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FOREWORD

It is refreshing to find our old friend Lala Sita Ram as
active asever in the field of literary activities. His latest
achievement is a selection from all the more important Hindi
writers from the earliest times. The whole field of Hindi
literature has been judiciously divided into various sections.
‘“The present volume Contains the section dealing with saints.
We know that the work of these saints has been compared
to the Protestant Reformation in Europe. The extracts from
the various saints that are contained in this volume go to
strengthen this belief. About the time when the earliest
of these saints flourished, the Hirdu religion had become
too highly organised to satisfy the cravings of the ordinary
Hindu. The high philosophy of the Upanishads has always
been beyond the grasp of the ordinary mind and as all our
religious observances had a back-ground in that philosophy,
the natural consequence was that religion in the true
sense of the term tailed to appeal to any but the most
highly educated and developed mind. The religiousinstinct
of man demands some Being on which it could bestow the
highest form of devotion and love. This devotion and
love caled prema therefore forms the keynote of the Pro-
testantism of these saints. The religion of devotion and
love became very popular, aso because it attached no impor-
tance to distinctions of castes and creeds. The only thing
on which stress is laid is purity of mind and steadfastness
of devotion. No mind can approach God which has the
slightest taint upon it. This condition of purity being
fulfilled there was nothing left. It should not be under-
stood however that there has been any departure from the
final goal as adumbrated in the more formal religion of
Hinduism. Even with these saints, unification with God
remains the fina goal,—only the means ae somewhat
simplified. Nor is there anything new in the means either :
bocause the devotion preached by these saints is not very
far different from the Bhaktiyoga of the Bhagwat Gita. But
the whole thing is presented to us with-a degree of simpli-
city which could not but appeal to the unsophisticated mind
of the multitude. The disciplinary process again upon
which these saints have laid stress does not differ very
much from the Rajayoga discipline of the Yogasastras and
yet here aso the process has been simplified. Nothing



(i)
contained in the teaching of these saints is above the head
of the multitude. Even the abstrusest teachings of the
Vedanta are presented in alanguage so simple yet dignified
that it appedls straight to the heart. Herein lies the secret
that has led to the success of the work of these saints.

What is specially striking in the present volume is the
picture that it presents to us of the teachings of the Sikh
religion. We have in the volume extracts from the teaching
of Guru Nanak and three of his successors.  These teachings
bear to formal Hinduism the same relation as the teachings
of Kabir and other saints and it affords proofs, if proofs are
needed, of the fact that there is no radical difference between
Sikhism and Hinduism. Apart from the religious aspect of
this question there is the linguistic aspect. We have all
along been under the impression that the Granth Sahib is
composed in a language which is peculiar to the Punjab and
which can not be read with advantage by a student of Hindi.
Readers of this volume will be agreeably surprised to find
themselves disillusioned on this point. The language of
the teachings of Nanak and other Gurus is Hindi pure and
simple. If we exclude certaiu provincialisms of pronuncia-
tion and of spelling the language of these teachings presents
no difficulty to the ordinary Hindi reader. It will bethus seen
that even in Protestantism there is a thread of Hindi run-
ning through all that has happened all through the country.

Lala Sita Ram hes done a real service in bringing to-
gether the more important parts of the works of these
saints.  Though the complete works of some of these have
been available in print, yet we can never expect an ordinary
student to find the time or perhaps the inclination to
wade through hundreds of pages of even a single series of
books like the Santbani Series published by the Belvedere
Press, Allahabad, To such readers a volume like the present
must be very welcome ; providing as it does selections from
these writers or rather teachers, judiciously made and
intelligently arranged. The book will be found specially
useful in our Universities where Hindi along with its sister
Urdu has just begun to find a place. We wish the compiler
every SUCCesS.

The University, Allahabad,
GANGANATH JHA

13th September 1924.
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1. Swvami Ramanand.

" In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries of the Christian
era a great and wide spread reformation was inaugurated in
mediaeval India. A new religion of love and devotion was
established, socia and caste distinctions having been strong-
ly condemned, were as a result, greatly relaxed in some
places and in others entirely abolished. The North Indian
Vernaculars too received a great impetus from this movement
and some of the greatest and most renowned works in those
languages were the outcome of this Reformation.”

