THE BOOK WAS
DRENCHED



UNIVERSAL
LIBRARY

OU_160665

AdVvddl
TVSHIAINN












THE NIZAM

VOL. T.



LONDON
PRINTFD BY SHPOLTTISWOODE AND CO.

NIW-HIKLET SQUARE



THIE NIZAM

IS HISTORY

AND

RELATIONS WITII TIE BRITISIT GOVERNMENT

BY

JIENRY GEORGE BRIGGS

SECRETARY, BOVBAY MUNICIPALITY

IN TWO VOLUMES

VOT. 1

LONDON
BERNARD QUARITCIL, 15 PICCADILLY
1861

The cight of Translation ix reserred



Entered at Stationers’ Wall



TITESE  VOLUMES ARE DEDICATED
T0
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

SIR CHARLES WOOD, BART. M.D.

HIR WAICSTL'S PRINCIFAL SFCRITARY OV SATE POR INDIA

IN ADMIRATION OF HIS NOBLE ENDELAVOURS
TO O IMPROVE TUE CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE OF TIIAT COUNTRY
STHCIALLY ENTRUSTED TO UIS CHARGE BY

THE BRITISU NATION






PREFACE.

Tue Quarterly Review of July 1858 made the European
world familiar with the fact that Tue Nizam is « the
greatest Mahommedan power in India.” Yet any infor-
mation of this power is not only fragmentary, but is scat-
tered through works many of which are questionable for
accuracy in various respects, if not utterly unreliable from
the prejudiced channel of communication. Mount Stuart
Elphinstone’s Jndia, and Grant Dufl’s Llistory of the Mah-
rattas, arc about the most liberal, certainly the very best
authorities ; but these largely repeat, or represent accu-
rately, what had previously been published, with, of course,
not a little additional information.

I submit this work only as a compilation. Of the three
continuous accounts that I have seen of Tur NizaM, the
first, by Sir Henry Russell, has appearcd, in portions, in
different publications, and principally in Hamilton’s Gazet-
teer ; the second is a précis, prepared for some case before
the Government of India, in the Bengal Secretariat, which
was almost bodily reproduced, in Calcutta, by Rushton’s
Gazetteer, in 1841 ; and the third is a resumé, got up by
the late Colonel Duncan A. Malcolm, while Assistant-
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Resident at Hyderabad. This last manuscript was pur-
chased at Baroda by a Parsec, at the sale of the Colonel’s
effects, on his death as Resident at the Gaikwar’s Court.
The first portion of this manuscript proved to be Grant
Duff’s narrative in another form, with some uncomplimen-
tary observations upon the great Nizam-ool-Moolk, in
which the Mahratta historian does not indulge; but the
second portion, as comprising the subscquent history
reaching to Colonel Malcolm’s own times, is invaluable,
not only for the ability with which the work has been
performed, but the patience and care that must have been
necessarily bestowed in obtaining and arranging the ma-
terials. Colonel Malcolm also wrote, in 1844, an account
of the « Hyderabad Contingent,” which was largely ab-
sorbed in an article on the subject that appeared in the
Calcutta Review of March 1849. I nced scarcely do more
than notice a trifling memoir of Nizam Alee which ap-
peared in Calcutta about the year 1803, under the joint
auspices of Coloncls Williamn Kirkpatrick and John Mal-
colm, from the pen of one Hollingbery, who was probably
some time previously in the Resident’s office at ITyderabad.

I think it merely necessary to mention the foregoing,
sincc my own collection of works on India and upon
Oriental subjects, is second only to that of the Asiatic
Society in Western India.  For much of the matters re-
lating to individuals T have to thank friends, in different
parts of India, familiar with them.

I would now entrecat of thosc interested in the welfare
of India to notice specially, that when the British Govern-
ment was in debt to the Nizam, we took not only our time
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to repay him, but when we did repay him we allowed
him no interest upon that debt. All this time his alliance
was our salvation. Ile went in with us against common
cnemics — Mysoreans and Malrattas. Half a century
afterwards, when the relations were altered, we not only
charged the Nizam interest upon the money that we
advanced on his account, but we insulted his dignity
with unbecoming words; and when there was some hesi-
tation on his part to exccute the treaty assigning the re-
venues of certain districts for the liquidation of this debt,
an Inglish officer was scen, for days together, moving
about the outworks of the city with telescope in hand, as
if ascertaining the defences to some dangerous intent.

I may be considered to deal hardly with the British
Government in respect of the furniture at the Residency ;
but, happily for me, the late Professor H. 1. Wilson, in his
continuation of Mill's //ustory of DBiritish India, says, in a
note (i. 527. Lib. ed.): « A fourth of the second share of
the prize-money of Scringapatam was to be paid to the
Nizam, and, with a prudent regard for the interests of
Dritish trade, the Government of Madras thought it ex-
pedient to convert the amount into broadcloth, plate,
china, glass, and the like, in order to initiate his Iighness
and his court into a taste for the elegant superfluities of
Furopean living.”

It were well now to inquire, as Sir Henry Russell did in
his evidence before a Sclect Committee of the IHouse of
Commons on the 19th April, 1832,— ¢« In what character,
and for what purpose, do we appear in India?” Sir Henry
himself gives the reply : —“If we are to act as mere phi-
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lanthropists, and to consider only how we can Dbest im-
prove the moral and political condition of the Indian
population, we may govern them as we would govern one
another, and the sooner we can make them wise enough
and strong cnough to expel us from the country, the
greater will have been our success. If we go as subjects
of England, for the extension of English power and the
improvement of English interests, a different course must
be pursued. We may govern them as kindly as we can,
—it is our interest as well as our duty to do so; but we
must retain all substantial power in our own hands, and
must remember that, be our objects what they may, the
natives of India can never stand upon the same level with
ourselves,— they must be either above us or below us.”
This evidence was only recently quoted by the late
lamented Major-Geeneral Sir Mark Cubbon, in the papers
that he furnished upon the re-organisation of the army in
India, and appears in the Supplementary Blue-book upon
the subject.
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THE NIZAM:

HIS HISTORY

AND

RELATIONS WITHE THE BRITISHE GOVERNMENT.

CHAPTER I.

SITUATION AND SIZE OF COUNTRY. = ORIGINAL HINDOO OCCUPATION. ~—— EARLY
MAHOMMEDAN' CONQUERORS OF HINDOOSTHAN. = TIIEIR CONQUESTS IN THE
DECCAN. =— M;AHOMMEDAN DYNASTIES OF THE DECCAN. — PROCEEDINGS OF
THE EMPEROR AKBAR AND OF THE, EMPEROR SHAH JEHAN.— SACK OF
HYDERABAD BY TIUE MOGULS UNDER THE LATTER EMPEROR.

-

Ir the curious reader can lay out before him the Map of cmal

India which accompanies the first two volumes of The
Wellington Despatches, published in 1852, he will at once
sce the distribution of the pleasant lands of India in the
last year of the last century. Within what is properly
called the Peninsula he will observe nearly its half, and
that in the centre with a tendency to eastward, coloured
blue. That blue portion is the country of THE Nizam.
Yet it is not all that he had only a half-century earlier —
for, by the Treaty with the British Government of 1759,
he ceded Masulipatam and other districts; by the Treaty
of 1766, the Northern Circars;.and by the death of its
VOL. L. B
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CHAP.

2 THE COUNTRY OF THE NIZAM.

Jagheerdar in 1788, the Guntoor Circar. The authority

5 of the founder of the State of Hyderabad is said to have

General,

extended from the Nerbudda to Trichinopoly, and from
Masulipatam to Beejapoor. OrME makes it still larger—
“in a line nearly north and south from Burhanpoor to
Cape Comorin, and eastward from that line to the sea.” *

The area of the country Tine NizaM now holds is com-
puted to be 95,337 square miles. It lies between the
15th and 21st degrees of north latitude, and the 75th and
82nd degrees of longitude, forming a lateral square of
more than 450 miles each way. This tract is washed by
the Krishna with its feeders, the Beema and Tumboodra,
the Wurda and its tributarics, and the great Godavery
with its contributary strecams of the Doodna, Manjera, and
Pranheeta.

This country of THE Nizam, called Iyderabad after the
capital, is three times larger than cither Mysore or Gwa-
lior—the next two large powers with whom we have
subsidiary treaties; ten times larger than Holkar’s country
—Indore; and almost as large as both Nepaul and Cash-
mere together—the two independent powers in alliance
with the British. Deccan, from the Sanskrit Duxun, signi-
fies south, and was originally applied to the country lying
south of the Nerbudda and Mahanuddee rivers, consisting
of the five principal divisions called Drawed, Carnatic,
Telingana, Gondwana, and Maharashtra, “Europeans,”
writes GrANT Durr, “have adopted the Mahommedan
definition, and the modern Deccan comprises most of Telin-

gana, part of Gondwana, and that large portion of Maha-

rashtra which is above the western range of Ghauts, and
which extends from the Nerbudda to the Krishna.”¢

* Orme’s Hindoosthan, i, 158, + Grant Dufl’s Makrattas, i, 73,
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Hyderabad in the Deccan is commonly used in contra-
distinction to Hyderabad in Scinde, which latter, to pre-
vent mistake, is usually spelt Hydrabad.

This country of THE Nizam consists of elevated table-
land, never less than 1800 feet above the level of the sca,
and has always been populated. Tradition has it, that
for long it formed a large part of Telingana — the king-
dom of those Telingas whose descendants are now the
blackest of the people of India, with the most delicate
facial lines. Hindoo history is at best fable when treating
of past ages, and for any correct knowledge of the country
‘we are indebted to Mahommedan travellers or scholars
entertained by the royal bounty of the Emperors of Delhi.
The Institutes of Akbar refer to this territory as a dis-
trict of Berar, in the Hindoo sovereignty of Telingana, of
which Warangole, or Wurungul properly, was the capital
—that Wurungul being now one of the subdivisions of
Tue Ni1zAM’s country.

Among the entertaining stories fumlshed by Oriental
history—and in this instance T am guided by the light
cast by the illustrious MoUNT STUART ELI’IIINS’I‘ONE-———-HO—
thing can surpass for marvel the origin of the founders of
the empire terminating in the Mahommedan sovereignty
of the Deccan.

One of the dynasties formed after the breaking up of
the empire of the Khaleefs was that of Samanee, which
terminated after a lapse of 120 years. Abdool-melek,
the fifth prince of his race, had a Toorkee slave, by name
Alptegin, whose “original duty is said to have been to
amuse his master by tumbling and tricks of legerdemain.
It was the fashion of the time to confer offices of trust on
slaves, and Alptegin being a man of good sense and cour-
age, as well as integrity, rose to be governor of Khorasan.”

B 2

CHAP.
L
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General,



4 THE KHILJEES PREVAIL AT DELHI.

sHAp, This Alptegin afterwards assumed the independent govern-

g.__I;..,_, ment of the country aboat the mountains of Sooleeman to

General.  the Indus, making Ghuznee his citadel. This he held

for fourtcen years, up to the time of his death, and thence

founded the house of Ghuznee. His death occurred in

the year 976. Alptegin had “a slave named Sebektegin,

whom he purchased from a merchant who brought him

from Toorkistan, and whom by degrees he had raised to so

much power and trust that, at his decath, he was the

effective head of his government, and in the end became his

successor.” He also married a daughter of his benefactor.

In the action that Sebektegin had with Jeipal, Raja of

Lahore, at Laghman, at the mouth of the valley which

extends from Peshawur to Cabool, he conquered, and

made great slaughter among the enemy, as well as took

possession of the country up to the Indus, leaving an

officer, with 10,000 horse, as his governor of Peshawur.

On this occasion the Aflghans and Khiljees of Laghman

not only tendered their allegiance but furnished useful
recruits to the country.

These Khiljees, who are said to be of Tartar origin and
to have come from a larger settlement about the source of
the Jaxartes, had settled even then, during the tenth cen-
tury, in that portion of the Aflghan country between
Sistan and India for some time, and had been closcly
connected with the Affghans. I cnter into this detail
merely to show that in 1288, when Kaikobad, the last of
the Mahommedan slave-kings of Delhi, was assassinated, in
the competition for the throne between the Tartar chiefs
and those of the old kingdom of Ghuznee, « the Khiljees
seem, from the ability of their chicf or some advantage of
their own, to have been at the head of the latter class;
they prevailed over the Tartars, and Jelal-ood-Deen Khiljee
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was raised to the throne.” Jelal-ood-Deen opened his
government by successful warfare upon Malwa, leaving
the further attack upon that country to his nephew Alla-
ood-Deen, who, after proved valour in some engagements,
was allowed by his uncle to assemble an army, with which,
in the year 1294, in the expressive language of Errmin-
STONE, he “opened a new era in the history of India.
He resolved to attempt the hitherto untried adventure of
an invasion of the Deccan; and setting out, with 8000
chosen horse, from Karrah ” (of which he was the governor),
“made his way through the extensive forests that still fill
the space between that place and Berar ; threw the princes,
whose country he was approaching, off their guard, by
pretending to have left his uncle in disgust; and having
thus reached Ellichpoor, he turned to the west, and pro-
ceeded by rapid marches to Dcogiree, the main object
of his expedition. Deogiree (now Dowlutabad) was the
capital of Ramdeo, a prince of so great power that the
Mahommedans look on him as King of the Deccan.”  Alla-
ood-Deen attacked and took Deogiree as well as obtained an
immense payment in money and jewels, besides the cession
of Ellichpoor and its dependencies; the raja was further
to pay tribute annually.  Alla-ood-Deen, on his return to
Hindoosthan, had his uncle Jelal-ood-Deen assassinated,
and mounted the throne of Delhi. In 1305 he sent an ex-
pedition, under Maleck Cafur, a eunuch who had been the
slave of a merchant at Cambay in Goozerat, to attack
Wurungal, the capital of Telingana, and to reduce the
Raja of Deogiree, who had of late withheld his tribute.
The force failed in its object, from various causes; but a
second, sent in 1312, again under Cafur, accomplished all
the objects of the cxpedition, together with the death of
the Raja of Dcogiree, the son of the previous prince.
83
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6 MAHOMMED TOGHLAK'S CAPRICE.

