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rufal of it,

| have the honour to be,

MADAM,
Y our Ladyfhip's moil: obedient

humble Servant,

TEIGNMOUTH.

CLAPHAM,
June 20, 1804.






PREFACE.

IN prefenting the public with an account of
the Life of SIR WILLIAM JONES, | fed
a particular anxiety, to guard againft the
charge of prefumption for an undertaking,
which may be thought to require a more
than ordinary fhare of learning and abilities.
| hope therefore, to have credit for a declar-
ation, that nothing but the earneft felicita-
tion of Lady Jones, who knew my affecion
for her Hufband when living, and my un-
abated regard for his memory, and who con-
ceived that thefe qualifications might fupply
the deficiency of more eflcniial talents, could
have prevailed upon me, to enter upon a
literary career, fo foreign to the habits of a
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life, of which more than fifty years are now
elapfed.

It may be proper to notice the materials,
which | have ufed in this compilation, and
to explain the plan which | have adopted in
the arrangement of them. The firft, is a
fingle fheet written by Sir William Jones,
containing fhort notices of his fituation and
occupations during every year of hislife; it
is indeed extended beyond the date of his
exiftence, to the 50th year, oppofite to which
the words if God pleafes, are infert-
ed; it appears to have been haftily written,
a few months only before his death, and al-
though the dates are fometimes inaccurate,
and the notices too brief to fupply more than
areference, it fuggefted enquiries which have
fometimes terminated fatisfadorily, though
more frequently in difapppintment. This
paper however dicated the plan of the work,
and | have endeavoured, as far as my mate-
rials permitted, to trace the life of Sir Wil -
liam Jones, year by year.

For the firft twenty-two years of it, my
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authorities are ample and fatisfactory; they
confift principally of memoranda written by
Sir William himfelf, and in defcribing the
occurrences of this period, | have frequently
availed myfelf of hisown words. | wifhin-
deed that | could have ufed them exclufively,
but the paper is not altogether in aform to
admit of publication.

The account of the laft twelve years of his
life in India, is chiefly fupplied by my own
recollection, affifted by information collected
from his writings and correfpondence.

Of the events of his life between 1768, his
twenty-fecond year, and the date of his em-
barkation for India in 1783, my information
is lefs complete, although | have fpared no
diligence in endeavouring to colled all that
could be obtained, | was in hopes that the
recollection of his contemporaries at Oxford,
where he occasionally refided until he left
England, might have fupplied fome material
anecdotes, and that farther information might
have been procured from his companions in
Weftminfter Hall, or on the Circuit, but my
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refearches have had little fuccefs, and | am
chiefly indebted to his correfpondence for the
information which | have been able to com-
municate.

In the arrangement of thefe materials, it
was my wifh, as far as poflible, to make Sir
William Jones defcribe himfelf; and with
thisview, | have introduced his letters into
the body of the Memoirs.,, They develop
his occupations, hopes, purfuits, and feel-
ings; and although the narrative, from the
introduction of them, may lofe fomething in
point of conned-ion, this inconyenience, |
flatter myfelf, will be more than compen-
fated by the letters themfelves. By this
mode they will excite anintereft, which they
might have failed to produce, if the fubftange
or fubjeds of them only had been interwoven
into the narrative, with a reference to the
letters themfelves in the Appendix.

This arrangement has however impofed
upon'me the neceility of tranflating many of
the letters of Sir William Jones and his
learned correfpondents, from the Latin or
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French, and 1 have endeavoured to give the
fenfe of them in a plain familiar ftyle. But
| muft warn the reader, that he is to exped
nothing more in thefe tranflations, and that
thofe who are qualified to perufe the original
letters of Sir William Jones, will find in them
an elegance which | do not pretend to trans-
fufe into my verfion of them. Some few
fentences of the original letters have been
purpofely omitted in the tranflation, and
many paflages of the originals themfelves have
been fupprefied.

The Latin letters of Sir William Jones are
printed in the Appendix, and with refpeft to
them it is further proper to obferve, that in
confequence of interlineations, corrections,
erafures, 'and mutilation from time, | could
not always afcertain the exad words which
he ultimately adopted. In fuch cafes | have
been compelled to exercife my own judg-
ment, and | defire the reader to notice this
remark, left any inaccuracy of mine fhould
be imputed to a man, who was equally qua-
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Kfied to guide the tafte of the elegant, and
corred the errors of the learned.

To elucidate the life, occupations, and
opinions of Sir William Jones, was the prin-
cipal objedt which | had in view, in the
felection of the letters now prefented to the
public; fome have been inferted, as calcu-
lated in my opinion to afford entertainment
to the reader. | am very fenfible that many
of thefe letters relate to topics not generally
interefting: engaged in literary purfuits from
his earlieft youth, extending and cultivating
them with ardour during his life, and never
lofing fight of them under any accumulation
of hufinefs, the letters of Sir William Jones
neceflarily refer to habits fo dear to him, and
fo long eftabliihedj and | muft requeft the
reader to carry this, remark with hipa to the
perufal of his correfpondence throughout,
and particularly of the letters written by him
in Bengal, which frequently relate to Indian
literature, as well as to fubjedts and occupa-
tions peculiar to that country.
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The Memoirs and Appendix contain fome
original compofitions of Sir William Jones,
which have not hitherto been publifhed;
they are not of equal importance with thofe
of which the public are in pofleffipn; there
are ftill more, which | have not ventured to
print.

It would have been eafy to have enlarged
the fize of thefe volumes, but having no am-
bition to extend them beyond their proper
limits, | have confined them as clofdy as |
could to the object of them, that of eucidat-
ing the life and opinions of Sr William
Jones. With this rule conftantly in my re-
collection, | have avoided diflertations on the
events of the times; the notice which | have
taken of characters incidentally mentioned,
is brief andjexplanatory only; and | have
fuppreffed many obfervations, which would
have added more to the bulk of the Memoirs,
than to the information or entertainment of
the reader.

| have now given fuch explanation on the
fubject of the Memoirs, as appeared to me



Xiv
neceffary; but | cannot conclude the Preface,
without mentioning fome information which
materially affects an important paffage in
thefe Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 249, and which |
received from Bengal, long after it had been
printed.

The paffage alluded to, is ftated to be an
exact tranflation from one of the mythologi-
cal books of the Hindus; it firft appeared in
a note annexed by Sir William Jones, to an
Effay on Egypt and the Nile, in the 3d val.
of the Afiatic Refearches, by Lieutenant
(now Captain) Wilford, and relates to Noah
(under the defignation of Satyavrata) and
his three fons.

Captain Wilford has flnce had the morti-
fication and regret to difcover, that he was
impofed upon by alearned .Hindu, who af-
fifted his inveftigations, that the Purana, in
which he actually and carefully read the paf-
fage which he communicated to Sir William
Jones, as an extradt from it, does not contain
it* and that it was interpolated by the dex-
trous introduction of a forged fheet, difco-
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loured, and prepared for the purpofe of de-
ception, and which having ferved this pur-
pofe, was afterwards withdrawn.

The uncommon anxiety of Captain Wil -
ford to re-examine all the authorities quoted
in his eflay, led to the detection of the im-
pofition, and he immediately determined to
publifh it to the world, in another eflay
which he was then preparing, and which |
underftand to be now printing in Bengal.
To guard againft the effects of any accident
which might prevent the execution of this
determination, he communicated the circum-
ftance to his friends, that it might eventually
be made known to the public, and in the ex-
planation now fubmitted to them, | only an-
ticipate the folicitude of Captain Wilford, to
cxpofe "the impofition which has been prac-
tifed on him *.

* The particulars of the impaostion, practised upon
him by the pandit, whom he employed in making ex-
tracts from the books of the Hindus, are detailed by
Captain Wilford, in the introduction to a work now
printing in Bengal, under the title of An ESSAY on the
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In voh ii. p. 175, of the Membirs, the
reader will find mention of an unfucoef<ul

SACRED ISLES in the West, with other Essays connected
wiih that Work.

