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To my Mother
and to the memory of my Father
this essay is affectionately dedicated.

Per correr miglior acqua alza le vele
omai la navicella del mio ingegno,
che lascia retro a s mar s crudele.
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No one can leap over bis own shadow,
but poets leap over death.
S. T. COLERIDGE
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Geh' in dich sdbst.
Entbebrst du drin Unendlichkeit in Sein und Snn
S it dir nicht zu helfen.
GOETHE

O the mind, mind has mountains; diffs offall
Frightful, sheer, no-man-fatbomed. Hold them cheap
May who ne'er hung there.
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Preface

When | must shipwrack, | would do it in a Sea, where mine impotencie might have some excuse;
not in a sullen weedy lake, where | could not have so much as exercisefor my swimming.
JOHN DONNE

ow that this book is finished, the best thing of dl is to

look back and think of dl the people who, one way and

another, have helped to completeit. Dr W. O. Raymond
and the late Dr A. H. McGreer encouraged the project when it was
first getting under way. Professor R. D. Maclennan, Miss Dorothy
Emmet, Dr H. A. Hodges, and Mr John Buxton at different times
illuminated the subject with their conversation. Professor Louis
Arnaud Reid did me the honour (when a complete stranger) of
making forthright and astringent comments upon the text, made me
the confidant of his mature reflections upon aesthetics, and gently
rebuked me for philosophica rashness and incompetence. Professor
Geoffrey Bullough, whose reputation as scholar and teacher does not
wait upon my witness, gave encouragement at acrucia time; and his
persona contempt for jargon and pedantry taught me to cultivate—
even if | have not mastered—the good manners of a clear style of
writing. The late G. H. Clarke offered advice and criticism upon
an early draft of this essay. Professor A. R. C. Duncan came to the
rescue when | was trying to make up my mind about Kant in my
fourth chapter. In al matters to do with Samuel Taylor Coleridge—
and this turns out to be a somewhat Coleridgean book—I owe a
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PREFACE

great ded to Miss Kathleen Coburn. | am grateful to my associates
at Bishop's University and Queen's University for their encourage-
ment. And it would be churlish not to thank those students whose
amiable obtuseness has forced me to restate my case in a multitude
of different forms. The Arts Research Committee of Queen's Uni-
versty generoudy provided a grant for typing the manuscript. My
greatest debt is to my wife Elizabeth, who has attended patiently
upon a hard birth.

| began this essay in sheer ignorance and was impelled by the
arrogant isolation ot one who imagines he is breaking new ground.
As tor the newness of the ground, | am now less certain than | was
seven years ago. Whatever ignorance or arrogance remains in the
following pages is no fault of any of the people | have mentioned.

An inquiry of this sort, like the prospect of the gallows, marvel-
loudly sharpens the wits. Everything one sees, hears, reads, thinks
seems to reflect back upon the same centre; and one is dl the time
picking up hints and portents where they could least be expected to
lurk. My debt to previous writers, dive and dead, is very extensive.
Whenever | knew that | was borrowing—and what | was borrowing
—I have recorded the detailsin the footnotes. Unfortunately it is not
dways possible to trace the exact nature, extent, or identity of one's
borrowings—even the most important ones, and sometimes | have
made discoveriesfor myself, only to find that somebody or other had
felonioudly anticipated me. If | have overlooked any of my debts, |
hopethat a general apology will exonerate me from al suspicion of
flaunting feathers not my own.

G. W.

Kingston, February 14%.
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Introduction

HIS essay first began to take shape in 1946 when | em-
barked upon a study of the growth and operation of
Coleridge's mind. It seemed to me then—and till seems—
that a task so delicate and susceptible of distortion might not be
possible faithfully to complete; but at least | could explore the mogt
likely causes of distortion and avoid them. Not afew books, | found,
had been written about art both from the philosophica and critica
points of view. But as | read through some of these and recalled others
that | had read and tried to bring these into relation with Coleridge's
mind, they seemed to be talking about something other than the
experience and values of art. In some quarters there was a good ded
of talk about Beauty and in others a tone of patronizing severity;
many critics, in treating works of art as 'things, seemed to force
dien preconceptions upon their subject-matter—some insisted upon
common sense and others maintained fiercely that one must at al
costs be scientific. A few artists, however, when they were writing
about their own art, seemed to be talking about something that
could be recognized as falling within the scope of an artist's experi-
ence; and these artists represented the root and core of criticism. En-
raged that philosophers and critics could so disingenuously avoid
the subjects they purported to illuminate, | wished to mend their
ways. So my first shot at this essay was A Critique of Criticism, an
attempt to determine the nature of the critica judgments we make in
the presence of works of art.
This proved to be an evason—precisdy the evason | wanted to
drive out of aesthetics and criticism: one was assuming art and
Xii



INTRODUCTION

concentrating upon something dse. | wished to know more about
the way an artist s mind worked, what activities it shared with other
minds, and how one could distinguish and compare different
activities of mind. As soon as | started to ask direct questions about
artigic experience, a number of other questions cropped up with
them; the most searching questions, it seemed, that one could ask in
ethics, psychology, philosophy, religion, and science. This would
have been reason enough to lay the whole matter asde to await the
attention of intellects more acute, senshilities more refined, experi-
ence more profound, judgment more mature. Questions about
knowledge, perception, vision, fact, truth, faith, symbolism, logic,
imagination, moral judgment, had been asked from the beginning
of recorded philosophy; and although some answers had been offered,
the questions did not cease to clamour for attention. | could find no
satisfactory attempt to integrate them into a single vison. Plato and
Aristotle seemed to offer the grestest hope; Aquinas was not hogtile;
Bergson and Whitehead, though suspect in some quarters, seemed
hospitable to the artid's attitude. Not until my work was well
advanced did | come upon the fulfilment, in the work of Kierke-
gaard, Jaspers and Marcd, of much that Coleridge had striven for
and of much that, in a tenuous and indistinct form, | had been
led by my subject to adopt. Kierkegaard had noted in hisjournal in
1848, 'My whole lifeis an epigram calculated to make people aware’;
but no such appropriate centre seemed to have been chosen for a
study of art. And there was no single comprehensive phllosophy
that took its departure from the nature of artistic experience itsdf.*

It was necessary to ask why philosophers, even when writing
aesthetics, failed to recognize some of the most rudimentary assump-
tions that an artist makes. Martin Turnell, for example, in an article
on Jules Laforgue and the theory of verslibre, hasobserved that'The
foundations of modern art were laid in the period when the classcd
metaphysic was challenged by the rise of the idedist systems, by the
change from a philosophy of being to a philosophy of knowing.'
Descartes cogito ergo sum, he suggests, is perhaps the turning-point—
it marks the retreat of the thinker and the artist into the world

! Crooe's Estetica, it is true, following somewhat in the steps of Vicgs Scienza
Nuova, had atempted to start from the facts' of art, but through an imperfect under-
standing of artistic experience broke its back over the central term, 'expression’.
Professor H. A. Hodges book, The Philosophy of Wlbdm Diltbey (1952), un-
forginatcly did not come into my hands until after my manuscript was completed;
there is much in that book that would have profited me.
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INTRODUCTION

within'. But why 'retreat'? Has not the artist's cregtive charter dways
betnpatior ergo sum—I suffer, therefore | am? And is it not in suffering
that knowing and being meet luminously in value? And why were
critics content to bresk off their discussions with an elegant gesture
of evason—as Eliot does at the end of his Hamlet essay: 'If it is com-
plained that | have not defined truth and fact and reason | can only
reply modestly that it was never my intention to do s0'? Was there
no relation between the philosopher's world and the artist's? That
seemed unlikely. Had the practice of art no light to throw upon the
graver questions of philosophy and psychology, of morality, vaue,
behaviour? There were no signs that art was clearly enough under-
stood to be dismissed without a hearing. Other questions crowded
in. Was artistic experience somehow abnormal, pathologicd, para
gtic? Was art (as | had found some maintaining) simply an escgpe
from those ‘'facts of life' which (it was dleged) every sane person
knows are hard, intractable, and perhaps hopeless? Was scientific
method the sole and final judge of what was real? Must knowledge
dways be judged by the access it gave to power—and if so, what
kind of power? Or was art a crude sort of groping which the refined
methods of anaytica logic and scientific technology had now
rendered obsolete?

Certain smilarities between artistic and mystical experience began
to become clearer; there seemed to operate there a kind of knowing,
valuable in its own right, which did not support itsdf either by
logical or by sensory verification. Art and religion were not fighting
arearguard action againgt a new and self-sufficient development of
the mind as revealed in science and certain kinds of philosophy; art
was not a pterodactyl waging futile battle againgt Natures latest
masterpiece. | came to see that, whatever knowledge was, the end of
knowledge was not material power but awareness, that whatever
battle is going forward in the mental and spiritua spheres, it is not
between rival avocations like science, art, religion, philosophy, big
business, but between fundamentally different ways of mind. The
ways of mind could, for my purposes and without over-smplifica
tion, be reduced to two. These | caled ‘contemplative’ and ‘technical’;
the second term was to embrace both the practical way of mind that
discharges inimmediate action, and that state of suspended practical-
ity which in defiance of Greek usage is commonly cdled 'theoretical'.

My purpose was to clarify to mysdf what may be cdled ‘the
facts of artistic experience. It was now clear why this had not beéa
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INTRODUCTION

undertaken more often or more vigoroudy: such aninquiry could not
be confined within the limits of any recognized intellectual activity
—not of aesthetics, art-criticism, history, psychology, metaphysics,
ethics, or any other specid department of philosophy. It lay at the
intersection of al these specid interests, and probably others. Art
then might provide a fresh entry to many ancient problems and a
novel attitude towards them; it might bring together into a sngle
glance problems which had grown into unwholesome separation; it
might supply some means of accurate inquiry into whatever ex-
perience is essentialy moral, vauable, and individual.

But theories and systems and the solution of specific problems were
something for a distant future. For a start it was a matter of seeing
clearly what art and artistic experience were. Philosophy was to me
a chilly and unfamiliar country, as vividly unreal as Paris or Los
Angdes on afirst vigt; but if the trail led there too, one must try to
avoid both bucolic vacuity and provincial intolerance; for there was
no saying that philosophy might not be, in its own way, a holy city.

2

Philosophy, psychology, and criticism, | felt, had not notably
succeeded in giving an adequate account of art. The most penetrating
critics were inclined to gloss over the philosophical and moral impli-
cations of whatever they might conclude about art; the more busily
the scientific critics analysed, the farther they moved away from art;
philosophers were inclined to consider art as an afterthought, adding
it as an appendix or footnote to a settled scheme, sometimes with a
virtuoso's condescension.! In short—with afew exceptions—art was
being 'explained’ (sometimes explained away) in terms which had
previousdy been established for other purposes but which were
neither sensitive enough nor comprehensive enough to embrace art.

One could not fail to notice that the only philosophers who had
made any particularly illuminating remarks upon art were those
whose thought started from and constantly returned to theirreducibly
moral character of human experience. It was clear that the philoso-
phica problem for artistic experience was in certain respects identical

'R. G. Collingwood's influential and somewhat authoritarian writings in aesthetics
are irredeemably hampered by his refusal to alow art to modify the philosophica
position he had previoudy adopted. | suspect from the texture of his writing that he
recognized how disrupting art could have been in his philosophy, but was not prepared
to let that disruption occur.
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INTRODUCTION

with that of mora experience, and that neither could be understood
without examining each for what it was. The redlity for art and the
redity for ethics intersected in value and knowledge. Aesthetic
theory had been serioudy hampered by attempting to introduce value
and knowledge only when they could be shown to arise from certain
conceptual processes and to rest upon logica tests of evidence.
Samuel Alexander—particularly in Beauty and Other Forms of Value—
placed the emphasis upon Value; but he simultaneously centred his
attention upon Beauty. Even though he concelved Beauty to be
vaue and not quality, Alexander seemed to envisage value, much as
he envisaged space-time, as substance and not asrelation. In Richards
‘psychologica theory of value' (The Principles ofLiterary Criticism) the
question of knowledge and val ue was evaded or disguised by arguing
that everybody knew what knowledge was—that it was conceptual,
and that value was only the psychological reconciliation of persona
‘wants or 'drives. In seeking a scientific—that is, experimental and
quantitative—basis for judging works of art, he had enjoined a
wholesome respect for the complexities of art but had serioudy mis-
represented the nature of the creative act. It was necessary to return
to artistic experience itself and settle the primary questions about art
in the light of artistic facts and not on some other bass. For, as
Herbert Read had written,

Beauty has no other reason
than the eye can indicate;
Only the miraculous conception

is immaculate.

Logic and conceptua verification could bear only upon propositions;
but art was not basically prepositional. Was the non-propositional
character of art reason enough to deny that art arises from genuine
knowledge? Iffully developed artistic experience could be examined,
would it be found that in art the situation of value was much the
same as it is in instances of moral choice?

From adirect inquiry into artistic experience certain facts emerged
with compelling force to dominate the whole investigation, (a) In
art, fact and value are inseparable. (b) Value is not a term to be
ascribed to certain classes of things or to events in genera or in the
abstract, but only to an individual event in which a person is
actudly, senstively and comprehensively, involved, (c¢) Vaue and
genuine knowledge are ineradicable features of artistic experience;

P.P. XVii B



INTRODUCTION

they are vital features of poetic process in its most rudimentary
beginnings and are largely responsible for its distinctive character;
they are not to be regarded as ‘terminal products' that appear when
aesthetic experience has passed over into conceptual and veridical
activity, (d) The archetypes of the event of vaue, of knowing, of
perception, of language are more readily to be discerned and more
accessible to examination in art than anywhere dse, (e) A work of
art is not first conceived and then made; it is discovered and realizes
itsdf in the making. (/) Art bodies forth reality.!

This final axiom had to be assmilated with caution. The term
redity’ had to be given a genuine meaning beyond a gesture of
applause; it had to be shown as the intersection in time of the time-
less, of value, and of the person. | therefore took art to be meta-
physical in asense not usually assgned: that is, art was concerned to
express reality and being, in forms which were structurally faithful
both within themselves and to redlity. '‘Being' was not to be regarded
as involving a question about the abstract ‘existence’ of things; but
was taken to affirm the quality of that experience which was at once
personal, valuable, and responsible. The centre of emphasis for an
Inquiry into art must be at once moral and experiential. But White-
head's caution was to be observed: 'There is a conventional view of
experience . . . persistently lurking in tacit presuppositions. This
view concelves experience as a clear-cut knowledge of clear-cut
items, with clear-cut connections with each other. This is the con-
ception of a trim, tidy, finite experience uniformly illuminated. No
notion could be further from the truth. . . . The word "experience’
IS one of the most deceitful in philosophy." Other methods of inquiry
claim access to reality and means of revealing redlity: these had to be
considered in the light of a reality which was not so narrow as to be
slly, nor so inclusive as to be meaningless.

3

Albert Schweitzer repeats with approva the questions by which
Goethe dways examined a new philosophy: Is it concerned with

! Some time after establishing these premisses for mysdf | find the first three lumin-
oudy s forth by A. E. Taylor in the second chapter of The Faith of a Moralist (1930)
and in his esssy 'Knowing and Believing' in the Philosophical Sudies (1934). For
further comparison Leone Vivante's English Poetry anditscontribution to theknowledgeof a
creative principle (1950) may adso be consulted. Gabriel Marcd's The Mystery of Being
(1950-1) rests upon a Smilar position.
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natural reality without preconceived theories, and does it bring man
into direct relationship with nature? Is its conception of ethics pro-
found and enlightened? When it has arrived at the final questions
raised by research and reflection, has it the courage to admit that
there remain unfathomable mysteries, or does it pretend to offer a
system which explains everything? If the pages that follow can satis-
factorily survive questioning along those lines, | shal be content.

Thisis not primarily an essay in method; but in writing the essay
asuitable method of inquiry had to be discovered for it. | did not feel
entitled to make any presuppositions about the nature of the materials
under inquiry, nor about the method proper to elucidate and corre-
late them. The inquiry was not to be an analysis of propositions or
statements about art, but an inquiry into certain kinds of experience;
the method therefore became suspensive and dialectical. No matter
how useful the methods of logica anadysis might be in refining
terms in the approaches to the main inquiry, the integrity of the
complex states exhibited in art had to be preserved under inquiry. To
suppose that the subject could be exhausted by a succession of propo-
gtions, and that the worth of the inquiry could be determined by
the logica correlation of those propositions, was an assumption that
| could not accept. To demolish by andyss whatever meaning a
statement might have been intended to have, is a common enough
gambit in positivist argument; it usually shows that the statement did
not mean something that it was never intended to mean. An artist
recognizes clearly enough when he has got hold of a fruitful germ:
why should not a philosopher single out certain accounts and State-
ments which he recognizes as fruitful, accept them, and see what
light the implications of that position would throw upon other
established opinions, methods, and conclusions?

This way of working does not renounce analysis, nor does it seek
to avoid criticism; it Simply reserves the right to sdlect starting points
which it recognizes to be fruitful and relevant, and to examine them
in a way that will fertilize rather than annihilate. In this way we
arrive a an account of art by a process of diaectic—a didectic in
which the terms held in tension are contemplative entities and not
propositions.” By means of analysis the contemplative terms are
refined, clarified, and criticized before being brought into didectica

11t seems to me that in Hegd's didectic the terms are suppressed propositions
couched in single words; the concedled technical character of his method makes %
as the Marxigts have found, essily susceptible to disingenuous digtortion.
XIX
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tension with other terms. Anadysis in this sense is Aristotle's analusis
—a loosening of mental knots, an unravelling of what is dense, com-
pact, germ-like, packed with implications not indicated by the outer
structure. By this restricted use of analysis contemplative entities can
be clarified, and gently detached from the narcotic obscurities
that confuse their margins. The analysis does not, however, penetrate
into or anatomize the contemplative entity itsdf; only in a state of
passive concentration, of vision, can a person hold a contemplative
entity within the range of attention. Purified, detached from parasitic
accretions which are no more of their own nature than barnacles are
of the nature of a ship, contemplative entities can then be brought
into callison and tension with each other as a stage towards diaec-
tical synthesis. Thisis synthesis in the true sense of the word; not an
analytical diagram or schema, but an integral comprehension of the
related entities in a single moment of vison. But this contemplative
didectic evidently belongs in the sphere of art rather than in the
sphere of any technical discipline so far established. Totd assertions
are brought into collision to generate further total assertions.' But no
technical method can provide assertions other than partial: even in
the 'thinking' process there are dways needed the successive legps
into the dark. But theleaps must be carefully prepared: 'There dways
comes a moment for the "thinker" when, at the limit of his elabora
tion, eimination, fractionizings—at the end of his analysis—it is the
first idea now received that carries him forward, as al the skill of the
tight-rope dancer finishesup just at the extremity of the rope. There
aways comes a moment when every thinker is the victim of the con-
clusion of his finished effort, and of his own transformation (from
thinker into sufferer)’ (Paul Vaery). The language of the sufferer,
the language of total assertion, is the language not of science but of
poetry. The appropriate language for revealing these contemplative
entities and their didectical relations cannot be formulated before-
hand. To prescribe a way of language, a manner of exposition,
is to prescribe a way of mind; and the history of aesthetics and
criticism does not show that an appropriate way of mind can yet
be prescribed for poetics. Valery has indicated the delicacy of the
task,

"To invent ought closdly to resemble the recognizing of a tune in
the monotonous fall of raindrops, in the throbbing of the train and
the aternating strokes of a machine.

! For the meaning of the term 'total assertion’, see my pp. 32-3 below.
XX
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'One must have, | believe, an object, or nucleus, or substance that
is vague—and a disposition. . . .

‘The general advance of inventions belongs to this genera type:
a sequence of successive deformations, almost continuous, of the
given matter, and a threshold—a sudden perception of thefuture of
one of the states!

Looking back over the book I find that this is the method which
has emerged by alowing the materias to discover their own coher-
ence. | do not claim that this essay is a model of method. Only now
a theend can | see at dl clearly what the method was. If, with that
in mind, | were to rewrite the whole book as a formal exposition or
example of that method, clarifying and stylizing the procedure, the
book would be an essay in method and not an essay in poetics.
Poetry was what | wanted to write about, not method. But since
poetry in particular, and art generally, impose peculiar difficultiesfor
the inquirer, it seems not atogether presumptuous to set forth as
clearly as may be a sketch of the method which seems to have been
forced upon me in this case.

By putting on a particular pair of methodological spectacles it
would seem that we could correct our aberrations of vison. But the
analogy of spectacles does not apply to aesthetics and ethics; neither
does it apply (I suspect) to any philosophy which is regarded in its
ancient sense as the persistent search for wisdom and fullness of life.
In these instances the observed and the observer are one and insepar-
able in severd senses. In one sense the observer observes himself
aways, in that he can observe only what he can see; and what he can
see is determined by what he is. Spectacles may clarify vison but
they cannot create vision. They may, by limiting the field of vision,
increase acuity; but at the same time they may act as blinkers or
shutters occluding much of what must be seen at a single glance. |
suspect that in studying poetic activities system and technique must
be renounced; the method, the line of approach, wants to be heuris-
tic, an dert way of open-minded seeking which does not prejudge
ether the nature of the materials or the final issue; an attitude of dis-
covering, a rigorous and delicate sense of relevance; an embracing
hospitality for al sorts of ideas and evidence which at first sight
might seem to have nothing at al to do with art. Ifthis essay gives a
hint towards this method, it smply asserts the method that Socrates
and Plato used, the method that Aristotle regarded as the crown of
philosophical attainment athough he left no writing of his own to

XXi
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illustrate this manner. This didecticd, heuristic method is (I believe)
returning to the West, with encouraging force, chiefly under the
name of existentiaism.

