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EDITORIAL

]T is, we believe, the first occasion since the editorship of
Mr. Abdul Jalil that it has been possible to bring out five issues
of this section of the magazine in one year. It has been a
very pleasant duty, and now we take leave of our readers, offering
a few suggestions based on our experience.

We think that the work involved in editing the English
section might be divided, on the lines indicated in our issue
Vol. V, Nos. 1 and 2, between an editor and a sub-editor, the latter
to be selected on the recommendation of the former.

While the Urdu section was being printed in lithograph there
might have been reason to keep it double the size of the English
section; but now, when both sections appear in type, there can
hardly be any justification for this. The number of pages
thus saved might be equally distributed between the three
vernaculars of Hyderabad not represented in the magazine,—
Marathi, Kanarese and Telugu. Sufficient space should be
allotted to allow each to have an opportunity to contribute on
equal terms with Urdu and English.

Of the prizes announced in Vol. IV, No. 4, Prof. E. E.
Speight’s prize goes to Mr. Syed Vahiduddin, B.A. for his article
on Psychical Research which was adjudged the best article during
the year.

As we did not receive any article for the special competition
announced in the same issue, it is now closed.

In conclusion we have to thank those of our friends who
have transformed our labour of love into a lovable labour.

B. N. CHOBE.

PRINTED AT THE DIOCESAN PRESS, MADRAS, 1932—C5705
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with mysticism. Their growing tendency to do away with form
and to emphasise the content is highly mystical in character.
¢ Howdoes it come about? When a person who calls himself /and
refers to himself as My or Me ponders deeply and earnestly (i.e.
contemplates) on who or what, how and why I am, he is bound to
arrive at some answers to such questioning of himself. If and
when he thinks that those answers are correct and satisfactory, he
has a conviction, and this conviction puts his mind into a certain
attitude I call Tasawuf, whether Vedantism or Sufism ’. But this
ignores the important difference between a philosopher and a
mystic. While one builds a coherent system and reaches con-
clusions by a process rationalistic through and through, the other
finds the Reality by means of self-purification, self-mortification
and intuitive insight. It is sometimes difficult, however, to
draw a line of demarcation. The mystical elements in the
philosophy of Plato and Bergson are, indeed, preponderating.
There are so many sweeping generalisations made in this brief
treatise which one would like to be illustrated by referring them
back to the original writings of a few eminent mystics. As
mystical experience is purely subjective and can only lead to
confusion if expressed in words, no final judgment can be pro-
nounced on its validity or otherwise by those who have no access
to it. When mystics themselves adopt the sane agnostic attitude
symbolised beautifully in that story of the Hindu saint who, on
being questioned thrice on the essence of Reality, characterised
silence as His essence, it befits us to follow their example.

S. VAHIDUDDIN,
V YEAR (PHILOSOPHY.)

9a
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time to devote to the contemplation of the ultimate values of
life. Nawab Sir Amin Jung has now given us an opportunity -
to see for ourselves his brief treatise which was read before
the Islamic Association. Glad as we are to know the trend
of his thought, inseparable is the gulf that divides us. We
should like to see the grounds on which Sufism and Vedantism
are completely identified. While there are striking similarities
between the two, and while Islamic Sufism might have been
influenced by Vedantism they cannot by any stretch of imagin-
ation be treated as alike. Prof. Nicholson at least does not
treat them as such. Secondly, the psychological basis of religious
mysticism is not thoroughly appreciated, and no attempt is made
to distinguish mystical experience from the pathological condition
of the hysteric and the epileptic. Says the writer: ¢ I for one
believe that Sufism is not inconsistent with science, because the
good and evil resulting from the Sufi outlook is in accordance
with the psychic discoveries of great psychologists like Freud and
his disciples Jung and Adler.” Now such a statement confuses
schools that fundamentally are at variance with one another.
Jung and Adler are the former disciples of Freud who seceding
from the Freudian school differ more or less radically from their
master. To us, on the contrary, the trend of modern psychology
is distinctly hostile to mysticism and religion. Prof. Leuba, a
profound student of religious mysticism, takes by no means a
favourable view of mystical phenomena. The distinguished
[talian criminologist, the late Lombroso, approvingly cites a
passage from Dostoievsky wherein one of his characters describes.
in a highly mystical vein the feeling of beatitude and harmony
that he felt at the approach of his epileptic fits. As the modern
psychiatrists approach the subject from the experience accumulat-
ed in the course of their vast researches in neurosis and other
mental and sexual aberrations their point of view cannot be
different. Though we do not see eye to eye with those extremists
who find nothing of value in mystical experience save the un-
restrained phantasies of sexual perverts or the insane we simply
contend that the latest development of psychological thought is.
not favourable to mystical experience. But mysticism need
not despair. All the great religions of to-day are now saturated
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subjects as the following: Shaw and Shakespeare, Shaw and
"America, Shaw and the Actresses, Shaw and the Censor, Shaw’s
Women, Shaw’s Socialism, Shaw’s Religion,and Shaw’s Future.

In the end there is a Postscript by Shaw, that makes the
book a little more interesting. In his typical manner the hero of
the biography retaliates upon the biographer, and in spite of
paying full tribute to the merits of Harris, quotes an epigram of
Oscar Wilde, to do himself justice: ‘Frank Harris has been
received in all great houses—ONCE.’ :

Considered from all angles, the only conclusion that one can
reach, is the same as that of Shaw himself:

¢In spite of the fame of his Life of Oscar Wilde, it is not
really a biography. It is a series of impressions

AZ1Z AHMAD,
IV YEAR.

Lucknow University Union Journal
Annual Number 1932,

The paper before us contains three sections—English, Hindi
and Urdu, and puts before the world the achievements of the
students of the Lucknow University., 7%z Convocation Address
by Prof. Radhakrishnan, 7/¢ Psyckology of the Khaddar Movement
by Mr. Shaikh Ehtisham Ali (the President of the Union Society)
and O'Lowve by Mr. K. S. Gupta are very good, while some of the
pieces are ‘poor indeed.” A brief sketch of the University in
Hindi and the description of the Mushaira in Urdu are also good.
But rare is that element characterised by the motto of the
University as spiritual ¢ Light and Learning.’

B. N. CHOBE.

The Philosophy of Fakirs "

[Notes of Talks on Vedanttsm alias Sufism before The Islamic
Association, Theosophica! Hall, by Nawab Siy Amin
Jung Bakadur.]

It is highly gratifying to note that even those whose life is
chiefly devoted to the affairs of administration should find
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REVIEWS AND REVALUATIONS

Bernard Shaw
By
FRANK HARRIS

NE of the most remarkable contributions of the season to
the literature of the year, is an interesting biography of
Bernard Shaw by nolessa person than Frank Harris. Frank

Harris died immediately after finishing the last chapter, -and as a
very peculiar instance of the irony of life, the proof-sheets were
left to be corrected by Bernard Shaw himself. Even Shaw had to
admit: ¢ [ have had to do many odd jobs in my time, but this one
is quite the oddest.’

This is a portrait of Shaw the man, rather thana criticism of
his works. The personality of Shaw the man, who cannot be
separated from Shaw the Author, has been handled in a peculiar,
yet typical Harrisian manner. Though Harris declares in the
very beginning ‘I know him to be a far better man than Wilde ’,
yet there can be nothing as different as this biography, from his
famous, sympathetic ¢ Life of Oscar Wilde.” Then he was a friend,
the defender of a min who was condemned by society and law;
here he plays the prejudiced rival, and takes no pains to hide his
feelings. The book contains a few very curious outbursts of
sentiment and sensitiveness, that can never be counted as merits
in a biographer.

Frank Harris was a very close personal friend of Bernard
Shaw, and he has said a few remarkable things about the man.
But Shaw the Author deserves better treatment than he has
received from him.

There are some very typical Harrisian epigrams, which
might amuse the reader very much; such as:

¢ Our dear Shaw, a man of no principles, swears by many.'

In spite of his anti-Shaw spirit Harris has his ¢fits of
appreciation’. The various chapters deal with such journalist
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We have to congratulate Mr. Shanker Rao Jadhav on his
praiseworthy success in the M.B.B.S., and Mr. Govinda Rao
Deshpande on his selection for Tahsildarship. It is gratifying to
note that Mr. Chandrakant Godsey, ex-President of our Sabha,
has been selected in the H. C. S. and we take this occasion to
congratulate him on his meritorious success.

In conclusion, we have much pleasure in recording our
grateful and sincere thanks to our Superintendent, Prof. Shiva
Mohan Lal, for the keen interest he evinced in the affairs of
the Vidya Prakash Sabha.

P. KISHEN RAOQ,

Secretary.
ELECTION RESULTS
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On the 16th of August 1931, we had a Hindi recital com-
prising Ramcharit Manas, the Megh Duth of Lakshman Singh
and a few songs from Behari and Siir.

Besides the local dailies we were taking 7%e Bombay Chro-
nicle, The Modern Review and The Health, the Adabi Dunya in
Urdu and 7/e Bharati in Telugu. We thank the Superintendent
for lending us #ke Kalyarz in Hindi and expect a further extension
of his kindness towards the Library.

It may be remarked that under the auspices of our Sabha
four extraordinary meetings were held during this year. On the
28th of Mehar 1340, Prof. Shiva Mohan Lal delivered a lecture
on the /[mportance of the Gite. On the 1oth of Dai 1341,
Dr. Haridatt Sharma of S. D. College, Cawnpore, delivered a
lecture in English on 7/%e East and the West. On the 11th of Dai
Dr. Yusuf Husain Khan delivered a lecture on /ndian Nationa-
lsm, On the 3rd of Mehar, P. Kishen Rao read a paper on
India and Fedevalism.

Two meetings of the Association of Economics and Sociology
were held in our Hall on the 12th of Mehar and the 3rd of Aban,
the subjects respectively being— (1) Political Sovereignty is
Necessary for the Economic Development of India, (2) The Purdah
Systemis a Blot on Civilization. '

On the 5th of November 1931 ina meeting held ﬁnder the
auspices of the Historical Society in our hall, Mr. Janaki Ram
Pant read a paper on Muscolini the Dictator.

We had the good fortune to have Mr. Shanker Rao Jadhav,
one of the best cricketers, as our Games Secretary, but unfortu-
nately we lost the ground where we formerly used to play.
Though our achievements in the field of sports were almost nil,
our students got honours in literary activity.

P. Kishen Rao got the second prize in English elocution
competition held on the College Day. Mr. V. Bheemiah secured
a prize for Chemistry in Junior B.A: and Mr. K. V. Rama Rao
obtained a prize in languages in the Junior Intermediate. Mr.

P. G. Kulkarni, ex-Games Secretary, stood first in first division
in LL. B. Previous. '
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NEWS AND VIEWS

Annual Report of the Vidya Prakash Sabha,
Osmania University Hindu Hostel.

1340-1341 F.

NDER the presidentship of the Warden of the Hindu

Hostel, the election of the cabinet for the year 1340-1341,

took place on the 17th of Shahrewar 1340. An attempt

will be made in the following lines to show how far we succeeded

in realizing the hopes entertained about us by the previous
ministry.

On the 29th of Mehar the festival of Janama Ashtami was
celebrated with usual splendour and we arranged a lecture on
‘Lord Krishna’s Life and Teachings’ by Mr. Digambar Das
Chowdhary. It is with immense regret that we learnt of the sad
news of his sudden demise and we offer our sincerest prayers:
¢ May his departed soul rest in peace.’

The students of the Hostel staged the Biisima Praliggya
in Hindi on the 19th of Aban at the Reddy Vidyalaya Hall. A
medal was awarded to the best actor, Mr. Chandrakant Godsey,
and a prize was given to Mr. Binda Prasad Srivastava, Secretary
of the Dramatic Association, Hindu Hostel. He also secured a
prize in the Forced Marriage presented on the College Day.

In the course of the Dipavali Celebrations, which fell on the
sth of Dai 1341, we enjoyed a gramophone entertainment.

Holita and Ugad: which fell, respectively, on the 19th of
Ardibahist and the 2nd of Khurdad completed the year’s festivals.

It may be noted that on the 25th of Aban 1340, we went
on an excursion to Gandipett and Himayat Sagar. Later on some
of our members went to the Nizam Sagar also.

Thirteen debates were held during the period under review ;
seven in Urdu, and six in English,
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(May you smile like a flower blooming in a forest—Forget
all the differences—May your body be sacrificed to your Mother-
land.)

Noble sentiments nobly put !
Another poet describes Beauty as follows :
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Two lovers met and loved each other and called their love

‘ beauty ’.
NARSING RAO,
IV YEAR,

Osmanta University.
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From this we can conclude that Kannada poetry is taking
a secular form. Humanisn is being introduced by the * Univer-
sity wits’ if I may call them such.

Prof. B.M. Sree Kanthiaya is the father of Kanarese blank
verse. He translated some poems from Palgrave’s Golderz Treasury
into Kannada in the form of blank verse. He wrote a drama
called A swat/haman in imitation of Sophocles. Itis the first tragedy
in our literature. A reader does not think them translations
but thinks them to be original. The genius of many young
people who could not find any means upto this time burst out in
blank verse. The magnitude of Kannada modern poetry is
growing day by day. K. V. Puttapa, the Professor of Kannada
in the University of Mysore, translated Shakespeare’s Zempest into
blank verse. It is a new creation in our literature. Upto this
time no drama was written in poetry. He wrote Yamansolu, his
masterpiece, in a fascinating style. An ordinary boy of VI Form
can read the book and derive pleasure from it.

The great characteristics of the modern poetry are simplicity
in style, pregnancy of meaning and secularity in subject. No
modern poet teaches a religious doctrine or morality but he
describes life as he finds it. So he is appreciated by one
and all. We shall conclude with a few illustrations from modern
poetry.

One poet celebrating the birthday of a girl blesses her thus :
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Kannada literature declined during the 19th century al-
though we find many minor poets writing in all the three methods
that were represented by the three different sects of people.

We now enter the field of modern poetry. This is an age
of renaissance in our literature. Before we deal with this
modern poetry let us ascertain the circumstances which gave birth
to the modern poetry.

This is an age of democracy. Democratic feeling has spread
all over the world. East has been in close touch with West.
Western thought, culture and civilization have crept into the
East. The spiritual view of the East has been alloyed with
the western material view. Kannada people are being educated
at the Universities. There are the facilities to learn foreign
languages. English has been made compulsory. So they are
influenced by English literature. They are inspired, but it is
quite impossible for them to put their fine ideas in old forms of
poetry. There arises a conflict between old pundits, who advo-
cate the cause of old poetry, and new-fangled people who are
educated at the universities. They say that poetry is that which
appeals to the heart. It needs no particular form. It is
their opinion that rhyme and alliteration are not essential for
poetry. So they improved upon Kanarese »egal; in imitation of
English blank verse. The old conception of poetry is under-
going a marked change. They do not care so much for religion
now.

They have begun to write lyrics in a beautiful style. They
advocate the cause of the poor. The spirit of independence is
found in the modern poetry. One modern poet describing the
wretched condition of the poor complains to God in these words.

CBeStE poBy
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and vachanas. Although the poetry of Virasivas did not entirely
leave the aristocratic circle it was meant for the common folk.
Every Kannada-knowing man can easily discriminate between
Jain and Virasiva poetry. We shall give some specimens of

both kinds.

A Jain invocation to God:
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A Virasiva poet invokes God as follows:
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The style itself shows that Virasivas wrote in an easy style
so that the common folk might understand their poetry and be
benefited by it.  Virasivas continued to write till the 17th
century.

There arose a revolution in Kannada poetry in the 17th
century. The religious tension reached its zenith. There was a
great controversy between Lingayats and Vaishnavites. Each
community strove to propagate its own principles. There was
a group of Vaishnavites, who clothed their inspiration in a simple
and easy style. They neither cared for prosody nor for grammar.
Their songs are full of religious teaching. They wrote
padas (%dn%) and suladis (Ro¥aB7i¥o) instead of shatpadis and
vrathas. They preached humanity, love, and non-violence.
Although theirs was not poetry in the strictest sense there are
many poetic touches in their songs. The songs have recently

found place in our literature. Vaishnavites wrote till the end of
‘the 18th century. '
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF KANNADA
POETRY

IT is necessary to know something about the Kannada language,
and its antiquity before we embark on the real subject of the
essay. Kannada is one of the most ancient languages of
India. It is a purely Dravidian language although we find many
Sanskrit words in it. ¢ Kanarese’ literature is known to extend
over a considerable period—the oldest specimen of Kanarese is,
according to Prof. Hultzsch, contained in a Greek drama preserved
in a papyrus of the second century A.D. So it is but natural that
a literature which has covered 18 centuries should have many
transformations. Civilization changes and tastes differ. So every
great poet has to accommodate himself to the taste of his age,
otherwise he will become unpopular and inglorious although he
may make the age bear his impress. This was also the way of the
Kannada poets of the early ages.

They did not write poetry for common people; it was
meant for scholars and the aristocracy. All of them were Jains.
Their poetry is religious and didactic. They dealt with religious
subjects, because the people regarded their religion as all
in all. The poet who did not aim at religion and morality was
not considered a great poet and was not appreciated by the
scholars and aristocratic people. They laid down rules of prosody
and adhered to them strictly. They were great scholars so they
could express their thoughts without any solecism. This was
the condition of Kannada poetry from the gth to the 12th century,
although some Jains continued to write in the same style till the
15th century.

Lingayats or Virasivas came after the Jains. Their scholar-
ship was not so great. They had to propagate their religion
through their poems, so they adopted an easier method. They
did not strictly follow the rules of grammar and prosody. They
did not change the viewpoint of the Jains although they broke

some rules. They preached morality and religion through poems
8
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namely, service of special purposes in behaviour and limit by
special problems in which the needs of insight arises’.! Scho-
penhauer condemns intellect and offers a way of escape for the
metaphysical craving of man for the experience of union with the
ultimate reality ; the pragmatist exfols intellect because the action
which approves intelligence ‘has an zntrinsic value of its own in
being instrumental '—it enriches human life, and the investigation
of problems of the ultimate reality, as has been said, has, according
to the Pragmatists, no significance or value for life.

MIR VALIUDDIN, M,A., Ph.D.(Lond.),
Bar-at-law,
Department of Phitosophy, Osmania University College.

1 Dewey’s * Some Implication of Anti-Intellectualism’ in Jowrnal of Philosophy,
Psychology and Scienlific Method, vol. vii, No, 18, pp. 477-481.
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reject that intelligence which is naught but a distant eye,
registering in a remote and alien medium the spectacle of nature
and life.” They further deny the walue for life of investiga-
ting the ultimate metaphysical problems and theories of philosophy
in the past. They point out that since thought has been
evolved in the human species simply to remove the biological
wants and needs of the organism the ‘attempt to discuss the
antecedents, data forms and objective of thought apart from
reference to particular position occupied and particular part
played in the growth of experience, is to reach results which are
not so much either true or false as they are radically meaningless’.
Therefore from the standpoint of the pragmatistic theory of
knowledge ¢ the taking of something whether that something be
thinking activity, its empirical condition or objective goal, apart
from the limits of a historic or a developing situation, is the
essence of metaphysical procedure—in the sense of metaphysics
which makes a gulf between it and science’. Thought arises
in a psychological situation and its relevancy is entirely limited to
it. The evolutionary doctrine treats every distinct organ or struc-
ture as an instrument of adaptation to a special situation so the
pragmatists insist that the logical theory ought to be regarded as
an account of thinking as a ‘mode of adaptation to its own
generating conditions’,—these conditions being, as bas been
indicated above, the inner distractions produced by the compli-
cated and jarring needs and desires of the organism.

To sum up: Thg pragmatists, taking Schopenhauer’s pre-
mises that the intellect is evolved for the service of life and is
inherently incapable of knowing the ultimate reality, seem to
derive a different conclusion from what Schopenhauer himself
meant to draw. What, according to Schopenhauer, is to be
regarded as the failure of the intellect is from the point of view of
the pragmatists exactly its proper function, for philosophy, accord-
ing to them, can do nothing but to ‘identify itself with questions
which actually arise in the vicissitudes of life.” Philosophy does
give insight into existence ; it does render things more intelligible;
but ¢ these considerations are subject to the final criterion of what
it means to acquire insight and to make things intelligible, i.e.
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In the pragmatic psychology we find the same two promi-
nent features which we saw in the account which Schopenhauer
gave of the nature and genesis of the intellectual activities—viz.,
the purposive character of thought and the importance of conflzct.
All thinking is purposive. Pragmatism recognises thoroughly
that the ®purposive character of mental life generally must
influence and pervade also our most remotely cognitive activities,’
and it is guided by this principle in the construction of its theory
of knowledge.! This viewpoint had been stated much earlier
by Prof. James in his Psychology, Briefer Course, as follows:
¢. . .. mental life is primarily teleological, that is to say . . . .
our various ways of feeling and thinking have grown to be what
they are because of their utility in shaping our reactions on the
outer world. . . Primarily, then, and fundamentally, the mental
life is for the sake of action of a preservative sort.’”> We have
also seen how the presence of conflict is of equal importance.
Our whole conscious life arises in conflict. Thought is born
in struggle and in tension, in discords and discrepancies. It
solves the problems, it overcomes the difficulties. The
pragmatic theory of intelligence is thus a forward-looking theory.
¢ Intelligence as intelligence’, says Prof. Dewey, ‘is inherently
forward-looking '. * Pragmatic intelligence is a * creative intelli-
gence’ in the sense of moulding experience in view of the needs
of life (i.e. *in the service of the will’) and determining the future
qualities of experience. It is thus a process of experimentation
and trial, and is, therefore, different from the creative work of the
artist who is striving after an ideal.

Thus for Schopenhauer as well as the pragmatists the
intellect is a biological instrument for improving human behavi-
our. But whereas Schopenhauer thus reducing the intellect to
the level of a mere tool for action in the service of the will has
recourse to ‘instinctive feeling’ or, a kind of ‘intuition’ to
satisfy man’s passion to experience the ultimate reality, the
pragmatists elevate intelligence to the place of supreme instru-
ment which enriches the whole of human life and ‘deny and

1 Cf. Schiller’s Humanism, p. 8.

¢ Psychology, Briefer Course, p. 8.
3 Cf. Dewey’s Essay in Creative Intelligence.,
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of the intellect. He, therefore, assumes outright the existence
of the organism with its vital needs and wants—its ¢ will-to-live ’,
so to say,—and he assumes also the presence of environment with
its natural energies. He does not try to rise (as Schopenhauer
does) beyond the phenomenal experience which is for him merely
an intercourse between the organism and the environment.!
The fundamental questions, why organisms exist, why they
strive and wish to live and propagate their species, which are in
themselves exceedingly interesting problems, do not interest him
as much as they did Schopenhauer who, as we have seen above,
grounded these biological needs in the Will to Live, the ultimate
reality which is an endless striving after life, and which individual-
ises itself in animal organism. The pragmatist, then, taking
for granted the organism and its needs, goes on to show how
thought arises. He shows that the environment, in which the
organism is placed, being not always friendly, the individual
tries to mould it so that the needs of life and the desires corre-
sponding to those needs may be realised. In such an enterprise,
memory, imagination and thought arise as a help in the struggle
for existence and being of priceless advantage are, according to
the Darwinian laws, encouraged and preserved. It is thus the
complicated needs of the organism that call forth thought and
reflection. It would, in all probability, never have arisen and
certainly would never have thriven *if the affectional life of the
genus homo had always been serene and blissful without alloy.’
The entire business of thought is to remove the discordances
and discrepancies that arise in the problems confronting us in
our daily life. Logic is, thus, for the pragmatist, a group of
changing and flexible rules which themselves arise and end in
the needs and exigencies of life. It is #of to be considered as
‘a set of immutable and eternal laws to which any and every
judgment must conform on pain of being condemned as false.’
Thought is a process of experimenting with the materials of our
experience, changing and moulding it for the satisfaction of our
desires.

* Cf. Creative Intelligence, pp. 36, 37—Influeace of Darwin and other Essays,
pp. 155-157—Essays in Experimental Logic, pp. 228, 332, 425, etc.
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This account of the genesis and nature of intelligence is,
according to Schopenhaur, ‘primarily zoological, anatomical,
physiological.” How the unconscious ¢ Wille zum Leben ’ gives
rise to intelligence is, indeed a problem. But the intellect,
Schopenhauer maintains, has come into being in response to
practical and biological needs of the organism and, therefore, it is
designed merely for the practical purposes, that is to say, for
¢ the comprehension of those ends upon the attainment of which
depends the individual life and its propagation’.! Two things
stand out prominently in this account of the nature and function
of the intellect; first the purposive charvacter of the intellectual
activities and second, tze importance of conflici. The raison
d’etre of thought is, as indicated above, to enable the individual
organism to react successfully on the external impulses and
influences and thus to conserve its being. From this point of
view intellectual processes are usef«/ in the highest degree. It
is a tool of the most various utility . And since the intellect is
provided only in consequence of the practical needs of life its
only function will be the satisfaction of those needs and in this
way both our action and cognition will be controlled throughout
by this purpose alone. The doctrine is thus thoroughly teleo-
logical, not indeed in the wider sense of a cosmic purposiveness
but in the sphere of mental life only. Not less important is the
motion of conflict. Consciousness, as has been fully emphasised
arises out of con/Zict, 1t is the conflicting and intricate situation
and also the complexity of the wants and needs of the organism
that lead to the more and more perfect formation of the faculty of
formulating ideas and its organs until, in the course of the struggle
for existence, arose consciousness itself.

Now it is through this conception of the nature and genesis
of the intellect, as we said above, that Schopenhauer paves the
way for Pragmatism. The pragmatist is a biologist and an
evolutionist. He looks upon mind and its products as biological
instruments. He is interested to show how knowledge has arisen
in the evolutionary movement and in pointing out the function

* Haldane and Kemp, vol. iii, p. 21,
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vegetirte, sich entwunden hat. Dadurch wird hier die Bewegung
auf Motive und wegen dieser die Erkenntnis nothwendig.” * It
is obvious that as the animal rises higher and higher in the scale
its wants and needs also become more and more complicated
and it becomes more and more dependent upon opportunity and
thus it stands in need of a greater degree of intelligence in order
to survive in its struggle for existence. And when the objecti-
fication of Will reaches the stage of humanity we find that in
the case of man—that ‘complicated, many-sided imaginative
being '—the needs and requirements of life become so bewildering
and confusing that a perfect development of intelligence becomes
the conditio sine qua non of his very existence.

Thus the development of intelligence keeps pace with the
development of the needs of life. According to Schopenhauer,
then knowledge is only a ‘secondary added thing’; it is
‘secondary and subordinate everywhere’ and as he puts it,
it was not necessary for the maintenance of things in general,
but merely for the maintenance of individual animal beings. He
emphasises the fact that the faculty of knowledge, like every
other organ, has only arisen for the purpose of self-preservation
and hence every animal possessess intelligence to find out the
means of its own existence, thus to conserve its own being and to
propagate the species. With man the case is not different. And
if there is any difference at all it is just this; man has infinitely
more wants than the animals and consequently his maintenance is
much more difficult and therefore a much higher degree of
intelligence is required in order to enable him to meet the
demands of life. 7/e intellect, however, springs from the * will to
Live’ and is nothing but a tool for its service. It has been provided
simply to meet the essential demands of life—nourishment and
propagation. It is, in the words of Schopenhauer, ¢ a thoroughly
practical tendency’ (‘durchaus praktischer Tendenz’ iii, 333),
which remains almost throughout entirely subjected to the needs
of life. It is further designated by him as ‘Notbehelf' and
¢ Krucke ' which is simply meant to help the individual in its
struggle for life.

