UNIVERSAL
LIBRARY

OU_192346

AdVvddl
1VSHIAINN









TR -, . RO
favita, amgm@
FqAS (3T1S)

%, B, FEL
ares, fag fifén na

YA (IEME)



A E C IR ED
ELpE I

ForewoRD-LokNAYAK M. S. Ancy B, A . B. T, ...

AN (Aaga

PART FIRST
ENGLISH ARTICLES ¢
1 PReKisTORIC Berar-R. B, Hiralal 1, a. R |
2 MaTeRriaL FOR HisTORICAL RESEARCH IN BIRAR-
Prof. Hiralal Jain M. A, L1, 1. T )
3 THe Box-HEADED CHARACTERS IN USEK IN MAHAKO.AL'
Pt. Lo chan Prasad Pandeya o . 22

4 THe ANTIQUITIES OF MAaHUuRZIRI-D)r, Hnnlcr M. AL D, l’hll 30
S KunDINPUR, THE ANCIENT CaPiTAL OF VIDARBHA-
AL R, Deshpande Esqr, 1A 11, 1, R |

6 Division oF Beran Syed. Abdul Rassaque... ..o .. ... 47
£ASA FEiar AUET Ayan ..
HET QU
AU g g
AEHEARNT—(Fo F, @ A 4. €. 02 vz 4, 2
R WA T QUA— 9, FAaAl S Yo

P d

3 IWATSYT FRAEFT AR IHWA-A1. 71, 6. ([
UH, U, U7 0E, dlL, 2
¥ T[UTIRY SRy ANOT TAIEH—F, SAMUGET gl 3.
w AT GRG-4l. T ARPM A7 0y, v, v 5, o
& i TR QAT AN TG, T23mamal e
o FACQRTET T AATI—AL, 1, A1, FZ 41, 0 o, 4§y, ws,
¢ TARSHH WETL 21, A, 7graa 4, o
o, TN ITNAR AQA—HT, 7,7, TOZ 07, v, u= vz 4], 23

’ 0 FAENATAREE (FEAT T ZTAFRIAT &t

FEYATHIAA off, 1. A1, o A7 o, 4, um, 3

" Brier SummAaRYy OF MARATHI ARTICLCS.

LR gIq® At gANq
13 " IET= v
1y GERRAEIR AR %o

e



O,

= g4 .

. US sWrStgaqa 3§ AraEndT SqUA Q3.

Argad 70re g,

. AMARFTNT TFESAT AT, —FZTAT AT,

U HFZUA I AFART ITUA 994,
g fodidie oty Q.
figae adis ywAgre.

faz@s s gae.,

. Rig@s Adis awia.



FORE-WORD

In writing the foreword to thiv first annual of the Sharadathram,
1 feel confident that the handy volume now presented to the reading
public, will scrve to give some  idea of the extensive range of the
field of activitics which it is the ambition of the Ashram to carry on
systematica'ly. It 13 now recogniscd on  all hands that a rcliable
history of a nation or a people can be written only after all the
materials for the same are uncarthed and rendered available through

the laboridus rescarches of scholars for a number of ycars and then
carcfully sifted, classificd and studied by an cqually large number

of experts. The science of Historic and Antiquerrian rescarch is a
branch of Literary study which has very recently attracted the
attention of the scholars in India, In the learned preface to this
volume written in Marathi by Mr. Y. K. Deshpande who is in fact
the soul and guidirg spirit of the Sharadashram, he has given In
bricf the history of rescarch work in India in general and the C, P.
and Berar in particular.

2, This provinc: came under the British Rule only in the latter
half of the 19th century. Till the begining of the present century
Western Education made but slight progress in the province. Nagpur
University is one of the Youngest Universities in Dritish India, It
Is not therefore a matter of surprise that the cducated pesple in the
province should have been late in rcalising the significance of the
rescarch work and the pursuit of the systematic study of Archeaology
and other allied branches of knowl-dge.

3. Even in more advanced provinces of British India, till lately
rescarch work was more in the nature of sporadic cffortsa of indi-
vidual scholars than a joint work carried on approved lines of study
by a band of experts in coordination with one another. Although
Government now and then recognised the merits of individual (fforts
made in this direction by Indian scholars like late Dr. Bhandarkar
and others, still for a long time there was no official organisation
continuously preparing plans, exploring new ficlds and pursuing the



study methodically in order to create and foster the spirit of research
among the educated people in regard to their own historic antiqui-
ties ard to coordinate the work done by different scholars scattered
over the various provinces in differeut branches of its extensive field
as well as to endeavour to secure for such work, necessary facilities,
principally of financial nature without which no research work can
be systematically and conlinuously carried on. Research demands
patience and constant monetary assistance. 1t is a process of slow
and steady building of a super structure exhibiting past glories of a
nation on foundations as abiding and sure as the age-old rocks.
The scholars have therefore to sink these foundations deep and broad,
In absence of state-help, any systematic effort on a large scale in
this direction is considerably handicapped and bound to meet with
difficulties which the resources of private individual can not -easily
overcome.

4, It was chiefly during the Viceroyalty of late Lord Curzon
that the subject of the preservation of Ancient monuments attracted
the attention of the Government and an official department was then
organised to carry on a systematic study in all the directions that
can help to throw light on the gloricus past of Hind. Recently
the Indian Archealogical department has-excavated the sites of
Harappa and Mohenjodaro. Thc antique arlicles brought to light
and the extensive ruins of cilies now exposed to the view of expert
scholars are being critically studied and the observations being
carefully sifted and the results gradually rendered available to the
readers. The Archeaological department has also laid out an
extensive programme of excavations in Northern India and certain
parts of Bengal and Orissa. Central India and the C. P, and
Rerar in particular have not yet attracted the attention of the
departmental experts which owing to its past history it undoubtedly
deserves. But the axe of retrenchment owing to financial strin-
gency of the Govt. of India has fallen heavily and the department
is.compelled to bold up a considerable part of its programme
for the present, S&till the striking results of the cxcavations hitherto
made by the department, have already given an impctus to the
study of Indian Antiquities and I have no hcsitation to say that
much of the interest shown by a large number of the educated
people at present in the study of their past glories is due to the
strenuous efforts of this department to popularise their achicvements
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and interpret the same with their bearing on the existing concep-
tions relating to the Ancient history of the country. Itisa welcome
change and I am glad to find that a large number of intelligent
and brilliant graduates in this province are being affected by it and
are taking more intelligent interest in this kind of literary pursuit.
For a long lime men like R. B. Hiralal, Mr. Y. K. Deshpande and
Mr. Y. M. Kale were patiently plodding on this tircsome road of
research unaided by any one and without a companion or co-worker
even to talk to by their side. But the situalion is being gradually
changed for the better. 1 knew of a fcw cases of young men who
were prepared to ignore their convenience, comforts and even their
careers, if necessary, in their zeal and enthusiasm to labour in this
field for the pleasure of having a peep into the tidden glorious past
of their Mothcrland,

5. The present volume, I venture to say, will give suflicient
ground to hope that there is a brighter and glorious {uture for
rescarch in some of the branches of this laborious study in this
province. [ hope and trust that the publication of this little volume
will prove only a beginning of a great intellectual activity in the
future in this direction under the auspices of Sharadashram and
other literary socielies in the provinces which have either already
come or will be coming into existence in the near future. It should
also prove to be a salutary reminder to the Local Government and
the Govt, of India of their obligation in regard to this matter
towards this much neglected province.

6. 1 am sure that the members of the Sharadashram will regard
all their labours and pecuniary expenses incurred in bringing out
this volume as more than amply repaid, if it will serve to give a
fresh stimulus in the province to the systematic study of its past

history.

7. At any rate in concluding this litlle foreword I wish to
cite the following lines of Sir Walter Scott which breath a spirit of
robust oplimism.

‘If one heart throbs higher at its sway,
The wizard note has not been touched in vain, '’

M. S. Aney
Yeotmal, ( President,
D/-28th April 33, SHARADASHRAM)
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PrREHISTORIC BERAR

(R. B. Hiralal B, A, Retired Deputy Commissioner Katri, )

The country known as Berar is a very ancient Aryan colonication
going back to the medieval Rigvedic period, when the poet Mandarya
Agastya flourished and composed songs in honour of the Vedic gods
Indra and the Maruts, In fact he had a very close relation with the
country as he was married to Lopamudra, the daughter of the king of the
country, which was then known as Vidarbha,

1t is said that in course of ages the latter assumed the name of Lerar,
by what process it is difficult to state. Folk-ctymology would relegate
it to other Sources, such as Bar or Bad (Sansk, Vata, a Banyan tree ),
as that tree has played, a great parl in gning names to places, a
prominent example of which may be found in Baroda, a wellknown
leading state. Mr. Govind Bhai H. Desai, B. A, LL. B, 2 quandom
Superintendent of Census  in that  state  derives it from  the
Sanskrit word Vatodara, mecaning in the heart of the Vata or
Banyan trce., The learned Abul Farl would make it a variant of
wardhatata saying ¢ wardha rude ast va tuta kinar ast’ that is
the country bordering on the river wardha, from which Rajwade
appears to have taken a clue and worked out wardhahara=
wardha + ahara as the pesent word giving the same sense and salise
fying phonetic and philological exigencics, the gradual transformations
being wadhdhahara, wadhar, warhad and finally Berar, A local tradi-
tion would make it a corruption of Varahata, meaning a market of
bridegrooms, either from the custom of kolams (a pre-Dravidian
tribz found in Berar), whose females capture men for their husbands
or from the detention of Larharis or Baratis, who accompanicd Sri
Krishna, when he abducted Rukmini. These derivations may be taken
for what they are worth but there is no gain saying the fact that
Vidarbha occupied the country which is now called Berar. It is one
of the two countrics which enjoyed prominence in the earliest times,
when the Aryans crossad the Vindhyas and settled in what was then
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known as Dakshinapatha, the other being Kosala, whose king during
Nala’s time was Rituparna. The latter, as is supposed by somc
people, was not the king of Kosala whose capital was Ayodhya,
but of the neighbouring country of the same name, sometimes disting-
uished from the northern one by the addition of Dakshina or the
southern., Ancient literature gives it another name, Viz-S’aphala
which seemes to have been forgotten altogether.,

Nala when he was ousted from Nishadha by his brother Pushkara
proceeded to the souh and before starting pointed out the way to
Dakshina Patha to his wife in these words -~

U TSSA AT GATAT SR |
safgaa 9 9afE T, ||

TN R AR el g A |
AT Ao qgaETertaan ||
T Rl Ry R FETe, |
Ha: /W s R fgmiayg )

The Vindhya Mountain stood just infront of the Nishadha country
& the roads across it led to the Vidarbha and Kosala countries.
When Nala finally abandoned Damyanti in the forest, he passed
through the kingdom of Karakotaka Naga before he reached
Rituparna’s capital.

The Nagas were spread far and wide but the country we are
concerned with was apparently the same of which Nagpur formed
the centre. In my article on a visit to Ramtck, which I contributed
to the Indian Antiquary of 1908, I gave reasons for my locating the
capital of Dakshina Kosala at Lhandak in the Chanda district, at least
in the Budhdhistic period. The tradiltion still prevails that its old
name was Bhadravali, and that it was once a big city and capital of
a country, which is supported by its numerous relics with exquisite
carvings and the discovery of an inscription disclosing a line of
Kshatriya kings, that ruled there. This place suits very well for
Rituparna’s capital, to which Nala went and accepted service as a
charioteer under him. It is on record that Nala drove Rituparna

2



PREHISTORIC LBERAR:

from his capital to that of Vidarbha in approximately 11 hours, Al
that time Kaundinyapur which still exists uudcr the same name in
Berar, was the capital of Bhishmaka, whom Rituparna went to mect,
The distance between Bhandak and Kaundinyapur is about 80 miles
as the crow flies.

Allowing 20 miles for the inevitable circuits of a chariot route
the speed of the horses would come to about 9 miles an hour, which
is plausible and a creditable performance under an expert driver.
The other known capitals of Dakshina Kos'ala were Sirpur ( old
S'irpur ) of the Raipur district and Tummana and Ratanpur of
Bilaspur, The latter two were established by the Haihayas in the
tenth century A. D. at the earlicst, So they are out of the question
so far as Rituparna is concerned.  As regards Sirpur it is not known
when it bacam: a capital, but the distance between it and Kaun-
dinyapur is so great as to make it impossible for horses to cover the
distance in 11 hours, howsoever expert the driver might have been.

Crossing 250 miles in a straight-line would give an inaidence of
about 23 miles an  hour for the chariot’s horses to run and if the
windings of the road are taken into consideration in the same Pro-
portion as done b.fore in the case of Lhandak, this ncidence would
go up to about 27 miles an hour, which would exccecd the Railway
and motor car speed attainable in these days between Sirpur and
Kaundinyapur. So it is clear that the capital of Kos'ala was nol
very far away from thit of Vidarbha and the two countrics abutted
on each other, Both of them were named after their founders
Kos’ala took its nam: from Kus'a, son of Rama and Vidarbha after
a king of that nam: quite in keeping with the names of other places
of those times, for instance, Ariga, Chedi, Vis’ata, S’'ravasti ctc, 1c the
river Wardha formed the boundaries between the two countries,
which have bzen so confased by archaeologists, as to make one run
on the other or lic far apart, with some unknown or unnamed
countrizs batween tham. In later history some over lapping did
take place, but the original position at the time of the earliest
Aryan scttlement appears to have been what has been pointed out
above,
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MATERIALS FOR
HisTorICAL RESEARCH IN BERAR.

By Prof. Hiralal Jaimn M. .\, LL.B,
King Edward College, Amraoti.

The chicf materials of historical research in India consist of
literary and historical writings, old tradition and archacological
remains such as stone, copper platc and image inscriptions, coins
and architcctural monuments. I shall briefly survey here these
materials as they exist in Berar.

My acquaintance with the historical materials existing in - Berar
began in the yecar 1924 when I examined the ]:iin manuscript stores
at Karanja in the Akola District, in conncction with the preparation
of the Provincial Catalogue of Sanskrit and Prakrit Mss. During
the course of my examination of about two thousand Mss.
existing there, I came upon statements of some  historical
importance. The results of labours there are embodicd in the Cata-
logue published by the Government, supplemented by some indepen-
dent articles contributed to various journals. I shall recount here a
few points of historical importance from them in order to illustrate
what sort of historical information can be gleancd even from works
mainly dealing with an entirely different subject. Before doing  so,
however, I just wish to draw the attention of the readers to a mo-
mentious discovery which the search of the Karanja Mss. has led to.
Up till very recently it was a great problem to the philologist as
to how the North Indian vernaculars such as Hindi Marathi, Gujrati,
and others originated. There is a vast difference between the cons-
truction of these languages and that of their remote ancestors,
namely, Sanskrit and Prakrits. A link was missing between the
two. From certain passages in Sanskrit and Prakrit works it was
known that there was in use, at one time, a language hich re-
presented the stage between the modern vernaculars and the classical
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Sanskrit and Prakrits. On thc authority of certain Prakrit grammars
this language was given the name of Apabhramsha, but no work
written entirely in this language could be brought to light for a
long time. When the famous German professor of the University of
Lonn, Dr. Hermann Jacobi visited India in 1914, he made a  diligeut
scarch for such a work. Fortunatcly for him and for Indian Philo-
logy, he at last succceded in finding out a work of that language
from a Jain Ms, storc in Ahamadabad. This was the Bhavisa-
dattakaha of Dhanapala written entircly in Apabhramsha. The
Professor copied it out for himself, and, shortly after his rcturn
to Germany he published this work in Roman characters with a
long introduction and copious notes in German, The same work,
from anothcer Ms., was subsequently published in the Gackwad Ori-
cntal Series of Baroda. This work remained practically alone in
the field till ny announcement of the existence of severil works of
this language in the Karanja temple stores, I have dealt with this
subject in some detail in a paper on '* Apabhramsha Literature "’
published in the Allahabad University Studies Vol. 1, The discovery
of these works opens a new and a very promising line of philologi-
cal research and it redounds chiefly to the credit of Berar.

