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INTRODUCTION

"1 SPEAK in the name of the whole Empire when | say
that we deeply appreciate the conspicuous services rendered
by the survivors of the memorable Indian Mutiny of 1857
and their comrades who have now passed away, under
most trying circumstances and with a gallantry and an
endurance which were the means, under Providence, of
saving the Indian Empire from a great peril." Such was
the gracious message of His Majesty, the King Emperor,
read to the great assemblage that came together for the
historic banquet held to commemorate the Jubilee Year
of the Mutiny. The Viceroy of India, Lord Minto, sent
a message of ' hearty good wishes to the historic gathering
of the Indian Mutiny veterans whose services in the hour
of peril can never be forgotten'. Similarly, the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Forces in India, Lord Kitchener,
cabled, ' Please convey the hearty greetings and good
wishes of the Army in India to the Mutiny Veterans.
Their past gallant deeds are not forgotten in this Country.'

An Indian critic has recently pronounced all such com-
memorations to be in bad taste. Herein he has shown his
ignorance of their real significance to the Englishman.
They by no means signify a vainglorious spirit on the
part of those who organize or take part in them. Earl
Roberts has revealed their real significance : what he has
said with regard to the monuments and memorials of the
illustrious dead, is equally applicable to such commemora-
tions as these : ' It has been suggested that all outward
signs of the Mutiny should be obliterated, that the monu-
ment on the Ridge should bo levelled, and the picturesque
Residency at Lucknow allowed to fall into decay. This
view does not commend itself to me. These relics of that
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tremendous struggle are memorials of heroic services
performed by Her Majesty's soldiers, Indian as well as
British, and by the civilians who shared the duties and
dangers of the Army. They are valuable as reminders
that we must never again allow ourselves to be lulled into
fancied security, and above all they stand as warnings
that we should never do anything that can possibly be
interpreted by the people of Indiainto disregard for their
various forms of religion." A consideration of the messages
read, and of the composition of the great assemblage
present on the sPecia occasion of this historic commemora-
tion, will reveal its significance. It stands forth as a recog-
nition of the work of the three great services of the Empire,
the Civil Service, the Navy, and the Army.

The Civil Service has been well represented in the persons
of the illustrious rulers whose careers have been briefly
sketched in the following pages. Lord Dahousie and
Lord Mayo have each their proper place in any present-
ment of the era of the Indian Mutiny. It has sometimes
been charged against Lord Dalhousie that in his policy of
conquest and annexation was to be found one of the moving
causes of the crisis that his successor was called upon to
meet. It may well be considered what an opposite policy,
one of laisser-faire, would have entailed in its consequences.
Most writers who have studied the History of India to
any advantage, are agreed that such a mutiny was bound
to come sooner or later. As far back as 1843, at a time
when some of the Bengal Sepoys were exhibiting signs of
insubordination, approaching indeed actual mutiny, Sir
Henry Lawrence, with that foresight which was one of
his most marked characteristics, had written : ' Let Delhi
fall into the hands of a hostile force, and does any sane
man doubt that twenty-four hours would swell the hundreds
of rebels into thousands, and in a week every ploughshare
in the Delhi States would be turned into asword? And
when a sufficient force had been mustered, which could
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not have been effected within a month, should we not then
have a more difficult game to play than (Hive at Plassey,
or Wellington at Assaye ? Should we not have to strike
anew for our Indian Empire ?' Delhi, as history has
related, did fall, but fortunately only to be recaptured
within a fairly reasonable time. But Lord Canning had
found it necessary to write in amost similar terms of
Lucknow : and he urged upon his Commanders the pressing
necessity of its recapture: ' Every eye' he wrote, 'is
upon Oudh, as it was upon Delhi. Oudh is not only the
rallying-place of the Sepoys, the place to which they all
look, and by the doings in which their own hopes and pros-
pects rise or fall, but it represents a dynasty ; there is a
King of Oudh seeking his own." There had been a King
inDelhi: what if there had been aKing, not merely seeking
his own, but actually reigning in Lucknow ? What if there
had been, moreover, a Bhonslastill on the throne of Nagpur;
a Queen ruling at Jhansi : and a Sikh Maharaja at Lahore ?
And what if the Ruler of Afghanistan had not been made
by the tactful treatment he received from L ord Dalhousie—e
that which his name in Persian signifies, a true friend ?
Can any one, knowing the feudal spirit that is still so
strong in India, doubt that in such a case the prophecy
of Henry Lawrence would have become literally true, and
every plouglishare in the regions ruled by these Potentates
would have been turned into a sword, and not one province
alone, but the whole of India might have been ' engulphed
in a welter of blood and confusion, and have reeled back
into chaos'? Peace, doubtless, would in the end have
arrived, but it would have been a peace that only solitude
brings with it. Lord Dalhousie's work of consolidation
saved India from such a fate: and so brought it about
that, when the crisis that did occur was overpassed, a work
of reconstruction only, and not one of laying anew the
foundations of an Empire, lay before the Rulers of India.
And to Lord Mayo's great gifts of administration and
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conciliation it was due that this work, commenced by his
great predecessors, Canning and Lawrence, was SO sUccess-
fully accomplished, that ¢ Indiawas once more started upon
its wondrous career of advance and expansion'. Fittingly
therefore do these great Rulers, Dalhousie and Mayo, find
aplace in the gallery of portraits of the illustrious heroes
of the Mutiny Era.

The name that every Englishman at once thinks of when
the services of the Navy come to be mentioned is that of
Captain William Peel. The third son of Sir Robert Peel,
he had already won a distinguished name for himself before
he placed his services at the disposal of theMilitary Authori-
tiesin Indiaduring the great crisis. In the Crimea, whether
he was helping to defend the colours of the Grenadier Guards
at Inkermann, or carrying his ladder for the assault on the
Redan, or calmly removing out of harm's way a live shell
with fuse still burning that had fallen into the midst of
the guns he was serving, he was always conspicuous for his
courage and coolness : and was one of the first recipients
of the VictoriaCross. At an earlier period of hiscareer, like
many other intrepid and adventurous members of the
Services, Civil, Military and Naval, of the early Victorian
Era, he had been smitten with the African Wanderlust,
not for the mere sake of wandering, however, but from
a philanthropic hope of being able to do something to
ameliorate the condition of the negro, and he had crossed
the Nubian desert. He was on his way to Chinawith Lord
Elginon board in command of H.M.S. Shannon, when, at
Singapore, he received the news of the outbreak in India.
It was not long before he was on his way to Calcutta.
He soon formed his Naval Brigade, which at no time
exceeded five hundred men, and marched to the front with
his battery of heavy guns : and it has been recorded that
he and his handy men manoeuvred and handled these huge
guns as if they were so many light field-pieces. Wherever
the fighting was most severe, there the thunder of Peel's
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68-pounders was sure to be heard, and the same gallant
qualities that had won him the Victoria Cross in the Crimea
were ever displayed by him in India. He was badly
wounded in the final assault that preceded the capture of
Lucknow. He had returned to Cawnpur, and was gradually
recovering from his wound, when he died of virulent small-
pox, just as he had made all preparations to proceed to
England. Earl Roberts was his companion at the time,
and he has recorded how nobly Peel was nursed by the
wife of the Chaplain of Cawnpur. Lord Canning spoke
of the loss the country had sustained by the death of this
gallant naval hero in these terms: ' The loss of his daring
but thoughtful courage is not more to be deplored than the
loss of that influence which his earnest character, admirable
temper, and gentle kindly bearing exercised on all within
his reach.” And the Historian of the Sepoy War has said :
' The memory of his great name and great deeds still
survives. He was successful because he was really great,
and dying early, he left a reputation without spot, the best
inheritance he could bequeath to his countrymen.’

Upon the Army fell the brunt of the work that had to
be done. It is fitting that the great Commanders, Lords
Clyde and Strathnairn, should find a place in any present-
ment of the period. Fittingisittoothat Sir Henry Lawrence,
the Strategist and the Statesman, should also be represented.
And what account of the period would be complete that
did not lake into consideration the work of such men as
Sir Henry Havelock, the Saviour of Lucknow, and General
John Nicholson, stern Warder of the Marches, without
whose inspiring presence and leadership Delhi, in all
human probability, would not have fallen when it did ?
And, though not all Rulers of Indiain the strictest accepta-
tion of the term, they all proved themselves to be real
Rulers of men : and further, it was by their work aone
that the peaceful administration of the country was again
rendered possible. Fittingly therefore may they all find
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a place among the Rulers of India. Other great Com-
mandc ' there were whose names at once leap to the front,
whenever the story of the Mutiny comes to he told, but
space will not allow of more than a very brief mention of
their heroic deeds : the gallant Neill, Saviour of Benares
and of Allahabad, the stern Avenger, who, when Havclock
and his Ironsides passed on, remained behind in Cawnpur
to exact retribution for the atrocious massacres with which
the name of that city will for ever be associated in the
minds of EnghV len ; the chivalric Outram, rightly styled
' The Bayard ot India ', renowned in two worlds for his
great act of self-renunciation ; the Leader of Light Horse,
Hodson, true type of the dashing and intrepid guerrilla
Chieftain, who flashes across the pages of history like
a brilliant and erratic meteor across the Firmament of
Heaven.

Lord Canning has said of Neill : ' In the great struggle
in which the best and bravest men of any age or country
would have been proud to bear a part, there was no leader
more reliable, no soldier more forward than Neill." The
remark made by the sentries at the gate, as he entered the
Fort at Allahabad, on his way to join Havelock at Oawn-
pur, was a sufficient testimony to his great reputation :
' Thank God, Sir, you'll save us yet." Two dramatic
scenes must suffice for an appreciation of the distinguishing
characteristics of this gallant hero. Their interest centres
round the sacred Ghat at Cawnpur, and the narrow streets
of Lucknow. At Cawnpur he was temporarily left in
command after Havelock had advanced on Lucknow : and
he exacted there a terrible retribution for the atrocities
that had been committed by the orders, and in the name,
of that demon in human form, the Nana Sahib. Neill was
not a man for indiscriminate vengeance, nor did he execute
vengeance for vengeance sake : all he did w'as in the name
of retributive justice. He said himself : ' My object is to
inflict a fearful punishment for a revolting, cowardly,
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barbarous deed : no one who has witnessed the scenes of
murder, mutilation, and massacre can ever listen to the
word mercy as applied to these fiends.' It was ..gainst
the demons that had so cruelly murdered in. ocent women
and clildren that his righteous wrath was directed, not
against rebels because they were rebels. Indeed it stands
to the eternal credit of the Sepoys that they refused to obey
the orders of their master to fire upon the defenceless
women and children, and left the ghastly work to the
butchers of the city. Even a Christian Missionary could
view with equanimity and approval the retjbution exacted
by Neill.  Dr. Duff wrote :—' General Neill, thoughnaturally
a mild, gentle, quiet, inoffensive man, seems to have irre-
sistibly felt that an exhibition of stern justice was impera-
tively demanded. His Scottish Bible-training had taught
him that justice was as absolute an attribute of Deity as
mercy, that magistracy was an ordinance of God, and
expressly designed to be aterror to evil-doers.' Statesmen,
too, such as Lord Palmerston and Lord Shaftesbury, saw
in his action only a just retribution for ' atrocities such
as were to be imagined and perpetrated only by demons
sallying forth from the lowest depths of hell '.

And what Englishman in the I ndia of to-day, or thought-
ful Indian either for the matter of that, is there who,
knowing the feelings that can be engendered, even in the
minds of those who most wish India well, by the events
that have occurred in recent years at Puna and Cawnpur,
which are now a matter of history, or by those that have
occurred still more recently in Eastern Bengal and Behar,
will be prepared to deny that no punishment can be too
severe, not only for the actual perpetrators, but for the
still greater criminals, the instigators of such atrocious
crimes. Well may those men, pictured to the distorted
imagination of arecent writer on Indian affairs, as' ardent
patriots and high-minded constitutionalists', who so re-
cently attempted to stir up strife in the Indian Empire,

OSWELL b
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congratul ate themselves that they received the mild punish-
ment they did, meted out to them by the three strong men
at the head of affairs, Morley, Minto, and Ibbetson, calm
and confident with the courage that a just and righteous
cause ever brings with it, iustead of the far sterner retribu-
tion that their offence deserved : for it is such men as
these, who, though with their mouths they may disclaim
it, show by their acts that they are prepared to stir up
the most evil passions of men, and let loose the hounds of
hell. A writer in aCanadian Magazine some littl e time back
commented on what he has described as the most distinguish-
ing characteristic of the Britisli Nation in its management
of its Colonies, and its government of its Dependencies, its
sublime and magnificent patience. It was not without
significance that Havelock gave out Patience as the watch-
word of the British Army on its final advance on Lucknow.
It is this quality par excellence that has at all times dis-
tinguished the Rulers of India: never was it manifested
more conspicuously than during that great crisis known
to an earlier generation of Englishmen, as the Indian
Mutiny. The recent crises, aso known to a later genera-
tion, show that it is still as conspicuous a characteristic
as ever.

The picture that has been depicted of the way Neill met
his death in the narrow streets of Lucknow, when, with
Havelock and Outram, he was hastening to the relief of
his countrymen and countrywomen, though the historian
of the Sepoy War will not vouch for its strict accuracy in
all its details, has been described by those who knew him
best, as' solike Neill', that its record here needs no apology :
" He fell pressing through a gateway at Lucknow thronged
with the dead, the dying, and the advancing hosts of the
British avengers of blood, at the head of his own beloved
regiment, with everything to urge the warrior onwards,
and to make a moment's pause as repugnant to his na-
ture as it was perilous. And yet the hero paused on
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his onward course, and that pause exposing him to
steady murderous aim from behind the treacherous loophole
cost his precious life. But he paused for no work of
slaughter, but for a work of mercy, not to strike down
a foeman, but to moisten from his own flask the lips of
a poor private who had fallen wounded or exhausted by
hisside’ We all remember that beautiful story, dear to us
from our childhood, of Sir Philip Sidney, when dying on
the field of Zutphen, waving from him the cup of cold
water that was offered to him, with the words: ' Give
it to that poor man : his necessity is greater than mine.'
That deed of the Christian warrior, is, and ever will be,
unsurpassed @ but is it not now equalled ? was not the
charity as lovely, the self-denial as sublime, which could
stay the advancing steps of the fiery Neill, eager to avenge
his slaughtered countrymen and countrywomen, that he
might succour his poor, faithful, simple-hearted follower,
as those winch animated the noble Sidney ?

Only a volume could do justice to the career of that
Paladin of Chivalry, Sir James Outram. And the number
of these that have appeared is a sufficient testimony to the
esteem and admiration with which his name will ever be
reverenced by Englishmen. What has most appealed to
the imagination of men in Outram's career was that great
act of renunciation by which he placed the crown on Have-
lock's achievements, by twice surrendering the supreme
command into his hands at critical junctures in that hero's
glorious career. All know how that act was regarded in
the Old World. It will be sufficient to record here how it
was appreciated in the New World : ' Never before,' wrote
an American writer, ' was so remarkable, an order issued
to an Army by its Commander—the days of chivalry can
furnish no parallel to it. There is a grandeur in the very
simplicity and frankness with winch tins self-sacrifice is
made, while the act itself reveals a nobleness of character,
a true greatness of soul, that wins our unbounded admira-

b2
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tion. To waive his rank and move on with the column
as a spectator would have shown great self-denial, and
elicited the applause of the world : but not satisfied with
this, he joined the Volunteer Cavalry, and, though covered
with well-earned laurels, stood ready to win his epaulettes
over again. All his illustrious deeds in the field, which
have rendered his name immortal, grow dim before the
glory of this one act. When they shall be forgotten, it
shall remain the best eulogium that could be pronounced
on his name. Kings may confer patents of nobility, but
the loftiest titles can add nothing to the grandeur of such
a character. Men. by their illustrious deeds, often excite
the admiration of the world, but few ever win its affections.
Decorations and external honours may dazzle and attract
the eye, but they do not gain the heart. Outram has
won the love of all true men in both hemispheres, and sits
Ielntlhroned where outward signs of greatness pass but for
ittle."

There were many dramatic episodes in the career of the
man, whom one writer has described as 'the dashing,
daring, reckless adventurer ', Hodson, who once had the
distinction of commanding that gallant regiment of Guides,
first raised and equipped on the initiative of Sir Henry
Lawrence. During the great crisis he commanded a body
of Irregular Cavalry, named after himself, Hodson's Horse.
One of the most gallant feats of the whole Campaign was
Hodson's great ride of 152 miles through a country teeming
with mutineers, to carry dispatches from the Commander-
in-Chief at A m bala to the Officer Commanding at Mirat.
Having delivered his message and obtained all the informa-
tion his Chief required, lie was back at Ambala again
within seventy-six hours. The most dramatic incidents
connected with Hodson's name are perhaps his capture
of the old King where he lay cowering amidst the tombs
of his ancestors, and his execution, iu full view of the city,
of the princes of the blood royal. Before Delhi fell, he
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had said : ' If | get into the Palace, the House of Timur
will not be worth five minutes' purchase, | ween." And
history has recorded how he kept his promise. His capture
of the King was only another instance out of many that
the history of the British in India has afforded of the
might of a dominating will. The historian has well said
of this ineident : ' A grander historical picture has been
rarely seen than that of the single British subaltern receiv-
ing the sword of the last of the Mogul Emperors in the
midst of a multitude of followers and retainers grieving
for the downfall of the House of Tamerlane, and the ruin
of their own fortunes. Grand as was the central ineident
in itself, it was rendered still grander and more impressive
by its gorgeous historical background—the magnificent
gateway with the milk-white domes of the Tomb of
Humayun towering up from within." It is recorded that
when Hodson presented himself at the Head Quarters
Camp, the General Commanding said to him : © Well, | am
glad you have got him, but | never expected to se you
or him again.' Hodson selected as his share of the royal
arms placed at his disposal by the General as memorials
of his adventure, the swords once worn by Nadir Shah
and the Emperor Jahangir.

No act of Hodson's has been more criticized than his
execution of the Delhi Princes. His own comment upon
it was: '| made up my mind at the time to be abused.
| was convinced | was right : and when | prepared to
run the great physical risk of the attempt | was equally
game for the moral risk of praise or blame." And perhaps
more blame has been attached to his act than praise. But
he cannot be judged from the ordinary standpoint. Many
of his acts can only be explained on the supposition that
he had become more or less Orientalized in his outlook
upon life. And he is not the only Briton who has fallen
under the spell of the East. Hajji Browne of Egyptian
fame, in a powerful passage in his writings on Egypt and
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its affairs, has described the effect upon an Englishman
who has voluntarily subjected himself to this spell, how
that, however much he may wish it afterwards, he can
no more get away from it than he can from his own shadow.
Scattered here and there along the wayside in India are
the graves and memorials of Britons who have not only
become thus Orientalized in reason and imagination, but
who have even adopted the religion of the people with
whom they have been willing to cast in their lot. Such
a one is to be found in that young Scotsman, Macgregor,
who, under the designation of Bhikkuyu Ananda Metteya,
has been for some years living among the Buddhist monks
of the far East as one of themselves. Assuming then that
Hudson had become thus to a certain extent Orientalized,
it would not be difficult for him to find a justification of
his deed. It was one more illustration of the Oriental
rule that no rivals can be tolerated near a throne. An
old Persian saying has it : ' Ten dervishes may lie on one
rug, but no country is big enough for two Kings." Never
again, if Hudson could help it, would one of the race of
Timur arise to dispute the supremacy of Hindustan with
the British.

