ii. Appendix 14.]
9. Consul elect; but he died before the beginning of the year 385. See Tillemont,
Hist, des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 241, 786. [See C. |. L. 6, 1778. Cp. 1777 and
1779, of which the latter contains a most remarkable iambic and pagan poem to
his wife Paulina.]
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PraJiextatus was a philosophic Pagan, a man of |earning, of taste,
and politeness; who disguised a reproach in the form of a Jest.
when he assured Damasus that, if he "could obtain the bishopric
of Borne, he himself would immediately embrace the Christian
religion.”® This lively picture of the wealth and luxury of the
popes in the fourth century becomes the more curious as it
represents the intermediate degree between the humble poverty
of the apostolic fisherman and the royal state of a temporal
prince whose dominions extend from the confines of Naples to
the banks of the Po.

When the suffrage of the generals and of the army com- Foreign
mitted the sceptre of the Roman empire to the hands of NIV o
Valentinian, his reputation in arrag, his military skill And
experience, and his rigid attachment to the form, as well as
spirit, of sprit, of discipline, were the principal motives o their
judicious choice. The eagerness of the troops who pressed him
to nommate his colleague was justified by the dangerous situa-
tion of public affairs; and Valentinian himself was conscious
that the abilities of the most active mind were unequal to the
defence of the distant frontiers of an invaded monarchy. As
soon as the death of Julian had relieved the Barbarians from
the terror of his name, the most sanguine hges of rapine and
conquest excited the nations of the East, and of the North, and
of the South. Their inroads were often vexatious, and some- a.p. sss375
times formidable; but, during the twelve years of the reign of
Valentinian, his firmness and vigilance protected his own
dominions; and his powerful genius seemed to inspire and
direct the feeble counsels of his brother. Perhaps the method
of annals would more forcibly express the urgent and divided
cares of the two emperors; but the attention of the reader,
likewise, would be distracted by a tedious and desultory narra-
tive. A separate view of the five great theatres of war: 1.
Germany; | |. Britain; I11. Africa; 1V. The East; and, V.

The Danube; will impress amore distinct image of themilitary
state of the empire under the reigns of Valentinian and Valens.

I. The ambassadors of the Alemanni had been offended by . cer-

the harsh and haughty behaviour of Utsacius, master of the?ﬂf\e“r'ﬁanme

lavele
au
% Facite me Roman urbis episoopum; et ero protinus Christianas (Jerom, torn, A>-

ii. p. 165). It is morethan probable that Damasus would not have purchased his
conversion at such aprice.

voL. m.—3
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offices;** who, by an act of unseasonable parsimony, had dimen-
ished the value, as well as the quantity, of the presents to which
they were entitled, either from custom ortreaty, onthe accession
of anew emperor. They expressed, and they communicated to
their countrymen, their strong sense of the national affront.
The irascible minds of the chiefs were exasperated by the sus-
picion of contempt; and the martial youth crowded to their
standard. Before Valentinian could pass the Alps, the villages
of Gaul were in flames; before his genera’ Dagalaiphus could
encounter the Alemanni, they had secured the captives and the
spoil in the forests of Germany. In the beginning of the en-
suing year, the military force of the whole nation, in deep and
solid columns, broke through the barrier of the Rhine, during
the severity of a northern winter. Two Roman counts were
defeated and mortally wounded; and the standard of the Heruli
and Batavians fell into the hands of the conquerors, who dis-
played, with insulting shouts and menaces, the trophy of their
victory. The standard was recovered; but the Batavians had
not redeemed the shame of their disgrace and flight in the eyes
of their severe judge. It was the opinion of Valentinian that
his soldiers must learn to fear their commander, before they
could cease to fear the enemy. The troops were solemnly as-
sembled; and the trembling Batavians were inclosed within
the circle of the Imperial army. Valentinian then ascended
his tribunal; and, as if he disdained to punish cowardice with
death, he inflicted a stain of indelible ignominy on the officers
whose misconduct and pusillanimity were found to be the first
occasion of the defeat. The Batavians were degraded from
their rank, stripped of their arms, and condemned to be sold
for dlaves to the highest bidder. At this tremendous sentence
the troops fell prostrate on the ground, deprecated the indigna-
tion of their sovereign, and protested that, if he would indulge
them in another trial, they would approve themselves not
unworthy of the name of Romans, and of his soldiers. Valen-
tinian, with affected reluctance, yielded to their entreaties:
the Batavians resumed their arms, and, with their arms, the
invincible resolution of wiping away their displacein_the blood

~ 9Ammian. xxvi. 5. Valesius adds a long and good note on the master of the
offices [For the chronodlogy of these campal%ns, e Reiche, Chronologic der ssohs
letzten Biioher des Am mi anus Marodlinus, 889;0%21. Saak's article in Hermes, 41
(1906), on which s above, val, ii. Appendix X, p. 064.]



cHAP, xxv] OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE 85

pf the Alemanni.®? The principal command was declined by

Dagalaiphus; and that experienced general, who had repre-
sented, perhaps with too much prudence, the extreme difficulties

of the Undertaking, had the mortification, before the end of

the campaign, of seeing his rival 'Jovinus convert those diffi-
culties into a decisive advantage over the scattered forces of

the Barbarians. At the head of a well-disciplined army of Their
cavalry, infantry, and light troops, Jovinus advanced, withiap. 364
cautious and rapid steps, to Scarponna,® in the territory of coha-
Metz, where he surprised a large division of the Alemanni, peigne]
before they had time to run to their arms, and flushed his
soldiers with the confidence of an easy and bloodless victory.
Another division, or rather army, of the enemy, after the cruel
and wanton devastation of the adjacent country, reposed them-
selves on the shady banks of the Moselle. Jovinus, who had
viewed the ground with the eyes of a general, made his silent
approauii through a deep and woody vale, till he could distinctly
perceive the indolent security of the Germans. Some were
bathing their huge limbs in the river; others were combing
their long and flaxen hair; others again were swallowing large
draughts of rich and delicious wine. On a sudden they heard
the sound of the Eoman trumpet; they saw the enemy in their
camp. Astonishment produced disorder disorder wasfollowed
try flight and dismay; and the confused multitude of the bravest
warriors was pierced by the swords and javelins of the legion-
aries and auxiliaries] The fugitives escaped to the third and
most considerable camp, in the Catalaunian plains, near Chalons

in Champagne: the straggling detachments were hastily re-
called to their standard; and the Barbarian chiefs, alarmed and
admonished by the fate of their companions, prepared to en-
counter, in a decisive battle, the victorious forces of the lieu-
tenant of Valentinian. The bloody and obstinate conflict
lasted a whole summer's day, with equal valour, and with
alternate success. The Romans at length prevailed with the

ANAmmian. xxvii. 1. Zosimus, 1. iv. p. 208 [c. 9]. The disgrace of the Bata-
vians is suppressed by the contemporary soldler from a regard for military honour,
wh|ch could not affect a Greek rhetorician of the succeeding age.