Theory and system, and a neat box-hedged plan for poetry—these
were never my intention. How to analyse without destroying the
vitality and diversity; how to generalize without destroying the
individua -uniqueness, how to keep constantly in sight, as point of
departure and test, the intricate and vigorous activity which termin-
ates in works of art, and the arresting excitement and peace enjoyed
in their presence—these were the problems in method. How such a
method is to be classified | do not know; it is, | suppose, philosophy
in the perennia sense. | have ventured to use the term Poetics, not
smply in deference to Aristotle's fragmentary monument of that
name, but because a name is needed for those inquiries which are
neither aesthetics nor criticism but both at once; for it was necessary
to clam the privilege of moving freely back and forth across what-
ever boundaries of method or subject those two more specialized
studies might legitimately claim for themselves. The object is to see
poetry and the poet in their full stature, in their full complexity, in
the perspective of value and eternity: to see the poem as timelesdy
vauable, and the poet as a person who—through little virtue of his
own—istransfigured by his art.

4

Whenever the attitude or method of science and positivism is men-
tioned in this essay, | observe that a note of asperity enters. This |
should have liked to remove, if only to give my work an air of cool
detachment, and to avoid the company of those cheerful partisans
who insst upon dividing mankind into sheep and goats. An account
of imagination, of the mind's ways of discovering and making,
would be ridiculously narrow ifit could not include every genuinely
valuable event of making and discovering. There must be some way
of thinking of Bach, Sherrington, and Beethoven, Matisse, Hinde-
mith, and Eingtein in one breath. John Livingston Lowes, in The
Road to Xanadu, wrote about Newton in a way indistinguishable
from his way of writing about a poet: '‘Once more there was the long,
dow storing of the Well of memory; once more the flash of amazing
yison through a fortuitous suggestion; once more the exacting task
oof trandating the Vison into actuality. He continues. 'But it is of

XXii
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the utmost moment to more than poetry that instead of regarding the
imagination as a bright but ineffectual faculty with which in some
esoteric fashion poets and their kind are specidly endowed, we recog-
nize the essentid oneness of its function and its ways with dl the
creative endeavours through which human brains, with dogged per-
ddence, drive to discover and redize order in a cheotic world.

When | try to discipline out of existence my acrimonious remarks
upon science and the technical mind, | find that | am dealing with
something more solid and serious than an 'emotiona block' on my
own part or a state of sublimated envy. The technica mind is un-
doubtedly a powerful instrument for analysis and specific applica-
tion. Its refined operations have undermined many superstitious fears
and given leisure and space—both physical and mental—in which
the mind can seek the central peace and freedom it longs for. But the
very success of the technical mind has bred other supertitions no less
oppressive than the old ones. We are probably cleaner than our
ancestors, and better fed; generaly we live longer. But we have not
mastered the terrors of space and time, nor do we bother much to
heal the sick conscience. A ‘rationd’ and materialist obscurantism
is solidly in the air we breathe—more s0, one supposes, in North
America than in Europe but rapidly invading Europe under the
guise of cultural and democratic insemination. It is difficult to cite
actual instances, for obscurantism is nebulous and evasive; its power
depends upon dispersal and the uncritical mind. It has no name or
label, does not readily associate itselfwith single names or particular
groups, andwhenone tries to pick out illustrations they sound like the
excoriating jeremiads that envious men and socid misfits, time out of
mind, have screamed a their contemporaries. 'Science is the prevail-
ing supergtition, subserving every form of materialism, distorting prin-
ciples, motives, and'facts, with the bold inconsequence of propaganda
broadcasts, inducing a destructive futility and what somebody has
cdled 'cosmic impertinence. This is only partly to be lad to the
charge of true scientigts; it gathered full weight only when science
came to be exploited by those who were in no sense scientists but
were prepared, through ignorance or to serve materia ends, to deify
the technica mind, the expert view, the scientific method. For it
thrives whenever belief has been debased into sophisticated gulli-
hility, when curiosity grows blunt and inconsequent for lack of
discipline.

Perhaps the most disastrous aspect of this superdtition is the view—
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endorsed by experts and fomented by enthusiasts—that the technical
mind is man's mogt refined instrument of discovery and the fina
criterion of dl knowledge. At dl events the forces of (what may
conveniently be caled) ‘positivism' and of a cerebral oversmplifica
tion disguised as common sense are not men of straw or Quixotic
windmills. Bertrand Russell writes in his History of Western Philo-
sophy: 'There remains a vast field, traditionally included in philo-
sophy, where scientific methods are inadequate. This field includes
ultimate questions of value, science done, for example, cannot
provethat it is bad to enjoy theinfliction of cruelty. Whatever can be
known, can be known by means of science; but things which are legitim-
aely matters of feeling lie outside its province' (my itaics). At first
sight he seems handsomely to be conceding, as few positivists would
be prepared to, that there are limits to science. But the concession is
immediately withdrawn by asserting that knowledge and science are
co-extensve, and (by implication) that outside science there is no
knowledge. The word 'science’ is the anglicized form of the Latin
scientia= knowledge; but that meaning of the word 'science’ has
only dowly made headway, and it is not much more than a century
since science has come to be regarded as a genuine form of know-
ledge. Whence then this arrogant appropriation of knowledge to
science? That is a historical question with which | cannot a the
moment be concerned; but it looks very much like that inversion of
values which the Greeks caled $gg:s, the one-sidednessthat makes a
man spiritualy blind and leads him to imagine that he is a law
to himself. Aslong as science maintains specul ative detachment with-
in its own methodological limits, it is not much less useful than
breathing and not much more reprehensible than chess-playing. But
when the 'scientific attitude', in a vulgarized form, mistaking hard-
headedness for wisdom, invades the mora basis of responsibility,
then obscurantism is undermining the health of a civilization. And
rather more than a century ago Coleridge had aready noticed that
'We have purchased a few brilliant inventions at the loss of dl com-
munion with life and the spirit of nature.'

Here the central issue is that raised by Bertrand Russell—know-
ledge and the claim that knowledge is wholly embraced by science.
A study of artistic experience, like a study of religious experience,
brings one to recognize that there are other forms of knowing than
the scientific kind, and that the immediacy and power of artigtic
knowing places scientific knowing in an ancillary and not a sovereign
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pogition. One of the results of this study has been to show that the
technicd mind, despite its brilliant triumphs, is a limited mental
organization constructed in response to the circumstances of the
human situation, and distorted into tyrannous oversimplification by
an accident of emphasis.

But my essay has in this matter a more positive purpose. What-
ever conflict this obscurantism implies, it is a conflict not between
rival avocations—between scientists and artists and men of religion—
but between two ways of mind: the technical and the contemplative.
| wish to distinguish those two ways of mind and particularly to
draw attention to the contemplative. Within the sphere of formal
philosophy there is bitterness enough between those who would re-
tain some connection between philosophy and life, and those who,
by limiting philosophy to the narrow ambit of logic as we know it at
present, deny the philosophical validity of value and of metaphysics.
It may be that within philosophy the conflict of assertion and counter-
assertion can never be satisfactorily resolved: there is no common
meeting-ground between positivism and what the positivists with
comprehensive scorn cdl 'idealism’. Yet it is difficult to see how the
whole sphere of mora inquiry can be dismissed as an illogica
muddle. The direct study of art, of artistic experience, of the activities
of mind exhibited in art, and of the artistic use of language enjoy an
especialy powerful point d'appui for metaphysical, epistemological,
and mora questions.

In accepting the facts of artistic experience one is obliged to
recognize processes which are synthetic and integral, ringed about
with mystery and darkness, infused at crucial moments by events
which can only be regarded as fortuitous. In poetics a contemplative
attitudeisrequired; otherwisethereisno poetry to examine, no poetic
experience to be recognized. Poetics concentrates upon whatever is
capable of conveying wisdom, of broadening our awareness for the
values of being and the qualities of human experience:

And wisdom is a butterfly
And not a gloomy bird of prey.

Poetics asserts—to put the matter in a very rudimentary form—that

faithful self-abandonment is more valuable than cerebral consent. It

has been sad that 'religion is what a man does with his solitude.

Poetics seeks to enter into the state of solitude, to discern value, to

congder the implications of a categorica imperative, not of doing"
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but of being. For poetics dtrives to reveal how in the artistic mind
form and content become a unified entity which is neither form nor
content but smply art. That such a unity is possble—and it proves
to be a complex and extensve unity—suggests that there may lie
here a clue to the quality of being which arises, neither from the con-
templative mind alone, nor smply from the technical way of mind;
but where both operate simultaneoudly, fusing purpose and vision,
means and end, in that contemplative activity which is not merely
action but value. Both ways of mind fall within the scope of artistic
experience;, singly neither can produce a work of art, yet when inte-
grated in a delicately poised activity they can discharge in works
which are timeless and inexhaustible.

The two ways of mind are neither mutually exclusive nor grictly
antithetical; they are complementary, but at alevel so radicd that to
integrate them is—and dway's has been—the most delicate and urgent
practica problem for society and for the individual. They are not,
however, of equal or interchangeable value, nor can we without peril
choose one to the exclusion of the other: the human tragedy arises
from our being endowed with both capacities; refusal or failure to
integrate them is Death-in-Life. Poetics throws a peculiarly clear
light, not only upon the distinction between the technica and the
contemplative, but upon the relations between the two; for, in its
critical function, poetics has power simultaneously to discriminate
value and intention.

This essay thenis not intended as another pamphlet in the strident
logomachies between science and poetry, faith and reason. It is in-
tended for a strong plea that the mind should be recognized for what
it is; that mental creations should not be regarded too arrogantly on
the one hand, nor too condescendingly on the other; that before any
conception of reality is assumed, we should consider such apparent anti-
thesesasideal—red, actual—phenomenal to seewhether some notions
of reality widely current are not smply assumptions convenient for
some activities but inappropriate if extended to others. In short, this
is a plea that we should notice how from time to time, in those
persons for whom we reserve the name of genius, the mind asserts
itsdlf by breaking through the opaque screens of cultivated custom,
socid formality, and intolerant professionaism, to achieve and embody
acts of vison; and how those acts of vison, by bringing us suddenly
and humbly back to earth, restorefor us the memories ofincandes-
cent moments-in-time which are our only glimpses of eternity.
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For it is aways a salutary shock to find that the vison of God is
reserved, not for the excessvely clever, urbane, or cultivated, for the
men of ponderous learning or for those who display sharp singleness
of purpose in the world of affairs or research; but quite smply for
'the pure in heart—not for the expert but for the initiate, and for the
initiate in the discipline of humility, patience, and wholeness. This
essay does not advocate one way of life and condemn dl others.
Purity of heart is not atrade specification and does not fall under any
specidized category of function. It is a quality ofintension.! Nothing
can reved the intension faithfully except the finished and redlized
work itsef, and then only when the work is appropriately grasped.
For the work is the intension embodied, the value arrested and made
physical. Biography, persona statement, and reminiscence, throw at
best awavering light upon intension. The concept of motive involves
acausal regress. it is as difficult to apply in philosophy asin a court
of law, not because it lacks externa criteria but because it implies a
disguised attempt to explain the contemplative in terms of the
technical. If we choose as fundamental criterion in art, not motive
but intension, we are on much firmer ground; for each of the two
ultimate intensions when embodied reveds itsafin a distinct texture
and rhythm. Once we can distinguish these two organizations—and
the distinction has been asserted before in a variety of forms—it is
possible to distinguish intension. Further, ifin a particular case we
can distinguish intension, we are in a fair way to adopt an appro-
priately receptive attitude; and this applies not only to works of art
but to any kind of utterance or action whatsoever. But when we
choose as our fundamental term intension rather than motives,
emotiona 'drives, and the like, we are renouncing the mechanistic
determinism which scientific method seeksto assume even for human
behaviour; we are asserting that will and value and moral judgment
are of the irreducible essence of art and of al the higher forms or
human experience and activity.

Whatever interest this essay may hold for the philosopher as dis-
tinct from the art critic will centre upon the distinction of these two

! By intension | mean something more comprehensive and internal, something less
deliberate and ‘conscious than is implied by ‘intention’. Intenson may be defined as
the impulsive orientation of the person in a moment of awareness. Part of the task of
resolving intension into action is to externaize the impulse into an ‘intention’; the
Greek for intend being to 'have it in mind [to do] . .. The word ‘intension’ belongs
with Hopkinss words ‘inscape’ and ‘instress; although it has a technical application
in logic it is not likey to leaed to ambiguity.
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attitudes of mind as exhibited in art. There may be some psycho-
logical interest in the suggestion that each intension does not simply
arise from a specid st of assumptions; each intension imposes—or
smply is—a distinctive psychic and mental organization. In the long
ascendancy of the technical way of mind, the contemplative mind
has been recognized less and less clearly for what it is, and has
seldom in recent years been submitted to patient scrutiny. On the
other hand, the technical way of mind has been misrepresented; it
has been described as though it were wholly distinct from—and had
outmoded—the contempl ative; consequently the specul ative meeting-
point of the two—in inference, discovery, vison, invention—has not
keen clearly understood. Yet ‘recognition’, a certain quality of in-
sight, has recently come to dominate the philosophica scene. In this
essay | am concerned primarily to examine the contemplative way of
mind as exhibited in art; not because it occurs only in artistic activity,
but because in art intension, activity, and product are so closdly re-
lated in their modes of overt expression that they can, within the
compass of poetics, be compared and examined without distorting
their pristine character.

The contemplative mind in art relies upon and manifests in its
physica products a primitive prelogicd mode of knowing. The
va ue and status of this mode of knowing isto bejudged inindividual
events of value, not by its logica relations with generalized events,
but by the structure and inner coherence of the individual cognitive
act itsdlf. Prelogica knowing does not preclude andytica thinking,
but it is not propositional and does not arise from analytical thinking,
nor does it return to it for verification: it bears its own argument
within its body. This mode of knowing | believe is far more promi-
nent and potent in human experience—even of the most humble and
earthy sort—than is generally recognized. There can be no doubt that
not al effective technical action is valuable. It may well come to be
recognized that the contemplative prelogicad mode of knowing ex-
hibited so forcibly in art, the knowing that terminates in recognitions
and not in ‘conclusions, is the source from which dl valuable action
flows. For my own part, | am convinced that prelogica knowing is
not only more reliable and comprehensive than the intellectual know-
ing of analysis, abstraction, generalization, and verification, but that
it isin fact—in its directness and vividness—the prototype to which
al human knowledge is referred in action, in actual events of redlity.
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Throughout this essay | have assumed and asserted the unity of art:
that is, that thereis no essentid difference between the different arts
if a correct adjustment is made for differences in medium and if the
inquiry be carried to an appropriate level. The account here offered,
however, concentrates upon poetry; the other arts have been used for
illustration and to avoid the misunderstandings that occur when
generd statements about art are drawn from some specia feature of a
particular art. In most passages of this essay the words 'poetry’,
‘poem’, and 'poet’ can be taken to stand for 'art', 'work of art', and
‘atist’; for | havetried to consider dl genera statements about poetry
in the light of the other arts. | have used the phrase "poetic process,
not so much to indicate that the essay is concerned principaly with
poetry, but to recall the word 'poetic' to its original Greek meaning
of 'creative. There are however at least two strong objections to using
the word 'cregtive. It has been too much used 'for ritua terror and
adornment’, for mystification, and for evasion—particularly in the
phrases 'creative imagination’, 'cregtive artist’, and 'creative writing'.
It is well that artistic activity be regarded as different in kind from
the practical and technica activities which seem 'normal’. But there
Is nothing gained by placing the matter beyond inquiry either by re-
tiring into a cloud, or by presupposing a partial view of'making'.

The second objection is fundamental. The word creative can only
be applied andogicaly and not actually to human activity. An
artist's experience is integrative; he sdects and arranges in order to
produce a translucent entity which is of value and which had not
existed before in precisely that quality and character. But is that in
the fullest sense creation? | believe that we cannot claim—even for
the highest human achievement—a greater power of creation than
Coleridge claims for the artist's imagination—'a repetition in the
finite mind of the eternal act of creation in the infinite | AM'. Some
years ago lvor Richards, in his Principles of Literary Criticism, was
infuriated beyond measure by this phrase of Coleridge's, and asserted
that an account of Imagination must be 'devoid of theologica im-
plications. Richards at that time was anxious to establish a scientific
criticism; that perhaps explains his impatience fully enough. Perhaps
art should be devoid of theological—that is, dogmatic and gpologetic
—implications; but | cannot see how any honest inquiry into art can
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be devoid of religious implications. The highest artigtic credtivity in
man arises from a state ofhumility which isin truth not merely sdlf-
abasement, but self-annihilation. The great artist is not omnipotent:
heis at best omni-viable, a perfectly tranducent medium, icfedly a
conductor free of resstance or digtortion. To cdl this 'credive is
either honorific nonsense or hybristic blindness; a poet no more creates
apoem than a mother creates a child. Mogt literary critics and writers
on aesthetics contrive to pretend that no mora or religious issues
should enter the realm of art; but it is not until we examine the im-
plications of art in the sphere of moral value that we can understand
why art proceeds perpetually upon a knife-edge, not only of achieve-
ment but aso of damnation.

'Works of art', Rilke once remarked, 'are of an infinite loneliness
and with nothing so little to be reached as with criticism." In respect
of judgment the artist is aso of an infinite loneliness; the complete
work of art, the artist in creation, is dways right, is dways unassail-
able; and as far as the range of the work extends, each work of art
stands impregnable and timeless. To regard the artist as creator is
more than a polite analogy; it represents the acute menace that the
artist isto himself and to society. The artist is always right; he asserts,
and his affirmations are beyond proof and disproof. Yet in his humil-
ity and irony he does not much care whether the world thinks him
right or not. What he has made is not entirely or even primarily his
own; nor has he fashioned it out of his own power and knowledge,
rather he has alowed it to happen through him. He has adjusted
himself to a state of tranducence, of medium-like conduction; ne has
co-operated in a minute moment of the universal and eternal process
of coming-to-hirth, the self-bodying of redlity. In that activity he has
realized himself; but that redization is a margina product of the
making, and the making is not the product of the redlized sdf. In
some sense the artist's function is priest-like; through the laying on of
hands, by the ritual ordonnance of the sensory materials, a state of
grace may be induced in the reader—but only if the reader, abasing
and abandoning himself, is prepared to alow the vison to complete
itsdf in him. A work of art, in the manner of a sacrament, offers
perpetual access to redity. But between the work of art and the
potential redlity there is no necessary relation; to be in the presence of
awork of art is not enough—its influence must fall (as in a sacra-
ment) like rain upon the humble and thirsty heart. When the priest
regards himself as exerting power in his own person, he becomes a
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dictator; when the sacrament becomes a formal benison, a docu-
mentary dispensation which disregards the recipient's attitude of
mind, religion has degenerated into superstition.

Yet a complete work of art is timeless, arendering and arrest of the
luminous instant of redlity, the perpetua now. So to arrest time is at
once godlike and treasonable; or rather it becomes treasonable when
the artist feels that of his own power he can arrest and annihilate time.
Jacques Maritain, in his Art and Scholasticism, says that 'Rimbaud's
silence denotes perhaps the end of an age-old gpostasy. At dl eventsit
clearly indicates that it is folly to try to find in art the words of
eternd life and rest for the human heart: and that the artist, if he is
not to shatter his art or his soul, must smply be, as artist, what art
would have him be—a good workman.' Here there seems to meto be
some confusion. If the 'words of eternal life' can be uttered they can
only be uttered in poetry: if there is to be found any 'rest for the
human heart' it will be found in a vivid and courageous apprehen-
sion of the present, perpetually novel and the sole source of value.
Certainly the artist will probably 'shatter his art or his soul' if his
attitude towards his work is not the matter-of-fact attitude of the
skilled craftsman. Yet ifit is folly to try to find in art eternd truth,
that is a circumscribed notion of art; for only in art can eternal truth
ever be expressed. In the perfect state of man it will be dl art, or no
art. Not dl art is secular; and not al secular art—including Rim-
baud's—is irreligious. If art is not confined to '‘Beauty' but can em-
brace, in its embodiments of redlity, 'the horror, and the ugliness, and
the glory', why then should the religious mind depart from the in-
finite pity and wisdom that would find the seeds of eternal life in the
secular and non-ecclesiagtical, in the horror and emptiness of an
ascetic discipline of evil? Could it not be said, as Eliot has sad

! Jacques Maritain describes this well in Art and Poetry. 'There is a speculative
sncerity, | mean with respect to the sdf and in the very order of the interior life; a
straightforward gaze before which the heart spreads like a deployed campaign; for
which the shames, the opprobriums, the socid prohibitions and all the rules concerning
the dialogue with others, do not enter in, transferred to the secret colloquy in which
God alone takes part, to dissmulate aught of what is. If such a sincerity is not frequent,
this is because it requires courage.

