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A TRUE HISTORICAL NARRATION

OF THE

REBELLION AND CIVIL WARS IN
ENGLAND.

BOOK V1!

1> As soon as the King came to Y ork, which was about the 1642
end of the year 1641, and found his reception there to be equal M2°" 19.
to his expectation, the gentry and men of ability of that great
and populous county, some very few excepted, expressing great
alacrity for his majesty's being with them, and no less sme of
the insolent proceedings of the Parliament, he® lesolved to treat
with the two Houses in another manner than he had done, and
to let them cleai ly know that as he would deny them nothing
that was fit for them to ask, so he would yield to nothing that
was umeasxmable for him to grant, and that he would have
nothing extoited from him that he was not very well inclined
to consent to  So, within few days after his coming thither,
he sent a Declaration (which he caused to be printed, and, in
the frontispiece, recommended to the consideration of all his
loving subjects) to them, in answer to that presented to him
at Newmaiket some days before. He told them that March9.

2 'Though that Declaration presented to hun at Newmarket from both

! [Called ' Lib. 4th' inthe MS, p 143, and dated ' Jersy, 5th October,'
(1646)]

2 18§ 1-30 are from the Hist., pp. 143-149]

* [' wh eupon he,’ MS.]
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2 The King's Declaration from York. [V.2

1642 Houses of Parliament were of so strange a nature in respect of what he ex-
pected, (after so many acts of grace and favour to his people,) and s
expressions in it so different from the usual language to pimces, that he
mightwell take avery longtime to consider it, yet the clearness and upright-
ness of his conscience to God and love to his subjects had supplied him with
a speedy answer, and hit. unalterable affection to his people prevailed with
him to suppress that passion which might well enough become him upon
such an invitation' He said, 'he had considered his answer of the first of
that month at Theobald's which was said to have given Just cause of sorrow
to his subjects but," he said, 'whoever looked over that message, (which
was in effect to tell him that if he would not Join with them in an act which
he conceived might piove prejudicial and dangerous to him and the whole
kingdom they would make alaw without him andimposeit upon his people,)
would not think that sudden answer could be excepted to' He said, 'he
had little encouragement to replies of that natuie, when he was told of how
little value his wouls were like to be with them, though they came accom-
panied with all the actions of love and justice, (where there was room lor
actions to accompany them ,) yet he could not but disavow the having any
such evil counsel of counsellors about him, to his knowledge, as were men-
tioned by them , and if any such should be discovered he would leave them
to the censure and judgment of his Parliament In the mean time he could
wish that his own immediate actions, which he did avow, and his own
honour, might not be so loughly censured and wounded under that common
style of evil counsellors  For his faithful and zealous affection to the true
Protestant profession, and his resolution to concur vvith his Parliament in
any possible course for the propagation of it and the suppression of Popery,'
hesaid 'he could say no more than he had already expressed in his Declar-
ation to all his loving subjects published in January last by the advice of
hisPrivy Council , in which he endeavoured to make as lively a confession
of himself in that point as he was able, being most assured that the constant
practice of his life had been answerable thereunto and therefore he did
rather expect a testimony and acknowledgment of such his zeal and piety
than those expressions he met with in that Declaration, of any design of
altering religion in this kingdom And," he said, 'he did, out of the
innocency of his soul, wish that the judgments of Heaven might be mani-
fested upon those who have or had any such design.

3 "As for the Scots' troubles,' he told them 'he had thought that
those unhappy differences had been wrapped up in perpetual silence by the
Act of Oblivion, which, being solemnly passed in the Parliaments of both
kingdoms, stopped his own mouth from any other reply than to shew his
great dislike for reviving the memory thereof He said, 'if the rebellion
in Ireland, (so odious to all Christians,) seemed to have been framed and
maintained in England, or to have any countenance from hence, he conjured
both his Houses of Parliament and all his loving'subjects whatsoever to use
all possible means to. discover and find such out, that he might join in the
most exemplary vengeance upon them that couldbeimagined But,' hetold
them, 'he must think himself highly and causelessly injured in his reputa-
tion, if any Declaration, action, or expression of the Irish rebels, any letter
from the count Rosetti to the Papists for fasting and praying, or nom Tris-
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v 5] The Kings Declaration from York. 3

tram Whetcombe * of strange speeches uttered in Ireland, should beget any 1642
jealousy of misapprehension in his subjects of his justice, piety, and affection
it being evident to all understandings that those mischievous and wicked
rebels are not so capable of great advantage as by having their fase dis-
courses so far believed as to raise fears and jealousies to the distraction of
this kingdom, the only way to their security ' He said, ' he could not ex-
press a deeper sense of the suffenngs of his poor Protestant subjects in that
kingdom than he had done in his often messages to both Houses, by which
he had offered, and was still ready, to venture his royal person for their
ledemption, well knowing that, as ho was, in his own interests more con-
cerned in them, so he was to make a strict account to Almighty God for any
neglect of his duty or then preservation

4 ' For the manifold attempts to provoke hislate army and the army of
the Scots, and to raise afaction in the city of London and other parts of the
kingdom, if it were sard as relating to him, he could not without great in-
dignation suffer himself to be reproached to have intended the least force or
threatening to his Pailiament, as the being privy to the bunging up of the
army would imply  Whereas he called God to watness he never had any
such thought, or knew of any such resolution concerning hislate army For
the petition shewed to him by captain Legg,' he sard 'he well lemembered
the same, and the occasion of that conforence Captain Legg being lately
come out of the north and repamng to hun at Whitehall, his majesty asked
him of the state of his army , and, alter some relation of it, he told his
majesty that the commanders and officers of the army had a mind to peti-
tion the Parliament, as others of his people had done, and shewed him the
copy of a petition, which he read, and finding it to be very humble, desuing
the Parhament might receive no interruption in the reformation of the
Chuich and State to the model of Queen Elizabeth's days, his majesty told
him that he sawnoharminit, whereupon captain Legg leplied that he believed
all the officers of the army would like it, only he thought sir Jacob Ashly
would be unwilling to sign it out of fear that it might displease him His
majesty then read the petition over again, and observing nothing in matter
or form he conceived could possibly give just cause of offence, he delivered
it to him again, bidding him give it to sir Jacob Ashly, for whose satisfac-
tion hewrit C R upon it, to testify his approbation, and he wished that
the petition might be seen and published, and then he believed it would
appear no dangerous one, nor a just ground for the least jealousy or mis-
apprehension

5 'For Mr Jermin,' he said, 'it was well known that he was gone from
Whitehall before he received the desire of both Houses for the restraint of
his servants, neither returned he thither, or passed over by any warrant
granted by him after that time  For the breach of privilege in the accusa-
tion of the lord Kimbolton and the five members of the House of Commons,’
he told them 'he thought he had given so ample satisfaction in his several
messages to that purpose that it should have been no more pressed against
him, being confident, if the breach of privilege had been greater than ever

1 [+ Whitcombe,' in the Declarationasprinted by theKing'sprinter, Rob.
Barker.!""
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4 The King's Declaration from York [v.5.

1642 had been before offered, his acknowledgment and retractation had been
greater than ever king had given besides the not examining how many of
his privileges had been invaded in defence and vindication of the other
And therefore he hoped his tine and earnest protestation in his answer to
then order concerning the militia would so far have satisfied (hem of his in-
tentions then, that they would no more have entertained any imagination
of any other design than he there expressed  But why the listing so many
officers and entertaming them at Whitehall should be misconstrued,' he said,
" he much marvelled, when it was notoriously known the tumults about West-
minster were so great, and their demeanour so scandalous and seditious, that
he had good ciuse to suppose his own person and those of his wife and children
to be in apparent danger , and therefore he had great reason to appoint a
guard about him, and to accept the dutiful tender of the services of any of his
loving subjects, which was all he did to the gentlemen of the Inns of Court.

6 'For thelord Digby, he assured them, in the word of aking, that he
had his wanant to pass the seas and had left his Court before ever he heard
of the vote of the House of Commons, or had any cause to imagine that his
absence would have been excepted against What their advettisements
were from Koine, Venice, Paris, and other parts, or what the Pope's nuncio
solicits the Kings of Fiance and Spam to do, or from what persons such
informations come to them, of how the credit and reputation of such persons
had been sifted and examined,' he said, ' he knew not, but was confident
no sober honest man m his kingdoms could believe that he was so desper-
ate or so sensdless to entertain such designs as would not only bury this his
kingdom in sudden distiaction and rum but his own name and posterity in
perpetual scorn and infamy A nd therefore,' he said, ' he could have wished
in matters of so high and tender a nature, wherewith the minds of his good
subjects must needs be staitled, all the expressions had been so plain and
easy that nothing might stick with them that reflected upon his majesty,
since they thought fit to publish it at all

7 'And having now dealt thus plainly and freely with them, by way of
answer to the particular grounds of their fears,' he said, ' he hoped upon a
due eonsideiation and weighing of both together they would not find the
grounds to be of that moment to beget, 01 longer to continue, a misunder-
standing between them, or force them to apply themselves to the use of any
other power than what the law had given them , the whrch he alwaysin-
tended should be the measure of his own power, and expected it should be
the rule of his subjects' obedience

8 ' Concerning Ins own fears and jealousies, as he had no intention of
accusing them, so,' he said, 'he was sure no words spoken by him on the
sudden at Theobald's would bear that interpretation He had said, for his
residence near them, he wished it might be so safe and honourable that he
had no cause to absent himself from Whitehall, and how that could be a
breach of pr vilege of Parliament he could not understand’ He said 'he
had explained his meaning in his answer at Newmarket, at the presentation
of that Declaration, concerning the punted seditious pamphlets and sermons
and the great tumults at Westminster, and,' he said, ' he must appeal to
them and all the world whether he might not justly suppose himself in
danger of either  And if he were now at Whitehall,'he asked them ' what
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secuuty he had that the like should not be again' especialy, if any delm- 1642
ents of that natme had beenappiehended by the ministeis of justice, and

had been rescued by the people, and so as yet had escaped unpunished ? Re

told them ' if they had not yet been informed of the seditious words used in,

and the cncumstances of, those tumults, and would appomt some way for

the exammation of them, he would require some of his learned counsel to

attend with such evidence as might satisfy them, and till that were

done, or some other course should be taken for his secunty,’ he said 'they

could not with reason wonder that he intended not to be where he most

desired to be *

9 He asked them ' whether there could yet want evidence of his hearty
and unportunate desireto joinwith his Parhament and all hisf uthful subjects
in defence of the rehgion and public good of the kingdom Whether he had
given them no other earnest but words to secme them of those desires?
He told them 'the very Remonstrance of the House of C ominous (published
in Novembci last) of the state of the kingdom allowed him a more real
testimony of his good affections than words, that Remonstiance valued
his acts of grace and justice at so high arate that it deelared the kingdom
to be then a gainer, though it had chaiged its If by bills of subsidies and
poll money with the levy of six handled thousand pounds, besides the con-
tracting a debt of two hundred and twenty thousand pounds more to his
subjects of Seotl and He asked them ' whether the bills for the triennial
parliament, for rehnquishing his title of imposing upon meichandise and
power of pressing of soldiers, for the tiking away the Star-chamber and High
Commission comts, for the regulating the Council-table, were but words ?
whether the bills for the forests, the stannary courts, the clerk of the market,
and the taking away the votes of bishops out of the Lords' house, were but
words ? Lastly, what greater earnest of his trust and reliance on his Parlia-
ment he could give than the passing the bill for the continuance of this
present Parliament? the length of which,' he said, 'he hoped would never
alter the nature of parliaments and the constitution of this kingdom, or
invite his subjects so much to abuse his confidence as to esteem any thing
fit for this Pathament to do which were not fit if it were in his power to
dissolve it to morrow  And after all these and many other acts of grace on
his part, that he might be sure of a perfeet reconcihation between him and
all his subjects, he had offeied, and was still ready to grant, a free and
general pardon, as ample as themselves should think fit Now if those were
not real expressions of the affections of his soul tor the public good of his
kingdom,' he said 'he must confess that he wanted skill to manifest them

10 'To conclude (although he thought his answer already full to that
point) concerning his return to London," he told them ‘that he was willing
to declare that he looked upon it as a matter of so great weight, as with re-
ference to the affairs of this kingdom and to his own inclinations and desires,
thatif all he could say or do could raise amutual confidence, (the only way,
with God's blessing, to make them all happy,) and, by their encouragement,
the laws of the land and the government of the city of London might re-
cover som life lor his security, he would overtake their desires, and be as
soon with them as they could wish  And, in the mean time, he would be
sure that neither the business of Ireland, or any other advantage for this
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1642 kingdom, should suffer through his default or by his a sence, he being so
far from repenting the acts of hisjustice and grace which he had already
performed to his people, that," he said, he should with the same alacrity be
still ready to add such new ones as might best advance the peace, honour,
and prosperity of this nation '

11 They who now lead this Declaration, and remember only
the insolent and undutiful expiessions in that Declaiation to
which this was an answei, and the more insolent and seditious
actions which preceded, accompanied, and attended it, may
think that the style was not answerable to the provocation,
nor princely enough for such a contest, and may believe that
if his majesty had then expressed himself with more indignation
for what he had suffered, and more resolution that he would no
more endure those suffeiings, they who were not yet grown to
the hardiness of avowing the contempt of the King (and most
of them having designs to be great with and by him whom they
provoked) would sooner have been checked, and recovered their
loyalty and obedience. But they, again, who consider and re-
member that conjuncture of time, the incredible disadvantage
his majesty suffered by the misundeistanding of his going to
the House of Commons, and by the popular mistake of privilege
of Parhament and consequently of the breach of those privileges,
and, on the contrary, the great height and reputation the fac-
tious party had arrived to, the stratngems they used, and the
infusions they made into the people of the King's disinclination
to the laws of the land, and, especially, that he had consented
to all those excellent laws made this Pailiament (of which the
people were possessed) very unwillingly, and meant to avoid
them; that the Queen had an econcileable hatred to the
religion professed and to the whole nation, and that her power
was unquestionable ; that there was a design to send the Prince
beyond the sees, and to marry him to some Papist; above all,
(which the puncipal of them with wonderful confidence in all
places avowed to be true,) that the rebellion in Ireland was
fomented, and countenanced at least, by the Queen, that good
terms might be got for the Catholics in England . | say, who-
ever remembers this, and that, though it might be presumed
that the exorbitancy of the Parliament might be very pffensive
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to some sober and discerning men, yet his majesty had no reason 1643
to presume of their eminent and vehement zeal on his behalf,
since he saw all those (two or three only excepted) from whom
he might challenge the duty and faith of servants usque ad aras,
and for whose sake he had undergone many difficulties, either
totally aliened from his service and engaged against him, or,
like men in atrance, unapphcahle to it, hewill conclude that
it concerned his majesty by all gentleness and condescension to
undeceive and recover men to their sobriety and understanding
before he could hope to make them apprehensive of their own
duty or the reverence that was due to him, and therefore, that
he was to descend to all possible arts and means to that purpose,
it being very evident that men would no sooner discern his
princely justic e and clemency than they must be sensible of the
indignities which were offered to him, and incensed against
those who were the authors of them.

12. And the truth is, (which | speak knowingly,) at that
time the King's resolution was to shelter himself wholly under
the law, to grant any thing that by the law he was obliged to
giant, and to deny what by the law was in his own power and
which he found inconvenient to consent to, and to oppose and
punish any extravagant attempt by the force and power of the
law, piesuming that the King and the law together would
have been strong enough for any encounter that could happen ;
and that the law was so sensible a thing that the people would
easily perceive who endeavoured to preseive and who to sup-
press it, and dispose themselves accordingly.

13. The day before this answer of his majesty came to them, March
though they knew they should speedily receive it, lest some-
what in it might answer, and so prevent, some other scandals
they had a mind to lay to his maesty's charge, they sent a
petition to him, in the name of the Lords and Commons, upon
occasion of the short cursory speech he made to their committee,
(which is before mentioned,) at the delivery of their Declaration
at Newmarket; in which they told him that

14 'The Lords and Commonsin Parliament could not conceive that that
Declaration which he received from them a Newmarket was such as did



8 Petition of the Lords and Commons [v.14.

1642 deserve that censure his majesty was pleaded to lay upon them, in that
speech which his majesty made to their committee , their address therein,
being accompanied with plainness, humility, and faithfulness, they thought
more proper for the removing the distiaction of the kingdom than if they
had then proceeded accotding to his message of the 20th of January, by
which he was pleased to desne that they would declare what they intended
to do for his majesty, and what they expected to be done for themselves ,
in both which' they said, ' they had been very much hindered by his majesty's
denial to secuie them, and the whole kingdom, by disposing the militia as
they had divers times most humbly petitioned And yet,' they said, ' they
had not been altogether negligent of either, having lately made good pio-
ceedings in preparing a book of rates to be passed in abill of tunnage and
poundage, and likewise the most material heads of those humble desires
which they intended to make to his majesty for the good and contentment
of his majesty and his people , but none of these could be perfected before
the kingdom be put in safety by settlingthe militia And until his majesty
should be pleased to concur with his Parliament in those necessary things,
they held it impossible for his majesty to give the world or his people such
satisfaction concerning the fears and jealousies which they had expressed, as
they hoped his majesty had already received touching that exception which
he was pleased to take to Mr Pimm's speech  As for his majesty's fears
and doubts, the ground whereof was from seditious pamphlets and sermons,’
they said, ' they should be as careful to endeavour the removal, as soon as
they should understand whit pamphlets and sermons were by his majesty
intended, as they had been to prevent all dangerous tumults And it any
extraordinary concourse of people out of the city to Westmmster had the
face and show of tumult and danger in his majesty's apprehension, it would
appear to be caused by his majesty's denial of such a guard to his Parlia-
ment as they might have cause to confide in, and by taking into Whitehall
such a guard for himself as gave just cause of jealousy to the Pailiament
and of terror and offence to his people’ They told him, ' they sought
nothing but his majesty's honour and the peace and prosperity of his king-
doms, and that they were heartily sorry they had such plentiful matter of
an answer to that question, Whether his majesty had violated their laws ?
They besought his majesty to remember that the government of this king-
dom, as it wasin a great part managed by his m sters before the beginning
of this Parliament, consisted of many continued and multiplied acts of
violation of laws , the wounds whereof were scarcely healed when the extre-
mity of all those violations was far exceeded by the late strange and un-
heard of breach of their laws in the accusation of the lord Kimbolton and the
five members of the Commons' House, and in the proceedings thereupon,
for which they had yet received no full satisfaction

15. 'To his majesty's next question, Whether he had denied any bill for
the ease and security of his subjects? they wished they could stop m the
midst of their answer, that with much thankfulness they acknowledged that
his majesty had passed many good bills full of contentment arid advantage
to his people but truth and necessity enforced them to add this, that even
in of about the time of passing those bills some design or other had been on
loot, which, if it had taken effect, would not only have deprived them of the
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fruit of those bills, but have reduced them to a worse condition of confusion 1642
than that wherem the Pailiament found them.

16 'And if his majesty had asked them the third question intimated m
that speech, What they had done for him?' they told hun, 'then answer
would have been much moreeasy that they had paid two a meswith which
the kingdom was burdened the last year, and had undergone the charge of
the war Ireland at thistime, when, through many other excessive charges
and pressures, his subjects’ had been exhausted, and the stock of the
kingdom very much diminished, which great mischieves, and the charges
thereupon ensuing, had been occasioned by the ev | counsels so powerful
with his majesty, and would cost this kingdom more than two millions, all
which, in justice, ought to have been borne by his majesty

17 ' Asfor that free and general pardon his majesty had been pleased to
offer,' they said, 'it could be no security to ther fears and jealousies, for
which his majesty seemed to propound it, because they arose not from
any guilt of their own actions, but from the evil designs and at-
tempts of others

18 'To that their humble answer to that speech, they desned to add an
information which they lately received from the deputy governor of the
Merchant Adventurers at Rotterdam in Holland, that an unknown person,
appertaming to the lord Digby, did lately sohcrt one James Henly, a
mariner, to go to Elsinore, and to take chuge of a ship in the fleet of the
king of Denmark, there prepared, which he should conduct to Hull, in
which fleet likewise, ho said, a great army was to be transported And
although they were not apt to give credit to informations of that nature,
yet they could not altogether think it fit to be neglected, but that it might
justly add somewhat to the weight of their fears and jealousies, considenng
with what encumstances it was accompanied, with the lord Digby's piece-
dent expressions in his letter to her majesty and sn Lewis Dives, and his

maedy's succeeding course of withdrawing himself northward from his
parliament, in @ manner very suitable and correspondent to that evil counsel,
which they doubted would make much deeper impression in the generality
of hispeople And therefore they most humbly advised and besought his
majesty, for the procuring and settling the confidence of his Parliament and
all his subjects, and for the other importantreasons, concerning the recovery
of Ireland and secunng th.s kingdom, which had been formerly presented to
him, he would be graciously pleased with all convenient speed to return to
those parts, and to close with the counsel and desire of his Parliament,
where he should find their dutiful affections and endeavours ready to attend
his majesty with such entertainment, as should not only give him just cause
of security in their faithfulness, but other manifold evidenceb of their earnest
intentions and endeavours to advance his majesty's service, honour, and con-
tentment, and to establish it upon the sure foundation of the peace and

prosperity of all hiskingdoms'
19. This, winch they called a petition, being presented to the March 26.
King, his mgjesty immediately returned by the same messengers
his answer, in these words :
1 [ whereby his subjects’ MS]
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10 The King's answer to the petition [v 20.

1642 20 * If you would have had the patience to have expected our answer to
your last Declaration, (which, considering the nature of it, hath not been
long in coming,) we believe you would have saved yourselves the labour of
saying much of this message A nd we could wish that our privileges on all
parts were so stated, that this way of correspondency might be preserved
with that freedom which hath been used of old For we must tell you, that
if you may ask any thing of usby message or petition, and in what language
(how unusual soever) you think fit, and we must neither deny the thingyou
ask, nor give areason why we cannot grant it, without being taxed of break-
ing your privileges, or being counselled by those who are enemies to the
peace of the kingdom and favourers of thelrish rebellion, (for we have seen
your printed votes upon our message from Huntingdon,) you will reduce all
our answers hereafter into a very little room, in plain English, it isto take
away the freedom of our vote, which were we but a subject were high in-
justice, but being your king, we leave all the world to judge what it is

21. 'Isthis the way to compose all misunderstandings? we thought we
shewed you one, by our message of the 20th of January , if you have a
better or readier, weshall willhngly hear kentoit, fur hither to you have shewed
us none But why the refusal to consent to your order, which you call a
denial of the militia, should be any mterruption to it, we cannot under-
stand  For the militia, (which we always thought necessary to be settled,)
we never denied the thing, (as we told you in oun answer of the 28th of
January to the petition of the House of Commons,) for we accepted the
persons, (except for corporations) , we only denied the way Y ou ask it by
way of ordinance, and with such a preface as we can neither with justice to
our honout or innocency consentto Y ou exclude us [from*] any power in
the disposition or execution of it together with you, and for a time utterly
unlimited We tell you, we would have the thing done, allow the persons,
(with that exception) , desire a bill, (the only old way of imposing on our
subjects)  we are extremely unsatisfied what an ordinance is, but well satis-
fied that without our consent itisnothing, not binding Andit isevident by
the long time spent in this argument, the necessity and danger was not so
imminent but a bill might have been prepared , which if it shall yet be done
with that due regard to us and care of our people, in the limitation of the
power and other circumstances, we shall recede from nothing we formerly
expressed in that answer to your order, otherwise, we must declareto all the
world that we are not satisfied with, or shall ever allow our subjects to be
bound by, your printed votes of the 15th or 16th of this month, or that,
under pretence of declaring what the law of the land is, you shall without
us make a new law, which is plainly the case of themilitia And what is
this but to introduce an arbitrary way of government’

22 * Concerning Pimm's speech, you will have found by what the lord
Compton and Mr Baynton brought from us in answer to that message they
brought to us, [that?,] as yet, we rest nothing satisfied in that particular

23 -« Asfor the seditious pamphlets and sermons, we are both sorry and
ashamed, in so great a variety, and in which our rights, honour, and
authority are so insolently blighted and vilified, and in which the dignity and

! ['for,'MS] 2 ['and, MS]
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freedom of Pailiament is so much invaded and violated, it should be asked 1642
of stonameany The mentioning of The Protestation Protested, The Ap-
pi entices Protestation, To your tents, O lIsrael, or any other, would be too
great an excuse for the rest if you think them not worth your inquiry,
we have done But we think it most strange to be told, that our
denial [of'] aguard (which we yet never denied, but granted in another
manner, and under a command at that time most accustomed in the king-
dom), or the denial of any thing else, (which isin our powerlegally to den)’,)
which in our understanding, (of which God hath surely given us some use,)
is not fit to be granted, should be any excuse for so dangerous [a] concourse
of people, which, not only in our apprehension, but (we believe) in thein-
terpretation of [the] law itself, hath been always held most tumultuous and
seditious  And we [most"] wonder, what, and whence come, the instruc-
tions and informations that those people have, who can so easily think them-
selves obliged by the Protestation to assemble in such a maimer for the de-
fence of puvilegeswhich cannot be so clearly known to any of them, and so
negligently pass over the consideration and defence of our rights, so bene-
ficial and necessary for themselves and scarce unknown to any of them,
which by then oaths of alegiance and supremacy, and even by the same
Protestation, they are at least equally'obliged to defend And what inter-
ruptions such kind of assemblies may be to the freedom of future parlia-
ments, (if not seasonably discountenanced and suppressed,) we must advise
you to consider, as likewise, whether both our rights and powers may not
by such means be usueped by hands not trusted by the constitution of this
kingdom  For our guard, we refer you to our answer to your Declaration

24 'By that question of violating your laws, by which we endeavoured
to express our care and resolution to observe them, we did not expect you
would have been invited to have looked back so many years, for which you
have had so ample reparation neither looked we to have been reproached
with the actions of our ministers then against the laws, whilst we express so
great a zeal for the present defence of them , it being our resolution, upon
observation of the mischief which then grew by arbitrary power, (though
made plausible to us by the suggestions of necessity and imminent danger ,
and take you heed, you fall not into the same error upon the same sugges-
tions,) hereafter to keep therule ourself, and to our power require the same
from all others But above all, we must be most sensible of what you cast
upon us for requital of those good bills you cannot deny ~We have denied
any such design , and as God Almighty mustjudge in that point between
us, who knows our upright intentions at the passing those laws, so in the
mean time we defy the Devil to prove that there was any design (with our
knowledge or privity) in or about the time of passing those bills, that, had
it taken effect, could have deprived our subjects of the fruit of them. And
therefore we demand full reparation in this point, that we may be cleared in
the sight of all the world, and chiefly in the eyes of our loving subjects, from
so notorious and false an imputation as this is.