% See D'Anville, Notice de I'Anoienne Gaule, p. 587. Thename of the Moselle,
which is not specified by Ammianus, is clearly understood by Masoou (Hist, of the
ancient Germans, vii. 2). [Dagalaiphus did take the command, but was reoalled
to enter on the consuiate as colleague of Gratian. ]
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loss of about twelve hundred men. Six thousand of the
Alemanni were slain, four thousand were wounded; and the
brave Jovinus, after chasing the flying remnant of their host
as far as the banks of the Rhine, returned to Paris, to receive
the applause of his sovereign and the ensigns of the consulship
for the ensuing year.®® The triumph of the Romans was
indeed sullied by their treatment of the captive king, whom
they hung on a gibbet without the knowledge of their in-
dignant general. This disgraceful act of cruelty which might
be imputed to the fury of the troops, was followed by the
deliberate murder of Withicab, the son of Vadomair; a German
prince, of a weak and sickly constitution, but of a daring and
formidable spirit. The domestic assassin was instigated and
protected by the Eomans;”® and the violation of the laws of
humanity and justice betrayed their secret apprehension of the
weakness of the declining empire. The use of the dagger is
seldom adopted in public councils, as long as they retain any
confidence in the power of the sword.

While the Alemanni appeared to be humbled by their re-
cent calamities, the pride of Valentinian was mortified by the
unexpected surprisal of Moguntiacum, or Mentz, the principal
city of the Upper Germany. In the unsuspicious moment of
a Christian festival, Eando, a bold and artful chieftain, who had
long meditated his attempt, suddenly passed the Ehine; entered
the defenceless town, and retired with a multitude of captives
of either sex. Valentinian resolved to execute severe venge-
ance on the whole body of the nation. Count Sebastian, with
the bands of Italy and Illyricum, was ordered to invade their
country, most probably on the side of Ehaetia. The emperor
in person, accompanied by his son Gratian, passed the Ehine
at the head of a formidable army, which was supported on
both flanks by Jovinus and Severus, the two masters-general
of the cavalry and infantry of the West. The Alemanni, un-
able to prevent the devastation of their villages, fixed their camp

% The battles are described by Ammiarms (xxvii. 2), and by Zosimus (1. iv. p.
209 0. 9]), who supposss V al entinian to have been present.

_ "Studio solicitante nostrorum, occubuit. Ammian. xxvii, 10. [This murder
did not happen in 366, as might be inferred from the text, but (1) begi!nnl ng of 368
(Sievers), or (2% summer 368 (Reiche), or (3) autumn 368 (Maurer). illemont put
it at end of 367, and aso the surprlsa'l of Mainz, with which it was doubtless con-
nected. But cp. Reiche, p. 23]
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on a lofty, and almost inaccessible, mountain, in the modern
duchy of Wirtemberg, and resolutely expected the approach of
the Romans. Thelife of Valentinian was exposed to imminent
danger by the intrepid curiosity with which he persisted to ex-
plore some secret and unguarded path. A troop of Barbarians
suddenly rose from their ambuscade; and the emperor, who
vigorously spurred his horse down a steep and slippery descent,
was obliged to leave behind him his armour-bearer, and his
helmet, magnificently enriched with gold and precious stones.
At the signal of the general assault, the Roman troops encom-
passed and ascended the mountain of Solicinium on three
different sides. Every step which they gained increased their
ardour and abated the resistance of the enemy; and, after their
united forces had occupied the summit of thehill, they impetu-
ously urged the Barbarians down the northern descent where
Coun* Sebastian was posted to intercept their retreat. After
this signal victory, Valentinian returned to his winter-quarters
at Treves; where he indulged the public joy by the exhibition
of splendid and triumphal games® But the wise monarch, in-
stead of aspiring to the conquest of Germany, confined his atten-
tion to the important and laborious defence of the Gallic frontier,
against an enemy whose strength was renewed by a stream of
daring volunteers, which incessantly flowed from the most
distant tribes of the North.?” The banks of the Rhine, from
its source to the straits of the ocean, were closely planted with
strong castles and convenient towers; new works, and new
arms, were invented by the ingenuity of a prince who was
skilled in the mechanical arts; and his numerous levies of
Eoman and Barbarian youth were severely trained in all the
exercises of war. The progress of the work, which was some-
times opposed by modest representations, and sometimes by

% The expedition of Valentinian is related by Ammianus (xxvii. 10); and
celebrated by Ausonius (Mosell. 421, Ac), who foolishly supposes that the Bomans
were ignorant of the sources of the Danube. [As Smith points out, Ausonius only
says, ;unknown to Boman annals,” Latiis ignoturn annalibus.] )
~ 7 “'Immanis eniin natio, jam inde ab” incunabulis primis varietate casuum
imminuta; |ta§aus adolescit, ut fuisse longis saeculis eestimetur in tact a. Ammian.
xxviii. 5. The Count de Buat (Hist, des Peuples de I'Europe, tom. vi. p. 370) a&s
cribes the fecundity of the Alemanni to their easy adoption of strangers. [[For the
activity of Valentinian in the defence of the fronfiers, cp. an inscription on the con-
struction of the Oastra of Salva (365-367 A.D.), i n Ephem. Epig. 2, p. 389, andO. |. L.
3, suppl. 10596; dso C. | L. 3, 5670 a and 3771.f
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hostile attempts, secured the tranquillity of Gaul during the
nine subsequent years of the administration of Valentinian.?®
The Bur- That prudent emperor, who diligently practised the wise
é;’[é‘ldg!%{‘s' maxims of Diocletian, was studious to foment and excite the
intestine divisions of the tribes of Germany. About the middle
of the fourth century, the countries, perhaps of Lusace and
Thuringia, on either side of the Elbe were occupied by the
vague dominion of the BURGUNDIANS: a warlike and numerous
people of the Vandal race,” whose obscurs name insensibly
swelled into a powerful kingdom, and has finally settled on a
flourishing province. Themost remarkable circumstance in the
ancient manners of the Burgundians appears to have been the
difference of their civil and ecclesiastical constitution. The
appellation of Hendinos was given to the king or general, and
the title of Snistus to the high priest, of the nation. The
person of the priest was sacred, and his dignity perpetual; but
the temporal government was held by a very precarious tenure.
If the events of war accused the courage or conduct of the king,
he was immediately deposed; and the injustice of his subjects
made him responsible for the fertility of the earth and the
regularity of the seasons, which seemed to fall more properly
within the sacerdotal department.*® The disputed possession
of some salt-pits’® engaged the Alemanni and the Burgundians
in frequent contests: the latter were easily tempted by the
secret solicitations and liberal offers of the emperor; and their
fabulous descent from the Roman soldiers who had formerly
been left to garrison the fortresses of Drusus was admitted with
mutual credulity, as it was conducive to mutual interest.'%

% Ammian. xxviii. 2. Zosimus, 1. iv. p. 214 [c. 16]. The younger Victor
mentions the mechanioal genius of Valentinian, nova arma meditari; fingere terra
seu||m05|mu|acra[Ep|t 45].