In the course of collating the Sanscrit authorities quot-
ed or referred to, in this Essay, he discovered some
discolorations in the manuscripts, which led to suspicions
of deception, which examination fully verified. The
discovery naturally excited an apprehension, that a si-
milar imposition had been practised upon him, with
respect to his former Essay on Egypt and the Nile, and
he had the mortification to find it well grounded. His
first step was to inform his friends of it, either verbally,
or by letters, that he might secure at least the credit of
the first disclosure.

" The forgeries of the pandit, (Captain Wilford ob-
" serves) were of three kinds: in the first, a word or
two only was altered. In the second, were such, le-
gends, as had undergone a more material alteration j
and in the third, all those which he had written from
memory.

" With regard to those of the first dass, when, he
" found that | was resolved to make a collation of the
" manuscript, he began to adulterate and disfigure his
' own manuscript, mine, and the manuscripts of the
" college, by erasing the original name of the country,
" and putting that of Egypt or of Swetam in its place.

" To prevent my detecting those of the second dlass,
which were not numerous, but of the greatest import-
" ance in their nature, (and as books in India are not
bound as in Europe, and every leaf is loose) he took
out one or two leaves, and substituted others with an
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attempt of the Hindus, to impofe upon Sir

William Jones a forged Sanfcrit book on
oaths

The fame fagadty which deected the

' adulterous legend. In books of some antiquity, it is
' not uncommon to se a few new leaves inserted in the
" room of others that were wanting.

" To conceal the more numerous impostions of the
third dass he had the patience to write two volumin-
ous sections supposd to belong, one to the Scanda-
Parana, and the other to the Bramdnda, in which
he connected all the legends together, in the usua
dyle of the Puranas. These two sections, as he wrote
them, conds of no less than 12,000 slocas or lines,
the title of which he borrowed."

The above is an extract from Mr. Wilford's Essay,
and affords a remarkable though not a singular ingance
of industry and ingenuity in literary forgeries. | shall
only add, from the same Essay, the following linesim-
mediately applicable to the passage which has occasoned
my remarks.

" A few ingances of the impostions of my pandit,
will exemplify his mode of proceeding. Thefirstis a
legend of the greatest importance, anil is said to be
extracted from the Padma. It contains the history
of Noah and His three sons, and is written in a mas-
terly style.  But unfortunately there is not a word
of it to be found in that Purana. It is however
mentioned, though in les explicit terms, in many
Puranas, and the pandit took particular care in point-
ing out to me several passages which more or les
confirmed this interesting legend."

lefe—V. . b
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fraud in this inftance, might have difcovered
the forgery of the pundit employed by Mr;
Wilford, if the original document had been
fubmitted to the infpection of Sir William
Jones. In this coyntry the fabrications of
a Chatterton, efcaped for a feafon, the pene-
tration of the learned and acute,

In the Poftfcript to the Memoirs, | have
omitted to mention in its proper place, that
a monument was erefted at Oxford to the
memory of Sir William Jones, by a fgbfcrip*
tion of the gentlemen redding in Bengal,
who had received their education at the uni-r
verfity there and at Cambridge. The in
fcription on the elegant monument executed
by Flaxman, at the expenfe of Lady Jones,
and placed in the anti-chamber to thetllhapel
of Univerfity College, Oxford, is annexed
to the Preface,

It has frequently been remarked, that the
characters of very eminent men cannot be
clofely examined without a confiderable di-
minution of the refpedt, which their general
fame has excited.
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From whatever fource this remark may-
have proceeded, or to whatever degree of
truth it may be entitled, | cannot but ex-
prefs a folicitude, that it may derive no con-
firmation from the work now prefcnted to
the public. Impreffed with admiration, re-
fped, and efteem for the memory of Sir
William Jones, whether | contemplate his
genius, his learning, or his virtues, | wilh
to transfer my own feelings to the minds of
my readers, but whilft | diftruft my own
efforts, | am equally anxious to guard againft
extravagant expectations in them, and any
want of difcernment in myfelf.

TEIGNMOUTH.
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MEMOIRS

or Titk

LIFE, WRITINGS! AND CORRESPONDENCE,

SIR WILLIAM JONES,

T H E origin of the family of Sir wiLLIAM
JONES on the maternal fide, has been traced,
by the induftry of Lewis Morris, a learned
Britifh antiquary, to the ancient Princes and
Chieftains of North Wales. With whatever
delight, howeveir, the Cambrian genealogift
might purftfe the' line of his ariceftry, a bar-
ren catalogue of uncouth names would fur-
ilifh no entertainment to the reader. | fhali
only tranfcribe from the lift a fmgle and
remarkable name in one of the collateral
branches, that of William o Dregaian, who
died in one thoufand five hundred and eighty
Life—V. I B
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one, at the age of one hundred and five
years, with the note annexed to it, that'by
three wives he had thirty-fix children, feven
more by two concubines, and that eighty of
his ifliie, during his life, were living in the
parifh of Tregaian, in Anglefey.

But | infert, without apology for the anti-
cipation, aletter addrefled by Mr. Morris to
the father of Sir William Jones, as an inter-
efting memorial of an ancient cuftom which
is daily falling into difufe, and a pleafing
fpecimen of the mind and talents of the
writer.

To wiLLIAM JONES, Efquire.
SR ; January |, 1748.
It was a cuftom among the Ancient
Britons (and ftill retained in Anglefey) for
the moft knowing among them in the de-
fcent of families, to fehd their iriends of the
fame ftock or family, a dydd calan lonawr a
calenmg, a prefent of their pedigree; which
was in order, | prefume, to keep up a friend-
fliip atnong relations, which thefe people
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preferred furprifmgly, and dp to this day
among the mesfteft of them, to the fixth and
feventh degree.

Some writers take notice that the Gauls
alfo were noted for this affection and regard
for their own people, though ever fo diftantly
related. Thefe things, to be fure, are trifles:
but all other things in the world are trifles
too.

| take men's bodies in the fame fenfe as |
take vegetables.  Young trees propagated bf
feed or grafts, from a good old tree, certainly
owe fome regard to their primitive ftock,
provided trees could ad and think; and as
for my part, the very thought of thofe brave
people, who ftruggled fo long with a fuperior
power for their liberty, infpires me with fuch
an idea of them, that | almoft adore their
memories. Therefore, to keep up that old
laudable cuftom, | herewith fend you a 07-
hnnig of the fame kind as that above men-
tioned ; which | defire you will accept of.

| have reafon to know, it is founded on
good authority; for both my father and mo-

B2
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ther Were related to your mother, and came
from the fame flock mentioned in the in*
clofed; which is the reafon 1 am fo well ac-
quainted with your mother's defcent; and on
the fame account, till further enquiry, an
utter ftranger to your father's family.

As you were young when you left the
country, it cannot be fuppofed that you could
know much of thefe things. | have had too
much time there; | wifth | had not; for |
might have applied it to better ufe than | have.
If this gives you any pleafure, | fhall be glad
of itj if not, commit it to the flames: and
believe meto be, with truth and fincerity, & c.

LEWIS MORRIS.

Leaving the genealogical fplendour of the
family of Sr William Jones to the contempla-
tion of the antiquary, it may be remarked
with pleafure, that its lateft defcendants have
a claim to reputation, founded upon the ho-
nourable and unambiguous teftimony of per-
fonal merit. His father was the ceebrated
philofopher and mathematician who fo emi-
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nently diftinguiflied himfeif in the commence-
ment of the laft century: and a fliort, but
more accurate fketch of his life than has hi-
therto appeared, which | am enabled to give
from the authority of his fon, may be accept-
able to the lovers of fcience.

