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*' Western people can hardly imagine a personality such as
that of Sackara. In the course of so few years, to have nominated the
founders of no less than ten great religious orders, of which four have
fully retained their prestige to the present day; 1o bave acquired such
a mass of Sanskrit learning as to create a distinct philosophy, and
impress himself on the scholarly imagination of India in a prominence
that twelve hundred years have not sufficed to shake to have written
poems whose grandeur makes them unmistakable even to the foreign
and unlearnegd ear; and at the same time to have lived with his disciples
in all the radiant joy and simple path®of the saints——that is greatness
we may appreciate, but cannot understand. Wec contemplate with
wonder and delight the devotion of Francis of Assisi, the intellect of
Abelard, the force and freedom of Martin Luther, and the political
efficiancy of Ignatius Layola; but who could imagine all these united

in one person ?’
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