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PREFACE.

I CANNOT permit this little volume to go forth to
the public, without a few words in the form of a
preface.  The work was undertaken at the earnest
suggestion of some kind and, | trust, not altogether
injudicious friends. Originally |1 had no intention
but to interest and please the best friend | have in the
world. With this single and unpretending purpose
| made notes at the time, which have expanded
into a volume.

The work necessarily labours under many disad-
vantages; among which the rapidity with which it
has been written, the comparatively little time, con-
sistently with my other duties, which | have had to
devote to it, and my want of experience as an
author, are among the most prominent; | have,
therefore, to claim the patience and indulgence

of the reader.



vi PREFACE.

| have to acknowledge my obligations respectively
to Colonel John Jones, of the Royal Rifles; to
Colonel Herbert, of I | . M.'s 75th Foot; and dso to
Dr. Duff, of the Bengal Medical Establishment, for
placing their notes of the siege at my disposal. In
consequence of the help received from these notes,
the details of matter have been extended very con-
siderably beyond my most sanguine expectations,
and the interest of the work, | trust, proportionably
increased thereby.

JOHN EDWARD WHABTON ROTTON.

Palaceof Delhi, 27th Feb., 1857.
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NAKRATIVE

OF

THE SIEGE OF DELHI.

CHAPTER-L
OUTBREAK AT MEERUT.

ON the 10th of May, 1857, the first symptoms of
the Revolt in India manifested themselves at Meerut.
The 3rd Regiment of Bengal Light Cavalry was
quartered at that station, and the earliest intimation
that was received of the seeds of mutiny having been
sown, was gathered from the fact of the men of that
corps refusing to receive the cartridge which they
had previously been in the habit of using, on the
ground that it was a new cartridge, containing
grease of some kind, which would break their caste
if they consented to receive it. This, however, was
a mere pretext, used to serve an occasion. This
refusal, on the part of the men, was met with

B
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promptness by the authorities. Eighty-five troopers
were placed under arrest, brought to trial, and
sentenced by a court-martial composed of native
officers, to various terms of imprisonment; in no
case, however, exceeding ten years. At sunrise on
Saturday, May the 9th, the whole of the troops
stationed at Meerut, both European and native,
were paraded to hear the sentence passed, and to
witness its being carried into effect. The prisoners
were marched on to the parade ground, and then made
over to the civil authorities, after the convict irons
bad been fastened on them. They were then incar-
cerated by the magistrate in the common jail, as a
preliminary step to their being transferred to some
>f the Government central prisons, such as Agra
Or Bareilly. Unfortunately,' however, the pre-
caution of placing a European guard over the
prisoners, was overlooked, and the prison was left
to the protection of native soldiers.

No immediate signs of disaffection followed the
committal of the prisoners. The whole of Saturday
passed off quietly, and no disturbance was reported
until late in the afternoon of Sunday, the 10th of
May. The first intimation that | received of the
outbreak was from a female servant, who came to
my wife, and said to her with very anxious and
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troubled looks, "O, madam, don't go to church
this afternoon." The carriage was then at the door,
ready to take us to church, and the service was
appointed to commence in a quarter of an hour
from the time this speech was made. Hearing this
singular request addressed to my wife, | naturally
enough inquired, " Why should not madam go to
church, this evening?' The servant replied, "Be-
cause there will be afight" | asked, "Who will
fight ?" The woman answered, " The sepoys.”

Of course, | could not give any credence to such
- a statement. | had to preach in the evening, and
had been in my study all day long in course of
preparation. There was nothing for me now to
do but to hasten to church: and, to quiet my
wife's fears, | consented to both the children accom-
panying us, in the carriage, together with this
faithful servant, who was to take charge of them
in the church compound, while divine service was
being solemnized. This was the only precaution
| felt it necessary to take, in connection with our
servant's statement; as to weapons, fire-arms, or
sword, or anything more effective than a walking-
cane, the same | used at Cambridge, | had none;
nor did | much fear that during my whole service
in India, | should ever want more, either for the
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protection of myself or my family. | was soon
convinced, however, that there was some credit
due to the servant's statement. The sounds of
musketry, and the pillars of smoke ascending into
the air, and proceeding from the burning bungalows,
or houses, in the native lines of cantonment, forced
upon me the conviction that mischief had already
commenced. By-and-by, | heard the Rifle bugles
sound the alarm and assembly. The cantonment
was now evidently in motion—troops were as
sembling, and people congregating, the church
parade dispersed, and was converted into a general
assembly of troops of the three arms. Amid all
this energy, there was one thing which apparently
impressed every one—the delay in leading the troops
from the grand parade ground to the scene of mutiny
and bloodshed. The native soldiery, and the fellows
of baser sort in the bazaars, had ample time to
commit the greatest outrages, in consequence of this
simple fact.

Some people affirm that the mutineers' original
plan was to have marched up in a large body, and
to have first seized the arms of the Rifles, who
would have been in church, having their side-arms
only with them; they were then to have surrounded
the church, and put every soul within its walls
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to death. But, according to my informants, the
church hells misled the rebels, and thus frustrated
their plan; and if there be the least ground for this
part of the account, we have another instance of
the wonder-working Providence of God, who brings
about and accomplishes His great works of mercy
through the simplest accidents of human life. But,
however much truth there may be attaching to
this story, one thing is very certain, the outbreak at
Meerut was premature. There was a deep-laid
scheme; and a simultaneous and universal outburst
of popular vengeance was intended. A day was
fixed upon, in the counsels of the mutineers, for
the massacre of every European and Christian person
in India; some say, from Calcutta to Peshawur.
That day was drawing near at hand.  The mutineers
of Meerut simply anticipated it. It was this act
of anticipation which brought to light the hidden
works of darkness, and made manifest that which
would not otherwise have been revealed.

It was utterly impossible to pass any portion of
the night of Sunday the 10th of May in sleep. My
wife with the children returned at a very late hour
to our bungalow from the quarter-guard of H. M.'s
60th Rifles, where |1 had consigned them, shortly
after leaving our home for church; but while the
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unsuspecting little ones reposed in profound security
beneath the paternal roof, we continued wakeful,
and watching their peaceful slumbers with painful
interest. The moon was up and shining, and we sat all
night beneath its pale and uncertain light, thinking of
the probable fate of friends in the" native lines, quite
at the other extreme of the station, and anticipating
what would befall our Christian brethren in Delhi .
on the coming morn, who, less happy than ourselves,
had no faithful and friendly European battalions to
shield them from the bloodthirsty rage of the sepoys.

It was not until sunrise on Monday that any one
knew, with anything like certainty, the extent of the
atrocities committed by the savages within the can-
tonment of Meerut. What spectacles of terror met
the eye almost simultaneously with the return of the
day! The lifeless and mutilated corpses of men,
women, and children, were here and there to be
seen, some of them so frightfully disfigured and
so shamefully dishonoured in death, that the very
recollection of such sights chills the blood, and
makes one rue the day that ever dawned upon such
scenes of merciless carnage. We can even now
hardly realise the past (so dreadful was the reality)
as within the province of stubborn and substantial
fact. It seems a dream—a thing visionary and
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unreal, and anything but the actual experience of
Englishmen in India.

But while we were thus passing the night in
painful thought, and beginning to awake to the
realities of the coming day, the troopers of the 3rd
Light Cavalry were pressing on as fast as possible
towards Delhi; in fact, all the mutineers of Meerut,
after first releasing the prisoners, who received
sentence on Saturday, made off direct for that city,
and that without sustaining the least mark of retri-
butivejustice from the injured British. Not asingle
effort was made to arrest their progress, though a
noble offer to pursue the fugitives with a compara-
tively small force was made by Captain Rosser, of
the Carabineers, but declined by the General com-
manding the Meerut Division. In truth, our military
authorities were paralysed. No one knew what was
best to do, and nothing was accordingly done. The
rebels had it all their own way; the result of
which was the fearful atrocities that were afterwards
committed in the capital of the Mogul Empire, and
which will make Delhi in all times to come a by-
word among all people. Report aiys a very great
deal of what these atrocities were. Much of what
is said may be true, and much likewise untrue;
and where so much uncertainty prevails, it is better
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to throw a veil over the sins which have so indelibly
disgraced human nature, and leave the revelation of
them to that day which will reveal all things.
Although, however, | cannot satisfy the natural
curiosity, to which every one more or less must
freely confess to know something in detail of the
actual fate of most of the Christian inhabitants, and
of some of the Government employes, civil and
military, who chanced to be in Delhi at the time
of the mutiny, | may, nevertheless, supply accounts,
more or less full, of a few of the events which took
place within the walls of the city during some part
of the day of Monday, the 11th of May.
Intelligence reached the Brigadier in command
at Delhi that certain sowars or troopers of native
cavalry had arrived from Meerut, and commenced
murdering every European and Christian man,
woman, and child, who chanced tq fall in their way.
Without the least provocation, they rode up to un-
offending Europeans, who were pursuing their way
along the dreets, and either cut or shot them down,
without notice or warning. Nor did this even con-
tent them. They rushed into the houses of English
residents, and, without respect to age, position, or
X, put every inmate to the sword. They seem
to have steadily progressed from street to street,
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joined by the " Budmashes," or evil workers in the
city, e&ch vying with the other in seeking out those
who were connected in any degree of blood, or even
those natives that possessed any sympathies in com-
mon with the English.

When the report of these atrocities reached
Brigadier Graves, he immediately ordered two
guns of Captain de Teissier's Native Battery, and
the 54th Regiment of Native Infantry (which was
considered the best of the three native corps then
stationed at Delhi), to advance from their lines in
cantonments to the city and attack the rebels.
These instructions were at once carried into effect;
the infantry reaching the city a little in advance
of the artillery. The regiment had scarcely marched
in through the Cashmere gate, and proceeded as far
as the station church of St James, when they were
met by the sowars of the mutinous light cavalry,
who singled out a3 their victims the European
officers of the 54th Regiment of Native Infantry,
and shot them all down, one after another; with
the exception of the commanding officer, Colonel
Ripley, who, | am told, was bayonetted and shot
by one of hisown men. While these murders were
being perpetrated, the sepoys of the infantry regi-
ment stood by as unconcerned spectators, without
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making the least effort to save the lives of their
officers. The officer in command of the main guard
at the Cashmere gate, Witnng' these massacres,
closed the gate, in order to cut off the communi-
cation between the city and cantonments, which are
at a consderable distance from each other. Almost
immediately after the gates were closed, the two
guns of Captain de Teisser's battery arrived, and
were admitted, and no sooner were they seen by
the rebel sowars, than the latter retreated precipi-
tately. The 54th Regiment of Native Infantry now
joined the mutineers, and, it is reported, took a very
active part in the general plunder, which was every-
where prevailing in Delhi.

At about eleven o'clock the brigadier received
a report of these occurrences, and 150 men of
the 74th Regiment of Native Infantry, under Major
Abbott, supported by two more guns, were ordered-
to proceed to the city. This little force reached
the Cashmere gate about midday, but apparently
effected nothing, beyond holding the position. The
bodies of the murdered officers, including among
them those of Captains Smith and Burrowes, and
Lieutenants Waterfield and Edwards, were now col-
lected, and sent up in a cart to cantonments. They
were principally, if not entirely, killed at or near
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the Cashmere gate, and all of them belonged to
the 54th Regiment.