Hodson met with the death of a hero in the final assault
that preceded the capture of Lucknow from the rebels.
It is recorded that the Commander-in-Chief attended the
funeral, and that, while the body was being lowered into
the grave, tears were flowing down his cheeks, and he

exclaimed : ' | have lost one of the finest officers in the
Army.' Earl Roberts has left on record his own opinion
of Hodson : ' I had a very great admiration for him, and

in common with the whole Army, | mourned his early
death." There must have been much good in a man who
could win the tribute of tears from such a man as Sir
Colin Campbell, and an encomium from that mirror of
true chivalry, Field-Marshal Earl Roberts. ' His military
exploits, his brilliant services to his country, and the fact
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that he died fighting gallantly to the last against the
enemies of his country,' as the historian has recorded,
will always entitle him to a place among the heroes in the
Temple of Fame, but the defects inherent in his remarkable
and picturesque personality will ever prevent his taking
a place among them in the front rank.

If the work of the more conspicuous and more dis-
tinguished of the heroes of the Indian Mutiny presents
a glorious record, so does that of the rank and file, less
conspicuous it may be, as human estimate judges, but
none the less distinguished. And one most noticeable
feature was the humanity that characterized the British
soldier whose temper, surely more tried than it had ever
been, stood the test. An incident that speaks with unpre-
meditated eloquence of this has been recorded by Earl
Roberts: ' In an unpublished diary of a British officer
kept during the Siege of Delhi there occurs an entry written
on the eve of the grand assault. It is to this effect : The
orders for the assault were then read to the men. Any
officer or man who might be wounded was to be left where
he fell : no one was to step from the ranks to help him,
as there were no men to spare.  There was to be no plunder-
ing. No prisoners were to be taken, as there was no one
to guard them : and care was to be taken that no women
or children were to be injured. To this the men all
answered at once by " No fear, Sir "." Lord Strathnairn,
during the Central India Campaign, also commented on
this noble spirit of humanity, as shown by the soldiers
under his command. ' Methods of barbarism' have never
characterized the British soldier in the field. Such a
phrase, it is true, has once been used by a statesman, but
it was used in the heat of parliamentary partisanship, and
was not intended, so says his apologist, to have the applica-
tion that it has so often been credited with having. It was
one more of those terminological inexactitudes that have
been struck in the mint of party politics.
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Nor, in their gallantry and devotion to duty, were the
rank and file of the Indian branch of the Army one whit
behind their British comrades. Colonel Younghusband,
in that narrative so full of adventure and stirring deeds
as he well describes it, The Story of the Guides, has written
of one of his heroes in these terms : ' He was one of those
Bayards of the East who know no fear, and as soldiers are
without reproach.’ And truly that Punjabi Muhammadan
of the 4th Punjab Infantry, Mukarrab Khan by name,
whose gallant deed, which won him the Indian equivalent
of the Victoria Cross, was a Bayard of the East, if ever
there was one. It was in the course of an attack on the
Sikandarbagh, during the operations for thefinal relief of the
Lucknow Residency. Earl Roberts was himself an eye-
witness of the deed, and has thus recorded it : ' The enemy,
having been driven out of the earthwork, made for the
gateway, the heavy doors of which were in the act of
being closed, when the Punjabi pushed his left arm, on
which he carried a shield, between them, thus preventing
their being shut. On his hand being badly wounded by
a sword cut, he drew it out and instantly thrust in the
other arm, when the right hand was all but severed at the
wrist. But he gained his object : the doors could not be
closed, and were soon forced open altogether, and the troops
swarmed in." Few finer examples of devotion, moreover,
have been recorded in history than that of the faithful
Sepoy of the 13th Bengal Native Infantry, who, after
heroic service with his British comrades in the beleaguered
Residency, having, on the approach of the relieving force,
rushed out to welcome them, was mistaken by the High-
landers, as they charged in their mad rush, for a foeman,
and bayoneted. It is recorded that, as he lay dying, he
said to his two companions, who had shared his fate, ' It
does not matter : we have died for the Government.'
And in the ranks of the rebel army the Britisli soldier
found many a foeman worthy of his steel. In his inter-
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esting Reminiscences of the Revolt in Hindustan, Sir Evelyn
Wood has recorded how, ' a sentry over the King's palace
at Delhi awaited death at his post' : and how, 'in a long
passage leading to the Palace which was crowded with
wounded soldiers, a private of the 37th Native Infantry
stood still at " The Ready" till the stormers were near,
when, levelling his musket, he fired : then charging, he
met death on the bayonets of the King's Royal Rifles.'

In any record of the achievements of the Army in India,
the work done by Volunteers cannot be omitted. It will
be sufficient to quote the testimony of Havelock, who had
so good an opportunity of judging of their quality : what
he says applies specially to the young officers who served
as Volunteers with his force, but it is equally applicable
to all the members of the Volunteer Corps : ' New to the
country, new to the service, unaccustomed to roughing it,
brought up in every luxury, and led to believe that on their
arrival in India, they would have the same, these young
officers and gentlemen willingly threw themselves into the
thick of the work, often without a tent or cover of any sort
to shelter them from the rain or sun, with bad provisions
and hard work. Side by side with the privates they took
their turn of duty, and side by side with them they fought,
were wounded, and some of them died. When we got into
Lucknow and were usdess as Cavalry, they cheerfully took
the musket, and night and day, at one of the most important
posts, did sentry duty with the men. Well and nobly
they did their duty : and proud may those boys be when
they point to the medal on their breast, and say: " | won
this while serving as a private in the field." ' And who
can doubt that, when time and opportunity present them-
selves, Haldane's Terriers will give as good an account of
themselves, as Havelock's Gentlemen Volunteers did ?

It is fitting that non-combatants aso should find a place
in this record of noble deeds and gallant conduct. Many
of those who in the piping times of peace would never
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have thought of handling a musket, or wielding a sword,
had occasionally to take their place among the ranks of
combatants at this time of storm and stress, and many
others were called on to dare and do deeds of daring that
helped to save the Empire : and such were to be found
not only in the ranks of Britons, but in those of their
Indian allies as well. Earl Roberts has recorded one
conspicuous instance of gallantry on the part of a member
of the Medical Service: 'Tyrrell Ross was well known as
a skilful surgeon, and esteemed as a staunch friend. He
had just returned from England, and on the very morning
of the engagement that cleared the enemy off the road
to Fatehgarh, had been placed in medical charge of the
Cavalry Brigade. When the order to mount was given,
Ross asked the General where he wished him to be, pointing
out that he would not be of much use in the rear, if there
was a pursuit across country. The General replied :
" Quite so, | have heard you are a good rider and can use
your sword. Ride on my left, and help to look after my
squadron.” This Ross did as well as any Cavalry officer
could have done.' It is recorded, moreover, that when
the 78th Highlanders were awarded two Victoria Crosses
and were asked to elect the recipients of them, one, by
the universal acclamation of the men, was bestowed upon
Assistant-Surgeon Valentine MeMaster, for the devoted
gallantry with which he had risked his life in binding up
the wounds, and securing the retreat of the men under
his charge who had been disabled by the bullets of the
enemy.

The deed by which the civilian Kavanagh, who had been
a clerk in an office in Lucknow, won his Victoria Cross,
was one that demanded the very highest moral and
physical courage. He had to make his way through a
city teeming with enemies, carrying important dispatches
and a plan of Lucknow, to the General in Command of the
relieving force. His remarkable fairness of complexion,
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and his blue eyes, rendered the difficulties of an efficient
disguise all the greater : and he himself has acknowledged
that, when ho plunged into the waters of the Gumti, to
conceal himself in the suburbs, till nightfall would enable
him again to cross the river and pass through the city
without too great risk, he felt aimost inclined to abandon
the enterprise altogether. More than once he was accosted
as eventually he made his way through the streets of the
city after dark, and was only saved from recognition by
the adroitness and resource of the plucky man of Oudh
who was accompanying him, who took upon himself to
answer all questions. Had Ou tram been compelled to
employ a native spy at this juncture, he would have had
to send his communication in the usual way such were
conveyed during the Mutiny, written in French, signed in
Greek, and rolled up in a quill. But Ou tram was par-
ticularly anxious to communicate certain information at
great length to Sir Colin Campbell, and to place in his
hands a plan of the route he proposed that he should
advance by, so as to save him and his men from the severe
fighting that would be entailed if they followed the route
that he and Havelock had followed on the first advance.
Andthis the offer of Kavanagh, which, as Earl Roberts has
said, was such an offer as must have appealed to the heart
of the Bayard of India, enabled him to accomplish. There
was another man in Luc know also, who had covered
himself with undying glory for the heroic manner in which,
on three occasions at least, he had risked his life in carrying
communications between the garrison and the relieving
force under Havelock. This was the Sepoy Pensioner,
Angad, of whom an officer in the Residency wrote that he
was the one man who had kept hope alive amongst them all
that help would surely soon arrive, and had thus heartened
them for their work. It is recorded that when, towards
the end of September, he brought the cheering news of the
advance of Havelock and Outram, he was the hero of the
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hour : he is reported then to have said : ' Now | have got
back three times, | will go no more, but will live and die
with you.'

Something must be said of the work of the Indian
followers and attendants, so many hundreds of whom
shared the dangers and privations of their masters, aye,
and mistresses too, and displayed throughout a devotion
and a constancy that lias been well described as unparalleled
in the records of any nation. The troopers of the 9th
Lancers, as recorded by Earl Roberts, bore their testimony
to the high qualities displayed by such : when they were
called upon to name the man they considered most worthy
of the Victoria Cross, an honour which Sir Colin Campbell
proposed to confer on the Regiment to mark his apprecia-
tion of the gallantry displayed by all ranks during the
campaign, they unanimously chose the head Bhisti, Water-
Carrier of the force. The deeds of these men have in the
main been left unrecorded, and their bodies rest in unnamed
graves, but they were none the less heroes, and their deeds
will ever be written in the hearts, not only of their own
countrymen in India, but of Englishmen, who are always
the first to recognize heroic deeds performed by whatever
race, and in whatever clime.

Deeds

Above heroic, though in secret done
And unrecorded, last through many an age.

And what words will suffice to record the acts of heroic
courage, or equally heroic constancy, displayed during this
tremendous crisis, by the daughters of England, who were
ever ready to share the perils and difficulties of the time
with England's sons ? They played indeed a noble part
throughout the Empire. And where their services were
most needed, in the hospitals, by the side of the wounded
and the dying, there they were ever to be found: and
besides visiting the sick, they did much good work in other
directions, says the historian, ' giving confidence to the
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desponding by cheerful looks and cheerful words, teaching
the young and performing many other Christian offices.
Few finer pictures have been presented of noble English
womanhood than that which has been depicted of Lady
Outram, who proved herself a fitting help-meet for the
Bayard of India. When escaping from Aligarh, she had
to walk barefooted for many a mile before finding shelter
behind the walls of the Fort at Agra: and when the Fort
was invested by the enemy, it is recorded that, ' it was
a delight to the European soldiers to se her, with her
serene face, always ready with a kind smile, and a kind
word, as she moved about amongst them." Most heroic
of all was the attitude of the Englishwomen at Cawnpur,
' the stories of whose womanly self-devotion, and patient
endurance, and calm courage, as they waited for the
inevitable end, are,' says the historian, ' too long to tell
in detail." And, as the relieving forces got nearer and
nearer to Lucknow, the one thought- of all, officers and men,
fresh from the scene of carnage and massacre, was how
to avert a similar terrible fate befalling their country-
women shut up within the walls of the Residency. And
they strained every nerve that such should not be. Their
thoughts indeed were continually with their countrywomen
in their hour of peril and adversity. As the gallant Neill
was passing the battery commanded by Captain Olpherts,
that young officer of Artillery, for whose bravery Outram
was unable to find a term sufficiently expressive, he heard
him call out to his men : ' The sound of your guns, men,
is music to the ladies." Neill himself was bringing with
him a box of comforts and delicacies for their use, and,
though he was not to have the happiness of personally
distributing them, they were all duly given away for him
by a brother officer. And, as the force entered the Resi-
dency, itisrecorded that," The Highlanders rushed forward,
the rough-bearded warriors, and shook the ladies by the
hand with loud and repeated congratulations. They took
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the children up in their arms, and fondly caressing them,
passed them from one to another in turn.'

The roll of the dead is along and distinguished one, and
so is that of the survivors. Speaking at the Commemora-
tion Banquet already referred to, the President said :
' The lapse of fifty years had carried off all those to whom
the country then looked to protect its interests, and to
guarditshonour. They who were left werelittle more than
boys at the time, and there was no one now alive who held
any position of responsibility at that period." In these
modest words, Field-Marshal Earl Roberts, for he it was
who was presiding on the occasion referred to, spoke of
the work done during the great crisis by such as himself.
If he and his heroic companions were only boys at the time
the fact that among them arc now to be found four Field-
Marshals of the British Army, shows that they were boys
of whom any nation might well be proud. Earl Roberts's
whole record shows that the stuff was there : yet in the
moulding it might be, but it was not to be long before
the moulding took shape, and lo! a model of chivalry
and renown. By his own confession he moulded himself
after the fashion of the great Nicholson : and in Nicholson
and Roberts all men will recognize true type and anti-type.
Space will only allow of one incident in the career of the
gallant Field-Marshal Earl Roberts being taken, but it
will serve as representative of the work done by the boys,
who are now war-worn veterans. That one will be the
incident which holds, perhaps, the highest place in the
estimation of the hero himself, the occasion when he won
the Victoria Cross. It must be given in his own modest
language. ' The troops had moved out from Cawnpur to
open up communications between Bengal and the Punjab.
An engagement with the enemy was proceeding on the
banks of the Kala Nadi, the Black Stream, at Khudaganj,
on the high road to Fatehgarh. Suddenly | saw Y oung-
husband fall, but | could not go to his assistance, as at



INTRODUCTION xxiii

that moment one of his Sowars was in dire peril from a
Sepoy who was attacking him with his fixed bayonet, and
H ad | not helped the man, and disposed of his opponent,
he must have been killed. The next moment | descried
in the distance two Sepoys making off with a Standard,
which | determined must be captured, so | rode after the
rebels and overtook them, and while wrenching the staff
out of the hands of one of them, whom | out down, the
other put his musket close to my body and fired : fortu-
nately for me it missed fire, and | carried off the Standard.
For these two acts | was awarded the Victoria Cross.'
And who will deny that it was a distinction most gallantly
won?

The story of the Indian Mutiny will ever exercise a
fascination over the minds and imagination of men. It
has, indeed, a world-wide interest. Drama must always
appeal to the human race. And in this particular story
the world has seen depicted not one only, but a whole
series of immortal dramas. What a theme for the great
World-Dramatists and for the great World-Poets is here !
Not one single element that goes to make up a World-
Drama, or agreat World-Epic is wanting. Scene succeeds
scene with dramatic swiftness : figures heroic who would
not have done despite to an Homeric stage : figures tragic
and pathetic such as only the genius of a Shakespeare could
adequately present : figures half-divine and wholly dae-
monic such as only a Milton could have called up from
the vasty deep of his almost inspired imagination : all
these move across the stage. It would be a theme, more-
over, for a modern Indian Epic : but who could be found
capable of undertaking so tremendous a task ? And yet
the writer of these pages, in his wanderings amidst the
Highlands of Kashmir, once came across a solitary English-
man who had conceived the idea. He was travelling the
length and breadth of India to report on the historic and
prehistoric antiquities of that great Continent. His
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imagination had been so impressed with tlieir surpassing
interest that he had already commenced his stupendous
task : it was none other than to rival the authors of the
great Epics of an India of an earlier day, by composing
an Epic that should cover both the ancient and the modern
history of India: to be written in Cantos of Spenserian
verse. Part of his task had already been accomplished
when the writer met with him, but long before its com-
pletion, 'the pestilence that walketh in darkness' had
claimed him as its victim.

Apart from the world interest of the story of the Indian
Mutiny which it has on its dramatic side, it will always
have a special interest for Englishmen, and that, not only
on account of the halo that surrounds it of great and
ennobling achievements, but from the lessons it teaches.
It is a call to the ' Sons of the Empire' not only to be
ready whenever the summons comes, to emulate these
achievements, but to take up 'the white man's burden'
in whatever part of the world they may hear ' the call
of the Empire'. 'If the trumpet give an uncertain
sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle ?' There
is no uncertain sound in that clear clarion call with which
that true Imperialist, Lord Curzon, has summoned all
true sons of the Empire to rally to the call of the Empire.
Inhis great speech on ' The true Imperialism' which he
delivered at Birmingham, in 1907, Lord Curzon said :—
" As to the future, if he found any audience of his country-
men, who were plunged in doubt as to what it might bring
forth, and who wondered whether the handwriting might
not already be tracing its sentence on the wall of our
Empire, asit had done upon those of Babylon, and Nineveh,
and Rome, he would say to them, " Have no such craven
fears. From the sordid controversies and sometimes
depressing gloom of our insular existence look forth, and
if the summons comes to you, go forth, into the larger
fields of Empire where duty still calls, and an illimitable
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horizon opens. Preserve with faithful attachment the
acquisitions of our forefathers, not tabulating them with
vulgar pride, but accepting the legacy with reverence, and
holding no sacrifice too great to maintain it. Be sure
that in our national character, if we can keep it high and
undefiled, still lies our national strength. Count it no
shame to acknowledge our Imperial Mission, but on the
contrary the greatest disgrace to be untrue to it, and
even if God no longer thunders from Sinai, and His oracles
are sometimes reported dumb, cling humbly but fervently
to the belief that so long as we are worthy we may still
remain one of the instruments through whom He chooses
to speak to mankind." '

England need never fear that the call of the Empire
will ever be sounded in vain 0 long as her sons respond
so nobly to it as did the late Lieutenant-Governor of the
Punjab, the noble and heroic Denzil Ibbetson, during that
crisis which, early in 1907, stirred England and India to
its depths, and which, had it been left to a weaker or less
resolute man to encounter, might well have developed
into a dangerous menace to the State. The promptness
and decision with which it was met alone saved the situa-
tion. Sir Denzil Ibbetson showed that the teaching of
History had not been forgotten by the modern race of
Indian administrators, and that the qualities that dis-
tinguished those that laid the foundations of the great
Indian Empire, are still to be found in those on whom
the duty has devolved of maintaining itin all itsintegrity.
But what will ever entitle him to a place among England's
most noble and honoured sons is the fact that he did what
he did knowing that he had the sentence of death upon
him. And he as truly sacrificed his life upon the altar of
duty, as did any of the great heroes who died for their
country during the great crisis of the Mutiny. In an
address presented to Ou tram after his return to England
the Times has recorded that these words occurred : ' By

OSWELL c
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men of your stamp was our Indian Empire won, by men
of your stamp must it be preserved—by men as honest,
as single-minded, as chivalrous, as humane, with as much
love for the people of the country, as much pride in an
Indian career, and as little thought of self as James Outram.’
Such a man was Denzil Ibbetson. And equally applicable
to him, as to those other heroes whom the soul of the
historian of the Sepoy War delighted to honour, are the
lines which he has quoted from Pindar :—

Whoe'er has reached the highest pinnacle

Of fame by glorious toil, or daring skill,

. . . let him possess his soul in quietness

And bear his honours meekly : at the last

E'en gloomy death will have for sudi an one
Some gleams of brightness, for he will bequeath
To THe dear offspring of his heart and race
Their best inheritance—an honoured name.