"The saints posess it, lighted as they are by the gift of knowledge, illumination of
tears, and upheld by the gift of strength, which prevents them from dying of grief in
$aing themsaves. On another level certain gifts of the artistic order procure this kind
of sincerity in their manner. Such appeared in profane literature, a the price of what
ransom, of what redoubtable availahility, the privilege of Proust. Such is dso, in the
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in hisintroduction to Kipling, that "it is not a Christian vision, but
it is a least a pagan vison—a contradiction of the materidistic view:
it is the insght into a harmony with nature which must be re-estab-
lished if the truly Christian imagination is to be recovered by
Christians? Some connection between the artistic and the religious
there certainly is, and it meets in the vivid integrity of the inner life.
Henry James observes, in the Preface of his Portrait of a Lady, that
‘There is, | think, no more nutritive or suggestive truth . . . than
that of the perfect dependence of the "mord” sense of a work of
art on the amount of felt life concerned in producing it. The ques-
tion comes back thus, obviously, to the kind and degree of the
artigt's prime sengibility, which is the soil out of which his subject
springs” This, being the root of the glory, is dso the root of the
gposiasy. _

We know how reluctantly Matthew Arnold brought himself to
the view that religion had decayed, that if civilization was not to
degenerate into an apathetic materialism, art—as the ‘criticism of life
—must for the time oeing take the place of religion. Arnold's vision
of art, and particularly his view that criticism must make the best
idess prevail, has tended to settleinto akind of literary fundamental -
ism. Art never can be a substitute for religion; but of the many (in-
cluding Eliot) who have used Arnold as a whipping-post, few have
shown respect for his penetrating insight. The connections between
art and religion (but not theology) are neither dight nor accidental.
Art has its hereses; these are not dogmatic divergences so much as
the truncations of awareness, the rejections of responsibility, the wil-
ful assertions that are dl comprehended within the single sin of pride,
the desolating game of playing at being God; these end in despair by
a process of apostasy that Kierkegaard has described.

'Every human existence which is not conscious of itself as spirit,
or conscious of itself before God as spirit, every human existence
which is not thus grounded transparently in God but obscurely re-
poses or terminates in some abstract universality (state, nation, &c.),
or which, in obscurity about itself, takes its faculties merely as active
powers, without in a deeper sense being conscious whence it has
them, which regards itself as an inexplicable something which is to
be understood per se—every such existence, whatever it accomplishes,
though it be the most amazing exploit, whatever it explains, though
mystical description of the most singubr religious itinerary, the marvellous gift that we
find in Rene Schwob.'
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it were the whole of existence, however it enjoys life aesthetically—
every such exigtence is after al despair.’

The crigs of self-consciousness in an artigt's life is a microcosmic
sketch of his always being under threat of a capital charge for treason.
Herbert Read has indicated how self-consciousness may undermine
a system of myth: 'A religion like Christianity is built up largely of
unconscious symbols: it find its most powerful forces in unconscious
processes like faith, prayer, grace. The effect of experimental sciences
has been to destroy the unconsciousness of these symbols: it under-
stands them and therefore equates them with conscious equivalents,
which are no longer symbols and which on that account no longer
compel the imagination." Once an artist notices that he can make a
work of art whenever he wishes, he is in danger of never making an-
other. If he continues to make, he may easily fall into the position of
Eliot's Thomas a Becket, desiring to find eternal power in the ultim-
ate sdlf-sacrifice of martyrdom. It is a shadow of emphasis that
stands between the priest and the ruthless man of power—both in
their own ways sincere, devoted to the point of self-destruction, con-
vinced to the point of destroying others. The artist's position can be
very smilar.

Thomas Mann has rendered the mature form of this crisis with
appalling directness in his portrait of Goethe in Lotte in Weimar.
The artist, he says, may be illumined, but not inspired. 'Can you
imagine, he continues, 'the Lord God being inspired? 'One ascribes
to Him a peculiar coldness, a destructive equanimity. For what
should He feel enthusiasm, on whose side should he stand? For He
isthe whole, He is His own sde. He stands on His side, His attitude
is one of al-embracing irony/ Goethe's God here is the projection
of Goethe, of Goethe's conception of the artist, the man who exerts
'the gaze of absolute art, which is at once absolute love and absolute
nihilism and indifference and implies that horrifying approach to the
godlike-digbolic which we cal genius/ The 'neutrality of absolute
at' is a unity of dlness and nihilisn 'having nothing to do with
gentleness, and amounting to a most peculiar coldness, a crushing
indifference’. That neutrality arises from the artist's double nature, at
once willing and suffering. "What | am after is the productive, male-
female force, conceiving and procreating, susceptible in the highest
degree. | am the Lindheymer [female ancestor] in male form, womb

! Whether it is an accurate portrait of Goethe is not the question at issue here. |
take it to be a faithful account: it is shockingly repeeted in Rilke's life.
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and seed, androgynous art, quick to receive, yet mysdf begetting,
enriching the world with that | have received. Androgynous the
grest artist certainly is, but in respect of consciousness and not of
creativity. When Goethe concelves the double nature of the artist as
concentrating in one person the double function of creation, hejusti-
fies his shocking cruelty to Lotte, his crushing insenstiveness, by
supposing himsdf God, omnipotent, amoral, impervious. This is
the pinnacle of temptation that the artist is led to: he can create, he
knows he can create, he is God. Goethe is not an isolated instance:
any powerful heresy is at least half true. But between this attitude
and the attitude of a brutal and self-decelving autocrat there is no
difference. Thedifference, it might seem, isthat the one attitude pro-
duces abiding works of art, and the other manifests itsdf in mass
graves and the shattered conscience. The paradox is only verbal; for
no abiding work of art can grow out of alust for power, but only out
of the humility of the craftsman who can be perpetually surprised
that hiswork can at times transcend and redeem the limits of his own
power and his own weakness. The artist is not absolved from the
moral order of man's universe of value; only his postion is more
hazardous, more solitary, more desolating.

Thereis aprofound difference between the way art is crested and
the way it is recreated. Art can never be morally neutral, and it can
never be separated from profound (if sometimes only momentary)
beliefs. Although it is now fashionable to regect with scorn the
principle ofl'artpour I'art', it is difficult to see how any other attitude
in the artist can preserve him from the sin of pride and the lust for
power. So intricate, and delicate, and impossible is the making in art
that it absorbs the whole of the artis's energy and attention; the
virtues of humility and disinterestedness are forced upon him by the
nature of his activity. But that does not mean that his work is amoral
or powerless to communicate and influence. Only when criticism
regards art as an isolated end-in-itself does the notion of art for art's
sake become vicious and sterile. Criticism has been enriched by re-
garding art in the perspective of morality rather than in the light of a
Puritan or Philistine moralism; it has increased its stature and power
by going beyond the tests of Beauty and naughtiness to take serious
account of qualities of intelligence and senshility. It has been whole-
some for a time to say with Remy de Gourmont that 'La vérite est
tyrannique; le doute est liberateur'; and to cry with Gide, 'Let us drop the
word Truth, which might lead one to believe that the despotism of
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certain idess is legitimate.' It was well perhaps for our time to con-
centrate upon fidelity to inner experience, to find means of rendering
the luminous envelope of the individual sensitive life, to assert—even
with brutal force—the artist's privilege to cultivate his private uni-
verse of vivid being regardless of socid custom and convention. But
when one considers the sedulous cultivation of sensibility and intel-
lect in vacuo, in the padded satin room pervaded with nostalgic per-
fumes; when one regards the universe of Proust or Gide or Joyce or a
large the world of the Pre-Raphaelites and the Symbolists, one
recognizes self-abnegation, a particular asceticism in the inner disci-
pline of suspension, avoiding every formulation which might mar
the nacreous evanescence of the naked senghility. Yet about it al
there is an ar of death; for dl the vaunted integrity, so much is
narrowly circumscribed, private, narcissgtic, unashamedly self-ex-
hibitory. One marvels at the cool-headed criticism that can do full
justice to the qudities of intelligence and sensibility in this work
without noticing its moral vacuity. So to suspend moral discrimina
tion is not a true scepticism but an evasion of judgment, an evasion
of the responsibility to judge wholly of art in dl its implications.

It does not follow from what | havejust said that | am advocating
an exclusvely rosy-cheeked jumper-and-gym-shoes school of art.
But I am frankly puzzled by the self-gratulatory onanism exhibited in
some of the literature of this century, and, behind the unquestionable
originaity and brilliance of some of its achievements, by the incon-
sequence and emptiness of the world it reveals. Even this | am pre-
pared to accept in the al-embracing name of art, and in the hope of
finding illumination there and some correction for my persona
cranks of taste and response. It is less easy to accept the irresponsi-
bility of those critics who have arrogated to themselves a 'crestive
role in order to add professiona dignity and paedagogic authority to
the unassuming chore of carrying literary dop-pals and pruning-
hooks. Plato banished much poetry from his sate, not for philo-
sophical convenience, but because—being a poet—he recognized and
was appalled by the power of poetry; a power which could bemuse
and pervert aswell asliberate. Yeats wasto suffer some afterthoughts:

Did that play of mine send out
Certain men the English shot? ...
Could my spoken words have checked
That whereby a house lay wrecked?
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The youthful Shelley withdrew from Irdland frightened lest his
writing might stir up civil war and end in the spilling of blood. It is
easer—and atogether more comfortable—to dismiss these facts with
laughter than to recognize the truth they point to. Most of the art
criticism ofthis century is guilty of renouncing mora judgment. And
this has usually been done, not designedly, but absent-mindedly: by
limiting critical judgment to the order of scientific judgment and
‘aesthetic’ propriety. In art, however, judgment is a direct grasp of
value, intention, integrity—in short, of morality. Such judgments are
not purely aesthetic any more than they can be purely scientific. If
one supposes that poetry is the utterance of wisdom and being, and
that philosophy is the criticism and correlation of statements about
wisdom and being, then poetry and philosophy go hand in hand.
Criticism, in trying to become more philosophical, has merely tended
to become more positivist; it has thereby tended to fragment poetry
as wel as criticism and has helped to drive a wedge of 'humanist’
materialism between the two great centres of contemplative wisdom
—poetry and philosophy.

For severa years the New Criticism has divided its dlegiance
between the School of Value as represented by T. S. Eliot and the
scientific or Manifesto School as represented by the early Richards.
For many years Eliot's poetry and criticism have served as host for
much clever and parasitic journalism. During the last year or so,
however, former admirers and scholiasts of Eliot's work have started
to show their teeth. One would not be surprised ifthe revulsion were
an elementary gesture of surfeit; but there is a note of terror in it. In
al conscience Mr Eliot has been evasive enough behind his erudite
dogmatism; he has not been easy to label—not even with his own
labels. But now he has stepped forward, unabashed, in the role of
heresy-hunter. 'Aesthetic sensibility’, he asserted in his Notes towards
aDefinition of Culture, 'must be extended into spiritual perception, and
spiritual perception must be extended into aesthetic sensibility and
disciplined taste before we are qualified to passjudgment upon deca
dence or diabolism or nihilisn in art. Tojudge a work of art by
atigtic or by religious standards, to judge a religion by religious or
artistic standards should come in the end to the same thing: it is an
end a which no individual can arrive. This is an unnerving State-
ment. It destroys—or ought to destroy—at a single stroke the com-
fortable and defensive fiction that in art nothing counts beyond
intelligence and naked senghility.
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This is not the place fully to examine these issues. | smply wish
to indicate at one extreme some of the issues forced upon us by in-
quiring into artistic process and the experience of artists. Art, being
an integrated activity of the person, cannot be separated from the
most serious and persistent crises that man in his angelic obtuseness
is caled upon to survive with honour. But in the pages that follow
there will be no plentiful use of words like 'death’, 'God', 'life, and
love—I have tried as far as possble (following Paul Vdery) to
eschew these trombones.

6

In the body of the essay, and in notes upon the text, | have intro-
duced paralel and supporting quotations from other writers. There
may exist an account of artistic experience similar to mine: if there
is, | have not seen it. In reading and in discussion | have found
numerous anticipations of details of my own position, and a gratify-
ing quantity of support. The only clam | can make is not for
originality, but for singleness of conception. | have striven to work
persistently from the facts of artistic experience and aesthetic facts, as
far as| was able to grasp them for myselfin the presence of works of
art. The method is neither eclectic nor deductive; no doubt it has
most of the classical defects of an inquiry primarily introspective.
Yet because | wished to examine artistic experience and not some-
thing dse, | was determined that the inquiry must constantly be
referred to and tested by artistic experience. How far my introspection
has been modified by reading and discussion, how deeply germinal
debts and borrowings may be submerged, | cannot possibly say: |
know that my debts are numerous and heavy. The essay was first
drafted after very little specific reading, and has not substantially
atered its premisses or conclusions since then. During the five years
that that draft has lain falow | have been encouraged to bring the
work to completion, not by finding numerous disagreements, but
by finding in later reading a quantity of fragmentary agreements. The
original draft was amost completely bare of illustrative material; the
paralels and particular illustrations now included have been drawn
very largely from reading carried on while the final draft was being
written. Whatever authority the essay may have will arise, | suggest,
from the fact that it was conceived existentialy with the single
critica test of my own experience; it is encouraging that an account
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S0 concalved should coincide a some points with the statements of
artists whose work and reminiscences were not known to me until
the work was virtually finished.

When | spesk of a poem or awork of art | do not include every-
thing that might conceivably be cdled a poem, but only the few
greatest poems which are unquestionably entitled to that name. But |
do not offer aligt of these few greatest poems, nor can such alist be
inferred from my essay. Great poetry is at once too widely dispersed
and too severely localized to be comprehended within any one
person's critical grasp. My view of poetic process has not been, and
could not have been, deduced or evolved from any specific group of
works of art; it has grown out of meditations upon the experience of
the artist and upon whatever other 'inner goings-on' clustered around
that experience. Nor do | believe that my view could have been de-
duced or inferred from any specific collection of statements made by
artists themselves: the evidence there is too confused, and by itsvery
natureit ressts most attempts to reduce it to a datum for comparison.

A writer skilled in philosophical exposition would have made a
tidier job of this essay. For mysdlf, | did not hold clear philosophical
expogition as aprincipa am. Ifl have been able to delineate in some
wise the arch and movement, the urgency and mystery, of artistic
activity; if I have been able to strike a blow againgt the gross over-
smplifications of art that have gathered weight in this century; if |
have been able to indicate that the complexities, delicacies, happy
accidents, the tensions, collisons, and illogicalities of art present a
fruitful and amost virgin field of inquiry for the philosopher who
would extend philosophy, to the psychologist who would make his
study at once more sensitive and more personal; | shal be content.
Clarity is difficult to achieve; words—inscrutable, fertile, unbiddable
as they are—aways stand between the force of the felt thought and
the marks on the page. To avoid the ambiguity of using eroded
terms | have reluctantly introduced two or three specid terms. These
are not ‘technicd' terms s0 much as unavoidable, if somewhat
clumsy, devices to prevent the reader from crossing over to some-
body dsgs tramlines of thought. 1f I am correct in believing that the
study of poetic process will be fruitful for philosophy, psychology,
and logic, a clear break with some earlier ways of thinking about art
will be necessary at some points. Until a fresh mode of thought is
established in poetics, until a new way of thinking about art becomes
natural, the mind will tend to follow more familiar and comfortable
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highways. To start with, we need afew one-way words. When usage
has turned a blazed trail into a paved road, the road-signs can be less
numerous, the police force smaller; we shal enjoy the luxury of re-
garding every word as a four-cross-roads because we shall know in
what direction home lies if we want to get there. If|1 am mistaken in
this, there will be a little more terminological wreckage lying in the
ditches of scholarship: that risk seemed worth taking. But here | hope
will be no undue'abusing of God's patience and the King's English'.

Somewhere between the excitement of discovery and the discour-
agements of 'trying to use words, between the sudden brilliance of
vision and the successive desolations of striving to render the vision—
somewhere in that middle land of ordered and accidental communi-
cation the words rest when the pen is put asde. 'In the beginning of
important things,” Andre Gide has said,'—in the beginning of love,
in the beginning of the day, in the beginning of any work—there is
a moment when we understand more perfectly than we understand
again until dl is finished/ But perhaps when dl is finished there will
be no art and no language; and then dl the anguished struggles
towards clarity in words will be redeemed when the mind fals upon
the simple enterprise of going naked.
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What is Art?

How in its naked self
Reason wer powerless showeth when philosophers
wil treat of Art, the which they areful ready to do,
having good intuition that their master-key
may lie therein: but since they must lack vision of Art
(for elsewise they had been artists, not philosophers)
they miss the way.

ROBERT BRIDGES

sSTART must be made somewhere; let us begin with John
JRuskin's statement that art is universal language. If the
question 'What is Art? is taken to be a legitimate ques-
tion, it would seem to require a definition as an answer. Ruskin's
dictum proves not to be a definition at dl; or at best a partia and
equivocd one. Yet if we examine it we can see what sort of difficul-
ties arise when we attempt to construct a definition in answer to such
a question. The definition may illuminate the question even though
it cannot satisfactorily answer it.

The verb 'to be' is one of the mogt treacherous words a philosopher
can use. A convenient mark for indicating subtle relationships best
left unexamined, the verb 'to be' is seldom a mark of precise equiva-
lence. And the relation indicated by the verb 'to be will seldom work
in more than one direction: if, for example, we say 'universa
language is art’ we are saying something very different from what
Ruskin said,

I
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What is Ruskin describing here? what is he attempting to define?
The function of art? the nature of art? or are function and nature
indistinguishable? If we examine the terms of the statement closdly
they yield surprisingly little clear or concrete meaning. Some pulses
will quicken instantly at the words 'universal language’; and no
doubt Ruskin (who could be provocative enough to bring Whistler
to court) intended that they should. They seem to promise within the
sphere of art a democratic equality, the promise of treasure accessible
to the uncultivated: art is a language which can be understood by
anybody regardless of race, tongue, period, or education. But what
is language? What do we expect language to do? At very least we
expect it to communicate intelligibly. But the word ‘intelligibly' con-
ceds some further questions. If an utterance cannot be trandated
precisely into another language, or into other terms in the same
language, are we entitled to say that it is intelligible? If exact trans-
latability is an essential feature of language, then art is not language.
For nobody seriously believes that a work of art can be translated
into another mode of language without irretrievable loss nobody
serioudly doubts that a poem ceases to be a poem when trand ated
into scientific prose. And most people will recognize that—attractive
though the fancy may be—it is impossible to transate without dis-
tortion from one art to another. To talk of a symphony in colour, a
lyrical painting, or even an intelligible poem is an amiable, because
not totally worthless, use of metaphors. That they are metaphors at
al suggests, however, that they indicate arelation not otherwise to be
expressed.

When Ruskin coined his phrase he was evidently referring to
painting. What happens if the statement is extended to include other
arts—poetry, music, and sculpture as well as painting? Would this
obliterate differences between the separate arts which cannot be over-
looked? | think not. Indeed it is not until we examine the definition
in a broader application that we can see what is good about it and
what is mideading. The most prominent difference between the vari-
ous arts is that some arts use a language which is dso used in, or
closdy related with, other activities than art. Poetry uses words, and
words are the primary means of communication in al human affairs;
painting and sculpture use shapes, colours, lines, arrangements,
which we dso sometimes see in our natural surroundings. Music
would seem to assume a Specid postion among the arts—more
abstract, more pure, more spiritual; and so Paul Vaéry would have
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it, though his supporting argument will not stand up to anayss.
Schopenhauer and others have asserted that dl art strives towards the
condition of music. But that conviction destroys the unity of art,
unless we take him to mean that we must not expect poetry or paint-
ing to be any more accessible or intelligible than music; that we find
the highest condition of an art when we experience it in its own
terms, when we do not attempt to interpret it in terms of another
activity which happens to share the same language. The unmixed
'language of sound' is not recognizably used for any other coherent
mode of expression except music; yet music, far from being ‘abstract’,
is the least abstract of the arts in that it is the most direct means of
communicating feeling of an intricate and ordered kind. Music is
not generically different from the other arts: it is in some sense—but
not in dl senses—the prototype of them dl. And the different arts are
included in the single term Art because each, in its own medium
and in the way proper to that medium, fulfils the same function.
But what is that function? To communicate? To please? Yes
both—and more. But how to communicate, and to communicate
what? In what way to please? Ruskin implies that art communicates
in the same way that 'language’ communicates, that it pleases by
making utterances which are 'universal’ (whether in apped or appli-
cation is not clear). But the language of poetry is not intelligible or
trandatable in any usual sense of those words; or rather, it is intelli-
gible or trandatable only at a level which is not the level of poetry.
To put it in another way, poetry has an inner coherence which
cannot be generalized into a set of external rules; but that coherenceis
not arbitrary—it will play no tricks with the reader if the reader does
not try to play any tricks with it. And perhaps that is an essential
feature of dl language—a much more characteristic feature of
language than the practical test of whether it can be trandated into
another mode of thought or expression, or whether its meaning can
be supported by other evidence or by behaviour. And as for the
universality that Ruskin claims for art, he surely cannot mean gener-
ality; for the function of art is to convey, not generdlities, but unique-
nesses. If art does sometimes—or even often—convey matters of
genera interest or validity, the generality may be incidental and not
essentia. Art communicates something: there can be no doubt of
that. But the something—except when the art is contaminated by
didactic purpose—is not a description, nor a propostion, nor a
conclusion: art never assumes the prepostional form which is the
3
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indispensable requirement for logicd analysis. Here for the moment
our probing must cease. We are confronted with the central 'Mystery
of Art', the crux which is usually evaded by introducing some con-
venient term like Beauty or Imagination. The absence of a logica
starting-point places philosophical exposition at a severe disadvan-
tage, and makes a writer fret againg the inadequacies of a language
which has fashioned itselfinflexibly around the principle of causality
and syllogigtic sequence.