Y Grisebach Ed., vol. i, p. 212, °
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the ¢ anatomical element’ by Geoffroy de St. Hilaire) continues
in all essential points unchanged in all the vertebrates, though they
possess the greatest susceptibility to modification according to the
varying environment. In the neck of the giraffe (for example)
the same seven vertebraz which in the mole were contracted to
such an extent as not to be recognisable are prodigiously
prolonged enabling it to browse upon the tops of tall African
trees. This unity of the plan, argues Schopenhauer, cannot be
accounted for as one of the aspects of the adaptation of the
organism to the environment. For this adaptation might have
been in many cases as well or better realised by means of
different structure and different numbers and disposition of
bones in different species.®

Thus here we find a clear formulation of the evolutionary
doctrine and Schopenbauer himself adds a reference to a passage
in the Parerga und Parvalipomena in which he expounds at much
greater length his own particular form of organic evolutionism.
This passage occurs in the small treatise (Chapter VI of Parerga
und Paralipomena) entitled Zur Philosophie und Wissenschaft
der Natur. With the publication of this work (1850) Schopen-
hauer ‘unmistakably announced that the philosophy of nature
to which his metaphysics of the will led was of a frankly and
completely evolutionist type.’ 2

111

As an evolutionist Schopenhauer also held that the function of
the intellect has been evolved to meet the pressing demands of life
just as the eyes and the stomach and the other organs have been
developed and preserved through the agency of natural selection.
Thus like every other character of complex living organism, thought
has its history and its origin. It is the complexity of the wants
of the situation or environment that demands a certain amount of
intelligence. As Schopenhauer puts it: ‘Die Hahrung muss
daher aufgesucht, ausgewahlt werden, von dem Punkte an, wo das
their dem Ei oder Mutterleibe in welchem es erkenntnisslos

1 Cf. Uber den Willen in dev Naluv, 2nd Edition, 1854, p. 51,

2 Cf. Monisl, vol. xxi, p. 207, for a detailed account of the particular form of Organic
Evolution which Schop. adopted.
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unconscious principle which manifests itself in the temporal
world. It is conceived as a * blind urge’ (ein blinder Drang ’)
towards activity and change, towards individuation, towards
multiplication and ¢ diversification’ of the modes of concrete
existence and towards a struggle for survival between these
modes’, Schopenhauer designates it as ¢ Wille zum Leben' and
he further characterises it as ‘ein endloses Streben’, as ‘ein
endloser Fluss’, as ‘ein ewiges Werden’ without ‘rest’ and
without ¢ purpose’. It objectifies itself in a gradual progression
and cumulative order. Every objectification pre-supposes the
preceding one but adds to it some new trait. Now this conception
of the Will to Live readily lends itself to an evolutionistic
construction and it is interesting to find that Schopenhauer him-
self, though in the beginning of his speculations he did not put
such a construction, in his later writings did adopt such an inter-
pretation quite explicitly and emphatically, and connected with
his metaphysical principles a thorough-going scheme of cosmic
and organic evolution. This has been fully brought out by Prof.
Arthur O. Lovejoy in an essay entitled ‘ Schopenhauer as an
Evolutionist’.*

And by the year 1850 Schopenhauer had reformulated his
conception of the objectification of the will in thoroughly
evolutionistic terms. It is strange to find that this fact has been
ignored by most of the historians of philosophy, and Schopen-
hauer’s position has been represented as consistently anti-
evolutionistic.?

In his * Wille in der Natur’ in 1854 we find Schopenhauer
setting down a brief and unequivocal affirmation of the origin of
species from one another through descent. This alone, he thinks,
would explain the unity of plan manifest in the skeletal structure
of a great number of diverse species. In other words, Schopen.
hauer argues in ‘favour of transformism by pointing to one of the
most important and familiar evidences of the truth of the theory
of descent, viz. the homologies in the inner structure of all the

vertebrates .  The number and arrangement of the bones (called
1 See Monist, vol. xxi, pp. 195-232.

"% It is however noticed by Volkelt in his 4. Schopenhaner, Seine Personlickkeit elc.,
pp. 198-199 (Stuttgart, 1909).
7
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‘SCHOPENHAUER AS A FORERUNNER
OF PRAGMATISM".

(A Paper rvead before the All-India Philosophical Congress held at
Patna, December 1931.)

‘KNOWLEDGE generally rational as well as merely sensuous’
says Schopenhauer ‘ proceeds from the *“ will ”, itself . . . .
as a means of supporting the individual and the species,
just like any organ of the body. Originally destined for the
service of the will, for the accomplishment of its aim, it remains
almost throughout entirely subjected to its service: It is so in all
brutes and in almost all men.” T It is through this conception of
the nature and origin of thought as subordinate to the needs of
life that Schopenhauer seems to prepare the way for Pragmatism,
according to which our thought, however subtle, delicate and
elaborate in the last instance, aims only at purely practical effects.
In the above mentioned passage, as Prof. W. P. Montague 2
points out if we substitute for ¢ Will’, the ¢ concrete organisms’
whose needs and wants are in conflict with one another and with
their environment we could take it as a tolerable formulation of
the theory of genetic psychology which is lucidly set forth by
Prof. John Dewey and also in the writings of the Chicago School.
It is on this changed conception of the nature of thought that
Pragmatism also bases its changed account of ¢ Truth’. And these
two problems constitute the very essence of the pragmatic theory
of knowledge. I shall proceed to consider here Schopenhauer’s
view of the nature of intelligence and its function in order to
determine in what sense he may be regarded as founder and the
best interpreter of the pragmatist conception of intelligence.

II

According to Schopenhauer the * Will’ is the absolute and
ultimate reality. It is neither mind nor matter but a blind and

X The World as Will and ldea, Tr. by Haldane and Kemp, vol. i, p. 199.
? The Ways of Knowing or The Methods of Philosophy, pp. 154155,
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VERSES
Song of the Twilight

[ SAW Twilight set her golden feet
On silvery water
And look upon the wooing earth
With beaming eyes in her blushing face,
The rising moon and the sinking sun.
Her drifting feet danced in rapt silence

And she sang her life-song of a thousand colours
It faded on her petalled lips

As one eye grew dim and was gone ;
But the other rose high and began her milky song.

On the First Day of the Rains

HEARKEN, the harp’s music the wind’s fingers play
On the twinkling strings of the rain,
And the life-song pours into the heart of everything.
Behold, the children, who run to catch
The rushing water in tiny pools, appear
Like golden angels in the earth’s dim dream;
And the eastern sky like a lovely maiden
Lifting up her head after a bath
And shyly hiding her face in the clouds, wearing
The jewels of the rainbow round her neck.

SHER MOHAMMED KHAN.
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THE WORST DAY OF MY LIFE

l WAS not more than seven years old when on a certain day
(the day which is the worst day of my life), I asked my mother
aboutevery member of my family, She told me about some of

them, that they were my relatives, and advised me to respect them.
My little brain was not able to understand the meaning of ‘relatives’.
I was about to ask the meaning when my playfellow (the child
of my nurse), came to play with me. I at once remembered that
my mother never included his name with the names of those whom
she called relatives. Now I remembered that my mother excluded
many other persons and never told me anything about them. I
asked her: ‘ Mamma, why didn’t you include the name of our old
gardener, my loving nurse, my dear playfellow, etc.?’ She
laughed and said, * You baby, they are our servants, how could
I put their names with those of our family who are the masters?’

My poor little mind, my simple and true mind, my heavenly
brain, never understood the meaning of my mother’s three different
words * Relatives’, ‘Servant’ and ‘Master’ for the same kind of crea-
tures. I wishIhad notasked the question. 1wish my mother had not
tried to understand me. [ have some heavenly memory of those
days when my mother had not told me, had not tried to make it
clear to me. That was the ‘worst day’ of my life, because after
the very worst day I was no more in that world where there were
no servants, no masters, no relatives, Now I was in a world which
is filled with servants and masters.

HASAN ASGHAR
V YEAR (HISTORY)
Osmamia Univ. College.
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trifle like that is unreasonable. Irritability and querulousness of
this kind shows a temper wholly out of keeping with our easy-
going and happy-go-lucky ways. *¢Live and let live’, isour motto,
and visitors should try to fall in with our ways, if they wish to
come here and be happy and welcome among us.

I am, Sir,
Yours faithfully,
A. VICARABADI.
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solitary, somnalent porter, peacefully sucking his mange, is not
cruel enough to shoo them away. Let others carp and cavil, but
we Vicarabadis feel that at last things are as they should be.

I hope I have been successful in giving the impression that,
being far from the hurly-burly of life, we are quiet and peaceful
people. So it is absurd of those who come here for a few days to
expect us to hustle. Visitors are sometimes very exacting. Some
months ago, I believe, a visitor complained of, what he called, the
leisurely and dilatory methods of our local post-office. The post-
master is supposed to open the post-office at ten in the morning
but, having some important work to do at home, such as having a
hair-cut, or making arrangements for the naming-ceremony of his
latest baby, he arrives sometimes at twelve and sometimes at two
in the afternoon. Well, after all, why shouldn’t he? He feels,
and rightly, that people come here for rest and quiet. So why
should they be so frantically regular in their correspondence ?
And if they miss one post, surely their letters could go by the next.
And why should they be always pestering him to sell them stamps ?
Surely, if he is late in coming to the post-office,—only an hour or
two, and never more than two or three times a week,—they could
post their letters without stamping them. The postal department
is obliging enough to carry letters without their being stamped.
So why make a fuss? Another ridiculous complaint is that you
cannot register letters going by the British post or send money
orders from the local post-office, and that you have to go to Tandur
for the purpose. If people were only reasonable, they would see
what an advantage this really is. They could enjoy a pleasant
ride in the train to Tandur as well as register their letters
or send their money orders. Just for a trifle like that, we feel that
it is unreasonable to complain and be cantankeroys. We feel that
visitors here often make mountains out of mole-hills: for instance,
a few days ago, a visitor returning to Hyderabad by the evening
train had a great deal of luggage which had to be weighed, and
the clerk in charge of the weighing machine couldn’t be found, as
he had gone out to have his tea. Well, if the train wi// go at five,
when it is time for tea, what is a poor, hard-worked fellow to do?
The train can always wait a little : the boiling water in the engine
doesn’t easily get cold but tea does. To lose one’s temper over a
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are not unmindful of the glory that was Bidar, but people seem
to forget the grandeur that was Vicarabad.

As I have just spoken of the railway, I should like to men-
tion the welcome change that has come over things recently. In
the old days, the railway officials were very officious. Even for
important district officers, if they were late in getting to the
station, the train would not stop for more than ten or fifteen
minutes. And if you were having a meal in the refreshment
room, you couldn’t dawdle over a second helping of a dish. The
guard and the station master were always at your elbow to see
that you bolted your food within the scheduled time. But the
railway officials, one is glad to say, are altogether more human
now, and have some consideration for the human weakness of
unpunctuality. You can now have your third helping of a favour-
ite dish—if such a thing is ever cooked at any railway refresh-
ment room—or munch your cheese and biscuits in peace and at
your leisure, without having the glowering eye of an irate railway
official staring disapproval at you. We are sometimes apt to
forget that machinery is there to serve man and cater for his
comfort, and if time and tide do not wait for man, a train at least
should. Far too much importance, I feel, is attached in these
mad, modern days to schedules and time-tables and regularity
and all such tedious things that make life a dull, mechanical
routine and rob it of its spontaneity. We Vicarabadis, at least
are not soulless people of dull routine and mechanical punctual-
ity. We realise the profound truth of Oscar Wilde's saying
that ¢ punctuality is the thief of time’. But since the railway
has fortunately changed hands, there is a distinct and
welcome change for the better. Gone is all that quite
unnecessary, un-Indian bustle and hurry, and a welcome quiet
and gentle peace have descended upon the railway station here.
"~ There is no jostling now on the platform, no raucous voices of
the porters are heard any more, even the strident voice of the
all-important station master is lowered to a gentler key, a more
human speech. Goats and donkeys wander about at their sweet
will—as all free animals should—over the rails and on the
platform, even within a few minutes of a train’s arrival, but the
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the shackles of the purdah. In the early morning and in the
cool of the evening, the fields are a blaze of colour with the poly-
chromatic saris of the ladies who take the air twice a day. Ex-
cept for their multicoloured sa#»is, the only colour in the fields
just now is the red of the soil and, here and there, the fierce
scarlet gesture of the goid mohur.

We are, as a community, highly educated too. Instances
are not wanting of men, and even women, of this place who have
passed the Middle School Examination: and lest you should
think that they are romancing about their academic successes,
they show you, with pardonable pride, their certificates which
are framed and hung up in their drawing-rooms.

We have attractions for all kinds of visitors. For those who
are fond of walking, there are large open spaces, where they can
walk to their heart’s content. For the exercise-fiend, there are
ploughed fields with up-turned clods, which will give him as much
exercise as he wishes for. For those who wish to loiter along in
a leisurely way, combining meditation with gentle exercise, there
are shady lanes where they can saunter along undisturbed.
For the romantically minded, we have * Lovers’ Lane’, a cool,
shady lane with two or three rosc-embowered cottages 4 deux,
ideal ‘habitations for a honeymoon couple. By common tacit
consent no one walks through this lane, for fear of prying upon
the privacy and disturbing the billing and cooing of these happy
turtle-doves.

Vicarabad is one of those haunts of peace and dole far
niente that are so welcome in these days of hustle and hurry,
where, ¢ far from the madding crowd’, you forget the ignoble
strife and struggle of the world. I would not have it understood,
however, that we are lotus-eaters exactly ; oh no, we are no shirk-
ers of work, we do our two or three hours of work a day as
regularly as anyone else.

Vicarabad is now an important railway junction ; visitors to
Bidar have to change here. But we rather resent the attitude of
people who exalt Bidar at our expense: they seem to use us as a
stepping-stone to higher things. We are cultured people, we
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They say the Lion and the Lizard keep
The Courts where Jamshyd gloried and drank deep.

Old Omar must have written his lines on just such another
sad ruin as this.

Wild life of the jungle too is not lacking on this spacious
hill. Nilgai and Sambur can be seen wandering about freely
and fearlessly, for shooting is discouraged here now. There is,
indeed, a local legend that a very old tiger haunts this hill, but,
as no one has seen him within living memory, perhaps it is only
his ghost that wanders about, and as even his voice, which some
profess to have heard, is said to be thin and squeaky, perhaps it
is only the ghost of its ancient roar that is faintly heard now and
again.

The air of Vicarabad is very salubrious and cool; the tem-
perature here is at least half to one degree cooler than that of
Hyderabad; it has never been known to go beyond 114 degrees
‘in the shade ; no wonder Vicarabad attracts visitors in the hot
weather. The water of this place is said to contain a little iron;
that is perhaps why it is slightly rusty to the taste. But it is a
tonic in itself and a natural ageritsf; what though it is not entire-
ly odourless ; what though it is also not entirely colourless, as,
I believe, all good water should be. It is slightly pinkish in
shade: the local poet, to whom I have referred, called it once, as
local tradition says, ©roseate as the feet of Aurora and redolent
as the locks of Hyacinthus'.  But that, perhaps, is a slight and
excusable poetic exaggeration. Before condemning it, however,
we must remember that even in large cities water sometimes, for
the sake of health, has to be coloured with potassium permang-
anate, and is sometimes, for the same reason, slightly scented and
flavoured with chlorine. So that Nature here has saved man a
great deal of trouble.

Although rural, we are a very advanced and progressive
community. Even the modern purdah-breaket, who tilts not at
windmills but at the veil, will find that we are not obscurantists.
The local ladies of the highest social status walk about freely
‘here, having discarded the trammels of convention and broken

6
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on it in his Collected Poems, and will remember the fine opening
lines of the poem :—

O Anantgiri, height sublime,

Far-famed in every distant clime.

From the top of this high hill, you have a wonderful view of
the country below and around you. Goldsmith’s ¢ Traveller’,
on the testimony of Macaulay,—and his statement must be true,
for was not Macaulay a reliable historian 7—was able, from his high
perch in the Alps, to look down on three countries, but a visitor
from the top of Anantgiri can look down on no less than five—or
is it only four? —different districts of H. E. H. the Nizam’s Do-
minions. A truly wonderful panorama stretches out before you,
as far as eye can see. Sitting on this high hill, away from the
bustle and murmur of human life, one realises a little the aloofness
and unconcern of the gods on high Olympus when looking down
on humanity and its little concerns from their sublime height.

On a small, flat stretch of ground on the top of this hill are
the ruins of what once must have been a fine shooting-box, which
was built by the Prime Minister I have alluded to, but all that
remains now is a few rusty and decrepit walls of corrugated iron.
It must have been a luxurious pavilion in its heyday, comforta-
ble and cool, for, to keep the heat out, the corrugated iron sheets
were lined with thick felt, which now alas! hangs in tatters.
One can imagine the whiskered and bearded men of the 70’s and
80’s carousing deep and making merry in this shooting-box in
the evenings after the day’s sport was over. They were a race
apart, those men : life ran an even tenor for them, they did not
bother about the morrow : they were care-free and happy, play-
ing pranks and laughing at their ribald jokes. Life had a
savour of its own for them which we, in our age of hurry and
bustle and noise, have entirely lost. They are dead and gone
now, those fine, genial, Falstaffian figures of the 70’s, whose
photographs, in faded daguerreotype, may still be seen preserved
in some family album so dear to Victorian times. The shooting-
box, where they held their Bacchanalian revels, is all in rack and
ruin now, serving as another pathetic reminder to humamty of its
little day.
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were foxed and yellow with age, but he had had most of them sump-
tuously bound in morocco or in calf. Of course, I am very fond of
first editions and greatly admired his collection, but once when I
suggested rather timidly that perhaps the first edition of a law
book might be slightly out of date, he was extremely indignant,
and said with great dignity that the edition that was good enough
for Lord Reading, who rose to be Chief Justice of England, was
good enough for him. Thinking over this argument, one had to
admit that perhaps he was right.

The other distinguished man was our doctor. Subsequent to
his retirement from government service, as sub-assistant surgeon,
he had acquired a great deal of experience and skill in medicine.
In his old age he had settled down in his native place, and gave
the benefit of his knowledge—free in most cases—to his fellow-
townsmen. But some people are never satisfied. They used to
say of him—rather uncharitably, I think—that he was inclined too
much to favour the undertakers. What can the most skilful
physician do when people w#// come to him in their last moments ?
Besides, people Zave to die some time or other. But it's an ill
wind that blows nobody any good : the doctor got his fees, the
undertakers received their wages and the patient was relieved of
his pain. So perhaps all’s well that ends well.

I wonder what the poet and the lawyer and the doctor would
have said, could they have seen these post-mortem eulogies.
They were all of them modest, self-effacing men of a retiring
disposition who hated to be praised openly or have their good
qualities made public. So if I had written these panegyrics in
their lifetime, in just indignation the poet might have lampooned
me, the lawyer might have sued me and the doctor, with one of his
green pills or purple tinctures, would have sent me—to what place

I wonder! The one I cannot hope for, the other I dare not think
about !

One of the show-places of the neighbourhood is our local hill-
station, Anantgiri, which is no less than twenty to twenty-five feet
higher than the sea-level of the locality. This hill has been des-
cribed by many people. = The great local poet has paid his tribute
to it : your cultured readers will, no doubt, have read the noble ode
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and this, I am sure, will be accorded to us through the medium of
your popular and widely read magazine.

Way back, as the Americans would say, in the 70's, Vicara-
bad was discovered, one might almost say founded, by one of the
famous Prime Ministers of Hyderabad, after whom it was then
named. This does not mean that we are parvenus in any sense,
or that this place has grown up in a night like a mushroom, In-
deed, we go back to times immemorial, buthere I am not concern-
ed with historical disquisitions or topographical researches.
Those who are interested in such things may refer to gazetteers
and such other tedious works of reference. All that I wish to touch
upon are the beauties and the attractions of this place.

One of the places of attraction here is the house of our famous
local poet who, alas! is with us no more. Indeed, it is a place of
pilgrimage to visitors from far and near. His fame has extended
to Tandur and Wadi, and pilgrims from even far-distant Gulburga
have been known to visit the house, walking, with hushed rever-
ence, about the large halls, gaping in silent awe at his wondrous
bibelots and his bric-a-brac from Birmingham, or asking in whispers
details of the poet’s ascetic life, and looking at the sacred desk
where he composed his masterpieces or fingering gingerly the
delicate jade pen with which he wrote them. The caretaker of
the house, who shows the pilgrims round—for a consideration, of
course,—is a character himself. He would have won fame as a
writer of fiction : he has a marvellous memory and a remarkable
power of invention ; he remembers the titles of all the poems that
the poet has written, and, where he doesn’t, he invents them with
marvellous plausibility. He can also show you the room or the
odd nooks and corners of the garden where each poem was
composed.

Mention of the poet reminds me of two other local men of
distinction, who also are gathered to their fathers. One was a
lawyer who, finding Bidar too small for his great abilities, had
migrated to Vicarabad, where he had established a large practice.
He used to boast of the distinction that he was one of the ‘only
two Hyderabadis who were called to the Bar in Dublin. He had
a large collection of law books, mostly first editions. Their pages
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OUR VICARABAD LETTER

VICARABAD,

Junz, 1932.
To

THE EDITOR, Osmania University College Magazine,

Dear Sir,

AVING heard of your esteemed journal—for your popularity
has reached us even in distant Vicarabad—I venture to write
and tell you something of Vicarabad, so that through you it

may reach a wide public. If your circulation is as large as that of
your two famous contemporaries, 7/%e Hyderabad Bulletin and The
Saheefa —and I am given to understand that it is—then I am sure
of a public both in H. E. H. the Nizam’s State and outside it.

In these modern days of publicity, I feel that it is not right
for us to hide our lignt under a bushel. Many of the interesting
towns of Europe are written about and described, with the result
that they attract large numbers of visitors and so become not only
famous but prosperous. That is what I feel Vicarabad needs: it
needs to be written up : but not in the cold guide-book manner of
a Murray or a Baedeker; it requires the friendly pen and the
intimate touch of an E. V. Lucas.  But possessing neither the
advertising style of the guide-book nor the inimitable manner of a
Lucas, I must try to do the best that I can.

I fear we have been too modest in the past, too apt to say to
ourselves that good wine needs no bush, but you will agree with
me that even the best vintage needs to be advertised in this
commercial age. I feel sure that after reading this, your public
will see that Vicarabad is a place well worth a visit. By this I do
not mean to suggest that we are entirely neglected : of course, we:
have our share of annual visitors—* fit though few '—but we feel
that by our modesty in keeping silent about ourselves, we are
depriving a large number of people of the beauties and the behnefits’
of this place, So that, as 1 said before, we need a little piiblicity;’
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THE CLOUDS ROLL BY

We know not where we go,
We know not how we came,

In blue, blue deep we row

We watch the planets’ game.
We sail to isles of dreams

To seek enchanted cells.

We float, we sigh, we swim,
Where lovely Luna dwells.

We give the Moon a silver velil,
A shroud we give the Sun,

We give to Earth a thunderbolt,
But lo !—the course is run.

We see the wreck is nigh,

How shallow is the Deep.

We laugh and linger in scorn,
We know we have to weep.

AZIZ AHMAD,
IV YEAR,
Osmania University College.
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falling into the water. Heran to the well and cried ¢ Kamala’.
‘ Ramacharan’, cried a female voice from inside. Instantly he
jumped into the well and the next morning both were found in
each other’s arms. Kamala, like Ramacharan, started from her
home to put an end to her life and seeing some one coming threw
herself into the well and thus sacrificed her life. In vain did their
parents weep for them. A Sadkhu who was passing by the well
and heard the whole story only said: ¢They are married in
Heaven’, muttering, as he passed on: ¢Shanti’.

R. MAHADEV.

A QUERY

He laid his hand upon his heart

And said: *‘ How sad that we must part !’
I wonder what he would have said

If he had laid it on his head.

J. O. KER.
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them. It was a pleasure to them to communicate to each other
the extent of their love and more than once had they quarelled over
the question whether a man is more faithful in his love or a woman.

Such was the state of affairs when at the end of the college
term Ramacharan received a letter from his mother asking him to
go to Yallamanchili in the ensuing holidays. He took leave of
Kamala, promised her that he would be writing a letter once a
week and would come at the end of the holidays, as he had to
complete one more year for his Intermediate. After his return
home Ramacharan kept his promise and only the other day he had
received a letter from Kamala informing him of her success in the
Matriculation in the first class, which she added she would not
have obtained_had he not helped her as he did. He was thinking
of going to Madras in a few days when he received two letters,
one from the Superintendent and one from Kamala herself. The
former was an invitation asking him to attend the wedding of
Kamala, and Kamala wrote to him what had happened since his
return home; how her father refused to allow her marriage with
Ramacharan; how he abused her regard for a poor villager; how
he insisted on her marrying a boy from a rich family who had failed
thrice in his Matriculation and lastly how she had decided to
sacrifice her life rather than to marry him. This was the cause of
his meditation.

Ramacharan returned to Madras but there he was not receiv-
ed by the Superintendent with the same regard as he was hitherto.
He could not even after many trials obtain a chance of speaking to
Kamala. All that be could observe was that preparations for
marriage were going on rapidly and all that he could hear was
that Kamala was going to be married to a rich man of Madras. It
was the 1oth of April and the marriage was to come off on the 11th.
Ramacharan, failing in his attempts to obtain even a glimpse of
Kamala, decided to put an end to his life on the same day. Behind
the Hostel and not far away there was an old well. He started
towards it. It was ten o’clock in the night and the moon was
shining brightly. When he was some twenty yards from the well
he saw a figure approaching the well from the other side. ©One
minute passed and he heard a great noise of some heavy body
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MARRIED IN HEAVEN

‘MY boy! Why do not you take your meals? It is twelve
o’clock now and you have not even had breakfast to-day’,
said a woman of forty-five to her son. Ramacharan rose from
his chair where he was writing something idly and followed his
mother to the kitchen. He took his meal but all that he did to
conceal his thoughts was not sufficient to keep his mother from
guessing what passed in his mind. She asked him again and again
what he was brooding over but all that she could obtain in reply
was that he had not answered his papers quite satisfactorily. This
answer did not quite satisfy her either, but it was enough to
suppress her curiosity for the moment.

Yallamanchili was a village in the Vizag. District and Rama-
charan was a student living in that village. His father had died
when he was very young, leaving some property. His mother
since the death of her husband spent the whole of her time on her
only son. Ramacharan, too, was a very clever boy. He passed
his examinations with distinction and stood first in the Lower
Secondary, and Matriculation Examinations, obtaining first class
honours and carried away all the prizes awarded in that connection.
Such a promising boy should not be kept idle, so his mother sent
him to Madras to prosecute his studies there in college. Rama-
charan, a boy of eighteen, was thus obliged to leave his native place
for the first time.

He met many things in Madras which attracted his notice but
that which attracted him most was Kamala, the daughter of the
Superintendent of the Hostel he was living in. She was a girl of
fifteen studying in the Matriculation and was the pride of her
school. She used to come to Ramacharan to ask him to solve her
difficulties and these occasional interviews had the effect of deep-
ening the impressions of their first meeting. They used to go
for a walk every morning and evening exchanging their ideas about
things which interested them both., As time rolled on that coms
pany which was at first a pleasure, became a passion to both of

S
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deprivation for six months. In ancient times this disease was
common among sailors and others who used to sail for long
periods without having citrus fruits and green vegetables in their
diets. Deficiency of this vitamin for a long time especially
affects the cardio-vascular system and lymphoid tissue, Thus
scurvy causes haemorrhage (especially of the gums), loosening of
the teeth and accumulation of blpod underneath the skin. Pro-
longed scurvy in the absence of Vitamin C is fatal.

There is great expectation and probability of finding out
a sixth vitamin. There is a possibility of its remaining with Vita-
min B, and consequently it will be a water-soluble vitamin. Its
special concentrated sources and ordinary sources will coincide
with the sources of Vitamin B. The lack of this vitamin will
have very serious results. Pellagra, a fatal disease, is said to be
caused by the lack of this vitamin.

