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TO

GEORGIANA, LUCHESS OF BEDFORD

TEARS have flown oer since first my soul aspired
In song the sacred Missdl to repest,

Which sainted Tasso writ with pen inspired,—
Told is my rosary, and the task complete :

And now, ‘twixt hope and fear, with toil untired,
| cast the' ambrosial rclique at thy feet;

Not without faith that in thy goodness thou

Wilt deign one smile to my accomplished vow.

.

Not in dim dungeons to the clank of chains,
Like sad Torquato's, have the hours been spent
Given to the song, but in bright halls where reign
Uncumbered Freedom,—-withamindunbent
By walks in woods, green dells, and pastoral plains,
To sound, far-off, of village merriment;
Albeit, perchance, some springs whence Tasso drev
His sweetest tones, have touched my spirit too.

Oh that, as happier constellations blesa
My studious life, my verses too could boast
Some happier graces (should | wish for less?)
To' atone for charms unscized and splendours lost
No! the rich rainbow mocks the child's caress,
Who can but sorrow, as his fancy 's crossed,
That €er so beautiful a thing should rise,
To' elude his grasp, yet so enchant his eye.
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On the majestic Sorrentine | gazed
With a familiar joy—methoughl he smiled;
But now the vigil 's past, | stand amazed
At the conceit, and sorrow like the child.
What second hand can paint the scenes that blazed
In Tasso's brain, with tints as sweet and wild?
As much the shapes that on his canvass glow,
Therr birth to Frenzy as to Genius owe.

¥,

Yet may | hope o'er generous minds to cast
A faint reflection of his matchless skill,
For here his own Sophronia, unnghast,
Flingsfirm defiance to her tyrant still:—
Clorinda bleeds; lovelorn Erminia fast
Hies through the forest at her steed's wad will;
And in these pages still Armida's charms
Strike the rapt heart, and wake a world to arms.

VI.

Thus then, O Lady, with thy name | grace
The glorious fable; fitly, since to thee
And thine the thanks are due, that in the face
Of time and tail, the Poet's devotee
Has raised the* enchanted structure on its base,
And to thy hand now yields the' unclosing key,—
Bleg,, if in one bright intellect like thine,
He wins regard, and builds himself a shrine!




PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

IN_at length presenting to the Public a complete Transation of the
" Gerusalemme Liberata" | have the satisfaction of expressing my
gratitude both for the flattering manner in which my published
specimen was received, and for the encouraging reguests which
reached me, from various quarters, for a continuance of the version.
| needed, perhaps, no other inducement to proceed than the pleasure
attendant on the pursuit; but it would be folly to deny that these
solicitations, cornm_% as they did from writers of established repu-
tation, greatly contributed to cherish my ambition, and to endue me
with the perseverance necessary to accomplish a task confessedly
both difficult and daring. ) )
Yet it iswith nothing like presumption on the public favour that
1 now submit my laboursto the public eye. Some indulgence 1 ml%ht
consider as my duo, from the arduous nature of the attempt, and the
desire which it implies to add to others' gratification ; but as it isno
uncommon thing to find such considerations lost sight of, and such
claims denied, | abandon them without plea to the mercy of theworld.
The severest critic will probably not be able to point out, or even
discover in the performance so many defects and inequalities as 1
myself am sensible of; for what author or artist ever succeeded in
executing to the life the ideal beauty of the image in his mind? yet
do | not so far discredit that secret instinct of nature which first Ted
me to Tas0's pages, as to imagine that | shall ever have causo to
regret having engaged in the undertaking. Those who are personally
acquainted with me, know how wholly'l have given myself to the
task: | have studied the old mastérs of English poetry, their
phraseology and flow of verse; | have endeavoured to follow the
maxim of 'Roscommon, " to write with fervour and correct with
phlegm :"—of the earlier Cantos, no less than two-thirds have been
entlreldy re-written;—and whether 1 succeed or fail in attaining that
reward of high exertion which Milton once ventured to whisper in
the ear of Diodati, | have at least the satisfaction of knowing that |
have in al paints laboured to deserve it ) )
do not deem it necwar¥ here to discuss the merits or demerits
of former trandators. To the idolaters of Fairfax aone | would
observe, that the beauties scattered over his spirited trandation can
never, notwithstanding his frequent absurdities, cease to find an-echo
in the heart and admiration of al who are capable of distinguishing
and relishing what is good and excellent in poetry; but to assert, as
some have done, that Fairfax never deviates from Tasso but to add
some new grace to what is already graceful, never interweaves fresh
images but to shed beauty over the original, never once adapts his
own origina thoughts to_his author but witii congruity and elegance.
is an absurdity too notoriously incorrect to need a single observation.
Had | employed, as Mr. Rose has done in his excellent translation
of Ariosto, the same measure as the original, | might have followed
the steps of my author with the most scrupulous exactness, and have
a
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constructed my verse with infinitely more facility; bul the Spenserian
stanza presented such superior advantages in point of variety, har-
mony, and adaptation to the sublime and solemn march, the spirit and
the genius of Tasso, that, as | before stated, | had no hesitation in
selecting it as the best possible measure for the purpose. | am hagga/
to find that thischoice has met with general a?probatlon; and, indeed,
the farther | advanced, the greater occasion | found to rejoicein m
decision. 1 at first introduced in my Specimen some antique words
which had been sanctioned by Spenser and the poets of his age, but
these | have since rejected ; a very few may still perhaps be found,
introduced where | had need of them, but as they accord with what
Begdttie calls the Gothic structure of the stanza, “and as such, were
occasionaly useda(t;y him with advantage, 1 do not see occasion to
apologise for the admission. ]

The Life prefixed to the Poem will, 1 trust, be found to shed some
additional lights on the subject of Tasso's love for the Princess
Leonora. Materials for this memoir were so abundant, that the
greatest difficulty was to select and to compress. The biographical
work of Manso was, it is well known, written some years after the

oet's death; and having known Taso only in the la& years of his
ife, his accounts of the early and most interesting portion of it are
often exaggerated and without foundation. It seemed preferable,
therefore, to follow in the main the details of Serassi, whose volume
bears throughout marks of the greatest research, and who had at his
command avast number of original and unedited documents. Dr.
Black, however, in his eleﬁ_ant and elaborate life, whilst deriving from
this source the bulk of his materials, has greatly elucidated some
oints which were |eft obscure by Serass, and in particular, the
istory of that malady of mind with which the poet was afflicted. |
have accordingly made an equal use of the English as of the Italian
author, weighing well, however, the statements of both on the lon
controverted questions of the poet's love and imprisonment. 1 had
soon cause to acknowledge, in the evident disguises which Serass
cads over Taso's attachment, the justice of Dr. Black's observation,
" that his country, his profession, his prel)udlces, his fears, and pernaps
his hopes, dl took from the Abbe that liberty of mind, without which
it was impossible to elucidate the truth.” Nothing, in fact, is more
apparent than that the truth has been concealed oy him. Though
avowedly sensible of this, the Doctor's opinions on the point are
coloured’ more deeply than one would expect by the Abbe's repre-
sentations. | was satisfied with neither ; but having been recom-
mended by the Sig. Foscolo to introduce transdlations of Tas0's lyric
ry, asuperior edition of which he was s0 0b||%|ﬂg as to lend me,
ound in the poet's verses to Leonora, passages that seemed greatly
to elucidate the subject, and | have accordingly drawn largely from
this mterestlnﬂ source of information. The "conclusions which |
formed from these passages were afterwards greatly confirmed by a
perusal of Ginguene, in whom | discovered a singular unison’ of
sentiment, both™ with regﬁd to Serass's disingenuousness, and the
poet's ardent passion. ith his arguments, accordingly, | have .
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strengthened my own, citing, however, in a number of translated
versss, proofs which even Gln?uene seems wholly to have overlooked.
~The List which | have Tormed of English Crusaders will be
!nterestmgg to the anthuar)k For a few of the names, 1 have been
indebted To J. C. Sneyd Kynnersley, Esg, S. John's College, Cam-
bridge, and for a few fo his’Grace the Duke of Newcastle, and other
+ descendants of crusading families ; but the mass have been gleaned
from a patient perusal of monkish annals. It is much to be regretted,
that of the thousands who assumed the Cross in England, so few have
been recorded by our old chroniclers. In consulfing, however, the
MSS. in the Ashmolean Museum, | was so fortunate asto find a list of
those who accompanied King Richard, which made a considerable
addition to their number ; others, which may have escaped my own
research, will perhaps be furnished by those who are more deeply
read in county histories, in genealogy, and heraldry, and who ma¥
derive gratification from this first attempt to chronicle the names o
those who, crowding from the English shores, participated in the
fame of Duke Robért or Coer de'Lion, of Prince Edward, or of

isbury.
It is)\//vith afeeling of regret that | now take my leave of the task

which has formed forfour years the occu%amn and solace of my life.

| shall be more than satisfied if the hours that have passd so

pleasantly away over the performance, be but equalled in gratification
those’that may be spent in the perusal,

WOBTRn ABBEY, 10th Month 20th, 1824,

PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION,

BUT few observations appear to me requisite in introducing to tne
public this new edition of the Trandlation of Tass. Bg thé careful
revison which | have given to the whole, | have endeavoured to
render it more deserving of the approval it has met with, and of that
which | would hope it may finally obtain, as a British Classc ; with
less than which, no writer who has devoted many years to such a task,
ought to rest satisfied, how much soever his intimation of such a hope
may be open to invidious comment. | have availed myself, for its
|mRrovement, of al the strictures | have met with on the work, which
| thought deserving of regard, however equivocal the spirit might

pear'in which théy were written. My adoption of the Spenserian

anza | have seen” no valid reason for regretting ; nor can | think
that | have judged amiss of the PUbHC tadie, in preferring to affix a
memoir of fhe “poet's interesting life, rather than a mass™ of Notes,
h||g;h!y serviceable and appropriate in illustration of the obscure
dluson or complex fable of Dante and Ariosto, but wholly super-
fluous to the lucid text of Tasso.

* The MS. bears the following colophon :—" Here endethe the Names and Arme
of thoss knyghte as weare wt King Richard the flrste a the assgge of Acon or
Acres; which weare copied owte of an owlde Rowle in kepinge and custodye of mr.
fltz-Williams of Sprotbrugbe, 1563: R. Brooke as. Roug Cross” " This Toll," not.

ys, "isin the Library of Turrenden Dering, Kent."
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THE LIFE OF TASSO.

——

CHAPTER 1.
PROM HIS BIRTH TO THE PERIOD OP HISFIRST VISIT TO FERRARA.

A.D. 1544.1565; at. 1-21.

OP the family of Tasso, a name that has passed over Euro?e with so extra.
ordinary a celebrity, the most ancient notices are of the twelfth century. The
Pasd were at that” period settled in Almenno, a pleasant territory néar Ber-
fqamo. About the year 1200, they retired for security from the civil commo-
lons which then diotracted the 1talian cities, to Cornello, a mountain near
theriver Brembo; where, in course of time, they became wealthy and power-
ful lords. About the year 1290, lived Omodeo Tasso, the first inventor, or the
revivor of regular posta whose descendants, obtaining the generalship of the
post-offices in Italy and other countries, arrived at hl]gh dignities.  In Spain
and Flanders, some of the Tass became founders of titled families, and in
(Germany they attained to the rank of sovereign princes. )

The sem of al these illustrious branches, “however, remained at Bergamo;
and it was in this city that Bernardo, the father of Torquato Tasso, was born,
AD. 148 Bernardo Taso, after ayouth spent in the cultivation of letters,
and in the celebration of an unsuccessful attachment to Ginevra Malatesta, a
lady of incomparable beauty, in whose praise he published a volume of poetry,
waa in 1531 invited by Ferrante Sanseverino, prince of Salerno, to actin the
capacity of Secretary, at_his court near Naples. In this situation, devoting
himself to poetical pursuits, or following his patron in military expeditions,
he atpent seven or eight years very agreeabl¥ ; a the expiration of which time,
finding himself fast rising in fane and fortune, he paid his addresses to Portia
Ross, a Neapolitan lady of great beauty and accomplishments, and their mar-
rlag_? was celebrated with much splendour, in the spring of 1539,

he happiness which he m%oyed with this amiable woman, was increased,
the year following, by the birth of ad_au%hter, whom he named Cornelia, and
b%/_ e permission of his prince to retireTor a time, from the fatigues of his
office. to the quiet enjoyment of his favourite studies. He chose for his retreat
the city of Sorrento, ‘which, separated from Naples only by its beautiful bay,
commands, under a serene sky, a prospect of the wholé romantic region
round. Here, having hired a palace which overlooked the sea, he conducted
his wife and infant dau%_hter, and applied himself to the composition of the
" Amadigi," a poem which, he hoped, would not only greatly increase his
literary reputation, but add considerably to his means of independence. In
this delightful residence, and in the midst of these elegant pursuits, Torquato,
the son who was destined so peculiarly to become his pride, and to experienee
alife of such strange vicissitude, was welcomed into the world, the Ilth of
March, 154, )
~ The year 1547 was, however, fatal to the fortunes of his patron. An
insurrection arising at Naples against the Viceroy, D. Pedro de Toledo, who
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had attempted to establish the Inquisition there, the Prince of Salerno
chosen by the nobility of that city as their ambassador to the Emperor Charles
the Fifth. But the Viceroy, anticipating the accusations of his g(i)ponents,
found means to justify his proceedings; and when Sanseverino reached Nurem-
burg, he was received as a favourer of heresy and rebellion, and forbidden for
awhile to leave the city, upon pain of death. When at length permitted, he
returned to Naples, but an attempt having been made to assassinate him by
the creatures of the Viceroy, he resolved to forsake a country where he could
no longer remain with safety; and Bernardo, who had too much magnanimity
to abandon him in his adversity, after settling his family at Naples, departed
with him to the court of France. When the news of sanseverino's defection
was known at Naples, he and al his adherents were declared rebels, deprived
of their estates, and sentenced to have incurred the penalty of death. By
this edict of the States, Bernardo lost arichly furnished house, and an annual
revenue of 900 scudi, a stroke, from the effects of which his fortunes never
recovered; and the foundation was thus unhappily laid for the uniform life
of dependence which Torquato af terwards experienced. o )

e meanwhile had attained his seventh year; and Portia, in her attention
to his education and to that of her daughter, found some solace for the long
separation from her husband. Torquato had already received some instruc-
tion in Latin from D'Angeluzzo, afriend of his father's, and he was now sent
to aseminary of the Jesuits, winch had lately been established in the city;
and such, says Mango, was his ardour for léarning, that to quiet hisimpor-
tunity, his mother was often obliged to let him depart to his studies before
day-break, sending aservant with him to light his way. During the three
years that he continued under the tuition of those fathers, the young Tasso not
only perfected himself in Latin, but made considerable progress in Greek, and
cultivated so diligently his talent for rhetoric and poetry, that in his tenth
year, he recited original verses and orations, which excited the admiration,
of al auditors. His father had made it his chief care to imbue his mind early
with sentiments of deep piety; and the virtuous dispositions which he liad
thus acquired, were asaiduously cultivated by the Jesuits, his instructors. He
was even admitted by them at nine years of age to the communion-table, and,
as he observes in one of bus letters, partook of the consecrated Host with
feeling" of unwonted and indescribable satisfaction. To these early impres-
sions may be ascribed the deep sense of religion which pervades his writings,
which led perhaﬁs to the choice of a sacred subject for his most celebrated
poem, and which certainly in after-life, when all other consolations failed,
enabled him to bear up under the prej-sure of sufferings, too severe to be con-
templated, without the strongest emotions of pity and of pain.

Of the progress which young Tasso was making in his studies, his father
received frequent accounts. Devoted wholly to the interests of his patron,
who resided principally at Venice, he spared no exertions at the court of
France to induce a co-operation with his plans for the invasion of Naples;
but meeting with small puccess in the negotiation, and sighing to revisit his
family, he solicited and received permission of the prince to return to Italy.
Having succeeded therefore in procuring from Pope Julius the Third a specia
license, he, in the February of 1554, arrived at Home, and was invited to
occupa/ apartments in the palace occupied by the Cardinal Ippohto of Este.
The Cardinal received him with the utmost courtesy, and interested himself
ﬁreatly in his affairs; and countenanced by so powerful a protector, Bernardo
ad little to fear from the malice of his enemies.

With Portia, however, his disconsolate lady, it was for otherwise. She
had been entitled on her marriage to a dowry of 5000 ducats, and an inve
thure on her life of 1500 more, the capital of which, on the confiscation of hei
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husband's property, she in Tain attempted to procure from her brothers.  To
every representation addressed to them, they turned a deaf ear, and signifed
to hér at length, with unfeeling cruelty, that'if she attempted to obtain by law
possession of her rights, the strong arm of the Viceroy snould not be wanting
to awe her into silence.  They even exerted themselves to prevent her leaving
N_aﬂl es; and as she could not resolve to hazard the forfeiture of her claims by
flight, she retired with her daughter into the monastery of san Festo. This
change of residence administered fresh grief to a heart aready worn down by
sickness and suffering, asit hereby became necessary to send Torquato to his
father. The anguish which his departure occasioned; both to himself and her,
to whom he now bade afirst, and, asit proved, a final farewell, seemsnever
to have been effaced from the poet's memory. He was then but ten years old;
yet he thus pathetically laments the parting, in an Ode to the River Metauro,
written between twenty and thirty years afferwards.

