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FOREWORD
( BY SIR TEJ BAHADUR SAPRU )

IT is rnot my intention or purpose to write a thesis
on the rise and growth of Urdu poetry I have been asked
by some friends who, in common with myself, have
admired the poetry of Pandit Brij Narain Chakbast to
write a foreword. Much as | should have liked that
someone with better qualifications than mne had
undertaken this duty I have agreed to write a foreword
becaase | have known the poet intimately for the last
twenty-five years and admired him for his high ideals
in literature and life, and have enjoyed some of the
best moments of my life in reading his poetryv. | share
the regret with many others that he has not found it
possible to devote himseli more steadily to the cultiva-
tion of the genius that 1s undoubtedly lus. It is an
irony of fate that men of the type of Sir Muhammad
Igbal and Mr Brnij Narain Chakbast should find them-
selves compelled to divide their time bhetween Law and
Poetry. There is very lttle of idealism in Law-—at
any rate, in the practice of it-——and yet the fact remains
that both of them have given us during the last quarter
of a century some of the finest poetry in Urdu. It
aungurs well for the future of Urduliterature thatit should
have been able to command the services of two such
cultured men-—men who have tasted of the best that
English literature has to give us and yet retained their
love for their own literature and tried to express in a
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langusige, of which they are such inimitable masters,
some of the deepest thoughts, and the subtlest of
emotions which have stirred the minds of their country-
men in Northern India during their times. As already
stated, | disclaim all intention to write on the general
history of Urdu poetry. This has been done by persons
far more competent than myseli-—-men who have
devoted time and research to the subject. There are,
however, just a few aspects of Urdu poetry to which it
may be permissible to refer. Compared to poetry in
other Asiatic languages it is comparatively very modern,
and, though in its very early period, its form of expre-
ssion was very much alhed to Hindi, in the course cf
its development it has adopted Persian models of metre,
rhyme and expression uatil 1t has succeeded in standa-
rdising not only its diction, but also to a great its mode
of thought.  This has been at once its strength and
weakness —strength in so far as it has led to the growth
of a fine literary style and weakness in so far as it has
prescribed limits to the i'nagination of poets and tended
to make their subjects unreal and their similes and
metaphors at times foreign to Indian conditions and
environment  Agam, the requirements of metre and
verse have been ielt by some as so many impediments
to the free expansion of their 1deas and sentiments.
Most of Urdu poetry has been poured forth in the form
of (Jhazals but no less a poet than (halib himself felt
its limitations as very irksome.
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In Masnavi we have the great effort of Mir Hasan
and Pandit Daya Shankar Nasim, but exquisite as they
are as pieces of imagery, wonderful as is the spell of
their literary form, their themes are extremely shadowy
and illusory. They appeal to the sense of form as
very few other similar poems do--but do they stir the
heart to noble effort, or kindle the imagination of the
reader with a glimpse of the eternal, or strike even any
subtle chords of love ? Perhaps these questions may
be answered differently. Other outlets have not been
wanting. In Kasida considerable distinction has been
achieved by a number of poets in Persian, ancient and
modern, and their example has been followed by not a
few of Urdu poets. But : otwithstanding some notable
efforts at fine poetry in Kasida the fact is that Kasida
is not a form of poetry which appeals to contemporary
taste. For one thing, mercenary motives do not gene-
rally succeed in bringing out the best that there may
be in a poet, and while form and expression may
flourish in Kasida, true poetry modern 1deas of self-
respect and freedom revolt against the extravegance
of eulogy which is the substance of a Kasida. And
even patrons of fine arts—(their number is certainly
much smaller than it was half-a-century ago)—would
blush to hear their praise sung in the old classical
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fashion. The Marsia, however, still holds the field.
Its theme is essentially tragic and pious. It deals with
human feelings and emotions—and it affords a wide
scope for true poetry. The classical Marsias of Anees
and Dabeer have enriched Urda poetry beyond all
measure, and they still exercise a powerful influence
upon all lovers of Urdu literature—particularly those
associated with the social life of Lucknow. Of the
other forms of Urdu poetry I need not speak in detail.