S. N. VARMA,
M.B., B.S. (Il YEAR),

Osmania Medical College.
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set is advantageous to health. This vitamin is absent in polished
rice, white bread, and vegetable oils.

The Fat Soluble Vitamin E.—The Vitamin E is obtainable
from the vegetable kingdom, especially from an oil extracted from
sprouting wheat germ. This vitamin is necessary for reproduc-
tive organs and the growth of an animal. The experiments on
rats prove that the absence of-this vitamin causes sterility.

The Water Soluble Vitamin B.—The other name given to
this vitamin is antineuritic, because this vitamin guards the body
against polineuritis. This vitamin is especially found in concen-
trated form in yeast. The ordinary sources are green vegetables,
wheat germinated, wholemeal bread, unpolished rice, milk, egg-
yolk, oats, whole grains, maize whole grain, barley whole grain,
peas dry and germinated, nuts, onions etc. It is not present in
polished rice, white flour, vegetable oils and sago etc. The
deprivation of this vitamin causes polineuritis, for experiments on
animals show that polineuritis is produced most rapidly in pigeons
within a month. The experiments on rats show that growth is
arrested in young rats in three days. Beri-beri is common in
Bengal, China, Japan and among those people who generally eat
polished rice and white bread. If the aqueous extract of the
outer portion of rice is added to the diet, the disease is cured and
resistance is produced in the body against this disease. The
Japanese, as we know them, are practical people. As soon as
they introduced these preventive measures the disease became
a thing of the past in Japan. Polineuritis causes severe nervous
symptoms, digestive troubles, paralysis, swelling of the limbs and
trunk, with accumulation of fluid in those parts. This disease is

fatal. Antineuritic vitamin is slightly affected by heat and
oxidation.

The Water Soluble Vitamin C.—1t is designated as antiscor-
butive for the reason that it cures and protects against scurvy.
The chief sources are the juices of citrus fruits such as lemons,
oranges etc. It is mostly found in tomatoes, onion, garlic,
cabbage and other green vegetables. It is absent in rice, white
flour, wholemeal bread, in all the vegetable and animal fats
except milk. The absence of Vitamin C produces scurvy after
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an ophthalmic or eye disease called Xerophthalmia. The concen-
trated source of this vitamin is cod-liver oil. Ordinarily it is
found in animal fats, milk, butter, cream, egg-yolk, wheat bread,
unpolished rice and germinated grains. This vitamin is not
present in polished rice, wheat white flour, and vegetable oils.
This vitamin is destroyed on heating, e.g. milk boiled with
ordinary process loses its Vitamin A, The destruction of Vita-
min A depends upon the process of oxidation. If the milk is
sterilised in an autoclave or heated in an oxygen-free utensil, it
will not lose its vitamins. The deprivation of this vitamin in the
diet leads to the arrest of growth in young animals and children
and is often fatal to them. In adults it causes Xerophthalmia,
night blindness and lowered resistance to various lung, skin and
other affections.

The Fat Soluble Vitamin D.—The Vitamin D is named
antirachitic because it protects the body against a bone-deforming
disease called rickets. It is found with Vitamin A. It is present
in very large quantities in cod-liver oil and butter. It is more
resistant to heat and oxidation than Vitamin A. The present
experiments prove that it is particularly related to sunlight. This
close relation and production of this vitamin from Ultra-Violet
rays is proved by the fact that if Vitamin D is destroyed from milk
and this milk is given to a child for a long time, the child will
suffer from rickets and if Ultra-Violet rays are passed into such
milk and then used it cures rickets. The absorption of calcium
salts in the intestine depends upon this vitamin; the absence of
which particularly affects cartilages, causing rickets and deficient
dentition. Rickets especially occurs in cold countries, in people
in whose houses there is no entrance of sunlight and in children
fed only on artificial foods. Of two groups of research
scholars one of them held the opinion that this disease was purely
related to sunlight and was caused in its absence. The other
urged that only deficient food was its cause. Both views are
right, because there is a relation between sunlight and food: the
Vitamin D in the food directly comes from Ultra-Violet rays of
the sunlight. The sunlight causes the production of Vitamin D
in the skin. A sun-bath just after sunrise or just before sun-
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, VITAMINS
THE most careful experiments and keen observations show that
if an animal is fed on pure proteins, carbohydrates, and fats
with the addition of necessary salts and water, it soon becomes
ill, loses its weight and finally dies, although the quantity adminis-
tered is physiologically correct. Underthese circumstances, if the
animal under experiment is young, the growth is arrested. A
very small quantity of natural food remedies this evil. The
history of long voyages and of navigation was the history
of struggle against scurvy, and a little quantity of lime juice
or orange juice added to the diet, cured and protected against the
disease. Polineuritis was very common in rice eating countries
especially when they were eating polished rice. The disease
disappeared when the outer portion of the rice was restored to
their diet. The polished rice feeding in fowls produces polineur-
itis and this disease vanishes after the use of unpolished rice. If
one set of rats is fed on only fresh milk aad the other set on milk
proteins, milk carbohydrates, milk fat with considerable amount
of salts and water in physiological proportions ; the former set of
rats grows normally and the latter group loses its weight, falls ill
and at last death results. These experiments prove that there is
something extra in lime juice, in the outer portion of rice and in
fresh milk which is essential for the growth and protection of
health. These accessory food factors are termed Fifamins. The
chemical composition of these extra materials is not yet known,
but their presence in the food is discovered by the diseases caused
by their absence in the diet. These extra food substances are
arranged chiefly in two groups—(1) Those which are soluble in
fats; and (2) those which are soluble in water. The former group
consists of three vitamins which are named A, D and E; the
latter are classified into two vitamins B and C.

Fat Soluble Vitamin A.-—The vitamin A is spoken of as
antiophthalmic since it has curative and protective value against
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itself to students of natural history and, in fact, all lovers of natural
history. Let me first bring one fact to your recollection. You
might have heard of men who are used to get up from their sleep
exactly on the stroke of four or five. It is indeed a habit, and the
processes involved are psycho-physiological. The chief operator
is really the sub-conscious mind. Might it not be that animals
possess certain instincts which in the accuracy of their operations
equal in degree though not in extent—or correspond to—the
operations of the sub-conscious mind. When we are urged by the
sub-conscious mind we do things in spite of ourselves. No
reasoning is done. Even so animals might do certain things in
spite of themselves moved by some sort of a sub-conscious mind
of their own, We may give it the name of developed instinct
or any other name we choose but for an explanation of its
operation we must look to the processes attributable to a mind
however undeveloped it may be—and in this case ‘mind ’ may be
defined as a consciousness developed by the vibrations and activi-
ties of the brain.

The subject is an interesting and fascinating one and opens
up a wide field for study and observation to such as may be
interested in it. Valuable results obtained may teach us some-
thing of ourselves, too. '

A. R. CHIDA.



No. 4 OSMANIA MAGAZINE 237

say, not ten minutes either too early or too late. If he is too early
he may be ¢ winded ’, and, of course, if he is too late he misses his
supper.

Coming nearer home we find much to exercise our thought in
the strange doings of the domestic cock. From time immemorial
the crowing of the cock, ¢ the instinctive herald of the dawn’ as
Harindranath puts it, has been taken to be the first signal of the
approach of dawn, and in many parts of the world millions are still
guided by it and, in our own country, it is the morning cock for the
villager who checks its accuracy by an astronomical observation—
by noting the brilliancy and position of the Morning Star. The
cock usually crows between four and four-thirty in the morning and
though many centuries have passed since man has been noting this
peculiar ¢ faculty ' possessed by the cock, no one has been able to
supply an explanation.

All domesticated animals, whether a cat, ora dog, or a horse,
or an elephant or even a rabbit, have the faculty to develop the
time-instinct if only they are fed or watered at a particular hour
every day for a fortnight or a month. I have known of a cat and
a dog, which used to be fed under a tree exactly on the stroke of
twelve every day, present themselves at their post precisely at that
hour, correct to the very minute. I have also known dogs, and
even cats, go out to meet their masters (or mistresses as the case
may have been) at precise hours, knowing the hour of their
coming home from their work. How did these animals regulate
themselves ?

Reference to habit alone will not furnish an explanation to this
phenomenon. In fact, it will be a very feeble solution, because
even man, who is supposed to be the lord of creation, cannot
develop any habit producing such an accurate result. The
argument might be advanced that animals are so sensitive to
changes in the weather that they can guess when it is nearing
midnight, or past midnight, cr approaching dawn. Very possibly
so, allowing the fact that animals have some idea of their
own (and they surely must have) of midday, dawn, evening and
midnight.

The best explanation I can think of is one that may commend
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THE TIME-INSTINCT AMONG ANIMALS

IT is not often that we pause to think over the marvels which
abundantly manifest themselves in the animal world. Not

even the lover of natural history spares much of his time foran
intense study of what I may describe as animal psychology. This
is a matter for very great regret, for the reason that by want
of enterprise we place a limit to the extent of our knowledge
of the ways and workings of a section of creation of which
man himself is a part though he is the undisputed master and lord
of it.!

Let us, in this short article, consider but one part of animal
psychology—the time—instinct which is so strongly marked
among certain animals. It may be safely asserted that almost all
animals possess the time-instinct—that is to say, they possess
sometimes a definite, but invariably a vague but workable idea of
the passage of time. Whence comes this idea, this perception, or
impression, or whatever we choose to call it? Until the study of
the problem of animal psychology goes further than it has, we
cannot attempt any satisfactory answer even in the nature of a
theory.

~ Take, for instance, the tiger, considered to be a champion idiot
among animals with nothing to constitute his glory except his
immense strength and unparalleled ferocity. Even he hasan idea
of the passage of time. He knows when it is nearing midnight,
when it is past midnight and when dawn is approaching, The
sambhar and the boar, the cheetah and the bear, the hyena and the
jackal, and, in fact, all night-feeders and night-roamers have the
time-instinct strongly developed.

To go into detail, if, for example, a tiger discovers by acci-
dent that a sounder of pigs cross a certain stream or pass through
a certain forest tract about midnight, he will so time his
movements as to be in ambush near that particular stream, or
forest tract, precisely when it is nearing midnight and, we almost

! There is now a large library of books and articles on animal psychology.—ED.
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TO A KITE

FLY, fly O Kite, in the air,
Soar, soar, O Kite in the sky;

You are like my thought, for I too fly my thought

In the sky of imagination, watch it soaring high and high and
amuse myself just as your flyer does.

Fly, fly O Kite in the air,

Soar, soar O Kite in the sky;

You are like my heart, for my beloved often

Fastens the thread of her eye-ray to it and keeps it flying in the sky
of love.

Like your flyer too this is her most pleasant hobby.

Fly, fly O Kite in the sky,

Soar, soar O Kite in the sky,

You are like my soul—for my soul too while it flies in the sky of
eternity is attached with a silken cord of love with the great
Flyer.

D. M. MUNGIKAR,
1V YEAR CLASS.
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measure ;—and this is what Staneilovsky has done. His actors
do not create the roles;—his characters become exactly the
roles. This according to him is the true aim of the theatre.

Florenz Ziegfeld.

Ziegfeld is perhaps the most widely known and famous of
living artistic producers.? As far as it concerns the greatness
of the work he can hardly be given a seat besides Craig, or even
besides Staneilovsky; yet we see his influence overshadowing
not only the stage, but the screen also. He selected musical
romance and musical comedy—hitherto ignored as artistically
the most trivial of the dramatic arts—for his productions, but he
attempted to produce real art through them.

His field is no doubt very limited, nevertheless it gives him
a chance of inspiring what might be called «#stketic Sense in
the people, making the art as amusing to the crowd as it is to
the ‘select few.’

He combines all arts in Dramatic Action,—the sombre
poses of sculpture, the enchanting pageantry of classical painting,
the lilting dreaminess of music, the dynamic force of the mus-
cular dances, the heart-breakingly beautiful charms of the chorus;
and with a sane @sthetic harmony, he creates an extravagant
dramatic phenomenon. ’

The asthetician in him reveals itself in every inch of his
spectacular stage. The bevy of beauties he has selected for his
danse ensembles cannot be rivalled by any other such group in
any part of the globe. Even his /Foliies may be termed
artistically desiguned.

These great men are neither the dramatists, nor the actors,
yet they are superior to both. They are the epoch-makers of the
stage.

* He has died as these lines go to press.—ED.

AZIZ AHMAD,
IV YEAR,
Osmania University College.
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should be in his work like God in creation, invisible and all
powerful; he should be felt everywhere and seen nowhere.’

In short, he contrived to present the soul instead of the body,
the spirit instead of the form, by representing the symbol of the
soul or the spirit. ‘

His ideas did not fail to produce gradually a revolutionary
change in the technique of the theatre. He began his career as a
producer in London' in 1902, Handel's Acis arnd Galatea and
Purcell's Masgue of Love being his first productions. He made de-
signs for the production of several of Shakespeare’s plays, the most
important of them was the designfor Zamlet. Being Ellen Terry's
son, he found a lot of chances to bring his designs into practice ;—
and his genius was always crowned with success. His chief work
was done in Florence where he founded a school, and designed
the memorable production of Ibsen’s Rowmersiolm in which Elea-
nora Duse appeared in the leading role. During his famous
liaison with Isadora Duncan, he made designs for a few gorgeous
productions in the various parts of the continent;—some of the
designs were made for the Russian master-producer Staneilovsky,
and did not fail to impress him.

Staneilovsky.

Staneilo'vsky, the Russian master-producer, has neither the
magnificence of Wagner’s personality, nor the enterprising genius
of Craig ; yet he presented a system true, realistic, powerful, and
full of life. His greatness lay in creating Life on the stage
by making the very form a living symbol of the spirit.

In his productions the réles were given te the choicest actors
who had something in commeon with the characters of the play: so
that they might feel and realise their roles.

On various desks but in the same room, the actors had to
read and re-read the parts they were given to pronounce, until the
very spirit of the characters went into their souls, and thus when
they °felt the rdles’, they used to get up beyond themselves,
and rehearse the whole thing, becoming the very parts.

. The realism thus achieved could not be attained by any other
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The genius of Gordon Craig was the first to present, and to
bring into practice a thing that was en#frely new ; he was a sensation
in the realm of theatre.

¢ The art of the theatre is neither acting, nor the play; it is not
scenery, nor dance, but consists of all the elements of which these
things are composed : Action which is the very spirit of acting ;
Words which are the body of the play; Line and Colour which
are the very heart of the scene ; Rhythm which is the very essence
of the dance.’

This is what Gordon Craig says with a sincere vehemence in
his A#¢ of the Theatve ; and then he sums up the general
outlines of the idea on which his theory is based.

¢ A theatre is a place in which the entire beauty of 1i{¥can be
unfolded, and not only the external beauty of the world, but the
inner beauty and meaning of life.’

Arthur Symons shows us from a more elaborate and artistic
angle, the medium of Craig’s art in his Studies in Seven Aris:

“ The aim of modern staging’ he says, ‘is to intensify the
reality of things, to give you the allusion of an actual room, or
meadow, or mountain. We have arrived at a great skill in giving
this crude illusion of reality. Mr. Craig aims at taking us beyond
reality ; he replaces the pattern of the thing itself, by the pattern
which that thing evokes in his mind, the symbol of the thing.
Mr. Craig, it is certain, has a genius for line, for novel effects
of line. His line is entirely his own; he works in squares and
straight lines, hardly ever in curves. He sets squares of pattern
and structure on the stage. This severe treatment of line gives
breadth and diginity to what might otherwise be merely fantastic.

¢ Success of course in this form of art lies in the perfecting
of its emotional expressiveness. The distinction, the incomparable
merit of Mr. Craig is that he conceives his setting as the poet
conceives his drama,’

Gordon Craig insisted on the destruction of the present
system of the theatre, quoting from Eleanora Duse, ‘ To save the
theatre, the theatre must be destroyed.’

He applied to the theatre these words of Flaubert ¢ The artist



No. 4 OSMANIA MAGAZINE 231

The first part though not very important is the only intellec-
tual record of the history of opera, in which Wagner discusses the
art mediums of his predecessors :(—Mozart, Rossini, Weber and
Beethoven.

In the second and the third part of the book he presents his
own theories that were received with unbounded admiration.
All his theories were based on his definition of the stage:

¢ The two factors of the stage are : Poelry, carried to ils
utmost limits tn Drvama ; and Music carvied fo its uinost limitts as
the intzr pretey and deepener of Dvamalic Action.

The element of recitative music (that may harmonize with the
poetrygvithout crushing its force) was paramount in his composi-
tions. He brought even the most unharmonious sounds within
the range of music; thus giving it a universal circumference.

Another important change that he made in the stagearrange-
ment was to conceal the orchestra from the audience, and thus
to dwarf the great importance that was attached to the instrumental
music.

In spite of the towering appreciations, Wagner's revolutioniz-
ing theories raised a storm of controversy ; his opponents charged
him with enslaving the art of music and limiting it to recitation,
and mere imitation.

He was not merely a theorist, as his practical work proved
shortly afterwards. He founded the Bayreuth Theatre, the most
exquisite and artistic cradle of music the world has ever seen.
It remained a Mecca for the pilgrims of art during his lifetime,
and after his death the traditions were kept up by his wife Cosima,
and his son Richard Wagner. The great dancer Isadora Duncan
gave a series of memorable performances in accompaniment of the
¢ Bayreuth Melodies.’

Edward Gordon Craig

A figure, by no means as magnificent as that of Wagner, but
in theatrical history not less important, is that of Edward Gordon
Craig.
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THE MAKERS OF THE MODERN STAGE

THE Theatre is a phenomenon which consists of various efforts
that join together, creating a harmony to produce what may
be called the ¢ Asthetic stage effect.” The playwright, the
actors, the scenario writer, the costume-designer, the stage direc-
tor, the art director,—and if it is a musical play—the composer,
the chorus, the orchestra, in short every kind of active human
force that has a hand in the production, has a separate position
too. But the premier honours go neither to the dramatist, nor to
the actors; it is the ¢ Producer’ that deserves them. By ¢ Pro-
ducer’ I mean the A#/istic Director in whose hands rests the
most important factor of the production, namely, the harmony of
the whole play ; and thus he occupies the position of greatest res-
ponsibility. Fle is the supreme force, all other elements of pro-
duction being his tools. 1t must be remembered that Gordon
Craig has a position of more importance in the history of the
theatre than George Arliss or even Bernard Shaw.

In this short essay we cannot undertake the responsibility
of tracing out the history of Art-directing; we can only discuss
briefly the theories of the various modern heralds of the theatre.

Wagner

The first great theorist who was also a great producer, and
the founder of one of the most famous schools of Dramatic
productions, is Wagner.

With his Nébelungen Ring begins a new chapter in the
history of opera. Being an excellent musician, a gifted literary
figure, and a sane stage technician, he managed to open a new
era in the kingdom of the theatre.

The most important of his works on the dramatic technique
is Opera and Drama, a book in three parts, that deal with (a) the
art and history of opera, (4) the play and the nature of the drama-
tic poetry, and (¢) the art of poetry and tone in the drama of the
future.
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FAITH

ITH science and knowledge lured I far scanned
Nature ; Evolution its tale of ocean, primitive
Its life on land, the ice-age grip and the Brontosaur,
The flower’s birth and the bird's coming, the triumph
Of the mammals, Man’s origin and the social
Evolution to me disclosed, but yet I felt, how
Protoplasm was from the lifeless matter stirred
And into cells formed. Its heat and chemical changes
Life evolved, but what of Heat and Chemistry
Who made Heat and Chemistry ? Where was the first
Start? Fly to space and contemplate awhile :
Whose organic Power fashioned the spiral nebula?
The Philosopher, a wreck on the shores of thought,
Meekly the life of matter and value asserts.
Goodness, Truth and Beauty, life’s @sthetics are.
And into them our human life would turn.
Laugh poet and say—but what of those who died
Millions of years gone by ? Evolution
Born of rolling years, countless living things engulfed,
And knowledge would devour evolution in countless years ;
Yet the scientist, the philosopher, the astronomer
The biologist and the surgeon, the archzeologist,
Will enjoy knowledge of value. Will all life
Dissolve into science? Never. Then what of the rest?
The globe with life clipped fairly breathes
The air and drinks the water, uses the earth and enjoys
The heat, but only Europe Radium and X-Rays knows.
One-third of the wide Universe uses the plane,
The crane and the ship, but the whole universe lives
Is science and knowledge thus for the few, and Faith
Whose wide arms the whole creation embraces
To shatter in the dust!

M. A. QAYYUM KHAN, M.A.,
RESEARCH SCHOLAR,
Osmania Untversity College.
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for that would give rise to rivalry, quarrels and misunderstandings.
But in the other case more than one Wazir might be appointed.
They might be entrusted with the work collectively, as was done
in the case of more weighty affairs, or they might be employed-
for special and well defined work.! But here, again, was the
danger of misunderstandings. On that account, writers on politi-
cal science have generally forbidden the nomination of many
Wazirs, and have allowed it only in two cases : first, as the Wazir
of a particular locality, and some province, as Egypt or Iraq,
might be assigned to him; or some particular branch of adminis-
tration might be entrusted to him. One might be appointed for
military affairs, another for taxation and so on. In the first case
the Wazir would be like an old Persian satrap, while in the other
he would resemble the Minister of a modern State.

This office was conferred directly by the Caliph himself, and,
except in this instance, there was absolutely no formality in the
appointment of any other official. The oriental potentates were,
more or less, of retiring habits. They came very little in contact
with the world, their intercourse being limited to a small circle of
persons. Even to them they expressed themselves by gestures,
or in short, laconic sentences. It is, again, a fertile field for contro-
versy among the Muslim jurists, whether the appointment of a
Wazir was enough, if made by a gesture, or an express order was
necessary, 2

The Wazir could be dismissed only by the Caliph, who was
an absolute sovereign,and could dismiss all his servants according
to his own opinion. Generally in the whole of the Muslim politi-
cal organization there was not a single official who was not
removeable. Even the magistrates and the religious leaders could
not claim the privilege of being permanent. There is only one
instance in the whole of Muslim history, where necessity was made
a virtue. It happened in approximately recent times, when
Muhammad ¢‘Ali Pasha opposed the Turkish Sultan and was
appointed to a permanent post.

* Mawardi, p. 4. * Mawardi, p. 38.
MOHD. JAMILUR REHMAN, M.A.,
Professor of Islamic History.
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to collect land revenue, the tenth, the poor tax or such other
duties which are paid only by the Muslims.’ ! To support his
assertion, he quotes a passage from the Quran, which, in general,
disallows an intercourse between the Believers and the unbeljev-
ers. It would be presumptuous on our part, if we were to give
our decision about a subject which has divided the learned
Muslim jurists into two opposite camps. But we might remark
that probably a misunderstanding has always existed about this
matter. For, from what Mawardi has said, it is clear that the
second Wazirate was not quite truly official in the sense of Islamic
political laws, but, on the contrary, the second Wazir was a kind
of a commissioner. Mawardi observes the same thing, and says
that this office was not conferred by formal investiture and installa.
tion?, as was otherwise essential in the case of the other Wazir.
Also, his assertion, which is not contested, is that this office
could be held even by a slave, who was otherwise formally
debarred from other services. As the second Wazirate was not
officially recognized and yet had great importance in official
circles, it would not be wrong to entrust it to a non-Muslim, who
would come into contact with Muslims in the performance of his
manifold duties.

Both the kinds of the Wazirates, as we now clearly see, held
out together and completed each other. They throw a sidelight
on the Caliphate itself. But as the Muslim empire expanded,
and the volume of work increased, it became difficult to rule it
with the help of even two Wazirs. It was then thought necessary
to invite the co-operation of more persons for the proper execution
of government decrees. And as, occasion rose, more than two
Wazirs were appointed. But it was not possible to have two
Wazirs, who might represent the Caliph fully and independently,

(1) Badll Jal e diypdl Gl (3 I eadenall oyl (o Bt b (SN B3 500 Y,
=i b ghs (B gaedomall (o (St e Lol (ySialdt Shlad e dap e Dl
* oaball gl (o Bk 8335 3y Kb oMV s sy Wb VS 1ot )

See phud\ JRV i b e\ pyi o\ of which HAjl Khalfa has spoken in great

details (vol. ii, p. 210). Yet Fligel has omitted all this in his Latin translation,
especially the headings of the chapters leave much to be desired. The MS, which I have
utilized is, to my knowledge, absolutely unique, and belongs to Kaiserl. Hofbibliothek
of Vienna.

2 Mawardi, p. 41.
3
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contact with the Caliph, as he did, a fine culture and great social
talents were desirable and necessary in him. At the same time
the qualities of conscientiousness, punctuality and versatility were
indispensable.! Again, it was not enough for him to be a
master of only one science, be it law or theology, or to have the
knowledge of all the different departments of State, for he might
be called upon to take part in any branch of knowledge, according
to the wish of the Caliph., But such a versatile genius was
difficult to find ; hence the limitations of a Wazir. Physical and
mental fitness, especially clearness of mind, were thought indis-
pensable for him. Morally it was thought necessary that he
should be free from hatred, anger, corruptibility and frivolity.

The qualifications for this office being so high, and their
possession being so strictly demanded, it is not surprising that some
Muslim jurists considered this office to be open even to the non-
Muslims. Mawardi, who lived in the eleventh century of the
Christian era, was the first person who gave expression to this
idea.? It is easy to comprehend that such political liberality,
which forms a strange contrast with the prejudices of the Christian
Europe of even the nineteenth century, became an apple of discord
between the jurists and canonists of Islam. While one school
allowed it, the other censured it, and described it asan unpardon-
able fault.® Ibn Jim#’ah, an author of the fifteenth century,
speaks against the employment of protected non-Muslims as
officials of a Muslim State. For, he says, ‘It is forbidden to
promote any one of the protected peoples in the Muslim State
service, except for the collection of poll-tax and customs that are
levied on the goods of the unbelievers. But any non-Muslim,
who might seem to rank above the Muslims, should not be employed

1 Mawardi, p. 42. 2 Mawardi, p. 43.
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not always bow down low on receiving rewards ; he who wins the
hearts of men, through the magic of his speech, and the beauty of
whose words captivates and subjugates the people.t’

The signet ring was the external mark of distinction of this
office.?