I
Me from my mother's breast, a child,
Did cruel Fortunetear;
The tears she shed, the kisses wild
She pressed in her despair
On my pale cheek, and oh, the zeal
Of her most passionate appeal
To Heaven for me, in air
Alone recorded—with regret
| yet remember, weep for yet.

1.
Never, ah! never more was |
To meet her face to face,
And feel tr@/ full heart beat more high
In her beloved embrace!
| left her—oh, the pang severe!
Like young Camilla, or, more drear,
Ascanius-llke, to trace
O'er hill and dale, through bush and brier,
Thefootsteps of my wandering sire.

~The young Tasso was received by his father, after so long a separation,
with the greatst delight, and for two years applied himself closely to his
studies. But in 1556 Bernardo received intelligence of the de th of this
beloved wife, whose fortitude and self-devotion seem to have equalled all that
is related of the Roman matrons in the best ages of the republic.  She died, it
is but too probable, of a broken heart, the victim of sensibility to their mutual
misfortunes; but her death was so sudden, as to excite the ferrible suspicion
of her husband, that she had been poisoned by her brothers. In his verses,
in his letters, Bernardo Tasso ceases not to lament her loss, whom he loved, he
Bays, "more than life, and yet whom he loved less than she deserved” By
her death, his daughter Cornelia was left in_the hands of his unprincipled
kinsmen, who some years after set the crowning stroke to their iniquity, by
instituting, for the purpose of retaining their sister's portion, a lawsuit
against the young Torquato; aleging, that as he had followed his father
to Rarme he too had incurred the penalties of rebellion. They shortly also
married Cornelia, by thistime grown a beautiful and accomplished young lady,
to Marzio Sersde, a Sorrentine g%entleman, in oppostion to the wishes of her
father, who had hoped to form for her a higher and more advantageous con-
nexion : as, however, this gentleman, though of small estate, was descended
from an ancient and noble family, and as he and Cornelia lived together in
the greatest harmony, Bernardo was soon reconciled to the marriage.
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A war meanwhile broke out between Philip the Second and the Pope, and
Bernardo, from having incurred so deeply the hatred of the Spanish party,
not thinking himself secure at Rome,  sent his son to Bergamo, where he wan
received with open arms by his relation, the lady Tasso, and took refuge at
Pesaro, in the court of Giudubaldo the Second, Duke d'Urbino. Tofquato,
during the time he stayed at Bergamo, applied himself assiduously to his
studies: in 1557, he was sent for by his father, end presented to the Duke, who
made him the companion in study of his son Francesco Maria. To the study
of the languages, he now added that of the mathematics and philosophy, per-
fecting himself at the same time in the exercises of the sword, and in those
other bodily accomplishments which were then thought necessary to the
formation of afinished gentleman. ) )

Torquato resided nearly two years at the court of Urbino; when, being
sent for to Venice by his father, who was printing there his " Amadigi," he
was dismissed by fhe Duke with no less favour than regret. Dante and
Petrarch formed, while he was at Venice, the principal subjects of his study,
and with their compositions he nourished the poetical enthusiasm that was
every day acquiring in his bosom a greater ascendancy. He had now com-
pletéd his sixteenth” year; and his father, anxiously balancing the various
chances offered for his advancement in life, resolved to send him to the Uni-
versity of Padua, regarding jurisprudence as the only science that would
secure him from the necessity of subjecting his prospects and happiness, as
he himself had but too fatally done, to the uncertain protection of the great.
To Padua accordingly Torquato went, and was entered of the University in
November, 1560. ) ) . ,

He prosecuted his studies there with great diligence, attending the lectures
of Guido Panciroli, acivilian of eminence.” To one, however, whose fancy waa
wedded to the romantic fictions of Boiardo and Ariosto, law must have proved
adry and a sickening pursuit, more particularly as no one had yet appeared,
to give, like Montesquieu, to the science, the dignity and interest of philoso-
phicd disquisition. The consequence was, a recurrence in secret to more
congenia pursuits, and the production in 1561, of his " Rinado." It must
be matter of astonishment that a youth who had not yet reached his eighteenth
year, should have been able to Imagine and conduct to the end, with such
masterly skill, a poem of such beauty and regularity, in the short space of ten
months, and amidst his unneglected legal occupations, Our young author,
however, lest he should incur his father's displeasure, had not dared to
acquaint him with the secret; some literary persons of distinction undertook
to communicate it, and by commendations of the excellence of the lg.ci-gry,
managed to soften in some degree his affliction a the intelligence. ing
through Padua some time after from Urbino, Bernardo had an opportunity
himsdlf of seeing the manuscript, and being satisfied with the geniusit dis-
played, no longer thought of ‘confining the talents of his son to a study so
unpalatable to him as the law. At the solicitation of Molino and Viniero,
two learned men to whose criticism Torquato had subjected his poem, he
even gave permisson for its being printed; and it was _accor_dmgly_ushered
into the world from the press of the Franceschi at Venice, in April, 1562
It was received with incredible applause, and the young, author was soon
known throughout Italy by the endearing name of Tassno, the dear little

Tesn. It isimpossible for “any one to peruse without admiration and sym-
pathy mang assages of the work, and ‘more particularly these concluding
danzas, wherein the student, lamenting the circumstances under which the

m was composed, aludes to his early. age, and pays a beautiful compliment
to his parent, ‘and to the Cardinal Luigi dEste, into whose service Bernarde
had entered, and to whom the " Rinaldo" was inscribed.



LIFE OF TASSO. X

Thushave | sung—in battle-field and bower,
Rinaldo's cares, and prattled through my page,
Whilst other studies claimed the [rksome hour;
In thefourth |ustre of my verdant age;
Studies from which | hoped to have the power
Thewrongs of adversefortuneto assuage;
Ungrateful Studies, whencel pineaway
Unknown to others, to myself aprey.

Yet 0! if Heaven should eer my wishes crown
With ease, released from Law's discordant maze,
To spend on the green turf, in forests brown,
With bland Apollo whole harmonious days,
Then might | spread, Luigi, thy renown
Wheréer the sun dartstorth resplendent rays;
Thysdf the genial spirit should infuse,
Andtothy Virtueswake aworthier Muse.

But thou, first fruit of fancy and of toil, .

Child of few hours and those most fugitivel
Dearlittlebook, bornon thesu,nnal i )

B% Brenta'swavel may al kindplanetsgive
To thee the spring no winter shall despoi,

Life to go forth when | have ceased to live;
Gathering'rich fame beyond our country's bounds,
And mixed with songs with which the world resounds.

Yet, erel hid thy truant leaves adieu, .
Ereyet thou seek'st the Prince, whose name, impressed
Deep in my heart, upon thy front weview,
Too poor aportal for so'great aguest!
Go, find out him from whom my birth | drew,
Life of my life! and whose the rich bequest
Hasbeen, if aught of beautiful or strong
Adornsmy lifé, and animatesmy song.

He, with that keen and searching glancewhich knows
Topiercebeyondtheveil of dim disguise,
Shall seethefaultsthat lie concealed so close
To the short vision of my feeble e{a
And with that pen which F|10| nsthetruth of prose
Totuneful fable, shall theversechastise,
Far asitsyouth thetrial canendure,)
nd gracethy page with beauties more mature.

At full liberty now to follow his inclinations, Torquato gave up the study
of the law with transport, and in November of the same year entered the
University of Bologna, where, under the distinguished professors, Pendasio
and Piccolomini, he devoted himself wholly to philosophy and the Muses.
Before he left Padua, he had conceived the design of writing a poem on the
conquest of Jerusalem by the Crusaders, a subject the most interesting, and,
above al, the most fitted to receive every poetical adornment that the fancy
could conceive.  He had fixed upon the names of various personages to intro-
duce in it, had imagined severd of the episodes with which he afterwards
embellished it. and he now sketched out the first three Cantosin 116 octave
danzas, which are yet preserved among the MSS. of the Vatican. To fit
himself for the task contemplated, he composed his three admirable Discourses
on Heroic Poetry; and being shortly informed that the Cardinal Este had
admitted him amongst the gentleman of his household, he set forward tojoin
Bernardo at Ferrara, the principa scene of his glory and misfortunes
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CHAPTERL.II.
FROM HIS FIRST ARRIVAL AT FERRARA TO HIS FUGHT FROM THAT CITY.
A.l). 16651577 set. 21-33.

WHEN Tas reached Ferrara. on the last day of October, 1565, the city was
s?lendld with preparations for the Arehduchess Barbara of Austria, daughter
of the Emperor Ferdinand the First, whom Alphonso of Eate was about to
receive in marriage.  The bride elect made her entrance into the city with a
numerous and sumptuous attendance, wearing on her head a golden crown.
The balls, the tournaments, and representations that followed in the palace or
palace-garden, amidst a stupendous scenery of palaces, and woods, and moun-
tains, |asted for six days, and seemed to the imaginative Tasso rather the work
of enchantment than the effect of machinery. He hasrecorded in the "Aminta"
his sensations of transport and astonishment at the magnificent carnival that
was thus presented to his view,—a scene, to which we doubtless owe many of
the rich descriptions of magical enchantment that we meet with in the " Geru-
sdemme Liberata." ) ) ) L

The death of Pope Pius the Fifth terminated these rejoicings; and the
Cardina_Luigi departed for Rome to assist in the election of a new pontiff;
leaving Tasso at perfect liberty to attend either to pleanurable or philosophic
pursuis.  Tasso employed thé interval in insinuating himself into the favour
of the Princess Lucretia d'Este; and by her was introduced to her younger
Sdter, Leonara, who wasjust recovering from along illness. These two ladi
pays Serass, were most beautiful in “person, and of manners so elegant an
courteous, as to excite, in al the highest admiration. Lucretia was thirty-one
years old, her sister ayear less,—anage which had only given maturity fo her
charms, without impairing her vivacity and grace. Their mother, the virtuous
and unfortunate Renée of France, had” bestowed great pains upon their educa-
tion ; and, besdes the usual accomplishments, had inspired them with a taste
for poetry, which they occasionally cultivated. To minds of this description
the author of the " Rinaldo,” must have been an object of some interest; an
the pleasure which the youthful poet felt from their attentions, isattested in
some Canzoni of his written at this period, in language full of the rs?ectful
gallantry which their favourable notice would naturally inspire. The favour
of these "Princesses, introduced him in ashort timeto the'notice of their brother,
the Duke Alphonso, who knowing him to beengage_d inapoem on theconquest
of Jerusalem, regarded him with agracious eye, and introduced him to many of
theillustrious men who frequented his court. Grateful for these marks of
consideration, Tasso resolved to dedicate his poem to this prince, and to
introduce Rinaldo for the hero of his fable, asa means to celebrate him and his
family. The " Gerusalemme" was accordmg(lf/ resumed, and prosecuted with
such “diligence, that in a few months he had completed five whole cantos,
Occasiondly he unbent himself from this great work by the composition of
complimentary verses to the Princesses, similar to the following, which he
Addressed to Leonora when she was restricted from singing by her phyoicians,
on account of her delicate state of health.

A hil benereodestin, cheinvidia etoglie.

Oh! 'tisamerciless decree,
That to the envied world denies

The sound of that sweet voice which We
so much admire, so dearly pricel
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The noble thought and dulcet I%
Breathm%of assionssorefin

By HOHOUR'S breath, would drive away
Sharp sorrow from the gloomiest mind.

Yet, 'tis enough for our deserts,
T a1e¥1esand smilesso calm and coy
Diffusethrough our enchanted hearts
A holy and Celestia joy:

There would be no more blessed place
Thanthis, our spiritsto re*on:e,

If, as we view thy heavenly Tace,
Weaso heardthy heavenly voicel

On the return of their brother the Cardinal, the Princesses failed not
eomrnunicate to him the pleasure they had received from the society of the
young- poet; for whom, amongst many other obligations, they procured the
distinction of being admitted to the table where the highest courtiers were
entertained, often in company with the Duke; afuvour to which Tassoattached
no small consequence. Amongst the distinguished men whose friendship or
acquaintance he now_acquired, were Agostino degli Arienti, Manzuoli, the
Cardinal's favourite Secretary, and Ginmbattista Pigna, Secretary to the Duke,
a Ferrarese poet of great consideration amongst the courtiers : “with Guarini,
the subsequent author of the " Pastor Fido," he was already acquainted.

There was at this time resident at Ferrara one Lucretia Bendidio, a lady of
great beauty, vivacity, and accomplishments, who had touched the sensibility of
most of the young geniuses in the city. The harps both of Pigna and Guarini
were sounded in her praise; and Tasso, participating in the same feeling of
admiration, was equally anxious to obtain her favourable notice. With that
inclination to scholastic” debate which was so much aftected in those ages, he
undertook on her account to support in the Academy e:égaj nst every disputant,
fifty amorous Theses or Conclusions; and he defended them for three days,
with infinite reputation for ingenuity, in presence of an illustrious assemblage
Of the beauty and learning of Ferrara. But it was not by disputation alone
that besought to find favour in the bright eyes of the lady; shewas a charming
singer, and Tasso called in the ad of his mélodious lute to celebrate her talent.
His compliments were not addressed to unheeding ears; for though he met
with aformidable rival in Pigna, he failed not to receive from the object of his
admiration many marks of partiality. She married into the house of the
Macchiavelli, but never ceased to regard him with favour; and in particular
Studied to console him in the days of his calamity. .

Serass and Dr. Black profess to regard "him as having been deeply

enamoured of this lady, but | confess | can only discern in the effusions
addressed to her, one of those merely amorous fancies which are so apt to play
around the heads of susceptible young persons, but which make no deep
impression, and vanish altogether with the object that called them into birth.
The real symptoms of the passion must be sought for in his compositions of a
later, but of no distant date.
.~ These poetical amusements of Tasso were interrupted by the afflicting
intelligence, that his father was lying dangerously ill, at Ostia on the Po. He
hastened thither immediately, and arrived in time to receive his last benedic-
tions, and on the 4th of Septéember, 1569, at the advanced age of 76, Bernardo
Taso dosed  life marked by many vicissitudes and sorrows, but cheered
throughout by literary enjoyment, and atruIP/ Christian philosophy. Overcome
by grief for his severe loss, and by the vigils he had undergone in his affec-
tionate attendance on him, Tqrquato himself sickened two days after his
father's death; when he had alittle recovered, he returned to Ferrara
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In the spring of the following year, a marriage was concluded between the
Princess Lucretia and the Prince d'Urbmo. Leonora, thus deprived of
moat intimate companion, renounced in a great measure al public amusement
and devoted herself to pursuits more congenia to her taste—to private studv
and_the conversation of literary men.

Tasso, amongst others, had the honour of frequent admission to her society.
He acknowledges in an Ode which he addressed to her on his first coming to
Ferrara, that he was then struck with admiration of her person, and that, had
he not been checked by reverence, he should have become perfectly enamoured
of her. But the regard with which ho had been treated by the two sisters
must by this time have much diminished the distance which rank and ceremony
had thrown round Leonora; whilst, from the facility of access granted to him,
he could not fail to contemplate her perfections with a more unmingled feeling
of pleasure and esteem.  She on her part, appreciating highly his genius, and
his many estimable qualities, found no small enjoyment in his society. To her
he read portions of hie Poem as they were composed; to her taste appealed;
and, flattered by the warmth of her praises and by her gracious condescension,
he seems now to have given himself up with less unreserve to the delightful
emotions inspired by her presence. Poetry, it must be confessed, was dangerous
ground for them to tread in concert, calculated as it peculiarly is to become the
echo of those gentle wisheswhich find avoice so universal in the hearts of
youth; nor could Taaso read, nor could Leonora listen to atale so affecting as
that of Olindo and Sophronia, without indulging a train of thought and feeling
closely akin to the influences of love. Onethingiscertain, that at this period
he redoubled his assiduities to her, addressing her in strains wherein feeling ay
far predominates over fancy, as to render it matter of little doubt that her
image was gaining over him a powerful ascendancy. The first advances of the
passon are, however, marked by great timidity towards the individual beloved;
and if Taso yet dared to acknowledge in song the growing tenderness of his
soul, it would probably be in verses like the following, treasured up in privacy
M the record of a feeling too sacred or presumptuous to be submitted to the
gese of others.

Amor I'alma m'allaccia, cc.

Love binds my soul in chains of bliss

Firm, rigorous, strict, and strong;
| am not sorrowful for this,
But why | quarrel withhimis,

He quite tiesup my tongue.
When | my lady should sdute,

| can on no pretence;
But timid and confused stand mute,
Or, wandering in my reason, suit

My speech but ill with sense.
Loose, gentle Lore, my tongue, and if
O thy 1k oS Tt riet
Toke oiF this cnain in kind re||yef? '

And add it to my heart!