By examining Ruskin's assertion we find that no precise meaning
is to be digtilled from the words themselves, beyond the suggestion
that art has something to do with language and is universa in its
apped. The statement looks definite enough, and most—if not dl
—of the statements that can be made about art assume this same
characteristic and mideading form. 'Art is communication’; 'Art is
expression’; 'Art is language’; 'Art is irrationa’. All these statements
suggest an equation of the form x = z, where x is to be determined
and z is known. Actually the known quantity in such pseudo-
equations is not fully enough known to permit of direct solution.
We may modify the statement to the form 'Art is a kind o/expression,
suggesting an eguation of the form x= yz, where z is known and y
Is a modifier to be determined. But this will not do either; for if art
isin fact a kind of expression, the term 'expression' cannot be fully
known until it includes "art-expression’. The equation—if equation
it be in any sense—is adways of the form X,= Z,, where X is a
function of Z and Z is afunction of X. And the solution lies, not in
seeking fuller knowledge of a Z independent of X, or fuller know-
ledge of an X independent of Z, but in a series of simultaneous
dynamic approximations to both. For the philosopher then the pro-
blem is, not to illuminate the independent 'nature’ of an X and a Z,
but to extricate more and more clearly the relationship between X
and Z, the relation so approximately and crudely indicated by the
mark =, by the word 'function’, or by a part of the verb 'to be'*

1 Cf. Gabridl Marcd, The Mystery of Being, 1,12-13: ‘Could we say that the philo-
sopher is akind of locksmith to whom we turn when we want to open some particular
door? Even this is much too simple. In this case door, keyhole, lock, are not given.
The task of philosophy, to my mind, consists precisely in this sort of reciproca
clarification of two unknowns, and it may wel be that, in order to pose the true
questions, it is actually necessary to have an intuition, in advance, about what the true
answers might be. It might be said that the true questions are those which point, not
to anything resembling the solution of an enigma, but rather to a line of direction along
which we move'
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The relationship is sometimes indicated by a more vigorous verb:
'Art gives pleasure; 'Art transcends and creates the artist’; "Art grows
out of wholeness of mind. These propositions are as ambivaent as
the others and assume the same form; but they attempt, by the meta-
phorical implications of the verb, to indicate—and sometimes to
render—the relation between the two terms of the propostion. This
use of analogy and metaphor is not peculiar to theories of art and
ethics, al 'natural laws are anaogies inasmuch as they are means of
expressing a number of diverse phenomena in terms of a single
reference: and 'natural law' was a very bold metaphor when Bacon
introduced it. But since art is concerned with rendering unique
events of experience and not with generalizing upon groups of
phenomena or events, the analogies and metaphors of art are con-
stantly changing, becoming obliterated or eroded, being discovered,
refreshed, reworked; they must aways be unique not generd; dis-
covered or 'made, not carried over uncritically from convention or
applied in a prejudicial manner. In the same way the metaphors
and analogies which may be used when we try to describe artistic
experience and activity cannot be reduced to any single metaphor
or andogy. To inquire into artistic experience one needs, not only to
use language delicately and precisely, but to use language as the
artist usesit; each single metaphor must be exactly rendered, for ifthe
relation can already be explained in unmetaphorical terms thereis no
need for the metaphor. Many metaphors and many analogies will be
used, and they will al be needed in various ways a once; but here,
asin poetry, metaphorsare not contradictory—not even 'mixed meta:
phors are contradictory. When one metaphor illuminates one aspect
of a problem it is used; when it ceases to illuminate it is abandoned
and another metaphor sought. The same procedure occurs in the
successive revisons of scientific laws; the only difference is that in
science a metaphor once found inadequate is discarded or retained
for subsidiary uses—in aesthetics they are al retained. For the pur-
pose of aesthetics and criticism—I take it—is, not to establish asingle
basis of description or explanation, but first to discover and see
clearly what art and works of art and artistic experience are.

Communication is evidently a definite feature of art. But it is only
one feature; and even in tracking down that sngle feature we are
obliged to recognize that we do not know beforehand everything
there is to know about communication. We cannot assume that the
prototype of communication is known, otherwise we may confine the
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term to a meaning which has little to do with art. Does the word
‘communication’ mean much more than ‘getting into touch with'?
When communication occurs, does that imply that there was a con-
scious desire or design to communicate? IS communication limited to
the transfer of 'meanings—of whatever is inteligible, descriptive,
indicative, or trandatable? Or does communication establish (as the
word itsdlf suggests) some relation of unity between two people a
relation, not merely instrumental, in which two persons not only
exchange information but come to 'know' each other more or less
completely and permanently? Can it be that communication is char-
acterized by such amental identification rather than by thetransfer of
'meanings? Can it be that to transfer intelligible 'meaning' to another
person, as though one were passing a bag of nuts, is an extension of
that socid equivocation by which we prevent ourselves from losing
identity and protect ourselves from being too clearly known?

The genesis of works of art and statements made by artists them-
sves cannot entirely resolve these questions. We require dso the
convinced and carefully clarified statements of those who receive
communication from works of art. We shall come to recognize that
the cregtion and recregtion of works of art is not an automatic
mechanical response to stimuli, that the dynamic triad poet-poem-
reader is always the irreducible unit for inquiry, that the element of
‘concern’ can never be eliminated, and that consequently we cannot
proceed dong scientific lines in any current sense of the word
'stientific. Communication in art cannot occur unless there is a
desire—or at very least awillingness—to be communicated with. The
willingness need not be conscious a first, but in its most refined form
it will be so. It is not enough that the reader or listener be physio-
logically capable of seeing or hearing: he must aso want to look and
be prepared to ligen, and he must be prepared to look and listen in
an appropriate way and to discover in each instance what is an
appropriate way. And the way that will be appropriate is deter-
mined by the work of art itself and by the fact that it is awork of art.

Ruskin's statement that art is universal language should not be
dismissed merely becauseit is not atrue definition. Artisin any case
indefinable; and Ruskin knew that as well as anybody. What we
can do however is (as it were) to draw aring around art, to mark out
its boundaries, and this, rather than finding verba equivalents for
unknowns, is the function of definition. And if those boundaries
include some familiar territory which may have been thought to
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belong to somebody ese, there is no need for alarm or surprise; for
we are deding with what Coleridge cdled 'inner goings-on, and
not with property; with what occurs and is experienced and not with
what can be possessed.

Ruskin could at times be both wilful and hermetic in his state-
ments, but in this cae he is neither. If, instead of attempting to
analyse his words, we meditate upon them and seek to recover what
attitude towards art the statement implies, we come upon some im-
portant considerations of which the words themselves give little hint.
This much is dear: he is uttering his belief that art has something to
say, and that art is of value in human life; and with a bland gesture
of didactic encouragement he promises that art is accessible to every-
body. He engages the listener's attention by talking in what seems to
be common language, and by suggesting that art can be placed upon
a familiar practica footing. But when we pay attention to what
he wants to say, when we shift the emphasis from the language to
the art, he seemsto have played a confidencetrick: he hasled usinto
conversation about language only to talk about a peculiar if not
unique use of language. Perhaps nobody has any business to use
language in a unique way. But Ruskin—whether he intended it or
not—has brought us to awholesome state of scepticism. Perhapsitis
Ruskin and not his listeners who knows what language is. Is the
'normal’ everyday use of language the type towards which dl
language should aspire? Is a divergence from 'normal’ usage repre-
hensible, inadmissible, even bad, language? Or does it in the case of
poetry merely mark a departure from practicaity, arisng from a
purpose which is not that of everyday? If a poet is taxed with an
‘irrational’ use of language, with not sticking to the rules of grammar,
he will probably answer in much the same off hand manner that
Eliot adoptsin Sweeney Agonistes:

1 gotta use words when | talk to you
But ifyou understand or ifyou dont
That's nothing to me and nothing to you
We all gotta do what we gotta do

And after al, whose business is it to tell a poet how he should use
language? It is the poet's business to use language superlatively. The
language pf art may seem unique to those who insist upon generdiz-
ing upon language and leave the language of poetry out of account.
But is it the case that the language of poetry is abnormal, inaccessible,
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strange? Paul Vdéy has sad that 'there are no names for those
things amongst which one is completely done. Yet that dtate of
aoneness is the typical state for art and for mora choice: and it is
that state of adoneness that the 'normal’ use of language seeks to
shatter, and which the sodd use of language drives to ignore or to
destroy.

But Ruskin is talking about art, and not primarily about language;
and by art he is thinking first of dl about painting. Working in the
medium of prose exposition it is fatally easy to ‘explain’ some aspects
of painting by drawing illustrations from poetry; but the words
once taken out of their poetic context shift out of the sphere of art
into the abstractions of scientific prose where they can have no bear-
ing upon painting. There is a classic instance of this in Ruskin's two
essays on the 'Pathetic Fallacy’. And frequently some feature of
poetry is 'explained’ in terms of painting or sculpture on the assump-
tion that because painting and sculpture are 'visud' they supply an
external test for accurate sense-perception. But it is by no means clear
what connection there is between the thing seen and the thing
painted, in spite of dl that painters themselves have sad on this
apparently straightforward subject. Ruskin got himsdlfinto difficul-
ties when he tried to use art as though it were a universal language,
whenever he sought to explain the 'meaning' of a picture or ventured
to trandate from one art to another. But these failures occur when he
indulges his consuming desire to teach; as long as he concentrates on
art and is content to look at it without wishing to foster, correct, or
promulgate, he is on firm and familiar ground.

Two points then emerge from Ruskin's dictum—one which he
intended, and one which may not have crossed his mind. Works of
art are (in Herbert Read's phrase) entities of direct apped: and this
is the most important thing Ruskin is saying here. He aso implies
that, if we take the term 'art’ in its broader meaning, the attitude of
mind to which art can successfully apped is the same or very similar
for dl the arts. This receptive attitude, he feels, is not the prerogative
of a sdect few, but (theoreticaly at least) can be adopted by any-
body; so he applies the adjective ‘universal’ to the language of art.
But that word does not promise that the appea can be made success-
fully without suitable preparation: Ruskin knew that too well from
his frantic efforts to train alarge number of people to appreciate art.
And the preparation, far from being a training in adroit technical
analyss, is an initiation—an initiation, not into the 'Mydseries of
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Art', but into purity of heart and innocence of perception. The
initiation induces us to discipline our fractious longing to 'under-
sand', to discover 'meaning' in, works of art; and the end of that
discipline is a receptive state of mind dynamically engaged with the
work of art. In some periods of society art seems to have been widely
accessible without such a preparation: in our own time the currents
of the technical and practical have for most people slited up the
smple naked state of belief—by which | do not mean make-believe
—in which aone works of art can be created and recrested. That is
why so much of the critic's energy must be directed against the
uncritical.

The most impressive claim that is made for art—and it is made
very persstently—is that art bodies forth redlity; that art is meta-
physica in virtue of its specia capacity to penetrate below the sur-
faces of things; that art illuminates redlity and the nature of Being.
From whatever angle we approach art there is no avoiding the
element of persona engagement, of what the Quakers vividly cdl
‘concern’. If art does not matter to a person, for that person there can
be no artigic experience. Any inquiry into art which neglects the
elements of concern and value finds the back door locked. Even
perception—that crux in artistic experience which dso plays avita
role in dl ordinary experience—is not to be understood in its bear-
ings upon art until the element of concern is included; and no
amount of scientific inquiry into perception can ater that condition
unless the scientific method itself be altered.

In measure and in marksmanship
lies the exactitude of death.

It might appear that the two questions 'What is real? and 'What
matters? were two different questions; many would jump to answer
thefirst, but would hesitate over the second. Y et once we recognize
that what we ‘want' is not aways either red or valuable, we can see
that from the human point of view the two questions are the same
and can scarcely be answered (short of a completely integrated theo-
logicd system) except by the words 'Redity matters. The phrase
'God is love is no doubt a statement of the same sort, ultimate and
compact, but expressed with greater personal warmth in terms of a
particular belief.

If art does not bear witness to redlity it is not much worth bothering
about; if art does not express genuine knowing, if it is not in some

p.p. 9 D
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important sense true, it can a best be an enervating fantasy detri-
menta to the soul's health. Theterms'redity’, 'knowing', ‘truth’ have
been so variously applied and interpreted that they eesly become
emblems of splendour, empty of meaning. But that is no reason to
abandon them and to stop asking what of importance lies behind
them. Art is not an gpologetic poor relation, waving the time-worn
credentials of truth, redlity, and knowledge in the hope of securing
a last place of honour. It may be the assured permanence of art that
makes newcomers so inclined to take it for granted or to treat it with
condescension when not actualy trying to get rid of it. Art is in-
convenient in any logicd system: it refuses to fit neatly into any
formula. But that may mean that there is something wrong, not only
about the formula, but about the way formulae are framed. Ifart is
true, not for what it says, but for what it is; if a work of art is in-
exhaustible to analysis because the forms of art grow from within,
and embody themselves in a manner not repeated in any other
objects constructed by man; then these will be facts to be reckoned
with, even ifthey uproot al previous systems of formulation. Artistic
experience forces us to recognize that the mind can operate in more
delicate and comprehensive ways than scientific fact can either sug-
gest or tolerate. If we can appreciate a dl clearly the conditions and
assumptions which make an artist's work possble, we may see
reality, knowledge, and truth in afresh—even an aarming—perspec-
tive. As we seek more clearly to grasp the conditions of art, we
discover more about art itself, and more about experience in dl its
most heightened and valuable forms. For art clams to start from a
peculiarly powerful kind of knowing; art clams to engage the whole
person and to make the person whole; when al practicdity is laid
asde and the mind falls upon contemplation, art is the only possble
utterance. It may be that in the activities which end in a great work
of art we may find the prototype of redity and of the way redity is
grasped and known and made known.
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What is a poet? A poet is an unhappy being whose heart is torn by secret sufferings, but whose
lips are so strangely formed that when the sighs and cries escape them, they sound like beautiful
music. Hisfate is like that of the unfortunate victims whom the tyrant Phalaris imprisoned in a
brazen bull and slowly tortured over a steadyfire; their cries could not reach the tyrant's ears so
as to strike terror into his heart; when they reached his ears they sounded like sweet music. And
men crowd about the poet and say to him: 'Sing for us soon again’; that is as much as to say:
'May new sufferings torment your soul, but may your lips beformed as before; for the cries
would onlyfrighten us, but the music is deicious’ And the critics come too, and say: 'Quite
correct, and so it ought to be according to the rules of aesthetics’ Now it is understood that a
critic resembles a poet to a hair; he only lacks the suffering in his heart and the music upon his
lips. Lo, therefore, | would rather be a swineherdfrom Amagar, and be understood by the swine,
than be apoet and be misunderstood by men—KIERKEGAARD.

HE process which endsin awork of art isat once an act of

discovery and sdlf-discovery; it is an act of self-redization

which at the same time makes the world more red. A
work of art is, asit were, an extension of some val uabl e experience of
the artist's—and it is an extension, not smply in mental, spiritual, or
experientia terms, but aso in physical terms. The artists experience
has somehow been embodied, incarnated, made physical while ill
presarving its spiritua identity. As aphysical entity it is accessble to
others, with due preparation others can engage themselves with the
work of art (both physicdly and mentally), and so entey into the
experience which the artis has embodied in his work. (The irre-
ducible unit for art then is not smply the work of art but the
‘aesthetic triad—the poet, the poem, and the reader. When these
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three come into relation through the physical focus of the work of art,
we may expect that there will be some smilarity between the momen-
tary experience of poet and reader, and between the process by which
the poem has been created and the process which recreates it. These
two processes are not identicd; nor are they mirror-images of each
other; consequently the aesthetic triad cannot be reduced to two
terms. And since thistriad is the irreducible unit, and the work of art
in isolation is not sufficient bass either for a theory of art or for a
theory of criticism, it is advisable to inquire into the processes as well
as into the persons and things. For the relaions within the triad are
dynamic relations. The more fully we understand the process, the
more fully we shall come to understand both the nature of the artist
and the nature of the work of art.

Perhaps artists themselves will throw some light upon these ques-
tions, ether in their definitions of art or in their accounts of their
experience of making works of art.

Of dl the 'definitions of poetry advanced by poets themselves very
few can properly be regarded as definitions—they seldom define the
limits that poetry operates within, and they can never offer a verba
equivalent into which the term 'poetry’ can be satisfactorily trans-
lated. Many of these statements assert the dignity, value, truth, or
reality of poetry; others are more or less velled accounts of the experi-
ence of making poems; others are charms, formulae, or gnomic frag-
ments of advice which help the individual poet keep his own per-
sond problems and ideds in view; some appear to describe the
function of poetry. Little would be gained by attempting to classfy
under such inexact headings dl the statements that have been made
about poetry: but it is interesting to notice that what appear to be
definitions display such diverse functions, and that a single poet
writing about his art will frequently embrace more than one of these
purposes in a single statement. When Horace, for example, says that
a poet should keep his manuscript by him for nine years and vigor-
oudy apply thefife of criticism, he assumes the role of an old hand
offering a craftsman's counsdl; but he is dso recognizing an import-
ant feature of the poet's inner experience—the period of gestation and
dlent assmilation. When Aristotle says that'All speces of Poetry
are in their generd conception modes of Mimesis [Imitation?] he
offers a succinctly condensed equation which, on inquiry, needs a
whole universe of interpretation if we are to understand the term
Mimesis. When Milton describeslzpoetry as 'ample, sensuous, and
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impassoned he is keeping in sght the quaities he wished to
achieve in his work, but he dso implies much that is essentid to the
nature of poetry. Coleridge's statement that poetry is 'the best words
in the best order' is of the same sort; and in the same way, with its
vivid, humble language, it strikes to the very heart of poetry. Dr
Samuel Johnson, who in dl sobriety could not be accused of making
high-flown clams for the transcendental quality of poetry, announces
that ‘the end of poetry is to instruct by pleasing’; and this proves to
be an inexhaustible statement, less narrowly limited to the rationa’
atitude of the eighteenth century than would at first appear. Mr
T. S. Eliot waives definition: 'Poetry is a superior amusement: | do
not mean an amusement for superior people. | cal it an amusement,
an amusement pour distmireles bonetes gens, not because that is a true
definition, but because if you cdl it anything else you are likely to
cdl it something gtill more fase' But elsewhere he produces a
modified version of Coleridges rule-of-thumb: 'Poetry is excellent
words in excelent order and excellent rhythm.’

Most of these 'definitions, if fully extricated, arise from some com-
plex ingght into the nature of poetry: each holds in focus certain
agpects of the whole intricate matter. And the more carefully one
attempts to disengage what these statements imply, the more one is
impressed by the intricacy of the problem of definition; the more one
islikely to say with Herbert Read that 'Poetry is properly speaking
a transcendental quality—a sudden transformation which words
assume under aparticular influence—and we can no more definethis
quality than we can define a state of grace.’

One very prominent group of 'definitions asserts—often with
intense honorific colouring—that poetry is an important matter, that
somehow in its own right it embodies redity and utters truth.
Aristotle has never been regarded as 'the poet's philosopher', yet he
claims that 'Poetry is a more philosophical and higher thing than
history; for poetry tends to express the universal." Wordsworth, who
admits modestly to have heard of Aristotle, gives more enthusiastic
utterance to this same conviction: 'Poetry is the image of Man and
Nature. Poetry is the breath and finer spirit of dl knowledge; it is the
impassioned expression which is in the countenance of dl Science.
Poetry is thefirst and last of al knowledge—it is as immortal as the
heart of man.' Shelley similarly maintains that 'Poetry is indeed
something divine. It is at once the centre and circumference of know-
ledge. Poetry is the record of the best and happiest moments of the
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happiest and best minds. Poetry makes immortal dl that is best and
most beautiful in the world. . . . Poetry redeems from decay the
vigtations ofthe divinity in man." Other instances ofthis view—ifrom
Plato onwards—could readily be accumulated.