I shall now proceed to describe bricfly a few historical data
elicited from the aforetaid works, The Mahapuram\ of Pushpadanta
Kavi is a voluminous work completed in 102 chapters. This work
is one of the new finds. In it we find frequent mention of a king
variously called Shubhatungadeva, Bhairavararendra, Vallabharaya
or Krishnaraya. This king is said to have vanquished and slain a
Chola king, The poct profuscly sings the praises of his patron
Bharat and his <on Nanna, both of whom wecre ministers of this
king in successin  From these praises much can be made out about
the good government of the king. A very important statement is
made by the poet at the beginning of the 87th chapter of his epic.,
In one b:autiful verse he says ‘‘ The city of Manyakheta which was
a treasure-house to the necedy and the hclpless, which was always
richly populated, which abounded in fiower-gardens, which was, in
short, a rival in bzauty to the city of the king of gods, that same
Manyakheta, so dcar {o the cultured, has been consumed by the
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fire of the wrath of the king of Dhara; where shall now the poet
Pushpadanta reside ? "

In this verse we find the poet clearly alluding to some acts of
vandalism wrought by some contemporary king of Dhara. This is
no place for me to go into a detailed discussion of these important
mentions of Pushpadanta: I have already dealt with it in one of
my articles. Thercin I have succeeded in identifying this king with
the Rashtrakuta king Krishna III who was reigning about 940 A. D.
at Manyakheta, the modern Malkheda in the Nizam’'s dominions,
and of whose kingdom Berar formed a part. The assertion that he
vanquished and slew a Chola king is found to be amply borne out
by epigraphical records. By a careful examination of all thedata
furnished by the work I have also sueceeded in establishing be-
yond doubt that the epic of Pushpadanta wascompleted on Sunday
the 11th June 965 A, D. and that in the verse above referred to the
poet has alluded to the invasion of king Shri Harsha of Dhara.
In the colophon of a previously well known Prakrit work the date
of the invasion of Shri Harsha is found to be stated.as 972 A. D.
If this date is taken to be correct, the event could not possibly be
referred to in 2 work completed seven years earlier. In my article
just referred to, I tried to explain this incongruity by certain con-
jectures, It is however, also likely that the invasion of Manyakheta
by Harsha took place in 962 A, D, and not in 972 A, D, as hitherto
supposed. I hope to discuss this question in an independent article.

Another statement of historical importance is found in the
Jwalamalini kalpa of Indranandi. In the colophon of this work
it is said that the author completed the work at Manyakheta in
Saka year 861 equivalent to 93) A.D. when Krishnaraja was reigning.
Obviously, this king has to b: identified with the same Iashtrakuta
king Krishna 1II. The importance of the statement lics in the fact
that it furnishes us with the earlicst date so far discovered for ihis
king. Uptil now the earliest record for him was of the Saka ycar
862 furnished by thc Deoli plates.

A third MS. tells us that the work was composed by the poect
Shrichandra at the request of a Jaina layman of the family of
Sajjana who was the story-teller of king Mularaja of Anhilwada.
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History tells us that there have been two kings of the name of
Mularaja in the Chalukya dynasty of Anhilwada in Gujrat one of
whom reigned from 1176 to 1178 A. D, I have reason to believe that our
poet flourished in the reign of this king Mularaja I, The fact that he
had aJaina story-teller by his side is significant in determining the relis
gious views of the king. The MS. in question contains a collection
of stories in Apabhramsha language., Some of its stories may turn
out to be of historical importance.

Yet another work named Sudarshans-charita tells us in its
concluding remarks that the work was completed by Nayanandl
in  Vikrama samvat 1100 equivalent to 1043 A. D., when king
Bhojadeva of Dhara was reigring. Incidentally, it also refers to
a great palace called ' Tribhuvana Narayana Shriniketa '’ built
by Bhoja. The mention of the date is important in as much as
it gives us the latest date hitherto discovered for the famous king
Bhoja. The dates discovered before this went upto 1042 A. D. only.

AT the end of another MS. it is stated that the MS. was com-
pleted by the scribe in Vikrama samvat 1468 when Virammadeva
was reigning at (Jopachala (Gwaliar). Another MS. refers itself
to the time of king Paramardideva ruling at Vilaspur. His-
torical research is gradually bringing to light many of the forgotten
ruling dynasties of ancient India and the discovery of such names of
kings and capital towns with dates can not but be of a very great
kelp in clearing up many obscure points.

It is not the ancient Hindu kings alone that have found mention
in these records, References are also found of the Muhammadan
tings. In the works of poet Ashadhara we find it rccorded that
when the forces of the Mlechchha king Sshebaddin Gauri infested
he poet’s native land Sapsdalaksha [ the country round Nagaar and
A jmer in Rajputana ] he, the poet, being molested, migrated with bis
vhole family to Dhara in Central India under the protection of king
7indhyavarra about 1193 A. D, History tells us that this was exactly
he time when Sahabuddin Gauri captured Dethi and Ajmer in quick
iccession and returned to Gazni the same year leaving his deputy
0 guard his dominions behind him in India,
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Now in the village of Mehker 42 miles south-west of Euldana, in
the temple of Balaj i, there is a broken Jain statue with a short inscript-
ion, dated Samvat 1272 ( A. D. 1215 ) recording that the stalue was de-
dicated by one Padmavati wife of Ashadhara. Both the name and the
date incline me to identify this Agshadhara with our fugitive poet of
the same name. In the poet’s own works the name of his wife is found
to be Saraswati which is only another name for Padmavati. On the
strength of this identification it may be supposed that the poet also
resided for some time within the boundaries of Berar and, probably, it
was here that he wrote his M ulnradhana--darpana, a manuscript of
which has, so far, been found only at Karanja and no where else. I have
given these details only to show how important even the mere mention
of a name and a date in such a brief rccord as an image inscription
might be for historical identification and proof.,

Yet another MS. records that the copy was made in samvat
1599 equivalent to 1542 A. D., when Shershah was reigning. The terms
in which the scribe mentions the king are significant. He says

¢ B -EmfSataiveendta  afvafy IaEmer
JqAF. ...

i, e, the MS. was completed during the reign of king Shershah of the
Suratrana or Spra branch of the Pathan dynasty, who became the
supreme lord of the whole earth by the valour of his own arms. This
is quite a true statement of historical facts that are already so well
known to us,

From what I have said so far, it is sufficiently clear whbat kind of
historical materials can be gathered from ancient Sanskrit and Prakrit
MSS. that otherwise deal with subjects entirely different from history.
I must confess here that I have in no way exhausted the possibilities
of historical research at the manuscript stores at Karanja, My examin-
ation of them was after all very brief as is evident from the fact that
for pressure of time I had to dispose off no less than 2000 MSS. in
e course of about three weeks, There are, moreover, large bundles
of Kanarese MSS. on palm leaves which I had to ignore entirely
for obvious reasons, New works are being discovercd almost every-
day, Of late a work has been rcported narrating, in Sanskrit, the life
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of the great Mugal Emperor Akbar with whom the author is said
to have been contemporaneous. Possibilities of historical light from
ancient literature are thus immense,

For the remote periods of Indian history folklore and literary
tradition are the chief existing materials. The celebrated kingdom of
Vidarbha, the ancient name of Berar, finds frequent mention in old
Sanskrit works, In the Bhagvat Purana it is said that Vidarbha
was so called from its being once ruled by a prince named Vidarbha,
one of the sons of Rishabhadeva who was the first apostle of the
Jainas and who, according to Hindu Puranas, was the fifth in descent
from Svayambhu-Manu, Many other derivations of the name of
Vidarbha or Berar are suggested, but it remains for future research
to show which of them is really true.

There is a village named Kaundinyapur some 20 miles north of
Amraoti which tradition identifies with the capital of that name of the
ancient kings of the Bhojakata dynasty who had frequent matrimonial
alliances with the Suryavanshi and Chandravanshi kings of the
north, the Raghu dynasty of Ayodhya being amongst them., Many
sites such as the Ambadevi temple of Amraoti andthe Dadhi
and Bhatkuli villages of Amraoti Taluka are yet pointed out asthe
scenes of the various incidents connected with the elopement of
Rukmini, the prircess of Kaupdinyapur, by Krishna the celebrated
Yadava king. The surrounding hills of Salbardi village on the border of
Berar are spoken of as the scene of the rambles of Sita during her exile
from Ayodhya by her adorable husband Rama. Many similar traditions
will be found current in various localitics, They are not to be atonce
accepted as true, but they can be dismissed at first hand neither. It must
always he borne in mind that there is no fiction without a back-
ground. 1t is the business of a researcher to reach the stratum of
truth by penetrating through the thick mass of mythology and
fiction, This he can do by a careful collaboration and sifting of all
possible evidences on the point.

So much for the remote history of ancient India, When we
come to more historical times we stand on surer grounds. There is
a passage in Kalidasa’s Malavikagoimitra which says that when
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Agnimitra, son of Pushyamitra was ruling over Vidisha ( Bhilsa?)
as his father’s viceroy, he espoused the cause of one Madhavesensa
who was imprisoned by his cousin Yajnagena, King of Vidarbha
( Berar) and, after defeating the latter, divided the kingdom of Vidarbha
between the two cousins, each ruling over one side of the river
Varada (Wardha ). Agnimitra is also said to have appointed a
certain Viraseua, who was a man of inferior caste, but a brother
of the king’'s consort, to the command of frontier fortress on the
bank of the Narmada.

There are some sites in Berar which possess monuments of the
Buddhist period. Patur is onc of such villages, This village is
situated 20 miles south of Akola. It contains two rockcut Buddhist
caves. It is said that there was a Sanskrit inscription cut on the
rock above the caves. Dut that portion of the rock has peeled off
and the inscription is unfortunatcly not now forthcoming. There
are, however. short inscriptions cut upon the pillars and architraves
of the caves in very old letters. These have not yet been read, but
they appear to be names of pilgrims who visited the sacred place
from time to {ime in the past. As I have said above, even the
mention of a name in an ancient record may sometimes be helpful
in solving a knotty point of history. It is very dcsirable therefore,
that these ancient inscriptions be deciphered. A diligent exploration
of the site is sure to prove fruitful.

We have another Iuddhist rockcut temple at Salbardi a village
40 miles north-east of Amraoti on the border of Berar. This is a
monument of great interest and wonder as the whole temple with
its pillars and architraves is cut out of a single piece of rock, It
contains an image of Puddha with two persons on either side
carrying a whisk. Under the pedestal there is the representation of
a Buddhist Jataka story., Unforlunately, somebody has broken off
the head of Buddha. The hall and the verandah in front of the
sanctum arc well carved. A few yards away there is another
monastery on a somewhat grander scale, also cut out of a single
solid rock. For some rcason or other, however, this monastery
was not completed. It seems to have been abandoned when it was
almost complete. The reason of this is yet to be investigated, There
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are cvidences to prove that at one time Berar was more or less
wholly under the sway of Buddhism. It was here that Nagarjuna,
the celebrated founder of the Madbyamika school of Buddhist philo-
sophy was born. When the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsiang visited
India in the 7th century A. D., he found a Buddhist king ruling in
these parts from Bhandak in the Chanda district. The monuments
descrihed above seem to date from this period. The unfinished
temple must have been uuder the chisel of the sculptor when, about
this time, with the ascendance of the Rashtrakuta dynasty and
the influenee of Shankaracharya’s crusade, Buddhism in this coun-
try had perhaps a precipitate fajl, The traditions which have grown
up in regard to thesc¢ places show how keen the persecution was.
It could not tolerate the reminiscence of Buddhistic names, Stories
were invented appropriating all the places as residences of Rama or
Shiva or their retainers. The two monasteries are now known as
¢ (thode ki vayaga ’ and ‘Ghode kin lid’ meaning stables of Mahade-
va's horses. The entrances which have become disintegrated are
stated to have been eaten off by the horses for want of sufficient fodder,

Another monument of this place may also be mentioned here,
At a small distance from the Buddhist temples are the dilapidations
of a fortress within which stands a hall known as * Babu khan ki
kacheri, ' When we visited the place I drew the attention of my
eompanions to a figure of Ganesh carved on the gate of this hall,
from which it was evident that the gate was appropriated from some
medieval Hindu temple. The whole structure, infact, secmns to have
been built with material of such demolished temples, Babukhan
is said to have been a famous dacoit of the Mugal times.

During the period quickly following the departure of Hinen
Tsiang, Berar came under the rule of a dynasty of kings known as
Vukntakas. A geneology of these kings is found in a copperplate
inscription discovered at Chawnmak, a village four miles from Elli-
chpur, in the Amraoti district. The Vakatakas were succeeded by
the Chalukyas and the Rashtrakutas successively. Two very impor-
tant copperplate inscriptions of the Rashtrakutas have been discovered,
though not within the present-day boundaries of Berar but still quite
close to its present-day boundaries. One of these was discovered at
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Deoli, a village cleven miles from Wardha, It refers itself to the
time of king Krishnarsya III. The geneology of the Rashtrakuta
kings given in this inscription has solved many difficulties concerning
this dynasty. The contents of this grant helped me much in identi-
fying the king mentioned by Pushpadanta kavi in his Mahapurana,
with this same Krishna III as said above. There are many other
historical facts for which the grant under discussion is remarkable.
It proves, beyond doubt, that the main branch of the Rashirakuta
family, namely that of Malkhed, sprang from the Sat,yaki line
of the Yadava race and that it was known by the name of Tanga.
Dantidurga, who is the first king in this record, is said to have
established his sovereignty over the whole of Maharashtra exten-
ding from the Narmada in the north to the Tuogabhadra in the
south. His successor Krishna | excavated the famous temple of
Kailash at Ellora. Nripa Tunga, the sixth king of this line.
founded the city of Manyakhem, His son Krishna II, also known
as Akalavarshes, frightened the Gurjar, destroyed the pride of
Lats and taught humility to the Gaudas, and his command was
obeyed by the Anga, the Kalinga, the Ganga and thc Magadba.