Pandit Brij Narain Chakbast is essentially a
Luchnow man in his taste—and is steeped in the literary
traditions of Lucknow. His knowledge of Persian and
Urdu is extensive, deep and precise and he has made
a profound study of the great masters of Urda In
literary form his poetry bears the unmistakable impress
of the Lucknow school—but he is also essentially a
representative poet of his times Much of what has
passed and still passes as Urdu poetry is sickening to
modern taste. | wonder how many of us could really
enjoy the endless references to gul/ and bulbul, or the
chah-zanakhdan or the mooe-mian or the dukht-i-ruz.
Nor does modern taste very much care for the perpetual
indifference, or the never-failing breach of faith or the
tyranny of the beloved in Urdu poetry whose peculiar
privilege is to be all and to do all that we would not
tolerate in life.

Brij Narain Chakbast will disappoint those of us
who would approach his poetry with expectations that
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we have been led to form of the standardised Urdu
poetry as we have inherited it. This does not involve
any sweening condemnation of the old poets —for even
among them there have been great masters who have
risen superior to the vitiated standards of their times.
Meer and Dard, Ghalib and Atash, to mention only
some of the most prominent poets—are notable excep-
tions but still they must be looked upon as exceptions.
Contemporary Urdu poetry seeks its inspiration from
other and purer sources It is at times love of conutry
which inspires the songs of Igbal and Chakbast, at
others it is some great historical or contemporary event
which fires their imagination, and vet, again, it is from
Nature or religion that they draw their inspiration.
Nationalism—with all its a . anf.zes and gisadvaniages—
has been a potent factor in the moulding of their ima-
gination. It is a poetry which appeals more to the
hearts and the imagination of the rising generation
than to the standardised tastes of the elder generation.
To say that there 1s very much more of reality about
this poetry is not to deny to it imagination or idealism—
but it marks essentially a difference between the old
school and the new. Brij Narain Chakbast is pre-emi-
nently a representative—and a great representative —
of this new school, the possibilities of which in our
literature seem to me to be unlimited. It is again no
disparagement of the old school to say that the new
school is far more sincere than the former, and of this
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there is abundant evidence in the poetry of both Chak-
bast and Igbal. It is not my purpose to  institute a
comparison between these two great representatives of
the new-school. [f Iqbal is more spiritual and mystical
than Chakbast that is probably due to his philosophy
of life—on the other hand if Chakbast is more elegant
in form, and shows greater pathos, if he appeals more
to human feeling than to intellect, it is because of his
environments in Lucknow and the traditions he had
inherited from the early masters who have shed a lustre
on the name of Lucknow. Personally | feel, with manv
apologies to all who would write encyclopaedic disco-
urses on the meaning of a word, or the correctness of
an idiom, that there is very genuine poetry of a high
order in both of them. Brij Narain Chakbast's merits
as a poet and artist are universally acknowledged by
his contemporaries ; and, while tastes differ and
judgments are revised from generation to generation,
it is perhaps not much of a prophecy to say that as
time passes and Urdu poetry is more and more rescued
from the shackles of artificial taste and breathes the
atmosphere of new freedom—Brij Narain’s reputation
will steadily grow and succeeding generations will
recognise him as a great pioneer of a new school
of poetry.

I have very hesitatingly expressed these views and
| therefore give a selection of some of his typical verses
and leave it to readers to form their own judgment.
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I had very nearly finished the above fntroduction
when suddenly | heard of the news of the death of my
friend. 1 feel guilty that | was not able to finish it
during his lifetime. To those of us who had the rare
privilege of knowing him intimately his death at the
early age of 43 is nothing short of a tragedy. How
much poorer his friends are to-day they only know—
but what a loss it is to the Urdu literature and Urdu
poetry in particular, what nobility of thought and cha-
racter and what depth of feeling have perished with
him—what possibilities of service to the mother-land
have disappeared with him—are questions on which
l in common with many others can silently contemplate

but dare not discuss.