Of less influence, and with limited authority, was the second
Wazir, whose business was in reality, only to execute the joint or
separate decrees of the Caliph and his Grand Wazir. This office
was not so much a real post of the Islamic State organisation, as
it was an institution which acted as an intermediary between the
highest and the lowest, official as well as non-official. He, therefore
promulgated the decrees, announced the appointment of officials,
proclaimed the preparations for war, and was the highest authority
for the proclamation of all events of political interest. As he was
also occasionally invited to the Council for consultation, his powers
were not limited only to being a medium between the Caliph and
his subjects, without hisever acting independently in his ministerial
capacity. It should not be positively inferred that he had only a
subordinate position. His importance stands out clearly by the
fact that all the decrees, statements and appointments had to be
attested by him, and without his signature they had no value.?
The process was something similar to the rectification of decrees
by the Chief of the State, in a constitutional government,
through the Minister. ‘

The difference between the two Wazirs in their status and
circle of work, naturally shows us the relation in which they stood
to each other. It is evident that so lofty had become the status
of the two Wazirs, through their contact with all the affairs of the
government, and through their personal touch with the Caliph,
that, by reading books on the subject, a man could only form a
hazy idea of their official importance. Then, again, the question
rises : how would all the necessary qualifications serve him in his
official capacity? for he found very little opportunity of using
them. But it must be remembered that, coming in personal

1 MAward?, p. 34. '
3 Ibn Badrfin, ed. Dozy, p. 244, -
® Mawardi, p. 41.
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courtier, and must know how to amuse and entertain his master.
If the master, at a time, requires intellectual food, he must under-
stand how to administer it ; if he wants to be amused, the Wazir
must become a maitre de plaiser. He must be a perfect master of
what the Arabs called Adab, and is known among us as * perfect
education’, or, as the Arabs say, ‘he must be conversant with
chess, the harp, polo, mathematics, medicine and astrology ;
furthermore, must understand poesy, grammar and history, and,
last but not the least, must be able to recite poems and stories’.!
These qualifications have given rise to a number of books, which
treat of the instructions to the Wazir, but which are not, for a
greater part, very important from the practical point of view. On
the contrary, they speak about the general manner of speech, and
set forth the admonitions in an unctuous and aphoristic style. Of
this kind, for instance, is the book the Principles of the Wazirate?
by Mawardi. ILooking at the name of the book, a man would think
that he could get something useful from it; but in reality it was a
superfluous book and could lay claim only to linguistic interest.
Unlike this, on the contrary, is the important book, the Guidance
of the Wazir,® for it contains, in a concise and yet encyclopadic
form, things worth knowing about all the spheres of Islamic culture,
and may be read with great advantage. In short, laconic senten-
ces, and not without a poetic touch, the Caliph Mam@in expresses
himself as follows about the choice of a Wazir: ¢ I want, for my help,
aman with all human virtues, pure of heart, straightforward in his
dealings, trained by learning, made wiser by experience, proved
and tested as a confidant, ever ready to carry out orders; who is
silent by sagacity, and knows how to converse about knowledge ;
for whom only a look is sufficient, and to whom a sign suffices ;
he who has the energy of a general, the seriousness of a magistrate,
the humility of the learned, and the acuteness of a jurist; he who
is grateful for favours, and is steadfast in misfortune; he who does
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of the Wazir, then his orders remained in force, while that of the
Wazir were annulled Zpso facto.?

From this short account of the powers of this Wazir, we can
clearly see that his personal position was the same as that of the
Caliph. The only difference, in this respect was, that as the
Wazir was a personal servant of the Caliph, noimportance was
attached to his family connections at the time of his appointment,
while the Caliph must belong to the tribe of Quraysh. All the
other remaining qualifications were the same for the Caliph and
the Wazir. When the Caliphate ceased to be an elected institu-
tion and became limited in particular dynasties, the Omayyads
and the Abbasids, it quite frequently happened that in order to
decide about the occupant of the throne the least possible
requisite qualifications were required, and family connection
became the chief thing to raise a man to the Caliphate. Under
the first four Caliphs, who were all elected to rule over the people,
we find no trace of the Wazir. They were, on the whole, such
efficient men that they could easily dispense with outside help.
The Wazirate first came into view at the end of the Omayyad
period, and attained its highest glory under the Abbasids. The
Wazirs were then the real rulers, and eclipsed their masters, who
had by now become estranged from all the various affairs of the
State, and passed their time in the /fa»em, amusing themselves
with their male and female slaves.

Great and numerous were the qualifications which the Wazir
was expected to possess, and we know from history, cases where
individual men filled this high post with such distinction that
they not only earned the approbation of their masters, but also the
love of their subordinates. Such were the Barmecides, whose
tragic end has made them famous; and in still later times the
Koprili of Turkey, who gained laurels in civil and military
administration, and who on the one hand maintained intimate
relations with their masters, and on the other, earned the love and
esteem of the people. But what makes the office of the Wazir
still more important, is the condition that the Wazir, besides other
qualifications, should also possess the attributes of a perfect

+* Miwardi, p, 40,
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officials differed in their rank, functions, and the qualifications
required for each of them.

The absolute and all powerful helper of the ruler, who, in
later times, came to be known as Grand Wazir, occupied the
most important and influential place among the officials of the
State. He was the major domo and alter ego of the Caliphs,
from whom he differed only in name. The power and authority
which this Wazir possessed, often rose above that of his master.
From this very fact we can form some idea of his official powers.
He exercised, in fact, the full authority which the Caliph himself
possessed, and was only bound to keep him informed of his
decrees and arrangements, so that his dependence on the
Caliph might be manifest to thc people.! The Wazir had the
authority, like the Caliph himself, to take up all the affairs of the
State, no matter to what department they might belong; and
could see to the rectification of those affairs personally or through
his nominated officers. In short, he was empowered with all the
authority which the Caliph himself possessed, with the exception
of three things : (1) the Wazir was not allowed to nominate his
representative or successor, for he was a personal official of the
Caliph; (2) he could not be dismissed by the people, for he
acted in the name of the Caliph; (3) he could not, without
special permission of the Caliph, dismiss or remove any of the
officials appointed directly by the Caliph.? In all the remaining
matters he was allowed such a free hand that the Caliph himself,
in most cases, had no right to reverse or remit the decision of his
Wazir. But the Caliph had the unquestionable right to dismiss
the officials nominated by the Wazir, and even to modify or annul
the measures passed by the Wazir, respecting civil or military
administration. Then, again, it was not the Wazir, but the Caliph
who was wholly responsible for all the affairs of the State. In
case there was difference of opinion between the Caliph and the
Wazir, the question was decided by priority, provided that none
of them had a knowledge of the other’s decision. But if the Caliph
was present on the occasion and gave his decree contrary to that

1 Miwardf, p. 38. ¢ Maward?, p. 39, .
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been put forward fo explain this word.? In the first place, the
idea is said to be taken from ¢ recourse’ ? that is, ‘he to whom
the Caliph has recourse ' ; then, again, the idea is connected with
the vertebral column,? because, the Caliph through the help of the
Wazir, remains erect, just as this column keeps the body erect.
But more probable, and the one more adapted to the position of
the Caliph, is the third explanation, which is also preferred by
Baydawi.* According to him, the word Wazir connotes the idea
of burden,® that is, * he who shares the burden of the Caliphs,” ‘a
helper, coadjutor.’

This word is also used in the Koran (Sura 20, 30-35), where
Moses turns to God with the prayer to give him his brother, Aaron
as afellow-worker and a colleague. ¢ And make formea W azir from
my people—Aaron my brother ; gird up my loins through him ; and
join him in the affair, that we may celebrate Thy praises much
and remember Thee much.” This passage of the Koran shows
that the appointment of the Wazir is not only allowed but com-
mended by the Law. Moreover, it is absolutely impossible for
the Caliph to fulfil all the obligations of ruling the State and the
Church single-handed. So he partially transfers his powers to
another person, and shares the responsibility with him, in order
to manage the affairs better and to obviate the danger of mistakes.
Here it might be pointed out that in Islam the Church and the
State are identical. They are only the two sides of the same
thing, and govern the whole life of the individual as well as
of the society.

The Muslim jurists differentiate between a full or absolute,
and an imperfect Wazir with limited authority, who represented
the Caliph in full, or only partially. The first Wazir is called the
el 5 (i.e. the plenipotentiary in ruling) and the other ;i) 23
i.e. one who only executes orders from the ruler.® Both these

1 MAwardi, p. 38 ; the same in" 5Yigt (gailgd. MS. in the Royal Oriental Academy
of Veinna, No. 195 (473) ; fol. 8r, ’
' : Hp\ = s\guladl; Sur. 75, 11.
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*
® Mjward?, p. 33,
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he also represents him on certain occasions. This institution, in
the form in which it was adopted in Islam, was borrowed from
the political life of Persia. In the Book for the Guidance of the
Wazir," it is said: *“The Persian kings held their Wazir in
such an honour, as no other [king] ever did. They used to say,
¢ The Wazir is the director of our business, the ornament of our
kingdom; the tongue by which we speak; and the weapon
which we hold ready to reach our foes in far off lands'.”” We can
see from this description not only that this institution was a per-
manent feature of the Persian political life, but also how wide was
the authority with which the bearer of this office was invested.
From Persia this institution was taken over by those small king-
doms of the pre-Islamic Arabs, which flourished in the north
and the south of the Peninsula. Jauhari gives the most detailed
description of it among the pre-Islamic Arabs.? ¢ The post of
ridf (#)9)) exists for the following purpose: When the King
sits (in audience) the #:df sits on his right hand, when the King
drinks, he drinks before all others; when the King goes to war,
he takes his place, and fills it til] his return; when the army
comes back, he is entitled to the fourth part of the booty.” Ac-
cording to Jauhari, in the kingdom of Hira, situated on the
Persian frontier, this office was hereditary in the tribe of Yarba:
(g22)h who had been invested with it, because they had re-
nounced all claim to the throne. Here, again, we have another
proof of the Persian origin of this office ; for, according to Procop’s
account, the heredity of office was a peculiar characteristic of the
Persian system of government.® We can quite easily see that
the kingdom of Hira, being situated in the neighbourhood of
Persia, and thus being open to foreign influences, must have
taken over this institution from it. Among the Muslims the name
of this office was changed. The holder of it was no more called
a 7df, but became known as a Wazir. Three etymologies have
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THE WAZIRATE!

THE first successors of the Prophet Muhammad were very
efficient men, and strove in every way to fill their posts with
distinction. They were not only the generalissimo of the
Muslim army, whose conquering expeditions soon extended over
Persiaand Egypt, and beyond them to India and the Western lands,
but were also the religious leaders of the faithful, and performed
the highest religious functions personally. Under these circum-
stances they had occasion to lay down the laws, and decide the cases
that came before them.?2 On the whole there was no branch of
administration which was excluded from their care. Indeed they
were in direct personal touch with the farthest parts of their State,
and, from their residence, kept a watch over all their officers.
But with the extension of Muslim empire, which in a short time
grew to be the greatest and the mightiest that the world had ever
seen, there must have been felt the need of some kind of
representation, to help the ruler in coping with the vast volume
of work, which cculd not now be handled singly. At the same
time, by the conquest of Syria and Persia, the Muslims had an
opportunity of studying the political institutions of the Greeks
and the Persians ; for they were the two nations who had, from
quite ancient times, created these institutions, and had preserved
them upto the time of the Muslim conquest. Fortunately for the
Muslims, the conquest and subjugation of these nations under the
might of Islam, occurred at a time, when there was at the head of
the Muslim State a man distinguished for his tact and energy
and singularly free from prejudice. This was Caliph Omar, who
adopted and introduced everything that he found useful in the
subjugated nations, and assimilated it in Islam. Omar was thus
the real founder of the political institutions of Islam.

Naturally, the function of the representative of a ruler is not
only that he helps and advises him in administrative matters, but

1 Adapted, Vide Z. D. M. G. vol. xiii. (1859).
® Mawardi, p. 129,

2



218 THE FIVE YEAR PLAN Vol. V

acre. For this the Commissariat of Agriculture is made responsi-
ble, but in practice the authorities found that in agriculture they
had to overcome weather conditions over which they had no
control. These difficulties, however, are met, to a large extent, by
the establishment of big estate-farms and by the introduction of
collective farming. Thus the Soviets have attempted to eliminate
the problem and the danger arising from rich peasants who stand
in the way of collectivising agriculture. Simultaneously with this,
they have also introduced machinery, the workers following
behind in caravans the tractors and combines. All this resulted
in the decrease in the cost of cultivation. They are also able to
have fixed stable prices and large profits. But at the same time
the idea of profits is altered. There were no huge gains or losses.
Whenever there are gains, they are distributed in the whole industry
in question. Thus a part is used for the cultural benefit of the
workers and a part is taken by the State as a kind of tax and
profits by the State; a part for increasing the capital of industry
and the rest taken by the State. The Five Year Plan therefore
demonstrates two things, that machinery can be used to improve
the standard of living without at the same time involving a
degradation of life. Secondly, it shows that there is less wastage
and consequently a higher standard among all the people. The
Soviet government have given their people a new energy and
enthusiasm ; they have proved that the State exists for the service
of the individual and finally they have made the individual
himself centre his interest in the community and it is this which
seems to prosper Russia.

MIR MAKHDOOM ALI KHAN.
V. YEAR (HISTORY),
Osmania University College,



No. 4 OSMANIA MAGAZINE 217

THE FIVE YEAR PLAN

THE great object of the U. S. S. R. is the establishment of a
classless society which is to be based on collective ownership
of the means of production. Russia has undertaken with the

aid of a new socio-political instrument to do something on a large
scale concerning the very complex policy of national development.
The Five Year Plan is intended to achieve this. Its being can be
dated back to the year 1921, when the first legislation was passed
by which a State planning commission was set up. It was to
work out a single nation-wide economic plan and also to work
out the pressing economic task of the immediate future in the
fullest detail; thus there are two categories of work. One
belonging to the general future and the other belonging to the
calendar year. The first contains the objectives and hopes of
Russia and the second carries out the mandates given to the
operating units. After 1924 the Gos-plan developed for the
whole of the U.S.S.R. a series of one year plans. This continued
till 1928, when it was succeeded by the famous Five Year Plan.

The Supreme Economic Council and the Commissariat for
Supplies are the two government departments which deal with the
industrial production. The latter being in special charge of all
questions of food production. In each important industry there
is one great combination to buy the raw material and sell the final
product. It also directs a group of factories but each individual
factory is reponsible to the particular combination to which it
belongs. This involves the double principle of corporation and
combination and therefore has helped Russian industry to a large
extent.

There is also the problem of agricultural reconstruction since
Russia is, like India, an agricultural country and since the pea-
sants had a lot to do with the Revolution. With the nationaliza-
tion of land, large estates broke up into seif-sufficiert holdings.
The Five Year Plan provides for an extension of the amount of
land under cultivation and also for an increase of the yield per
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enthusiastic letters. ¢ In his face,’ she dreams, ¢ the whole world
plays to me,’ and ‘it outshines all the wisdom of the world.’
Romantic and fantastic is also the clever Rubel who saw him
three times and cherishes no other wish than that Goethe should
live to see himself loved by his contemporaries with their judicious
hearts, idolized and acknowledged, studied and understood.

Recognition came from foreign lands. The eighty-year-old
Goethe observed with pleasure: ¢ Helena in Edinburgh, Paris
and Moscow.” The second part of Faust was taken notice of in
an English, French and a Russian newspaper. Three translations
of the first part were already before him in French. And the
reviewer in Edinburgh is the great Scotchman Carlyle, who writes
to the German poet of his hope to see him face to face and to
unbosom as before a father the sorrows and deviations of an afflicted
heart. Carlyle’s wish that his life should remain long, long
after as a source of consolation and instruction is fulfilled not in
letter but in spirit. Through Goethe German literature makes
its debut in the literature of the world with dazzling grandeur.

S. VAHIDUDDIN,
V. YEAR (PHILOSOPHY),

Osmania Untversity College.
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notorious Faust owes its undeserved celebrity to the vulgar
taste of the. obscurantists. He is here at one with Herr von
Kotzebue who labelled Fanst as a ‘ rugged masterpiece’ and
thereby did not conceal his personal enmity with the Manager of
Weimar Theatre and Privy Councillor.

The resentment of his adversaries began to grow unchecked.
The year 1821 saw the publication of a spurious Wanderings of
William Meister by Pastor Pustkuchen. He sees in Goethe -
* The representative of wicked, formless, dissolute modern times .
¢ Never has he grasped what fidelity means’. He .can only paint
in lively colours the disgraceful, inconstant and unbridled life,
Prof. Kéchn and Heinrich Vogler delivered a dissertation on
¢ Goethe as a Man and Writer’, and pretended that it was an
adaptation of an English pamphlet by Clover. Goethe is there
depicted detestable as man on account of his dangerous proposi-
tions and immoral politics. He indulges himself in trifling
quibbles. He has now become too old to write and hence drivels
at random in the weakness of his age. His autobiography teems
with coarse vulgarisms. ¢ He strips himself stark-naked and thus
exploits the public of their money.” Being an egoist he concen-
trates himself on his own person. His conversations are directly
nauseous and offending to the ear.

Amidst this chorus of hatred the voice of love stands out
more prominent. Little by little the view of Goethe becomes
clearer and the clouds of the present hanging over him dissipate
before the light of the future revealing continuously his whole
work. In the beginning the younger generation of poets
took pleasure in dethroning the Olympian Zeus of Weimar.
The invalid Hardenberg, Novalis, laughed at Welheln Meister :
it is to a certain extent prosaic and modern. Dorothea Schlegel
had the audacity to talk of the poet as a ¢ vulgar and flat Goethe’.
But the Romanticists become bored by the very same William
Meister, of Mignon and the Harper, of their charm and their
music, that extorted great admiration from Friedrich Schlegel.
¢ Golden fruits on silver dishes,’ says Friedrich in the A¢kencum,
and proclaims Goethe ¢ the Governor of Poetry on earth’. The
romantic Bettina dedicates to him filty years after his death her
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Its fame spread throughout Europe and into the farthest lands. A
German sees in the captain’s cabin of a trading vessel a Chinese
painting with the figures of * Werther’s Sorrows ’. ¢ What strikes
me’, sighs Goethe in his Viennese epigrams, ¢is that even the
Chinese paint Werther and Lotte with uneasy hands on a glass!’
The artillery lieutenant of Napoleon Bonaparte read the senti-
mental romance seven times with hectic excitement. But the
Werther fever caused also a reaction, a flood of moral revolt.
Stella, the work of his twenty-seventh year was denounced as a
despicable play because of its advocacy of polygamy, as ¢ Werther’
was as a school of suicide.

In the year 1800 Klopstock comments upon Zp/igenia, but
only to deprecate it maliciously. ¢ It is a lifeless imitation of the
Greek. Besides, it abounds in dialogues that can hardly be
read through. And then look at the structure of the verses!
Egmont also displeased the reviewer of the Allgemeinen
Litevatuy-Zeitung in Jena. * This tragedy is said to have no
dramatic plan. The poet has tinctured Egmont with his own
traits in order to bring him down to our own level. IHe makes
him a lover of common calibre, and suffers him no eminence.
The result cannot be otherwise than a somersault in the opera-
world.” The reviewer is no other than Professor Schiller (who
has not yet become Goethe’s friend). ¢ Goethe’s Zasso is on the
whole imperlect’, so declares the Neue Biblothet. 1t charges the
author of Geschwisier with ‘negligence in expression’. ¢ The
language is not wholly pure’ is the verdict of the dramatic critic
of Mannheim. Z%e Natural Dawng/i'er was condemned in the
same city on the ground of the marble-like frigidity of its verses.
Hevmann arnd Dorothea, too, does not find favour with the
Neus Biblothek. Goethe’s lyrics by no means produced any
effect on his contemporaries. They have insipid and stiff rhymes
and nothing of the real characteristics of true poetry. 7/e
Bride of Corinth is provoking, the erotic Roman Elegies
vulgar and hackneyed. Z7Ve Zlective A ffinities does not avoid
the ludicrous. Faust has ‘ wretched rhymes’, ‘sheer sound
and fury’, ‘along litany of nonsense’, ‘a diarrhcea of indiges-
tible ideas’. Franz von Spaun, the man who called the Prologue
an arrogant fatuity, immortalises himself in remarking that the
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asaresearch worker that he staked his name. He was to a certain
extent proud of his Colour Theory which only he regarded as the
true one. The young Goethe had already intoxicated the minds
through his Gé¢z and Werther. The forty-year-old man who
has just returned from Rome, the creator of /phigenia, Egmont,
Tasso, Wilkelm Meister feels astrangeness growing between his
Weimar days that had banished him to the small Thuringian city
with its society of courtiers and the genius lurking within his
breast. The friendship of Schiller inspired him with new ideas of
creation on the one hand; on the other it diveirted his attention
from natural sciences to contemplative ones. Three years
after Schiller's death he got Faust: A Tragedy printed, which is
a later remodelling of the drama that he had planned in Frankfurt,
shortly before his arrival in Weimar while he was greatly
convulsed by the passions of youth. He steadily clung to his
chief occupation to the last. The second part of Faust was not
fully ready when he died. He is, indeed, a Lear who has played
himself out.

A generation has past since the time of Schiller, since the time
over which Schiller’s widow said: ‘ How like burning meteors
vanished together both of them, the one comprehending the other
flame without destroying itself!” ‘Do preserve yourself for us,
my dear’, wrote to Goethe Wilhelm von Humboldt, bemoaning
Schiller’s loss. ¢‘Once we lose you all is darkness and con-
fusion round and about’'. But such a voice of unconditional
admiration is rare in Germany. The old Goethe holds fast that
the whole hostility of all daily and weekly papers, whether overt
or secret, malicious or violent was set against him at the time. It
was simply a repetition of what he had experienced in the foregoing
decades. The only difference was that it did not inflame him
as before.

The captious criticism even of Gdé‘z was not lacking. If
Frederick, the King of Prussia, condemped the book as an
abominable imitation of a bad English work and complained of
its ¢ repulsive banality ' in his French work on German literature,
s0 has Lessing thundered against it and stigmatised it as ‘a gut
full of sand’. Werther produced a fever infecting one and all,
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vitiates Kantian ethics and @stheticsand glorifies one of the most
self-centred men of the world, the man in whom the most uncompro-
mising kind of individualism is sublimated and tempered by the
glamour of that love which seeks to transcend the finitude of man’s
existence through his own expansion and externalisation. Goethe’s
Faust, Mephisto and all his creations are no other than Goethe’s
own personality unfolding itself in different directions. Such is
the tragedy of life that we mortal millions cannot go beyond our
own self.

As Goethe’s centenary was lately celebrated throughout the
¢ civilized’ world we have thought it worthwhile to translate an
article from his own countryman which succinctly shows the
chasm that yawns between his contemporaries and his present day
admirers. Never was it more imperative than in these days of
petty ¢ Vaterlanderei’ to live in his ¢ wide and luminous view’.
How ironical it is that a Europe sunk as it is under the self-
imposed burden of reparations and war debts, rent by racial and
geographical boundaries, dreaming sometimes of a federation of
Europe, sometimes of a Danubian confederation, but never of uni-
versal brotherhood, should have the courage to pay homage to
the poet in whose philosophical Pantheism all differences of
race and creed were indistinctly merged. When we are marching
on our weary way, Goethe, let thy spirit shine as a beacon guiding
us from falling into pitfalls and sinking back in blank despair and
negation !

S. V.

L )

In the 86th year of his life, a century ago, Goethe died in a
housge at Freuenplatz in Weimar. Was he the acknowledged natio-
nal poet? He himself hardly believed in his increasing solitariness.
Bitterly enough has he:written down the words: * There cannot
be any greater consolation fer the common man than that even
the genius is not immune from death.” His collected works in the
eight volume edition of 1787 to 1790 were bought only by six
hundred persons, and little was the sale of the special edition.
¢ Of all the feats’ so he confided to Eckermann, ‘that I have
performed as a poet I attach importance to none’, It is only
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GOETHE AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES.'

BY

Hans Wiegler !

HEN Goethe’s dezth was told, we said :
Sunk, then, is Europe’s sagest head.
Physician of the iron age,
Goethe has done his pilgrimage
He took the suffering human race,
He read each wound, each weakness clear;
And struck his finger on the place,
And said : Thou ailest here and here!
M. ARNOLD,

When Goethe’s temporal life was about to end he cried for
light and more light. As we are still groping in the dark, still
baffled by the same problems, still haunted by the same mysteries
we shall do well to bear in mind his last words with all
their profundity. His was, indeed, the life spent in welding the
heterogeneous and contradictory elements of his multi-faceted self
into one harmonious whole, into one organic unity. Let his fame
as a poet, as a scientist and as a thinker rise and fall with the
whims of the passing generations, the push that he has given
to humanity can never be over-estimated. As allour life is the arena
of antagonistic forces at deadly set against one another it gives a
concrete form to the old legend of Adam and Satan. This con-
flict is beset with such risks that it may end in a pathological
derangement of the subject. The glory of Goethe lies not in his
vainly trying to eradicate the Satanic within him and thus suffer-
ing it to crop up later to the disintegration of the ego but in
absorbing and transforming it. In approaching his tempestuous
life let us boldly do away with that ¢disinterestedness’ which

3 Translated from the original German article of Hans Wiegler (Berliner lllustrirte
Zeitung).
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EDITORIAL NOTE

HE annual reports of different Associations must reach the
Magazine Office as early as possible so as to be arranged
in the following order :—

(2) Union Society.
(6) Games and Sports.
(¢) Hostels—

(@) Languages;Bazme Adab, Arabic Association,
Marathi Association.

(¢) Science—Scientific Association.
(/) Theology.

(¢) Historical Society and Association of Econo-
mics and Sociology.

(%) Law Association,
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What a fine and masterly picture of a loving sweetheart!
To such a one perhaps is offered S. Lover’s invitation:

¢ Come live in my heart, and pay no rént.’
The-same poet pays tribute to a gentleman’s true love :

‘ Down on your knees, .
And thank heaven, tasting, fer a good man’s love.’

(As You Like It, Act iii. 5)

The lover’s confessions are llke angelic words to the attentive
ears of the beloved :

- ¢ How.silver-sweet sound lover’s tongues by night,
" tike softest music to attending ears:
(Romeo and Juliet, Act ii. 2)

Enamoured with the wine of love in youth T. Moore passion-
ately exc]alms

"¢ No, there’s nothing half so sweet in life
As love’s young dream.’

So, young as we are, let us now close our eyes with such a
¢ Love’s young dream ’, and try to suck up the cool nectar that
the poets’ enchanted cup has so generously offered for our
pleasure.

(7o be continued)

M. A. QAYYUM KHAN, M.A,,
Research Scholar.

11
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Now we come to a few lyric utterances on the same subject,
presenting to us its different aspects.

* God gives us love. Something to love
He lends us.’
(Tennyson)
The same poet wisely suggcsiws—
¢ For in a wink the false love turns to hate

That is a good standard to judge true love. We have a
sweet song of Shelley, the ¢ poet of Light.’

¢ All love is sweet,
Given or returned. Common as light is love,
And its familiar voices wearies not ever.’

From Love in the abstract we now turn to Love in the
concrete, In the words of Tennyson, as quoted above, ¢ God
gives us love. Something to love He lends us .

Among the sweethearts of man there is nothing so sweet and
balmy as the woman. To this fair creature poets have offered
the noblest tributes of their hearts. They have elevated her birth
and station in life, made her a princess of beauty and crowned her
with the greatest art of Nature. Therefore their lyric songs of
love, despite being genuine, lively and enervating also embrace
the psychological aspects of the mind. Love poetry is the epic
poem of man’s soul, and the love songs are annotations of
the aesthetic and ethical nature of man,

To begin with, I would quote a fine passage from Shake-
speare wherein he depicts the character of a clever heroine.
Says he :

¢ She never told her love,
But let concealment, like a worm i’ the bud,
Feed on her damask cheek ; she pined in thought;
And with a green and yellow melancholy,
~ She sat like patience on a monument,
Smiling at grief.’ |
' (Twelfth Night, Act ii. 4)
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when science holds the Sceptre and philosophy the Crown but
matter rules the World, we have a voice from heaven calling us
towards Love—The mighty spiritual warring with the *dullness
of matter’. Should we answer it we would at least reap the
harvest from all that intellectual labour we have been doing for
the greatest good of mankind: we would gain elevation and
peace.

What makes Love dethrone all spiritual forces, and offers
it the loftiest seat in the universe is ultimately its quality of
being immortal. It is indestructible, eternal and everlasting.
When everything perishes Love alone survives. Southey refers
to this quality of Love in a fine poetic way:

¢ In Heaven ambition cannot dwell,

Nor avarice in the vaults of Hell:

Earthly these passions, as of Earth,

They perish where they have their birth.
But Love is indestructible ;

Its holy flame for ever burneth,

From Heaven it came, to Heaven returneth.’

Tennyson echoes the same sound when he makes Love
speak to Death—

¢ The shadow passeth when the tree shall fall
But I shall reign for ever over all.’