With the extirpation of the Khiljee family, the house of
Toghlak, the son of a Toorkee slave by an Indian mother,
gained the ascendancy; and during their government, it
is said, that in 1822 the monarch’s son, Juna Khan, failed
in an expedition against Wurungul ; but the year following
reduced that fortress and took Beder, a place of strength
and importance. This Juna Khan, upon the death of his
father, mounted the throne under the name of Sultan Ma-
hommed, but he is known in history as Mahommed Toghlak.
He is said to have been the most elegant and most ac-
complished prince of his age, but full of wild schemes of
aggrandiscment. Besides the conquest of Persia and the
invasion of China, he projected also the transfer of his
capital from Delhi to Deogiree, to which he gave the
name of Dowlutabad—the gift of fortune. * So soon as
the fancy struck Mahommed, he ordercd the whole of the
inhabitants of Delhi to remove to Deogiree. . . . After
this, the people were twice permitted to return to Delhi,
and twice compelled, on pain of death, to leave it.  One of
these movements took place during a famine, and caused
a prodigious loss of life; and all were attended with ruin
and distress to thousands. The plan entirely failed in the
end.” In 1347, four years before the death of Mahommed
Toghlak, Husan Ganga, an officer of high station in the
Deccan, headed a successful revolt against his liege lord,
and established what is known as the Bahmance dynasty
of the Deccan®, fixing his capital at Goolburga. This

* Husan (tanga, the first king of
the Deccan, was an Affghan of the
lowest rank, and a native of Delhi.
He farmed a small spot of land be-
longing to & Brahmin astrologer,
named Ganga, who was in favour
with the king; and having acci-

dentally found a treasure in his field,
he had the honesty to give notice of
it to his landlord. The astrologer
was 80 much struck with his inte-
grity that he exerted all his influence
at court to advance his fortunes.
Husan thus rose to a great station in
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dynasty extended through 171 years, and thirteen gene-
rations; and from this period it is admitted that foreign
mercenaries were largely received into the service of the
Hindoo monarchs around, by FERISHTA’S account com-
prising Persians, Turks, Calmucs, et koc genus omne, as
well as Abyssinians from the neighbouring seaboard on
the west.

With the extinction of the Bahmanee family in 1512
sprang the separate Mahommedan governments in the
Deccan respectively of Beejapoor, Ahmednugger, Beder,
Ellichpoor, and Golconda. To employ the language of
MiLy, “after plotting and struggling for several years, four
of the great Oomrahs declared themselves independent in
their several governments; and a fifth, who remained at
the court, reduced the power of the sovercign to a shadow
and ruled in his name. Mahmood’s nominal sovereignty
lasted for thirty-seven years, during which the Deccanee
cmpire was divided into five scveral kingdoms — that of
Becjapoor, or Viziapoor, founded by Eusof Adcel Khan ;
that of Ahmednugger, founded by Ahmed Nizam Beheree;
that of Berar, founded by Ahmed-ool-Moolk ; that of
Golconda, founded by Kootub-ool-Moolk, their respective
governors; and that of Ahmedabad Beder, founded by
Amecer Bereed, who rendered himself master of the person
and throne of his master, and retained the provinces
which had not been grasped by the other usurpers. This
revolution, after being several years in progress, was con-
summated about the year 1526. . . . A temporary union

the Deccan, where his merit marked now, from a similar motive, added
him out among his equals to be their  that of DBahmance (Brahmin), by
lender in their revolt. He had be- which his dynasty was afterwards
fore assumed the name of Ganga, distinguished, — ErpniNsrosze’s In-
in gratitude to his benefactor; and  dia, ii. App.
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8 AKBAR’S EXTENSION POLICY.

of the Shahs of Beejapoor, Golconda, and Ahmednugger
in 1564, enabled them to subvert the empire of Becja-
nugger and reduce the power of its chief to that of a
petty raja.  The kingdom of Beder, which had fallen to
the share of Ameer Bereed, was, during the reign of his
grandson, destroyed, and its territories, which were not
large, divided among the other usurpers of the Bahmanee
dominions. A smular fate awaited the portion of Ahmed,
which consisted of the southern part of Berar; it sub-
sisted as a kingdom only four generations, and was an-
nexed to his domnnom by the King of Ahmednugger in
the year 1574, Deccan was therefox e, at the time when its
invasion was projected by the Moguls, divided among the
sovereigns of Beejapoor, Ahmednugger, and Goleonda.”
In the year 1593, when Akbar, the Emperor of Delhi,
found “himself master from the mountains of Persia and
Tartary to the confines of the Deccan, he cast his cyes on
the contiguous land. He gave directions to his governors
in the provinces nearest the Deccan to prepare as nume-
rous armies as possible, and to omit no opportunity of
extending the empire.  He despatched ambassadors to the
kingdoms of Deccan more with a design to collect informa-
tion than to settle disputes. And at last a great army un-
der Meerza, the son of Behram who had reduced Goozerat,
marched in execution of this project of unprovoked aggres- -
sion and unprincipled ambition. . . . In addition to this
army Akbar sent orders to his son Morad, to whom he
had committed the government of Goozerat, to join him
with all his forces: Meerza had already been reinforced
with the troops of Malwa, governed by another son of
the emperor, and by 6000 horse belonging to the King
of Khandeish, who had endeavoured, by submission,
to avert the ruin which resistance would insure. The
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combined army marched upon Ahmednugger, to which
they laid siege. The place was defended with great
bravery till provisions began to fail in the Mogul army,
when the generals opened a negotiation, and agreed, upon
condition-of receiving Berar, to raise the siege of Ahmed-
nugger and evacuate the kingdom. The pain felt by the
king at the loss of Berar soon prompted him to an cffort
for its recovery. His army fought a drawn battle with
the Moguls. The resolution and ardour of Meerza led him
to renew the engagement on the following day, when he
defeated indeed the encmy, but was so weakened by his
loss as to be unable to pursue the fugitives or to improve
his victory. Meerza was soon after recalled. In his ab-
sence the Ahmednugger arms gained some advantages,
and the Mogul interests declined. But in 1598 Mirza
was restored to the army in the Deccan, to which the
emperor proceeded in person. Ahmednugger was again
besieged and at last compelled to open its gates. The
territory of Ahmednugger was formed into a province of
the Mogul empire, and its government conferred upon
Daniel, one of the sons of Akbar. The emperor did not
long survive these new acquisitions.”

‘Between the fall of Ahmednugger at the close of the
reign of Akbar and the year 1632, when the Emperor
-Shah Jehan took the ficld, the following are the principal
cvents which had taken place in the Deccan : — The ter-
ritories of the Nizam Shah or Ahmednugger sovereignty
were divided between Maleek Umber, who possessed from
the Telingana frontier to within eight miles of Ahmed-
nugger and four of Dowlutabad, and Rajoo Minnan, who
ruled from Dowlutabad northward to the borders of Guze-
rat and southward to within twelve of Ahmednugger ;
while Mortiza the Second, a prince of the royal house of
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10 SHAH JEHAN ENTERS THE DECCAN.

Ahmednugger with the empty name of sovereign, was
allowed to hold the fortress of Ousch, with a few villages
to yield him subsistence. Perpetual contests subsisted
between the usurpers, and Umber succeeded at last in
taking Rajoo prisoner and seizing his dominions. Umber
was now a sovereign of high rank among the princes of
the Deccan, governed his dominions with wisdom, and
exacting something more than respect from the kings of
Beejapoor and Golconda, heldin check the arms of Jehan-
geer himself. He built the city of Gurkeh, now called
Aurungabad, five kos from Dowlutabad, and died two years
before the present expedition of Shah Jehan, at eighty
years of age, leaving his dominions the best cultivated
and the happiest region in India. Futteh Khan, the son of
Umber, succeeded him. Mortiza the Second, still alive, got
him by treachery into his power, and recovered once more
to the house of Nizam Beheree, the remaining part of the
Ahmednugger territories. He did not retain them long.
Futteh Khan regained his liberty and ascendancy, and
with the concurrence of Shah Jehan, whom he con-
sulted, put Mortiza to death, and placed his son, only ten
years of age, upon a nominal throne. The Beejapoor and
Golconda sovereignties remained nearly in the same situa-
tion in which they had been found and left by Akbar.
Mahommed Adeel Shah wasnow on the throne of the for-
mer, Abdoolla Kootub Shah on that of the latter kingdom.

The emperor duly arrived at Burhanpoor, the capital of
Khandeish, and sent his mandates to the princes of the
Deccan to disband their forces, deliver up Lodee, and make
their submission in person on pain of destruction. The
celerity of the emperor had allowed to Lodee too little
time to make the preparations which resistance to so for-
midable an enemy required. But he had already engaged
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the three sovereigns of the Deccan in a confederacy for
his support, and had influence to make them rcject or
cvade the commands of the emperor. He was entrusted
with a body of troops, and seizing the passes of the moun-
tains, opposed the entrance of the Mogul army into Gol-
conda. The emperor, impatient of delay, removed his
general, and commanded the vuzeer to take upon himself
the charge of destroying Lodee and chastising the inso-
lence of the princes of the Deccan. The princes were
already tired of the war and alarmed by its dangers.
The reputation and power of the vuzeer augmented their
apprehensions. Lodee was deserted by all on the day of
battle, except by a few chiefs, his friends, who adhered to
him with their retinues. With these he posted himself
on an advantageous ground, and long arrested victory
against the whole might of the imperial arms. A party
.of those who were sent in all directions to secure the
country at last came upon him in a place from which
there was no retreat, and he fell defending himself to the
last extremity. Shah Jehan exhibited the most indecent
joy when assured of his destruction — the measure of his
terrors when this brave man was alive. After the con-
quest of Lodee, the war in the Deccan was little else than
a scries of ravages. The princes were able to make little
resistance. A dreadful famine, from several years of ox-
cessive drought which prevailed throughout India and a
great part of Asia, added its horrid evils to the calamities
which overwhelmed the inhabitants of the Deccan. The
princes sued for peace and the emperor agreed to with-
draw his army, which he now found it difficult to subsist,
on condition of retaining, as a security for good behaviour,
the forts which had fallen into his hands.

Turning now to the more explicit narrative of ELpHIN-
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12 SHAH JEHAN’S SECOND ENTRY.

STONE. % The Deccan, therefore, was as far as ever from
being subdued ; and Shah Jehan perceived the necessity
of returning in person to that country to make another
effort to reduce it. He marched from Agra towards the
end of 1635, and on arriving in the Deccan, he adopted
his former plan of breaking his army into divisions, and
sent them, in the first instance, to recover the kingdom
of Ahmednugger. When they had driven Shahjee from
the open country, and reduced many of his principal
forts, Shah Jehan turned his whole force on.Becjapoor,
took several strong places, and constrained Mahommed
Adeel Shah once more to shut himsclf up in his capital.
The talents which had delivered him during the former
siege did not desert him on this occasion. e laid waste
the country for twenty miles round Beejapoor, destroy-
ing every particle of food or forage; filled up the wells,
and rendered it impossible for any army to support itself,
during an attack on the city. The Moguls were thercfore
reduced to the plunder of his territorics, and met with
frequent losses from the spirit and activity of his detach-
ments. Both parties cre long were wearied with this sort
of warfare ; and Adeel Shah making the first overture,
peace was concluded on terms much more favourable
than he could have expected. He consented to an an-
nual payment of 200,000/. a year to Shah Jchan; but
he was to receive in return a share of the Nizam Shahce
dominions, which much extended his territory on the
north and cast.

At an early period of this invasion Shah Jehan had
overawed the King of Golconda and had forced him to
desist from reciting the name of the King of Persia in
the public prayers, and to agree to pay a regular tribute.
These transactions being concluded, Shah Jehan returned
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to his capital, and the kingdom of Ahmednugger was at
length extinguished for ever.

Since the last pacification, Abdoolla Kootub, Shah of
Golconda, had paid his tribute regularly, and had shown
a desire to sccure the favour of Shah Jehan, who, but
for a particular concurrence of circumstances, would
probably never have wished to molest him. The Prime
Minister of Abdoolla was a person named Meer Jumla.
He had formerly been a diamond merchant, and had
been known and respected throughout the Decean for his
wealth and abilities long beforc he attained his present
high station. His son, Mahommed Amecer, a dissolute and
violent young man, had drawn on himself the resentment
of Abdoolla Kootub Shah, and had involved his father in
a dispute with the court. Mecer Jumla was absent in
command of an armny in the eastern part of the kingdom
of Golconda ; and finding himself unable to obtain such
concessions as he desired from his own sovereign, deter-
mined to throw himself on the protection of the Mogul.
He applied to Aurungzebe, to whom, as well as to the
emperor, he was alrecady known. Such an opportunity of
interference afforded an irresistible temptation to a man
of Aurungzebe's intriguing disposition, and he strongly
recommended the case of Mcer Jumla to his father’s
favour. Shah Jehan, influenced by this advice, des-
patched a haughty mandate to Abdoolla Shah to redress
the complaints of his minister ; but Abdoolla was further
irritated by this encroachment on his independence, and
committed Ameen to prison, while he sequestrated the
property of Meer Jumla. Shah Jehan, now provoked in
his turn, sent orders to his son to carry his demands into
effect by force of arms; and Aurungzebe, who had been
waiting impatiently for this result, entered with alacrity
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14 THE SACK OF HYDERABAD.

on the duty, and exccuted it in a manner suitable to his
wily nature.

Without any further manifestation of hostility, he sent
out a chosen force, under pretence of escorting his son,
Sooltan Mahommed, to Bengal, for the purpose of cele-
brating his nuptials with the daughter of his own brother,
prince Soojah, who was viceroy of that province. The
road from Aurungabad to Bengal made a circuit by
Masulipatam, so as to avoid the forests of Gondwana,
and thus naturally brought the prince within a short
distance of Hyderabad, the capital of Golconda. Ab-
doolla Shah was preparing an entertainment for his re-
ception, when he suddenly advanced as an cnemy, and
took the king so completely by surprise, that he had
only time to fly to the hill fort of Golconda, six or cight
miles from the city ; while Hyderabad fell into the hands
of the Moguls, and was plundered and half burned before
the troops could be brought into order.

Aurungzebe had, before this, found a pretence for
assembling an army on the ncarest point of his pro-
vince, and being joined by fresh troops from Malwa, he
had ample means of sending on reinforcements to Gol-
conda. Meer Jumla also in time drew near, and was
ready to turn his master’s arms against himself. Ab-
doolla Shah, on his first flight to the hill fort, had rcleased
Mahommed Ameen, and given up the sequestrated pro-
perty; and he did all in his power to ncgotiate a reason-
able accommodation; while at the same time he spared
no cffort to procure aid from Beejapoor: no aid came,
and the Moguls were inexorable; and after several at-
tempts to raise the siege by force, he was at last under
the necessity of accepting the severc terms imposed on
him. Those terms were :—To agree to give his daughter
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in marriage to Sooltan Mahommed, with a dowry in ter-
ritory and money ; to pay a crore of rupees (1,000,0001.
sterling) as the first instalment of a yearly tribute, and
to make up the arrears of past payments within two
years. Shah Jehan would have been content with easicr
terms, and did in fact make a great remission in the
pecuniary part of those agreed om, but the rest were
executed, and the Mogul prince returned to Aurungabad.
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MOGUL SOVEREIGNTY OF THE DECCAN BY VICEROYS. — INDEPENDENCY OF
NIZAM-00L-MOOLK AND IIIS POLICY TOWARDS THE MAIIRATTAS.

