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PREFACE

This story is based upon the nucleus of a
few scattered and unconnected facts, learnt
from my revered uncle the late Mr. Pete
Annaiya Sastry of Mysore whose name occurs
in the body of the work. A few more additional
facts equally scattered, mentioned to me by the
late Mr. Raghunatha Rgo of the Mysore Gov.
ernment Press, threw some light on the scanty
version that I heard already. These few
materials, which could altogether be noted on
a quarter sheet of paper, have been amplified
into the present form.

The scene is laid at Mysore which was the
chief seat of the conspiracy. The principa}
hero of the drama is Aprameya whose integrity
of purpose and fidelity to his master are unsur.
passed. In his active sympathy and unsolicited
help on behalf of any person in trouble, even
though such person may himself be jgnorant of
the dangerous situation, he approaches Herbert
Spencer’s perfect man. In this respect he also
resembles Hatim Tai, the great hero of the
Persian tale of the same name. The genuine
nobility and generosity manifest in H. H. The
Maharaja Krishnaraja Wodeyar III deserve our
highest regard. The other characters of con.
summate roguery were adequately dealt with by
the masterly way in which Aprameya conduc.
ted the several cases, The whole story is replete



v

with instances of misery bred of envy, wicked-
ness, treachery and conspiracy which, but for
Aprameya’s adventure and skilful management
would have ended as a Shakespearean Tragedy.

The natural delineation of a course of
events need not be constructed as wounding the
communal susceptibilities of any class, One
point however, to which particular attention is
paid, is the development of character from the
beginning.

For having heard the MS read to them by
me, I have to thank

1. Rajakaryaprasakta Rao Bahadur M, Shama
Rau, Esq., M.A,, Inspector-General of Edu.-
cation in Mysore, (Retired)

2. B.Dasappa Esq, B.A, Dy. Inspector -
General of Education in Mysore. (Retired)

3. Mr. K Lakshminaranaiya, B.A., Sub.Judge
(Retired)

4. Channakesava Iyeagar, Esq,of the Bombay
Educational Service, Dharwar,
who all kindly and patiently heard the MS.

read to them by me. Further, I am specially
grateful to

1. Rajakaryapravina H. V. Nanjundaiya,
Esq, M A, M.L,, CLLE., my late lamented
friend ; and

2. B. M. Sreekantaiya, Esq., M,A,,B.L., Regist-
rar of the Mysore University.

for having patiently read through my MS, and
encouraged me to publish the book,

Basavanacupt l
Bangalore City M. S. PUTTANNA
15-12-1928 '
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