"Bellicosos et pubis immense viribus affiuentes; et ideo metuendos finitimis
universis. Ammian. xxviii. 5. [Pliny represented them as a subdivision of the
Vandallc branch. They were closely allied to the Goths and Vandals.]

1007 am always apt to suspect historians and travellers of improving extraordinary
facts into general laws. Ammianus ascribes a similar custom to Egypt; and the
Chinese have imputed it to the Tatsin, or Roman empire (de Guignes, Hist, des
Hunsitorn ii.parti.p.79).

% Salinarum finiumgue causaAlemannis sape jurgabant. Ammian. xxviii. 5.
Possibly they disputed the possession of the Sola, a river which produced salt, and
which had been the object of ancient contention. Tacit. Annal. xiii. 57, and
L|p5|us ad loc.

192 jam inde temporibus priscis sobolem se esse Romanam Burgundii sciunt:
and the vague tradition gradually assumed a more regular form. Oros. 1. vii. o.
32. It isannihilated by the decisive authority of Pliny, who composed the history
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An army of fourscore thousand Burgundians soon appeared on
the banks of the Rhine; and impatiently required the support
and subsidies which Valentinian had promised; but they were
amused with excuses and delays, till at length, after afruitless
expectation, they were compelled to retire. The arms and
fortifications of the Gallic frontier checked the fury of their
just resentment; and their massacre of the captives served to
embitter the hereditary feud of the Burgundians and the Ale-
manni. The inconstancy of a wise prince may, perhaps, be
explained by some alteration of circumstances; and perhaps
it was the original design of Valentinian to intimidate rather
than to destroy, as the balance of power would have been
equally overturned by the extirpation of either of the German
nations. Among theprinces of the Alemanni, Macrianus, who,
with a Eoman name, had assumed the arts of a soldier and a
statesman, deserved his hatred and esteem.  The emperor him-J[AD. 371
self, with a light and unencumbered band, condescended to
pass the Ehine, marched fifty milesinto the country, and would
infallibly have seized the object of his pursuit, if his judicious
measures had not been defeated by the impatience of the
troops. Macrianus was afterwards admitted to the honour of a
personal conference with the emperor; and the favours which
he received fixed him, till the hour of his death, a steady and
sincere friend of the republic.'®
The land was covered by the fortifications of Valentinian; The

but the sea-coast of Gaul and Britain was exposed to the depre-
dations of the Saxons. That celebrated name, in which we
have a dear and domestic interest, escaped the notice of Tacitus;
and in the maps of Ptolemy it faintly marks the narrow neck
of the Cimbric peninsula and three small islands towards the
mouth of the Elbe.’® This contracted territory, the present

of Drusus, and served in Germany (Plin. Securid. Epist. iii. 5) within sixty years
after the death of that hero. Qermanorum genera quinque ; Vindili, quorum pars
BurguiuMones, Ac. Hist. Natur. iv. 28.

1B The wars and negotiations relative to the Burgundians and Alemanni are
distinctly related by Ammianus Marcellinus (xxviii. 5, xxix. 4, xxx. 3). Orosius
(1. vii. c. 82) and the Chronicles of Jerom and Oassiodorius fix some dates and add
some circumstances.

KM »£;j )>y avx*varris KifiOpncrjt X*9VA\FO% Tg dtovcs, At the northern extremity
of the peninsula (the Cimbric promontory of Pliny, iv. 27) Ptolemy fixes the
remnant of the Cimbri. He fills the interval between the Saxons and the Cimbri
with six obscure tribes, who were united, as early as the sixth century, under the
national appellation of Danes, See Claver. German. Antiqg. 1. iii. c. 21, 22, 23.



40 THE DECLINE AND FALL [cHAP. XXV

Duchy of Sleswig, or perhaps of Holstein, was incapable of
pouring forth the inexhaustible swarms of Saxons who reigned
over the ocean, who filled the British island with their language,
their laws, and their colonies; and who so long defended the
liberty of the North against the arms of Charlemagne.'® The
solution of thisdifficulty is easily derived from thesimilar manners
and loose constitution of the tribes of Germany; which were
blended with each other by the slightest accidents of war or
friendship.  The situation of the native Savons disposed them
to embrace the hazardous professions of fishermen and pirates;
,andthe success of their first adventures would naturally excite
the emunation of their bravest countrymen, who werelmpatient
of the gloomy solitude of their woods and mountains. Every
tide might float down the Elbe whole fleets of canoes, filled
with hardy and intrepid associates, who aspired to behold the
unbounded prospect of the ocean and to taste the wealth and
luxury of unknown worlds. It should seem probable, nowever,
that the most numerous auxiliaries of the Saxons were furnished
by the nations who dwelt along the shores of the Baltic. They
possessed arms and ships, the art of navigation, and the habits
of naval war; but the difficulty of issuing through the northern
columns of Hercules (which during several months of the year
are obstructed with ice) confined their skill and courage within
the limits of a spacious lake® The rumour of the successful
armaments which sailed from the mouth of the Elbe would soon
provoke them to cross the narrow isthmus of Sleswig and to
launch their vessels on the great sea.  The various troops of
pirates and adventurers who fought under the same standard
were insensibly united in a permanent society, at first of rapine,
and afterwards of government. A military confederation was
gradually moulded into a national body, by the gentle operation
of marriage and consanguinity; and the adjacent tribes, who
solicited the alliance, accepted the name and laws of the
Saxons. If the fact were not established by the most un-
questionable evidence, we should appear to abuse the credulity

1% M. d'Anville (Etablissement des Etatsde ' Europe, <&, p. 19-26) has marked
the egensive limits of the Saxon¥10f Charlemagne.