Mr . William Jones was born in the year
1680, in Anglefey; his parents were yeomen,
or little farmers, on that ifland; and he there
received the beft education which they were
able to afford: but the induftrious exertion
of vigorous intellectual powers, fupplied the
defefts of inadeguate inftruction, and laid the
foundation of his future fame and fortune.
From his earlieft years, M r. Jones difcovered
a propenfity to mathematical ftudies, and,
having cultivated them with afliduity, he be-
gan his career in life, by teaching mathema-
tics on-board a man of war; and in this fitu-
ation he attracted the notice, and obtained
the friendfhip, of Lord Anfon. In his
twenty-fecond year, Mr. Jones publifhed a
Treatife on the Art of Navigation; which was
receved with great approbation* He was
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prefent at the capture of Vigo, in 1702; and,
having joined his comrades in queft of pil-
lage, he eagerly fixed upon a bookfeller's
Jhop as the object of his depredation; but
finding init no literary treafures, which wore
the fole plunder that he coveted, he content-
ed himfelf with a pair of fciflars, which he
frequently exhibited to his friends as a trophy
of his military fuccefs, relating the anecdote
by which he gained it. He returned with
the fleet to England, and immediately after-
wards eftabliflied himfelf as a teacher of ma-
thematics, in London; where, at the age of
twenty-fix, he publifhed his Synopfis palma-
riorum Mathefeosy a decifive proof of his
early and confummate proficiency in his fa-
vourite fcience.

The private character of Mr. Jones was
refpectable, his manners were agreeagble and
inviting; and thefe qualities not only contri-
buted to enlarge the circle of his friends,
whom his eftablifhed reputation for science
had attradled, but alfo to fecure their attach-
ment to him.
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Amongft others who honoured him with
their efteem, | am authorized to mention the
great and virtuous Lord jHUrdwicke. Mr.
Jones attended him as a companion on the
circuit when he was chief juftice; and, this
nobleman, when he afterwards held the great
feal, availed himfelf of the opportunity to
teftify his regard for the merit and character
of his friend, by conferring upon him the
office of fecretary for the peace. He was dfo
introduced to the friendship of Lord Parker
(afterwards prefident of the Royal Society),
which terminated only with his death; and,
amongft other diftinguifhed characters in the
annals of fcience and literature, the names of
Sir Ifaac Newton, Halley, Mead, and Samuel
Johnfgn, may be enumerated as the intimate
friends of Mr. Jones. By Sir Ifaac Newton,
he was treated .with particular regard and
confidence, and prepared, with his affent, the
very elegant edition. of fmall trafts on the
higher mathematics, in a mode which ob-
tained the approbation, 'and increased the
efteem, of the author for him.
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After the retirement of Lord Macclesfield
to Sherborne Caftle, Mr. Jones refided with
his lordfhip as a member of his family, and
inftructed him in the fcences In this fitu-
ation, he had the misfortune to lofe the
greateft part of his property, theaccumulation
of induftry and economy, by the failure of a
banker: but the friendfhip of Lord Maccles-
field diminifhed the weight of the lofs, by
procuring for him a finecure place of confi-
derable emolument. The fame nobleman,
whowas then Teller of the Exchequer, made
him an offer of a more lucrative fituation;
but he declined the acceptance of it, as it
would have impofed on him the obligation of
more official attendance, than was agreeable
to his temper, or compatible with his attach
ment to fcientific purfuits.

In this retreat, he became acquainted with
Mifs Mary Nix, the youngeft daughter of
George Nix, a eabincil-maker in London,
who, although of low extraction, had faifed
himfelf to eminence in his profeffion, and,
from the honeft and pleafant franknefs of
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his converfation, was admitted to thetables
of the great, and to the intimacy of Lord
Macclesidd. The acguaintance of Mr.
Jones with Mifs Nix, terminated in mar-
riage; and, from this union, fprang three
children, the laft of whom, the late Sr
William Jones was born in London, on thtf
eve of the festival of Saint Michael, in the
year 1746; and a few days after his birth
was baptized by the chriftian name of his
father. The firft fon, George, died in his
infancy ; and the fecond child, a daughter,
Mary, who was born in 1736, married Mr.
Raindord, a merchant retired from bufinefs
in opulent drcumftances  This lady perifh-
ed miferably, during the year 1802, in con-
fequence of an acddent from her dothes
catching fire.

Mr, Jones furvived the birth of his fon
William but three years he was attacked
with a diforder, which the fagacty of Dr;
M ead, who attended him with the anxiety of
an affectionate friend, immediately difcover-
ed tp be a paypusin the heart, and wholly



10

incurable This alarming fecret was com-
municated to Mrs. Jones, who, from an af-
fectionate but miftaken motive, could never
beiuduced to difcover it to her hufband; and,
Qy, one occafion, difplayed a remarkable in-
ftance of felf-conamand and addrcfs in the
concealment of it.

;A well-meaning friend, who knew his
dangerous fituation, had written to him a
long letter of condolence, replete with phi-
lofophip axioms on the brevity of life; Mrs*
Jones, who opened the letter, difcovered the
purport of it at a glance, and, being defired
by her hufband to read it, compofed in the
moment another lecture fo clearly and ra-
pidly, that he had no fufpicion of the decep-
tion ; and this the did in a ftyle fo cheerful
and entertaining, that it greatly exhilarated
him. He died foon after, in July 1749,
leaving behind him a great reputation and
moderate property.

The hiftory of men of letters is too often
a melaftcholy detail of human mifery, exhi-
biting the unavailing ftruggles of genius and
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learning againft penury, and life cofumed
in fruitlefs expectation of pattoViage and re-
ward. We contemplate with fatisfa& km the
reverfe of this picture in the hiftory of Mr.
Jones, as we trace him in his progrefe from
obfcurity to diftinction, and in his participa-
tion of the friendship and beneficence of the
firft characters of the times. Nor is it lefs
grateful to remark that the attachment of
his profefled friends did not expire with his
life; after a proper interval, they vifited his
widows and vied in their offers of fervice to
her; amongft others to whom fhe was par-
ticularly obliged, | mention with refpefit,
Mr, Baker, author of a Treatifc on the Im-
proved Microfcope, who afforded her im-
portant affiftance, in arranging the collection
of fhells, foffils, and other curiofities, left by
her deceafed hufband, and in difpofing of
them to the beft advantage. The library of
Mr. Jones, by a bequeft in his will, became
the property of Lord Macclesfield.

The compilers of the Biographical Die*
tionary, in their account of Mr. Jones, have



aflerted, that he had completed a mathe-
matical work of the firft importance, and had
fent the firft fheet of it to the prefs, when
the indifpofition, which terminated in his
death, obliged him to difcontinue the im-
preffion ; that, a few days before his demife,
he entrufted the manufcript, fairly tranfcrib-
ed by an amanuenfis, to the care of Lord
Macclesfield, who promifed to publifh it, as
well for the honour of the author, as for the
benefit of the family, to whom the property
of the work belonged. The Earl furvived
his friend many years; but The Introduction
to the Mathematics (the alleged title of the
work) was forgotten, and, after his death,
the manufcript was not to be found. There
is no evidence in the memoranda left by Sir
William Jones, to confirm or difprove thefe
aflertions.  Such of the mathematical works
of Mr. Jones as have been publifhed, are
much admired for neatnefs, brevity, and
accuracy'

In Hutton's Philosophical Dictionary, we have the
following enumeration of the works of Mr. Jones :—
A New
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The care of the education of William now
devolved upon his mother, who, in many

A New Compendium of the whole Art of Navigation,
small 8vo. 1702.

Synopsis palmariorum Matheseos; or a new Intro-
duction to the Mathematics, containing the principles of
arithmetic and geometry, demonstrated in a short and
easy method; 8vo. 1706.

In the Philosophical Transactions.—

A Compendious Disposition of Equations for exhibit-
ing the Relations of Geometrical Lines.

A Tract of Logarithms.

Account of a Person killed by Lightning in Totten-
ham-court Chapel, and its Effects on the Building.

Properties of Conic Sections, deduced by a compen-
dious method.

He was d0 the editor of some mathematical works of
Sir Issac Newton, under the title of " Analysis, per
guantitatum series, fluxiones, ac differentias. cum enu-
meratione linearum tertii ordinis."