Ix the year 1683 Aurungzche, now the occupier of his
father’s throne, advanced to Burhanpoor with a vast
army for the purpose of subjugating the Dececan, which
had almost wholly got under the control of Sumbhajce,
the Mahratta monarch. During the halt Aurungzcebe
made at Burhanpoor, to regulate certain plans that he
contemplated, he directed his son, Sultan Mauzum after-
wards known as Shah Allum, to proceed from Ahmed-
nuggur with his whole army and reduce Sumbhajee’s
southern territory, whilst another prince of the blood
royal, variously called Sooltan Azcem or Azecm Shal,
dealt with the northern forts.  Sultan Azeem accordingly
marched towards Salheir, where much resistance was
expected, inasmuch as it was an important fortress, and
its acquisition by the Mahrattas had afforded them faci-
lity for their inr oads through Khandeish ; but Neknam
Khan, the Mogul killidar of Molheir, Who joined the
prince on his advance, had obtained a previous promise
from his neighbour, the Mahratta havildar, to surrender
Salheir as soon as the army came before it. Such nego-
tiations being always doubtful in their issue, Neknam
Khan had prudently communicated the agreement to the
emperor only. The place, however, was evacuated, and
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the prince, with the feeling of a very young commander,
disappointed in the expected fame of the conquest, ex-
pressed great displeasure at being sent on such a service.
He was shortly after recalled, and Shahaboodeen Khan
ordered to reduce the remainder of the forts ; but having
met with unexpected resistance from the havildar of
Ramscje, by whom his troops were repeatedly repulsed,
Khan Jehan Bahadoor was sent to repair the failure, but
with like success.

Meantime, Shahaboodeen Khan was directed to march
to the relief of Shah Allum, in the Concan, whose sup-
plies had been cut off by the Mahrattas, though other-
wise successful in his campaign. Shahaboodeen advanced
in this object as far as Nizampoor, near Raigurh, when
he was opposed by Sumbhajee, whom he defeated, pro-
bably in a very partial action; but small advantages are
always over-estimated in unsuccessful campaigns — Shah-
aboodeen, being a personal favourite with the emperor,
and at the head of a body of Tooranee Moguls, whom it
was the emperor’s desire to conciliate, was honoured with
the title of Ghazeec-ood-Deen, and the recollection of his
failure at Ramscje purposely obliterated. « Such is the
carliest account,” remarks GrANT DUFF, in his work on
the Mahrattas, “ in the history of the Deccan, of the an-
cestor of the family of Nizam-ool-Moolk, afterwards so
conspicuous in the annals of that country.”

Ghazee-ood-Deen’s next service was to move on under
the orders of the emperor, with a body of troops from
Jooneer to Ahmednuggur, to counteract the movements of
the Mahrattasin that direction. Having accomplished this
purpose, and while operations were going on against Bee-
japoor by the emperor, Sooltan Azeem, who commanded
the royal troops on the occasion, found that, as he ap-
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18 GRAIN CONVOYED TO BEEJAPOOR.

proached that once opulent city, the enemy cut off the
communication between him and the camp at Sholapoor,
interrupted his supplies, destroyed foragers, harassed the
army Dby false attacks and skirmishes, and in a very short
time the prince was in great distress. The scarcity in
his own camp prevented the emperor from forwarding
supplies from Sholapoor, where he had taken position.
Ghazee-ood-Deen Khan was, therefore, ordered to bring
twenty thousand bullock-loads of grain from Ahmed-
nuggur, and carry it on to Azeem Shal’s force, reinforced
by a strong detachment under Dulput Rao, from the
grand army. This service was well performed by Ghazee-
ood-Deen.  The Beejapoor troops saw the nccessity of
cutting off his convoy, and made a desperate attempt to
effect their purpose, but they were defeated ; and after a
well-contested  action, the prinee’s troops were rescued
from the disgrace and destruction which the loss or delay
of the convoy had rendered unavoidable. Aurungzebe
expressed himself more gratefully to Ghazee-ood-Deen
for thus relieving his son, than for any service ever per-
formed by his officers.

The emperor himsclf shortly moved to Becjapoor.
The walls of the city were of immense extent, and the
fort which communicates with it is six miles in circum-
ference. To invest the latter closely, thercfore, required
the presence of the grand army. There were different
breaching batteries erected, but the principal one was on
the south face. Shirzee Khan and three other nobles
were the officers who defended the fort. The garrison
was not numerous; but although ill-paid and short of
provisions, they still showed some remains of Patan
valour, and fought with obstinacy. The emperor, as he
saw they must surrender, and as the occasion was not
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pressing, deferred the assault after the breach was prac-
ticable, choosing rather to trust a little to the effects likely
to be produced in them by reflection on their hopeless
situation, cmbittered by privation, than to assault men
who, under such circumstances, would have fought with
desperation and exulted in an opportunity of dying with
their swords in their hands.

Aurungzebe was not disappointed ; for although they
had an inner fort much stronger than the outer works,
the garrison were so much in want of provisions that they
were compelled to surrender on or about October 15th,
1686. Shirzee Khan concluded the terms through Ghazee-
ood-Deen, to whom the cmperor, agreeably to custom,
when he reccived such proposals through any of his
officers, was pleased to assign the nominal honour of the
conquest.  Beejapoor henccforth ceased to be a capital,
and was soon after deserted.  Viewed as mere ruins, the
remains of that city as.they at present exist are exceed-
ingly grand, and, as a vast whole, surpass anything of the
kind in Europe.

Barly the next year, whilst the emperor advanced to-
wards Goolburga, on pretence of paying his devotions
at the tomb of a celebrated saint, Ghazee-ood-Deen was
required to move in a direction cast and somewhat south
of Beejapoor, to intercept any reinforcements likely to be
sent from Sugger, Adonee, or any part of the Carnatic,
to the assistance of Golconda ; for Aurungzebe was now
determined cflectually to gain that fort. The fort of
Goleonda, after a siege of seven months, fell by treachery
in the end of Scptember 1687. Adonee was surren-
dered by its posscssor, Musaood Khan, formerly regent
of Becjapoor, considering resistance as altogether hope-
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20 CHEEN KILLICK KHAN FIRST NOTICED.

less, to Ghazee-ood-Decn, with whom was the Sooltan
Azcem.

In 1705 the Mahrattas once again rose in those for-
midable masses in which they were wont to appear and
to devastate the country. Aurungzebe received accounts
that they had crossed the river Nerbudda in great force,
and extended their ravages to the heart of Malwa; that
the whole of Khandeish and Berar were overrun, and that
15,000 Mahrattas had broken into Goozerat and defeated
the troops of the assembled royal officers.

Ghazee-ood-Deen was successfully employed against
the Mahrattas, and for his distinguished services was
appointed Soobehdar of Berar.

Aurungzebe died in 1707, and his son Sooltan Mauzum,
or Shah Allum the First, who succeeded him, died five
years afterwards. The distractions which then prevailed
by the usual contentions of the emperor’s sons, the conse-
quent revolution eflected for his grandson Ferokshere,
and the barbarous execution of Zoolfikur Khan were fol-
lowed by important changes in the government of the
Deccan. Of these changes, the first to be mentioned was of
much importance, both as it removed Daood Khan, then
in charge, from the government, and as it brought a
person to the temporary charge of the viceroyalty who
subsequently bore a leading part in Deccan affairs. This
was the appointment of Cheen Killick Khan, the son of
Ghazce-00od-Deen, of whom I shall have occasion to make
larger mention in a subsequent chapter. The title of Cheen
Killick Khan, with a munsub of 5000 horse, was con-
ferred on him when a very young man by Aurungzebe,
under whom, in the latter years of that emperor’s reign,
he held the important post of Soobehdar in the province
of Beejapoor. Cheen Killick Khan had materially contri-
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buted to the success of the two Syuds, to whose bravery,
skill, and exertions Ferokshere owed his throne. Cheen
Killick Khan, who was known to be the enemy of Zool-
fikur Khan, was immediately appointed to suceeed to the
viceroyalty of the deceased minister, and dignified with
the title of Nizam-ool-Moolk, whilst Daocod Khan was re-
moved to the government of Guzerat. Nizam-ool-Moolk,
in taking charge of his viceroyalty, adopted the wise policy
of making cause with Sumbhajee’s party among the Mah-
rattas, and in this object he lent aid in certain military
operations, which resulted in nothing very important ; but
GraNT DUFF especially mentions that « as Nizam-ool-Moolk
favoured the Kolapoor party, Sumbhajee’s influence was
increased as that of Shao was diminished.”* The intrigues,
however, at the imperial court, owing to the influence of
the two Syuds, who held in their hands the entire ad-
ministration, affected the distant provinces in respect of
those who governed them. On the death of the Emperor
Ferokshere in 1718. two princes succeeded cach other
on the throne, who died within seven months. Roshun
Ikhtiar, the son of Jehandur Shah, and grandson of Sooltan
Mauzum, was then raised to the imperial dignity, by the
title of Mahommed Shah ; but the two Syuds, by whom
all these changes were effected, conducted the affairs of
the empire with absolute sway and with the usual watch-
ful jealousy of usurpers. They held the recins with a
strong hand ; but they were naturally desirous of retaining
the services of such nobles of cxperience and ability as
were not supposed hostile to their party. Of this number
wags Nizam-ool-Moolk, but that officer was secretly ini-
mical to their power. He had been removed from his

* Grant Duff’s Mahrattas, i. 432,
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22 CIIANGES AT DELIL

government in the Deccan to make room for Hoosain
Alee Khan, and appointed to Mooradabad, where he had
distinguished himself by his activity in reducing to order
some rebellious zumeendars of the province, who had
sheltered themselves in the Sewaleck mountains.  He was
recalled to court by the emperor, and remained at Delhi
for some time unemployed, but was at last despatched as
governor of the province of Malwa, at the recommendation
of the elder Syud. Although daring and ambitious, Nizam-
ool-Moolk inherited the temporising policy of his father,
and he was induced, on the confinement of Ferokshere, to
profess his allegiance to the pageant emperor whom the
Syuds had set up. He continued in his government of
Malwa; but observing the troubles and disorders likely
to arise, he waited in expectation of some favourable op-
portunity to aggrandise himself during the revolutionary
period, of which he foresaw the approach.

It was now the year 1720, and the measures which the
Syuds adopted were the reverse of conciliatory ; they were
respected by the people, but they neither gained the good
will of the nobility nor of the emperor whom they had
raised.  Nizam-ool-Moolk, encouraged by these appear-
ances of discontent, and secretly incited by persons in the
confidence of Mahommed Shah, formed the resolution of
throwing off his dependence on the Syuds, and of resisting
their authority, by possessing himself of the resources of
the Deccan. e was aided in his projected scheme by
Murhummut Khan, a disaffected officer of considerable
talent, whom he had gained ; and the awakened suspicions
of the Syuds determined his purpose.

Assuming the title of Asoph Jah, Nizam-ool- Moolk
crossed the N erbudda at the head of 12,000 men. The
fort of Asseerghur was given up to him by Jalib Khan
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for a sum of money. Burhanpoor was surrendered by
another Mahommedan officer.  The whole of Khandeish
submitted in a very short time. Several of the Mahratta
chiefs, who were discontented with their leader Shao, as
well as some troops, belonging to Sumbhajec, from Kola-
poor, attached themselves to his standard.

At this juncture there were two armies in the interests
of the Syuds at no great distance from cach other; the
one under Deelawur Alee Khan was on the frontiers of
Malwa, and the other, called the army of the Deccan,
was stationed at Auwrungabad with the deputy-viceroy,
Alum Alee Khan, a nephew of the Syuds, left in charge of
the government when his uncle Hoosain Alec Khan de-
parted for Delhi to depose Ferokshere. As the rains were
at hand, Nizam-ool-Moolk probably contemplated that the
advance of the former might be obstructed by the swell-
ing of the Nerbudda and Taptee, aud that he should be
able to decide the fate of the Deccan-and become master
of its resources before the deputy viceroy could be rein-
forced from Hindoosthan. Deelawur Alee Khan, however,
marched with such rapidity that he crossed the rivers
whilst still fordable, but cither incapable of perceiving or
disdaining the advantage which would have been insured
by forming a junction with the troops at Aurungabad and
mntent only on attacking his enemy, he marched straight
for Burhanpoor. Nizam-ool-Moolk prepared to reccive
him, and being aware of the impetuous character of his
adversary, adopted an order of battle suggested by his
experience of Decean warfare.  Nizam-ool-Moolk sent
forward and displayed a part of his army to stimulate the
ardour of Deelawur Alee Khan, who rushed upon them,
pushed forward in imagined victory, was drawn into an
ambuscade, defeated, and slain.
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24 DEFEAT OF THE IMPERIAL TROOPS.

Allum Alee Khan, the deputy-viceroy, had not assembled
the whole of his army when news of this disaster reached
Aurungabad. He was speedily joined by the Mahratta
troops of Shao’s force, and advanced towards Burhanpoor,
pushing the Mahrattas to harass his opponent. Nizam-
ool-Moolk, who had been busily employed in preparing
his own troops and sowing sedition among those of his
adversary, likewisc advanced; but the Poorna river being
greatly swollen, his march was for a time interrupted until
a ford was discovered. The Malratta horse on each side
had frequent skirmishes as the Mogul armies approached
each other; but Nizam-ool-Moolk, previous to engaging,
stationed his Mahrattas at a village some distance in the
rear. Choosing an arrangement nearly similar to that by
which his late success had been achieved, Nizam-ool-Moolk
attacked his adversary at Dalapoor, in Berar Payecen
Ghaut, drew him into an ambuscade, where, after great
efforts of personal valour, and after many of his troops
had fled or deserted to his enemy, Alluin Alee Khan at
length fell, surrounded by Mahrattas slain in his defence.

The news of this second victory, which was gained by
Nizam-ool-Moolk about the end of July, was received at
Delhi with eonsternation by the Syuds, but with secret
satisfaction by the emperor.  Various were the plans pro-
posed by the two brothers ; but it was at last determined,
instead of yielding the government of the Deccan to
Nizam-ool-Moolk —a mecasure strongly advised by their
Hindoo agent, Ruttun Chund — that the younger Syud,
Hoosain Alee Khan, should march for the Decean, taking
with him the emperor and a well-appointed army suffi-
cient to crush this formidable rebel.

Accordingly, Hoosain Alee Khan, accompanied by the
emperor, having made every preparation, took leave of his
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brother, and commenced his march southward. The Too-
ranee Moguls — fricnds and countrymen of Nizam-ool-
Moolk — dreaded the event of a war in the Deccan ; but
stimulated by the success of Nizam-ool-Moolk, whom they
considered a chief of their tribe, and encouraged by the
connivance of the cmperor, a conspiracy was formed
against the life of Hoosain Alece Khan by three daring
individuals, on one of whom fell the lot of striking the
blow. The assassin effected his deadly purpose at the
expence of his life.  The surviving conspirators, Mahom-
med Ameen Khan and Sadut Khan, joined by Hyder
Koolee Khan, immediately placed the emperor at the
head of such troops as they could command, proclaimed
their resolution of freeing him from the tyranny of the
Syuds, and after considerable bloodshed obtained the
ascendancy in camp, and the imperial standards were
advanced towards the capital. Syud Abdoolla Khan, on
hearing of this revolution, by means of the treasure at his
command, assembled a large army in a few days, and
placing on the throne a rival to Mahommed Shah, marched
forth to punish the murderers of his brother. The armics
met at Shahpoor, where a bloody contest, long dubious,
at length ended in the defeat of Abdoolla Khan, who was
wounded and made prisoner.