The fleet [sic] of Drusus had failed in their attempt to pass or even to ap-
proach, the Sound (&yled, from an obvious ressmblance, the columns of Her cules);
and the naval enterprise was never resumed (Tacit, de Moribus German, c. 84).
The knomedge which the Bomans acquired of the naval gcwersof the Baltic (c.
44, 467 was obtained by their land journeysin search of amber.
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of our readers by the description of the vessds in which the
Saxon pirates ventured to sport in the waves of the German
Ocean, the British Channel, and the Bay of Biscay. The keel
of their large flat-bottomed boats was framed of light timber,
but the sides and upper work consisted only of wicker, with a
covering of strong hides'® In the course of their slow and
distant navigations, they must always have been exposed to the
danger, and very frequently to the misfortune, of shipwreck;
and the naval ann?s of the Saxons were undoubtedly filled with
the accounts of the losses which they sustained on the coasts of
Britain and Gaul. But the daring spirit of the pirates braved
the perils, both of the sea and of the shore; their skill was
confirmed by the habits of enterprise; the meanest of their
mariners was alike capable of handling an oar, of rearing a sail,
or of conducting a vessel; and the Saxons rejoiced in,the ap-
pearance of a tempest, which concealed their design, and dis-
persed the fleets of the enemy.'®  After they had acquired an
accurate knowledge of the maritime provinces of the West, they
extended the scene of their depredations, and the most se
questered places had no reason to presume on their security.
The Saxon boats drew so little water that they could easily pro-
ceed fourscore or an hundred miles up the great rivers; their
weight was so inconsiderable that they were transported on
waggons from one river to another; and the pirates who had
entered the mouth of the Seine or of the Rhine, might descend, A.D.m
with the rapid stream of the Rhone, into the Mediterranean.
Under the reign of Valentinian, the maritime provinces of Gaul
were afflicted by the Saxons: amilitary count was stationed for
the defence of the seacoast, or Armorican limit; and that
officer, who found his strength, or his abilities, unequal to the

7 Quin et Aremoricus piratam Saxona tractus
perabat; cui pelle salum suloare Britannum
Ludus et assuto glaucum mare findere lembo. ]
] o ) Sidon. in Panegyr. Avit. 369.
The genius of Cesar imitated, for a particular service, these rude, but light
vessals, which were likewise used by the natives of Britain (Comment, de Bell.
Civil, i. 51, and Guichardt, Nouveaux M”moires Militaires, torn. ii. p. 41, 42).
The Byitish vessels would now astonish the genius of Caesar. o
" The best original account of the Saxon pirates may be found in Sidonius
Apollinaris (L viii. epist. 6, p. 223, edit. Sirmond.), and the best commentary in
the Abbd' du Bos (Hist. Critique de la Monarchie Francoise, & ¢, torn. i. 1. i. 0. 16,
p. 148-155. Seelikewise p. 77, 78). [The Saxons made settlements in the north of
Gaul, for instanoe at Bayeux (Saxones Baiocassini); op. Gregory of Tours, Hist.
Franc, ii. 18,19; v. 26
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task, implored the assistance of Severus, master-general of the
infantry. The Saxons, surrounded and out-numbered, were
forfced to relinquish their spoil, and to yield a select band of
their tall and robust youth to serve in the Imperial armies.
They stipulated only a ssfe and honourable retreat: and the
condition was readily granted by the Roman general; who
meditated an act of perfidy,’® imprudent as it was inhuman,
while a Saxon remained alive, and in arms, to revenge the fate
of his countrymen. The premature eagerness of the infantry,
who were secretly posted in a deep valley, betrayed the am-
buscade; and they would perhaps have fallen the victims of
their own treachery, if a large body of cuirassiers, alarmed by
the noise of the combat, had not hastily advanced to extricate
their companions and to overwhelm the undaunted valour of the
Saxons. Some of the prisoners were saved from the edge of
the sword, to shed their blood in the amphitheatre: and the
orator Symmachus complainsthat twenty-nine of those desperate
savages, by strangling themselves with their own hands, had
disappointed the amusement of the public. Yet the polite and
philosophic citizens of Eome were impressed with the deepest
horror, when they were informed that the Saxons consecrated
to the gods the tythe of their human spoil; and that they ascer-
tained by lot the objects of the barbarous sacrifice.™

”ﬁB"The I'I. The fabulous colonies of Egyptians and Trojans, of
g\ggand Scandinavians and Spaniards, which flattered the pride, and
anus ed the credulity, of our rude ancestors, have insensibly
vanished in the light of science and philosophy.111 The present
ageissatisfied with thesimpleand rational opinion that theislands
of Great Britain and Ireland were gradually peopled from the
adjacent continent of Gaul. From the coast of Kent to the
extremity of Caithnessand Ulster, the memory of a Celtic origin

1° Ammian. géxviii. 5) judtifies this breach of faith to pirates and robbers; and
?ro_su_s (L vii. c. 32) more dlearly eqresss their real guilt: virtute atque agilitate
errihjiles.

b Symmachus (L. ii. epid. 46) still presumes to mention the sacred names of
Socrates and philosophy.  Sidonius, bishop of Clermont, m(l)?ht condemn (L. viii.
Q)ISZ.6H§15] with leSsincongstency the human sacrifices of the Saxons.

m In the beginning of the lagt century the learned Cambden wes dbliged to
undermine, with respectful soepticigm, the romance of Brutus the Trojan, who is
now buried in slent oblivion with Scota, the daughter of Pharaoh, and her numer-
ous proﬂeng. Yet | am informed, that some champions of the Milesian colony
may <till be found among the original natives of Ireland. A people disstidfied
with their presnt condition grap at any visons of their past or future glory.
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was distinctly preserved, in the perpetual resemblance of lan-
guage, of religion, and of manners; and the peculiar characters
of the British tribes might be naturally ascribed to theinfluence
of accidental and local circumstances™® The Roman province
was reduced to the state of civilized and peaceful servitude ; the
rights of savage freedom were contracted to the narrow limits of
Caledonia. The inhabitants of that northern region were di-
vided, as early as the reign of Constantine, between the two
great tribes of the scots and of the picTs,**® who have since ex-
perienced a very different fortune. The power, and ailmost the
memory, of the Picts have been extinguished by their successful
rivals ; andthe Scots, after maintaining for agesthedignity of an
independent kingdom, have multiplied, by an equal and voluntary
anion, the honours of the English name. The hand of nature
had contributed to mark the ancient distinction of the Scots
and Pints. The former were themen of the hills, andthe latter
those of the plain.  The eastern coast of Caledonia may be con-
sidered as alevel and fertile country, which, even in arude state
of tillage, was capable of producing a considerable quantity of
corn; and the epithet of cruitnich, or wheat-eaters, expressed the
contempt, or envy, of the carnivorous highlander. The cultiva-
tion of the earth might introduce a more accurate separation of
property and the habits of a sedentary life; but the love of arms
and rapine was still the ruling passion of the Picts; and their
warriors, who stripped themselves for a day of battle, were dis-
tinguished, in the eyes of the Romans, by the strange fashion of
painting their naked bodies with gaudy colours and fantastic
figures. The western part of Caledonia irregularly rises into

2 Tacitus, or rather his father-in-law Agricola, might remark the German or
Spanish complexion of some British tribes.” But it was their sober, deliberate
opinion : " In universum tamen aestimanti Gallos vicinum solum occupes® credi-
bile es. Eorum saora depr .. . samo haud multum diversus (in Vit.
Agricol. o. Xlg. " Ceaex had observed their common rdlgéon (Comment, de Bello
Gdlioo, vi. 13); and in histime the g?]tlon from the Belgic Gaul was a recent,
or at least an historical, event (v. 10). Cambden, the British Strabo, has modestly
ascertgined our genuine antiquities (Britannia, vol. i. Introduction, p. 1i-XXxi).