On the one hand, then, we have some hard kernels of truth about
the nature of poetry; on the other a number of assartions about the
high standing of poetry in the whole range of human endeavour. A
third group, equally valuable but much less often submitted to in-
quiry, comprises accounts of how poems are made. Few artists
before this century have left any detailed account of their experience
of making poems. Chaucer in The House of Fame alows an owl to
chide him For his bookishness.

In stede of reste and newe thynges,
Thou goost bom to thy bous anoon,
And, also domb as any stoon,

Thou sittest at another book

Tyl fully daswed ys thy look,

And Iyvest thus an heremyte.

But Chaucer is no man for expansive confidences; and neither is
Shakespeare. We catch a glimpse of Milton reducing hisfifty loose
lines of the morning to ten finished lines by evening—and Vergil
gives much the same report; Mozart, Brahms, and Goethe tell us a
little, and we can guess a certain amount about Beethoven; there are
numerous hints about the exhausting labour of discovery and self-
criticism and patience; Poincare gives some details about mental
processes in mathematica thinking; and there is plenty of evidence
that most works of art are made and don't just happen. In a few
instances we know what released the creative energy—Ilong walks,
ill-hedlth, wine, opium, persona or vicarious emotion, tradition,
hard work. Signor Vivante has shown how often the credive
principle has been described in poems; and those descriptions have
generaly escaped notice. And il there is no way of telling what it
felt like to write Samson Agonistes, or A Valediction, forbidding Mourn-
ing, or The Hind and the Panther, or the Ode on a Grecian Urn, or Felix
Randal We know practically nothing about the experience of com-
posing TheAncient Mariner, yet the genesis of no other poem has been
submitted to such minute examination. The genesis of Kubla Khan
was described long after the event, and has been preserved because
that birth was an exceptiona one.

14
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From about the middle of the nineteenth century, and particularly
in Europe, poets began to record their crediive experience. The
theme became so persistent among the Imagists that they seemed in
danger of being digtracted from their practice of poetry by writing
verses about what it feds like to write poems—or more often about
what it feels like not to be able to write poems. Paul Vaery was a
most persistent inquirer into these matters. In the late twenties John
Livingston Lowes, in The Road to Xanadu, gave a fresh impulse and
a more factual direction to such inquiries. A renewed interest in
the psychology of poets and the genesis of poems has, however, in-
duced a serious sdlf-consciousness among poets as well as among the
critics and scholars. A separate library has been founded to house
drafts and manuscripts of the work of dl contemporary poets—an
admirable scheme, even though there are no signs yet that anybody
knows what to do with the materials' Fortified by this semi-
technical enthusiasm, compendious volumes have been appearing
(usudly with titles like Artists on Art) and these have generdly
been compiled in the guileless belief that sheer bulk of evidence—
no matter how uncritically collected and arranged—uwill force some
reluctant theorist to make up his mind about the nature of art.

To this particular branch of autobiography the inquirer must
bring an especiadly senstive discrimination. Even when the words in
two accounts are the same or similar, they may refer to quite different
kinds of thought and experience. Then there is the question of
veracity. Artists tell the story of their work for a variety of reasons;
and the reasons are not aways sef-evident because not aways con-
scious, and by no means are they aways ‘artistic. Some do it because
they are genuinely interested in their inner goings-on and have acute
powers of introspective observation; others do it for fun, or to clear
their heads, or to prove atheory, or to disprove atheory and denigrate
their rivals, or to take a hand in the exhilarating sport of gulling
journalists. In short, the evidence is confused and confusing. Yet
poets often tell us what it feels like to make a poem, when they
appear to be talking about something €se. Not many poets of the
first order have given a clear direct account of their experience in
composition; but practically none has faled to say what he believes

! See for example Poets at Work: Essays based on the Modern Poetry Collection at the
Lockwood Memorial Library, University of Buffalo, by Rudolf Arnheim, W. H. Auden,
Karl Shapiro, D. A. Stauffer (1948). Miss Phyllis Bartlett has recently published a
more compendious, but not more satisfactory, study entitled Poems in Process (1951).
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poetry is—or should be. More often than not, a definition of poetry
IS a statement by the poet of the kind of poetry he is writing or nopes
to write; and a theory of poetry constructed by a poet is often a gen-
erdized account of his own way of making poetry.! Wordsworth's
celebrated, but often misrepresented, 'definition’ of poetry as the
spontaneous overflow of powerful fedings taking its origin from
emotion recollected in tranquillity, must be interpreted as an account
of personal experience. He is not saying: 'This is what poetry is nor
"Thisis how poetry ought to be composed.’ By implication, he says.
‘This is what happens to me when | make a poem: perhaps you will
recognize a Smilar process in your own experience, and from that
endorse the truth of my poems." There are many luminous accounts
of this sort widely scattered—in Coleridge's work, in Shelley's
Defence of Poetry and even in his neglected Speculations on Metaphysics,
in Keatss Letters, and (as Signor Vivante has shown) broadcast
through the whole poetry of the language.

* * *

It has often been sad that Wordsworth, Coleridge, Shelley, and
Keats describe only one kind of poetry, that they are incorrigibly
'Romantic—whatever that may mean—and that thelr remarks upon
their art can be accepted only with reservation.? The slf-styled
Classcids, from Popeto T. E. Hulme and T. S. Eliot, have placed
great emphasis upon the qualities of imperviousness, irony, digtinct-
ness, coldness, impersonality: and these qualities are frequently to be
found in the work of the great 'Romantics. For the moment the
Classica-Romantic distinction may be left unexamined, for we are
concerned with graver matters. The central question is 'What pro-
cessss in the artist and the critic (reader) end in the creation and
re-creation of works of art? As thefirst piece of evidence | choose the
theories of James Joyce and William Butler Yedas. If these two
should, in the light of some genuine distinction between ‘classca’
and 'romantic', turn out to be ‘romantics, their evidence is not in-
validated. When the creative process occurs it is subject, one
SUpPosss, to as dight individual variation as the physical processes of
digestion and gestation—even though poetic process is not entirely a

L Cf. T. S. Eliot, The Music of Poetry, p. 9:"... when [the poef] theorizes about
poetic creation, heis likely to be generalizing one typecfapenemef
e;But see Mario Praz, The Romantic Agony, and Herbert Read, The True Voice of
Feeling
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physical process and is not a mechanism. | have chosen Joyce and
Y eats because they were contemporaries with each other and with us.
Their language and intentions should not, then, need much archaeo-
logicd reconstruction; yet at the same time their differences of
persond opinion and the differences between two strikingly similar
theories should help to control any generalizations we may wish to
draw.

In choosing James Joyce to represent a poet | am thinking not of
the verses collected in Chamber Music and Pomes Pennyeach but of
Joyce's novels. As early as 1914, in his Portrait ofthe Artist asa Young
Man, he had given a coherent statement of his theory of art. In
Ulysses and Finnegans Wake he refined and amplified that statement,
delineating himself and the poet at large under the name of Stephen
Daedalus—poet, maker of words, maker of myths, the winged one;
but the earlier statement, compressed and single asiit is, is complete
enough to stand by itsdlf.

The dialogue between Joyce as undergraduate and his friend
Lynch, in the seventh chapter of the Portrait, makes curious reading.
His aesthetic theory is centred upon 'beauty’ and apparently upon
the sanction of Aquinas. But although his language and the form
of exposition seem a first to have the crabbed detachment of the
Schoolmen, his argument reaches out from and returns to a centre
which is not the text of Aquinas but the core of his own cregtive
experience.

Joyce takes his departure from Aristotle's definition of tragedy, by
defining (as Aristotle had neglected to do) the terms ‘pity’ and
'terror'. 'Pity is the feeling which arrests the mind in the presence of
whatever is grave and constant in human sufferings and unites it
with the human sufferer. Terror isthefeeling which arreststhe mind
in the presence of whatsoever is grave and constant in human suffer-
ings and unites it with the secret cause.’ The tragic emotion, looking
towards both pity and terror, is static—it arreststhe mind. He gener-
dizes from this to state that the ‘esthetic emotion' is static (‘the mind
is arrested above desire and loathing’) whereas 'improper art' (porno-
graphical or didactic) arouses 'kinetic emotion'—urges us to possess
or to shrink away. Desire and loathing are aesthetically improper,
not only because they are kinetic, but aso because they are smply
physical. Beauty as expressed by the artist ought to induce 'an ided
pity or an ided terror, a stass cdled forth, prolonged and at last
dissolved by ... the rhythm of beauty'. Art, he continues, is ‘the
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human dispogtion of sengble or intelligible matter for an esthetic
end—'to try dowly and humbly and constantly to express, to press
out again, from the gross earth or what it brings forth, from sound
and shape and colour which are the prison gates of our soul, an
image of the beauty we have come to understand—that is art'

John Donne has it that 'this ecstasy doth unperplex’. And we now
find Joyce moving from this hard knot of compact definitions to-
wards the more glowing figurative language of this last passage: heis
turning towards home, where he started from—his persona experi-
ence as an artist. Aristotle and Aquinas are named; an illustration is
drawn from physiology; Croce is inthe background but only to be
improved upon. This is Joyce on Joyce's experience of art. He com-
plains of Aristotle's psychology as being too exclusive; and, having
dispatched to his satisfaction ‘the act itsdlf of esthetic apprehension,
Joyce sets offin afresh direction. "When we come to the phenomena
of artistic conception, artistic reproduction, | require a new termino-
logy and a new persond experience!

The new terminology however is not a new coinage; he has shifted
from the previous terms (Stasis-kiness, esthetic-physical) to the three
termsin which Aquinas described universal beauty—inttgntas, con-
sonantia, claritas. (Joycetrand atesthese as'wholeness, 'harmony’, and
radiance’). He now considers each of these in the light of his own
experience. In the luminous apprehension of the aesthetic image, the
thing is apprehended in its integritos, as single and whole, 'as self-
bounded and self-contained upon the immeasurable background of
gpace or time which is not it.* The synthesis of immediate percep-
tion is followed by analysis, the apprehension of the thing ‘as com-
plex, multiple, divisble, separable, made up of its parts, the result
of its parts and their sum, harmonious—the consonantia of the thing
is now discerned. Claritas is less easy to grasp. Joyce dismisses as
'literary talk' the notion that Aquinas may mean either 'alight from
some other world, the idea of which the matter is but the shadow,
the redity of which it is but the symbol', or that it is 'the artistic dis-
covery and representation of the divine purpose in anything or a
force of generdization which would make the esthetic image a

L Cf. a statement of Picaswo's It would be very interesting to preserve photo-
graphicaly, not the stages, but the metamorphoses of a picture. Possibly one might
then discover the path followed by the brain in materidizing the dream. But there is
one very odd thing—to notice that besicdly a picture doesn't change, that the first
"visgon" remains dmogt intact, in spite of appearances/
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universd one, [and o] make it outshine its proper conditions.
Claritas is 'the scholegtic quidditas, the whatness of a thing'. This
supreme quality is felt only when the aesthetic image is conceived in
the imagination. And that instant, when the mind has been arrested
by the wholeness of the image and fascinated by its harmony, is ‘the
luminous slent sads of esthetic pleasure, a spiritual state very like to
that cardiac condition which the Itdian physiologist Luigi Gavani

.. caled the enchantment of the heart'.

The most noticesble features of this account are the artist's 'lumi-
nous apprehension’ and the 'luminous slent das's; elsewhere Joyce
comprehends these two in the single term ‘epi phany He ds0
implies that the act of aesthetic apprehension is a process of integra-
tion, moving towards its consummation through the solidity of the
image. That this should be similar to mystica experience does not
escape Joyces atention, and the connection is not accidental. Again,
his third and mogt lusive term—claritas—does not apply simply to
aquality ofthe'thing', or even to the image' it is a Sate of the whole
person, arising out of his manner of apprehending and constructing
hisimages. (I therefore prefer the word incandescence to Joycesword
radiance’.)

Does that mean that the poet's experience is differentiated at the
most radica level, in the act of perception itself? Isit not afunction of
al perception to be somehow 'luminous? Or does Joyce require
some specid kind of perception? And how exclusive and precise is
his divison between 'esthetic' and 'physica? And does the wide
difference between 'esthetic’ and 'physica’ experience, as Joyce draws
it, imply that aesthetic experience diverges from the normal, is a
parasite upon a more wholesome ordering of life? Or does he mean
that the same psychic components take their part in both kinds 01
experience, but are differently ordered?

Joyce does not discuss these problems here, but goes on to engage
thequestion of artistic communication. All poetry exhibits an histori-
cd movement from lyric, to epic, then to narrative, and finaly to
dramatic forms; and this, he maintains, is a progression from 'the
smplest verba vesture of an instant of emotion’ to the fully developed
and enriched aesthetic image which is 'life purified in and projected
from the human imagination'. The progression is one of wider and
wider engagement, of deepening integration—and at the same time,

! In the same way Paul Nash's name for an imaginative experience was an 'event.
Whether the term owes anything to Whitehead | am not informed.
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of increesing impersondity. We have now come full drde the
darting-point and concluson meet in the arrest of the mind in pity
and terror, the sass purified a once of sdf and of the 'physicd’, the
dads generated and sustained by the 'rhythm of beauty' which a last
dissolves it. And The mystery of esthetic, like that of materia
cregtion, is accomplished. The artig, like the God of creation, re-
mains within or behind or beyond or above his handiwork, invishle,
refined out of existence, indifferent, paring his fingernails/

The traces of Homer, Bruno, Vico, and the Tristan legend in
Joyce's later work do not serioudly distress the intelligent reader in our
time. But Joyce's unabashed use of Thomist terms in his theory of
art can be expected to arouse a prejudice—whether of attraction or
repulsion—violent enough to upset a cool apprehension of his doc-
trine. Y eats presents us with an even more difficult problem in inter-
pretation. Poet, poseur, nationa revivaigt, dabbler in politics and
theatre management, lifelong practitioner in the occult, writer of
datic inhuman drama and of lyric with something of the force and
complexity of tragic drama, moving in along life of poetica activity
from the shimmering indistinctness of the Cdtic Twilight to the
stubborn immediacy, the obtuse clarity of those poems which his
critics have been obliged to cal 'metaphysica'—Y eats is too complex
to fit into any pigeon-hole but his own. 'In after time,' he wrote,
‘they will speak much of me/And speak but fantasy." The tempta
tion to respond towards or away from some single feature of the man
or of his work is dmogt irresistible. For this reason | have chosen
him for the second part of this chapter.

Again my purpose is not fully to expound or to vindicate his
theory, but to catch a glimpse of what, in his speculative inquiries
into his own art, mattered most to him. Though studies of Yeats are
not few, Yedas (like Keats) is il his own best interpreter. | shall be
content to outline some of his convictions, accepting the partial and
disconnected form in which they appear in his writings. Extracts
from his critica prose—chosen without any nice regard for chrono-
logicd sequence—will dlow him to spesk for himsdf in revealing
the centra principles of his theory of art.

Joyces theory is a firmly-knit system sweetened by some brilliant
aperftts. Yeatss theory is a congeries of brilliant aperfus occasionaly
subjected to some shadow of order by his wide-ranging but im-
methodical intellect. When dlowance is made for a different use of
terms and different religious beliefs, Joyce and Y eats are not so differ-

20



ARTISTS ON ART

ent in poetic belief as their early enmity and common Irish origin
might suggest. Harry Levin, by an unexpected inversion, contrives
to interpret Joyce through Yeats and this is possble, not Smply
becausein thetwo men certain temperamental, racial and theoretical
factors intersect, but because both were great poets. It is possble to
show that where the two theories are not smilar they are comple-
mentary—that, approaching from widely separated points of view,
they combine to form a broad contemporary sketch of the poetic
character of art.*

Y edts, like Joyce, assarts the primacy of theimagination as having
'some way of lighting on the truth that the reason has not'; he dso
ingsts that art must have firm physical roots. 'All my art theories
depend uponjust this—rooting of mythology inthe earth.' Whatever
is artistically concelved must be ‘conceived not in the brain but in
the whole body'; and since poetry can be made 'only by looking into
that little, infinite, faltering, eterna flamewe cdl ourselves, nothing
matters so much as 'Unity of Being'. But, he says elsewhere, 'if we
become interested in ourselves, in our own lives, we pass out of the
vison'.

The theme of integration and reconciliation moves a different
levels. There is the problem of reconciling the secret and unique
inner sAf with theworld in which it is placed; there is the problem:
of transcending the sdlf, of achieving the 'stasis which isthe mark of
integration and abiding value; there is the problem of reconciling
thelonging and impul se towardsjoy with the acute suffering wh| ch
lies at the heart of the artist's making.

! Yeas, like Joyce, was preoccupied with ‘making, with 'the love of what is diffi-
cult', with intricate handiwork shored againgt the erosion and oblivion of time. This
desire for the marmoreal perfection and permanence of the work of art is rather different
from the Renaissance desire for personal immortality—and very different from the
exegi monimentum vein in Shakespeare's sonnets. Perhaps it projects that schism between
the artist and society which has pressed so heavily upon even the greatest artists of this
century. That separation tends to produce a schism in the artist himself, by fostering
the wrong kind of sdf-consciousness, a concentration upon craft and technique, which
(when poetic energy flags) may destroy the direct and smple flow of utterance which
characterizes dl the greatest works of genius. Henry James (as Leavis has shown in
The Great Tradition) succumbed in his later work to the desd-weight of critical in-
difference.  Yeats—refreshed by the Metaphysicd tradition—escaped this form of
debility. Joyce, | believe, was less fortunate. And Pound, having squandered much of
his gifts in a frustrated and aridly academic anti-academic violence, lived to write a
sombre epitgph upon two minor poets The atist has no business to bresk.'
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.. only an aching heart
Concelves a changeless work of art.

‘There isin the cregtivejoy an acceptance of what joy brings, because
we have understood the beauty of what it brings, or a hatred of
death for what it takes away, which arouses within us, through some
sympathy perhaps with dl other men, an energy so noble, so power-
ful, that we laugh aoud and mock, in the terror or the sweetness of
our exatation, at death and oblivion.'

Thisis avariant on Keatss Negative Capability—more daemonic,
arrogant even, less patlent less pure, with a disconcerting sense of
the beauty of violence! But in the course of his mercurial gropings,
Yegts redresses the balance: 'Does not al art come when a nature,
that never ceases to judge itsdlf, exhausts persona emotion in action
or desire so completely that something impersonal, something that
has nothing to do with action or desire, suddenly startsinto its place.’
The theme of'stasis—for which Y eats prefers another Greek word,
‘ecstasy'—is frequently developed both in his prose and his verse.
"The end of art is the ecstasy awakened by the presence before an ever
changing mind of what is permanent in the world, or by the arousing
ofthat mind itselfinto the very ddlicate and fastidious mood habitual
with it when it is seeking those permanent and recurring things.' ‘The
passions.’ he says, 'when we know that they cannot find fulfilment,
become vison’; and in a different context:

Nothing hut tillness can remain when hearts arefull
Of their own sweetness, bodies of their own loveliness.

That the poetic ectasy is not essentidly the bliss of the lover's ecstasy
emerges inthe bleak rhythms of his later poems, and especidly inone
of the 'Supernatural  Songs.

Civilization is hooped together, brought
Under a rule, under the semblance ofpeace
By manifold illusion; but man's life is thought,

YIn Per Arnica Slentia Lunae (1917) he writes: ‘Neither must we create, by hiding
udliness, a false beauty as our offering to the world. He only can cregte the greatest
imaginable beauty who has endured al imaginable pangs, for only when we have seen
and foreseen what we dread shall we be rewarded by that dazzling unforeseen wing-
footed wanderer." And again: It is not permitted to a man, who takes up pen or chisd,
to sek origindity, for ... he cannot but mould or sing after a new fashion because no
disagter is like another.
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And be, despite bis terror, cannot cease

Ravening through century after century,
Ravening, raging, and uprooting that be may come
Into the desolation of reality.

The intricate and sorrowful paradox of the poetic vison leads him
to regard atists as 'the servants not of any cause but of mere naked
life in its nobler forms, where joy and sorrow are one, Artificers of
the Great Moment'. The 'luminous apprehension of the present—to
use Joyce's words—is seen by Yeats as the artit's cross:

"The nobleness of the Arts is in the mingling of contraries, the
extremity of sorrow, the extremity of joy, perfection of persondlity,
the perfection of its surrender, overflowing turbulent energy, and
marmorean dillness; and its red rose opens at the meeting of the two
beams of the cross, and at the trysting-place of mortal and immortal,
time and eternity.’

I think that we who are poets and artists, not being permitted to
shoot beyond the tangible, must go from desire to weariness and so
to desire again, and live but for the moment when vision comes to
our weariness like terrible lightning, in the humility of the brutes. |
do not doubt . . . that every movement, in feeling or in thought,
prepares in the dark by its own increasing clarity and confidence its
own executioner. We seek redlity with the dow tide of our weakness
and are smitten from the boundless and the unforeseen.’

And the tragic paradox of the timeless instant of vison, the mo-
mentary present in the flux of time which it is the agony and delight
of the poet to embody and so to make permanent, is caught in a
angle smple cry:

But is there any comfort to befound?
Man is in love and loves what vanishes,
What more is there to say?

