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Dr. M. RADHAKRISHNA SARMA
Professor and Head

Dept of Ancient Indian History,
Culture and Archaeology

Osmania University

The Reprinting Of
The Valuable Work

"Sringaara Sreenaathamu’’ of Veturi Prabhakara Sastri
Garu should receive the attention of pandits and public inter-
ested in the history, culture and literature of Andhras.
Professor M. Venkatarangaiya, having gone through the
work, wrote in a letter dated 17th September 1924 thus ..
"It is my firm belief that no one has written such a work
as this in our (Telugu) language. The research and efforts
that have gone behind the work cannot be expressed in
words’’  These words written some sixty years ago could
be taken to be true even today.

‘Sringaara Sreenaathamu’, ofcourse, is astudy of the life,
wotks and times of the renowned poet of the Telugus
belonging to the medieval period, Srinatha. The uniqueness
of the book of Sri Prabhakara Sastri is that through his
expert writing he has made it a historical research work of
a literary personage whose life was intertwined subtly
with the political events and social ethos of the times

Historical methodology, with surprising clarity, has been
enunciated by Sri Prabhakara Sastri even in the 1920 ‘s. In
the foreword to his work he says’... This cannot be a true
historical work; for one to be called so should adduce
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evidence that each event mentioned is a fact. | have
merely cellected available historical materials and gave
a shape of history of Srinatha. For this reason only | have
not named it as history, but, preferred to give the present
title of "*Sringaara Sreenaathamu’’. The manner in which the
author tackled the historical value of the ‘’Palnativirachari-
tramu’’ is a typical example even to the presen:-day re-
searcher as to how research writing should be. Relevant
words of C P. Brown are quoted and made apt use of
(Chapter VII1). In this context Sri Prabhakara Sastri ela-
borated the research maxim it is proper that while prin-
ting ancient works no changes are made in the text of the
authors.”’

The author makes it clear both in his foreword to the
book, as well as in many discussions in the work itself
that he is not publishing his entire text. The original work
written some ten years prior to the date of the first edition
in manuscript seems to consist of two parts, the Histori-
cal and the Criticism, of which only the former part is
being published. He proposed to publish the 'Criticism’
part separ:tely. Today when liberal research grants are
available, the work of Sri Prabhakara Sastri in its enti-
rety should be brought out in a single volume. This would
serve as an excellent source book for the medieval history
and culture of Andhras. It is after the publication of such
works of pioneers as this that an attempt to bring out
works on “"Historiography of Andhra’’ or “Andhra Historians®’
could be done. The Prabhakara Sastri Parisodhaka Mandali
which is in possession of late Sastri’s writings should
bring out the comprehensive volume on "'Sringaara Sreena-
thamu'® with financial assistance of the Government of
Andhra Pradesh.
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Historians of Medieval Andhra had been concentrating
their studies on the history of the Kakatiyas and the
Vijayanagar dynasties. Excepting for a few significant
studies the history and contribution of several dynasties
that ruled Andhra in the post Kakatiya period have not
been researched into. In-depth examination of literary and
archaeological sources and attempt at the coordination
between the two have yet to be seriously done. The re-
lations that existed between the various kingdoms and
regions of Andhra during the period between A.D. 1300
to 1600 A. D. are very vital for the understanding of
Andhra history and culture of the later pericds as it was
now that Telugu lanaguage and culture took a mature form
and the new elements of Islamic culture got introduced.
Srinatha lived during these times. Life and works of
Srinatha truly mirror his times. For instance as Sri Prabha-
kara Sastri with deep insight remarks that 'Palnativira-
charitramu’ of Srinatha truly reflects Andhra country,
Andhra language, Andhra customs and manners, in a word
‘Andhraness’. (Chapter 8). | find that "'Sringaara Sreenathamu’’
is a source book for matter and methodology for resear-
chers delving into the period.

Taking into account the period covered in the work,
it is encyclopaedic. The work is divided into nine chapters,
fhe first chapter reviews the conditions in Andhra during
the 14 th and the greater part of 15 th century A. D, which
is the period when Srinatha lived. Srinatha’s caste, gotra,
genealogy, nativity, period of life, name, boyhood, early
education, family conditions and relationships are syste-
matically dealt with The interesting problem of the con-
temporaneity of Srinatha and Potana is examined.

The second chapter discusses the history of the
Reddis of Kondaveedu making use of both literary and
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epigraphic sources. The Contribution of these Reddis to
Telugu culture is briefly and beautifully put in the con-
cluding paragraph of the chapter. Literary patronage of the

rulers and literary output of the poet are now extensively
discussed in the third chapter. A thorough examination of

inscriptions from the view-point of history of literature is
made Maruttaratcharitra, Salivahana Saptasati,Panditaradhya-
Charitamu, Sringaaranaishadhamu, Haravilasamu- the signifi-
cant works of the author are discussed in many of their
aspects. The collapse of the Reddi kingdom of Kondaveedu
also marks the end of a stage in the life of Srinatha.

The fourth chapter takes the life and times of Srina-
tha from this point, and mainly examines his work ‘Bhima
khandamu’

The fifth, sixth and seventh chapters deal with the
best years of the life of Srinatha. It is here that his
encounter with Dindimabhattu is picturesquely described
and discussad in detail.

Chapter eight covers the theme and historical impor-
tance of Palnativiracharitra, the folk literary compositions
of the poet, Katamarajukatha, Kreedabhiramamu, Sivaratri-
mahatmyamu and misceilaneous works.

In the final chapter the sad days of the poet at the
end, his character and personality, personal religion, other
poets’ estimate of him and his contemporary poets are
covered. The author in a tribute to the poet concludes
what if he died in penury! when riches had not succeeded
in making the name of others permanent, the name of
Srinatha is living for eternity due to the merits of his
Poetry.
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The suggestion of Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri that
a memorial should be raised for Srinatha in Andhradesa
should be seriously and sincerely taken up by the govern-
ment and the public. '’Srinatha Peethamu’, established
at Guntur recently appears to be one such step taken in

that direction. Let us hope that it fulfills the hope of
Sri Sastri.

When one goes through Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri’s
‘Sringaara Sreenathamu’’ one realises why it was remarked
‘Desa Bhashalandu Telugu lessa?’ It is indeed sweet.

Hyderabad

Radhakrishna Sarma
20-10-1985
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