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INTERNATIONAL
AFFAIRS






THE UNITED NATIONS DAY*

24 October, 1953

N this, the United Nations Day, it is the
O privilege of the member Governments of this
organization to inform the peoples of the World of
the aims and achievements of the United Nations
and to gain their support for it. The aims are stated
in the Preamble of the Charter signed at San
Francisco on the 26th day of June, 1945. It reads:

We, the peoples of the United Nations,determined to save
succeeding generations from the scourge of War, which
twice in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to man-
kind, and to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights,
....and to establish conditions under which justice and
respect for the obligations arising from treaties and of other
sources of international law can be maintained....have
resolved to combine our efforts to accomplish these aims.

The United Nations was established for the pro-
motion of these objectives.

We rejoice that there is an institution like the
United Nations, for it is the symbol and hope of the
new world, of the light dawning beyond the clouds,
clouds piled up by our past patterns of behaviour,
past ways of speaking, judging and acting, which do
not answer to the deep desire of the peoples of the
world for peace and progress. We owe it to ourselves

* Broadcast from All India Radio
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to find out why the light does not spread and dis-
perse the darkness, why the sky is still clouded by
fear and suspicion, hate and bitterness.

If we look at the international scene where the
major Powers seem to be engaged in the initial skir-
mishes that can grow into a full war, where they
are striving for strategic bases, bidding for allies,
encouraging subversive movements in the ranks of
their opponents, we feel greatly depressed and dis-
turbed. Individuals can debase individuals but
Governments which base their policies on power and
opportunism can brutalize whole peoples. We can-
not go on piling armaments indefinitely and condi-
tioning men’s minds for war without exposing our-
selves to the risk of war. Either there will be an
explosion of a devastating character or we have to
settle down, join hands and prepare for an age of
peace and prosperity for all. The latter can happen
only if the signatories to the Charter earnestly and
honestly apply the principles of the United Nations
in their internal and external policies.

The services rendered by the United Nations in
regard to the problems of Palestine, Indonesia,
Kashmir and Korea are well known. The high qua-
lity of work of the specialized agencies, especially in
the matter of raising the standards of health and
education in the world, cannot be underestimated.
In spite of these valuable achievements, the United
Nations is losing moral authority. There is a general
impression that its history since its inception has
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been one of failure and feebleness, of distortion of its
original purpose, of violation of solemn resolutions.

The State Governments in spite of their member-
ship of the United Nations are more nationalistic
than international-minded. The growing nationa-
lism of the free nations of the world comes from fear
and insecurity. If internationalism brings security,
it will remove fear, but little is done to remove the
sense of insecurity and fear.

As for the unfree nations of Asia and Africa, their
movements for political liberation cannot be by-
passed. These resurgent peoples have traditions
which are old though their political ambitions are
new. They are sensitive and proud though they are
weak and subject, poor and hungry. Their passion
for freedom from foreign domination increases with
resistance to it. The advantages of internationalism
cannot be realized by those who suffer from the
bitterness of bondage. By refusing to sympathize
and assist the movements for freedom, we build up
a legacy of resentment in the minds of the colonial
peoples towards those whom they rightly or wrongly
identify with their oppressors. The leading nations
of the United Nations should use their influence not
to maintain the status quo in colonial countries, but
to make the United Nations an instrument for
peaceful change. If we support colonial systems,
corrupt, unrepresentative administrations which
violate human rights and practise out of date feudal
economies, and if this support takes the form of
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military assistance, the danger to world peace be-
comes extremely grave.

If the Declaration of Human Rights is not to lose
its meaning, if it is not to be dismissed as a mere
scrap of paper, the United Nations should not com-
promise with its own ideals. The bitterness of people
who are victims of racial segregation is mounting.
Though the racially oppressed may not engage in
an open war with their oppressors who have supe-
rior scientific armoury, we cannot expect them to
love their oppressors. Recent investigations by the
UNEscO indicate that there is no innate racial superi-
ority, or inborn antagonism between races. There
are no magic solutions to race problems, but apar-
theid is no answer. We must promote respect and
friendship among the people of all races and
exploitation of none.

There is an impression that the United Nations is
no longer an international body which acts inde-
pendently. The conflict of power groups dominates
its activities. Under its auspices a campaign of abuse
and vilification which breeds fear, hatred and
enmity, goes on. Diplomacy by threats of reprisals
is seldom an efficacious means of conducting nego-
tiations between sovereign States. We need not
assume that other people who profess other ideas
are quite different from or are more wicked than
ourselves. Fundamentally we are all very much
alike. In Soviet Russia the State is highly organized
and opposition to it is ruthlessly suppressed. We may
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not agree with the materialist basis of communism
or the missionary zeal with which it is enforced. But
in countries where communism is accepted, it has
meant education, opportunity and living condi-
tions, which, if hard, are not harsher than those
which prevailed previously. The communists recog-
nize the necessity for radical social reorganizationin
countries where abject poverty and selfish luxury
exist side by side. To talk to the starving peasant or
the oppressed worker about personal freedom and
civil liberties does not make much sense. He cannot
be expected to prefer the democrat who, having
apparently ignored his distress or exploited his
labour in the past, now tells him to wait for an un-
dated future before his lot is improved. Fear of
communism has led us to a distorted view of the
world situation and the forces at work in modern
society. The valuable allies of communism are the
conservative States and reactionary individuals who
struggle against political freedom, social equality
and economic progress of the oppressed millions of
the world. The attraction of communism to the
starving and subject peoples will greatly diminish if
democracy takes itself seriously and sacrificially.
There is a Scandinavian saying that the Supreme
Court is always right even when it is wrong. Self-
righteousness is our deepest spiritual malady, the
belief that we have the whole truth and those who
differ from us are not only wrong but wicked. In a
moving world we must not cling to frozen attitudes.
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We should not become prisoners of our own in-
flexible policies. Orthodoxy is not necessarily a test
of integrity. ‘Judge not, that ye be not judged.’