For which reason he can state quietly his desire as a poet: 'l take
pleasure alone in those verses where it seems to me that | have found
something hard and cold, some articulation of the Image, which is
the opposite of dl that | am in my daily life, and dl that my country
Is'

Renouncing al established religion and relying not at al upon the
clear-cut digtinctions that scholasticism offered to Joyce, Yesdts is
more concerned with the intermingling of the physicd and spiritua
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in art. With Joyce, he declares that 'All art is sensuous; and as for
the poet, ‘passon is his only business. Y eats perhaps confuses occult
experience with what is more properly speaking religious experience;
Joyce's ‘epiphanies, his moments of incandescence, are not so readily
confused with states of dream, reverie, and trance as Y eatss Visons
are probably Joyce with his more rigorous intellectud training was
better able to discern the mechanism that underlies the state of dream,
astate of inconseguent association for which surrealism has specioudy
clamed the highest freedom. Yet those are minor discriminations
when we bring together Y eats's scattered remarks upon the nature of
symbols and the construction and articulation of images. For Yeats
considered that the poet's life is 'an experiment in living, and that
"We begin to live when we have conceived life as tragedy.' And his
theory completes itsdf where Joyce's had started and ended: in his
conception of tragedy and the instant of poetic sasis. 'Tragic art,
passionate art, the drowner of dykes, the confounder of under-
standing, moves us by setting us to reverie, by aluring us amost to
the intengity of trance. . . . We fed our minds expand convulsively
or spread out dowly like some moon-brightened image-crowded
sea' Thisisthat dolphin-torn, that gong-tormented sea of Byzantium,
the seawhich both heand Joyce so periloudly traversedinthe supreme
role of the artist—as myth-makers. Art for them was not an escape
from'lifeandredity, butadiscoveryandclarificationof both.For

them rhythm, image, and symbol were organic extensons of the
mind in creation; image and symbol were the essentia and element-
ary (though complex) materials of poetry, the physica vehicles for
those passions aroused by the impact of redlity; the myth was the
pattern—no matter how elusive—of redlity grasped fearlessy, com-
prehensively, luminously. 'l think profound philosophy must come
from terror,’ Yeats wrote in one of his last essays. 'An abyss opens
under our feet; inherited convictions, the pre-suppositions of our
thoughts, those Fathers of the Church Lione Johnson expounded,
drop into the abyss. Whether we will or no we must ask the ancient
questions. Isthereredity anywhere? Isthere a God? Isthere a Soul ?
If Y eats was intoxicated with life, and Joyce haunted by death, both
courted the terror of the abyss, knowing that where the tragedy of
life and the ecgtasy of vison mest, fuse, and illuminate each other
we discover ‘the best that art—perhaps that life—can give. And
when the poet has suffered this cregtive sdf-annihilation, what comes
of it?
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—such aform as Grecian goldsmiths make
Of hammeredgold and gold enamelling
To keep a drowsy Emperor awake;
Or set upon a golden bough to sing
To ladies of Byzantium
Of what ispast, or passing, or to come.

Miracle, bird or golden handiwork,
More miracle than bird or handiwork,
Planted on the star-lit golden bough,
Can like the cocks of Hades crow,

Or, by the moon embittered, scorn aloud
In glory of changeless metal

Common bird or petal

And all complexities of mire or blood.

It is the timber of poetry that wears most surely, and there is no
timber that has not strong roots among the clay & worms—this was
John Synge's doctrine of poetry. 'Even if we grant’, he continues,
'that exalted poetry can be kept successful by itself, the strong things
of life are needed in poetry aso, to show that what is exated, or
tender, is not made by feeble blood. It may amost be sad that
before verse can be human it must learn to be brutal." When
Grierson sent a copy of his edition of Donne to Yeats, Yeats replied:
‘The intricacy and subtlety of his [Donne's] imagination are the
length and breadth of the furrow made by his passion. His pedantry
and the obscenity, the rock and loam of his Eden, but make us the
more certain that one who is but a manlikeushasseen God.' Itis
S0 easy to emphasizethespiritual character of art that oneof itsmost pro-
found paradoxesis often overlooked—itsintensely physical character:

The commonness of thought and images
That have thefrenzy of our western sea.

From what humble roots in the common earth the miracles of art
grow to tragic impersonality and marmoreal tillness, afew lines from
Shakespeare can show.

How sweet the moonlight sleeps upon this bank!
Here will we sit, and let the sounds of music

! Both these passages are quoted by T. R. Henn in The Lonely Tower (1950).
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Creep in our ears: soft tillness and the night
Become the touches of sweet harmony.

St, Jessica. Look, how the floor of heaven

Is thick inlaid with Fatines of bri%ht gold:
Theré's not the smallest orb which thou behold'st
But in his motion like an angel sings,

Sill quiring to the young-eyed cherubins—
Such harmony is in immortal souls;

But whilst th|s muddy vesture of decay

Doth grosdly close it in, we cannot hear it.

And Jessica replies: 'l am never merry when | hear sweet music/
Yeats however proposes a harder paradox and one that lies at the
heart of postic.

Those masterful images because complete

Grew in pure mind, but out of what began?

A mound of refuse or the sweepings of a Strest,
Old kettles, old bottles, and a broken can,

Old iron, old bones, old ra%s that raving sut
Who keeps the till. Now that my ladder's gone,
| must lie down where all the ladders tart,

In thefoul rag-and-bone shop of the heart.
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Mais de loin en loin, par distraction, la nature suscite des dmesplus dttachees de la vieJe neparle
pas de ce Attachment voulu, raisonnt, systtmatique, quiest ceuvre de refledon et de philosophic.
Jeparle d'un detachement naturel, inné & la structure du sens ou de la conscience, et quise manifeste
tout de suite par une manihe virgmale, en quelque sorte, de voir, d'entendre ou de penser. Sce
Ohtachemet était complet, i 1'dme n'adhtrait plus a I'action par aucune de ses perceptions, elle
grait fame d'un artiste comme le monde nen a point vu encore—HENRI BERGSON.

but the mind has reasons of its own
for circumventing life and love's
sodality.
HERBERT READ

HE word Reality' has been turning up more and more in-
sgtently and we shall haveto deal with it. Before attempt-
ing to explain what might conceivably be meant by
redlity | should like to introduce an analogy or parable, to illustrate
the various attitudes towards reality adopted by a poet, a mydtic, a
scientist, and an ‘ordinary man'. One reservation must be made at
once: the poet, mystic, and the rest are properly so caled only when
engaged in some activity that entitles them to that name. No system
of classfication is sensitive enough to accommodate the variations in
attitude and activity of a sngle individual; an individua may well
be—and mog individuals are—a poet for an hour, a scientist for a
week, and an Ordinary man' for the rest of his life.
Let us imagine that man and nature (or 'subject’ and ‘object)
meet and embrace each other at an interface, the interface being a
27
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pliable and permeable membrane extending |nf|n|tely both upwards
and on either hand.* This membrane is to be regarded as a medium
joining, not separating, subject and object; as| conceiveit theinterface
has depth, some spatia characteristics—one can 'move about in' the
interface. In actual life, subject and object interpenetrate each other;
but since for purposeful action we must pretend that subject and
object can be separated, the interface dso represents this assumed
separation. Let us then suppose that life, naked living, occurs at this
interface—that it is here that man meets and shapes 'nature’ and is
himself shaped by nature. Let us imagine further that living consists
in plunging the hands into the interface in order both to control
nature and to become real. The type of this action isto be seen inthe
way a painter handles his brushes, or the way a gardener breaks soil
with his hands. Man's zest to live and his longing for freedom make
his living an aggressive action, plunging his hands through the
interface as though to assault the objective sphere. But the image of a
conquering hero or an advancing army will not serve, because there
is nothing in terms of life and value to be gained on the other sde
of the interface. At the interface and within it everything is in con-
tinua flux, in a complicated involute movement of mutual adjust-
ment. All values cluster at the interface and are not to be found
elsawhere. (Ranke must have had such a conception in mind when
he proposed as afirgt principle of historical interpretation that 'Every
ageis equidistant from eternity'.) The situation at the interface, if we
attempted to analyse it, is infinitely complicated; but our experience
of it is smple and direct, amogt as though it were tactile in quality
rather than visual. To be'involved at the interface is to be 'red’, to
engage in reality; and somehow any contact with the interface con-
vinces that nothing dse is of such supreme value.

! The image of the interface is suggested by a passage in Sir Charles Sherrington's
Man on bis Nature (1946), pp. 141-2: 'Physics shows that where phases, for instance,
liquid and solid and gaseous meet, specid opportunities for interaction occur. Our
planet offers such a place. What we cdl its surface is a great interface where phases
solid, liquid, and gaseous meet. They meet as rock and tide and air. At this interface
many new systems could be formed and must have been. There it was that the new
systems we are thinking of [the first manifestations of "life"] will have arisen at that
particular stage of the earth's cooling. They were complex, ddicate, and individually
short-lived as againgt many of the old systems of the field around them/ | understand
that the word 'interface’ was first used by Sherrington in neurology to refer to non-
membranous junctions a which energy is transferred or transmuted. The term
had previoudy been used in a less arresting sense to refer to the internd angles in
crysals.
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The mystic and the poet remain—or try to remain—involved at the
interface. The mystic, using the interface as though it were some sort
of optica instrument, looks through rather than at the interface; what
by this means he sees is transmundate, being of neither the objective
nor the subjective sphere. When he gains the sort of information he
seeks, he is able to shape his conduct at the interface in accordance
with the information. But his attitude is at once fastidious and de-
tached, and he will turn the fruits of his contemplation to no other
end than to ensure continuous contact with the interface, for his life
is arrested in contemplation: he is attentively lost and absorbed into
his reglity." The poet, on the other hand, looks at and along the inter-
face; for his purpose is to revea ‘what it is like' at the interface.

The scientigt's activity is of a different kind. He pretends that the
objective sphere is worth conquering and proceeds as though he were
an invading army. An act of intuition carries him deep beyond the
interface. He then establishes, by means of logicad manipulation, a
line of communications with the subjective sphere. In this way the
scientist's conclusions are cumulative and mutually coherent. The
scientist's movement is not, however, the steady advance of an army,
but rather a succession of raids into the objective sphere to bring back
captured equipment with which others may (if they will) conduct
purposeful action at the interface; but it is not perfectly certain that
purposeful action is especially relevant at the interface. The line of
communications established between the object of intuition and the
interface insures that the scientist can return to the interface when he
wishes. Since the interface is the instant creation of value and is an
affair of bare hands, there is no guarantee that the equipment picked
up on scientific raids will be of any use at the interface. And there is

YIn A Vision Yedts says of the Saint: 'His joy is to be nothing, to think nothing;
but to permit the totd life, expressed in its humanity, to flow in upon him and to
express itsdlf through his acts and thoughts/ Graham Hough writes arrestingly in
The Last Romanics (1949): 'The saint seeks the anti-sdlf of the whole world, and re-
nounces the world while it il has power to attract. But the hero finds his mask
in defeat, and loves the world until it breaks him; and the poet finds his in disappoint-
ment and loves the world until it bresks faith with him. The saint assumes his mask
for ever, and puts away the world and reduces hislifeto around of customary duties.
But the poet only assumes his mask while heisin the act of creation, and when it is
al over Dantereturnsto his chambering; and asfor Y eats himself, had he not written
years before:

Al things can tempt mefrom this craft of verse,
One time it was a woman's face, or worse'
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adways a posshbility that the pure fun of raiding will so engross him
that, neglecting to come home, he will become—as far as spiritual
matters go—a Don Quixote.

Philosophers and theoretical inquirers may be represented as flying
inaircraft, trying to understand the whole situation better by examin-
ing it from agreat height. The aircraft may fly either onthe subjective
or objective sde of the interface, and may even pass through the
interface. But their interest will tend to draw them definitely to one
sde or the other, and the speed of their passage tends to make their
encounters with the interface brief and rare.

The'ordinary man' does not much like the interface. Through in-
capacity or distaste, he withdraws into a carapace at a safe distance
from the interface. If there should be any holes in his shell through
which he might catch a distressing glimpse of the interface and of
what goes forward there, he will patch these up with various cliches
—ofthought, fedling, action, even of perception. These cliches, unlike
theinterface, are opague; once useful equipment for living, they have
been rejected at the interface astoo rigid to meet the essentia require-
ment of plagticity. Those people who are not in any professional sense
to be grouped with the poets, mystics, or scientists and yet are capable
of conducting avivid and valuable life are to be grouped rather with
the poets. The 'ordinary man' in this parable is the average man in
the twentieth-century democracies: by no means 'smple—for that is
a quality of the mystics and poets—but rather, sophisticated, partly
instructed but not educated, the inert and apathetlc product of socid,
commercia, and political propaganda.’

To 'be redl' is presumably the purpose of living; that is what gives
such force to the word 'redlity’, and what makes it such a difficult
notion to render into words. It is extremely difficult to think of
redity’ other than as a group of external things with which we
collide, or as an area of experience into which we may move; and in
order to conduct the discussion at al it will be necessary to use some-
times one picture and sometimes the other. But we are particularly
concerned with kinds of expression, especialy those kinds cdled art.

L Cf. Paul Vaery, NotcBook B 19101 ‘The civilized person in immense dities
reverts to a savage—that is, isolated—state, because the socid mechanism dlows him
to forget the necessity for common measures and dlows him to lose the sense of bonds
between individuals, which was formerly kept dive by need. Every improvement of
the socid mechanism renders usdless acts, manners of fedling, aptitudes for the common
life’
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If we consider what different kinds of expression are proper to the
different people in the parable we may then be able to see whether
different relations with the interface manifest themselves as different
patterns of experience and different organizations of mind.

The poet and the mystic were represented as being—or wishing to
be—in deady contact with redity. The other figures—the scientis,
the philosopher, the theoretical inquirer—are represented as not being
steadiy in contact with the interface. Indeed, in order to fulfil their
soecid interests these prefer to keep the interface in view without
actually becoming engaged—it is in some way a condition of their
purpose that they should not become involved. Whatever expression
IS proper to the poet and the mystic springs from the interface; al
other expression is abdtractive, uttered from an assumed position
outside or away from the interface. Thefirstdistinction in expresson
can then be made in terms of relation with the interface: depending
upon whether or not the person speaks out of'involvement.

The difference between involvement in reality and non-involve-
ment must now be described. To be involved at the interface is to
experience, to engage in, (in some sense) to construct, an event of
redity: and this event | cal paradigmatic. Thisterm has two implica-
tions. (a) the form or archetype of human experience is to be found
in paradeigmatic experience and not in the experience of everyday
man in a workaday world; and (b) that this order of experience is
its own argument, carries its own proof within itsdlf, is a once an
event of value and of knowing. Mannheim, in his Diagnosis of Our
Time (1943), applies this term to the source of dl theologica think-
ing, and describes it as 'a peculiarly vivid kind of awareness and
responsiveness to redity beyond ourselves which seems to give in-
sght into its nature.! In the terms of the analogy of the interface,
paradeigmatic experience is the responsive feding of naked collison
with redity; an intimate penetration into, or immersion in, redlity.
Not to be involved or immersed in redlity is to be abstracted from
redity; and abstraction is a feature of al experience which is not
paradeigmatic. Lacking the interna sdlf-evident argument of the

"Miss Bodkin, in Sudies of Typelmages (1951), follows Oldham in substitut-
ing the word ‘commanding’ for Mannheim's 'repellent coinage’ of ‘paradeigmatic'.
| prefer Mannheim's term, however, because it is sdf-evident.

Bauddaire remarks in Fustes: 'Dans certains états de Time presque surnaturels, la
profondeur delavie serevile tout entiéredans le Spectacle, s ordinaire quiil soit, qu'on
a sous les yeux, Il en devient le Symbole'
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event of reality, experience which is not paradeigmatic must seek
support and verification outside itsef—if possible in redlity. And
since contact with reality is always paradeigmatic, al abstractive ex-
perience must be transmuted into paradeigmatic experience before it
can claim the sanction of redity.

This clam that the artist's and mystic's experience is closer to
redity and more 'knowledgeable’ than the philosopher's or the
scientis's probably seems excessive; it would be excessive only if it
indsted that art and philosophy were permanent avocations, that
redity was permanently inaccessible to the bulk of men. But redlity,
in the terms described, isinaccessible to most men most of the time—
artists and mystics included. In speaking of 'redlity’ and 'abstraction’
| mean only the moments of actual engagement or disengagement;
al thinking about such moments must of course be abstraction. Each
avocation claims for itself a peculiar power to understand reslity; but
that is a methodologica postulate rather than a considered inquiry
into the nature of reality." And at the moment we are not concerned
to st one avocation at another's throat, but to distinguish different
ways of mind.

What are the two modes of expression corresponding to the para-
deigmatic and the abstract experience? Miss Dorothy Emmet, in a
suggestive passage of The Nature of Metaphysical Thinking (1945),
draws a distinction between total and partial assertions—a distinc-
tion previously used by J. L. Stocks to elucidate the nature and
grounds of religious beliefs. The terms match our present account
very exactly; and Miss Emmet in her summary account points
specificaly to the facts of artistic experience.

‘A partia assertion is either a proposition stating matter of fact,
verifiable in sense experience, or a logical proposition which can
be brought into a coherent system with other logica propositions of
the sametype. . . . But atotal assertion . . . cannot be exhaustively
analysed into any number of partial assertions of matter of fact. . . .
Whereas thejudgments of probability would be "partid assertions’,

L Cf. A. C. Bradley's observation in his Ideals of Religion (1907): 'Art, religion,
philosophy are perhaps rather three ways in which the infinite reveds itsdf in finite
mind; but three specificaly different ways, pardld to one another, al necessary and
not mutually replacesble, so that in each way something comes which cannot come
in any other way. Naturaly, from its own point of view, each appears the highes,
and s, intelectudly, philosophy is the highest, and is bound to claim jurisdiction on
questions of truth; but that does not show that it is the manner in which man comes
most completely into union with the infinite.'
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judgments of faith gppear to be of the nature of "totd assertions”.
They are our conscious responses to the character of something as a whole.
They can be partly analysed into partid assertions, a literary critic
may give his reasons for judging a poem or play good or bad; but
the power of a poem or play to hold us, to arouse a conviction of
inevitability, so that we say "Yes' to it, seems to be something more
than the sum total of the reasons we may give for thinking it a good
poem or play. In fact this postive response may be dicited before
we have begun to analyse reasons.''

A total assertion, however, is not Ssmply a cry of acceptance or re-
jection: it is generally both at once. For it is the cry that arises from
the knowledge of redlity; and redlity isintolerable as well as desirable.
When that knowledge is sustained as vision, contemplated, ordered,
transmuted into connected utterance, that utterance is art; the lan-
guage that bodies forth individual events of reality, the language of
the poet, the language of the mystic when he chooses to break silence.
The utterance that arises from abstract experience is—very roughly
speaking—the language of description, the prose of science, our
delineations of the character of things when apprehended part by
part and not as a whole. This language is aways about experience;
or more correctly, it is about propositions about experience, for it is
aways and characteristically propositional. The two uses of language
are asociated with two distinct organizations of mind, each ex-
hibiting its own distinctive pattern. At the inner end of the process
each pattern is associated with a particular attitude; at the outer end
each pattern is associated with a particular use of language.

* * *

At this point it is convenient to confine the discussion to poetry
and to speak for the time being only of different uses of verbal
language. The 'normal’ use of language in the present Western cul-
tures is the 'prose’ use, and the way of mind associated with that use
of language is generdly regarded as 'norma’. If poetry, as | have
clamed, is of the order of total assertions, if it alone springs directly
from redlity and alone can embody experience, how comes it to be
regarded as 'abnormal’ or unusual ? Thisis an historical consideration
and not a matter of accident; but it is worth considering for the light
it can throw upon the character of poetry.

! My itdics Bergson, in his Introduction to Metaphysics, had drawn a similar dis-
tinction between 'relative (external) and 'absolute (internd, ‘intuitive’) knowing.
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There is this peculiar about man: whereas other organisms have
been content simply to live, man desires to live better. This upward
impulse in man (matched and balanced by the downward materia
impulse expressed in the second law of thermodynamics) has been
called by various names: let us choose Whitehead's term Creativity."
Credtivity is the pure activity underlying the nature of things. The
most generd statement that can be made about it is that it is the
urge towards individuation and towards unification. By itself, Crea
tivity is pure formless activity, implying no 'creatures which in par-
ticular will reved it. Creativity can achieve form only when limits
are interposed. Credtivity, in this general sense, is not particularly
the prerogative of man. But the particular development of it in man,
towards individuation and unification of the person, is represented
by man's ahility to choose and impose limitations—conscioudy and
unconsciously—so that forms are permitted and stimulated to grow
internally, according to self-causative and self- determl ning principles.
This is to be seen in art and in moral action.? By recognizing that
certain kinds of human activity are genuinely creative, man has (as
it were) projected the principle of Creativity backwards into un-
human organic and cosmic processes. This upward reaching of man
—at once tentative and aggressive—has in the course of severa thou-
sands of years shaped the human mind and human responses into
certain definite patterns;. It is man's tragedy that he must formulate
patterns, and his glory that he can sometimes—when he needs to—
break out of them.