The great inaugurator of this Reformation was Swami
Ramanand. The date of his birth has not been ascertained
with any degree of certainty, but he is generally believed
to have flourished in the fourteenth century of the Christian
era The Ramanand Yashawali attached to Sita Ram Saran
Bhagwan Prashad's edition of the Bhakta Mal, however
sys that he was born on Magh Badi 7, 1356 V. E.
in Allahabad. His father Punyasadana was a Kanakubja
Brahman and his mother was SushilaZ He was originally
a Ramanujite monk and had travelled far and wide. His
pagalian or footprints are still an object of worship on
Mount Abu.

During his travels, Ramanand seems to have freely
mingled with teachérs of other creeds and formed new ideas
on religion and social observances. When he returned home,
his co-religionists and those who had previously lived with
him interrogated him as to his observance of caste-rules,
since his departure from them. It was found that his theol ogical
beliefs had altered in some respects and that he had relaxed
the severe caste-rules of the orthodox order. His brethren
of the order thereupon expelled him ; but his guru appears
to have felt some sympathy with him, for he authorised
him to found a sect of his own which he accordingly did.

" Ramanand went to Benares and there began to gather
disciples with whom he often held discourses on religious
topics. The philosophical and theological tenets of the new
faith, he preached, corresponded to a great extent to those
of Ramanuja, but he added to them a new gospel
of freedom of religious and social equality. He laid down
asarulethat all persons of any caste who accepted the
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tenets and principles of his sect, might eat and drink to-
gether irrespective of birth. All men who serve God are
equal. He thus threw his spiritual door wide open, admitted
disciples of all castes, and boldly announced thatjnan or
knowledge of God emancipated men from all bondage. He
caled his disciples the "liberated" (avadhuta), as he allowed
them, and they accepted, a liberal interpretation of Hindu
socid rules sanctioned by religion. At the same time, it
may be noted, Raman and vehemently opposed atheists and
those who boasted that they existed independently of God.
The following hymn of Ramanand occurring in the Adi
Granth reveals his characteristic mysticism and simplicity :—

Whither shall 1 go ? | am happy at home,
My heart will not go with me; it hath
become a cripple. '
One day | did have an inclination to go ;

| ground sandal, took distilled aloe-wood and
many perfumes,

And was proceeding to worship God in a temple,

When my guru showed me Brahma in my
heart.
Wherever | go, | find only water or stones,

But Thou 0 God ! art equally contained in
everything.
The Vedas and the JPuranas all have | seen and
searched.
Go thou thither, if God be not here.

0 True GurQ, | am a sacrifice unto Thee,

Who hast cut away all my perplexities and
doubts
Ramanand's Lord is the All-Pervading God.

The Guru's word cutteth away millions of
sins.
(Macauliffés ~ Skhism.)
From this isolated hymn which has come down to us it
is presumed that Ramanand discountenanced image worship.
Ramanandis of the present age, however, as found in Ayodhya
and elsewhere, are the greatest image worshippers of the
world, " Ramanand ", says Sir George Grierson, " was
the populariser of the worship of Rama." His famous dis-
ciple kabir succeeded in founding a still existing sect which
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has united the salient points of Muhammadanism and
Hinduism. Here we first touch upon the marvellous
catholicity of sentiment of which the key note was struck
by Ramanand, which isvisible in the doctrines of all his
successors, and which reached its truest light in the lofty
teachings of Tulsidas two centuries later. The worship of
the deified prince of Audh and the loving adoration of Sita,
the perfect wife and the perfect mother, have developed
naturally into a doctrine of eclecticism in its best form, a
doctrine, which while teaching the infinite vilenees of
mankind before the Infinitely Good, yet sees good in every-
thing that He has created, and condemns no religion and
no system of philosophy as utterly bad that inculcates,
' Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with al thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all
thy mind ; and thy neighbour as thyself."—

The influence of Ramanand over the present religions
of India has been enormous. The teachings of Kabir and
Raidas were accepted by innumerable saints such as Dadu,
Charandas, and others, and without any intention of offend-
ing the Sikhs | can say with confidence by Guru Nanak also.
Kabir's sakhis, saloks, and pads find a prominent place
in the Granth Sahib and it is said that when Guru Nanak
was once questioned by a Musalman he replied in the words
of Kabir showing that lie was a student and an admirer of
his predecessor. The followers of Nanak acknowledge
themselves to be idol-breakers. Are we therefore to presume
that Swaini Ramanand's teachings in this part of the country
so deteriorated that his followers relapsed to the old practices.
Before however discussing this point | would give two
extracts from the article " Hinduism and Image worship "
by Mahamahopadhya Dr. Ganga Nath Jha, published in the
Hindustan Review of June, 1920.

