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. af we would seek for the essential spirit of French
Literature, where shall we discover 1t? In 1ts devotion to truth?
In 1ts love of rhetoric® In 1ts clarity? In 1ts generalizing power?
All these qualities are peculiarly 1ts own, but, beyond and
above them, there 1s another which controls and animates
the rest  The one high principle which, through so many
generations, has guided like a star the writers of France 1s
the principle of deliberation, of mtention, of a conscious
search for ordered beauty, an unwavering, an indomitable
putsutt of the endless glories of art™’

—Lytton Strachy
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