The other inscription is that of Krishna I, discovered at
Bhandak in the Chanda District. In it are recorded names of some
villages which were, uptil now, variously identified. Very recently,
however, Mr. )jkshit on the data furnished by Mr. Y. K. Deshpande
has found out their correct identifications. According to him the
inscription, being a grant of a village by Krishnaraj, was, in fact,
jssued when the king was encamping in the Yeotmal district.
Nandiparadvari of the inscription where king Krishnaraj had his
encampment is identiied with the modern Nandur. The position
of this village also makes it very auitable for camping ground for
which it i3 even now utilized. The scarcity of water in Berar,
which must have made itself felt than as now, makes it incumbent
upon armies to choose convenient sites on the banks of rivers, It
was natural, therefore that Krishuaraju touring in the height of
summar, the time recorded being the month of June, should
encamp by the side of a perennial river such asthe river Bembla
flowing by the side of Nandur, is. The village Naganapuri of

12
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the inscription is identified with the modern Gavapori or Ganori.
The revenues of this village were granted by Krishnaraja to
a temple of Aditya or Sun God at Udumbsramanti which is
identified with the modern Umraoti or Rani Umraotj. The
prefix Rani was added to the name of this village some shree cen-
turies ago when it came into the possession of the Rana Rajputs
from Udaipur the present descendants of which family, though con-
verted to Muhammadanism, are still the Deshmukhs of the village.
Incidentally, the mention of a temple of the sun and of an
endowment of a village to it by the sovereign ruler of the kingdom,
in a record of the 7th century, shows the prevalence and popularity
of Sun-worship during that period in Berar, This form of worship
which was at one time very popular through out northern India, is
now almost extinclt here as elsewhere. We find no temples dedi-
cated exclusively to Sun-worship now.

All the above mentions and identifications are significant in many
ways and they invest Yeotmal with an importance hitherto unknown,

Of late, a discovery of 1800 silver coins is reported from
Dhamori in Amraoti Taluka, The coins refer themselves to the
time of the Rashtrakuta king Krishnaraja. On one side of these
coins we have the bust representation of the king and on the reverse
a short inscription which runs as follows:--

AR ATHET AR STFOTTS

Even this brief inscription enables us to infer that the King
was a Shaiva or the follower of Shiva and also a sun-worshipper.
The latter fact is corroborated by the grant of a village to the
temple of the Sun-god as mentioned above,

There i3 a tradition with regard to the subversion of the native
rule in Berar and the foundation of the Muhammadan rule. It is
said that about the 11ith century A. D. a Jaina king named lla was

reigning at Elichpur which he founded after his own name., QOn
one occasion he mnaltreated a Musalman Fakir who called upon a

prince of Ghazni, Shah Dulah Rahman for redress. The latter,
abandoning his nuptials which he was then celebrating, immediately
marched against Elichpur, A fierce contest took place between the
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two princes both of whom were slain in the battle, The Muhammadar
forces ultimately trivmphed and they . established a Muhammadan
rule in Berar for the first time, This tradition is found mentioned
in the Parsian work Tawarikhi-amzadi and it is supported by local
tradition only. The point that the Jaina king Ila gave Elickpur its
name is disputable. In old Sanskrit and Prakrit works this place
is found mentioned under the name of Achalapura or Achchalapur,
The famous grammarian Hemachandra has framed a particular rule
of grammar to justify the change of Achalapur to Alachpur, In the
Jaina image inscriptions of Mukt,aglri, a place of pilgrimage few
miles from Elichpur, we find the place mentioned by its ancient
name Achalpura., On the other hand there are facts which go to
suggest that Ila and Shah Dulah Rahman were historical personages.
Some temples of Muktagiri are reputed to have been built by king
Ila and there are various monuments at Elichpur associated with
the name of Shah Dulah Rahman, There is a Dargah of Shah
Dulah Rahman containing his tomb and that of his mother,
Unfortunately, there is no inscription on the tomb of either. Major
Haig is of opinion that the shrine is probably a tomb erected to the
memory of Shujatkhap, Dilawarkban, Rustamkhan, and Babadar
khan, generals of Firoz Shah Bahmani, who were slain in a battle
at Kherla in 1400 A. D. There is also a gate called Dulah
Raiman Darwsjah, and this has thice inscriptions, But they are
all of a much later date. One of them gives the name of the gate
not as Dulah Rahman Darwaza, but as ¢ Dare Rahman ? and states
that it was constructed in the reign of Shah Alam in the Hijri ycar
1180 corresponding to 1766 A, D, The question of Shah Duluh
Ruhman and lja’s historicity, therefore, still rcmains controversial
snd calls for further research on the point. For this task there is
ample scope at Ellichpur itself, which is full of antiquarian remains,
It has, infact, been rightly said that the history of Ellichpur is the
history of the whole province of Berar, More than 50 stone
inscriptions have already been found out here. These, however,
do not go far back in antiquity, the oldest of them being dated
in Hijri 991 equivalent to A, D, 1583. Some of them are of very
recent date and record either the date of somebody’s death or
the day on which the repairs of certain buildings were carried
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out, They are, never the less, all important in one way or another,
We have seen the contents of one of the three inscriptions on
Dalah Rahman Darwaza, The other two inscriptions record the
names of the local administrators, namely [smaitkhan and his Naib
or assistant Alafkhan, and also the name of Asafednuran
Nizamulmulk, the Imperial Governor of the Deccan. The two
inscriptions of Adalpur Darwazas record the name of the gate as
Babur Rahman, and state that it was constructed by Nawab Ismail
khan Pathan in A.D. 1773, From similar other inscriptions we
learn that Nagari Darwaza was constructed in A. D. 1768, Malipura
gate in 1769 A. D, during the governorship of Nawab Nizamalikbun
aud the Hirapur gate in A, D. 1769, Similarly, from the inscriptions
in Masjids we learn that the Jami Masjid was repaired by
Afimardankhan in A. D. 1696 during the reign of Aurangzeb, the
Chank Masjid was built by a Turapian Mirza beg khan in A.D.
1708 and that Guliam Husain’s Masjid and Monastery were conse
tructed in A, D, 1764,

Of the twenty three known inscriptions on tombs, the most
important is that of Nawab Ismail khan who figured so often in the
construclion of the Ellichpur city gates. He died in A. D. 1775.
He was an Afghan of Sulemanzaij tribe and a Musuhadavi. He was
the local administrator of Ellichpur and his ancestors and descen-
dants occupicd important posts under the Nizam.,

A number of inscribed tombs belong to Namdar's family being
the most important farrily of Ellichpur. Some inscriptions are mere
quotations from Kuran without the names of individuals whom they
were intended to commemorate. Most of these records are in Persian
and a few of them in Urdu,

One of the gates of the enclosure round the shrine of Shah
Dulsh Ruhman was built by Maharsja Raghoji Bhonsla as is
evident from an inscription on it dated A, D. 1781. The southern
gate of the same enclosure was built by his brother M udhoji in the
same year as a thanks-gjving for victory over his brother Raghuji
Two other inscriptions on a smaller gate record the date of the
construction of a mausoleum and a pillar by M udhoji as a thanks
giving for the fulfilment of his desires in A. D, 1776. Whatever may
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have been the purpose behind these plous deeds on the part of the
orthodox Muhratta kings, they could not have failed to secure for
their authors the best sympathies of their Muhammadan subjects.

The next place of importance in Amraoti district is the
Gawilgarha fort near Chikalda and 60 miles from Amraoti, This
place was formerly {he fortress capital of Berar. There are three
inscriptions, the oldest bcing that of Fatah-ullah-Imad-ul-mulk, the
first independent king of Berar, It is on the southwestern gate of
the fort known as Pir Fatah Darwaza and is much weather-beaten
and fragmentary, It records that Iatah-ullah Imadul-mulk repaired
the Jami Masjid in the rcign of Shahabuddin Mubammadshah
Bahmani. The date given is 1488 A. D, We know from other sources
thal only two years after this date Fatahullah proclaimed his indepen-
dence. According to Ferishta the Gawilgarha fort was built by
Ahpiad Shah Bshmani I in A. D. 1425. But no older inscriptions
than the one we have just noticed have so far come to light.

On the bastion known as Burji Bahram, in the south-western
face of the fort their is a grandiloquent record which runs as
follows:~~

* In Gawilgarh Bahram built a bastion,

The like of which the eye of time has ncver seen;
He carricd it to such a height

That the planet Saturn takes his ease in its shelter *’

Bahram appears to have been the Kiladar of Gawilgadh under
Muartiza Nizim Shah of Ahmadnagar. The above mentioned record
bears the dute 1577 4. D. At this time it seems Murtiza Nizam Shah
was apprehending that Akbar would march on Berar and this was
probably the rcason for spending money on the defence of Gawil-
gadh. On one of the battlements of the outer fort there is a long
Sanskrit inscription in 22 lines each about 5 ft. long. Thce stone
is rough and the engraving not very deep; hence it is difficult to
read it. It, however, seems to record the birth of a child in the
house of Burhan Imad Shah in the year 1557 A. D. The details
of the date alone ogcupy 5 or 6 lines.

In the district of Akola, I have already mentioned Karanja
as the possessor of two very important and ancient M3, stores.

16



H. RESEARCH IN BERA!E

The town is also rich in ancient monumental buildings. The walls
of the ancient citadel are now broken for the most part, but the
gates are still preserved. One gate bears an inscription. There
is an ancient and big tank known as Rishitalab or the tank of the
sage. According to local tradition a sage named Karanja lived there
and he gave the place the name that it now bears, When I was
at Karanja examining the MS, stores I was told that there is in
possession of an inhabitant of the place a Sanskrit work named
Karanja-Mshatmya or panegyric of Karanja. I tried to get this
work for perusal but I could not. It might contain something about
the antiquity of the place. There are many ancicnt Hindu and Jaina
temples at Karanja. The temples of Kapiukshl devi, Ekukshi
devi, Kholesvara Mahadeva are ancient and are reputed to have
been built by Lord Ramchandra himself, It is probable however
that they were really constructed by the Yadava King Ramchandra
of Deogiri who was vanquished by Alanddin Tuglak in A. D. 1294.
The temples of Siddhesv.ra Mahadeva, KesavaraJa and Halaji were
constructed by an officer of the Nizam. There is a mosque which
is said to have been built during the time of Aurangzcb with mate-
rials got from the demolition of an old Hemad Panthi Hindu temple,
The most important Jaina temples are three and they are the scats
of Pontifs of three different branches of the Digambara Jaina commu-
nity. There arc many things of architectural intercst in these temples
and the inscriptions on images that they contain are also important,

Akola itself has many inscriptions on slabs l¢t into {he walls of
the town, and the citadel. They are in some cases at such a height
from the ground that they can not be reached by the ordinary
ladders, Many of these are wea.her-beaten and undecipherable,
The Dahibhanda gate of the town bears the following inscriptions:—
In the reign of the Emperor Aurangzeb Alawgir. the Ghazi, the
Nawab Asadkhao, prime minister being Jagirdar and Khwaja
Abdul Latif being manager of the Jagir, in the 46th year of his
reign, corresponding to Hizri 1114 (or A, D, 1702) Asadgadh the
fort of Asad was completed. "' Other inscriptions record the building
of the different bastions and gates of ihe eitadel under various
emperors,
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Forty miles from Akola is the fort of Narnala which was for-

merly almost equal to Gawilgadh in importance. According to
Firishta, the Mughal chronicler, Narnala fort was repaired when
Gawilgadh was built in 1425 A, D. by Ahmad shah Vali Bahmani.
There are four inscriptions, all in Persian characters, two of which
are cut over the beautiful Mahakali gate, one on a gun known as
the Naugazi top or nine-yard-gun, and the fourth on a slab let
into a wall of the small masjid inside the fort, It is said that there
was formerly an inscription in the Jami masjid also recording
the fact that it was built by Mahabatkhaa in A. D, 1509 but the

mosque is now in ruins and the incription seems to bz hopelessly
lost, The upper inscription of the Mahakali gate opens with the
date 1487 and the names of four suceessors of Muhammad, from
which it becomes clear that the builder of the gate was a Suonni,
The words of * on the date of the victory ' at the beginning of
the inscriptions probably rcfer to the slaughter of the Turki Amirs
and troops at Lidar at the instigation of Nizam-ul-molk Bahri,
carried out under the orders of Falahullah Imadul-mrulk. ‘T'he seconc
inscription records the genealogy of Bahmani kings from Muhammac
Shah to Mahmud Shah, Major Haig has examined this gencalog)
and declarcd it to be inaccurate in some points, The gun inscrip
tion states that it was cast when the Dakkhnis or Southerner:
ruled and that Allubaig, the slave of the Imperial Gourt, having
arrived at Narnala in A, D. 1680 mounted it on the knoll whict
nobody did before, although the gun had been captured 150 year
ago. It is evident that Alt,nbaig was proud of his achievement
The gun, according to theinscriptions, was caplured in A, D. 1534
This cannot have been the date of its capture by the Mughals
for Akbar who was the first of that dynasty to invade Berar di
not ascend the throne till 1556 A.D.

Other places in Akola district, where inscriptions of historlc:
importance exist are a3 follows--

The village Patur, in addition to the ancient Buchst cave
which I have already referred to, has an inscription carved on
slab at the shrine of Sheikh Babu recording that the buildi
was erccted in A, D, 1606, in the time of Khan-i-Khana the so
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of Bairam khan, In the interior of the shrine the chronogram
gives the date of death as A, D. 1388.

At Balapur 16 miles from Akola there is an inscription over
the principal gateway of the outer fort. It is not easily accessible
and has become much weather-beaten. It is said to record that the
fort was completed in A, D. 1757 by Iswail khan, the first Nawab
of Ellichpur under the Nizams. Another inscription at the Rauza
massjid of the same village records that the mosque was built in
1737 A.D. by Mirza Amap sher baig as a memorial to his father.

At Barsi Takli, 12 miles from Akola there is a long Sanskrit
inscription which is very much damaged. It is dated in A. D. 1176
which is the date of the building of the Bhavani temple in which
the inscription exists, It mentions many namcs of the Yadava
kings of Devagiri and also records some historical events of their
times. It probably gives a geneology of a collateral branch of
the Yadava fymily which had Takli, called in the inscriptions Tekli,
as their capital. This inscription deserves to be more carefully examined
and studied.

At Panch gawhan, about 40 miles from Akola there existsa
number of tombs with Persian inscriptions. One of theseis that of a
saint Mir Muhammad Yusuf Nekoam. He and his four sons were
military officers. The inscription over his tomb records that during
the reign of Jahangir, Neknam and his relatives had fought with the
rcbels in the Deccan.  He himself fell ina battle in A. D. 1616, as did
his son Mir Muhammad Husain who was a Fouzdar and Kiladar
in the service of the Mughal Emperors.