There were now only two guns of Captain de
Teissier's battery remaining behind in cantonments,
with which he proceeded to the occupation of a
central position, taking in flank a part of the metalled
road of cantonment, and also sweeping a short road
leading up’ the hill. The spoys who remained in
cantonments, showed, | believe, an inclination to mob
the guns in charge of Captain de Teissier himself,
and, it is said, were with great difficulty restrained
from doing 0. The Flag Staff Tower, as it is
commonly called, was crowded by this time with
the officers wives and children, and merchants and
their families; and a sergeant belonging to Captain
de Teissier's battery, reported to him that the sepoys
had been overheard saying, that if a shot were
fired from his guns, that shot would be the signal
for them to engage in a general massacre of all
present. The conflagrations in the city were now
very apparent.

But in my desire to give an account of the several
efforts made in cantonments by the military autho-
rities to quell the mutiny going on in the city, and
to stay the murderous proceedings of the rebels, who
up to this time were chiefly confined to the neigh-
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bourhood of the Cashmere Gate, | must not forget
the noble defence which was made by a handful of
resolute Englishmen against the attempts of the
mutineers on the magazine. No historian can record
any greater act of daring and gallantry than was
displayed upon this occasion by Lieutenant Wil- .
loughby and the Europeans under his immediate
command. That indomitable young officer, with a
mind capable of conceiving, and a heart and hand
resolute and steady to perform, has passed away.
Providence has denied his country the privilege of
decking his youthful brow with the chaplets which
belong, as of right undisputed, to the sons of victory
and of fame; but his deeds can never die. The
pages of history will record and rehearse them far
and wide, and every Englishman, be he where he
may, whether in his island home, or a wanderer on
some foreign shore, will relate with admiration what
George Dobson Willoughby did at Delhi on the 11th
of May, in the year of Grace 1857.

The officers of the Magazine were the first to see
the mutineers from Meerut crossing the bridge of
boats on the River Jumna. It was 7 o'clock in the
morning when they crossed, and they were marching
in open columns of sub-divisions. They proceeded
to the Palace, where they seem to have gained
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welcome admission, as they entered it with a shout.
The gallant Willoughby at once closed and barri-
caded the gate of his magazine, and made every
preparation to meet the insurgents in case of an
attack. Two six-pounder guns double charged with
grape were placed inside the gate leading to the park.
The non-commissioned officers in charge were directed
to stand by with lighted port-fires, and, should any
attempt be made to force the gate, they were ordered
to fire the guns on the assailants. The principal
gate of the Magazine was similarly defended, and
other guns and howitzerswere placed in commanding
positions. The native establishments were provided
with arms, but they were traitors to a man, and
manifested the most insubordinate spirit, taking the
arms with reluctance, and even openly disobeying
orders. A train also was laid to the compartment
of the Magazine containing the small arms and
ammunition, with a view to explosion in case of
extremity.

Very shortly after the completion of these prepa-
rations the King's soldiers made a formal demand of
the Magazine in the name of his Imperial Majesty;
a demand which was treated with the scorn it so
richly deserved, not even so Tuch as an answer
being given to it. The King now threatened the
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Magazine with assault, and accordingly sent scaling
ladders from the Palace; and upon their being placed
against the walls, the entire native establishment
'began to desert, and the mutineers thereupon ascend-
ing the walls, they were received with a very smart
fire of grape, which was continued as long as a
single shot remained. Before the flight of the native
subordinates, they gave the best possible evidence
of being the King's friends, by successfully hiding,
during the bustle and excitement, the priming
pouches. This was a serious hindrance to the
defence. Even the door-keeper, Kurreem Buksh,
a Mahomedan, as his name fully proves, was said
to be communicating with the rebels outside; hence
the defence of the Magazine fell entirely on Euro-
peans. No part of the honour belongs to any
Mussulman or Hindoo, and the strength of the
establishment shows that their numbers were very
far in excess of the English agents engaged in the
work of supervision.

After exposure to agalling fire of musketry, and
when every hope failed the gallant defenders, the
signal was given and obeyed. The train was fired,
and in an instant the explosion followed, taking
with it several hundreds of the rebel assailants.
Lieutenants Willoughby and Forrest, and the heroic
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Conductor Buckley who fired the train, escaped.
Lieutenant F(')rrest was badly wounded, having been
struck on the hand by two musket shots, besides
being hurt by the recoil of a howitzer, and Con-
ductor Buckley was shot in the arm above the
elbow. The subsequent fate of the illustrious com-
mandant of the Magazine, on this memorable day,
is somewhat hidden in doubt and obscurity; but it
is very generally feared and believed that he fell
by the hands of lawless villagers, probably belonging
to the Goojur caste, somewhere on the Meerut road,
while endeavouring to effect his escape.

The Government have marked their sense of the
services of the defenders supposed by them to be
surviving, by promoting Lieutenants W. Raynor and
G. Forrest to the rank of Captains, and raising
Conductors G. W. Shaw, J. Buckley, and J. Scully,
to the rank of Assistant Commissaries of Ordnance,
and Officiating Sub-Conductor W. Crew to the rank
of Conductor; and Sergeants Edwards and Stewart
to that of Sub-Conductors.

It is said that the sepoys on seeing the explosion,
exclaimed, "What a bad man the Genera is to
kill our people in this way." Captain De Teissier,
who had been more or less anxious for the safety of
Hisguns, ever since the two last had been sent into
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the city, under Lieutenant Aislabie, and knowing
the value they would be in the defence of canton-
ments, and in covering the retreat of our own people,
urged their recall a second time on the Brigadier,
and an order was accordingly sent for them to return.
Shortly after the guns were seen from the Flag-staff
Tower returning at a trot up the main road. Of
course their return was now calculated upon, though
they were proceeding up the road to cantonments,
instead of the road leading to the Flag-staff Tower,
where all our officers and ladies were assembled.
A bugle was sounded to intimate to the officers that
the guns were required not in cantonments, but at
the Flag-staff Tower; the signal was, however,
unheeded. Captain De Teissier, supposing that the
sounds of the bugle had not reached the ears of his
men, and hearing some musketry shots as the guns
neared a detachment of the 38th N. L, mounted his
charger and rode in the direction the guns were
taking, to give them his orders by word of mouth.
He gave the order to wheel to the right, and come
up towards him at atrot, as soon as he waswithin
a short distance of the guns.

The mutineers now gave him an inkling of their
designs on the guns, for the detachment of the 38 th
N. I. shook their muskets at him, and some six of
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them fell on one knee, levelled their pieces, and
deliberately directed their fire at the gallant officer.
Fortunately the shots escaped his own person,
but took effect on his horse; the poor animal
was mortally wounded, but lived to carry his rider
to the Flag-staff Tower, and then fell and expired.
The direction the guns took after this may be easily
imagined. They made for the Cashmere Gate,
guarded by the detachment of the 38th N. I.
Almost simultaneously with the order for the two
guns to return to the Flag Staff Tower, a similar
order was issued and received by the commanding
officer, Major Abbott, for the return of the detach-
ment of his regiment, the 74th N. L, which went in
support of the guns. As soon as the Deputy Collector
was made cognisant of this order, he remonstrated,
and begged for time to be given him in order to
communicate personally with the Brigadier on the
subject. The request was granted; the Deputy
Collector started accordingly, but never returned.
The evidence of the plot thickening became momen-
tarily more and more apparent, and he did not
venture on return. The two guns had ere this
passed within the archway of the Cashmere Gate,
and as soon as the gunners were seen by Major
Abbott, he interrogated them as to the cause of
0



18 QUTBREAK AT MEERUT. [ MAY,

their return. They only met his questions with-
unsatisfactory and evasive replies. Major Abbott
seeing but one Way‘ open to him, viz., to obey
his original instructions, determined upon taking
that course. He assembled his men to the number
of 120, directed the officers to fall in, and proceeded
to march towards cantonments, bidding the guns to
follow. The 74th had hardly advanced 100 yards
from the gate when the 38th N. | ., with a rush,
closed it, thus preventing the egress of t.he guns.
This done, they commenced deliberately shooting
down the officers of the 74th N. |., who had not
succeeded in getting out. Captain Gordon was the
first to suffer.  Lieutenant Revely was the next
in succession; but a moment before he expired, he
emptied the contents of both barrels of a gun in his
possession into a knot of assembled sepoys. Ensign
Elton jumped into the ditch surrounding the city
wall, scrambled up the counterscarp, and made across
country to cantonments. Major Paterson, of the 54th
N. L, likewise managed to effect an escape.

Major Abbott, on hearing the sounds of musketry,
determined to return to the Cashmere Gate to the
rescue, but his men strongly objected, and the reasons
they gave were so forcible that he abandoned the
intention.  And the merciless rebels continued firing
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indiscriminately at the officers and ladies who had
congregated at the Cashmere Gate, and been left
behind. Lieutenant Osborn was thus struck in
the thigh; and Mrs. Forrest, the wife of one of the
gallant defenders of the Magazine, was wounded in
the right shoulder. This lady and her daughters,
and some others beside, eventually escaped. A
desire for plunder now seized the sepoys at the
main guard at the Cashmere Gate. Opening the
guns upon the retreating officers and ladies, as a
last mark of vengeance, which guns were only
distant from the fugitives about forty yards, they
rushed to the Treasury. Thisenabled several parties
to escape, who might otherwise have been sacrificed.

The company at the Flag Staff Tower now deter-
mined uponfalling back, if possible, someon K urnaul
and Umballa, and others on Meerut. Carriages
were seen wending their way in the direction of
the Kurnaul Road. There was a general flight.
Toremain longer was simply to court certain death.
Among those who thus fled, numbers, after the
endurance of long exposure, severe hardships, and
many an imminent danger, eventually found a city
of refuge in Kurnaul, or Meerut, or Umballa;
others, again, cruelly perished on the road.

In dwelling on these painful occurrences, one

02
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thought constantly occupied my attention, until |
obtained some satisfactory information on the sub-
ject | could never account for the dilatory manner
in which the sepoys went about the work of mas-
sacre and rebellion. The magazine explosion did
not occur until the hour of three in the afternoon.
Many of the murders of officers belonging to native
regiments did not take place till the day had well
advanced, though | know the officers. of the 54th
Regiment N. |. were slain at an early hour. The
general flight of the British from the Flag Staff
Tower was only a little before sunset. Tins delay
on the part of the sepoys belonging to the native
regiments cantoned in Delhi aways puzzled me.
It was very recently | chanced to meet with the
Deputy Collector, and mentioned to him my diffi-
culty. Of course, without his assistance, | could con-
jecture many things both possible and probable; such
as, for instance, the desire of plunder, which always
seizes a demoralized and disorganised army. But
- theintelligence | received from him, and which he
states was furnished to him on the day of the-11th of
May on very credible authority, is more satiéfactory
and more certain. He says the King sent a sowaree
camel down to the Meerut road to report how near
the British troops were to his city. When the
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messenger returned, saying there were certainly
no European soldiers within twenty miles of Delhi,
the spirit of mutiny could restrain itself no longer.
It manifested itself in unmistakable ferocity, and a
scene of bloodshed and horror was inaugurated, over
the contemplation of which the heart grows sick.

