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1. “1i in the theology of the Semitic race we
have an aprioré basis for a limited optimism, in the
metaphysico-religions ideas of the Aryauns of India
we find a remarkable ground work for pessiiism.
“The sense that life is a dream or a burden’, says
Professor Max Muller, ‘is a notion which the
Buddha shares with every 1iindu philosopher.” In
orthodox Brahamanism, as in Buddbism a keen
sense of human misery forms the starting point.
Yet the solution of the dark mystery is widely
different in the two cases. According to the
Brahamanical Philosophy, though the created
world is a regrettable accident, its effects can be
neutralised. And this is effected by the absorp-
tion of the human soul in the Universal Spirit or
Brahma, the true source of being. thought and
happiness. Thus a mode of a permanent and
satisfying existence is secured, and optimistic
Weltanschaung fin:lly substituted for a pessi-
mastic.

In Buddhisin on th contrary as Mr. Max
Muiler has well poi-t.d out, the pessimistic view
of life receives no such happy solution; and this
philosophy is to be regarded as pessimism pure
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and simple, and as the direct progenitor of the
modern German Systems. Buddha (or his
followers ) denies the existence nnt oniy of a
creator but . of an Absolute Being.  Thereis no
reality anywhere, neither in the past nor in the
future.

True wisdom consists in a perception of the
nothingness of a1l things and in a desire to become
nothing, to be blown out to enter ‘Nirv n,’ that 1s
to suy, extinction The perfect attoivment of this
conduition would be reached only at death. Yet
even during life a partial snticipation of it mieht
be secured, namety, in a condition of mind [reed
from all desire and feching.’
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