In the library of Trinity-college, Cambridge, some let-
ters from Mr. Jonesto Mr. Cotes, who was at that time
engaged in giving lectures at the college, are preserved.
They do not contain any material information: but
having, with the permission of the college, obtained
copies ofthem, by the polite assisance of Mr. Brown, |
annex them to this note, together with one from Mr.
CotestoM r. Jones.

Letter from Mr. JONES to Mr. COTES.

SIR; London, September 17th, 1.711.
The paper concerning Sir Issac Newton's
method of interpolation! which you have been pleasad to



14

refpects, was eminently -qualified for the talk.
Her character, as delineated by her hufband
with fomewhat of mathematical precifion,
is this: " that fhe was virtuous without

send me, being done 0 very neat, that it will be an in-
jury to the curious in these things to be kept any longer
without it; therefore must desire that you would grant
me leave to publish it hi the Philosophical Transactions.
You may be assured that | do not move this to you
without Sir Isaac's approbation, who | find is no less
willing to have it done. The new edition of the iV /«-
cipia iswhat we wait forwith great impatience, though at
the same time | believe the book will be far more valua-
ble than ifit had been done in a hurry, since | find the
interruptions are necessary, and such a will render it
complete. We have nothing considerable in hand here
at present, only Mr. Demoire's Treatise on Chances,
which makes awhole transaction. Heisveryfond of it,
and we may expect it well done. Mr. Raphson has
printed off four or five sheets of his history of Fluxions,
but being shewed Sir Issac Newton's (who it seems
would rather have them write againgt him, than have a
piece done in that manner in his favour) he got a stop
put toit, for some time at least. Dr. Halley has amost
finished the printing of the Greenwich Observations,
which will be a work of good use, especialy as it is now
freed from the trifles it was loaded with. Sir, | have
one thing which | would trouble you wish further, and
that is, to let me know what lectures, or other papers of
Sir Isaac Newton's, remain in your University unpub-
lished. Thismay be done at your leisure. It would be
agreat satisfaction to me, if I could be any way service-
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" btemifh, generous without extravagance,
" frugal but not niggard, cheerAfl but-hot

able to you here at London; and should readily embrace
any opportunity to goprove and express mysdfj what |
am exceedingly obliged to be,
Y our most affectionate friend,
Andfaithful servant,
WILLIAM JONES.

From the samE to the saMmE.

S IR, London, Oct. 25,1711.

The favour of your account of Sir Issec's

papers left a Cambridge, | return you my hearty thanks
for 5 and, as you have some further considerations about
the Doctrine of Differences, | am assured that they can-
not but be valuable; and if a few ingances of the applica
tion were given, perhaps it would not be amiss. Having
tarried some time for a convenient opportunity™ | was
obliged to send you at last Moreton's book by the carrier,
though it will only stiSfy you that Dr. Gregory had but
a very dender notion of the design, extent, and use of
lib. 3d of the Principia. | hope it will not be long .before
you find leisure to send me what you have further dope
on this curious subject. No excue must be wade
againg the publishing of them, since with regpeot to
reputation, | dare sy it will be no way to your disadvan-
tage. | have nothing of news to send you, only the
Germans and French have in a violent manner attacked
the philosophy of Sir Issec Newton, and ssam resolved
to stand by DesCartes. Mr. Keil, as a person concerned,
hes undertaken to defend and answer some things, as
Dr. Friend and Dr. Mead do in their way, therest. |
would have sent you the whole controversy, wes | not
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" giddy, clofe but not falen, ingenious but
" not conceited, of fpirit but not paffionate,

sure that yoti know those only are mogt cgpable of ob-
jecting agang his writings, that leest understand them.
However,'in alittle time, you will see some of them in
the Philosophica Transactions.
| am, Sir,
Very much your friend and servart,
WILLIAM JONES,

Answer to the foregoing, by Mr. COTE.S

DEAR SR,

| have deceived Mpreton's book. | thank
you for the favour you did me in sending it, | have
looked over what relaes to hisway of interpolation; but
1 find no cause from thence to make any ateration.
The controversy concerning Sir Isaec's philosophy is a
piece of news that | had not heard of. | think that phi-
losophy needs no defence, especidly when attacked by
Catedans. One Mr. Green, a fellow of Clare-Hall,
sEMs to have nearly the same design with those German
and French objectants, whom you mention. His book is
now in our press, and dmog finished | am told; he will
add an Appendix, in which he undertakes a0 to square
the circle. | need not recommend his performance any
further to you.

| am, Sir, your obliged friend,

And humble servant,
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" of her company cautious, in her friendship
" trufty, to her parents dutiful, and to .her

From Mr. JONES to Mr. COTES.

DEAR. SIR, London, Jan. 11, 1711-12.

| have sent you here enclosed the

copy of a letter, that | found among M r. Collins's papers,
from Sir Isaac Newton to one Mr. Smith. The contents
thereof seem in a great measure to have relation to what
you are about, as being the application of the Doctrine
of Differences to the making of tables ; and for that
reason | thought it might be of use toyou, so far as to

see what has been done already. | shewed this to Sir
Isaac: he remembers that he applied it to all sorts of
tables. | have more papers of Mr. Mercator's, and

others, upon this subject; though | think none so mate-
rial to your purpose as this. | should be very glad to see
what you have done upon this subject all published 5 and
| must confess, that unless you design a large volume, it
were much better to put them into the Philosophical
Transactions, for that would sufficiently preservethem from
being lost, which isthe common fate of small single tracts,
and at the same time, to save the trouble and expense of
printing them, since the subject is too curious to expect
any profit fromit; and besides now, as the Royal Society
having done themselves the honour of choosing you a
member, something from you cannot but be acceptable
to them. Sir Isaac himself expects these things of youi
that | formerly mentioned to him as your promise.
I am, Sir, your much obliged friend,
and humble servant,
WILUAM JONES.

Lifc—y. 1. C
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" hufband ever faithful, loving, and obedi-
" eut.” She had by nature a ftrong under-

From Mr. JONES to Mr.COTES.

SIR5 London, Feb. 6th, 1712-13.

The Royal Society having ordered one

of their books for you, and another for M r. Saunderson,
aso one for Trinity-College library, and one for the
University library ; | would not lose the opportunity of
paying you my regpects by sending them. | need not
tell you the occason and design of that collection.  You
will s readily, that it affords such light concerning what
it relates to, as could not easily have been discovered any
other way; it also shews, that your great predecessor,
whose illugtrious example | don't doubt but you follow,
never employed his time about thingsordinary. | have
no mathematical intelligence to send you. Mr. Keil
thinks he has discovered a very easy and practical solu-
tion of the Keplerean problem. 1f Moreton's book is of
no use to you, please to snd it to mq, though | fear it
will yield me but small asdgance having occason for
variety of modern solgtitial meridian altitudes of the Sun,
such as may be depended upon. Helvetius, Flamstead,
and the French observations, seem defective. | should
be glad to be informed where | can be supplied best. |
am extremely pleased to find that Sir Isaac's book is o
near being finished; and it isnot less agreeable to me to
hear, that your own book isin such forwardness. You
are much in the right of it to print your lectures and
other papers, in a book by itsef: it isbetter than to have
them lie up and down among other things. What |
formerly proposed as to the putting of things in the
Philosophical Transactions, is only fit for a shegt or two,
but not exceeding that. | very much long to se those
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(landing, which was improved by his con*
variation~and inftruftion. Under his tuition

valuable pieces, and hope you will let me know in what
time | may expect them.—Do me thejustice to believe,
that | am, with all sincerity,
Y our mos humble servant,
WILLIAM JONES.

From the SAME to the SAME.