°In the dark and doubtful paths of Caledonian antiquity, | have chosen for
my guides two learned and |n%en|ou$ Highlanders, whom their "birth and education
had peculiarly qualified for that office. ~See Critical Dissertations on the Origin,
Antiquities, Ac, of the Caedonians, by Dr. John Maopherson, London, 1766, in
4to; and Introduction to the History of Great Britain and Ireland, by James
Maopherson, Esg., London, 1773, in 4to, third edit. Dr. Maopherson was a
minister in the Isle of Sky: and it is acircumstance honourable for the present
age that awork, replete with erudition and criticism, should have been compossd
in the most remote of the Hebrides. [See Appendix 2.]
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wild and barren hills, which scarcely repay the toil of the hus-
bandman and are most profitably used for the pasture of cattle.
The highlanders were condemned to_the occupation of shep-
herds and hunters; and, as they seldom were fixed to any
permanent habitation, they acquired the expressive name of
ScoTS, which, in the Celtic tongue, is said to be equivalent to
that of wanderers or vagrants. The inhabitants of a barren land
were urged to seek a fresh supply of food in the waters. The
deep lakes and bays which intersect their country are plentifully
stored with fish; and they gradually ventured to cast their nets
in the waves of the ocean. The vicinity of the Hebrides, so
profusely scattered along the western coast of Scotland, tempted
their curiosity and improved their skill; and they acquired by
slow degrees, the art, or rather the habit, of managing their
boats in a tempestuous sea and of steering their nocturnal course
by the light of the well-known stars. The two bold headlands
of Caledonia almost touch the shores of a spacious island, which
obtained, from its luxuriant vegetation, the epithet of Green;
and has preserved, with a slight alteration, the name of Erin, or
lerne, or Ireland. It isprobable that in some remote period of
antiquity the fertile plains of Ulster received a colony of hungry
Scots; and that the strangers of the North, who had dared to
encounter the arms of the legions, spread their conquests over the
savage and unwarlike natives of a solitary island. It is certain
that, in the declining age of the Boman empire, Caledonia,
Ireland, and the Isle of Man, were inhabited by the Scots, and
that the kindred tribes, who were often associated in military
enterprise, were deeply affected by the various accidents of their
mutual fortunes. They long cherished the lively tradition of
their common name and origin; and the missionaries of the Isle
of Saints, who diffused the light of Christianity over North
Britain, established the vain opinion that their I rish countrymen
were the natural as well as spiritual fathers of the Scottish race.
Theloose and obscure tradition has been preserved by the vener-
able Bede, who scattered some rays of light over the darkness
of the eighth century.  On this slight foundation, a huge super-
structure of fable was gradually reared, by the bards and the
monks: two orders of men who equally abused the privilege of
fiction. The Scottish nation, with mistaken pride, adopted their
Irish genealogy; and the annals of a long line of imaginary




CHAP. XXV] OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE 45

kings have been adorned by the fancy of Boethius and the classic
elegance of Buchanan.'**

Six years after the death of Constantine, the destructlveTgﬁlgva
inroads of the Scots and Picts required the presence of hISBrIt%%
youngest son, who reigned in the western empire.  Constans
visited his British dominions; but we may form some estimate
of the importance of his achievements by the language of pane-
gyric, which celebrates only his triumph over the elements;
or, in other words, the good fortune of a safe and easy passage
from the port of Boulogne to the harbour of Sandwich.'*® The
calamitieswhich the afflicted provincialscontinued to experience,
from foreign war and domestic tyranny, were aggravated by the
feeble and corrupt administration of the eunuchs of Constantius;
and the transient relief which they might obtain from thevirtues
of Julian was soon lost by the absence and death of their bene-
factor. The sums of gold and silver which had been painfully
collected, or liberally transmitted, for the payment of the troops
were intercepted by the avarice of the commanders; discharges,
or, at least, exemptions, from the military service were publicly
sold; the distress of the soldiers, who were injuriously deprived
of their legal and scanty subsistence, provoked them to frequent
desertion; the nerves of discipline were relaxed, and the high-

™ The Irish descent of the Scots has been revived, in the last moments of its
decay, and strenuously supported, by the Rev. Mr. Whitaker (Hist, of Man-
chester, vol. i. p. 430, 431; and Genuine History of the Britons asserted, & c, p.
154-293). Yet he acknowledges, 1. That the Scots of Ammianus Maroellinus
(A.D. 340) were already settled in Caledonia; and that the Roman authors do not
afford any hints of their emigration from another country. 2. That all the
accounts of such emigrations, which have been asserted, or received, by Irish
bards, Scotch historians, or English antiquaries (Buchanan, Cambden, Usher,
Stillingfleet, Ac), are totally fabulous. 3. That three of the Irish tribes which
are mentioned by Ptolemy (A.D. 150) were of Caledonian extraction. 4. That a
younger branch of Caledonian princes, of the house of Fingal, acquired and
the monarchy of Ireland. After these concessons, the remaining
difference between Mr. Whitaker and his adversaries is minute and obscure.
The genuine history which he produces of a Fergus, the cousin of Ossian, who
was transplanted (A.D. 320) from Ireland to Caledonia, is built on a conjectural
supplement to the Erse poetry, and the feeble evidence of Richard of Cirencester,
a monk of the fourteenth century. The lively spirit of the learned and ingenious
antiquarian has tempted him to forget the nature of a question, which he so
vehemently debates, and so absolutely decides. [It is now generally admitted that
the (?cots ﬁ)f Scotland were immigrants from (the north-east of) Ireland. See Ap-
pendix 2
18 Hyeme tumentes ac seevientes undas calcastis Oceani sub remisvestris; .
insperatam imperatoris faciem Britannus expavit. Julius Firmicus Maternus de
errore Profan. Relig. p. 464, edit. Gronov. ad calcem Minuc. Fel. See Tillemont
(Hist, des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 336).
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ways wereinfested with robbers.**®  The oppression of the good
and the impunity of the wicked equally contributed to diffuse
through the island a spirit of discontent and revolt; and every
ambitious subject, every desperate exile, might entertain a
reasonable hope of subverting the weak and distracted govern-
ment of Britain. The hostile tribes of the North, who detested
the pride and power of the King of the World, suspended
their domestic feuds; and the Barbarians of the land and seg,
the Scots, the Picts, and the Saxons, spread themselves, with
rapid and irresistible fury, from the wall of Antoninus to the
shores of Kent. Every production of art and nature, every
object of convenience or luxury, which they were incapable
of creating by labour or procuring by trade, was accumulated
in the rich and fruitful province of Britain.'” A philosopher
may deplore the eternal discord of the human race, but he will
confess that the desire of spoil is a more rational provocation
than the vanity of conquest. From the age of Consoa.utine to
that of the Plantagenets, this rapacious spirit continued to in-
stigate the poor and hardy Caledonians; but the same people,
whose generous humanity seems to inspire the songs of Ossian,
was disgraced by a savage ignorance of the virtues of peace and
of the laws of war. Their southern neighbours have felt, and
perhaps exaggerated, the cruel depredations of the Scots and
Picts;''® and a valiant tribe of Caledonia, the Attacotti,**° the
enemies, and afterwards the soldiers, of Valentinian, are accused,
by an eye-witness, of delighting in the taste of human flesh.
When they hunted the woods for prey, it is said that they
attacked the shepherd rather than his flock; and that they
curiously selected the most delicate and brawny parts, both of
males and females, which they prepared for their horrid