In 1570, Torquato attended his lord the Cardina to tne court of Franee
having first, as a measure of precaution, left a testamentary writing in the
hands of one of his intimate friends. On the second visit which the Cardinal
paid to the king, he introduced our poet to his acquaintance, saying:—
" Behold the bard of Godfrey, and of the other French heroes, who signdised
themselves so greatly a the conquest of Jerusdlem !" Charles the Ninth
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(his name might then be pronounced, and himself approached without horror)
received him in the most distinguished manner, saw him often, and gave him
uniformly the like reception. =~ He pardoned at his request an unfortunate
, who, having been guilty of some crime, was ordered for execution, and
e would have acknowledged the honour which Tasso rendered to French
heroism, by the richest presents, if the highmindedness of our poet had not
opposed, by a gspecies of refusal, his beneficent intentions. Amongst. the
acquaintance which Torquato made in France, none seems to have gratified
him more than that of the poet Ronsard, for whose wrmnPs he professed great
admiration, and who, notwithstanding- his unsuccessful” attempt to engraft
upon French poetry the genius of the Greek, was by no means unworthy of
the celebrity he enjoyed. ~ Taso had here the misfortune to lose the favour
of his dpairgn. ether calumniated by some invidious courtier, or too
unguarded in expressing his indignation at the masked severity shown by
the ministry of Charles to the Catholics, preparatory to the frightful massacre
of St. Bartholomew, he experienced a great change in the Cardinal's behaviour,
and as he was of too haughty a spirit to brook the least contumely, he
demanded leave of absence, and retired to Rome. Whilst at Rome, it would
appear that his favourite Leonora paid a visit to her uncle, the Cardina
Ippolito the Second of Este, a prelate distinguished by his magnificence in
building, and his favour to literary men. The villa and gardens which he
formed a Twoli were considered as the most delightful in Italy; and it imuat
have been in their shades that she received these beautiful verse, attesting the
Idelity with which he cherished her image in his absence :—

TO LEONORA OF ESTE.

Al nobil colle, ovein antichi marmi.
o Al e e
Warks of Greek aFto %’?atuary
MOftﬁ'SﬂéW Wi N0l &, FOVes,
And with'it to their gloom of groves

Fast hearsme asit flies,
For far from thee, in crowds unblest,
My fluttering heart but il can rest.*

There to the rock, cascade, and grove,
‘Onmossesdroptwith dew.

Liki oPe ho thinksan sghsof love,
Thelivelong summer through,

twould | dictategloriousthings

Pt et s
And t,OM[he_bI’OOX(S and rees around,
I ppolito’shigh nameresound.

But hat | ki herel
Il egoneroe

O'er Alpinerocksand marshes drear,

foi‘ |2 m%tent%tge%fw%ai enwretal

Mk F bk

| trif?ethuaspin song ?—,agideu! '

Let the soft Zephyr whisper who.

* Chemalpud da voi lunge omai qetares.
Pw coMe uom, the d'amor penses swypicen, -
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Mean while, by letters to the Princess and her sister, he made application
to be recdved into the service of Alphonso. This, through their mediation
was easly effected; a pension was assigned him of abouit fifteen crowns of
gold a month, and he was obligingly informed that he was exempted from
any particular obligation, and might ‘attend in quiet to his studies.  Of this
fortunate refuge from the storms of fortune, he makes grateful mention in his
" Gerusdlemme," nor could the severity with which he was afterwards treated
by the Duke ever efface from his mind the memory of this kindness. In the
l&sure and tranquillity of mind which he now eénjoyed, our poet applied
himself with qreei assiduity to his " Gerusalemme,” Tilling up the intervals
which he had "left, adorning it with episodes, and_|mprovm% perpetually the
sweetness and majesty of the diction. ~As a relaxation from the labour of this
revision, taking advantage of a visit which Alphonso made to Rome, he began
and, it is said, in less'than two months, finished his "Aminta," a pastor
fable of consummate beauty, which, if he had written nothing beside, would
have immortdised his name. In italh/, from the absolute perfection of its
style and its great melody of phrase, the Aminta enjoys a celebrity little less
eminent than"the "Geruftalemme Liherata;" but in”our own countrty, partly
from the disrepute into which pastoral poetry has fallen, and_?artly rom our
not having IongD 3 atran-slation that gave any idea of its excellence, it
ﬁ)pears to be but little known or appreciated, except by lovers of Italian.

othing, however, could exceed its success when, on the return of Alphonso
to Ferrara, in the spring of 1573, it was represented before the Cardinal his
brother, and a numerous and delighted audience. Their applause was
unbounded; nor had the public admiration of its beauties suffered the least
diminution, when, eight years afterwards, it issued from the press of Aldus.
Edition followed edition” in quick succession, and so numerous were the
imitations of it, that nothing for a length of time was to be heard of in Italy
but pastord dramas.  The Princess Lucretia had not been able to witness the
representation of the piece that was making so much noise in al quarters;
she therefore requested her brother to permit her the pleasure of hearing it
recited by the author, and for this purpose invited him to her palace at Pesaro.
As the summer advanced, Lucretia, to avoid the heats, retired to Casteldurante,
and took Tasso with her.  He here spent some months in a most agreeable
manner, completing his great poem, and celebrating the amiable gu ities of
the Princess In sonnets and canzoni of considerable beauty ;* and when he
returned to Ferrara, he received both from her husband "and herself many

* As for Instance, according to Ser%ssi, the sonnet commencing " Nerg‘.gli anni
scarhi tuol purﬁgr%ar " Ginguene, however, 1S 0 avaX different opinion. It
t%ea's, he says, jhdul n?%?gbthelm%ressm the sed of Leonora, | think sotoo, from
i emorejaaé/cul lar apg IC |I|t¥]o }he descrgaﬂon to Leonords character, and from
thedlusion jn it to Aurora, one of her undoubted synonyms. Assuch, | present a
trandation of it to the reader :—

Thay, | ,én thineearla/ dags

That |re Isﬁ%eswtoar%ur ISV\;gf$ rays,
Nor dares itsvirgin breast dlscTos@;’

But coy, and crim: nlngt?beseen,

Liesfolded yet in leavesof green.

Or rather, (for ng earthly thi
,Wasﬁrkét ee thep, t¥10u glgdst appear
Divine AURORA, when her win

ev SS0| osajed,
Antf gr?llef?o'erwu newdlro scold
Themountain-summitstintswith gold.
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valuable presents, and, in particular, a very precious ruby, which was of great
service to him in the time of his adversity.

Devoting himself on his return, with the most persevering industry to his
poem, he had, at length, in the spring of 1575, the extreme satisfaction of
seeing it completed; but, on the other hand, he began to be dissatisfied with
his situation, from finding himself an object of hatred to a number of the
courtiers, who, envious of the distinction he had acquired by the " Arninta,"
and jeal ous of the glory that would attend the publication of his" Gerusalernme,"
combined to disturb his tranquillity, and by avariety of ways to calumniate
him to his patron. He therefore resolved first to discharge his obligations to
the family of Este, by printing his poem under the auspices of the Duke, and
then either to retire to Rome, or to seek the service of some prince equally
favourable to literary men, like theCardinal de' Medici. Meanwhile, to render
his poem as perfect as porfect, he submitted it to the critiques of a number of
hisfriends at Home—a step which in the sequel involved him in the greuteHt
difficulties, notlessfrom thediversity of opinions, which hefound itimpossible
to reconcile, than from the ascetic severity of one or two of his censure, who
professed to see in his charming fictions something profane and seductive,
derogatory to the grandeur of the enterprise which he celebrates, and to the
sanctityof the Church, of which they were the bigoted expectants. The most
aeruononious ofthesecynicswereoneSilvioAntonianoand SperoSperone, an
uncient friend of hisfather; but who, disappointed in hisown expectations of

oetical renown, had contracted a surliness of disposition which ill-fitted him
or discharging the part of a liberal critic.

The " (Gerusalemme," however, underwent two revisions, and it was not
tilt the second took place that Antoniano and Sperone assisted. The first was
made principally by Da Barga, author of the " Syrias" and "Cynegeticon,"
by Scipio Gonzaga, and Flaminio de' Nobili, a divine, philosopher, and
scholar of considerable eminence. Besides perplexing our poet with seveiul
metaphysical objections deduced from the supposed spirit of Aristotle's rules,
these critics objected to the episode of Sophronia and Olindo, and to the
excess of embellishment which they discovered in the poem. Tasso, however,
could by no means bring himself to omit the episode, anxious as he was to
preserve throughout his fable the most perfect unity. In the ornamental
parts, though obstinate in the opinion that epic poems are the better the more
they abound in ornaments, he curtailed many of the most marvellous, in
deference to their judgment, and the work of revision was brought to an end
in the autumn of 1575. But though the advantages thereof seem to have been
considerable, they could not recompense our poet for the effect produced
his sensibility, by the difficulties arising from their contradictory onesms.
and the consequent delay of publication. To the agony which he experienced
from these causes (such is his expression), was added a fresh c.ause of
inquietude. He was tormented by the suspicion, and appears to have had

Those daysare past; yet from thy face
No charm the speeding years have saatehag,
But left it, ripening every grace,
In perfect loveliness, unmatched
BK what thou wert, when Y]oung and shy,
Thy timid gracesshunnedtheeye.

More lovely looks the flower matured,
When |ull |tsfragr|;antleave3|tspreajs;
Morerich thesun, when, unobscured,
At noon abrighter beam it sheds;
Thou, in thy beauty, blendest both
The sun and rose's growth.
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sufficient reason for it, that some rival had intercepted "his letters, for the
purpose of discovering his secrets, and availing himself of he objections made
to his poem.

The Princess Lucretia coming meanwhile to reside at Ferrara, Taaeo
imparted to her his design of going to Home. She attempted to dissuade
him from it, giving it as her Judgment that he ought not to depart from
Ferrara before the publication of his book, unless perhaps with her to Pesaro,
"for that every other journey would be suspicious and odious;" she mentioned
to him aso, in her solicitude for his welfare, some other circumstances, which
convinced him that he was besides very diligently watched. It would seem
that Alphonso was apprised of his intention to solicit the protection of some
other patron, and was jealous lest he should be defrauded of the dedication.
He had heard more than once the various Cantos recited; he was charmed
with their beauty, and was now solicitous to rivet the gratitude and obligations
which the poet had expressed. For this purpose, he redoubled his attentions,
and Taso was often invited to Belriguardo, a superb palace, surrounded with
delightful gardens, to which the Duke frequently retired. He was still, how-
ever, fixed In resolution to go to Home; and Alphonso, desirous to hasten the
publication of the poem, at Ien%th granted him permission. Tasso wasreceived
most affectionately at Rome by Scipio Gonzaga. His evenings he devotee!
wholly to his literary friends; but the individual whose acquaintance at this
period with our poet had the greatest influence on his future fortunes, was the
Cardinal Ferdinand de' Medici, afterwards Grand Duke of Tuscany, who now
made overtures to Tasso of his protection. Th?/ were not indeed accepted.
Tasso returned to Ferrara without coming to any determination respecting his
changeof residence; but theinterview towhich hehad imprudently consented,
with one of Alphonso's greatest enemies, became, there istoo much reason to
believe, one of the chief causes of his subsequent misfortunes. At present,
however, the Duke, if he felt any anger at the step which his poet had taken,
had the temper or the policy to disguise it, and Tasso was received with his
accustomed courtesy.

In the February of this year arrived at Ferrara, Eleonora Sanvitali, the
bride of Giulio Tiene, Count of Scandiano, ayoung lady, who to great beauty
united a noble disposition and taste for the line arts. 1She was accompanied
by Barbara Sanseverina, Countess of Sala, her mother-in-law, who, with
much majesty of deportment, yielded not to Kleonora in beauty, vivacity, or
talent. In the festivals at court, during the Carnival, the Lady Barbara
appeared with her hair fashioned in the form of a crown, which gave her, says
Serass, the very air of Juno. The loveliness, however, of Eleonora, rendered

eculiarly striking by the exquisite beauty of her under lip, which pouted
orth a little, divided with her the admiration of the courtiers; and nothing
was heard of in the palace but this rosy lip and graceful coronet. Tasso
celebrated both, in verses which procured him the favourable regard of these
illustrious ladies, a circumstance which tended not a iittle to increase the rage
and envy of hisrivals.

By the death of Pigna, the house of Este was left destitute of a historian,
and Tass, in order, perhaps, to have a better pretext for leaving Alphonso'a
service, in case of a repulse offered himself as a successor.  His offer was
accepted, and Tasso thus found himself more firmly chained than ever to the
court from which he was desi" us to be freed. This unsteadiness of pur]pose
drew from Gonzaga a gentle censure ; but such was the flux and reflux of his
thoughts that he could by no means break the fetters with which he was
bound to Ferrara by convenience, by gratitude, and, above all, by his affection
for the Princess. He was sensible of the weakness to which he yielded; he
dreaded it as the ruin of al his prospects; but a kind expression from the
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duke, or a smile from Leonora, was sufficient to dissipate the schemes which
he formed in his hours of dissatisfaction. Every means was used that seemed
likely to operate in detaching him from an interest so hateful as that of the De
Medici. The Duchess d'Urbino, in a long letter, promised to exert in his
favour whatever interest she possessed with her brother; and the Princess
Leonora, without anything leading to such a subject, said that, hitherto her
means had been very limited, but now that her revenue was increased by the
demise of her mother, she would render him assistance from that source.
" This" says Tass0 in his letters, " | neither seek nor will seek;" but the
benignity of the offer from one whom he looked up to with such tenderness,
must have greatly strengthened for a time his reluctance to leave Ferrara

The second and more severe revision of the " Gerusalemmo" by Antoniano
and Sperone was now commenced. The first had left poor Tasso exhausted,
perplexed, and in a frame of mind little able to undergo the long- series of
captious objections which these critics started. Antoniano had been in his
youth a distinguished improvisatore and professor of belles lettres at Ferrara.
Made subsequently tutor by Pius IV. to his nephew, Cardinal Borromeo, and in
the high road to preferment, he devoted himself to theological studies, and
became a model of acrimonious sanctitude. Tasso, in the outset of their
labours, expresses to Gonzaga his fear that Antoniano would show rather
subtlety than soundness of judgment, and so indeed it proved.

But his refined critiques were the least evilsthat he had to endure from this
cold ascetic.  Antoniano read the poem not only as a literary critic, but as an
inquisitor; and of his rigour in this capacity some idea may be formed by
his professing to regard it as akind of impiety that our poet should mingle
magic and worldly pessions in the description of a conquest to which the
motive was so holy. ~Acting upon this principle, he condemned all the parts of
the poem relative to enchantment and love, strengthening his dictum with the
threat that should Tasso refuse to assent to their omission, he would not procure
those privileges without which he could not expect to obtain the slightest protit
from hiswork. In order, if possble, to gain the bigot over, Tasso wrote him
along and most ingenious letter, from which, by proposing to omit some of
the episodes, enchantments, and seducing passages, he hoped to have some
favour shown to his beautiful imaginings. But the letter had no other effest
than to make the ghostly critic deem him learned; " a circumstance," says
Tasm, in his proud petulance, "about which | am perfectly indifferent." Nor
did Sperone give him less vexation than Antoniano. The literary Diogenes
affected to discover that the unity of the fable was broken by the important part
which Rinaldo performs in the story; an objection which gave Tass greater
anguish than dl the rest, as he had prided himself upon the geometrical nicety
with which he had constructed the fable, and as the objection against the unity
of heroes bore against the whole plan and tissue of the poem. In order, however,
to obtain permission to print his book, our poet was obliged to submit to their
severity, and with a heavy heart sat down to the mutilation of the poem.

" | have removed," says he, in his after |etters, "the miracle of the burled
person, the metamorphosis of the knighta into fishes, and the wonderful ship;
1 have moderated greatly the voluptuousness of the last stansas of the twentieth
canto, although they were seen by the Ferrarese Inquisitor, and tolerated, nay,
admogt extolled. | shall remove the strange events of the eighteenth canto; |
shall take away the stanzas of the parrot, those of the kisses, and some of the
rest in this and the other cantos which gave most offence to Antoniano, besides
avast number of verses and words. | shall accommodate to histaste the inven-
tion of the natural magician; | shall removefrom the fourth and sixteenth cantos
those stanzas which to him seem licentious, but which are in reality by fur the
most beautiful. In order, however, that they may not be lost entirely, | will cause

b2



XX LIFE OF TASSO.

a various impression of these two cantos to be made, and will give them entireto
ten or fifteen of my most intimate friends. Totheworld (such is the necessity of
the times), my poem must appear mutilated—Dbut of this say not aword. Fla
minio has noticed athing as artfully managed in my poem, that there is no love
in it of which the event is happy, and this is redly the case  Surely this might
produce toleration for these descriptions; and as the love of Erminia seems in
a certain degree to have a happy conseguence, | shall remedy this aso, and
make her not only a Christian, but a religious nun." To this pitiable extent
did the first poet of his age find it necessary to prostrate his sublime and
delightful genius, with aheart bleeding with anguish and disappointment!