25 'We are far from denying what you have done; for we acknowledge
the charge car people have sustained in keeping the two armies, and in re-

! I'to,MS] 2 'must,'MS]
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1642 heving Ireland, of which we are so sensible, that, in regard of those great
burdens our people have undergone, we have and do patiently suffer ose
extreme personal wants as our predecessors have been seldom put to, rather
than we would press upon them, whichwe hope, in time, will be considered
on your parts

26 'In our offer of a general pardon, our intent was to compose and
secure the general condition of our subjects, conceiving that in these times
of great distinctions the good laws of the land have not been enough
obseived but it is a strange world when princes' proffered favouis are
counted reproaches yetif you like not this our offer, we have done

27 ' Concerning any discourses of foreign forces, though we have given
you afull answer in ourstoyour last declaration, vet we must tell you, we have
n ther so ill an opinion of our own merit of the affections of our good
subjects as to think ourselves in need of any foreign force to preserve us
from oppression, (and we shall not need for any other purpose,) but are con-
fident, through God's providence, not to want the good wishes and assistance
of the whole kingdom, being resolved to build upon that sure foundation, the
law of the land And wetakeit veryill thatany general discourses between
an unknown person and a manner, or inferences upon letters, should be able
to prevail in matters so improbable in themselves and scandalous to us, for
which we cannot but likewise ask reparation, not only for the vindicating
of our own honour, but also thereby to settle the minds of our subjects,
whose fears and jealousies would soon vanish were they not fed and main-
tained by such false and malicious rumours as these.

28 'Forour return to our Parliament, we have given you a full answer
inoursto your Declaration, and you ought to look on us as not gone, butdriven
(we say not by you, yet) fromyou Andit it be not soeasy for you to make
our residence in London so safe as we could desne, we are, and will be, con-
tented that our Parliament be adjourned to such a place where we may be
fitly and safely with you. .For though we are not pleased to be at this
distance, yet ye are not to expect our presence until ye shall both secure us
concerning our just apprehensions of tumultuary insolences, and likewise
give us satisfaction for those insupportable and insolent scandals that are
raised upon us

29 'To conclude as we have or shall not refuse any way agreeable to
justice or honour which shall be offered to us for the begetting a light
understanding between us, so we are resolved that no straits or necessities
to which we may be driven shall ever compel us to do that which the reason
and understanding that God hath given us, and our honour and interest with
which God hath trusted us for the good of our posterity and kingdoms,
shall render unpleasant and grievous to us And we assure you, that (how
meanly soever you are pleased to value the discharge of our public duty,) we
are so conscious to ourself of having done our part since this Parliament,
that, in whatsoever condition we now stand, we are confident of the con-
tinued protectionfrom Almighty God, and the constant gratitude, obedience,
and affection from our people A nd we shall trust God with all'

30. Thexe quick answers from the King gave them very
much trouble, and made it evident to than that he would be
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no more swaggered into concessions that he thought unreason- 1642
able, or persuaded to them upon general promises or an implicit
confidence in their future modesty ; but that he demanded re-
paration for the breach of his privileges, and so fought with
them with their own weapons, troubled them much more;
apprehending that in a short time the people might be per-
suaded to believe that the King was in the right, and had not
been well dealt with; and though some few, who thought
themselves too far engaged to retire, were glad of the sharpness
of these paper skirmishes, which they believed made the wound
still wider and more incurable, yet the major part, which had
been induced to join with them out of confidence that the King
would yield, and that their boldness and importunity in asking
would prevail with his majesty to consent, wished themselves
fanlyunentangled And | have heard many of the fiercest con-
currers, and who have ever since kept them company, at that
time profess that if any expedient might be found to reconcile
the present difference about the militia, they would no more
adventure upon demands of the like nature: and the earl of
Essex himself was startled, and confessed to his fuends that he
desired a more moderate proceeding should be in Parliament,
and that the King, who had given so much, should recerve some
satrsfaction  But those of the Court who thought their faults
to their master most unpardonable, could not endure that he,
being the youngest courtier, should be the eldest convert; and
therefore, by repeating what the King and Queen had said of
him heretofore, and by fresh intelligence, which they procured
from York, of what the King then thought of hun, they per-
suaded him that his condition was too desperate to recede and
all men were persuaded that this severe deportment of the
King proceeded from the spirit of some new evil counsellors,
who would be as soon destroyed as discovered, and that then
they would so carry themselves, that the King should owe his
greatness and his glory (for they still said he should excel all his
predecessors in both) to their formed counsels and activity, and
not to the whispers of those who thought to do his business
without them. And | am persuaded that even then, (and | was
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1642 at that time no stranger to the persons of most that governed,
and a diligent observer of their carriage,) they had rather a
design of making themselves powerful with the King and great
at Court, than of lessening the power of the one or reforming
the discipline of the other but no doubt there were some few
in the number that looked farther, yet, by pretending that, kept
up the mettle of writing, and inclined them for their honour to
new declarations.

31'. When the King came to York, he found himself at ease ;
the countiy had received him with great expressions of joy and
duty, and all persons of quality of that great county and of the
counties adjacent resorted to him, and many poisons of condi-
tion from London and those parts, who had not the courage to
attend upon him at Whitehall; so that the Court appearedwith
some lustre  And now he began to think of executing some of
those resolutions which he had made with the Queen before her
departure, one of which was, and to be first done, the removing
the earls of Essex and Holland from their offices in the Court,
the one of chamberlarn, the other of groom of the stole, which
hath the reputation and benefit of being first gentleman of the
bedchamber Indeed no man could speak in the justification of
either of them, yet no man thought them both equally culpable.
The earl of Holland was a person merely of the King's creation;
raised from the condition of a private gentleman, a younger
brother of an extraction that lay under a great blemish, and
without any fortune, to a great height by the King's mere favour
and bounty. And he had not only adorned him with titles,
honours, and offices, but enabled him to support those in the
highest lustre and with thelargest expense and had drawn many
inconveniences and great disadvantages upon himself and his
service by his preferring him to some trusts, which others did
not only think themselves but really were worthier of; but
especially by indulging him so far in the rigorous execution of
his office of Chief Justice in Eyre, in which he brought more
prejudice upon the Court, and more discontent upon the King,
fromthemost considerablepart of thenobility andgentryin'[§§ 31-35 arefromthel
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England, than any one action that had its rise from the King's 1642
will and pleasure, though it was not without some warrant from
law; which, having not been practised in some hundreds of years,
was looked upon as a terrible innovation and exaction upon
persons who knew not that they were in any fault, nor was any
imputed to them but the original sin of their forefathers, even
for which they were obliged to pay great penalties and ran-
soms. That such a servant should suffer his zeal to lessen and
decay towards such a master, and that he should keep a title to
lodge in his bedchamber from whose Court he had upon the
matter withdrawn himself, and adhered to and assisted those
who affronted and contemned his majesty so notoriously, would
admit of no manner of interposition and excuse.

32. Less was to be objected against the earl of Essex, who,
as he had been all hislife without obligations from the Court,
and believed he had undergone oppression there, so he was in
all respects the same man he had always professed himself to be
when the King put him into that office, and in receiving of
which many men believed that he rather gratified the King than
that his majesty had obliged him in conferringit; and it had
been, no doubt, the chief reason of putting the staff in his hand,
because in that conjuncture no other man who would in any
degree have appealed worthy of it had the courage to receive
it However, having taken the charge upon him, he ought no
doubt to have taken all his master's concernments more to heart
than he had done ; and he can never be excused for staying in
Whitehall when the King was with that outrage driven from
thence, and choosing to behold the triumph of the members'
return to Westminster rather than to attend his majesty's
person in so great perplexity to Hampton Court, which had
been his duty to have done, and for failing wherein no other
excuse can be made but that, after he had taken so full a
resolution to have waited upon his majesty thither that he had
dressed himself in his travelling habit, he was diverted from it
by the earl of Holland, who ought to have accompanied him in
the service, and by his averment that, ' if he went he should be
assassinated;' which was never thought of.
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1642 33. Notwithstanding all this, the persons trusted by his
majesty, and remaining at London, had no sooner notice of it,
(which his majesty sent to them that he might be advised the
best way of doing it,) but they did all they could to dissuade
the pursuing it. They did not think it a good conjuncture to
make those two desperate; and they knew that they were not
of the temper and inclinations of those who had too much credit
with them, nor did desire to drive things to the utmost ex-
tremities, which could never better their conditions, and that
they did both rather desire to find any expedients by which
they might make a safe and an honourable retreat than to advance
in the way they were engaged. But the argument they chiefly
insisted on to the King was, 'that being depuved of their
offices they would be able to do more mischieve, and [be] ready
to embark themselves with the most desperate persons in the
most desperate attempts;' which fell out accordmgly. And
there is great reason to believe that if that resolution the
King had taken had not been too obstinately pursued at that
time, many of the misclueves which afterwards fell out would
have been prevented, and without doubt, if the staff had
remained still in the hands of the earl of Essex, by which he
was charged with the defence and security of the King's person,
he would never have been prevailed with to have taken upon
him the command of that army which was afterwards raised
against the King's, andwith which so many battles were fought.
And there can be as little doubt, in any man who knew well
the nature and temper of that time, that it had been utterly
impossible for the two Houses of Parliament to have raised an
army then if the earl of Essex had not consented to be general
of that army.

34 But the King was inexorable in the point; he was
obliged by promise to the Queen at parting, which he would
not break, and her majesty had contracted so great an indig-
nation against the earl of Holland, whose ingratitude towards
herwasvery odious, that shehad said' shewoul d never liveinthe Courtif hekept hi
Littleton, then Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, ' that he should
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require the staff and the key from the one and the other, and 1642
receive them into his custody V. The Keeper trembled at the
office, and had not courage to undertake it. He went pre-
sently to the lord Falkland, [and] desired him to assist him in
making his excuse to the King. He made many professions of
his duty to the King, ' who, he hoped, would not command him
in an affair so unsuitable to the office he held under him; that
no Keeper had ever been employed in such a service; that if
he should execute the order he had received, it would in the
first place be voted a breach of privilege in him, being a peer,
and the House would commit him to prison, by which the King
would receive the greatest affront, though he should be ruined;
whereas the thing itself might be done by a more proper officer
without any inconvenience.'

35. How weak soever the reasons were, the passion was
strong; and the lord Falkland could not refuse to convey his
letter to the King, which contained his answer in his own
words, with all the imaginable profession of duty and zea for
his service. How ill soever his majesty was satisfied, he saw
the business would not be done that way; and therefore he
writ immediately a letter, all in his own hand, to the lord April 9.
Falkland, in which, with some gracious expressions of excuse
for putting that work upon him, he commanded him to require
the surrender of the ensigns of their offices from those two earls.
The lord Falkland was a little troubled in receiving the com-
mand : they were persons from whom he had always received
great civilities, and with whom he had much credit; and this
harsh office might have been more naturally and as effectually
performed by a gentleman usher, as the same staff had been
demanded before from the earl [of] Pembroke within less than
a year. However, he would make no excuse, being a very
punctual and exact person in the performance of his duty, and
so went to both of them, and met them coming to the House,
and imparted his message to them: they desired him, very

! [Holland had been summoned to Y ork previously, as he informed the
House of Lords on March 21, and Essax had been summoned by letter of
March 23]
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1642 civilly, that 'he would give them leave to confer a little to-
gether, and they would within half an hour send for him intothe
House of Commons.' whither he went, and they, within less
time, sent to him to meet them in sir Thomas Cotton's garden,
(a place adjacent, where the members of both Houses used
frequently to walk,) and there, with very few words, they
delivered the staff and the key into his hands, who immediately
carried them to his lodging; and they went up to the House of

April 12. Peers. And immediately both Houses took notice of it, and
with passion, and bitter expresfcions against the evil counsellors
who had given his majesty that counsel, they concurred in a vote
"that whosoever presumed to accept of either of those offices should
be reputed an enemy to his country," and then they proceeded
with more impetuosity in the business of the militia and all
other matters which most trenched upon the King's authority®.

362, Whilst they were so eager in pursuit of the militia, and
pretended the necessity so imminent that they could not defer
the disposition thereof till it might be formally and regularly
settled by bill, they had their eye upon another militia, the
royal navy; without recovering of which to their own power,
(though they were satisfied by the pulse of the people that they
wouldjoin with them, and be generally obedient to their com-
mands,) they had no mind to venture upon the execution of
their land ordinance. And therefore in the beginning of the
spring, when the fleet for that year was provided, after they
excepted against such persona to be captains of ships as
they thought not devoted to them, (as is before mentioned®,)

March 15. they sent a formal message to the Lords, 'that the earl of
Northumberland, Lord Admiral, might be moved to constitute
the earl of Warwick his admiral of the fleet for that year's
service, being a person of such honour and experience as they
might safely confide in him, and that the earl of Warwick
might be desired to undertake that service/ The Lordsthought
fit that the King's approbation might be first desired before it
was recommended to the earl of Northumberland; but the

! [For aparallel narration with that contained in § § 31-35, Beenoteto § 116 ]
2| &5 3687 arefromthe Hist, pp. 150-161]  *[Book |V, §345]
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Commons thought that superfluous, since it was absolutely in 1642
the earl's disposal to dispose of the officers of the fleet, and
therefore refused to send to the King, but of themselves sent to
both the one earl and the other; and the earl of Warwick, being
well pleased with the trust, very frankly, without waiting the
King's consent, declared that he was ready to undertake the
employment But this being so publicly agitated, the King
could not but take notice of i t; and finding that the business
should not be proposed to him, thought it necessary to signify

his pleasure in it, that so at least the Lord Admiral might not
pretend innocence if ought should be done to his disservice;

and therefore he appointed Mr Secretary Nicholas to write to

the earl of Northumberland, ' that his majesty expected that sir
John Pennington should command that fleet, as he had done two

or three years before/ This letter being communicated to both March 24.
Houses, and the Lord Admiral being thereby upon the disad-
vantage of a single contest with the King, the House of Com-
mons, rather out of kindness and respect to the earl than of
duty to the King, condescended to join with the Lords in a March 28,
message to the King; which they sent not by members of their
own, but directed the Lord Keeper to inclose it in aletter to

the secretary attending the King, and to send the sameto Y ork;
which he did accordingly. The message was,

37. That the Lordsand Commons in this present Parliament assembled,
having found it necessary to provide and set to sea a strong and powerful
navy for the defence of thiskingdom against foreign force and for the security
of his majesty's other dominions, the charge whereof was to be borne by the
commonwealth, and taking notice of theindisposition of the Lord Admiral,
which disabled him at that time for commanding the fleet in his own person,
did thereupon recommend unto his lordship the earl of Warwick, a person
of such quality and abilities as in whom they might best confide, to supply
his lordship's room for this employment and understanding that his
majesty hath since signified his pleasure concerning that command, for sir
John Pennington,’ they said ' they did hold it their duty to represent to his
majesty the great danger and mischieve the commonwealth was like to sus-
tain by such interruption, and therefore did humbly beseech his majesty
that the noble person recommended by both Houses of Parliament for this
service might no longer be detained from it, out of any particular respect
to any other person whatsoever.'

38. The same day that this message came to his majesty, he March 31.
c2
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1642 despatched an answer to the Lord Keeper; in which he told
him that

' He wondered both at the form and matter of that mclosed paper he had
sent to him in the name of both Houses of Parliament, it being neither by
the way of petition, declaration, or letter, and for the matter, he believed
it was the first time that the Houses of Parliament had taken upon them
the nomination or recommendation of the chief sea-commander but it
added to the wonder, that, sir John Pennington being already appointed by
him for that service, upon the recommendation of his Admiral, and no fault
so much as alleged against him, another should be recommended to him.
Therefore," he said, ' his resolution upon that point was, that he would not
alter him whom he had already appointed to command that year's fleet,
whose every way's sufficiency was so universally known, the which he was
confident his Admiral, (if there should be occasion,) would make most evi-
dent, against whose testimony he supposed his Parliament would not except
And though there were yet none appointed, or the said sir John (through
some accident,) not able to perform the service, yet,' he said, 'the men of
that profession were so well known to him, besides many other reasons, that
(his Admiral excepted, because of his place) recommendations of that kind
would not be acceptable to him.'

39. This answer was no other than they expected, though they
seemed troubled at it and pretended that they had many things
of misdemeanour to object against sir John Pennington, at
least such matters aswould render him incapable of that trust;
the greatest of which was that he had conveyed the lord Digby
over seg, though they well knew (as is before mentioned) that
he had the King'swarrant and command for that purpose; and

March 19 therefore moved the Lords that he might be sent for to be
examined upon many particulars : and, inthe mean time, whilst
Apr. 2, 9 they caused him to attend their leisure to be examined, they
proceeded in hastening the earl of Warwick to make himself
ready for the service, who made no scruple of undertaking it;
April 4 and the earl of Northumberland receiving the order and desire
of both Houses to grant his commission to him to be admiral
of that fleet, thought himself sufficiently excused towards the
King, and did it accordingly; the two Houses in the mean
time, without any further thought of procuring the King's con-
sent, preparing reasons to satisfy his majesty for the necessity
or conveniency of their proceeding.

40. Many men, especialy they who at a distance observed

and discerned the difficulties the King was like to encounter,
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wondered that upon so apparent a breach of trust and act of 1642
undutifulness his majesty did not at that time revoke the
Lord Admiral's commission, which was but during pleasure,
and so put that sure guard of the kingdom, his navy, under
such a command as he might depend upon. But the truth is,
it was not then counsellable, for (besides that it was easier to
resolve that it was fit to remove the earl of Northumberland
than to find a man competent for the place) that way it might
have been possible to have prevented the going out of any
fleet to sea, which would have confirmed the frantic jealousies
of bringing in foreign forces, [but] not to have reduced it to his
own obedience.
41 They had by degrees so ordered the collection of tun-
nage and poundage, by passing bills for six weeks and two
months at a time, and putting those who should receive or pay
those duties otherwise than they were granted by those bills
into apraemunire, and so terrified the old customers, that the
King had no other means of setting out his fleet than by the
monies arising by the customs, which they absolutely disposed
of; and at this time had contracted with the victualler, made
the shipsready, and hired many merchants' shipstojoininthat fleet for theguard of the see
the admiral was in suspense, they suffered the former bill of
tunnage and poundage to expire, and did not till the very night
before pass a new bill; which could not have the royal assent March 21.
till many days after, the King being then at York. Yet the
House of Commons, to save all danger of the praemunire, on
the 24th of March, being the very day that the former bill ex- March 24.
pired, sent an order to all the collectors of the customs, (many
of which could not receive it in ten days after,)

42. 'That the new bill being passed by both House for the continuance
of those payments until the 3rd day of May, (which could not yet receive
the royal assent, in regard of the remoteness of his majesty's person from
the Parliament,) which monies to be collected by that bill were to be em-
ployed for the necessary guaiding of the sses and defence of the common-
wealth it was therefore ordered by the Commonsin Parliament, that the
several officers belonging to the custom house, both in the port in London
and the out-ports, should not permit any merchant or other to lade or un-
lade any goods or merchandises before such persons do first make due entries



22 Tem orary continuance of the Customs. [V.42.

1642 thereof in the custom-house. And it was declared aso by the said Com-
mons, that such officers, upon the respective entry made by any merchant
as aforesaid, should intimate to such merchant that it was the advice of the
Commons, for the better esse of the said merchants, and in regard the re-
spective duties would relate and become due as from that day, that the said
merchantsupon entry of their goods, asusually they did when al aw wasin forceto that purpos
would amount unto in the hands of such officers, to be by them accounted to
his majesty as the respective customs due by the said bill, when the said bill
should have the royal assent, or otherwise, his majesty refusing the passing
thereof, the said monies to be restored, upon demand, unto the severa
merchants respectively.'

43. By which order, which was a more absolute dispensation
for a praemunire than ever any non obstante granted by the
Crown, the customs were as frankly and fully paid asif an Act
of Parliament had been passed to that purpose, and as soon
as the commission could be sent and returned from York the

March 29 Act was passed But no doubt they had a farther design in
suffering the bill totally to expire before they prepared a new
[one] than at that time was apprehended , and intended, under
such a popular necessity, which seemed to be occasioned by the
King's absence, to bring their own orders in such reputation,
that in another necessity which they should declare, they
might by the precedent of this, which was the only indemnity
all those merchants who paid, and the officers who received,
customs had for the preservation of their estates, be currently
and absolutely obeyed and submitted to

44. By this it appeals the King could not at that time, with
conveniency or safety to his affairs, displace the earl of North-
umberland, and he believed, if his occasions should hereafter
require it, that the time would be much more seasonable when
the fleet was at sea and the thing itself more practicable:
which was a true conclusion. However, he expressed so much
dislike against the earl of Warwick's commanding that fleet,
that he was not willing that any officers whom he valued
should take employment under him; which he had shortly
after cause to repent. For, by this means, the vice-admiralty,
which was designed to captain Cartwright, the controller of the
navy, who hath since sufficiently testified how advantageously



v. 45] The appointments in the fleet. 23

to his majesty he would have managed that charge, upon 1642
his refusal (which was occasioned by intimation from his
majesty, as shall be hereafter mentioned) was conferred upon
Batten, an obscure fellow, and, (though a good seaman,) un-
known to the navy till he was, two or three years before, 1638
for money made surveyor, who executed it ever since with Sept.
great animosity against the King's service; of which more
hereafter.

45. Being by this means secure at sea, they proceeded with
more vigour at land; and, though they thought it not yet
seasonable to execute their ordinance for the militiawith any
form and pomp, they directed underhand their agents and
emissaries that the people, of themselves, should choose captains
and officers, and train under the name of Volunteers, which
began to be practised in many places of the kingdom, but only
in those corporations and by those inferior people who were
notorious for faction and schism in religion. The King's De-
clarations, which were now carefully published, gavethem some
trouble, and made great impression in sober men who were
moved with the reason, and in rich men who were startled at
the commands, in them. But that clause in the King's answer
to their Declaration presented to him at Newmarket, in which
he told them that 'if they had not been informed of the sedi-
tious words used in, and the circumstances of, the tumults, and
would appoint some way for the examination of them, that he
would require some of his learned counsel to attend with such
evidence as might satisfy them/ troubled them much more.
For ifthere were still so much courage left in the King's counsel
that they durst appear to inform against any of those pro-
ceedings which they favoured, they should find men grow more
afraid of the law than of them ; which would destroy all their
designs. Therefore they resolved to proceed with all expedi-
tion and severity against the Attorney General for his trespass
and presumption upon their privileges in the accusation of the
five members and the lord Kimbolton : of the circumstances of
which proceeding and judgment thereupon, being as extraordi-
nary and as distant from the rules of justice, at least of practice,
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1642 as any thing that then happened, it will not be amiss to set

March 4

down two or three particulars.

46. Shortly after they had impeached him, (which is men-
tioned before) and the King had found it necessary to give
over any prosecution against them, his majesty being desirous,
now he had freed them, that they should free his Attorney,
writ a letter from Royston, when he was in his way to York, to
the Lord Keeper, in which he told him that 'the articles
which had been preferred against the members [were'] by
himself delivered to his Attorney General, engrossed in paper;
and that he had then commanded him to accuse those persons,
upon those articles, of high treason and other misdemeanours,
and, in his name, to desire a committee of lords might be ap-
pointed to take the examinations of such witnesses as should
be produced; as formerly had been done in cases of like nature,
according to the justice of the House.' And his majesty did
further declare that ' his said Attorney did not advise or con-
trive the said articles, nor had any thing to do with, or in ad-
vising, any breach of privilege that followed after And for
what he did in obedience to his commands, he conceived he was
bound by oath and the duty of his place, and by the trust
reposed in him by his maesty, so to do. and that, if he had
refused to obey his majesty therein, his maesty would have
questioned him for breach of oath, duty, and trust. But now
having declared that he found cause wholly to desist from pro-
ceeding against the persons accused, he had commanded him to
proceed no further therein, nor to produce nor to discover any
proof concerning the same.'

47 Though this testimony of his majesty clearly absolved
him from the guilt with which he was charged, yet it rather
hastened the trial, and sharpened the edge that was before

March 8 keen enough against him  And the day of trial being come,

when the members of the Commons who were appointed for

the prosecution found that counsel was ready (which had been

assigned by the Lords) for the defence of the Attorney General,

they professed that they would admit no counsel; 'that it was
! I'was,'M 8]
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below the dignity of the House of Commons to plead against 1642
fee'd counsel; that whoever presumed to be of counsel with a
person accused by the Commons of England should be taught
better to know his duty, and should have cause to repent it/
The Lords seemed much moved with this reproach, that their
acts of judicature should be questioned, and the counsel which
had been justly and regularly assigned by them should be
threatened for submitting to their order. But that which
troubled them most, was, that the counsel which was assigned
by them, upon this reprehension and threat of the Commons,
positively refused to meddle further in the business or to make
any defence for the Attorney. Hereupon they put off the trial, March 9.
and commit to the Tower of London sir Thomas Bedmgfield
and sir Thomas Gardiner, for their contempt in refusing to be
of counsel with the Attorney upon their assignment standers
by looking upon the justice of Parliament with less reverence
to se the subject, between the contradictory and opposite com-
mands of both Houses, (the displeasure of either being insup-
portable,) punished and imprisoned for not doing by one [what]
he was straitly inhibited by the other not to do.