The democratic method appeals to the Indian
mind with its long traditions of religion, non-
violence and individual freedom. We believe that it
will be possible for us to work amicably with those
from whom we may differ fundamentally in outlook
and method. The United Nations is intended to
help us to live in harmony with nations whose reli-
gion, politics and ways of thought are quite different
from our own. This is possible because we have a
common humanity and common interests. To build
up institutions of peace and substitute them for
those of war is a difficult job; it requires patience.
The need for understanding and tolerance is funda-
mental. Only by the persistent practice of these
qualities can we hope to substitute for the clumsy,
uncertain, cruel weapons of war, the methods of
reason and co-operation. We must meet abuse by
courtesy, obstruction by reasonableness, suspicion
and hatred by trust and goodwill. This is the only
way to change the heart of our opponents. This
attitude assumes that there is an element of good, a
spark of the Divine in every man, to which an appeal
may be made. If our aim is to devise ways to relax
tensions and not intensify the present Cold War, if
our policy is to live and let live and not exterminate
this or that way of life, we must ourselves show the
democratic spirit which we expect from others.
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Sir Winston Churchill, on June 5, 1946 said : ‘It
is better to have a world united than a world
divided; but it is also better to have a world divided
than a world destroyed.” For some time past he has
been pleading for a conference at the highest level
among the Great Powers. The door to the con-
ference room may well be the door to peace. Even
if we are sceptical about the intentions of our oppo-
nents, we owe it to the United Nations, of which we
are members, to understand them and change their
attitudes. The Soviet system is not immune to the
laws of change to which the rest of this troubled
world is subject. It is not impossible that the com-
munists will realize that while there are certain
material things without which we cannot live, there
are other moral and spiritual values without which
we do not care to live. When this happens, the
Communist system may democratize itself.

Righteous behaviour is the only sensible practical
politics. In this period of crisis and apprehension we
should not forget the basic principle of all religions
that the way to overcome evil is by doing good.

India by not aligning herself with either of the
Power groups, by not committing herself in advance
except to the interests of peace, democracy and
world society, hopes to make a small contribution
to the peaceful solution of the outstanding prob-
lems that divide the Powers today. India does not
believe that every nation should choose one side
or the other in the present Cold War. The United
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States of America should sympathize with this atti-
tude of many Asian nations, for she herself had a
long record of neutrality and non-involvement.

' India’s effort to serve as a bridge-builder has been
misunderstood and criticized by both sides, as
for instance, in Korea. A bridge, as Benes said on a
historic occasion, is likely to be trampled upon
by both sides alike.

We realize that the foundations of peace must be
laid with patient persistence and goodwill to all. It
is because we feel that the admission of the People’s
Government of China will strengthen the interests
of peace and make the United Nations more repre-
sentative than it is today, that we press for her ad-
mission. It will make for the universal membership
of the United Nations, reduce tension, restore hope
among the Chinese people.

Mankind is now in one of its rare moods of shift-
ing its outlook. The compulsion of tradition has lost
its force. Revolution is not only in the air; it is in the
hearts of men. We must recreate and re-enact a
vision of the world based on the elements of rever-
ence, order and human dignity, without which no
society can be held together. The new world of
which the United Nations is a symbol may seem to
be a dream but it is better than the nightmare world
in which we live. To make this dream a reality, we
should do our utmost, without being deterred by
dlsappomtments We do not always ;undertake
things in the hope of succeeding. Itis bettcr to fail
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in a right cause that will ultimately triumph than
succeed in a wrong cause that will ultimately fail’.
Truth alone triumphs, not untruth. satyam eva jayate,
nanrtam.



VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES’ SENATE

17 November, 1954

R Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, Vice-President
D of India, presented the U.S. Senate on
November 17 with an ivory gavel on behalf of the
Rajya Sabha, the Upper House of India’s Parlia-
ment.

The Vice-President : The Chair has learned that a
distinguished visitor, Vice-President of India, is in
the Capitol. If the majority leader would like to
make a motion that the Senate take a recess, such a
motion will be entertained at this point.

Mr Knowland : Mr President, I move that the
Senate now stand in recess, subject to the call of the
Chair, so that it may receive a message from the
Vice-President of India.

The Vice-President : Before the motion is put, the
Chair will appoint the majority leader and the
minority leader to escort the Vice-President of India
from the office of the Vice-President to the rostrum
of the Senate.

The question now is on agreeing to the motion of
the Senator from California.

The motion was agreed to; and (at 2 o’clock and
14 minutes P.M.) the Senate took a recess, subject to
the call of the Chair.

The Senate being in recess, the Honourable
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Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, Vice-President of India,
escorted by the Committee appointed by the Vice-
President, consisting of Mr KnowrLanp and Mr
Jounson of Texas, entered the Chamber and took
the place assigned him on the rostrum in front of the
Vice-President’s desk.

The Vice-President : 1t is my pleasure to present to
the Members of the Senate and to our guests in the
galleries one of the world’s great scholars, the Pre-
siding Officer of our sister parliamentary body, the
Council of States of India, the Vice-President of
India. (Applause, Senators rising.)

Vice-President Radhakrishnan: Mr Vice-President
and Members of the Senate, it is a great honour to
have an opportunity to speak to the Members of
this world-famous Assembly. I appreciate it very
much, and I am grateful to you for giving me this
privilege. ‘

As your Vice-President just remarked, we have
taken quite a number of things from your Constitu-
tion; and one of these is the obligation of the Vice-
President of India to preside over the Rajya Sabha
or the Council of States, corresponding to your
Senate. In fact, not only this one thing was taken by
us from your Constitution, but quite a number of
other things were taken by us from it. Among them
is our statement of objectives—justice, freedom,
equality and fraternity. This statement echoes the
ringing words of Jefferson in the Declaration of
Independence :
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Thatall men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

These are not mere phrases of propaganda, but
they are products of a deep-felt faith which have
inspired millions, both inside and outside the United
States of America.

We, in India, became free in August 1947. We
remember with gratitude the sympathy and the
support we had from your Government and people
during the years of our struggle for independence.

When power was handed over to us, many per-
sons felt, and so stated, that we would not be able to
hold together; that our Civil Service would break
down; that with disorganization of the country,
there would be no law and order, and no security of
life and property. But these doubts have now been
dispelled. We have been able to hold the country
together. The Civil Service is working as efficiently
as it could. Law and order prevail. There is not a
part of the country in which the writ of the Govern-
ment does not run; and travellers from other coun-
tries visit our country and travel from one place
to another without any insecurity of life and pro-
perty.

But those doubts merely indicate the colossal
character of the task which faces our country. We
have 360 million people, and on our voters’ list we
have 170 million and in the last general election
nearly 106 million went to the polls. That will give
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you a measure of the immensity of the task which is
facing our country. We know that those who are
interested in this experiment of democracy will give
us their utmost sympathy and goodwill in our
attempts to develop a great democracy in India.

We realize that political freedom is not an end in
itself. It is a means to social equality and economic
justice. In the last letter which Jefferson ever wrote,
he said :

The mass of mankind was not born with saddles on their
backs, nor a favoured few booted and spurred, ready to
ride them legitimately by the grace of God.

