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PREFACE

This publication gives in Telugu the story of Sri
Rama’s Asvamedhayaga (Horse-sacrifice) during Sita’s
exile in the hermitage of Sage Valmiki. The story as
found here, namely, the Victorious fight of LAVA
and KUSA the sons of Rama, with Satrughna and his
troops who were guarding the sacred horse dedicated
for the sacrifice, and their later victory over Laksh-
mana, Bharata and Rama himself, all without
recognising one another, do not form part of the
story in the Uttarakanda of Valmiki’s Ramayana.
This is found in the Jaimini Bharata, an Upapurana
in Sanskrit.

There is a Telugu version of Jaimini Bharata in
the form of a Prabandha kavya by Pina Viranna. But
the author of the present work follows the original
work in Sanskrit except in one or two minor parti-
culars.

The present work is a Dvipada Kavya and the
style is ornate with plenty of colourful descriptions,
and a freo use of Sanskrit compunds. The name of the
author is found in the introductory part of the work
with a short note about his ancestory. RAMARAYA
the author isthe son of Oubhalamantri of Lavanuru,
and the resident of the village Nandanagara Agrahara.
He calls himself an adept in Sangita & Sahitya, and
refers to his brothers Siddhana Mantri and Singa-
naraya, and to his preceptor Vinjamoori Tirumala-
charya. But the period to which the author belonged
is not traceable from the details given, as there is no
reference in them to any King, or well-known patron
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or well-known poet. From the style, we can assign the
author to a date not later than the 16th century.

There appears to be no other Dvipada Kavya
dealing with the same subject. This edition is based
on three manuscripts of the work preserved in the
Saraswathi Mahal Library, viz. M. 240, 241, and 242
(D. 296, 297, 298). The first manuscript contains the
full text but not the introductory verses. The 2nd
manuscript opens with the introduction but is incom-
plete at the end. The first few leaves are however
in a very damaged condition. The third manuscript
wants a portion at the begining, including a portion of
the text. All the 3 manuscripts have therefore been
drawn upon for eiditing this work. There are 3
manuscripts of this work in the Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras ; but they are found to be mere copies
of the 3 manuscripts of this Library. The lacunae
that are found in the introduction could not therefore
be filled in.

The Editor Mr. V. Sundara Sarma, Telugu
Pandit of our Library, has edited the work with an
indroduction and has spared no pains in getting at the
correct text. Our thanks are due to him for his
services.

Our grateful thanks are due to the Government
of Madras for their liberal grants that have enabled us
to publish this and other valuable manuscripts, of the
Library,

Saraswathi Mahal Library, } S. GOPALAN,
Tanjore, 9-2-1951. Honorary Secretary.
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