48. However, this difference gave only respite for some days
to the Attorney, who was quickly again called before hisjudges. March 12.
To what was passionately and unreasonably objected against
him of breach of privilege and scandal, he confidently alleged
' the duty of his place; that his master's command was warrant
for what he had done, and that he had been justly punishable
if he had refused to do it when commanded; that there had
never been a pretence of privilege in cae of treason, the con-
trary whereof was not only understood by the law, but had
been by themselves confessed, in a petition delivered by them
in the beginning of this King's reign, upon the imprisonment 1626
of the earl of Arundel, in which it was acknowledged that the April 19.
privilege of Parliament extended not to treason, felony, or re-
fusal to find sureties for the peace; that he had no reason to
suspect the executing the duty of his place would have been
imputed to him for any trespass, since the very same thing he

['which,'M ]
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1642 had now done, and of which he stood accused, was done in the
1626 first year® of this King's reign by sir Robert Heath, the then
May ' Attorney General, who exhibited articles of high treason before
their lordships against the earl of Bristol, which was not then
understood to be any breach of privilege; and therefore,
having so late a precedent, most of their lordships being
then judges, he hoped he should be held excusable for not
being able to discern that to be a crime which they had
yet never declared to be ' The undeniable reasons
of his defence (against which nothing was replied but 'the
inconvenience and mischieve which would attend a Parlia-
ment if the members might be accused of high treason
without their consent') prevailed so far with the maor part
of the House of Peers, though the prosecution was with all
imaginable sharpness and vehemence by the House of Commons
and entertained by those peers who were of that party as a
matter of vast concernment to all their hopes, that the ques-
tions being put, * Whether he should be deprived of his place of
Attorney ? Whether he should be fined to the King? Whether
he should pay damages to the persons accused 1 and, Whether
he should be committed to the Tower ?* which were the severa
parts of the sentence which many of the lords had judged him
March 15. to undergo, the negative prevailed in every one of the parti-
culars; so that the Attorney was understood by all men who
understood the rules and practice of Parliament to be absolutely
absolved from that charge and impeachment by the judgment of

the House of Peers.

49 The House of Commons expressed all possible resent-
ment, and declared that they would not rest satisfied with
the judgment; and some lords, even of those who had ac-
quitted him, were very desirous to find out an expedient
whereby the House of Commons might be compounded with;
and it was believed that the Attorney himself was much shaken
with that torrent of malice and prejudice which the House of
Commons seemed now to threaten him with, conceiving that he
and his office now triumphed over the whole body, and not

! [The second year ]
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over six members only: and therefore, after some days, the 1642
House of Peers, considering that' his discharge was but nega-
tive, that he should not be punished in this and that degree,

and that he had no absolution from the crime with which he

was charged,’ proceeded to a new judgment, (contrary to all
course and practice of Parliament, or of any judicial court,)
and, complyingwith all their other votes, resolved, by way of April 23.
judgment upon him, 'that he should be disabled from ever
being a parliament man ; incapable of any place of judicature

or other preferment than of Attorney General/ (which they
could not depnve him of, by reason of the former vote,) and
'that he should be committed to the prison of the Fleet.'
Which sentence was with all formality pronounced against him,

and he committed to the Fleet accordingly the which the
Commons was no more saisfied with than with the former;
some of them looking that their favourite, the Solicitor, should
have the place of Attorney; others, that the accused members
should receive ample damages by way of reparation, without
which they could not think themselves secure from the like
attempts.

50. Having by this extraordinary and exemplar proceeding
fortified their privileges against such attempts, and secured
their persons from being accused, or proceeded against by law,
they used no less seventy against all those who presumed to
question the justice or prudence of their actions, especialy
against those who, following the method that had done so much
hurt, drew the people to petition for that which they had no
mind to grant; and in this prosecution they were not less
severe and vehement than against the highest treason could be
imagined.

51. Upon the petition, mentioned before!, that was framed
in London against their settling the militia, they committed Feb. 26
one George Binion?, a citizen of great reputation for wealth
and wisdom, and [who] was indeed a very sober man. After
he had lain some time in prison, the Lords, (according to law,) March 19.

! [Book IV, sect. 341]
2 [or Benyon, a silkmercer in Cheapside |
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1042 hailed him ; but the Commons caused him the next day to he
March 21. re-committed, and preferred an impeachment against him, for
31. no other crime but ' advising and contriving that petition.'
April 4, 6 The gentleman defended himself, ' that it was always held, and
so publicly declared [by] this Parliament, to be lawful, in a
modest way, to petition for the removal or prevention of any
grievance: that he, observing very many petitions to be de-
livered and received for the settling the militia in another way
than was then agreeable to the law or had been practised, and
conceiving that the same would prove very prejudicial to the
city of London, of which he was a member, he had joined with
many other citizens, of known ability and integrity, in a peti-
tion against so great an inconvenience; which he presumed
was lawful for him to do." How reasonable soever this defence
April 8 was, the House of Peers adjudged him to be disfranchised and
incapable of any office in the city, to be committed to the com-
mon gaol of Colchester !, (for his reputation was so great in
London that they would not trust him in a city prison,) and

fined him three thousand pounds®.
52. About the same time, at the general asszes in Kent the
justices of peace and principal gentlemen of that county pre-
pared a petition to be presented to the two Houses, with a
desire ' that the militia might not be otherwise exercised inthat
county than the known law permitted, and that the Book of
Common Prayer established by law might be observed. This
petition was communicated by many to their friends, and copies
thereof sent abroad, before the subscription was ready ; where-
March 28 upon the House of Peers took notice of it as tending to some
commotion in Kent; and in the debate the earl of Bristol
taking notice that he had seen a copy of it, and had had some
conference about it with judge Mallet, who was then judge of
assize in Kent, and newly returned out of his circuit, both the
earl andjudge, for having but seen the petition, were presently
committed to the Tower; and a declaration published that
' none should presume to deliver that or the like petition to

! [For two years]
20n June 14 the King issued a pardon for him ]
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either House.!' Notwithstanding which, some gentlemen of 1642
Kent, with a great number of the substantial inhabitants of
that county, came to the 'city; which upon the alarum was
put in arms, strong guards placed at London Bridge, where the
petitioners were disarmed, and only some few suffered to pass
with their petition to Westminster, the rest forced to return to
their country. And upon the delivery thereof (though the
same was very modest, and in a more dutiful dialect than most
petitions delivered to them) to the House of Commons, the
bringers of the petition were sharply reprehended, two or three April 30.
of them committed to several prisons, the principal gentlemen
of the country who had subscribed and advised it sent for as
delinquents, and charges and articles of impeachment drawn up
against them; and a declaration published, 'that whosoever
should henceforth advise or contrive the like petitions should
be proceeded against as enemies to the commonwealth/ So
unlike and different were their tempers, and reception of those
modest addresses which were for duty and obedience to the
laws established, and those which pressed and brought on
alterations and innovations. But that injustice gave great life
and encouragement to their own proselytes, and taught others
to know that their being innocent would not be long easy or
safe.  And this kind of justice extended itself in the same
measure to their own members who opposed their irregular de-
terminations, who, besides the agony and vexation of having
the most abstract reason and confessed law rejected and over-
ruled with contempt and noise, were liable to all the personal
reproaches and discountenance that the pride and petulancy of
the other party could lay upon them, and were sometimes im-
prisoned and disgraced for freely speaking their opinions and
conscience in debate.

53. All sorts of men being thus terrified, the Commons re-
membered that a great magazine of the King's ammunition lay
still at Hull; and though that town was in the custody of a
confidant of their own, yet they were not willing to venture so
great atreasure so near the King, who continued at Y ork with
a great resort of persons of honour and quality from all parts;
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1642 and therefore they resolved, under pretence of supplying Ire-
land, to remove it speedily from thence, and to that purpose
moved the Lords to join with them in an order. The Lords,
who proceeded with less fury and more formality, desired that
it might be done with the King's consent. After a long de-
bate, the one thinking they merited much by that civility, the
other contented to gratify those in the ceremony who they
knew would in the end concur with them, a petition was
agreed upon to he sent to his majesty ; in which, that he might
the sooner yield to them in this matter, they resolved to re-
member him of that which they thought would reflect on him
with the people, and to move hun to take off the reprieve from
the six priests, which is before mentioned. And so they sent

April 9. their petition to him, telling him that

* They found the stores of arms and ammunition in the Tower of London
much diminished, and that the necessity for supply of his kingdom of Ire-
land (for which they had been issued from thence) daily increased , and
that the occasion for which the magazine was placed at Hull was now taken
away , and, considering it would be kept at London with less charge and
more safety, and transported thence with much more convenience for the
service of the kingdom of Ireland, they therefore humbly prayed that his
majesty would be gracrously pleased to give leave that the said arms,
cannon, and ammunition now in magazine at Hul | might beremoved to the
Tower of London, according as should be directed by both his Houses of
Parliament  And whereas six priests then in Newgate were condemned to
die, and by his majesty had been reprieved, they humbly prayed his majesty
to be pleased that the said reprieves might be taken off, and the priests
executed according to law '

54. To which petition his majesty immediately returned
answer in these words' :

'We rather expected, and have done so long, that you should have given
us an account why a garrison hath been placed in our town of Hul | without
our consent, and soldiers billeted there against law and express words of the
Petition of Eight, than to be moved, for the avoiding of a needless charge
you have put upon yourselves, to give our consent for the removal of our
magazine and munition, (our own proper goods,) upon such general reasons
as indeed give no satisfaction to our judgment. And since you have
made the business of Hull your argument, we would gladly be in-
formed why our own inclination, (on the genera rumour of the designs
of Papists in the northern parts,) was not thought sufficient ground for
us to put a person of honour, fortune, and unblemished reputation, into

! [Read in the House of Lords April 16.]
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a town and fort of our own, where our own magazine lay, and yet the same 1642
rumour be wairant enough for you to commit the sametown and fort, with-

out our consent, to the hands of sir John Hotham, with a power unagreeable

to the law of the land or the liberty of the subject.

55. ' And yet of this, in point of right or privilege, (for sure we are not
without privilege too,) we have not all this while complained and being
confident that the place, (whatsoever discourse there is of public or private
instructions to the contrary,) shall be speedily given up if we shall requireit,
we shall be contented to dispose our munition there, as we have done in other
places, for the public ease and benefit, as, upon particular advice, we shall
find convenient, though we cannot thank it fit, or consent, that the whole
magazine be removed together ~ But when you shall agree upon such pro
portions as shall be held necessary for any particular service, we shall sign
such warrants as shall be agreeable to wisdom and reason, and if any of
them be designed for Ulster or Leinster, you know well the conveyance will
be more easy and convenient from the place they now are in  Yet we
must tell you that if the fears are so great from the Papists at home or of
foreign force as is pretended, it seems strange that you make not provision
of arms and munition for defence of this kingdom, rather than seek to carry
any more from hence without some course taken for supply, especialy if
you remember your engagement to our Scotch subjects for that proportion
of arms which is contained in your treaty. We speak not thisas not think-
ing the sending of arms to Ireland very necessary, but only for the way of
the provision. For you know what great quantities we have assigned out
of our several stores, which in due time we hope you will see replenished.
For the charge of looking to the magazine at Hull, as it was undertaken
voluntarily by you at first, and, to say no more, unnecessarily, so you may
free our good people of that charge, and leave it to usto look to, who are the
proper owner of it And this we hope will give you full satisfaction in this
point, and that ye do not, (as ye have done in the business of the militia,)
send this message out of compliment and ceremony, resolving to be your
own carvers at last. For we must tell you, ifany attempt shall be made or
given in this matter without our consent or approbation, we shall esteem
it as an act of vrolence against us, and declare it to all the world as the
greatest violation of our right and breach of our privilege.

56 ' Concerning the six priests condemned, it is true they were reprieved
by our warrant, [we] being informed that they were (by some restraint)
disabled to take the benefit of our former proclamation since that, we have
issued out another for the due execution of the laws against Papists, and have
most solemnly promised in the word of a king never to pardon any priest
without your consent which shall be found guilty by law , desiring to banish
these, having herewith sent warrant to that purpose, if, upon second
thoughts, you do not disapprove thereof Butif you think the execution of
these persons so very necessary to the great and pious work of reformation,
we refer it wholly toyou ; declaring hereby, that, upon such your resolution
signified to the ministers of justice, our warrant for their repiieve is deter-
mined, and the law to have the course And now let us ask you, (for we
are willing to husband time, and to despatch as much as may be under one
message; God knows the distractions of this kingdom want a present
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remedy,) will there never be a time to offer to, aswell as ask of, us ? We
will propose no more particulars to you, having no luck to please or to be
understood by you. Take your own time for what concerns our particular,
but be sure you have an early, speedy care of the public, that is, of the only
rule that preserves the public, the law of the land, preserve the dignity
and reverence due to that It was well said in a speech made by a private
person, it was Mr Pymm's speech against the earl of Strafford, but pub-
lished by order of the House of Commons this Parliament The law is that
which puts a difference betwixt good and evil, betwixtjust and unjust.  If you
take away the law, all things will fall into a confusion, every man will become
a law unto himself, which, in the depraved condition of human nature, must
needs produce many great enormities.  Lust will become a law, and envy
will become a law, covetousness and ambition will become laws , and what
dictates, what decisions, such laws will produce, may easily be discerned. So
said that gentleman, and much more, very well, in defence of the law and
against arbitrary power It isworth looking over, and considering And
if the most zealous defence of true Protestant profession, and the most re-
solved protection of the law, be the most necessary duty of a prince, we
cannot believe this miserable distance and misunderstanding can be long
continued between us, we having often and earnestly declared them to be
the chiefest desires of our soul, and the end and rule of all our actions. For
Ireland, we have sufficiently, and we hope satisfactorily, expressed to all our
good subjects our hearty sense of that sad business in our several messages
inthat argument, but especially inour last of theeighth of this month, con-
cerning our resolution for that service, for the speedy, honourable, and full
performance whereof, we conjureyou to yield all possible assistance and pre-
sent advice.'

57. This answer was received with the usual circumstances
of trouble and discontent, the taxation of evil counsellors and
malignant persons about the King. And that clause about the
condemned priests exceedingly displeased them, for, by the
King's reference of the matter entirely to" them, he had re-
moved the scandal from himself and lard it at their doors, and
though they were well content and desirous that they should
have been executed by the King's warrant for taking off his
own reprieve, (whereby they should have made him retract an
act of his own mercy and undeniably within his own power,
and thereby have lessened much of the devotion of that people
to him when they should have seen him quit his power of pre-
serving them in the least degree,) yet, for many reasons, they
were not willing to take that harsh part upon themselves;
and so those condemned priests were no more prosecuted, and
were much safer under that reference for their execution than
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they could have been at that time by a pardon under the Great 1642
Seal of England. For the other part of the answer, concerning

the magazine, it made no pause with them; but within few Ap. 16,18,
daysafter they sentawarranttotheir owngovernor, sir JohnandMay 6.
Hotham, to deliver it, and to their own admiral, the earl of
"Warwick, to transport it to London; which was, notwith-
standing the King's inhibition, done accordingly. But they May 10.
had at that time another message from the King, which was
referred to in the last clause of that answer, and came to their

hands some few days before, that gave them some serious
trouble and apprehension, the grounds and reasons of which

were these:—

58. The King, finding that, notwithstanding all the pro-
fessons and protestations he could make, the business of Ire-
land was still unreasonably objected to him as if he were not
cordial in the suppressing that rebellion, sent a message to both April 8.
Houses,

59. 'That, being grieved at the very soul for the calamities of his good
subjects of Ireland, and being most tenderly sensible of the false and scan-
dalous reports dispersed amongst the people concerning the rebellion there,
which not only wounded his majesty in honour but likewise greatly retarded
the reducing that unhappy kingdom, and multiplied the distractions at
home by weakening the mutual confidence between him and his people.
out of his pious zed to the honour of Almighty God, in establishing the
true Protestant profession in that kingdom, and his princely care for the
good of all his dominions, he had firmly resolved to go with all convenient
speed into Ireland, to chastise those wicked and detestable rebels, odious to
God and all good men , thereby so to settle the peace of that kingdom, and
the security of this, that the very name of fears and jealousies might be no
more heard of amongst them."

60 Andhe said, 'asbe doubted not but his Parliament would cheerfully
give all possible assistance to this good work, so he required them and all
his loving subjects to believe that lie would, upon those considerations, as
earnestly pursuethat design, not declining any hazard of his personin perform-
ing that duty which he owed to the defence of God'struereligion and his dis-
tressed subjects, as he undertook it for those only ends ; to the sincerity of
which profession he called God to witness, with this further assurance, that
hewould never consent, (upon whatsoever pretence,) to a toleration of the
Popish profession there, or the abolition of the laws now in force against
Popish recusants in that kingdom '

61 His majesty farther advertised them that, " towards this work hein-
tended to raise forthwith, by his commission, in the counties near West-
chester a guard for hisown person, (when he should come into Ireland,) con.

VOL.11. D
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1642 sisting of two thousand foot and two hundred horse, which should be armed
at Westchester from his magazineat Hull, at whichtime," he said, 'all the
officers and soldiers should take the oaths of supremacy and allegiance; the
charge of raising and paying whereof he desired the Parliament to add to
their former undertakings for that war, which he would not only well accept,
but, if their pay should be found too great a burden to his good subjects, he
would bewilling (by the advice of his Parliament,) to sell or pawn any of his
parks, lands, or houses, towardsthe supplies of the service of Ireland. With
the addition of these levies to the former of English and Scots agreed upon
in Parliament,' he said ' he hoped so to appear in that action, that, by the
assistance of Almighty God, that kingdom in a short time might be wholly
reduced and restored to peace and some measure of happiness, whereby he
might cheerfully return, to be welcomed home with the affections and
blessings of all his good English people

62 'Towards this good work," he said, 'as he had lately made des-
patches into Scotland to quicken the levies there for Ulster, so he heartily
wished that his Parliament would give all possible expedition to those
which they had resolved for Munster and Connaught, and hoped the en-
couragement which the Adventurers, (of whose interests he would be always
very careful,) would hereby receive would raise full sums of money for the
doing thereof He told them that, * out of his earnest desire to remove all
occasions which did unhappily multiply misunderstandings between him and
his Parliament, he had likewise prepared a bill to be offered to them by his
Attorney concerning the militia, whereby he hoped the peace and safety
of the kingdom might be fully secured, to the geneial satisfaction of all men,
without violation of his majesty's just rights or prejudice to the liberty of
the subject  If this should be thankfully received," he said, ' he should be
glad of i t, if refused, he must call God and all the world to Judge on whose
part the default was, only he required, if the bill should be approved of,
that if any coiporation should make their lawful rights appear, they might
be reserved to them ' He said, 'before he would part from England he
would take all due care to intrust such persons with such authority in his
absence as he should find to be requisite for the peace and safety of the
kingdom and the happy progress of the Parliament'

63. They neither before nor after ever received any message
from his majesty that more discomposed them ; and so much
the more because that which gave them most umbrage could
not be publicly and safely avowed by them. For though to
those who had a due reverence to the King's person and an
impatient desire that all misunderstandings might be composed,
they urged the hazard and danger to his majesty's person in
such an expedition, and the increase of jealousies and distrac-
tions that would ensue in this kingdom by his absence ; and to
others,—as well those who from the barbarity, inhumanity, and
unheard of cruelty exercised by the rebels in Ireland upon the
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English Protestants, (of which they every day received fresh 1642
and bleeding evidence,) had contracted a great animosity against
the nation, and were persuaded that the work of extirpation
was not so difficult as in truth it was, as to the Adventurers,
who had disbursed great sums of money, and had digested a
full assurance of ample recompense by confiscations and for-
feitures,—that by this voyage of the King a peace would be in
short time concluded in that kingdom, to their great disadvan-
tage and damage ; yet the true reasons which surprised and
fetartled them were that hereby the managing the war of Ire-
land would be taken out of their hands, and 0, instead of
having a nursery for soldiers of their own, which they might
employ as they saw occasion, and a power of raising what
money they pleased in this kingdom under that title, which
they might dispose as they found most fit lor their affairs, the
King would probably in a short time recover one entire king-
dom to his obedience, by which he might be able to preserve
the peace of the other two  However, working by the several
impressions upon the several affections, they found it no difficult
thing to persuade almost a unanimous aversion from approving April 13,
the journey; they who usually opposed their advice not
enduring to think of staying in England where the power,
at least for a time, would be in them, whose government,
they knew, would be terible when his majesty should be in
Ireland.

64. And then they despatched a magisterial answer to the April 15.
King, in which they told him that

' The Lords and Commons in Parliament had duly considered the message
received from his majesty concerning his purpose of going into Ireland in his
own person to prosecute the war there, with the bodies of his English sub-
jects, levied, transported, and maintained at their charge, which he was
pleased to propound to them, not as a matter wherein he desired the advioe
of his Parliament, but as already firmly resolved on, and forthwith to be put
in execution by granting out commissions for the levying of two thousand
foot and two hundred horse, for a guard for his person when he should come
into that kingdom, wheiem' they said ' they could not but, with all rever-
ence and humility to his majesty, observe that he had declined his Great
Council, the Parliament, and varied from the usual course of hisroyal pre-
decessors, that a business of so great importance concerning the peace and
safety of all his subjects, and wherein they have a special interest by his

D2
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1642 majesty's promise and by those great sums which they had disbursed and
for which they stood engaged, should be concluded and undertaken without
their advice, whereupon,' they said, ' they held it their duty to declare, that
if at that time his majesty should go into Ireland, he would very much en-
danger the safety of his royal person and kingdoms and of all other states
professing the Piotestant religion in Christendom, and make way to the
execution of that cruel and bloody design of the Papists every where to root
out and destroy the reformed religion, asthe Irish Papists had already in a
great part effected in that kingdom, and in all likelihood would quickly be
attentpted in other places if the consideration of the strength and union of
the two nations of England and Scotland did not much hinder and discour-
age the execution of any such design A nd that they might manifest to his
majesty the danger and misery which such ajourney and enterprise would
produce, they presented to his majesty the reasons of that their humble
opinion and advice

1. * His royal person would be subject not only to the casualty of war but
to secret practices and conspiracies, especially his majesty continuing his
profession to maintain the Protestant religion in that kingdom, which the
Papists were generally bound by their vow to extirpate

2. "It would exceedingly encourage the rebels, who did generally pro-
fess and declare that his majesty did favour and allow their proceedings, and
that this insurrection was undertaken by the warrant of his commission;
and it would make good their expectation of great advantage by his
majesty's presence, at that time of so much distraction in this kingdom,
whereby they might hope the two Houses of Parliament would be disabled
to supply the war there, especially there appearing less necessity of his
majesty's journey at that time by reason of the manifold successes which
God had given against them

3 "It would much hinder and impair the means whereby the war was to
be supported, and increase the charge of it, and in both these respects make
it more insupportable to the subject, and this,’ they said, ' they could con-
fidently affirm, because many of the Adventurers who had already sub-
scribed, did, upon the knowledge of his majesty's intention, declare their
resolution not to pay in their money, and others very willing to have sub-
scribed do now profess the contrary.

4 'His majesty's absence must necessarily very much interrupt the pro-
ceedings of Parliament, and deprive his subjects of the benefit of those
further acts of grace and justice which they should humbly expect from his
majesty for the establishing of a perfect union and mutual confidence be-
tween his majesty and his people, and procuring and confirming the pros-
perity and happiness of both

5 ' It would exceedingly increase the fears and jealousies of his people,
and render their doubts more probable of some force intended, by some evil
counsels near his majesty, in opposition of the Parliament and favour of the
malignant party of this kingdom.