At Akota 28 miles north of Akola there are two Persian inscriptions,
one on the Jami Masjid and the other on Mir Nazar Khusro's
Mauusoleum. The former recites that during the reign of Alamgir
( Aurangzeb ) who surpassed the ocean in gencrosity, one Muhammad
Ashraf destroyed a temple and built a mosque in its place in A. D.
1667, Inthe local Hirdu temple there is an inscription which is
illegible.

In the Buldana district, at Amarpur, there is a Sanskrit inscript-
ion in the temple of Bhavani which refers itsell to the reign of
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Shrimat Pratap Chakravarti Simhavedeva, The date of the
record is 1211 A, D, from other epigraphical records found in the
Nizam’s dominions we know that Simhanw was one of the most
powerful Yadava sovereigns of Deogiri. Some 50 records of this king
are known which state that he defeated Jullaldeva, Ballala the
Hoysala king and Bhoja of Kolhapur whose kingdom he annexed
and that he humbled the sovereign of Malwa and won other victories.

Inscriptions are also known to exist at Malkapur, Rohankheda
Shekarkhelds or Fateh khelda, Mehkar, Satgaon, Lonar, and
Tarapur in the Buldana district., Sirpur and Pinjor in the Akola
district, Amaer and Dhanora in the Amraoti district, and Satephal
and Wuan in the Yeotmal district.

Here I must bring to a close my brief survey of the many old
materials useful for historical research in Berar. I have given many
dates and facts in the hope that they will give some idea of the
nature of information that may be gathered from these sources.
Indian History is being constantly recasted in the light of new data
discovered almost every day. Berar, as I have already pointed out,
is a province of time-honoured antiquity and it has produced from
time t<l) time supreme rulers, valiant warriors and poets of wide and
everlasting fame, It is natural, therefore, that it should possess vast
materials of historical research, Unfortunately, a diligent search has
not yet been made in this direction. The attention of the Archaeo+
logical department has not yet been drawn towards the many
anclent sites of this province where exploration and excavation is
bound to be fruitful. 1 know not how you will receive it if I
suggest that with the assistance of the interested public, an Archaeo-
logical committee be formed to draw out a plan for research on
the lines at present imperfectly indicated here. We can be sure of
the help of the Archacological department in this matter, once the
work is launched on definite lines. 1t is a pity that our own
Upiversity, along with some other Universities of our country, has
not yet been able to institute a chair for Ancient Indian History,
This accounts, to a great extent, for want of interest and zeal in
the young students for historical research. Folklore, literary
trditaon, contemporary literature, ancient monuments and all the
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various kinds of inscriplions are fertile sources of history. Only they
call for patient study, diligent sifting and impartial judgment. Much
can be done by carrying a camera and the neccssary materials
of taking the hand rubbing of inscriptions when one goes about
on tours and trips. for faithfully recording whatever one sees of
historical interests to b: studied at leisure.®

* A paper read before the King Edward College Historical Society.
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The Box-headed Characters in use
in Mahakosa]a

Pandit Lochan Prasad Pandeya
Hon. Secretary, Mahakosal Historical Society, Balpur C, P,

S ——

In Mahakosala-the present chhathisgarh Division and its surrounding
territories-quite a good number of copper charters in the box--headed
characters has bzen found. Our Society (the Maha Kosala Histo-
rical Society ) has the credit of un--earthing not less than three sets
of copper plates rocorded in the very same alphabet, between 1929
to 1932, A unique silver coin with a legend on it in beautifal
box--headed characters was recorded by me a few years ago and
it forms. a mumismatic gem of our society. No inscriptions in
box-headed type have yet been known to exist in C, P, & Berar.
either on rocks or loose stone-slabs. The only carving on a tiny
stone-piece in this characler is the ¢ Sea]—Stamp”' discovered in a
village named Mahurzari about 7 miles from the Nagpur city on the
Nagpur-Katol road. This seal-stamp contains only a legend of four
letters in a straight line carefully inscribed in the reverse. It reads
3IQHIE meaning carefulness. The existence of such a seal would
mean to show that the documents to which it was affixed were
to be handled with care or that they were confidential or it may
relate to the followers of a particular section on {qH[E in the
Buddhist canonical work Dhammapda. According to the Besnagar
inscription, it may have connection with the Vaishnava sect as is
evident from the following:—-

A srga oA -3z ane
qafa & 1 T/ qRT ANAY ||

This is not the place to deal with this phase of the legend, We
have only to consider the use of the particular character. Let us

* This scal was discevered by Dr. Huntar Prof. of Morris College. It is
in his posscssion. The Sharadashram has got in its collection its impression
on lack, ~-Editor,
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now examine these documents with a view to fix the age of the
script used in them. This script known among scholars as the
box-headed characters, has been classed as of Northern India variety
and Southern India variety,

The age of the Southern India variety of this character is fixed
between 5th & 6th centuries A. D. To quote Professor G. Jouveau-
Dubreail*:—

“ We know that in the midile of the Vth century the Gupta-
Vakatakas were very powerful in the Deccan. I call gupta-Vakatakas
those kings of the Vakatakas dynasty who were the sons, Grandsons
or greal-grandsons of queen Prabhavati,x daughter of Devagupta
( Chandrh Gupta II), We know that this queen was the regent of
the kingdom during the minority-of her son; and the plates of Prof.
Pathak (Ind. Ant 1912 - p, 215) which are dated in the time of this
princes, bear on the seal not the genealogy of the Vakatakas but
of the Guptas. The descendants of this queen considered themselves
to be as much Guptas as Vakatakas, They adopted a very peculiar
alphabet which spread a quear$ fashion in the V century, in the
empire of the Guptas, at the time of Chandra-Gupta II. ( Buhler
* Ind. Paleography ''~-Ind. Ant. Vol. XXXIII p. 64 ). This has been
styled the * box-headed” alphabet. I distinguish two sorts of
¢ box ’ placed at the head of the letters: the *true box ' & the

‘false box ’ of which the former is * formed by sinking for short
in Shape of a square and bearing a block of stonc or copper in the

centre of them. {Gupta Inscriptions The * false box ” is more
simple. Page 19 ) the sculptor or engraver has simply removed a
sufficiently large square surface at the head of each letter,

* Ancient History of the Deccan (1920) p. 97.

% Copperplate grant of this queen was found at Ritpur in Amracti District,
ftis at present deposited with Bharat Itihas Samshodhak mandal of Poona. It is
on Box headed character. The grant was published in Bh. It. Sam. quarterly
Vol. Il pages 89 cf. Indian Antiquary 1924 pages 98 two other journals:...

Editor.
% There is ncthing of the sort. No doubt, this alphabet has its own

peculiaritics. But when examined critically the letters turn out to be a modi-
fied & artistically executed form of the famous Nagri Script. When looking
ot the Thakurdiya plates, my youngest son aged about six years cried out

of joy the ether day that he could read, the letter & (of HEE ) &T
((of 918 ) without anybody's help. (L.P. P.)
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As an example of the * true box ', we may take the Balaghub
plates (Ep. Ind. Vol, IX page 268 ) of Prithivishena I and ail the
plates of Pravarasena 1I (chama, Siwani and Dudia ), "

G. Jouvcan-Dubrvill the author of * Ancient History of the
Deccan, after examining a number of characters in box-headed
characters & ascertaining about the use of this type writes ~-

The plates of Mangalur and Pikira of the son of Vishnuogopa
are not box-headed, we may therefore say that from 500 a. D. the
box-headed method disappeared. The same phenomenon is to be
seen in the Kadaumba documents. the plates of Mrigesa and Mandhatri
are in box-headed. but those of kavivarman are not Thercis
room to think that Mrigesa and Mandhatri rcigned from 475to
500 A. D. and were contemporaries of Simhavarman and V.shuugopa;
and that Ravivarman regined after 500 A, D. when the box- mc.hod
had disappearcd from the Deccan. *’

The above statement helps us to arrive at the conclusion that
in the Deccan the box-headed character was in usc upto 500 A, D,
The f{ollowing table gives the synchronissation of the Diynasties
referred to above::—
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Now to turn to Kosala. We have three dynasties in Mahakosala
whose documenis are engraved in the box-headed characters:—-

(I)  Vakatakas

(II)  Somavamsi Guptas of S'’ripur,

(II) S'arabhpur kings-Mahasudeva & Mahajayaraja & Maha
Pravararaja,

(I) The Vakatakas had their capital at JICg{# which place has
not yet been identified, But if this place was somewhere in the
Siwepi (Seoni) Dist. or in the south of the Jubbalpur Dist. as
suggested by some antiquarian, we may safely class them as a
powerful dynasty of central India or Kosala, although the ‘* Ancient
History of the Deccan *’ has about them as follows'—-

Of all the dynasties of the Deccan that have reigned from the
IIf to the VI century, the most gloriour, the most important, the
one that must be given the place of honour, the one that has the
greatest influence on the civilisation of the whole of the Deccan, is
unquestionably the illustrious dynasty of the Vakatakas, (page7l
chapter IV, )

The same History further describes;--

“In 450 A. D the Vakataka empire had the following boundaries;
in the north it was separated by the Narmada from the kingdom
of Ujjain where reigned the illustrious emperor Kumar-Gupta I
In the east was the vassal state of Raypur of which we shall speak
further: the king Maha-Xudeva had Sarabhpur for his capital. In
the south-east was situated the kingdom of the Vishnukundins over
which Madhavavarman I was reigning at Vengi In south west, the
river Bhima scparated the Vakataka empire from that of the
Kadambas whose king Santivarman was the ‘‘ mastir of the entire
Karnnata region one  of his capitals was Palasika (Halsi in
Belgaum ). In the west the Traikutss occupied the coast province

* From the extent of the rule of Wakatakas Vidarbha o+ Berar can be
found to be in the centre It may not be surprision to find its cagital some-
where in Berar or Marathi C. P. Many granta were issued from Ramtek.
Attention of the researchists is directed if Paonar in Wardha District oe
Mansar in Nagpur District could be identified as Provarpur of the Wakatakas’

w-EJditor.
26



B, H,C. IN MAHAKOSALA

of Aparanta, Thus the Vaka‘akas reigned over an empire that
occupied a very central position and it is through this dynasty that the
high civilisation of the Gupla c¢mpire and the Sanskrit culture in
particular spread throughout the Deccan, "’

The alphabet of the charcters of this dynasty is box-headed.
Apparently it was used between, III & IV centuries A, D. About
the Sarabhpur kings, we know very little, In 1932 I was able to
discover one charecter at Thakurdiya in the Sarangarh state C. P,
It was issued from Sripur by one Maha Pravararaja, son of
Manamatra, who in turn was the son of Prasannamatra, whose
silver coin our Society posscsses as stated clsewhere. The Thakurdiya
plates ar: recorded in the box-hcaded characters, like those of
Mahasudevaraja & Mahajayaraja, whose charactcrs were issued from

S’arabhpur-yet unidentificd. In all probability the S'arabhpur kings
were vassals of the Vakatakas or of the Somavanshi Guptas of

S'ripur & their rule may be placed between IV & V centuries A, D.
Somavanshi Gupta of S'ripur are wellknown to scholars of Indian
History. They had their capital at Sripur and assumed the title of

FS AT & ﬁmﬁ'ﬂﬁq from time to time. The genea-

logy of this dynasty is as follows:—-

Udayana of Pandu Vams'a

Indravala
|
Nannadeva
|
(Maha S'iva) Tivararaja ——-—-——————-——— - Chandra Gupta
|
or
Tivaradeva Harsha Gupta
|
S'ivagupta
(Balarjuna)

The dates of the above mentioned kings have not yet been
definitely fixed. Two sels of copper plates belonging to Maha S'iva
Tivararaja have been found, Kajeri Plates No. (172 of C, P, Inscrip-
tions) and Baloda Plates of Tivaradeva { No. 171 of C. P, Inscriptions )
These are in the box-headed characters,
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From S'iva Gupta Balarjuna’s time box-headed type disappears
from Mahakosala, as the stone inscription better known by the
name of ‘' S'irpur Lakshman Temple-stone inscription of Maha-
Sivagupta '' (No. 174 of C. P. Inscriptions) is recorded in the
Kutil characters. Although this inscription in un-dated, it mentions

one @EI'WT of the family which had become great by its overlord-
ship over the Magadh country. (WWWEHT Wﬂ:@% Qﬁ‘ﬂ]ﬂ)
1 have trizd to indentify this ﬁ«‘iﬂﬂﬂ whose daughter queen Vagata,
was MahaSivedeva Balarjun’s mother] with the ﬁf@ff prince
({éﬂ'ﬂﬁ son of Is'ana Varma who was reigning in 611 Vikram
Samvat = 554 A, D. [ (\vide @aviel R@ew—awad ahE

(Wﬂ_) February 1916 p. 80) :| The reign of two kings E‘ﬁ'{[ﬂ

& his son ﬂinriﬁ Wéﬂ can well cover a period of about 40
years. Taking this into consideration we can suppose that Maha-~
Siva Tivaradeva was living about 514 A, D, .Hisreign, thus will
fall about the ¢nd of the 5th century A, D,

The age of the box-headed type in Kosala cin be accepted to
be between 300 A. D, to 500 A.D. The statement in some works
about the age of the Baloda, Rajim, Arany, Raipur & Khariyar
Plates needs correction. All these plates are recorded in the
box-headed type which can in no way, be attributed ‘to the
8th or 9th ' century A. D. Their dates are decidedly earlier.

P. S. The box-hezded characters were in use in Orissa Trikalinga
over which the Somavaus'i kings of S'ripur (Mahakosala) had
sway. My friend Pt. Satyanarayan Rajaguru of Partakhemandi
( Ganjam-Madras) tells me that the Korashauda copper plate
Grant of Visakhvarman are recorded in the box-headed characters.
Pt, Rajaguru has Published this character in the journal of the
Bihar & Orissa Rescarch Society for June 1928. In this paper he
calls the script as Kutil but later on he corrects this mistakes, and
writes to me that the inscription is recorded in box-headed characters

same as those of the characters of Tivaradeva and of S'arabhpur
kings. He says:--'' In this copper plate grant a nameless Samvat is
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mentioned which denotes simply 138. It may be the S’aka Samvat

or an undiscovered Samvut of Kalinga itself. We do not find the
name of Vig'ukhavarma in the History of Kalinga, as well as of
Orissa, From this copperplate grant we come to know that

Vijuya-S'ripur was the capital of Visakhavarma., Unless more
information about thi: king is gathered. we are not able to come
to any definite conclusion as to his capital or the time about which
he flourished. *'

I quote the text below to furnish the reader with an addi-
tional materials for invistiga.ion into the use of box-headed type in
Kalinga & Orissa,

&t faTm MR 9w gd IHAERE TEAE ¢ o WG
RrTaaAl TR e® quier airE WA TS ¢
HIANAT REIT ¢ ATHTSTHATTIACTZNETT® T,
H Plate 1st side
FEHETGAAT 44 ¢ TATHRA AFEACH T
SHERA FA SIFTING TRET AP A
G WoeF e areRy, wfgarad, s, ara, A

11 Plate 2nd side

FREERANI Aty ¢ gsveEE
FAulT S WA AT G99 L3R A 0 RAE e
¥} q ATENAEA B

Il Plate 1st side

g AT TGN IPIN : 39 TW
AN ¢ A R T wS || A 9 agend
& ARM =Y ATREET ¥ AT TE A )




THE ANTIQUITIES OF MAHURZIRI.