The end of all governments is to give a status of
social equality and provide economic opportunity
for the common people. We, in our country, are now
engaged in the enterprise of effecting a social and
economic revolution. The word ‘revolution’ need
not scare us. It does not mean barricades and blood-
shed. It means only speedy and drastic changes. We
are interested not only in our objectives, but in our
methods; not only in what we achieve, but in how
we achieve. Through peaceful, constitutional pro-
cesses we won our independence and integrated our
country; and now we are striving to raise the
material standards of our people. Even if these
methods are slow and cumbrous—we hope they will
be speedy and effective—even if we meet defeat in
our attempt to replace force by persuasion, the poli-
tics of power by the politics of brotherhood, we are
convinced that the defeat will be only temporary,
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for goodness is rooted in the nature of things; kind-
ness and love are as contagious as unkindness and
hate.

Our past traditions and our recent history de-
monstrate that lasting results are achieved by peace-
ful methods. We must not cut the knots with the
sword, but we must have the patience to untie them.
In this atomic age we feel that it is foolish, if not
dangerous, to fall short of patience and a sense of
proportion.

No society is static; no law is unchanging; and no
constitution is permanent. Given time and patience,
radical changes may happen both in human nature
and in systems of society which reflect human
nature.

When my Government asked me to present this
gavel to you, Mr Vice-President, I looked up some
references on the subject. The Freemason’s Monitor of
1812 contains the following passage :

The common gavel is an instrument made use of by opera-
tive masons to break off the corners of rough stones, the
better to fit them for the builder’s use; but we, as Free and
Accepted Masons, are taught to make use of it for the

more noble and glorious purpose of divesting our minds
and consciences of all the vices.

The gavel is used by masons to chisel off round
corners. To build a statue out of rough stone was the
work of the gavel. Human nature is the raw mate-
rial. It is as yet unfinished and incomplete. To inte-
grate human nature, this gavel is being used. It is
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for the purpose of breeding and training good, disci-
plined men. That is the purpose of the gavel.

On behalf of the young democracy of India and of
the Rajya Sabha, I have the honour and the plea-
sure to present to you, Mr Vice-President, this
gavel, in the earnest hope that the legislators of the
Senate will discuss all problems, national and inter-
national, with calmness and composure, with free-
dom from passion and prejudice, with the one
supreme object of serving your great people and the
human race. May this gavel serve as a symbol to
strengthen the bonds between our two countries and
to promote co-operation, understanding, and friend-
ship between our two peoples. (Applause, Senators
rising.)

The Vice-President: Mr Vice-President of India,
Members of the Senate, and guests of the Senate,
the Chair believes that our guests in the galleries, as
well as Members of the Senate, will be interested in
a little history concerning the two gavels which the
occupant of the Chair now holds in his hands. The
one on the right is the gavel which, according to
tradition, has been used in the Senate since 1789. It
is 165 years old. It is made of ivory capped with
silver. The Chair does not know whether it was be-
cause the gavel was used more frequently than usual
during the previous session of the Senate, or because
the previous session of the Senate was perhaps a
somewhat longer one. However, it began to come
apart toward the close of the session.
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As a result, the Sergeant at Arms of the Senate set
about to find a new gavel. The problem was to find
a piece of ivory large enough from which to carve a
gavel similar to the one which the Senate had tradi-
tionally used. He was unable to find the proper sized
piece of ivory through the usual commercial sources,
and consequently he contacted the Commercial
Attaché of the Embassy of the Government of India.
From there on, however, the matter was out of his
hands. They not only furnished the piece of ivory,
but they furnished the gavel, which the Vice-Presi-
dent of India has presented to the Senate today.

For the benefit of those who have been in the gal-
leries in the past, and those who will be there in the
future, we shall place the old gavel, which no longer
can be used because it is coming apart, in a box
which will be kept on the Senate rostrum while the
Senate is in session. We shall use in its place the
gavel of solid ivory which has been presented to us,
it seems to me quite significantly and appropriately,
by the largest democracy in the world, through the
Vice-President, the Presiding Officer of our sister
parliamentary body in India.

The Chair is sure that Senators would like to hear
responses from the majority leader and the minority
leader to the remarks of the Vice-President of India.
(Applause)

Mr Knowland : Mr President, Mr Vice-President,
I know that I speak for Members of the United
States’ Senate when we extend to you a warm
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greeting. You come to us from one of the newest
free governments in the world, and also the largest
free government in the world, to this Republic of
the United States of America. I know that you
will extend to your colleagues over whom you
preside in your country our appreciation of their
thoughtfulness in sending us this gavel, which our
Presiding Officers will use in the sessions of the
Senate of the United States.

The people and the Government of the United
States have an earnest desire to live in cordial
friendship with the great nation of India. We have
different problems. Our history has been somewhat
different from that of India; yet we, too, sprang from
a colonial period. We knew what it was to win our
freedom, and we are proud of that freedom as we
know your own great country is proud of its free-
dom. We have recognized our responsibilities in
helping to maintain a free world of free men. We
know that your great country is no less interested
in furthering the effort to maintain a free world of
frec men.

This is not your first visit to our country. You are
no stranger here. When you go back to India you
will carry with you the friendship and affection of
the people of our country for yourself as well as for
your country. This affection is expressed in the
unanimous voice of the Senate of the United States.

The Vice-President : The Senator from Texas (Mr
Johnson) will respond for the minority.
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Mr Fohnson of Texas: Mr President, Mr Vice-
President, and my colleagues in the Senate, it is a
great pleasure to have you, Mr Radhakrishnan,
with us today. Your nation is rich in history, and has
made numerous contributions to the culture of the
world which are real and enduring. As we go down
the road in this critical hour, searching for the peace
and prosperity so necessary to free civilization, we
trust that we can march together in a spirit of
friendship and mutual trust and confidence. It is
good to have you come among us. (4pplause)

The Vice-President : The Chair is sure that Mem-
bers of the Senate would like to greet the Vice-
President of India personally. Therefore the recess
will continue until Members of the Senate have had
that opportunity.

Thereupon Vice-President Radhakrishnan took
his place on the floor of the Senate, in front of the
rostrum, and was greeted by Members of the
Senate, after which he retired from the Chamber.



INDIA AND YUGOSLAVIA*

sHouLD like to express to you at the outset our

deep gratitude for your kindness in coming here
and consenting to address the Members of Parlia-
ment. I should also like to take this opportunity to
express to you, on behalf of the Members of Parlia-
ment who represent the people of India, and, on
my own behalf, our most cordial greetings and good
wishes to you, your colleagues of the Government
and to the people of Yugoslavia.