6. ' It would bereave his Parliament of that advantage whereby they were
induced to undertake that war, upon his majesty's promise that it should be
managed by their advice, which could not be done if his majesty, contrary to
their counsels, should undertake to order and govern it in his own person.
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65. 'Upon which,' they said,' and divers other reasons, they had resolved, 1642
by the full and concurrent agreement of both Houses, that they could not
with discharge of their duty consent to any levies or raising of soldiers to
be made by his majesty for that his intended expedition into Ireland, or to
the payment of any army or soldiers there but such as should be employed
and governed according to their advice and direction, and that if such
levies should be made by any commission of his majesty, not agreed to by
both Houses of Parliament, they should be forced to interpret the same to
be raised to the terror of his peopleand disturbance of the public peace, and
did hold themselves bound by the laws of the kingdom to apply the authority
of Parliament to suppress the same

66. ' And ' they said, ' they did further most humbly declare, that if his
majesty should by ill counsel be persuaded to go, contrary to that advice of
his Parliament, (which they hoped his majesty would not,) they did not in
that case hold themselves bound to submit to any comnussioneis which his
majesty should choose, but did resolve to presene and govern the kingdom
by the counsel and advice of Parliament for his majesty and his posterity,
according to their allegiance and the law of the land ~ Wherefore they did
most humbly pray and advise his majesty to desist from that his intended
passage into Ireland, and from all prepaiation of men and arms tending
thereunto, and to leave the managing of that war to his Parliament, accord-
ing to his promise made unto them and his commission granted under his
Great Seal of England, by advice of both Houses, in prosecuting whereof,
by God's blessing, they had already made a prosperous entrance by many
defeats of the rebels, whereby they were much weakened and disheartened,
and had no probable means of subsistence if the proceedings of the two
Houses were not interrupted by that interposition of his majesty'sjourney
but they hoped, upon good grounds, that, within a short time, without hazard
of his person, and so much dangerous confusion to his kingdoms which must
needs ensue if he should proceed in that resolution, they should be enabled
fully to vindicate his majesty's right and authority in that kingdom, and
punish those horrible, outrageous cruelties which had been committed in the
murdering and spoiling so many of his subjects, and to bring that realm to
such a condition as might be much to the advantage of his majesty and the
crown, and the honour of his government, and contentment of his people.
For the better and more speedy effecting whereof they did again renew .their
humble desires of his return to his Parhament, and that he would please to
reject all counsels and apprehensions which might any way derogate from
that faithfulness and allegiance which, in truth and sincerity, they had
always borne and professed to his majesty, and should ever make good to
the uttermost with their lives and fortunes '

67. This petition (the matter whereof finding a general con-
currence, there was the least debate and contradiction upon the
manner of expression) being sent to the King to York, and in
the mean time all preparation being suspended for the necessary
relief for Ireland, insomuch as, with the votes (which were pre-
sently printed) against the King's journey, there was likewise
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1642 an order printed to discourage the Adventurers from bringing
in their money; the which, though it had no approbafion
from either House, and seemed to be angrily interpreted by
them, and the printer was ordered to be found out and
punished, yet did wholly stop that service, and by the no en-
quiry or punishment of that boldness appeared to be done by
design ; his majesty speedily returned this answer':—

68 That ' he was so troubled and astonished to find that unexpected re-
ception and misunderstanding of his message concerning his Irishjourney,
that (being so much disappointed of the approbation and thanks he looked
for to that declaration) he had great cause to doubt, whether it were in his
power to say or do any thing which would not fall within the like interpreta-
tion but,'he said, 'as he had in that message called God to witness the
sincerity of the profession of his only ends for the undertaking that journey,
so he must appeal to all his good subjects, and the whole world, whether
the reasons alleged against that journey were of weight to satisfy his under-
standing, or the counsel presented to dissuade him from it were full of that
duty as was like to prevail over his affections For the resolving of so great
a business without the advice of his Parliament,' he said, ‘he must remem-
ber how often by his messages he made the same offer if they should advise
him thereunto, to which they never gave himthe least answer, but in their late
Declaration told him that they were not to be satisfied with words so that
he had reason to conceive they rather avoided, out of regard to his person,
togivehim counsel torun that hazard, than that they disapproved theinclina-
tion' And he asked them, ' what greater comfort or security the Protestants
of Christendom could receive than by seeing a Protestant king venture and
engage his person for the defence of that religion and the suppression of
Popery * to which he solemnly protested in that message never to grant a
toleration, upon what pretence soever, or an abolition of any of the laws
then in force against the professors of it' And he said, 'when he considered
the great calamities and unheard of cruelties his poor Protestant subjects in
that kingdom had undergone for the space of near or full six months, the
growth and increase of the strength of those barbarous rebels, and the evi-
dent probability of foreign supplies if they were not speedily suppressed, the
very slow succours hitherto sent them from hence that the officers of
several regiments who had long time been allowed entertainment for that
service had not raised any supply or succour for that kingdom , that many
troops of horse had long lain near Chester untransported , that the Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland, on whom he relied principally for the conduct and
managing of affairs there, was still in this kingdom, notwithstanding his
majesty’'s earnestness expressed that he should repair to his command?
and when he considered the many and great scandals raised upon himself
by report of the rebels, and not sufficiently discountenanced here, notwith-
standing so many professions of his majesty, and had seen a book lately

! [Read in the House of Lords A pril 25]
2 [By message to hun of March 36 ]
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printed by the order of the House of Commons, entitled, A Remonstrance of 1642
divers remarkable passages concerning the Church and Kingdom of Ireland %, March
wherein some examinations were set down, (how improbable or impossible
soever,) which might make an impression in the minds of many of his weak
subjects andlastly, when he had duly weighed the dishonour which would
perpetually lieupon thiskingdomif full and speedy relief were not despatched
thither ; his majesty could not think of a better way to discharge his duty
to Almighty God for the defence of the true Protestant religion, or to
manifest his affection to his three kingdoms for their preservation, than by
engaging his personin that expedition, as many of hisroyal progenitors had
done, even in foreign parts, upon causes of less importance and piety, with
great honour to themselves and advantage to this kingdom. And therefore
he expected at least thanks for such his inclination

69 ' For the danger to his person,’ he said, ' he conceived it necessary,
and worthy of a king, to adventure his life to preserve his kingdom,
neither could it be imagined that he would sit still and suffer his kingdoms
to be lost, and his good Protestant subjects to be massacred, without ex-
posing his own person to the utmost hazard for their relief and preservation,
hislife (when it was most pleasant) being nothing so precious to him asit
was, and should be, to govern and preserve his people with honour and
justice

70. * For any encouragement to the rebels, because of the reports they
raised,’ he said, ' he could not conceive that the rebels were capable of a
greater terror than by the presence of their lawful king in the head of an
army to chastise them  Besides, it would be an unspeakable advantage to
them if any report of thens could hinder him from doing any thing which
were fit for him to do it such report were not raised that would quickly
teach them, in thisjealous age, to prevent by such reports any other persons
coming against them whom they had no mind should be employed '

71 He toldthem, 'he marvelled that the Adventurers, whose advantage
was a principal motive (next the reasons before mentioned) to him, should
so much mistake his purpose, whose interest he conceived must be much
improved by the expedition he hoped, by God's blessing, to use in that ser-
vice, that being the most probable way for the speedy conquest of the rebels
Their lands were sufficiently secured by Act of Parliament’

72 Hetold them, 'he thought himself not kindly used, that the addition
of so few mento their levies (for a guard to his person in Ireland) should be
thought fit for their refusal, and, much more, that having used so many
cautions in that message, both in the smallness of the number, in hishaving
raised none until their answer, in their being to be raised only near the
place of shipping, in their being there to be armed, and that not till they
were ready to be shipped, in the provision by the oaths that none of them
should be Papists; (all which were sufficient to destroy all grounds of
jealousy of any force intended by them in opposition to the Parliament or

! ['recommended by letters from the . . Lords Justices and

Counsell of Ireland, and presented by Henry Jones, doctor in divinity,

. . tothehonorable House of Commons in England,’ 40. Lond
prmtedfor Godf. Emersonand Will. Bladen, 1642.]



40 The King's reply concerning [v. 72

1642 favour to any malignant party,) any suspicion should, not-withstanding, be
grounded upon it

73 ' Neither," he said,' could it be understood, that, when he recom-
mended the managing of that war to them, het intended to exclude himself,
or not to be concerned in their counsels, that if he found any expedient,
(which in his conscience and understanding he thought necessary for that
great work,) he might not put it in practice’ He told them, * he looked
upon them as his Great Council, whose advice he always had, and would,
with great regard and deliberation, weigh and consider but helooked upon
himself as neither deprived of his understanding, or divested of any right
he had if there were no Parliament sitting' He said, ' he called them to-
gether by hisown writ and authority (without which they could not have
met) to give him faithful counsel about Ins great affairs, but he resigned
not up his own interest and freedom ; he never subjected himself to their
absolute determination, he had always weighed their counsels as pro-
ceeding from a council intrusted by him, and when he had dissented from
them he had returned them the reasons which had prevailed with his con-
science and understanding, with that candour which a prince should use
towards his subjects and that affection which a father could express to his
children  What application had been used to rectify his understanding by
reasons, or what motives had been given to persuade his affections, he would
leaveall the world to judge. And then,' he said, ' he must tell them, how-
soever a major part might bind them in matter of opinion, he held himself
(and he was sure the law and constitution of the kingdom had always held
the same) as free to dissent, till his reason were convinced for the general
good, asif they had delivered no opinion.

74." For hisjourney itself," he told them," the circumstances of their petition
were such as he knew not well what answer to return, or whether he were
best to give any  That part which pretended to carry leason with it didno
way satisfy him ; the other, which wasrather reprehension and menace than
advice, could not stagger him His answer therefore was, that he should be
very glad to find the work of Ireland so easy as they seemed to thinkit;
which did not so appear by any thing known to him when he sent his
message  and though he would never refuse, or be unwilling, to venturehis
person for the good and safety of his people, he was not so weary of his life
as to hazard it impertinently , and therefore, since they seemed to have re-
ceived advertisements of some late and great successes in that kingdom, he
would stay some time to see the event of those, and not pursue his resolution
till he had given them a second notice but, if he found the miserable con-
dition of his poor subjects of that kingdom were not speedily relieved, he
would, with God's assistance, visit them with succours as his particular
credit and interest could supply him with, if they refused to join with him
And he doubted not but the levies he should make (in which he would
observe punctually the former and all other cautions as might best pre-
vent all fears and jealousies, and to use no power but what was legal)
would be so much to the satisfaction of his subjects as no person would dare
presume to resist his commands; and if they should, at their peril [beit].

! ['that he,’'M S]
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In the mean time, he hoped his forwardness, so remarkable, to that service
should be notorious to all the world, and that all scandals laid on himin
that business shouldbe clearly wiped away.'

75 He told them, ' he had been so careful that his journey into Ireland
should not interrupt the proceedings of Parliament, nor deprive his subjects
of any acts of justice or farther acts of grace for the real benefit of his
people, that he had made afree offer of leaving such power behind as should
not only be necessary for the peaceand safety of the kingdom but fully pro-
vide for the happy progress of the Parliament and therefore he could not
but wonder, since such power had been always left here by commission for
the government of this kingdom when his progenitors had been out of the
same, during the sitting of parliaments, and since themselves desired that
such a power might be left here by his majesty at his last going into Scot-
land, what law of the land they had now found to dispense with them from
submitting to such authonty, legally derived from him, in his absence, and
to enable them to govern the kingdom by their own mere authority.

76 'For his return to London,' he said, 'he had given them so full
answers in his late Declaration and answers that he knew not what to add,
if they would not provide for his security with them, nor agree to remove to
another place where there might not be the same danger to his majesty.'
He told them, ' he expected that (since he had been so particular in the
causes and grounds of his fears) they should have sent him word that they
had published such declarations against future tumults and unlawful
assemblies, and taken such courses for the suppressing seditious pamphlets
and sermons, that his fears of that kind might be laid aside, before they
should press his return

77. 'To conclude,' hetold them,' he could wish that they would with the
same strictness and seventy weigh and examine their messages and expres-
sions to him as they did those they received from him, for he was very
confident that, if they examined hisrights and privileges by what his pre-
decessors had enjoyed and their own addresses by their usual courses
observed by their ancestors, they would find many expressions in that
petition warranted only by their own authority, which indeed he forbore
to take notice of, or to give answer to, lest he should be tempted, (inajust
indignation,) to express a greater passion than hewas yet willingto put on
God in his good time, he hoped, would so inform the hearts of all his sub-
jects that he should recover from the mischieve and danger of that dis-
temper , on whose good pleasure,' he said, 'he would wait with all patience
and humility.'

78. And from this time the purpose was never resumed of
his majesty's personal expedition into Ireland, and so they
were freed from that apprehension. The truth is, that counsd
for his majesty'sjourney into Ireland was very suddenly taken,
and communicated to very few, without consideration of the
objections that would naturally arise againstit; and wasrather
resolved as a probable stratagem to compose the two Houses to

1642
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1642 a better temper and sobriety, upon the apprehension of the
King's absence from them and the inconveniences that might
thence ensug, than sufficiently considered and digested for exe-
cution. For none were more violent against it than they who
served the King most faithfully in the Houses; who, in the
King's absence, and after such a grant of the militia as was
then offered, looked upon themselves as sacrificed to the pride
and fury of those whose inclinations and temper had begot the
confusions they complained of. But if it had been so duly
weighed and consulted, and men so disposed, that it might have
been executed, and the King [had] taken a fit council and
retinue about him, it would at that time have been no hard
matter speedily to have reduced Ireland, and, by the reputation
and authority of that, the other two kingdoms might have been
contained within their proper bounds. But, asit fell out, the
overture proved disadvantageous to the King, and gave the
other party new cause of triumph that they had plainly
threatened him out of what he pretended to have firmly re-
solved to do, which disadvantage was improved by the other
proposition that attended it, concerning the militia. For the
bill sent by the King upon that argument brought the business
again into debate; and, though nothing was concluded upon it,
the King was a loser by the proposition, though not so much as
he feared he should have been when he saw his journey into
Ireland desperate ; upon the supposition of which he had only
made that tender.

April 8 79 The bill sent by the King, and preferred to the House

April 13. of peers by the Attorney General, granted the militia forgone
year to the persons first nominated by the Houses in their ordi-
nance to his majesty, and made those persons in the execution
of that trust subject to the authority of his majesty and the
two Houses jointly whilst his majesty was within the kingdom,
and in his absence, of the two Houses only. What alterations
and amendments they made in it before they returned it again
for the royal assent will best appear by the King's answer,

April 28.which he sent to them at the time of his refusal to passit;
which was,
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80 That'he had with great deliberation and patience weighed and con* 1042
sidered (as it concerned him much to weigh the consequences of every law
before he passed it) their bill lately sent to him for the settling the militia ;
and though it had not been usual to give any reason for the refusal to pass
any bill, (it being absolutely in his power to pass or not pass any Act sent
to him, if he conceived it prejudicial to himself, or inconvenient for his sub-
jects, for whom he was trusted and must one day give an account,) yet in that
business of the militia, which being misunderstood amongst his good sub-
jects had been used asan argument as if he were not vigilant enough for the
public safety, and lest he should be thought less constant in his resolutions,
and that bill to be the same he had sent to them, he thought fit to give
them and all the world particular satisfaction, why he could not, ought not,
must not, pass that bill, being the first public bill he had refused this
Parliament. And therefore,' he told them," he must complain, that, having
expressed himself so clearly and particularly to them in that point, they
should press any thing upon him which they could not but foresee that he
must refuse, except he departed from those resolutions, grounded upon so
much reason, he had so earnestly before acquainted them with, and
against which they had not given one argument to satisfy hisjudgment’

81 He told them, 'he was pleased they had declined the unwariantable
course of their ordinance, (to the which he was confident his good subjects
would nerer have yielded their consent,) and chosen that only right way of
imposing upon the people, which he would have allowed but for the reasons
following

82 He said, ' he had refused to consent to their ordinance, as for other
things, so for that the power was put into the persons nominated therein by
direction of both Houses of Parliament, excluding his majesty from any
power in the disposition or execution of it together with them He had
then advised them, for many reasons, that a bill should be prepared , and
after, in his answer of the 26th of March to the petition of both Houses, he
had told them, if such a bill should be prepared with that due regard to his
majesty and care of his people, in the limitation of the power, and other
circumstances, he should recede from nothing he formerly expressed

83 ' What passed (enough to have discouraged him from being further
solicitous in that argument) after his full and gracious answers, he was con-
tent to forget When heresolved of hisjourney into Ireland, so that, by
reason of his absence, there might be no want of settling that power,
besides complying with their fears, he sent, together with a message of that
his purpose, a bill for the settling that power for ayear , hoping in that
time to return to them, and being sure that in much less time they might
do the business for which at first they seemed to desire this, which was,
that they might securely consider his message of the 20th of January last.
By that bill which he sent he consented to those names they proposed in
their ordinance, and, in the limitation of the power, provided that himself
should not be able to execute any thing but by their advice, and when he
should be out of thekingdom, the sole execution to be in them, with many
other things, of so arbitrary and uncircumscnbed a power that he should not
have consented to but with reference to the absence of his own person out
of the kingdom, and thought it the more sufferable in respect the time wag
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1642 but for ayear, Whether that bill they had sent to him to pass were the

Jan. 15

same, the world would judge.'

84. He said, 'they had by that bill tendered to his majesty, without
taking notice of him, put the power of the whole kingdom, the life and
liberties of the subjects of all degrees and qualities, into the hands of par-
ticular men for two years! He asked them, 'if they could imagine he
would trust such an absolute power in the hands of particular persons
which he had refused to commit to both Houses of Parliament ? Nay, if
the power itself were not too absolute, too unlimited, to be committed into
any private hands ?  Whether sa J. Hotham's high insolence shewed him
not what he might expect from an exorbitant legal power, when he, by a
power not warranted by law, durst venture upon atreasonable disobedience 1
But his majesty would willingly know, (and indeed such an account in
ordinary civility," he said, 'he might have expected,) why he was by that
Act absolutely excluded from any power or authority in the execution of
the militia.'" He said, 'sure their fears and jealousies were not of such a
nature as were capable of no other remedy than by leaving him no power
in a point of the greatest importance, in which God and the law had
trusted himsolely, and which he had been contented to share with them by
his own bill, by putting it and a greater into the hands of particular
subjects.’ He asked them, 'what all Christian princes would think of
him after he had passed such a bill ? how they would value his sovereignty’
And yet,' he said, 'sure his reputation with foreign princes was some
ground of then security. Nay, he was confident, by that time they had
throughly considered the possible consequence of that bill upon them-
selves and the rest of his good subjects, they would all give him thanks for
not consenting to it, finding their condition, if it should have passed,
would not have been so pleasing to them." He told them, 'he hoped that
animadversion would be no breach of their privileges In that throng of
business and distemper of affections it was possible second thoughts might
present somewhat to their considerations which escaped them before '

85 He remembered them, that ' he had passed abill this Parliament, at
their entreaty, concerning the captives of Algiers, and waived many objec
tions of his own to the contrary, upon information that the business had
been many months considered by them, whether it proved suitableto their
intentions, of whether they had not by some private orders suspended that
Act of Parliament upon view of the mistakes, themselves best knew, as
likewise what other alterations they had made upon other bills passed this
session.’  He told them, ' he could not pass over the putting their names
out of that bill whom before they had recommended to him in their
ordinance, not thinking fit, it seemed, to trust those who would obey no
guide but the law of the land, (he imagined they would not wish he should
in his estimation of others follow that their rule,) and the leaving out, by
special provision, the present lord mayor of London as a person in their dis-
favour, whereas,' he said, 'he must tell them his demeanour had been such
that the city and the whole kingdom was beholding to hun for his
example.

86. 'To conclude,' he said, ' he did not find himself possessed of such an
excess of power, that it was fit to transfer, or consent it should be in other



v. 83] to pass the Militia hill. 45

persons, as was directed by that bill, and therefore he should rely upon 1642
that royal right and junsdiction which God and the law had given him, for

the suppressing of rebellion and resisting foreign invasion, which had pre-
served the kingdom in the time of all his ancestors, and which he doubted

not but he should be able to execute And, not more for his own honour

and right than for the liberty and safety of his people, he could not consent

to pass that bill'

87. Though no sober man could deny the reasonableness of
that answer, and that there was indeed so great a difference
between the bill sent by his majesty and that presented to him
from the two Houses that it could not soberly be imagined he
would consent to it, yet it had been better for his majesty that
that overture had never been made; it giving new life, spirit,
and hopes to them, and they making the people believe (who
understood not the difference, and knew not that 'the King's
pleasure signified by both Houses of Parliament' was the plea-
sure of both Houses without the King) that his majesty now
refused to consent to what himself had offered and proposed ;
whilst his own party (for so those began now to be called who
preserved their duty and allegiance entire) was as much troubled
to find so sovereign a power of the Crown offered to be parted
with to the two Houses as was tendered to them by the King's
own bill, and that i t was possible for his majesty to recede from
his firmest resolves, even in a point that would not naturally
admit of the least division or diminution.

88 1. The King, being well pleased that he had gone through
one of his resolutions, and not much troubled at the anger and
trouble it had produced, and finding his court full of persons of
quality of the country, [who?] made all expressions of affec-
tion and duty which they thought would be most acceptable to
him, he resolved to undertake another enterprise, which was of
more importance, and which in truth was the sole motive of his
journey into those parts. The great magazine of arms and
ammunition which was left upon the disbanding the army re-
mained still at Hull, and was a nobler proportion than remained
in the Tower of London or all other his majesty's stores; and

! [8 88 and the beginning of 89 are from the Life, p. 159 ]
2 ' which, MS]
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1642 there had been formerly a purpose to have secured the same by
the earl of Newcastle's presence there, which had been disap-
pointed, as hath been before mentioned, and sir John Hotham
sent thither to look to it; who was now there, only with one
of the companies of the tram-bands: and so the King resolved
that he would himself make a journey thither with his own
usual tram, and, being there, that he would stay there till he
had secured the place to him  This was his purpose; which
he concealed to that degree that very few about him knew any
thing of it.

89. As soon as it was known that his majesty meant to reside

in York, it was easily suspected that he had an eye upon the
April 18. magazine; and therefore they made an order in both Houses
that the magazine should be removed from Hull to the Tower,
and ships were making ready for the transportation , so that
his majesty could no longer defer the execution of what he de-
feigned * And being persuaded? by some (who believed them-
selves) that if he went thither it would neither be in sir
J. Hotham's will or his power to keep him out of that town,
and that being possessed of so considerable a port and of the
magazine there, he should find a better temper towards a
modest and dutiful treaty, his majesty took the opportunity of

* [The MS adds (but the passage is marked for omission) —

'And therefore he sent the duke of York, (who came to him few days
beforefrom Richmond by his command,) attended only by a few gentlemen
and servants, whereof sir Lewis Dyves was one, who had much acquaint-
ance with Hotham, to see the town, and without any other pretence He
was received by sir [J] Hotham with all respect, and was treated and
lodged by him in such amanner as was fit The next morning the King
himself, with a choice number of about twenty or thirty gentlemen, who
were appointed to attend by himself, and all others inhibited to go, went
from Y ork, and sent word by one of his servants to sir [J] Hotham, that
his majesty would dine with him that day, with which message he was
exceedingly surprised and confounded

' The man was of a fearful nature/ &c , asin sect 91 ]

2 [The MS. of the History is here resumed, p. 161, and this sentence
begins thus, in two lines which are crossed out s—

'Whilst these things were agitating, the King, who found the resort and
affections of the North to be answerable to his expectation, and the princi-
pal gentlemen to beinclined very heartily and devoutly to his service, and
being persuaded,’ & c]
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a petition presented to him by the gentlemen of Yorkshire, 1642
who were much troubled at the order for removing the maga- April 22.
zine from Hull, and were ready to appear in any thing for his
service, by which they desired him 'to cast his eyes and
thoughts upon the safety of his own person and his princely
issue, and that whole country; a great means whereof/ they
said, 'did consist in the arms and ammunition at Hull, placed
there by his princely care and charge ; and since, upon general
apprehensions of dangers from foreign parts, thought fit to be
continued: and they did very earnestly beseech him, that he
would take such couise, that it might still remain there, for the
better securing those and the lest of the northern parts*
Hereupon he resolved to go thither himself; and the night April 22
before, he sent his son the duke of Y ork, who was lately arrived
from Richmond, accompanied with the prince Elector, thither,
with some other persons of honour, who knew no more than
that it was ajourney given to the pleasure and curiosity of the
duke. Sir John Hotham received them with that duty and
civility that became him. The next morning early, the King Apiil 23
took horse from Y ork, and, attended with two or three hundred
of his servants and gentlemen of the country, rode thither, and
when he came within a mile of the town sent a gentleman to
sir John Hotham to let him know that the King would that
day dinewith him, with which he was strangely surprised, or
seemed to be so

90. ! It was then reported, and was afterwards averred by him-
self to some friends, that he had received, the night before, ad-
vertisement from a person very near to, and very much trusted
by, his majesty, of the King's purpose of coming thither, and
that there was a resolution of hanging him, or cutting his
throat, as soon as he was in the town.

91. 2 The man was of a fearful nature and perplexed under-

[ This paragraph is struck out in the MS. of the Hist., p 162. Cf.
the note below, and the reference in the King's message to the report,
§103]

2['The man—bridges drawn/ from the Life, p. 159, which then pro-
ceeds thus —

1. ' SirJohn Hotham appeared himself upon the wall, and when the King
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1842 standing, and could better resolve upon deliberation than on a
sudden; and many were of opinion that if he had been pre-

commanded him to cause the port to be opened, he answered like a distracted
man, that no man could understand , he fell upon his knees, used all the
execrations imaginable, that the earth would open and swallow him up, if he
were not his majesty's most faithful subject; talked of his trust from the
Parliament, of whose fidelity towards his majesty he was likewise well
assured, and in conclusion, he made it evident that he would not permit
the King to enter into thetown. So that after many messages and answers,
(for he went himself fromthe wall, out of an apprehension of some attempt
upon his person,) the King, after the Duke of Y ork and they who attended
him were permitted to return out of the town, and after he had caused sir
John Hotham to be proclaimed a traitor for keeping the town by force
against him, returned® to Y ork, with infinite perplexity of mind, and sent a
complaint to the Parliament of Hotham's disobedience and rebellion It
was then believed, and Hotham himself made it to be believed, that Mr
Murry, of the bedchamber, who was the messenger sent by the Kingin the
morning to give sir John Hotham notice that his majesty intended to dme
with him, had infused some apprehensions into the man, as if the King
meant to use violence towards him, which produced that distemper and
resolution in him ; but it was never proved, and that person (who was very
mysterious in all his actions) continued long after in his majesty's con-
fidence

2. 'Assoon as it was known at Westminster what repulse the King had
received at Hull, thejoy that appearedin their countenances and behaviour
cannot be expressed, and their public proceeding in the Houses [was?®] never
so insolent They declared, by an act of both Houses, that sir John
Hotham had behaved him honestly, and according to the trust they had
reposed in him, and in which they would justify him, andthat hisbehaviour
had been according to law, and that the Kingin proclaiming him guilty of
treason had again broken their privileges What passed hereupon by way
of messages and declarations, to which the King aways (having notice
timely, and all preparations being made whilst the debate held in the
Houses) sent quick and sharp answers, which were still rend in churches, as
the Parliament had appointed theirs to be, their proceedings inthe militia,
and their listing men by virtue thereof in several places in the country as
well asin the city , their choosingthe earl of Essex to be their general, and
declaring that they would live and die with him, and all other preparations
towards a war, are the proper subjects of a history of that time, and not fit
to be contained in this discourse, though some important particulars cannot
be omitted. Nor will it be denied by any who had the least knowledge of
the temper of that time, that from the beginning of those paper skirmishes
the King recovered great reputation and advantage over the two Houses,
whose high proceedings and carriage [were®] in all places exceedingly
censured by all persons of honour and great interest, it being very evident
that they were followed and submitted to principally by the meanest of the

2['hereturned, MS] 2 [were, MS] *  ['was' MS]
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pared dexterously beforehand and in confidence, he would have 1642
conformed to the King's pleasure; for he was master of anoble for-
tuneinland, and rich in money, of avery ancient family and wel
allied; his affections to the government very good, and no man
less desired to see the nation involved in a civil war than he:
and when he accepted this employment from the Parliament he
never imagined it would engage him in rebellion, but believed
that the Kingwould find it necessary to comply with the advice
of his two Houses, and that the preseiving that magazine from
being possessed by him would likewise prevent any possible
rupture into aslms. He was now in great confusion; and call-
ing some of the chief magistrates and other officers together to
consult, they persuaded him not to suffer the King to enter
into the town. And his majesty coming within an hour after
his messenger, found the gates shut, and the bridges drawn,
and the walls manned, all things being in areadiness for the re-
ception of an enemy, sir John Hotham himself from the walls,
with several professions of duty and many expressions of fear,
telling his majesty that 'he durst not open the gates, being
trusted by the Parliament." The King told him that 'he be-
lieved he had no order from the Parliament to shut the gates
against him, or to keep him out of the town' He replied
that ‘'his train was so great that if it were admitted he
should not be able to give a good account of the town/ Where-
upon the King offered to enter with twenty horse only, and
that the rest should stay without. The which the other re-
fusing, the King dedred him 'to come to him, that he might
confer with him, upon his princely word of safety and libeity
to return." And when he excused himself likewise from that,
his majesty told him that ' as this act of his was unparlleled,
so it would produce some notable effect; that it was not

people. And though some persons of quality and estates, who had, from
their prejudice to some particular bishops, contracted a dislike and
displeasure against the Church itself, and the religion established, followed
their party, yet the number of them was not great, and their credit only with
some factious preachers and those poor people who were corrupted by them,
and even of those there werefew that imagined they should be engaged in a
war to compass their desires.'