Primitive man's experience must have been extremely complicated
and confused; the primitive consciousnessis not an elementary, crude,
or smpler form of human consciousness as we now know it. This
we know partly from higtorical and anthropological research: we
know it more directly from the fact that in the course of time man
may have lost some of his barbaric characterigtics, but he has never
logt his primitive mentdity. Primitive man is not smply a man beset
by dangers and threats without benefit of firearms, police, county
council, or clergy: he is caught up in, immersed, inextricably mixed

! Since Whitehead's conception of Crestivity appears in a philosophy of organism,
it is interesting to notice the terms used by philosophers who have placed personality
in a more central postion: ‘dan vital' (Bergson), 'zest for life' (Sherrington), and—in
a somewhet different sense—reverence for life (Schweitzer).

2 This passage is paraphrased from Miss Emmet's Whitebeafs Philosophy of Organism
(1932).
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with, an ineluctable vortex. Redlity for him is the sense of being im-
mersed in a flux as central and immediate as the pulse of his heart.
What forces and motives were engaged to extricate man from such a
situation we can only infer, on the assumption that hope is perman-
ently to be valued above despair. The story of man's development is
very largely the story of his discovering, establishing, and refining a
habit of abstraction and generaization—a habit forced upon him
by his need to determine rather than to be determined.
Thefirstfruitful responseto theintolerable primitive situation must
have been a miraculous trick, a subtle shift of view-point (like look-
ing a apair of photographs through a sterec-viewer) so that things
suddenly jumped into perspective. The trick became a habit, and the
habit has become so deeply rooted as to represent itself as something
like a technique. The trick provided a lever for purposive action, a
sort of sky-hook. For man, as an integral part of redlity, could only
change reality by changing himself, by adopting a different attitude.
The first step in abstraction was to distinguish between subject
and object, between man and nature, or (more specifically) between
oneself-as-subject and object-as-one's-environment—theenvironment
including other people, both friends and enemies. To abstract is to
raise something out of its setting, to see it as separate, bounded by a
distinct outline. The ability to abstract brought with it an apparent
increase in perception—a sharpening of visual perception particu-
larly. Some responsive vitality was thereby lost, out the transaction
was undoubtedly a profitable one; for inscrutable powers and events
could be regarded as though they were made up of components and
relations which, once isolated, could be tackled piecemed. Once
man had passed beyond single jets of appropriate reflex action, and
began to learn how to consolidate that action by communicating
within socid groups, the situation rapidly became a matter of man
againgt the animals, man againg the jungle and the sea, man againgt
other men. Thepurpose—to drive back the cloud of uncontrolled and
ominousforces. Themethod—exterminatewhatever threatens, placate
what cannot be exterminated, and work out uncertain dliances
faute de mieux with fire and ‘power’ and other men. And the trick
of abstraction, origindly contrived to gain control over an intolerable
gtuation, ends in the paradox of man againg the world—although
man seems origindly to have been an integral part of that world.
But the trick of abstraction works, and satisfies the clamorous need
for action; for it dlows man to act purposvely—or a lesst with a
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sdf-deceptive ar of purpose. Abstraction is practicd; it is the only
way of getting a handle on the outside world. And the habit of
abstraction has stamped its image and mechanism upon the human
mind, so that whenever we adopt a practical attitude towards a Situa
tion, whenever we decide to act in such a way that we can predict
the result of our action with some confidence, we long-circuit our
response into a pattern of abstraction and analytical thinking. And
logic, as a basis for consdered action and a means of relating one
action with another, bears the indelible stamp of practicality, of
systematically distorting redlity by simplification.® The primitive
smplicity was different: it involved atotality of response which was
intolerable. The practica attitude, by seeing things smpler than they
redly are, achieves a measure of control by separating man from the
reality by which his life is at once nourished and threatened.

The abstractive way of mind has specidized into a second mode
of mental activity. Not only isit possible abstractively to andyse and
S0 to gain control of a particular situation, but it has become possible
to recal series of situations or events, to generalize upon them when
they are not actualy occurring, and to draw up genera laws both
of abstractive analysis and considered action. In this way refined
mental activity can be exerted upon data which are not actual events
of experience; mental activity need no longer occur in response to
external events while they are actualy taking place. There is, in
short, a way of setting the mind to 'think about' things, events,
persons with a view to controlling or 'understanding’ them. Al-
though this way of mind does not necessarily discharge in overt
action, it terminates in communicable propositions in the light of
which individual events can be 'understood' and controlled. This
way of mind | cdl 'technical’, because this attitude of suspended
practicality is characterized by those rules for coherent discursive
thinking about abstracts which Aristotle formulated under the title
of Logic—the craft or technique of thinking.?

! The most common feature of this distortion by oversimplification is to regard
time, not as a real non-reversible flux, but as a pure succession of points of time:
Whitehead reserves for it the title of the Falacy of Misplaced Location. The annihila-
tion of time by abstraction is the clue to some elegant Greek sophidtries about arrows
never reaching their mark and hares never catching up with tortoises; it is dso the
stamng point and basis for any disingenuous or ‘ideological’ interpretation of history.

% This way of mind is now more commonly termed ‘theoretical’; but since that
word derives from the Greek word for contemplatlon—Oecopta—I prefer to draw
attention to a word clearly enough used in our own time and submerged in the present
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Since the purpose of this essay is to distinguish poetic process and
the contemplative way of mind, there is no need to retain the dis-
tinction between practical and technica activity. The practica and
technical ways of mind are both directed towards specific or poten-
tial practical ends, and differ in their distance from actua events but
not in menta process, | shal therefore comprehend both in the
single term ‘'technicd’.

* * *

" Logic may represent certain immutable laws of mind, but it need
not be — and evidently is not — a comprehensive projection of the
total activity of mind. Logic is a first approximation in the science
of mind; based upon observation, Logic is an anology in terms of
which single mental events of certain kinds can be 'understood' and
criticized. But logica principles, required for a science and therefore
evolved in the technical way of mind, project only that technical
way of mind. This is the sort of thing Yeats had in mind when he
wrote:

Empty eyeballs knew
That knowledge increases unreality, that
Mirror on mirror mirrored is all the show.

If we are to gain a more comprehensive understanding of mind, we
must dlow to emerge into sight the dynamic patterns of integral
mind, of mind in its totaity and complexity. The clinical psycho-
logy of this century has not succeeded in doing this because it has
been preoccupied with classifying and generalizing in order to effect
cures. Illuminating though their researches may have been, impres-
sve though some of the methods and practical results, experimental
psychology remains incorrigibly technical; and being technica it is
limited to certain scientific postulates about cause and effect. For
practical purposes that method perhaps serves well enough; but it
will not serve for ours. We wish to contemplate the mind, to know
the mind; to think about the mind, or even to know about the mind,

use of the term "L ogic'. Our word Logic comes from the Hellenistic phrase # Aoyued
zeywi—the craft of thinking. By rex# the Greeks did not mean ‘art”: al the words
for art come from the root noieiv, to create, to make. 'Science' and ‘technique’ are
probably the more accurate wordsin present usefor rendering what Aristotle meant
by z£xs. The distinction between the technical and contemplative uses of language
is drawn in detail in Chapter VII (pp. 119 ff.).
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Is not enough. For our purpose a different method is required—a
contemplative method. Herbert Read clearly outlines the psycho-
logicd problem.

‘All art originates in an act of intuition, or vison. But such
intuition or vison must be identified with knowledge, being fully
present only when conscioudy objectified. This act of vison or
Intuition is, physicaly, a state of concentration or tension in the
tnind. Theprocess of poetry consstsfirstly in maintaining thisvison
in its integrity, and secondly in expressing this vison in words!

Paul Vaery contributes a salutary caution:

‘All criticism is dominated by the outworn theory that the manis
the cause of the work as in the eyes of the law the crimina is the
cause of the crime. Far rather are they both the effects. The pragmatic
principle lightens the task of the judge and the critic. Biography
Is smpler than anaI)[sis But of what interests us mogt, it teaches
absolutely nothing.'

As for the method—we need not go beyond a note in one of
Coleridge's memorandum books. 'And yet what ample materids
exis for atrue & nobly-minded Psychologist—for in order to make
fit use of these materials he must love and honor as well as under-
stand, human nature—rather, he must love in order to understand
it

* * *

Since 'redity' is closdy connected in our minds with what
'matters, it is not surprising that we find a variety of meanings

! Cf. Jacques Maritain, Art and Poetry (1943): ‘But then, let us beware, in trying to
disentangle his thoughts, of migudging the admirable complexity of the crestive
synthess, of attributing to the artist in too brutal a manner, as issuing directly from
him, what is not his except through and in the matter that he animates, what does
not manifest his thought save by the rays of a thousand-times-refracted light, and by the
total distribution of the light, and by the portions of shadow as much as by the light.'
Yedts gives a more intimate account in The Bounty of Sweden (1923): "When | begin
to write | have no object but to find for them [my soliloquies] some natural speech,
rhythm and syntax, and to st it out in some pattern, so seeming old that it may seem
al men's speech, and though the labour is very great, | seemed to have used no faculty
peculiar to myself, certainly no specid gift. | print the poem and never hear of it again,
until | find the book years after with a page dog-eared by some young man, or marked
by some young girl with a violet, and when | have seen that | am dightly ashamed,
as though somebody were to attribute to me a delicacy of fedling | should but do not
posess. What came 0 easly a first and amidst so much drama, and was written o
laborioudy a the last cannot be counted among my possessons!
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attached to the word, or that many different things and events come
to be cdled red’. From time to time, from profession to profession,
from discipline to discipling, from individual to individual, from
moment to moment in a single person's life, the concept of redlity
varies—as far as it becomes a concept at dl. Very roughly, however,
we may digtinguish two kinds of redity. There is the 'physica
redity’, comprising al that is 'outsde’ us, whatever will be there
when we get back, whatever cannot be avoided; physical redlity
usually suggests permanence and genuineness—somehow it just is.
This is the way most common-sense people would describe redlity,
especidly if they did not think about it too long. Then there is the
'psychic reality’ which (without either asserting or denying the exist-
ence of the physicd redlity) refers to whatever occurs ‘insde’ us—
thoughts, pains, feelings, self-consciousness, the sense of being a sdif,
the 'fedl’ of acting and being acted upon, of being the focus of one's
personal experience. This psychic redlity is characterized by insub-
stantiality and peculiar importance; it is marked by a subtle fluency,
a 'terrible fluidity'; it is constantly changing in content, emphasis,
and vividness. It is this psychic redity that artists are particularly
concerned with; this is the reality of which they bring the richest
evidence. We might follow A. C. Bradley in regarding it as 'the
whole of experience conceived completely harmoniously'. For the
integral nature of the person supplies thefirst centre from which the
physical redity is apprehended. Yet the physica redity is for the
artigt indispensable: it is in terms of physica redity aone that the
integral and persona redlity can be embodied.

One would prefer to be quite simple and specific and think of
reality as'outsde’ us, immutable or a very least predictable, subject
to precisetest. For some purposesit is convenient—even rewarding—
to regard redlity as a group of things or events outside us which can
be located, examined, and analysed at will on the assumption that a
person can be an impersonal recording instrument. No scientist can
proceed far without some such assumption. But a thing or event
which is (in the strictest sense) outside us, with which we have no con-
tact and which we do not know, cannot possibly be of any concern.
As soon as anything is of concern, we are in relationship with it, it
Is part of us, even though our apprehension of it may be indistinct
and tenuous. When Dr Johnson, with portentous common sense,
refuted Berkeley by kicking a stone, he made a good point for his
argument but did not show himsdlf a very profound metaphysician.
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What concerned him was, not that it was a stone or that the stone
existed, but that when he kicked the stone it hurt his foot. The
one thing metaphysicians are sure of is that we do not know,
and cannot know, anything about the nature of existence of'things-
in-themselves, of things as they exist apart from the human con-
sciousness. The thing itself—the stone—did not matter, and from the
buman point of view cannot matter; but the relation between the
thing and the person does. That the stone hurts or frustrates or de-
lights, or in @ more practica way, ifit be part of a protective wall
or a weagpon to kill a man with—that is the sort of thing that does
meatter.

But what is the test of this reality? How does a poet know? And
how do we know that he knows better than a scientist what a thing
redly is? How can we support the position that the poet sustains a
closer contact with reality than the scientist does—that the mystic is
morerealisticthan the philosopher?

Each person constructs his own redlity, more or less harmonioudly,
out of his experience. It would seem then that the varieties of redity
are infinite, that possibly each persona redlity is as vaid as another.
But redlity is not so completely chaotic and individua as that. We
must make sure that in attempting to resolve the variety of redlity, we
do not remove the basis of variety. For the basis of that variety isthe
essentialy mora nature of human experience; and mora experience
finds its unification, not in 'substance, but in value. When we say
that something is real we are saying something about its value, about
our concern for that thing or for the values it engages, we are not
saying anything about the self-subsistence or the solidity of the thing.
Our concern for a single person or thing may persist and deepen or
vanish, even though in the physica sense that person or thing re-
mains. (Indeed, when something persists we generaly find some
means of ignoring it—or of circumventing it by understanding or
explaining it) The depth and strength of our concern for a thing
depends upon the vividness and clarity of our apprehension of the
thing: we need apprehend it only once if we grasp it vividly; the
more vivid the apprehension the more persistent the concern. This
is what Robert Frost had in mind when he said: "The right reader
of a good poem can tell the moment it strikes him that he has taken
an immortal wound and knows that he will never get over it

Deep concern is conjoined with vivid apprehension; and at the
same time, deep concern clarifies and sharpens vison. If we see
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apathetically, we cannot 'fed for' what we see; if we do not ‘fed for'
athing, we do not see it clearly.

* * *

Some prominent features of artistic experience now begin to
emerge. The artist has an exceptional capacity for sympathy, for
getting the 'fed" of persons and events, he dso has an acute fedling
for ‘inorganic things. He has an exceptiona clarity of vison; and
this clear insight is one aspect of his flair for 'getting inside' things,
of knowing what it feels like to be this person, this thing, involved in
this situation. Concern, sympathy, feeling—when these intersect in
any event of actual experience, they are the indelible marks of reality
and value; these are the intimate relationships which art most per-
sstently embodies. But these relaionships manifest themselves in
experience primarily as feeling. The artist differs from other people,
not so much in his capacity for seeing, feeling, and sympathizing—
for we dl share that to some extent—but in his ability to organize his
fedings, and to organize them in their primal complexity.

'Certainly the poet must try "to see things as they redly are”; but
nothing really isin isolation, pure and self-sufficient; reaity involves
relationship, and as soon as you have relationship you have, for
human beings, emotion; so that the poet cannot see things as they
redly are, cannot be precise about them, unI%s he is dso precise
about the feelings which attach him to them."’

The artidt's redlity is a universe of fedling.

* * *

Events can influence us without our knowing either the source or
extent of the influence; but we are only profoundly influenced by
what we apprehend vividly, by what we value. Human beings are
much more opague, more impatient of influence, than they are com-
monly prepared to believe; and so arises a whole range of obtuseness,
and fear and evil. For thereis no law that inescapably makes us seek

1 C. Day Lewis, The Poetic Image (1947), pp. 24-5. | do not much like his
identification of 'emotions and ‘feelings in this passsge. A didtinction is drawn
between these in Chapter V following. Meanwhile it may serve to quote Alexander's
remark in Beauty and Other Forms of Value (1933): 'Emoation is a poor and improbable
way of describing the meaning of a Mass of Bach, the Eroica or the Fifth Symphony,
a concerto, even less a minuet of Mozart.'
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out the red, there is no power but one's own that can make us grasp
redity. But when we grasp redlity, we dso become red. The man
who is not aware can only know a limited, crude, and inhuman
reality; and he will not himself be red. The fullest and deepest
redity is achieved through love. This is clearly the case for love of
persons, but it applies aso to the 'inorganic’ world. Only when a
thing is grasped in the closest conceivable relationship—the relation-
ship of love—do we begin to know that we are penetrating into the
inner nature of that thing. Only in love can we give oursalves out
fully enough to lose ourselves and so make red both the world and
oursdves’ It is the function of the artist with his capacity for loving
things, and not of the scientist in his bloodless and impartial detach-
ment, to see things 'as they redlly ar€. That is what Gerard Manley
Hopkins meant when, in the terms of his own mystica position, he
sad: 'All things are charged with love, are charged with God and
if we know how to touch them give off sparks and take fire, yield
drops and flow, ring and tell of him." But most of us are at best 'dull
sublunary lovers. It is the gift and privilege of mystics and poets to
'know how to touch' things into life, to grasp the ‘inscapes of the
world. ‘It is an uneasy lot at best,’ George Eliot writes memorably
in Middlemarch, ‘to be what we cal highly taught and yet not to
enjoy: to be present at this great spectacle of life and never to be
liberated from a small hungry shivering self—never to be fully pos-
ss=d by the glory we behold, never to have our consciousness
rapturously transformed into the vividness of a thought, the ardour
of a passion, the energy of an action, but aways to be scholarly and
uninspired, ambitious, and timid, scrupulous and dim-sighted.’

* * *

True knowledge, then, arises in contemplation, in events of redity,
in paradeigmatic experience. The theoreticd or speculative state
of mind, being a state of suspended practicality, is aso abstractive and
differs in kind from contemplation. There can be no question that
theoretical activity does terminate in knowledge of some sort; but it
is always a knowledge arising from an abstract world, from a partial
not atotal universe. Theoretica (or technical) expression is a series

1 Cf. Jacques Maritain, Art and Poetry (1943): 'Let us not confound the union of
love and the union of complicity. Amor extasim faciens: It is by love, not by an obscure
calluson, that the novelig is in his characters.

42



REALITY AND THE ARTIST

of partid assartions; and those assartions, being partid, are particu-
larly relevant to the practicd sphere. The end of true knowledge then
is not materid power but spiritual awareness, a capacity for love of
an increasingly sensitive and al-embracing kind. And it is in this
aspect of knowledge that theoretica activities are redeemed from a
sf-circling paraysis and futility; for science and philosophy must
be—and from time to time are—transfused by the blinding vision of
contemplation. Spinoza has commented upon this feature of know-
ledge: 'He that would serioudly s&t upon the search of truth ought in
thefirst place to prepare his mind with alove oftruth. . . . Whoever
goes beyond this measure of assent, it is plain, receives not truth for
the love of it, loves not truth for truth-sake, but for some by-end.’

The human consciousness is not a mechanism which responds
only in set ways to impulses from without. The patterns of response
are commanded by the patterns of selection and emphasis which we
present to the flux of experience; the intensity and richness of response
Isafunction of the capacity—the need even—for vivid apprehension
and deep concern. We can see everything or nothing; we can 'see
everything and nothing: for we can formulate our responses so that
we see only what we wish to see or what we find it convenient to see.
The desire for what is predictable in experience can become so
powerful asto lift a person out of the flux of unique experience into
a dtatic lifeless world of abstractions in which there is no reality and
in which he ceases to be real. And such a state of affairs—as we see
in our own time—can be misrepresented as redlity, not only by indi-
viduals, but by families, societies, even whole natlons It is of no
such world that the poets and mystics bring us news.

Since redlity is a matter of relationships and not a congeries of self-
subsisting'things, the smallest unit of redlity is an event. It may be
of theoretical interest to consider whether individual things exist in
themselves; but nothing is of concern or value unless regarded as an
occasion (actual or posshle) for relationship. 'Existence' is an ex-
tremely abstract notion—it is not redlity, but merely an abstract
possibility of reality. Nothing is rea until included in an event of
vaue. If we recognize degrees of value, if we acknowledge that one
experience is 'better' than another, that it is better to die for on€e's
friends than to cheat one's enemies, then we aso recognize degrees

1 Cf. C. G. Jung, Modern Man in Search ofa Soul: *Any reaction to stimulus may be

caudly explained; but the credtive act, which is the absolute antithesis of mere
reaction, will for ever elude the human understanding.'
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of redity. And the term 'red’, which we are inclined to reserve as a
measure of solidity, genuineness, and importance, dso becomes a
measure of the range of individual awareness and the capacity for
response. But the sheer extent and richness of response to events is
not, in itsalf, the test of value the response must adso have some
relevance on the one hand to the particular event and, on the other,
to the person as an higtorical entity. When this unity embraces at once
the event-constructed-by-the-person and the person-constructed-in-
the-event an event of reality has occurred.