Great was the excitement which prevailed in
Meerut between the 10th and 27th of May, the
day of my departure for camp. The causes of this
excitement were various. Small parties of refugees
from Delhi had to be welcomed and congratulated
on their escape from so apparently certain death.
And how any were ever permitted to escape is
a complete marvel. Then occurred the mutiny
in the ranks of the sappers and miners, in
which Captain Fraser, the commandant, lost his
life, and Colonel Hogge was wounded. The
mutineers in this case, however, were followed in
their flight towards Delhi by the Carabineers, who
charged them very gallantly, and cut up some
sixty or seventy of their number. Last of all, |
remember the fatal accident which befel the Acting
Magistrate.*

* A Johngton, Esg., C. S, one of theworthiest and best of men.
His death was occasoned by a fall ffom his horse and in his
death Government sustained a ve(y svereloss
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The school of instruction and institution of
the station belonging to the Bengal Artillery
Regiment had, by this time, become the resort
of men, women, and children. This is the self-
same place, where, as one of the Times fair
correspondents tells you, "Ladies who were mere
formal acquaintances now wring each other's
hands with intense sympathy." Thither every
one flocked for security, because it was any-
thing but certain that the mutineers from Delhi
might not come out from thence and attack us.
Every bungalow or dwelling-house was deserted,
for the night, at any rate, and no one dreamt of
sleeping beneath his own roof. '

The reports and rumours circulated at our place
of refuge were most bewildering: one day we were
all to be poisoned by the native servants; the next
wewere all to be murdered on the anniversary of
some Mahomedan feast; indeed every sort of
unfortunate prediction was promulgated. But |
should hope very few really entertained such fears,
and that those few who might have done so were
ladies; among whom the prevalence of fear was
natural enough, and pardonable also, considering the
horrors all of them had heard of, and -some few of
them had seen.
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At length the 27 th of May arrived, when the
small detachment of troops from this station
marched out of quarters to take the field. The
night was dark; the moon was late in rising.
It was the commencement of camp life to me, and
| had many and strange thoughts filling my mind;
while | dwelt with pleasure on happy anticipa-
tions of the future, | could not altogether divest
myself of some feelings of misgiving and pain.
We marched all night and halted by day. The
halts were soon after sunrise. After three nights'
marching we reached Ghazeeooddeennuggur, a small
but very strongly-fortified position on the river
Hindun, near which we took up our encampment.

It was now the 30th of May. The hot windswere
prevailing, and both man and beast in camp were
feeling their power and intensity. The presence of
an enemy nearer to us than Delhi, which was a
distance of some nine or ten miles, never occurred
to any one. Indeed why should such a thought-
occur, when our vedettes were on the look out and
reported nothing? Numbers of our officers, likewise,
led by curiosity, had either strolled on foot or ridden
on horseback, soon after our arrival, in the imme-
diate vicinity of the camp ground, and saw nothing?
No wonder, then, we should imagine ourseves out
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of harm's reach; at any rate for the present. The
day was passed as weary men, | presume, generally
pass a hot day in camp, in the plains of India—in
conversation and in sleep. It was nearing four
o'clock when the vedette rode in, and announced the
fact that we were about to be attacked. The news
took us by surprise, and the bugles of the British
camp had barely time to call to arms, when the
enemy's artillery opened upon us. The Rifles had
scarcely formed, when an eighteen-pounder shot came
bounding into camp. This shot took off oneleg of
each of two native palkee-bearers, who were sitting
at the tent door of the Carabineers hospital.
Immediately upon this, two companies of the
Rifles moved towards the Suspension Bridge erected
over the Hindun, followed by atroop of Carabineers.
The Horse Artillery went to the right of our
encampment, and Scott's Battery took a position
somewhat under the bridge. The two heavy guns
in camp opened on the enemy's guns, which were
posted at the toll-bar at the end of a causeway
about 600 yards long. The remainder of the Rifles
moved up in support of the two companies which
first left camp; and as soon as these two companies
crossed the bridge, they opened on the enemy's guns,
keeping close to either wall of the causeway, and



1857.] BATTLE OF THE HINDUN. 25

steadily advancing, supported by the Carabineers.
The other companies coming up, threw out skir-
mishers on the right and on the left, advancing
on a village which was keeping up a heavy fire
upon them. The remainder of the Carabineers,
with . Tombs' troop of Horse Artillery, followed
down the causeway in support.

The gallant Colonel of the Royal Rifles had
been all this while advancing with the two com-
panies of his distinguished regiment, which were
first to move out of camp; and when these two
companies were within eighty yards of the guns,
he gave the order to charge. The charge was
made in a most gallant manner; the enemy were
now seen deserting their guns. This result was
partly attributable to an admirable flank movement
of our artillery, under the able direction of that
excellent officer (now, alas! no more), Lieutenant-
Colonel Murray Mackenzie, and partly to thevery
effective fire of the Enfield Rifle. Presently an
explosion was heard. One of the enemy's tumbrils
had blown up. It was an act of one of themselves,
in the moment of their despair, and just as victory
was smiling upon our arms. The guns were now
taken. The honour of their capture belonged
exclusively to the 1st Battalion of 60th Royal
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Rifles, and more particularly to D Company of
that regiment Only a moment before it had been
bravely led by Captain F. Andrews, who was inthe
act of cheering his men to the charge, when, as he
was calling to his men " Come on D, come on D,"
he was suddenly removed, together with several of
his brave and faithful followers, from the scene pf
conflict: not being permitted to reap the honour
which was their unquestionable due. The officers
that night drank in solemn silence to the memory
of the brave departed; and from the manner in
which the toast was proposed by Dr. Innes, the
surgeon of the regiment, and received by every
officer and member of the mess, | am sure, from
his gallantry and other estimable qualities, that the
memory of poor Andrews will be long and fondly
cherished by them.

The battle was not of long duration, and the
operations of that day reflect the greatest credit
upon Brigadier Wilson, who commanded, and upon
every arm of the service under his command.
Every officer and man did his duty both nobly
and well; and to this fact (never, of course, for-
getting the Divine blessing), the victory of that
day may be attributed. Seven hundred Englishmen
put to flight a disciplined army of more than seven
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times their number, and entrenched within so strong
a native village, that if you would only garrison it
with two companies of the Rifles, no British regiment
in the service would be able to drive the occupants
from their hold, or scarcely a man of the attacking
regiment leave the place with his life.

The guns taken were five in number, and out of
thefivetwo were of heavy calibre. The skirmishers
advanced into the village, and drove the enemy out.
While in the act of relinquishing the village them-
selves, the Rifles found about fifty of the enemy
concealed in aditch, not one of whom was permitted
to escape. After the capture of the guns, Tombs'
troop and four companies of the Rifles, with the
Carabineers, moved round to the rear of the village
in question, and opened fire upon it. One of the
four companies of Rifles veered round to the enemy's
position in order to set it on fire, and gradually work
their way completely through it. But the intense
heat of the weather, aggravated and increased con-
siderably by thefiery flames, which were consuming
the village, rendered the task utterly impracticable.
Moreover, many of the villages of Hindostan are
very intricate places, wherein numbers of men may
be unnecessarily lost, without receiving any com-
mensurate good in return for the loss sustained.



28 OUTBBEAK AT  MEERUT. [MAY,

Hence the original intention was abandoned. Never-
theless, the majority of the attacking force, which
had come out of Delhi, was driven again within
its walls; after sustaining a very severe loss in
killed and wounded, and leaving behind them not
only their guns, but carts full of entrenching tools
and sand bags: these were demonstrative proofs to
us, that had we been only a day later in our arrival
at the Hindun, we should have experienced more
difficulty in dislodging them from their entrenched
position.

The 31st of May, 1857, was a Sunday. It was
moreover, Whitsunday. Its opening hours were
solemnized by the burial of the dead. The looks
of mourners standing around the spot which was
selected to be the resting place of that which was
mortal of the brave departed, betokened how genuine
and universal was the sorrow felt upon the occasion.
A babool tree, alittle in the rear, and a mile stone,
(either the eighth, ninth, or tenth from Delhi,) a
little above, and situated on the main road between
Meerut and Delhi, mark the spot. There we laid
them to resolve into their original elements—" earth
to earth, ashes to ashes, and dust to dust—in sure
and certain hope of the Resurrection to Eternal
life." There was no church parade that day.
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Another attack was expected, and about midday it
took place. At that hour appearances of the enemy
on the other side of the suspension bridge, be-
came manifest; the bugles accordingly sounded the
alarm. Thereupon two guns advanced across the
bridge, supported by a troop of Carabineers, and
took up a position at the toll-bar. The Royal
Rifles followed half way down the causeway, which
has been already mentioned in yesterday's proceed-
ings, detaching skirmishers to the left in order to
attack a village in that direction. Just at this
moment the gallant Captain Rosser, in charge of the
troop of Carabineers at the toll-bar, rode up and
said to the Colonel of the Rifles, " | am a target,
sir, for the men in the village." Upon receipt of
this intelligence, Colonel Jones advanced with two
companies of his own men, beyond the position
already noticed as taken up by the guns and the
troop of Dragoon Guards; then he wheeled into line,
and proceeded to make an attack on the obnoxious
village. Thero he and [his men "remained for two
hours, under a very heavy fire of cannon and
musketry; but the intensity of the afternoon's sun,
aggravated considerably by the smouldering remains
of ricks and rubbish within the village, rendered it
very uncomfortable to remain there any longer.
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Accordingly, it was evacuated, with the intention
on the part of the Colonel to take his men to the
front; where, in his judgment, they might have
proved more serviceable, and be less inconvenienced
by the heat. He had hardly, however, proceeded
to the execution of his intention, when he received
orders from Brigadier Wilson to hold the village.

In obedience to this command, Captain Wilton
was left in charge of the two companies of Rifles,
who returned to their original quarters, and kept
possession of the village, while the Colonel himself
rode to the front. Our skirmishers were keeping
up a brisk fire, before which the enemy were steadily
retiring. Presently a tremendous shower of grape
was directed against our front. This was the signal
for the enemy to limber up their guns, and retire at
agalop. Now the whole force changed front to the
right, and attacked the village on the right of the
skirmishers; holding, at one and the same time, the
road, and destroying the village by fire. Neverthe-
less, the enemy could not be followed up by us; our
men being completely overcome by the long con-
tinued and harassing labours of the day, together
with the effects of the excessive heat upon the human
system.

Only those present on this occasion, can form any
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idea of the power of the rays of the sun during the
day. They smote like the fiery blasts of the furnace.
The sufferings of the soldiers must have been some-
thing terrible, and beyond anything which they had
ever experienced, in or out of India, before. Thirst,
as a necessary consequence, was amost insatiable,
and the intolerableness of it was greatly enhanced
by the impossibility of relieving it in sufficient
degree.  The indefatigable exertions of Surgeon
Innes, of the 60th Rifles, in which he received active
co-operation from Ensign Everard A. Lisle Phillips,
of the 11th Bengal N. L, orderly officer to Colonel
Jones, to alleviate this portion of the soldiers' suffer-
ings, were praiseworthy beyond measure; and the
real satisfaction which both these gentlemen must
have felt at the success which attended their
combined efforts, is easier imagined than de-
scribed.

