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PRETFACE

In my Karnataka-Kavicharite or Lives of Kannada
Poets T have given extracts from those inscriptions of
which the composers are known. DBut we have besides
nuwmerous Kannada inscriptions both in and outside
Mysore which are excellent specimens of poetical com-
position though their authors are not known. These,
too, well deserve the attention of the Kannadigas. They
have only to be brought to their notice to be appreci-
ated by them. Being however imbedded in bulky
volumes such as the Hpigraphia Carnatica or in the
issues of learned journals such as the Kpigraphia Indica,
the Indian Antiquary, the Journal of the Bombay
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society and so forth, these
records are not easily accessible to most people, and
even if the volumes and issues can be procured, very
few can afford to spend the time and labour involved
in wading through them to get at the inseriptions. [
have therefore put together in the present work extracts
from some selected inscriptions in order to give to the
Kannadigas a taste of the style and beauty of these
compositions of their own countrymen, which cannot
but arouse a feeling of pride in them.

The number of inseriptions sclected is 283.  With
the exception of 24 which are in the Bombay Presiden-
cy, all of them are in Mysore. Details about their
localities are given in ‘ The Alphebetical list of Places’
at the beginning of the book. The inscriptions bear
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consecutive numbers from 1 to 283+ and are in chrono-
logical order, ranging in date from about A.D. 700 to
1465. Each record has at the top a brief note giving
the subject-matter and in most cases the name of the
reigning sovereign. The number of stanzas given in
the extracts ranges from 1 to 40, and the total number
of stanzas extracted is 1456. The dynasties of rulers
to which the inscriptions relate are the Ganga, the
Nolamba, the Chalukya, the Rashtrakuta, the Chola,
the Kalachurya, the Sevuna, the Kongalva, the Hoysala,
the Santara, the Pandya, the Sinda, the Kadamba, and
those of Nidugal and Vijayanagara. Ior details about
the dynasties, their kings and the inscriptions relating
to themn refercnce is invited to ‘ Dynasties of Kings
mentioned in the Inscriptions’ given at the beginning.

The importance of the inscriptions is not merely
confined to their literary merit. They likewise throw
considerable light on the political, social and religious
conditions of the times to which they relate.  The his-
torical information given about the kings and their
officers is of great value. The references to certain
customs and practices in vogue at the time of the re-
cords are full of interest. Thus we learn from number
6, of about 900, that a man named Sambhu entered fire
in fulfilment of a promise made to a Chalukya prince
of the name of Parahitaraja. No. 241, of about 1220,
gives a pathetic account of how on the death of Ballala IT
a prince named Kuvara-Lakshma, deeming it a

t Some mistakes have been made in numbering: the Narendra
inseription (p. 62) bears no number, numbers 130 (p. 121) and 145
(p. 133) are left out, and number 261 is printed twice (pp. 248-9),
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shame to survive his lord, committed suicide along
with his loving wife and his devoted battalion of a
thousand choice warriors. No. 189, of 1181, refers to
the grant to a temple of the property of those who died
heirless. T'wenty-four of the inseriptions are nishidigals
or epitaphs recording the death by starvation of Jaina
men and women, mostly monks and nuns; and seven-
teen are wviragals or memorials of heroes who fell in
battle. Again, No. 27 refers to the establishment of a
hostel for students so far back as 1066, as also Nos. 112
and 164 of the 12th century. No. 4, of about 700,
shows the antiquity of the ¢ripads metre in Kannada.
Finally, most of the records bear testimony to the
prowess, picty, gencrosity, patriotisin and toleration of
the princes and the people.

Being arranged in chronological order, these ex-
tracts are of considerable value from a linguistic point
of view, as they afford glimpses of the development of
the language and the changes it has gradually under-
gone in the course of time.

It was originally intended to give these extracts
in the third volume of the Karnataka- Kavicharite along
with extracts from works of which the authors are un-
known. But their importance in scveral respects other
than that of their literary merit induced me to publish
themn as a separate book.

Diflicult words are explained in the notes at the
end of the book. A few grammatical and philological
notes have also been added where they were deemed
necessary.
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I have to express my deep gratitude to His
Highness the Maharaja of Mysore for gracious per-
mission to dedicate this work to him.

BANGALOKE
10 th October, 1923.
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