The Princess Leonora, to withdraw him from the vexations which so deePIy
agitated him, took him with her for a few days to Cosandoli, a delightfui
country seat on the Po, where, in the amiable society which he most affected,
lie forgot for awhile his anxieties; and when he returned to Ferrara, was
sufficiently at ease to resume his poetical attentions to the Countesses of Sala
and Scandiana.  On the fervour of those to the latter lady, Serass grounds his
opinion that it was with her that Tasso was enamoured, rather than Leonora of
Este; but, after aclose consideration of the whole question, it seems sufficiently
evident that he used the name of this lady merely as a convenient mask to veil
the effusions which hislove for the Princess caused him to pour forth. It ia
possible, notwithstanding, that Tasso may have been betrayed by his admiration
of the Countess to assume in his compositions to her the fervour most congenial
to hisfeelings, which, he tells us, were amorous from his youth, no less than to
have occasionally feié;ned atenderness for the sake of patronage and distinction.

About this period our poet became fully convinced of the treacherous part
that had been played by one of his false friends. He had ascertained by
unguestionable evidence, that the man had o;?]ened with false keys the chest in
which he kept his papers. Manso suspects that he had set in circulation the
secret of his love for the Princess, with which by this means he had become
acquainted, but it ia certain he had given proofs of peculiar treachery and
malignity; wherefore, meeting each oilierin thecourtyard of the palace, Tasso
remonstrated with him in afriendly manner on his dishonourable conduct, but
with so little effect that, instead of offering an apology, or even vindicating- his
innocence, the villain insolently gave Taeso the lie This the poet requited by
ablow, given, he observes, from no impulse of anger, but from his sense of the
demands of honour. His opponent made no attempt at the time to resent the
blow, but having collected his brothers, they attacked him all at once and
unexpectedly from behind, as he was walking alone in the piazza of the palace,
Tasso, however, who managed his sword with a dexterity equal to that with
which he used his pen, returned their assault with so much bravery, as to put
them all to flight. The principal champion, one Maddolo, a notary in the
service of the court, repaired to the court of Florence,—the others to different
asylums; but the Duke, justly irritated against the refugees, gave ordersto Lie
counsellor to proceed against them with the utmost rigour.

To this a new vexation shortly succeeded; our poet received intelligence
that his " Geruaalemme" was printing in different cities of Italy. It is
impossible to portray the melancholy and agitation into which he was thrown
by the unwelcome tidings. Hehad toiled for many years at the delightful task,
and he now saw himself about to be defrauded, not merely of the profit which
he had hoped to derive, but of the glory for which his bosom was on fire, as the
surreptitious copies could scarcely be expected to appear without many and
great errors.  He therefore made application to the Duke to use his utmost
endeavours for the prevention of so great an injury. Alphonso wrote so -
different prince? and governmentsin his behalf, and procured from the Pope
written order to al thegovernmentof theChurch, both to seize whatever copiy
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might be printed, and to insist upon the restoration of those whieh had been
sold. The Count Ferrante Taesone, torelieve the tortured mind of Tasso, invited
him during these proceedingsto Modena, furnished for his amusement every
possible species of diversion, and introduced him to a number of distinguished
personages whom he collected to do him honour.  Foremost amongst these was
Tarquinia Molza, alady celebrated for her beauty, and her elegant Latin and
Italian verses. Tasso's admiration of her person and acquirements is evinced
in thefollowing short, but charming composition in her praise.

TO TARQUINIA MOLZA.
Mostra la verde terra.
The green earth of its wealth displays
White violets, and the lovely sun
Its sparkling ciown of rosy rays
O'er shaded vale and mountain dun.
Thou, lady, for thy sign of wealth,
Of genius, beauty, thought sublime,
Fling'st forth in glorious show by stealth
The riches of unfading rhyme.
And whilst thy laurels, charmed from blight,
Thus greenly mock the passing houis,
Thy verses all are rays of light,
Thy living thoughts ambrosial flowers.

Taso had not been long returned from Ferrara, ere Insmelancholy, induced
originally on his ardent temperament by the severity of his critics, and the
persecutions of his enemies, returned upon him more deeply than ever. He
now tormented himself with inaginary fears; fancying that his persecutors had
accused him of treachery to theDuke, and of heresy tothe Inquisition. Tohis
ieligious fears was added the suspicion that some of his enemies wished to stab
or poison him,— m[i)]toms, which but tooplainly indicate the approach of that
mental disease which was about to disturb his reason. The Duke and the
Princesses endeavoured by every means to calm his groundless anxieties, but
their efforts proved wholly unavailing. Atlength onoevening inJune, 1577,
in the chamber of the Duchess d'Urbino, he ran with hisdrawn daggerat one
of her servants who had given him somereal orimaginary offence; and theduke
in consequence issued orders for hisbeing confined to his chamber, which he
seems to have donein thisinstance less for punishment than for the purpose of
curing his disorder. To thisend he caused him to be attended by his ablest
physicians, and when convalescent, to be conducted to his delightful pnlace of
Belriguardo. On the subject of heresy, in order more fully to tranquillise his
mind, he had him examined by the inquisitor at Ferrara, who assured poor
Taso in the most affectionate manner that he was both a good and faithful
Catholic, and freely absolved him from &l accusation. But nothing could
satisfy the phantasiesheformed: the sentenceof the Inquisitor hedeemedinvalid,
asthe usual formalitieshadin his case been unobserved; and although Alphonso
repeatedly declared that he was well assured of his fidelity, he still afflicted
himself with"the idea that he had lost the favour of his patron, whom he
harassed with a variety of unnecessary assurances, petitions, and requests.
The Duke at last, either wearied out with his delusions, or willing to try the
effect of rigour, forbade him to write either to himself or to the Duchess of
Urbino. Thiscircumstance increased in atenfold degree histerror and agitation.
A crowd of strange alarms possessed hisfancy, and assuring himself that ho
had no longer any certainty of safety in the Duke s protection, heresolved to
provide for his security by flight. Taking advantage therefore of the first
Solitary moment afforded him. he on the 20th of June Hed from Ferrara, leaving
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behind him &l his manuscripts and books. Dreadinf; pursuit, he sdlected in
hisHight the moat sequestered paths; and having neglected to provide himself
with money, Buffered a variety of hardtdiips on his way. From this period we
are to behold the linest genius of Italy, a prey to frequent sorrow and disease,
wandering from court to court and from city to city, hia splendid fancy darkened
by distress, his health destroyed by imprisonment, and hisnoble heart devoured
at once by the agonies of hoEeles love and the restless ambition of literary
glory,—an object now of the highest admiration, and now of the smcerest pity |

——

CHAPTER |11
FROM HIS FLIGHT FROM FERRARA TO THE DEATH OF LKONORA.

A.D. 1577—1581; set 33—37.

TASSO in a few days entered the territories of Naples, with the intention of
seekingan asylum at Sorrento, with his sister Cornelia, who was now become
a widow, the mother of several engaging children. They had never met since
childhood; but having uniforml%/ ﬁreserved a great affection for each other,
Tasso had no reason to doubt of his being cordially received. The general
mistrust, however, which he had recently imbibed, inspired him with the idea
of putting her affection to the test, before he made himself known : changing
garments therefore with a sheﬂherd, he presented himself before her as a
messenger from her brother, with letters that stated him to be in imminent
risk of his life. Alarmed at this intelligence, she eagerlK inquired of him the
ﬁarticulars; and so touching a picture did he draw of his misfortunes, that
is sster fainted with excess of grief. Being now certain of her love, and
reproaching himself deeply for the pain he had caused her to suffer, he began
to comfort her affliction, and having by degrees prepared her mind for the
event, discovered himself to her, and” found in her embraces and sisterly
tenderness, one of the sweetest consolations he had for a long time known.

Thus welcomed by Cornelia to her beautiful retreat, with the most lovely
and sublime scenery constantly before him, the object of the tenderest
solicitudes and cares,” Tasso soon experienced a sensible improvement both in
health and spirits.  But in proportion as the melancholy humour dissipated,
which had led him to indulge so many apprehensions, arose the suspicion
that he had left Ferrara on too light grounds; and passing quickly, as was
but too much his practice, from one extreme of conduct to the other, he could
not refrain from writing to the Duke and the, Princesses to be restored into
their wonted favour. His applications were noticed by none but Leonora, and
from her reply he sufficiently perceived that it was not in her'power to
befriend him. ~ Restless now, and perfectly unhappy, he took the resolution to
return, and resign his life into the hands of the Duke; and no sooner was he
convalescent from a dangerous sickness with which he had been attacked, than
he departed from Sorrento to execute his design, though contrary to the urgent
advice and entreaties of hissister.

Arrived at Home, Tasso alighted at the house of his agent, who, as well as
the Ferrarese ambassador, received him kindly, and wrote to Alphonso in his
favour. To Scipio Gonzaga and the Cardinal Albano, his equally firm friend,
it did not seem expedient that he should return to Ferrara, even although
he were invited; they advised him to rest content with an assurance of the
Duke's forgiseuess, and the restitution of his papers and effects. Tusso, how-
ever, coutinued his solicitations, and whether uneasy at the hruitlessness of his
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plications, or from a motive yet more strong became eager to returi_to

errara, stimulated, as Maneo ‘imagines, by the letters of Leonora.  The
Duke, after a time, consented to receive him again into his service; but Sl(r.}-
nified, that it was first necessary for him to recognise, in the melancholy
humour with which he was afflicted, the source of al his fears and suspicions,
and that he must firmly resolve to allow it to be cured by the physicinns: he
would not, ho said, blame him for hit past expressions and conceits, but if
when he came back, he did not submit to the prescriptions of his medic
advisers, he should cause the poet to bo expelled from his States, with an
injunction never to return.

- Notwithstanding the coolness of this permission, Tasso submitted to every
thing, promised every thing, and returned to Ferrara in company with the
ambassador. His first reception was courteous and kind, and for some time ho
hud the same access to the Duke and his sisters as before, but whether his
hopes were too high, the frequency and the fervour of his attentions too
troublesome, or the Tnsinuations of hisfoes revived to his prejudice, he soon
began to imagine himself slighted; nor could he wholly restrain his impa-
tience at the circumstance of his writings being still withheld, which he was
above al things desiring of receiving, o polish and correct.  For the purposo
of recovering them, he frequently requested an audience of the Princesses ;
but the door, he informs us, was closed against him by the attendants, some-
times even with disrespect. He had then recourse to the Duke himself, who,
however, refused to see him. Thus repulsed at al points, it is not to be won-
dered at that his patience soon became exhausted; nor that, precluded from
that pursuit of glory which was the reigning, passion of his soul, he should
resolve to seek a surer asylum from mortification and inquietude, in the service
of some other lord.  Accordingly, after thirteen years of devotion, which
merited a better recomCPense, he a second time quitted Ferrara, and bent his
course on foot towards Mantua, hoping that its Duke, who had so highly
favoured his father, would extend to him the like protection. The daughter (if
that prince, however, was on the point of becoming the second wife of
Alphonso; so that, finding his prospects at Mantua by no means promising,
Tasso departed, first to Padua, and afterwards to Venice, having been obliged
to sell, for the supply of his exigences, the collar of gold, and ruby ring,
which, in his happier hours, had™ been presented to him by the Duchess d'
Urbino. At Venice, Maffeo Viniero, a patrician and man of merit, wrote in
his favour to the Grand Dukeof Tuscany; hut beforeareply could be received,
Tasso, with one of his sudden decisions, quitted Venice, and proceeded to the
court of Urbino, where his person and mistortuneswerewell known, and where
he met with, the respect and sympathy most soothing to his wounded mind.

It was not long, however, before "his melancholy returned on him with
added force, and with his melancholy his usual ‘train of suspicions and
imaginary dangers; so that, not deeming himself safe, even at the court of
Urbino, he determined to have recourse to the protection of the Duke of Savoy;
he wrote to that prince a letter full of courtesy and elegance, and, witlumt
littering a word of his intention, withdrew from Urbino, and turned his steps
towards Piedmont. On the road to Vercelli, arriving towards evemgg on the
banks of the Sesia, he found the river so swollen, that the ferryman absolutely
refused to venture over. A storm came on, and Tasso would have remained in
a very forlorn condition, had not a young gentleman whom he encountered,
offered him the hospitality of a neighbouring mansion, where, introducing
him to his father, a man of pleasing and venerable appearance, he was
entertained with the utmost liberality, in aste/le of perfect elegance. Tas
had declined revealing his name; but when, after the circulation of wines and
fruits, their conversation became less reserved, when passing from one subject
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to another, they at length discoursed on the economy of agriculture; our poet
displayed BO much learning, and especially spoke in so sublime a manner of
the creation of the world, and the sun's motions, that his estimable host began
to iaze upon him with greater attention, and after a pause to g "that now
he knew he had entertained a more illustrious guest than he had at first sup-

; and that he was perhaps the person of whom some rumour had spread
in those parts, who, fallen into misfortunes by some human error, was asmuch
deserving of pardon, from the nature of his offence, as hewasin other respects
worthy of admiration and renown." Nothing can exceed the beauty and
repose of the picture which Tasso hasdrawn in his " Dialogue of the Father
of a Family," of the whole romantic incident. But grateful asthe cordiality
of his host must have been, and

"In a strange land,
Suchthings, thevertrifI%g,reechtheheart,"—
the graceful intimation that he stood discovered by his taents, must have
been dear indeed to our poet, and have given, as he sate
" Admiring, listening, quaffing gramolata,"
additional zest to the delightful entertainment. Heremained anight withthe
good old father and hlsfarmIK, and next morning continued his journey. His
money was exhausted; and he was, he tells us compelled to wade on foot,
through mire and water, till he reached Turin. At the gates of Turin, from
anideaof hisinsanity, and from his having no passport to produce, he was
repulsed by the guards, and in great embarrassment, till relieved by accidentally
meeting with Ingegneri, aman of letters with whom he had beén familiar at
Venice, who conducted him to the palace of the Marquis Philip of Este.
This nobleman had known Tasso in his hapﬂ er days at the court of Ferrara;
he could not, without extreme pity, behold the state to which he was reduced;
* he received him with kindness,” lodged him comfortably, and bountifully
supplied al hiswants. Thus hospitably entertained, and presented to Charles
Emanuel, the Prince of Piedmont, who wished to receive him into his service,
with the promise of every advantage that he had formerly enjoyed, Taso once
more began to respire from his afflictions.  Could he have béen satisfied with
acceptingtheproposal sof the Prince, or haveeven beenwillingto continueunder
the mild protection of the Marquis of Este, he might have passed his future
days, perhaps in happiness and peace, but certamIP/ exempt from many of
those calamities which afterwards befel him.  But that unhappy restlessness
of mind, which, whether it arose from melancholy, love, or sorrow, was
always exerting an evil influence on his fortunes, prevented this desirable
event. Theremembranceof Ferrara, and his strong attachment to the Duke
Alphonso, to say nothing of Leonora, joined to a vehement desire to repossess
his manuscripts, began 0 distract him more powerfully than ever. Thus
restless and uneasy, he appealed once more to the efforts of hisfaithful friend,
the Cardinal Albuno, who, making application to the Duke, on the promising
occasion of his marriage, obtained a favourable answer, and Tasso eagerly
solicited of the Marquis permission to depart. But this the prudent noble-
inan, whether he was not fully persuaded of Alphonso's friendly dispostion
to the poet, or whether he believed that Tasso's state of mind was not such as
to permit his presence at the festivities without some disturbance, hesitated for
awhile to give,—counselling him, in the most affectionate manner, to wait at
least till spnng?],. when he himself should be going to Ferrara, to compliment
Alphonso on'his nuptials. It would have been well had Taso listened to this
discreet advice; no argiument, however, could conquer the obstinacy of his
resolution, and taking leave of the Marquis, he set out directly for Ferrara.
Never wasthere an action that morestrongly resembled an impulse of fatality,
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He armed a Ferrarain March, 1579, the day before that on which the
now consort was expected.  Every one was occupled in preparations for her
reception; no one had |eisure to announce his arrival, whilst the ministers of
Alphonso and the gentlemen of the court, from whom he had expected an
affectionate welcome, treated him with cardless indifference, if not with rude
neglect. Under this heavy disappointment, surrounded by scenes in utter
dissonance with his feelings, without even a fixed apartment, seeking in rain
through that vast palace for a place where he might at least indulge repose—
excluded, after the festival was over, from the presence of the Duke and.of
his sisters, neglected, as he thought, by his friends, derided by his enemies,
and the casual sport of insolent domestics, the unhappy Tasso found his
patience sink under the trial: in afit of an%er he gave a loose to his indig-
nation, and publicly breaking out into the keenest invectives against the
House of Eate, cursed the years he hud lost in their ungrateful service, and
retracted al the praises he had lavished on them in his'verses. The Duke,
early enough apprised of his injurious expressions, without considering
whéther he had given any just occasion for them, gave orders for the poet. to
be conducted to the ho3pital of St. Anne, an asylum for lunatics and sick
people of poor condition, where he was at once placed under strict guard, and
treated as a pauper and a madman. ) )

- Nothing could exceed poor Tass0's consternation at this new stroke of
misfortune. Heremained for severa daysin a state of stupor, and when he
recovered from the fever caused by the indignity, it was to bewall his condition
thus pathetically in a letter to Gonzaga. " Ah wretched me! | had expected
to close my life’with glory and renown; but now, oppressed by the burden of
so many calamities, 1 have lost every prospect of reputation and honour.
Indeed, 1 should consider myself as sufficiently happy, if, without suspicion, |
could quench the thirst withwhich | am continually tormented; and if, as one
of the vulgar, I could lead a life of liberty in some poor cottage, if not healthy,
(which 1 can no longer be) at least free from thisanguish. If | were not
honoured, it would be sufficient for me not to be abominated; and if | could
not live after the manner of men. T, would at least quench the thirst that
consumes me, like the brutes, which freely drink from stream and fountain.
Nor do | fear so much the vastness, as the duration of this calamity, and the
thought of this torments me horribly, especidly as in_such a situation | can
neither write nor studz. The fear "too, of perpetual imprisonment increases
my melancholy, and the squalor of my beard, my hair, and habit, exceedingly
annoy me. But, above al, | am afflicted by solitude, my cruel and natural
enemy; which even in my best state, was sometimes so tormenting, that often,
a the most unreasonable hours, | have gonein search of compang." The
Prior of the Hospital was named Agostino Mosti, a Ferrarese of noble birth
and a man of letters.  Some sfympalhy and kindness might Lave been
naturally expected from him, but from “a native moroseness of disposition,
from literary envy, or the command of his superior, his treatment of the poet
was, on the contrary, ruthless and severe.  The affectionate behaviour, how-
ever, of_his nephew Giulio was some compensation for the cruelty of the
uncle.  Thisexcellent youth, ambitious of Tasso's conversation, passed whole
hours in his cell, listening with delight to the recitation of his verses, writing
others to bis dictation, and endeavouring by a thousand ways to mitigate his
sorrows.  His kindness made a deep impression on Torquato's heart; he
speaks of him warmly in many of his letters —addresses him affectionately in
his verses; and a number of our poet's compositions at this period, copied out
and thus preserved to posterity, remain asan honourable and enduring record
of this young man's benevolence and goodnees.