U8 ibanius, Orat. Parent, c. xxxix, p. 264. This curious passage has exaped
the djligence of our British antiquaries. i

The Caledonians praised and coveted the gold, the steads, the lights, &c., of
thestranger. SeeDr. Blair's Dissertation on Ossian, val. ii. p. 343; and Mr. Mac-
pherspy's1ntroduction, p. 242-286. ] ] ]

Lord Lyttleton hascircumstantially related (History of Henry 1 1 . val.i. p.
182), and Sir David Dalrymple has dightly mentioned (Annals of Scotland, vol.
i. p. 69), a barbarousinroad of the Scots at a time (A.D. 1137) when law, religion,
and spgety mugt have softened their primitive manners.

Aftaootti belicosa hominum natio. Ammian. xxvii. 8. Cambden (Intro-
duct, p. olii.) has regored their true name in the text of Jerom. The bands of
Attacotti, which Jerom had sen in Gaul, were aterwards sationed in Italy and
[llyricum (Notitia, S, viii, xxxix, Xi.),
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repasts.’® If, in the neighbourhood of the commercial and

literary town of Glasgow, a race of cannibals hasreally existed,
we may contemplate, in the period of the Scottish history, the
opposite extremes of savage and civilized life. Suchreflections
tend to enlarge the circle of our ideas, and to encourage the
pleasing hope that New Zealand may produce, in some future
age, the Hume of the Southern Hemisphere.

Every messenger who escaped across the British channel restora-
conveyed the most melancholy and alarming tidings to the earsBma.fn by
of Valentinian; and the emperor was soon informed that thedos.us
two military commanders of the province had been surprlsed[sman
and cut off by the Barbarians. ~ Severus, count of thedomestics, A'D. g
was hastily dispatched, and as suddenly recalled, by the court
of Treves. The representations of Jovinus served only to in-
dicate the greatness of the evil; and after a long and serious
consultation, the defence, or rather the recovery, of Britain was
intrustea to the abilities of the brave Theodosius. Theexploits
of that general, the father of a line of emperors, have been
celebrated,withpeculiar Complacency, by thewritersof the
age; but his real merit deserved their applause; and his nomi-
nation was received, by the army and province, as a sure presage
of approaching victory. He seized the favourable moment of
navigation, and securely landed the numerous and veteran bands
of the Heruli and Batavians, the Jovians and the Victors. In
hismarch from SandwichtoL ondon, Theodosius defeated several
parties of the barbarians, released a multitude of captives, and,
after distributing to his soldiers a small portion of the spoil,
established the fame of disinterested justice by the restitution
of the remainder to the rightful proprietors. The citizens of
London, who had almost despaired of their safety, threw open
their gates; and, as soon as Theodosius had obtained from the
court of Treves the important aid of a military lieutenant and
acivil governor, he executed, with wisdom and vigour, the labo-
rious task of the deliverance of Britain.’*® The vagrant soldiers
were recalled to their standard; an edict of amnesty dispelled

0 Gum ipse adoleecentulus in Gallic viderim Attaoottos (or Scotos) gentem
Britannicam humanis vesci carnibus; et cum per silvas procorum greges, el
armentorum pecudumaque reperiant, pastorum nates et feminarum papillas solere
abscindere; et has solas ciborum delioias arbitrari. Such is the evidence of Jerom
(torn. ii 75 [adv. Jovin. ii. 7]), whose veracity | find no reason to question,

1[DTheodos us had the task too of suppressng atyrant, valentinus, Amm
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the public apprehensions; and his cheerful example alleviated
the rigour of martial discipline. The scattered and desultory
warfare of the Barbarians, who infested the land and sea, de-
prived him of the glory of a signal victory; but the prudent
spirit and consummate art of the Roman general were displayed
in the operations of two campaigns, which successively rescued
every part of the province from the hands of acruel and rapacious
enemy. The splendour of the cities and the security of the
fortifications were diligently restored by the paternal care of
Theodosius; who with a strong hand confined the trembling
Caledonians to the northern angle of the island, and perpetu-
ated, by the name and settlement of the new province of
Valentia, the glories of the reign of Valentinian.'?> The voice
of poetry and panegyric may add, perhaps with some degree of
truth, that the unknown regions of Thule were stained with the
blood of the Picts; that the oars of Theodosius dashed the
waves of the Hyperborean ocean; and that the distant Orkneys
were the scene of his naval victory over the Saxon pirates.'?
He left the province with a fair, as well as splendid, reputation:
and was immediately promoted to the rank of master-general of
the cavalry, by a prince who could applaud without envy the
merit of his servants® In the important station of the upper
Danube, the conqueror of Britain checked and defeated the
armies of the Alemanni before he was chosen to suppress the
revolt of Africa.

