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Dr. Bhandarkar's. Preface to Malatimadhava.—‘“The Vira-
charitra seems to have been Bhavabhuti’s first attempt, for it
does not exhibit that power and felicity of expression and
insight into the human heart that the other two display and is
often heavy and uncouth. Malatimadhava must have been his
second work and the Uttararama Charitra the last.”—

“The genius of Bhavabhuti was however, more of a lyric
than of a dramatic nature. Notwithstanding the originality of
conception involved in the plot of Malatimadhava, the poet does
not show such a skill in the arrangement of his incidents and
in the denouncement as is displayed by the author of the
Mrichchhakati or even of the Mudrarakshasa. The incidents
subsequent to the scene in the cemetery look like clumsy
appendages and not like parts of a whole Kapalakundala is
represented to have taken away Malati, simply to give an
oppurtunity to the poet to display his power of depicting the
feelings of a man in Viraha, and the incident appears by no
means to harmonize with or to arise naturally out of the
previous story. Neither is the poet very skilful in the portrai=
ture of varied character. In this also he is surpassed by
Sudraka. Bhavabhuti had not the power of putting himself
mentally into various situations, of forgetting one and becoming
quite a new man in another. But as the poet of nature and of
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human passion and feeling generally, he occuipies a very high
rank among Sanskrit authors. Kalidasa, as Prof. Wilson
remarks, has more fancy. He is a greater artist than Bhava-
bhuti.- The former suggests or indicates the sentiment which
the latter expresses in forcible language. The
excellences and shortcomings of Bhavabhuti’s genius are fully
seen in the Uttararama Charitra. The incidents of that play
are but few. There is very little movement. But the descrip-
tion of the forest scenery of Janashtana in the second act, and
the portraiture of the griefs of Sita and Rama in the third are
unrivalled. Uttararamacharitra is more adapted for the hall,
than for the stage; it is more a Sravya than a Drisya Kavya,
while the beauties of Sakuntala are more perceptible when
acted than when read.The merits of the poet are also observable
in Malati-Madhava, but not in such a developed form as in
the other play, while to his usual faults, must be added the use
of long prose speeches containing bewildering compounds. Such
a thing can never succeed on the stage. Perhaps in this as in
several other respects, Bhavabhuti was carried away by the
conventionalism which had begun to prevail and the rules laid
down by the critics; and the free play of his genius was
obstructed. Long compounds constitute the poetic excellence
called Ojas and this Ojas is according to Dandin the very soul
of prose.”
b 8 50 5308050y E* R ™ mi)@"o&mo K 1 e

The Uttararama Charitra, or *The Later Fortunes of
Rama,” is a romantic piece containing many fine passages.
Owing to lack of action, however, it is rather a dramatic poem
than a play. The description of the tender love of Rama and
Sita, purified by sorrow, exhibits more genuine pathos than
appears perhaps in any other Indian drama.
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“ Shallow critics, with their gratuitous sympathy with Sita for
her cruel abandonment in the forest, are inclined to find fault with
Rama for his undue solicitude for the contentment and happiness
of his overnice subjects. They mss the very beauty of Rama’s life
when they take such a narrow view of it, Judged by the ideal
standard of duty, Rama deserves our approbation of his wonderful self
sacrificing nature rather than condemnation for the seemingly cruel
deed. No one was more conscious of the cruelty of the action than
Rama himself as is evident from his utterances in the drama, but
has he lived for his subjects he was bound to please them at any cost
to himself. No one was more conscious than Rama himself of the
sterling womanly qualities of Sita—almost an idealistic picture of
every virtue that ennobles womanhood and gives it a peculiar
majesty and grandeur ; but when called upon by the stern voice of
duty, Rama throws her off inwardly feching the deepest anguish for
the crucl step that he s forced to take.”
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