" Says a well-known text :

" For the benefit of the aspirants, forms have been
assumed for the Formless, Absolute." This means that each
man assumes for his object of'reverence that form which
inspires him most easily with the greatest reverence and
devotion. And as the hearts of men are diverse, the forms
worshipped by them must needs be diverse aso. To some
men nothing can appeal so strongly as something that
they can touch and feel and which they find capable of
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supplying their needs. These men will naturally worship, eg.,
rivers, mountains, trees, as aso the sun and the moon.
Men whose minds are capable of soaring above the purely
physical, begin to realise the presence of some Force or
rower behind what they sse and touch ; this Force being
endowed with potencies that explain the several effects that
man comes across in his daily life. The first division of
these Powers was into the Powers of the sky, of mid-air and
of the earth. To the sky belong the sun and the moon ;
to the mid-air, Indra, the lord of the atmosphere, and to the
earth, the Agni, Fire. To these invisible powers the
worshipper finds it necessary to import Rome form, as he
is not sufficiently advanced to fix his attention upon a purely
formless Being. What this assumed form will be, depends
upon the idiosyncracy of the individual worshipper. For
the Hindu, for whom parents and masters are the nearest
objects of reverence and devotion, and aso the fittest re-
presentatives of the universal creator, what is more natural
than that he should think of the Invisible Power in the
human form ; but with a view to indicate and account for
the greater potencies of the powers, he comes to attribute
to the figure a larger number of hands and eyes and so
forth. Thisis why we find all the more important gods
of the Hindus described as having four arms and three
eyes. This process has been caled the ' first philosophy of
the human race ' ; and " this by no means artificial or the
work of any one .individual only ; it was suggested by
nature herself."

" The Teacher aso, when he advises the man to worship
the image, does not give a wrong teaching ; in fact he does
what every experienced teacher of any subject would do.
Every teacher adapts his teachings to the capacity of his
pupil. If the pupil is a beginner, the principles of the
subject are put before him in a crude form ; and it is only
when he advances that he is brought face to face with the
further niceties of the science.  Similarly, so long as the
mind of the devotee is not sufficiently trained, and it cannot
grasp anything beyond the reach of the senses, the intelli-
gent teacher will naturally confine the teaching to such objects
alone ; and will only gradually take the pupil higher and
higher by slow degrees, until he finds him fully able to
grasp the ultimate reality ; when dropping off all the thea-
tres of ignorance, the man soars aloft into the regions of
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the Absolute, and becomes imaged in His primeval essence ;
the drop returns, to the placid ocean and all is quiet and
peace ; the soul has found its haven."

The only way, therefore, to explain this divergence
between the present two representatives of Ramanand's
creed, is to presume that Ramanand like a true Jogi was
indifferent to either kind of worship. He proclaimed to
the world that Rama and Rama aone was the Representa-
tive of God on earth in His glory and the name Rama in
place of Ishvvar or Brahma has been adopted ever since as
a synonym for God even by those who do not believe him to
be the son of Dasartha or even an incarnation. The crusade
against idolatory was started by the Musalmai] brain of
Kabir who could* not- shake off his Musalman propensities and
was followed by Guru Nanak whose works show that he had
a greater knowledge of Persian than of Sanskrit. In the
extract from Ananya appended to this book the teacher has
shown under what circumstances the hhakta can instal an
image and the credit of showing the futility of image
worship does not therefore belong exclusively to reformers
with political ams and Musalman bias. Swami Ramanand
among other things seems to have anticipated the present
cow-killing riots, the originators of which are mostly low
caste Hindus who have embraced Islam and who even before
conversion had no repugnance to beef. He amed at the
elevation of depressed classes and therefore as a first step
admitted in his discipleship the chamar Raidas, the
Mohammadan julaha Kabir, the barber Sena and the
butcher Sadhna, the lowest of the low in the scde of the
Hindu society and all these are now worshipped as the
greatest saints all over the country, thus proving the
truth of the adage,

mmﬁmﬂs
g #r v} SraR wr AW

His other disciples were Anantanand, Sukhanand
Sursuranand, Padmavati, Narhayanand, Pipa, Bhawanand
and Sursari.
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HINDI SELECTIONS 1-G
2. KABIR.

We have already mentioned in the note on Raman and
that the scheme of a universal religion had been the dream
of the Hindu reformers and the text of wandering preachers
throughout India during the fourteenth century. The
vernaculars of Northern India, received a great impetus
from this movement ; and some of the greatest and most re-
nowned works in Hindi literature were the outcome of this
Reformation.