SIR, London, April 29th, 1713.
Ever snce | received your very kind
letter, and. Moreton's book, | waited for an opportunity
of sending you some old manuscripts | had by me, and
at lag am obliged to venture them by the carrier. They
relate, in some measure, to the method of Differences:
the folio one, | find, was written by one Nath. Torperly,
a Shropshire man, who, when young, was amanuenss to
Vieta, but afterwards writ againg him. He was cotem-
porary with Briggs. The book, | think, can be of no
other use to you than in what réeates to the history of
that method, and in having the satisfaction of seeing
what has been formerly done on that subject. | am
mightily pleased to see the end of the Principia, and re-
turn you many thanks for the ingructive index, that you
have taken the pains to add, and hope it will not be long
before we shall s the beginning of that noble book. |
shall be in some pain till | hear that you have received
my old manuscript, it being a favourite purely on account
of some extravagancies in it; but | shall think it ssfe m
your hands.
| am, Sir,
You affectionate friend, and humble servant,
WILLIAM JONES

Cc2
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the became a confiderable proficient in Al -
gebra, and with aview to qualify herfelf for
the office of preceptor to her fitter's fon, who
was deftined to a maritime profeffion, made
herfelf perfect in Trigonometry, and the
Theory of Navigation. Mrs. Jones, after

From the SAME to the SAME.

DEAR SIR, London, July 11th, 1713.
It is impossble to represent to you,
with what pleasure | received your inestimable present
of the Principia, and am much concerned to find mysdlf
so deeply charged with obligations to you, and such |
fear as all my future endeavours will never be abletore-
quite. Thisedition is indeed exceedingly beautiful, and
interspersed with great variety of admirable discoveries
so very natural to its great author; but it ismore sofrom
the additional advantage of your excedllent preface, which
| wish much to get published in some of the foreign
journals, and snce a better account of this book cannot
be given, | auppose it will not be difficult to get it done.
How, this great task being done, | hope you will think
of publishing your'papers, and not let such valuable
piecss lie by. As to what you mentioned in your lat,
concerning my old manuscripts, though for my part |
know of nothingworth your notice publicly in them, but,
If you do find any, the end of my sending them is the
better answered *, and you know that you may do asyo®
pleass,
| am, Sir,
Your mogt obedient servant,
WILLIAM JONES.
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the death of her hufband, was urgently and
repeatedly folicited, by the Countefs of M ac-
clesfield, to remain at Sherborne Caftle; but
having formed a plan for the education of
her fon, with an unalterable determination
to purfue it, and being apprehenfive that her
refidence at Sherborne might interfere with
the execution of it, fhe declined accepting
the friendly invitation of the Countefs, who
never ceafed to retain the moil affectionate
regard for her.

In the plan adopted by Mrs. Jones for the
inftruction of her fon, fhe propofed to reedt
the feverity of difcipline, and to lead his
mind infenfibly to knowledge and exertion,
by exciting his curiofity, and directing it to
ufeful objects. To his inceflant importuni-
ties for information on cafual topics of con-
vention, which fhe watchfully ftimulated,
fhe conftantly replied, ready and you will
know; a maxim, to the obfervance of which
he always acknowledged himfelf indebted
for his future attainments. By this method,
his defire to learn became as eager as her
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with to teach; and fuch was her talent of
inftruction, and his facility of retaining it,
that in his fourth year he was able to read,
diftinctly and rapidly, any Englifh book. She
particularly attended at the fame time to the
cultivation of his memory, by making him
learn and repeat fome of the popular fpeeches
in Shakefpeare, and the beft of Gay's Fables.

If, from the fubfequent eminence of Sir
Wi illiam Jones, any general conclufion fhould
be eagerly drawn in favour of early tuition,
we muft not forget to advert to the uncom*
mon talents both of the pupil and the
teacher.

In common cafes, premature inftruction
has often been found to retard, rather than
accelerate, the progrefs of the intellectual
faculties; and the fuccefs of it fo much de-
pends upon the judgment of the tutor, and
the capacity of the fcholar, upon the fkill
of the one, as well as upon the diipofition
and powers of the other, that it'is impoffible
to prefcribe a general rule, when inftruction
aught to begin, or a general mode, by which
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it fhould be conveyed ; the determination in
both cafes muft be left to the difcretion of
parents, who ought to be the moft compe
tent to decide.

In this year of his life, Jones providen-
tially e€fcaped from two accidents one of
which had nearly proved fatal to his fight,
the other to his life. Being left aone in a
room, in attempting to fcrape fome foot from
the chimney, he fell into the fire, and his
dothes were inftantly in flames his cries
brought the fervants to his affiftance, and he
was preferved with fome difficulty; but his
face, neck, and arms were much burnt.
A fhort time afterwards, when his attendants
wer e putting on his dothes, which were im-
prudently fattened with hooks, he ftruggled,
gther in play, or in fome childifh pet, and
a hook was fixed in his right eye. By due
care, unde the directions of Dr. Mead,
whofe friendfhip with his family continued
unabated after his father's death, the wound
was healed; but the eye was fo much weak-
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ened, that the fight of it ever remained ins-
perfed,

His propenfity to reading, which had be-
gun to difplay itfelf, was for a time checked
by thefe accidents, but the habit was ac-
quired, and after his recovery he indulged it
without reftraint, by perufing eagerly any
books that came in his way, and with an at-
tention proportioned to his ability to com-
prehend them. In his fifth year, as he was
one morning turning over the leaves of a
Bible in his mother's clofet, his attention
was forcibly arretted by the fublime defcrip-
tion of the angd in the tenth chapter of the
Apocaypfe, and the imprdfion which his
imagination received from it was never -
faced. At a period of mature judgment, he
confidered the paflage as equal in fublimity
to any in the infpired writers, and far fupe-
rior to any that could be produced from
mere human compositions; and he was fond
of retracing and mentioning the rapture
which he felt, when hefirft read it. In his
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fixth year, by the affiftance of a friend, he
was initiated in the rudiments of the Latin
grammar, and he committed fome paflages
of it to memory; but the dull eements of a
new language having nothing to captivate
his childifh attention, he made little progr efi
in it; nor was he encouraged to perfeverance
by his mother, who, intending him for apub-
lic education, was unwilling to perplex his
mind with the ftudy of a dead language, be-
fore he had acquired a competent knowledge
of his native tongue,

At Michaelmas 1753, in the clofe of his
feventh year, he was placed at Harrow School,
of which the worthy and amiable Dr. Thack-
eray was then head mafter. The amufe-
ments and occupations of a fchool-boy are of
little importance to the public; yet it cannot
be uninterefting, or uninftru6Hve, to trace
the progrefs of a youth of genius and abilities,
from his earlieft efforts to that proficiency in
univerfal literature which he afterwards at-
tained. During the two firft years of his refi-
dence at Harrow, he was rather rergarked



26

for diligence and application, than for the fa*
periority of his talents, or the extent of his
acquifitions; and his attention was almoft
equally divided between his books and a lit-
tle garden, the cultivation and embellifhment
of which occupied all his leifure hours. His
faculties however neceffarily gained ftrength
by exercife; and during his fchool vacations,
the fedulity of a fond parent was without in-
termiffion exerted to improve his knowledge
of his own language. She alfo taught him
the rudiments of drawing, in which fhe ex-
telled.

In his ninth year, he had the misfortune
to break his thigh-bone in a fcramble with
his fchool-fellows, and this accident detained
him from fchool twelve months. After his
relief from pain, however, the period of hi*
confinement was not fuffered to pafs in in-
dolence; his mother was his conftant com-
panion, and amufed him daily with the pe-
rufal of fuch Englifh books, as fhe deemed
adapted to his tafte and capacity. Theju-
venile poems-of Pope, and Dryden's Tranf-



27

lation of the Aneid, afforded him inceflant
delight, and excited his poetical talents, which
difplayed themfelves in the compofitioa of
verfes in imitation of his favourite authors.
But his progrefs in claffical learning, during
this interval, was altogether fufpended; for
although he might have availed himfelf of
the proffered inftruction of a friend, in whofe
houfe he refided, to acquire the rudiments of
Latin, he was then fo unable to comprehend
its utility, and had fo little relifh for it, that
he was left unreftrained to purfue his juve-
nile occupations and amufements, and the
little which he had gained in his two firft
years, was nearly loft in the third.