Amid all this heat the fight was at its very fiercest
Moreover, it continued very long. Some were sun-
stricken, some slain, and a few, whose cruel thirst
induced them to slake it with water provided by the
enemy, in vessels containing strong corrosive poison,
were thus deprived of life. But all circumstances
duly considered—the enemy's numbers, their vast

resources, the season of the year, and our ‘own posi-
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tion, which was essentially distinguished for its
absence of all cover—the casualties of the day were
comparatively very few, and our success was signal
and complete. '

Amongst our losses was Lieutenant H. G. Perkins,
of the 2nd Troop of the 1st Brigade of Horse Artil-
lery, avery excellent and efficient young officer; who
fell, 1 believe, while in the act of laying one of his
troop guns. One moment he was aliving, thinking,
speaking agent, and the next he had passed away
from the presence of the strife of men; in the
operations of which, during the greater portion of
two consecutive days, he had taken, in common with
his troop captain, the distinguished Major Tombs,
a prominent and very honourable part. His death
was noticed in orders by the Brigadier commanding
the force, in terms which his conduct richly merited,
and which convincingly show that he was valued
not awhit less by his own arm of the service, than
he was esteemed by the force generally. His mortal
remains rest in peaceful slumbers, which now only
the blasts of the archangel's trump shall disturb,
near the grave of the gallant Andrews.

Poor young Napier of the 60th Rifles was aso
dangerously wounded during the same engagement,
and lost his leg immediately upon being brought into
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camp, and subsequently aso his life, from the effects
of the wound at Meerut. This brave officer, though
young in years, was considered to be amost promising
soldier. Gallantry was a conspicuous feature of his
character, and the buoyancy of his youthful spirits
led him to expose himself on many an occasion very
nobly, though perhaps unnecessarily: but even that
was a fault, if fault it may be called, in the right
direction, and one which the increase of years and
experience would have chastened. | am certain
from what | saw of him in his moments of trial,
and during a very severe medical operation, that had
his life only been spared, and his wound admitted of
his continuance in the service, he would have proved
himself avery distinguished member of her Majesty's
army. It was touching, indeed, to hear, as | heard,
the laments of this soldier-boy, when he began to
realize the heavy loss he had sustained, the severity
of his wound, and the probable effect which that
wound might have on his future military careen.
With tears, many and bitter tears, which only areal’
soldier like himself can shed, he repeatedly said,
with great vehemence of manner, and an equa-
amount of transparent sincerity, " | shall never lead
the Rifles again; | shall never lead the Rifles again."
This was among the bitterest of his regrets. His

D
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wound—its dangerous nature and its painfulness,
were trifles, in his estimation, in comparison with
the fears which he felt respecting the blighting of
his, prospects as a soldier, and in anticipation of
severance from his regiment. But good and brave
as young Napier was, he was but one, to my certain
knowledge, of a small band of very young officers
belonging to this incomparable regiment, who vied
with each other in aspirit of the friendliest emulation,
each trying to excel the other in the faithful and.
manly discharge of their duty.

This regiment was my home in camp: | have
seen it under all circumstances. | have noticed the
conduct of its officers, and | have observed the disci-
pline prevailing in its ranks, in cantonments, in camp,
and also when actually engaged in the field, and such
as my opinion is worth | give it freely and honestly.
| regard it as unquestionably one of the very best
schools in which a young soldier can be trained;
and whether as a parent or as a Christian minister,
without a moment's misgiving, | would say, if a son
of mine must be and will be a soldier, | hope he
may have the good fortune to learn his profession,
and continuously exercise it too, in no other regiment
than the 60th Royal Rifles.

During the siege there was less heard of this
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corps, and the noble part it took in the operations,
before Delhi, than perhaps of any other regiment
composing the force ; though its claims were univer-
sally acknowledged and appreciated by the whole
besieging army. It contributed more than a lion's
share towards the successful termination of the con-
flict in which we were engaged; and while other
regiments had the pre-eminence in numbers in the
mortality tables from disease, no corps, | can safely
say, is able to show such an overwhelming majority
of "Kkilled in action, " in the column headed " Cause
of Death,” in the camp burial register, as the 1st
Battalion of the 60th Royal Rifles.

Nor was this the result of any careless indifference
for life manifested by this regiment over every
other in the field. The regiment certainly never
shrank from danger, nor ever once turned in the day
of battle.  Wherever exposure was necessary, the
rifleman exposed himself, without misgiving or fear;
and yet, | am equally certain, that not a man of
them forgot, after the'first two days experience at
Hindun, the vital principles strongly inculcated upon
the students in every rifle regimental school. Never-
theless, from the arduous posts which they occupied
upon every occasion, and the unflinching fidelity
with which they always held them, their losses

D 2
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from real accidents of war were infinitely greater
than from any other cause, and more than in any
other regiment. But in saying thus much of this
corps, | repudiate all intention of detracting in any
measure from the well-earned reputation of every
other regiment in the force, whether secured in
previous engagements, or during the few last months
of our encampment before Delhi, and the storming
operations which concluded them.

During the remainder of our stay at the Hindun
we were unmolested; and | think we tarried there
some three or four days, whether more or less |
cannot say. After that we had some long and
harassing marching across country, and by roads that
are in reality no roads at all. Upon one occasion
of marching, we left the last encamping ground at
half past six or seven in the evening: and never
halted, or | should rather say, never encamped again
until one o'clock the next afternoon. | do not think
the cattle had water during all that time, while the
men were very little better 'off; and it was then
in the hottest days of June.

Nothing worthy of record occurred between the
dates of the last fight and our junction with the
main army, originally commanded by His Excellency
General the Honourable George Anson, who died of
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cholera on the 27 th of May, at Kurnaul. The mono-
tony of the march was a little broken at Baghput,
where we crossed the Jumna by a bridge of boats
on the 6th of June; and on Trinity Sunday, the 7th
June, we reached Aleepore, and joined army head-
quarters, which was commanded by Major-General
Sir H. W. Barnard, K.C.B.
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CHAPTER IL

THE SIEGE OF DELHI.

THE camp was struck at one o'clock on Monday
morning the 8th of June, preparatory to an advance
on the enemy's entrenched position at Badlee Ki
Serai. We had the certainty of an engagement at
sunrise: in fact the march was timed for this
express purpose. The army left Aleepore in array
of battle, and formed as follows: — The advance
column consisted of artillery and cavalry, the 3rd
Troop of the 3rd Brigade of Horse Artillery, under
command of Major Frank Turner, four guns of the
2nd Troop of 1st Brigade, under the command of
Major Tombs, and three squadrons of H. M.'s 9th
Lancers. The artillery command devolved on Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Murray Mackenzie, and the whole
column was placed under the command of Brigadier
Hope Grant, C.B., commanding the Cavalry Brigade.

The second column consisted of one squadron of
6th Dragoon Guards (Carabineers), four heavy guns
in position on the road, a party of sappers, chiefly



1857.] ATTACK OF 33ADLEE Kl SERAI. 39

Europeans, with entrenching tools, four guns of Major
Scott's Battery, H.M.'s 75th Foot, and 1st European
Bengal Fusiliers. Lieutenant Chesney was the engi-
neer officer appointed to command the party of sappers.

The third column consisted of the 1st Battalion of
60th Royal Rifles, the 2nd European Bengal Fusi-
liers and the Sirmoor Battalion, a party of sappers
under Lieutenant Salkeld of the Engineers, 2nd
Troop of the 3rd Brigade, under Captain Money,
and a squadron of H. M.'s 9th Lancers.

The rear guard was commanded by Major Caobbe,
of 87th Royal Irish Fusiliers, and consisted of one
squadron of 6th Dragoon Guards, one Company of
2nd European Bengal Fusiliers, and two guns of
Major Scott's Battery. The rear guard assembled
in front of the siege train. '

This was the extent of our force ; but it would be
a mistake to suppose that any of the European regi-
ments named were present in their integrity: not a
single corps on the 8th of June was at anything like
its full strength. The advance column took a road
to the right, so as to come upon the left flank of
the enemy; other two columns, the first of which
was commanded by Brigadier Showers and the second
by Brigadier Graves, moved fully half an hour after
the advance column.
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“At grey dawn of morning the enemy opened
fire upon us. Our watches told half past four.
The din of war. commenced, and once commenced,
did not cesse until late in the afternoon. The
enemy showed great skill in the selection of his
position. Nothing could have been better than the
sites of his batteries, and complete protection was
afforded by serais and gardens surrounding. There
was the most secure cover for them; and, added
to this, they had the advantage of an intimate
acquaintance with the locality. The practice of
their artillery was excellent; they had the range
to a nicety, and their fire was rapid, and scarcely
unbroken for amoment. There can be no question it
was telling with deadly effect on our advance column.

Presently the order was given to charge their
guns. This arduous duty fell to the lot of I1. M.'s
75th-Foot. Nothing could possibly surpass the dis-
tinguished gallantry of this corps; they mounted
the bastion under the direct fire of the rebels' guns,
and carried them at the point of the bayonet: in
doing so they lost in all nineteen killed and forty-
three wounded, including both officers and men.
It wasjust under the brow of the bastion, advancing
with his company, that Alfred Harrison, a lieutenant
in the 75th, nobly fell, after receiving two wounds
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(the first of which he never heeded) in the moment
of victory. He found a grave on the field of battle
with numbers of others, who fell with him. The
gallant 9th Lancers now charged the enemy's field
pieces, which they took in brilliant style, and suc-
cessfully turned them on the retreating rebels. The
2nd Infantry Brigade had by this time come up in
line.

Success followed success.  Progress was the order
of the day. The enemy were driven back. We
captured twelve guns, three of which number were
heavy ones, besides all their ammunition and stores
and tents. Apparently the traitors were in the act
of cooking their first meal when the attack com-
menced. The whole force kept steadily advancing,
until we reached the high open plain, on the side
of the canal nearest Kurnaul, when a halt was
proclaimed. It was thereupon determined to ad-
vance across the canal through cantonments, and
take the heights above them. The Royal Rifles
moved to the left and broke into skirmishing order,
advancing onwards to the canal, which was at this
season of the year fordable. Crossing the canal,
and advancing up the rocky face of the hill, round
shot and grape came pouring in very thickly. On
crowning the heights and descending the other side,
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the Rifles advanced a short way, when the colonel
of the regiment caused his bugles to sound " Left
shoulders forward;" this was one of the most effective
movements of the day, as it completely outflanked
the enemy on the heights. At the same time
Captain Money's troop guns opened fire from the road
crowning the heights, on the left side of the Flag
Staff Tower. The guns on the heights were now
captured at the charge. The other brigades moved
round by the right, and did excellent service; the
particulars of which | have, however, no record of,
nor can | get details from any authentic source.
Nevertheless, it was fully admitted on many occasions
in my hearing, that the conduct of the whole of
the troops on this memorable day was admirable
and unexceptionable. After the general engagement
of the day, the enemy made a contemptible effort
to retake the guns on the heights; but our men
very soon repulsed the attack.