Tusso, nutlong after hisimprisonment, appealed to the mercy of Alphonso
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in acanzone of great beauty, couched in terms so respectful and pathetic, as
must have moved, it migl t be thought, the severest bosom to relent. It
eommencea thus—
TO THE DUKE OF FERRARA.
0 magnanimo figlio.
lorious prince, magnanimous Increase
Of reat Alcides* 'whose paternal worth
Thou dost transcend ! to thee who in sweet peace
From trolublous exile to thy royal hear
Recelved'st me erst, ?]gl;arn once arn
| turn, andfar ntfrom my knee,
geyesrnclrne to thée
My lips, Tong erent I unclosein pain
nd unto thee, but not of thee, complain.
Turn thy mild eyes, and see, where avile crowd
Thron —Whereth%Pauperprnes the sick man moans,
where with death on his shrunk cheeks, aloud
y once-loved servant 3
Where, by athousand sorrowswrun his eyes
Grown dimand hollow, hisweak limbs devoid
Ofvrtal humour, wasting, and annoyed
By dirt and darkness he rg]nobl ylies,
Envyr ng thesordid [ot of whom
PI ty comeswhich cheerstherr pa nfuI doom.
is spent, and court ES{I to me
Grown adem sound, if in thy noble breast
Thra// SIglgnot what |II|m|tabIe
rusfies.on my soul distrest |
What joy for Tasso'now remar ns? aas
The starsin heaven the nobles of the earth
Are sworn ag ¥ al that pass,
War with the strains 1o Whrch my harp gives birth;
Whilst | to dl the angs%/ host make plea
In yain for mercy, mo q all to theg!

The heart of Alphonso was however impregnable to the appeal, and Tasso
inanother noble ode had recourse to the Princesses, whose pity he rnvoked
in the name of their own mother, who had known herself, If not tho like
horrors, the like solitude of |mpr|sonment and bitterness of soul.

TO THE PRINCESSES OF FERRARA.
0O flglie di Renata.

Ehters of lorn Renee grve ear! to ou
| tal in whom birth ){ Sense r
Vrrtue gentrlr}y and glor rue
re in stich perfect harmr,?ny combi ned
gou my sorrows | unfold—a scroll
Of |tterness—m¥wrongs m ﬁrrefs my feara,
f m taJe— annot tell' the whole’
But by rebellioustears !
I'will"recal you to yourselves, renew
Memory of me, (?/our courtesies, your smite
Of gracrouikrlnt ness, and (vowed dl to you)
%a then I gwas Wh am what, woe the white!
IGarnj |egd eﬁi ttr? rf]rom vp]rhtence what sar
uided me hither: “w owr 0
Confines, and W?] }orfree?fom grieved,
Premised me hope, yet strII that hope decalved!

* Hercules11., Duke of Ferrara.
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_wordsarewe%ﬁ and Pew, t%etears_which grief
ringsout, areeloquent eno%?h; | pine

For my loved lutes, lyres, laurels: for the shine
Of suris, for m: ﬂear Stul ,orts,_mglate.
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azzi ;fdac , Wherelate| sate, .
Now the] oved servant, ngw thesocia friend,—
For health destroyed, for freedom at an end,
Th%gfﬂ oom—thesolitude—the'eternal grate—
éﬂ orthelawstheCharltleﬁprovllde,

==

agony | to medenied! denjed!

rom my sweet brotherhood of men, das,
Whoshutsmeout!—————— .

Although no notice seems to have been taken to the poet himself of this
most touching address, it cannot be supposed that the two sisters read it
without commiseration, and an earnest desire to mitigate the harshness of
their brother's treatment. But great as their influence was with him, the
resentment which lie cherished was of a nature not to be appeased. In vain
the Emperor Roriolph and the Cardinal Albert of Austria, his brother, in vain
the Prince of Mantua, brother of the new Duchess, interceded in Tasso'a
behalf. It was the Duke's reply to all, that his purpose in confining him,
was only to benefit and cure him; and that whenever he might become
'tonvalescent, he should be set at liberty. Thus disappointed on &l hands,
and with the prospect before him of perpetual captivity, the unhappy object
of his merciless prescription sank into a state of the deepest melancholy.
" Nor do | lament," nays he, " that my heart is deluged with aimost constant
misery; that my head is always heav?;, and often painful; that my flight and
hearing are much impaired: and that al ray frame is become spare and
meagre; but passing al these with a short sigh, what | would bewail is the
infirmity of my mind My mind sleeps, not thinks; my fancy is
chill, and forms no pictures; my negligent senses will no longer furnish the
images of things; my hand is UP%ISh In writing, and my pen seems as if it
shrunk from the office; | feel asif 1 were chained in all my operations, and as
if | were overcome by an unwonted numbness and oppressive stupor.”

His power of composition at |ength returned, though slowly, and towards
the conclusion of the year 1580, in a letter to Gonzaga, he describes himsdlf as
having recovered in a great measure from his languor.

A new source of ?rief, however, occurred to disturb his growing tran-
quillity. Ten cantos of his " Gerusalemme " made their appearance at Venice,
full of errors and mutilations, after a very imperfectcopy in possession of the
Duke of Tuscany, plratedel(?/ Celio Malaspina, who dedicating the edition to a
senator of Venice, obtained the privilege of the republic for its publication,
if Tasso thought that his poem in its best state was still imperfect, what must
have been hisregret and indignation at the sight of it thus mangled | He
complained to the Senate of Venice, and to that of the Grand Duke; but the
injury was done; and when the first ebullition of his wrath was past, he
endeavoured to lose all remembrance of the evil in more available pursits.
Besides his delightful " Dialgﬁue of the Father of a Familel/," which ‘he now
wrote, he collected together all the fugitive pieces which he composed during
the last two years, chiefly in prison, and inscribed them in a short, but elegant
address, to the two Princesses. " | dedicate," he says, " to your Illustrious
Excellencies these verses, composed by me in these last years of mK unhappi-
ness, that it may be seen that neither the malignity of men, nor the severity
of fortune, has the power to deprive mo either of the sense of your deserts, or
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of the desire to honour and to serveyou. . . . May you livehappy!" Th'
Duchess d'Urbino shewed herself very sensible of this mark of his estéem ; hut
Leonorawas unfortunately far from "being: able to read either the versesor
dedication She had been long labouring under the attacks of a severe
malady, and afew months more sufficed to carry her immaturely to the grave.
stf1eh died with resignation and Christian hope, Feb 10, 1581, in the 44ih year
of her age.

A lefter is extant of Taas0's to Panigarolo, a celebrated preacher at that
time in Ferrara, written during her illness, in which he intreats him to kies
in his name the hand of Leonora, and to say that he prayed for her recoveiy.
He offers dso affectionately, if such should be her desire, to send for her
amusement the productions of his Muse. Her death affected him deeply. It
has been too hastily concluded by Serass, by Dr. Black, and all other writers
on the subject, that because he added nothing to the voluminous effusions that
were published on her death by the servile band of rhymers round the court,
he scattered no poetical flowers over the tomb of the Princess. There area
thousand reasons why the proud and noble mind of Taaao would scorn to
compete in public with these minions of a man who wronged him ; but let the
reader peruse the following secret tributes, so applicable to the situation of
both parties, and judge for himself whether the long-loved L eonora passed
away from earth, without some "melodious tears" from the lute of her

admirer.
ON THE DEATH OF A BEAUTI FUL LADY.

" Non suol mat vaga damma."

Ne'er did the thirsty hart so fly, .

When fiery summer scorched its frame,
To the cold water-brooks, as |,

Unhappy ! to the ardent flame.
And art thou gone, my gentle star ?

Oh suns! oh skies! " oh ye, my sweet
Familiar customs! the warm war

| used to wage, €en in the heat
Of her coy cheek and colouring brow !

So rosy then, so icy now!
But the following is perhaps yet more unequivocal.
ON THE DEATH OF A BEAUTI FUL LADY,

"La bellafianrna, che,m' ardeva il core,
Dove le suefaville to serbo e cdo."

Theflamethat late my heart consumed,
Whose sparks | cherish and conceal,
Is quenched on earth, but reillumed
In heaven,—in radiant pomp to wheel
Amidst those other lights which there
Perpetual bliss and glory share.

There | behold it beam with love
When Night her sable curtain spreads,
And scatters o'er the mead and grove
Her hoary frost,—it shines and sheds,
| fedl it shed around, a sweet
Assurance of congenial heat.

Sweet Flame, but now a lovely Star |
If €er you ruled, whilst here you stayed,
M%dubl ous footsteps near and far,
h, now that thou'rt immortal made,
From these wild rocks and billows dark,
Guide to cam rest my weary bark!
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The assertions of Serassi indeed on the whole subject of the loves of Tasso
and Leonora, are to he received with the utmost caution. Dedicating his
work to a Princess of the same house* it is his evident aim to guard the
family of Este from the imagined degradation of the world's belief that a lady
of Leonoras rank could stoop to become enamoured of her brother's pen-
sioner ; whilst his frequent representation of her as a temple of chastity,
would lead one to imagine that the world regarded her as having engaged
with Taso in acriminal intrigue, rather than as having indulged with him’
in the simple luxury of loving. The Abbe's apparent sense of some necessity
for discountenancing the idea of their mutual passion, has even led him to
suppress part of a letter from Tasso to one of his friends, in which the poet
avows his love in the most undisguised manner—an instance of disingenuous-
ness that must excuse us from placing any reliance on his statements or views
in this particular. A living writer on the question has well observed, "that
Serass seems throughout to be labouring with a secret, or at least with a per-
suasion, which he is a aloss in what manner honestly to conced."*! His
representations would tend to the conclusion, that the love of Tass for the
Princess is little more than a popular fable; it may not therefore be amiss to
devote a few pages to the inquiry, and to support the positions alreadv
advanced, by those farther proofs which may be gathered from the poet's
writings, and the lucid arguments of Ginguene.

In this inquiry, it will be wholly unnecessary to revert to a consideration
of the three Leonoras in the tale of Manso, or of the fabled and exploded kiss.
Of the former, one is proved to have been a misnomer; nor is there any valid
reason for supposing that Taso's attention to sanvituli, the second, was more
than a means to secure to him, in the jealous court of Ferrara, the counten-
ance of so powerful a patron, or than a mask to his love for the sister of
Aiphonso. To Leonora of Este, he submitted all his compositions; and
whilst sonnets arid canzoni are addressed to Sanvitali in the most un-
disguised manner, those to the Leonora of Ferrara are involved amost uni-

* MariaBeatrice dEste, wife of the Archduke Ferdinaadof Austria. When | first
read Serass, | could not help suspecting that the love of Tasso for Leonora was a
theme somewhat distasteful to the feelings of this august personage. = Since the text
was put to press, | have met with an anecdote which clearly shows this to have been
the case, and | am now in my mind perfectly satisfied as o the cause of the good
Abbe's reticences in this particular. The anecdote is a curious one, and of too much
importance to be left unrecorded here. " Intheyear 1816" says the Count Stendhal,
in his "Lifeof Rossini," " | was in one of the largest cities of Lombardy. Some rich
amateurs, who hud established acitizens' theatre there, splendidly decorated, conceived
theidea of celebrating the arrival within their walls of the Princess Beatrice d'Kste.
themother-in-law of the Emperor Francis. They caused an entirely new opera, both
words and music, to be prepared in her honour, which is the greatest compliment that
can be_PaJd to any onein Italy. The poet founded the opera on acomedy by Goldoni,
called Torquato Tasso. The music was composed in aweek; the piece was put in
rehearsal; everything proceeded rapidly; when, on the very evening before the
performance, the Princess'sChamberlain called on some of thedistinguished citizens
who intended to do themselves the honour of singing before her, and told them, tha.
it was not very respectful to recal, in the presence of a princess of the House of Este, the
name of Tasso—a man who had behaved so ill to that illustrious family."  The citizens,
like good _subg ects of the modern Ostrogoth, respected the illustrious lady's sensibility
to the subject, "and the name of Lope de Vega was substituted for that of Tasso! ™
The world is, doubtless, fixed in its opinion_ as to the individual who had most cause
of complaint; but, passing such considerations, what | would infer is, that a Princess
who could soil| endurethename of Tasso asto proscribeit in acasual entertainment,
would be certain to exert her influence to have her scruples gratified in awork of so
much importance as Serass's, and on aquestion in which her {Jrlde of rank was so
Ultimately concerned, before she gave permission for the work to be dedicated to her.

Hobhouse. Illustrationsto the 4tb Canto of " ChildeHarold."
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formly in a vell of studied secrecy, in the true spirit of tie following
address:

"Ode, go thou forth in secret, born of love
And holy zcal to her white hand, and pray,
Pray her to hide thee twixt her breasts and veil,
From sight of heaven and men!"

~ Sometimes, in the manner of Petrnrch, he celebrates her under the dis-
guise of OrA, AUrA, andADROTA; sometimes under an artificial combination
of words which would connect into her name, as in his verses " On a charming
Mouth," whichthusconclude;
Seferir brami, scendi al petto, scendi,
E di s degno cor tue straw ONORA. |
~ And yet more clearly at the finish of the canzone written to her on his
first arrival at Ferrara—
Elemierime...
Cheson vili e mylette, senon quanta
CostenLeONOKA. co 'l bel nome santo.
And my rhymes.. -..
Worthless and poor, savé inasmuch as she,
Of her most holy and enchanting name,
Does them the HONOUR.

Thiscomposition, it may bewell to bear in mind, was written many yaars
before his acquaintance with the Countess of Sctmdiano. )
There are some remarkable expressions in the verses on the name of his
Lady, in which the same disguised echo is preserved.
DelL' ONOR simulacro, € il nome vostro,

Thy nameisHONOUR'Ssymbol, wholly fair,

Fit for an angel like thyself to bear;

The swan, not siren's music forms its sound,

The ciphers purple on a golden ground.

Go, search on high from star to star to find

The things most precious, shining, and refined,
Bring gems from earth, bring pearls from the blue sa
Their various glories shew combined in thee.
Whence he who named thee wished to represent
Thy rich perfections and divine descent,

Ashe who formed thee, with his mind pursued
The Weal linage of celestial (rood.

And thou, MINE IDOL* form'st in soul and frame
The living echo to that perfect name;

Nor is it beauty's fault, it in the stir

Of passion, men make love to it, and err.

 These proofs of strong atfection are perhaps %/a more certainly confirmed
in a sonnet and canzone dictated by jealousy, when the hand of Leonorawas
demanded by aprince, of theduke, her brother. Leonora, however, declined
the offered honour, and it was after fifteen years of constancy that Tasso
addressed, avowedly to her, the remarkable linesin which heassures her that
length of time hasnot in the least diminished hisaffection.

TO LEONORA OF ESTE.
Perchein giovenil volto Amor mi mostri.

Though, princely Lady, Love sometimes appears
To me, with roses in his smiling face,

My fifteen years of woe, ray fifteen years
Of fruitless song he cares not to efface.