VOL. 1. E
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1642 possible for him to sit down by such an indignity, but that he
would immediately proclaim him traitor, and proceed against
him as such; that this disobedience of his would probably
bring many miseries upon the kingdom, and much loss of blood,
all which might be prevented if he performed the duty of a
subject, and therefore advised him to think sadly of it, and to
prevent the necessary growth of so many calamities, which
must he all upon his conscience’ The gentleman, with much dis-
traction in his looks, talked confusedly of 'the trust he had from
the Parliament;' then fell on his knees, and wished that' God
would bring confusion upon him and his, if he were not a loyal
and faithful subject to his majesty;' but, in conclusion, plainly
denied to suffer his majesty to come into the town Whereupon
the King caused him immediately to be proclaimed a traitor,
which the other received with some expressions of undutifulness
and contempt. And so the King, after the duke of Y ork and prince
Elector, with their retinue, were come out of the town, where
they were kept some hours, was forced to retire that night to
Beverly, four milesfromthat place; and so the next day returned
to York, full of trouble and indignation for the affront he had
received, which he foresaw would produce a world of mischief.

April 24. 92 The King sent an express to the two Houses, with a
message declaring what had passed, and that sir John Hotham
had justified his treason and disloyalty by pretence of an order
and trust from them, which as he could not produce, so his
majesty was confident they would not own, but would be highly
sensible of the scandal he had lard upon them, as well as of his
disloyalty to his majesty. And therefore he demanded justice of
them against him according to law. The Houses had heard before
of the King's going out of York thither, and were in terrible
apprehension that he had possessed himself of the town, and that
sir John Hotham, (for they were not confident of him as of a man
of their own faith,) by promises or menaces had given up the
place to him, and with this apprehension they were exceedingly
dejected: but when they heard the truth, and found that Hull
was still in their hands, they were equally exalted, magnifying
their trusty governor's faith and fidelity against the King.
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93. In the mean time, the gentlemen of the North expressed 1642
a marvellous snse and passion on his maesty's behalf, and
offered to raise the force of the county to take the town by
force. But the King chose, for many reasons, to send again to April 28.

the Houses another message, in which he told them that ("ead
April  30)

' He was so much concerned in the undutiful affront (an indignity all his
good subjects must disdain in his behalf) he had received from sir John
Hotham at Hull, that he was impatient till he received justice from them,
and was compelled to call again for an answer; being confident, however
they had been so careful, though without his consent, to put a ganison into
that his town, to secure it and his magazine against any attempt of the
Papists, that they never intended to dispose and maintain it against him
their sovereign Therefore he requned them forthwith (for the business
would admit no delay) that they took some speedy couise that his said town
and magazine might be immediately delivered up unto him, and that such
severe exemplary proceedings should be against those petsons who had
offered that insupportable affront and injury to him as by the law was
provided , and till that should be done he would intend no business whatso
ever, other than the business of Ireland  For,' he said, ' if he were brought
into a condition so much worse than any of his subjects, that, whilst they
all enjoyed their privileges, and might not have their possessons disturbed or
their titles questioned, he only might be spoiled, thrown out of his towns,
and his goods taken from him, it wastime to examine how he had lost those
privileges, and to try all possible ways, by the help of God, the law of the
land, and the affection of his good subjects, to recover them and to vindi-
cate himself from those injuries And if he should miscarry therein, he
should be the first prince of this kingdom that had done so, having no
other end but to defend the true Protestant religion, the law of the land,
and the liberty of the subject And he desired God so to deal with him as
he continued in those resolutions'

94. Instead of any answer to Ins majesty upon these two
messages, or sadly considering how this breach might be made
up, they immediately publish (together with a Declaiation of
their former jealousies of the Papists, of the malignant party, of
the lord Digby's letter intercepted, of the earl of Newcastle's
being sent thither, upon which they had first sent down a
governor and put a garrison into Hull) several votes and April 28.
resolutions, by which they declared that

95 ' Sir John Hotham had done nothing but in obedience to the command
of both Houses of Parliament, and that the decla ing of him atraitor, being
amember of the House of Commons, was a high breach of the privilege of
Parliament, and, being without due process of law, was against the liberty
of the subject and against the law of the land.'

E 2
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52 Votes of Parliament concerning Hull. [V. 96.

96. And, hearing at the same time that a letter coming from
Hull to them the night after the King's being there had been

April 26. intercepted by some of his majesty's servants, they declared

May 4.

that ' all such inteicepting of any letters sent to them was a
high breach of the privilege of Parliament, which, by the laws
of the kingdom and the Protestation, they were bound to
defend with their lives and their fortunes, and to bring the
violator thereof to condign punishment." Then they ordered
that the shnefs and justices of the peace of the counties of
York and Lincoln, and all others his majesty's officeis, should
suppress all forces that should be laised or gathered together
in those counties either to force the town of Hull or stop the
passages to and from the same, or in any other way to disturb
the peace of the kingdom. AIll which votes, orders, and
declarations, being punted, and diligently dispersed throughout
the kingdom before any address made to his majesty in answer
of his messages, and coming to his view, the King published an
answer to those votes and declarations, in which he said :

97 'Since his gracious messages to both Houses of Parliament demand-
ing justice for the high and unheard of affront offered unto himat the gates
of Hull by sir John Hotham [were '] not thought worthy of an answer, but
that, instead thereof, they had thought fit by their printed votes to own and
avow that unparalleled act to be done in obedience to the command of both
Houses of Parliament, (though at that time he could produce no such com-
mand,) and, with other resolutions against his proceedings there, to publish
a Declaration concerning that business, as an appeal to the people, and asif
their intercourse with his majesty and for his satisfaction were now to no
more purpose, though he knew that course of theirsto be very unagreeable
to the modesty and duty of former times, and unwarrantable by any prece-
dentsbut what themselves had made, yet he was not unwilling to join issue
with them in that way, and to let all the world know how necessary, just,
and lawful all his proceedings had been in that point, and that the defence
of those proceedings was the defence of the law of the land, of the liberty
and property of the subject, and that by the same rule of justice which was
now offered to him all the private interest and title of all his good subjects
to all their lands and goods was confounded and destroyed' He remem-
bered them that'Mr. Pim had said in his speech against the earl of
Strafford, (which was published by order of the Commons House,) " The
law is the safeguard, the custody ofall prirate interests ; your honours, your
lives, your liberties and estates, are all in the keeping of the law, without
this, every man hath a like rigidto any thing "' Andhe said, ' he would fain

! 'was,' MS]
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be answered what title any subject of his kingdom had to his house or land 1642
that he had not to his town of Hull ? or what right any subject had to his
money, plate, or jewels, that his majesty had not to his magazine or muni-
tion there ? If he had ever such atitle," he said, 'he would know when he
lost it? And if that magazine and munition, bought with his own money,
were ever his, when and how that property went out of him ? He very well
knew the great and unlimited power of a Parliament; but he knew as well,
that it was only in that sense as he was a part of that Parliament, without
him, and against his consent, the votes of either or both Houses together
must not, could not, should not (if he could help it, for his subjects' sake as
well as his own) forbid any thing that wasenjoined by the law, or enjoin any
thing that was forbidden by thelaw But in any such alteration which
might be for the peace and happiness of the kingdom, he had not [refused],
should not refuse, to consent A nd he doubted not but that all his good sub-
jects would easily discern in what a miserable msecunty and confusion they
must necessarily and inevitably be, if descents might be altered, purchases
avoided, assurances and conveyances cancelled, the sovereign legal authority
despised and resisted, by votes or orders of either or both Houses. And
this,' he said, 'he was sure, was hiscaseat Hull And as it was his this
day, by the same rule it might be theirs to-morrow.

98 ' Against any desperate design of the Papists, of which they discoursed
so much, he had sumciently expressed his zeal and intentions, and should
be as forward to adventure his own life and fortune to oppose any such
designs as the meanest subject in his kingdom

99 'For the malignant party, he said, 'as the law had not to [his']
knowledge denned their condition, so neither House had presented them to
his majesty under such a notion as he might well understand whom they
intended , and he should therefore only inquire after and avoid the malig-
nant party under the character of persons disaffected to the peace and
government of the kingdom, and such who, neglectmg and despising the law
of the land, had given themselves other rules to walk by, and so dispensed
with their obedience to authority.  Of those persons, as destructive to the
commonwealth, he should take all possible caution

100. 'Why any letters intercepted from the lord Digby, (wherein he
mentioned a retreat to aplace of safety,) should hinder him from visiting
hisownfort, and how he had opposed any ways of accommodation with his
Parliament, and what ways and overtures had been offered in any way, or
like any desire of such accommodation, or whether his message of the 20th
of January last (so often in vain pressed by him,) had not sufficiently ex-
pressed his earnest desire of it," he said, 'all the world should judge;
neither was it in the power of any persons to incline him to take arms
against his Parliament and his good subjects, and miserably to embroil the
kingdomin civil wars. He had given sufficient evidence to the world how
much his affections abhorred, and how much his heart did bleed at the
apprehension of, acivil war. And,' he said," God and the world must judge,
if his care and industry were [not?] only to defend and protect the liberty
of the subject, the law of the kingdom, his own just rights, (part of that

L ['their,’ MS ; 'our' in the Ansuer)] 2 [so in the Answer)]
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1642 law,) and his honour, (much more precious than his life,) and if in opposition
to these any civil war should arise, upon whose account the blood and
destruction that must follow must be cast. God and his own conscience
told him that he was clear

101 'For captain Legg'sbeing sent heretofore to Hull, or for the earl of
Newcastle's being sent thither, by his wan ant and authority,' he said, * he
had asked a question long ago, in his answer to both Houses concerning the
magazine at Hull, which he had cause to think was not easy to be
answered , why the general rumour of the design of Papists in the northern
parts should not be thought sufficient ground for his majesty to put in such
a person of honour, fortune, and unblemished reputation, as the earl of
Newcastle was known to be, into atown and fort of his own, where his own
magazine lay, and yet the same rumour be warrant enough to commit the
same town and fort, without hisconsent, to the hands of sir John Hotham,
with such a power as was now too well known and understood? How his
refusal to have that magazine removed, upon the petition of both Houses,
could give any advantage against him to have it taken from him, and
whether it was a refusal, all men would easily understand who read his an-
swer to that petition; towhichit had not been yet thought fit to make any reply

102 ' For the condition of those persons who presented the petition to
him at York (whom that Declaration called, "some few ill-affected persons
about the city of York") to continue the magazine at Hull,' he said, 'he
made no doubt but that petition would appear to be attested both in num-
ber and weight by persons of honour and integrity, and much more conver-
sant with the affections of the whole country than most of those petitions
which had been received with so much consent and approbation And for
their presumption of interposing their advice, his majesty the more won-
dered at that exception, when such encouragement had been given, and
thanks declared, to multitudes of mean, unknown people, prentices and
porters, who had accompanied petitions of very strange natures.

103 'For the manner of his going to Hull," he said, * he hart clearly set
forth the same in his message to both Houses of that business A nd for any
intelligence given to sir John Hotham of an intention to deprive hun of his
life, as he knew there was no such intention in him, having given him all
possible assurance of the same at his being there, so he was confident no such
intelligence was given, or if it were, it was by some villain, who had nothing
but malice, or design to fright him from his due obedience, to warranthim,
and sir John Hotham had all the reason to assure himself that his lifewould
be in much more danger by refusing to admit his King into his own town
andtort than by yielding him that obedience which he owed by his oaths of
allegiance and supremacy, and the Protestation, and which he knew was
due and warrantable by the laws of the land For the number of his
attendants, (though that could be no wanant for such a disobedience in a
subject,)' he said, "itwas well known (as his majesty had expresed in his
message to both Houses, to which credit ought to have been given) that he
offered to go into the town with twenty horse only, his whole train being
unarmed , and whosoever thought that too great an attendance for his ma-
jesty and his two sons had sure an intention to bring him to a meaner
retinue than they would yet avow.
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104 ' Herethen,' he said,' was his case, of which all the world should 1642
judge: his majesty endeavoured to visit atown and fort of his own, where-
in his own magazine lay a subject, in defiance of him, shuts the gates
against him, with armed men resists, denies, and opposes his entrance,
tellshim, inplain terms, he should not comein' Hesaid, 'hedid not pre-
tend to understand much law, yet in the point of treason he had had much
learning taught him this Parliament; and if the sense of the statute of the
25th year of Edward | | | chap. 2, were not very differing from the letter,
sir John Hotham's act was no less than plain High Treason and he had
been contemptibly stupid if he had, after all those circumstances of grace and
favour then shewed to him, made any scruple to proclaim him traitor And
whether he were so or no, if he would render himself, his majesty would re-
quire no other trial than that which the law had appointed to every subject,
and which he was confident he had not in the least degree violated in those
proceedings, no more than he had done the privilege of Parliament by
endeavouring in ajust way to challenge his own unquestionable privileges.
For'that, in such case, the declaring him traitor, being a member of the
House of Commons, without process of law, should be a breach of privilege
of Parliament, (of which he was sure none extended to treason, felony, or
breach of the peace,) against the liberty of the subject, or against the law
of the land, he must have other reasons than bare votes' He said, 'he
would know, if sir John Hotharn had with those forces by which he Kept
him out of his town of Hull pursued him to the gates of Y ork, winch he
might as legally have done, whether his majesty must have stayed from de-
claring him traitor till process of law might have issued against him ?
Would fears and jealousies dispense with necessary and real forms, and
must his majesty when actual war islevied upon him observe forms which
the law itself doth not enjoin ? The cause,' he said, ‘' was truly stated , let
all the world judge (unless the mere sitting of a Parliament did suspend all
laws, and his majesty was the only personin England against whom treason
could not be committed) where the fault was A nd whatsoever course he
should be driven to for the vindication of that his privilege, and for the
recovery and maintenance of hisknownundoubted rights, hedoth promise, inthe presence of Al might
success, that he would to the utmost of his powers defend and maintain the
true Protestant profession, the law of the land, the liberty of the subject,
and thejust privilege and freedom of Parliament.

105 * For the order of assistance given to the committee of both Houses April 28
concerning their going to Hull," he said, 'he should say no more, but that
those persons named in that order, he presumed, would give no commands,
or his good subjects obey, other than what were warranted by thelaw, (how
large the directions are, or the instructions might bo,) for to that lule he
should apply his own actions, and by it require an account from other men.
And that all his good subjects might the better know their duty in matters
of this nature, he wished them carefully to peruse the statute of the nth
yearof KingHenry V11.ch I* He said, 'hewould conclude with Mr

* [None that shall attend upon the King, and do him true in vice, shall be
attainted, or forfeit any thing.]
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1642 Pimm'sown words: " I the prerogative of the King overwhelmthe liberty
of the people, it will beturnedto tyranny, if liberty underminethe preroga-
Hve, it would growinto anarchy "

106. Besides their Declaration, votes, and orders, in the
justification of sir John Hotham, for his better encouragement
and for a ground of his son's residence at Hull, in whom they

April 30 had in truth afirmer confidence than in the father, they ordered
that 'if, by any force or accident, sir John Hotham should lose
his life, or otherwise die in that service, his? son should
succeed him in the government/ And having thus declared
themselves, they thought fit at last to send some particular

May 5 answer to the King upon that business, which they were the
lather inclined 'to do that, under that pretence, they might send
down a committee of their own to reside at Y ork, whereby they
might receive constant animadversions of what happened and
what was designed, and their friends and dependents in that
large, popul ous, and rich county bethebetter confirmedintheir affectionsand de
they sent down the lord Howard of Escnck, the lord Fan fax,
sir Hugh Cholmely, (afast friend to sir J. Hotham,) sir Philip
Stapleton, (who had likewise married Hotham's daughter,) and

May 9 sir Harry Cholmely, who presented their answer in wilting to
his majesty; the which, being of a mould unusual, and a dialect
higher and rougher than even themselves had yet used, | have
thought fit to insert in the same words it was delivered,
thus.—

107 Themost humble answer of the Lord8 and Commonsin Parliament to
two messages fromyour sacred majesty concerning sir John Hotham's
refusal to giveyour majesty entranceinto thetown of Hull.

'"Your mgety may be pleesed to understand, that we, your Grest
Council, finding manifold evidences of the wicked counsds and practices of
somein near trust and authority about you, to put the kingdom into a com-
bustion by drawing your mgedty into places of strength, remote from your
Parliament, and by exciting your people to commoations under pretence of
sarving your majesty againg your Parliament, lest this malignant party by
the advantage of the town and magazine of Hull should be endbled to go
through with their mischievous intentions, did, (in discharge of the grest
trust that liesupon us and by that power which in cases of this nature

'that his'MS]
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residesin us,) command the town of Hull to be secured by a garrison of the 1643
adjoining train-band, under the government of sir John Hotham; requiring
him to keep the same for the service of your majesty and the kingdom
wherein we have done nothing contrary to your royal sovereignty in that
town, or legal propriety in the magazine

108 'Upon consideration of sir John Hotham's proceeding at your
majesty's being there, we have upon very good grounds adjudged that he
could not discharge the trust upon which, nor make good the end for which,
he was placed in the guard of that town and magazine, if he hadlet in your
majesty with such counsellors and company as [were'] then about you.

109 + Wherefore, upon full resolution of both Houses, we have declared
sir John Hotham to be clear from that odious crime of treason, and have
avowed that he hath therein done nothing but in obedience to the
commands of both Houses of Parliament, assuring ourselves that, upon
mature deliberation, your majesty will not interpret his obedience to such
authority to be an affront to jour majesty, or to be of that nature as to re-
quire any justice to be done upon him, or satisfaction to be made to your
majesty but that you will see just cause of joining with your Parliament
in preserving and securing the peace of the kingdom, suppressing this
wicked and malignant party, who, by false colours and pretensions of main-
taining your majesty's prerogative against the Parliament, (wherein they
fully agree with the rebels of Ireland,) have been the causes of all our dis-
tempers and dangers

110 «For prevention whereof we know no better remedy than settling
the militia of the kingdom according to the bill which we have sent your
majesty, without any intention of deserting or declining the validity or
observance of that ordinance which passed both Houses upon your majesty's
former refusal, but we still hold that ordinance to be effectual by the laws
of this kingdom And we shall be exceeding glad if your majesty, by
approving these our just, dutiful, and necessary proceedings, shall be pleased
to entertain such counsel as we assure ourselves, by God's blessing, will
prove very advantageous for the honour and greatness of your majesty, the
safety and peace of your people ; amongst which we know none more likely
to produce such good effects than a declaration from your majesty of your
purpose to lay aside all thoughts of going into Ireland, and to make a speedy
return into these parts, to be near your Parliament Which as it is our
most humble desire and earnest petition, so shall it be seconded with our
most dutiful care for the safety of your royal person, and constant prayers
that it may prove honourable and successful in the happiness of your
majesty and all your kingdoms*

111. To this answer, with all formality delivered to his
maesty by the committee, the King returned a quick reply,
that

' He had been in good hope that the reason why they had so longdeferred
their answer to his messages concerning Hull had been that they might the
better have given him satisfaction therein, which now added the more
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1642 astonishment, finding their answer, after so long advisement, to be of that
nature which could not but lather increase than diminish the present dis-
tractions, if constantly adhered to by the Parliament’ He asked them,
' whether it was not too much that his town of Hull had a garrison put into
it, to the great charge of the county and inconvenience to the poor inhabi-
tants, without his consent and approbation, under colour at that time of
foreign invasion and apprehensions of the Popish party, but that now the
reasons thereof should be enlarged with a scandal to his majesty and his
faithful servants, only to bring in the more specious pretext for the avowing
sir John Hotham's insolence and treason

112 He said, ' he had often heard of the great trust that by the law of
God and man was committed to the King for the defence and safety of his
people, but as yet he never understood what trust or power was committed
to either or both Houses of Parliament without the King, they being sum-
moned to counsel and advisethe King But by what law 01 authonty they
possess themselves of his majesty's proper right and inheritance, he was con-
fident that as they had not, so they could not shew ' He told them that
' he had not hitherto given the least interruption to public justice, but they,
rather than suffer one of their members to come so much as to a legal trial
for the highest crime, would make use of an order of Parliament to coun-
tenance treason, by declaring him free from that guilt which all former
ages never accounted other , and that without so much as inquuing the
opinion of the judges, for he was confident they would have mentioned
their opinion if they had asked it

113 ' Therefoie he expected, that upon further and better consider ation of
the great and necessary consequence of the business of Hull, and seriously
weighing how much it did concern the peace and quiet of the kingdom,
they would, without faither instance from his majesty, give him full and
speedy justice against sir John Hotham  And,' hesaid," he would leaveall
his good people to think what hope of justice there was left for them, when
they refused or delayed to give their own soveieign satisfaction And, as
he had already said, till that should be done, he would intend no business
whatsoever, other than that of Ireland

114 ' And," he said, 'he likewise expected that they would not put the
militia in execution until they could shew him by what law they had
authority to do the same without his consent, or if they did, he was confi-
dent that he should find much more obedience according to law than they
would do against law  And he should esteem all those who should obey
them therein to be disturbers of the peace of the kingdom, and would in due
season call them to a legal account for the same.

115. 'Concerning his leturn,'he told them, 'he never heard that the
slandering of a king's government and his faithful servants, the refusing of
him Justice, and in a case of treason, and the seeking to take away his un-
doubted and legal authority, under the pretence of putting thekingdom into
a posture of defence, were arguments to induce a king tocome near, or
hearken to, his Parliament '

116. The King despatched this answer the sooner that the
country might be freed from the impression the piesence and
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activity of the committee made in them, but when he delivered 1642
it to them, and required them to make all convenient haste
with it to the Houses, they told him, ' they would send it by an
express, but that themselves were required and appointed to
reside still at York' The King told them that 'he liked not
to have such supervisors near him, and wished them to be very
careful in their carriage; that the country was visibly then
very well affected, and if he found any declension, he well
knew to whom to impute it, and should be compelled to pro-
ceed in another manner against them than, with reference to
their persons,' (for they were all then reputed model ate men,
and had not been thought disaffected to the government of the
Church or State,) ' he should be willing to do." They answered,
with a sullen confidence, that 'they should demean themselves
according to their instructions, and would perform the trust
reposed in them by the two Houses of Parliament." Yet such
was the trcklishness of the King's condition, that, though it was
most evident that their coming and staying there was to
pervert and corrupt the loyalty and affections of those parts,
and to infuse into them inclinations contrary to their allegiance,
it was not thought compellable at that time either to commit
them to prison, 01 to expel them from that city, or to inhibit
them the freedom of his own Court and presence, and so they
continued for the space of above a month in York, evenin
defiance of the King™.