(24)
BRAJ NARAYAN CHAKBAST
IN MEMORIAM

(Reproduced from the Leader of 24th February, 1926)

The sudden and tragic death of Pandit Braj Narayan
Chakbast, in the fullness of his powers and after a few
hours’ illness, has cast a profound gloom over the
whole of Lucknow. He left his home in the morning,
apparently in the best of health, and to that home his
corpse was brought the same night. He had gone to
Rae Bareli on professional business and having finished
his work at 2 P M., was returning to Lucknow by the
Punjab Mail. It was in the railway compartment that
he was struck down by paralysis and completely depri-
ved of the power of speech. Friends took him out of
the train and placed him in the waiting room of the
railway station. The best medical aid available at Rae
Bareli was summoned to his bed-side and all that could
be done was done. But it availed nothing and Braj
Narayan passed away at 7 P.M. The decrees of Fate
are inscrutable, but I confess that tragedies like these—
so cruel and so senseless—are enough to make one

rebel against Providence. Why should Braj Narayan
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Chakbast be snatched away in this ruthless manner,
while the worthless and the wicked flourish around us
like the green bay tree ? Why indeed ! What should
we say, what can we say, except that we do not know,
perhaps we connot know.

Behind the veil ! behind the veil.

Pandit Braj Narayan Chakbast had won for himself
a position of honourable eminence in his proiession.
He had talents, and what is rarer, corﬁbined with them
perseverance and industry. He was a Jistinguisiel
Urdu poet and his poems were eagerly read and widely
appreciated. He was one of that small band who have
helped to revolutionize the ideals of Urdu poetry, and
have brought it back from the ‘dreary desert sand of
dead habit’ to the sweep and surge of the tide of life.
Urdu poetry had been reduced to ‘a sad, mechanic
exercise’ by poetasters who ruled its destinies and
were content to play with words and compose sugary
verses of lady-like prettiness. lqﬁal, chakbast, and
Hasrat Mohani have, under the quickening influence of
a new culture and the inspiration of a fresh and vigo-
rous nationalism, transfigured patriotism into song and

breathed into Urdu poetry the breath of a new life. They
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treated their muse like a queen, not like a tinselled
courtesan, and gave to her the best that was in them.
But while working in the forefront of this revolutionary
movement Chakbast remained constantly true to the
genius Urdu tongue and to the established technique of
its poetry, and aimed at making it manlier, nobler and
richer, and not at converting it into a third-rate imita-
tion of European verse. His admiration for the old
masters was unequivocal and Atash, Galib and Anis
were his favourites. In his Khak-i-Hind, his Ramayan
and the stirring poem on the struggle in South Africa,
one can hear the echo of the cadence of Anis, while as
a pure literary artist he is perhaps at his best in the
poem on Dehra Dun, in whose fine descriptions of
Nature one almost feels the coolness of falling water
and hears the music of rustling trees.

But eminent as ke was as a poet, he will be mourned
even more, much more, as a man and as a friend.
Honourable and generous in his dealings with all,
integrity, loyalty and modesty formed the texture of
his character and he was singularly free from that little-
ness which tries to be great. He had a genius for

friendship, his murawwat was unbounded and everything,
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except his honour, was at the disposal of his friends.
Not for days and weeks, but for months he attended on
his sick friends, placing his time, his energy, and his
money, ungrudgingly at their service, and nursed them
with unstinted devotion. No wonder that his friends

feel that the void caused in their circle by his death
cannot be filled.

About my own relations with him it is difficult for
me to speak. For more than thirty years he was to
me like a broti]er, nay, more than a brother. [ have
lost some of my dearest friends—Ganga Prasad Varma,
Igbal Narayan Masaldan, Bishan Narayan Dar, and now
the youngest of them all, Braj Narayan Chakbast, and
the world has been left unto me desolate

9 a3d el (4 @ Aafqat g |
77 fod% @ A1 Ald awfaat € )

My grief too poignant and the memory of my dear
Birjan—as we fondly called him in the family circle—
too sacred to allow me to make a parade of my pain,
I can, therefore, say no more.

I sometimes hold it half a sin
To put in words the grief | feel ;
For words, like Nature, half reveal

And half conceal the soul within.
MANOHAR LAL ZUTSHI
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