* IDOL MIQ.
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. 3 A Ine,
Yet i(r’\mfts casket treasures?%?ms more fair y .
Than gemsor corals, pearlsor purples fine.
Thiswould it whisper in asigh solow,
Solow, yetstill soaudibleand sweet,
Asmlﬁht inducetheiciest heart to glow,
Withthelikeamorouslanguishment and hest.

But of thy graces, its delightful wealth,
So avariciousisit now become,

Asnot to whisper of them ev'n by stealth,
But Initsdf to woo them and bedumb.

Dr. Black, influenced by the representations of Serass, finds a great objec-
tion to the reality or fervour of Tasso's love in the age of Leonora, whiih was
thirty when they became acquainted ; as if the passion, in ayouth of twenty-
one, wore a nice distinguisher of this difference of age;—as if its very first
operation in the mind were not to break down every such barrier, which cool
calculation might be disposed to raise, that the heart may abandon itself at
will to the delicious emotions of its new existence. " But," says Ginguene, as
it were in reply to such futile reasoning, «' Leonora was still "handsome, was
intelligent, attached to poetry and the fine arts, fond of retirement, delicate
in health, and averse to the follies of the world. The elfect of all these qualities
combined, upon ayoung ﬂoet full of sensibility, could easily efface that of the
inequality of age; whilst the easy access which he obtained, the lively interest
which he'inspired, the intimacy induced by his recitations, and the testimonies
of her admiration for his verses, might dissipatewith no less ease theinequality
of rank.  Tasso could not conceal from himself the boldness of his pretensions,
but at his age, penetrated, as every thing tends to make us believe, with an
emotion as pure as the object that excited it, and relying on this very purity
for his hope of success, if he dreaded the fate of Icarus and Phaoton, he reas-
sured himself by other examples which poetic fable presented to hisimagina-
tion, and which wrapt his heart in a pleasing illusion. 'Ah! what can
terrify,” he says, 'in a high enterprise, him who puts his confidence in
Lovel What "cannot Love effect, which subdues the Celestials themselves?
It drew from the spheres the chaste Diana, captivated with a mortal's charms;
it raised to the spheres the charming boy of Mount Ida' Such is the literal
translation of one of his Sonnets, which can have neither another object, nor
another sense.” ) ) i o

Again, before leaving Ferrara for France, with the Cardinal Luigi d'Este,
Teso, as we have seen, made a will, and left it in the hands of one of his
friends. In this, amongst other things devised, he says,—With regard to
my compositions, it is my wish that al my Love-sonnets and madrigals should
be collected and published; but with regard to those, which, whether amator
or not, | have written for any friend, my request is that they be buried wit
myeelf, excepting this one only.

OrcheL' AUKA mia dolce aurove spira.

Now that my dulcet Ze’ahyr seekstoblow .
Through other woodlands, whowouldlinger here!
Wherethegreen vaegrowsgloomy, and theyear
Takes the black tint, of misery and of woe.
Here not oneray ofjoy IS togow,, )
Love becomes'rustic, and consorts with swains,
Feedstherude herds, nor in the noon disdains
To turn the furrow, or the mead to mow.
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0 happy groves! blest plains! where birdand, brute,
TreeSand ruderocks have senseto rate aright
The charming sound of her approaching foot;
Wheat influencenow hasnot her dul cetlight,
If, asshe goes or stays, it makeserewhile
The city frown, and the dark forest smile!

What is there in this sonnet to render Tasso so peculiarly desirous of its
being preserved from oblivion ?  We see that it presents at the ecmmencement
one of those disguisements of name of which mention has been made! It
must have been written on Leonora's departure for the country on some occa
sion, or of her too long continuance there. Some interesting association of
this kind connected with it, can alone account for his desire to have a com-
position preserved, so inferior, in a poetical point of view, to those he was in
the habit of composing.*

But what is most worthy of remark in tins instrument, is the appeal to the
Princess with which it closes. "Should an impediment take plase in any of
these matters, | intreat Sig. Hercules to have recourse to the favour of the
most excellent Madam Leonora, which, for the love | bear her! she will
liberally grant." Who but must clearly perceive in this appeal the fond
project of a lover, to occupy, in case it were his fortune to perish in a distant
country, the memory of her whose image was stamped upon his heart?

A fresh confirmation of the conclusions which we draw from these various
proofs, isto be found in the beautiful portrait be has drawn of the Princess,
tinder the name of Sophronia, in the second canto of his "Geruaalemme."
Every one recognised Leonora in that Virgin of mature age, full of high
thoughts and principles sublime, whose beauty in her own eyes had no other
value than as it added to the lustre of her virtues, whose greatest merit was to
hide her virtues in the shade, and to shun in this seclusion the praise and
admiration of men. Every one in Ferrara caled up the image of Leonora,
in his description of Sophroma'swalking through the streets of the city, veiled
and with downcast eyes, in a manner no leas coy than graceful, with an air
which excited a doubt whether she would conceal or heighten her charms,
whether it were chance or art that so gracefully disposed her garments. But
all did not pay the like attention to Olindo, her young lover, who is repre-
sented asmodest as Sophroniawasbeauti ful , whofeared much, hoped little, and
Eresumed in nothing. Can it be doubted that Tasso, in the first transports of

is passion, had wished in Olindo to repiewnt himself! that the idea had
frequently crossed his fancy of dying for the woman he adored, and that he
eagerly seized this occasion to express the desires which, in his own person,
he did not dare to avow | The Episode has been generally looked upon as a
fault in his fable; all the friends whom he consulted, considered it as such;
every one insisted on its being cancelled; he perceived, he acknowledged it
himself to be a defect, yet steadily refused his consent to the sacrifice: even
the perfection of his poem, on which were set al his hopes of glory, yielded
in this instance to an Interest more dear.

But the affection of Tasso for Leonora, ardent as it was, was subject to
occasiond inequalities and checks We have seen him in company with the
Duchess d'Urbino, giving himself up at Casteldurante for several montha to a
round of agreeable pursuits, which presuppose between Leonora and himself
some coolness. A letter, which he wrote to her at the time, bearing tracea OB
his side of a latent jealousy, favours the supposition. " | have not," he

* Note, that thissonnet waswritten someyearsheforethearrival of Sanvitali at

thecourt of Ferrara, which occurred In 1576, whilst Taso'sjourney to Francetook
place in 1571. It could therefore bear no reference to her,

{'"PER AMOR MIO"
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eommenecs, "written to your Excellency for go many months, rather from
defect of subject than want of inclination, and this will appear from the
smallness of the cause upon which | take occasion to do myself that honour. 1
send your Excellency a sonnet, as my usher to your memory, for / think 1
recollect having promisedtosend you all my new compositions. - This sonnet has
little resemblance to those beautiful ones which | supposeyou arein the daily
habit of receiving ; and indeed it is as poor in wit and art, as | myself' am
ingood fortune. In my present state, however, it is impossiblefor me to
do better; and | send it, as, whether good or bad, it will effect what | desire.
Do not think, however, that | have at present such vacancy of thought, as to
have in my heart any room for love ; it expresses not S‘renc}/ own feelings, (or
perha,)s it might not have been so bad), but was composed at the request ofa
poor lover, who having for some time past quarrelled with his mistress, can
hold out no longer, but isforced to capitulate, and demand compassion.
Nothing further remains for me to say, except that the stay of Madam, your
sister, is rather protracted, than otherwise, so that | believe shewill not depart
for Ferrara before the 18th of this month. | most humbly kiss your hands.
From Casteldurantc, the 3rd of t. 1573
Thefollowing is atranslation of the sonnet.
Sdegno, debil guerrier, campione avdace !

Bold in defiance, but in war most weak,

Wrath | thou hast brought me with blunt arms to face

Love, who with radiant shafts and glowing grace

Stands to claim vengeance for {njufious pique.

Thy lance is snapt, pale turns thy crimson cheek,

At'thefirst fanning of his golden'wing;. .

What if thou wait'st il from the sounding string

The arrow leaps ? rash tool, forgiveness seek!

| cr){(you ?race, | stretch the languid hand,

MykneesT bend, and naked lay my breast:
If fight you will, let pity for mé stand,
She will acquire me fame, or death at least;

For if one tear flows, death will prove renown,

And sad submission a triumphal ‘crown |

This letter and sonnet contain important disclosures. Serassi, who has

pablished the former, very justly concludes that the sonnets which Leonora
was in the habit of receiving, were those of Pignaand Guarini. But it iseasy
to see farther, Guarini, who aways prided himself on rivalling Tasso, was
doubtless the one whose assiduities and verses had given him umbrage; he
had wished to supplant him, had met with resistance, was piqued, and in
this disposition had departed for Casteldurante with Lucretia.  The enjoyments
wliich he there met with, had for atime beguiled his thoughts; he had passed
several months without writing even to Leonora; but the anger he had in-
dulged was weakened, love regained its wonted ascendancy; he eagerly
desired to return, and sent as his precursor this Sonnet, which possesses great
interest, if such were the state of affairs between them, but none, if it were
otherwise. He surely did compose at that time verses much more worthy, in
a poetical point of view, to be sent to the Princess;* this fnble, therefore, of

* 1thinkit highly probablethat the following exquisite little lament waswritten
at thistime, and on thisoccasion.
Lunge da voi, ben mio!

Distant from thee, my Love, | have, alas|

Nor life, nor heart,—I am not what | Was;

But a dim shadow, alamenting sound,

A weeping echo struck from ruias round'

It is thy gift, but such the agony

That my ‘soul sickens, and | Tong to diel
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the poor lover, whom he pretends to serve as an interpreter of his sentiments,
must be regarded as an invention devised to operate upon her feelingsin a like
manner with the testamentary gopeal, when he parted for France. "In a
word," says Ginguene, " | regard as one of the clearest proofs of the passion
of Tasso for Leonora, what the good Abbe* Serass has given as a testimony,
which ought to end all doubts, of hisindifference and coolness to her."
~ Theevidence thuscited mustbe, | think, sufficiently conclusive; but there
is one other composition addressed to Leonora of Este, more beautiful perhaps
than all the rest, and of amore peculiar importance, from the admission it
contains with reference to the verses he addressed to other beauties. It i§
entitled in his "Rime,"
THE HURTFUL COLDNESS.
Allor, che ne' mi@ spirti intepidissi.

When the bleat heat grew cold whichthou, sweet flame!

Shedstin mﬁ eagle pirit, | e -

A hoarse. dull bird of the' vale, and life has been

A wearyingburden or aworthlessscene.

Since—1 oflove h enothmga/vrltnor sung,

Or If some ditties have escaped my tongue

In truant sgr%rt, I oft have felt disdain ~

For the attempts, and thou no noble strain

Hast heard, nolyriceertoberenowned

But feeble chatterings of a vacant sound.

|_am but a discordant [ute, but like )

The' unvalued Igre which dl chance-fingers strike,

Learned or unléarned, and which in various tones

Now mildly murmurs, and now harshly moans.

Sounds the dear song; an ,og(ljy when | frame
My thoughts to Love, Illumined’by the fire
thy bright eyes, does Love the'words inspire.

How far Leonora corresponded to this ardent love, must ever remain an
inscrutable mystery.  We only know, that to whatever degree she requited it,
it was insufficient to satisfy his high ambition. " Sure I"am," says the un-
happy man soon after his imprisonment, in aletter to Gonzaga, wherein he
describes the horrors of his gaol, " sure | am, that if she who has corresponded
BO little to my attachment wore to see me in such a state, and in such affliction,
she would have some compassion on me!" ~ This was, however, written whilst
he was smarting under the recent infliction of intolerable wrong,—and has
been suppri by Serass, because some correspondence of attachment it
distinctly proves. 'Little asit might seem to poor Tasso at this crisis, it was
doubtless greater in reality than he was aware of, it being the policy, and
perhapsthe prudenceof woman, to conceal from the aspirant to her heartthefull
Strength of the emotions with which he may inspire her. But, as Love burns
necessarily out, without some ray of hope, however slight, toenliven it, we may
safely conclude that there were many gracious tokens on her part shewn from
time'to time, to P_rwerve in the soul of her admirer for seventeen years a passon
fervent as at first. Of this in his smaller poems there are many scettered
indications, but in no instance is it more visible than in the following short
composition, which has to the fancy al the truth of anecdote.

THE AMOROUS ACCIDENT.
Sava Madonna ad ud balcon soletta.

My lady at abalcony alone

One day was standing, when | chanced to gretch
My arm on hers; pardon | %gged, If o

| had offended her; she sweefly answered.
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"Not by the placing of thy arm hast thou .
Displeased me aught, but by withdrawing it
Do'| remain offended I ™ O fond words|
Dear little lovewords, short, but sweet, and courteous
Caurteous as sweet, affectionate as coirteous!
If it were true and certain what | hear

shall be always seeking not fo' offend thee,

Repeating the great bliss™ but, my sweet life,
By al my eagerness therein, remember-

here there i's no offence, there must be no,
No visiting of vengeancel

A circumstance of this nature, how long would it not remain engraven on
a lover's mind; what hopes would it not reasonably excite, what fears not
dissipate ; how clearly would it not speak to his heart of esteem and ripening
attachment! _This is not however by any means the only proof cited of his
Lady'sgruce. Thoseslightsignsof emotion inthecountenanceor thebehaviour,
trifling to al but alover, but all-eloquent with him,—" the graceful inclina-
tion of the head, the sweet look that says,'| glow in the flame,' the blush
across the face, the melancholy sigh, the joyous smile* al were treasured
up in his bosom, and recorded in his verses. .

From the poet's enumeration, however, of his amorous troubles, no less
than from hisfrequent complaints of his Lady's severity, | am ready to believe
that Leonoramight be at all times on her guard to prevent the testimonies
of her peculiar esteem from being remarked by thejealous court in which she
lived, and that she was often induced to call up a passing frown, in order to
baffle observation, or to mitigate presumption. Shemust havebeen well aware
of the precipice on which she stood in the indulgence of any marked par-
tiali(tf/ towards a dependent of her brother's court, when she had refused the
hand of princes, when she caled to mind the imprisonment to which her
mother had been consigned on renouncing Catholicism, and finally, Alphonzo's
ﬁride of rank, and bitter persecution of those who once in redlity offended

im. These remembrances, to say nothing of the ﬁrudentla] considerations
suggested by womanly reserve, must have induced her to act with extreme
caution in bestowing her encouragements. As to the imputed indifference
which the Princess is supposed to have exhibited for the misfortunes of Tasso,
and the little effort she made to obtain his liberty, with the conclusion which
some would thence deduce, that her heart was never interested in his behalf,
"this," observes Foscolo with great truth, " is one of the negative arguments
founded on a hypothesis that may bo easily destroyed by a thousand others

ually plausible. Was not the Princess anxious to avoid her own ruin? In
taking too warm an interest for the poet, did she not risk destroying herself
without saving him? A poet who dared to love a princess of Este, and a
princess who had encouraged him, were, in the view of Italian statesmen,
scandal's whichcould not even be spoken by any, without rendering them guilt
of high treason."!—But onwhat ground dothesesuppositionsrest ? what proofs
are there that Leonora did not exert'her utmost influence to lighten hiscalami-
tiesand terminate the horrors of hiscaptivity ? His continuance in prison?
Nothing is more likely than that he whose mind wasrankling with resentment
whose m was proof'alike to the pathetic appeals of the poet and the en-
treaties of sovereign princes, would turn a deaf ear even to a sister's interces-
gons  That shedid intercede for him is sufficiently clear from a remarkable
expression in his Canzone to the Princesses. " Chi mi guido," he exclaims,
in dlusion to the star whose influence had attracted him twice to Ferrara, in
despite of the urgent remonstrances of his friends,

* Rime.
* On theLvvie Poetry of Tasso; N. M. Maa. for Oct., 1822, p. 373,
2
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. "Ovemi trovo.
ChImIF]UIdO'—_ o
Lasso ' chi m'affido,chi mi dusal”

) " What star
Guided me hither ? .
Andwho, das, when| for freedom grieved,

Promised me hope, yet still that hope deceived?'

The whole tenor of the compositions we have cited, al the p resumptions
of probability, and dl the arguments of reason, concur to answer, Leonora.

Tasso, however, the ever sanguine, and ever disappointed Tasso, notwith-
standing the inefficacy* of his appeals to her tenderness and pity, seems to
have long cherished the remembranceof her kindnessesand virtues; and it was
doubtless on a review of their mutual affection, after the poignancy of his
affliction for her loss had been softened by time, that the following lines were

written.
THE MEMORY OF PAST LOVE.
Dolce animetta mia.!

My life, my dulcet little soul I oh when

Shal | refurn to the dear spot, or near it,
Where we were so conjoined, and so divided?

But a fond glance of the eye, apleasant smile,

A courteous salutation, a kind nod,

Two blessed love-words, and two sighs, shall be
Of my so long, long sufferings the feward,—
Or rather the fresh tortures—ties, bonds, chains,
Torches, and darts, and arrows, totransfix,

Bind, and inflame me till!