Here is another musing upon Love—

‘ In peace, Love tunes the shepherd’s reed ;
In war, he mounts the warriors’ steed ;

In halls, in gay attire is seen;

In hamlets, dances on the green,

Love rules the court, the camp, the grove
And men below and saints above;

For love is heaven, and heaven is love.’

Such universal appeals are the very wings of inslpirétion and
progress. If rightly considered they would offer sublime thoughts
of the divine and make the soul stoop to the blessings of God.
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Phillips James Bailey contributes a beautiful passage to
the divine conception of Love—

¢« Love is the happy privilege of the mind—
Love is the reason of all loving things.

A Trinity there seems of principles,

Which represent and rule created life—

The love of self, our fellows, and our God.

In all throughout one common feeling reigns :
Each doth maintain, and is maintained by the other:
All are compatible—all needful; one

To life,—to virtue one,—and one to bless:
Which thus together make the power, the end,
And the perfection of created Being.’

Created life has three principles—the love of self, our fellows
and our God. How sweet a message to the world contending
for peace! Love is the reason of all living things’ and °the
perfection of created Being’. There is a volume of thought
within these short poetic utterances—they are the all-embracing
words of truth. We, the philosophers, the scientists, the
historians and the politicians are unanimously seeking for a route
to perfection. We are expounding theories, cutting down
principles and recording the ways of life. Yet above such
dogmatism soars the ethical and the spiritual value of things. The
poet sings of these and drugs us to sweet celestial sleep.

¢ Love,—what a volume in a word, an ocean in a tear,

A seventh heaven in a glance, a whirlwind in a sigh,

The lightning in a touch, a millennium in a moment,

What concentrated joy or woe, in blest or blighted Love.’

¢ Love is a sweet idolatry, enslaving all the soul,

A mighty spiritual force, warring with the dullness of
matter.

An angel-mind breathed into mortal, though fallen, yet
how beautiful.

All the devotion of the heart in all its depth and
grandeur.’

So this is an explanatory theme of love. In the present era
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ings of Love. Therefore let us now pass on to that last point
of the present article, which is the ruling Fate of the Universe.

Emerson in his essay on /Friendship remarks.—* Love
which is the essence of God, is not for levity, but for the total
worth of man.’ :

Shelley in his On Love writes.—* What is Love? Ask
him who lives ; what is life? Ask him who adores what is God.’

- With an introduction such as this, for we feel at a loss to
dilate upon definitions and descriptions of love which are no more
than partial truths, we now approach to its poetic conceptions.

‘Yes, Love indeed is light from heaven:
A spark of that immortal fire.
With angels shared, by Alla given,
To lift from earth our low desire.
Devotion wafts the mind above
But Heaven itself descends in love;
A feeling from the Godhead caught,
To wean from self each sordid thought:
A ray of Him who formed the whole;
A glory circling round the soul.’

(Byron)

Reader ! recapitulate in thy mind the universal truth that
lies buried in these weighty lines. It is merely a mystic concep-
tion of love, but a piece of good augury for those who think and
value the truth of things. Love is the prevailing spirit among
the angels dwelling in the golden spheres of Heaven. In the
vast celestial abode where the spirit of the dead will depart there
will be only love and peace reigning. They are the glories of
Paradise. Man’s most valorous pursuit therefore should be to
lift his life from low desires, and waft the mind to higher aspi-
rations and lo! the poet welcomes us in those regions with the
grand spirit of love. It is the ¢ light from heaven ’and ‘a feeling
rom. the Godhead caught.’
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Here we have the peace and pleasure derived from beautiful
things. : :

Beauty is the magnet which attracts human attentlon—-—nay,
perhaps the sympathy of Nature. Says Mllton

“ Where perhaps some Beauty lies
" The cynosure of neighb’ring eyes.’

Consider how many things there are in the world which at-
tract attention and inspire and you will comprehend the value of
Beauty. It is genius personified, a glory condensed into vision.

¢ Beauty itself doth of itself persuade
The eyes of men without an orator.” (Shakespeare.)

In a fine fluent style Stephen Phillips remarks :

¢ As rich and purposeless as is the rose;
Thy simple doom is to be beautiful.’

Here is a version of Pope :—
¢ And beauty draws us with a single hair.’

Inspired with the Greek outlook on life—‘A beautiful
mind in a beautiful body’, Shakespeare expects a lovely woman
to be made of a nobler stuff. There is a fair lady, a gleaming
expression of Beauty personified, and a fair soul tallying with her
fair body :—

 There is nothing ill can dwell in such a temple ;
If the ill spirit have so fair a house,
Good things will strive to dwell with't, (77¢ Tempest).

From the realms of beauty we now come to the noblest bless-
ing of life—Love. Beauty if rightly understood is the very
soul of love. The universe where human life with all its ill and
errors reigns supreme, presents as many aspects as the emotions
of man. Human nature, weak and erring, is a victim to evil,
and evil arises from erroneous conception of things. When all
other powers fail, Beauty paints Nature into a gleaming glory,
centralizes and beautifies the conceptions of man and consequent-
ly inspiring love among them brings them to the kingdom of
eternal peace. Such are the powers of Beauty, such are _the bless-
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void of an asthetic vision is an empty dream., Art is the hand-
maid of the pleasures of life, and unless man has moulded his soul
to sympathise and admire Beauty in the universe he is hardly con-
scious of the greatest power of God, also is handicapped of an
@®sthetic pleasure. Conception of Beauty is not visionary, it is
spiritual. To quote Oscar Wilde ¢ Beauty has as many mean-
ings as a man has moods. Beauty is the symbol of symbols.
Beauty reveals everything because it expresses nothing. When
it shows us itself, it shows us the whole fiery-coloured world.’
Ruskin in his Ethics of the Dust says, ¢ you ought to be glad
in thinking how much more beauty God has made, than human
eyes can ever see’. Spencer beautifully remarks: *The saying
that beauty is but skin-deep is but a skin deep saying’. W.
Savage Landor holds the opinion that ‘the sight of beauty, in
her purity and beatitude, turns us from all unrighteousness and
is death to sin’. Sharing the sentiments of such mighty thinkers,
now let us turn to poets and hear the message.

Keats in his Ode 072 a Greciarn Urn remarks:

¢ Beauty is truth, truth Beauty.’—that is all
Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know.

Having a beatific vision of Beauty, Keats surmisingly lays
down a pretty song which in its shortness, force and prophetic
oratory is certainly a spiritual message from above, The poet
soaring to those realms where ¢ the truthful angel sings’ snatches
up a fiery idea and has the art to mould his vision of the True and
the Beautiful into a verse which in its very width of vision harmo.
nises the two greatest conceptions into one single @sthetic dream.
If Beauty is as it certainly is, does it not reveal to the whole man-
kind the greatest secrets of the universe in both visionary and
spiritual aspects?  If Truth is Beauty, does it not fire the world
to have their eyes open and transfer that ocular vision to the mind ?

Another conception of his well-known stanza—

' A thing of beauty is a joy for ever;

Its loveliness increases; it will never

Pass into nothingness but still will keep

A bower quiet for us, and a sleep

Full of sweet dreams, and health, and quiet breathings.’
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and sometimes into disaster: or, if it be a very small fragment of
the truth, they may be whirled into the idiotic folly of certain
eccentric movements in arts and letters.’

Therefore meditation, if it gives birth to truth within the
mind, holds more eternal value. Inborn truth is most valid and
if it is born out of things that we see, in which we live, it is of
immense service to the ethical progress of mankind. Nature if
contemplated upon in order to arrive at the central harmony of
things, is the best medium, and the poet who sings of Nature the
best instructor.

Browning crowns Nature with all beauty when he says—
¢ O world as God has made it! All is Beauty’.

Let us pause awhile and consider how Beauty crowns Nature.
To consider this aspect is to have an @sthetic vision of the good
in Nature ; and such a vision once lit within the mind’s eye opens
all the refulgent lights of Heaven.

From Beauty we come to Pleasure—' pleasure such as leaves
no sting behind’. Itis the power which lessens and illumines
the burden of life—it breathes the very essence of the pure and the
delightful. To a poet Nature is a pleasure as against a lawyer to
whom it is all politics.

* There is a pleasure in the pathless woods,
There is a rapture on the lovely sheore,
There is a society when none intrudes
By the deep sea, and Music in its roar’.
(Byron)
Imbibed with the spirit of contemplation Shakespeare speaks
of—
*Tongues in trees, books in running brooks,
Sermons in stones, and good in everything ’.

*Good in everything’'! Are they not sweet angelic .words to
wash away the evils of human life ?

We have not still done away with Beauty.

The conception of Beauty, as spiritual mood emanating from
reflection upon Nature, is the highest privilege of Man. Life
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elevates our intellectual powers and fills our mind with thoughts
at once inspiring and divine—for, says Thompson :

¢ And meditate the Book
Of Nature, ever open’.

Those who meditated were able to deliver the message of
an inspired life. The poet who is the very wing of meditation
sings of Nature as Divine—

¢ The spacious firmament on high,

With all the blue ethereal sky,

And spangled heavens, a shining frame

Their great Original proclaim.’ '
(Addison)

Here is a light of vision from which the poet is caught up
into the glory of the sum of things—

¢ Nature is but a name for an effect
Whose cause is God.’
(Thompson)

Such lyric utterances are of immense value in the modern
world of intellectual obscurantism. We would better quote
Alfred Noyes here and present a brief sketch of the chaos that is
prevailing in literature in the search for Truth.

¢«If one were asked to state the fundamentals of all the dis-
cords of the modern world, the chaos of thought in politics and
religion, the confusion of standards in ethics, and the bewilder-
ment of critical judgment in art and letters, the cause could
probably be given in two sentences. Our world is now so highly
specialized that it grows more and more difficult for us to relate
our particular fragments of the truth to the whole. On every side
there is a war in progress—not so much between falsehood and
falsehood as between innumerable fragments of the truth; but
when undue stress is laid upon a fragment of the truth, whether
it be in the theories of psycho-analysis, of post-impressionism, of
cubism, of conservatism, of communism, of the value of novelty,
of the value of institutions, then men plunge headlong into ervor

10
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As to the immortality of life we have a happy illustration
from Anna L. Barbauld. Being pulled down with such discour-
aging remarks as Seneca’s—* Life is only a journey to Death’, or
Cowley’s exclamation—* Life is an incurable disease,” we long
for a future that is transcendent, happy and eternal, something
that would illumine our present course of life and would make us
exalt on its happy entrance into immortality in the end. Barbauld
inspires us to such a future—

¢ Life ! we have been long together,

Through pleasant and through cloudy weather;

"Tis hard to part when friends are dear,

Then steal away, give little warning

Chose thine own time;

Say not * Good night "' ; but in some brighter clime

My

Bid me *“ Good morning ",

Our next step now is from Life’'s great sea to Nature.
Nature was analysed, operated, painted and pictured, but it was
seldom contemplated upon. Scientists try to suck the life-blood
out of it, Philosophers nurse upon her psychological intricacies,
Biologists, Evolutionists, Zoologists and others investigate one of
her more solid treasures, but Poets sing of it as a whole. Cour-
ageously they call upon men and say—

¢ Come forth into the light of things,
Let Nature be your teacher’.

It is the greatest privilege of Man to see the body as well as
the soul of Nature. But it is a privilege which is very often
neglected than enjoyed. We see the anatomy of things, the
paint and picture of things but not the soul of things, Soul is
the light, the spirit which thrills all organic bodies—nay, even
inorganic ones, if the recent scientific researches are to be held in
view. Soul is the only Truth, yet how many advocates of Truth
are there who endeavour to approach it in all sincerity? Our
flight from matter to the soul opens out the vista of eternity,
enlarges our vision and imparts to us supernatural delights. It
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Wordsworth presents to us a more gleaming but mystic
aspect of life. Says he—

“ Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting ;
The soul that rises with us, our life’s star,
Hath had elsewhere its setting,

And cometh from afar;

Not in entire forgetfulness,

And not in utter nakedness

But trailing clouds of glory do we come
From God, who is our home ’.

We are the ¢ trailing clouds of glory from God.” O, whatan
exaltation of man’s humble station in life !

-+ And cradles rock us nearer to the tomb.
Our birth is nothing but our death begun’.

(Young.)

Young’s outlook on life as expressed in the above verse is
superficial, yet it signifies one of its conspicuous aspects., Make
God our home and keep up the glory bestowed upon us from
Him and our death will be a happy entrance into Paradise. We
live in a-world of vast influences and we are the children of time.
Our attitudes and our mentalities change with the current thought.
With such constant changings of mind and manner, we find
human nature shifting from one scene to another, from one aspect
of life to another aspect, sometimes lying at a pole’s distance from
each other. How are we to designate the right path—the happy
smooth way towards home. The Greeks and the Romans passed
away from the stage, the Arabs and the Parthians played their
own parts and now we are in the grand theatre of life. Which of
these was the happiest nation, and whose lofty thoughts would
lead us right towards our goal? Leave aside the scientists and
the philosophers, for they are few. Think of the vast humanity,
the innumerable hosts of God’s immense creation, and lay down
a message for them. Elevate their ambitions, exalt their outlook
on life and bring them to the path of virtue and then you wxll
truly serve yourself, your country and your God.
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but sparkles near the brim’. Itis born of that bitter experience
which most men have to face with the harshness of fate, Gray’s
Epitapk is a remarkable piece of the world's grievous ways :—-

¢Life is a jest, and all things show it ;
I thought it once, and now I know it’.

Now turning towards the poets’ thoughtful sayings on life we
would first begin with a melancholy sage, who has drunk a bitter
draught of life’s enchanted cup—

* Lo, as the wind is, so is mortal life,
A moan, a sigh, a sob, a storm, a strife’.
(Sir Edwin Arnold.)

¢ We live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, not breaths.
Bailey in a wise twitter presents to us the value of right thinking
and true action. All life is made up of thoughts and deeds. If
80 let us consider what are the thoughts to cherish and what are
the ends to accomplish. Solve the problem and you will make
history, conquer it and you will conquer God !

Milton the blind and the soul-seeing poet of the Divine has
his own message to deliver :

‘ Nor love thy life nor hate; but what thou liv’st
Live well : how long, or short, permit to Heaver
(Paradise Lost, Bk. XI.)

¢ And so, from hour to hour we ripe and ripe,
And then from hour to hour we rot and rot :
And thereby hangs a tale’

is a silent version of Shakespeare, and ‘ men grow better as the
world grows old’ an optimistic view of Ella W. Wilcox.
Shakespeare the ‘elder brother of every man’ improves upon
Wilcox's declaration and with his all-pervading spirit presents the
world in both its light and dark aspects. If we ripe and ripe from
hour to hour we likewise rot and rot. But does it signify the age
of a man or his intellect ? Intellect is immortal as it lives in know-
ledge and culture of the world, but it is likely to rot in its own
ripeness. We should therefore follow Wilcex and exalt in saying
that we * grow better as the world grows old’,
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truth conveyed in those short phrases. Let youth be a blunder,
we cannot mend it; let old age be a regret we cannot help it; but
let not manhood be other than a struggle. That is the universal
keynote of success in life and the only source of true pleasure.

¢ Life would be twice or ten times life, if spent with wise and
fruitful companions’, says Emerson, and that is a noble advice to
men of society.

¢ Life is search after power ; and this is an element with which
the world is so saturated, that no honest seeking goes unrewarded.’

‘Life is good when it is magical, a perfect tuning and
consent, and when we do not anatomize it’.

These are the maxims of truth from the same author. Life
is immortal. In these three words lie the happiest outlook of
man ; in it is buried the future of humanity. Pointing to that
we have a clever saying of G. Kinket: ‘What has once lived is
immortal.’

Life is made up of both virtue and vice. Says Shakespeare:
¢ The web of our life is of a mingled yarn, good and ill together’.

“The true pleasure of life is to live with your inferiors’ is a
quotation from Thackeray. It points out the spirit of help and
sympathy, even love that a man superior in life ought to show
towards his inferiors. The author gives us an epitome ofa
happy domestic and public life that a true citizen should live.
He declaresit to be all crowned with joy and success.

* The world is a Comedy to those that think, a Tragedy to
those who feel’. H. Walpole wrote this beautiful aphorism in one
of his letters. Iagree to the second part of his saying but I do not
think the world is a comedy to those who think. Thinking and
feeling are both deep and are related to the sensitive nature of man.
Only those who have merely a frivolous outlook of life may take
the world as a comedy—those who are senseless to its deeper
effects. If one thinks as an optimist he is sure to gain all the
relish and enjoyments that the world has ; but optimism is a rare
.part of nature and is very rarely possessed. See Byron’s complaint
on the frugal nature of life when he remarks that ¢ life’s enchanted cup
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genuine thought as a matter of experience, an opinion of facts.
Again he is a child of fancy and a wave of emotion. One single
flash of fancy, one streak of deep human emotion brings prophe-
tic message on his lips—makes him sing a song of life. Let us
then hear his song and share his sentiments if possible.
T. Tusser raises a voice of meditation on the unknown

power controlling all humanity.

¢ What better thought than think on God, and daily Him

to serve?
What better gift then to the poor ready be to serve ?

How to think of God and how to serve Him in life are the
basic postulates of religion. Let man think out his own religion,
feel the pleasure of serving one Divine Power in all humiliation.
Also let him offer gifts to the poor, console the afflicted, and he
would feel the universal truth lying behind that simple utterance.

Old age, the messenger of death, brings to man a final ending
of all earthly pleasures. His lofty page of life shrinks into
nothingness and all the glories of his youth fade before the warning
of Death. How is he to console his last breaths, the week airy
beats of life. Says Southey—

¢ In the days of my youth I remembered my God,
And He hath not forgotten my age.’

The old Man’s Comforts, is a simple poem of his. Yet how
unflinchingly he holds the rope of Faith in God in these short
lines—how glorious he wins consolation in the face of Death !
Descending from God’s lofty throne let us now face life the only
surrender of man.

To define life is to count the waves of the sea, to expound its
theories is to fix the wind’s flight. What we could do is to collect
its divergent aspects and search for truth. Much has been said on
life—didactions, surmises, morals and experiences, and it is up to
us to choose our own motto and work it up.

Disraeli gives us a beautiful summary of life. Says he,
‘ youth is a blunder; manhood is a struggle; old age is a regret.’
I do not know how far it will appeal to all humanity, yet there are
many among us who would perfectly understand the practical



No. 3 OSMANIA MAGAZINE = 185

Poets seldom write theses, make experiments, run the ma-
chines, preach on the altars, collect cool philosophy in books or
make rhetorical speeches in councils, They only have their
¢ short swallow flights of song’, yet they move, inspire, teach
and correct, They put the mysteries of life in a nut-shell, and
air them with music. Thus they contribute to thought and make
man the child of wisdom.

“Often in moments of extreme solitude, I have sought for the
unknown power that seemed to penetrate every star in the heavens
and every blade of grass on the earth: I longed for God’s very
presence and was deeply moved with His omnipotence. Cowper
poured his sweet ditty into mine ears and raised his seerlike
forefinger saying :

¢ God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform ;
He plants his faotsteps in the sea
And rides upon the storm.’

Imagine the picture of Him whose footsteps lie in the cleav:
ing wavgs, and whose chariot sails over the fleeting wind.

Pope in his Essay on Man sings of the pious Indian, rude
but loving Him who is the sole Power of the Universew

‘ Lo, the poor Indian; whose untutored mind
Sees God in clouds, or hears Him in the wind;
His soul proud science never taught to stray.’

Read the last line over. In those pretty words lie buried
the deepest satisfaction that man can find in the world. The
modern age, an age of science whose praise the ironwheels of the
hissing machines sing, is blind to the soul, the eternal electricity
of life, Happiness should be central and perfect. It should im-
bibe eternal satisfaction, and eternal relief, but do Radio and X-
Rays, Evolution and Politics bringin such soul-satisfying pleasure ?

Poetry is a divine and philosophic opinion of life. It does
not expound theories or lay down conclusive decisions. A poet
is a flash of life, a page of history. In that page there is not
written the whole history of mankind but the experience of a
single poet. Therefore we should listen to his message, .. his



194 POETS’ CONTRIBUTIONS TO THOUGHT Vol V

Deep and weighty the mind’s mighty waters roll in their own
depths, and when the ‘breath of heaven’ fans their sleeping
waves they wake and make the very mountains shake: Poetry is
the wind of the mind’s sea, it wakes its stormy waters.

To the ‘masterminds of old’ I owe the greatest pleasure of
life. Their immortal sayings tinged with the light of wisdom
filled me with wise thoughts. To the ancient bards 1 owe the
most precious gems of intellect, and to poetry the unquestionable
delights of heavenly reason.

I have often reflected upon the contributions of great writers
to thought and I found that the greatest credit goes to the singers
of old. Poets seemed to me the revelations, the benefactors of
human pleasure and intellect. Their

*Short swallow flights of song that dip
Their wings in tears, and skim away’

were like the angel awaking Adam in his solitary abode:

¢ Verse sweetens toil however rude the sound
She feels no biting pang the while she sings:
Nor as she turns the giddy wheel around:
Revolves the sad vicissitudes of things.

(R. Gifford)

To sing, to teach, to inspire and to sanctify was ever the
function of a poet. All other arts and sciences do but analyse the
fields of thought and seek for Truth partial; Poetry the glorious
among all five arts searches for Truth as a whole—nay, explores
the entire universe where

*Observe how system runs,
What other planets circle other suns,
What varied being peoples every star’.

And where—

¢ All are but parts of one stupendous whole,
Whose body nature is and God the soul’.

(Pope)
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POETS' CONTRIBUTIONS TO THOUGHT

POETR’Y has ever been my food for thought, a source of

sanctified pleasure. Like the angel’s flight it purified my
soul, and like the transparent beams of Venus lent my eye
a gleam and a sparkle.

A poem ‘round and perfectas a star’ often gave me intellec-
tual fields of immortal play. The poet’s frenzy rolling in the vast
universe, his unsurpassed flight from ¢ heaven to earth, from earth
to heaven’ made me move like a comet free in the blue vault of
space, nearing every star, catching every boisterous swell of the
spheres, and picturing every remote planet by a million lights
transformed.

Poetry not only lays down valuable thought but also opens
great fields of vision. It is suggestive and inspiring, is at once a
mystery and a revelation. Follow a poet through his ‘majestic
harmonies’ and you will feel swell with eternal music: lend an
eye to his ‘ round universal pictures’ and you will have a galaxy of
imperishable lights before you. You will travel with him into the
kingdom of God, converse with angels and drink the nectar of
paradise. You will feel the pulse of life, be spared all the pangs and
the pleasure that bind humanity, even transcend Death in her un-
penetrated gloom. Soaring above all philosophy, science, politics
and history you will be the very child of intellect, the playful
shepherd boy of wisdom. Truth will be your pole star, the very
embodiment of mystery half revealed. Music will fan your breath
of life, Pleasure play in your arms, and Emotion crown your soul.
You will be a man with God’s unfathomed delights raging within
you.

Thought is the pulse of mind, a living throb of its life eternal.
Provoked by thought, and fired by inspiration, the mind becomes
the tool of God’s power. It rolls like the deep blue sea, with all
the tranquil times and the raging weather sleeping within its arms.

Yet it stands in need of a wind strong and fresh from the north,
9
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One little word in this estimate of difficulties by a highly -
intellectual man with a scholastic training reveals the other side
of the question. He speaks of it as a modes¢ list, and we know at
once what he means by modessz. This is one of those words of
quality which are very readily made to connote their opposites. It
means here: You and I will agree that no ordinary person would
be likely to take all this trouble to understand poetry, which should
appeal to something more than mind stored with mediaeval lore.
There should be some instantaneous appeal to the spirit; the
music, the colouring, the wavelike energy of the verse rolling up
endlessly, should stir something within us that is akin, some
rhythm of our own, some deep sense of beauty, without which we
should never haveopened the book. And after all, though Words-
worth is declared to be much more difficult than Browning, we
should never demand from his readers a detailed knowledge of the
French Revolution, of Mysticism, Logic, and of the geology and
hydrography of the Lake District for an understanding and enjoy-
ment of the Prelude.

E. E. SPEIGHT.
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It has been asserted that ¢ the works of the great poets have
never yet been read by mankind, for only great poets can read
them.” And Thoreau goes on to say that our ordinary reading is
as superficial as is astrology compared with astronomy.

That there is some truth in this sweeping statement, which
seems to place great poets outside mankind, is shown by the
continuous attempts through the ages to elucidate the works of
great poets for each successive age. Even the simple language
of the prophets of old would seem to disclose more meaning as
the eenturies go by, until some of us in these fortunate latter days
know more, as Mr. Wells says, of Greece and Rome than was
known in their hey-day. And some go further, like Emerson, who
when reading Proclus found that he was exploring nature and
fate, and was moved to say: ‘It is a greater joy to see the
author’s author than himself.’

A terse and luminous study of the hardness of a great poet
is included in Lionel Johnson's too little-known Post Liminiumne,
a treasury of modern criticism. For him ‘ Dante will always be
the hardest poet in the world, not excepting Aschylus, Pindar,
Lucretins, Shakespeare, Milton, Browning.’ And he goes on to
show in what manner the hardness of Dante differs from the
allusive difficulty of Pindar and the quality of Hamlet that is in
Shakespeare himself. He shows how Dante for most people
means a few names, such as ¢ Francesca, Ugolino, Matilda,
Sordello, and a score of lovely descriptive lines,” while the great
argument of the poem is beyond the ordinary reader. But this
can be overcome, if we are willing to makea close study of medize-
val history, thought and science, of the Tuscan language, of Italian
art, Archzology and Topography. ¢If you know the .Zweid
of Virgil and the Summa of Aquinas, so much the better will you
know Dante. But it is not too much to say that till you know
these and many other things also, you cannot know Dante. No
other poet demands so multifarious a knowledge in his reader.’

And he goes on to compare Dante with Michael Angelo,
both of them overwhelming in genius rather than conquerors
' by charm, both lovers of law, the beauty of both one with their
thought.
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to him, but came back with a wonder, came back
above all with a high and magnificent beauty.’

Coleridge has divided readers into four classes :

1. Sponges, who absorb all they read, and return it
nearly in the same state, only a little dirtied.

2. Sandglasses, who retain nothing, and are content
to get through a book for the sake of getting
through the time.

3. Strainbags, who retain merely the dregs of what they
read.

4. Mogul diamonds, equally rare and valuable, who
profit by what they read, and enable others to
profit by it also.

A little imagination would enable one to extend this classifi-
cation considerably by making a little more allowance for human
difficulties and aspirations. Books a»¢ bought in enormous numbers,
even serious ones, and we must assume some serious aim in their
being read ; moreover it is certainly true, as Hugo von Hoffmann-
sthal has impressively pointed out, that:

¢ Everything that is written in a language, and every-
thing, I dare to assert, that is thought in it, derives
from the productions of those few who have ever
dealt with that language creatively.

All that which in the widest sense we call literature,
down to the libretto of an old-fashioned opera and
the paper-backed novel, all derives from the few
great books of the world.’

For Hoffmannsthal the central gesture of the age is ‘a man
with a book in his hand, even as the kneeling man with folded
hands was the symbol of another age.’ And he finds in this
universal, incessant habit of reading a sign of an intense spiritual
yearning, most people seeking they know not what, but for him a
stirring of the emotions by thought, a rousing of deeper, cosmic
emotions, ¢ precisely those which a true and stringent science *
must always deny itself and which the poet alone can give.’
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THE READER

IN all our study of literature we must remember that there are

two parties involved. All the benefit we get from literature,
whether as sheer and mere enjoyment, or as guidance, or as the
encouragement our being needs for its fulfilment, depends upon
this recognition that there are two parties to the comprehension
of anything written, the writer and the reader. Prof. Raleigh
somewhere speaks of this colloquy, this dramatic relation, coming
into existence even when we read a lyric.