Histories generally describe—wrongly I think—a
series of dull, barren, listless troop movements or a se-
ries of diplomatic shufflings, suggesting, so to say, that
man is all savage, greedy,cunningand always fighting
one with another. There is another'side to human
nature, expressing itself in song and dance, art and
architecture, philosophy and culture, in manners and
customs. They also determine the course of history.
The spirit of the age and the genius that focuses these
arethetwo elemental facts of the progress of all history.

Our age is characterized by three things, if I may
say so: craving for political freedom, socialist re-
construction of society and international peace.

You, Sir, voiced the dream of your country for
these three great ideals which are agitating, not only
Europe and America, but the whole East from

* Speeches on the occasion of President Tito’s Address to
the Members of Parliament, 21 December, 1954
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Egypt to Japan. Your country attained liberation
from imperial domination in 1918 after the First
World War. Again it suffered in the Second World
War and now it attained independence under your
distinguished leadership. You have saved the inte-
grity of the country and protected its independence
from dangers, internal and external.

We prize our liberty which we recently won. We
also seek unity of our country. We are trying to
resist all the forces that weaken the sense of unity
and are attempting to weld this vast mass of huma-
nity into a corporate nation.

The second point is the socialist reconstruction
of society. You, Sir, have paid very generous tributes
to our multi-purpose projects and to our river valley
schemes by which we are striving to bring more
water to more land to feed more people. Please do
not imagine that we are satisfied with the progress
that we have made. We are chastened by the con-
sciousness of so many things that remain yet to be
done—the little done, the vast undone.

Though we aim at socialism—if I may call it—
ours is an ethical socialism based on consent, not on
coercion. We try to base our social structure, our
social and economic revolution, on the fundamental
human values. We believe that civilization is not
merely advance in technology or increase in wealth.
It is a state of mind, a form of society, a condition of
human relationships. It is that order of society
which we are trying to build up. We aim at not
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merely material rehabilitation, but social and cul-
tural rehabilitation. We are aware that we are vic-
tims of age-old prejudices and allegiances which we
are struggling to break down so as to build a more
decent society in this country.

The third thing is international peace. It is today
democracy that is on trial. We cannot build inter-
national peace so long as countries are under-deve-
loped, or fighting one with another for the develop-
ment of their own systems of society, political and
economic. If democracy is prepared to assist politi-
cally young, economically backward countries, the
reasons for mutual strife will diminish considerably.
We are happy that you, Sir, are advocating the
same ideals which we hold—political freedom for
all nations, economic development for all peoples
and friendship for all nations, whatever their ideo-
logies may be. You happen to live in a very impor-
tant age and your country occupies a very vital
position. Compulsions of geography and history,
leave alone the economic system, the racial composi-
tion of your people—all these provide you with
great opportunities of leadership in this world for
building up peace. We in our country are delighted
that you are with us here. This is because you are
adopting the same three ideals of political freedom,
economic justice and international peace.

We are waiting with keen anticipation to listen to
your address, my dear President.*

* Then followed the Address by President Tito
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Dr Radhakrishnan : Friends, we are indebted to
President Tito for the excellent exposition which he
has given us of the recent past of Yugoslavia and her
present position and policies. He has referred to a
number of different considerations.

On one thing, we are all united. Our objectives
are the economic betterment of the people. The
methods are determined by each country depending
upon its own history. The methods are optional
whereas the objectives are obligatory. Whether our
methods have succeeded or failed will be judged not
by our professions but by our achievements. There-
fore, we must be careful to see to it that we speed up
the pace of progress towards achievement of social
and economic justice among our people.

You, Sir, referred to the lack of universality so far
as the United Nations is concerned. Actually we
have recognized China. The Chinese Ministers met
the American Ministers at the Geneva Conference.
Now, the Secretary-General of the United Nations
is going to China. We weaken the position of the
United Nations by having these negotiations carried
on outside the United Nations, and not within its
auspices. We are completely at one with you when
you deplore the lack of universality so far as the
United Nations is concerned.

We again agree with your general stand in regard
to co-existence. Co-existence is not to be regarded
as some kind of a final settlement among the differ-
ent systems without any kind of change. Co-exist-
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ence means co-understanding, co-education, and
thereby we will be able to bring about changes
in the different systems. In other words, Yugoslavia
itself may alter its system; nothing is final in this
world. We are in a dynamic world and in this dyna-
mic world changes may take place by mutual
adjustment and accommodation.

I do not wish to give another lecture now. I wish
only to say that many problems are common to us
both and many of our ideals are also common.
Therefore, there is a large field for us—two nations
—coming from two distinct parts of the world to
co-operate and I assure you that in all these matters
we will give you our co-operation.

Dr Radhakrishnan : He wants to give you an idea
of how his own language is spoken. Now, we will
hear him speak.

President Tito (as interpreted) : Friends, I am very
thankful for the opportunity given to me to meet
you all and especially to meet the Chairman, Mr
Krishnan [Dr Radhakrishnan] and to speak about
problems of our development and about the prob-
lems of our foreign policies.

President Tito (as interpreted) : 1 should like to tell
you that we, the whole delegation, met here in your
country a welcome we could not have expected. I
should like from this place to extend through you to
the whole nation of India our heart-felt thanks for
the extraordinary warm welcome we have received
from you.



INDIA AND THE COMMONWEALTH*

AY I extend to you on behalf of the Members
M of Parliament a most cordial welcome ? As
a leading representative of a nation which has had
an intimate connection with us for nearly two
centuries you are specially welcome.

History is not a bare record of the past. It is not
what we remember, but what we choose to remem-
ber. We remember the political concepts of demo-
cracy, love of liberty, the spirit of compromise,
politics as the art of making the best of the inevi-
table, the impetus given to the study of our past
and the general awakening—intellectual, social
and cultural—and such other positive contri-
butions. Others we have elected to forget. So the
relations between our two countries are cordial
and friendly.

For centuries our relations with the outside world
were interrupted; now we have re-entered the
stream of world history. QOur Prime Minister
recently returned from the Commonwealth Prime
Ministers’ Conference. Commonwealth means for us
complete independence and informal association,
sharing of ideals, though not of allegiance, of pur-
poses though not of loyalties, common discussions
which lead to better understanding of our pro-

* Speech on the occasion of Sir Anthony Eden’s Address to
the Members of Parliament, 3 March, 1955
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blems and not binding decisions which restrict the
independence of the member States.