Mahommed Shah, on thus becoming entire master of
the empire, in gratitude for the services he had expe-
rienced, appointed Mahommed Ameen Khan his vuzeer;
Khan Dowran received the title of Umeer-ool-Omrah
Kummur-ood-Deen Khan, the son of Mahommed Amecn,
was raised to high dignity; Ilyder Koolee Khan and
Sadut Khan were also promoted, and all those who had
distinguished themselves in the battle of Shahpoor were
rewarded and honoured.
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26 N1ZAM-OOL-MOOLK PROMOTED.

The emperor entered his capital in splendid procession,
and for many days nothing was heard but rejoicing and
festivity. Letters of submission and professions of loyalty
poured in from every quarter. Nizam-ool-Moolk offered
his congratulations. The envoy of the Mahratta monarch
was equally prompt in paying homage. The chiefs of the
European factories, through the different soobehdars and
fouzdars, sent humble offers of congratulation and best
wishes for his Majesty’s long and happy reign.

Suitable answers and returns were made to all the
messages, letters, and presents which crowded in upon
the young emperor. Nizam-ool-Moolk, whose successful
revolt had been the primary cause of the present
happy revolution, was particularly honoured, and shortly
afterwards, in conscquence of the sudden death of
Mahommed Ameen Khan, he was not only permitted to
retain his viceroyalty, in addition to his government of
Malwa, but raised to the office of Vuzeer of the Empire.
Arrangements, however, in the Deccan and Carnatic pre-
vented his appearing at court until the month of January
1722.

These arrangements affected the existing establishment
of officers of the Mahratta Government for the collection
of the revenues of the country under old guarantees from
the temporising policy and character of Nizam-ool-Moolk.
Whilst he apprehended an attack from Hoosain Alee
Khan he cemented his friendship with Sumbhajee of Kola-
poor and conciliated Shao, the Mahratta king as he called
himself, by promising to give up all that the royal grants
conceded. No sooner was he apprised of the ascendancy
acquired by his party at Delhi, and of the loss the
Mahrattas had sustained in the death of one of their
chiefs, by name Ballajee Wishwanath, than he began to
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start objections to the establishment of Shao’s collectors,
founded on some pretensions set up by rival claimants.
But the wise precautions of Ballajee Wishwanath, and the
communion of interest which the distribution of the
ceded revenues had produced, placed the Raja of the
Mahrattas in a far more commanding situation than that
in which he had stood during the first period of the
government of Nizam-ool-Moolk in the Deccan. The
vukeel remained at Aurungabad, where his arguments
would probably have been of little avail ; but a vast army
of Mahrattas was assembling in Gungthuree, under the
Sur Lushkur, and their appearance, no doubt, had con-
siderable effect in expediting the delivery of orders to
permit the Raja Shao to establish his collectors. A fresh
firman, obtained by the Mahratta envoy at Delhi from
the emperor, opportuncly arrived to remove from Nizam-
ool-Moolk the appearance of having yiclded to menace,
and afforded an opportunity of evincing the promptitude
with which he obeyed the imperial commands.

Nizam-ool-Moolk, in raising objections, had not contem-
plated the train which had been laid under the adminis-
tration of Ballajee Wishwanath; he wished to procrastinate
and to involve the Mahrattas in war with each other, but
for various reasons he was desirous not to precipitate
hostilities between the Mahrattas and himself. He
dreaded the increase of their power only as far as it
affected his own views; the prospect of aggrandisement
at the imperial court, which opened to him upon the death
of the vuzeer, Mahommed Ameen Khan, seemed incom-
patible with his plan.of independent sovereignty ; but he
was unwilling to relinquish the one or the other.

His prompt obedience to the royal commands may
have been favourably viewed by a young monarch just
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28 NIZAM-OOL-MOOLK’S POLICY.

emancipated, although it confirmed the alicnation of half
the revenues of the Deccan; but Nizam-ool-Moolk, in
whatever light his conduct might have been regarded at
court on this occasion, had the address to gain the good
opinion of Shao, to flatter and conciliate the Pritee
Needhee, and to gain the Somunt by bribery.

On a general view his plans were calculated to pre-
serve his rank at court and his power in the Deccan—to
keep alive the old and to creatc new dissensions among
the Mahrattas—to preserve a connection with that nation
in case it should ultimately be useful to direct their
attacks from his own to the imperial territorics, and,
however inconsistent some of those designs may seemn in
this system of political artifice, through the remainder of
a long life, Nizam-ool-Moolk not only persevered but
generally prospered.

His first object was to ascertain by personal observa-
tion the character of the new Mogul Government, and
what he might expect or apprehend from the emperor’s
present friendship or future cnmity. He was on his way
to court when he was recalled for a short time in con-
sequence of disturbances in the Becjapoor Carnatic, to
which, after concluding some arrangements, he appointed
a new soobehdar, and resumed his march for the capital,
where, as already stated, he arrived in January 1722.

Nizam-ool-Moolk, on assuming the post of Vuzeer,
endeavoured to effect some reform at court; but the
emperor was not only fond of that mirth and festivity
natural to his years, but weak in mind, and, as is gene-
rally the casc with persons of that disposition, dissolute in
his behaviour. The manners of Nizam-ool-Moolk were
austere and disagrecable both to the cmperor and his
courtiers. Prompt at every basc intrigue, they soon
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devised a scheme of freeing themselves from the society
of Nizam-ool-Moolk. Hyder Koolee Khan had departed
for his government of Ahmedabad before the rcturn of
Nizam-ool-Moolk from the Deccan, and having committed
some irregularities, the courtiers, by threatening him with
punishment from the vuzeer, Nizam-ool-Moolk, and work-
ing on the passions of both parties, soon inflamed them
to the utmost, and drove Hyder Koolee Khan to further
acts of disrespect and disobedience. Nizam-ool-Moolk
had censured the manner in which the rebellion of Ajeet
Sing had been passed over, and being now offered the
post of Soobchdar of Goozerat, with the commission of
reducing Hyder Koolee Khan, he readily accepted it.
On this service it was hoped the Nizam might be long
cmployed or fall a victim to the chances of war.

Hyder Koolee Khan had a well-appointed army, and
his qualitics as a soldier were unquestionable. Nizam-
ool-Moolk, however, having sent emissaries amongst his
troops, the greater part of those on whom Iyder Koolee
Khan had rcliance deserted, which made such an im-
pression upon him, that he feigned insanity, and fled in
dismay to court, leaving his adversary in the undisturbed
occupation of the province.  Nizam-ool-Moolk, on ob-
taining this intelligence, halted at Oojein, whither most
of the principal officers in Goozerat repaired to pay their
respects to him.  All his appointments and arrangements
were made without proceeding to Ahmedabad ; and as he
took every opportunity of increasing his own resources,
and of informing himself of what was passing in the
country, he set aside five of the most productive districts
in different parts of the province as his personal jagheer :
these were Dholka, Broach, Jumbooseer, Mukboolabad,
and Bulsar. The usual establishment of civil and military
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30 LEAVES THE IMPERIAL COURT.

officers were confirmed or appointed to the imperial
districts. The jaghcerdars in that province were on a
different footing from those appointed by Aurungzebe in
his late conquest of the Deccan, and agents, generally of
their own nomination, superintended the revenue and
police within their respective boundaries.

The year 1723 had now set in. Nizam-ool-Moolk
sent his uncle, Hamed Khan, as his deputy to Ahmeda-
bad, and leaving his cousin, Azecmoolla Khan, Deputy-
Governor of Malwa, he returned to Delhi.  But his
presence was so disagreeable to the emperor, and mutual
disgust was with so much difficulty suppressed, that
Nizam-ool-Moolk gladly cntered into a compromise,
accepted the honour of Vukeel-ee-dootluk, or supreme
deputy in the empire, and resigned his post of vuzcer.
Soon after, in the month of October 1723, he took an
opportunity, on pretence of going on a hunting excursion,
to depart for his viceroyalty in the Deccan; and from
that time, although he always professed obedience to the
emperor, even when waging war against him, Nizam-ool-
Moolk became wholly independent; and the countries
south of the Nerbudda, the conquest of which had en-
gaged the Mogul princes in much more than a century
of wars, were torn for ever from the throne of Delhi.

The departure of Nizam-ool-Moolk for his government
in the Deccan in a manner which bespoke distrust, ag-
gravated by contempt, excited anger and revenge in the
mind of the emperor. Sccret orders were sent to Moo-
bariz Khan, Soobehdar of Hyderabad, to raise an army,
and oppose Nizam-ool-Moolk. The viceroyalty of the
Decean, for which he received a firman, was to be the
reward of his success.

Nizam-ool-Moolk endeavoured, by his usual artifice of
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creating sedition, to break the power of his rival, and
remained some months negotiating before he advanced
against him. He at last arrived at Aurungabad in July
1724, and after protracted discussion, when his plans had
partly succeeded, he took the field, and a decisive battle
was fought at Shukurkhara about the 1st October, in
which Moobariz Khan, after great efforts of personal
valour, was surrounded and slain. He was gallantly
supported by four of his sons, two of whom fell with
him and two were desperately wounded.  Nizam-ool-
Moolk sent the Khan’s head to court, with a congratu-
latory letter on the victory attained by the emperor’s arms.

The declining empire -of the Moguls having been
thrown into a state of great anarchy by Nizam-ool-Moolk
and his countrymen, the Toorance Moguls, the Nizam,
relieved from immediate apprehensions from Mahommed
Shah, the emperor, became alarmed at the spreading
power of the Mahrattas, and beheld in their systematic
and persevering encroachments on the divided revenue
of the Deccan and Carnatic, the extinction of his own
resources as well as those of the empire.  To avert these
evils by endeavouring to consolidate his own power and
to create divisions among the Mahrattas, the mcasures
which he adopted scem to have been planned with con-
siderable skill; but in forming designs, founded on the
character of the people, he overlooked the abilities of his
opponent, nor contemplated that he should, in pursuit
of his own schemes, only strengthen the power of the
Peishwa.

Since the battle of Shukurkhara, Nizam-ool-Moolk
had fixed his cye on Hyderabad-—the ancient capital of
the Kootub Shahec kings—as fittest for the seat of go-
vernment of the independent sovereignty which he himself
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32 MAKES HYDERABAD HIS CAPITAL.

had founded ; and it was very desirable for this purpose to
remove the Mahratta collectors from that quarter on any
terms. Although Nizam-ool-Moolk had confirmed the im-
perial grants in Shao’s favour, a great deal of what was
yielded was not actually given up. Numerous points re-
mained unadjusted. Shao’s part of the agreement to pre-
vent plundering was not fulfilled, and constant discussions
were the consequence. A new authority for a part of
the old Mahratta territory was granted by Nizam-ool-
Moolk, which particularly specified the fixed personal
jagheers that Shao agreed to exempt from sequestration.
Nizam-ool-Moolk had thus effected his first object by
negotiation, but the negotiation met with the decided
disapprobation of Bajee Rao, who was ever an enemy to
consolidation of the nature in question.

Disputes led to warlike proceedings, and it were long
to tell, and would scarcely serve the purpose of the general
reacder to know, the tedious particulars of those events
and intrigues which ended in a secret compact between
Bajee Rao and Nizam-ool-Moolk, sccuring to the former
supremacy as Peishwa, and to the latter a kingdom in the
Deccan.
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ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY OF THE NIZAM, AND GENERAL DESIGNATION BY
NATIVES IN INDIA, — AZEEM KHAN, AFTERWARDS KILLICK KHAN, AR-
RIVES AT DELHI, AND IS NOTICED BY SHAH JEHAN.-— ELEVATED BY
THE EMPEROR AURUNGZEBE. -~ DIES FROM THE EFFECTS OF A WOUND AT
BEEJAPOOR. — HIS SON GHAZEE-OOD-DEEN’S EMPLOYMENT UNDER THE
MOGUL GOVERNMENT. — SAVES THE ARMY BEFORE BEEJAPOOR UNDER COM-
MAND OF THE EMPEROR’S SON.——SUBSEQUENT SERVICES AND DEATH.—
1S SON NIZAM-0OL-MOOLK’S CAREER AND DEATH.

I nave brought the history of the country known as
Hyderabad to the time when it comes for me to treat of
the personal history of its present rulers and of their an-
cestors, though I have alrcady sketched portions of the
carecr of some of the latter in their capacity as viceroys
under the Mogul empire.

The Asopheca dynasty, familiar to Furopean ears by
the designation of its representative, THE Nizam, though

not so old as the House of Hapsburg, nor with a lineage

which can be traced, like that of the Guelphs, into « the
dim twilight of fable,” might be proud did it date its
origin only with that Cheen Killick Khan — better
known as Asoph Jah — who, when the barons of the em-
pire were suppressed by the mistress of Jehandar Shah
and her relations, evinced all the spirit and dignity of our
great Earl Warwick; «being rudely stopped in a narrow
street to make way for a woman who had unbounded
influence with the mistress, and through her with the
VOL. L D
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34 ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY.

emperor, Cheen Killick Khan ordered his attendants to
repel force with force, dispersed the favourite’s retinue,
and compelled her to quit her elephant and escape on
foot to the palace.”*

One tradition has it that THE N1zaM can trace his origin
to Sheik Shah Aboodeen Soharwurdee, a lineal descendant
of Aboobukkur Sadeck, the father-in-law of the Mooslim
prophet. “ Shah Aboodeen,” continues the manuscript
from which I quote, “resided in one of the southern pro-
vinces of Persia, about 500 years ago, and was a con-
temporary of the Persian poet Sadee, who alludes to
him in his ¢ BoostHAN’ as his morshud, or spiritual in-
structor. Some of the immediate offspring of the Sheik
must have subsequently emigrated to Toorkisthan,and have
located themselves in the vicinity of Samarcand, as they
are spoken of as following the profession of Oolumma —
learned men, or lawyers—in that city. The first of whom
any particular mention is made is Khajeh Ismael, who is
said to have attained much celebrity for his piety as well
as knowledge of the law, and to have been honoured, in
consequence, by his sovercign with the title of Allum-
00l-Ollumma — wiscst of the wise. Khajeh Ismacl had,
among other sons, one named Khajeh Abeed, who was
born at the village of Allahabad near Samarcand. This
son, after perfecting his education under the tuition of his
father, together with that of other learned men, left his
native country for Bokhara. Here the learning and piety
of Khajeh Abeed appear to have obtained him great
celebrity, as he is spoken of as having been raised suc-
cessively to the dignities of Kazee and Shaik-ool-Islan.
Neither the period of his residence in Bokhara nor the

* Elphinstone's India, ii, 549,
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occasion of his leaving it can be ascertained, but about
the latter end of the reign of Shah Jehan he is to be
found at the Court of Delhi, where he seems to have been
favourably received by the emperor.