On his return to fchool, he was however
placed in the fame dafs which he would have
attained, if the progrefs of his ftudies had
not been interrupted. He was of courfe far
behind hisfellow-labourers of the fame ftand~
iag, who erroneoufly afcribed his infuffici-
ency to lazincfs or dulnefs, while the mafter
who had railed him to a fituation above his
powers, required exertions of which he was
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incapable, and corporal punilhment and de-
gradation wer e applied, for the non-perforrrt-
ance of talks, which he had never been in.-
ftructed to furnifh. But in truth he far ex-
celed his fchool-fellows in general, both in
diligence and quicknefs of apprehenfion; nor
was he of a temper to fubmit to imputations,
which he knew to be unmerited. Punifh-
ment failed to produce the intended effedt;
but his emulation was roufed. He devoted
himfelf inceffantly to the perufal of various
elementary treatifes, which had never been ex-
plained nor even recommended to him; and
having thus acquired principles, he applied
them with fuch Ikill and fuccefs that in a
few months he not only recovered the ftation
from which he had been degraded, but was
at the head of his clafs his compaofitions
were correct, his analyfis accurate, and he
uniformly gained every prize offered for the
beft exercife.  He voluntarily extended his
ftudies beyond the prefcribed limits, and, by
folitary labour, having acquired a competent
knowledge of the rules of profody, he com
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pofed verfes in imitation of Ovid; a tafk,
which had never been required from any df
the ftudentsin thelower fchool at Harrow.

The behaviour of the mafter to Jones,
made an impreffion on his mind, which he
ever remembered with abhorrence- Little
doubt can be entertained, that he might have
been ftimulated to egual exertions, if encou-
ragement had been fubftituted for feverity,
and inftruction for difgrace- The accumu-
lation of punifhment for his inability to foar,
before he had been taught to fly, (I ufe his
own cxpreflion) might have rendered thefeel -
ings calous.; and a fenfe of the injuftice at-
tending the infliction of it, was calculated to
deftroy the refpedt due to magifterial au-
thority, and its influence over the fcholan'
It is a material and perhaps unavoidable de-
feat in the fyftem of education at public
fchools, that the neceffity of regulating in-
ftruction by general rules, muft often pre-
clude that attention to the tempers and capa-
cities of individuals, by which their attain-
ments might be effentially promoted.
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In his twelth year, Jones was moved into
the upper fchool. Of the retentive powers of
his memory at this period, the following
anecdote is a remarkable inftance. His
fchool-fellows propofed to amufe themfelves
with the repreffentation of a play; and at his
recommendation they fixed upon the Tem-
peft: as it was not readily to be procured, he
wrote it for them fo correctly from memory,
that they afted it with great fatisfaction to
themfelves, and with confiderable entertain-
ment to the fpectators. He performed the
character of Profpero.

His diligence increafed with his advance-
ment in the fchool: he now entered upon the
ftudy of the Greek tongue, the charadkers of
which he had aready learned for his amufe-
ment. His genius and affiduity were afo dis-
played in various compofitions, not required
by the difcipline of the fchool. He tranflated
into Englifh verfe feveral of the epiftles of
Ovid, all the paftorais of Virgil, and compos-
ed a dramatic piece on the ftory of Meleager,
which he denominated a tragedy; and it was
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acted during the vacation, by fome of his
fchool-fellows with whom he was moft in-

timate. In his own play, he performed the
part of the hero.

A copy of this little compofition, inaccu-
rately tranfcribed by a relation, has been
preferved; and to gratify that curiofity which
the mention of it may have excited, | felect
from it the following lines:

ATALANTA (speaks).
Still Discord raves, Bellona fiercely storms,
Mars calls, and Caedonians exclaim.
Althaea, fraught with ire, forgets her son,
And meditates fierce vengeance in her heart.
At Dian's sacred shrine a. billet lies,
On which depends the life of Meleager.
This, stern Althaea spied,—then fury fir'd
Her furious mind,—she knew the fate's decree :
Thrice did she rave, and thrice repressed her hand;
At length she threw the billet on the fire,
Which gently.gather'd round its impious prey;
And now in absent flames the hero burns.
Wildly be stares; his glaring eye-balls sink
Beneath their sockets, and omit their light.
His shiver'4 hair hangs dangling o'er his face;
He rends his silken vest, and wrings his hands,
And groans, posssssed with agonizing pain.

Thefe juvenile efforts contributed to efta-
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blifh the influence and reputation of Jones in
the fchool; and the fuccefs with which his
ftudies had latterly been purfued, left him no
reafon to regret the difadvantages under
which he had at firft laboured. His im-
provement in the knowledge of profody was
truly extraordinary; he foon acquired a pro-
ficiency in all the varieties of Roman metre,
fo that he was able to fcan the trochaic and
iambic verfes of Terence, before his compa-
nions evep fufpected that they were any thing
but mere profe. He alfo learned to tafte the
elegance of that writer, and was frequently.
heard to repeat with particular fatisfa&ion the
rule in the Andria:

Facile omnes perferre et pati,
Nunguam pragponens e aliis.

Such was the extent of his attainments, and
fuch his facility of compofition, that for two,
years he wrote the exercifes of many boys in
the two fuperior claffes, who often obtained
credit for performances to which they had no
title, whilft the ftudents in the fame clafs
with himfelf were happy to become his pu-
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pita During the holidays, hisftudieswere
varied, but not relaxed; in these intervals, he
learned the rudiments of French and arith-
metic, and was particularly gratified with an
invitation to attend the meetings of learned
and ingenious men, at the houfe of that
amiable philofopher, Mr, Baker, and his
friend, Mr. Pond. Asanintrodu&ion to the
knowledge of the fubjects difcuffed in this
literary fociety, by the particular recommend-
ation of his mother, he read the Soediacle de
la Nature: he acknowledged, however, that
he was more entertained with the Arabian
Tales, and Shakefpeare, whofe poems and
plays he repeatedly perufed with increafed
delight.

In the ufual recreations of his fchool-fel-
lows at Harrow, Jones was rarely a partaker;
and the hours which they allotted to amufe-
ment, he generally devoted to improvement.
The following anecdote ftrongly indicates the
turn of his mind, and the impreflion made

by his ftudies. He invented a political play,
Life—V. 1. D
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in which Dr. William Bennfct*, Bifhop of
Cloyne, and the celebrated Dr. Parr, were his
principal aflbciates. They divided the fields
in the neighbourhood of Harrow, according
to a map of Greece, into ftates and king-
doms; each fixed upon one' as his dominion,
and aflumed an ancient name. Sortie of their
fchool-fellows confented to be ftyled barbari-
ans, who were to invade their territories and

* The Bishop of Cloyne, in aletter to the Dean of St.
Asaph, dated November 1795, mentions Sir William
Jones in terms of respect and affection:—" | knew him
" (hewrites) from the early age of eight or nine, and he
" was dways an uncommon boy.  Great abilities, great
" particularity of thinking, fondness for writing verses
" and plays of various kinds, and a degree of integrity
" and manly courage, of which | remember many in-
" dances, distinguished him even at that period. |
" loved him and revered him, and, though one or two
" years older than he was, was aways instructed by him
" from my earliest age.

"In a word, | can only say of this amiable and won-
derful man, that he had more virtues, and less faults,
" than | ever yet saw in any human being j and that the
goodness of his head, admirable as it was, was ex-
" ceeded by that of his heart. | have never ceased to
" admire him from the moment | first saw him ; and my
" egteem for his great qualities, and regret for his loss,
" will only end with my life"
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attifck their hillocks, which were denominat

ed fortteffes. The chiefs vigoroufly defended
their refpective domains againft the incurfiona
of the enemy; and in thefe imitative wars,
the young ftatefmen held councils, made
vehement harangues, and compofed memo*
rials, all doubtlefs very boyifh, but calculated
to fill their mindswith ideas of legiflation and
civil government- In thefe unufua! amufe*
metits, Jones was ever the leader; and he
might juftly have appropriated to hirtifelf thfc
words of Catullus;

Ego gymnasii flos, ego decus ol ei.