You have grown up with the chief events of our
generation—the First World War, the rise of Com-
munism, Fascism, Nazism, the Second World War
and now the Cold War. History does not seem to
give us any moments of relaxation. Look at the
problems in this morning’s papers: Korea, Indo-
China, Formosa, Gaza. In this age of nuclear
weapons our supreme necd is peace. To preserve it,
perpetual vigilance is essential, for any mad act of
any one nation may throw the world into confusion
and set it aflame. Man in the grip of fear is the most
dangerous enemy of man. To remove fear, to dissi-
pate misunderstanding, to shed off prejudice, to
make us feel that we are members one of another,
that is the call to our generation. I wish to assure
you that our Government and our people will give
whole-hearted and unstinted support to you in all
your attempts to allay tensions, to build bridges, to
search for peace and work for a future which is
beyond the present dreams of mankind if we are
wise enough to use the recent advances of science
for peaceful purposes.

This large and eager audience is waiting to hear
you.



INDIA AND EGYPT*

E are delighted to have with us today, the

Prime Minister of Egypt, Colonel Nasser
and the Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister of Afghanistan, His Royal Highness Sardar
Mahomed Naim Khan. We would like to express
to them and through them to their Governments
and peoples our best wishes for their peaceful
progress and prosperity.

When we think of these countries we have to
measure their life not by centuries but by millennia.
When we stand in the shadow of the great Pyramids
where Thucydides, Caesar, Napoleon and many
others stood, fifty centuries look down. Egypt
situated in Africa, lies on the threshold of Asia and
Europe, at the cross-roads of the world. The Pha-
raohs, the Persians, the Greeks, and the Macedo-
nians and the Romans ruled over her. In the
Christian era, Egypt was a Roman colony, then a
Christian settlement and after the Muslim conquest
and Arab migrations that followed, an Arab strong-
hold. Though Egypt suffered from external pres-
sures, her spirit was unbroken and she had her
freedom struggle along with ours and the names of
Makram, Arabi and Zaghlul are well known. She

* Speech on the occasion of the Addresses of Col. Nasser
and Sardar Mahomed Naim Khan to the Members of Parlia-
ment, 14 April, 1955
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has now emerged independent. It is one thing to
break down the old regime, it is another to build
the new. Political independence is only the clearing
of the decks. As in other countries of the East we
have on the one side monuments, tombs and ruins
and on the other poverty, filth, disease and destitu-
tion. The leaders of the revolution in Egypt are
addressing themselves to the task of lifting these
oppressive burdens from the shoulders of the people.
They are engaged in a social and human revolution
by which equitable distribution of land, industrial
progress, religious freedom and democratic liberties
are established. We are also engaged in the same
exciting adventure and so Egypt has our sympathy
and support as the recent treaty of friendship be-
tween India and Egypt illustrates.

Our relations with Afghanistan have been close
and intimate for centuries. There was a time when
India and Afghanistan formed parts of the same
cultural region. For a while Indian and Greek
sculpture fused in ancient Gandhara, the modern
Kandahar. Even today we find in Afghanistan many
relics of Indian culture and influence. Though she
has a different system of government, a constitu-
tional monarchy with two houses of parliament, she
is tackling the same problems of social reform and
economic progress. A revolution is not merely
liberation from external pressures; it is also a libera-
tion from inward obstacles and unholy prejudices.
It is a revolution in the minds and hearts of men.
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No nation can be built out of an agglomeration of
private rights and cynical egoisms where each man
is concerned only to do himself justice. An unclean
Government, economic discontent, and national
incoherence do not make for political stability. We
therefore need leaders who, without illwill or
hatred, without any love of power or personal ambi-
tion, strive to rcmove the scandalous conditions
which prevail. Moral strength and scientific progress
are the only answer to the present challenge.

To ensure the success of the revolution in Egypt,
in Afghanistan, in India and elsewhere in the East,
we need peace. We have similar urges, similar inter-
nal problems and similar external interests. That is
why there is so much fellow-feeling among us, that
is why we welcome you with such warmth and
fervently wish that the countries which made such
great contributions at the very dawn of history may
attain that unity and solidarity, may develop that
disciplined energy and sustained power which will
help to make Asia and the world rich. A rose which
adorns itself adorns the garden also.

A hard struggle awaits us. We want leaders who
will give the people fire and enthusiasm without
which ideas and ideals cannot be realized. We feel
that peace is the esscntial condition of economic
development and social progress in Asia and Africa.
Civilization is not something inborn or imperish-
able. It is a precarious thing, a delicate complex of
order and progress, culture and creation which has
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to be acquired anew by each generation. It may be
overthrown at any time by barbarians from within
or without. Human survival in this atomic age
depends on peace, on active international co-
operation. There is no alternative to it. That is why
we are alarmed at the language of anger, threats
and war preparations. It is time we control our
passions.

The Sphinx which we see by the side of the great
Pyramid near Cairo with a human head and a
lion’s body poses the problem which civilization has
yet to solve. It warns us against the brute in us, the
spirit of violence, the will for power, the instinct to
dominate, the spirit of secret pride, of collective
selfishness. There is a strain of irritability infecting
human nature, corrupting even the noblest souls.
Nietzsche tells us that deep down there is in us rapa-
city, ‘the splendid blond beast that stalks its prey
and prowls in search of victory’.! From time to timé,
the latent urge reappears, the animal emerges and
returns to the jungle. We are betrayed by what is
false in us. There is no point in liberating the intel-
lect if we do not liberate the heart and the con-
science. We need to tame the beast. Civilization is
the conquest of the animal nature by the spirit in
us. I do hope that in the discussions of international
relations at Bandung you will adopt peaceful
methods which will make for understanding.

1 The Genealogy of Morals, Vol. 1, No. 11
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MAY I express to you our great joy that you are
able to come here and spend a few days with

us ? We hope that you had a pleasant and useful
time in our country and saw something of our
struggles and aspirations.

For centuries our two countries have had similar
aims and ideals. Your very names remind us of those
times. Your music and dance, your village festivals
illustrate themes and stories which are familiar to
us. The very name of your airlines ‘Garuda’ is an
example of our long association.

Our recent history has been strikingly similar.
After years of struggle we emerged into indepen-
dence. That is only a step in our onward march, an
opportunity to shape our future and recreate a new
society. Gandhiji said that we wanted freedom for
the sake of the millions of India, to give them food,
clothes, homes and more than all, a sense of human
dignity and self-respect. Like us Indonesia is rich in
natural resources : oil, gold, rubber, tin, spices and
sugar. Our peoples, however, are poor and back-
ward. This backwardness is due to our lag in scienti-
fic and technological progress and we are trying to
make up for it.