! The following account of the parages narrated in §§ 31-35 follows
here in the History, pp 160-162, but is struck out —

1 'About this time, or a little before, there was an accident, which,
though no man could conceive begat the present distempers, many thought
did improve them, added fuel to that fire which otherwise possibly might
not have blazed so soon, or in so great a flame It is remembered that at
theKing's going to Hampton Court in January before, he sent to the earls
of Essex and Holland to attend him, and that they both refused, that is,
neglected, to wait on him® During the time that he stayed at Windsor,
nor till the Queen was shipped from Dover, neither of them came near him
That day he rested at Greenwich, in his way to the north, they came to
him, and stayed three or four hours, and returned to Whitehall, where
their tables at the King's charge, belonging to their places, were kept, and
those especially (if not only) entertained at those tables who were most

factious and seditious against the King, and their lordships, in all those
! [Seebook IV, § 195]
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1642  117. The militia was the argument which they found made
deepest impression in the people, being totally ignorant what it

conclusions by which the sovereign power was most wounded and con-
temned, gave their full suffrages. The King being resolved to free himself
from the ignominy of such retainers, or at least to reduce them to some
formality of duty, shortly after his coming to Y ork, to which place he had
adjourned the solemnization of St George's feast, when he meant (and
accordingly did) install his younger son, the duke of Y ork, aknight of that
order, his majesty by special letters required the earl of Essex, the Lord
Chamberlain of his Household, and the earl of Holland, thefirst Gentleman
of hisBedchamber and Groom of his Stool, to be present at that ceremony,
whither both their places and relations required them  Whether they in
truth feared any design or attempt upon their persons, which is hardly
credible, or (which is more probable) whether they were so conscious of
their miscarriages, that they should be displaced if they went, and so
would be sure not to lose the favour of King and Parliament at once, or
(which is most likely) that they were at this time so farinteressed and en-
gaged with the powerful faction, (who knew well to work by degrees upon
their several vanities and infirmities,) that they could not safely retire,
they both resolved not to yield obedience to the just summons they had
received, but, acquainting the House therewith, for their excuse procured
an absolute inhibition, and to be commanded not to desert the service of
that House to attend upon the King, who might better dispensewiththem.
Hereupon the King, being not disappointed in his expectation, sent aletter
to the Lord Keeper in his own hand, with another enclosed to each of the
earls, by whichhe required them forthwith to come to him, and, in case of
refusal, to deliver the ensigns of their offices to the Lord Keeper, who was
likewise required to receive the same The fearful Keeper (whose foun-
dations of courage and reason were strangely shaken) durst not adventure
the delivery of the letters, but pretended that it would be interpreted in
him a breach of privilege, being a member of that House, and upon that
pretence wrote to the King to be excused But the King would not be
thereby drawn to waive his resolution, and therefore sent an express com-
mand to his faithful secretary, the lord Falkland, to perform that which
the other refused , who, without any hesitation, being a most punctual man
in his duty, though he was nothing glad of the employment, both as he
thought it might inflame the present distemper and asin his nature he
abhorred the doing an unkind or unacceptable thing to any man, delivered
the letters, and, after two or three hours' consideration between themselves,
both thelordsdelivered him the badges of their several offices, the one his
staff, the other his key, and so went without those ensigns, which were
easily missed, into the House of Peers Great fury and dislike were
presently expressed that the Kingshould put marks of his displeasure upon
any persons so eminently in their favour, and a conference desired with the
Commons upon a matter of great importance, and highly concerning the
honour and privilege of Parliament, where the Lords declared, that the
King had displaced two great officers only for their affection and fidelity to
the service of the commonwealth, and that they were to be looked upon as
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was, or what the consequence of it might be; and so believing 1643
whatsoever they told them concerning it. And therefore they

men suffering for doing their duty, and therefore they had voted (in which
they desired the concurrence of the Commons) that the displacing those
great lords from their offices was an effect of evil counsel, and, being
apparently done because they would not desert the service of the House,
was abreach of the privilege of Parliament, and that whosoever should
presume to take either of those offices was an enemy to the commonwealth,
and should be held unworthy of any preferment or place of honour in the
kingdom The Commons made no scruple of concurring, and, according
to their usual course in matters of censure, added, that whosoever gave the
King that pernicious counsel to remove those lords were enemies to the
commonwealth, and should be removed from being near or about his
majesty's person And because the frequent discoursing of evil counsellor*
carried not that terror with it as they expected, they appointed a solemn
day upon which they would name those they conceived (for conceit was
enough) to be those evil counsellors, that they might be disabled from
doing any farther mischief ~ Very many who stood at the nearest distance,
and observed the arts and industry that were used to corrupt the affec-
tions and to pervert the understandings of the weak, and to heighten the
malice and rancour of the wilful, were very sorry for the displacing those
two lords, especially the earl of Essex, at that time, believing thatit would
make him the more capable of being applied to some services against the
Kingwhich hewould else be drawn very hardly to And the truth is,
the violent and governing party, though they seemed very angry, were
very much pleased with the accident, imagining that his proud nature
would be easily whetted and inflamed to such an indignation that he would
henceforward stick at nothing. And it did prove of sovereign use tothem,
his lordship seeming to believe that the discharging him from his place was
the absolving him from any obligation of affection or tenderness at theleast
to the King's service  And many who were avowed and professed enemies
to the whole course of his friendships and correspondencies, were then, and
have been since, persuaded, that if he had been still suffered to have walked
with that staff he would never haverid in those errands he afterwards did ;
and whilst he had been trusted with the guard of his maj'esty's person,
which he well understood his office to be, that it would not have been
possible to have engaged him in the leading an army against him and
then, | am persuaded, how many soever they have since bred up to lead
their armies, there was none that at that time could have raised one for
them but the earl of Essex  On the other side, they who only looked upon
the bold scandals that were every day raised and countenanced, and the
disservice that was every day done to his majesty, and observed those two
lords to be not only constant concurrers but active and stirring promoters
of the same, thought the Kingin policy, that his other servants might not by
their examples be taught to tread in their paths, (the common disease then
of the Court,) and in honour, obliged to remove those whom he could not
reform, that he might not be thought insensible of the affronts and indig-
nities offered to him ; and rather wondered that he did it no sooner than
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1642 resolved to drive that nail home; and though, for want of their
imminent danger, and during the time of the King's treaty and
overture of a bill, they had forborne the execution of their
ordinance, yet the frequent musters of volunteers without
order, amost in all counties, by the bare authority of their
votes, gave them sufficient evidence how open the people were
to their commands, at least, how unprepared authority was to
resist and oppose them. And therefore, after the King had
displaced their favourites, and refused to pass the bill for the
militia, and sir John Hotham had refused to let the King come
into the town of Hull, and they had justified him for so doing,

May 3,4, they prepared a Declaiation concerning the whole state of the
militia, asthe resolution of the Lords and Commons upon that
matter, in which they said,

118 'That, holding it necessary for the peace and safety of the kingdom
to settle the militia thereof, they had for that purpose prepared an ordin-
ance of Parliament, and with all humility had presented the same to his
majesty for hisroyal assent who, notwithstanding the faithful advice of
his Parliament, and the several reasons offered by them of the necessity
thereof for the securing of his majesty's person and the peace and safety of
his people, did refuse to give his consent, and thereupon they were
necessitated, in discharge of thetrust reposed in them asthe representative
body of the kingdom, to make an ordinance by the authority of both
Houses to settle the militia, warranted thereunto by the fundamental laws
of the land That his majesty, taking notice thereof, did by several

that he did it then So different were the observations and judgments of
men of the same affections and equal understandings.

2. 'It may be wondered, that neither then nor upon many other occa-
sions, when the Houses seemed highly inflamed with eiil counsellois, and
appointed set daysfor thenaming of [them], that they never proceeded inthat work, especiall
not of their opinions, and had interest enough to cross their designs, and
the courage to contemn them, and whenthey had resolved that without any
allegation of a particular crime their general diffidence (that is, their not
confiding) in a manwas argument enough to remove him from any office or
trust, but their true reason of not daring to meddle with that general of
naming evil counselloiswas their great care of preserving marquis Hamble-
ton, whom, they discovered, some (who meant to give shrewd and experi-
mental reasons, not easy to be answered or avoided) resolved to name, and
0 they waived thegeneral, till some particular accident, how light soever,
(as in the absurd, unparalleled case of the duke of Richmond), gave them
opportunity to be revenged on him whom they desired to destroy.'

! [Ordered to be printed May 5]
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messagesinvitethemto settlethesameby Act of Parliament; affirming 1642inhismessagesentinar
his majesty at York, March 26, that he always thought it necessary the
same should be settled, and that he never denied thething, only denied the
way, and for the matter of it, took exceptions only to the preface, as a
thing not standing with his honour to consent to, and that himself was ex-
cluded in the execution, and for a time unlimited whereupon the Lords
and Commons, being desirous to give his majesty all satisfactionthat might
be, even to the least tittle of form and circumstances, and when his majesty
had pleased to ofter them a bill ready drawn, had, for no other cause than
to manifest their hearty affection to comply with his majesty's desires and
obtain his consent, entertained the same, in' the mean time no way
declining their ordinance , and, to express their earnest zeal to correspond
with his majesty's desire, (in all thingsthat might consist with the peace
and safety of the kingdom, and the trust reposed in them,) did pass that
bill, and therein omitted the preambleinserted before the ordinance, limited
the time to less than two years, and confined the authority of the lieu-
tenants to these three particulars, namely, rebellion, insurrection, and
foreign invasion, and returned the same to his majesty for his loyal assent
But all these expressions of fidelity and loyalty, all those desires and earnest
endeavours to comply with his majesty, had (to their great grief and
sorrow,) produced no better effects than an absolute denial even of that
which his majesty by his former messages, as they conceived, had
promised the advice of evil and wicked councils receiving still morecredit
with him than that of his Great Council of Parliament, in a matter of so
high importance that the safety of his kingdom and peace of his people
depended upon it

119 'But now, what must be the exception to that bill” Not any sure
that was to the ordinance, for acare had been taken to give satisfaction in
all those particulars  Then the exception was, because that the disposing
and execution thereof was referred to both Houses of Parliament, and his
majesty excluded, and now, that by the bill the power and execution was
ascertained and reduced to particulars, and the law of the realm made the
rule thereof, his majesty would not trust the persons The power was too
great, too unlimited, to trust them with But what was that power’
Was it any other but, in express terms, to suppress rebellion, in surrection,
and foreign invasion? And who were those persons ? Were not they
such as were nominated by the Great Council of the kingdom, and
assented to by his majesty? And was it too great a power to trust
those persons with, the suppression of rebellion, insurrection, and
foreign invasion' Surely," they said, 'the most wicked of them who
advised his majesty to that answer could not suggest but that it was neces-
sary for the safety of his majesty's royal person, and the peace of the
kingdom, such a power should be put in some hands; and there was no
pretence for exception to the persons' They said, 'his majesty had, for
the space of above fifteen years together, not thought a power far exceeding
that to betoo great to intrust particular persons with, to whose will the
lives and liberties of his peop{e f‘y marti a‘l |laws were made subject; for such

an
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1642 was the power given to lord lieutenants and deputy lieutenants in every
county of this kingdom, and that without the consent of the people or
authority of law  But now in case of extreme necessity, upon the advice
of both Houses of Parliament, for no longer space than two years, a lesser
power, and that for the safety of King and people, was thought too great
to trust particular persons with, though named by both Houses of Parlia-
ment and approved of by his majesty himself. And surely, if there were a
necessity to settle the militia, (which his majesty was pleased to confess,)
the persons could not be intrusted with less power than that, to have it
effectual. And the precedents of former ages, when there happened a
necessity to raise such a power, never straitened that power to a
narrower compass; witness the commissions of array in severa kings'
reigns, and often issued out by the consent and authority of Parliament

120 'The Lords and Commons therefore, intrusted with the safety of
the kingdom and peace of the people, (which they called God to witness
was their only aim,) finding themselves denied those their so necessary and
just demands, and that they could never be discharged before God or man
if they should suffer the safety of the kingdom and peace of the people to be
exposed to the malice of the malignant party at home or the fury of enemies
from abroad, and knowing no other way to encounter the imminent and
approaching danger but by putting the people into a lit posture of defence,
did lesolve to put their said ordinance in present execution, and did re-
quire all persons in authority, by virtue of the said ordinance, forthwith to
put the same in execution, and all others to obey it, according to the funda-
mental laws of the kingdom in such cases, asthey tendere.l the upholding of
the true Protestant religion, the safety of his majesty's person and his royal
posterity, the peace of the kingdom, and the being of this commonwealth/

This Declaration (being in answer to a message from his
majesty) was punted, and with the usual care and dexterity
dispersed throughout the kingdom, without so much as sending
it to the King, and thereupon warrants and directions issued
into all pats for the exercising the militia.

121. Thisbeing the first Declaration they had in plain terms
published against the King, without ever communicating it or
presenting it to him, as they had done all the rest, his majesty
was the more troubled how to take notice of it; but conceiving
it necessary to apply some antidote to this poison, the violent
operation whereof he had reason to apprehend, he published a
Declaration ! by way of answer to that Declaration, in which
he said that

122 'He very well understood how much it was below the high and
royal dignity wherein God had placed him to take notice [of], much more
to trouble himself with answering, those many scandalous seditious pam-

! [Printed at London, without the printer's name, May 23]
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phlets and printed papers which were scattered with such great license 1842
throughout the kingdom, (notwithstanding his majesty's earnest desire, so
often in vain pressed, for areformation,) though he found it evident that
the minds of many of his weak subjects had been, and still were, poisoned
by those means, and that so general a terror had possessed the minds and
hearts of all men that, whilst the presses swarmed, and every day produced
new tracts against the established government of the Church and State,
most men wanted the courage or the conscience to write, or the opportunity
and encouragement to publish, such composed sober animadversions as
might either preserve the minds of his good subjects from such infectionor
les tore and recover them when they were so infected . but,' his majesty
said, 'he was contented to let himself fall to any office that might
undeceive his people, and to take more pains that way by his own pen than
ever king had done, when he found any thing that seemed to carry the
reputation and authority of either or both Houses of Parliament, and would
not have the same refuted or disputed by vulgar and common pens, till he
should be throughly informed whether those acts had in truth that coun-
tenance and warrant they pretend which regard of his, his majesty doubted
not but in time would recover that due reverence (the absence whereof he
had too much reason to complain [of]) to his person and his messages which
in all ages had been pard, (and no doubt was due) to the Crown of
England

123 He said, ' he had therefore taken notice of a printed paper entitled,
A Declaration of both Houses', in answer to his last message concerning the
militia, published by command, the which he was unwilling to believe
(both for the matter of it, the expressions in it, and the manner of publish-
ing it) could result from the consent of both Houses, neither did his
majesty know by what lawful command such uncomely irreverent mention
of him could be published to the world and though Declarations of that
kind had of late with too much boldness broken in upon his majesty and
the whole kingdom, when one or both Houses had thought fit to communi-
cate their counsels and resolutions to the people, yet,' he said, 'hewas un-
willingtobelievethat suchaDeclarationasthat couldbepublishedinanswer to hismessagewith
majesty as their answer their business, for which they were met by his
writ and authority, being to counsel him for the good of his people, not to
write against him to his people , norhad any consent of his majesty for their
long continuing together enabled them to do any thing butwhat they were
first summoned by hiswrit to do At least, he would believe, though mis-
understanding and jealousy (—thejustice of God," hesaid, 'would overtake
the fomenters of that jealousy, and the promoters and contrivers of that
misunderstanding—) might produce, to say no worse, those very untoward
expressions, that if those Houses had contrived that Declaration as an
answer to his message, they would have vouchsafed some answer to the
questions proposed in his, which he professed did, and must evidently,

' [The exact title is The Declaration of the Lords and Commons in
Parliament assembled concerning his maresties severall messages about the
militia ,  London : printed for Edward Blackmore.]
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1642 prevail over his understanding, and, in their wisdom and gravity, they
would have been sure to have stated the matters of fact as (at least to
ordinary understandings) might be unquestionable; neither of which was
done by that Declaration.

124. 'His majesty had desired to know why he was by that act abso-
lutely excluded from any power or authority inthe execution of themilitia
and,' he said, 'he must appeal to all the world whether such an attempt
were not agreater and Juster ground for fear and jealousy in him, than any
one that was avowed for those destructive fears and jealousies which were
so publicly owned, almost to therum of thekingdom  But his majesty had
been told that he must not be jealous of his Great Council of both Houses
of Parliament." He said, ' he was not, no more than they were of his ma-
jesty, their King, and hitherto they had not avowed any jealousy of or
disaffection to his person, but imputed all to his evil counsellors, to a
malignant party, that was not of their minds, so his majesty did (and," he
said, ' hedid it from his soul) profess nojealousy of his Parliament, but of
some turbulent, seditious, and ambitious natures, which, being not so
clearly discerned, might have an influence even upon the actions of both
Houses and if that Declaration had passed by that consent, (which hewas
not willing to believe)," he said, 'it was not impossible but that the appre-
hension of such tumults, which had driven his majesty from his city of
London for the safety of his person, might make such an impression upon
other men, not able to remove from the danger, to make them consent, or
not to own a dissent, in matters not agreeable to their conscience or under-
standing '

125 He said, ' hehad mentioned in that his answer hisdislikeof putting
their namesout of thebill whombeforethey recommendedto hismajesty intheir pretended ordi
present lord mayor of London toall which the Declaration afforded no
answer , and therefore he could not suppose it was intended for an answer
to that his message, which whosoever looked upon would find to be in no
degree answered by that Declaration: but it informed all his majesty's
subjects, after the mention with what humility the ordinance was prepared
and presented to his majesty, (a matter very evident in the petitions and
messages concerning it,) and his refusal to give his consent, notwith-
standing the several reasons offered of the necessity thereof, for the secur-
ing of his person and the peace and safety of his people, (—whether any such
reasons were given, the werght of them, and whether they were not clearly
and candidly answered by his majesty, the world would easily judge,—)
that they were at last necessitated to make an ordinance by authority of
both Houses to settle the militia, warranted thereunto by the fundamental
laws of theland But,' his majesty said, 'if that Declaration had indeed
intended to have answered him, it would have told his good subjects what
those fundamental laws of the land were and where to befound , and would
at least have mentioned one ordinance, from the first beginning of Parlia-
ments to this present Parliament, which endeavoured to impose any thing
upon the subject without the King's consent, for of such,' he said, ' all the
inquiry he could make could never produce him oneinstance Andif there
were such a secret of thelaw, which had lain hidfrom the beginning of the
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world to that time, and now was discovered to take away the just legal 1642
power of the king, he wished there were not some other secret (to be dis-
covered when they pleased) for the ruin and destruction of the liberty of
the subject  For/ he said, ' there was no doubt if the votes of both Houses
had any such authority to make a new law, it had the same authority to
repeal the old , and then, what wouldbecome of thelong established rights
of the king and subject, and particularly of MagnaCharta, would beeasily
discerned by the most ordinary understanding '

126 Hesaid, 'it was true, that he had (out of the tenderness of the consti-
tution of thekingdom and care of the law which hewas bound to defend, and
being most assured of the unjustifiableness of the pretended ordinance)
invited and desired both Houses of Parliament to settle whatsoever should
be fit of that nature by Act of Parliament But was he therefore obliged
to pass whatsoever should be brought to him of that kind? He did say in
his answer to the petition of both Houses presented to him at York the
26th of March last, (and he had said the same in other messages before,)
that he always thought it necessary the business of the militia should be
settled, and that he never denied the thing, only denied the way, and he
said the same still, and that, since the many disputes and votes upon lords
lieutenants and their commissions, (which had not been begun by his ma-
jesty nor his father,) had so discountenanced that authority which for many
years together was looked upon with reverence and obedience by the
people, his majesty did think it very necessary that some wholesome law
should be provided for that business, but he had declared in his answer to
the pretended ordinance, that he expected that that necessary power
should be first invested in his majesty before he consented to transfer it to
other men, neither could it ever be imagined that he would consent that a
greater power should be in the hands of a subject than he was thought
worthy to be trusted with himself And if it should not be thought fit to
make anew Act or Declaration in the point of the militia, he doubted not
but he should be able to grant such commissions as should very legally
enable those he trusted to do all offices for the peace and quiet of the king-
dom, if any disturbance should happen

127 'But it was said, he had been pleased to offer them abill ready
drawn, and that they, (to express their earnest zeal to correspond with his
desire,) did pass that bill, and yet all that expression of affection and
loyalty, all that earnest desire of theirs to comply with his majesty, pro-
duced no better effect than an absolute denial, even of what by his former
messages his majesty had promised, and so,’ he said, 'that Declaration
proceeded, (under the pretence of mentioning evil and wicked councils,)
to censure and reproach his majesty in a dialect that he was confident his
good subjects would read on his behalf with much indignation But,' his
majesty said, sure if that Declaration had passed the examination of both
Houses of Parliament, they would never have affirmed that the bill he had
refused to pass was the same he had sent to them, orhave thought that his
message, wherein the difference and contrariety between thetwo bills was
so particularly set down, would be answered with the bare averring them to
be one and the same bill nor would they have declared, when his excep-
tions to the ordinance and the bill were so notoriously known to all, that,

¥ 2
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1642 care being taken to give satisfaction in all the particulars he had excepted
against in the ordinance, he had found new exceptions to the bill And
yet that very Declaration confessed that his exception to the ordinance
was, that in the disposing and execution thereof hismajesty was excluded
and was not that an express reason in his answer for his refusal of the bill,
which that Declaration would needs confute ?

128. 'But the power was no other than to suppress rebellion, insurrec-
tion, and foreign invasion, and the persons trusted no other than such as
were nominated by the Great Council of the kingdom and assented to by
his majesty and they asked, if that were too great a power to trust those
persons with ? Indeed/ his majesty said, ' whilst so great liberty was used
in voting and declaring men to be enemies to the commonwealth, (a phrase
his majesty scarce understood,) and in censuring men for their service and
attendance upon his majesty's person and in his lawful commands, great
heed must be taken into what hands he committed such a power to
suppress insurrection and rebellion, and if insurrection and rebellion had
found other definitions than what the law had given, his majesty must be
sure that no lawful power should justify those definitions and if there were
learning found out to make sir John Hotham's taking arms against him,
and keeping his majesty's town and fort from hun, to be no treason or
rebellion, heknew not whether anew discovery mightnotfinditrebellioninhismajesty to defe
recover what was so taken from him , andtherefore," he said, 'it concerned
him, (till the known laws of the land were allowed to be judge between
them,) to take heed into what hands he committed such power

129. 'Besides,' he asked, 'whether it could be thought, that, because he
was willingto trust certain persons, he' was obliged to trust them in what-
soever they were willing to be trusted” He said, 'no private hands were
fit for such atrust, neither had he departed from any thing in the least
degree he had offered or promised before, though he might with as much
reason have withdrawn his trust from some persons whom before he had
accepted, as they had done from others whom they had recommended For
the power which he was charged to have committed to particular persons
for the space of fifteen years by his commissions of lieutenancy, it was
notoriously known that it was not a power created by his majesty, but con-
tinued very many years, and in the most happy times this kingdom had
enjoyed, (even those of his renowned predecessors queen Elizabeth and his
father of happy memory,) and whatever authority had been granted by
those commissions, which had been kept in the old forms, the same was
determinable at his majesty's pleasure; and he knew not that they
produced any of those calamities, which might give his good subjects cause
to be so weary of them as to run the hazard of so much mischieve as that
bill which he had refused might possibly have produced

130. ' For the precedents of former ages in the commissions of array, his
majesty doubted not but, when any such had issued out, that the King's
consent was always obtained, and the commissions determinable at his
pleasure, and then what the extent of power was would be nothing applic-
able to that case of the ordinance

! I'that he, M 9]
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131 'Butwhether that Declaration had refuted hismajesty's reasons for 1642
his refusal to pass the bill or no, it resolved, and required all persons in
authority thereby, to put the ordinance in present execution, and all others
to obey it according to the fundamental laws of the land. But," his
maj'esty said, 'he, whom God had trusted to maintain and defend those
fundamental laws, (which he hoped God would bless to secure him,) did de-
clare that there was no legal power in either or both Houses, upon any
pretence whatsoever, without his majesty's consent, to command any part
of the militiaof the kingdom; nor had the like ever been commanded by
either or both Houses since the first foundation of the laws of theland,
and that the execution of, or the obedience to, that pretended ordinance was
against the fundamental laws of the land, against the liberty of the subject
and the right of Parliaments, and a high crime in any that should execute
the same and his majesty did therefore charge and command all hisloving
subjects, of what degree or quality soever, upon their allegiance, and as
they tendered the peace of the kingdom, from thenceforth not to muster,
levy, or array, or summon or warn any of the tram-bands to rise, muster,
or march, by virtue or under colour of that pretended ordinance and to
that declaration and command of his majesty's,' he said, 'he expected and
required afull submission and obedience fromall hisloving subjects, upon
their allegiance, as they would answer the contrary at their penis, and as
they tendered the upholding of the true Protestant religion, the safety of
his person and his royal posterity, the peace and being of the kingdom.'

132. Notwithstanding these sharp Declarations, (infallible
symptoms of sharper actions,) which were with equal diligence
dispersed by either side amongst the people, (save that the
agents for the Parliament took as much care to suppress the
King's as to publish their own, whereas the King's desire was
that they might be both impartially read and examined, and to
that purpose always caused those from the Parliament to be
printed with his own,) they had the power and skill to persuade
men who but by that persuasion could not have been seduced,
and without seducing of whom they could have made a very
sorry progress in mischieve, that all would be well, that they
were well assured that the King would in the end yield to
what they desired; at least, that they should prevail for a good
part, if not for all, and that there should be no war: though
themselves well knew that the fire was too much kindled to be
extinguished without a flame, and made preparations accord-
ingly. For the raising and procuring of money (besides the
vast sums collected and contributed for Ireland, which they dis-
bursed very leisurely, the supplies for that kingdom, notwith-
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1642 standing the importunity and complaint from thence, being not
despatched thither both in quantity and quality with that ex-
pedition as was pretended) they sent out very strict warrants

May 11 for the gathering all those sums of money which had been

June 9. granted by any bills of subsidy or poll-bill; in the collection of
all which there had been great negligence, probably that they
might have it the more at their own disposal in their need;
by which they now recovered great sums into their hands. For
the raising of men, (though it was not yet time for them to
avow the raising an army,) besides the disposing the whole
kingdom to subject themselves to their ordinance of the militia,
and, by that, listing in all places companies of volunteers,
who would be ready when they called, they made more haste
than they had done in the levies of men, both hoi se and foot,
for the relief of Ireland, under officers chosen or approved by

lune 21 themselves, and proposed the raising an army apart, of six 01
eight thousand, under the command of the lord Wharton, (a
man very fast to them,) for Munster, under the style of the Ad-
venturers' Army, and to have no dependence upon, or to be sub-
ject to, the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, but only to receive
orders from the two Houses, and from a committee to be ap-
pointed by them which should be always with that army. but
the King, easily discerning the consequence of that design,
refused to grant such a commission as they desired; so that
they were forced to be content only with the advantage of new
exclamations against the King for hindering the supplies for
Ireland, upon the occasion of his denial of that unreasonable
commission, and to proceed in their levies the ordinary way;
which they did with great expedition.

133. To confirm and encourage the factious and schismatical
party of the kingdom, which thought the pace towards the
reformation was not brisk and furious enough, and was with

April 8 great difficulty contained in so slow a march, they had, a little
before, published a Declaration

'That they intended a due and necessary reformation of the govern-
ment and liturgy of the Church, and to take away nothing in the one or the
other but what should be evil and justly offensive, or at least unnecessary
and burdensome . and for the better effecting thereof, speedily to have con-



v. 134] Declaration for Reformation of the Church. 71

sultatronwithgodly and learned divines: and because that would never of 16421
itself attain the end sought therein, they would therefore use their utmost
endeavours to establish learned and preaching ministers, with a good and
sufficient maintenance, throughout thewhole kingdom, wherein many dark
corners were miserably destitute of the means of salvation, and many poor
mimsters wanted necessary provision."