The other tradition of THE NizAaM’s ancestry to which I
refer is that the family is of Tartar origin, and claims de-
scent from Baha-ood-Deen — a person much celebrated
for his devotional zeal as well as for the austerity of his
life. He took the appellation of Khajeh Nukshbund, and
was the founder of the order of Nukshbundee Dervises
which still prevails in Turkey and Tartary. His descen-
dants to this day generally prefix the word Khajeh to
their names, and distinguish themselves by the appellation
of Nukshbundee. Khajeh is a term of honour usually
applied to persons who are eminent either for their sanc-
tity or learning. The literal meaning of Nukshbund is
fixing an impression; and the term was figuratively
adopted by Baha-ood-Deen to signify that the impression
of the Deity was fixed on his mind. Baha-ood-Deen was
contemporary with Timour, and died towards the close of
the fourteenth century. Azcem Khan, otherwise Khajeh
Abeed, was the first of the family who visited India; he
went from Samarcand to Delhi in the reign of Shah
Jehan.

Whatever doubt or difficulty about the remote ancestry
of the Nizam, these two traditions now join issue as to
the particular progenitor who paid homage to Shah Jehan.
Before entering upon that progenitor’s biography, it were
desirable now to notice that the title acquired by his grand-
son from his sovereign, the Emperor of Delhi, of Nizam-
ooL-MooLk — Regulator of the Country — has been con-
tinued in the person of his descendants who have held the
government of Hyderabad, much in the same way as the
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36 TITLES OF THE NIZAM.

title taken by the founder of the kingdom of Ahmednug-
gur (in about 1490), Nizam-ool-Moolk, was perpetuated
by his descendants and the dynasty called Nezam Shahee;
or nearer home, so as to be better understood, on the same
principle that the title of “Defender of the Faith,” con-
ferred upon Henry the Eighth by the Pope of Rome, is
still adopted by our gracious Queen Victoria. THE Nizam
is a designation which was introduced at IIyderabad by
Europeans, and is used only by them. Tersons in India
would either call him by one of his titles, or speak of him
as The Nwwab of Ilyderabad. His own subjects call him
either gencrally The Nuwwab, or Bundagun-ce-Alee, Slaves
of the Most High — slaves in the plural number, out of
respect, and corresponding with the style assumed by
Turopean potentates. Several of the principal nobles at
Hyderabad are by courtesy called Nuwab Sahib, but the
Nizam alone is called plain Nuwab.

Another title of the reigning authority in Ilyderabad
is Asorn Jam —of the rank of Asoph, supposed to
have been one of the ministers of Solomon, the Hebrew
monarch ; and the government of Hyderabad is, in conse-
quence, frequently called THE Asorneea State.  All the
Nizam’s sons have the word Juk appended to the names
given them, and so peculiar is this distinction held to be,
that a favourite Dewan — Prime Minister — Azeem-ool-
Oomrah Aristo Jah, is the only person out of the family on
whom it has ever been conferred at Hyderabad. Tvery
title, however, bestowed upon previous Nizams is as-
sumed by his successor, as will be seen in the instance
where all these titles are duly recited.

Until the destruction of the phantom Court of Delhi in
1857, Tue NizaM was accustomed to admit that, in point
of form, he administered his government as the delegate of
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the emperor. Coins were struck in the emperor’s name,
which was also used in the £hootba — the special form of
public prayer for the sovereign. In the seal with which
the Nizam authenticated all public acts, he called himsclf
“ Servant of the Emperor,” and although he conferrcd
titles on his subjects, he considered that he received his
own from the emperor. During the existecnce of the
Delhi dynasty, the Nizam’s oflicial designation was ¢ Soo-
behdar of the Deccan.” The term soobehdar implies
governor of a province under the authority of a superior
sovereign.

Rctummg from a dmrcssmn, introduced par parenthése,
as it will be found useful in the course of this narrative.
Khajch Abeed, the founder of the fortunes of his family
in ITindoosthan, was not only favourably reccived at Delhi
by Shah Jehan, but was presented with a khilawt — dress
of honour — as well as 5000 rupees, and attached to the
personal staff of the emperor as a man of letters. On that
emperor being deposed, in the year 1658, Khajeh Abeed
accompanied his successor, Aurungzebe, who for the ser-
vices rendered to him in his contests with his father and
brothers, appointed Khajeh Abeed Suddur-ool-Suddoor.
There is no synonymous English expression for this office,
but under the Moglace govermmnent, the nobleman who
held it was the minister through whom passed all the
charitable grants of land conferred by the emperors.
Khajeh Abeed was goon elevated to the appointment of
Soobehdar of Mooltan, and his master bestowed upon him
the titles of Azecm Khan and Killick Khan. The second of
these titles must not be confounded with that borne by
his grandson.

On the second invasion of the Deccan by the Emperor
Aurungzebe, in 1683, Killick Khan, who then held the
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military government of the province of Mooltan, was
called on to join the emperor’s army with the forces
under his orders. At the siege of Becjapoor he acquired
considerable reputation for military knowledge, and on
the fall of that place accompanied Aurungzebe to the
siege of Golconda, during which he reccived a severe
wound from a jeenjhal ball, which carried away his right

-arm, and from the effects of which he died in the course

of three days. His remains were deposited in a tomb
situated in the vicinity of Uttapoor, a village in the neigh-
bourhood of Golconda, and about six miles from the city
of Hyderabad.

The fortitude with which Killick Khan met his death
attracted much admiration at the time, and is thus de-
scribed by the native historian: — “ In the year 1686 Kil-
lick Khan, during the siege of Golconda, was struck by a
ball from a zumbooruk, which carried away his right arm.
His courage and fortitude, however, were so great that he
returned on horseback to his tents. The vuzeer, Jumdut-
ool-Moolk Asud Khan, was sent by the emperor to in-
quire after his condition; and when the surgeons were
removing the broken bones, Killick Khan continued to
sit up without support, and to converse with the vuzeer,
praising the dexterity of the surgeons, and helping himsclf
to coffee with his remaining arm. Every endeavour was
made to save his life ; but the hand of fate was too power-
ful, and at the expiration of three+days he drank the
sherbet of death from the hands of the messenger of the
Almighty.”

Killick Khan, it will be secen, was “a man of war” as
well as a man of letters, and his military career would ap-
pear paradoxical, unless it were explained that Moosulman
of that time —like abbots of yore —found it easy to ex-
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change the quiet of the cloister for the bustle of the camp.
A Christian monk, however, might not have known the
use of a sword until he had arrived at manhood. = Killick
Khan, if actuated by the same feeling to improvg his for-
tunes which prompted every Mahommedan adventurer
who passed over from Central Asia to Hindoosthan, his
antecedents, except on the score of learning—for ulluma
strictly significs one versed in the law—were precisely
those of his fellow-adventurer. In youth he was trained
to the use of the bow, the spear, and the sword. Riding
on horseback was as familiar to him from the moment he
could toddle alone from his mother’s knee as it is to this
day to every boy from the plains of Arabia to the hills of
Affghanisthan, and he was specially taught to regard the
cause of the Crescent and the Koran as the great purpose
of his existence. Unquestionably this success of Killick
Khan was largely due to his reception by the emperor,
but to his great foresight — apparently peculiar to three
generations after—must be attributed the way in which
he advanced himself, as well as the respect which he
commanded from his countrymen, the Tooranee Moguls,
who scem to have attached themselves to the fortunes
of the family. Of all his family, it may be said that he
was the most intellectual as he was the most peaceably
disposed

When Kllhck Khan quitted Samarcand he left behind
him a son named Meer Shahaboodeen, who joined him at
Delhi in 1668. The emperor noticing the young man’s
ability, employed him in the first instance in a military
cxpedition against the Ranee of Oodeepore, which he con-
ducted so much to Aurungzebe’s satisfaction, that he con-
ferred upon him the title of Ghazee-ood-Deen. His services
were afterwards transferred to the Concan, where his suc-
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cess against Sumbhajec Mahratta and the capture of the
fort of Rohairee induced the emperor to confer on him
the further title of Feroze Jung.

In a former chapter I have referred to Ghazee-ood-
Deen’s services in conducting a large convoy of grain to
the force besieging Bccjapoor

On hearing ot tlus success, which proved the salvation
of his son and army, Aurungzebe, who was then at Au-
rungabad, is said to have publicly exclaimed, « As Feroze
Jung has saved the honour of Timour, may God take his
honour and that of his children under His protection till the
day of judgment.” Not content with this public declara-
tion of his gratitude, Aurungzebe directed the records of
the empire to be brought to him, and with his own hand
inscribed the following entry :—* By the courageous con-
duct of the son, without guile or deceit, Ghazee-ood-Deen
Bahadoor Feroze Jung, the fortress of Becjapoor has
fallen.” To his other titles Aurungzecbe now bestowed
that of Ferzund Arjemund, or « dear son.”

After the capturc of Becjapoor, Ghazec-ood-Deen ac-
companied the emperor to Golconda, in the siege of
which he received several severe wounds.  In reward for
his services on this occasion, and for the capture of the
forts of Woodgeer and Adonce, he was rewarded by the
emperor with the rank of Munsub of seven thousand.

In the campaign against Suntoo Mahratta, whose head
Ghazee-ood-Deen presented to the emperor, he suffered
severely from the effects of the climate, and eventually
lost the use of both his eyes. In consequence of this
misfortune, the emperor excused his personal attendance
at court, but still continued to employ him on all trying
occasions. His last military exploit appears to have been
the pursuit of Temeah Scindia in 1705 into Malwa, where
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he overtook and defeated him, and in return for his ser-
vices received the title of Sipah Salar. On the death of
Aurungzebe in 1707, Ghazee-ood-Deen, who then held the
office of Soobghdar of Berar and Ellichpoor, held aloof
from all connection with the sons of the late emperor in
their contentions for their father’s throne. On the esta-
blishment of Bahadoor Shah he tendered his allegiance to
that prince, and received from him the appointment of
Soobehdar of Goozerat, where he shortly after died in1711,
in the opulent town of Ahmedabad. His remains were
conveyed to Delhi, and now occupy a tomb near the
Ajincre gate of that city.

Ghazec-ood-Deen, shortly after joining his father at
Delhi, married the daughter of Saadoola Khan, a min-
ister of the Emperor Shah Jehan, by whom he had a son
born in 1671, by name Meer Kummur-ood-Deen, after-
wards known as Asoph Jah, the great Nizay-oor-MooLx.
Ghazee-ood-Deen in character was not unlike his father,
but his course through life had been smoother.  He pos-
sessed great qualities, but most predominant was the
desire to keep well with all parties, and hence he died as
he had lived, respected and esteemed by all who knew his
conciliating disposition.

The emperor Aurungzebe is said to have carly predicted
the futurc greatness of Nizam-ool-Moolk. When still a
youth, a serious misunderstanding with his father induced
* him to claim the emperor’s protection, who espoused his
cause so far as to ecffect an apparent reconciliation be-
tween the parties. He was subsequently employed by the
emperor in several independent commands against the

various disaffected tributaries in the southern part of the
Deccan.
In 1699 mention is again made of Asoph Jah as digni-
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fied with the title of Cheen Killick Khan, and command-
ing the imperial troops in the vicinity of Bagul Kota. In
this service he appears to have obtained great favour with
the emperor for the manner in which hesnaintained the
peace of that part of the country. In the years 1700 and
1702 he was successively elevated to the situation of
Foujdar of the Carnatic, Beejapoor, and Soobehdar of Bee-
japoor. At the siege of Wagungurah, which was held
by the Beder Naik of Shorapoor against the forces under
the emperor, his gallantry attracted the notice of Au-
rungzebe, who presented him, on the ficld of battle,
with one of his own horses, the animal on which Cheen
Killick Khan himself rode having been killed in a charge
which he had led against the enemy in the emperor’s
presence.

On the death of Aurungzebe at Ahmednugger, Cheen
Killick Khan attended the remains of his master to the
place of their interment at Aurungabad. Ie then ten-
dered his allegiance to Prince Azeem, who conferred upon
him the title of Soobehdar of Boorhanpoor, and prevailed
upon him so far as to accompany him a few marches on
his ill-fated expedition to Hindoosthan.

The conduct of Prince Azcem appears, at an carly pe-
riod of his march, to have alienated from him some of
his most influential followers. Among others, Asoph Jah,
resenting, it is said, some real or fancied insult, quitted
the army in open daylight at the head of his troops, and
retraced his steps to Aurungabad. The prince’s advisers
were urgent with him to adopt measures to put a stop to
these symptoms of dissatisfaction, and to order the retreat-
ing troops to be immediately attacked by the whole of the
imperial forces; but the formidable array before him,
and the determined character of the chief at their head,
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appears to have overawed the prince and to have rendered
him irresolute, contenting himself with some sarcastic
remarks to the purport that he was well rid of such a
traitor, and that he preferred trying his fortune with a few
faithful than a host of doubtful friends, he pursued his
march, and allowed Asoph Jah to retire with drums beat-
ing and colours flying in triumph in the face of his whole
army.

During the struggles which subsequently ensued be-
tween the sons of Aurungzebe, Asoph Jah remained at
Aurungabad an inactive spectator of passing events. On the
clevation of Bahadur Shah he was invited to court, where
his influence and that of his family was secured by his
elevation to the Soobehdarec of Oudh and Foujdaree of
Lucknow, with title of Khan-ee-Dowrur, while his father

was at the same time removed from Berar to the im--

portant government of Goozerat.

Disgusted with the frivolity and incapacity of the em-
peror and the manners of the court, where the most
worthless favourites were promoted to the highest offices
of the State to the prejudice of the old nobility, Asoph
Jah appears to have taken an carly opportunity of relin-
quishing all his appointments and retiring into private
life. TFor a considerable period he abstained entirely from
coming to court, lived in seclusion, and was seldom seen
abroad, and then only for the purpose of paying a visit
to some man renowned for his piety or his learning.

On the advance of Ferokshere from Bengal to assert
his pretensions to the throne of his ancestors, Asoph Jah
was induced, at the carnest entreaty of the Emperor
Jehander Shah, and of his vuzeer, to quit the retirement
in which he was living, and in which he appears to have
been equally feared and respected, to take command of a
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44 PROCEEDINGS IN THE DECCAN.

large body of troops forming part of the imperial army.
At the battle of Agra, which was lost by the cowardice
of the emperor, he commanded with credit the right wing
of that army. He afterwards joined Ferokshere, and on
the distribution of offices and rewards, conferred on that
prinee’s succession to the throne in January 1713, was
gratified with the title of Nizam-ool-Moolk and the ap-
pointment of Viceroy of the Imperial Dominions in the
Deccan, together with the Foujdaree of the Carnatic.