The Book of Job has been called the first great colloquy
between man and his Maker. Thus we see into what awful presence
we may be called when we open one of the books the world has
set on high; and that in the reading of any great literature there
may be in our presence, with the writer and the reader, a third, a
shadowy watchman of our thoughts.

So the responsibility on the reader is a twofold one : he has
not only to do justice to himself but to the author he is reading.

Resource to books has now become so much a matter of
second nature that one of our leading scientists has had to point
out the danger involved in a state which substitutes books for real
life. This danger was hinted at half a century ago by Schopen-
hauer:

* One should only read when the source of original thought
fails, which is often enough in the best heads. To
scare away one’s own original thoughts for the sake of
taking a book in the hand is a sin against the Holy
Ghost.’

This is of course a counsel of perfection, and it does not take
account of the experience of those who read to compose the
trouble of their souls, an experience almost lyrically recorded by
Henry James:

‘ He began to read and, little by little, in this occupation,
was pacified and reassured. Everything came back
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¢ Talked of me !

Or meanly?

How mayst thou reach thy goal ?’
I just smiled and turned away.

The limped clay trotted

Trotted along

Behind me

Along my way

To a house of clay

My abode

Sanctuary :

He knocked at the door

And called me out

He was then a furious clod of clay.
* Why shouldst thou follow me thus
To a place not thine,’ I asked;

¢ Disturb a soul not akin to thee?’
He burst into a laughter and turned away.
I stood at my door

And gazed

Gazed at the passing figure,

The limped clay

Seemed to me

Vanishing into the air

With the swiftness of a lightning flash.
I ran out and cried aloud :

Come back, come back, my friend

I shall still have a word with thee.
He heeded me not and went away

That night was a sleepless night
My place of rest was a cell in hell.

Tell me, _

When I whispered into Thy soul

The other day,

Did I speak for him

Or for me? S. A. L.

Osmania University College.
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HE moth rushes at the flame,
And burns,
It knows not why.
There are moths amongst us too
With gifts of brain
Yet rush at the flame
And burn.

Why askst us then

We turn away .

From the path of the ordinary clay

Thou sensible friend

The passing sweetness of a decaying day.

Great God ! _

Do not bind us, the few we are,

To the dark tomb-stone of a dying day,
We have cried within, and never without,
Into the midst of Thy widening Space,

W ith the stillness of a listless soul,

With the voice of a burning moth,
Where quietude reigns

And where you, too, may live.

Spare us and forgive
Moths we are,
A gentle yet a terrific race!

II.

When I whispered into Thy soul,
The other day, '

A pot of clay,

Spoke to me,

Stealthily,-

187
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From the dark background, that suggests the blankness of
imagination, emerges a white marble phenomenon, two
lovers, a kiss, an embrace and a tomb. And we see the whole
drama staged, in a glance at this masterpiece of sculpture. The
Lovers’ faces are half-hidden and undistinguishable. For
Love is blind, and life is tragic; Juliet's naked shoulders here
reproduce all that Shakespeare strove to do in the creation of the
beautiful; the embrace, that has been carved with masterly
strokes, reveals the immeasurable depth of the passion; and the
tomb with its romantic yet dreary aspect, makes the piece a
living tragedy.

With the genius of a Shakespeare, with the art of a Michael
Angelo, with the conception of a Byron, with the treatment of a
Beardsley, comes forth Rodin—one of the greatest artists
that this world has ever produced since the golden age of the
Greeks.

AZIZ AHMAD,
111 YEAR,

Osmania University College.
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ROMEO AND JULIET
A DREAM IN MARBLE
RODIN! Rodinll Rodin !

“Is it a dream ?’ felt my sleeping senses; but they woke and
found before them an impression on paper, of the marble
portraiture of * Romeo and Juliet’ by Rodin.

My eyes were fixed ; I watched and watched, still bewildered,
still intoxicated, still unsatisfied. I was unconscious. The Art
with one of its paralysing strokes had numbed my senses.

A translation it was and what a translation ; the translation
of poetry into marble, of conception into style, of imagination into
form. Only if Shakespeare could have known that he had a rival
of his dreams in another sphere of Art.

Shakespeare and Rodin, the two creators of their own worlds,
are here seen together composing a story of Love and Lament,

There comes Shakespeare, the greatest of all bards, and
from the Eternal Spring of Love presents a gem, one the best, the
noblest and the loveliest of the jewels in the literature of all time.

Four hundred years have passed; men still admire it, and
they are not tired of admiring.

Then comes guess who? Another dreamer, a dreamer
in marble, it is Rodin, the Michael Angelo of our century.
With his sane, masculine conception he reveals in marble the
beauty that lay buried in the dead poet’s heart, and only a part of
it he could express in his immortal play.

* Our sweetest songs are those’ dreams Shelley ‘that tell of
saddest thought' And Romeo and Juliet is one of the saddest
thoughts that inspired sweetest songs. But now just imagine

these heavenly songs and their spiritual harmony assuming
shape.

8
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TMU

Of all the Kings of Egypt,

Of all their ancient dead,

The mummies and the corpses
Like leather or brown bread,

(Of goddesses and ladies

Just now I do not sing,

They are, to put it courteously,
Quite another thing)

Of all their myriad men-folk,
Whose figures we have seen,
There’s only one I wish to meet,
Corporeally, I mean;

One of whom is written, -
Mysterious, yet so clear,

Words I have never seen elsewhere
Yet all one needs to hear:

I ALave come to earth, and taker
Possession with my two

leet (Then comes a silence . . . .
And lastly:) Iam TMU.

E. E. SPEIGHT.
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Into the land of living light

They’re calling me, O mother of mine,
And I must go; little mother, good-night,
A blessing on you, mother of mine,

A thousand, thousand blessings rest

On your brave heart, your heart so true ;
They’re calling me, calling me out of my nest
Over the waters away from you,

Into the great world of the sun.’

He laid his head to her shoulder’s ease
And gave one sigh, and he was gone
With the darling swallows over the seas.
And as night fell there rose the cry

Of a woman keening with no one by,
Lonely in that desolate place :

God’s pity on her anguished face.

THE EAGLE

When I climbed the savage mountain
To watch an eagle in flight

I lost my way and there must stay
Wan guest of the drear night.

And the hours turned to years

In that fog-bound bivouac

With nothing nightlong to behold
But the hosting of the wrack.

But a mighty revelation

Was mine when night was done,
As I rose to greet the ascension
Of that eagle heart, the Sun,
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EVENING IN IRELAND

EVENING IN IRELAND

HEY led him out. He spoke no word.

But in his heart this memory,
As he faced the firing squad unstirred,
Moved like an evening litany.
The swallows were flying in a flock
Into the southern world, and they
Were watching from a ferny rock
The dear birds as they flew away.
And as the dark wings crossed the wood
One pair returned, whose nest had been
Above their window, and whose brood,
Reared in safety, they had seen
Piping and peeping, growing fast
Through the earth’s waking, till at last
From the cosy nest they all arise
And float along the sunbeam forth
Into the noontide. Happy pair
Bidding farewell to the trusty north
And the heralds of winter there.

Down they swoop to the little boy ;
Over they turn, and close to ground
Sweep along in swiftest joy,

Rising with a passionate bound

To brush his cheek, then off again
With a wistful note of pain,

Off into the fading flock

Far beyond the ferny rock.

* Mother, they’re calling me: he cried;
¢ Come with us over the lifting sea
And round the mountains far and wide
Into the South so far and free;

Vol. V
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WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE WORLD

THE wrong with the world now is owing to the increase
in human knowledge. The world is the same as it was
a thousand years or a million years ago, but we, the workers of
the world, are making it good or bad. Though knowledge is not
a pernicious thing in itself, yet it is a cause of much unexpected
development and tension. The increasing sense of individual
authority and of nationality combined with economic competition
are the chief causes of the unpeaceful state of the modern world.
We find everywhere rebellion, opposition, resistance and revolu-
tion throughout the globe. What is the cause of all these things?
I think it is the result of the production of a zeal which made the
commonalty stranger. Lack of equality gives rise to all the troubles.
Unequal distribution of wealth is the cause of all the present
unstable condition of the world. Political consciousness is
causing great havoc now-a-days. Life requires the complete
fulfilment of our wants and a happy and joyful career. I think
our ancestors were more happy and lived a merrier life than we
are living now, and that was owing to their simplicity, pure-
heartedness, unity and the love for the members of their
community.

MD. FARID-UD-DIN KHAN,
IV YEAR,
Osmnania Usniversity College.
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THE HOTELS OF HYDERABAD

HOUGH, now-a-days there are many up-to-date and decent

hotels in Hyderabad, I will lay emphasis only upon the old-

fashioned and dirty hotels, for it will be more interesting, and
it will concentrate our attention more.

When we go to this kind of hotel, we see in it a crowd of
people, some chatting, some laughing, some singing and all of
them doing whatever they like. Generally to these hotels go
people who do not find amusement, or rather such cheap amuse-
ment elsewhere. Here they come and order a cup of tea, and a
pan-ka-bida. Drink tea, eat the pan, and then settle there down
for at least a couple of hours.

During this time innumerable subjects, political, theological,
scientific, philosophical, historical, and others are come in
discussion.

Some one says: ‘1 heard that the British Government has
given back Berar to our Aalahazarath (the Nizam). Then another
replies: ‘ O! yes, the other day I have seen it in the newspaper.’
Then a third man emphasises the argument by saying: * You
people are saying things which are only given in the newspapers,
or which are talked about by people, but I say that only a few
days ago when I was ‘ MYSELF " in Berar, I have seen with my
eyes that Berar has come into our Sarkar’s (the Nizam’s)
possession.” Now the problem is solved and acknowledged that
Berar is in the Nizam’s possession.

After that some other man says: ‘1 will tell you a more
wonderful thing, and that is, our Government is going to make a
cover of a rich cloth for the Charminar in order that such a grand
building may not be injured by rain and sunlight. How liberal
our Government is’! Then all of them begin to praise the
Government for such a wonderful deed. And also go on saying:
‘ What a fortunate and bold man our Pasha (the Nizam) is that he
got by force Berar into his possession again, even though the
British Government is far superior in power’!

Mbp., ABDUL GHANI,
IV YEAR,
Osmania University College.
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THE TREATMENT OF BEGGARS

TH ERE are many kinds of people in this world whose claims we
ought to recognize, and among them are beggars, relatives,
neighbours and friends.

Now each of them has a claim over us in proportion to his
need. Beggars are the most pitiable persons, and therefore they
need our help and sympathy the most. But it is a pity that in
the present age beggars are looked down upon with the utmost
contempt. They are humiliated in a manner that does not
become a human being, the noblest creation of God.

Every religion enjoins upon its followers to be ever helping
beggars and fulfilling their requirements. In one of the chapters
of the Holy Quran also it is said * Do not reject a questioner
(beggar) even if he comes to your door, riding on a horse and ask
of you something to eat.” In another place it is said ¢ Ye shall
never attain unto righteousness, until he give in alms (to beggars)
of that which he love (the most) and whatever ye give God
knoweth it.’

This is the difference between how we should treat beggars
and how we are really treating them.

ASGHAR ALI,
II YEAR,

Osmania Unriversity College.
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SOME CLASS EXERCISES
AN INDIAN BIRD

EVERY country in the world is famous for some sort of bird or
animal. For instance, Africa is famous for its lions,

England for its pheasants, the Polar regions for their white
bears, America for its jaguar (a kind of a leopard), Australia for
its kangaroos, Arabia for its camels, Japan for its hawks and India
is famous for its peacock.

It is one of the species of pheasants, and they call it the
Indian pheasant. It is supposed to be the most beautiful of the
game birds. Nobody would hesitate in saying that there is no
ptettier pheasant than the peacock. Its shiny green coat with
‘blue spots is simply marvellous and shows off beautifully in the
sunlight.

We should be proud to say, that our India, which is far
behind other countries, can at least produce a bird which is far
superior to any of its kind in the world.

The pea-hen is not so beautiful as the cock. Itisan ordinary
bird with a muddy brown colour. It does not dance as the cock
does and has a very short tail. )

" The chief beauty of a peacock is when he is dancing. All of
a sudden you will see him shake his feathers, and up goes his
tail like a fan, and then he walks about, doing different steps,
which have no regular rule like a fox trot or waltz.

M. M. ZAHIRUDDIN KHAN,
11 YEAR,
Osmania University College.
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it left no house in Maharashtra without mourning. Unimaginable
calamities followed. Hopes of prosperity were but as dreams
and what was bygone was bygone. Marathas received this news
with the woeful screams of widows and despairing cries of
mothers. It was a horrible and frightful phase through which
the country was passing. Viswas Rao, the pride of the army
and the boast of his country was no more on the battlefield.
The disorder was chaotic. Flying to asylum appeared to be the
aim of the soldiers. From the battlefield Khandu, with wounds
upon his body, went to a neighbouring village, seeking a nursing
hand in peril. Luck favoured him by leading him under the
kind roof of an old woman, Roshanbi. Accidentally they were
brought together but the treatment he received was motherly.
In his'dreams and drowsings the sweet remembrance of his wife
came to his mind.

Days passed by without any kind of message to reconcile
the heart of Ganga. She was utterly unaware of the safety of
Khandu. She cried and cried at rest or at work. Without
Khandu their home was a desert to her. Nobody ever knew
what had happened to Khandu. But she saw him reaping and
singing, not in the body but in the spirit. One day as she was
cutting the corn the scythe wounded her finger in her forgetful-
ness. Tears came to her eyes as she thought that she was a
prey to perils. But she did not know that it was a lull before a
storm. A horseman came galloping near her and recognized her.
Eyes saw eyes and heart knew heart. Jumping down from his
horse he embraced her and begged her to forgive him ; and what
he said to her meant exactly the same as when the poet sang—

I could not love thee, dear, so much
Loved I not honour more.

JANKIRAM PANT AHERWADKER,

B.A., LL.B. (Previous),
Osmansa University College.
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Poverty was a blessing for them because the significance of Life
as Labour was known to them. They did what was right and
abused no one, and this was but the purity of their hearts.

Those were the days of chivalry and those were the days of
glory. Bloodshed and warfare were the order of the day and
lawlessness and wretchedness rife. The Maratha power was at
its zenith and the Mughal power at its end. The once grand and
pompous Mughal suzerainty of India seemed to be passing into
the hands of titular Marathas. The flag which first flew in the
Western Ghats was now flying in the vicinity of the Himalayas.
Yet it did not know that it was but vain boast. Ruin was hidden
in the womb of the future. Viswas Rao was ambitious to seize
the throne of Delhi. At last the battlefield of Panipat decided
the fate of both parties. The drums were beating in the village,
calling them to war. The whole country was roused to action.
The people thought it their duty to enjoy life in the time of peace
and to make every sacrifice in the hour of trial. One and all
who were capable, made themselves ready to make use of the best
opportunity. Khandu was not an exception to the rule. Ganga’s
love was a great obstacle in his way but he valued duty more
than love. In love he was faithful but in duty he was most
enthusiastic.  Separation from Ganga was of course a heart-
breaking trial but he was to undergo it also. The day came
when they were to leave each other. Khandu parted from his
wife with an embrace and tears in his eyes. But accidently a
sign was made on his coat by the red mark of her head, and it
became for him an object of reverence. It brought back the
memory of those golden hours which he spent in the company
of his beloved. The pangs were very severe but he started with
fresh hopes and new assurance to make his name sound with
glory in the annals of Hindustan. The whole Maratha country knew
how to worship honour, and so joined in the national sacrifice.

The battle of Panipat proved disastrous to the Marathas.
It was the turning-point of a movement which was to bring them
to dust. The Maratha supremacy was at last threatened. Before
the battle there was no power to rival them, but nothing was .
certain after the battle. So disastrous was this defeat that
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THE BOAST OF CHIVALRY

THE day’s labour was nearly finished. Khandu with a grass

bundle upon his head was stepping through the field ways.
His steady pace indicated the benignity of his mind. It seemed
from his appearance that he was as noble as he was sincere. But
the sweet murmuring noise with the consolation of his wife gave
the place a distinct significance. Yet he was tired and threw the
bundle down upon the river-sand.

The shadows of evening were falling. The village was a
hive of crowded people. Some came from the fields and some
were lingering behind. Cattle returned to their sheds and some
were bellowing for a sight of their young ones. The lulling
sounds of the bells gave pleasure to the passers-by. The small
and ruinous temple attracted men and women for the evening
worship. Glittering lamps covered by saris were carried to the
temple by women to keep burning inside. Some of the busy
housewives seemed to be taking round the fu/s: plant and
some children were calling lovingly to their sires who were late in
returning. Ganga and Khandu came home and both were
absorbed in their usual work.

They were residents of the same village. It was rumoured
that they were the most happy couple of the village. Their
marriage had taken place a few years ago. But unfortunately
they had no child. This did not diminish the pleasure of the
married life. They were as happy as they were contented with
their lot. Was this not the key to happy life? This and this
only was the way of their happiness !

Khandu was stout and strong as Ganga was fair and robust.

He was a soldier by birth but a cultivator by profession, and she

was a woman by birth and wife by profession. In the field of

chivalry he was unsurpassed and in the field of romance she was

-unrivalled. They were thus what they ought to be. People of
the village knew them and sang the praises of their happiness.
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THE INDIAN CUCKOO
[Koel)

O JOYOUS messenger of Spring! To us
Thy little life is as a fountain of joy ;

Thy beauty and thy music’s harmony

Please all who hear and see.

Thy melody, thou enchantress, is divine,

Whose like we never heard from any mouth

Of mortal bird! Thou bringest hours of glee,

Enraptured days and murmurs of delight.

No sooner do I hear thy voice than I

Become uneasy, filled with eagerness

To glimpse thy face: I hasten out of doors.

Where art thou? I have wandered here and there,

Through wood and garden, taking every path

That might reveal thy presence.

But ever thou eludest me, conveying

From place to place thy message of high mirth.

Yet thine ownself knows naught of this good cheer ;

Why art thou sad ? What means this constant mourning?

O precious one, wilt thou not tell to me

The secret of thy sorrow and thy pathos ?

I, too, know pain at heart; for thou, O cuckoo,

Art but a prisoner in the pitiless hands

Of the Goddess of Shadowy Grief.

SYED MOHAMMAD MOHSIN, B.A.
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the plant and animal life in Africa and by means of such films the
world may be seen on our screens. But such films are very rare,
because it is difficult and costly to produce them and also because
they do not afford *‘amusement and pleasure’ as much as do
others. Films are now used for purposes of imparting education.
But that is confined to those institutions whose business itis to do
so. Were the productions of films entrusted in the hands of
literary and educating institutions, they will do much good. There
is still much to learn even in these films, if only one wants to
learn it. But it is amusement we require. Well, one has to
attend every film and show.

V. R. CHARI,
I YEAR,
Osmania Untversity College.
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have begun to like bowers, groves, and secluded places to go on
with their courtings. They have thrown off the shackles of society
and there should be ‘freedom’ in everything. 7/ Nurse, an
Imperial production, is the most immoral of the films and the
Girl-mad turns the head of the youth. They say there is no sin
in the worst of ‘social evils’. Smoking, drinking, dancing and
free indulgence in other kinds of immoral and wealthy pleasures
are widespread. On our tables are to be seen glasses, and
cigarettes, and lovely photographs of actors in several moods and
dresses. Every one decorates and furnishes his room according
to the latest ‘ fashion’, so much so that their tastes and pleasures
and their notions of these have undergone a thorough revolution.

The young sister of the cinema is photography including
cinematography.  Photographing their kith and kin and their
friends, their pets and kids in several different moods and modes
has become an ‘Art’, and a hobby. The rich have cinemato-
graphy by means of which they keep ‘living records of things.’
They have their own home-cinemas. These are the tastes, hob-
bies that have made men recklessly extravagant, and careless, and
hollow.

In India the film production has not reached the scientific
perfection as in the West. Managing the shows with rotten and
old machines and films in the unhealthy and ill-ventilated theatres
have spoiled the health of the society. The atmosphere there is
full of smoke ; the glare on the screen and the quickness of the
motions weaken the eyesight and cause heavy strain to the eyes
and nerves.

On the whole it has driven virtue, simplicity and health out
of society and brought in vice, show and ill-health. The cinema
is thus doing more harm than the romantic and ill-printed and
cheap fiction of least literary value that is produced by money-
making authors and meant for pleasant reading. It may be
admitted that there are several good productions that are valuable
sources of knowledge: historical films which can do much good
by depicting the lives of great men. I have seen 7/e Napoleon,
an American production which left a deep impression upon my
mind ; there was another film Hunting in Africa that represented



No. 3 - .. OSMANIA MAGAZINE 171

EFFECT OF THE CINEMA ON SOCIAL
LIFE IN INDIA

THE Cinema is the most striking feature of this century. Some

genius invented these movie-pictures and Mammon caught
hold of them and adopted them for his purpose. At present
the greatest film productions are in the hands of rich companies
and the object of these companies is really to make money. There:
fore they strive to make them popular not in the sense of produc-
ing such films that would be morally good but to draw large
numbers to the shows. . ’

To make them popular they produce plays that are attractive.
Even our handbills that are distributed we can see ¢ Romance’,
¢ Thrill and adventure’, * Makes one’s blood boil’. This tells clearly
the tale and therefore the film-companies give occupation to those
composers, producers, photographers and actors that can
accomplish these ends.

It has become the fashion in these days regularly to attend
shows. It is the most popular amusement, and cheap one also.
The social films are the best advertisers of fashion! I have
actually seen boys and girls adopting the latest fashion of wearing
the hair as the cinema stars do and wearing the latest forms of
dress. It has gone so far as that there is fashion in walking,
laughing, talking and, in short, in every movement of a person.
Some say ‘look at his ugly dressing and snuff voice’ (talkies
have done this): ‘Oh! wanting in manners.’ ¢He doesn’t
appear to be used to a reformed society.’” ‘He ought to have
lived in the last century’: such things are but common-place. It
has brought elegance, design, delicacy and sweetness into the
society. It has made us all butterflies.

These ‘Love-films' wreak the moral of the society.
The majority of the films are such. They have turned the young
+ generation into a set of flirts. Dancing and balls have become
very popular. These add to the pleasure the cinema gives. Men
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till T have seen every tree and every flower of my garden.
Wherever I go I hear the voice of Ram Din. The wind
blows and draws his voice from the leaves. The flowers
laugh but in them I see the form since of Ram Din. The birds
are singing, but their song is like that which once I used to
hear from the hut of Ram Din. It makes me lick with longing,
and I say to myself :—

* Ram Din, what is the matter with you? How do you gain
supremacy over nature? You were a gardener. Perhaps the
dumb creatures of the garden have told you the secret of eternal
life. That is why you are everywhere.’

HASAN ASGHAR,
IV YEAR,

Osmania Ungverstty College.
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RAM DIN: A STORY.
(This story was published in Urdu ¢n the Hamjoli of July 1930.)

(1)
RAM DIN is my gardener. People say he is dead. But no,
he is alive. How can I believe. When I hear him, when
I see him, when my heart feels his presence.

(2)

At sunset when I sit by the side of the cistern in my garden
I see some supernatural creatures flying round and round the
fountain, till they diminish, till they mingle in drops of fountain
spray. They are like Ram Din. It strikes me. I at once ask:
Oh Ram Din, what is the matter? How the force of the fountain
increases ; How full the cistern is! A voice is heard—a very calm
voice as if coming from some other world.

‘It is the life of the fountain to keep the cistern full so that the plants may not
wither—the Beauty of gardem may not decline and its flowers, may scent the mind of
those who pass through it; that the bees may come and get the honey from the
garden.’

The voice disappears and I take my way to my bungalow.
The full moon is scattering its splendour on my garden. It
attracts on me and I throw myself on to the ground. I begin to
see the moon. Now I am in some other world. I see some
creatures flying round and round the moon. They are trying to
cover the moon with their little wings. It seems as if they are
trying to turn the whole light of the moon in my garden. I see
them again and again. I recognise them. They are like Ram
Din: What are you doing? A voice comes from heaven.

‘ In my life time, it was my ambition to snatch the moou from the sky and put it in
my garden so that my whole garden may possess an everlasting light. ‘I'he people of
the world should have light in dark nights in my garden.’

(3)

It is my habit, that 1 get up early in the morning
and come out from my house to take a walk in the garden.

My heart is never satisfied till I walk on every lawn path,
6
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has put its seal on a Federal Constitution for India. It has also
gone to the extent of making federation a necessary pre-condition
to the granting of further reforms to British India. On the whole
the states really stand to gain by joining the federation. They
can now take advantage of the situation and get certain financial
wrongs adjusted. Secondly, by coming into closer contact with
British India they are sure to improve themselves in an all-round
way by, for the first time, breaking the wall of isolation behind
which they have been getting on all these days. The rulers of
the states are really afraid that this contact may infuse into their
people ideas of popular government which may endanger their
stability and prestige. But the princes may know that the feelings
of the people cannot be suppressed for ever. It is therefore better
for them to concede to the people what they seek for as an act of
grace long before it will be snatched from them by compulsion.
That has been the lesson of history. It is un-understandable how
the princes stand to lose in a responsible government. True, they
then cannot hope to give full and free exercise to their whims and
fancies but they must know that they will then be the ideals of
people loved and respected not for any favours expected or out
of fear, but because the people feel that there is no dividing gulf
between themselves and their ruler.

MIR MAKHDOOM ALI KHAN,
IV YEAR,

Osmania University College.
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to even the least advanced provinces. They are being governed
by an out-of-date kind of despotism and are very particular about
guarding their ancient rights guaranteed by treaties with the
East India Company and sanctioned by traditions. The existence
of such political units adds a complexity to Indian federalism
unknown to any other federal constitution in the world.

The Government of India themselves from the beginning had
no definite ideas about the nature of the future constitution. They
were treating the provinces always as if they were subordinate to
themselves. They never prepared them to be independent states
ready to join a federation. The Montague-Chelmsford reforms
by establishing dyarchy gave to the provinces a certain amount of
responsible government which is now known to be a sham. So
that if the provinces join the All-India Federation they do it not
as pre-existing independent states but as units which expect the
new order of things to get that which they had not before, i.e.,
provincial autonomy. In no other federal constitution did such a
thing take place since in all those cases the federating units had
an independent existence. In the case of the Indian provinces
they stand to gain now since they got what they want and they can
effectively prevent the Central Government from taxing the
provincial people for central financial purposes.

The Indian states present a peculiar problem. For one
thing some of them are at present more independent than the
provinces and therefore are better fitted to join the federation.
But in point of political and other kind of progress they fall
behind the provinces. They have also certain treaty rights with
the British Crown, as they say, which they do not like to part with
or transfer to the Indian Government. They also want that there
should be certain financial adjustments in matters of revenue from
customs, income-tax, salt, and railways etc. Thus the federating
units have divergent objects to attain and are also on different
levels of progress. On the top of all this, the smaller states
which are innumerable but which are zealous of their rights,
perhaps even more than the bigger states, fear that in an All-India
‘Federation they will be swamped out of existence.

In spite of all these difficulties the Round Table Conference
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union. Here unlike in a confederation membership when once
entered into cannot be easily withdrawn. The constituent states
at the time of becoming members of a federal union agree to part
with certain powers which they were exercising before. These
powers generally concern common matters of state in which for
national interests uniformity should obtain like customs, commer-
cial policy, railways, and currency etc. In these matters the
federal government is to be supreme and unquestioned master, that
is why all federal constitutions are written and rigid and the
supreme federal court is always given the right to interpret
constitutional laws and adjudicate in any constitutional points
at issue between the federal Government and the consti-
tuent-states. Federation therefore offers an easy way out
of the constitutional complexities that are likely to arise on
account of the emergence of the country-state into modern
politics. It saves and guards the sovereign rights of the
part states and at the same time gives scope for the formation of
a strong state with unified national policies in all-important
departments of government.