Dr. Thackeray retired from the fuperin-
tendance of the fchool at Harrow, when his
pupil had attained hisfifteenth year. It was
a Angular trait in the character of this good
mah and refpectable tutor, that he never ap-
plauded the beft compofitions of his fcholars,
from a notion which he had adopted, that
praife only tended to make them vain or idle.
But the dpinion which he gave of Jones in
private was, that he was a boy of fo active a
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mind, that if he Were left naked and friend-
left oil Saliftmry Plain, he would neverthelefs
find the road to fame and riches.

Dr. Thackeray was fucceeded by Dr. Sum-,
ncrj and for his information of the courfe of
ftudy purfued at Harrow, aplan of the lec-
tures and exercifes in the upper fchoolwas
accurately delineated by Jones, at the fug-
geflion of the principal afliflant, who pre-
fented it to the new mafter, with many en-
comiums on the talents of his favourite fcho-
lar. He annexed to it a collection of his
compofitions, including his tranflation of the
paftorals of Virgil. Dr. Sumner quickly dif-
tinguifhed him; and of the two complete
years which he paffed under that excellent
inftruAor, itis fufficient to fay, that he em-
ployed them in reading and imitating the
beft ancient authors; nor did he confine him-
felf merely to the compofitions of Greece and
Rome; he learned the Arabic chara&ers, and
ftudied the Hebrew language fufficiently to
enable him to read fome of the Pfams in the
original. His ardour for knowledge was fo
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Unlimited, that he frequently devoted whole
nights to ftudy, taking coffee or tea as an an-
tidote to drowfinefs; and his improvement
by thefe extraordinary exertions was fo rapid,
that he foon became the prime favourite of
his mafter, who with an excufable partiality
was heard to declare, that Jones knew more
Greek than himfelf, and was a greater pro-
ficient in the idiom of that language. Nor
was he lefs a favourite with his fellow-flu-
dents than with his mafter. He acquired
popularity with them, by the frequent holi-
days that rewarded the excellence of his com-
pofitions. His reputation at the fame time
was fo extenfive, that he was ofteri flattered
by the enquiries of Grangers, under the title
of the Great Scholar.

Of hisjuvenile compofitions in profe and
verfe, the early fruits of rare taents and un-
bounded induftry, fome have been printed in
the fragment of a work which he began at
fchool and entitled Limon*, inimitation of
Cicero. During the laft months of his refi*

* Works of Sir William Jones, vol, vi. p. 285.



38

dence at Harrow, Dr. Sumner not only dif
pcnfed with his attendance at fchool, hut was
obliged to interdict his application, in con—
fequence of a weaknefs of fight contracted by
it. His compofitions were not however dis
continued; and he obtained the affiftance of
the youger ftudents to write them from his
dictation. He employed the intervals of
fufpended duty, which he was reu6lantly
compelled to admit, in learning chefs by
pra&ifing the games of Philidor.

During the vacations, his application was
directed to improve his knowledge of French
and arithmetic, to which he alfo added the
ftudy of the Italian. Books he had always at
command; for his mother, who contem-
plated with delight the progrefs of her fcn,
with a wife liberality allowed him unlimited
credit on her purfe. But of this indulgence,
as he knew that her finances were reftri$ed,
he availed hirafelf no further than to pur
chafe fuch books as were eflential to hisim
provement.

| fhall here tranfcribe, without alteration or
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omiffiaa, a letter which the young ftudent,
at the age of fourteen, wrote to his fifber, to
eonfole her for the death of a friend.

DEAR SISTER,

When | received your letter, | was
very concerned to hear the death of your
friend Mr. Reynolds, which | confider as a
piece of affliction common to us both, For
although my knowledge of his name or cha
rafter is of no long date, and though | never
had any perfonal acquaintance with him, yet
(as you obferve) we ought to regret the lofs
pf every honourable man; and if | had the
pleafure of your convention, | would cer-
tainly give you any confolatory:advice that
lay in my power, and make it my bufmefs to
convince you what a real fhare | take in your
chagrin. And yet to reafon philofophically,
| cannot help thinking any grief upon a per-
forms death very fuperfluous, and inconfiftent
with fenfe; for what is the caufe df our for-
row ? Isit becaufe we hate the perfofideceafcd?
that were to imply ftrangg contradiction, to
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exprefs our joy by the common figns of for-
row. If, on the other hand, we grieve for
one who was dear to us, | fhould reply that
we fhould, on the contrary, rejoice at his
having left aflate fo perilous and uncertain as
life is. The common ftrain is; " 'Tis pity fo
virtuous a man fhould die:"—but | affert the
contrary; and when | hear the death of a
perfon of merit, | cannot help reflecting, how
happy he muft be who now takes the reward
of his excellencies, without the poffibility of
falling away from them and lofing the virtue
which he profefled, on whofe character death
has fixed a kind of feal, and placed him out
of the reach of vice and infamy! for death
only clofesa man's reputation, and determines
it as either good or bad. On the contrary,
in life nothing is certain; whilft any one is
liable to alteration, we may poflibly be forced
to retrad our efteem for him, and fome tin“e
or other he may appear to us, as under a dif-

4

ferent light than what he does at prefent; for
the life of no man can be pronounced either
happy or miferable, virtuous or abandoned,
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before the cofciclufion of it. It was upon this
reflexion, that Solon, being; afked by Croefus,
a monarch of immenfe riches, who was the
happieft man? anfwered, After yout death |
fhall be able to determine.  Befides, though a
man fhould purfue a con ft ant and determin-
ate rourfe of virtue, though he were to keep
a regular fymmetry and uniformity in his
actions, and preferve the beauty of his repu-
tation to the laft, yet (while he lives) his very
virtue may incur fome evil imputation, and
provoke athoufand murmurs of detra&ion;
for, believe me, my dear filter, there isno in-
ftance of any virtue, or focial excellence,
which has not excited the envy of innumer-
able afTaldnts, whofe acrimony is raifed
barely by feeing others pleafed, and by hear-
ing commendation which another enjoys.
It is not eafy in this life for any man to
efcape cenfure; and infamy requires very little
labour to affift its circulation. But thereis a
kind of fanction in the characters of the dead,
which gives due force and reward to their
merits, and defends them from the faggef
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tions of calumny. But to return to the point;
what reafcto is there to difturb yourlelf on
this melancholy occafion ? do but reflect that
thoufands die every moment of time, that
even while we fpeak, fome unhappy wretch
or other is either pining with hunger, or
pinched with poverty, fometimes givipg up
his life to the point of the fword, torn with
convulfive agonies, and undergoing many
miferieswhich it were fuperfluous to mention.
We fhould therefore compare our afflictions
with thofe who are morenriferable, and not
with thofe who are more happy. | am
afliamed to add more, left | fhould feem to
miftruft your prudence; but next week, when
| understand your mind is more compofed, |
fhall write you word how all things go here.
| defigned to write you this letter in French,
but 1 thought | could exprefs my thoughts
with more energy, in my own language.

| come now, after along interval, to men-
tion fome more private circumftances. Pray
give my duty to my Mamma, and thank her
for my fhirts. Theyfit,in my opinion, very
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well; though Biddy faysthey are todlittleih
theams. You may expect a letter from itfe
evepyday in the week till | come homej for
Mrs. Bifooe hes defied it, aiid has given me
feme franks. When you fee her, you may
tell her that her little hoy fends his duty to
her, and Mr, Rifcoe his love to hisfilter, and
defires to be remembered to Mifs Cleeve: he
dfo fends his compliments to my Mamma
and you. Upon my word | never thought
our bleak air would have fo good an &Fed
upon him. His complexion is now ruddy,
whkh before was fallow and pae, and he is
indeed much grown: but | now fpesk of tri-
Hes, | mean in comparifon of his learning;
and indeed he takes that with wonderful
acutenefg befides, his exceffive high fpirits
incrgjfe mine, and give me comfort, fince,
after Pamelas departure, he is amoft the only
company | keep. As for news; the only
article | know is, that Mrs, Par is dead and
buried. Mr. and Mrs. Sumner are well:
the latter thanks you for bringing the tetter
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from your old acquaintance, and the former
has matfe, me an eegant prefent. | am now
very much taken up with ftudy; am to fpesk
Antony's fpeech in Shakefpeare's Julius Cedfar
(which play | will read to you when | come
to town), and am this week to make a de-
clamation. | add no more than the fincerc
well-wifhes of your faithful friend,
And affectionate brother,
WILLIAM JONES.