This volume represents the first of a series of Character
Sketches of the Rulers of India. They do not profess to
be original, but are largely abstracts of the series edited
by the late Sir W. W. Hunter on behalf of the Delegates
of the Clarendon Press, who have courteously accorded
me their permission to make use of the volumes of that
series in this way. The sketches have been specially
adapted to serve either aslectu res in schools and colleges,
for which purpose they have been so written that their
delivery need not exceed the limits of the average school-
hour of fifty minutes, or for reading by the general public.
The adaptations have been drawn from an experience
gained during a long career in India extending over thirty
years, spent chiefly in educational work among the Princes
and nobles of the country. They should appeal to all who
are interested in the development of our great Indian
Empire, as they give a more or less complete picture of the
principles on which that Empire has been administered,
and by which it has been maintained—principles of
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justice, truth, and righteousness—and of the character of
the men who have been deputed by England to be its
rulers.

The present series covers the period immediately before,
during, and after the Indian Mutiny. They dea with
the Civil Administration of the Marquess of Dalhousie,
Earl Canning, Lord Lawrence, Sir Henry Lawrence, and
the Earl of Mayo, and with the military operations of
Lords Clyde and Strathnairn. In order to make the picture
of this important period more complete and interesting,
the careers of Sir Henry Haveloek and of Rrigadier-
General John Nicholson have been included in the series.
Thus all the leading features of the administration of the
Indian Empire are pictured from the final development
of the Company's rule under Lord Dalhousie, and the end
of that rule that came about with the transfer of the Govern-
ment of India from the Company to the Crown under
Lord Canning, to the final consolidation of the Queen's
rule under Lord Mayo.

The authors of the original works from which | have
drawn the materials for my sketches are :—

Sir W. W. Hunter, Author of The Marquess of Dalhousie

and The Earl of Mayo.
Sir H. S. Cunningham, Author of Earl Canning.
General McLeod Innes, Author of Sr Henry Lawrence.
Major-General Sir O. T. Burne, Author of Clyde and
Strathnairn.

Sir C. U. Aitchison, Author of Lord Lawrence.

Sir J. W. Kaye, Author of Life of John Nicholson.
Edition 1867.

John Clark Marshman, Author of Memoirs of Sr Henry
Havelock.  Edition 1860.

| have been aso indebted for some of my materials to
Field-Marshal Earl Roberts's Forty-one Years in India : to
Captain Trotter's Life of John Nicholson: and to Kayo
and Malleson's History of the 2Sepoy War.

c
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To Lord Curzon, late Viceroy of India, and Chancellor
of the University of Oxford, whose sustained enthusiasm
in all that concerned the welfare of India shone with
undimmed lustre, a beacon to his generation, throughout
the seven long years of his Vieeroyalty, this series of
Character-Sketches of the Rulers of India, by his gracious
permission, is dedicated.

G. D. OSWELL, M.A.

January.



CONTENTS

CHAPTERI
PAGE
THIS FINAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMPANY'S RULE: LORD
DALHOUSE, 1812- 1800 7
CHAPTER 11
THE TRANSFER OF INDIA FROM THE COMPANY TO THE CROWN :
LORD CANNING, 1812-1802 26
CHAPTER I ']
THE PACIFICATOR: SIR HENRY LAWRENCE, 1800-1857 . 46
CHAPTER IV
THE SUPPRESSION OF THE GREAT REVOLT : CLYDE (1792-1803)
A ND STRATHNAIRN (1801-1885). 65
CHAPTER V
THE RECONSTRUCTION OF INDIA UNDER THE CROWN : LORD
LAWRENCE, 1811-1879 . . 84
CHAPTER VI
THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE QUEEN'S RULE IN INDIA : LORD
MAYO, 1822-1872 . 101
CHAPTER V11
THE CAPTURE OF DELHI: JOHN NICHOLSON, 1822-1857 . 117
CHAPTER VIII

THE RELIEF OF LUCKNOW: SIR HENRY HAVELOCK, 1795-
1857. . . . . . . 146



ERRATUM
Page 72, line O, for Curzon read Minto



CHAPTER |

THE FINAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMPANY'S
RULE

LORD DALHOUSIE, 1812-1860.

THE most striking feature in Lord Dalhousie was his
strong personality : this trait he owed to his descent ;
strength of character had always been a characteristic of
the family to which he belonged.

Lord Dalhousie was born in Canada, where his father
was at the time Governor-General. He was sent to school
at Harrow. One incident of his schoolboy days made a
marked impression upon him, as it was well calculated
to do: this was a visit paid to his old school by the
Marquess of Hastings, on his return from ruling India for
nine years, and his generosity in presenting each boy with
a couple of sovereigns.

From Harrow he proceeded to Oxford, where among his
contemporaries were Gladstone, Canning, and Elgin, the
two latter, like himself, destined to be Rulers of India.
He took an ordinary degree, but the examiners, recog-
nizing his splendid abilities, and in consideration of certain
special circumstances that had interfered with his reading
for Honours, gave him an Honorary Fourth, which was then
regarded as equivalent to a Second in Greats.

In 1835, he made an attempt to enter Parliament, but
was unsuccessful. He married in the course of the follow-
ingyear. His second attempt to enter Parliament, in 1837,
was successful, but his Parliamentary career was destined
to be a very short one, for in the following year he suc-
ceeded to the Earldom of Dahousie. He now proceeded
to devote himself to whatever local work came to his hand.
In 1842 he had the honour of receiving a visit from the
young Queen. It is recorded of him, as characteristic of
the haughty courtesy which in later years grew upon him,
that he playfully reminded Her Majesty that the last
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English Sovereign who had approached Dalhousie Castle
was Henry |V, and he had remained outside for weeks, and
never succeeded in gaining admission. A few years after
this he held office as President of the Board of Trade, and
in that capacity laid before the Prime Minister a scheme
of railway development: hetreated it entirely as a concern
of the State, thus anticipating his later work in India.
His scheme provided that no new line of railway should be
sanctioned, except on some clear ground of public advan-
tage, commercial or strategic. This system was not accepted
in England, but it formed the basis on which the railway
system of India has been elaborated. He devoted much
time and thought to the subject : indeed his persistent
overwork in connexion with it isthought to have laid the
foundation of future disease. English statesmen now began
to recognize his eminent qualities, and in 1847, at the early
age of thirty-five, he received the offer of the Governor-
Generalship of India. He accepted the offer with some
hesitation, as a promising political career in England
seemed to be opening out before him.

He proceeded to India at the end of the same year.
At the very outset he was called on to experience that
penalty of an Indian career that so many have to undergo,
for, though his wife accompanied him, he had to leave his
two little daughters behind in England.

Before handing over charge of his office to Lord Dal-
housie, his immediate predecessor, Lord Hardinge, had
remarked that, so far as human foresight could predict,
it would not be necessary to fire a gun in India for seven
years to come. Similarly, the English Press had written,
' Everything seems to favour the new ruler; India is
in the full enjoyment of a peace, which, humanly speaking,
there seems nothing to disturb.’

Events, however, were destined speedily to falsify these
predictions: the seven years of peace Lord Hardinge had
predicted ultimately proved to be seven years of war.
Indeed, within ashort three months after L ord Dalhousie's
arrival in India, an event occurred which opened the eyes
of the new ruler to the actual state of things. Two
British officers, Lieutonant Anderson and Mr. Vans Agnew,
were murdered at Multan by the treachery of Mulraj,
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Governor of the town. This man had been removed
from office by the influence of the British Resident at
Lahore, and the two officers had been sent to take over
the government from him, and to install a Sikh Governor
in his place.

These young officers had had to take refuge in a Muham-
madan mosque from a sudden attack made on them by
a fanatical soldier, and Mulraj directed his guns upon this
place. Itisto the credit of the Sikh soldiers in the pay of
Mulraj, and of the better sort of the people of the town,
that they refrained from taking any part in the murder of
the defenceless men ; it was left to the city rabble, who
were not Sikhsat all. Vans Agnew'slast wordswere : 'We
are not the last of the English." A marble tablet to the
memory of the young officers was afterwards erected in
the Cathedral at Calcutta.

Vans Agnew had sent off a pencilled note for aid to the
British Resident at Lahore, and another to the Commis-
sioner of Bannu ; thislatter reached the hands of Lieutenant
Herbert Ed ward es as he was sitting in his solitary tent on
the banks of the Indus. The letter was addressed in
Persian ' To General Courtland in Bannu, or wherever
he may be'. Edwardes, thinking the letter might be
urgent, opened it, and realizing the gravity of the situation
from its contents, at once rushed to the rescue with his
District escort, and a few local companies of Sikhs, in all
some 400 men. Mulraj met him with 4,000 men and eight
guns. Edwardes could do little without reinforcements,
which unfortunately never came. He remarked, '| am
like aterrier barking at atiger." Nevertheless, the plucky
little terrier kept barking at the tiger all through the hot
weather of 1848, and actually, with the help of some native
allies from the Muhammadan State of Bahawalpore,
succeeded in driving Mulraj back into the fort with the loss
of his eight guns. The British commander, however, did
not se the urgency of a hot-weather campaign, 'as if,’'
wrote an indignant officer from Multan, ' the rebellion
could be put off, like a champagne tiffin, with a three-
cornered note to Mulraj to name a date more agreeable.'
The local revolt soon extended into a general rising of the
Sikhs, and the second Sikh war was thus precipitated.
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It ended in the annexation of the Punjab to the British
Empire.

Lord Dahousie had expressed his determination to make
the last battle of the war a final and decisive one. He
wrote to the commander : ' The war must be prosecuted
now to the entire defeat and dispersion of all who are in
arms against us, whether Sikhs or Afghans : and afinal and
decisive one it was accordingly made. Of the Afghan
horsemen who had been engaged, a native writer wrote in
picturesque language : ' They had ridden down through
the hills like lions, and they ran back into them like dogs.'

Before the second Sikh war, Lord Dalhousie had been
averse from annexation, but after it he realized that this
was the only feasible policy. ' There never will be peace
in the Punjab," he wrote, ' aslong as its people are allowed
to retain the means and the opportunity of making war :
there never can be now any guarantee for the tranquillity
of India until we shall have effected the entire subjection
of the Sikh people and destroyed its power as an indepen-
dent nation." It is interesting to note how the difference
in the character of the two advisers whom Lord Dalhousie
had consulted in the matter came out in their respective
answers : Henry Lawrence had said that annexation was
just but not expedient; John Lawrence had said that it
was just, and that its expediency was undeniable and
pressing. The country was therefore annexed : the boy
prince was deposed, and was granted a very handsome
provision for life, with the titular dignity of Prince. In
making his final decision, Lord Dalhousie used these
solemn words : ' While deeply sensible of the responsi-
bility |1 have assumed, | have an undoubting conviction
of the expediency, the justice, and the necessity of my
act. What | have done, | have done with a clear con-
science, and in the honest belief that it was imperatively
demanded of me by my duty to the State.’

The natural corollary to conquest was the settlement and
consolidation of the country. Lord Dalhousie personally
dealt with each question as it came up, and personally
inspected each part of the Province: he aso took up
his residence for many months of the year at Simla, so
as to be near. With Lord Dalhousie as the controlling
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power, and with such agents as the Lawrences, Herbert
Edwardes, and John Nicholson, the success of the measures
that were taken to settle the Province was assured.

That even the chiefs were ultimately satisfied by the
arrangements made may be illustrated by the remark
of one of them : ' We have got more than Ran jit Singh
would ever have given us, and that free of all military
service.” Not the least important of the measures taken
was the settlement of the Land Tax on a fairer basis than
before, and the establishment of a record of rights. The
two instruments of the revenue system of the old Sikh
Governments had been the soldier and the tax-gatherer :
the taxes were often collected, indeed, at the point of the
bayonet: just so in Oudh, its Kings were in the habit of
collecting the taxes at the cannon's mouth. A new moral
life was stirred up in the country by the introduction of
an educational system ; that this was so, may be illus-
trated by the action which the Sikh Sardars took in re-
solving to reduce their heavy marriage expenses ; the old
financial difficulty of providing dowries for their daughters
had been one of the principal causes that led to the crime
of female infanticide formerly so rife in the Punjab. It
was this successful administration that made of the Punjab
what it becamo in the troublesome days of the Mutiny :
' The Saviour Province of India.'

Lord Dalhousie was next involved in war with the Raja
of Sikhim, who had treacherously seized the British political
officer, and the great botanist, Sir Joseph Hooker. This
war resulted in the annexation of an outlying tract of the
country : it was only a fitting punishment for such an act
of treachery.

Ever since the Burmese War in Lord Amherst's time,
Rangoon had remained an integral part of the Burmese
Empire. A British Resident had been originally stationed
at Ava, and during the lifetime of the ruler, with whom
the Treaty of Y andabu had been made, it had been faithfully
observed. On the succession of a new ruler, a change had
taken place in the position of the British : no represen-
tative had been allowed at the Burmese capital: and all
diplomatic relations had ceased. The pretensions of the
Emperor of Burmah of the time may be illustrated from
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such high-sounding titles as: ' The Elder Brother of
China,' " The Lord who is the greatest of Kings.” The
immediate cause of the action of Lord Dalhousie was a
petition of British merchants at Rangoon, which stated
that the Burmese Governor had granted his dependants
permission to rob the inhabitants, as he had no money to
pay them ; they were to get money as best they could.
A Britishnaval officer was sent to interview the Governor
in order to obtain redress. He could get no reply at all
to his repeated requests for an interview ; he was kept
waiting in the sun, and then was informed that the Governor
was asleep, and could not be disturbed. It became evident
that redress could not be obtained by peaceful means, and
that there was no other alternative but war. The result
of the war that ensued was the conquest and annexation
of Lower Burmah. From the very commencement of the
campaign, Lord Dalhousie had laid down the principle
that, with a nation so ridiculously and mischievously
self-conceited and arrogant, whatever was conquered must
be annexed ; any other course would be regarded as a sign
of weakness.

The chief incident in the campaign was the storming
of the great temple-citadel of the Shwe Dagon Pagoda at
Rangoon. On the occasion of avisit which Lord Dalhousie
paid at a later date to Rangoon, he remarked to the British
General: ' | cannot imagine, General, how your men ever
got in at this place.’ The chief constituents of the garrison
were the picked guards, known as' The Immortals of the
Golden Country ', whose discipline compelled them to die at
their posts : on this occasion, however, they were the first
to flee, and they were in such a hurry that they forgot to
unloose some women and children who had been fastened up
among the guns as pledges for the valour of the defenders.
The curious device by which the courage of the ordinary
troops used to be ensured also proved of no avail on this
occasion : the king used to keep the wives and children
of the married soldiers as hostages, while all bachelor
soldiers were chained up to the guns and embrasures of
the forts. While he foresaw the necessity of an ultimate
annexation of the whole Burmese Empire, Lord Dalhousie
was content to stay his hand after the capture of the city
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that commanded the approach to the capital by river:
his reasons for thus acting were given in a private
letter : ' To march to Ava will give no peace unless the
army remains at Ava; in other words, unless we absorb
the whole Burmese Empire : that necessity may come some
day ; | sincerely hope it will not come in my day.'

As had been the case with the Punjab, so now with Bur-
mah, Lord Dalhousie devoted much time and thought to
the question of the administration of the newly annexed
territory, and he personally controlled the measures taken.
He paid altogether four visits to see that his policy was
properly carried out. The nature of the problems to be
solved was distinct. For one thing, there was an entire
absence of any ruling class in Burmah, below the King
and the King's officials ; these latter were only the instru-
ments of the King's oppression—the attitude of the people
towards them was naturally, therefore, one of distrust and
dislike, and disorder was the natural atmosphere in which
they moved. The change that took place under British
administration was naturally slow, but the final results
were good : a conviction was created among the people
that under British rule peaceful industry yielded an easier
livelihood than crime.

By the conquest and consequent annexation of the
Punjab, Lower Burmah, and the outlying tracts of Sikhim,
Lord Dalhousie had added to the British dominions in
India territories equal to nearly twice the area of England
and Wales.

The annexations which were made by Lord Dalhousie
were forced on him by circumstances just as conquest had
been. It was becoming increasingly evident that the old
system of ruling, through the make-believe of sham royal-
ties, could exist no longer side by side with the object-
lesson which was being shown the people of India of the
very different system under which the Government of India
itself wasadministering its own territories. If the Govern-
ment of Indiaitself recognized, as it undoubtedly did, that
it existed only for the benefit of the governed, and not for
the profit of the rulers, it was only natural that it should
insist on the same policy for the Dependent Native States.
The Times, in an article written in the year 1853, on the
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results of the old system, under which native rulers, no
matter what the character of their rule, had been bolstered
up by British support, had thus expressed itself : ' We give
mandy of these princes power without responsibility : our
hand of iron maintains them on the throne despite their
imbecility, their vices, and their crimes." Even Sir Henry
Lawrence had been obliged to acknowledge of many of the
native Indian rulers of thetime that, if they could not plun-
der strangers, they must harry their own people. The time
seemed ripe then for a change, and Lord Dahousie deter-
mined to apply to the Dependent Native States of India
the principle that already actuated the Supreme Govern-
ment, namely, that government is not designed for the
profit of princes but for the welfare of the people.

Thewhole question practically centred round the privilege
of adoption. Under Hindu Law, every man has the right
of adopting a son on failure of a male heir, to allow of the
proper discharge of all due religious ceremonies, on which
the welfare of the deceased parent depends in his future
state in the other world ; the adopted son thus became the
spiritual 'personaof his adoptive father, and succeeded to his
property. This was recognized by the Government as
a right to succession to property, but not to government.
As regards the right of succession to government, the prin-
ciple had been laid down by law that, where the govern-
ment of a State was in question, the consent of the para-
mount power was necessary to confirm such an adoption;
it was further recognized that the paramount power had
full legal right to withhold its assent if it thought fit; a
recognition of adoption was to be regarded, moreover, as
a specia mark of favour.

A poet has well expressed the principle on which the
Sovereign Power is bound to act in such cases :—

Are crowns and empire,
The government and safety of mankind,
Trifles of such light moment to be left
Like somerich toy, aring, or fancied gem,
Like pledge of parting friends ?