In the creation of a new society, we are governed

* Speech proposing the toast to Dr Hatta, Vice-President
of Indonesia, 15 November, 1955
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by the same ideals. Your Paficha$ila emphasizes
national solidarity, interdependence of nations,
government by consent, social justice and belief in
the Supreme, along with freedom of religious wor-
ship. The declaration of objectives or a change in
law does not mean a change in the social structure.
This requires determined will and disciplined effort.

We can achieve our goal only if the world is safe
from the scourge of war. Our effort on the interna-
tional front is aimed at preserving peace and attain-
ing those conditions which are essential for peace,
viz. freedom from colonial rule, from race discrimi-
nation, from economic exploitation. Whether at
Colombo or Bogor, Bandung or New York we are
co-operating for the achievement of these ends,
firmly convinced of the principle of unity in diversity
which is the motto of your State. It is the basis of
co-existence, a call to us all to dwell together in
peace. If we refuse to align ourselves with this or
that side in this troubled world, it is because we are
profoundly convinced that power politics at any
time means misery to mankind and at the present
time, in a shrinking world, with the development of
nuclear power, it will be a disaster.

Your country served as host to the most important
conference of free peoples from Asia and Africa. In
the past they all suffered stagnation and servitude
and for the future they demand dignity and self-
respect, freedom and peace. That Conference did

not turn out to be a bear-garden or a tea party, but
3
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became the expression of the solidarity of the Asian
and African peoples in their common love for free-
dom, equality, justice and peace. All those who
visited Bandung are grateful not only for your
generous hospitality but also for your direction and
guidance.

If we want our voice to be heard in the outside
world, we must achieve peace within our borders.
We must create a new richness of life not only in
material things but in the things of the mind. We
must inspire our people to join together to make
something better of their existence. The eyes of the
world are on us watching whether we have the
strength and the courage to challenge, defy and
overcome the obstacles of superstition, regionalism,
narrowness of mind and intolerance which bar
our path to progress. We cannot advance as a
nation if we succumb to them or even compromise
with them.

The success of our enterprise depends on leader-
ship. A great leader kindles in his people the fire
that burns within him, and interprets the growing
spirit of a nation to itself. It is fortunate that Indone-
sia has competent, determined and selfless leader-
ship. You have won the affection of the Indonesian
people and the respect of us all. Expressing the hope
that your country may have the benefit of your great
leadership for many decades, I propose your health.
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AY I express to you and the members of your
Party, on behalf of the Parliament, the
people and the Government of India, our most
cordial welcome and say how delighted we are that,
for the first time after the October Revolution in
1917, we have the honour of having the leaders of
the Soviet Union with us though only for a short
time ? We were all deeply touched by the very
warm and cordial way in which our Prime Minister
was received in your country this June, and I wish to
assure—though my assurance is unnecessary, for you
have seen with your own eyes—that our welcome
to you is sincere, warm and friendly. Informal
contacts from such visits make for understanding
and understanding casts out fear and suspicion.
Men of my generation have watched with pro-
found interest your steady growth in power and
influence. In the conditions of 1917, with an ineffi-
cient and absolutist Government, a corrupt Church,
with the flower of Russia’s manhood scattered in
innumerable war fronts, with unspeakably difficult
economic conditions of famine and chaos, with the
memory of successive defeats by the Mongol Khans,
by the Turkish Beys, etc. until 1917, you felt that the

* Speeches when Messrs. Bulganin and Khruschevaddressed
an informal meeting of the Members of Parliament on
21 November, 1955
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revolution such as the one you had was essential for
removing the sense of despair and creating a world
of hope. You have succeeded in transforming a
State, centuries behind advanced nations of Europe,
into a powerful modern nation with vast industrial
and economic development. The Civil War and
foreign intervention which occurred in the early
years led to the adoption of certain attitudes of
strict control within and suspicion of foreign nations.
Such causes have such effects. The conditions today
are, however, different. Foreigners are visiting
Russia in large numbers and Russians are visiting
other countries also. Visitors to Russia are per-
suaded that you and your people are eager to get
on with others and live with them in peace and
friendship. It is irrelevant to quote Marxist doctrine
or Lenin’s theory, for the logic of facts is more
powerful than the logic of doctrine or of theory.

As you are doubtless aware, we are attempting to
doin ten or twenty years, work which will ordinarily
take as many generations. We are recasting our
society on a socialistic pattern in ways which are
consistent with our history and agreeable to our
tradition. Lenin’s observation is to the point: ‘All
nations will reach socialism; this is inevitable. But
all nations will not reach socialism in the same way.’
You offer to share your scientific and industrial
experience with us. We are grateful to you for it. We
are willing to accept it so long as it does not impair
our independence in any manner or involve pressure



INDIA AND THE SOVIET UNION 87

or interference. You trod the hard way and raised
yourselves. Our progress depends on our inherent
strength, moral fibre, willingness to work in a
spontaneously co-operative spirit. We have faith in
our people, so confidence in the future. Though our
ways are different, our goal is the same and there
are many fields in which we can co-operate to bring
about a safer and saner world.

History is being made at greater speed than ever
before and if we are wise and willing, we can help
it forward and establish a world community. We
have to live together and work together. The United
Nations is the symbol of what we all desire, a world
community. But unfortunately it is not today repre-
sentative of all the great nations of the world. China,
for example, has no place in it, with the result that
conferences are held outside the United Nations
Organization which itself diminishes the effective-
ness of the United Nations Organization.

In your recent speeches you rightly spoke about
our age of science and technology as containing the
possibility of an earthly paradise or of a break-down
of civilization. Given modern methods of war and
technology, what another war means is terribly
clear. If by accident or design we plunge the world
into it, we will go down in history not as responsible
leaders but as lunatics. The verdict on civilization
will be: suicide while in a state of unsound mind.
What we are suffering from is a sickness of mind
and heart. You and our Prime Minister have sub-
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scribed to the Pafichasila. The five principles are not
empty phrases. If we take them seriously, we must
turn back on our past, forget our bitter feuds and
irrational passions, abandon our fixed ideas and
sterile negations, temper our minds with a new
vision, a new spirit, a new humanity, a new for-
bearance. Unfortunately, however, there is still too
much of egoism in the world, too much of organized
selfishness. Nations eager to augment their political
power are sometimes rigid, exclusive, suspicious and
aggressive. The conditions in the Far East, in West
Asia where a dangerous arms race is developing, the
disappointing results of the recent Geneva Con-
ference are illustrations. At a time like this we
should not higgle about details. Pettiness is irrespon-
sible. Our minds must become large and our hearts
big. We have to work for peace, with tenacity and
patience, lift the pressure under which we live and
let the world breathe a sigh of relief. In this endea-
vour of civilization, all peace-loving countries can
count on our unstinted co-operation. Not by might,
not by power, but by understanding and co-opera-
tion among nations can we reach our goal.