The day was now fast declining; but before the
sun sank, the parade-ground of the native regiments
in the cantonments of Delhi was covered with tents,
and the British flag waving in the breeze, indicated
the site of the head-quarters of the British army.
Our losses were considerable. They fell chiefly on
H. M.'s 9th Lancers, and H. M.'s 75th Foot, who
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bear on their colours (which were carried this day
into action with unflinching courage by Ensign
G. H. Eow), the significative emblem of the Royal
Tiger. The army had lost its Adjutant-General,
Colonel Charles Chester, very early in the conflict,
whoso remains, with those of Captain Claud W.
Russell, we committed to their last resting-place, in
the presence of several, if not all of the officers of
the head-quarters of the army, just before the setting
in of night; shortly after which, worn with exposure
and fatigue, some of us fell adeep. But by far the
greater portion passed the night on picquet duty,
though all were equally harassed with the labours of
the preceding day.

There were, however, circumstances in connection
with the proceedings of this day, which deserve
record, and | am sure will be read with the deepest
emotion and the liveliest interest. | have already
observed, that early during the day, the Adjutant-
General of the army was killed, and his horse under
him. | remember well the painful spectacle, which
his lifeless body, as it lay prostrate on the ground,
under the brow of the mound beneath which he
had received his mortal wound, presented to the
eye of the bystander. By this time | had grown
familiar with sights which one never sees except on
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a campaign; but this familiarity had not, on this
occasion at least, blunted the sensibilities of my
nature. | felt acutely for the departed; and |
fancied | realized something of the feelings with
which the unexpected intelligence of his deathwould
be received by those nearest and dearest to him.
Such feelings would have been yet more acute
had | known, as | looked upon the corpse, that the
Adjutant-General actually lived for a few moments
after being wounded, and bade Captain Barnard, the
son of the General commanding the force at the time,
raise his head, that he might catch a glimpse of the
wound. Colonel Herbert, of H. M.'s 75th, tells me
this was a positive fact; and as soon as Chester saw
‘the nature of the wound which had been inflicted
upon him, and was convinced of its being mortal, he
coolly, and yet kindly, expressed his convictions
to General Barnard's son; begging the generous
youth, who would stay to minister to his dying
moments, to care for himself, and leave him, a dying
man, to his fate: he then expired. My former
reflections, without the knowledge of these touching
facts, so characteristic of the good and brave soldier,
the least selfish of men, cast a deep gloom over me;
they disposed me, in spite of the excitement conse-
quent on the din of war, which was raging amost
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on every side, to dwell on subjects befitting so
solemn an occasion, when nearly every event and
sight of the day were preaching loudly and con-
vincingly from the text: " In the midst of life we
are in death."

A summons from an orderly officer of one of the
brigadiers, who chanced to meet with me, had
attracted me to the spot. | was requested by him
to address a few words of comfort to another officer,
who had been smitten down by the same shot which
killed the Adjutant-General. He was mortally
wounded, and his death was only a question of time.
Very nearly the whole of the leg above the knee
had been carried away, and the femoral artery was
dreadfully shattered. A tourniquet was all that
medical skill could suggest to save the patient from
immediately bleeding to death; it was accordingly
applied, and protracted life for some few hours.
| found the patient extended on the ground. Many
were ministering to him, and showing the deepest
sympathy for his sufferings. Nothing could exceed
the interest manifested on behalf of the sufferer by
doctors, by friends, by all. But all keenly felt that
every effort was unavailing to stay the fast ebbing
sands of life. It was evident that he must die.
Under these impressions 1 approached the dying
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soldier. | had no previous acquaintance with him,
and | felt the disadvantage of thisin my ministerial
position; for | had his confidence to gain, before
| could hope to do him the least good, or speak so
freely and fully to him as the emergency of the
occasion and a faithful discharge of ministerial duty
imperatively demanded. Fortunately, however, he
was a man of warm feelings, and a tender heart;
and a little kindness soon won him. | saw the
impression which had been made, when | was about
to leave him for a moment. In faint and feeble
tones, consequent on the excessive loss of blood sus-
tained by his system, he called me back, and bade
me not leave him. | had no intention of doing so;
but some other wounded had attracted my attention,
and as several persons were near, | could hold no
close communion with him at the moment: | was
simply deferring matters for a short time. The
exigencies of the service called even his friends
away, and presently he and | were left alone.

Never shall | forget the anxiety of his look or
the gentle pressure of his hand, or the power of
those words, when he said to me sadly and slowly,
calling me by my name* " Is there hope for a great
sinner?"  When | replied affirmatively, and very
confidently, he objected, sfa\ying, "But you don't
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know what a sinner | havé been, and am at this
present moment" Then he began, with tears, to
reproach himsdf, calling up the advantages of early
education, which he said he had despised, the oppor-
tunities he had logt, the sns he had committed;
and what seemed to- give poighancy to his sorrow,
was the bitter recollection of the fact, that his trans-
gressions had been againg light and love, and mercy
unbounded. As | witnessed this sight and listened
to these words my heart was stirred within me, and
| could not but weep; but my tears were not altoge-
ther tears of sorrow. Deep was the impression which
his words made upon me, and that impression was,
" Here is a brand which will be plucked from the
burning."

| proceeded to open out to him fully the way of
justification as revealed in the pages of Inspiration.
He listened most attentively and most devoutly, as
I showed him by citations from Scripture, the great
truth which our sdf-love and sdf-righteousness
make us loath to learn, and lean upon as our only
hope; namely, that we are accounted righteous
before God, only for the merits of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, and not for our own works
and deservings. This truth smply told, and exem-
plified by various references to " The Brazen Ser-
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pent" in the Wilderness, and yet more fully enforced
in some of the more striking incidents of the case of
the penitent and dying thief upon the Cross, seemed
to givehim unspeakable comfort. He appeared to lay
bold of these things, just as one may fancy a drown-
ing man would grasp the rope which some friendly
hand had directed towards him, and which, if he
fail to seize, he would be carried away and for ever
lost. So, in my humble and fallible judgment, this
gallant but dying officer clung in his moments of
despondency and sorrow, and when his vital power
was hourly on the wane, to the promises of pardon
in the Gospel. He looked towards the Cross, which
proclaims forgiveness to the guiltiest of the sons of
men, though, like the dying thief, they may have
clung to sin to the very last, and confessed his guilt
without extenuation or.reserve. He admitted his
own obnoxiousness to eternal death, as the wages
of his own sin, and with my own ears | heard him
pray the " publican's prayer." Wherefore, then,
should | question that he obtained the publican's
mercy ?

My heart was then too full to suggest more than
that | should pray for him. He begged | would.
The sights and sounds of war were around and
about us. The roar of cannon told us both that the
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conflict was still raging with unmitigated fury. But
amid all thisdin and confusion, the actual scene of
which was somewhat in advance of us, | caused the
dhoolie which bore him to be halted, and | knelt
beside the dying man; and if | ever prayed in my
life, or ever knew what it was to pray, | prayed then.
The prayer was necessarily very short. It could
not possibly be long. Neither the place nor the
strength of the patient would admit of prolixity.
When ended, | charged the dhoolie bearers to carry
him forward. | was advancing all day by his side,
walking with the dhoolies, stopping only now and
again to give him and them water, whenever we
came near a well, and to quench my own thirst,
for the heat of the day was insufferably great.

My syce, with the pony which had been kindly lent
me, had deserted me, from fear of the presence of
round-shot and shell. A gun, which had aso been
lent me, and was carried by a servant, in case of
necessity, had aso vanished; though both pony and
gun afterwards turned up in camp. .

The patient whose case most interested me, and a
detail of which | have been giving, appeared very
unwilling for me to leave him, if only for an instant,
and no sooner missed me than he sent his bearer to
me, who said, " My master calls for you." | always

E
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obeyed the summons as soon as possible after receiv-
ing it. | remember distinctly upon one occasion,
when | was thus summoned by his servant, he had
a most weighty question to put to me. | myself had
forgotten to allude to it, and | was very glad that
he had reminded me of my own negligence and
forgetfulness. It was this: " You have shown me
how | am to secure the pardon of my sins; my past
experience of myself has taught me what confidence
to place in the fidelity of my own heart. Thisis not
the first time | have thought of religion, or resolved
to bereligious. My nature is gay, my temper vola-
tile. | am essentially a creature of impulse. If the

~_mercy of God should restore me to health, what
security have | that | shall not returnto my sins, as
the dog to his vomit, and the sow that was washed
to her wallowing in the mire?" This was the sub-
stance of his remarks, not the actual words in which
he expressed himself.

It was now my privilege to teach him the
doctrine of sanctification; and | felt the responsi-
bility attaching to my ministerial office, and the
necessity of a proper execution of it at this solemn
moment, more than ever | recollect to have ex-
perienced upon any former occasion, since the year
1846, when | was first called by the Bishop of Ely,
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in Professor Scholefield's church, St. Michael's,
Cambridge, to the holy order of deacon, and when
I heard the present Master of Jesus College preach
solemnly and faithfully from the text, " And n6 man
taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called
of God as was Aaron"—Hebrews v. 5. For, con-
sidering the awfulness of my position, | must have
been less than man not to have realised it. Here
was a student docile, inquisitive, and earnest. |
knew full well it was the very last opportunity which
would probably be afforded me of speaking to him
respecting so great and vital a truth, for his appear-
ance betokened approaching dissolution; and my
excessive fatigue, consequent on walking for so many .
hours in a broiling sun, and exposed to the prevailing
hot winds, made it necessary that | should first
mount a dog-cart which was near, and afterwards a
gun-carriage belonging to Major Scott's battery, and
so reach the spot selected for encampment.

Ere | did this | showed him that sanctification is
the work of God no less than justification, and that
the former is the necessary consequence of the latter;
in other words, that wherever God justifies He always
sanctifies, and that our sanctification is the most con-
clusive evidence of our justification; that the agent in
the work of sanctification isthe Holy Spirit, and that

E 2
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His influences are promised to faith, and would be
given in answer to earnest and believing prayer,
which any sinner, despite the nature and extent of
his sins, should be led to offer in the name of Jesus.
This he told me he regarded as a complete and satis-
factory answer to the doubts with which, up to this
time, he had been tormented.

I now gave directions to his servant to shield
him as much as possible from the rays of the sun,
which he felt and complained of frequently; but
there was really no help for it under our circum-
stances, and, considering the time of day and the
season of the year, everything that could be done
was done for him. His bearer appeared to be an
attentive and feeling man.

Shortly after this we parted; my friend, | hope,
to take refuge from the cares and miseries of this
mortal life, in Abraham's bosom; and | myself to
labour afresh, and with greater heart in the Lord's
vineyard: and more particularly, for the present at
least, in that portion of it to which | had been called
in God's good Providence, and at the request of our
late Commander-in-Chief, the Honourable George
Anson; which portion composed the British army
that had even yet to encamp before Delhi.