Doctor G« A. P. HHuntexr M, A, D, Phil, 1, E.S. Nagpur,

The Central Provinces in India are a promising field for Archao-
logical research, The finds cover a wide period of time, from the

copperolate records of medizval dynasties to the palaolithic flints
of prehistoric man.

A period that appears to be particularly well represented is the
Gupta period - about the 5th century A.D. The builders of this
period used a very distinctive brick 16-17°' x 10~11"* x 3-3}"', that is
found abundantly on eroded sites in the Nagpur district, and
probably elsewhere; while fragments of the same, broken up by
tillage, are to be found in the necighbouring fields.

Upon a cursory inscription one might be inclined to connect
these brick remains with the rude megalithic monuments - stone
circles - that are found in close proximity to some of the most
conspicuous brick sites, as at Mahurziri, 2 miles north of the 7th
milestone from Nagpur on the Katol road. The fact however that
many of these slone circle areas, such as Junapani, are remote from
any brick remains, while importent brick sites, such as Mansur, are
remote from any stone circles, suggests that they b:long to different
cultures, and that their occasional association is accidental.

‘The stone circles are very numerous, They number hundreds
in the Nagpur district alone. Few of them have been classed as
protected monuments; which is a pity, as the roadmakers and
menders have a tendency to utilize them as road-metal. As far
as I k¥ ow none have been scientifically excavated: though a few
have been dug up by amateurs, and more by peasants hoping to
find precious metal, Judged by surface evidence they are similar to
those of Hyd.rabad and Madras; and their excavation might ‘be
expected to amplify the valuable knowledge obtained from those
sites {See E. M. Hunt, * Hyderabad cairns, ' J. H. A, M, July 1916.;
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ANTIQUITIES O’ MAHURZIRI,

and ‘ Hyderabad Cairn Burials and their Significance. ' J. R, A, I.
val. LIV, 1924,)

In Nagpur district one or more stones in most circles are
cup-marked. Cup marks are also found abundantly independant of
the stone circles. A case in point is the curious ‘ Raksha-ki-Tilota, *
at Pipalgaon, Bhandara district. This * Devil's frying pan, ' forming
the roof of a dolmen. and at present dedicated to Ashura, is still
patronised by the aboriginal Telis and Dimaris of the neighbourhood.
Another case is the cup marks on the inscribed rock at Mansur.
The cxplanation is probably that, while the circles are undoubtedly
burial tumuli, the cup marks are religious, perhaps sacrificial, tokens.
They are thus naturally found with the circles, but are by no means
confined to them. To what race and what period these stone
circles and cup-marks belong we do not yet know, While some
may go back to remote antiquity, others are probably quite modern.
I found one being still used for worship; though the practice is not
authorised by the Brahmins. At the other end of the time-Scale
I found cup-marks in the Jambudip cave in which I found the
Tardenoisian microliths. Mahurziri contains one of the finest colle-
ctions of these stone circles I have anywhere seen. EBut to return
to our bricks Mahurziri is a small village of about 500 inhabitants
built on a slight rise and surrounded by arable land. Throughout
the fields surrounding it, on a radius of from 300 to 500 yards
the ground surface is strewn with brick fragments, On the adjoining
patches Maidan complete bricks are found, In places where the
soil has been scoured out by a nullah these bricks may be seen
lying to a depth of six fcet. In association with them at this
depth, as also in association with the fragments strewn through-
out the fields, are broken potsherds. There is nothing distinctive
about this pottery which could afford a clue to the date of the
site, The brick however is distinctive, as said above: and may
almost certainly be dated to the Gupta period. For bricks of this
special shape are found in many widely separated parts of India;
and whenever dateable have been found to belong to the Gnpta
period, often in association with Buddhist sites. In 1930 1 was
surfitised to find ruins built of this brick below the 7th-9th century
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stone temples of Nara~Nag, (Wangat, Sind Valley, Kashmere )
which were cleared by Sir Aurel Stein in 1895, Sir Aurel apparently
overlooked this earlier brick site,

In the case of Mahurziri the date is made virtually certain by
the discovery of seals, one of which bears an inscription in the well
known ° box-headed * script of the Gupta period. This script is now
known to be associated in the Central Provinces with the Vakataka
dynasty. It was found 5 years ago when straightening out the
lower bank of a terraced field, at a depth of 2 feet below the
surface. I read it STYHIZ, and suggest it may be a proper name
of non-Sanskrit origin possibly Saka, My colleague Professor Mirashi,
reads it 3{YH[K ‘care, ' ‘vigilance’, and offers two alternative
explanations:

(1) ‘' The Buddhists laid great stresson JHAE ( SAYHIE
in Pali) which professor Max Muller translates by ' earnestness, '
In the Sacred Text Y¥HYE of the Buddhists there is a chapter on
S[YAIE, So it may be a Buddhist seal with their motto JHHI,

(2) It may be an official seal meaning the same as our ‘confi-
dential ' or * with care, ' We know that in the Gupta period clay
was used for sealing (See annual Report of the archaological Survey
of India for 1902-4 pp. 101-120). Our seal may have been imprinted
on clay or lac to point out the confidential nature of the papers ete
sealed in this way ',

“ Of these to conJectures '’ * he writes’’ I would prefer the
second "',

However we read it, one thing is clear. The seal and the
bricks taken together are conclusive evidence for the Gupta date of
our site, For purposes of comparison I have included (by kind
permission of the owner, Mr, Grigson, I.CS.) an intaglio No, 2
in the accompanying plate, in Vakataka characters. Though not
from Mahurziri it is of the same period. and comes {from the same
neighbourhood. Here we have the three letters HQ@. But in

1. No.! in the accompanying plate.
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what order they are to be read is not clear, Doubtless they are to
be read clockwise - the reverse order would be unlucky. But with
which of the three letters we are to start is uncertain. No reading
gives us a word that will convey any thing in any known Indian
language. The fact that the identical inscription is found on eaeh
side; that the writing is direct, not reversed, and that the object
is consquently not a seal, but rather an amulet, suggests that
we have here not an owner’s name, but rather some auspicious word
or collection of initials. My colleague, Professor Chaturvedi thinks
that here we may have a series of three successive letters standing
criptically for the name of deities in accordance with Tantric practice.
This amulet has been bored for wearing, doubtless round the neck
as a pendant. The seals on the contrary, were not bored, and
were probably worn as rings in a setting that has perished, Seal
No. 3* is in technique an exact replica of the Proto-Elamite Seal
figure in the Memoires de la de legation en Perse, Vol. XII Plato
II No. 156. This may not be a mere coincidence. For we know
that the civilisation of Mohenjadaro had close Elamitic affinities; and
that this civilization at one time probably covered all India since its
script is found as far south as Hyderabad (Deccan) See, Hunt'
Loc. Cit and Thomas, J. K. A, 8. 1932 p, 466) If then Vidarbha
was ever included in the orbit of this civilisation, there is no reason
why Elamitic Technique in seal engraving should not have found
its way there, and survived even into Gupta times. But of course
this is mere hypothesis. As regards materials, seal No. 1. is in
carnelian, ditto amulet No. 2. seal No. 3 i3 in red sandstone. Scal
No. 4 is in rock crystal. The design on the last mentioned is appa-
rently a Nag. Seal No. 5 was seen and copied by Mr, Singapurka.
But I have not seen it. Mr, Singapurka was told it came from the
same find spot as seal No,

Throughout the fields surrounding Mahurziri the peasants find
when ploughing, and especially in the sunlight after a monsoon
shower, beads of various shapes and colour. Their association with
the brick fragments, the area of distribution being virtually identical,

* Apparently a charging boar.
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assigns them to the same origin. I have over 500 in my possession,®
Mr. Wellsted of the Central Provinces Manganese mines kindly
analysed these,x and found the following stones represented;
** Agate, Cornelian, Quartz, Rock Crystal, Glass, Jet or Tournaline,
Turquoise, Garnet, Jade, Tasper, Marble, Cairngormn.

With the exception of the Jade, Turquoise, Garnet, Jet, Tourna:
line and marble, all the above are quartz minerals and could occur
in mature in fairly close association and do so occur at Mahurziri,
They were evidently shaped and drilled on the spot:

I have found scores of these beads in various stages of unfini-
shed dressing. Both as regards shape and material the beads compare
wtih those found by Sir Aurel Stein in Buddhist sites in Central
Asia. Now, already in the first century A. D, as we learn from
the author of the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea, beads from the
hinterland of Broach (Barukaccha) i. e, the valleys of the Tapti and
Nerbudda and the hills of the Vindhyas and Satpuras, were being
exported to the western world. I have in my possession a collection
from Ma’arib near Aden of the 2nd century B. C. which are
of the same workmanship as the Mahurziri bcads. Mahurziri was
probably one of the many bead factories of Central India, doing an
export trade with countrics as remote as Khotan and Rome.

The images shown in photograph were like the beads and bricks,
found in the fields adjoining the village. They probably belong to
the same period, ¥

Fragments of fluted marble pillars and arches. found on the
site in fields East and South East of the village, would seem to indicate
buildings of a superior order, perhaps a temple or place. But there is
insufficient evidence at present to date them.

From the above it will, I hope be clear that we have in
Mahurziri, animportant site of the Vakataka period (5th century A. D.)

* Exhibited 1931 in the Burlington Fine Arts Exhibition Lon{on.
x Shardashram, Yeotmal has also got in collection several beads from there,
Editor
P The one in a squatting posture probably represents the Pre..Dravidian
Earth.-Mother goddess. Cf. Marshall, Mohenjedaro Vol. I pp. 49..52,
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that has alrecady yielded bricks, beads, images and seales among its
surface remains, while on the hills surrounding the village we have
numerous stone circles which may or may not belong to the same
civilisation-probably not. But it is probable that both the Gupta
site and the stone circles would well repay excavation, and throw
censiderable light on the past of Vidarbha.
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Kundinpura, the Ancient Capital
of Vidarbha."

A. R. Deshpande Esqr. B. A, LL. B, Nagpur.
PAKT I. LEGENDS AND HISTORY,

—————

1. Legends prewvalent in Berar.

it is a matter of great period to the residents of modern Berar
to refer to their province as * Vidarbha '’ the first and very ancient
colony of Aryas in the tract lying to the south of the Vindhya
range; and they are not wanting in legends to support this claim.
The most favourite and popular among these legends is the legend
that Krishna, the heto of Mahabharata took away his bride Rukmini
from Berar, and the people who accompanied him settled here.
Thus this tract got its modern name Warhad which means people
who form a marriage party, The legend further goes on to tell
that at that time the Capital of Vidarbha was Kundinpur on the
banks of the river Wardha. This place the leg:nd points outas
Kaundinyapur, village 22 miles as the crow flies from Amraoti,
in Chandur Taluk of Amraoti District, on the west bank of Wardha
river. It was a very flourishing city then ruled by King Bhishmaka
and its extent was about 26 Kos [ Kale's Warhadcha Itihasa, P. 52]
King Bhishmaka had a son named Rukmi and a daughter named
Rukmini, Rukmini was betrothed to Shishupal, King of Chedi, but in her
heart she loved and worshippcd Krishna. She sent a mcssage to Krishna
and thereupon Krishna started with a big army from Dwarka to
Vidarbha. He halted on ihe outskirts of Kundinpura, near Ambikapur
which the legend associates with the modern town of Amraoti. Now
according to a custom then prevalent in bhishmaka’s family the

* A paper written for the session of the Indian Historical Records
commission held at Nagpur in the year 1928 A, D.
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bride had to pay a visit to the Goddess Amba whose temple was
situated outside Kundinpur. Accordingly Rukmini paid a visit to the
Amba Temple which the legend shows as the Amba Bhawani temple
of Amraoti, aud Krishna carried her off. Rukmini’s brother the
proud Rukmi was greatly upset at this and tried his chances in a
battle with Krishna, but was defeated and vanquished and was saved
only with the entrcaties of his sister. Thus thwarted he resorted to
a place called Bhojakata. This place the legend associates with
Bhatkuli, a village 14 miles west of Amraoti where his name is
perpetuated by a temple crected in his honour, This legend we
find recorded in Sir Alfred Lyall’s Berar Gazetteer, 1870, p. 154,
and also in Amraoti District Gazetteer, 1911, pp. 31,357,. Kale's
Warhadcha Itihasa also, records it, p, 52.

2. Sources of these legends in old
literature.

The legend above recorded can be taken as almost historically
{rue if we are to regard some part of the Mahabharata as History
of Auncient India, This story of Krishna taking away Rukmini occurs
in Bhagawata and Hariwansha Purana and many other old books
on the Swayamwara marriage of Rukmini also record it. Mahabharata
olso mentions the name of hukmi brother of Krishna's bride Rukmini
as ruler of Vidarbha. There are also numerous references to
Kundinpura as being the capital of Vidarbha, in old literature.
Excepting the identification of places mentioned the legend is almost
derived from old literature. The topography of places which the
legend gives is however not so correct. There is always imagination
and local pride at the root of the formation of such legends,
arround a particular place. So in order to fix the position of
Kundinpura we must search in old literature.

3. Situation of Kundinpuras accor-
ding to Sanskrit books.

Kundinpura being mentioned as the capital of Vidarbha, the
boundaries and situation of this tract have got to be borne in mind.

There is grcat doubt as regards its extent. Anyway the Ancient
Vidarbha was a tract much bigger than modern RBerar. There is
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however no doubt that Vidarbha was the name given to the tract
south of the Vindya mountains which name was also somctimes
given to the Satpuda hi'ls, the Vindhyas then being named as
‘ Pariyatra '. Mahabharata dcscribes Vidarbha as lying to the south
of Nishadha or southern Malwa. Vidarbha is described as a great
kingdom in ancient times lying to the North of Kuntala extending
trom binks ‘of Krishna river to about the banks of Narmada river.
( Apte’s Sanskrit Dictionary p 1196 ). Within these b.undirics the
province of modern Berar is of course included. The river ““Warada’’,
the modern Wardha river, is always mentioned as the chief river of
Vidarbha. Thus for instance we find in Kalidasa ** Malvikagnimitra,
the story of which drama is belicved to be historical truth
( Dr. phandarkar’s History of Deccan, p, 14 ) and the time of which
story is given as 150 B.C. by Vincent Smih (p, 202), that the
kingdom of Vidarbha was divided between the brothers Yadnasena
and Madhaosena, each taking the tract lying on the east and west
bank of river Warada respectively,

Though we find reference only to Vidarbha in Mahabharata
which does not make a mention of Maharashtra at all in latcr times
Vidarbha was also spoken of as Maharashtra. This is c¢xplained by
Mr. Apte in his Sanskrit Dictionary. he says that Vidarbha was
also called Maharashtra on account of its great size (p. 1196 ).
The same tract was also cilled as Kaishika, Krathkaishika, Bhoja,
Bhojakata and Waradatata. Thuas we find that the poet kajashckhara
in his Balramayana uses the words Maharashtra and Vidarbha as
denoting the same tract, The other names, that is, L hoja, Bhojakata,
Kratha and Krathakaishika were derived from the rulers of he tract
as was Vidarbha itself from a very ancient ruler of that name.
The last name Waradatata is given by Abul Fazal in Ain-i-Akbari
as the ancient name of Berar, and we also find the same used in
Nalachampu by Trivikramabhatta.