Kabir was one of first disciples of Ramfmand. His
fearless and yet humble advocacy of truth and his profound
mystic poems and utterances make him a most prominent
figure in this mediaeval movement and his influence over
his contemporaries and successors seems to have been
unbounded.

According to the editor of the Bhaktamal, Kabir was born
in 1451 V. E. (1394 A.D.). Many legends are still afloat
about his birth and parentage, but none can be safely relied
upon, Traditions goto prove that he was the son of avirgin
Brahmin widow, who exposed him in order to avoid the
odium of society. The child was picked up in Labartara,
a pond near Benares, by Nima, wife of Nuri, a
Musalman weaver. They brought him up as their own
child and a legend goes on to say that the Qazi was in due
course requisitioned to give the child a name. The Quran
was opened and a lot was cast. The word Kabir which
means great in Arabic language was the first that presented
itself and the name was accordingly given to the child.

The traditions current about him, are amost unanimous
on the point that Kabir, although nurtured in a Mohammadan
family, was born of a Hindu mother. Very little is known
about his early training and the way in which his spiritual
genius was kindled. He seems to have been of a contem-
plative turn of mind from his very childhood, and often
surprised his parents and neighbours by his queer acts of
love and charity and even by the occasiona “exhibition of
his protestant spirit. He, nevertheless, ssems to have
followed his trade and at the same time mixed with holy
men and mendicants. ‘

For some time he remained without a guru. He had
heard the name and fame of Ramanand and had cherished
a great desire to sit at the feet of the great reformer, but
there stood a great difficulty in the way of his getting
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himself accepted as his disciple. He himself was a
Mahomedan ; while his would-be guru was a Hindu and
would, therefore, very naturally feel the greatest repugn-
ance in making him a disciple. In order to obviate
this difficulty, Kabir hit upon a strange expedient. He
knew that Ramanand went every day to bathe in the
Ganges in the dark hours of the morning. Hetherefore, one
day concealed himself in the flight of steps that led down
from the steep bank of the river to its waters and along
which the latter would be sure to pass in order to take his
accustomed dip. It so happened that, while descending the
flight of steps, the would-be guru unwittingly trod upon
Kabir's body and cried out in bewilderment, " Rama! Rama!"
that being the name of the deity whom he worshipped as
the incarnation of God. . Thereupon Kabir declared that he
had received the mantra of initiation from the lips of his
master and had thereby been admitted into discipleship.”

¥ OF q B U CORTy

The Bhaktamal says that Ramanand sent for him and
putting a screen between, asked Kabir how he claimed to
have been initiated by him. Kabir replied that the holy
name of Rama was the greatest mantra and that he had
heard it from Ramanand's lips and that nothing more was
wanted. = Ramanand was pleased and recognised him as his
chela. This fact is recorded in a supposed conversation
between Gorakhdas and Kabir, in which Kabir replies in
the following terms :—

" | became suddenly revealed in Benares and Ramanand
illumined me,"

Whatever may be the truth of the story, we areinclined
to think that as one of the first acts of his mission,
Ramanand readily admitted Kabir in his church, as he did
Raidas, a chamar, Sena a barber, and Sadhna, a butcher.

" Kabir " says Evelyn Underbill never adopted the
life of the profession, an ascetic or retired from the world,
in order to devote himself to bodily mortifications and the
exclusive pursuit of contemplative life. Side by side with
hisinterior life of devotion, its artistic expression in music
and words—for he was a skilled musician aswell as a poet—
he lived the sane and diligent life of the oriental craftsman.
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Like Paul the tent-maker, Boehoeme the cobbler, Bunyan
the tinker, Tersteegen the ribbon maker, he knew how
to combine vision and industry ; the works of his hands
helped rather than hindered the impassioned meditation
of his heart. Hating mere bodily austerities, he was no
ascetic, but a married man, the father of a family—acircum-
stance which Hindu legends of the monastic type vainly
attempt to conceal or explain—and it was from out of the
heart of the common life that he sang his rapturous lyrics
of divine love. Here his words corroborate the traditional
story of hislife. Again and again he extols the family
life of home, the value and reality of diurnal existence,
with its opportunities for love and renunciation ; pouring
contempt upon the professional sanctity of the yogi who
has a great beard and matted locks, and looks like a goat
and on all who think it necessary to flee a world pervaded
by love, joy and beauty —the proper theatre of man's quest
in order to find that One Reality ' who has spread His form
of Love throughout all the world .

His preachings brought down the opposition of
Brahmans and this manifested itself in hatred and ill-will.