I never more saw Captain———inlife, but | looked
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upon him in death; and to do this | had to descend
into the grave after | had formally consigned him to
its custody. | simply lifted the sheet from his
face. Itwas unbound. This was all the coffin we
could afford him. And though not apt to indulge
in fancies, or to place much reliance in appearances
after death, | thought, yea, | am confident, his
features were lighted up with a smile; and | may
perhaps be pardoned, if | am considered extravagant
in the thought, that | looked upon that smile as
expressive of the hope which he had in his death.
The enemy's policy soon peered out. It consisted
in harassing and wearing out our men by daily
attacks, and constant exposure to the sun. This
policy was made manifest on the very day after our
camp was pitched on the site where it remained
from the night of the 8th of June till the end of
September; without exception, the very worst period
of the year for life in tents anywhere in the plains
of India, but more particularly on the parade-ground
of the Delhi cantonments, which all past experience of
native regiments had proved to be the most unhealthy
station for troops in the North-Western Provinces.
The ground on which our camp was pitched is
bounded in the rear by the canal, which had the
advantage of bridges on either extreme, and which
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the enemy, previously to our approach, tried to
destroy, but only partially succeeded in the effort.
In the front it was defended by the heights or ridges
overlooking cantonments, and which we had taken
from the mutineers only the day before. On the
extreme right of our position was Subzi Mundi,
or.the vegetable market; and nearer to camp, was
what we designated the Mound, where we after-
wards erected a battery of large guns, named the
"Mound Battery;" on the extreme left of the camp
flowed the river Jumna.

We had batteries at the "Mosque," at Hindoo
Rao's house, and the " Observatory,” and some light
field-pieces at the Flag Staff Tower, aimost on the
spot where Captain De Teissier planted his two guns
on the 11th of May, the day of the mutiny at Delhi.
These several batteries commanded the approaches
from the city. With the deficiency in numbers of
our force generally, it was utterly impossible to
advance nearer to the walls. The nearest battery
must have been at a distance of 1,500 yards, or
even upwards. Breaching was literally impossible
under such circumstances, and with the ordnance
we had. The main picquet was at Hindoo Rao's
house, and was commanded from the very first
by Major Reid, of the Sirmoor Battalion, who, it is
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alleged, never left his post, even to come into camp,
from the time he assumed command of it till the
14th of September, the day of the storming opera-
tions, when he was severely wounded at Kissen
Gunge. It would perhaps be impossible to single
out a more devoted or gallant officer than Major
Reid, or one more cool under the heaviest fire.
His picquet was literally his home.

I think it was on the 9th of June that the
“® Guides Corps" cameinto camp. This was the first
instalment of the Punjaub reinforcements, which Sir
John Lawrence, the " Chief Commissioner in the
Punjaub " sent to us from time to time. Without
such a man, at such a crisis, or in any other place
but the one which he fortunately occupied, | dread
to think what might have happened to the British
cause. Under God, it was Sir John's controlling
and master-mind which saved Upper India. Again
and again he robbed the province over which he
presides of its own legitimate and barely sufficient
military stays and supports, Yo feed the scanty
numbers of the Delhi Field Force, growing yet more
scanty still, and that daily, from constant engagement
with the enemy, and from losses by disease.

Too much cannot be said in praise of the " Guides
Corps." Of native regiments they are second to
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none. Their services on the Peshawur frontier,
and in various parts of the Punjaub, has gained
them a well-earned reputation in India. And it
is reported that, upon the occasion of their march
towards Delhi, they travelled the entire distance
from Murdan, in Eusufzye, to the camp—not much
less than 600 British miles—in twenty-two days; a
march which General Sir Harry Barnard believed
to have no parallel on record. Notwithstanding
this fact, the Guides were pronounced, at the
end of the march, by the officer commanding the
" Field Force," to be in perfect order, and fitted for
immediate service in the field; the correctness of
which opinion was put to an impartial test, and
established beyond doubt, in a very short time after
their arrival among us. They went directly from
the fatigues of a harassing march to actual engage-
ment witfy the enemy below the heights, bravely
led by their Commander-in-Chief, Captain Daly.

A very dashing young officer with whom | had a
ministerial interview‘, the night before he passed away,
commanded the cavalry portion of the Guides, that
corps being composed of both cavalry and infantry.
As | have already said, the enemy engaged us
during the day. They attacked our main picquet
at Hindoo Rao—the key of our position—and
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attempted to take our guns. The commandant of
the Guides cavalry, young and valiant, the pride
of his men, of course took part in the fight, and was
aas! mortally wounded. His career was brief but
full of glory; indeed, it would be difficult to say
which was more glorious, his rising or his setting
sun. His devotion to his country shone very con-
spicuously and brilliantly, even in anticipation of
death. He seems to have been fond of classic quo-
tation; and, perchance, from frequent familiarity
with the authors of Greece and Rome in his boy-
hood and school-days, he imbibed the first inspira-
tions of that noble military spirit which afterwards
so pre-eminently distinguished him.  Upon this
sorrowful occasion, as he lay languishing from his
wound, in camp, he exclaimed—a smile playing at
one and the same time upon his handsome and
manly countenance,—" Dulce et decorum pro patria
mori." Thus died, on the 10th of June, 1857, re-
joicing in the cause of his death, Quintin Battye,
one of the noblest of England's younger sons, a
simple lieutenant in the 56th Regiment Bengal
Native Infantry.

The first appearances of cholera in the camp
showed themselves early on the morning of the
9th of June. There had been a few cases along
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the line of march. Captain Howell, of the 1st
European Bengal Fusiliers, died of this disease at
Aleepore, on the 7th of June. Two of the doctors,
the surgeon and assistant-surgeon of H. M.'s 75th
Foot, were simultaneously attacked on the morning
of the 9th. The two patients were striking con-
trasts. The one was a man of Herculean build.
His whole appearance indicated great strength; he
was tali of stature, of robust and apparently mus-
cular frame; indeed, his physique reminded one
forcibly of the giants of old, of whom we read in
sacred and profane lore. He was a lion of a man.
The other Was_the very reverse, and how different
the destiny of each; for one there was life, for the
other, death.

But the chief excellency of Surgeon Coghlan did
not merely consist in physical greatness, he was as
large in heart asin person, and to this fact the tes-
timony of the regiment was universal. It was in
every one's mouth, from the colonel commanding,
downwards, " Never had regiment such a doctor."
It seems he had cholera only a few days before this
last attack to which | am referring, and battled
successfully against it. The moment, however, he
was convalescent, he threw himself heart and soul
into his regimental charge. Report says of him,
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that he was most careful of every one but himself.
With his own system, he seemed to believe that he
might take the greatest liberties. And, aas for
himself, his family, and the public service, he did
so once too often. His strong frame could not
withstand this double attack, and about 11 o'clock on
the night of the same day on which he was seized
with cholera, he expired.

By religion, Dr. Coghlan was a Roman Catholic;
but, as Father Bertrand, a very old campaigner, who
served with the troops in the second Punjaub cam-
paign, avery worthy man, and the Roman Catholic
priest to the Delhi Field Force, had not then arrived
in camp, | felt it my duty to visit the sufferer. In
going to his tent, | had my Bible with me, which |
took for the use of his Assistant-Surgeon, lying and
languishing of the same disease in the next tent. |
confess | felt a delicacy in tendering my minis-
trations to a Roman Catholic. After a little con-
versation, Dr, Coghlan said to me spontaneously,
and without suggestion on my part, except probably
the sight of the Bible in my hand, " | have lived a
Roman Catholic,, and if | die, | shall die a Roman
Catholic; still, as there is as yet no priest present
with the force, read me a portion of the Bible. |
know and value its pages" | complied with this
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request, and when | had finished reading, he
repeated the Lord's Prayer with uplifted hands, and
in avery earnest and devout manner..
Thistriflingincident | mention for obvious reasons.
It was a comfort to me at the time to know that it is
not every member of the Church of Rome who ignores
the orders of the Anglican Church, though many do so.
And while | am conscious that just as much bigotry
prevails in the Church of England as in the Church
of Rome, |, as one of the ministers and members of
the former of the two churches, sigh for the advent
of those days, when, without the compromise of one
iota of principle on either side, except as the result
of honest conviction, the members of both Churches
may be drawn towards each other in the freedom
of friendly religious intercourse and argument, and
without any of that asperity which too often charac-
terizes the communications of both parties at the
present time. Let dogmatism distinguish neither,
and the good effects of the absence of this evil will
be sooner or later apparent to everyone, and the
sacred cause of truth will be materially benefited
thereby. Nevertheless, | believe there is a time
when, and a necessity under which, it is lawful, yea
imperative, to contend even for the faith once
delivered to the saints; but this contention, while
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characterized by inflexibility of principle, should be
unexceptionable as to temper. Never contend on
the subject of religion, except in the spirit of
religion, which is love, and this is a maxim which
Christians will do well to observe in the determi-
nation of their differences upon such points.

Nothing could exceed the pertinacity with which
the enemy continued their attacks. The earliest days
of encampment before Delhi were, unquestionably,
the most trying and harassing to our troops. The
poor fellows had no proper rest by night, the small-
ness of the force requiring so many for the ordinary
picquets, and admitting scarcely of any relief for
any length of time together; while those who were
in camp often slept under arms, not knowing the
moment when their services might be urgently
required. At first, it was literally nothing but
fighting by day, and watching and expecting to
renew the conflict by night, and in the discharge of
both duties you could not fail, from frequent visits
to the picquets, to recognise the same hands ever-
lastingly employed in the same work.

We came to besiege Del hi, but we very soon learnt
that, in reality, we were the besieged, and the muti-
neers the besiegers. | have frequently heard num-
bers, shortly after our arrival in camp, question the
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wisdom of so small a force assuming so proximate
a postion to a city of such-dimensions, with such
a population and such resources. These opinions,
considering the quarters from whence they came,
are entitled to great respect. To an unprofessional
man, and a civilian like myself, | freely confess it
did ssem to savour of rashness to dream of the
capture of Delhi with little more than two battalions
of infantry, a small force of European cavalry, and
no great strength of artillery; besde which, there
wer e some native troops; but all, when put together,
both European and native, amounted to a very insig-
niftcant number.

| think no general would have ventured on such
a course if the enemy within Delhi had been
European instead of Asiatic. For, while posterity
might have applauded his indomitable courage
and unbounded spirit of enterprise, they could have
said little for the judgment and prudence of an act
which would have entailed nothing less than the
complete annihilation of the whole army. And
even with the enemy we had to deal with, if they
had not been judicially blinded, and so acted con-
trary to every dictate of common-sense, Smultaneous
attacks in the front and rear of the camp, continued
for any length of time together, and made moreover
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in sufficient force, and not by driblets, as was the
wont of our adversaries, our troops, after making
the most ample allowances for Anglo-Saxon energy
and valour, must have eventually sunk beneath
fatigue and exposure in combination.