134. This Declaration, printed, and appointed to be pub-
lished by the shriefs in their several counties, in all the market-
towns within the kingdom of England and dominion of Wales,
was not more intended to the heartening of those who were
impatient for a reformation, (who 111 truth had so implicit a
faith in their leaders that they expected another manner of
reformation than was publicly promised,) than to the lulling
those asleep who began to be awake with the apprehension of
that confusion they apprehended from the practice and license
they saw practised against the received government and doc-
trine of the Church, and to be persuaded that it was time to
oppose that current. And in this project they were not disap-
pointed: for though this warily worded Declaration was
evidence enough to wise men what they intended, and logically
comprehended an alteration as great as hath been since at-
tempted and made, yet to lazy and quiet men, who could not dis-
cern consequences, and were not willing to antedate their miseries
by suspecting worse was to come than they felt or saw in their
view, their fears were much abated, and the intentions of the
Parliament seemed not so bad as they had been told by some
that they were. And as thisvery declaration of a due refor-
mation to be made of the government of the Church and the
liturgy would a year before have given great umbrage and
scandal to the people, when generally there was a due submis-
sion to the government, and a singular reverence of the liturgy,
of the Church of England; so now, when there was a general
fear and apprehension inculcated into them of a purpose utterly
to subvert the government and utterly to abolish the liturgy,
they thought the taking away nothing in the one or the other
but what should be evil and justly offensive, or at least unneces-
sary and burdensome, was an easy composition; and so by
degrees they suffered themselves to be still prevailed on towards
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1642 ends they extremely abhorred; and what at first seemed pro-
fane and impious unto them in a little time appeared only
inconvenient, and what in the beginning they thought matter
of conscience and religion, shortly after they looked upon as
somewhat rather to be wished than positively insisted on, and
consequently not to be laid in the balance with the public
peace, which they would imagine to be endangered by opposing
the sense that then prevailed, and so, by undervaluing many
particulars, (which they truly esteemed,) as rather to be con-
sented to than that the general should suffer, they brought, or
suffered the public to be brought to, all the sufferings it hath
since underwent.

135. And now they shewed what consultation they meant to

have with godly and learned divines, and what reformation

Feb 12 they intended, by appointing the knights and burgesses to
April 12 bring in the names of such divines for the several counties as
they thought fit to constitute an Assembly for the framing a

new model for the government of the Church, which was done
accordingly; those who were true sons of the Church not so

much as endeavouring the nomination of sober and learned

men, abhorring such a reformation, as begun with the invasion

and suppression of the Church's rights in calling a synod, as

well known as Magna Charta: and if any well affected member,

not enough considering the scandal and the consequence of that
violation, did name an orthodox and well reputed divine to

assist in that Assembly, it was argument enough against him

April 25. that he was nominated by a person in whom they had no con-
fidence ; and they only had reputation enough to commend to

this consultation who were known to desire the utter demolish-

ing of the whole fabric of the Church: so that of about one
hundred and twenty, of which that Assembly was to consist,
(though, by the recommendation of two or three membei s of

the Commons whom they were not willing to displease, and by

May 26. the authority of the Lords, who added a small number to those
named by the House of Commons, a few very reverend and
worthy men were inserted’; yet of the whole number,) there

! [Amongst these were Drs Hammond and Holdsworth ]
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were not above twenty who were not declared and avowed 1642
enemies to the doctrine or discipline of the Church of England ;
many of them infamous in their lives and conversations, and
most of them of very mean parts in learning, if not of scandal-
ous ignorance, and of no other reputation than of malice to the
Church of England, so that that convention hath not since
produced any thing that might not then reasonably have been
expected from it.

136. But that which gave greatest power and strength to
their growing faction was the severity they used against all
those, of what quality or degree soever, who opposed their
counsels and proceedings. If any lord who had any place of
honour or trust from the King concurred not with them, they
made an inquisition into the whole passages of his life; and if
they could find no fault or no folly (for any levity or indis-
cretion served for a charge) to reproach him with, it was enough
that 'they could not confide in him' So they threatened the
ear| of Portland, who with extraordinary vivacity crossed their 1641
consultations, that they would remove him from his charge and Nov
government of the Isle of Wight, (which, at last, they did de 164
facto by committing him to prison, without so much as assign-
ing a cause !, and to that purpose objected all the acts of good
fellowship, all the waste of powder, and all the waste of wine in
the drinking of healths, and other acts of jollity, whenever he
had been at his government, from the first hour of his entering
upon it. So that the least inconvenience a man in their dis-
favour was to expect was to have his name and reputation used
for two or three hours in the House of Commons with what
license and virulency they pleased. None were persecuted
with more rigour than the clergy; whereof whosoever publicly
or privately censured their actions, or suspected their intentions,
was either committed to puson or compelled to a chargeable
and long attendance, as inconvenient as imprisonment. And
this measure of proceeding was egually, if not with more ani-
mosity, applied to those who in former times had been looked

1 [They assigned as the reason that he was ' guilty of knowing of the
business' (of the delivering up to the King) ' of Portsmouth.']
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1642 upon by that party with most reverence. On the contrary?,
whoever concurred, voted, and sided with them, in their extra-
vagant conclusions, let the infamy of his former life or present
practice be what it would, his injustice and oppression never so
scandalous and notorious, he was received, countenanced, and
protected, with marvellous demonstrations of affections. So
that, between those that loved them and those that feared them,
those that did not love the Church and those that did not love
some churchmen, those whom the Court had oppressed and
those who had helped the Court to oppress others, those who
feared their power and those who feared their justice, their
party was grown over the kingdom, but especialy in the city,
justly formidable.

137. In the mean time the King omitted no opportunity to
provide against the storm he saw was coming, and, though he
might not yet own the apprehension of that danger he really
found himself in, he neglected not the provision of what he
thought most necessary for his defence; he caused all his
declarations, messages, and answers, to be industriously com-
municated throughout his dominions; of which he found good
effects, and by their reception discovered that the people uni-
versally were not so irrecoverably poisoned as he before had
cause to fear: he caused private intimations to be given and
insinuations to be made to the gentry that their presence would
be acceptable to him, and to those who came to him he used
much gracious freedom, and expressed all possible demonstra-
tions that he was glad of their attendance: so that in a short
time the resort to Y ork was very great, and at least a good face
of a court there.

138. Beyond the sess, the Queen was as intent to do her
part, and to provide that so good company as she heard was
daily gathered together about the King should not be dissolved

! [Thefollowing lines are here struck outinthe MS, p 173 +—

' On the contrary side, as the Church of Rome receives and allows the
books of the Maccabees for canonical Scripture because the last three verses
of the twelfth chapter of the second book seem to justify or commend the
praying for the dead, so0,' & c]
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for want of weaponsto defend one another: and therefore, with as 1642
much secrecy as could be used in those cases and in those places
where she had so many spies upon her, she caused, by the End of
sde or pawning of her own and some of the crown jewels, agood May
quantity of powder and arms to be in a readiness in Holland
against the time that it should be found necessary to transport it
to his majesty. So that both sides, whilst they entertained each
other with discourses of peace, which always carried a sharpness
with them that whetted their appetite to war, provided for that
war which they saw would not be prevented.

139. Hitherto the greatest acts of hostility (saving that at
Hull) were performed by votes and orders; for there was yet
10 visible formal execution of the ordinance for the militia in
any one county of England: for the appearance of volunteers
in some factious corporations [was'] rather countenanced than
positively directed and enjoined by the Houses, and most places
pretended an authority granted by the King in the charters by
which those corporations were erected or constituted But now
they thought it time to satisfy the King and the people that
they were in earnest, (who were hardly persuaded that they
had in truth the courage to execute their own ordinance,) and
resolved that on the 10th of May they would have all the train- May 9
bands of London mustered in the fields where that exercise
usually was performed; and accordingly on that day their own May 10
new officer, sergeant-major-general Skippon, appeared in Fins-
bury fields, with all the train-bands of London, consisting of
above eight thousand soldiers, disposed into six regiments, and
under such captains and colonels as they had cause to confide in.
At this first triumphant muster the members of both Houses
appeared in gross, there being a tent purposely set up for them,
and an entertainment at the charge of the city to the value of
near a thousand pound [ s]; all men presuming that this example
of London, with such ceremony and solemnity, would be easily
followed throughout the kingdom, and many believing they had
made no small progress towards the end they aimed at, by
having engaged the very body of the city in a guilt equal

! I'were' M S]
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1648 to their own: for though they had before sufficient evidence

June 3

of the inclinations of the mean and common people to them,
and reasonable assurance that those in authority would hardly
be able to contain them, yet till this day they had no instance
of the concurrence of the city in an act expressly unlawful.
But now they presumed all difficulties were over; and so sent
their directions to the counties adjacent speedily to execute the

May 20. same ordinance, and appointed all the magazines of the severa

counties of England and Wales to such custody as their lord
lieutenants or their deputy lieutenants should appoint; and
that not only the counties should increase those magazines to
what proportion soever they thought convenient, but that any
private persons that were well affected should supply them-
selves with what arms and ammunition they pleased. By which
means, besides the King's magazines, all which were in their
possession, they caused great quantities of all sorts of arms to
be provided, and disposed to such places and persons as they
thought fittest to be trusted, especialy in those factious cor-
porations which had listed most volunteers for their service
140. The King now saw the storm coming apace upon him;

May 27. that, notwithstanding his proclamations published against the

June 6

ordinance of the militia, in which he set down the laws and
statutes which were infringed thereby, and by which the execu-
tion of that ordinance would be no less than high treason, the
votes and declaration of both Houses that those proclamations
were illegal, and that those Acts of Parliament could not
control the acts and orders of both Houses, which the subjects
were by the fundamental laws of the kingdom to obey, pre-
vailed so far that obedience was given to them; that he was so
far from being like to have Hull restored to him, that the
garrison there daily increased, and forced the country to
submit to such commands they pleased to lay on them, and
that sir John Hotham was more likely to be able to take Y ork
than his majesty to recover Hull. He thought it therefore
high time, by their example, to put himself into a posture of
defence; the danger being much more imminent to his majesty
than to those who had begot that ordinance. Hereupon, at a
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public meeting of the country, his majesty declared, that he was 1642
resolved, in regard of the public distempers, and the neighbour- May 12.
hood of Hull, to have a guard for his person, but of such
persons, and with such circumstances, as should administer no
occasion of jealousy to the most suspicious; and wished the
gentlemen of quality who attended, to consider and advise of

the way, who shortly after (notwithstanding the opposition May 13
given by the committee, which still resided there, and the
factious party of the county, which was inflamed and governed

by them) expressed a great alacrity to comply With his majesty's

desire in whatsoever should be proposed to them, and a sense

that they thought a sufficient guard was very necessary for

the security of his majesty's person. Hereupon the King
appointed such gentlemen as were willing to list themselves May 20
into a troop of horse, and made the Prince of Wales their
captain ; and made choice of one regiment of the tram-bands,
consisting of about six hundred, whom he caused every Satur-

day to be paid at his own charge, when he had little more

in his coffers than would defray the weekly expense of his
table. and this troop with this regiment was the guard of

his person, it being first declared by his majesty, 'that no
person should be suffered, either in the troop or the regi-

ment, who did not befoie his admission into the service take

the oaths of allegiance and supremacy/ that so he might be

free from the scandal of entertaining Papists for his security.

141. But this caution would not serve; the fears and jea-
lousies were capable of no other remedies than such as were
prescribed by those physicians who were practised in the
disease. As soon as the intelligence was arrived at London
that the King actually had a guard, (though the circumstances
were as well known that were used in the raising it,) both
Houses published these three votes, and dispersed them .— May 20

142 1. 'That it appeared that the King, seduced by wicked counsel,
intended to make war against the Parliament, who, in all their consulta-
tions and actions, had proposed no other end unto themselves but the

care of his kingdoms and the performance of all duty and loyalty to his
person

2 'That whensoever the King maketh war upon the Parliament,
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1642 it'is a breach of the trust reposed in him by his people, contrary to his
oath, and tending to the dissolution of the government
3 'That whosoever should serve him, or assist him in such wars, are
traitors by the fundamental laws of the kingdom, and have been so
adjudged by two Acts of Parliament, 11 Rich. I |.and | Hen. 1V, and
ought to suffer as traitors'

May 23.  143. These lusty votes they sent to the King to York,
together with a short petition, in which they told him that

144 'His loyal subjects, the Lords and Commons in Parliament, did
humbly represent unto his majesty, that notwithstanding his frequent pro-
fessions to his Parliament and the kingdom that his desire and intention
was only the preserving the true Protestant profession, the laws of the
land, the liberty of his people, and the peace of the kingdom, nevertheless
they perceived with great grief, by his speech of the 12th of May, and the
paper printed in his majesty's name in the form of a proclamation, bearing
date the 14th of May, and other evidences, that, under colour of raising a
guard to secure his person, of which guard (considering the fidelity and care
of his Parliament) there could be no use, his majesty did command troops
both of horse and foot to assemble at Y ork, the very beginnings whereof
were apprehended by the inhabitants of that county to be an affrightment

May 13. and disturbance of his liege people, as appeared by their petition presented
to him, the continuing and increasing of which forces was to his Parlia-
ment, and must needs be, a just cause of great jealousy, and danger to his
whole kingdom

145 ' Therefore they did humbly beseech his majesty to disband all such
forces as by his command were assembled, and relying for his security (as
his predecessors had done) upon the laws, and affections of his people, he
would be pleased to desist from any further designs of that nature, content-
ing himself with hisusual and ordinary guards, otherwise, they should hold
themselves bound in duty towards God, and the trust reposed in them by
the people, and the fundamental laws and constitutions of the kingdom, to
employ 'their care and utmost power to secure the Parliament and to pre-
serve the peace and quiet of the kingdom'

146. To this petition, delivered publicly, and read with an
equal confidence, by their heger committee, his majesty answered
that

147. 'He could not but extremely wonder that the causeless jealousies
concerning his majesty, raised and fomented by a malignant party in the
kingdom, which desired nothing more than to snatch to themselves particu-
lar advantages out of a general combustion, (which means of advantage was
never ministered to them by his fault or seeking,) should not only be able
to seduce aweak party in the kingdom, but seem to find so much counten-
ance even from both Houses, as that his raising of a guard, without further
design than for the safety of his person, an action so legal, in a manner so
peaceable, upon causes so evident and necessary, should not only be looked
upon and petitioned against by them as a cause of jealousy, but declared to be
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the raising of a war against them, contrary to his former professions of his 1642
care of religion and law A nd he noless wondered that that action of his
should be said to be apprehended by the inhabitants of that county as an
affrightment and disturbance to his people, having been as well received
there as it was every where to be justified, and (he spake of the general,
not of a few seduced particulars) assisted and sped by that county with that
loyal affection and alacrity as was a most excellent example set to the rest
of the kingdom of the care of his safety upon all occasions, and should never
be forgotten by him, nor, he hoped, by his posterity, but should be ever paid
to them in that which is the proper expression of a prince's gratitude, a per-
petual, vigilant care to govern them justly, and to preserve the only rule
by which they can be so governed, the law of the land And," he said,
' he was confident that if they were themselves eye-witnesses, they would
so see the contrary as to give little present thanks, and hereafter little
credit, to their informers, and if they had no better information and
intelligence of the inclinations and affections of the rest of the kingdom,
certainly the minds of his people (which to some ends and purposes they
did represent) were but il represented unto them '

148 He asked them, 'when they had so many months together not con-
tented themselves to rely for security, (as their predecessors had done,)
upon the affection of the people, but by their own single authority had
raised to themselves a guard, (and that sometimes of no ordinary numbers
and in no ordinary way,) and yet all those pikes and protestations, that
army on one side and that navy on the other, had not persuaded his majesty
[to command them !] to disband their forces, and to content themselves with
their ordinary, that was no, guard, or work in him an opinion that they
appeared to levy war against him, or had any further design, how it was
possible that the same persons should be so apt to suspect and condemn his
majesty, who had been so unapt in the same matter, (upon much more
ground,) to tax or suspect them’ This," he said, ‘was his case, notwith-
standing the care and fidelity of his Parliament, his fort was kept by armed
men against him, his proper goods first detained from him, and then, con-
trary to his command, by strong hand offered to be carried away , inwhich,
at once, all his property as a private person, all hisauthority as aking, was
wrested fromhim andyet for himto secure himselfin alegal way,—that sir
John Hotham might not by the same forces, or by more, raised by pretence of
the same authority, (for hedaily raised some, and it was no new thingfor him
to pretend orders which he could not shew,) continue the war that he had
levied against his majesty, and as well imprison his person as detain his
goods, and aswell shuthimupin York as shut him out of Hull,—was now
said to be esteemed a cause of great jealousy to the Parliament, araising
war against them, and of danger to thewhole kingdom  whilst theseinjus-
tices and indignities offered to him were countenanced by them who ought
to be most forward in his vindication and their punishment, in observation
of their oaths and trust reposed in them by the people, and to avoid the
dissolution of the present government Upon which case' he said, 'the
whole world was to judge, whether his majesty had not reason, not wholly

! [These words are from the original text, asin Husband and Rushworth ]
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1642 to rely upon the care and fidelity of his Parliament, being so strangely
blinded by malignant spirits as not to perceive his injuries, but to take
some care of his own person, and, in order to that, to make use of that
authority which the laws declared to be in his majesty and whether that
petition, with such a threatening conclusion, accompanied with more
threatening votes, gave him not cause rather to increase than to dimmish his
guards, especially since he had seen, before the petition, a printed paper,
dated the 17th of May, underwritten by the clerk of the House of
Commons, commanding, in the name of both Lords and Commons, the
shrefs of all counties to raise the power of all those counties to suppress
such of his subjects as by any of his majesty's commands should be drawn
together, and put (as that paper called it) in a posture of war, charging
all his majesty's officers and subjects to assist them in it, at their perils
For though,' he said, 'he could not suspect that that paper, or any bare
votes not grounded upon law or reason, or quotations of repealed statutes,
asthose were of 11 Rich Il and 1 Hen |V, should have any ill influence
upon his good people, who knew their duties too well not to know that to
take up arms against those who upon alegal command of his majesty came
together to a most legal end, (that was, his majesty's security and preser-
vation,) was to levy war against his majesty , yet, if that paper werereally
the act of both Houses, he could not but look upon it asthe highest of scorns
and indignities, first, to issue commands of force against him, and, after
those had appeared useless, to offer by petition to persuade him to that
which that force should have effected '

149 He said, ' he concluded hisanswer to their petitionwith his counsel
to them that they would join with himin exacting satisfaction for that un-
paralleled, and yet unpunished, action of sir John Hotham, and that they
would command his fort and goods to be leturned to his own hands that
they would lay down all pretences (under pretence of necessity, or declar-
ing what is law) to make laws without his majesty, and, by consequence,
but a cipher of his majesty that they would declare effectually against
tumults, and call in such pamphlets, (punishing the authorsand publishers
of them,) as seditiously endeavour to disable his majesty from protecting
his people, by weakening by false aspersions and new false doctrines his
authority with them and their confidence in him the particularsof which
tumults and pamphlets,’ he said, ' he would long since havetaken care his
learned counsel should have been enabled to give in evidence, if upon his
former offer his majesty had received any return of encouragement from
theminit and,' he said, 'ifthey did that, they would then, and hardly
till then, persuade the world that they had discharged their duty to God,
the trust reposed in them by the people, and the fundamental laws and
constitutions of the kingdom, and employed their care and utmost power
to secure the Parliament, (for,' he said, 'he was still a part of the Parlia-
ment, and should be, till this well-tempered monarchy was turned to a
democracy,) and to preserve the peace and quiet of the kingdom , which,
together with the defence of the Protestant religion, the laws of the land,
and his own just prerogative, (as a part of, and a defence to, those laws,)
had been the main end which in his consultations and actions he had pro-
posed to himself'
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150. It will be wondered at hereafter, that, in ajudging 1642
and discerning state, where men had, or seemed to have, their
faculties of reason and understanding at the height, in aking-
dom then unapt and generally uninclmed to war, (how wantonly
soever it hath since seemed to throw away its peace,) those men
who had the skill and cunning out of froward and peevish
humours and indispositions to compound fears and jealousies,
and to animate and inflame those fears and jealousies into the
most prodigious and the boldest rebellion that any age or
country ever brought forth; who very well saw and felt that
the King had not only to a degree wound himself out of that
labyrinth in which four months before they had involved him
with their privileges, fears, and j'ealousies, but had even sowell
informed the people that they began to question both their
logic and their law, and to suspect and censure the improve-
ment and gradation of their fears, and the extent and latitude
of their pnvileges: and that they were not only denied by the
King what they required, but that the King's reasons of his
denial made very many conclude the unreasonableness of their
demands: | say, it may seem strange that these men could
entertain the hope and confidence to obtrude such a declaration
and vote upon the people, ' that the King did intend to make
war against the Parliament,' when they were so far from appre-
hending that he would be able to get an army to disturb them,
that they were most assured he would not be able to get bread
to sustain himself three months without submitting all his
counsels to their conduct and control, and that the offering to
impose it did not awaken the people to an indignation which
might have confounded them. For, besides their presumption
in endeavouring to search what the Scripture itself told them
was unsearchable, the heart of the King?', the very law of the
land, whose defence they pretended, makes no conclusion of the
intention of the meanest subject, in a matter of the highest and
tenderest consideration, even treason itself against the life of
the King, without some overt, unlawful act, from whence, and
other circumstances, the ill intention may be reasonably made

! [Prov. xxv. 3]
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1642 appear ; and therefore, to declare that the King intended to make
war against his Parliament, when he had neither ship, harbour,
arms, or money, and knew not how to get either, and when he offered
togrant any thing to them which they could pretend ajustifiable
reason for asking, was an undertaking of that nature that even the
almightiness of a Parliament might have despaired to succeed in.

151. But, notwithstanding all this, they very well knew what
they did, and understood what infinite advantage that vote
would (asit did) bring to them, and that a natural way would
never bring them to their unnatural end. The power and
reputation of Parliament, they believed, would implicitly prevail
over many, and amaze and terrify others from disputing or
censuring what they did and upon what grounds they did it.
The difficulty was, to procure the judgment of Parliament, and
to incline those different constitutions and different affections
to such a concurrence as the judgment might not be discredited
by the number of the dissenters, nor wounded or prejudged by
the reasons and arguments given against it: and then, their
judgments of the cure being to be grounded upon the nature
and information of the disease, it was necessary to confine and
contract their fancies and opinions within some bounds and
limits: the mystery of rebellion challenging the same encourage-
ment with other sciences, to grow by; that there may be certain
postulata, some principles and foundations, upon which the
main building may subsist. So, in the case of the militia,
an imminent danger must be first supposed, by which the
kingdomisin an apparent danger, and then the King's refusal to
apply any remedy against that danger, before the two Houses
would pretend to the power of disposing that militia; it being
too ridiculous to have pretended the natural and ordinary
jurisdiction over it: but, in case of danger, and danger so
imminent that the usual recourse would not serve the turn, and
for the saving of a kingdom which must otherwise be lost, many
good men thought it was reasonable to apply a very extraor-
dinary prevention, without imagining such a supposition might
possibly engage them in any action contrary to their own
inclinations; and, without doubt, very many who frankly voted
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that imminent necessity, were induced to it as an argument 1642
that the King should be therefore importuned to consent to the
settlement; which would not have appeared so necessary a
request if the occasion had not been important; never sus-
pecting that it would have proved an argument to them to
adventure the doing it without the King's consent. And it is
not here unseasonable, (how merry soever it may seem to be,)
as an instance of the incogitancy and inadvertency of those kind
of votes and transactions, to remember, that, the first resolution
of the power of the militia being grounded upon a supposition
of an imminent necessity, the ordinance first sent up from the
Commons to the Lords for the execution of the militiaexpressed
an eminent necessity; whereupon some lords, who understood
the difference of the words, and that an eminent necessity might
be supplied by the ordinary provision which possibly an immi-
nent necessity might not safely attend, desired a conference with
the Commons for the amendment; which, | remember, was at
last with great difficulty consented to, many (who, | presume,
are not yet grown up to conceive the difference) supposing it an
unnecessary contention for a word, and so yielding to them
for saving of time rather than for the moment of the thingK

152. They who contrived this scheme® never doubted that,
after a resolution what was to be done upon a supposititious
necessity, they would easily (when they found it convenient)
make that necessity real It was no hard matter to make the
fearful apprehensive of dangers, and the jealous of designs ; and
they wanted not evidence of all kinds, letters from abroad and
discoveries at home, to make those apprehensions formidable
enough; and then, though before the resolution there was a
great latitude in law and reason what was lawfully to be done,
they had now forejudged themselves, and resolved of the proper
remedy, except they would argue against the evidence; which
usually would have been to discountenance or undervalue some
person of notable reputation or his correspondence, and always
to have opposed that that was of such an allay as, in truth, did

" eminent, in Sir H Verney's Notes (Camd Soc p 164), on March 15 ;
"imminent,'in Commons Journals of the same day.]D [' soeme’ MS]
az2
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1642 operate upon the major part. So, in the case upon which we
now discourse, if they had in the most advantageous article of
their fury professed the raising an army against the King, there
Was yet that reverence to majesty, and that spirit of subjection
and allegiance in most men, that they would have looked upon
it with opposition and horror: hut defensive arms were more
plausible divinity; and if the King should commit such an out-
rage as to levy war against his Parliament, to destroy the
religion, laws, and liberty of the kingdom, good men were
persuaded that such a resistance might be made as might
preserve the whole; and he that would have argued against
this thesis, besides the impertmency of arguing against a sup-
position that was not like to be real, and in which the corrupt
consideration of safety seemed to bribe most men, could never
escape the censure of promoting tyranny and lawless dominion.
Then to incline men to concur in the declaration of the ' King's
intention to make war against the Parliament,' they were per-
suaded it might have a good, could have no ill, effect: the
remedies that were to be applied upon an actual levying of war
were not justifiable upon the intention; and the declaring this
intention, and the dangers it carried with it to the King him-
self and to all those who should assist him, would be a probable
means of reforming such intention and preventing the exe-
cution : inconvenience it could produce none, (for the disquieting
or displeasing the King was not thought inconvenient,) if there
were no progress in the supposed intention; if there were, it
were fit the whole kingdom should stand upon its guard, and
not be surprised to its confusion.