On his arrival in the Deccan to take up his government,
Asoph Jah found affairs in the greatest disorganisation
from the excesses committed by the Mahratta chiefs, who
had taken advantage of the weakness of the imperial
armics to collect large bodics of horse, with which they
ravaged the country and levied choute in every direction
with impunity. Feuds, however, existed among them-
selves to a great extent, and of these he availed himself
with his usual foresight and dexterity to widen the breach,
and, by favouring the weaker partics, to induce them to
join the imperial standard.

At the close of the first year of his residence in the
Dececan he had made considerable progress in restoring
his authority, and had projected an expedition to the
Carnatic, when he was suddenly recalled to Delhi by a
mandate from the emperor to make way for Hussun Alec
Khan, a brother of the vuzeer, whom it was found con-
venient to remove for a time from the court.

The petty government of Moradabad was subsequently
conferred on him, where he remained till 1717, when he
was recalled to Delhi to join a coalition secretly formed
by the emperor for the destruction of the Vuzeer Abdoolla.
The intrigue, however, failed through the cowardice and
imbecility of the emperor at the moment of execution,
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and Asoph Jah, who expected to have succeeded to the
vacant office, found himself on his arrival at court not only
deprived of his government of Moradabad, but also of
the whole of his rich estates in that province, which had
been transferred to one of the emperor’s favourites.

Irritated with this treatment; and distrusting the cha-
racter of the emperor, he lost no time in making his peace
with the vuzeer, who conferred on him the Soobehdaree
of Malwa, a charge much inferior to his expectations, and
which e is said to have accepted with much reluctance.

In the important events which followed each other
in rapid succession at the imperial court on the return
of the Syuds to power, terminating in the murder of
Ferokshere and the elevation of Roushen Akhter to the
throne under the title of Mahommed Shah, Asoph Jah does
not appear to have taken any prominent part. Towards
the Syuds themselves he entertained feelings of the deapest
hatred, and although unable at first to offer any open op-
position to their measures, he lost no opportunity which
the situation he held afforded him of sceretly accumu-
lating the means for effecting their destruction.

The disturbed state of the country gave him a pre-
tence for raising troops, and he became so formidable to
the Syuds that they made a feeble attempt to remove
him, offering him the choice of four other governments.
This only showed him that the time for dissembling was
passed, and, as he saw the difficulty of establishing any
permanent control at the capital, he determined to lay the
foundations of his power on a firmer basis, and turned
his first attention to the government of the Deccan. Im-
mediately on his revolt, which commenced at Seronge in
Malwa in April 1720, he marched to the Nerbudda. By
intrigue and money he obtained possession of the fort of
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46 TREATMENT OF THE EMPEROR.

Asseerghur, and procured the junction of several officers
of the province. He was pursued from Hindoosthan by
a force under Deelawur Khan, and another under Allum
Alee Khan was awaiting him at Aurungabad. "He first
attacked Deelawur, and totally defeated him in a battle
fought neay Burhanpoor, and subsequently engaging with
Allum Alee, dispersed his forces, after a severe engage-
ment, near Balapore in Berar. In these engagements both
the imperial leaders lost their lives.

The office of Vuzeer of the Empire being now designed
for Asoph Jah, that nobleman, though early apprised of
the emperor’s intentions, did not deem it prudent to
repair to court till he had arranged the aflairs of the
Deccan and the Carnatic to his entire satisfaction. Ile
then made over his government to his Dewan, Deanath
Khan, and proceeded towards Delhi, which he reached in
1722. Shortly afterwards he centered upon the duties of
vuzeer.

His attempt to eflect a radical reform in the administra-
tion, and to check the abuses which had crept into every
department of the State, exposed him to the displeasure
of the emperor and his favourites, who had recourse to
every species of intrigue to thwart the cexecution of his
measures.

An attempt was subsequently made to get rid of him
by investing him with the Soubehdaree of Goozerat, then
in the hands of a turbulent character named Hyder
Koolee Khan, who was secretly instigated to resist his
assumption of the government. The result, however,
disappointed the emperor’s expectations, as the wvuzeer
speedily returned to court after having defeated his oppo-
nent, and strengthened himself with the addition of a
rich province to his already exorbitant command.
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The mutual aversion of the emperor and his vuzeer
were not diminished after the return of the latter ; and
it was probably, at the moment, a relief to Mahommed
when his minister, after securing his safety by removing
on some pretence from the capital, sent in his resigna-
tion, and marched off for the Deccan. But this measure
amounted, in reality, to a declaration of independence,
and was received in that light by the emperor himsclf,
who, although he graciously accepted Asoph Jah’s re-
signation; and conferred on him the highest titles that
could be held by a subject, did not on that account remit
his active hostility. He sent orders to Moobariz Khan,
the local governor of Hyderabad, to endeavour to dis-
possess the viceroy and assume the government of the
whole Deccan in his stead. Moobariz entered zealously
on the task imposed on him, and, collecting a large army
in the emperor’s name, attacked Asoph Jah at the village
of Shuker Kerlah, twelve miles from Aurungabad. He
here lost his life after sustaining a signal defeat; and as
the emperor had not avowed the attack which he had
instigated, Asoph Jah, not to be outdone in dissimulation,
sent the head of Moobariz Khan to court, with his own
congratulations on the extinction of the rebellion.

The advance of the Mahrattas upon Delhi brought
about a reconciliation between the Emperor Mahommed
Shah and Nizam-ool-Moolk, when the former prevailed
on the latter to repair to court, restoring to him the
government of both Malwa and Goozerat in the name of
his son Ghazee-ood-Deen, conditionally that the Nizam
should drive the Mahrattas out of Hindoosthan. The
Nizam put out all his strength to assist in the object at
heart with the emperor, but by a mistake, as surprising
to his friends. as to his foes, the Mahratta force sur-
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rounded him, and compelled him to sign & convention at

' Doordee Suraee, near Seronge, on the 11lth February,

Nizam-ool-
Moolk.

1788, promising to grant to the Peishwa the whole of
Malwa and the complete sovereignty of the territory
etween the Nerbudda and the Chumbul, to obtain a

‘confirmation of it from the emperor, and to use every

endeavour to procure the payment of a subsidy of fifty
lakhs of rupees to defray the Peishwa’s expenses. The
terms of this compact, however, were not fulfilled by the
Nizam. Meanwhile, Bajee Rao, the Mahratta, seizing the
opportunity afforded by the absence of the Nizam at
Delhi, commenced his operations for the conquest of the
Decean, by surrounding Naseer Jung, the second son of
the Nizam, who was encamped in the neighbourhood of
Aurungabad with 10,000 men; but a very large body of
horse and foot, with a numerous artillery, advanced
to his relief, and having effected a junction, Nascer
Jung, thus reinforced, attacked Bajee Rao, crossed the
Godfwery in defiance of the Mahratta army, and moved
in the direction of Ahmednuggur, plundering the villages
in his route. The Peishwa being joined by a body of
fresh troops, repecatedly attacked the Moguls, and Nascer
Jung was at length compelled to retire towards the
Godavery ; but after several months the Mahrattas, tired
of the unprofitable war, gladly entered on terms of ac-
commodation, and a treaty was concluded at Moongee
Pyetun, by which both parties pledged themselves to
maintain peace, and mutually to refrain from plundering
in the Deccan.

With the year 1740 Hindoosthan was undergoing one of
those transition conditions which appear to occur some time
or another in the course of every century. Nadir Shah of
Persia had plundered Delhi of upwards of thirty millions
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of pounds sterling, and cruelly massacred thousands of
its inhabitants. Khan Dowran, who was Kkilled in a pre-
cipitate attack on the Persian army, had been succeeded
as vuzeer by Kummur-ood-Deen Khan, the friend of
Nizam-ool-Moolk, so that the faction of the Tooranee
Moguls remained in power, though contrary to the secret
wishes of the emperor.  Nizam-ool-Moolk, dignified with
the title of Umecr-ool-Oomrah, remained for some time at
Delhi, but hearing that his son Naseer Jung meditated re-
bellion, he obtained the emperor’s sanction for transferring
his title of Umeer-ool-Oomrah to his cldest son, Ghazee-
ood-Deen, and commenced his march for the Deccan.

On returning to the Deccan, in the beginning of 1741,
Nizam-ool-Moolk used every endeavour to induce his son
to submit without coming to hostilitics. At last, Naseer
Jung sent messengers to treat, which so alarmed his
partisans that most of them endecavoured to make the
best terms they could. Nizam-ool-Moolk gradually drew
them over, continued to use fair words towards his son,
until, in an emotion of generosity, Naseer Jung hastily
sent back the whole of the park of artillery. This con-
cession might have obtained an unreserved pardon, but
as soon as Nizam-ool-Moolk had him in his power he
wished to humble him completely. Naseer Jung assumed
the garb of a fakeer, and retired in penitence to Roza, near
Dowlutabad ; but his father manifested the same stern
behaviour, till the young man was so much piqued that
he listened to the suggestions of Futeh Yab Khan, one of
his companions, by whom he was persuaded that he might
still compel his father to submit to any terms.

Nizam-ool-Moolk, according to his custom, had can-
toned his troops for the rains; a part at Aurungabad,
and the rest at different towns in the neighbourhood.
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Futeh Yab Khan suggested to Naseer Jung that they must
first seize some strong fort; and undertook to surprise
Molheir, of which Mutuwussil Khan — Naseer Jung’s
brother-in-law — was governor. Futeh Yab Khan suc-
ceeded in the enterprise, and Naseer Jung immediately
joined him. Nizam-ool-Moolk did not expect this at-
tempt, and made no preparation in consequence. Ap-
prised of his supineness, Futeh Yab Khan proposed to
surprise him in Aurungabad. Naseer Jung advanced from
Molheir with 7000 horse, reached Dowlutabad before
intelligence of his march had been rececived, and had
he pushed on would probably have succeeded in taking
his father prisoner. He seems, however, to have been
seized with some compunction for the part he was act-
ing, and passed the day in prayer at the shrine of a
celebrated saint; whilst Nizam-ool-Moolk, apparently
serenc but much alarmed, was calling in his detachments.
His gun bullocks were all at a distance grazing, and
very few men were in readiness, but he immediately
pitched his tents and moved out from the city. Before
next morning, which was the 23rd July, he had ar
respectable force drawn up, with which he coolly awaited
the approach of his son, who advanced at the head of his
followers and was repulsed. Finding his troops giving
way, Naseer Jung impetuously charged his father’s stan-
dard, pushed on towards his clephant, and slew three
of his bravest attendants one after the other. The driver
of his own elephant being killed, Nascer Jung sprang into
his place; when his brother-in-law, Mutuwussil Khan,
approaching him, drew an arrow to the head which must
have transfixed him, had not his son, Heedayut Moideen
Khan, who sat on the same elephant, stayed his hand and
saved his uncle’s life. At that moment, Syud Lushkur
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Khan, an officer ¢f experience who knew Naseer Jung
and the pride as well as the generosity of his disposition,
pushed his elephant close by the side of his, saluted him,
and respectfully made room on the seat of his elephant,
when, overcome by this act of his courtesy, Naseer Jung
took the place and was thus carried prisoner to Aurung-
abad. Nizam-ool-Moolk was exceedingly gratified by
his son’s preservation, but he threw many of his ad-
herents into confinement, and, to mark his sense of
Nasecr Jung’s rebellion, imprisoned him for a short time
in the fort of Kandhar near Nandere, but relieved him
before proceeding to an expedition to the southward for
motives that will presently be shown.

Whilst the affairs of Bengal occupied the Mahrattas,
the attention of Nizam-ool-Moolk was directed to the Car-
natic, and in his protracted absence from the Deccan
may be perceived the reason of his conciliatory conduct
to Ballajeec Rao in aiding his pretensions to the govern-
ment of Malwa. The murder of Sufdur Alee, Nuwab of
Arcot, by his brother-in-law Morteeza Khan in 1742, and
the general confusion existing in the Mogul territories
south of the Krishna, presented a fayourable opportunity
for Nizam-ool-Moolk’s interference to establish his power
and to restore tranquillity to the country. He accord-
ingly marched from Hyderabad at the head of an im-
mense army in January 1743, and upwards of a year was
spent in concluding the arrangements he had contem-
plated. Moorar Rao was recognised as Chief of Gooty
by Nizam-ool-Moolk, and evacuated the Carnatic with all
his troops in August 1743.

The Mahratta armies which assembled at Saltara in
the beginning of 1744 were probably contemplated with
some anmety by Nizam-ool-Moolk, whose march was
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soon directed towards Hyderabad, Raving left Anwar-
ood-Deen Khan, at his own request, in charge of the
government of the Carnatic Payeen Ghaut and appointed
his own grandson, Heedayut Moideen Khan — better
known by his title of Moozuflir Jung, as will be seen
in the course of the narrative—to the Carnatic Bala
Ghaat, or Carnatic Proper, conferring on him the district
of Adonee in Jagheer and fixing his head station at
Beejapoor, whilst that of Anwar-ood-Deen Khan con-
tinued, as in the time of Daood Khan, at the long-
established capital of Arcot. Nizam-ool-Moolk, finding
he had nothing to apprehend from the Mahrattas, directed
his attention to aflairs of internal government, and re-
duced several forts, the killeedars of which were in
rebellion.

In 1747-48 Hindoosthan was invaded by the Affghans
or Patans, as they are called, under their leader Ahmed
Shah Abdoolla, who, after being conquered by Nadir
Shah, the King of Persia, became a military follower of
Nadir, and was gradually promoted to considerable rank.
On the assassination of Nadir Shah, Ahmed left the
Persian army with the whole of his tribe who were in
camp, and retiring to Herat, which he occupied, was soon
acknowledged as king by the whole Affghan nation, and
at this time possessed the castern half of the dominions
of Nadir Shah. The Mogul army under Prince Ahmed,
the emperor’s son, successfully opposed the Affghan army,
which retreated towards Cabool. On this service Kum-
mur-ood-Deen Khan, the vuzeer, was killed, and shortly
after followed the death of the emperor himself. On
Prince Ahmed’s accession to the throne he offered the
vacant vuzeership to Nizam-ool-Moolk, but the Nizam
excused himself on the plea of his great age. He
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survived the emperor a very short time. He died at
Burhanpoor, in his 104th year, on the 19th June, 1748.
His remains were subsequently removed to Aurungabad
and interred in the mausoleum of Sheik Burhan-ood-
Deen near that place.