On the other hand, there were those who affirmed
with much earnestness and apparent sincerity, that a
daring and dashing policy, even at the sacrifice of
every recognised and established military principle,
as advocated from long and large experience by some
of the best and most successful commanders that the
world has ever seen, was the only policy we could
pursue, under existing circumstances. In fact, that
it was both well and wise to do as we did, and to act
aswe acted. Of course, with the isues of things
now before us, and success actually achieved, though
with considerable difficulty, these will remain open
guestions to the end of time. But | cannot easily
forgef that with daily fights, and as many asthree and
four engagements in a single day, together with our
decreasing numbers, and the enemy's constantly
increasing reinforcements, during the first 'fortnight
or three weeks of our existence before Delhi, people
naturally enough had their serious misgivings about
results, and these misgivings were not confined to
persons of insignificant position, but were shared, at



64 THE SEGE OF DELHI. [JUNE,

least, to my certain knowledge, by one who took
as conspicuous a part as most men in the military
operations going on.

The operations of the 10th of June, so far as the
enemy's line of attack and our defence were con-
cerned, were a counterpart of those of the preceding
day. Hindoo Rao was again attacked in force, and
garden fighting in the neighbourhood of Subzi-
mundi was resumed; and although we lost many
a brave man in those gardens, we always succeeded
in dislodging the enemy, and occupying the position
for the moment. But it was not till somewhat |ater,
and when our actual losses forced the conviction of
the necessity of doing so upon us, that it was deter-
mined to permanently establish a picquet at Subzi-
mundi, and so prevent the recurrence of constant -
fights on the same ground.

The fire of the enemy was very sharp on the 10th
of June. The British, however, quietly stood it,
awaiting their opportunity to repay the debt with
full interest. They allowed the enemy without the
walls to exhaust their ammunition, and then, with
the loud British cheer which never yet failed to
make the sepoy's craven heart to quail, they charged
the mutineers, and pursued them almost to the walls
of their own city. Every one now thought the
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labours of the day ended, and naturally enough
sighed for a night of undisturbed repose; but,
alas! in this they were hoping against hope.

At eleven P.M., the bugle sounded the alarm, and
the troops turned out. Fortunately the alarm in
the end, and after some long- waiting and suspense,
proved false, and the fear unnecessary. But, to
show the state of anxiety which every one felt
more or less at this time, though no one dared to
confess it, even to himself, a certain corps, which
had very greatly distinguished itself only a day or
so before, and has often since given unquestionablo
proofs of gallantry, was, either through forgetful-
ness or accident, not recalled with others, and the
poor fellows, -from overwork, fell adeep while
standing on the ground. Who could resist deep
that had been working as they had worked
the previous day! and, moreover, in yielding to
seep they neglected no duty: they were simply
under arms as reserves and supports, and not as
picquets or guards. Presently some trifling acci-
dent roused their slumbers, and the men rushed
to their arms in consternation, believing the enemy
to be upon them, and so wounded, in their alarm,
one of their own comrades. -

The 11th of June—Barnaby day as we quaintly
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call it in Cambridge, where it would doubtless have
been much more pleasant to have been bodily pre-
sent, taking a bachelor of divinity's degree, than
grilling in camp before Delhi — passed off very
quietly. There was no attack on our position, in
any quarter of it; but the cannonading on both
ddes was very heavy, although | do not think we
sustained any losses from the enemy. | know we
all thought it very fortunate to excape an attack:
it was more mercy than we had reason to expect
from the enemy, judging of him from his ante-
cedents.

The field force orders of this day contained one
very dgnificant order, indicative of the fact that our
ammunition supplies for heavy ordnance were not
very abundant: at any rate it implied that we could
buy, with advantage to oursdves, some of the
enemy's thrown away 24-pounder round shot, which
might be brought into the artillery park by any
one at two annas a piece; of course to be used up
again by us. Ever after this the native camp
followers might be frequently seen risking the loss
of a limb, or even life itself, in order to earn a
few pice, and thus enrich themselves: this little
circumstance shows what dangers poverty or
avarice will force men to face, and for how
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little, when it suits him, the native will venture
a great deal. At other times the very same
man will make a virtue of nothing, and plead
excuses ad infinitum to escape the plainest and
easiest duties.  Such is one phase of native cha-
racter in India.

The 12th of June was nearly as important a
day as any in the annals of the siege. The enemy
had evidently heen reserving themselves for a
vigorous effort, and the calm which distinguished
the 11th was only the prelude to the storm which
raged on the 12th. Though apparently idle and
listless for twenty-four hours previously, or at
least as long as the sun illumined the heavens
during the preceding day, the enemy were up and
acting under cover of the succeeding night, making
a sneaking advance along the whole*front and
" hoth the flanks of our position. Up to this date
we had no picquet further advanced on the left
than the Flag Staff Tower, and at this picquet
it is universally admitted there was a partial
surprise at sunrise, or soon after. This surprise
is attributed to some trifling oversight, in a some-
what premature removal of the sentries coming off
picquet, before the arrangements of the ordinary
reliefs of the day (which were then in course of

F 2
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taking place) had heen completed. In consequence
of this, the enemy advanced a little too near the
guns without being observed; or, perhaps, which
is equally likely, the policy of the officer in com-
mand was to let them advance within close range
of our musketry and then receive them with a
tremendous volley. But whichever way it was,
the guns were as nearly as possible captured.
The rebels evinced more than ordinary daring,
coming up in spite of the steady resistance made
against them by the picquet: and but for the
timely succour of two companies of the Rifles,
who had to ascend with all practicable speed the
hill leading up from cantonments and camp to the
Flag Staff Tower, the extent of the mischief that
might have been committed by the enemy on the
camp is easier imagined than described. But the
Enfield rifle in the hands of such men as those of
H. M.'s 1st Battalion of the 60th Rifles, cooled
the courage of the assailants, and caused them to
retreat somewhat faster than they had advanced;
but not before they had inflicted some severe losses
on our side.

Upon this’ occasion, Captain Knox of H. M.'s
75th Foot, and several men of the same regiment,
werekilled. That officer had only a moment before
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shot with his own hand one of the enemy, when his
eye caught sight of a sepoy levelling his musket at
him; ",See” said he, to one of his men, " that man
pointing at me; take him down." The words had
hardly escaped his lips when the fatal shot took
effect upon his person. He was on one knee when
singled out as a mark by the mutineer, and, | am
told, as soon as he received the shot, he rose regu-
larly to " attention,” and then fell and expired
without word or groan.

This day we established the " Metcalfe Picquet,”
so called, because it occupied some part of the site—
near or within the stables—on which stood the family
seat of Sir Theophilus Metcalfe, Baronet; a princely
mansion, which, with all its costly furniture and
expensive fittings-up, was destroyed by fire on the
night of the 11th of May by the mutineers. The
loss sustained by this one family aone is very
considerable. The ruins show plainly enough
the grandeur and magnificence which must have
characterised the house in its palmy days. But
Ichabod is now inscribed on every wall; and the
destruction being so overwhelming and complete, it
is a question if attempts at restoration would not
result in a larger expenditure of money than the
erection of an entirely new building. The present
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owner, however, escaped with his life, though him-
self in the city at the time of the outbreak; and
proved himself, from his local knowledge, and by
the energy of his character, one of the best poli-
tical officers with the force: he was present in
the camp, from the very commencement of opera-
tions against Delhi; "and his services as such deserve
the consideration of Government.

On the night of this day, | was sleeping outside
my tent, because it was more pleasant and refresh-
ing to do so—indeed it was a custom with every-
one in camp, and at this season -of the year could
be done without risk—when my slumbers were dis-
turbed about midnight; why, | cannot say; it
was not certainly because | was in the secrets of
the " council of war," or anticipated that the enemy
would attack us, or, still less, that there was any
intention on our part to assault them: though if |
had anticipated the latter of these two things, | should
for once at least have proved a prophet.

The moon was shining, and, as | lay thinking,
my thoughts were interrupted by a comparative
stranger, ayoung engineer officer, with some repu-
tation in his profession, and still greater influence-
with the Government of the North-West Provinces,
and who was not wanting either in influence within
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camp. He was seeking the tent of the colonel of
the Rifles, to communicate the General's instruc-
tions. It was this young officer, who, if report
spoke truly, drafted a plan of attack upon the
city, and urged the General very strongly to adopt
it. Arrangements had been accordingly made, and
the attack determined upon ; although this determi-
nation was kept profoundly secret, except from a
privileged few. The plan consisted of all the troops
turning out of camp under cover of night, advancing
on the city, blowing up one of the gates, and taking
the enemy by surprise; even the picquets on the
heights were to be withdrawn. The camp was to
protect itself the best way it could, with what little
remained in it, consisting chiefly of cavalry; and
as to reserves and supports in cae of a repulse,
there were none whatever: the whole affair was
manifestly intended to be a coup de main. The
proposed assault did not, however, take place;
although the Rifles advanced gallantly to within
300 yards of thewall, in execution of their instruc-
tions, and were then recalled. The other troops
had not, | believe, left camp, but were awaiting
definite orders. '

Several causes were cited for the failure of this
scheme; the most probable being that which alleged
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that the brigadier who was on duty for that day and
night refused to withdraw the picquets guarding the
guns on the heights, on any authority less than a
written command from the General; a course of
proceeding which | think was fully warranted by
military usage.

The position in which General Sir Harry Barnard
was at this time placed, was a most trying and
critical one—a position, perhaps, without parallel—
and his actions were necessarily regulated by cir-
cumstances, and influenced more or less, in common
with the actions of all other men, by public opinion;
and not improbably also, by expressions of will on
the part of superior, if not supreme, authority. Cer-
tainly the outcry in Indiaat this time was universal
for the fall of Delhi. Those only could be endured
who favoured immediate and active measures for
the capture of the city. The question whether we
were really strong enough, either never entered
men's minds at all, or was hastily assumed to be
unquestionable. Moreover, this being the first year
of the Generd's life in India, his system was not
fairly acclimated, and his health was manifestly
suffering.from excessive exposure—for he was a man
of very great self-sacrifice—and also from the heavy
load of responsibility, cares, and anxieties which he
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had to bear: and which so entirely absorbed the last
days of his life, that his appetite almost completely
forsook him, and even deep denied him that cessa
tion from mental toil which is absolutely necessary
to recruit an enervated frame.

The rains now were near at hand; every one
possessing experience of India was exclaiming (and
some of these exclamations, doubtless, reached the
General's ears as well as those of others), " If the
army remain on this spot—and where else could it
remove to, except within the city, without detri-
ment to the British cause?—men will die off like
sheep affected with rot." Then, again, the line of
our defences along the front, rear, and both flanks,
could not have been much less than seven miles
in circumference. These had to be provided for;
and if cholera ravaged our martial host—a contin-
gency not very improbable, and which was after-,
wards realised, but not to so terrible an extent as
might have been expected—from whence was this
provision to come? Under such a combination of
circumstances, who can seriously blame a General,
knowing his want of experience in India, for ques-
tioning his own judgment, and deferring largely to
the judgment and positive assertions of those in
whom he had every reason, professionally and other-
wise, to confide.
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A general impression prevailed in camp during
"Friday, June the 13th, that the enemy contemplated
an attack in force. Intelligence had been received
to that effect; and an encounter actually took place,
but did’not prove to be of a very serious nature.
The picquets were again the points of attack, and
the usual results followed the exertions of our brave
soldiery. The enemy, certainly beaten, and per-
chance ashamed also, retired within walls again;
giving us the rest of the Sabbath almost entirely
unbroken, excepting only the disturbance occa-
sioned by the play of batteries on both sides.