It is now settled that India should have a federal type of
constitution. Indeed this is a country where such asystem of
political arrangement alone can work. The country is so
vast that it is often called a sub-continent. From this also arise
other peculiarities like difference in climate, national character and
culture. It is also a land where it is impossible to have a
common medium of communication unless one is super-imposed.
Thus federalism offers to us to bring out with the greatest effect
the unity in diversity so that the latter does not act as a drag on
the national aspirations of the people. Itis also to be noted that
in India as at present existing, there are the provincial govern-
ments and the Native states. The provinces are more advanced in
the art of self-government. They are anxious that now they should
get the fullest form of self-government and should be the equal
and respective members of a Federal India. Some of the Native
states are in point of political status more self-contained and
independent as compared to the provinces. But in point of
representative institutions and general advancement of the people’s
culture they cannot stand comparison, most of them, at any rate,
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FEDERAL INDIA

FEDE RATION is a system of state building and constitution

making which came into existence recently in politics on
account of the emergence of what may be called the country-state
as opposed to the city-state of old. The ancient city-states of
Greece were so small in extent and homogeneous in culture that
a unitary type of constitution and direct democracy were possible.
On rare occasions when their very existence was threatened the
city-states of Greece used to form themselves into a confederation.
A confederation thus is the coming together temporarily and for
fixed purposes of a number of pre-existing independent states. It
follows from this that there was no implicit or explicit obligation
on the part of each state always to be a member of a confederation.
It could withdraw whenever it liked.

In course of time the size of states began to grow. The
development of the idea of nationality has made the state and its
area co-equal with the extensiveness of the nation itself. Thus
after the age of absolutism there grew up big nation states like
Spain, France and Italy. However, after the American War of
Independence a new complexity arose. The colonisation of
America meant the occupation of a big area which on account of
its very size stood in the way of a unitary type of government.

Tothis was added the other complexity that each state in the
American republic represented a particular type of culture and
religious belief. For some time these states in America
continued as independent units but when they wanted to unite
into a bigger whole they found that the size of the company and
cultural differences as between two states stood in the way of an
unitary type of constitution. It was to solve this that the
American constitutionalists brought into existence a federal type
of constitution which obtains in all the components of the British
Empire.

A federation is thus a type of constitution where certain pre-
existing sovereign-states are brought together into a permanent
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pronounced in Shelley’s poems. What Shelley describes is not a
spiritual experience but the pursuit of the unattainable and ideal
beauty or love. Itis only a mystic that could wish *the fierce
spirit’ of the West Wind to be his spirit and say, ¢ Be thou me,
impetuous one’ and could cry, as in the Ode fo a Skylark :

¢ Teach us, sprite or bird

What sweet thoughts are thine ;

I have never heard

Praise of love or wine

That panted forth a flood of rapture so divine.’

In his famous elegy Adonais, though the consolation he
seeks is not spiritual or 1ieligious as it is in Tennyson’s
In Memoriam, he undoubtedly shows himself to be a mystic
when he cries out fervently

¢ The One remains, the many change and pass;
Heaven’s light for ever shines, Earth’s shadows fly ;
Life, like a dome of many-coloured glass,

Stains the white radiance of Eternity

Until Death tramples it to fragments.’

It is this element of mysticism that produces a sort of inde-
scribable spiritual charm though it shrouds the poem in the mist of
vagueness. Hence itis when we read Shelley's poems we are
often charmed by words which we understand not, inspired
by ideas too subtle to be grasped. Itis this elusive quality of
Shelley’s works that makes Matthew Arnold dissatisfied with
Shelley, for he wants a high seriousness and sustaining force in
poetry. But the want of these qualities in Shelley is more than
made up for by his genius which can be summed up in the three
words—Lyricism, Idealism or Etherealism, and Mysticism.

P. V. SUBBARAO, M.A., L.T.
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condition, and then to sing the glory of the regenerated warld.
The permanent qualities of this unique drama, which reveal
Shelley’s genius, are the wonderful descriptions of nature it
abounds in, and the idealisation of every one of these pictures.
In the opening of the 2nd Act, where Asia describes the dawn,
the variegated hues and shades of light, colour and darkness are
depicted with a genius which is all Shelley’s own. His ethereal-
ism or idealism imparts a peculiar charm and an unearthly tint to
them unlike the descriptions of Keats who is ever content with
and confined to earth. In the inimitable style of a critic it is
Shelley ¢ pinnacled dim in the intense inane’ that constitutes the
greatest charm of his poetry.

The two extraordinary qualities of Shelley we have noted
above, his sublime lyricism and lofty idealism lead to another
aspect of his genius, namely his mysticism. There is no word in
the English language which is more often misunderstood than
the word ‘ mysticism.” Strictly speaking it denotes a belief in the
reality of some spiritual experience in which the experiencer is
conscious of the immediate presence of God and a direct commu-
nion with and absorption in Him. The experiencer may, at other
times, be conscious of some spiritual ideal, which to him is as
real as God and with which he wants to become one. The mystic
experience is therefore untranslatable, inexpressible and incom-
municable. Shelley is one of the very few English poets who
are mystical in this sense of the term. This mysticism is more
characteristic of the poets of the East than of the West. It is this
feature which fascinates Shelley most to the Eastern mind and it
is no wonder if it is found that Shelley has a greater number of
admirers in the East than in the West. The element of mysti-
cism pervades all the greatest works of the East like the Rama-
yana and the DBhagavatam when the poet is in a mood of
spiritual exaltation which makes him one with God and the
verses, which are the outcome of that spiritual communion, have
an inexpressible charm about them. The mystical experience
will have necessarily an atmosphere of vagueness and elusiveness
about it. For the experience to be clearly grasped the reader
must put himself in the place of the poet. Hence mystics say that
‘to know is to become.” This element of mysticism is most
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over the universe to quicken a new birth like withered leaves.’ He
concludes the poem addressing the fierce spirit of the West Wind :

‘ Be through my lips to the unawakened earth
The trumpet of a*prophecy! O Wind,
If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind ?’

His longer poems such as Tz Revolt of Islam and Prome-
theus Unbound are lyrical in tone. They are the embodiments of
his idealism, his thirst for perfection, and his philosophy of life.
As a critic beautifully remarks, in his longer poems there is ‘a
kind of elusive, yet, rapturous emanation of hope devoid of speci-
fic content.” To show that Shelley’s genius is essentially lyrical,
the most outstanding of his longer poems Prometheus Unbound
may be considered. Though Shelley calls his composition
Prometheus Cnbounda drama, it cannot be considered one such in
the strict sense of the term. It is not a drama, and moreover the
genius of Shelley lies more in the direction of the lyric than of the
drama. Rightly has it been called a *Lyrical Drama.” It is not
the psychological analysis of the characters, the delineation of
human passions, the clash of character and character, or character
and circumstance and the evolution of the plot that interest us, but
the fantastic creations of Shelley’s fancy, his philosophy of life
instinct with the breath of poetry and his idealism. The theme
of the drama is vague and amorphous, dealing, as it does, with the
passions of gods and demigods and it attuned itself to the abstract
and metaphysical imagination of Shelley. But it is thoroughly
unsuited to dramatic treatment. There is no organic growth of
plot, no cause and effect. The central event of the drama,
namely the fall of Jupiter, is brought about miraculously, The
characters, superhuman as they are, do not evoke human interest,
They are only the symbolical expressions of his own theories.
‘The torture of the Titan is the only part of the play which evokes
real human interest. The glades and glens through which we
travel, the voices of the spirits and the songs of the satyrs we
hear, the *mystic darkness’ we see—all these make the poem
absurd as drama. But Shelley’s idea is not to write a drama,
as Shakespeare did, but to express the sense of the evil
condition of the universe, a sudden and mysterious change in that
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emotions. He is carried off his feet by his feelings and is filled
with a divine madness. His lyrical genius appears at its very best
in his Nature Lyrics such as 7%e Cloud, The Skylar# and the Ode o
the West Wind. The most ethereal of poets, Shelley loves to write
of heavens, of light and flowers. He does not illustrate the
spiritual by the material, as poets often do, but makes Nature
ghostly. He sees behind the cloud and rain a spirit. He writes
a hymn to the Spirit of Nature. The skylark is to him
a ‘ blithe spirit.” The stanzas wherein Shelley successively com-
pares it to ‘a poet hidden in the light of thought,’ to ‘a high-born
maiden in a palace tower, soothing her love-laden soul in secret
hour,” to ¢a glow-worm golden in a dell of dew ’ and to ‘ a rose
embowered in its own green leaves,” stand among the highest
imagery of poetic art. We meet with the same feeling of disil-
lusionment as is found in his other lyrics, bursting from the
depths of his heart when he cries,

* We look before and after,

And pine for what is not ;

Our sincerest laughter

With some pain is fraught ;

Our sweetest songs are those
that tell of saddest thought.’

Shelley’s Ode to a Skylark remains unsurpassed among English
lyrics for the liquidity and melody of its diction, the enchanting
music of its verse, the .exquisiteness of its glowing imagery and
lastly for its indefinable lyrical charm. The poem defies analysis.
It has to be read and enjoyed. A strain of pure poetry runs
through it. "It is remarkable to note that Shelley, in this short
poem of 105 lines, fulfils the loftiest functions he has assigned to
a poet and this single piece is enough to assure him a place of
permanence in English Literature, should all his other poems
perish. While the imagination of Shelley is at its white heat and
untrammelled in the Ode o @ Skylark, itis passive and restrained
in his Ode lo the West Wind. No doubt here also the mood of
melancholy appears but the song ends in an unusually hopeful
strain. Shelley feels animated by a divine mission and asks the
West Wind to make him its ‘lyre’ and ‘ drive his dead thoughts

2
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it, ‘ redeems from decay the visitations of the divinity in man.” It
turns all things to loveliness; it exalts the beauty of that which is
most beautiful and adds beauty to that which is most deformed.
It reconciles all irreconcilable things such as exultation and horror,
grief and pleasure, eternity and change. In short, Poetry trans-
mutes all that it touches. Thus his conception of Poetry as a
process of idealization is the loftiest in English Literature.

In considering the genius of Shelley it has to be noted that he
is essentially a lyric poet. 1f the function of lyrical poetry is not
merely to express one’s own emotions and feelings on the surface,
but to reveal, in pure terms of art, the hopes, joys, sorrows and
the delirium of the inner life of man, Shelley is, doubtless, the
greatest of English lyric poets. Before analysing his lyrical genius
it may be noted that he was an idealist of idealists. The two
absorbing ideals that animated his life were passion for freedom or
regeneration of the world, and the passion for ideal beauty. His
ideals are vague as all ideals are. All his poems, whether long or
short, ring with one or other of these ideals. The success he attains
in his shorter poems is remarkable. The vagueness and the
unrealisable nature of his ideals of freedom and love produce a
despondency and a bitterness of disillusion in Shelley. This
dejection, this disappointment of the idealist fills his poetry with
a strain of phantasy and a visionary dream-like quality. This
mood of dejection is most clearly expressed in his poem Dejection
near Naples. Nature is to him not a source of peace and comfort,
as it is to Wordsworth. The bright skies and the blue skyey
isles bring to him

¢ Nor peace within nor calm around,
Nor that content, surpassing wealth,
The sage in meditation found.’

The same note is struck in his other lyrics. Elsewhere the
moon is represented to be a lady ‘sick and pale’ and as
moaning ‘for the world’s wrong.’ In the realm of love also
Shelley is embittered with a disappointment which it brings to
him. His prayer is ¢ Send the stars light, but not love to me.’
Lyric poetry is the expression of the intense emotions of the poet
and Shelley’s muse is always under the stress and sway of his
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THE GENIUS OF SHELLEY.

TO a poet and critic like Matthew Arnold for whom * Romanti-
cism is disease and Classicism is health’ and who is
obsessed with his conception of Poetry as the Criticism of
Life, Shelley is a ¢ beautiful and ineffectual angel beating within
the void his luminous wings in vain.” But what Matthew Arnold
considers his defect is the very essence of his genius. He is one
of the very greatest of the lyric poets of England, the most ethereal
of poets.

Before studying the aspects of his genius we shall do well to
consider his conception of Poetry. His Defence of Poesy is a
remarkable treatise on Poetry, embodying, as it does, his concep-
tions of Poetry and Poets. He believes, along with others, that
Poetry is the expression of the imagination. He assigns to the
poet the loftiest ideal and the loftiest work. A poet, he says,
participates in the Eternal, the Infinite and the One. A poemis
the very image of life expressed in its eternal truth. Poetry,
according to Shelley, is not mere composition. On the other
hand, when composition begins, inspiration declines. Poetry is
the record of the best and happiest moments of the happiest and
best minds. His conception of Poetry is essentially mystic. The
difference between a poet and an ordinary person, according to
Shelley, lies in the fact that the former, being a spirit of the most
refined organisation, is susceptible, while the latter is not, to those
¢ evanescent visitations of thought and feeling which arise unfore-
seen and depart unbidden but elevating and delightful beyond
expression.’ Such experiences, says Shelley, produce a state of
mind in the person whichis at war with every base desire, and itis
with such experiences that the emotions of love, patriotism and
friendship and the enthusiasm of virtue are essentially linked.
Under the influence of such experiences and emotions, self appears
as what it is, an atom in a universe. He assigns to the poet the

' noblest and sublimest function of making immortal all that is best
and most beautiful in the world. Poetry, as Shelley would have
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Of Thy secret Power with gem-like flowers crowned |

Oh! how the emerald shades of dense foliage, the dark
chambers

Of Sanctity glow with coloured orbs of light

They call fruits. Lo, the waving tops of jewelled trees,

The golden arches, the enamelled halls, the emerald
parks !

M. A. QAYYUM KHAN, M.A.,
Research Scholar.
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ADAM ON HIS FIRST AWAKENING
AFTER HIS CREATION.

({n Miltonic form)

l AM thy mystic creation my Lord Divine,
Thine Holy Art has fashioned my frame

Such strange design. Thy breath has lent me power

To think and speak unspeakable words—

Thoughts that are the inspiring angels of a world

Invisible. Feel I within my bosom fair,

And rolling in my head a world of wonder.

What art thou, O thou white lumination

That blushest the cheek of morn ?—thou silver gray

That enlights the widest halls of Space? Behold ye
Angels,

I see before my eyes mirrors, rainbow reflections

Of Beauty, the fairest symbol of all that circle me

Rejoicing. Yea, in this fairest of gardens you call

Heaven, I see smiles of Grace and Love : songs

Extolling the praise of my Lord, who to prostrate

Before my exalted soul,"gave you a sacred command.

Wind ! freshest of creation, the smile of open sky,

If thou art the lucid stream of God’s healing breath,

Animating source of life that on ethereal firmament float,

Breathe within my soul thy reality, thy secret of
existence.

Air, so art thou called, thou fillest the tranquil Space

With perfume, and my soul with thy fragrance sweet

A fainting exaltation receives. Resound through thy
music

The voice of God, and enshrine me in the ecstasy of
prayer

As thou enshrinest my body in thy airel streams.

My Lord, what are these green creatures? the embellish-
ments
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It also tried with success to a great extent to check the
spread of so many ghastly diseases in various countries.

From all this, it will appear that the League has a very bright
future. If it is successful in achieving her aims, peace would
dwell everywhere. Wars will be stopped. For the sake of the
settlement of international disputes, no one would resort to war
but to some peaceful means.

Manly forces would take the place of the brutal ones. There
would be no antagonism between the different countries and
nations and all the world would be united together. Itwould get
rid of the horrible consequences of war. People would look to
progress and not to trample down others. Friendly relations
would prevail between one country and the other and the world
would thus be one.

P. G. KULKARNI,
B.A., LL.B. (PREVIOUS.)
Osmania University College.
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The Secretariat consists of a Secretary General and such staff
as is required. The Secretary is appointed by the Council with
the approval of the Assembly and the staff by the Secretary and
the Council. Every treaty or international agreement must be
published by the Secretary, otherwise it is not valid.

The Permanent Court of Justice consists of eleven Judges
and four Deputy Judges. It delivers opinions and judgments
on all disputes regarding international law. But the only thing
wanting is the sanction to enforce its decisions. It cannot
compel the members to abide by its decisions. The League is
defective in this respect.

The International Labour Organization works through its
governing body, settling the agenda and conferences to which
every State-member sends four delegates, and dealing with the
matters affecting the workers.

Such is the Constitution of the League. The achievements
of the League may be briefly surveyed here.

When the relations between Sweden and the Aaland Islands
became very bitter, the League, at the appeal of Britain, settled
the matter to the satisfaction of both the parties.

It settled the Italo-Greek dispute which arose at the murder
of an Italian General in Greece quite satisfactorily.

It also settled Franco-British dispute regarding the people
living in French territories whom Britain claimed to be her
subjects. A friendly settlement was arrived at between them.

For the present, the League is striving hard to bring about a
solution of the Manchurian problem. The present is a very
critical time for the League. Upon it depends the success of the
League. It has appointed a Commission for this purpose that has
begun its work, Itis hoped that the League will be successful
here also.

Not only did the League prevent so many wars but it work-
ed in other respects also.

In 1922 Austria was in a great trouble. Her economic
condition was very bad. The League did much to enable her to
balance her budget.
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At the end of the War, President Wilson laid out his fourteen
points. One of them was that ‘a general association of nations
must be formed for the purpose of affording mutual guarantees of
political independence and territorial integrity to great and small
states alike.” A Commission was appointed for this purpose. It
presented its text to the Peace Conference of 1919 and the League
came into being in 1920 with its headquarters at Geneva.

The aims of the League, as the preamble says, are * to promote
international co-operation and to achieve international peace by
the acceptance of obligations; by the prescription of open, just
and honourable relations between nations; by the firm under-
standings of international law as the actual rule of conduct among
Governments; by the maintenance of justice and a scrupulous
respect for all treaty obligations in the dealings of organized
peoples with one another and not to resort to war in any case.’

The original members of the League were the Allied and
Neutral States except Russia. Any self-governing State,
dominion or colony could become member of the League
if its admission was agreed to by two-thirds majority of the
League. The original members were forty-two in number but
some more were admitted afterwards.

The constitution of the League is as follows :

It consists of an Assembly, a Council, Secretariat General,
a Permanent Court of Justice and an International Labour Organ-
ization.

The Assembly is the supreme body in the League. Itis
formed by representatives of all the member-States. Every nation
has a single vote although it can send three representatives. The
powers of the Assembly include the discussion of all matters
affecting the League, the admission of new members and the
approval of the appointment of the Secretary General. All deci-

sions of the Assembly must be unanimons except those of very
little importance.

The Council is a smaller body. It is competent to deal with
all matters falling within the sphere of the League. To bring
about plans for the reduction of arms and to take due steps in the *
case of declaration of war are the main functions of the Council.
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THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

THE experience of the 1g9th century and of the Great War
showed the world that peace was essential for its progress.
It also showed the serious results caused by war. What is the use
of killing men and wasting wealth over war—a thing quite un-
necessary? Is it impossible to solve international problems
without war? This sort of ideas led to the foundation of the
League of Nations.

The League has its origin far back. During the mediwval
and the early modern period, recourse was often had to the Pope
as an arbiter between contending princes. The Pope was the
religious leader and so the Kings were expected to abide by his
decision.

The idea of international arbitration took practical shape in
the 19th century when the people came to know and feel about
the costliness of war, the dislocation that it causes not only to the
industrial life of the belligerents but to that of all countries
associated with them—a fact driven home by the growing inter-

dependence of general financial and commercial operations through-
out the world.

A further stage of development was reached in the attempt to
constitute a permanent tribunal for settling international disputes.
At last a successful plan was put into operation by a convention
signed at The Hague by the Great Powers in connection with the
Peace Conference of 1899, when a permanent court of arbitration
was established.

Then came the Great War. It gave a serious blow to the
whole world and made it known to all that wars were no more
wanted. Fortunately the world-position immediately after the
war was such as to help the idea of establishing peace every-
" where. This general desire resulted in the formation of the

League.
4
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East . . . . She has brought a new note into the English verse
of the day.” From this viewpoint the significance of Sarojini’s
poetry and her place in the Indo-Anglian poets is clearly shown.
Like all great men, she would leave behind her ‘foot-prints

in the sands of time.” Her ‘lamp’ would be of special value to
those who

¢ Like plants or vines that never saw the sun,

But dream of him where he may be,

And do their best to climb and get to him.’

S. SHAH MOHAMMAD,
VI SCIENCE,

Osmanta University College.
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The services rendered by her to India are known to every one.
It would be tiresome to enumerate all these here. Suffice
it to say that she is in the front rank of leaders of Indian life and
thought.

Along with her public services, reference should also be
made to her amazing oratorical powers. She has always shonein
public speeches. The charm of her orations lies in her imagina-
tive flights, rhetorical outbursts and poetic phraseology no less
than in her musical tone and amiable personality. She has been
aptly called ‘Bulbul-i-Hind’' or ¢ The Nightingale of India.’
Those who have heard her speak, would readily recognise the
justification of that epithet.

We may now pass on to her poetry. But there is no attempt
on our part to make here a critical survey of it. A few mere
obvious points can only be touched here.

She was from her early childhood interested in art and
poetry and used to ¢ manufacture ’ poems. They were all imitative
and were written, as Sir Edmund Gosse says, in ¢ a falsely English
vein.” Our thanks are also due to this eminent critic who bade
her burn all this verse and advised her ‘to be a genuine Indian
poet of the Deccan.” The perusal of her poems will clearly reveal
how the poetess has been true to this dictum. She once wrote to
Sir Edmund: ¢ While I live, it will always be the supreme desire
of my soul to write poetry—one poem, one line of enduring
verse even.” In her childhood she even dreamt to be a Goethe or
a Keats for India. But her active public life, while of great benefit
to people at large, has not been without injury to her poetic
faculty. Having read the three short volumes of her poetry, one
feels sorry that she has not written more. Still these thin volumes
contain much of the best poetry of our age. A critic in the
Review of Reviews said of the Golden Threshold : ¢ Exquisitely
musical collection of oriental lyrics and poems.” This is true of
her other books also. The following criticism of M. Bronney
clearly brings out the features of her poetry: * Her verses are
songs. They have the (authentic) lyric cry. But they have
something more significant, something rarer. In the forms
familiar to the West, she expresses something of the soul of the
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SAROJINI NAIDU

THE modern history of India can show only a few great
persons. One of these is Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, a bright star
of Indian notability. She is great in the real sense of the
word and will ever remain so in the annals of India. Her fame
has almost travelled from pole to pole; her popularity increases
day by day. The secret of this is to be found in her greatness as
a leader no less than in her moral dignity. She appeared at a
critical moment in our country and like

¢ A lady with the Lamp shall stand
In the great history of the land.’

It will be interesting to know the ‘lady’ and try to understand
‘the lamp’ with which she points us the way to wisdom and
happiness.

Sarojini Chattopadhya was born in 1879 in the city of
Hyderabad. She received her early education at the Grammar
School. Having distinguished herself there, she proceeded to
England as a Government Scholar and had a good opportunity of
cultivating her gifts of head and heart. After her return to Hydera-
bad, she was married to Dr. M. G. Naidu. But being a born
poetess and politician, she was rather fitted to command people
and:- guide their destinies than to be bound by petty affairs
of domestic life. Hitherto, she devoted herself to poetry and
politics—to quote her own words,

¢ To achieve my destined deed
Of song and service for my country’s need.’

Having plunged herself in politics, she has ever since remained
the spirit incarnate of national India. How deep and sincere
is her address to the spirit of Mother India!

¢ Waken, O Mother, thy children implore Thee,
Who kneel in Thy presence to serve and adore Thee,
The night is aflush with a dream of the morrow,
Why still dost thou sleep in thy bondage of sorrow |’
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the desert, the children of vast plains. They were utterly ignorant
of the qualities of depth, moisture, clouds, fertile land and
frontiers ; but after they had left their own country and applied
their latent powers to poetry, logic, grammar, astronomy, and the
construction of roads they showed the greatest possible aptitude
for all these sciences and arts. Lastly the Turks, emerging from
savage habitations, have attained the highest perfection in riding,
hunting, husbandry, and the art of taking out expeditions and
conquering foreign lands.’

HAROON KHAN SHERWANI
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search for the paradoxical always make him study peoples who had
not then acquired a dominant station in the history of the world,
and it is this which makes his work called 7/e Praise of the
Turks extremely interesting to us. This nation had hardly begun
its onward march, and it is probably the first work in any langu-
age which talks about them in such detail and gives them so much
importance. He is also interested in the respective qualities of
the different races and deals with them whenever he can. Before
we close we should like to give an extract from his work on the
Turks in order to illustrate what we have just said.

‘ We must remember that every nation, every century, every
generation and every race makes a mark in certain definite arts,
for which the Divine Providence has especially endowed it and to
which others cannot attain. Thus the Chinese excelled in handi-
craft, the ancient Greeks in philosophy and literature, the Persians
of the Sassanian period in government, the Arabs in all that we are
going shortly to describe, the Turks in war. We know that,
generally speaking, the Greeks who were experts in investigating
the causation of things were not skilled in commerce, arts and
agriculture, on the other hand they did penetrating researches into
the human mind to such an extent that they became the inventors
of various instruments which were either useful in a physical
sense or else satisfied the asthetic sense of man, such as the
balance, the astrolabe, time-keepers, flutes and organs; and
processes pertaining to medicine, calculus, geometry, music,
machines of war and other articles of the same category. In the
same way the Chinese excelled as blacksmiths and goldsmiths,
woodworkers, turners, weavers, embroiderers, and manufacturers
of brilliant colours, in fact all that could be achieved by handwork
whatever might be the quality of the raw material or its price. Ina
word, the Greeks speculated on theories and paid little attention to
their application, while the Chinese paid more attention to practice
and did not mind much about theories; the former were the
savants, the latter handicraftsmen.

¢ Turning to the Arabs, we are afraid that in the beginning
they were neither merchants nor artisans, nor physicians nor -
mathematicians, nor agriculturists, but were only the denizens of
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book passes from one copyist to another in an altered form till it
is full of erroneous and defective material.’

After this Jahiz takes up the picture he has just drawn up and
makes certain pertinent remarks in order to moderate its rather
exaggerated parts. He says that we should not conclude from
this criticism (as certain contemporary Arabs did); that the
poetical form is more solid than prose. This was the opinion of
the Hindus at the time of Alberuni, for they chose to transfer all
thin sciences to SkZlka. As a matter of fact poetry has never
been the vehicle of real scientific knowledge, for all that pertains
to the sciences of instruments of business is found in prose works
such as those of Euclid, Galienus, Almajest and others whose
works were translated by Al-Hajaj. In spite of all the mistakes
common to all translators, there remains in them a basis which is
both sound and durable, and what is wanting is supplied by
nature.

Jahiz then talks with great admiration about contemporary
works and enumerates all the sciences and arts which writing had
served to transmit. After this he discusses a number of scientific
inventions which were due to mere chance.

Jahiz’s chapters are a mixture of ideas which may perhaps be
a little incoherent but are always full of facts and thought. I will
not go so far as to affirm that all his chapters are equally rich, but
what I can say without much fear of contradiction is that the
reader can find something useful in every one of them. We will
note certain passages which are worthy of interest to the student
and which deserve more than a passing consideration. In his
treatise entitled 7%e Circle and the Square, the author puts a long
series of questions on all kinds of subjects such as History,
Mythology and Geology—in fact presents a real synopsis for an
encyclopzdia of the ninth century. Again in his book called the
Black and White there is a summary of the history of the Zangis
or the inhabitants of Zanzibar, which is full of the names of local
heroes and their conquests, and of facts which were very little
known in those days but which might be useful to a student of
race psychology. Jahiz is very much interested in this kind of
psychology and always comes back to it. His originality and
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him and what he considers indispensable to be handed over to
others; on the other hand what he should do is to use words and
expressions of exactly the same meaning as that which was
originally intended by the author of the book. Since when, we
should ask, did Ibn-i-Patrik, Ibn-i-Na’ima, Abu Kurrah, Ibn-i-
Fahr, Ibn-i-Vaheli, and 1bn-i-Mukffa become embodiments of
Aristotle, and can we call Khalid another Plato? In a word, the
expression of the translator has the same connection with the
translation as his knowledge has to the subject matter.