If I am not deceved by my partiality for
the memory of Sir William Jones, this letter
will be perufed with intereft by the public.
The topics felected for the confolation of his
lifter, are not indeed of the moft novel na
ture, nor the belt adgpted to afford it; and
we may fmile at the gravity of the young
jnoralift, contrafted with the familiarity of the
circumftances detailed in the latter part of the
epiftle, which I found no difpofitiori to reject:
but the letter as it ftands, will furnUh no
contemptible proof of his tdents and frdifa-
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nal dffection, and may ferve as a ftandard of
companion to parents, for eftimatkig the abi-
lities of their own children.

* The period of tuition under Dr. Sumner
pafled rapidly, to the mutual fatisfaction of
the matter and fcholar, until Jones had reach-
ed his feventeenth year; when it was deter-
mined to remove him to one of the Univer-
fities. This determination was not adopted
without much hefitation; for it had been
ftrongly recommended to his mother, by
Sergeant Prime, and othelr Lawyers, to place
him, at the age of fixteen, in the office of
ibme eminent fpecia pleader: and they fup-
ported their recommendation by an obferva-
tipn, equally flattering to him and tempting
to his mother, that his talents, united with
fuch indefatigable induftry, muft enfure the
moft brilliant fuccefs, and confequently the
acquifition of wealth and reputation. Itisa
fingular proof of his curiofity to explore un--
ufual tracks of learning, 'that, at this carjy
age, he had perufed the Abridgement of
Coke's Inftitutes, by Ireland, with fo much
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Attention, that he frequently amufed the legal
friends of his mother, by reafoning with
them on old cafes, which were fuppofed to
be confined to the learned in the profeffion.
The law, however, at that time, had little
attraction for him ; and he felt no inclina-
tion to renounce his Demofthenes and Cicerd
for the pleadings in Weftminfter-Hall. Hifc
cfifguft to the ftudy of the law had alfo been
particularly excited, by the perufal of fome
old and inaccurate abridgement of law-eafes
in barbarous Latin. This difmclination ort
his part, the folicitude of Dr. Sumner, that
he flxould devote fome years to the comple-
tion of his ftudies at the Univerfity, and thg
objections of his mother, founded on reafons
of economy, to a profeffion which could
not be purfued without confiderable expenfe,
fixed her decifion againft the advice of her
legal friends. The choice of an Univerfity
was afo the occafion of fome difcuflion.
Cambridge was recommended by Dr. Sum-
ner, who had received his education there:
but Dr. Glaffe, who had private pupils at
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Harrow, and had always diftinguifhed Jon€s
by the kindeft attention, recommended Ox-
ford. His choice was adopted by Mrs. Jones,
who, in compliance with the'wifhes of her
fon, had determined to refide at the UniveiS
fity with him, and greatly preferred the fitua-
tion of Oxford.

In the Spring of 1764, he went to the
Univerfity for the purpofe of being matricu-
lated and entered at College*: but he re-
turned to Harrow for a few months, that he
might finifh a courfe of lectures, which he
hadjuft begun, and in which he had been
highly interefted by the learning, eloquence,
tafte, and fagacity of his excellent inftru&or.
They feparated foon after with mutual regret,
and in the following term he fixed himfelf
at Oxford.

The name of Jones was long remembered
at Jarrow, with the refped: due to his fupe

* The following is the form of his admission into
University College, copied from his own writing:—Ego
Guiieknus Jones, filius unicus Gulielmi Jones, Armigeri,
de civitate Lond. lubens subscribo sub tutamine Magistri
Bfctts, et Magistl!! Coulson, annos natus septendecim.
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rior talents and unrivalled eriiditioft] arid he
was frequently quoted by Dr. Sumner, as the
ornament of his fchool, and as an example for
imitation. He had not only diftinguifhed
himfelf by the extent of his claflical attain-
ments, and his poetical compofitions, but by
the eloquence of his declamations, and thel
mafterly manner in which they were deliver-
ed. In the varied talents which conftitute an
orator, Dr. Sumner himfelf excelled ; and his
pupil had equally benefited by his example
and inftrudtion. In the behaviour of Jones
towards hisfchool-fcllows, he never exhibited
that tyranny, which in the larger feminaries
of learning is fometimes pra6lifed by the
feimior, over the younger ftudents. His dif-
pofition equally revolted at the exercife or
fufferance of oppreflion; and he early exhi-
bited a mind, ftrongly imprefled with thofe
moral diftin&ions which he ever retained.
Of the friendships which he contracted at
fchool, many were afterwards cultivated.with
reciprocal affection; and among the friends
of his early years, fome ftill fuiaave, who re-
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member his virtues with delight, and deplore
his lofs.

His friend Parnell, whofe departure from
fchool he laments in the letter to his filler,
was the late Sir John Parnell, who held the
office of Chancellor of the Exchequer, in
Ireland. His teftimony of the merits, ca-
pacity, and proficiency of his friend and fel-
low-ftudent, at Harrow, extracted from a
memorandum, which he gave to Lady Jones,
will confirm my own account of him:—
P The early period of life is not ufually
marked by extraordinary anecdote: but
fmali circumftances become interefting',
when we can trace in them the firft prin-
ciples of virtue, and the firft fymptoms of
thofe talents which afterwards fo eminently
diftinguifhed the character of Sir William
Jones. He gave very early proofs of his
poffeffing very extraordinary abilities. His
induftry was very great, and his love of |i-
terature was the reiult of difpofition, and
not of fubmiffion to control. He excelled
principally in his knowledge of the Greek
language, His compdfitions were dif-
Life—V. L. F



" tinguifhed by his precife application of
" every word, agreeably to the molt ftriCt
claffical authority. He imitated the cho-
" rufes of Sophocles fo fuccefsfully, that his
" writings feemed to be original Greek com-
" pofitions; and he was attentive even in
writing the Greek characters with, great
" correCtnefs.  His time being employed in
" ftudy, prevented hisjoining in thofe plays
" and amufements which occupied the time
" of his other fchoolfellows: but it induced
" no other Angularity in his manners; they
" weremild, conciliating, and cheerful. When
* | firft knew hifn, about the year 1761, he
" amufed himfelf with the ftudy of botany,
"and in collecting foflils. In general, the
" fame purfuits which gave employment to
" his mature underftanding, were the firft
" objeCts of his youthful attention. The
" fame difpofition formed the moft diftin-
" guifhed features at an early, and at a late
" period of his life. A decifion of mind,
" and a ftrict attachment to virtue, an en-
" thufiaftic love of liberty, an uniform fpirit
" of philanthropy, were the characteriftics of
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" his youth, and of his manhood: he did no
" aft, he ufed no expreffion, which did not
" juftify thefe aflertions.”

A collection of Englifh poems, compofed
by Mr. Jones, at Harrow, was prefented by
him to his friend Parnell, in 1763. The
firft and longeft of the collection, containing
more than three hundred and thirty lines, is
entitled Prolufions,. and is a critique on the
various ftyles of paftoral writers. This was
written by Mr. Jones, at the age of fifteen,
and is the original of the poem, which he
afterwards publiflied under the title of Ar-
cadia *.

The variations between his firft attempt
and fubfequent publication are very confi-
derab