Divine service was solemnized, and a sermon
preached by me in the neighbourhood of the Head-
quarters Camp as early as half-past five in the morn-
ing, in the large messtent of the 2nd European
Bengal Fusiliers. This was our first Sunday before
Delhi, and the close of the first week's existence
in a camp which was destined to be our comfort-
less home for so many months. Even within seven
days, the churchyard showed unquestionable evi-
dence of the havoc of war. It was consecrated
ground, formerly used for European officers of native
regiments which were quartered here, and situated
close to the canal, a common hard pathway separat-
ing the one from the other ; and the manifest tokens
of fresh closed graves scattered here and there, pro-
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claimed the melancholy reality that many a warrior
had laid down his arms never to resume them again
in revenging the cause of his countrymen and
countrywomen, who had suffered cruel and shame-
ful injuries, the thought of which makes the"heart
shudder.

The day of the 15th of June had been hardly
ushered in when the enemy commenced an attack
on the picquets in force. The fight was very pro-
tracted. It commenced soon after half-past five,
and the firing did not entirely cease until nearly
2 P.M. This was a very hardly contested business
on both sides, and, if | remember rightly, between
half-past fivein the morning and .two in the after-
noon, the force, or, at least, some part of it, was
called out on two distinct occasions. Report said
the mutineers sustained very heavy losses;, but their
casualties were often magnified beyond all due
bounds: the imaginations of men raised them to
something perfectly marvellous; whereas, | verily
believe that at this time, from their superior know-
ledge of the locality, the odds, as far as losses were
concerned, after making due allowance for the num-
bers composing the besieging army and those of the
besieged, were relatively in their favour, and against
ourselves. And | am very far from singular in this
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opinion: there are many who agree with me on the
subject.  Unquestionably, however, the fallen and
wounded of the enemy during the day were admitted
on all sides, and by every kind of authority, to be
exceedingly heavy,

I remember very well what contradictory accounts
prevailed in camp, and what anxious thoughts like-
wise arose on the subject of reinforcements. Some
ventured to say they were at hand, and others very
wisely asked "Where are they to come from?" In
answer to the latter of these two duestions, many
pointed to the South, and reckoned on Wheeler
hastening from Cawnpore to our succour. The
communications were now very nearly, if not quite,
closed up, between the camp and the stations in the
North-Western Provinceswhich were below Meerut.
Our information therefore was very uncertain; and
we were in utter ignorance of the atrocities being
practised daily by the mutineers, here, there, and
everywhere. Now we hoped, and now we feared.
Some confidently predicted that “Vheeler's star
would prove in the ascendant; that he was equal
to any emergency, and able to conflict with almost
any combination of circumstances, with honour to
himself, and benefit to his country.  Others, again,
had accustomed themselves to look deeper into
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things, and to judge rather more deliberately con-
cerning them. They were not the men to question
Wheeler's ability and* tact, but they wished to se
the General's calculations of'resources opened out a
little more widely, and marked a little more defi-
nitely. They only required to be certain of succours
and supports being rendered to him in time to be
of use. From his well-sustained reputation, they
naturally enough expected great things of Wheeler,
but not impossibilities. Such were some of the
conflicts of opinions, and the vacillations between
hopes and fears which were characteristic of the
British camp at this time, and even later. It can
be easily imagined how highly we were exalted one
moment by one class of prophets, and how gloomy
we- were apt to grow in company and conversation
with another. Between these alternations of hopes
and fears, we spent that portion of camp life not
actually required for hard fighting and hard work;
and those who had the wisdom to strike the balance
between extremes, neither believing too much nor
disbelieving everything, found themselves happier
under suspense, and least disappointed in the end.
Nothing of any great moment occurred on the
16 th of June, but on the following day two or three
events of importance have to be chronicled. Our
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hospitals in nine days were full to repletion; casual-
ties multiplying apace with every fresh fight. There
was an imperative necessity,*therefore, to send all
cass that admitted of removal to Meerut; as the
comforts of a "cantonment*' over a"field hospital"
will readily be admitted. The doctors were all busy
as bess in making arrangements for the transport of
sick and wounded, via'Baghput, to M eer ut; and fore-
most in all these kind offices was Surgeon Innes, of
H. M.'s 60th Rifles, whose hospital was a pattern
hospital for cleanliness and comfort. The interest
which this officer always took in promoting the
welfare of his patients; getting them punkahs and
charpoys—a sort of native bedstead—and a thousand
other little things which were then very difficult to
be obtained, and, above all, giving their cases many
of which were exceedingly critical, the benefit of his
services in a spirit of the greatest cordiality and
deepest sympathy, gave one an exalted idea of his
character, both as a practitioner and a man.

While upon the subject of " hospitals” | cannot
deny myself the great satisfaction of bearing my testi-
mony to the untiring exertions, throughout the entire
campaign, made by the medical department of the
army generally in the fulfilment of duties inevitably
painful and unpleasant. My object in alluding



1857.] TRIBUTE TO MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 79

to the subject of hospitals, and the services of those
who superintend and control them, is twofold: first
as an act of justice to a class of men of whose
doings very little notice is taken and still less said,
while their manifest importance no words can
possbly overstate; and secondly, because | had
frequent opportunities of seeing and appreciating
these services. Friends at a distance, especially in
the humbler (but, nevertheless, honourable) ranks of
life from whence the private soldier is drawn, may
be glad to learn that a brave son or brother,
wounded or sick, was not without considerable sym-
pathy and care when a patient in any of the regi-
mental hospitals before Delhi. Their wants were
often most tenderly anticipated, their comforts
always attended to, and every possble effort was
made to assuage their pains and restore them to
health.

The popular impression of field hospitals is unac-
countably erroneous. These places are not such
centres of «fish indifference and cold-hearted per-
functoriness on the part of thewhole towards the sick,
or of the practitioner towards his patient, as some
have imagined. We should indeed have benefited at
Delhi by the presence of some one of kindred spirit
with the gentle and sdf-sacrificing Florence Nightin-
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gale, one of the greatest and best of women in the

~ 19th century, and whose philanthropic deeds have
made such a permanent impression on the age in
which she lives. Nevertheless, | hope something of
her spirit animated in the camp many who were
not of her own sex: and who shall say that her
devotion during the campaign in the Crimea did not
induce some at least of those manifestations of kind-
ness in word and deed which I witnessed within the
camp before Delhi,—manifestations of which none
were more liberal than the regimental surgeons and
assistant-surgeons of the corps composing the field
force.

Besides the sick which left for Meerut, a number
of refugees who had fled from various places in the
North-Western Provinces—many of them officers of
Customs, deputy collectors, and others, with their
wives and families—and whose steps Divine Pro-
vidence had directed towards the camp, were
despatched on the 17th of June, with the patients
-of the several hospitals, to the cantonment aforesaid.
The privations and miseries suffered by them, during
their concealment in the villages which harboured
them in disobedience to the orders of the Mogul
Court, and after\;vards, when they became residents
in camp, are painful to think of. Among this large
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medley of all sorts and complexions, some purely
European, others nearly native, and almost every
possible degree between the two, were children of
various ages, from the infant of a few months or
weeks to a boy or girl in their teens. Their hard-
ships, past and present, made these people easy
victims to cholera. | saw them in tents (some of
which had been supplied at considerable inconve-
nience to the department by the Quartermaster-
General of the Army) with as many as seven or eight
grown people, married and unmarried, huddled
together in the greatest state of confusion and dis-
comfort, and enduring at that very moment priva-
tions of no ordinary character, though most of:
them, by their ‘own industry and talents, had been
hitherto able to supply themselves with almost every:
comfort.

During the few days these refugees remained,
with the army, they did not know from whence to-
obtain their daily bread. The British soldier, how-
ever, with that generous and open-hearted kindness
which distinguishes him at home and abroad, assisted
the poor people; and | hope this Samaritan act of
our men will secure for many a hero among them
the noble reward which Christ has promised to
bestow upon any that give the simplest gift, even a

G
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cup of cold water, in the name of a disciple.  Such
as these brave fellows had, they gave, nothing grudg-
ing; dividing all they had, even to a crust and a
rag, with those whose wants were real and not
assumed for the sake of deception.

Some of these refugees died while in camp.  One
infant, with its young mother sitting and watching
besde it with sad countenance and tearful eyes,
I fancy | can now se before me; its attenuated
limbs, its sunken and glazed eyes, its drawn and
pinched features, its convulsive frame: that piti-
ful sight | shall never forget. The results which
| saw before me were attributed to two causes, viz.,
the heartless desertion by its native wet nurse, and
the inability of the child's system to assmilate other
than that natural nourishment-which its mother could
not give it. The-company crowded within this tent,
men, women, and children, all seemed paralysed. The
men Wereunmanned, and the women broken-hearted;
even the very children themsdves had apparently
forgotten the gambols and the mischief which charac-
terizetheir years: there was an unnatural depresson
here that told itsown tale. Those who had the power
to think sat brooding over their sorrows, reviewing
the past and anticipating the future with a settled
gloom, which no cheering word or promise from a
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stranger's lips seemed sufficient to break. | confess
freely, | was glad for them and glad for myself when
they left, because the same thought which assured me
that, their journey ended, they would reach a happier
home, assured my fears likewise that, with their
departure, | should most probably for the future be
spared the repetition of such harrowing scenes.
Hitherto we had invariably acted on the defensive,
but on the 17th of June a change of tactics was made,
and we became the attacking party. Our point of
attack was a serai at Kissen Gunge. The enemy,
we heard, were erecting a battery to rake our entire
position. To defeat this object, a party consisting of
two companies of Rifles, besides an equal number
of Gorkhas, with Tombs troop guns—the whole
force, divided into two columns, being under two
leaders, Major Reid and Major Tombs, the latter
commanding the first column and the former
the second—attacked the serai, and either blew
or burst open the door, and bayoneted all the
enemy within, to the number of some forty or fifty.
Unluckily the battery was not in a sufficient state
of progress, and the proper complement of guns was
not in position upon it. The whole operation was
eminently successful, and resulted not only in the
discomfiture of the enemy, but in the capture, as a

az2
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trophy of war, of one of their guns. The services
of Major Reid and Major Tombs upon this occasion
were honourably mentioned by the General officer
commanding.

The service rendered to the British army by the
Gorkhas during the past and present year has
invested these natives with so much interest, that
the following short description of their personal
appearance and characters may not be altogether
out of place. The Gorkha is a native of the
hills, a man of low stature, and in this respect,
as well as some other essentia differences, a striking
contrast to the grenadier-looking sepoy of the regular
regiments of the Bengal army. By religion, | be-
lieve, he is a Hindoo, who eats meat, and drinks
more potent beverages than simple water, whenever
his means admit of indulgence in such luxuries. His
whole physique betokens the appearance of great
resolution. He walks with measured step "and firm
tread, and our experience of him warrants the asser-
tion, that he is among the very best and the most
attached of native soldiers to the British officer.
He fights with a determination and courage which
nearest resemble the European, with whom he ex-
hibits a strong disposition to fraternize; and for the
Gorkha in return the European soldier cherishes a
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c