Can kings do thus,
And give away a people for alegacy V
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On thisprinciple Lord Dalhousie proceeded to act. Thus
the doctrine of lapse became, by force of circumstances,
the deliberately formulated policy of the Government of
India at this time. One of the earliest examples of the
application of the new policy was the Principality of Satara.
This had been created by the British on the general break-
up of the Mahratta power inthe early part of the nineteenth
century. Theruler of the State had adopted a successor
on his death-bed. As far back, however, as 1841, the prin-
ciple had been laid down that it was inexpedient to re-
constitute a subordinate State by recognizing a death-bed
adoption. Lord Dalhousie and his responsible advisers
decided that in this particular case the principle must be
adhered to; Satara therefore lapsed to the British Govern-
ment, and thus became an integral part of the British
dominions. In the next case, that of Sambalpur, the
chief had deliberately refused to adopt an heir, with the
express view that his people, after his death, might enjoy
the security of English administration : here the question
of adoption did not come up at all : it was a cae of a
childless chief practically bequeathing his territory to
the British Government. Jhansi had been ceded by the
Peshwa to the British so far back as 1817 : in 1832, a Raja
had been created out of the local Subahdar : he had died
childless a few years later, after a weak and oppressive
administration. The Government of the day selected a
great-uncle to succeed him; he also died childless after a
similar oppressive rule. The Government again selected
a successor, but, owing to the country having fallen into
disorder, had for a time to assume the administration
itself, the management being afterwards restored to the
Raja. He proved a fair ruler as judged by native stan-
dards ; hediedin 1853, leaving no natural heir, but only an
adopted child. The question then arose whether the child
was to be allowed to succeed to the sovereignty of the State:
the Government, having in view the misrule of the previous
thirty years, and the calamities that had befallen the people
in consequence, decided in the negative. Lord Dalhousie
held that sound policy combined with duty in urging the
British Government to refuse to recognize the adoption
and to take possession of Jhansi as an escheat. An ample
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pension was given to the widow, and the territories were
brought under the direct administration of the Government
of India. Some other smaller States lapsed in the same
way. In one case, that of a certain Amir of Scinde, it
was discovered that he had obtained possession of certain
British districts under a forged document; these, therefore,
naturally reverted to their rightful owners. In another
case that occurred in Orissa, the persistent practice by the
ruler of therite of human sacrifice formed an all-sufficient
ground for the forfeiture of his territories. Even in these
days evidence every now and again crops up to show that
this practice has not entirely died out in some of the more
remote hill tracts.

Nagpur was perhaps the most important of the States,
taking extent of territory into consideration, that were thus
annexed. This State comprised four-fifths of the existing
Central Provinces, excluding Berar. It had been originally
Gond territory, and had been conquered by the Mahrattas
in 1781. Years of terrible suffering had followed this
conquest. When Mabhratta rule disappeared, as it did in
1818, a portion of the old State was reconstituted by the
Marquess of Hastings as a subordinate Native State. This
was placed under the nominal rule of an infant descendant
of the second Raja; an English Resident, Sir Richard
Jenkins, wasappointed to administerit. Thelong minority
of the young Raja under the able administration of Jenkins
extended for some twelve years. This period has been
called * the golden age of Nagpur'. A change of scene
occurred when the young Raja attained his majority,
and was put in charge of the administration of histerritory :
he at once proceeded to dissipate the treasure that had
accumulated during his long minority, and recommenced
the old Mahratta extortions upon his people. In 1853
the Resident wrote of him : ' One of his choicest amuse-
ments is an auction sale, when some unfortunate widow
is ruled not to be entitled to her deceased husband's estates.’
His sole idea of the treaty that had secured him the chief-
ship was that it secured for him British protection against
the vengeance of his subjects : ' See’ he had remarked to
a newly appointed minister, 'that the provisions of the
Treaty are enforced to protect me in the enjoyment of those
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pleasures of dancing and singing that | have loved from
my boyhood." He died in 1853, leaving no male heirs
and no legitimate daughters ; he had persistently refrained,
moreover, from adopting an heir.  The question then arose
whether an adoption by one of his widows should be con-
sented to. Lord Dalhousie decided against the State being
thus artificially re-created. ' We set up a Raja at Nagpur,'
he wrote, 'we afforded him every advantage a native
prince could command : his boyhood was trained under
our own auspices : an able and respected princess was his
guardian and the regent of the State. For over ten years,
while he was yet ayouth, we governed his country for him :
we handed it over to him with an excellent system of ad-
ministration in full and practical operation, with a dis-
ciplined and well-paid army, with a full treasury, and a
contented people. Yet, after little more than twenty
years, this prince, descending to the tomb, has left behind
him a character whose record is disgraceful to him alike
as a sovereign and as a man : so favoured and so aided,
he has, nevertheless, lived and died a seller of justice, a
drunkard, and a debauchee. What guarantee can the
British Government now find for itself, or offer to the people
of Nagpur, that another successor will not imitate and
emulate this bad example ? And if that should be the case,
what justification could the Government of India hereafter
plead for having to exercise the power which it possessed,
to avert for ever from the people of Nagpur so probable
and so grievous an evil 7 The private rights of the family
of the deceased Raja were scrupulously respected by Lord
Dalhousie. The Court of Directors had declared that the
possessions of the Raja were fairly at the disposal of the
Government, but, in his regard for all private rights, he
himself took a different view : he had the personal effects
of the late Raja realized, and thus created a fund called
' The Bhonsla Fund ', for the benefit of the family : pen-
sions to the various members of the family and their depen-
dants were assigned out of the large revenues that thus
accrued. Lord Dalhousie further ordered that the widows
should be treated with the greatest courtesy, in consideration
of their rank, their sex, and their changed condition. This
treatment of the widows presented a marked contrast to

OSWELL B
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that which the late Raja himself had served out to the
widows of his own subjects who happened to die possessed
of wealth that he coveted.

In Southern India, the last Nawab of the Karnatik had
died,' of dancinggirlsand of ennui,' wroteSir EdwinArnold,
in 1855, after some thirty years of misrule : he had leftno
natural heirs: as far back as 1819, the definite conditions
had been laid down that the title was not to be regarded as
an hereditary one. It was therefore now decided by the
Court of Directors that thetitle of Nawab should bo placed
in abeyance: liberal pensions were awarded to the members
of the family, and therank of premier nobleman in Madras
was assigned to the leading representative of the family.

Another case of lapse, but not of territory, was that of
the pension that had been originally granted, as far back
as 1818, by the Government of the Marquess of Hastings,
to the deposed Mahratta Prince, Baji Rao. It had been
distinctly stated at the time, that it was to be alife pension
only. Baji Rao only died in 1851. The pension was not
continued to his adopted son, the Nana Sahib, as he has
been generally styled : at the same time, the Government
treated him very liberally by granting him the land, where
his father had been residing, as a Jaghir for life. The
Secretary to the Government, in explaining the ample
provision that had been made for him, thus wrote: ' For
twenty-three years the Peshwa received an annual clear
stipend of eighty thousand pounds, besides the proceeds
of the Jaghir : inthat time he received the enormous sum
of more than two millions and a half sterling. He had no
charges to maintain, he lias left no sons of his own, and he
has bequeathed property to the amount of two hundred
and eighty thousand pounds to his family. Those who
remain have no claim whatever on the consideration of the
Government : neither have they any claim on its charity,
because the income left to them is amply sufficient.' His-
tory records how the Nana Sahib made it a grievance that
the pension was not continued to him, and how he took the
first opportunity that presented itself, in the troublous
times of the Mutiny, to avenge himself, leaving a name
b;ﬂigd him that no one can envy, 'the infamous Nana
Sahib.'
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As regards the more important Sovereign States, the
policy of the Government had been to maintain the suc-
cession as far as was practicable : it was considered a matter
of the highest political importance that an orderly devo-
lution of the succession should take place on the demise
of each prince : the Government had accordingly directed
its efforts to secure that an heir should be invariably forth-
coming, whether by public declaration, or by testamentary
provision, or by adoption. Lord Dalhousie did not depart
from the principle thus laid down. In the case of the two
principal States that circumstances compelled him to deal
with, Hyderabad and Oudh, two different questions were
involved. As regards Hyderabad, the Nizam was bound
by Treaty to pay for the contingent of troops maintained
by the Government in his territories : the payments had,
however, fallen considerably into arrear ; in order, therefore,
to ensure more punctual payment in the future, a Treaty
was made in 1853 between the Nizam and the Government
of Indiawhereby certain districts, comprising theterritory
known as The Berars, were ceded to the British. This
territory is now included in the administration of the
Central Provinces, having been leased practically in per-
petuity from the Nizam by a Treaty made with him by
the Government of Lord Curzon. For all practical pur-
poses this cession of territory may therefore be styled an
annexation.

As regards the important State of Oudh, far more im-
portant questions were involved. Repeated warnings
against misrule and tyranny had been conveyed to the
rulers of Oudh, both by dispatch and by personal advice
tendered by successive Governor-Generals, on their visits
to the State on various occasions. TheKing had been given
every chance of reforming his administration. In 1847
Lord Hardinge had visited Lucknow, and had solemnly
warned the King that, unless His Majesty reformed his
administration within two years, the British Government
would be forced to interfere by assuming the direct gov-
ernment of Oudh. In 1851, Colonel Sleeman, who was at
the time Resident at the Court of Lucknow, made such a
report of the state of things as compelled the Governor-
General to ask himself whether he could any longer be

B2
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responsible for such a spectacle of human misery and callous
misrule. In 1854 he asked Colonel Outram for a report:
this showed that matters, instead of improving, had been
steadily growing from worse to worse. The country,
Outram reported, was completely delivered over to anarchy
and the cruellest forms of oppression. Lord Dalhousie
realized that the time for action had now come, and in
sending his report of the state of affairs to the Home Gov-
ernment he wrote : ' | respectfully submit that the time has
come when inaction on the part of the British Government
in relation to the affairs of the Kingdom of Oudh can now
be no longer justified, and is already converting our re-
sponsibility into guilt.'

He suggested that, while the King should be permitted
to retain his royal title and rank, he should be required to
vest the whole civil and military administration of Oudh
in the hands of the Company, and that its power should
be perpetual in duration, as well as ample in extent. The
Home Government decreed the sterner policy of complete
annexation, a policy which involved the deposition of the
King. Though Lord Dalhousie himself had not advocated
this complete measure, he loyally carried out the orders.
This annexation of Oudh was the last and at the same time
the greatest of the annexations of territory made by the
Government, and the carrying it out was practically Lord
Dalhousi€e's last public act. The minute he wrote on the
occasion contained these solemn words: ' The British
Government would be guilty in the sight of God and man,
if it were any longer to aid In sustaining by its countenance
an administration fraught with suffering to millions : with
this feeling on my mind, and in humble reliance on the
blessing of the Almighty, for millions of His creatures will
draw freedom and happiness from the change, | approach
the execution of this duty gravely, and not without solici-
tude, but calmly and altogether without doubt.’

Conquest and annexation only formed one part, and that
perhaps not the most important part, of the rule of Lord
Dalhousie. Great works of internal organization also formed
a very conspicuous feature of it. Owing to the recent vast
accession of territory, many changes in administration had
become necessary. The measure of the changes effected
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by Lord Dalhousie in the map of India may be gauged by
the fact that he left to his successors to administer a country
whose area was a third and a half larger than the country
he had himself received charge of from his predecessor.
The first change in administration made was to relieve
the Governor-General of the charge of Bengal, for the
administration of which he was still responsible, and the
burden of which, with his other responsibilities, had become
intolerable. Bengal was for the future to be ruled by a
Lieutenant-Governor. In order that the Governor-General
might be in a position to maintain watch and ward over
provinces so far apart as the new Provinces were, and to
exercise supervision generally over the whole Empire,
the location of the Imperial Government for the greater
part of the year at Simla was decided on. Hitherto the
command of India had been held by the British, as became
a great ocean power, from the sea: on the land side India
had been isolated from all her powerful neighbours by
intervening States: under the new condition of things
created by Lord Dalhousie, India had practically been
converted into an inland Asiatic realm. A redistribution
of military power had thus become necessary, and the
head quarters of the Army was removed from Calcutta
to a station one thousand miles inland. Calcutta thus
ceased to be the political and military head quarters of
the Government.

Lord Dalhousie organized for his new Provinces a mixed
system of government by which he endeavoured to unite
military strength and promptitude with civilian exactitude
of justice and vigilance in administrative details. Local
usages and customs were to form the groundwork of the
whole system of judicial and revenue administration, and
the simple class only of British Laws, Enactments, and
Regulations, as culled from the systems at work in the older
Provinces, was to be introduced. Under such a system
as this, the affairs of native life proceeded upon their pre-
vious footing with scarcely a perceptible change. In mat-
ters of revenue or criminal law there was of course a
change ; thus, if aman committed a crime, he found himself
dealt with by astricter judicial procedure, and fined or sent
to prison, instead of having his hand or foot chopped off.
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This system was known as ' The Non-Regulation System ',
and was itself a striking testimony to the genius of Lord
Dalhousie. It proved to have within itself the capacity
of adaptation to the new wants and requirements of the
people, as they prospered and multiplied under British
rule. With the further development and progress of the
Provinces, other changes have become necessary, and these
have been introduced from time to time, as circumstances
have permitted.

All these administrative changes were but preliminary
to the great work of consolidation and development which
forms one of the distinguishing characteristics of Lord
Dalhousie's rule in India. He has been styled the father
of therailway and the telegraph systems, astheintroduction
of both was entirely his work. In his usual picturesque
language, Sir Edwin Arnold has said of the railway system
in India as devised by Lord Dalhousie : ' Railways may
do for India what dynasties have never done : what the
genius of Akbar the Magnificent could not effect by
government, nor the cruelty of Tippu Sultan by violence :
they may make India a nation." It is interesting to note
that, as a corollary to the development of railways, Lord
Dalhousie took every precaution to encourage freedom of
trade at the chief ports of India.

It is hard in these days to realize the immense difficulties
that the pioneers of the telegraph system had to encounter
inIndia, and for that matter throughout the East. ~ Science
and perseverance, however, triumphed in the end over all
difficulties. The casual remark of a mutineer as he was
being led out tq execution, 'It is that accursed string
that strangles us,’ affords a remarkable illustration of the
utility of the telegraph in India at the time of the Mutiny.

Another great factor in Lord Dalhousie's work of con-
solidation was his introduction of cheap postage. One
writer goesso far astosay : ' It hasdone more than perhaps
his telegraphs or his railways, in revolutionizing the old,
stagnant, and self-isolated life in India." In old days, the
postmaster was often the station doctor, or some subaltern
who had plenty of spare time on his hands; in the present
day village schoolmasters are found in the remotest districts
acting in the same capacity.
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The Public Works Department was the creation of Lord
Dalhousie; he specially encouraged the training of skilled
engineers, and instituted Engineering Schools in the three
leading Presidencies, while at the same time he urged
on the Homo Government the training of young men in
England for an Indian career in the Department.

Apart from the material benefits which Lord Dalhousie
conferred on the people of India, he laid India under an
eternal obligation by the inestimable moral benefits which
followed in the train of his educational system; he laid
the foundations of a national system of Education. To
him was due the development of that system of vernacular
instruction which Mr. Thomason had inaugurated among
the masses of the population in the Upper Provinces. The
celebrated dispatch of Sir Charles Wood in 1854 laid down
the lines which were to be followed : 'Indian Education
was to be founded neither on English nor on Sanscrit or
Arabic, but on the modern vernacular languages of the
Indian peoples.’ Under the system thus developed by
Lord Dalhousie, a network of educational institutions
was spread over India; this was his crowning act of con-
solidation. New forces, both intellectual and political,
have been set in motion by the liberal educational policy
of the Government. * Itistothecredit of Lord Dalhousie/
writes an authority, 'that he was the first to begin that
process of binding together the Indian races, both by a
common system of education, and by a community of
interest, mercantile and political, which was altogether
unknown in Ancient India, and which forms the most
significant feature of the India of to-day." What the issue
will be it is impossible to foresee. Sir Edwin Arnold, in
summing up the results of L ord Dalhousie's rule, has said :

We are making a people in India, where hitherto there
have been a hundred tribes, but no people.’

This sketch, so far asit has gone, has delineated the born
ruler of commanding personality : a portrait of the man, as
he appeared to his contemporaries, may well be presented
in conclusion.  Speaking of Lord Dalhousie's genera
characteristics, one authority has written : 'Small of
stature, but with a noble head, a most penetrating glance,
and a noble demeanour, the little man of Government
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House first inspired awe in those with whom he came in
contact, then trust, and finally an ardent admiration, in
which loyalty to the master mingled strangely with personal
love. During eight years of trials, and sorrows, and suc-
cessss, he presented to our countrymen in India the |oftiest
type, | had almost said the apotheosis, of the great qualities
with which we in distant lands love to associate the name
of Englishman.’

Lord Dalhousic's administrative qualities were of no
mean order ; he possessed an enormous capacity for work,
and rarely allowed himself lessthan eight hours' continuous
brain-work at his desk : sitting down at half-past nine in
the morning, he never quitted it, even while he ate his
lunch, till half-past five in the afternoon. Nothing was
allowed to interfere with his daily tale of work, neither
weariness, nor heat, nor the fatigue of an Indian march.
Sir Richard Temple, himself at one time a notable admini-
strator, wrote thus of him : ' Every man who had business
with him felt that intercourse to be a pleasure : the harder
the affair the greater the satisfaction, so completely trained
was his capacity for administration." Of his ordinary
routine work, the Chief Clerk of the Foreign Department
once remarked that, if Lord Dalhousie had been a writer
paid by the sheet, he would have earned a considerable
income. Towards his subordinates he was always scrupu-
lously polite : when it did become necessary to administer
arebuke, he always did so in writing, and toned its severity
down in the act.

He exacted from all under him that same austere con-
scientiousness in the performance of duty that characterized
himself. All w'ho served him loyally, and there were few
who did not do so, regarded him as a trustworthy friend,
while at the same time looking up to himwith a certain awe.
One of the principal factors that succeeded in winning the
allegiance and loyalty of his lieutenants, was their recogni-
tion of the fact that he owned the truest right to command,
the right of personal knowledge gained by personal work.

Yet another factor was his great power of sympathy:
the knowledge that all those who worked immediately
under him had, that he watched with interest every incident
in their lives, naturally drew from them the best that they
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had to giveinreturn. He possessed great strength of will,
which was especially conspicuous in the resistance he offered
to the inroads of disease and ill-health, the results of his
devotion to duty ; he never gave himself rest till he
had completed the task he had set himself to do. He
suppressed as much as possible, we are told, any mani-
festation of his distress or suffering, and the public was
scarcely aware that his strength and life were gradually,
but surely, ebbing away. The only occasion on which he
is ever known to have broken down was on the receipt of
the news of his wife's death at sea, on her homeward voyage,
in 1853. It isrecorded of him that he fell to the ground as
if stricken dead, and for two days he shut himself up with
hisgrief. But his old fortitude returned, and he again had
recourse to work as his sure and only consolation in his
grief. The contrast that was presented between the man
when he first came to India, and the man who left India,
must have struck everybody; he cameto India more or less
in the plenitude of youthful vigour and activity : he has
himself |eft on record what he felt like when he was leaving
India. The occasion was the installation of Lord Canning
as his successor in office : Sir John Lawrence had asked him
acertain question to whichHehad replied : ' | wish | were
in Canning's place, and he in mine, and then wouldn't |
govern India; but no, | could not wish my worst enemy
to be the poor, miserable, broken-down, dying man | am
now.'

The crowds that assembled to witness the departure for
his native land of 'the glorious little invalid’, asacon-
temporary writer styled him, were swayed with but one
feeling, a deep sense of regret, combined with admiration :
they realized that they were losing a man, the key-notes
of whose career in India had been devotion to duty and
self-sacrifice, and they now also realized that he had
practically given his life for India. So indeed it proved :
within a short five years, which were years of suffering
borne with exemplary patience and fortitude, the first
Marquess Dalhousio passed away in his own home, at the
early age of forty-nine.



CHAPTER 11

THE TRANSFER OF INDIA FROM THE COMPANY
TOTHE CROWN

LORD CANNING, 1812-1862.