The boundaries and extent of the tract designated by the name
Vidarbha, and various others above mentioned, bcing determined,
the situation of Kundinpura has got to be fixed. Th: Mahabharata
and other works only refcr to Kundinpura as capital of Vidarbha
without giving indication as to its situation. So also we find that
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Bhawabhuti in Malati-Madhao mentions that the hero Madhao of
that play was resident of Kundinpura, being the son of the Minister
of Vidarbha. So also Murari in his Anargha-Raghava mcntions

Kundinpura as chief city of Maharashtra, ,

But these references serve little purpose as they do not indicate
the position of Kundinpura, For that we have the m’xthority of
Trivikramabhatta, author of Nalachampu who scems to be a local
poet and fairly conversant with the geography of the tract. He
speaks of Kundinpura as situated on the banks of Warada, the
modern Wardha river,

The word Kundinpura itself means °City of Kundin' which is
the epithet of Mahadewa. Also the name is likcly to have been
given trom the name of the sage Kaundinya. There is a reference
to a sage Kaundinya in Brihadaranya Kopanishad.

4, Modern opinion on the situation
of Kundinpura.

There is a divergence of opinion amongst modern scholars as
regards the situation of Kundinpura. M. Apte the author of the
famous sanskrit dictionary places it at Lidar, the capit.l of later
Bahamani kings of Deccan, in Nizam’s Dominion. Etymology
supports this claim. The capital of Vidarbha was known by the
same name, both province and capital taking the name Vidarbha
from the name of the ruler, Mr. S. B. Dikshit in his Bharatiya
Bhu-Warnana ( p. 279) was of opinion that Kundinpura might have
been situated at some place westward of Chanda or Nagpur.

Mr. Y, M. Kale of Buldana, author of the scholarly work in
Marathi on the History of Berar, however staunchly supports the
claims of the legend given at the beginning of tnis paper. According
to him the village Kaundinyapur on the west banks of river Wardha
represents the site of ancient Kundinpura., His sources for the
support of the theory have almost been utilised in the foregoing
chapters of this paper. It was chicfly to examine the mcrits of
Mr. Y. M. Kale's theory that the work detailed in the following
chapters is uundertaken,
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PART 1L
EXAMINATION OF THE CLAIMS OF KAUNDINYAPUR,

St S

1. Topography.

Kaundinyapur is a small village situation on the west bank of
Wardha river, 22 miles as the crow flics from Amraoti, 5 miles
from Arvi, about 13 miles from Dhamangaon, approachable from
Chandur by road as far as Kurha from which it is about 5 milcs,

The following note about Kaundinyapur appears in the Amraoti
District Gazetteer: A village situated on the banks of Wardha in
Chandur Taluk which is of little importance now-a-days having only
413 inhabitants, It boasts of an annual fair howevcr in honour of
the hero Vitthal Rukmayya held on Kartik Paurnima (Novimber )
and said to be attended by some fifty thousand persons. This hows
ever is a very rough estimite, A modern temple of Mahadeo about
90 years old and three storied in height succeeds an ancient building
of which, as of the Amba temple of Amraoti, the story of Krishua
carrying off Rukmini is told, The latter's father was a raja of
ancient kingdom which had its capital here and his city Dewalwada
is said to be buried beneath the present village. (see Photo 1),

Other facts worth mentioning are: There is a village named
Ambikapura, 2 or 3 miles north of Kaundinyapur and a smail
streamn called Vidarbha about 3 miles to south. A village on the
opposite banks is called Deorw ada ( see Photo No, 2)

2. Geological formation, eto.

The stream of river Wardha is bifurcated just near the village
forming an island. Both the s‘reams have a flow of water, and the
arca on the top of the island about 25 ft. from water level is
covered by cultivated lands forming field S. No, 87, 88, 89 (see

village map )

The village and the area necar about is formed of mounds varying
In height from 50 to 10) fect. They are formed of whitish mud,
distinguishable from the black soil found in fields at a d'stance,
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Whilst alluvial remains like counch shells are observable on the
mounds, portions of very old and baked bricks are also noticed in
the crevices formed by the flow of rain water from the mounds
from top to bottom; the mounds seem to be of mud. On digging at
places to find if natural strata was observable nothing of the kind
was found. The mounds appear to be artificial perhaps formed by
the ruins of decaying buildings. Four of these mounds attract

attention of the observer.——

(i) ‘ Dewalachi Tekadi’’ is a mound about 30 to 40 ft. in
height. It is the mound on which the modern temple and village is
situated. It is the ‘* Pandhari ' of the village old bricks and jars,
the villagers report, are found in this mound when a we!l of founda-
tions for a house arec dug (see Photo 1). There are also stone
river steps leading to Pundalikachi Payari ‘in waters, but they are
covered by earth, A little digging would show the extent and
nature of the river steps. But they do not appear to be very old
( see Photo 3).

(ii) ** Chaodichi Tckadi ' is a similar earth mound just near
the village on which the modern chaodi is situated, No remains are
noticeable in the mound. Howcver no digging was tried.

(iii) ‘ Amba Devichi Tekadi '’ is a mound about three hundred
yards north-west of the village. (see photo 3). On this mound a
temple reported to be 200 ycars old is situated. At the bottom of
the mound however traces of stone wall foundation are noticeable,
When a well was dug some 4 or 5 years back at the bottom of
this mound. Broken pieces of big baked earthen jars wcere found.
The building of teraple now existing is reported to be built on the
ruins of old building. ‘the image of Amba in the temple is a
broken one. It is curious and appear to be very old. It being
besmeared wilh oil coatings no conjecture regarding its timces is
possible. Just at the base of the mound two picturesque hcads
of old images are placed near a stone, People of village say
that they are lying there since their m:mory (see photo 4). An
expert would be able to tell to what period they belong from
the style of the image. The writer thinks that they belong to the
period of Chalukyas which dynasty ruled Vidarbha about 500 A. D.
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(iv) About 150 yards to the south of Chaodichi Tekadi is
situated a mound named ‘' Dahinandichi Tekadi'’. From many
points this is the most important mound in the village. The legend
prevalent in the village tells that below the mound is situated the
palace of hing Bhishmaka, father of Rukmini, Old people say that
this mound was styled as * shim Tekadi ** before it took its modern
name from the Dahihandi ceremony which is now celebrated on the
mound. (sce photo 6 ). The mound on observation is found very
‘rich in antiquarian remains, On the top or in the middle whereever
crevices by water are formed, old bricks, big earthcn jars and sume
traces which appear like foundatious of old buildings are found.
The writer went to the spot first in December 1927, with his friend
Mr. P. Y. Deshpande. At that time the new Vitthal kukmini temple
of the untouchables was being built on this mound, We saw the
newly dug foundations, Innumerable old fully baked bricks double
the ordinary size were found in the ditch newly dug. The mahar
temple proprietor had made a collection of them. Thc bricks deserve
a study (see specimens are exhibited ), On the western sfnpe of the
mound, in a crevice, the writer and his friend noticed three big
earthen jars, each about 2% ft. in height and 3 ft. in circumference:
placed upside down on each other, half buried in the mound and
noticeable on the other side through the crevice. The sight was
wonderful, and the jars appeared very old. Tbe writer not bcing
equipped with materials to take them carefully out lcft the jars there
for his next visit,

In his next visit in June 192S, with a party of two more friends
more observations were made. Unfortunately the three big jars
were ruined and had broken into picces by upper portion of mound
toppling down. So they could not be taken out. A portion of
the foundation of an old building was observed on the top surface
of the mound, It is in river stones and chunam. Nothing can be
said about it as no diggings alongside it were made. At one
placc in the mound a mouth of a jar was noticeable. It was
filled with earth, and the party determined to dig it out. The
ecarth outside was carefully taken out and measurements of the
jar were taken. It was 3% ft. in height and about 4 ft, in circum-
ference. It was a big baked jar and appeared very old but
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unfortunately it was rotten. As soon as the outer earth was
removed it broke to innumerable pieces by the weight of the mud
inside. Jt was found to contain nothing save small earthen vessels
some of which were broken and which the writer brought back with
him. (see photo 7 of place from which the jar was dug out). A
plate of baked earth was found in the foundaiion dug for the new
temple, with two earthen dolls on it. ( Exhibited ). As said before
the mound appears to b: rich in remains. Digging on proper and
larger scale would perhaps reveal many other things buried under
the mound.

All the area covered by these mounds is ‘' E ' class Government
land covered by waste S. N. 4, 8, and 9. So excavations can be
undertaken without disturbing proprietory rights,

3. Other Antiguarian remains.

Other antiquarian remains that are found lying near about are
also very striking, Chief among them are:--

(a) Three or four pieces of big stone imagcs lying in the river
bed near the river steps. (see phito 3 and 8). One is a stone
piece of big image of Trimurti, beautifully carved, with head of
Shiva with a beard in the centre, and Brahma and Vishnu by the
sides. The piece is 34ft. from chest to crest and 3% ft. in breadth.
The image complete must have been as big as ten fect. One is led to
imagine the temple that must have existed to house this image. Out
of the other two stones imige piecess one seems to be of Vishnu.
The other i3 a picce of image without head. It can not be disting-
uished. All these pieces are well carved and must have been situated
in some temple or temples which have fallen to ruins and buried
somewhere in the vicinity, People of the village say that there were
two or three more broken images like these lying in the river bed
but they were washed away by floods. The existing images being
very hzavy have stood where they are. It is however necessary
that these imag:s are removed {o a safer place,

(b) See photograph 9, It is another broken image of Vishnu
found lying in the courtyard of modern Datta Mandir. None can say
how the imig: came there. Probably it was found lying somewhere
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in the vicinity by people of the village who brought it there. About
two feet in height and 13 ft, in breadth,

{c) See photo 10, It is a big carved pedestal stone used as a
step in the modern Vitthal Rukmai temple, also another piece: a big
stone hand holding a conch, part of some big lost image. The latter
were found lying at random places in the village and were placed
for custody in the Vithal Rukamai temple by the writer. The stone
pedestal is carved with images on every face in a beautiful style.
The stone did not certainly form part of the modern temple. From
the style of images it appears to be very old. It must have been
brought there from some place in the vicinity.

(d) A big stone done on all sides which must have been a
corner stone or a footstool of a big stone pillar was found on the
way to Amba Devichi Tekadi. The writer also saw one more stone
likeit near the Vitthal Mandir. From all these remains one is apt
to feel strongly that there must have existed in the vicinity a very
big temple of which these images must have formed a part. The
situation of the temple however can not be located. It may be
beneated Amba Devichi Tekadi, or even beneath the village mound,
buried in ruins,

4, Inference as to the time or period.

If the legend is to be believed the ruins buried beneath the
mounds should be of the Mahabharata times i. e. about 2500 years
old. but as no other remains of that time are positively known
nothing can ever possibly be said, The bricks, the earthen jars, the
formation of mounds and such other things may provide sufficient
data to an expert to Archzology, to fix the period of the remains.
Work on an extensive scale will have to be undertaken by the
Archzological Department for that purpose. The writer's conclu-
sion however is that all these remains in the mound are of the
period of Rashtrakufas or Chalukyas. In that period a small town
may have flourished here on this site. The images described in
the last paragraph also seem to belong to that period. This is
however a layman's opinion and chiefly based on the impression
crcated by the images, It is a matter for experts to decide and
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hence no conclusion is ventured. Two theories strike one’s mind as
to the ruins of that town if at all it existed there. The first is that
it must have been destroyed by the floods of the river Wardha.
This is supported by the presence of alluvial things like counch
shells in the mounds. The other theory is that the town must have
been deserted and gradually fell into ruins. The legend however
invents a third theory. As the jars buried beneath the village when-
ever noticed are found placed upside down the legend says that God
Krishna in wrath topsyturvied the whole town of Rukmi. It is
however a fact that jars are found placed upside down, but the
legend is purely an invention. A friend in the writer's party gave
an intelligent explanation of the jars being found upside down. He
thinks that a great portion of the mound Dhahihandichi Tekadi
appears to have been a potters kiln® hence the bricks, the jars and
the other things. The presence of smaller pots found by the writer
in a big jar is also explained by this idea.

5. I.ocal legends.

Local legends support strongly the story that this place is the
Kundinpura where Rukmini’s father King Bhishmaka ruled. That
portion of the legend which says that Kundinpura extended as far
as Ambikapura which is associated with Amraoti is quite ridiculous.
Firstly because Amraoti is 22 miles as the crow flies from Kaundinya-
pura. Secondly the distance is covered by hills of no mean size
which must prevent the expansion of any town towards Amraoti
side. Thirdly it is hard to believe that a city of that extent could
exist in these days. Fourthly there is a small village called Ambikapura
even today, to the north of Kaundinyapnr. It is very lkely that
the temple from which Rukmini was carried away existed there.
So the legend narrated in the beginning of this paper about Amba
temple at Amraoti seems to be a pure invention of Amraoti people.
The other legends prevalent in the village have already been referred
to in the preceding paras.

6. Conclusion.’
The writer's observations being of a very superficial nature no

—

* K. N. Diksait Esqr M- A. the then Deputy Director General of
Archaeolo 'y visited K indinvie 1n 193) A D, along with Y. K. Deshpande
Esqr. M. A LL.B. Ilon. Secretary of Sharadashram Yeotmal. Mr. Dikshut
was then on tour in C P & Berar with a view to select an ancient site
for archaeological excavatien. Durinz a short stay of few hours they inspected
old relics & noticed also some mounds. Out of the several places inspected
Mr. Dikshit preferred ancient site at Mansur near Ramtek for excavation
which are to commence in Jan. 1932 But the work has been postponed
sinedic as a retrenchment measire. -..Editor.
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definite conclusion can be advamced. Still the writer feels sure that
the site near Kundinyapur is the situation of some ancient town.
An offort on a largir scale by people who take interest in this kind
of work is necessary and if this paper serves to stimulate that the
writer will feel highly satisfied. The attention of the Archaological
Department should also be drawn to the site. It will be an immense
service to the poeple of rerar who feel that thiir traditioms ase
linked up with the history of Kundinpura and Vidarbha.
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Di1viSIONS OF BERAR,

NORTH BERAR & SOUTH BERAR,
Smm———

Syed Abdur Razzaque.
Retired Clerk of Court & Hon. Majistrate, Chhindwara.

