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“CoLLEGE BARAVANIGE” is a praiseworthy effort.
It endorses the hopes we formed 20-30 years ago of pos-
sibilities of development in Kannada writing. The essays
show a lively play of the mind on themes around us, and
they also show a growing sense of word-power. On the
whole they are delightful.

I am sure more serious subjects will come to be taken up
if the publication work is continued. And the test of a
language’s fitness to survive is its capacity to express both
precisely and concisely the complex ideas of the contempo-
rary world. This capacity can grow only when writers
come forward to handle topics of science and Sastra.
When one sets about to narrate a story or describe a scene,
one is free to choose one’s words from among a plenty, and
use any number of such words, in depicting a situation or
concocting a dialogue. It is the thing that presents the
real difficulty here more than the language. On the other
hand it is when we have to enunciate a theory or analyse
an argument that our resources in expression are put to
test. I shall be eager to learn how your students will
react to this challenge.

You know I hate superstition, and I would not have
any one make a fetish of our old rules of grammar. But
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can we forget, may we go so far as to forget, that grammar
is to language what mathematics is to science, a means to
clearness and accuracy in understanding and expression?
This remark of mine does not imply that I have detected
any serious violation of grammar in these delightful
sketches. It is not at all so. My remark has reference to
some recent styles of writing in general; and I am parti-
cularly concerned about new word-forms. While I am
not at all anxious to be counted a purist, I would certainly
plead against unnecessary malformations and the casy
acceptance of popular corruptions. We all recognise and
respect a quality called ‘elegance’ even though we are not
able to define those words. I wish your students would
always cultivate their sense of delicacy and dignity in the
use of language. Let me repeat that this is not a criticism
of the writing before me, but a general plea for continued
care in the exercise of a gift that sometimes misleads us by
seeming easy and ready.

My warmest congratulations to you and your contri-
butors. May their talents and powers grow by the grace
of God and may the good cause of ‘‘College Baravanige’

prosper.
—D. V. Gundappa
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