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INTRODUCTION

S,

The {cllowing work was compiled at the urgs at re-
quest of Sardar Bhagel Singh, the Distriet Supcerintend-
ent of Pulice, and his son Sardar Thakur Singh; and
in April last it was dedicated to the said S8ardws who

after perusing the work approved of it very much.
¥

The said Sardar by his letter dated 5th Apwil 1879,
sent this work to? Major Wimberley, the Depaty Supe. -
intendent to ask his permission to got the said work
published, Major Wimberley in his reply saxd h2 saw
“ no objection to the work being published” bat at Port-
Blair there 1s no good Pross the work has thercfore not
yet been published.  Being a conviet, I bex to give up
my right of authorship, and I authovize the Preprictor
of the Newul Iishore TPross of Luckinow to get tlas work
printed and reprinted at his ownwill and accord and I
hand over its copy right to him,

Port Bram : S. 8. MOUAMED JATPLER,
let July 1879, ) Lead Aurshi Supdt, Disisi i
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Volumns would not contain the wonders, the trans-
formations and changes that, it has been my lot witness. .

For a long time mhny gentlemen who have 1cad
Persian, Urdn, and Nagri with me, have desivred r.e to
write a work in Urdu as spoken at Port Blair frem
which they might derive benefit in learning the language,
besides which many of my friends in India and Port
Blair have requested me to write a work nn Port Blair,
shewing the population, habits, customs, administration,
law and languages spoken at Port Blair, as well as an
account of the aborigines in order that they might
acquire some knowledge of the place. ¢

Impressed by these two causes, I have venturcd to
put before the public a brief History of Port Blair and
have named it  Tarikh Ajib 7 —ux: o § (wonderful
History) the nine letters of which the uame is compo:
sed give the no of the present Hijree cera (1206).

In conclusion I beg my readeis to overlook any
mistakes that may have occurred, and they would pray
that our great Government relieve me from the Society
of nalked friends so as to enable me to complete the
other volumn of this book in’ my own pure country
language,

Port BLAIR : ‘9. 8. MOHAMED JAFFER,
st April 1879, § Head Munshi Supdt. District,
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be wrote, “that I have known Mohamed Jaffer as he
states siace 1869, his conduct since which time so far
as I have had opportunities of judging has been un-
evceptionable, he is a very studious hardworking man,
and since his arrival in Port Blair in transportation has
taught bhimself English, which he now rcads, writes and
speaks with fluency ; he has on many occasions been
of great use in the offices to which he has been attached,
and is I believe the author of most of the returns and
forms at present ia use with convict Vernacular depart-
ment, his services whenever required have been cheer-
fally rondered, and have always found him ready for
any amount of work; I am of course awarc tbat the
czpediency or otherwise of the conditional release of
Mohamed Jaffer will be decided on quite diffcrent
grounds to those above set forth, my object however in
making these remarks is to show that really there are
no reasons why Mohamed Jaffer should not be allowed
a conditional release within the limits of the scttlement
of Port Blair,” anl when owing to some causes there
was a delay in recommending my release he wrote an-
other letter and said *“that since the date of my last
lctter on the subject Mohamed Jaffer’s conduct has been
very good and his work performed entirely to my great
satisfaction.” On the receipt of this last letter Chief
Commn.issioner was pleased to recommend my cenditional |
rcleage and sent the copies of all the letters to the Gov-
ernment of India, the Secietary of the Government of
India declined to grant me the conditioral release which
was not accepted by many conviets in 1877. My master
consoled me by sayi.g that after the Cabool War is
over he would agailn recommend my release as the
proverbsays. ¢ the worid stands on hope” let us sce what
will cowae out of the hidden curtain,



PREFACE

I Mohamed Jaffer, the humble author, was a rvesi-
dent of the famons City of Thanesur or Coorchettur,
From the age of 17 till T was 25 I was employed as
an attorney in Court. In 1863 at the time of the
Umbeyla War I was charged wich abetting the
waging of War ngainst the Queen and sencenced te
transportation for life at the Andamans.  On my arrivid
at Port Dlair T was made a Munshi in ithe Chief Com-
missioner and Superintendent’s Ofhice. '

The Superintendent’s certificates of my good conduct.
and ability surpass those of the native high officials in’
India. A .

Major Protherve under whose immediate orders 1
served for 10 years and who is more cequainted with the
circamstances of my case, conduct. and ability than
others wrote 2 or 3 letters about my release. I would
apologize to my readers for quoting a few passage from
these which I trus® may interest them. When my
Master sent the HMand-book to the Chief Commissioner
he wrote ““ I have reseived great assistance {rom Saikh
Syed Mohamed Jaflfer No. 11450, IIead Munshi in the
Southern District, in the preparation of this work he has
laboured most wilingly at it during his leisure hours,
and his intimate acquaintance with the numerous Settle-
ment orders of the past 12 or 13 ycars has proved very
useful in its compilation. He has also unaidcd trans-
lated the whole of the work from Eaglish into Urdu.”
After this he recommended me for conditiona: relcase
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CHAPTER VI,

~ Sowe curious names of convicts. an abstract of the
arrivals of all convicts from 10th March 1858 up tb 1st
April 1879, method of ascertaining the date of arrival
of any coavict, the name of the vessel by which he
arrived and the place of his embarkation merely by
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