I'1l. The prince who refuses to be the judge, instructs his

Tyrannyof people to consider him as the accomplice, of his ministers. The
A military command of Africa had been long exercised by Count

Romanus, and his abilities were not inadequate to his station;

2 Ammianus has condsdy re?re&nted (xx. 1, xxvn 4, xxvii. 8, xxviii. 3) the
whole gies of the British war t is generally said that the name Valentia was
in honour of Valentinian. But Would it not, in that casg be Vaentiniana? It
sams more likely that it was a compliment to Valenson the part of his brother.]
orresit . ratibus . . . impervia Thule.
Ille. .. nee falso nomine Fiotos
Edomuit.  Scotumque vago muorone ssoutus
Fregit Hyperboreas remis audacbus undas
Claudian, iniii. Cons Honorii, ver. 53, &c.
——Maduerunt Saxonefusn
Orcades incaluit Piotorum sanguine Thule.
Scotorum cumulos flevit glacialis lefne.
Iniv. Cons Hon. ver. 31, &c.
See likewise Pacatus Fln Panegyr. Vet. xii. 5). But it is not_epsy to appreciate
the intrinsic value of flattery and metaphor.” Compare the British vi orles of
Bolanus (Satins. Silv. v. 2) with his real charader (Tacit, in Vit. Agrical. 6. 16).



CHAP, xxv] OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE 49

but, as sordid interest was the sole motive of his conduct, he
acted, on most occasions, as if he had been the enemy of the
province and the friend of the Barbarians of the desert. The
threeflourishing cities of Oea, Leptis, and Sabrata, which, under
the name of Tripoli, had long constituted a federal union,***
were obliged, for the first time, to shut their gates against a
hostile invasion; several of their most honourable citizens were
surprised and massacred; the villages, and even the suburbs,
werepillaged; and thevines and fruit-trees of thatrich territory
were extirpated by the malicious savages of Getulia. The un-
happy provincials implored the protection of Romanus; but
they soon found that their military governor was not less cruel
and rapacious than the Barbarians. As they were incapable
of furnishing the four thousand camels, and the exorbitant pre-
sent, which he required before he would march to the assistance
of Tripoli, hisdemand was equivalent to arefusal, and he might
justly L~ accused as the author of the public calamity. Inthe
annual assembly of the three cities, they nominated two deputies,
to lay at the feet of Valentinian the customary offering of a gold
victory; and to accompany this tribute of duty, rather than of
gratitude, with their humble complaint that they were ruined
by the enemy and betrayed by their governor. If the severity
of Valentmian had beenrightly directed, it would have fallen on
the guilty head of Romanus. But the Count, long exercised in
the arts of corruption, had dispatched a swift and trusty messen-
ger to secure the venal friendship of Remigius, master of the
offices. The wisdom of the Imperial council was deceived by
artifice; and their honest indignation was cooled by delay. At
length, when the repetition of complaint had been justified by
the repetition of public misfortunes, the notary Palladius was
sent from the court of Treves, to examine the state of Africa,
and the conduct of Romanus. The rigid impartiality of
Palladius was easily disarmed: he was tempted to reserve for
himself apart of the public treasure which he brought with him
for the payment of the troops; and from the moment that he
was conscious of his own guilt, he could no longer refuse to

B Ammianus frequently mentions their condllium annuum, legitimum, Ac.
Leptisand Sabrata are long "snce ruined; but the city of Oes, the native country
of Apuleius, still flourishes under the provincial denomination of Tripoli. See
Cdlarius (Geografh. Antiqua, torn. ii. partii. p. 81), D' Anville (Geographic Ancienne,
torn.iii.p. 71, 72), and Marmol (Afrique, torn. ii. p. 562).
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attest the innocence and merit of the Count.  The charge of the
Tripolitans was declared to be false and frivolous; and Palladius
himself was sent back from Treves to Africa, with a special
commission to discover and prosecute the authors of this impious
conspiracy against the representatives of the sovereign. His
inquiries were managed with so much dexterity and success that
he compelled the citizens of Leptis, who had sustained a recent
siege of eight days, to contradict the truth of their own decrees
and to censure the behaviour of their OWL. deputies. A bloody
sentence was pronounced, without hesitation, by the rash and
headstrong cruelty of "Valentinian. The president of Tripoli,
who had presumed to pity the distress of the province, was pub-
licly executed at Utica; four distinguished citizens were put to
death as the accomplices of the imaginary fraud; and the
tongues of two others were cut out by the express order of the
emperor. Romanus, elated by impunity and irritated by resist-
ance, was still continued in the military command, till the
Africans were provoked by his avarice to join the rebellious
standard of Firmus, the Moor.'?®

His father Nabal was one of the richest and most powerful
of the Moorish princes, who acknowledged the supremacy of
Eome. But, as he left, either by his wives or concubines, a
very numerous posterity, the wealthy inheritance was eagerly
disputed; and Zamma, one of his sons, was slain in a domestic
quarrel by his brother Firmus. The implacable zeal withwhich
Romanus prosecuted the legal revenge of this murder could be
ascribed only to amotive of avarice, or personal hatred; but, on
this occasion, his claims were just; hisinfluence was weighty;
and Firmus clearly understood that he must either present his
neck to the executioner or appeal from the sentence of the
Imperial consistory to his sword and to the people!”® He was

B Ammian. xviii. 6. TiJIemontéHisI, des Empereurs torn. v. p. 25, 6762 has
discussd the chronological difficulties of the history of Count Eomanus.  [Attacks
of the barbarians on the Tripolitan towns are fixéd by Reiche, op. oit., to winter
363 and summer 365; Valentinian digpatches Netorius and others to protect
Africa, winter 365 (Amm. xxvi. 5, 143); Tripolis again invaded, summer 866;
commisson of Palladius, end of 366; embasy from Leptis, and return of Palladius,
winter 367; soond visit of Palladius to Africa, soring 868; Firmus rebels, winter
371; Theodosus arrives, ummer 372 (between May and June 372 and Feb. 873:
Severs, Studien, p. 288).f] ) ) ] B