1. Formerly in the time of famous Malvika Berar was divided
for political purposes into two provinces known as the East Vidarbha
and the West Vidarbha. Some centurics after under the Bahmani
kingdom it was diffcrently divided into two provinces known as
North Berar and south rerar or the Provinces of Gawil in the north
and the Provinces of Mahur in the south, Later on it was again
divided into two sub-provinces, known as East Berar and West licrar,

2. Here J shall cofine myself to the two divisions of the Pro-

yvince, viz, those of Gawil and Mahur an1 will try to tell sumething
as to how they came into existance and (heir administration.

3. Shah Alaud Din Hasan Gangu Baimani, known as Alaud Din
Bahman Shah, assumed royal power in the Deccaa in 13417, One
year later he divided his kingdom, simply for administrative purposes,
into four tarafs ( Provinces or Governorships ), each undcr a tarufdar
( Governor ):—

(1) Gulbarga.

(2) Bidar,
(3) Daulatabad.
(4) Berar,

5. Safdar Khan Sistani was the first Governor of Berar who
assumed charge of the office in 1348 with the title of Majlis-e-ali.
The Province of Berar was, howcver, larger than at present, the
Godavari and not the Penginga, form d practically its southern
boundary,

6. The divisions of tarafs or shuqs (wrongly spelt as shikk )
ontinued for more than a century and a quarter, but as the
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kingdom had grown extensive by the inclusion of Vijianagar,
Teclangina, Konkan and a portion of southern Orissa in it, Shah
Muhammad II1 with the advice of his good minister Khwaja
Mahmud Gawan introduaced, for political and administrative purposes,
sforms in his kingdom and in 1480 divided the original four
tarafs into eight, splitting each taraf into two:--

(1) Gulbarga, into two sub-provinces (1) Hasanabad.
(2) Bijapur.

(2) Daulatabad. into two sub-provinces (1) Daulatabad,

(2) Juner.
( 3 ) Telanganar " " ” (1 ) Rajmandri.
(2) Warangal,
(4 ) Berar, ” " ” ( 1 ) GaWil,
(2) Mahur,

7. Fatah-u-llah Imadul Mulk, who was at this- time the
Viceroy of Bzrar, was ordzred to retain the province of Gawil and
Miqur was given undzr the chargz of Khudawand Khan, the African
(also called Khudabanda Khan). In this divison it was arranged by the
Governmant that every Governor in the kingdom shall have only
one fort in his charge and the rest of the forts will direcily be under
the royal command,

]

8. The line of demarcation under this arrangem:nt of dividing
Berar into two sub-provinces has not uufortunately been recorded
and no specific information aboat such a line is available, but as
the primary object of dividing the kingdom into eight provinces was
to give equal powzr and status, as far as practicable, to all the
governors, Bzrar must also have bzen divided into two nearly equal
parts,

9. The whole of the present district of Yeotmal including the
talugas of Yeotmal, Darwa, Pasad, Pandharkeoda and Wun and
following thz line of the Balaghat plateau towards the Buldana
district, taluqas of Chikhli and Mehkar were included in the provicce
of Mahur, lcaviag the northern portion of the old province for the
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province of Gawil, The district of Mahur, Paunar, Qalam (Karambh)
and Mehkar formed part of the province of Mahur. I have
attempted to draw a map which will roughly show the boundaries
of the two sub-provinces of Herar, taking the river Bemla in the
north as the boundary of the district of Qalam and the crest
line of Balaghat as the northern boundary of the district of Mehkar,
the western b-undary remaining the same as that of the present
Chikhli taluga and further meeting towards the south the river
Godavari in the south of the Historical place Pathri. The Godavari
formed the southern boundary of the sub-province up to the place
where it meets the Pranashita, The ecastern boundary of course,
did not follow the natural course of a river or of a hill. Up te
the north of the town of Wun the Pranahita and the Wardha
formed the estern boundary which took its further course throughout
the present Hinganghat and Wardha Tahsils. This boundary inclu-
ded the Paunar district of the Mahur sub-province and in the north
of Paunar it joined the Wardha river near Kondanyapur of the
ancient Vidarbba, Thus the historical place of Pathri, Adalabad,
Ramgarh, Manakdrug and Paunar, not now included in Berar, formed
part of the sub-province of Mahur,

10, Khwaja Mahmud's reforms so wiscly introduced to give
peace and prosperity in the kingdom, unfortunately caused discontent
among the old tarafdars. They found themselves stripped of half
their power and influence and a plot was hatched against the Kwaja
resulting in his death and followed by a disturbance throughout the
c¢mpire, IFatah-u-llah Imadul-mulk and Khudawand Khan were at
this time encamping with their armues in the royal camp, but they
thought it advisable to withdraw from there. The king demanded
explanation from them for their conduct but they replied in cffective
terms that they preferred to keep aloof from a master who weuld
not hesitate to treat his faithful servants as he had treaicd Khwaja
Mahmnd Gavan. The king Muhammad 111, as a conscquence of this,
suffcred mentally and died in 1482, leaving his vast kingdom in such
a disturbed condition to his son Mahmud, a boy of twelve only,

11. It was the earnest desire of Fatah-u-llah Imadul-mulk
that the reforms so wisely introduced by the good Khwaja should
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be worked out for the common good both of the rulers and the
ruled: but unfortunately the Darbar was then manned by such selfish
officers who merely wanted to fan the flames of disturbance which
they had themselves kindled, and thereby make good their own
selish ends, Under these circumstances Khudawand Khan, the
Governor of Mahur, had to choose between two alternatives: either
to severe his connection with his old patron and {riend and now
practically his equal in ran , Fatah-u-llah Imadul-mulk, the Governor
of Gawil, or to join the conspirators to harm the royal power. but
he proved prudent enough to acknowledge Imadul-mulk not only as
his good friend but also as his master.

12. Things continucd on like this upto 1488 when Fatah-u-llah
Imadul-mulk, having in view the safety of the pcoPle of Berar,
declared Independence. He found it safe to annex the sub-province
of Mahur to that of Gawil and make Berar one whole unit of
the kingdom known as ‘‘Imad Shahi kingdom, ''. He did it in
1495, in this way for fifteen years only Mahur could enjoy the
life of an mdependent province under an independent Governor. After
this annexation Mahur continued in the charge of Khudawand
Khan and no changes were effected as far as the management of
sub-province and its boundarics were concerned,

13. Fath-u-llah Imadul-mulk died in 1510 at the age of 95
leaving his kingdom to his son Shah Alaud Din Imadul-mulk.

14. Much could be said about the date of declaring Berar as
an independent kingdom and also about the year of the death of
Fatah-u-llah, as historians have erred in assigning correct dates to
these two cvents. The mistake about the year of the death of
Fatah-u-llah Imadul-mulk has occurred on account of a scntence
used by Farishta, He has said, * Fatah-uvllah Imadul-mulk put the
rope of Independence round about his ncck, got the sermons read
and the coins issued in his name and then passed away from this
transitory world. '* This expression of Farishta ordinarily simple
enough in itself has created still a great coufusion in assigning the
dates to the said two events.
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It is an interesting subjcct and requires to be dealt with in
detail in a seperate article. (1)

(10) Books consulted:---

Farishta Vol: [I

Ma-a sar-c-Burhani.

Ain-c-Akbari.

Rashidud-Din-Khani.

Tarikh-e.Dakan.

Mahbubul-watan Part .

The Deccan by Gribbje.

Historic Landmarks of the Deccan.
Tarikh-e-Hind Vol: IV.

Berar and Central Provinces Gazettoers.
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(3) That as there can not be three real beginnings of the year-at
an interval of one month each, the passage must be understood as
recording a tradition about the Chaitra full moon and Phalguni full moon
being once considered as the first day of the year. ( page 54 )

R A & ATAE STTATT 3T o IH * There can not
be threc real beginnings of the year”’ ( T G dia A G,
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VAN &qF 37y, AT T A, ArEgfadr @ wnde e g, i
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* Muirs Original Sanskrit texts. Vol V. Page 81
@ *The sons of Indra’s brothers are once mentioned, but who are

meant by them is uncertain. ' Vedic mythology. page 57.
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AN AX@ FEMET A aefawrass ¥ #F o Fid g
¢ IfEer TS AR, AR ¢ W@ gAEATa, fafamn: 7 gide
CogrgigE AT ol T IR 0 g oY fa g ¥
fffe fg Q. ™ ¥ TemiY 99 T &9 & Weerr g4
qar RIe® TRAl. @A AT @i AR F.

WK 3 % e g & 91, gm "ie ae
AR, O A TT @IS A59% 8 G o UK, # J FAAL AEY.
FRT, OF W I A IR ;S gE & A
FUl FET TRE USq AEL @A o galmed
Far qifes, o At wi¥es ey N, M, T onr qem ¥
S WF e T e wigd, fa, o, e ¥ gde
HMIAFT TFREHE S@EAT, ST SAGANT J AT, T9-
TS, T F1T FIOT A4S § ST, TEM GHRIEHE S AT
¥ al FFEREEE 9F A g € @M, a ¥ @
el * AT I A IeRZad [REA Ad., &1, R anaa—

“ We can now well und:rstand why Mitra and Varuna were originally

conceived as two corelative deities; for accordling to our theory they
would represent half--ycar--long light and darkness in the Paradise
of the Aryan race. and Varuna can then be very well described

as ‘“ embracing the nights, '’ Kshapah pari shasuaje VIII, 41, 3 )."' +

% * Varuna and his stars are probably intended-Ludwing '’--Griffeth,
+ Arctic Home in the Vedas, page 351,
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FATEY T FIA, T IPATF SR (¢ ST 9 ) a1 FTT,
N LREHTET @M THEEREE i FAN 8T ITHIA
aqara, o I5F #igd daa, JU A9 M faw a| FRar,
o W QAT odaer e ar 8, A9 oo Rt
AT ¢ AT e W TEEE g B SAiELe ST AT
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* The Arctic Home in the Vedas,cf. 334 351,
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mﬁﬁ‘l m  Vritra: regarded as in league wtih Varuna, the fiendish

enemy in the shape of Varuna, ’’ FIfRUY ¥ &M fragd a3 3R
% TH Gar 39 réf. af wEs @l #, CH FlS demer & &9
HS A, FAMIAAT (A Ko ¥, 2, 2 A FAEIS W@
“ gURFMAR qEM: P orEl gEM aeIrl oM Fel R IR
AT XS TG @IS ¢ J AEAT ¢ ECH | I g e
mm%“w%q;qwqafm g1 (F» &, e, .)
T iNadt WY Fifas oy, A, 9 G AWET, W TAE
G, A TENTA  JGL TG AT A g &Er ;A
Wit ST FARA AT ordh @ A Ay A A oA g @
qan AT AT §F Az ol &% @, S

I T TR LTI W@ 8 § SR A IF &
R HAIS ¥ AN FIE FIST ATEL FON, T FC AL 8,
& fay TRES RN WIS TREW, S g AR S T
O SFRAT TE B SEE { ST, ¥ AERE arem
A G GF O HE EES Ul A4, a6d 87 g S|
A N [AL AT G 3§, Ko 2, Ro,¥
Aidfie STguY i) @ g (¢ sEwer 9 0 ) ddie a9 g,
aff, fag, &@9ig W @A A4 FE, TG AT
(qﬁ§zolzv)mmammw“mn’
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WY OF W OET A GHEANHF (AT STFAHE T €. Hle

N * A class of demons perticularly interesting are the Varenya
daevas. '"-Darmesteter, S. B, E, Vol IV, p. LXVII
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W m ‘ In the Brahmans the Asuras are associated with
darkness. ”’ ARG F928 TR, R KAAAS 7GR T< 74-
ST aﬂ'ﬁT ( Demons of darkness ) CIEED 311% & Ty NS TR
QT GIRAT e A oy, ¢+ qEEEE 29 ¥ il ga
U SR P SR ¥ R O e 2 dW. Rl @
R A SR Moy s i & sty g ¥
4 ot s qrES g, TaeA REd T #, sk 77 &9
R g Da; AT TaW g A T NEAES A A
il e R A (nfers) FPE e A ¥R 8,
A TFR WA T MRAARAA 79 FETHS WGA
7= 19 T vl &€ @

WA @S TR (RAgAT TR 89 ke WS
;M TR AN A T W, €F, A W A9 E A @
FUA F GG & GRS FIW AL, FRO, T WA I A g
¥R g Ao AiE., R, ©oaver 3 R e
7y Yty arEmia ((¢IRE ) WO GRES oE. q@E I -
FOFE 8 8 T AT g, T& € ATATAIS SPTHIIHA-
9 IES qifeSd & IIS I, I AT A FY H WIS A L
9N A IR AN AL § I A g A, AT g7
RUA S T WIgA aF avea IF WA J 8 £ o8 qnes
BN e  Lo,R8&,% AT HAGIS WM AEUITETETAl
“ HSEIEESIAT STEATH HATTASATSI o GYT: 2 37T A1 3y Fer

* “ Demons of draught or darkness. '’ Griffith’s, Hymns of
the Rigveda Vol. 1. p. 680.

s RfuTafyEr av 3, 99 ]2,
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gl B guRTER SRR SWo@d 9 faem gaten-
THAIA-3KA ¥ FOMHES (=41 9id ArAWes [IER
A9 WO @1 @UA A AR [ SRl e 9.
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09 % armF ed 9 Jidft sl zfamraat ammERY M
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T W REER WenTE <, ZaaTid HiERE 9 G
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HEY A S oA e stga, THRIENET SR FITR
[T F T G TET F(E 9z el el i ThEe
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TR FSMIAET * FURY g TR dAA

(1) Malaviya Commemoration Volume pg. 189ff,
{2) J. B.O. R. S, XVIII p. 17
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(2) Ep. Ind. Vol. T p. 13+.
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(1) SavFgaassTa: I SFHEARARIT IBIRETIGOAT |
Ind, Aut. for 1923.
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9) . B, O. R.Sovol, XVIHT p. 31
{10) Fleet Gupta Inscriptions p. 29
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Some-times Dagabas or topes were crected in these cemetries.
But more usually they were put up in the suburbe, cither in private
grounds or in cases of special honour at some pluce where four cross-
roads meet. We are accustomed to think of them as especially
Budhist monuments. They werc in  fact pre-Budhistic; and
indeed a slight modification of A worldwide custom. The use of
barrows or cairns to mark a place of internment was not universal.  but

it was ccrtainly very frequent in Aucient times. And marked differences
in their shape or size¢ were rightly held to be evidence of race.

The Aryans in India still used the round form. And the only curions
point is that in India at the period under diwcussion, certain
sections of the community were beginning to make thdir solid brick-
structures instead of heaps of earth or of stones covered with earth
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as had been the costom in more ancient times, This was done more

especially by those who had thrown off their allegeince to the priests
and were desirous to honour the memory of their teachers who were
leaders of thought or relormersor philosophers.