He was persecuted in various ways but every time he
was saved by the intervention of the Lord and Master whom
he served.

" A young courtezan was sent to tempt Kabir but like
the Magdalen of Biblical story, was converted by her sudden
encounter with the initiate of a higher love." "

Nevertheless there is no reason to believe that his persecu-
tion compelled him to leave Benares. The current saying,

It wuiT wiEt a2 v uafe st AR

Jo Kabir kas tarai to Ramahi kaun nihora. " if Kabir
should attain beatitude by dying in Benares, what is there
to be grateful to God,"

alludes evidently to the popular belief that death in
Benares secures beatitude. Kabir's ideal was much higher.
For atrue lover of the Lord, every bit of the earth is as
sacred as Benares. He therefore removed to Mag-har in
Basti district, and there he died, in the year 1518 A. D.

It is said that both Hindus and Musalmans fought for
his dead-body. Hindus wanted to cremate it while Mu-
salmans desired to bury it. Kabir himself appeared before

2
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them and asked them to lift the shroud and look beneath.
This they did and to their great astonishment they found
a heap of flowers, half of which was buried by the Musal-
mans at Mag-har and the other half was taken by Hindus
to Benares and burnt,—a fitting conclusion to a life which
had made fragrant the most beautiful doctrines of the
two great creeds.

Kabir's teachings have exercised a profound influence
upon the lives and thoughts of the people of Northern India.
His songs are chanted even at the present day 'by many
a wandering ascetic and roving minstrel and listened to
with rapt attention by crowds of admiring hearers, through-
out the countryside in Northern India.

Nanak was his contemporary and seems to have studied
his works. In fact the influence of Kabir over the teaching
of the great reformer of the Punjab was so patent that
shortly after Nanak's death, a schism in the religion preach-
ed by him, openly declared Nanak to have been a disciple of
Kabir. The reply given by Nanak to the Moulvi in Mecca
was in the words of Kabir. His successors aso on more
than one occason quoted Kabir and Kabir's shabds and
saloks (sakhis) find a prominent place in the Granth Sahib.

Kabir's Religion and Poetry.

" The main doctrines of Kabir's creed were, as might
have been seen already, based on the current Vaishnavite
philosophy and religion. In his hands, however, those doctrines
were purged of all theological obscurity and reasoning and
propounded with a beauty and mystic poetry unrivalled in
that mediaeval epoch.’

Speaking of Kabir's concept of God, Evelyn Underhill
Says \—

" These (Kabir and other mystics) have resolved the
perpetual  opposition  between the  personal and
impersonal, the transcendent and immanent, static and
dynamic aspects of the Divine Nature ; between
the Absolute philosophy and the " sure, true Friend " of
devotional religion. They have done this, not by taking
these apparently incompatible aspects one after the other ;
but by ascending to a height of spiritual intuition at which
they are, as Ruysbroeck said, " melted and merged in the
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Unity ", and perceived asthe completing opposites of a

Perfect Whole ... .. God is here felt to be not the fina

abstraction, but the one actuality. He inspires, supports,

indeed inhabits, both the durational, conditional, finite world

of Becoming and the unconditioned, nonsuccessional, infinite

world of Being ; yet utterly transcends them both. He is

the Omnipresent Reality, the " All Pervading " within whom

" the worlds are being told like beads” In His persona

aspect, He is the " beloved Fakir " teaching and companion-

ing each soul. Considered as Immanent Spirit, He is " the

mind within the mind," ... The need felt by Kabir for

both these ways of describing Reality is a proof of the
richness and balance of his spiritual experience ; which

neither cosmic nor anthropomorphic symbols, taken alone,

could express. More absolute than the Absolute, more
personal than the human mind, Brahma therefore exceeds
whilst He includes all the concepts of philosophy, all the
passionate fount of energy, the source of life and love,

the unique satisfaction of desire. His creative word is the
Om or " Everlasting yea" The negative philosophy,

which strips from the Diviue Nature all its attributes and

—defining Him only by that which He is not—reduces
Him to an " Emptiness " is abhorrent to this most vital of

poets. " Brahma,” he says, "may never be found in abstrac- -
tions. He is the One Love who pervadeB the world, discerned

in His fulness only by the eye of love ; and those, who know

Him thus share, though they may never tell, the joyous and

ineffable secret of the Universe."