LORD CANNING was the third son of William George
Canning, who, at one period of his celebrated career, had
been offered and had actually accepted the Governor-
Generalship of India. Circumstances, however, had pre-
vented him from proceeding to India.

He was educated at Eton; among his contemporaries
there were boys bearing the distinguished names of Glad-
stone, Hallam, Elgin, Selwyn, and Granville ; their influence
was doubtless a potent one in helping to shape the boy's
character.

His old schoolfellows retained a very kindly recollection
of Canning at Eton; he obtained a good reputation also
for scholarship with the Head of the school, who at that
time was the famous Dr. Keate. One feature of the Eton
of Canning's day was the great amount of leisure time
enjoyed by the boys, of which an old Eton boy has written :
' The perfect intellectual freedom bestowed on us by the
ease and leisure of our idle school had its good as well as
its bad side.’ A debating club, of which Canning was one
of the principal members, was the outcome of the freedom
thus enjoyed.

Passing from Eton to a private tutor, Canning then
proceeded to Oxford. Among his contemporaries at Christ
Church was Dalhousie, destined like himself to be one of
the Rulers of India. While at the University he was an
assiduous student, and won many distinctions. On one
occasion he was called upon to recite a Latin poem in the
Great Hall of his College. The scene has been thus de-
scribed : "It was a remarkable scene: in that magnificent
banqueting-hall are hung portraits of students who have
reflected honour upon the house that reared them by the
distinctions which they have won in after life. Underneath
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the portrait of George Canning, the recollection of whose
brilliant career and untimely end was still fresh in the mem-
ory of men, stoodthesonstill intheprimeof youth, recalling
in his eminently handsome countenance the noble features
of the portrait, while repeating the prize poem which would
have gladdened his father's heart."  After taking his degree,
Canning married. All who knew Lady Canning, whether
in England or in India, where she eventually died, loved
and honoured her for her charm and grace of character.
After having been for a short time a member of the House
of Commons, Canning became entitled to a seat in the
House of Lords, owing to the death of his mother in 1837,
when he became a Peer of the Realm. On Lord Ellen-
borough becoming Governor-General of I ndia, he was offered
the post of Private Secretary, but he declined the appoint-
ment, and instead became Under-Secretary for Foreign
Affairs. He eventually obtained a seat in the Cabinet, as
amember of Lord Palmerston's administration. Hisparlia-
mentary career, however, came suddenly to an end with the
offer of the Governor-Generalship of India, in succession
to Lord Dalhousie.

He had won a great reputation already, and as a tribute
to his good work Lord Palmerston gave his friend and old
schoolfellow, Lord Granville, permission to write out tohim
while in India important Cabinet secrets. On the eve of
his departure to take up his new appointment in India
he was entertained at a banquet given in his honour by the
Court of Directors of the East India Company. The
speech he made on the occasion created a profound im-
pression : people who heard it felt that they were listening
to no common man. 'I know not,' he said ' what course
events may take ; | hope and pray we may not reach the
extremity of war. | wish for a peaceful term of office, but
| cannot forget that in our Indian Empire that greatest of
all blessings depends upon a greater variety of chances,
and a more precarious tenure, than in any other quarter of
the globe. We must not forget that in the sky of India,
serene as it is, a small cloud may arise, at first no bigger
than a man's hand, but which, growing bigger and bigger,
may at last threaten to overwhelm us with ruin. What
has happened once may happen again." In the light of



28 RULERS OF INDIA

after events, the speech appears almost a prophetic utter-
ance. Canning set sail for Indiain the autumn of 1855 ;
on the way out he stayed for atimein Egypt, and eventually
reached India early in 1856. He touched first at Bombay,
and at Madras, and was royally entertained at both places ;
he landed at Calcutta in the month of February. He at
once took over charge of his office, and plunged with char-
acteristic energy into his new duties. A casual remark he
made to a friend, at the end of his first week of office, serves
to illustrate the hard work that falls to the lot of a ruler
of India: ' So great has been the pressure of business, that
I have only found time for one look out of doors since my
arrival." Much of this preliminary hard work was due
to his determinationto get to the bottom of every question
that came up for his consideration, and it took him several
weeks of hard labour before he was able, as he expressed it,
' to get abreast of current events.'

Weighty problems confronted him at the very outset of
his career, as well as many minor problems, which caused
him as much labour in their way as the greater ones, his
peculiar temperament making him treat small things with
the same conscientious care as large matters. In matters
of public business he was one of those men who are content
with nothing short of perfection. In order that the nature
of these problems may be properly illustrated, it will be
necessary to give a survey of the genera situation in India
as it presented itself to Canning very shortly after his
arrival in India. His great predecessor, Lord Dalhousie,
had recently written a narrative of hisrulein India, and he
had prefaced it with this solemn warning : ' No prudent
man would ever venture to predict unbroken tranquillity
within the Eastern Possessons of Great Britain." Out-
wardly, indeed, everything at the time seemed to promise
peace, but the promise provedillusive, and already the first
rumblings of the storm that was soon to burst had been
heard. Peace had soon to be broken beyond the frontiers
of India: the aggression of Persia in attacking Herat,
which was regarded as the key to Afghanistan, had neces-
sitated a declaration of war, and the dispatch of an Army
from India. In India itself there existed all the necessary
elements of disturbance and disaffection.
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The Chief Commissioner of Oudh, Sir James Outram, had
welcomed Lord Canning, on his first arrival in India, with
the words ' All iswell in Oudh." Yet Oudh proved to be
full of explosive material: great dissatisfaction existed
among the landed classes in the Province, chiefly owing to
an opinion amongst them that the early British Adminis-
tration had attached more importance to the rights of the
tenantry than to those of the landlords. It was a for-
tunate thing for the British that, owing to the absence of
the late King in exile in Calcutta, there was not in Oudh
the same nucleus for disaffection that existed at Delhi.

The old Mogul Emperor, Bahadar Shah, still lived at
the old historic capital of the Mughals in semi-royal state.
Both Lord Dalhousie and Lord Canning had foreseen the
danger of the position thus created, and arrangements were
already in progress for changing the old King's place of
residence, and for taking away from him the title of King.
Meanwhile the palace had become a centre of intrigue:
opportunity had been taken of the war with Persia, and a
Proclamation had been posted on the walls of Delhi, an-
nouncing that the King of Persiawas approaching to destroy
the British Raj. Thecity of Delhi had thus been prepared
to welcome the rebels when they eventually came.

Only seven years had elapsed since the Punjab had been
annexed : a natural anxiety, therefore, was felt as to what
its attitude would be during the crisis. One of the reasons
given by Lord Dalhousie for its annexation had been its
previous history of more or less incessant war, and the char-
acter of its people as a warlike nation, living only for war.
When the actual crisis occurred, however, these natural
fears proved groundless,and it was found that the old feeling
of animosity, which Lord Dahousie had commented on
at the close of the second Sikh War, had given place to
faithful loyalty. That this was so, was undoubtedly due
to the excellence of its administration under Sir John
Lawrence and his able colleagues. On the western fron-
tiers of the Punjab there were the tribes of the mountain
regions always spoiling for a fight. Beyond them was the
aged Amir of Afghanistan, Dost Mahomed, who had many
reasons for not liking the English. He seemed, however,
to have at last made up his mind that the English were
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better as friends than as enemies, and he had concluded
a Treaty of friendship soon after Lord Canning's arrival
inIndia. He had come in person down to the Khaibar Pass
to meet the British Envoys; when the Treaty was signed
the Dost remarked : ' Now | have made a Treaty with the
British, and | will keep it till death." History hasrecorded
how faithfully he kept his promise through the grave crisis
of the Mutiny.

On the northern frontier of the Punjab was the State
of Kashmir, whose ruler had but recently signified his
intention of adheringtohisalliancewiththeBritish Govern-
ment, in the words : ' Now | grasp the skirts of the British
Government, and | will never let go.'

It was uncertain what the attitude of the warlike races
of Rajputanawould be, with their long previous history of
chivalry.

It was well known that the great Mahratta houses had
no great reason to love the English. Among the most bitter
of the Mahrattas was the young Rani of Jhansi : Lord
Dalhousie had refused to allow her to adopt an heir and
successor to the late Raja.  But perhaps the most bitter
enemy the English had amongst the Mahrattas was the
Nana Sahib. He had already excited the suspicions of
Sir Henry Lawrence when on a visit to Lucknow, but
Lawrence's warning about him had been disregarded ; his
animosity had been aroused by the loss of the pension
which his adoptive father, Baji Rao, had enjoyed for so
many years.

Y et another feature of the India of the time was the
religious disquietude that prevailed more or less every-
where. The system of popular education had, curiously
enough, something to do with this religious unrest; other
causes might perhaps also have been found in certain acts
recently passed by the Government in the interest of widows,
and in certain breaches of religious neutrality on the part
of some British officers. The Brahmans were beginning
to be afraid of losing their religious ascendancy: this fear
had begun indeed to penetrate to the ranks of the Army of
Bengal, the constituents of which were largely Brahmans or
men under Brahman influence.

The Muhammadans of India had a personal grievance.
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They were of the old ruling race: they now found themselves
in aninferior position, mere competitors for office with the
Hindus. A nucleus and a stimulus for disloyalty amongst
them existed in an organization known as the Wahabi
Organization, which had its head quarters among the tribes
on the North-West Frontiers of India, and its agents
amongst the Maulvis of the city of Patna.

Again, there were certain factors making for discontent
amongst the classes interested in landed property, and
amongst the aristocracy : many landholders had lost some
portion of their old dignities, and in some cases even their
estates, under legal decrees ; some of the Princes felt the
succession to the sovereignty of their States insecure, owing
to the uncertainty as to adoption. It might therefore
reasonably be expected that these classes would not be
averse fromarevolution.

The Native Indian Army had a long record behind it
of good and loyal service: British officers believed im-
plicitlyin the loyalty of their soldiers, and this belief could
not be shaken even when clear signs manifested them-
selves that this loyalty was not so sincere as on the surface
it appeared to be. The history of the Indian Army had
not been without warnings that the Indian Sepoy could be
mutinous on occasion : hisloyalty, moreover, had recently
been put to rather a severe test in a recent order of Govern-
ment directing that, for the future, the Bengal Army must
be prepared, by the terms of enlistment, to serve beyond the
sea, as was already the case with the Bombay and Madras
Armies. Though there was no open expression of disap-
proval of this order, there is evidence to show that it was
not received favourably by the Sepoys; it is supposed,
moreover, to have been one of the arguments used by those
who were busy at the time in encouraging sedition, to per-
suade the Sepoy that hisprivileges, his caste, and hisreligion
were in danger. The personnel of the Bengal Army of the
time was itself a continual source of danger : it contained
a very large proportion of Brahmans and Rajputs, nearly
all of whom were drawn from districts in Oudh, bound to-
gether by the same ties of religion, caste, and custom : to
many of them, moreover, the recent changes in the Govern-
ment of Oudh must have been more or less unpopular. Scat-
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tered all over Oudh, moreover, were some fifty thousand
recently disbanded soldiers, who had been serving under
the old regime.

Another cause of disquietude was the serious deficiency
of British officers attached to the Native Army ; recent
orders, also, allowing the Sepoy to appea to Army head
quarters against the orders of his officers, must have tended
to weaken the influence of the officers with their men very
considerably. The chief danger, perhaps, lay in the dis-
proportion between the numbers of the Sepoys and the
British soldiers : the latter were outnumbered by five to
one. Sir Henry Lawrence had foreseen the danger that
might arise from this state of things: he had used the
warning words: ' We shall be unwiseto wait for the occasion;
come it will, unless anticipated.'

The occasion had now arrived, and the Government found
itself face to face with the gravest crisis that had ever
threatened the existence of the English in India. Theterm
Mutiny has been applied to this crisis with intention, as
being a more appropriate term than Rebellion: in its
immediate origin it was almost entirely of a military char-
acter, with a military grievance as its exciting cause, and
in its course it was almost entirely confined to the Army.

Premonitory signs of trouble had arisen in connexion
with the Rifle Depots: these had been established at
different centres for teaching the men the use of the
recently introduced rifle, which had taken the place of
the old smooth-bore. New cartridges had been issued :
as the result of an altercation between a Sepoy of high caste
and a man of the low sweeper caste at one of the depots,
the Sepoys suddenly discovered that the grease made to
lubricate the cartridges was made of material that was
abhorrent to the religious prejudices of Hindus and Muham-
madans alike ; a general feeling of alarm spread amongst
the Sepoys in consequence, and they began to suspect that
their rulers intended to make them out castes, in order that
they might accept thereligion of their rulers. This feeling
of alarm and suspicion began to be manifested in the way
that discontent usually manifests itself in India, by acts of
incendiarism ; many cases of open insubordination aso
occurred. Government made an attempt to allay the panic
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by allowing the Sepoys the concession of preparing their
own materials to grease their cartridges with : the mis-
chief, however, had been done : they began to suspect the
paper of which the cartridges were made, notwithstanding
the assurance given them that it was perfectly innocent in
its composition.

Upon a British General suggesting to L ord Canning that
the Rifle Depots should be broken up, hisreplywas : * If we
give way upon this, | do not see where we can make our
stand." An incident that occurred shortly afterwards
seems to show that it might perhaps have been wiser to
break them up, until the excitement had subsided. Two
Sepoys were returning to their regiments from a course at
one of these depots : to their horror they found that their
old comrades In arms regarded them as out castes, and
refused to eat with them. The incendiary fires, moreover,
that at once followed the orders to continue therifle practice
at the depots, conveyed another warning that might have
been attended to. At one or two centres, indeed, things
appeared to be settling down more quietly, but there were
not wanting abundant signs that suspicion and alarm still
prevailed elsewhere. At one place certain consignments
of flour intended for the use of the troops were refused by
them ; many of the troops, too, openly refused to use the
new cartridges.

The first actual outbreak of mutiny occurred in May,
1857, at Mirat. The most remarkable thing about this
outbreak was the extraordinary dilatoriness of the respon-
sible military authorities in dealing withit: this want of
prompt decision was in marked contrast to that shown on
the occasion of the mutiny at Vellore many years before.
Many months of struggle, suffering, and sacrifice were the
outcome of what has been truly called ' this ineffable short-
coming'. After having worked their will at Mirat, the
mutineers made for Delhi, which henceforth became the
chief centre of disturbance and the immediate rallying-
place of the disaffected.

Its sudden seizure by the mutineers was the natural
sequel of the unaccountableinaction of the military authori-
ties at Mirat: no attempt was made even to follow them

up. Recognizing the vastimportance of severing all commu-
OSWELL Cc
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nication between Delhi and the rest of India, one body of
the mutineers at once made for the Telegraph Office: a
brave telegraph clerk, who had remained in the office at
the imminent risk of his.life, had just succeeded in getting
off alast message to Lahore, announcing the sudden appear-
ance of the mutineers, when he was cut down, and hisinstru-
ments wrecked. The main objective of the mutineers was
the arsenal, and especially the magazine, which they knew
to contain invaluable supplies of ammunition : their
object was, however, frustrated by one of the bravest acts
of the many brave acts that characterized the Mutiny :
the young British officer in charge, with his eight brave
companions, hoping against hope that relief would come in
time from Mirat, at last in despair decided to blow up the
magazine rather than let it fall into the hands of the muti-
neers, knowing well that it would be at the risk of their
own lives; morethan 2,000 of the enemy werekilled by the
explosion that ensued as it was blown up.

With Delhi now in the possession of the mutineers,
Lord Canning foresaw that the disturbance would soon
spread; and his anticipations were realized. Withina few
weeks of its fall, Oudh and the Upper Provinces were prac-
tically lost, and the position elsewhere became a most
critical one.

A British force was besieged at Lucknow by an over-
whelming force of the enemy. The garrison at Cawnpur
lay practically at the mercy of the infamous Nana Sahib,
and all Rohilcund was in a blaze. At Jhansi the young
Rani had raised the flag of rebellion, and had inaugurated
the act by the massacre of the British who were stationed
there. The troops of the Maharaja Scindia, of Gwalior,
had mutimed, though he himself had remained loyal.
The determined action of a British official at Nagpur had
alone saved the Nagpur Territories. Similarly, at the
capital of the premier Muhammadan State of Hyderabad,
the firmness of Sir Salar Jung had kept Muhammadan
fanaticism in check. At any moment it was felt Bengal
might be in rebellion. No one indeed could tell how far
the disturbance might spread, or how severely it might
develop.

All eyes were directed towards Delhi as the key to the
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situation : so long as it remained in the possession of the
mutineers, the position was unsafe. Al agreed that it must
be recaptured at an early date at all hazards. Troops
were therefore hurried up, and reinforcement after rein-
forcement was dispatched by Sir John Lawrence from
the Punjab. Great was the relief when, after a Sege that
lasted more than three months, Delhi again fell into the
hands of the British. The leading figurein the assault by
which it was finally recaptured was John Nicholson, whose
death in the hour of victory was mourned by all.

The first step in the re-establishment of British ascen-
dancy had been taken; much, however, remained to be
done. Sir Henry Havelock had been entrusted with the
task of relieving Lucknow. Of Havelock, a former Gov-
ernor-General, Lord Hardinge, had said: 'If ever India
should be in danger, the Government have only to place
Havelock at the head of an army and it will be saved.'
The almost superhuman exertions made by Havelock and
his small force to reach Lucknow are a matter of history ;
the task, however, was too great, and it was not until he
had been joined by Outram with reinforcements that he
was able to effect the first relief of the Residency. Outram,
with that generosity that distinguished him, though his
senior in command, had allowed him to remain in com-
mand till the relief was effected. On his way to Lucknow
he had retaken Cawnpur, but only to find that not a
European remained alive: those whom the Nana Sahib
had not been able to kill by treachery he had cruelly
murdered. Even the women and children had not escaped
his vengeance. It was left to Sir Colin Campbell to effect
the final relief of Lucknow, and to remove to a place of
safety the garrison and the defenceless women and children
whom he found in the Residency. In doing this he had to
encounter the redoubtable Mahratta commander, Tantia
Topi, whom he defeated decisively.

Though Delhi had fallen, and Lucknow been relieved,
there was still a severe task before the British troops :
the work that still remained for them to do was practically
a work of conquest. Most of the mutineers were still in
the field, and the city of Lucknow itself still remained in
their hands; not only Oudh, therefore, and Rohilcund

02
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remained to be reconquered, but Central India aso. This
is sufficient to show how great was the problem that still
confronted the man responsible for the Government of
India. Not the least of his anxieties was the necessity
he was under of preserving a bold front and camness of
mind in the face of the great crisis, to prevent the popu-
lation of Bengal, and other parts of India which were yet
quiet, from imagining that the Government was in a
difficulty, and was obliged to adopt extraordinary expedients
to meet the difficulty. His own words at the time, written
to the Bishop of Calcutta, Bishop Wilson, show the real
nobility of a man who could remain so outwardly calm,
when there was everything around him calculated to agitate,
unnerve, and provoke a weaker man : ' The sky is black,'
he wrote, ' and as yet the signs of aclearing are faint. But
reason and common sense are on our side from the very
beginning. The course of the Government has been guided
by justice and temper. | do not know that any one mea-
sure of precaution and strength which human foresight can
indicate has been neglected. For the rest, the issue is in
higher hands than ours : | am very confident of complete
success.'