Rhys Daird Budhist India. pages, 90-92
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BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE MARATHI
ARTICLES

ART. No. 1--* Determination of the pe-
riod of the Yedas® by Mr. K. L, Daftari B, A. B, L.
of Nagpur, Tbe orion of Lokmanya Tilak is the principal work on
the subject of the determination of the period of the Vedas. The
period arrived at inthe orion is approximate. There is possibility of a
difference of about 1000 or even 2000 years. Besides the period
given in the orion belongs to one mantra only while all the mantras
were compiled in various different periods. The writer has thereafter
dealt with various data given in orion & tried to explain the mistakes
there in. There after the writer gave his own data & putforth his
own reasonings and concluded that the Veda & Mantras;were being
compiled from 3180 before Shake era to 1400 before Shaka era,

ART. No. 2—-Words Bhratruvwvya & Sapa-
tna ’ i, e. Brotherly relation & relation arising out of cowives,
by Mr. Krishna Shastri Ghule of Nagpur. Literal meanings of the
words are shown above but the words now carry quite cone
trary meanings. The writer has very ably dealt with this sabject
basing his views on the extracts from the Vedas. upanishads & other
ancient works,

AR No, 3~-New 1light omn the life of
Ramgupta by Prof. V. V, Mirashi M, A, of Nagpur, Late
Prof, Rakhaldas Banerji delivered lecture on 1924 in Benaras Univer-
tity and Dr. A. S. Altekar wrote on Ramgupta in 1928-29 in the
journal of Behar & Orisa, He utilized for it Harshacharit, Natya
darpan, Shringar Prakash, Kavya Mimansa, Sanjan copper plate of
Amoghvarsha and Majimal Tawarikh. Dr. Deodatta Bhandarkar &
K. P. Jayaswal also supported Dr. Altekar in his views,

Stilt there is not Consensus of opinion about the name of the
person who defeated Ramgupta & at what place he was defeated,
There is reference in the extracts of Devi Chandragupta drama in
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Shringarprakash. But it is to be found out from other evidence,
The writer has tried {o prove from an example given in Kavya
mimansa & from the evidence that Ramgupta was defeated by a
Kushan king near about Jalalabad.

ART. No. 4-Gunadhya poet & Watsa-
gulma by Mr. Laxman Shastri Gadge of Basim, The writer
first dealt with the literary of the ancient Berar and then tried to
show that Gunadhya the Paishachi poet was born at Basim in Berar,
He has found out the basis for his conclusion from Katha Saritsagar
a work compiled from the Brahat katha of Gunadhya,

ARL, No, 5~-Durbhaga prameya by Mr. H. N.
Nene M. A. L. T, of Nagpur. In the Mahanubhao literature the foun-
der of the sect has used several Drishtantas in his discourse to his
disciples, subsequent authors collected those Drishtantas & some of
them added explanatory notes to them. These explanatory notes
are called Prameyas. Durbhaga is one of the Drishtantas & Parashram
Vyas has compiled a Prameya on this Drishtanta- Durbhaga .means
unlucky woman. The writer has very ably led a discourse on this
prameya.

ART. No. 6~-Determination of the age
of Shri Chakradhar by Pt, Balkrishna Shastri of
Mahur. Shri Chakradhar was the founder of the Mahanubhava sect.
There are various incorrect notions about the life & age of his.
The writer has tried to fix the age and give the life of Shri Chakradhar
meaning on the basis of Lila Charitra the ancient life of Shri
Chakradhar and various other sources such as Sanskrit works &
stone inscriptions recently found. The writer has proved that Shri
Chakradhar was a Brahmin & he belonged to the family of the
minister of Broach. He proved that Shri Chakradhar was borm
at Broach in 1116, left for Ramtek in Shaka 1144 & left for
Badarikashram in 1194,

ART. No. 7- Appasahib & Manbhat by
Mr. Y, M. Kale, author of the History ot Berar, The writer has
given the history of Appasahib from the newly available sources,

2
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He has tried to show that great misunderstanding prevailed about
the characters of Appasahib Bhonsla & Manbhat, He tried to
explain their characters in the light of the new materials, Ha has
shown that Manbhat did not turn traitor & he was loyal to the
Bhonslas to the last,

Arr. No. 8—-Shindkhed Raja, the Home
of Jijabal’s parents by Mr. D. B. Mahjan n. A. of
Mehkar. From the known sources the writer has given history of
the Jadhawas of Shindkhed, he described all the old buildings,
tanks, & other remains there. He has copiously illustrated his
article by the photos of the buildings & other ruins,

ART. No. 9--The family of Raja Udaram
by Mr. Y, K. Deshpande Secrctary of Sharadashram, The writer has
given the history of the family from various Marathi, Sanskrit &
Persian books. Udaram the fonnder of the family was a mcre patwari
of few villages near Basim. DBy the advise of a saint he went to
Khirki & got himself enganged at the time of Malikambar. He then
went to Delhi, his services were appreciated by the Mughal emperor
& was raised to the rank of Mansabdar. Himself & his son & grand
son distinguished themselves in battles on the side of fhe Mughals. They
got Deshmukhi vatan & Jaghire in several perganahs. The family got
the heriditary title of Rajah, The family still enjoys the title & few
of the Jahgir villages.

ART. No. 9--VWhether the hundred thou-
sand text of Mahabharat was com-
piled before the Budha or aftexr? by
Lok Nayak M. S. Aney Yeotmal. The writer expresses that there
are interpolations in the text as was compiled by Shri Vyasa. But the
Mahabharat text as brought down by Souti was one hundred thou-
sand shlokas. He lays down that Souti’s Mahabharata was complete
before Rashis were introduced in India & before the names of seven
days of a week were common. There things were introduced by the
Greeks & bence the texts of Souti must have been complete before
their advent in India. Hence this text must have been complete
some time before 300 B, C. In Mahabharat Budha has not been

8
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included in the ten awataras. Hansa has been mentioned as first
Avatar, so the Mahabharat must have been completed before the
birth of Budha. There are some words which, according to some,
lead to the conelusion that the text was completed after Budha, But
Lokmanya Tilak & Mr., Vaidya state that these words can be
explained otherwise. But one word Eduka which means Dagoba
can not be explained otherwise according to Tilak & Waidya. They
however opine that the hundred thousand text was compiledﬂ after
the birth of Budha but before he was introduced in ten Avataras,
The present writer has very ably tried to explain the word Eduka,
quoting basis from various books for his support, According to him
the word was used before the birth of 1 udha. He has quoted verse
from the Mahabharat itself for the support of his view.
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A PRI wtagd widt svama.

(1) Sir Yadunath Sarkar, R, 8. G 8. Sardesai and
Mr. Y. M. Kale the three renowned Historians state-

Wo visited Sharadashram and were very muoh.pleased
to see the arrangements made for saving old Sanskrit
& warathi manpscripts apd Histroical. records from
destruction. Such an institution is a national asset at a
caritrd Yike Yeotmal and we wish it stccess

From the Secretary, Indian Historical Records
Comgiggion 3, Govt. place, West Calcutta: —

On behalf of the [ndian Historical Records Com-
mission 1 beg to offgr you our Sincere thanks for your
kindness in sending your exhibits for the Historical
exhibition held at Patna in connection wtth the 13th
Session of the Commision I peed hardly add that these
exhibits contributed materially to the success of
the exhibition.

(3) The Hon'’ble Dr. Punjab Rao De hmukh
M. A. Ph. D. the Minister for Education C, P. & Berar
States on 12-12-82.—

I had much pleasure in paying visit to the Sharada-
shran;jg imal. Mr. Y, K. Deshpande showed me the
rare mss8, and impressions on stone & copper plaies which

date agek ja Lith and 12th oemturies, 1t is one of the

aims of the body to co'lect rare historical documents &
articles of Historical value. The Ashram has also begun
publication of ancient marathi verse, some of which
have been prescribed as text books for nniversity
Examinations Mr. Deshpande has got together a fine
band of research scholars & anthors whose works
promise t0 be valuable to Marathi literature and history.
This is the only instution of its kind in the province
of O, P & Berar & deserves encouragement.



(8) o faamm ivmar Wi 9t —
A o] aFWT T 4 shweand! semrem
q@[ E qUEE 4 5MF &0 G 9185w
(1) gafag R argaT G . T DT R s —
C T, 9, Ia0Adt @ AT 93 9EE SRl e
e G HICE RIS (P R I CAER B G
3 g1 ydiq M| amet aigRd fige Wy, oA i @
fafad SYRAR TS &1 a&s ser a1, .

(}) ¥o FBEN w7 Bz A 0. gEE, WR AGEE oF

e e — .

vRETR 6 @id Bae, N9 WA A TER WAL
Tga RO AMoTi W, 47 BTN q@ JReiY Wi
iy qUd MY S 7 G S aeieE as, §
AR R 19 AT WA AT, N A GEG-
T A WA AUSeTl mA sfwE wR & awieT
SWIR gid &g I,

(o) arfeea wane #ft. wfeg Faamor e 1. g, 0, @, &t g'a‘l-;
TRIE 7 MTAd e g 42 M o e, e &
Wi A W e SRE  iRUR § 99 W
3% g i AR FOm v g e ( ARAEH,
TS ) TR G ARG FO 998 AR

q AN R G GREAN AR R

e Rlo Ho TS, ol o, F. A, 4. a1, A, el ol

AT A AR A <,

1 1)



divghdgra gu aiar
AFTUAL,

afa s sfeE @1 Rogrsw G|, @ safn
afigR giw AR a1 AR 48T GI8E GHI FE1A Fl
m%o

{ i GO Aggedl [ e QiFl A @
T2 A ST IS ST 91 T Hd L1

R GO (M WAl IMGA SR @A I AEE
Ol We. sy K 9E TR 9 dedY @eai SNEg
Y. SERAK GG qv JPT sG] fuear Wil
IR A @A TEIS T @A AR Gy Tl g1,

3 iffw Fvlt diq @R, M gR 9l §IW aRel A
AU a1 avrag 7 GalE gon AR TEHEH SIeg W i
AR W §RE WA Eke.

¢ Rore, duwe @it qwRfes g ar e
A S®=a faevliamE B o fega a2 g wOEI.

Q¥ A Jeeg e Wl RER a1 Yia dafe
ot SR w0a wikg @t GeRl SEwd e deet
weiH W W,

i

TR, avE

AR ST, TR



















	00000001.tif
	00000002.tif
	00000003.tif
	00000004.tif
	00000005.tif
	00000006.tif
	00000007.tif
	00000008.tif
	00000009.tif
	00000010.tif
	00000011.tif
	00000012.tif
	00000013.tif
	00000014.tif
	00000015.tif
	00000016.tif
	00000017.tif
	00000018.tif
	00000019.tif
	00000020.tif
	00000021.tif
	00000022.tif
	00000023.tif
	00000024.tif
	00000025.tif
	00000026.tif
	00000027.tif
	00000028.tif
	00000029.tif
	00000030.tif
	00000031.tif
	00000032.tif
	00000033.tif
	00000034.tif
	00000035.tif
	00000036.tif
	00000037.tif
	00000038.tif
	00000039.tif
	00000040.tif
	00000041.tif
	00000042.tif
	00000043.tif
	00000044.tif
	00000045.tif
	00000046.tif
	00000047.tif
	00000048.tif
	00000049.tif
	00000050.tif
	00000051.tif
	00000052.tif
	00000053.tif
	00000054.tif
	00000055.tif
	00000056.tif
	00000057.tif
	00000058.tif
	00000059.tif
	00000060.tif
	00000061.tif
	00000062.tif
	00000063.tif
	00000064.tif
	00000065.tif
	00000066.tif
	00000067.tif
	00000068.tif
	00000069.tif
	00000070.tif
	00000071.tif
	00000072.tif
	00000073.tif
	00000074.tif
	00000075.tif
	00000076.tif
	00000077.tif
	00000078.tif
	00000079.tif
	00000080.tif
	00000081.tif
	00000082.tif
	00000083.tif
	00000084.tif
	00000085.tif
	00000086.tif
	00000087.tif
	00000088.tif
	00000089.tif
	00000090.tif
	00000091.tif
	00000092.tif
	00000093.tif
	00000094.tif
	00000095.tif
	00000096.tif
	00000097.tif
	00000098.tif
	00000099.tif
	00000100.tif
	00000101.tif
	00000102.tif
	00000103.tif
	00000104.tif
	00000105.tif
	00000106.tif
	00000107.tif
	00000108.tif
	00000109.tif
	00000110.tif
	00000111.tif
	00000112.tif
	00000113.tif
	00000114.tif
	00000115.tif
	00000116.tif
	00000117.tif
	00000118.tif
	00000119.tif
	00000120.tif
	00000121.tif
	00000122.tif
	00000123.tif
	00000124.tif
	00000125.tif
	00000126.tif
	00000127.tif
	00000128.tif
	00000129.tif
	00000130.tif
	00000131.tif
	00000132.tif
	00000133.tif
	00000134.tif
	00000135.tif
	00000136.tif
	00000137.tif
	00000138.tif
	00000139.tif
	00000140.tif
	00000141.tif
	00000142.tif
	00000143.tif
	00000144.tif
	00000145.tif
	00000146.tif
	00000147.tif
	00000148.tif
	00000149.tif
	00000150.tif
	00000151.tif
	00000152.tif
	00000153.tif
	00000154.tif
	00000155.tif
	00000156.tif
	00000157.tif
	00000158.tif
	00000159.tif
	00000160.tif
	00000161.tif
	00000162.tif
	00000163.tif
	00000164.tif
	00000165.tif
	00000166.tif
	00000167.tif
	00000168.tif
	00000169.tif
	00000170.tif
	00000171.tif
	00000172.tif
	00000173.tif
	00000174.tif
	00000175.tif
	00000176.tif
	00000177.tif
	00000178.tif
	00000179.tif
	00000180.tif
	00000181.tif
	00000182.tif
	00000183.tif
	00000184.tif
	00000185.tif
	00000186.tif
	00000187.tif
	00000188.tif
	00000189.tif
	00000190.tif
	00000191.tif
	00000192.tif
	00000193.tif
	00000194.tif
	00000195.tif
	00000196.tif
	00000197.tif
	00000198.tif
	00000199.tif
	00000200.tif
	00000201.tif
	00000202.tif
	00000203.tif
	00000204.tif
	00000205.tif
	00000206.tif
	00000207.tif
	00000208.tif
	00000209.tif
	00000210.tif
	00000211.tif
	00000212.tif
	00000213.tif
	00000214.tif
	00000215.tif
	00000216.tif
	00000217.tif
	00000218.tif
	00000219.tif
	00000220.tif
	00000221.tif
	00000222.tif
	00000223.tif
	00000224.tif
	00000225.tif
	00000226.tif
	00000227.tif
	00000228.tif
	00000229.tif
	00000230.tif
	00000231.tif
	00000232.tif
	00000233.tif
	00000234.tif
	00000235.tif
	00000236.tif
	00000237.tif
	00000238.tif
	00000239.tif
	00000240.tif
	00000241.tif
	00000242.tif