Various collections of his works have appeared. The
Second Triennial report of Search of Hindi Manuscriptsgives
the following : —

1. Agadha Mangold, on the practice of yoga.
2. Aksara Bheda Ki Ramaim, on spiritual knowledge.
3. Aksara Khanda Ki Ramaini, on spiritual precepts.
4.  Alif Nama | Ditto ditto.
5. Alif Nama 1l Ditto ditto.
6. Anuragasagara, on spiritual precepts, manuscript
dated 1790 A. D. :
7. Arznama Kabir a A'a, or hymns of praises.

8. Arati Kabira Krita, on the way of worshipping the
religious preceptor by waving light round his head*
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Balakha ki paija, a dialogue between Kabir and
Sah Balakha, who was probably some Mohammadan
Saint.

Bara Masi, on spiritual knowledge.

Bhakti' Ka Anga, the effect of devotioa.

Bijaka Kabira Ka, on spiritual knowledge. (Well
known).

Chappai Kabira Ka, about devotees.

Chauka para ki Ramaini, religious precepts.
Chautisa Kabira Ka. Ditto.

Gosti Gorakha Kabira Ki, being a spiritual dialogue
between Gorakha and Kabira.

Jnana Chautisa, on spiritual knowledge.

Jnana Sagara Ditto.

Jnana Gudari Ditto.

Jnana Sarodaya, on the principles of music and
spiritual knowledge.

Kabir, Gorakha Ki Gosti, manuscript dated 1813
A.D.

Kabiraji Ki Sakhi, subject as No. (16) but distinct
fromit, (well-known) on spiritual knowledge.
Kabira Astaka, in praise of the Almighty.

Karma Kanda Ki Ramaini, on spiritual precepts.
Mangla Sabda, on praises of God.

Mohammad Bodha or a dialogue between Kabir
and the prophet, Mohamet.

Nama Mahatama | or the greatness of the Lord's
name.

Nama Mahatama |1 as above, but distinct.

Piya Pahichanabe Ko Anga, on spiritual know-
ledge. '
Pukara Kabira Krita, hymns of God.

Saba Aloha Dhuka, or spiritual precepts.

Sabda Raga Gauri aura raga Bhairava, on
spiritual knowledge.

Sabda Raga Kafi aura raga phagua as above.
Sadha Ko Anga, an account of devotees and de
votion.

Satsanga Ko Anga, the advantages of good
company.

Svansa Gunjara, on the way to test the breath,
manuscript dated 1789 A. D.

Tisa Jantra, on spiritual knowledge.

Janma Bodha do.
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39. Kabira Sahib Ki Bani, manuscript dated 1898
A.D.

40. Makhona Khanda Chauntisa, on spiritual knowledge,
devotion and morality.

41. Nirbhai Jnana, manuscript dated 1888 A. D. on
spiritual knowledge.

42. Rekhata, manuscript dated 1904 A. I)., in praise
of religious precepts and on spiritual knowledge.

. 43. Sat Nama or Sab Kabira, on spiritual knowledge.
44. Jnana Sambodha, on the greatness of saints.

" A glance at the above 44 works, all of which are
attributed to Kabira Das, and must suggest to a critical
reader that at least some of them (as for example Nos.
16,21,26) cannot possibly be kabir's works. In any case
it would be preposterous to contend seriously that a real
dialogue took place between Mohamet, the prophet of Islam
and Kabira Das. Even Gorakha Nath flourished more than
a century before Kabira and the two probably never lived
together."

We agree with the writer of the report. A collection
obtained for me by Babu Jaganmohan Varraa from Mag-har
throws considerable doubt on the genuineness of many of
the sakhis attributed to him. The fact appears to me that
the successors of Kabir like those of Nanak adopted the
name of Kabir and added it to their own compositions.

In these provinces Kabir is famous for his innuendoes
(Kabir ka ulta) which are unintelligible to the ordinary
reader. | have therefore appended to the first three extract
the commentary by Maharg Viswanath Sinha of Rewa.
It is evidently on Vaishnava lines, but is much more in-
telligible than the commentary written by followers of hissect.
The Sakhis at the end are taken from the excellent collec'
tion printed by the Belvedere Press, Allahabad, with the
kind permission of the proprietor.

| have only to add that there ismuch in Kabir's teachings to
show that in spite of all that has been said the Satyaloka and
Chaitanyadesh of Kabir Panthis is identical with " Saket" of
Vaishnavas, Saket being particulary mentioned in one of the
stanzas quoted and Kabir's conception of God and bhakti in
only a variant of the Vaishnava doctrines.

Printed by BAMZAN AL SHAH at the National Press Allahabad:
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