Nizam-ool-Moolk married at Aurungabad Syud-oon-
Nissa Begum, the daughter of Nujeeb Oolla Khan Walla
Shahee, a nobleman of the family of Saadoolla Khan,
Prime Minister of Shah Jchan, his own maternal grand-
father. *

By her he had two sons —Ghazee-ood-Deen and Naseer
Jung; and two daughters—Padshah Begum and Mohseena
Begum. He had also four illegitimate sons — Salabut
Jung, Bazalut Jung, Nizam Alee, and Mogul Alee; and
four illegitimate daughters — Budder-oon-Nissa Begum,
Mah-Bano Begum, Khojeesta-Bano Begum, and Mokur-
reema Begum.

There is no more difficult task than to pourtray the
character of the man who wins dominion by a scries of
feints and resolute acts—mnow seeming to yield to
circumstances and then forcing circumstances to yield to
him. If pliableness of will, unparalleled duplicity, and
utter unscrupulousness constitute the necessary elements
to greatness, Nizam-ool-Moolk possessed them in a degree
passing belief. DBut it must not be overlooked that
Nizam-ool-Moolk lived at a time and in a country where
men gloried in excelling in these qualities, and that his
only superior was his great rival, the celebrated Bajce
Rao, of whom it is said that ‘“as a politician in quickly
discerning and promptly counteracting the designs of

¥

* According to ELrHINSTONE, descent, were called Tooranee no-
these great families, from their Toork  bles.
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Nizam-ool-Moolk, he evinced penetration, talent, and
vigour.” ¥

Taking all the actors together, from one end to the
other of Hindoosthan during the period that Nizam-ooL-
MooLk played his part, his stature takes colossal dimen-
sions. He had won battles east, west, north, and south.
The Syuds, who had set up and removed emperors like
skittles, the Viceroys of Empire, who had seen and dealt
with him, the Mahratta chicftains, who fought and treated
with him, respected this man both as friend and foe.
He was doubtless ambitious, but it is difficult to say
whether the desire to establish independent authority
was not provoked by circumstances, for to the last he
endeavoured to assist the effete power of Delhi. 1le
was not only a great soldier but a great diplomatist,
and if Moosulman were accustomed to perpetuate the
memory of their heroes by posthumous ovations, India
might have scen a hundred statues of her greatest Ma-
hommedan hero of the eightcenth century. Nurtured
and trained at the court of Aurungzebe, it is not strange
that Nizam-ool-Moolk should have been both wily and
unscrupulous ; nor yet that, like his royal master, he
should have exercised his devotions to austerity; but,
unlike Aurungzebe, he was an affectionate parent, and his
attachment to his friends was both sincere and steady.
He left a legacy to his posterity which the rebellion of
1857 has made “the greatest Mahommedan power in
India.”

Grant Duff’'s Mahrattas, i. 570.
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CHAP. IV.

NASEER JUNG ASSUMES THE GOVERNMENT AND IS KILLED.-— SUCCEEDED BY
MOOZUFFIR JUNG, WHO IS ALSO KILLED. — SALABUT JUNG CHOSEN AS
SUCCESSOR. ~-~GHAZEE-OOD-DEEN THE SECOND IS POISONED. —~ SALABUT
JUNG SUBSIDISES TROOPS OF THE FRENCH. — 1S TIHROWN INTO PRISON
BY NIZAM ALEE, WHO USURPS THE THRONE AND MURDERS HIM.

GrazeE-00D-DEEN, the eldest son of Nizam-ool-Moolk,I CHAP.
and otherwise Ghazee-ood-Deen the Second, being at — v
Delhi, where he held, as his father’s substitute, the ofﬁccz:}q;‘jzr‘f"
of Umeer-ool-Oomrah at the time of his father’s death,’
Naserr June, the second son, assumed the government

of Hyderabad. Nascer Jung’s pretensions were, however,
opposed by his nephew, Moozuffir Jung, a favourite
grandson of Nizam-vol-Moolk, who then held the Soo-
behdaree of Beejapoor, and in support of his claims
formed a coalition with Chunda Sahib and the French
government of Pondicherry. To remove this competitor,
Naseer Jung proceeded direct to the Carnatic, where he

was joined by the Jagheerdar of Gootee, the Raja of
Mysore, the Nuwabs of Kurpa, Kurnool, and Savanoor, as

well as by a small body of English troops under Major,
afterwards the celebrated Major-General Stringer Law-
rence, the father of the Madras army, and the early
friend of the great Lord Clive. On the near approach

of the two armies, and on the eve of the battle which

was to decide the fate of the two rivals, Moozuffir Jung

was suddenly deserted by his French allies, who returned
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with Chunda Sahib .to Pondicherry. Moozuffir Jung,
despairing of success, delivered himself up to his uncle,
Naseer Jung, who had him immediately put in irons.
The English Contingent were withdrawn after a short
time, in consequence of Naseer Jung having failed to
fulfil the terms on which their scrvices were granted to
him. .

Soon, however, this expedition ended still more disas-
trously for the Nizam; for although the French had vir-
tually withdrawn from any contest, his fall was mainly
wrought by the intrigues of M. Dupleix. Dupleix gained
a Brahmin, by name Ramdass, in the confidence of Naseer
Jung, and through him raised seditions in the army,
which Dupleix called into operation by an attack on the
camp by a detachment commanded by M. de la Touche
prepared for the nonce. Naseer Jung was treacherously
shot on the 5th December, 1750, by Mahommed Khan,
the Patan Nuwab of Kurpa, one of the conspirators.
GrANT DUFF thus sums his character :— Naseer Jung was
totally destitute of his father’s prudence, and if successful
in his fortunes would probably have sunk into a Mahom-
medan sensualist. He was in some respects a superior
person; and, with a better education in a European
country, he had many of the qualities to form the gal-
lant knight and accomplished gentleman. He possessed
bravery and generosity, a taste for poetry and lite-
rature, and, as he came to an untimely end, his memory
is cherished by the Deccan Moguls, to whom he is known
partly by his own writings, but principally from the
works of his friend, Meer Goolam Alee of Belgram.”

MoozurFir June was released from seven months’ im-
prisonment to assume the viceroyalty of the Deccan,
chiefly through the intervention of the French, for which
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assistance, besides money and jewels that he lavishly
distributed among them, he bestowed on their agent the
title of Hyder Jung ; made M. Dupleix, a munsubdar of
7000 horse, with rank second only to that of the Nizam ;
and gave the French East India Company large territory
near Pondicherry, the province of Karikal in Tanjore, as
well as the city of Masulipatam, with its dependericies.
After which Moozuflir Jung proceeded on a visit to his
French allies at Pondicherry, and having received into
his service a body of French troops under M. Bussy, set
out on his return to the Deccan. At Pondicherry he
had endeavoured to reward the Patan Nuwabs, according
to the means at his disposal ; but those leaders, dissatisfied
at not receiving all they had expected by the death of
Nascer Jung, conspired on the way against Moozuffir
Jung, who, although victorious, fell in action in the end
of January 1751. The story told is that on the march
back to the Deccan, these Nuwabs seized a narrow pass
in the vicinity of Luckreedpilly, from which it was
found necessary to dislodge them before the army could
move on. Moozuffir Jung led the attack in person,
without the aid of his French allies, who were somewhat
slow in their movements, and in the hour of success he
was felled by a javelin launched by the Nuwab of
Kurnool, in a desperate personal encounter with that
chieftain.

So fell a brave and gallant youth, with noble promise
of making a great and good monarch. When the down
had scarcely crossed his face, he had rescued the very
uncle who had imprisoned him from death in the contest
against Nizam-ool-Moolk. He had been the petted child
of that old man’s favourite daughter, and courtiers, as
they are wont, had pleased both grandsire and grandson
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by the hope that the latter would worthily fill the throne
of the former. The compliment repeated was soon™ as-
sumed to be an expressed wish, and hence the opposition
to his uncle; he had now won that throne, and died
proudly asserting his dignity against recreant nobles.
Moozuffir Jung’s only son, then in camp, being a minor
and incapable of supplying his father’s place, M. Bussy
prevailed upon the leaders of the army to raise SALABUT
JUNG, the third son of the late Nizam-ool-Moolk, who was
then in camp, to the vacant command. In gratitude for

‘this favour, Salabut Jung confirmed to the French the

concessions made by his predecessor, and treated their
commander with every mark of estcem and distinction.
Whilst these events of succession to the musnud of Ily-
derabad were so rapidly occurring, the distance that
Ghazee-ood-Deen, Nizam-ool-Moolk’s eldest son, happened
to be in no way aflected his claim to it or his intention to
occupy it at no remote period. But imperial interests
required him to remain at Delhi just about the time of the
receipt of the intelligence of his father’s death, and it is
thought probable that bribes may have been employed
by his brothers to insure his being kept there. At Delhi
he certainly remained until the year 1752, when he was
permitted to proceed, accompanied by Mahratta allies
who had been in treaty with him, to the Deccan. There
was for a short season a show of opposition on the part of
Salabut Jung’s party to the rule of Ghazec-ood-Deen, and
there was an effort to get up a campaign, but the Peishwa
was on the side of Ghazee-ood-Deen, and with all his dis-
sembling it was notorious that the Prime Minister, Syud
Lushkur Khan, only feigned his real wishes in going over
to the camp of Ghazee-ood-Deen. The rains, at all events,
subsided in the midst of these preparations for an imagi-



GHAZEE-OOD-DEEN II. POISONED. 59

nary war, when Salabut Jung opened negotiations with his
brother, and during these negotiations the Pecishwa ob-
tained large cessions of territory west of Berar, from the
Taptee to the Godavery, from Ghazee-ood-Deen. “There
seemed to be,” to adopt the language of GRANT DUFF, “a
prospect of settling the claims of all parties, when Ghazee-
ood-Deen in an evil hour accepted an invitation to an
entertainment provided in the city, partook of a poisoned
dish prepared by the hands of the mother of Nizam Alee,
and expired the same night.” That 12th of September,
1752, closed the title of another aspirant, and gave some
repose to Salabut Jung: the history of his nephew, the
son of Ghazee-ood-Dcen, belongs entirely to Delhi.

To return to Salabut Jung’s own history. In a few
years M. Bussy had improved his position at Iyderabad
with so much ability that he ruled in a great measure the
counsels of the Nisam, who with his aid was enabled to
maintain himself in power amidst the intrigues into which
he was assailed by the members of his family. His mili-
tary force was also greatly strengthened by the introduc-
tion of a large body of troops under French officers, for

the payment and equipment of which he assigned over to”

M. Bussy several districts in the Northern Circars.

The rapid rise of the Irench to power in the Deccan,
and the possession of the Northern Circars, which gave
-them the command of such an extent of sea-coast, carly
excited the jealousy of the British Government, and made
them anxious to avail themselves of the first pretext which
offered for taking possession of those districts themselves.
England and France were, however, at that time at peace,
and it was not till 1756, when hostilitics broke out be-
tween the two nations in Furope, that an opportunity was
afforded to them of carrying their wishes into effect.

CHAP.
Iv.

e
Salabut
Jung.



CHAP.
Iv.

Salabut
Jung.

60 FIRST ENGLISH TREATY WITH THE NIZAM.

A force was accordingly equipped in Bengal and des-
patched to the Northern Circars in 1757, under Colonel
Forde. After ejecting the French from the districts, and
storming with considerable loss the fort of Masulipatam,
Colonel Forde was preparing to push the war against
Salabut Jung, who had advanced from Hyderabad to raise
the siege of that place.

Deprived about this time of his French auxiliaries,
Salabut Jung, on his near approach, did not consider him-
self equal to the task of coping with the English; appre-
hensive at the same time of his Dbrother’s intrigues while
he was absent from the capital, he hastened to bring the
war to a close by concluding a treAty with the commander
of the English force, by which he ceded to the Company
the fort of Masulipatam with a considerable tract of
country around it, and bound himself not to permit in
future any French settlement to exist within his do-
minions.

In 1760 Salabut Jung received intimation of the success
of an intrigue for the surrender of Ahmednuggur, which
was betrayed into the hands of a Brahmin agent of the

‘Mahratta Government by Kuwee Jung, the Mogul Killeedar,

for a sum of money. A war with Hyderabad immediately
ensued. Salabut Jung and Nizam Alec were ill prepared
for this event; their army was in arrears and mutinous,
an insurrection caused by the Deshmookh of Neermul had
just been quelled, and the resources of the country
during the late factious intrigues had been neglected or
wasted. But the disgrace of relinquishing without a
struggle the ancient capital of the Nizam Shahee kings—
which Ahmednuggur happened to be — the reduction of
which a century and a half before had cost so much
Mogul blood, prevailed over the sober dictates of pru-
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dence, and the main army, without preparation or equip-
ment, but with a vast quantity of baggage and cumber-
some artillery, moved towards Beder, and from thence to
Dharoor. Salabut Jung and Nisam Alee, attended by a
small force of seven or eight thousand men, were moving
towards Oodgeer.

The Peishwa in person proceeded to Ahmednuggur
with a large army intended as a reserve, whilst Sewdasheo
Rao moved in an easterly direction, took the fort of Buha-
durgoorh on the Beema, and was on the borders of the
Mogul territory when he received intelligence of the
cnemy’s motions and position as already described. He
immediately detached a force in advance, when Salabut
Jung and Nizam Alee, instead of quitting the artillery
which accompanied them and pushing forward to their
main body, took post at Oodgeer, and began to waste
their ammunition in skirmishing with the Mahratta light
troops.  This injudicious conduct afforded Sewdasheo
Rao leisure to bring up 40,000 horse, whilst the regular
corps of infantry, 5000 strong, with a light artillery, under
Ibrahim Khan Gurdee, was advancing to reinforce him.

The brothers saw their error when it was too late; but
they moved from Oodgeer in hopes of being able to join
their main body, or that troops from Dharoor would be
sent to their support. -In both these expectations they
were disappointed. The troops at Dharoor, either entirely
occupied in watching the motions of the Peishwa, or not
apprised of their situation, made no effort to relieve them.
The Mogul guns made little impression on the open, strag-
gling horse of the Mahrattas ; but the constant skirmishing
impeded the march, and in a few days Ibrahim Khan
Gurdee, with his infantry and guns, arrived. His artillery,
which was served after the European manner, made great
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havoc on the crowded bodies of Mogul cavalry, and those
who ventured to extend their order were immediately
charged by the Mahrattas, whilst their grain and forage
were effectually cut off. Nizam Alee attempted to nego-
tiate, but Sewdasheo Rao desired him to surrender—a dis-
grace to which necither of the brothers would submit.
A desperate charge was made on Ibrahim Khan’s corps,
which was completely broken, eleven of his standards
taken, and many of his men killed. But this success was
of short duration ; a body of Mahrattas attacked the right
wing under Shonkut Jung, and cut nearly 3000 Moguls
to pieces.

