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FOREWORD.

I feel honoured by my noble and learned friend Mr. P. G.
Subramania Iyer's request to write a Foreword to this unique and
invaluable work. Itis rare enough to find an official or a pro-
fessional man who is not lost in the labyrinthine intricacies and
absorbing interests of his office or profession. A few keep up a
hobby partly as a side interest or as a recreation or as a means of
feeling superior to the crowd. Only a very few persons have a
hobby which becomes a passion and with but very few that passion
becomes incandescent and creative. Mr. P. G. Subramania Iyer
belongs to the thin ranks of the God-favoured few. Age cannot
wither his inner youth and hence he bears his years lightly.
To-day when he is nearing seventy he 1s not seventy summers old
but is seventy summers young and I have not come across a person
who is more of a live wire than his good and patriotic self.

India is to-day in the throes of self-realisation and self-
assertion. She is straining every nerve to attain unity and
Swaraj while preserving and perfecting her many religions and
languages and group organisations. She seeks to broadcast
and popularise an all-India language while perfecting the
culture 1n each regional mother tongue. But she cannot do
such work well until she evolves a perfect scheme of shorthand in
Hindi and Urdu as well as in each of the regional languages. Such
a scheme of shorthand has not yet been perfected. The great
speeches made by our leaders in the regional languages of India
are not properly and fully taken down in shorthand and made
available to the public. Mr. P. G. Subramania Iyer has enabled
this to be done by his scheme of Tamil shorthand. He has done
equally valuable work for Hindi and Urdu also. The latter book
yet awaits publication. He has laboured in the field for nearly
half a century. His inventive mind has thoroughly assimilated
and surpassed the western methods and the result is something
that is admirable and unique. He has given us a powerful instru-
ment which will amplify and enrich our literature in many ways.
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There is much talk to-day about unemployment and new
schemes of employment. What solution of unemployment can
there be unless we get new forms of employability and new forms
of employment? Will the mere mass production of graduates and
undergraduates lead us anywhere? Not at all. We want new
forms of civilised skill and national service. We want a new exten-
siveness and intensiveness in agriculture and industry and trade,
and a new skill in the new and diverse forms of national enlighten-
ment by means of the press and platform and a new ability in the
arts needed to make such enlightenment effective. The author's
etfort will help to solve the most puzzling and baffling problem of
to-day than all the empty and voluble loquacity about 1t which
alone is heard everywhere.

I am delighted to learn that His Holiness the Pandarasannidhi
of the Dharmapuram Adhinam has with his characteristic munifi-
cence and 1n consonance with the Mutt's enlightened tradition of
patronage of learning extended his support to this work also and
has enabled 1t to see the Light of day. I know what a travail it
was to the author to see his intellectual children waiting 1n the
cold seeking the warmth of kind and sincere recognition. It is
most appropriate that this work should be dedicated to His
Holiness who 1s a learned and holy personage and who has
published many works on Saiva Siddhanta summing up our holy
and hoary spiritual culture and 1s distributing them gratis to
genuine and sincere lovers of our religion. His Holiness has now
given his patronage to a laudable effort which has been made to
agiwve the Indian culture a new extension and a new practicality and
his acceptance of the dedication of this work 1s a great honour. I
wish the author adequate and ever-increasing public appreciation.

K. S. Ramaswami Sasfri,

MADRAS, -
(DIWAN BAHADUR)

14th June 1939. RETIRED DISTRICT JUDGE
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