he chrondogy of Ammianusis loose and obscure: and Orosus (1. vii. c.
33, p. 551, edit. Haver cam p.) seams to place the revolt of Firmus after the deaths
of Valentinian and Valens. ‘'[Not so; Gibbon has misead Orosus] Tillemont
(Hist, des Emp. tom. v. p. 691) endeavours to pick hisway. The patient and sure-
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received as the deliverer of his country; and, as soon as it
appeared that Romanus was formidable only to a submissive
province, the tyrant of Africa became the object of universal
contempt. Theruinof Caesarea, which was plundered and burnt
by the licentious Barbarians, convinced the refractory cities of
the danger of resistance; the power of Firmus was established,
at least in the provinces of Mauritaniaand Numidia; and it
seemed to be his only doubt, whether he should assume the
diadem of a Moorish king or the purple of a Roman emperor.
But the imprudent and unhappy Africans soon discovered that,
inthisrash insurrection, they had not sufficiently consulted their
own strength or the abilities of their-leader. Before he could
procure any certain intelligence that the emperor of the West
had fixed the choice of a general, or that a fleet of transports
was collected at the mouth of the Rhone, he was suddenly in-
formed that the great Theodosius, with asmall band of veterans, Theo-
had lanaed near Igilgilis, or Gigeri, on the African coast; and {5y
the timid usurper sunk under the ascendant of virtue andah'®;
military genius. Though Firmus possessed arms and treasures,
his despair of victory immediately reduced him to the use of
those arts which, in the same country and in a similar situation,
had formerly been practised by the crafty Jugurtha. He at-
tempted to deceive, by an apparent submission, the vigilance of
the Boman general; to seduce thefidelity of histroops; and to
protract the duration of the war, by successively engaging the
independent tribes of Africa to espouse his quarrel or to protect
his flight. Theodosius imitated the example, and obtained the
success, of his predecessor Metellus. When Firmus, in the
character of a suppliant, accused his own rashness and humbly
solicited the clemency of the emperor, the lieutenant of Valen-
tinian received and dismissed him with afriendly embrace; but
he diligently required the useful and substantial pledges of a
sincere repentance; nor could he be persuaded, by the assur-
ances of peace, to suspend, for an instant, the operations of an
active war. A dark conspiracy was detected by the penetration
of Theodosius; and he satisfied, without much reluctance, the
public indignation, which he had secretly excited. Several of

footed mule of the Alps may betrusted in the mos dippery paths. [Sieversand
Reiohe agree that the revolt was suppressad in 373; Cagnat ‘prefers the date 374,
L'armee romaine d'Afrique, p. 76.]
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the guilty accomplices of Firmus were abandoned, according to
ancient custom, to the tumult of a military execution; many
more, by the amputation of both their hands, continued to
exhibit an instructive spectacle of horror; the hatred of the
rebels was accompanied with fear; and the fear of the Roman
soldiers was mingled with respectful admiration. Amidst the
boundless plains of Getulia, and the innumerable valleys of
Mount Atlas, it was impossible to prevent the escape of Firmus;
and, if theusurper could have tired the patience of his antagonist,
he would have secured his person in the depth of some remote
solitude, and expected the hopes of a future revolution. He
was subdued by the perseverance of Theodosius; who had
formed aninflexibledeterminationthat that the war daud end only
by the death of the tyrant, and that every nation of Africawhich
presumed to support his cause should be involved in hisruin
At the head of a small body of troops, which seldom exceeded
three thousand five hundred men, the Roman general advanced
with a steady prudence, devoid of rashness or of fear, into the
heart of a country where he was sometimes attacked by armies of
twenty thousand Moors.  The boldness of his charge dismayed
the irregular Barbarians; they were disconcerted by his season-
able and orderly retreats; they were continually baffled by the
unknown resources of the military art; and they felt and con-
fessed the just superiority which was assumed by the leader of
a civilized nation. When Theodosius entered the extensive
dominions of Igmazen, king of the Isaflenses, the haughty
savage required, in words of defiance, his name and the object
of his expedition. "I am," replied the stern and disdainful
count, "I am the general of Valentinian, the lord of theworld;
who has sent me hither to pursue and punish a desperate robber.
Deliver him instantly into my hands; and be assured that, if
thou dost not obey the commands of my invincible sovereign,
thou, and the people over whom thou reignest, shall be utterly
extirpated."  As soon as Igmazen was satisfied that his enemy
had strength and resol ution to execute the fatal menace, he

consented to purchase a necessary peace by the sacrifice of a
guilty fugitive. The guards that were placed to secure the
person of Firmus djeprived him of the hopes of escape; and the
Moorishtyrant, after wine had extinguished the sense of danger,
disappointed the insulting triumph of the Romans by strangling
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himself in the night. His dead body, the only present which
Igmazen could offer to the conqueror, was carelessly thrown
upon a camel; and Theodosius, leading back his victorious
troops to Sitifi, was saluted by the warmest acclamations of
joy and loyalty®?

Africahad been | ost by the vices of Bomanus; it was restored Heisexe

by the virtues of Theodosius: and our curiosity may be usefullyggr%y%ge.
directed to the inquiry of the respective treatement which .
two generals received from the Imperial court. The authority
of Count Romanus had been suspended by the master-general
of the cavalry; and he was committed to safe and honourable
custody till the end of thewar. His crimes were proved by the
most authentic evidence; and the public expected, with some
impatience, the decree of severe justice. But the partial and
powerful favour of Mellobaudes encouraged him to challengeueg.Mero-
his legal judges, to obtain repeated delays for the purpose of alides)
procuring a crowd of friendly witnesses, and, finally, to cover
his guilty conduct by the additional guilt of fraud and forgery.
About the same time, the restorer of Britain and Africa, on a
vague suspicion that his name and services were superior to the
rank of a subject, was ignominiously beheaded at Carthage.
Valentinian no longer reigned; and the death of Theodosius,
as well as the impunity of Romanus, may justly be imputed to
the arts of the ministers who abused the confidence, and de-
ceived the inexperienced youth, of his sons’*®

If the geographical accuracy of Ammianus had been fortun-ﬁ?lxceaof
ately bestowed on the British exploits of Theodosius, we should
have traced, with eager curiosity, the distinct and domestic
footsteps of his march. But the tedious enumeration of the
unknown and uninteresting tribes of Africa may be reducedto
the general remark that they were all of the swaty race of the
the  Moers: that they inhabited the back settlements of the
Mauritanian and Numidian provinces, the country, as they have
since been termed by the Arabs, of dates and of locusts;**° and

2 Ammian. xxix. 5. The text of this long chapter (fifteen quarto pages) is
broken and corrupted, and the narrative is perplexed by the want of chronological
and qg)%raohlpal landmarks. [For the revolt, op. also Pacatus, 5. )

mmianus, XxxVviii. 4. Orosius, 1. vii. 0. 33, p. 551, 552. Jerom, in Chron.
p. 137. 4 For confusion of Merobaudes and Mellobaudes, cp. below p. 71 and Ap-
pendix 4.
) i Leo Afrioanus (in the Viaggi di Ramusio, torn. i. fol. 78-83) has traced a
curious picture of the people and the country, which are more minutely described
inthe Afriqguede Marmol, torn.iii.p. 1-54.
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thai;, as the Romen power declined in Africa the boundary of
civilized mannersand cultivated land was insensibly contracted.
Beyond the utmost limits of the Moors, the vast and inhospitable
desert of the South extends above a thousand miles to the
banks of the Niger. The ancients, who had a very faint and
imperfect knowledge of the great peninsula of Africa, were
sometimes tempted to believe that the torrid zone must ever
remain destitute of inhabitants;**® and they sometime