Nizam Alee renewed his negotiations, and sent his seal
of state as Minister to Sewdasheo Rao, signifying that he
left it to his generosity to make the terms. F%_‘treaty was
accordingly concluded, by which the forts of Dowlutabad,
Sewnerce, Asseerghur, and Beejapoor were given up to the
Mabhrattas ; the possession of Ahmednuggur was confirmed,
and districts yielded which included the province of Becja-
poor and a part of Beder, together with the province of
Aurungabad, excepting the city and two of its pergunnas,
Hursole and Sittara. The annual revenue of these cessions
exceeded sixty-two lakhs of rupees: Sewdasheo Rao ob-
tained them in four separate deeds : —

RS. A. P,

1. In his own name - - - 197499 5 0
2. In the name of the Peishwa’s

-second son - - - - 2,044,115 14 1

3. That of the third son - - 3,502,247 14 0
4, Not known to whom the deed

was issued - - - - 492294 8 2

Total 6,236,157 9 3
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The Mogul possessions in Deccan were now confined to
an insulated space, which secemingly was soon to be wholly
overwhelmed by the increasing power of the Mahrattas.
Moreover, Nizam Alee, the nominal Dewan, soon usurped
the entire powers of the government, and, hearing of the
death of the Peishwa so soon after the battle of Panniput,
in which the flower of the Mahratta army was destroyed,
and deeming the opportunity favourable for recovering
the lost districts from the Mahrattas, he began, under
various pretences, to concentratc a large army in the
neighbourhood of Aurungabad. No period, indeed, for
the last forty years had been more favourable for the re-
storation of the Mogul authority in the Deccan. The loss
of the-battle of Panniput was imputed by the Mahratta
Sillidars solely to the misconduct of the Brahmins. Those
of the Desh, or country above the Ghauts, acknowledged
the fact, but declared that it was to be ascribed entirely
to the mismanagement of their brethren of the Concan.
The violent party feclings which arise under every govern-
ment on occasions of reverses, were heightened in the loose
confederacy of the Mahratta nation by the prejudices of
ignorance and of caste. Under such circumstances, where
so very few could distinguish between misfortune and mis-
rule, dissension was a natural consequence. Nizam Alee
was not sufliciently apprised of these dissensions to reap
advantage from them; but even if he had possessed the
requisite information, one of his first acts — the destruc-
tion of the Hindoo temples at Toka, a village upon the
Godavery — would have prevented his being joined by
any party. It was, nevertheless, celebrated by the Mahom-
medan soldiery as a triumph, and Nizam Alee was pushing
on towards Poona, when Ramchunder Jadow and most of
the Mahrattas in the Mogul scrvice, disgusted by the in-
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sult offered to their religion, deserted to the Peishwa,
and carried with them Meer Mogul, the youngest son of
Nizam-ool-Moolk.

The Moguls, although they continued to advance, were
opposed with increasing spirit ; and after they were within
fourteen miles of Poona, Nizam Alee was induced to listen
to overtures, and relaxed in an original demand for the
restoration of the whole territory conquered by Ballajec
Rao. An accommodation took place, by which cessions
to the amount of twenty-seven lakhs of rupecs, of annual
revenue from Aurungabad and Beder, were relinquished
by Ragonath Rao, as the price of peace.

~ After the conclusion of the treaty in 1762, Nizam Alee
returned towards Beder, where he imprisoned Salabut
Jung in the month of July— though some English autho-~
rities have it just a year previous, viz., 18th July, 1761 ; but
the Mahommedan account is the 14th of Zechije, A.1. 1175
—and about fifteen months after secured his usurpation
by the murder of a brother whose natural imbecility would
have prevented his ever becoming a formidable rival,
whilst unsupported by a foreign power.
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CHAP. V.

NIZAM ALEE SEIZES THE GOVERNMENT.— ADVANCES UPON POONA AND AL-
LOWS THE PLUNDER OF THE CITY — HYDERABAD UNSUCCESSFULLY BE=~
SIEGED BY THE MAHRATTAS.— JANOJEE BHONSLAY DESERTS NIZAM ALEE
AND KILLS HIS PRIME MINISTER. — NIZAM ALEE ENTERS INTO A COM-
PACT WITH THE PEISHWA AGAINST JANOJEE, — TREATY WITH GENERAL
CALLIAUD. — FURTHER TREATY WITH THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT. —
DIFFICULTY ABOUT THE GUNTOOR CIRCAR, DEATH OF ITS JAGHEERDAR,
AND FINAL SETTLEMENT OF THAT CIRCAR, — GOVERNOR-GENERAL EX-
PLAINS PART OF THE TREATY OF 1768.-—— NIZAM ALEE’S MILITARY FORCE
JOINS THE BRITISH AT SERINGAPATAM, 1790. — MAHRATTAS BESIEGE
NIZAM ALEE IN THE FORT OF KURDLAH; AND THUS CONCLUDE A FAVOUR-
ABLE TREATY. — ENGLISII SUBSIDIARY FORCE DISMISSED AND CIRCUM-
STANCES ATTENDING ITS RECALL.— TREATY OF 1798. — FRENCH CORPS
DISMISSED. — THE NIZAM’S ARMY AGAIN ACCOMPANIES THE BRITISH AGAINST
SERINGAPATAM, 1799, — NEW SUBSIDIARY TREATY OF 1800. — COMMER-
CIAL TREATY OF 1802. — DEATH OF NIZAM ALEE.

In little more than ten years’ time, both of the two
sons of Nizam-ool-Moolk, who had held the rule of
Hydcrabad, had come to an untimely end, and the third
son, N1zaM ALEE had now scized the government. Within
those ten years the name of Nizam Alee had become
familiar in the Deccan for bravery in the affray in which
his nephew Moozuffir Jung was killed and he himself had
got wounded, and as the principal in the conspiracy that
resulted in the murder of M. Bussy’s agent, Hyder Jung.
He was known to be clever, daring, restless, and ambi-
tious. He had conducted the affairs of the State while
VOL. I F
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Salabut Jung was nominally sovereign ; he was now ruler
de jure as he had formerly been de, facto.

+ The first thought of Nizam Alee’s administration was
to punish the Mahrattas for their harassing raids in dif-
ferent parts of his country, and failing to seize any of

their detachments, he marched in 1763 direct upon

Poona, which he determined to plunder, while his foe,
Ragonath Rao, for the sake of retaliation, proceeded
straight towards Hyderabad. As soon as it was known
at Poona that the Mogul army was approaching, most of
the people removed as much of their property as they
could carry away, and fled to the hill forts or into the
Concan. The Peishwa’s family and state papers were
sent off towards Singurh, but some of the property be-
longing to the fugitives was taken, and the village be-
low Singurh set on fire. In this way it is said many
manuscripts illustrative of Mahratta history were totally
destroyed.

Nizam Alee encamped at a short distance from the city
of Poona, and allowed his army to plunderit; after which
all houses not ransomed were torn down or burned. He
next proceeded towards Poorundhur, and from thence
ravaged the country as far east as the Beema; but the
violence of the rains was such as to induce him to adopt
the resolution of cantoning his army until the opening of
the scason. For this purpose he intended to have gone
to Beder, but was persuaded by onc of his Mahratta
chicftains to alter the destination to Aurungabad.

In the meantime, Ragonath Rao had returned to watch
Nizam Alee’s motions. The wall which surrounds the
city of Hyderabad had prevented Ragonath from making
any impression on the Mogul capital, but he cxacted a
coutribution of one lakh and eighty thousand rupecs
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(18,000%) from the suburbs. He had opened a secret
negotiation with the Mahratta chiefs in the army of Nizam
Alee, and found Janojee Bhonslay, the only one whose de-
fection would occasion serious alarm, willing to listen to
an accommodation. Janojee’s ambitious hopes, formed
on joining the Moguls, had been damped from a suspicion
of the duplicity of Nizam Alec’s dewan, Raja Purtab Wunt.
Upon the assurance, therefore, of receiving territory
yiclding a revenue of thirty-two lakhs of rupees, being a
portion of that which was promised to Nizam Alee as the
price of his assistance to Ragonath Rao, Janojee agreed
to withdraw his support. He soon found the opportunity
upon Nizam Alee crossing the Godavery, leaving his
Minister on the other bank, when a conflict ensued in
which the Minister lost his life, and of which particulars
arc given elsewhere.

Nizam Alee at first endeavoured to aid his dewan by a
cannonade from the opposite side of the river, but without
cflect. He thus became a spectator of the destruction of
his troops without the possibility of succouring them, and
was afterwards obliged to retire within the walls of Au-
rungabad, lest the Mahrattas should be able to ford the
river. This object they accomplished in a few days and
arrived at the city, which they again attacked without
success, and a number of them were killed. Immediately
afterwards Nizam Alee visited Ragonath Rao, and with
that apparent contrition which he could so well affect,
laid all his errors to the fault of his late dewan, and so
worked on the weakness and good nature of Ragoba that
he not only forgave all that had happened, but, in consi-
deration of the aid with which he had been furnished in
his distress, he wished to bestow upon Nizam Alee such
part of the cession of fifty-one lakhs, made by the treaty
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CHAP. at I’airg\ﬁ/om, as remained at his disposal after deducting
— Y- _ the assignment of thirty-two lakhs promised to Janojee.
Nmm - \Ragoba’s ministers, however, dissuaded him from follow-

ing his inclination to its full extent, and he was induced
to confine the gift to ten lakhs, so that nine lakhs of the
original cession was saved, and a new treaty was concluded
with Nizam Alee in October 1763.

Whilst the Mahrattas had to maintain these struggles
in the Deccan, a new power was rising on the ruins of the
Hindoo dynasty of Mysore, under the celebrated adven-
turer Hyder Alee Khan, which to the southward pro-
mised to confine the Mahrattas to their native boundary.
Bazalut Jung, of whom mention has already been made,
still hopeful of forming an independent kingdom in the
Carnatic, took advantage of the Mahrattas’ difficulties to
plan the conquest of their southern districts, and with this
view obtained the alliance of Hyder, whom he appointed
Nuwab of Sera preciscly in the same way as the Mahratta
Raja Shao used to confer unconquered territories, “ the
right to which could only be inferred from the act of
granting.”* Bazalut Jung and his new ally had reduced
Ouscotta, Sera, and Bura-Balapoor by the end of 1761, and
Bazalut Jung soon after being apprehensive of an attack
from his brother, Nizam Alee, returned to his capital at
Adonee, but Hyder prosecuted his conquests. I mention
this particular as incidental to my narrative, inasmuch as
two years afterwards Nizam Alee made a successful cam-
paign south of the Krishna, and reduced his brother,
Bazalut Jung, to submission and obedience. A

The Peishwa finding it in his policy to stand ‘well with
Nizam Alee, and that the latter would readily enter on an

* Wilks' Mysore.
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offensive alliance against his quondam and treacherous
ally, Janojee Bhonslay, a secret compact was entered into
about the beginning of the year 1765, the particulars of
which, if ever committed to wﬁtrmmgf%een disco-
vered, but the objects of it became tolerably obvious from
avaricty of facts. The united armies of the Peishwa and
Nizam Alee invaded Berar, compelled Janojee Bhonslay
to sue for peace and to restore three-fourths of the dis-
tricts (in money equivalent to 2,450,269 rupees 10 annas
and 1 pie) he had gained by his double treachery dur-
ing the former war, — a politic moderation which, though
it left Janojee something to lose, still made it appear that
the Moguls rather than the Mahrattas were the gainers.
Of the districts which were thus restored on the 4th
February, 1766, nearly two-thirds—or a tract of territory
equivalent to fifteen lakhs of rupees of annual revenue —
was given up to the Nizam on the 16th of the same month,
and stated in the accounts of the Poona Government as
ceded “for the firm establishment of peace and friend-
ship.” It is more than probable the agrecment pointed to
conjoint operations in the Carnatic.

Some time in 1765 Nizam Alee Khan invaded the
Carnatic, at the head of a large force, laying waste the
country with unparalleled ferocity, but was obliged to fall
back upon his territories before a DBritish division, com-
manded by Colonel Campbell. At the same time an
expedition, under General Calliaud, took possession of
- the Northern Circars, to the soverexgnty of which the
British Governmént laid claim, in virtue of a firman which
it had obtained from the Emperor of Delhi. The loss of
such an imperrtant portion of his dominion was not to be
relinquished without a struggle, and cvery exertion ap-
pears to have been made by the Nizam for its defence and
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GENERAL CALLIAUD MAKES A TREATY.

a renewed attack on the Carnatic. Alarmed at these pre-

L parations, the presidency of Fort St. George deputed

Nizam
Alee.

General Calliaud to Hyderabad with full power to ne-
gotiate for peace. On the 12th November, 1766, a
treaty was concluded by that officer, by which the East
India Company agreed to pay the Nizam an annual
tribute of five lakhs of rupces for the Circars of Rajah-
mundry, Ellore or Yalore, and Moostaph nugger ; and for
those of Chicacole and Murtezanugger two lakhs each, as
soon as definitely placed in their hands. As the latter
district, commonly called Guntoor, had been assigned by
the Nizam as a personal jaghcer to his brother, Buzalut
Jung, it was agreed that it should be held by that prince
during his lifetime, or as long as the Nizam was satisfied
with his conduct. On Bazalut Jung’s interest expiring,
the Company were to be placed in possession of the dis-
trict. A further stipulation of the treaty was that the
two powers should mutually assist each other with troops
when required to do so.

Under this treaty, a DBritish force of two battalions of
infantry and -six picces of cannon joined the army of
Nizam Alee, and were employed by him to reduce the
fort of Bangalore, and to collect tribute from the refrac-
tory Poleegars of the Carnatic. This corps was soon after
obliged to be withdrawn for the defence of its own terri-
tories, as the Nizam had in the interim receded from his
connection with-the British ; and, in conjunction with
Hyder Naik (as he was then called, and Hyder Alee not
long after), had in August 1767 commenced hostilities
against his late allies. The subsequent successes of the
East India Company’s troops soon reduced the Nizam to
the necessity of separating from Hyder and sucing for
peace.  On the 23rd February, 1768, a treaty wuas con-
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cluded at Madras, by which the Nizam, after revoking all
sunnuds and distinctions which had ever been conferred
by Hyder, either by himsclf or any of his family, bound
himself to aid the Company to gain possession of the Car-
natic Balla Ghaut, on condition of their paying him an
annual tribute of seven lakhs of rupecs. The Northern
Circars were by an article of this treaty confirmed to the
Bast India Company, who, on their part, were to pay
to the Nizam the sum of two lakhs of rupees per an-
num for a period of six years, commencing from the 1st
January, 1768.  On the cession of the Circar of Guntoor
this sum was to be increased to four lakhs per annum. If
on the expiration of the period above fixed the East India
Company had not been molested in the possession of these
districts, they agreed to pay for the whole an annual
pesheush of seven lakhs of rupees.

For several years subsequent to the conclusion of this
treaty no cvents of importance occurred at Hyderabad,
nor do any changes of moment appear to have taken
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