R S—

CHAPTER V.
FROM THE DEATH OF LEONORA TO HIS OWN DECEASR.
A.D, 1581—1595; set. 37—51

TASSO had now been two years in confinement, with no farther mitigation of
the calamity, than the removal, a few months before Leonoras death, to a
somewhat more comfortable apartment, where, to use his own expression, he
could philosophise and walk about. His former dungeon had been terrible
enough, situated as it was below the ground floor of the hospital, damp, and
dimly lit from above by a grated window from a small yard, about nine paces
long, between five and six. wide, and about seven to the roof, which was
vaulted. It was from this dreadful cell that he addressed to Alphonso and
the two princesses, the pathetic Odes which have been quoted, and which, for
the honour of humanity, | am willing to hope had some effect in producing the
desirable change. To the greater commodiousness which this new apartment

in size over the former, may be added that of admitting from its
window on high the cheerful sunshine and fresh air. The following verses

* | should perhgos have said "Iittleeffica% " sinceit is by no meansimprobable
that Tas0's removal to a more comfortable ceéll was the resilt of her intercessions.

T It has been out of my power to make room for the originas of al the verses |
have translated: but having given the commencing lines, I'invite the Italian reader
to an attentive perusal of them.

T Such is the description of the cell shewn to this day as the spot of Tasxo'
Imprisoument. '
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to Alphonso present a picture of his feelings, shortly after hie remova

thither.
TO THE DUKE OF FERRARA.
Menovello Ission rapida aggira.

Me, like anew Ixion, the swift wheel
i forune whir sround, el oh o o
WitR Tools uprased to the MOR bars that sed
My bounded sight, through which the sunbeams steal,
IArr11d gI%d fror(? Eustlln I&G\I& thgdbreezes bl O}N
ave burned, languished, pr in songs of woe,
Yet st?ll no mild ncesson%%lthe'
Won from thy wrath! now, in this den profound,
My pangs and ancient malady are grown

an
Ch Cgethen, O great Alphonso, not
My cal, but doom; and i the Fates decree
Thisrevolution, let me move round thee!
~ Tothisapplication no answer was returned, and it was doubtless under the
indignation excited by such neglect, that he composed his sublime appea

TO THE SPIRIT OF HERCULES II. DUKE OF FERRARA.
Alma grande d'Alcide, |0 so, che miri,

Spirit celestial! well | know
Thou mark'st the rigour of thy race,
Who in unwonted modes of woe
Turn from me, with disdainful face.
Their angry frowns, my tuneful tears
Thy waim regards, | know, have won;
From thy blest'seat above the spher
The wandering stars and glorious sun,—
Ministrant to thy loved behests,
ommand sorme messenger to fly,
And breathe in their resentful bréasts
The breath of warm humanity.
Sound in the' Oppressor's heart, " Why so
Degenerate grown, my son, from mé,
Shaming his worth, whase Iov%below
Bequeathed such dignity to thee ?
"Thou mild? thoujust? totruth| toright|
To en's 0Wn VoIce, injurious man |
Wilt thou be ever deaf, and slight
The music of thy murmuring Swan ?*

The apathy of Alponso rendered others callous to the poet's claims for pity,
and encouraged several to repeat the piracy of Malaspina  Ingegneri was the
first of these. He was, it is said, desirous of vindicating his friend's glory,
endangered by Malaspina's mutilated edition, and for this purpose transcribed
an authenticated copy, of which he published at the sametime two impressions,
the one at Cawlmag%one, the other at Parma* and dedicati n%fthem both to
Charles Emmanuel, Duke of Savoy,became both patronised by this prince, and
enriched by the speculation. Thereis _nothlng_to induce us to believe thatTasso
was at all the gainer by this " vindication of hisglory:" we only know thatthe
two editions were sold in afew days; that Malaspina, surpassed by Ingegneri,
surpassed him in his turn, in giving a new edition after amore complete copy,t
bud in shortly after renewing the edition, which he managed to make yet more

*Thefir? n 4to, thi secon in 12mo.
Venetia, 1581, 4to.
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correct and profitable,* without even consulting the author concerning it.
Finally, ayoung Ferrarese attached to the court, and one of Tas0's intimate
acquaintances, undertook to publish a new edition of the " Gerusdemme,"
superior to all that had hitherto appeared. Febo Bonna, this new editor, had
the advantage of consulting the original manuscript, as well as the author
himself, and his edition made its appearance at Ferrara, dedicated to the Duke
Alﬁhonso. and was presented expreﬁl)r/]_ to that Prince in the name of the
unhappy author. But the haste with which it had been prepared for the press
having "been the means of introducing several errors, the same person imme-
(diately produced another impression,—the first, according to Fontanini, that
could be regarded as correct. Even this was surpassed, three months after, by
theParmaedition, in which the " Gerusalemme Liberata" appeared asit now
remains, and which served as amodel to all subsequent editors.t Thusin the
course of a single year, seven editions had made their appearance; one of
which, we know, from In%egnerl's admission, was to the extent of 1300
coples,_ and some of the others were probably equally numerous. In the
following year six more editions saw thelight, and, in short, the diligence of
the printers could scarcely keep pace with the avidity of the public. )
n the midst of this great glory, whilst al Italy rang with praises.of his
poem, and whilst the editors and booksellers were enriching themselveswith
the fruit of hislong years of |abour, poor Tasso was languishing in cruel
captivity, neglected by the Prince who should have protected his interests,
persecuted in a hundred petty ways by his inhuman gaoler, destitute of the
most necessary comforts, reduced to beg, during the vintage which enlivened
al Ferrara, for asmall supply of wine, not so much to fill his heart with
gladness, as to deaden the weight of his affliction. The Sonnet in which he
makes this request is no loss beautiful as a composition, than interesting as a

biographical document.
TO THE DUKE ALPHONSO.

Cr?l giro omai eggle:e stagion(ij etherno. "
NowinteSea?ongc round, the Earth,
Pours forth its fruits; th,ee?m sustains with pride
The ripe productions of hisfryitful bride,
To whom the smiling suns ofséginn gave hirth :
In luxury now, as though disdaining dearth,
Bursts the black grape; itsjuice ambrosial flows;

Wherefore so tardy to console r,a%/ woes ?

The rich Falernian sparklesin its mirth !

ThI%WIIh |tsagenerou31wce the generous fills .

Withjoy, and’turns my Lord's dark cares to bills

o RO Sl e

In%uci ,ng#alest TEPOSe,; gﬁt {et ?ne ?I nr?_&s '

This slight relief, this Lethe of the mind |

Tas, however, felt less the privation of such genial comforts than the
wrongsinflicted on him by the various editions of hisworks. " | have been
wronged," says he, in hisletters, "or rather oppressed, as every body knows,
tho_u% no one will acknowledgeit. This oppression, too, isof that sort whicl
weig s the heaviest, | mean in my studies, and the fruits of my labours. Of
my "Godfrey" alone, more than 3000 ducats have been already made, as | am
eredibly informed... .Feboisvery avaricious; after having published my book,
Lefeastsin Paris among dames and knights, without giving me any shareof the
: * Venetia, 1582, In 4to.
t The edition of Mantua in 1584, g;inted after corrections by Scipio Gonzaga,

whenenver specifiedasanexcellentone; Serass thinksitthebest, TheParmaedition,however
wrrnve , EXCEIS it IN SOMe respects.
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profit, although he engaged to do BO by a written note. Had | dlowed my
to be printed three years ago, '| should have gained at least many
undred scudi, and indeed, for this purpose 1000 scudi were offered me by one
of the lords of Este....| am with the booksellers the good Tasso, the dear
Tasso, the darling Tasso, and, in fact, the assassinated Tasso; but 1 am resolved
that thingsshall go forward in adifferent manner.” Shut out, however, by the
bolts of hisprisonfrom &l available interference, the booksellers smiled at his
threats, and continued their golden speculations. ) )

" But though Tasso," says Dr. Black, "derived no immediate emolument
from his poem, the publication of the work appears to have been of use to
him. His reputation, till now had been rather a concession than a right, and
even those who had examined his poem could not be certain of the extent, nor
perhaps of the justice of their appiobution, without the concurrence of that
very public whose opinions they directed. One of the causes of Alphonso's
susgmons was removed by the F_ubllcanon of the" Gerusalemme," and, asits
author was viewed by the public with greater respect, he was treated in the
hospital with more attention." iSorne additional chambers were resigned for
his use, on the urgent solicitation of hisold and dear friend, tScipio Gonzaga.
He received, too, several agreeable attentions, which relieved the monotonous
sadness of his solitary cell.” The Duchess d'Urbino sent one of her gentlemen
to salute him in her name, and promised him that it should not be long before
he obtained his freedom. Don Ferranto Gonzaga, Lord of Guastalla, a great
admirer of his poetry, sent him a present of fifty scudi; and the beautiful
Martisa of Este, cousin to the Duke, and Princess of Massa and Carrara,
demanded permission to conduct him for an entire day to her country-seat,
where, amongst other |adies celebrated for their genius and beauty, he again
met the poetess, Tarquinia Molza.  But the entire year rolled round without
any change of the nature he most ardently desired; and, sick with the pangs
of “disappointed hope, he thus writes;:—

TO SCIPIO GONZAGA.

SCipiO, pietate e morta, ed ebandita.
Pitg is dead, or banished, O_m¥ friend,
Fr( mrmncely breasts, andin the heavenly spheres
Wltpngﬁnélfltﬁ&gvgﬁdl sél g{nttg)u;gexoﬁ?asaxmd'
St%/all, then the promises which kings extend,
k/ly(lilttﬁert 'S best pledge,tkr)]el?lugrrl] tohscozr]?t

ndthe angswith whichmy heartistorn
Twixt deaéar%d ng, never havet g%’?
me. a breathing corse, alive entombed!

‘Is'ﬁese dens unclqsegbut 1o Iet out their dead;
Ogods! If skill, if genius, loveillum
By holy honour, and If faith untied

erewardor pardon, grant my prayer
Bonodelusion, nor dispersedinair.

The Frinqipei event which happened relative to him, in the year 1582, was
the publication of his Rime" corrected by Guarine, who, although by no
means on good terms with our poet, admired his talents, and pitied his
misfortune*.

Whilst his health alowed of the exertion, the studies of Tasso were inter-
rupted only by the visits of learned men, attracted to his cell by the fame of
his writings,—or by letters from Naples, from Rome, and other principal
cities, charged with” attestations of the effect which his poem continued to
produce, or, finaly, by promts of enlargement, reiterated from time to
time, but whereof the fulfilment was ever distant.

The year 1583 passed over in like manner; but at length the solicitations
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of Cardinal Albano, the Duchess of Mantua, and other personages in high
considoration with the Duke, became so pressing, that one day he caused
Torquato to be sent for, and, in the presence of severd French and Italian
chevaliers, spoko to him with courtesy, and positively promised him his liberty
inashorttime. Meanwhile he ordered his confinement to be lesslimited, and
permitted him occasionally to go abroad, accompanied, however, by someone
gentleman in whose vigilance he could confide. Invited, on these occasions,
to the first houses in Ferrara, Tnsso again enjoyed one of the pleasures which
he always much affected, that of philosophical conversation on literar
subjects; and we find, in many of his Dialogues composed at this period,
traces of these interesting discourses* During the Carnival, two of his
friends conducted him to see the masquerades, a species of amusement which
he always highly enjoyed; but having one day manifested the stroré?est
reluctance to return to his gloomy gaol, these agreeablerecreationswere, before
the close of the year 1584, all forbidden, and Tasso fell back into the same
solitude, the same privations, and the same despair as before.

It wasin this deplorable state of his affairs, that the war arose against his
Poem, which was carried on for a time in Italy with so much fierceness. A
Dialogue on Epic Poetry, entitled, "Il Carrafa," published by Cnmillo Pelle-
grini, in which the author appeared to prefer the " Gerusalemme" of Tasso
to the "Orlando Furioso," operated asa prelude; and the Academicians della
Crusca, asthey styled themselves, little pleased with certain expressions used
by Tas0 in his dialogue on "Honest Pleasure,” were the first to take the
field, with a defence of Ariosto,—the supposed production of one Lionardo
Salviati, a literary character who had been formerly treated by Tasso in the
kindest manner, but who, needy and involved in debt, scrupled not now to
attack his benefactor, in the hope of attaching himself to the court of Ferrara,
of which city Ariosto was the peculiar glory. Into this dispute, highly
honourable as the narrative would prove to the moderation and modesty of
Tass, it is not my intention to enter. No importance, in the present day, can
be attached to a controversy originating in such motives, fomented by a part
so obscure,t and carried on, now with intemperate scurrility, and now wit
passionate abuse.  Taso replied with dignity to his assalants, Pellegrini
nobly supported him, time passed on, and their criticisms are forgotten.

During the late controversy, the means of obtaining his liberty occupied,
much more than the defence of his poem, the mind of the melancholy captive.
He had exhausted the interest of the most powerful personages. Pope Gregory
the Thirteenth, Cardinal Albano, the Grand-Duchess of Tuscany, the Duke and
Duchess of Urbino, the Duchess of Mantua, severa princes of the house of
Gonzaga, and above al the faithful Scipio, had in vain solicited Alphonso on
his behalf. The city of Bergamo, the birth-place of his father, was last
invoked, and addressed to the Duke a petition for his freedom, presented by
one of its most distinguished citizens, who added strength to the request by
the gift of a marble inscription interesting to the family of Este", which it had
long been desirous to posess.  Alphonso promised every thing, but the gates of
St. Anne, unbolted not to his command. Was his vengeance not satiated by
seven years of severity inflicted? If it were, what could be the cause of this

* In"ll_Bdtramo," or of Courtesy; "Il Malpiglio," or of the Court; "La Cava-
etta," or of Tuscan Poetry; "11 Ghirlinzone," or of the Epitaph.

T The Academia dclla Crusca was at this period com| of but very few
person six was the number in 1582), not one of whom had any name in litérature
excepting Salvati.  The controversy with Tasc raised them ‘Into eminence, and
afterwards, being joined by men of real merit, they produced .scane works truly
Pou_ouLabIeto their nation, amongst which may be particularised their "voesho
ario
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cruel prolongation of his victim's sufferings? " Truly," says Serasss, with the
tone of an humble apologist, "the Duke would willingly have yielded to so
many intercessions, and have given Taaso his liberty, but, reflecting that poeta
are by nature an irritable race, and dreading lest Tasso, when he found him-
<df free, might avenge with an arm no less formidable than his pen, hislong
captivity and unmitigated hardships, he could not bring himself to the reso-
Iution of dismissing him from his States, without being first assured that he
would attempt nothing against the honour and respect due to so great
Princeashewas! " * )

Both the physical and mental powers, however, of the object of these
despicable apprehensions were fast declining. That ardent head which
solitude kept in a state of constant fermentation, was exalted in its fancies,
as his body became feeble. To the visitations of dark melancholy, or of the
I|gl(ht delirium which he had often experienced in these attacks of frenzy,
acknowledged as such in his letters, but which never once mounted to that
madness into which it was pretended he had fallen, were now added almost
habitual visions, and vexatiousfrom aFolletto, or haunting Sprite, which, he
fancied, found a pleasure in disarranging his papers, flying off with his money,
and in a thousand other mischievous tricks,—he was troubled, besides, with
strange apprehensions, and nocturnal apparitions, and lights and glitterin
Sparklesthat danced before his eyes; sometimes he heard the most frightfu
noises, and at others had in his ear's the sounds of hissing, tingling, ringmc}; of
bells, and theticking of aclock. Oftenin his sleep ho was tormented with fan-
tastic visions of distress, from which he awoke fatigued and languid. " | have
dreaded,” he writes, "the falling-sickness, apoplexy, and blindness. | have
had headaches, ande(j)ams of the intestines, the side, the thighs, and legs; |
have been weakened by vomiting, dysentery, and fever. Amidst BO many
terrors and pains, there appeared to me in the air the image of the Glonouy
Virgin with her Son in her arms sphered in a circle of coloured vapours, so
that | ought by no means to despair of her grace” "And though this" ho
adds, "might easily be a phantasy, because | am frantic, disturbed by various
phantasms, and full of infinite melancholy ; yet, by the grace of God, | can
sometimes withhold my assent, which being, as Cicero remarks, the operation
of assound mind, | am inclined to believe it was in redlity a miracle." It is
impossibleto contemplate without emotion, somany sufferingssustained by so
great agenius, such religious faith, and such perfect smphmt}y_.

Of the Virgin's miraculousinterference, he was yet more firmly persuaded
soon after.  Attacked by an alarming fever, on the fourth day the physicians
began to fear, and, on the seventh, to despair of his life: reduced to such a
state of debility as to be unable to bear any medicine, or even to sit up to
receive it, " he recommended himself," says Serass, "to the intercession of
the most blessed Virgin, our Lady, and that with such confidence, and ardent
devotion, that the compassionate Virgin appearing to him, visibly cured him,
and as it were instantly lestored him to hedth." A vow of pilgrimage to
Mantoa and Loretto testified his gratitude as a devotee, a sonnet and a
madrigal as a poet. . .