Concluding Speech :

We are grateful to you for the speeches you have
made explaining to us your domestic and foreign
policies.

We are greatly touched by your observations that
the writings of Tulasidas, Gandhi, Prem Chand and
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Jawaharlal Nehru are available in Russian transla-
tions and are widely read. I may inform you that we
read and profit from the writings of Pushkin, Tols-
toy, Dostoevsky, Chekov, Turgenev and Gorki. We
hope that we may have greater co-operation in the
fields of art and literature.

Mr Khruschev told us about intellectual freedom
and religious liberty in the Soviet Union. Of course,
they are the best authorities on the subject and we
are delighted to hear about these freedoms in Rus-
sia, for they are the essential components of demo-
cracy. Now that the Soviet Union has consolidated
its base and provided its people with the vital things
of life without which they cannot live, we hope they
will give them opportunities to develop the graces
of mind and the virtues of spirit without which life
is not worth living. We now look forward to the
production of great works of literature and art
which will delight and illumine the world.

It is our hope and desire to work as friends and
partners in building up a great new world of peace
and prosperity, freedom and justice, of real demo-
cracy.

sarvas taratu durgani sarvo bhadrani pasyatu

sarvas sadbuddhim dpnotu, sarvas sarvatra nandatu.



INDIA AND CHINA*

E are delighted to have with us, though only

for a very short time, Her Excellency Madame
Soong Ching-ling, a great leader of the Chinese
revolution and an old friend of our country.

One of the most remarkable things in the world’s
history is the relationship between our two coun-
tries, of peaceful co-operation across the centuries.
We have traces of the influences we have exerted on
each other in the literature and art of our two peo-
ples. Our cultures intermixed, our trade flourished,
mutual appreciation grew and there has not been a
single instance of military conflict. Something pre-
cious and unique has been built up over a long past.

Though intercourse between our two peoples was
interrupted for some centuries it has now been re-
vived. We passed through trials and tribulations
and have now achieved the power to shape our
future and are facing similar problems.

Our distinguished guest was associated for many
years of her life with the work of one whose name is
honoured in recent Chinese history. Sun Yat-sen
helped to free China from the Manchu rule in 1911
and formulated the three objectives of nationalism,
democracy and livelihood or socialism. He worked

* Speech proposing the toast to Madame Soong Ching-ling,
Vice-Chairman of the People’s Republic of China, 17 Decem-
ber, 1955
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for national solidarity, government by the people
and employment and opportunity for all. Soon after
his death, reactionary forces came into power and
revolutionary purposes, principles and policies
were compromised. Twenty-four years after his
death, on October 1, 1949, came the New China,
a realization of his dream of a free, independent,
socialist China. We have also the same ideals of a
welfare state which we are striving to establish
through the forms and processes of parliamentary
democracy.

We should like our generation to go down in
history not as one which split the atom and made
the hydrogen bomb, but as the generation which
brought together the peoples of the world and trans-
formed them into a world community. The tragic
experience of history teaches us that understanding
among the peoples of the world is essential if civili-
zation is to survive. If we do not stir up the latent
good sense and goodwill of the people now drugged
with debilitating hatred, it will only mean that
though we teach history, history does not teach us.

To the end of fostering peace and relaxing inter-
national tensions, China and India last year, on the
29th of April, signed an agreement regarding trade
and intercourse between the Tibetan region of
China and India, incorporating in the Preamble the
now famous five principles, the Paficha$ila. Two
months later they were reaffirmed in the general
statements made by the Prime Ministers of India
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and China, and of China and Burma. In October
1954, the Soviet Union and China accepted them ;
and after that many other countries, including
Yugoslavia, Poland, etc. It is our earnest hope and
desire that all the countries of the world may be
persuaded to follow these principles of mutual
respect, mutual concern and international morality.
For we believe in friendship with all nations, what-
ever their political, economic and social systems may
be. We will without haste and without rest explore
every avenue that will lead to better understanding
among the peoples of the world. In this endeavour
of civilization, we two peoples can work together.

It is a matter of deep sorrow to us that your pro-
per position in the United Nations Organization has
not yet been recognized. But the day is not far off
when you will be able to contribute more effectively
to world peace through the United Nations Organi-
zation than now.

The ideals of peace and friendship among nations
are not merely the concern of Governments and
diplomacy. They must well from the impulses and
emotions in the hearts of men and women. It is in
this context that the original Buddhist Pafichasila
becomes relevant—that we should not hurt life,
should not take what does not belong to us, lead a
life of chastity of body and mind, not tell lies which
we often do in the name of diplomacy, and take no
intoxicants, and demagogy is a great intoxicant.
These principles of piety, purity and compassion
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were accepted centuries ago in all Buddhist lands,
China, India, some parts of West Asia, Japan, etc.
The spirit of Paficha$ila is the spirit of restraint, of
humaneness, of brotherly co-operation, ‘with malice
towards none and charity for all’.

These qualities have sustained for centuries the
Chinese civilization. She has survived all the vicissi-
tudes of history and is today a powerful nation be-
cause she has preserved them in spite of what the
world did against her and what she did against
herself.

In the maintenance of cultural traditions the
place of women has been very significant. This
country in every generation has produced millions
of women who have not found fame, but whose daily
existence helped to civilize the human race. Their
warmth of heart, their self-effacement, their unas-
suming loyalty, their strength in suffering even when
subjected to severe trials have been among the glo-
ries of this ancient land. In the few days you are
here, you will see for yourself how the women of our
country have been striving with success to obtain
equal rights with men which is their due, in political,
economic, cultural and social life. They are work-
ing, I hope they will concede, with our full support
and co-operation, for a higher form of family life
where men and women regard themselves as equal
partners in the pursuit of the ends of dharma, artha,
kama and moksa, where the wife is said to be grhinz,
the head of the household, sacivah, a wise counsellor,
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sakhi, a good friend. I have no doubt they will have
an increasing share in the development of a new
style of life in the country and friendship among
nations.

I would like you to convey to your people and
your Government our best wishes in your stupendous
adventure of building a New China, where you will
be able to save not only the bodies but the souls
of your many millions. Your unremitting service
to your nation, your friendship for our people,
your faith in co-operation between India and
China, and your passion for peace have brought you
near our hearts. I have now great pleasure in pro-
posing the health of Her Excellency Madame Soong
Ching-ling.
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ELLow delegates and friends, I am deeply
touched by the great honour which this Con-
ference has conferred on me, on my delegation and
on my country. I refer especially to the very warm
and generous words with which the Chairman of
the Executive Board put my name forward. I also
refer to the way in which the Head of the French
delegation, the Minister of Education of France,
stepped aside, waived his right and enabled this
Conference to propose a representative of an
Eastern country. For the first time in this General
Conference you have a President from this geo-
graphical area. I am, therefore, thankful to each
delegation—to the French delegation in particular
—and to the Executive Board which put forward
my name unanimously for this exalted position.