Another pressing anxiety was the attitude of his own
countrymen in India, who were nearly all in favour of a
policy of vengeance, so opposed to his own inclinations,
which were all toward conciliatory measures. As early
as July, 1857, Lord Canning had issued a Proclamation in
which he had insisted on the necessity for discrimination in
the treatment of rebels : this policy had been denounced
as too conciliatory and lenient, and the title ' Clemency
Canning ' had been given him in derision. It is only fair
to say here that many of those who thus denounced him
were afterwards the first to acknowledge this titleto be the
highest honour they could have bestowed upon him. An
extract from aletter which L ord Canning wrote in September
of the same year to Queen Victoriaillustrates that attitude
of his countrymen during the darkest hours of the crisis
which he had to combat: ' There is a rabid and indis-
criminate vindictiveness abroad even among those who
ought to set a better example.” He wrote in a similar
strain to his old friend, Lord Granville. He had been
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urging him to show to the English people that justice and
patience should guide the action of the Rulers of India
in dealing with the rebels, once they had ceased their resis-
tance, and he concluded his letter thus : ' Do this, and get
others to do it, and you will serve India more than you
would believe.’

One very grave problem that Lord Canning had to meet
was placed before him by Sir John Lawrence : the question
came up at the time when in the minds of many men it
had become doubtful whether the British Army was strong
enough to recapture Delhi. Sir John Lawrence had sug-
gested that the Peshawar Valley should be ceded to the Amir
of Afghanistan, in order to allow of the British and Sikh
regiments occupying the valley being sent to reinforce the
Army before Delhi. Sir John Lawrence had only made
the suggestion because ho realized the all-importance of
the recapture of Delhi; the proposal had not commended
itself to his lieutenants, Edwardes and Nicholson. Lord
Canning at once negatived the proposal : ' My answer to
your question about Peshawar,' he wrote, is 'Hold on to
Peshawar to the last.'

At the commencement of the year 1858, Lord Canning
moved his head quarters from Calcutta to Allahabad, in
order to be nearer the scene of operations. He added to
his already heavy task as Governor-General the additional
one of the reorganization of the Province of which Alla-
habad was the capital; he acted practically asits Lieutenant-
Governor. His Military Secretary has described the tre-
mendous strain he put upon his health at this time by his
hard labours at the desk. Lady Canning shared in his
toil: sheoftencopied out for him long confidential minutes.
In the midst of all his other work he proceeded with his
control of the important work of reconquest. The task
was entrusted to Sir Colin Campbell, and his able lieutenant,
Sir Hugh Rose. It isno part of the scope of this sketch to
tell how they accomplished their task : it has been dealt
with elsewhere. It is sufficient to state that the operations
which resulted in the final suppression of the Mutiny
extended over a period of two years. Though the success
of the actual operations was due to the Generals engaged,
their superintendence and direction rested with the
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Governor-General, and the whole responsibility for the
successful issue was his, just as the responsibility would
have been his had the operations been a failure. A
splendid tribute to Lord Canning's administration of the
war was paid by Mr. Wilson, the first Financial Member
of the Government of India, on the occasion of his first
Budget Speech, in the year 1860 :(—

" The future historian of India," he said, ' will dwell with
pride upon the fact that India was governed during this
period of disturbance by a nobleman who never, in the
midst of the greatest peril, allowed his judgement to be
swayed by passion, or his fine sense of honour and justice
to be tarnished by even a passing feeling of revenge.'
To Lord Canning, therefore, the gratitude of England is
due for settling conclusively the maintenance of British
supremacy in the East.

At a recent banquet given to the veterans who had been
engaged in the Indian Mutiny, one of Lord Canning's most
brilliant successors in the office of Governor-General of
India, Lord Curzon, uttered these ever-memorable words :
' Never let it be forgotten that the result of the Mutiny
was not merely an England victorious, but an India
pacified, united, and started once more upon its wondrous
career of advance and expansion." And he then pictured
the man to whom the credit of all this was primarily due:
" Neither let them forget the Viceroy, Canning, calm amid
the tumult, silent in the face of obloquy, resolute through all
upon the great and crowning lesson of mercy.' It seems
strange, in the light of after events, to read of the attacks
made upon him by the European community in India, to
which reference has already been made, for those very
qualities of mercy and equanimity which are now considered
to have been his greatest claim to the admiration of men:
but so it was. The European community did not content
themselves with attacking him personally, but they em-
bodied their complaints in a petition for his recall which
they addressed to the Queen. The character of these
complaints may be illustrated by the conclusion of the
petition, which recommended a policy of repression as
opposed to a policy of conciliation. Their mistaken idea
that calmness and coolness implied an insufficient sense
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of the gravity of the situation on the part of the Governor-
General must be their excuse.

A curious outcome of this petition was an attempt that
was made, though fortunately without success, by some
interested politicians in Parliament, to get the name of
Lord Canning excluded from the vote that passed both
Houses early in 1858, thanking the Indian Services, civil
and military, for their zeal in the suppression of the
Mutiny.

The accusation of undue leniency brought against Lord
Canning by the European community did not try his
camness so much as did an accusation of undue severity
on the part of aresponsible Minister of the Crown. In the
spring of 1858, Lord Canning had issued a Proclamation
addressed to the landholders, the chiefs, and the inhabi-
tants of Oudh. He had, after very careful consideration,
arrived at the decision that the best way to meet the
particular case of Oudh, the case of an entire population
joining in rebellion, was to make confiscation of all pro-
prietary rights in the soil the one declared punishment
for rebellion, instead of death, transportation, or imprison-
ment : at the same time, he had expressed his opinion that
such punishment should be enforced with an indulgent
hand, and should be altogether remitted on timely submis-
sion or other valid ground. The actual terms of the Pro-
clamation, moreover, made it abundantly clear that all who
threw themselves on the justice and mercy of the British
Government would be liberally treated. A new Ministry
had recently come into power in England; Lord Ellen-
borough, the Minister referred to, was a member of it:
he thought, on reading the bare words of the Proclamation,
that it was unnecessarily harsh and severe, especially so far
as the confiscating clause was concerned : he wrote to that
effect to Lord Canning, and desired him to mitigate the
severity of the decree of confiscation. Lord Canning,
knowing, as is abundantly clear from his private corre-
spondence at the time, that his intentions were all in the
direction of justice and humanity, remained calm under
the harsh criticism, and wrote a dignified reply, detailing
the circumstances that had led to the Proclamation, and
expressing his view that his policy, if steadily pursued,
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offered the best and earliest prospect of restoring peace
to Oudh upon a stable footing. At the same time, he added
that, if, after a full consideration of all the circumstances,
that policy did not commend itself to Her Majesty's
Ministers, he was prepared to place his resignation of his
high officein Her Majesty'shands. One passagein thisreply
was characteristic of the man: 'No taunts or sarcasm,
come from what quarter they may, will turn me from the
path of public duty." Within eighteen months of hisreply
Lord Canning was able to declare, at a great Darbar that
he held at Lucknow, that the tranquillity of the Province
was completely established. In 1861, moreover, a depu-
tation of nineteen of the principal Oudh Taluqdars visited
him at Calcutta, and assured him that his administration
of Oudh had conciliated the confidence and goodwill of
the landed classes. ' The whole incident,’ his biographer
truly says," displays his characteristic qualities of thorough-
ness in preparation, wisdom in action, and magnanimity
under undeserved attack.'

The Mutiny was now finally crushed : with its causes
it is unnecessary to deal here: one indelible lesson it has
left behind it, which can be best expressed in the words of
a great English lawyer: 'The English rule in India
represents a belligerent civilization. England must be
prepared to fight as well as to civilize.'

A still greater task, if that were possible, than the sup-
pression of the Mutiny, now awaited Lord Canning, no
less a task than the pacification of the country. There
had long been a feeling in England that the Mutiny had
revealed certain defects in the machinery of the Government
of India: the general opinion in Parliament, as disclosed
by the debates on the subject, was that the relations
between India and the Sovereign should bo drawn closer,
and that this could best be brought about by a transfer of
the Government of India from the East India Company to
the Crown. A Bill to this effect was introduced by Lord
Palmerston, and was finally passed into law under the
administration of Lord Derby. The essentia feature of
the change made by this Act was that the British Parlia-
ment became the final authority in Indian administration.
Steps were at once taken to bring the new Act into opera-
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tion. A Proclamation was issued by the Queen of Eng-
land, addressed to the people of India, to announce the
new order of things. By the same mail that brought this
epoch-making Proclamation of Queen Victoria to Lord
Canning came the news that Lord Canning himself was to
be her first Viceroy. His reply to the Queen, acknow-
ledging his new dignity, was characteristic: 'It is," he
wrote, * Lord Canning's earnest hope and prayer that, so
long as this high function shall be in his trust, it may be
administered in a spirit not unworthy of your Majesty,
and that when he shall deliver it again into your Majesty's
hands, it may bo found to be without spot or stain from
any act or word of his' The Royal Proclamation was
translated into every language and dialect of India, and
read with befitting ceremonial in the great centres of popu-
lation, and at every civil and military station in India.

The Queen's personal instructions to the Minister
entrusted with the task of drafting the document bore
the impress of her own benign personality. The Minister
was requested to frame it, ' bearing in mind that it is a
female Sovereign who speaks to more than a hundred
millions of Eastern people on assuming the direct Govern-
ment over them, and after a bloody war, giving them
pledges which her future reign is to redeem, and explaining
the principles of her Government. Such a document
should breathe feelings of generosity, benevolence, and
religious toleration, and point out the privileges which
the Indians will receive in being placed on an equality
with the subjects of the British Crown, and the prosperity
following in the train of civilization.'

Lord Canning himself also issued a Proclamation, calling
upon all Her Majesty's subjects to yield loyal obedience
to their Sovereign. It has been generally recognized that
these two Proclamations had a reassuring effect upon the
country at large. One excellent effect they certainly had:
they showed the people of India that they now possessed
a personal Sovereign, directly interested in their welfare,
in place of an impersonal and intangible abstraction
known as ' The Company Bahadur '. Any one who wit-
nessed the enthusiastic loyalty with which the Prince and
Princess of Wales were greeted throughout India on their
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recent tour will be able to estimate the real value of such
a conviction in a country like India, where personality
is so great an influence.

Lord Canning did not content himself with merely
issuing these two Proclamations : he proceeded to make
several tours over India to enhance their effect. His
principal object was to enable him to receive the great
Feudatory Chiefsin Darbar, and to reward all whose |oyalty
during the rebellion had been conspicuous. These royal
progresses of Lord Canning were almost on a similar scae
to those of the Mogul rulersin their palmy day sof pros-
gg;}i.tby, and such as befitted the dignity of ' The Great L ord

ib'.

Indian literature is full of descriptions of great state
ceremonial, and this shows the importance that an Oriental
people attach to such display. The greatest expression
of such a feeling in modern days was the Darbar held by
Lord Curzon at Delhi, to celebrate the accession to his
throne of the King-Emperor, Edward the Seventh. At
these Darbars Lord Canning was able to assure the great
chiefs of the new and liberal policy inaugurated ; the right
of adoption was henceforth to be recognized by the British
Government, as it never had been recognized before by any
Government, as affecting sovereignty as well as property.
Henceforth, he assured them, the right of adopting an
heir to their rights of sovereignty was to form an essential
part of their privileges. He was able aso to proclaim to
the great landowners a policy under which their privileges
and position would be more sympathetically recognized
than under the old regime.

Special interest attached to the Darbar he held at Ambala,
where perhaps his most pleasing duty was performed in
rewarding, for their conspicuous loyalty, the great Cis-
Sutlej chieftains, the Maharagjas of Jhind, Nabha, and
Patiala. Interest also attaches to a Darbar he held at a
later date at Lucknow, the object of which was to persuade
the nobility of Oudh to use their influence in checking the
crime of infanticide, then so common amongst the Rajputs
of that Province.

At that great banquet recently given to the Mutiny
veterans, to which reference has already been made, Lord
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Curzon mentioned the effect on the immense body of
spectators assembled at his great Darbar, of the appearance
of the small band of Mutiny heroes : itisinteresting to note
that at one of the Darbars held by L ord Canning he received
the Volunteer Guard of one of the important gates of the
Lucknow Residency, who had rendered conspicuous service
during the famous siege.

The next task that Lord Canning undertook on his
return from his tours was that of a reconstruction of the
machinery of Government as it affected its working in
India itself. One of the most necessary reforms was a
reconstitution of the Governor-General's Council, executive
and legislative : this was effected by the Indian Councils
Act, which was passed in 1861. The change made was in
the direction of giving a more representative character
than had hitherto been the case to the Council; this was
done by introducing additional members into the Council
for the special purpose of legislation. Half of these
additional members were to be non-officials.

Lord Canning also had the work of the Council re-
distributed, with a view to facilitating public business.
The old system has been described as onein which a great
deal of work was done twice over and a great deal was
never done at all. Under the new system, each member
was placed in charge of a separate department of public
business. The Council was thus converted practically into
a Cabinet.

Another reform was in the direction of reducing the old
disproportion that had existed between the numbers of
Indian troops and the European forces. Thelocal European
army, too, was amalgamated with the Queen's troops, and
ceased to exist as an independent force. Finance also
received its due share of attention : for the first timein the
history of the Government of India an English financier
was appointed a member of the Governor-General's Council.
The first Financial Member was Mr. James Wilson, who
arrived in India at the close of 1859, and made his first
Budget Speech early in 1860. Additional taxation had
been rendered necessary by the heavy expenses connected
with the events of the Mutiny, and one of the features of
this first Budget was the imposition of direct taxes. A



44 RULERS OF INDIA

curious claim was preferred by the Presidencies of Madras
and Bombay : they claimed exemption from the additional
taxation on the ground that their armies had not rebelled.
The words in which the claim was disallowed mark the
statesman : ' We are one great dependency under one
Sovereign, and we have one clear duty before us, to unite
with all our efforts and all our means in maintaining the
Empire prosperous and inviolate.'

A claim had aso been put forward by the great land-
owners of Bengal that, under the Permanent Settlement,
they could claim exemption from the general taxation of
the country. This claim was aso disallowed; it was
pointed out that the author of the Permanent Settlement,
Lord Cornwallis, had laid down the principle that all who
enjoy the protection of the State must pay for it in accor-
dance with their means.

The last year of the Viceroyalty of Lord Canning was
marked by certain anxieties, both public and private.
Among his public anxieties were floods over large tracts
of country due to an exceptionally heavy monsoon : there
was, t00, a great outbreak of cholerain the Upper Provinces
of Bengal, and in the Punjab. Among his private anxieties,
the greatest was the death of Lady Canning. She died
from the effects of malarious fever, towards the close of
the year 1861, and was buried in the beautiful park at
Barrackpur, where the Governor-Generals of India have
a country residence within a few miles of Calcutta.

Lord Canning himself inscribed these words on her
tomb : ' Honours and praises written on a tomb are at
best a vain glory." Lady Canning was remarkable for her
nobility of character, and her loss was mourned by large
numbers throughout the length and breadth of India. Lord
Canning was himself temporarily prostrated by the blow.

One of the last public measures of Lord Canning's Vice-
royalty was arranging for the administration of Burmah
and of the Central Provinces, a newly created Province, by
Chief Commissioners.

He finally handed over his office to his successor, Lord
Elgin, in March, 1862, and left India a week later ; he has
been described as looking pale, wan, toil-worn, and grief-
stricken on the day of his embarkation.
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The farewell addresses that were presented to him were
all marked by atone of sincereregret : one of these addresses
concluded with these words: 'Safe may you return to
your native land : the good wishes of all attend you ; in that
land of the West, if justice and humanity are ever honoured,
you cannot but hold a distinguished place.’

Lord Canning returned home only to die : in June of the
same year the end came. Like his great predecessor,
Lord Dalhousie, he had given his life for India. He was
only forty-nine at the time of his death. He received the
high honour of burial in the Abbey of Westminster, where
only England's Sovereigns and noblest sons are buried.

The magnificent eulogy which his biographer has pro-
nounced on Lord Canning may fittingly conclude this
sketch of a great and good man : ' Whatever the origin of
the Mutiny, an unexampled and appalling crisis had to be
met : Lord Canning met it in a manner of which every
Englishman may be proud, with firmness, with magna-
nimity, with calm, inflexible justice. On a stage crowded
with heroic personages, he stood an impressive central
figure, rising high above the ephemeral hostility with a
dignity which, as the scene recedes and we are able more
justly to appreciate its proportions, places him high on the
list of those great officers of State whose services to their
country entitle them to the esteem and gratitude of every
loyal Englishman.'



CHAPTERI Il

THE PACIFICATOR
SIR HENRY LAWRENCE, 1806-1857.

HENRY LAWRENCE'S father was a man who had done good
service in India as a soldier ; of his six sons, four aso did
distinguished service in the same country, and two, John
and Henry, did specially conspicuous service.

Henry was born in Ceylon, and after a short school
career in that island was sent to England, where he joined
the Military Academy of Addiscombe. Having obtained
a commission in the Bengal Artillery, he went out to India
to join his regiment at the early age of seventeen.

HearrivedinlIndiaintimeto takepart in the first Burmese
war : thushe early obtained practical experience of military
problems, and learnt many lessons which were to be of
inestimable value to him in later years; it was at this
period of hislife that he had hisfirst experience of amilitary
mutiny : three Sepoy regiments had demurred to the
sea-trip to Burmah, as prejudicial to their caste, and one of
them, having refused to lay down its arms when ordered
to do so, was promptly fired into by the British artillery
by orders of the officer commanding. The mutiny was
suppressed, but food for reflection was provided for Law-
rence's mind as to its original cause, and he could not help
coming to the conclusion that the exercise of more thought
and judgement on the part of the military authorities might
have prevented it altogether. The chief military event
of the war was the capture of Arakan, in effecting which
many hardships had to be undergone : the troops suffered
much throughout the campaign from a very violent type
of fever: Lawrence himself became so ill that he was
invalided home, and was ordered to go by the longest sea
route, so as to get the full benefit of the voyage ; asit was,
the effects of the fever never really left him.

On hisreturn to India, he was accompanied by his brother
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John, who was coming out for the first time as a young
civilian in the Company's service. He was posted to a
station where his elder brother, George, already was :
John was posted there soon afterwards, and so the three
brothers had the happiness of all being near each other for
some two years or s0. Henry, who had already spent much
time in reading historical and military works, took up the
study of Oriental languages, in order to qualify for civil
and political employment, and, with a view to entering the
Horse Artillery, heaso went infor riding. He spent some
time on the canals of the North-West with the great
engineer officer, Colonel Cautley : he thereby acquainted
himself with the duties and difficulties of canal englneerin?
and irrigation operations. His exertions to make himsel
athoroughly efficient officer were rewarded by his at length
obtaining Staff employment, and he was appointed to the
Revenue Survey. He was en%aged on this for some five

ears, and it was his work in thisdirection that established

is character and reputation, and led to his recognition in
high quarters; the real benefit to himself, however, lay
in the sound and intimate insight that it gave him into
native life and character. ' Here,' s a writer, ' he first
really learned to know the natives of India, and the best
class of natives, the agricultural population : it was their
villages, their fields, their crops, their interests of every
kind, with which his eyes, hands, thoughts, and heart were
now occupiedfor fiveyears. Instead of livinginaEuropean
station, he pitched his tents among the people, under their
trees, and by their streams, for eight months out of twelve.
He saw them as military men seldom can see them, and as
all civilians ought to see them, in their homes and daily
life, and thuslearnt to sympathize with them as a race and
to understand their wants." His previous experiences in
the Irish Ordnance Survey were now of good service to him,
and he was able to make certain suggestions inthedirection
of more practical methods combined with greater economy :
his suggestions were all tried and proved eminently success
ful in putting matters connected with Revenue Survey
generally on a sounder basis.