“ Moreover the translator should be conversant with the
language of the original work as well as of the translation in such
a manner that he should be equally at home in both. Now when
we meet a person who talks two languages we clearly see that he
corrupts both of them, and what really he does is to draw {rom
the one while he is speaking the other.

 The more the subject is difficult, the fewer are those who
know 1it, and the more are the mistakes committed by the
translators. And there are but few translators whose knowledge
corresponds exactly to the erudition of the original writer.
We see this state of affairs recurring in the matter of
books on geometry, astronomy, calculus and music, as also
in the traunslation of books on religion, where the meaning
ought to be exactly the same as the original. If a person well-
versed in Greek transmits the meaning to another who is well-
versed in Arabic, while the latter knows much less of Greek lore
than the former, then naturally the sense transmitted is not com-
prehended by him, and in the same way a Greek writer who does
not know as much Arabic cannot transmit the sense intended.

¢ Then comes the question of the difficulties of copying out the
manuscripts, due first of all to mistake in the text and then to the
copyists themselves adding to the number of mistakes already
existing. We can never expect a paid copyist to correct the
mistakes he finds in the text, especially when the writer himself has
not taken the trouble of revising the manuscript. Then a manuscript
once copied has the same value for a subsequent copyist
what the original manuscript had to the first one; and thus the
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that it only means that the Arabs knew nothing either of Greek
poetry or of Persian poetry, and that the memory of the Persian
tradition was preserved before Firdusi’s time mostly in the form
of prose. But there the question arises what was the cause of this
ignorance? I am afraid I cannot answer it here, but leave it to
those who take a larger interest in literary history. Jahiz who
seems to have known well the sciences of the ancient Greeks, does
not even suspect the existence of its poetry. *The books of
Aristotle and Plato, and later of Ptolemy and Hippocrates and so
many others were preceded for centuries and contains what we
may call the shadow of poetry. Just think of the surroundings of
Zorarah, calculate the years which intervened between his death
and the birth of the Prophet, and then you will find that the art of
poetry dates back to nearly a century and a half, and the most two
hundred years before the advent of Islam.’

Jahiz quite correctly continues to say as follows, * The merit
of this poetry cannot be really appreciated except by the Arabs
and by those who are conversant with their language, for poetry
cannot be translated and with the meter disappears all that made
it beautiful and sonorous. It is nothing but prose, only inferior
in quality to a translation the original of which was not poetry
but prose itself.” And in this connection he makes some fine and
judicious remarks on translators, their duties, the difficulties
experienced by them in translating books, and even goes so far as

to formulate a very pretty theory of the possible errors and of the
criticism of the texts.

¢ All the nations, red and black, have the need of knowing
the rules of religion and art, and to derive conclusions from
their past and present experience. This is the reason why they
have translated the books of the Hindus, and the wisdom of the
Greeks and the literature of the Persians. Books of one nation
have been translated by another nation, of people of one century
by those of another century, of one language in another language
and they finally come down to us. There are some who say that
a translator can never exactly render the thought of an author with
all the detail of his intention and the delicacies of his vocabulary,

that he only keeps the essential part of what has been given to
-3
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“In the days of paganism people sent for a writer whenever
they had to preserve the memory of an oath or offering, both on
account of the importance of the event and for the purpose of
commemorating it.” This is really found among all the nations
of the world. *¢All the nations love to preserve in some way or
other their traditions and the meritorious deeds of their ancestors.
The Arabs before the advent of Islam brought poetry to their
service. It was poetry which consisted of Qasidas describing the
deeds and importance of the heroes in the life of the nation. The
Persians on the other hand preferred to commemorate their tradi-
tions in their monuments, Thus for example the White House
at Istakhr built by Ardeshir, the monument at el-Mada’in, as well
as a number of towns, fortresses, bridges, sepulchres and high-
ways. Thisidea of erecting monuments was taken up by the Arabs
as well. They left off writing poetry and built Gomdan, the
castle of Moarab and of Shuoob, the Ablag-cl-I‘ard ctc. The
Persians never allowed any one except the nobles to build such
monuments or to adopt names which were regarded as marks of
nobility. In the same way special rules were made for tombs,
baths, green domes and such other buildings.’

¢ But,” remarks Jahiz ‘books are more lasting than Dbrick
and mortar, for it is the wont of the kings to efface the traces of
their predecessors and to demolish the buildings erected by their
enemies, and numerous towns have been razed to the ground with
this object. This has been the end of the Persian and pre-Islamic
Arab castles. ’'Uthman demolished the dome of Gomdan and
razed to the ground the forts of Medina; Zaid destroyed all the
castles and all works belonging to Ibn-i- Amir, and our rulers have
demolished the Syrian towns belonging to Marwan’s descendants.’

Then Jahiz goes on to a subject which seems a bit curious
at first sight and seems to show us the philosopher’s ignorance
after the exposition of so much learning. The author tells us that
poetry is still inits infancy and that the first who attempted it are
Imra-ul Qais, son of Hujr, and Mahazahel (Labeed) son of Rabee’a
the famous authors of one of the Aoalalat. Jahiz thus tries to
make us believe that the poetry of all countries originated in the
Moalakat ; but when we pass the situation under review we feel
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display only served to distract the mind from the ideals of
humility.

In order to prove what we have just said, itis enough to point
out that the books of the Zindigs do not contain any information
about rare objects, literary pieces of any merit, description of
foreign philosophers or question pertaining to rationalistic theo-
logy, instruction in arts, construction of the implements of agri-
culture or war, and inter-sectarian discussions; in fact that all
that they do contain is about Light and Darkness, nuptials of the
Satans, loves of Demons, the fables of Shakloon and owls and
other ridiculous stories of the same category.

Then follow a number of questions, verses, conversations and
anecdotes about book-lovers where we come across many charm-
ing details. Somebody asked a lover of art to show him the
anthology of a certain author. This was bound in Koofa leathers,
was wrapped up intwo covers and was written by a superb cali-
graphist. When he was told that he had really wasted the money
spent on the purchase and the upkeep of the book he replied,
* No Sir, science always gives back in direct proportion to what
one spends on it, so if I could have only committed this work to
memory and had given it in charge of my intelligence, in that case
I would have wasted my efforts.’

From books Jahiz passes to inscriptions and philosophises
about them. He enumerates some well-known inscriptions of his
own time and gives them his mature thought.

“ In olden days men inscribed on rocks by means of a chisel.
These inscriptions were either sunk in or were in relief. They
generally gave the date of an important event, preserved a treaty
concluded between two important parties, commemorated a procla-
mation which was considered useful to the public or else perpetu-
ated the memory of an illustrious personage. Such are the
inscriptions on the dome of Gomdan, the gate at Qirwan and
Samarkand, the column at Moarab, the basement of el’Mushaqqar
on the Ablag-el-Fard and the gate of Edessa. These inscriptions
are found in well-known places on sides frequented by men and in
such places as are comparatively strong and safe, in a word, on
sites which are easily visible to the passers-by.’
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tell you how many smaller works I have read which have not
added a single iota to my knowledge.’

A little later Jahiz begins to talk of a certain Manichean
sect called the Zindiq, and going into the question why they were
such voracious readers, he passes on to the delicate problems of
religious psychology and gives us an insight into his extraordi-
nary erudition. ‘Ebrahim-el-Sanadi told me one day that he
emulated the taste of the Zindiqs for snow-white leaves, black-
ink mixed with borax and beautiful writing, and that he never
saw either paper or caligraphy like theirs. He remarked that if
one was a lover of wealth and economy his expenses in purchasing
books proved that he was fond of sciences as well, which again
goes to prove the elevation of his character. Thereupon I replied
as follows: ¢ It seems to me that the money the Zindigs spent
on their books very much like the money which the Christians
spend on their churches. If the books of the Zindigs were the works
on sciences and philosophy, of methods and demonstrations, or else
where treatises which open out the gates of the Arts or the routes
of Commerce to us, or consisted in the description of constitutions
of societies, mathematical calculus, and different aspects of matter
in which man busies himself, then only we would come to the con-
clusion that they are honouring the sciences. But itisonly religious
sentiment which makes them honour their own sect. The money
they spend is like that of the Magians for their altars, of the
Christians for their golden Crosses, of the Hindus for their sacred
places and of the Buddhists for their images.’” ’

If the Musalmans love the same sentiment, if they think that
this display of splendour is conducive to piety and leads them
towards a humbler way of life, then they would be able to do much
more by means of their superfluous wealth than ever the Chris.-
tians did by their resources. Once when I visited the great
mosque of Damascus the Governor of Syria had adopted this
method and we know that in those days few wanted to visit it.
We also know that when Omar-ibni-Abdul Aziz came to the
throne he covered the over-beautified parts and had the
chains of the chandeliers re-annealed, because he thought this
was more in agreement with Islamic spirit and that this kind of
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Parasites, The Book of the Misers.? His greatest book Z/e
Book of the Amnimals? is a fairly large work and it contains not
only a description of the animals but also a number of chapters
which have nothing to do with the animal world but which
contain personal ideas, literary thought, verses and anecdotes
suggested to our author by the animal world. If one were to
read this book as a scientific treatise on zoology one would be
greatly disappointed; on the other hand if the book is read
without any prejudice and without expecting any definite plan
one would find a lot of sequence in it.

I do not think that we can evolve much of a philosophy or a
school of thought from Jahiz; but we do not find in him is a
tremendous amount of philosophic spirit and the most intense
taste for intellectual life. If we open his Zreatise 0wz Awnimals
we would be greatly surprised to find chapters in praise of books,
history and literature and we would be much amused by the
names of the earlier chapters and their mutual incoherence.

Oriental literature is full of passages on libraries and book-
lovers, and instances of this may be found in el-Fakhri and in
Yakut's stories.® Jahiz who preceded both these authors treats
the subject at length and seems to take greater interest in it.
He talks about the love of voluminous books (nowadays we prefer
smaller ones!) and expresses the following opinion which
testifies at least to his great zeal for literature. ‘Ibn-i-Jehm says
that when he began to like book from which he hoped to get
some instructions, people saw him time after time turn over the
leaves in the fear of finding that the subject-matter did not unfold
itself, and the book, so to say, did not open its heart to him;
while if the book was fairly large, if it had many pages and each
page many lines, then he assured himself that he was bound to
get enough compensation for his troubles and he was overjoyed.’

He again quotes Ibn-i-Jehm as follows: ‘I have never read
a large work without getting some benefit out of it, but I cannot

1 The Book of the Misers ; Van Vloen Editions, Laiden, 1900.

2 Kitab-ul Haywan ; edited by El-Haj Mohammad Effendi, 1325 A.H.

3 Thus for instance, the description of a beautiful manuscript in the * Thousand and
One Days' (Paris, 1844, to 183), Story of Hasan Bin Abdullah, or, the Keys of
Destiny.
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struck by paralysis which affected his right side to such an extent
that it was necessary to massage it regularly with sandal and
camphor. At the same time the left side was so much enervated
and benumbed that it could be cut open by a pair of scissors with-
out the body feeling it. Jahiz died in 255 A. H. (869 A. C.) at
the ripe old age of over go years.

Musoodi quotes some very fine words from him which recalls
the spirit of our own 18th century. When somebody came to see
him in his old age he replied ‘I suffer from a double ailment, one
physical pain and secondly the burden of my debts; in a word, my
illness consists of two maladies which counteract each other, of
which one is sure to bear me to the grave; I am sure the more
serious of those maladies is my seventy odd years.” He told his
nephew that he had blamed a friend for having indulged in too
many works of a charitable nature. He said to him * my friend,
you spend your forces, weary yourself and tire away your pony : it
will be well if you moderate yourself’, to which this man an-
swered in the following beautiful words: ¢ Sir, neither the songs
of the birds sitting on the top of the trees nor the voice of the
beautiful singers singing to the accompaniment of lute, nothing
to me is so charming as the delightful melody of some words

of thanks uttered by those whom I have rendered some little
service.’

Coming to his writings, we do not think there is an
author more capricious than Jahiz, and whenever he touches any
subject he sees in it an excuse for a large digression. He is
always passing from one set of ideas to another but is ever full of
spirit and liveliness, ever playful and ever interesting. He is a
man of spirit even in his thoughts; his worst blunders are
accompanied by poignant arguments which set off those blunders
to-a large extent, as can be illustrated by the way in which he
has dealt with the question of the origin of Poetry.

The titles of his books are charming : 7/e Envious and the
Envied, Superiority of Blacks over Whites, The Circle and the
Square', Struggle of Spring with Autumn, The Book of the

' Jahiz's eleven treatises, ccllected under the name of Magmoo’ai Rasa’il ; Cairo,
1324 A .H.
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ISLAMIC POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY

(Continued from the * Osmania Magazine', Vol. IV, No. 1.)
3. JAHIZ.

MONG the philosophers who do not follow any particular
system and have a peculiar way of expression there is one who
is very little known in the west, and thatis Abu Uthman ‘Amr Bin
Bahr el-Jahiz.? Jahiz, who really belongs to a very old period of
history, flourished as long ago as the ninth century A.C. He
was a native of Basra, then acentre of intellect and thought, and of
religious and philological studies. It was under the direction of
Nazzam that he took part in the religious movement of the Mote-
zilites, and later on himself became the head of a special school of
thought which bears his name. The Motezilites are a sect of
Muslim rationalistic theologians, or perhaps, free thinkers, not
thereby medning the unbelievers, but such philosophers as are
prone to cansider the religious problems that come before them
according to their own particular method and do not follow the
method adopted by some previous authority.

Jahiz was an extremely learned man and had a verylucid way
of expressing his thought. He was ugly in his appearance
and it is said when he was presented to Khalifa el-Mutawakkil
and recommended to the tutorship of his children, this sovereign
was so much shocked by his bad looks that instead of appointing
him to the honoured post he gave him six thousand dirhems and
requested him to go back home. His surname means ‘ one with
a protruded pupil’ which was one of the prominent features of
his eye. After being dismissed by Mutawakkil, he continued
to live at Basra, wrote a number of books and acquired a very
great reputation, The story is told of a Bermicide, who while
returning from a tour of the Indies and passing through Basra
wanted to visit Jahiz, so that he might be able to tell his friends
_ that he had seen this great sazanf. When he became old he was

* Vide Brocklemann : Geschd. ar. Litteralur, 1, 152,
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His other works are not widely read. Among his miscella-
neous poems many are charming and are addressed to God
invoking Him :—

caiganar afw wfw Qo afw | ez ww g AT
graE wiEr ada fGafadt o g 7 99§ Hoar a6 4
AT ¥l g0 59 WO | g2 WO adaErd

¢ Bhakti without belief, and salvation without Bhakti are mere
will-o’-the-wisp. Get God pleased and rest quietly. Why do
not you think of Him? But on the other hand are wasting your
energy in this worldly life. Dnanadeo says, ¢ If you take even the
name of God you will be freed from this snare of the world.’

He died in the year 1218 S. at the age of twenty-one. Hislast
six years were spent in pilgrimage, from which we can conclude
that he finished Dwanesiwari in 1212 S. in his fifteenth year. In
English literature we find that Keats died very young, at the age of
twenty-six. No poet has the honour of achieving such long
enduring fame at such an early age, exceeding in both quantity
and quality. All who came after him are indebted to him in some
way or other, either for language or for thoughts. Secondly,
he was the founder of the Bhakti movement in Maharastra which
is the prevailing factor lasting to our day. His name is on the
lips of all Maharastrians from the young to the old and from the
rustics to the learned.

All his followers, :\down to Moropant, another great poet of
the century, have paid tributes to him. This shows the great in-
fluence of the poet’s work on posterity.

R. Y. MAHAJAN,
IV YEAR,
Osmania University College.
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Dnaneshwari commands our admiration for three mainreasons.
We find in it the combination of matter and manner. Philosophic
ideas are expressed in homely words in a charming and sweet
language and it is held sacred by all of us for its teachings. Those
who are of opinion that poetry and science have their different
territories and knowledge, poetic genius and imagination cannot
go together should study this book. A critic has observed
that, * he has created a new world profoundly rich in thought and
diction which when borrowed or stolen would not come to an end.’
Thus he isamong the few Marathi poets who had brilliant success.
To take Marathi quotations here in support of this statement
from other eminent writers would be unnecessarily lengthening
the subject.

But as a general rule every good thing has its own defects.
Here sometimes we find repetitions of the same thoughts. At certain
places the subject is stretched unnecessarily and the poet him-
self was aware of this. But in its support he makes very pertinent
remarks :—

“arfoy =aiar side g1z | &feal ort 3% |
d I ¢ @z | @l &

Fi drat Fwfai | Fag emfen e
FA &t sSffar 1 Saet aw o

aft aigfw § 752 0 grdy gaerfa™ &9 am |

at et 2a | ifsd od

* While taking his meal, a man gets a particle of sand in a
mouthful, then he should stop at once and take it off. Will it be
considered a fault that he requires more time to finish his meal for
this reason? Or will a mother get angry with her son when he
is late in escaping a scoundrel on his way? In the same way
though my speech is very lengthy, but it was unavoidable and

therefore pardonable.’
2
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are of opinion that Bhakti came into being when the Hindus
came in contact with the Mohammedans. But from the quotation
given above we have sufficient reason to think it otherwise.

Man is expected to perform his worldly duties and then in the
intervening time concentrate his thoughts upon God. But how to
do these intermingled duties? 1le makes it clear by citing an
example.

¢ Once there was a poor man passing his life wretchedly ; but
after some years a spirit conferred his favours upon him. He
promised the man that he would do anything for him, provided
that he would always keep him engaged in some kind of work,
otherwise he would devour him. The man as he was poor, accepted
his terms, because he thought that he had sufficient work for him.
Then he asked the spirit to provide him with such things as he
lacked, to lead ahappy life. But the spirit brought all these things
one after the other in a short time. Whatever did he tell him the
spirit would do it in a moment. The poor man began to be afraid
of him. He then ordered him to bring one of his relatives from a
great distance. As the spirit went away the poor man went to his
neighbour and related him the story saying that he had no work
left for the spirit. He requested him to save him from the spirit.
When the spirit returned after performing his work he asked him
for another piece of work., Then the man ordered him to obey
his neighbour, who in his turn asked him to bring a long bamboo
and to fix it half into the ground. The spirit with his miraculous
power did it in the twinkling of an eye. Then he ordered him to
go on climbing to the top and descending to the bottom when he
is not wanted for any other work. And thus the poor man was
saved.’

What can we infer from this? As the spirit had only one
work of climbing and descending and had to think of that pole
alone, in the same way a man should think of God. But as at
times he had to obey the command of the poor man so also a
man should perform his worldly duties. This we can gather
from the story, leaving aside the spirit and his acquaintance
with man.  Thus he had shown his imagination wherever
possible.
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Dnaneshwar loved his religion and strictly followed it.
Though he did not preach it from a pulpit that the caste-system
should be abolished yet, as the quinine pill, when sugar-coated is
swallowed up without any disgust, he has put his views before us
under cover. A stern preceptor orders us to do a thing though
it is against our will. We may carry out his orders, but with an
unwilling heart. On the other hand a poet, like a gentle mother,
takes the same work from us asking us in a loving tone. His
poetry has done the work of the second kind. He says :—

‘dar ATl gl qfear | S agfear gdanr
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* Those who think God as their sole support of life, they may

not descend from noble families and may not possess sound
knowledge of the Vedas, are in no way inferior to me. The skin
is a worthless thing but when it gets the royal stamp, it surpasses
all other things in value. Family, caste orcreed are no hindrances
if a man becomes one with me. And when he attains this state
his previous connections are not reckoned. As the distinction
between timber, sandal and others remains so far as they are not

placed on fire, in the same way Kshatriya, Vaishyaand Sudra have
their separate existence till they do not reach God.’

Now let us see what we can gather from these thoughts of
his which found their expression here. As we said before Dna-
neshwar lived and finished his career as a poet long before the

Mohammedans invaded the Deccan. This Bhakti (v1f&) move-
ment in Maharastra had its origin long before his time. Some
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their attempt they come across temporary happiness and rest
themselves contented in its enjoyment without reaching Him.

‘qrg 71 g1 9fam wifr e 1 q@f @sfEer agrAe |
nfe § wegwfd mfag | amg wg F99 0
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¢ A small tick, living near the dug of a cow, feels happy by
sucking blood from the place, without an idea that there is sweet
milk inside there, or a frog, which makes its home near the stem
of a lotus flower in mud, does not derive any pleasure from its
sweet scent, but is contented to remain in mud and the bees
coming from different directions enjoy that scent. In the same
manner though I am in your heart you cannot see me.’

This world is full of pleasures and miseries but a man, who
is a man in the real sense of the term, neither becomes glad while
enjoying pleasures nor is affected when plunged in grief. Friends
and enemies, honour and insult are alike to him. He makes no
distinction in them. He says:—

‘i gitfaai 3&1’&’5 Fa | qf@or g qregar |
g Adifa ar qigar | &g Far |
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¢ As the lamp does not know that it should lighten the
master’s house and leave in darkness the neighbour or as a tree
distributes the same shade both to the man who planted it and the
one who axe in hand is ready to cut it down, or as the sugarcane
makes no distinction between the farmer who grows it by watering
and one who takes its life essence out of it by putting it into a
crusher, but gives the same sweetness to them, in the same way a
man should receive good and bad alike without in any way being
perturbed in the mind.’
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till the meaning is perfectly clear. These reveal his close
observation and keen insight. ’

“wim Taazfa S91 1 INF 1@ Sag17Er
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¢ As a miser’s heart often dwells upon the wealth that he has

kept underground, though his body performs its duties or—as a
female bird always thinks of its young ones in the nest though
taking a high flight in the sky or—though the cow is grazing in
the field her mind is wholly taken up by the thought of her calf at

home, in the same way, oh, man, you should always think of
nothing but of me, ' says Lord Krishna.

He says that human being is bound to perform the duties
which are laid upon him. But whatever he does he should do jt
irrespective of consequences. This he expresses in a beautiful
way (—

‘fodg aifgar e 1 7 RIS fids Sar
afgar gz fawar | fiwda @60
gizfa ga= a1 W niadd JaE
fxagar wnka! | dg F’
“ As the pepul tree is not watered in the hope of its fruit, or
as a cowherd keeps the cattle of the village and looks after them

without an idea of having milk from them, in the same way work
should be done without the least hope of reaping its fruit.’

He says that God’s abode is nowhere but our heart. Men
try to find Him out and go on seeking outside themselves. In
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patiently go through his work he will learn from his many extracts,
that he was not proud of his power.

‘AT arwh FrEe el | & gigRr B ISt |
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¢ A child utters unintelligible words and walks with faltering

steps but takes pleasure in them. With that love you should
accept this. We teach a parrot a few words and when it reprodu-
ces them we feel glad, or does not the mother become happy when
she finds that her son has obeyed her command? In the same
manner, oh, wise men, whatever I present before you, is nothing

but your own teaching. So listen to your own words. I am only
an intermediary.” How very modest !

As his was the first trial in Marathi, nearly in every chapter
he assures his readers that this language is capable of expressing
philosophic ideas.

‘qz darfaar degar | aft a=z@) M7 geat |
sifaurg wrafagr gfaar #ao wfa § 7 =iwd 2y
¢ If this Marathi commentary will be read carefully after
having gone through the original Sanskrit book (the Blaegawad-

gita), it will be difficult for the reader to form a correct estimate
to decide which is the best.

In order to render the subject easy and simple he employs a
simile, but if any doubt still exists he gives another and another
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his mother tongue. He had to face the severe opposition from his
contemporaries. Though he was the first poet in Marathi yet he
came out successfully and his eminent work is widely read to
this day.

The Marathi poetry then flowed through a different channel.
It was not the time to address insignificant things like * A Mouse’
or ‘ A Leaky Pot.” The poetic field of that day was very narrow.
The definition of poetry of his and his predecessor’s age ran thus:—

‘¥FZTI EA( &fFAr (Aaq)
meaning thereby ¢ poetry not describing and containing the name
of God is like a pudding without salt.” He not only adopted
Marathi as his medium but also left aside all the meters which
were in vogue in Sanskrit poets and used a new meter quite
congenial to Marathi atmosphere, a meter which, no doubt, reached
its perfection in his own hands. A certain influential poet

acknowledges that the palm, in this meter, belonged to none but
to him. He says :—

‘g AAATET AT gafag aFaray |
NP gAmS Har vt AardaE

Herein he enumerates different leading Marathi meters and the
poets who had honour to bring them to perfection. . . . . ...
‘ owi’ belonging to our hero.

This book is in eighteen chapters containing nine thousand
couplets. He has imagined himself as seated in an assembly of
the learned, preaching the essence and teachings of the Alagawad-
gita. The ninth and the eleventh chapters are extremely
beautiful. He was conscious of his poetical genius and of the
mastery of language. He writes :—

cargr wgrzrfa dw AAE | 9 emaAg) aney i |
Qg igifa ad | wmna !
¢ Though my expressions are in Marathi yet I shall make the
learned say that these words are sweeter than nectar.’

At the first glance one is tempted to think that there is
sufficient reason to accuse the poet of his boast. But if he would
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A MARATHA SAINT AND POET

lN this article an attempt is made to write a few words on

Dnaneshwar, the first great Maratha poet well-known for his
book Dnaneshwari. But before discussing the actual merits and
demerits of this composition we should know the life of the poet.
And it is why an outline history of his life is given.

He was born in a village accountant’s family in Alandi near
Poona in the year of Shaka Era 1197. His father's name was
Vithal Pant, who in his youth, without the consent of his wife,
became a religious mendicant (Sanyasi). But when his preceptor
Ramananda of Kashi came to know this by Rakamabai, Vithal
Pant’s wife, he ordered him to lead a conjugal life again. After-
wards he had four children of whom, Dnaneshwar, our hero, was
the second child. The Brahmans declared them outcastes, but
when these children showed an extraordinary merit at an early age
they were admitted into the caste and their thread-ceremony was
performed.

He poured.out all his genius in three great books, the
Dnancshwari, the Amrutanabhava and the Pansashii. Many
miscellaneous charming poems containing knowledge, devotion
and renunciation are also attributed to him. He died 1218 S.

* The name which the poet originally ascribed to his first and
great book is Blhavartha Dipita (a guide to the Bhagawadgita).
But it is termed as the Dnaneshwari, after the poet himself,
or because it shows a path to knowledge and God.

It would not be fair on our part to discuss this book
according to the different views which are now adopted to form an
opinion about any modern poet. At the time when the poet took
up his pen it was strongly believed in literary circles that Sanskrit
was the only language fit for literary purposes. Allthe great men
of that age adopted Sanskrit as their medium. But this language
was beyond the reach of the common folk, so he, with firm mind,
made a bold attempt to give expression to his thoughts in Marathi,
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A NEW INFINITY

A little wood-path I climbed and climbed
Mile on July mile.
It slipped between the whispering grass
And crossed a twinkling stream.
I followed it, for peace was there;
The brotherhood of stone and tree
Of flower and cloud companioned me
On silent feet.
I reached a wind-sweet summit,
A July world beneath my feet,
My head against the July sky—
I lay upon the downy bed
And saw the tarnished petals of each flower yearn
Towards sky and sun, flaunting their pink and gold—
I gently pushed the delicate leaves apart.
Soon exultation flowed through me
And I felt a new infinity pulsating in the flowers’ heart.
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