I have been connected with unEsco for a number
of years, ever since it was established in this beauti-
ful and intellectual city, and I have seen the work of
our Director-General. I believe very firmly that the
work of UNEsco is of much greater importance than
other types of work calculated to foster peace, free-
dom and progress. Under the inspiring and coura-
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geous leadership of our Director-General, we have
now emphasized the central objectives of this Orga-
nization : freedom and progress. Freedom is easy to
talk about. This morning the Leader of the American
delegation, the distinguished President of last year,
who had conducted the business of this Conference
with such great care and consideration, said that a
‘third war can be avoided’. I echo his sentiments. If
we believe that a third war cannot be avoided, it
only means that civilization has failed, education
and culture have failed, unesco itself has failed. It is
essential, therefore, that we should will not merely
peace, but the conditions that are essential for secur-
ing peace. Mrs Jouhaux, representing 1L O, ex-
pressed the hope that Human Rights would become
‘functioning, living realities’. It is a great statement.
Let them become functioning, living realities. There
are millions who are the victims of political power,
of economic greed, of racial pride. It is not possible
for them, when they are slaves to other men, to
lead happy, contented lives.

No man can attain happiness in this world if he
feels hungry or cold, if he is a slave to other men, if
he is surrounded by filth and disease, and if he does
not have the elementary necessities for ordinary life.
It is essential for him to have some leisure for recrea-
tion, for reflection. How many people in this
world have these facilities, which are formulated
in the Declaration of Human Rights ? And is it
not our purpose here to work for the realization
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of those Human Rights? We know, as a matter
of fact, that the inventions of science and
technology have removed the greatest obstacles
to human well-being and happiness. If only we
use them for proper purposes, it will be possi-
ble for us to lead the world to a happy, safe and
generous state. What is it that prevents this ? It is
human stupidity, it is human cussedness. How can
we remove these obstacles which are in the minds
of men, which prevent us from using the great ins-
truments of science and technology for making this
world a better and happier place ? That is the ques-
tion we all ask. We talk about penicillin, we talk
about chloroform, aeroplanes and the telephone.
On the other side, we have terrible weapons : atom
bombs, poison gas, germs, etc. Men must use the:
instruments of science for the improvement of the
conditions of life, for the fault is not in science and
technology. What is demoniac is in the nature of
man. If we wish to cure this element of vileness,
wildness, cussedness, in the nature of man, it is
essential for us to mobilize the great spiritual re-
sources of mankind. The cure for that is to restore
the truths of the spirit to the central place in the
minds of men. Let those truths of the spirit sway the
minds of men, transform the lives of men. The truths
of the spirit are liberality, understanding, freedom.
Those who deny freedom in the name of freedom
are no less dangerous than those who deny freedom

in the name of discipline and authority.] Let us,
4
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therefore, send out from this Conference a message
to this groping, uncertain, discontented world : that
love and not hatred, that freedom and not fear,
that faith and not doubt, have in them the healing
of the nations. If we carry out these principles in our
daily life and in our international relations, out of
the anguish of this world will be born a new unity
of mankind, a unity in which the ideals of the spirit
will find safety and security. I thank you once again
for the honour you have done me by electing me to
this exalted position, and my thanks are real and
warm.
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v first duty is to congratulate those who by

hard work and disciplined effort obtained

their degrees today. I should like to tell them that

the very same qualities which they exhibited during

their University careers must continue in future and
I hope that they will continue.

I will be unfair to myself and to you if I should
promise you glittering prizes or comfortable posi-
tions. The times ahead of us are of a very difficult
character. The movements which took place in
other countries during a span of centuries have all
occurred here more or less simultaneously. What
answer to the Renaissance, the Reformation, the
Industrial Revolution or the political Revolution—
all these things have been telescoped so to say
in these few years in our country. We have won
political independence. But it is not to be re-
garded as giving us complete freedom. There are
ever so many other things which require to be ful-
filled if this first step is to be regarded as a prepara-
tion for the liberation of this great land. If we wish
to follow up political revolution by a social and eco-
nomic one, our universities must send out batches of
scientists, technicians, engineers, agriculturists, etc.
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These are essential for changing the face of our
country, the economic character of our society. But
we should not believe that science and technology
alone are enough. There are other countries, much
advanced countries in the world, which have
achieved marvellous progress in scientific and tech-
nological side, but yet they are torn by strife and
they are unable to bring about peace, safety and
security of their own people. It only shows that
other qualities are also necessary besides those deve-
loped by science and technology.

Just now a student was introduced for his Degree
and he was called Doctor of Philosophy in Science.
In other words science is also regarded as a branch
of philosophy. The function of the universities is not
merely to send out technically skilled and profes-
sionally competent men, but it is their duty to pro-
duce in them the quality of compassion, the quality
which enables the individuals to treat one another
in a truly democratic spirit. Our religions have pro-
claimed from the very beginning that each human
individual is to be regarded as a spark of the Divine.
Tat tvam asi, that art thou, is the teaching of the
Upanisads. The Buddhists declare that each indi-
vidual has in him a spark of the Divine and could
become a Bodhisattva. These proclamations by
themselves are not enough. So long as these princi-
ples are merely clauses in the Constitution, and not
functioning realities, in the daily life of the people,
we are far from the ideals which we have set
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before ourselves. Minds and hearts of the people
require to be altered. We must strive to become
democratic not merely in the political sense of the
term but also in the social and economic sense. It is
essential to bring about this democratic change, this
democratic temper, this kind of outlook by a proper
study of the humanities including philosophy and
religion. There is a great verse which says that in this
poison tree of samsara are two fruits of incomparable
value. They are the enjoyment of great books and
the company of good souls. If you want to absorb
the fruits of great literature, well, you must read
them, read them not as we do cricket stories but
read them with concentration. Our generation in its
rapid travel has not achieved the habit of reading
the great books and has lost the habit of being in-
fluenced by the great classics of our country. If these
principles of democracy in our Constitution are to
become habits of mind and patterns of behaviour,
principles which change the very character of the
individual and the nature of the society, it can be
done only by the study of great literature, of philo-
sophy and religion. That is why even though our
country needs great scientists, great technologists,
great engineers, we sh