153. By these false and fallacious mediums the clearness of
men's understandings [was’] dazzled, and, upon the matter, all
their opinions and judgments for the future captivated and
pre-engaged by their own votes and determinations. For, how
easy a matter was it to make it appear to that man who
consented that the King intended to make war against the
Parliament, that when he should do it he had broken his oath
and dissolved his government, and that whosoever should assist

! I'were,' M S]
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him were traitors; | say, how easy was it to persuade that man, 1042
that he was obliged to defend the Parliament, to endeavour to
uphold that government, and to resist those traitors. And
whosoever considers that the nature of men, especially of men
M authority, is inclined rather to commit two errors than to
retract one, will not marvel that from this root of unadvisedness
so many and tall branches of mischieve have proceeded. And
therefore it were to be wished that those who have the honour
to be trusted in public consultations were endued with so much
natural logic [as] to discern the consequences of every public act
and conclusion, and with so much conscience and courage [as]
to watch the first impressions upon [their!] understanding and
compliance: and, neither out of the impertinency of the thing,
which men are too apt to conclude, out of impatiency of
despatch, or out of stratagem to make men odious, (as in this
Parliament many forbore to oppose unreasonable resolutions out
of an opinion that they would make the contrivers odious,) or
upon any other (though seeming never so politic) considerations,
consent? to any propositions by which truth or justice are
invaded. And | am confident, with very good warrant, that
many men have from their souls abhorred every article of this
rebellion, and heartily deprecated the miseries and desolation
we have suffered by it, who have themselves with great alacrity
and some industry contubuted to, if not contrived, those very
votes and conclusions from whence the evils they abhor have
most naturally and regularly flowed and been deduced, and
which they could not reasonably, upon their own concessions,
contradict and oppose.

154. But to conclude®, a man shall not unprofitably spend
his contemplation that, upon this occasion, considers the method
of God's justice, (a method terribly remarkable in many pas-
sages, and upon many persons, which we shall be compelled to
remember in this discourse) ; that the same principles, and the
same application of those principles, should be used to the
wresting all sovereign power from the Crown, which the Crown

! ['his, MS] 2 ['he consent,'M ]
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1642 had a little before made use of for the extending its authority
and power beyond its bounds, to the prejudice of the just rights
of the subject. A supposed necessity was then thought ground
enough to create a power, and a bare averment of that necessity
to beget a practice, to impose what tax they thought convenient
upon the subject by writs of ship-money never before known;
and a supposed necessity now, and a bare averment of that
necessity, is as confidently and more fatally concluded a good
ground to exclude the Crown from the use of any power by an
ordinance never before heard of; and the same maxim of Salus
populi suprema lex, which had been used to the infringing the
liberties of the one, made use of for the destroying the rights of
the other. only that of the Psalmist® is yet inverted; for many
of those who were the principal makers of the first pit are o
far from falling into it that they have been the chiefest diggers
of the second ditch in which so many have been confounded.

155. Though they had yet no real apprehension that the
King would be able in the least degree to raise a force against
them, yet they were heartily emaged to find that he lived more
like a King than they wished he should, that there was so great
resort to him from all parts, and that, whereas little more than
two months before his own servants duist hardly avow the
waiting on him, now the chief gentlemen of all countiestravelled
to him to tender their service, which implied a disapprobation
at least, if not a contempt, of their carriage towards him
Therefore, to pi event this mischieve, they easily found exception
to, and information against, some persons who had resorted to
Y ork, whom they sent the sergeant of the House of Commons to
apprehend, and bring them before the House as delinquents, to
answer such matters as should be objected against them. In
this number there was one Beckwith, a gentleman of Y orkshire,
who, (as sir John Hotham had sent them word,) had endeavoured
to corrupt some officers of the garrison to deliver Hull up to
the King, this they declared to be a very heinous crime, and

May 27. little less than high treason, and therefore concluded him a
delinquent, and to be sent for to attend them. It was thought
L ps. Ivn. 6]
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strangely ridiculous by standers by that sir John Hotham should 1642
be justified for keeping the town against the King, and another
gentleman be voted a delinquent for designing to recover it to

its allegiance; and that they who but few days before, when

the King had sent a warrant to require sergeant-major Skippon May 13.
to attend his majesty at York, resolved, and published their May 17.
resolutions in print, (as they did all things which they conceived

might diminish the reputation of the King or his authority,)

"that such command from his majesty was against the law of

the land and the liberty of the subject, and likewise, the person

being employed by them to attend their service, against the
privilege of Parliament; and therefore, that their sergeant-
major-general of the forces of London' (that was his style)

" should continue to attend the service of both Houses according

to their former commands/ should expect that their warrant
should be submitted to by those who were waiting on the King;

whose known legal authority, severed from anything that might

be understood to relate to the Parliament or its privileges, they

had so flatly contradicted and contemned that, the same day May 17.
on which they redeemed their officer Skippon from his allegiance

and duty of going to the King, being informed that the King

had sent awrit® to adjourn the term (Midsummer term) to Y ork

from Westminster, which was as much in his power legally to

do as to make a knight, they declared that ' the King's removing

of the term to York from Westminster, sitting the Parliament,

was illegal/ and ordered,' that the Lord Keeper should not issue

out any writs or seal any proclamation to that purpose;' which

was by him observed accordingly, notwithstanding the King's
command for the adjournment.

156. When their officer came to Y ork for the apprehension of
the delinquents, he found the same neglect there of the Parlia-
ment as he found above of the King; and was soill intreated June 2.
by those whom he looked upon as his prisoners, that, if the
King's extraordinary provision had not been interposed, the
messenger would scarce have returned to have reported how
uncurrent such warrants were like to be in York, and how

! [The Lord Keeper received the writ from the King on May 16)]
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1642 perilous such voyages might prove to the adventurers. But how
amazed or surprised soever they seemed to be with this new
contradiction, it was no more than they looked for; for their
dilemma was, if their messenger returned with his prize, all the
resort to, and all the glory of, Y ork was determined ; for no man
would repair thither from whence the bare voting him a
delinquent would remove him with those other inconvenient
circumstances of censure and imprisonment: if he returned
neglected and affronted, as they presumed he would, they had a
new reproach for the King, of 'protecting delinquents against
the justice of Parliament," which would be a new breach of their
privileges, as heinous and unpopular as had yet been made, and
for the vindication whereof their Protestation would no less
oblige them than it had done on the behalf of the five members

June 10. And such votes they passed upon the return of their officer;
and had in readiness prepared two voluminous Declarations to
the people, which they published about [the same'] time; in
the one, with all the reiterated complaints and envenomed
repetitions of what had been done, or been thought to have been
done, amiss in the whole reign of the King, to render his person
odious or unacceptable; in the other, by undervaluing his regal
power, and declaring against it, to make his authority despised,
at least not feared.

May 19°. 157. The first was of the 19th of May, in which they declared
that

'Theinfinite mercy and providence of the Almighty God had been abun-
dantly manifested since the beginning of this Parliament in great variety
of protections and blessings, whereby He had not only delivered them from
many wicked plots and designs, which, if they had taken effect, would have
brought ruin and destruction upon thekingdom, but, out of those attempts,
had produced divers evident and remarkable advantages, to the furtherance
of those services which they had been desirous to perform to their sovereign
lord the King, and to the Church and State, in providing for the public
peace, and prosperity of his majesty and all his realms; which, in the
presence of the same all-seeing Deity, they protested to have been, and still
to be, the only end of all their counsels and endeavours, wherein they had

resolved to continue freed and enlarged from all private arms, personal
respects, or passions whatsoever.

! l'a' MS] 2 [This Declaration passed the Lords on May 23.]
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158. "I n which resolution/ they said, 'they were nothing discouraged, 1642
although the heads of the malignant party, disappointed of their prey, the
religion and liberty of the kingdom, which they were ready to seize upon and
devour before the beginning of this Parliament, had still persisted by new
practices, both of force and subtlety, to recover the same again ; for which
purpose they had made several attempts for bringing up the army; they
afterwards projected the falseaccusation of thelord Kimbolton, and the five
members of the House of Commons, which being initself of an odious nature,
they had yet so far prevailed with his majesty as to procure him to take it
upon himself, but when the unchangeable duty and faithfulness of the
Parliament could not be wrought upon by such afact as that to withdraw
any part of their reverence and obedience from his majesty, they had, with
much art and industry, advised his majesty to Buffer divers unjust scandals
and imputations upon the Parliament to be published in his name, whereby
they might make it odious to the people, and by their help to destroy that
which hitherto had been the only means of their own preservation.

159 -« For this purpose they had drawn his majesty into the northern
parts far from the Parliament, that so, false rumours might have time to
get credit, and the just defences of the Parliament find a more tedious,
difficult, and disadvantageous access, after those false imputations and
slanders had been first rooted in the apprehension of his majesty and his
subjects, which the more speedily to effect, they had caused a press to be
transported to Y ork, from whence several papers and writings of that kind
were conveyed to all parts of the kingdom, without the authority of the
Great Seal, inan unusual and illegal manner, and without the advice of his
majesty's Privy Council; from the greater and better part whereof having
withdrawnhimself, aswell as from his Great Council of Parliament, hewas
thereby exposed to the wicked and unfaithful counsels of such as had made
the wisdom and justice of the Parliament dangerous to themselves, and
that danger they laboured to prevent by hiding their own guilt under the
name and shadow of the King, infusing into him their own fears, and, as
much as in them lay, aspersing hisroyal person and honour with their own
infamy, from both whichit had always been as much thecare as it was the
duty of the Parliament to preserve his majesty, and to fix the guilt of all
evil actions and counsels upon those who had been the authors of them.

160 'Amongst divers writings of that kind,' they said, ' they, the Lords
and Commons in Parliament, had taken into their consideration two
printed papers, thefirst containing a Declaration which they had received
from his majesty, in answer to that which had been presented to his
majesty from both Houses at Newmarket, the 9th of March, 1641 , the
other, his majesty's answer to the petition of both Houses presented to his
majesty the 26th of March, 1642 Both whichwerefilledwith harsh cen-
sures and causeless charges upon the Parliament, concerning which they
held it necessary to give satisfaction to the kingdom, seeing they found it
very difficult to satisfy his majesty, whom, to their great grief, they had
found to be so engaged to and possessed by those misapprehensions which
evil counsellors have wrought in him, that their most humble and faithful
remonstrances had rather irritated and embittered than any thing allayed
or mitigated the sharp expressions which his majesty had been pleased to
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1642 make in answer to them; for the manifestation whereof, and of their own
innocency, they desired that all his majesty's loving subjects might take
notice of these particulars —

161. 'They knew no occasion given by them which might move his
majesty to tell them that in their Declaration presented at Newmarket
there were some expressions different from the usual language to princes
neither did they tell his majesty, either in words or in effect, that if he did
not join with them in an act which he conceived might prove prejudicial and
dangerous to himself and the whole kingdom, they would make a law with-
out him and impose it upon the people. That which they desired," they
said, 'was, that, in regard of the imminent danger of the kingdom, the
militia, for the security of his majesty and his people, might be put under
the command of such noble and faithful persons as they had all cause to
confide in  and such was the necessity of this preservation that they de-
clared, that, if hismajesty should refuseto join with them therein, the two
Houses of Parliament, being the supreme court and highest council of the
kingdom, were enabled by their own authority to provide for the repulsing
of such imminent and evident danger, not by any new law of their own
making, as had been untruly suggested to his majesty, but by the most
ancient law of the kingdom, even that which is fundamental and essential
to the constitution and subsistence of it.

162 'Although they never desired,’ they said, 'to encourage his
majesty to such replies as might produce any contestation between himand
his Parliament, of which they never found better effect than loss of time
and hinderance of the public affairs, yet they had been far from tellinghun
of how littlevalue hiswordswould bewith them, much lesswhen they were
accompanied with actions of love and justice.' They said, 'he had more
reason to find fault with those wicked counsellors who had so often bereaved
him of the honour, and his people of the fruit, of many gracious speeches
which he had made to them, such asthose inthe end of the last Parliament,
that, " in the word of a king, and as he was a gentleman, he would redress the
grievances of his people, as well out of Parliament asinit" ' They asked,
'if the searching the studies and chambers, yea, the pockets of some, both
of the nobility and commons, the very next day, the commitment of Mr
Bellasis, sir John Hotham, and Mr Crew', the continued oppressions by
ship-money, coat and conduct money, with themanifold imprisonmentsand
other vexations thereupon, and other ensuing violations of the laws and
liberties of the kingdom, (all which were the effects of evil counsel, and
abundantly declared in their Remonstrance of the state of the kingdom,)
[were] actions of love and justice, suitable to such words asthose”

163 'As gracious was his majesty's speech in the beginning of this
Parliament, that " he was resolved to put himself freely and clearly upon the
love and affection of his English subjects " ' They asked' whether his cause-
less complaints and jealousies, the unjust imputations so often cast upon his
Parliament, his denial of their necessary defence by the ordinance of the
militia, his dangerous absenting himself from his Great Council, like to

! [Henry Bellasis and Sir John Hotham were committed to the Fleet
prison, May 8, land John Crew to the Tower, May 10, 1640 ]
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produce such a mischievous division in the kingdom, had not been more 1642
suitable to other men's evil counsels than to his own words ? Neither,'
they said, 'had his later speeches been better used and preserved by those
evil and wicked counsellors  Could any words be fuller of love and justice
than those in his answer to the message sent to the House of Commons the
31st of December, 1641 : " We do engage unto you solemnly the word of a
king, that the security of all and every one of you from violence is, and
ever shall be, as much our care as the preservation of us and our children 1"
And could any actions be fuller of injustice and violence than that of the
Attorney General in falsely accusing the six members of Parliament, and
the other proceedings thereupon, within three or four days after that
message’ For the full view whereof, they desired the Declaration made of
those proceedings might be perused , and by those instances (—they could
add many more—) the world might judge who deserved to be taxed with
disvalumg his majesty's words, they who had as much as in them lay
stained and sullied them with such foul counsels, or the Parliament who
had ever manifested, with joy and delight, then humble thankfulness for
those gracious words, and actions of love and justice which had been con-
formable thereunto

164 'The King,' they said, 'had been pleased to disavow the having
any such evil counsel or counsellors as were mentioned in their Declaration,
to his knowledge, and they held it their duty humbly to avow there were
such, or else they must say that all the ill things done of late in his ma-
jesty's name had been done by himself, wherein they should neither follow
the direction of the law, nor the affection of their own hearts, which was,
asmuch as might be, to clear hismajesty from all imputation of misgovern-
ment, and to lay the fault upon his ministers. The false accusing of six
members of Parliament, the justifying Mr. Attorney in that false accusa-
tion, the violent coming to the House of Commons, the denial of the
militia, the sharp messages to both Houses, contrary tothe customs of for-
mer kings, the long and remote absence of his majesty from Parliament,
the heavy and wrongful taxes upon both Houses , the cherishing and coun-
tenancing adiscontented party in the kingdom against them ; were certainly
the fruits of very evil counsels, apt to put the kingdom into a combustion,
to hinder the supplies of Ireland, and to countenance the proceedings and
pretensions of the rebels there. and the authors of these evil counsels, they
conceived, must needs be known to his majesty, and they hoped their
labouring with his majesty to have those discovered and brought to a just
censure would not so much wound his honour 111 the opinion of his good
subjects as his labouring to preserve and conceal them.

165. 'And whereas his majesty had said, he couldwish that hisown im-
mediate actions, which he avowed, and his own honour, might not be so
roughly censured under that common style of Evil Counsellors,’ they said,
"that they could also heartily wish that they had not cause to make that
style so common , but how often and undutifully soever those wicked coun-
sellors should fix their dishonour upon the King, by making his majesty
the author of those evil actions which were the effects of their own evil
counsels, they, his majesty's loyal and dutiful subjects, could use no other
style, according to that maxim of the law, the king can du no wrong; but
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1642 if any ill were committed, in matter of State the Council, if in matter of
justice the judges, must answer forit'

166. They said, ' they had laid no charge upon his majesty which should
put him upon that apology concerning his faithful and zealous affection of
the Protestant profession . neither did his majesty endeavour to clear those
in gieatest authority about him, by whom they had said that design had been
potently earned on for divers years, and they rather wished that the mer-
cies of Heaven than the judgments might be manifested upon them, but
that there had been such, there had been such plentiful and frequent
evidences that they believed there was none, either Protestant or Papist,
who had had any reasonable view of the passages of later times, but, either
in fear or hope, did expect a sudden issue of that design.'

167. They said, 'they had no way transgressed against the Act of
Oblivion by remembering the intended war against Scotland, as a branch
of that design to alter religion by those wicked counsels, from which God
did then deliver them, which they ought never toforget

168. ' That the rebellion in Ireland was framed and cherished by the
Popish and malignant party in England, was not only affirmed by the rebels,
but," they said, 'might be cleared by many other proofs the same
rebellious principles of pretended religion, the same politic ends, were
apparent in both, and their malicious designs and practices were masked
and disguised with the same false colour of their earnest zeal to vindicate
his majesty's prerogative from the supposed oppression of the Parliament.
How much those treacherous pretences had been countenanced by some
evil counsel about his majesty might appear in this, that the proclamation
whereby they were declared traitors was so long withheld as to the 2nd
of January, though the rebellion brake forth in October before, and then no
more than forty copies appointed to be printed, with a special command
from his majesty not to exceed that number, and that none of them should
be published till his majesty's pleasure was further signified, as by the
warrant appears, a true copy whereof was annexed to this Declaration, so
that afew only could take notice of i t, which was made more observable
by the late contrary proceedings against the Scots, who were in a very
quick and sharp manner proclaimed, and those proclamations forthwith dis-
persed with as much diligence asmight bethroughout all the kingdom, and
ordered to be read in all churches, accompanied with public prayers and
execrations.  Another evidence of favour and countenance to the rebels
in some of power about his majesty was this, that they had put forth in
his majesty's name a causeless complaint against the Parliament, which
speaks the same language of the Parliament which the rebels do, thereby to
raise a belief in men's minds that his majesty's affections were alienated,
as well as his person was removed, from that his Great Council All
which," they said, ' did exceedingly retard the supplies of Ireland, and more
advance the proceedings of the rebels than any jealousy or misapprehension
begotten in his subjects by the declaration of the rebels, injunction of
Rosetti, or information of Tristram Whitcombe; so that, considering the
present state and temper of both kingdoms, his royal presence was far more
necessary here, than it could be in Ireland, for redemption or protection of
his subjects there.
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169. 'And whether there were cause for his majesty's great indignation 1642
for being reproached to have intended force or threatening to the Parlia-
ment, they desired them to consider who should read their Declaration, in
which there was no word tending to any such reproach, and certainly/
they said, ' they had been more tender of his majesty's honour in that point
than he, whosoever he was, that did write that Declaration, where, in his
majesty’'s name, he did call God to witness he never had any such thought,
or knew of any suchresolution of bringing up the army ; whichtruly,' they
said, 'would seem strange to those who should read the deposition of Mr
Goring, information of Mr Percy, and divers other examinations of Mr.
Wilmot, Master Pollard, and others, the other examination of captain Legg,
sir Jacob Ashly, [and] sir John Conyers, and consider the condition and
nature of the petition which was sent unto sir Jacob Ashly under the appro-
bation of C R, which his majesty had now acknowledged to be his own
hand, and, being full of scandal to the Parliament, anight have proved
dangerous to the whole kingdom if the army should have interposed be-
twixt the Kingand them, as was desned

170 'They did not affirm that his majesty's warrant was granted for
the passage of Mr Jermm after the desire of both Houses for restraint of
his servants, but only that he did pass over after that restraint, by virtue
of such a warrant  They knew the warrant bore date the day before their
desire, yet,' they said, 'it seemed strange to those who knew how great
respect and power Mr. Jermm had in Court, that he should begin hisjour-
ney in such haste, and in apparel so unfit for travel as a black satin suit
and white boots, if his going away was designed the day before

171 ' The accusation of the lord Kimbolton and the five members of the
House of Commons was called a breach of privilege, and truly so it was,
and a very high one, far above any satisfaction that had been yet given '
for they asked, 'how it could be said to be largely satisfied, so long as his
majesty |aboured to preserve Mr Attorney from punishment, who was the
visible actor init? So long as his majesty had not only justified him, but
by his letter declared that it was his duty to accuse them, and that he
would have punished him if he had not doneit ? So long as those members
had not the means of clearing their innocency, and the authors of that
malicious charge [were] undiscovered, though both Houses of Parliament
had several times petitioned his majesty to discover them, and that not
only upon grounds of common justice but by Act of Parliament his majesty
was bound to do it? So long asthe King refused to pass a bill for their
discharge, alleging that the narrative in that bill was against his honour,
whereby he seemed still to avow the matter of that false and scandalous
accusation, though he deserted the prosecution, offering to pass a bill for
their acquittal, yet with intimation that they must desert the avowing
their own innocency, which would morewound them in honour than secure
theminlaw ?

172, 'Andinvindication of that great privilege of Parliament, they did
not know that they had invaded any privilege belonging to his majesty, as
had been alleged in that Declaration. But,' they said, 'they looked not
upon that only in the notion of a breach of privilege, which might be,
though the accusation weretrue or false, but under the notion of a heinous
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1642 crimein the Attorney, and all other subjects whohad ahandinit, acrime
against the law of nature, against the rules of justice, that innocent men
should be charged with so great an offence as treason, in the face of the
highest judicatory of the kingdom, whereby their lives and estates, their
blood and honour, were endangered, without witness, without evidence,
without all possibility of reparationin a legal course, yet acrime of such
a nature that his majesty's command can no more warrant than it can any
other act of injustice  Those things which were evil in their own nature,
such as a false testimony or false accusation, could not be the subject of
any command, or induce any obligation of obedience upon any man, by any
authority whatsoever therefore the Attorney in that case was bound to
have refused to execute such a command, unless he had some [such] evi-
dence or testimony as might have warranted him against the parties, and
be liable to make satisfaction if it should prove false, and it was suffi-
ciently known to every man, and adjudged in Parliament, that the King
could be neither the relator, informer, or witness If it should rest as it
was, without farther satisfaction, no future Parliament could be safe but
that the members might be taken and destroyed at pleasure ; yea, the very
principles of government and justice would be in danger to be dissolved.'

173 They said, 'they did not conceive that numbers did make an
assembly unlawful, but when either the end or manner of their carriage
should be unlawful  Diversjust occasions might draw the citizens to West-
minster, where many public and private petitions and other causes were
dependinginParliament, andwhy that should befound morefaulty inthecitizensthanthere
ordinary courts of justice, they knew not That those citizens were noto-
riously provoked and assaulted at Westminster by colonel Lunsford, cap-
tain Hyde, and others, and by some of the servants of the archbishop of
York, was sufficiently proved, and that afterwards they were more
violently wounded, and most barbarously mangled with swords, by the
officers and soldiers near Whitehall, many of them being without weapons
and giving no cause of distaste, was likewise proved by several testimonies,
but of any scandalous or seditious misdemeanours of theirs that might give
his majesty good cause to suppose his own person, or those of his royal
consort or children, to be in apparent danger, they had no proof ever
offered to either House; and if there had been any complaint of that kind,
it was no doubt the Houses would have been as forward to join in an order

May 18, for the suppressing of such tumults as they were, not long before, upon

1641 another occasion, when they made an order to that purpose, whereas those

officers and soldiers which committed that violence upon so many of the

citizens at Whitehall were cherished and fostered in his majesty's house,

Jan 7, and when, not long after, the Common Council of London presented a peti-

1642 tion to his majesty for reparation of those injuries, his majesty's answer

was, without hearing the proof of the complainants, that if any citizen were

wounded, or ill entreated, his majesty was " confidently assured that it
happened by their own evil and corrupt demeanours "'

174 They said, ' they hoped it could not be thought contrary to the duty

and wisdom of a Parliament if many concurring and frequently reiterated

and renewed advertisements from Rome, Venice, Paris, and other parts, if
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the solicitation of the Pope's nuncio, and their own discontented fugitives, 1642
did make them jealous and watchful for the safety of the State and they

had been very careful to make their expressions thereof so easy and so
plain to the capacity and understanding of the people, that nothing might
justly stick with them with reflection upon the person of his majesty wherein

they appealed to the judgment of any indifferent person who should read

and peruse their own words.'

175 They said, 'they must maintain the ground of their fears to be of
that moment that they could not discharge the trust and duty that lay upon
them unless they did apply themselves to the use of those means to which
the law had enabled them in cases of that nature, for the necessary defence
of the kingdom; and as his majesty did graciously declare that the law
should be the measure of his power, so did they most heartily profess that
they should always make it the rule of their obedience.’ Then they ob-
served, 'that there were certain prudent omissions in his majesty's
answer,' and said, ' that the next point of their Declaration was with
much caution artificially passed over by himwho drew his majesty's answer;
it being indeed the foundation of all their misery and his majesty's trouble
that he was pleased to hear general taxes upon his Parliament, without any
particular charge to which they might give satisfaction, and that he had
often conceived displeasure against particular persons upon misinformation ;
and although those informations had been clearly proved to be false, yet he
would never bring the accusers to question , which did lay animpossibility
upon honest men of clearing themselves, and gave an encouragement to false
and unworthy persons to trouble him with untrue and groundless informa-
tions. Three particulars they had mentioned in their Declaration which
the penner of his majesty's Declaration had good cause to omit the words
supposed to be spoken at Kensington, the pretended articles against the
Queen, and the groundless accusation of the six members of the Parlia-
ment ; there being nothing to be said in defence or denial of any of them

176. ' Concerning his majesty's desire to join with his Parliament and
with his faithful subjects in defence of religion and public good of the
kingdom," they said, 'they doubted not he w