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PREFACE

‘Bhje story of ‘Ramadas’, the great devotee of God Rama,
is very popular 1n this Presidency, especially in the Andhra Desa.
The date of the story 1s (circa) A.p. 1685. Gopanna, popularly
known as ‘Ramadas’, and the nephew of the Golkonda ministers,
Akkanna and Madanna, seems to have been put to extreme
torture by Abdul Hassan, the last ot the kings of Golkonda, on
account of some alleged misappropriation of money by him.
The story deals as to how Ramadas came to spend Sircar money
for building the temple at Bhadrachalam dedicated to Sri Rama
and his mmprisonment therefor by the King (tamiliarly styled
Tanisha), how God Rama himself paid the amount to Tanisha
on behalf of his Bhaktha, and how Tanisha subsequently
coming to know all this craved pardon of Ramadas for the
cruelties 1nflicted on him, and as an atonement gifted away
Bhadrachalam as a jaghir tor the service of Rama at the temple.

It seems pretty certawn that the episode has a historical basis.
For even now His Exalted Highness the Nizam of Hyderabad
makes an annual grant to the temple at Bhadrachalam and the
place where Ramadas was imprisoned is still existent.

2. In working out the plot, [ have laigely followed the
orthodox version of the story, as narrated m the old printed
works on the subject and incorporated in the drama some of the
popular songs and verses found theremn as being of particular
mnterest. The introduction or the characters of Rama Sastri
and of his wife Viramma into the drama is my own and has been
well ~eceived by the public A close study of their characters
will, I am sure, be interesting and mstructive.

3. The drama was thrice enacted by the Madras Suguna
Vilasa Sabha in the course of a year and the favourable re-
ception given to it has prompted me to print the work. There
will no doubt be found sms of omission and commission in the
book as it is the first work of the author, and I shall, therefore,
be happy to receive suggestions to mmprove the work. For the
convenience of readers I have added a short abstract of the
several scenes in the drama.
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4. My best and sincere thanks for helping me in the work
are due to my good friend and well-wisher, Mr. Vedurumudi
Seshagiri Rao. I must also not fail to thank my friends Mr.
P. V. Rajamannar Naidu, B.A., Mr. E. Bhashyam Iyengar,
Mr. V. Venkateswara Sastrulu, and Mr. V. Venkatachalla Iyer
for the suggestions they have given me, the last-named gentle-
man especially for seeing the work through the press.

28 KARANESWARAR D. V.
KoiL STREET
Saidapet, Madras.

PREFACE TO SECOND EDIT{ON

In bringing out a Second Edition of the book, I have made
the drama more adaptable for the stage. The songs are now
printed in the end of the book as an appendix and I have put in
more verses in the text in the place of some of the songs. Actors
can now use the verses or songs at their option. I hope
those interested in drama will welcome the changes and extend
their patronage for the work.

My thanks are due to Mr. Bukkapatnam Ramanujiah for
seeing the work through the press.

I have again to reiterate that societies acting the drama
whether in whole or part should obtain my previous permission
mn writing.

MAMBALAM, D. V.
Saidapel, Seplember 1927.
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