When the Afghan troubles broke out, Lawrence was
ordered to rejoin his regiment, but he was soon afterwards
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appointed to the Political Staff onthe Punjab frontier, at
Firozpur. This appointment has been described as the
turning-point in his career : his connexion with the Sikhs
and their country thus began : he was aso brought into
close relations with Sir George Clerk, then Mr. Clerk, who
was already recognized as a statesman of the highest rank.
Lawrence threw all his energy into the task of administra-
tion of the Firozpur State : this was one of the States that
had lapsed to the British on the death of its chief. His
first essay in government met with such success that
Mr. Metcalfe, the Governor-General's Agent, congratulated
him on the great improvement effected by his vigorous
rule : the measure of his success may be gauged by the
fact that the surrounding independent chiefs requested him
to act as arbitrator in their disputes and boundary questions.
The death of the Ruler of the Punjab, the Maharaja Ran jit
Singh, in 1839, weakened the relations between the Sikhs of
that country and the English : this necessitated increased
vigilance, energy, and tact on the part of Lawrence. He
was not found wanting : his part was to watch the chiefs
with the utmost vigilance, to guard against the action of
the crafty and ambitious, and to guide and support the
well disposed.

Recent events in Afghanistan had rendered it all the
more necessary to tread warily, for the alliance with the
British against Afghanistan had never been popular with
the Sikhs generally. The news of therising at Kabul and
the serious state of things in Afghanistan generally, having
reached Lawrence early, he at once informed his chief,
and obtained from him permission to get the consent of
the Sikh Darbar to the passage of a brigade of British troops
through Sikh territory to Peshawar. Sir George Clerk
now ordered his transfer to Peshawar in the following
complimentary terms: 'It is because | feel much con-
fidence in your knowledge of the Sikh authorities, in their
reliance on your fair dealing, in your experience as a District
Officer and a people's protector, and in your activity and
decision to meet emergencies of every shape, that | have
selected you for the present to proceed to Peshawar.' He
was now brought into direct connexion with the Sikhs :
their support at this crisis was of the utmost consequence,
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but British disasters in Afghanistan were having a bad
effect upon their attitude : their refusal of the request of
the officer commanding at Peshawar for the loan of some
guns showed sufficiently how unfriendly it was becoming;
that eventually it became more friendly was due to the
combined and prolonged efforts of Lawrence and his chief.
But even then their attitude only remained friendly just
as long as the British in authority themselves displayed
vigour and boldness in the conduct of operations, and the
indecision of Lord Ellenborough went far to counteract
all the efforts of his subordinates : he could not make up
his mind to give definite orders to the Generals who were
in command of the relieving forces, Pollock and Nott,
whether to advance or to retire; he himself was infavour of
retirement. At last, he threw the responsibility on General
Nott : he passed orders allowing him to retire via Kabul.
This was all that the Generals wanted, and their action was
now prompt and vigorous ; it had, moreover, an excellent
effect on the Sikhs; they at once showed their willingness
to co-operate.

Lawrence accompanied the Sikh contingent, which the
Darbar had provided in return for an offer of the Passes and
Jalalabad, should the campaign be a successful one. The
gallant stand made at Jalalabad under such men as Sae
and Havelock, and many other heroes, had been the one
redeeming feature in an otherwise gloomy situation. The
operations were completely successful. Lawrence was
present on the occasion of the dramatic appearance in the
English camp of the English prisoners. Amongst them
was his brother, George Lawrence, for whom he had at one
time petitioned to be exchanged as a prisoner of war. It
is of interest to note that George Lawrence had owed his
safety to the high opinion that Akbar Khan had of his
character, and to his strict adherence to all the promises
he had made to his captor. Lawrence had now learnt to
know the Sikhs well : he had first learnt to know them in
the stern and orderly days of Ran jit Singh, then in the
period of comparative anarchy when the soldiery rose to
practical supremacy in the State; afterwards, and more
intimately, during their vacillating relations with the
English ; and finally, he had commanded and led them

D
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during the fighting in Afghanistan, and had acquired a
clear percegtion of their faults and character, of their good
and their bad qualities ; he had, moreover, secured the
confidence and regard of their chiefs and leaders. A tale
he published at a later date, entitled The Adventurer in
the Punjab, gives a picture of the people of that interestin
country and their ways. His administration of the Kai thal
State, which was his next charge, was noted for his summary
Revenue Settlement, which had the effect of greatly
increasing the agricultural resources of the State, by an
increase in the ploughs at work of fifty per cent.

He next held for a period of two years the appointment
of Resident at the Court of Nepal: this period was to him
one of comparative rest, and he spent it largely in literary
labours.

He was recalled from Nepal by the events of the first
Sikh War: Major Broadfoot, the Political Officer in
the Punjab, had been killed at the battle of Firozshah,
and Lawrence was required to fil the vacancy thus
created.

The outcome of this war was the appointment of a
Council of Regency to govern during the minority of the
young Mahargja. At the urgent request of the Council,
British troops were to be allowed to occupy Lahore for a
time only. Lord Hardinge gave orders that the Sikhs
should be told plainly that they would eventually be
withdrawn, and the Sikhs left without any interference in
their government, except that of friendly counsel alone.
Lawrence was appointed British Agent : this was tho most
important office that had so far been conferred upon him:
his duty was to watch and control the Council of Regency
of a State that, though smaller than before the war—for
its southern boundary was now the river Beas, instead of
the Sutlej—was still the most important State in India.
He had been specially chosen to hold this appointment
because of his intimate knowledge of the Sikhs. His task
was no light one : the problems presented were many and
intricate, but his judgement never failed himin the hour
of trial. Hisfirst task was to get the numbers of the Army
reduced : this was effected by degrees. Most men reverted
to the plough, some enlisted in the British Army, and more
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would probably have done so had it not been for certain
military regulations in that Army on the subject of head-
dress and the wearing of beards. He was also called upon
to recapture the strong Fort of Kangra, which had rebelled,
and to suppress what in common parlance is called a
Cow-Row. Perhaps his chief difficulty was due to the
intrigues of the Rani in connexion with the affairs of
Kashmir. That State, together with Hazara, had been
ceded to the British at the close of the first Sikh War, in
lieu of the larger portion of the indemnity that the Sikhs
were called upon to pay for the expenses of the war. The
British had sold it to Gulab Singh, the Ruler of Jammu,
who was thought to be the fittest man at the time to rule
it : he had, moreover, been loyal to the British during the
recent events. The Governor of Kashmir was a Muham-
madan nobleman, Sheikh Imam-ud-Din by name : this
man, instigated by the Rani, had opposed the entry of
Gulab Singh to take up hisrights of sovereignty. Lawrence
promptly marched with a large force to support the auth-
ority of the new ruler : the Sheikh thereupon surrendered
at discretion. That Lawrence was thus able to carry the
Council and Sikh soldiery with him so loyally wasatriumph
of personal influence, for in their heart of hearts the Khalsa
hated Gulab Singh as thoroughly as the Rani did. The
Rani's powers for mischief were curtailed by a new Treaty
between the British and the Sikh Darbar, which was signed
at the unanimous wish of the Sikh Sardars, who were anxious
to prevent her from putting herself at the head of the
administration, as she had been proposing. The Treaty
was known as the Treaty of Bhairowal: its main object
was to exclude the Rani from the assumption of power.
By the terms of the Treaty the actual administration was
transferred to the British Government during the minority
of the young Mahargja.  The British Government thus
practically became the guardian of the State: the country
was to be ruled by a Council of eight leading chiefs, under
the control and guidance of a British Resident, whose power
was to extend without limit over every department. Law-
rence became the first Resident, and was now virtually
Ruler of the Punjab. The acquiescence of the new Council
of Regency in all Lawrence's measures for the good govern-

D2
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ment of the country was a proof of his tact and states-
manship. His guiding precept given to all those working
withhim was: " Settle the country, make the people happy,
and take care that there are no rows." He was fortunate
in having as his coadjutors such men as Abbot, Lumsden,
Nicholson, and Edwardes, not to mention his own brother
John. The confidence of the people seemed outwardly
won, but the Rani's constant intrigues prevented it from
being all plain sailing. Her powers for mischief were at
last put a fina end to by her removal, as a state prisoner,
to Benares: and not too soon, as she had been aiming
at the assassination of one of the leading members of the
Council of Regency, and at the corruption of British Sepoys,
she was further found to have been instigating the Governor
of Multan, Mulraj, to rebel, as at a later period he actually
did. The real danger to permanent peace was the temper
of the Sikh soldiery and of the other warlike members of the
community. That Lawrence himself fully recognized the
rocks ahead, his own words show : ' At no period of
Anglo-Indian history has any great conquest or crisis been
immediately followed by complete peace and security in
the countries annexed to our dominions, or by the universal
goodwill of a people whom we have beaten in the field.'
Fortunately, he himself possessed the qualities demanded
by the situation ; vigilance, sagacity, and vigour, and above
all common sense, were among his leading characteristics.
His rule lasted for the comparatively short space of six
months ; the actual amount of work achieved during this
time affords a striking testimony to the vigour of his
administration : it comprised a more or less complete
survey of the whole country, and the readjustment of the
fiscal and excise systems; oppressive duties and Govern-
ment monopolies were abolished, and the construction of
roads was commenced ; and further, a simple code of laws,
founded on Sikh customs, had been framed by a selected
body of fifty headmen of villages under the supervision
of a prominent Sardar, Lehna Singh, a man who had given
Lawrence valuable aid in the general work of administration.
In the midst of all this good work, Lawrence's health
unfortunately gave way ; as a short spell of leave failed
to re-establish it, he was obliged to take furlough to England.
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Pending the arrival of his successor in office, Sir Frederick
Currie, his brother John acted for him.

When he left India early in 1848 in the company of Lord
Hardinge, who had just vacated office in favour of Lord
Dalhousie, everything seemed to promise permanent peace;
but appearances proved deceptive : a local outbreak at
Multan soon developed into a serious rising of the whole
Sikh nation, and within ashort time of hisarrival in India
Lord Dalhousie found himself involved in the second
Sikh War. That such a war was bound to come, sooner
or later, had been generally foreseen. Henry Lawrence
himself had said : ' There was something in the character
of the Sikh people, a fickleness of national character,
combined with their known pride of race, and a long un-
checked career of victory, which contained the elements
of future disturbance in the apparently settled appearance
of the country." At the same time, it had been his hope
that the Punjab would remain permanently a friendly
buffer State on the British frontier. The second Sikh War,
and itsfinal outcome, the annexation of the country, which
was the only possible course open to the British, destroyed
this hope for ever.

Lawrence was in England when the news of war having
broken out reached him. He was extremely anxious not
to be absent from his charge during the crisis, and he
decided to return to duty if he were allowed to do so. He
consulted the Duke of Wellington on the subject, and he
expressed his concurrence with Lawrence's proposal. The
Board of Directors simply told him that his return was
entirely optional. He returned to India as Sir Henry
Lawrence, the distinction of a Knight Commandership of
the Bath having been conferred upon him while he was in
England. Hefirst visited Multan, the scene of the original
outbreak which had precipitated the war, and then pro-
ceeded to Lahore : he was present at Chillianwala. In the
interval between this battle, and the final battle of Guzerat,
which left the Punjab prostrate, he was in constant com-
munication with Lord Dalhousie.

Annexation having been determined on, he was called
on to make a draft of the Proclamation that was to be issued
to the Sikh nation, announcing the fact: the first draft
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had to be modified to bring it more into keeping with the
views of the Governor-General. The slight differences of
opinion that had arisen between the Governor-General
and Sir Henry Lawrence had been due to a natural anxiety
on the latter's part lest a too great severity in the wording
of the Proclamation might lead to the entire ahenation of
the people. Lord Dalhousie insisted on its being modified,;
nevertheless, in his actual policy, he did eventually adopt
and utilize many of Sir Henry's views. This Proclamation,
which was issued in the spring of 1849, announced that
the Sovereignty of the Punjab had passed over to the
Queen of England.

Sir Henry Lawrence had, previously to the issue of the
Proclamation, tendered his resignation of his office, but the
tactful compliment paid him by Lord Dalhousie, who had
told him that he wished the people of the Punjab to continue
to have the benefit of his sympathetic administration, had
led him to withdraw it. The terms in which the Governor-
General had expressed his wishes show abundantly that,
whatever other differences of opinion there might have been
between the Chief and his subordinate, they were united on
the one point of the necessity for sympathy between the
rulers and the ruled. ' The Governor-General,' so ran the
letter, ' particularly desired that he should continue in his
leading position in the Punjab, if only for the special reason
that it would ensure his having the best opportunity for
effecting his great object : the fair and even indulgent
consideration of the vanquished, the smoothing down of
the inevitable pangs of subjugation to these proud and brave
enemies, with whose chiefs and leaders no man was so
familiar as he, or so appreciative of what was noble in their
character.'

Eventually, the administration was placed in the hands
of a Board of three members, consisting of Sir Henry
Lawrence, his brother John, and Mr. Mansel, with Sir Henry
Lawrence as President.

When Sir Henry Lawrence had been Resident at Lahore
he had issued certain instructions to his officers which
embodied his own views of what kind of administration
was best suited to the circumstances of the country. 'In
a new country," he had said," especially awild one, prompt-



SIR HENRY LAWRENCE 55

ness, accessibility, brevity, and kindness are the best
engines of government : have as few forms as possible,
and as are consistent with a brief record of proceedings.
Be considerate and kind, not expecting too much from
ignorant people. Make no change unless certain of decided
improvement in the substitute: light assessment, con-
sidering the claims and privileges, even when somewhat
extravagant, of the privileged classes, especially when they
affect government, and not the peasantry." The circum-
stances were now much the same, and the administration
of the new triumvirate was conducted on more or less the
same lines. Sir Henry Lawrence's own especial aims were
directed towards effecting the conciliation, and creating the
goodwill which he regarded as of paramount necessity to
the welfare of the Empire. Certain differences of opinion
arose between him and his brother in the details of adminis-
tration. The subject of finance was one of the matters
in which the two brothers did not see eye to eye. Henry
Lawrence's own conciliatory methods doubtless conduced
to the contentment and peace of the Province, but the
financial management of John Lawrence alone madeit pros-
perous : while John's maxim was, ' To make ends meet,’'
Henry's was, ' In public asin private life, judicious liberality
is in the end economy' : he held that money was saved
by keeping men contented, preserving the peace, and
getting expeditiously through work, and that it was gained,
andajthe revenue increased, by expenditure on roads and
canals.

Another matter on which the brothers disagreed was on
the subject of the creation of an influential aristocracy
such as existed on the other side of the Sutlej, in the great
houses of Patiala, Jhind, and Nabha: Henry would have
liked to create similar great houses in the new Province.
John, however, agreed with the principles laid down by
Lord Dalhousie : he would have no new families created ;
personal weight and force of character was the only influence
that he would recognize over and above that of the British
administration.

There was one subject indeed, in which there was some-
thing more than a mere difference of opinion between the
brothers : actual friction arose : this was in the case of
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the treatment of the old Jaghirdars. These Jaghirdars
were men of position who had received grants of land from
Ranjit Singh, or who had acquired land by the sword,
and who held them on' rent-free tenures. The question
arose as to how many of these rent-free tenures were to
be disallowed, and how many retained.

Lord Dalhousie had decided most of the cases but he
had left certain classes of cases which were to be decided
on their merits. John was interested in the question as
Revenue Officer, and Henry as Political Officer. Naturally,
the different points of view from which they looked at the
question left room for much divergence of opinion. The
friction became so acute that the matter had eventually
to be referred to Lord Dalhousie. His opinion coincided
in the main with that of John Lawrence. Sir Henry
Lawrence, feeling that his position as head of the admini-
stration was becoming a merely nominal one, thereupon
tendered his resignation, and so, for that matter, did
John Lawrence. That of Sir Henry was accepted, and
Lord Dalhousie, in communicating thefact to him, informed
him that the decision had also been come to of changing
the form of administration; one man was henceforth
to be responsible as Chief Commissioner. To take the
sting out of the announcement, he wrote to Sir Henry
Lawrence in these terms: 'All the world unites in ac-
knowledging the talents and merits of Sir Thomas Munro.
| cannot therefore illustrate the strength of my own con-
victions on this head better than by saying that, if Sir
Thomas Munro were now President of your Board, | should
still hold the opinion | have expressed regarding the office
of Chief Commissioner.” The Board was accordingly
dissolved, and John Lawrence appointed Chief Commis-
sioner.

The office of Governor-General's Agent in Rajputana
was conferred on Sir Henry. His departure from the
Punjab was made the signal for a great demonstration
of sorrow in which all classes, chiefs and peasantry alike,
joined. One high official thus wrote of him: * The sway
which he exercised over classes of men widely different in
every feeling was almost marvellous. There were the
conguerors and the conquered, the European officials and
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the Sikh Sardars, some of the best specimens of English
gentlemen and of the roughest of Asiatic chiefs, all alike
lamenting over the departure of the man who seemed to
be the personal friend of one and all." On the question
that had caused the split between the two brothers, it may
be noted that Lord Canning, on a visit he paid to Lahore
after the Mutiny, adopted more liberal measures towards
the old Jaghirdars. This was only in accordance with the
policy adopted by Government after that crisis, which
was all in the direction of strengthening the influence
of the hereditary aristocracy of India: it was the same
policy that led to the creation, moreover, in the Central
Provinces, of whole classes of feudatory and political
chiefs out of the leading landholders.

Sir Henry Lawrence ruled in Rajputana for a period of
four years. On his first arrival in a country so different
from any other that he had been in, he was disappointed at
the signs of the degeneracy of the great houses, the members
of which had at one time been noted for their gallantry
and honour. One feature specialy struck him : this was
the feudal system that prevailed under a strongly developed
tribal organization. It took him some time to get accus-
tomed to this system, and to learn to appreciate the
many excellent qualities of the new race he was called on
to rule; it did not take him long, however, to earn a
reputation for sympathetic and just administration.
One illustration of his sympathetic treatment of a matter
that was affecting a large number of the old nobility will
suffice.  Under the new policy of the supreme Government
in connexion with the subject of adoption, many adoptions
in different parts of India had been entirely set aside : a
certain amount of irritation had been caused in Rajputana
by this policy. An important case had recently occurred
there, the case of the Karauli State. It was a curious
case, for it was not a case where the Government had set
aside an adoption, but where their approval of one had
unexpectedly clashed with certain privileges and rights
of adoption claimed by the Thakurs of the State; it was
an illustration indeed, of the many difficulties that the
British Government has to contend with in governing
Oriental peoples. The late chief of the State had died,
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leaving an adopted son : the adoption had been approved
of by Government, though not without some preliminary
hesitation on the part of Lord Dalhousie, and the matter
seemed to have ended here. But Sir Henry Lawrence,
having ascertained that the Thakurs, a class corresponding
to the Barons of English mediaeval history, felt aggrieved
at their claim to adopt having thus been set aside, exam-
ined into the matter, and decided that, while adoption was
the proper course, the chief himself who had died had no
legal right to adopt, as he was a minor and unmarried,
and that the claim of the Thakurs was therefore a just and
lawful one ; their choice had fallen on another prince,
other than the one whose adoption the Government had
approved of. Sir Henry Lawrence thereupon laid his
views of the matter before Lord Dalhousie, who ordered
effect to be given to them. The result, we are told, of
this decision on the feelings of both chiefs and people
was very marked : all felt that a regime had arisen, not
only sympathetic and well-intentioned, but vigorous and
unflinching in its justice. Sir Henry Lawrence set his
face vigorously against certain heinous malpractices rife
in the country, notably the crime of female infanticide,
Sati, and the barbarous maltreatment of prisoners : but he
worked through the chiefs : he aimed at interesting them,
and leading them to realize that these and kindred matters
were the proper subjects for the exercise of their position
and functions as rulers, and that to them would accrue
the credit of success. The inauguration some years after-
wards, by Lord Mayo, of his schemes for the education
and enlightenment of the Rajput ana chiefs and nobles,
which resulted in the foundation of the college at Ajmir,
named after himself, The Mayo College, was the natural
complement of Sir Henry Lawrence's great work in the
direction of their enlightenment.

