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NOTE BY THE GENERAL EDITOR

Tur Mithila Sanskrit Research Institute has been established
by the Government of Bihar and is located at Darbhanga
on a plot of land donated by the Maharajadhiraja Shri
Kameshwara Singh Bahadur of Darbhanga. The foundation-
stone of the Institute was laid down by the President of the
Indian Union Dr. Rajendra Prasad on the 21st of November,
1951.

This Institute has been founded with a view to promote
advanced research in various aspects of Sanskrit learning and
to impart teaching of the Post-Graduate standard to a limited
number of students in the stimulating environments of a
residential community. It will serve as the meeting-ground
of the traditional Sanskrit scholars and modern researchers
80 that while the traditional scholars may get training in
modern methods of research, the sources of ancient learning
and its depth may easily be available to the modern scholars.
Inso doing the Institute will aim at the preservation and re-
habilitation of the traditional Indijan scholarship in the field
of modern learning and research.

The Institute mainly stands for higher rescarches hased
on authentic texts on modern scientific lines; so while indivi-
dual researchers including the members of the staff may
carry on research in particular subjects, the Institute as a
whole will have some long-term as well as short-term pro-
gramme of research and publication,

As a foundation f r carrying on research in the future
and as a means of preserving useful source of materials, the
Institute will take up the collection and survey of manuscripts
and other important source materials availible in Mithils
in particular, and also in other pirts of Bihar and clsewhere.

The Institute will not only promote and encourage
research by individual scholars and students, but it will also
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undertake specific projects which will be in the nature of
team work produced by all or selected members of the staff
working in close co-operation and association with one another
and seeking the guidance aud assistance of the Board of
Advisers. Trom time to time, a programme or plan for the
projects extending over a specified period will be drawn up
and duties will be assigned to various members of the staff
in connection with the fulfilment of that project. The
following projects may, for example, be undertaken by the
Institute from time to time :

(i) Editing the Puranas and the Upanis:da on scien-
tific lines,

(ii) Collection, survey and catalogning of manuscripts
and other important source materials available in
Mithila and in other parts of Bihar.

(iii) Editing a series of rare and important old and
new Sanskrit Texts.

(iv) Proparing a critical bibliography of research work
done in Sanskrit topic-wise, up to the present day
and preparing supplements subsequently.

(v) Preparing a comprehensive History of Sanskrit
literature in all its branches based on original
sources.

(vi) Preparing a chronolozy of Sanskrit authors and
their works.

(vii) Preparing an annual hand-hook of information on
Indological studies.

Other projects also may be undertaken from time to time,

The Institute will publish from time to time monographs,

texts, critical editiong, ca talogues, bibliographies, critical
works, research journals, ete. The publication will be confined
principally to the work done at the Institute either through
individual research of students, scholars and members of the
staff or through the projects undertaken at the Institute,
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With these aims and objects in view we have under-
taken the publication of rare and important works of old and
also of modern period in order to place before the scholarly
world the past and present contributions of Sanskrit scholars
to knowledge in a-Sanskrit series under our ‘short-term
project of research programme’.



PREFACE

In pursuance of the declared objects of the Mithila Research
Institute, Darbhanga, we are presenting herewith the
Vimandalavakravichara to the world of scholars as the
third volume of the Mithila Research Inmstittute Sanskrit
Series. The j author, Pandita Dayanatha Jha, the ex-
Principal of the Dharmasamaja College, Muzaffarpur, is one
of the top-ranking astronomers of the present-day Mithila.
He is also our respected colleague in the Institute. ‘

In the present treatise on the problem, the author
has tried to improve upon and make further investigation
on the problem on the lines suggested by the late Mahamaho-
padhyaya Pandita Sudhakara Dwivedi, the well-known
scholar of Banaras. This Vimandala,Curvature theory,has not
been even discussed by European learned astromomers, like
Kern, God-Fray, Parker, etc. The present work
is a resalt of a long experience of the scholar and it is expec-
ted that it will give an opportunity to the astronomers of
the Traditional and Scientific Schools to carry on further
researches on the subjeot.

An effort is made here in the Institute to make the
best use of the experiences and studies of our traditional
Vishistavidvans by encouraging them to make contributions
to our knowledge in their own respective field through their
writings. But it is not for us to say how far our efforts will
be successful, for we are one with Kalidasa when he says—

‘g1 qRAIEENT A @ 79 R |
Meantime, I must thank the Government of Bihar for ena-
bling me to start the series within a couple of years from
the inception of the Institute.

Thanks are due to the authorities of the Mithila Art
Press, Darbhanga, but for whose ungrudging efforts the
volume could not have some out in such a form and in such
a short time.

Vaishakha Purnima UMESHA MISHRA
1361 FASLI
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