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PREFACE.

The Indian artists, especially of the pen, are
open to the reproach that they have been giving
only a rchash of ancient themes, done m such a
way as to spoil the simpliaty and naturalness of
the classical treatment, and interjecting -
congruous, ugly, and jaurring modern clements
picked atl random and thrown in without reference
to context, historical propriety, or poetic harmony
and beauty. This habit 1s so widely prevalent as
to justify the inference that the imagination also
along with our society and the other features of
Indian culture and civilistion has suffered arrested
development and 15 no longer capable of fresh
adjustments or new creations. A staleness has
sptead over everything ; meanmgless devices and
novelties have come to be regarded as imaginative
fights or fancaiful groupings. Taste has de-
generated no less than art. Nala, Harischandra,
Sakuntala of honoured, beloved, and inspiring
memory are still presented but in constumes that
do not fit and in companies that do not suit.

There are writers who think that if only a vulgar
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purohit or a corrupt policeman or a loud-mouthed
lawyer 15 mtroduced into these themes of sublime
grace and charm, a hit has been scored and
origmality perpeirated  The whole field of con-
temporary life lies spread before us awaiting for
artistic culture , but the capacity to deal with 1,
to bring out the humour and pathos, the tragedy
and comedy that are in 1t, 1s not so wide-spread
as one would have thought from the abundance

of so-called literary publications.

Cultural as well as physical vitality seems to
depend on some amount of cross breeding;
and the crossing of environments has always
been a potent cause of creative evolution. The
poets who have used the stuff of modern life
as the raw material of art are mostly men who
have been touched by western influences. True,
there is an eternal element in all life—the com-
mon thiead that runs through the ages and binds
them into the garland of the Absolute. But the
individual and concrete, through which alone
art interprets the eternal, is temporal in its
character and if this 1s neglected, poetry becomes
a sort of philosophy, especially if it 1s not suffici-

ciently charged and illumined by mystic emotion ;
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and this 1s precisely what has happened to a
deplorable degree in India. That grasp of the
real, the concrete and individual is what dis-
tinguished our ancestors of the Vedic and Epic
pertods, and what distinguishes the Westerners,
the Japanese, and other progressive peoples ol
to-day. Progress 1s achieved by recognising and
rectifying facts , and not by hanging on, as with
the grasp of death-rigour, to the neck of the
Eternal. Well, itis as a result of the contact
between East and West, felt i themselves, that
poets like Tagore have been able to invest our
life aud longings with the radiance of poetry, and
to endow idealism with the ariesting attraction

of the real and fascination of the flesh.

My friend, Mr. Kailasam, the author of
“Tollu-gatti”” (Hollow and Solid) 1s a creative
artist, though of a different order. He has less
of the imagination of the nineteenth century
than of the critical realism and rationalisin of the
eighteenth. As a humourist and satirist, he has
few equals. Inthe Kannada country, I suppose,
he occupies a unique position; he is a solitary
with none to keep him company, except as

audience.
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Doubtless Telugu literature has shown a
richer and more various activity. Veeresalingam,
discovered by a slow process of self-development-
he is about the one exception to the rule of
western contact mentioned above-—the better
way and truer; and he has been followed by
a number of writers with remarkable success.
The response to the new music of Tagore has
been deep and spontaneous. Mr. Royaprolu
Subba Rao, Mr. Abburi Ramakrishna Rao and
others are not mere imitators of Tagore but
independent creators after his spirit. Social
satire and social reform have been the favourite
passion of the Andhras. No reformer or pro-
gressive can afford to ignore the facts of con-
temporary life. And Telugu literature has thus
been a living theme and influence, and not a peg
on which the glorious garments of our ancient
Rishis and other dwellers of sanctified forests
are washed and coloured in muddy streams of
rhetoric and hung up again for exhibition as

novelties.

But the Kannada country has so far not
participated in the new life. It does not possess
administrative unity ; and the influences, secular
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and sacred that dominate it are mostly of the
puranic order and complexion. ‘' Tollu-gatti”
is almost the first symptom of the stirring of a

new life in it, a rejuvenation of its ancient heart.

And what a wonderful satire it is! Telugu
satire chose the easier field of our social absurdi-
ties and sanctified inhumanities for its operations.
Subtler far than well-recognised social evils, less
familiar and more difficult is the objective of
Mr. Kailasam—an exposure of that over-valued
commodity of the matrimonial market, the Edu-
cated Boy, and, let me add by implication, the
Educated Girl. I have never seen portraits more
faithful and convincing thaa those of the personac
in this drama ; and after sitting through the per-
formance one does not know whether to laugh
or cry. If he had been a mere moralist he would
have made you cry perhaps; but being an artist
he evokes as complex feelings as nature herself.
The contrast effects reflected by the two brothers
are aesthetically exquisite and morally revolting—
touches worthy of Balzac himself. The clever-
at-books brother, lauded and petted for passing
examinations ; commanding a high premium in

the matrimonial stock-exchange ; the darling of
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the father and the envy of the neighbours ; physi-
cally weak; a coward both morally and physically;
in the scale of humanity, of no weight or worth ;
yet possessing high value in the debased currency
of the Hindu society of to-day; leading a life of
gross selfishness and all the while fancying that
that was the higher life modelled after the pattern
of noble duty, his very conscience perverted : and
as against him the dull brother, abused by every-
body because he does not pass examinations ; yet
a man, with a tender heart, generous impulses,
strength, courage, the very embodiment of the
ideal of education—a sound mind in a sound
body; and above these and the vulgar father,
also too true to type, and shedding a tender
light on all, the pathetic figure of the sick
mother : — these and other pictures get transfixed
in your feelings and memory on even a first ac-
quaintance. Truth is not established by repetition;
love springs at first sight; for in the realm of
pure nature and art the first is not the casual ; it

is the essential and there is never a second.

Greater than any writer I have known in
South India is Mr. Kailasam in dramatic techni-
que. It is perhaps no exaggeration to say that
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geniuses like Veeresalingam and Appa Rao did
not possess the right technique in a measure
worth taking into account. Mr. Kailasam’s execu-
tion is faultless, almost perfect. He writes for
the stage, and not for the library; he writes as an

actor to actors, and not as & scholar to readers.

Here is a diamond of the first quality and
cut in the hest style. Fortunate is the Kannada

country that it has such a jewel to wear !

I honour and admire Mr. Kailasam for the
present he has made to the literature of his
Motherland. The appreciation expressed here
ig far less than what is felt in my heart; but he
knows the insufficiency of tongue and pen to
portray the emotions.

Chitloor. C. R. RepDY.



An appreciation by Mr. James H. Cousins.

Q——

“But what I regard as a most significant event
was the presentation of “ TOLLU-GATTI”’ (Hollow
and Solid) in the Kanarese language. In this
play we have an excellent example of drama
built out of daily life, and built o expertly that,
while the play is self-contained as regards motive
and structure, it is a piece of ripping satire on
the artifical importance attached to the winning
of a University Degree. The ‘" Educated” son
is a prig (hollow), the ‘ failed” son is useful
(solid) and a standby in an emergency. The
author very skilfully makes the defects and
qualities of his two student characters purely
personal ; we are not left with the generalisation
that all graduates are hollow and all failures
golid. But through the juxtaposing of these two
characters the author makes his irony converge
upon the father, whose pampering of the success-
ful son and persecuting the failure arises out
of his distorted standard of human values. Seeing
this play and the keen enjoyment of the audience,
one felt hopeful for the future of Indian Drama.
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When the Drama hegins to criticise life, it is not
far from the salutary work of criticising itself,

and self-criticisn means the beginning of new

life.”
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