During his tenure of office in Rajputana, Sir Henry
Lawrence had been offered the chief appointments in
Hyderabad and Oudh, but had declined them. It had
been his intention to take furlough to England in 1856,
but the outbreak of war with Persia led to a change in his
plans. Sir James Outram, who at the time was Chief
Commissioner of Oudh, was appointed to the command of
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the Persian expedition. Lord Canning's choice for the
vacant appointment in Oudh fell upon Sir Henry Law-
rence . he at once accepted the charge with all its re-
sponsibilities : the country was known to be in a serious
state of discontent, disaffection, and sedition : it was the
great reputation that Sir Henry Lawrence had already
won in the Punjab as a pacificator that led to his choice
by Lord Canning. A striking testimony to the reputation
he had left behind him in Rajputana is the story told of
how, on hearing of his subsequent death at Lucknow, the
Rao Raja of Karauli, on whose behalf he had interfered
so successfully in the matter of adoption, was so deeply
grieved as to abstain from all food for several days.

The story of the annexation of Oudh was still a very
recent one: a chronic state of anarchy, arising from a
prolonged period of misgovernment and misrule, during
which many of the inhabitants had been either destroyed
or driven away by oppression, had necessitated decisive
action on the part of the British Government. Sir James
Outram had been the first British administrator, and as
long as he had remained in office much had been done in
the direction of the fulfilment of the promises contained
in the Proclamation that had announced the annexation ;
but in the interval between his departure and the arrival
of Sir Henry Lawrence much irritation had been caused
both amongst the Talugdars and amongst their clansmen,
the peasantry, at certain action that had been taken
whereby many of the former had been deprived of portions
of their Estates, contrary to what they considered to be
the terms of the Proclamation. Active brigandage had
set in under one Fazl Ali, and aMaulvi had been preaching
aJihad, or religious war, against the infidel English. The
restoration of law and order was the first task that Sir
Henry Lawrence applied himself to: he dispersed the
bands of brigands, and imprisoned the Maulvi : it was
afterwards discovered that this man had long been actively
instigating and fomenting revolt in many other Provinces ;
later on, indeed, he became one of the most prominent
leaders in the Mutiny. Sir Henry Lawrence next pro-
ceeded to ascertain how far the promises and engagements
made at the time of the annexation had been fulfilled,
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and to take steps for their fulfilment, where that had not
been the case : thus he arranged for pensions and gra-
tuities for the members of the old royal family, and for
their more courteous treatment: he also devised measures
for an increase of employment for many of the officials and
soldiery of the old r6gime : he inquired into the tenures
of the Talugdars, and held out promises of the entire
fulfilment of the terms of the Proclamation regarding their
estates. The immediate effect of these conciliatory mea
sures was to allay much of the discontent and ill-feeling
against the new regime that had been so prevalent. But
Sir Henry Lawrence knew well that things were far from
right: there was disaffection in the Army, which had mani-
fested itself even before he had taken up his position at
Lucknow, and there was a general feeling of unrest and of
expectancy beginning to pervade the whole community.
On his way to Oudh from Rajputana, he had had occa
sion to pass through Agra: he had expressed his fears of
the actual state of things in some conversations with his
civilian friends. ' Yon Brahmans' he had said, 'will
be shut up in the Fort before we meet again'; he had
also addressed Lord Canning on the same subject. With
his usual foresight, therefore, he proceeded to turn his
attention to precautionary military measures. Having
been in Lucknow some years before, he knew something of
the features of the place. Hefirst had the old Sikh Fort of
Machhi Bawan repaired and equipped with military stores ;
he arranged too for a better distribution of troops. Besides
the signs in other parts of India of the trouble brewing,
incidents had occurred in Lucknow itself which all pointed
in the same direction ; the demeanour of the Nana Sahib,
moreover, in openly parading the streets of Lucknow,
had excited the strong suspicions of Lawrence. One
curious incident had occurred in the Sepoy Hospital. An
English surgeon, wishing to show a Sepoy that there was
no harm in some medicine he was about to administer
to him, had put the bottle to his lips : all English medicine
was promptly boycotted, and the surgeon's house fired
by the Sepoys out of revenge ; this alone showed how the
spirit of disaffection was spreading in the Army ; it aso
showed Lawrence the necessity of being prepared for the
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worst. A local outbreak on the part of the recruits of a
regiment of Oudh Infantry put him more than ever on the
alert. He now decided to prepare the Residency for
defence. The correspondence that he had with Lord
Canning early in May, 1857, is of specia interest. He
fully realized that the essence of the disturbances would be
found to lie with the Sepoy troops, and he made certain
suggestions for removing some of their actual grievances,
especially in the direction of increased pay. The most
interesting parts of this correspondence are certain conver-
sations he records which he had held with native officers :
in one case a striking illustration is given of the general
dislike prevailing at thetimein the Bengal Army to crossing
"the Black Water ', as they called the sea. One native
officer was asked whether he would prefer 100 rupees at
Aden to 50 at Baroda: he replied, ' Of course | went
where | was ordered, but life Is precious; anything in
India is better than wealth beyond sea' Another con-
versation is of specia interest, as it helps to some slight
comprehension of the inscrutable workings of the inner
mind of the Oriental: it serves to show that a man's
own individual convictions, however enlightened he may
be, are easily allowed to go by the board, when the
general belief of his neighbours, credulous as it may appear
to him to be, sets in the opposite direction. Sir Henry
Lawrence had conversed with a native officer, a Brahman
of twenty years' standing in the service, and a man noted
for special intelligence and good character : the officer
had said to him, 'l only tell you what every one says,
and what every one is saying will be believed'; he added,
"I tell you they are like sheep, the leading one tumbles,
and down all the rest roll over him." When asked whether
ho himself believed the rumour he was referring to, that
the Government were bent on forcibly proselytizing, he
gave no direct answer, but simply said, ' | only tell you
what every one is saying'; hethusallowed it to be assumed
that hedid believeit—atruly Oriental position. Butsimilar
instances to this are continually coming to the notice of
those whoso work brings them closely into touch with the
people of India. The wild rumours that spread through
Poona, and indeed throughout India, at the time plague
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measures were being first introduced, and which culminated
in the assassination of two British officers engaged in the
humane task of combating that dreadful disease, is but one
illustration out of many of this fact.

The Sepoys, generally, recognized Sir Henry Lawrence's
own sympathetic demeanour and policy; this largely
accounts for the fact that he was able to retain the faithful
services of so many during the crisis that soon befell.

With the actual outbreak of the Mutiny, Sir Henry
Lawrence completed the preparations that he had com-
menced with such foresight. The Machlii Bawan Fort
was now garrisoned, and the Residency more completely
prepared to withstand a long siege. At the same time,
he enjoined all his officers to show a firm and cheerful
aspect, together with the utmost watchfulness and prompt-
ness in dealing with the first germs of insurrection. He
had expected the co-operation, in the maintenance of order,
of the chiefs and people of substance whom he had so
recently conciliated; many of them did at first show
satisfactory signs of goodwill, though later events proved
too much for their loyalty. Lord Canning had written
to thank him for Ins services, which he had described as
invaluable; and invaluable indeed they were: for a
time, indeed, it seemed as if the peace of the Province was
not to be disturbed. But Delhi was a factor not to be
ignored : the people of the country generally had con-
sidered that, with its capture by the rebels, the Igbal,
or Good Fortune, of the Company, had departed, and,
so long as this opinion held, no amount of conciliation
could maintain loyalty for long. As time passed, and
no news arrived of any measures having been taken
against Delhi, Sir Henry Lawrence saw signs of failing
loyalty all round him. At the same time, it is to the
credit of the Talugdars of Oudh, that, as the Mutiny
spread throughout the Province, most of them were helpful
in aiding and protecting the English community. The
story of old Hunwant Singh, a typical Rajput chief, will
serve to illustrate the attitude of very many of them at
this crisis: he had protected and aided Captain Barrow
and his party into safety, but when he was urged to join the
British side with his clan, he replied : 'No, | obeyed the
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orders of the Nawab to avoid opposing your annexation,
but | now hold myself free to act as | think fit.'

At length, at the end of May, a mutiny broke out in
Lucknow, and, though the mutineers were defeated in the
engagement that ensued, several British officers were killed.
Thisrising in Lucknow was the first mutiny inthe heart of
Indiaafter theMi rat and Del hi outbreak, and gavethesignal,
it has been said, for the spread of the revolt. Throughout
the month of June, Sir Henry Lawrence went steadily on
with his preparations for the great defence. The news of
the fall of Cawnpur to the mutineers at once necessitated
still more vigorous measures, as the mutineers were soon
on the march for Lucknow. An attempt was made to
check their advance; it was, however, unsuccessful, and
they were thus enabled to cross the river.

The investment of the Residency commenced with
dramatic suddenness on the afternoon of June 30; by
midnight of July 1, the Machhi Bawan garrison was with-
drawn by Colonel Palmer, who succeeded in effecting
the withdrawal without the loss of a single man. The
sege of the Residency had now commenced in earnest,
and the gallant garrison, who have contributed one of the
most inspiring pages to the history of the British in India,
were not to befinally relieved until after nearly five months
of strenuous resistance and endurance.

The man who had planned the defence, and whose
foresight, under Providence, alone rendered it possible for
that defence to be successful, was fatally wounded by a
shell from the enemy's batteries within ten days from the
commencement of the siege, and, within four days of his
being wounded, was dead. Among his last instructions
to the officer commanding the garrison were the ever-
memorable words * Never give in'. History has recorded
how those instructions were obeyed.

Before the news of his death reached England, he had
been nominated to succeed provisionally to the office of
Governor-General of India, in the event of the death,
resignation, or coming away, of Viscount Canning, and
pending the arrival of a successor from England. This
fact speaks volumes for the high reputation ho had won
during his thirty-four years' service in India.
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The principles of conduct that had actuated him through-
out his whole career had always been of the highest.
Like his brother John, he possessed a deeply religious turn
of mind; he was the.same devout, religious, and God-
fearing man, and he showed his religious convictions ever
in his acts and in his bearing. At the same time he never
obtruded religion outside his own immediate home-circle, or
the circle of his most intimate associates. The secret of his
unique influence among the people of the country was his
recognition of the allowances that were due to many of
their prejudices and habits, and, along with this recognition,
his ever-ready sympathy and considerateness, his generosity
and frankness, and his appreciation of their many good
qualities. The result of this combination of qualities
was the recognition by the people on their side that their
welfare was his only thought.  This kindness and con-
sideration was shown to all classesalike in India, both Indians
and Europeans; it was indeed part of the essence of the
man. The establishment of the Lawrence Asylum and
other kindred institutions for the benefit especialy of the
children of the domiciled European community, was but
one way in which these qualities were exhibited.

The spirit by which, indeed, he worked for India may
be seen in the epitaph on his tomb in the grounds of the
Residency at Lucknow : ' Here lies Henry Lawrence, who
tried to do his duty.’



CHAPTER IV

THE SUPPRESSION OF THE GREAT REVOLT
CLYDE (1792-1863) AND STRATHNAIRN (1801-1885).

THE names of Lord Clyde and Lord Strathnairn will
always be identified with the operations that ended with
the complete suppression of the Indian Mutiny. Great
military leaders may often be allowed to rank as rulers
equally with great administrators, for without the work
done by them there would often be no work for admini-
strators to do. More especialy then may Lord Clyde and
Lord Strathnairn be allowed to take rank as Rulers of India,
for without the work done by them in the suppression of
the great revolt, British rule in India might have disap-
peared for ever during that time of storm and stress.

A separate account of each of these great military com-
manders is given in this sketch, for, though one was Com-
mander-in-Chief and the other his lieutenant, the work
of the lieutenant was, if anything, of greater importance
in its ultimate effects than the work of the commander.
The time covered by the operations of each was much the
same.

The task they had to perform was no light one. The
numbers of disciplined and trained Sepoys that took part
in the revolt may be estimated from the fact that, out
of seventy-four regular regiments of the Bengal Native
Infantry, forty-five actually mutinied, twenty were dis-
armed, three were disbanded, and only six remained true
to their salt.

The operations, moreover, extended over vast areas.
The neutral attitude of the people generally alone pre-
vented the task from being an impossible one.  The Mutiny
was primarily a military rising aided and abetted by a
proportion of the hereditary criminal classes, and by all
those who had little or nothing to lose; but, as Lord
Lawrence has recorded, the industrial classes throughout
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India were on the English side, though for a long time
they feared to act. On the one side they saw the few
English in the country shot down or flying for their lives,
or, at the best, standing on the defensive, hard pressed; on
the other side they saw summary punishment in the shape
of the destruction and plunder of their houses dealt out
to those who aided the English. But when the English
showed signs of vigour and began to assume the offensive,
and vindicate their authority, many of these people came
forward and identified themselves with the English cause.
If the attitude of the great bulk of the people was neutral,
the great Princes of Indiaproved conspicuously and actively
loyal ; this fact was one of the most instructive lessons of
the crisis. ' The shock was a terrible one,' writes the
historian, ' but it left British power more firmly established
than ever.  Foes and friends rose up where their appearance
was least expected. And one lesson will ever be indelibly
engraved on the pages of its history, namely, that while
the Indian Princes whom we mistrusted brought their
armies and their influence to our aid, the Sepoys whom
we trusted turned against us. From the day when this
experience was taken to heart dates the consolidation of
our Indian Empire.'

The Mutiny had already been in progress some weeks
before the news reached England, and a still longer period
elapsed beforE Sir Colin Campbell reached the scene of
operations. |t will be necessary, therefore, to give some
account of its progress previous to the military operations
carried out by him and by Sir Hugh Rose, which ended
in its final suppression.

The first outbreak took place at Mirat early in May,
1857, and owing to some weakness and hesitation of the
commanding officer at that important cantonment the
mutineers got control of affairs: they released the pris-
oners from the jail, and set fire to the cantonments. They
then hurried off to Delhi unmolested. They soon obtained
possession of that city, and proceeded to set up the titular
King of Delhi as Sovereign Lord of Hindustan, though
they treated both him and his family with contempt and
insolence. From this moment the revolt took on a more
serious complexion; Delhi became the rallying-point, and
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' Onwards to Del hi' the cry of the great body of the rebels
and those who had attached themselves to their ranks.

The other points round which the Mutiny had centred
inits early days were Cawnpur and Lucknow. The chief
instigator of the revolt at Cawnpur was a man who had
all along been professing himself afriend of the English: all
the time, however, he had been awaiting his opportunity,
and had been secretly spreading discontent throughout
India. His opportunity had now come: the Sepoys in
the cantonments had risen in revolt, and the officer com-
manding, Sir Hugh Wheeler, believing in the professions of
friendship whichthe NanaSahib, asthisman was designated,
had so profusely offered, invited himtolend him sometroops
to guard the Treasury. The Nana at once threw off the
mask and put himself at the head of the rebels, and laid
siege to the small British garrison. By an act of gross
treachery he obtained the surrender of the force, and by
an act of still grosser treachery had them massacred nearly
to a man when they were proceeding to leave Cawnpur
by boat, under a safe-conduct signed by his own hand ;
and finally, the blackest crime of all, which has won him
for all time the unenviable designation of 'the infamous
Nana Sahib', had the few survivors, the women and the
children, hacked to pieces by the butchers of the place,
and their bodies thrown into a well. He had then cele-
brated what he was pleased to call his ' glorious victory '
by proclaiming himself Peshwa, or Mahratta Sovereign
Lord of Hindustan, disregarding the fact that another
Sovereign Lord of Hindustan had only recently been
proclaimed at Delhi, in the person of the Muhammadan
representative of the Moguls.

At Lucknow the British had been fortunate in having
as their adviser Sir Henry Lawrence, who, with wise
prescience and foresight, had taken precautions beforehand
to prepare the Residency to stand a siege, with the result
that when the crisis came the small but heroic garrison
of some seventeen hundred troops all told were able to
withstand for months the overwhelming numbers of the
rebels, which have been estimated to have amounted at
one period of the siege to not far short of one hundred
thousand men.

E2
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Sir Henry Lawrence had died from a wound early in
the siege; his dying words had been 'No surrender\
The general order issued to the troops by Lord Canning,
when that gallant defence had come to an end with the
final relief, was as follows: 'There cannot be found in
the annals of war an achievement more heroic than this
defence, which has exhibited in the highest degree a noble
and sustained courage, which, against enormous odds and
fearful disadvantages, against hope deferred, and through
unceasing toil, and wear of body and of mind, still held
on, day after day, and finally triumphed.’

As regards the rest of India, communication throughout
the country had become more or less interrupted. Agra
had been invested, and the great arsenal at Allahabad
had been in serious danger. Though there had been only
a few local risings in the North-West Provinces, a state of
general disorder prevailed.

In Bengal, the Province of Behar was practically the
only one that was disturbed ; this was due to the depre-
dations of the rebel Zamindar, Koer Singh, who was the
only landholder in all Bengal to take an active share in
the revolt.

The most glorious incident in this part of the disturbed
provinces was the gallant stand made at Arrah by two
civilians assisted by a small force of Sikhs and English—
eightyinall. Forawholeweek they successfully withstood
the attack of some three thousand of the enemy on the
small bungalow they had to defend, which was commanded
by a house on which guns had been posted ; they were
eventually relieved by a small British force. The principal
hero of this defence, Mr. Richard Vicars Boyle, has recently
died at the advanced age of eighty-six.

Though there was anxiety about other parts of India,
a state of quietude generally prevailed, largely the result
of the judicious tact displayed by responsible officers on
the spot, both Indian and English ; thus in the South of
India the services rendered by Sir Salar Jung, the great
Muhammadan Minister of the Nizam, in keeping under
control the great Muhammadan peoples, who were naturally
excited on hearing of the proclamation of a Muhammadan
Empire in the North, were inestimable.
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Similarly, on the West of India, the judgement and reso-
lution of the Governor of Bombay, Lord Elphinstone,
very largely contributed to the state of quietude that
prevailed there : the fact that the peace of Kathiawar
was maintained by