Another miracle yet more singular, was, that Alphonso, apprised of the
de;)lorable state to which he had reduced this great man, at length ceased to
afflict him; " not," says Ginguene, " that he was touched with pity, but that
he had found the guarantee which he was looking for, to become just, or
rather, to cease from being cruel" The Prince of Mantua, Vincenzo Gon-
eaga, whose sister he had married, resolved to demand of him the person of
Taeso, promising on his honour to retain him a Mantua, and to secure

* This e is otherwise expressed inguene; "j'ai craint,” he says "do
rendre le petit ggue ge Ferrare trop ﬁdicule."y—ﬁst. ilt, d Itjalie, tom. v. p. %
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Alphonso from reprisal.  On these conditions, the Duke consented to his
liberty about the end of June ; but his friend Constantino was obliged to use
the utmost caution in breaking the tidings to him, lest the transport should
too fatally affect him.  On the 5th or 6th of July then, 1586, after a dreary
captivity of seven years, two months, and a few daya—a period which,
measured day by day, cannot even be reflected on without horror, the gates of
St. Anne'sunfolded to their captive, and lie bade adieu for ever to his bolts
and dungeons. He departed eagerly from Ferrara, with the Prince his
liberator,” without havingb obtained “from Alphonso the interview of re-
conciliation, which he both requested and ardently desired. Those who
kr}o;vaJ any thing of the human heart, will be a noloss to account for this
refusal.

"Historians, however," says Foscolb, "will be ever embarrassed to
explain aright the reasons of Tasso's imprisonment; it is involved in the
same obscurity as the exile of Ovid.  Both were amon% those thunderstrokes
that despotism darts forth. In crushing their victims they terrified them, and
reduced spectators to silence. There are incidents in courts, that, although
known to many persons, remain in perfect oblivion—contemporaries dare not
reveal, and posterity can only divine them." *  Even Tasso himself was b¥ no
means certain of the exact cause, attributing it at one time to the anger of the
Duke of Tuscany, at another to the Cardinal of Este, and again, but with more
decision, to the violent expressions which he had used against Alphonso. One
thing, however, seems established by Dr. Black, that there is no real founda-
tion for the hypothesis which ascribes it to Tasso's love for Leonora.  The

rounds with which the statements of Manso furnished the world for this its
ong belief, were strengthened by the duration of the poet's captivity, which
appeared proportionate only to an implication of state treason. This conclusion,
however erroneous, must be admitted to have been a most natural one, for no
one possessing a spark of humanity could deem it possible that a gentleman of
Tasso's deserts should be subjected to such cruelty, for anything short of
some such mortal offence, much less, then, for a few unguarded expressions
uttered in the paroxysm of passion, and deplored almost as soon as uttered.
Such, however, seems to have been the red case; for anger was not with the
Duke of Ferrara, as with generous and noble natures, a fire that consumeswith
a quickness proportioned to its intensity; but “the slow flame, eterna and
unseen," which, nourished by thejealousy of pride, finds in the very length of
its duration a fresh incentive to burn on.t Nor indeed was his resentment
to poor Tasso appeased even by his seven years severity. In an illness with
which the Duke was subsequently visited, Tasso wrote him avery affectionate
letter, and in 1594, a short time before his own death, wrote a second time
to request a reconciliation ; Alphonso, however, remained implacable as the
ghost of Ajax, and, like the ghost of Ajax, disdained the courtesy of a reply.

* Essay on the Lyric Poetry of Tasso.

T If any other fasg were WanH,ng to gcov,e the unrel enting nature of thisPrince's
vengeance; it mlgtht e found In his persecution of Guarini. Guarini, after a sixteen
ears devotion'to his patron's interests, sometimes at Ferrara, and sometimes on
foreign missions, finding that he was acquiring neither honour nor profit, demanded,
in permission to leave his service, and, warned no doubt by th: fate?(f Tas,
left Ferrara secretly by night—a _ste?1 which exceedingly enraged the Duke. Tl
Roet retired to Turin, and in that city had an honourabl € office assigned him, which
owftver, from the persecution of Alphonso, he was soon compelied to quit, and
betook himself to Venice. 1n,1593 fiveyears after his flight from Ferrara, hewas
invited by the Duke of Mantuato his court, an advantage which the " magnanimous
Alphonsd" endeavoured by all means tOJ)revent signifying to that Prince, with a
g]eanne? trulg as}onlshm " that hewould consider it as a very high obligation if
e would rot émploy the poet in his service
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With a knowledge of these facts, and after an elaborate and successful attempt to
disprove the only cause that could furnish the Duke of Ferrara with the shadow
of ajustification for hisrigour—viz. the aspirations of Ttutso to the love of the
Princess Leonora—it is not alittle extraordinary to find his English biographer
endeavouring to vindicate Alphonso from the charge of undue severity, and
hesitating to pronounce whether anger at Tasso, or a red regard for his
welfare, was the motive that influenced the merciful Prince, in consigning
him to the dungeons of St. Anne's. " Itis in prison, in solitude, in want of
the most necessary things of life, in a provoking persecution and daily
humiliation, it isfrom the hands of his gaoler and In the midst of spies, that
Tas is to regain his health and senses! ™ *  The ideais too monstrous to be
admitted for a moment. Even Muratori, who wrote at Modena under the
patronage of the house of Esté, rejects the unnatural assumption. " How
can it be" he exclaims, " | will not say possible, but probable, that a Prince
of Alphonso's high-mindedness, from a desire to restore the health of so great
and estimable a man as Tasso, should cause him to be shut up in a building
common to paupers and madmen ? Were there wanting to a Duke of Ferrara
houses and means suitable for the retention of Tasso, asan infirm gentleman to
De restored to health of body? Assuredly this hospital of St. Anne's must
excite now, asit must have excited at the time, ajust suspicion that the Duke
confined and retained him for so many years in those abodes, under the plea,
NOT MERELY OPCHARITY, BUT OP PUNISHMENT." 1 Let Alphonso have every
merit ascribed to him that he can justly claim ; let him continueto be regarded
astheearly benefactor of the poet, affording him an asylum when menaced by
ill-fortune : although the disinterestedness of his subsequent attentions to the
author of the " Gerusalemme" is open to suspicion, let us dismiss the suspicion
from our minds, as well as our remembrance, both of his resentment in conse-
guence of the poet's looking out for a fresh patron, and the unjustifiable
etention of his manuscripts; let him enjoy without dispute the distinction of
havingfostered the rising genius of the grestest poet of his age, and of havin
treated him for a time, in the enthusiastic language of that poet's gratefu
heart, " with the affection not merely of a patron, but of a father or a
brother;"—but never let an act of such atrocity as this seven years cruel
incarceration in a lunatic asylum, be glossed over with the sacred titles of
humanity and mercy. In characterising this deed by its right appellation,
there is no need to debase the dignity of truth, by adopting the invectives in
which some writers haveindulged ; it will be sufficient for one who desiresto
record his pity for the agony of a noble mind languishing in long captivity,
and his disdain at the tyranny of the man who could prostitute the power
with which he was gifted for the gratification of private vengeance—to
designate Alphonso, in the emphatic language of Lord Erskine, on a far less
urgent occasion, as A SHAMELESS OPPRESSOR—A DISGRACE TO HIS RANK, AND
A TRAITOR TO HisTRUST! " Those," saysaliving writer, " who indulgein the
dreams of earthly retribution, will observe, that the cruelty of Alphonso was
not left without its reward, even in his own person.  He survived the
affections of his subjects, and of his dependents, who deserted him at his
death, and suffered his body to be interred without princely or decent honours.
His last wishes were neglected; his testament was cancelled. His kinsman,
Don Casar, shrunk from the excommunication of the Vatican; and after a

* Foscolo. "Essay on the Lyric Poetry of Tasso.' Dr. Black, after along and
Iabonousmvestl_lgallon of thegreat problem of his imprisonment, even ends by doubfc
lug, " whether Tasso was treated at all with unjustifiable aiskness by Alphonso!
S the Appendix to hisLife, vol. ii. p. 462.

T Lettera ad Apostolo Zono
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short struggle, or rather suspense, Ferrara passed away for ever from the
dominion of the House of Este." *

Taseo's reception at the court of Mantua was such as to_induce him in ft
short time to forget his past afflictions. The old Duke William gave him a
beautiful apartment in his palace, furnished him with al conveniences. and
comforts, and caused him to be attended with a devotion equal to his wishes.
These soothing marks of kindness were not, indeed, of efficacy to prevent his
continuing to experience, from time to time the same visitation of melancholy
and phantasy as before; but he, notwithstanding, resumed hisliterary labours,
and completed, or rather entirely recast a tragedy which he had begun so far
back as 1574, to \vhich ho gave the name of "Torrisrnondo, King of the
Goths;" but it was not without much mental labour that he brought this
production to an end. It was thus that, having escaped with difficulty from
the rigour of along and unjust captivity, this greast man buried in oblivion
all remembrance of his former persecutions, cherishing neither hatred nor
resentment for the malice of men; but finding in the charms of his beloved
philosophy asufficient solace for thesufferingsthey had inflieted.

Thus passed the year 1586. The next two years were almost, so to say,
one continual journey to and from Bergamo, Rome, and Naples, undertaken
ever under sanguine hopes of advantage to his health, from change of air and
novelty of scene, but seldom affording more than a temﬁorary refief.  On his
way to Home, he visited Loretto, and paid the vow which he had made to the
Virgin in his sickness. He visited Naples in the hope of recovering his
mother's dowry, and of again embracing his sister Cornelia. The former ho
eventually, with much difficulty, acquired by adjustment; but hissister Cornelia
ho was never more to s, as before his arrival ‘at sorrento, she was released
from the cares and troubles of earth. At Naples our poet was invited by some
of the most dlstlngl;ﬂshed individuals of the court and city to take up his resi-
dence with them; but, determined by the beauty of the situation, and yet more
by religious sentiments, which daily assumed over his mind agreater influence,
he chose rather to abide with the monks of Mount Oliveto = It washere that he
became acquainted with John Battista Manso, his after biographer, and the
friend of Milton, of whose generous and devoted kindness we findin Tasso'slet-
ters athousand proofs.  Every tiling that delicacy or invention could suggest,
was tried by this excellent young nobleman, to beguile the melancholy of his
friend. He drove him out in his carriage, amidst the enchanting scenery
which surrounds the bay of Naples, assembled round him men of letters, who
by their society and admiration of his genius might soothe and ﬁrati_fy his
mind, and as the autumn advanced, varied his amusements with the disports
of hunting and of dancing. " The Sig. Torquato," he writes in a letter to the
Count of Paleno, "is become avery mighty hunter, and triumphs over all
the asperity of the season and of thé country. When the days are bad, we
spend them and_ the long hours of evening in hearing music and songs; for
one of his principal enjoymentsis to listen, to the Improvisator!, whose facility
of versifying he envies, "nature having, as he says been in this point, ver
avaricious to him. ~ Sometimes too we dance with the girls here, a thingwhic
likewise affords him much pleasuret This was certainly the kind, of treat-

) *"Hobhouse : Illustrations of Childe Harold. .

T Thereisrather a curious passage in one of Taso's letters from Mantuain 1587,
which shews with What”fldeht% ie,cherished hisfirst [ovi ,n,otwnhstandl,ng]hls 0rous
gubsce tlbl|lt¥. Here, ahe, "Is going, on a most delightful carnival, where are
Atur?otaggien faEgrautHful getn%ogn artac rgslerlm?dlﬁdeycf Vwrer\tlav?ts r|10tm fotgretﬂlefear of!
being consi gered 3{ th%?%%o suscepti bFIJe, or as inconstant, in making anew choice
I"sholld already have deliberated where to repose my thoughts.” .
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rent heat adapted to cham away themalady of Tasso ; and had similar meana
been employed at Ferrara, instead of harsh restraint and gIo_omP/ incarcera-
tion, his melancholy humour mlﬁht. then perhaps have been entirely subdued.

The principal idéa upon which his mind, as connected with his malady, had
been now for some time fixed, was that of being attended by a familiar ‘Spirit,
that would often manifest itself to sight, andjoin with him in high and benevo-
lent communion. The Marquis endeavoured to persuade the poet, that it was
nothing but the illusion of adisturbed imagination; but being invited by Taso
to be present at one of their mysterious interviews, his discourses were so |ofty
and marvellous, both by the sublimity of their topics, and a certain unwonted
manner of talking, which exated the hearer above himself into akind of ecstacy,
that Manso did not dare to interrupt them, nor to ask Tasso concerning the
ng_t which he had announced as being apparent; and when the friendly

enius had vanished from the eyes of Tasso, and the conversation ended, Manso
remained more perplexed than” ever—acknowledging however, in one of his
letters, that it was much more likely that the vision or frenzy would disorder
hisown mind, than that he should extirpate from the mind of his friend his
true or fanciful opinion. " It isnot impossible," says Dr. Black, " that afond
admiration of the writings of Plato, in which Socrates is represented as affirm-
|ng|_tha1 he had afamiliar spirit, might have given this direction to the fancy
of Tasso. He was for along time employed in the composition of Dialogues, in
which he himself was sometimes the Socrates; appearing in them under the
name of the Neapolitan Stranger, as Plato disguises his master, or himself,
under that of the Athenian Guest. And it was no wonder, both from the
injured state of his nerves, and the long over-activity which the direction of
his studies had given to the faculty of fiction, that with Tasao illusions should
have become stronger than external impressions, and that he should have
mistaken for realities his own diseased perceptions. In the weary solitude of
the hospital, it was to be expected that a fancy naturally so vivid, and so con-
tinually indulged, should have at length, in “a superstitious age and country,
becomé so powerful as to mistake occasionaly its shapes for substances. The
deceptions which are occasionally practised with persons in hissituation, were
attributed by him then to the tricks of a_goblin. NOw, the direction of his
fancieswas altered; he was employed at leisure in the frequent composition of
Socretic dialogues, and his mischievous sprite was converted into a familiar
spirit, which taught him to 'soar with Plato to the empyreal sphere."™*

In 1589, Tasso made ajourney to Rome, and took uphis residence with the
monks of Santa Maria Nuova for several months; during the greater part of
which time, he was _tormented by a lingering fever. Whether he considered
himself in this condition as burdensome to the good monks, or whether he was
desirous of a change of situation, is uncertain; but in the November of this
Kear,. to the shame Of the wealthy of that city, we find him lying infirm in the

ospital of the Bergamese, of which (a remarkable and melancholy illustration
of the caprice of Qrtune_ﬁ, a cousin of his father's had been one of the prin-
cipa founders. His residence, however, in the hospital continued but a short
time, and he again returned to his former apartment in the monastery. For-
tune seems now to have been weary of persecuting him, and after this last act
of oppression, smiled on him more favourably til| death, to which he tended in
dow and serene decay, the evening of his courseilluminated by friendship, and
by ,the,granfym% honours that were everywhere 1‘5’30(’ him. Uﬁon a pressing
invitation from ‘the Grand Duke of Tuscany, in 1590, who by his ambassador
Bent him a present of 150 ducats, Torquato visited his court, and was welcomed
by him in the most affectionate manner.  Every person too of note in Florence
visited and complimented him, and crowds assembled round, to see, and hear

* Lifeval li p. 242.
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him speek., After having passed the summer here, he returned to Rome, |oaded
by the Grand Duke with fresh tokens of his esteem, and with rich presents.
In 1591, he visited his benefactor Vincenzo Gonznga, now by the death of his
father, Duke of Mantua; in 1592, the Count of Paleno, at Naples. Magnificent
apartments were here assigned him ; numerous attendants were ordered to
supply his wants; everything was so arranged, that he might consider himself
apersona?o of the veryhighest quality; the prince behaved to him with the
utmost affability ; and thus cgmforted and honoured, the poet had leisure to
resume the composition of his” Gerusalemme Conquistata,” which, to satisfy
the critics, lie had begun during his firpst residence at Naples, but which his
various sicktitles and journeys Had long inte{gggted. He here brought it
towards a conclusion, and in the December of , it made its appearance at
Home. Its first suecess was flattering; but when the curiosity excited by its
announcement was satisfied, the world returned generally to the first " Geru-
salemmo,” a preference which succeeding ages have not failed to confirm.
Tasso, however, continued to the bust to preferthis second creation of hisgenius,
as Milton preferred his " Paradise Regained,” although in the sonnet which he
wrote on completin% the performance, he seems fully conscious that the fire
which had animated his earlier efforts, was fast wasting away :

" Tired and infirm with ag?e, m}/1 toils to scale
The heaven of Poesy prociaim how chill
And chan%ed athing | am become! yet still
Droops not the immortal mind, but from its goa
Flies forth, and spurning every meaner view,
Dwellsonthepure, thebeautilul, and true.’

The " Gerusalemme Congnistata" was dedicated to the Cardinal Cinthio
Aldobrandini, one of the nephews of Clement the Eieghth, the reigning Pope,
whose accession Tasso had celebrated inan Ode, which led to apressing invitation
to Rome from the Supreme Pontiff himself. Tasso, when he could disengage
nimself from the kindnesses of his friends at Naples, undertook thejourney, and
was received with open arms by Cinthio, who lodged himin hisown apartments
in the Vatican, neglecting nothing that might prove either advantageous to
his health, or consoling to his mind.” An aggravation of his disorders, however,
in March, 1594, made him resolve to pass the summer at Naples, where he
hoped to receive some benefit, no less from the baths