The fullest redlity is accessble only to those who have a wide
range and depth of awareness; and this redlity is consistently acces-
sible only to those who are capable of organizing complex responses.
‘Sengitiveness without impulse spells decadence, and impulse with-
out sengtiveness spells brutality.” The artist's characteristicimpulse is
to sustain, organize, and contemplate, and so to embody his events of
reality. A hazardous occupation; for (as Kierkegaard observes) ‘it
takes more courage to suffer than to act, more courage to forget than
to remember'. The ordinary man is prudent when he limits his
awareness and reponses. every surge of response, every occasion of
redlity, is an upheaval, a new birth, a destruction of much that has
gone before, the threat of chaos, athreat to the foreseeable future. It
is safer to avoid a succession of such shocks, for it takes inconceivable
strength and faith to support the full and continuous weight of
redlity. But it is the business of the future to be dangerous. Vaue—
and so reality—inheres only in the present, in the minute window of
awareness that moves across the river of time like a shaft of moon-
light moving across a dark estuary. Perpetualy nove, the luminous
instant of value and redlity has aso the character of eternity: and
eternity, in Boethius's arresting phrase, is 'the whole, simultaneous,
and complete fruition of a life without bounds. The event of reality
constructs the person; it makes the person integral, and endows him
with integrity. For the event of redlity is instantaneous and timeless,
striking dark roots of simultaneity into the history of the person, of
the race, of mankind.

By retiring from the luminous present we can avoid the crushing
burden of reality and al its astonishing novelty and consistency; we

. A. Richards, in Principles of Literary Criticism, is inclined to suggest that the
number of components in a psychic event is a measure of a value. Although there
gppears to be some relation between 'richness’ of response and value, value is essendally
a qualitative feature of experience and can never be asssssed quantitatively.
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can avoid the gress of change and the responshility of growing up.
Yet the art of living is to discover how one may constantly change
without loss of integrity; that is, to change without losing touch with
redity. In renouncing the present—and with it the fullest respons-
bility that falls to man—we let dip the treasure which is of dl
treasures the richest: it is a treasure which can never be possessed
because it is aways dipping away; it can only be possessed by re-
nouncing ownership, by recreating it afresh from moment to moment.
And that is not the creation and recreation of a succession of'things,
but the creation and recreation of the sdf in the context of reality.

That such a life is possible and that it is the crown of human
endeavour is a conviction supported intuitively by religious men
and discursively by philosophers. Such alife is not the prerogative
of artists and mystics: one supposes that, with due preparation, it is
accessible to everybody. Yet few attain to such alife; and only those
who can endure

The backward look behind the assurance
Of recorded history, the backward half-look
Over the shoulder, towards the primitive terror.

We have direct evidence of it only through works of art. This is o,
not smply because the materials of art are relatively permanent, not
subject to the vertiginous evanescence of human events. It is so
because the artist can discover to himself his redlity only by making
a work of art. By embodying in physical materia his feeling of
redity, by incarnating his feeling for redlity, the artist discovers and
redizes both himselfand the world. And this discovery is of supreme
value because it can communicate itsdf to others.



A

Two Views ofImagination

It has been already hinted, that metaphysics andpsychology have long been my hobby-horse. But to
have a hobby-horse, and to be vain ofit, are so commonlyfound together, that they pass almostfor
the same. | trust, therefore, that there will be more good-humor than contempt, in the smile with
which the reader chastises my self-complacency, if I confess myself uncertain, whether the satisfac-
tionfrom the perception of a truth new to myself may not have been rendered more poignant by
the conceit, that it would be equally so to the public—s. x. COLERIDGE.

Art begins with the mind and the will to select. The spontaneous welling up of images, without
which there can be no poetry, precedes and nourishes the activity of the poet: and doubtless it
‘is never the result of premeditation and calculation: this must be emphasized. As a general rule,
however, the mind not only regulates but invites such an activity andgives it a direction. It then
waits for the results, stops them as they issue, makes a selection and forms a judgment.

JACQUES MARITAIN

HROUGH the device of abstraction man has secured some

measure of control over his environment, and has achieved

some kinds of cohesive—though admittedly unstable—

socid organizations. In the course of time men have become more

‘civilized’; but man cannot outgrow his past, he has not atered

the fundamentally primitive nature of redity, he has not outgrown

'the primitive terror', he cannot dispense with the redity which is

accessble only to the primitive prelogical mentality. This mentality

persigs in civilized man, but submerged; in poetry and through poets
this mentality is invoked and perpetuated.

The only full redity for man is naked living, a rhythmic move-

ment between contemplation and action. Certain actions are red
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because they flow from events of redlity; but redity is only grasped in
contemplation, in an attitude of passvity, a tota awareness which
permits of total response. The action that flows from contemplative
dtates has a specid moral vividness, a peculiar human relevance; only
in such action do we attain redlity, become red. But socid and con-
Sdered action in Western civilization in the last few centuries has
not consistently exhibited those qualities, one can only suppose that
socid action (as we now know it) is begotten on abstraction by the
technicad mind. So powerfully has the technica mind dominated
Western civilization that it has represented its own theoretical and
speculative activities as contemplative; it has maintained that know-
ledge is genuine only when proved by externa evidence, and only
when applicable as power to achieve predictable results in action.
The contemplative way of mind seeks other ends than these, operates
in a different manner, and terminates in action and expression of a
different kind.

Science attempts to show what things are and how they work; by
describing, prescribing, and predicting, science indicates how we
may secure control over our environment and (to a certain extent)
over ourselves. Science attains to its precision by successve stages
of abstraction, by criticizing and relating generalities which, being
no longer individual, must be abstract. Scientific action manifests
its abstractness in an absence of responsibility and moral quality;
scientific expression manifests its abstractness by the absence of fed-
ing. The value and quality of different actions is difficult to deter-
mine because it is difficult to establish why an action occurred as it
did. But the action that flows out of an artist's contemplative experi-
ence is his fashioning of a work of art. Provided we examine the
work of art as an extension of the artist'smind and not as an abstracted
‘thing', we may expect to find traces, not only of a certain kind of
mental activity, but aso of his basic beliefs and particular degrees of
value. Yet dl kinds of expression—the artist's as well as the scientist's
—areinasense abstract: they arenot life, they are not redity. Although
dl kinds of expresson are complementary, they form when com-
bined not a synthesis of reality but a complete hollow world. But that
is true only of the 'written things, the physical expression regarded
as an unrelated entity not recreated in another mind. Edith Sitwell
writes that 'with Y eats poetry meant no escape from life, poetry was
life—it was action as much as dream—and dream was a part of life,
a refreshment, and a reflowering'. When the artist clams to embody
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redity, it remains to inquire how it is that an artist can endow his
physical work of art with a vitality and value not to be found in the
products of a different mental attitude.

Works of art can convey to us thefeeling of things; they can tell us
what things feel like. But how does the artist transfer that feeling into
his words and tunes and rhythms, into his colours and lines—a
feelingfor, as well as afeeling of, things, persons, and events? Philo-
sophical and scientific inquiriesinto art have seldom asked a question
of this kind. They have generally been content to ascribe a specia
quality to artistic expression and account for that quality by invoking
the term 'Imagination’. If the term Imagination seemed too wobbly,
it was propped up with the word ‘crestive’ and was then felt to serve
as source and sanction for al the transcendent vaues in art—and
even in 'life. In a later chapter | shall examine the characteristic
stamp given to language by the technical and the contemplative ways
of mind; in this chapter | wish to show how each of these ways of
mind adso shows its true character when describing Imagination.

The 'ordinary man' at present has a somewhat tenuous grasp of
redity; consequently he is inclined to assume that there is a clear-
cut distinction between 'appearance’ and 'reality’. This assumption
colours his view of imagination. Imagination, he will say (in Lord
Kamess phrase), is a faculty which can ‘fabricate images without
any foundation in redlity’, a faculty which can cal up 'things not
present to sense’ and construct things that never were on sea or land.
If art arises from imagination, the argument runs, then it must be a
tissue of unreal fantasies; and even Plato, the poet's philosopher,
reluctantly alowed himself to be steered into this conclusion. This
view of imagination is not wrong; but it gives too much importance
to an aspect of image-making that is not of primary importance to
the artist and is too indistinct for a theory of art. It is interesting to
notice what prominence this view assumes in the New English
Dictionary; and even though the word ‘imagination’ can now be held
to a different meaning, the cognate words 'imagine, ‘imaginary’,
‘imaginative al point towards this ‘ordinary' view.” Shakespeare in

! Bven such an accomplished philosopher as R. G. Collingwood could be misled
by them: see his Outlines of a Philosophy of Art (1925), pp. 11-13. "What the subject
does [in the case of art] is to imagine: the object is an imaginary object, and the
relation between them is that the individual or empirical act of imagining crestes the
object. In knowledge, on the other hand, the object is red; and the relation between
them is that the empirica act of knowing presupposes the object and does not create
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one of his rare comments upon imagination is evidently writing with
histonguein his cheek; but he givesthree instances of the same view.

. The lunatic, the lover, and the poet
Are of imagination all compact:—
One sees more devils than vast hell can hold,—
That is, the madman: the lover, all asfrantic,
Sees Helens beauty in a brow of Egypt:
The poet's eye, in afinefrenzy rolling,
Doth glancefrom heaven to earth, from earth to heaven;
And, as imagination bodiesforth
Theforms of things unknown, the poet's pen
Turns them to shapes, andgives to airy nothing
A local habitation and a name.

In the same scene of A Midsummer Night's Dream he touches upon
amore grave and paradoxica feature of imagination.

Lovers and madmen have such seething brains,
Such shapingfantasies, that apprehend
More than cool reason ever comprehends.

But the clam seems in its context ambiguous, if not frankly play-
ful. Until the end of the eighteenth century the word Imagination
remained vague and confused; like 'imitation’ and ‘Nature' in
elghteenth-century criticism, and 'ether and ‘instinct’ in nineteenth-
century science and psychology, it was too often postulated as a
vehicle or faculty to embrace vaues and processes of which no
connected account could be given.

Oneisinclined to agree with Herbert Read that the understanding
of aesthetic consciousness 'has not advanced much beyond the level
it reached Wlth Wordsworth and Coleridge and their German con-
temporaries. But it is to Coleridge rather than to Wordsworth or
to their German contemporaries that modern aesthetic theories of

t ..Theobject, inthe case of art, isanimaginary object.. . . Wecertainly do usethe
word imaginary with a definite implication of unreality.... We are quite right to
oppose the imaginary to the red. For the red is only red as |t stands in the red world.'

* Education through Art (1944), p. 30. Herbert Read actualy sys that 'the scientific
andysis of aesthetic consciousness has not advanced much . .., but | do not much
like the phrase 'scientific analysis here, any more than | like the term ‘intuition’ in the
passage quoted in my previous chapter (p. 38). Herbert Read's later book, Coleridge as
Critic (1950), which shows Coleridge as a forerunner of existentiaism, suggests that
he would be prepared to modify this introductory phrase.
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imagination are to be traced. And it must be admitted that Cole-
ridge accorded to imagination an intense honorific regard WhICh
for some time, has arrested rather than stimulated further inqui ry.!

Coleridge maintained that imagination was not the unique pro-
perty of the artist, but that it underlay al knowledge even of the
most prosaic kind. He sought to establish the clam that poetry be
consdered as a serious mode of revelation; he wished to show that
poetry and 'life’ were not divorced, that poetry is a window opening
upon redlity. The poet's activity, exceptiona though it might be,
was in his view an extension of ordinary cognitive experience; poetry
and any other form of knowledge were to be judged by the same
criteria? Kant—to whom Coleridge owes something for the terms
and articulation of his theory—had similarly grounded cognition in
\he synthesizing activity of imagination. But Kant, concerned by
temperament to establish the primacy of conceptual knowing, takes
little account of artistic activity. Though Coleridge's exposition of
his theory of imagination is partial and scattered, the theory itsalf is
supple and luminous in away that less fragmentary and more dog-
matic theories are not: for it grows out of his own experience of arare
creative faculty, is enriched by an acute and sensitive psychologica
insight, and refined by his capacity for sustained philosophica in-
quiry. So much obfuscation has arisen from squabbles over Cole-
ridge's distinction between Imagination and Fancy that it is il
worth following out the implications of his theory. And for the
present purpose it isilluminating to compare his theory with Kant's.
Coleridge's strenuous labours with the Kantian philosophy ended in
respectful repudiation; whatever affinity there was between their
minds was the affinity of direct opposites. Not only does Kant's
theory of imagination revea the technica mind and Coleridge's the
contemplative, but Coleridge recognized the distinction and specifi-
cdly drew attention to it within his own theory of imagination.

The locus classicus for Coleridge's theory is found at the very end

! Coleridge's influence upon theories of imagination dates from 1800. His idess
play a much more important role in Wordsworth's Preface to Lyrical Ballads (1800,
1802) and in the 'Essay Supplementary' (1815) than is generaly recognized. It is dso
interesting to notice how persistently the Shakespeare passages quoted above ran
through Coleridge's head during the annus mirabilis at Nether Stowey (1796-8), and
how important a part they played in shaping his vocabulary of imagination.

2 This summary view of Coleridge's position is set forth a length by D. G. James
in Scepticism and Poetry (1937). The account that follows diverges, however, in severd
respects from Professor Jamess dis;r:uswsion.o
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of the tantalizingly evasive thirteenth chapter of Biograpbia Literaria:
‘The Imagination then | consider either as primary, or secondary.
The primary Imagination | hold to be the living power and prime
agent of dl human perception, and as a repetition in the finite mind
of the eternal act of creation in the infinite | AM. The secondary
Imagination | congder as an echo of the former, co-existing with the
conscious will, yet ill as identical with the primary in the kind of
its agency, and differing only in degree, and in the mode of its opera-
tion. It dissolves, diffuses, dissipates, in order to recreate: or wherethis
process is rendered impossible, yet Hill at al events it struggles to
idedlize and to unify. It is essentialy vital [i.e. organic], even as dl
objects (as objects) are essentidly fixed and dead/ The primary
Imagination is the imagination operating at its most elementary leve
in the direct act of perception, organizing whatever is perceived
instantly into a meaningful pattern without the intrusion of analysis
or 'thinking'. In this Coleridge anticipates the gestalt psychology: in
dl his psychologica inquiries he insgts that every psychic event is
integral. But nowhere ese does he discuss the primary Imagination;
and he seems never to have completed the 'theory of perception and
its dependence on the memory and imagination' promised in The
Friend.

The secondary Imagination engages a twofold activity which
resolvesitsdfin asynthess, an integrated psychic unity. This activity
is not a spontaneous mechanism but ‘co-exists with the conscious
will'. And this feature of the secondary I magination—important for
the digtinction between Imagination and Fancy—is clarified by a
celebrated passage in the fourteenth chapter of the Biograpbia:

[The poet] diffuses atone and spirit of unity, that blends and (as
itwere)fuses,, each into each, by that synthetic and magical power, to
which | would exclusively appropriate the name of Imagination.
This power, first put into action by the will and understanding, and
retained under their irremissive, though gentle and unnoticed con-
trol, laxis effertur babenis, reveds itsdf in the balance and reconcile-
ment of opposite and discordant qualities: of sameness, with differ-
ence; of the general with the concrete; the idea with the image; the
individual with the representative; the sense of novelty and freshness
with old and familiar objects, a more than usual state of emotion
with more than usual order; judgment ever awake and steady self-
possession with enthusiasm and fedling profound or vehement; and
while it blends and harmonizes the natural and the artificial, ill
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subordinates art to nature; the manner to the matter; and our admira-
tion of the poet to our sympathy with the poetry.’

The earlier phrase, ‘co-exists with the conscious will', is now clear.
He does not mean that the secondary Imagination is co-extensive with
the conscious will, but that it cannot function without the infusion of
the will and understanding. Again, primary and secondary Imagina
tion are the same in kind of agency, but differ in the mode of operation
by the presence or absence of will and understanding: they differ in
degree, because we are conscious only of the synthesized product of
primary Imagination, whereas we are intensely aware of the synthe-
Szing process of the secondary Imagination. But ‘the rules of Imagina
tion are themselves the very powers of growth and production’:
Imagination is not simply an act of will, but a dynamic activity
developing from within, self-creating, lightly controlled and in part
Sustained by the will and understanding.

The link between primary and secondary Imagination is more
clearly described in The Statesman's Manual as 'that reconciling and
mediatory power, which, incorporating the reason in images of the
sense, and organizing (as it were) the flux of the senses by the per-
manence and sdlf-circling energies of the reason, gives hirth to a
system of symbols, harmonious in themselves, and consubstantial
with the truth of which they are conductors. The elements which
Imagination ‘dissolves, diffuses, disspates, in order to recreate’ are,
then, images—whether the objects corresponding with those images
ae physcally present, or remembered, or both. When the synthesiz-
ing process is complete a new whole has been created; and somehow
both it and its constituents have been raised to wmbollc status, made
permanent and significant, partaking of reaity—they have become
windows opening upon redlity. This synthesis is both the condition
and outcome of the poet's integration; for 'The poet, described in
ideal perfection, brings the whole soul of man into activity, with the
subordination of its faculties to each other according to their relative
worth and dignity." Coleridge would agree with Croce that in a
sense homo nascitur poeta—certainly in the instant integrity of direct
perception, and probably dso in the generd manifestations of the
secondary Imagination; but when it is a matter actually of construct-
ing awork of art, the poet engages in an activity peculiar to himself.

‘The sense of musical delight, with the power of producing it, is
a gift of imagination; and this together with the power of reducing
'multitude into unity of effect, and modifying series of thoughts by
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some one predominant thought or feding, may be cultivated and
improved, out can never be learned. It isin these that " poeta nascitur
nonfit":

Kant's account of imagination in the Critique of Pure Reason is
drawn up in strikingly similar terms but it starts from and returns
to avery different attitude of mind.! The imagination he considers to
be 'a blind but indispensable function of the soul’, 'the faculty of
representing in intuition an object that is not teelf present'? (We
notice at once that he singles out the feature of imagination which is
centra in the popular view.) The imagination, in Kant's view as in
Coleridge's, operates in two orders or modes. these he cdls 'reproduc-
tiveé and 'productive. The reproductive imagination fashions em-
piricd intuition into 'images, its synthesis being entlrely subject to
empirica laws, the laws, namely, of association'® In an important
note Kant indicates at what a radica level he conceives imagination
to function.

'Psychologists have hitherto failed to redlize that imagination is a
necessary ingredient of perception itself. Thisis due partly to the fact
that that faculty has been limited to reproduction, partly to the belief
that the senses not only supply impressions but dso combine them so
as to generate images of objects. For that purpose something more
than the mere receptivity of impressions is undoubtedly required,
namely, a function for the synthesis of them.’

! The passages quoted in the following account are taken from Norman Kemp
Smith's trandation of the Critique of Pure Reason (1929); the central passages—on
imagination, synthesis, and schemata—are found in pp. 112, 165, 182 of that text.
| have profited much from Kemp Smith's Commentary to Kant's 'Critique of Pure
Reason (1923), especidly pp. 263-70, 334-42.

2 Kant'sterm'intuition’ (Anscbauung) is not much like the popular sense of that term,
being amogt the equivalent to 'perception’ but not involving any particular psycho-
logica or ontologica theory about the relation between the perceiver and the thing
perceived. See the first part of Transcendental Aesthetic' in the Critique of Pure
Reason: 'In whatever manner and by whatever means a mode of knowledge may relate
to objects, intuition is that through which it is in immediate relation to them, and to
which al thought as a meansis directed. But intuition takes place only in so far as the
object is given to us. ... Objects aregiven to us by means of senghility, and it alone
yidds us intuitions.... The effect of an object upon the faculty of representation, so far
as we are affected by it, is sensation. That intuition which is in relation to the object
through sensation, isentitled empirical .

8 Cf. Critique, p. 112 "To bring this synthesis [of imagination] to concepts is a func-
tion which belongs to the understanding, and it is through this function of the under-
standing that we firgt obtain knowledge properly so cdled.” See dso my p. 57 beow.
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Coleridge, then, has evidently taken a clue from Kant in digtin-
guishing a phase of imagination at the level of perception, and has
substituted the more convenient, less redtrictive term ‘primary" for
Kant's 'reproductive. But aready their views diverge. Kant con-
sdersthat the reproductive imagination commands discrete empirical
intuitions into recognizable and relatable forms for cognition: Cole-
ridge regards the primary imagination, not as a higher faculty which
(supervenes upon perception, but as an integrative process within
perception itsalf.'Perception for Coleridge is immediate, meaningful,
and integral; he sees imagination operating in perception and assigns
to it a function other than that of producing what is not actually
present, because he recognizes that perception is (in his own word)
unific and in that important detail exhibits the distinctive character
of imagination.

The productive imagination (to continue with Kant's distinction)
is a spontaneous and self-determining faculty which synthesizes
Intuitionsinto schemata; intuitions are the unformed objects of think-
ing. The reproductive imagination operates ‘through and in accord-
ance with' the productive imagination; but images and schemata are
different in kind. (Kant does not give any account of the commerce
between images and schemata.)) Schemata provide the basis for
empirica concepts; and pureapriori concepts (the categories) supply
the relational formsfor al knowledge. Images are 'never completely
at one with the concept’; consequently empirical observation, even
when commanded and clarified by the reproductive imagination,
can play no primary role in what Kant cdls 'the unitary conscious-
ness. The hierarchical character of his outline appears in the notion
of a supreme 'intellectual synthesis which secures ‘combination
through the understanding alone, without the aid of imagination’
and commands the 'figurative synthesis supplied by imagination.

At the level of verbal exposition, Kant's ditinctions between pro-
ductive and reproductive imagination, and between imagination and
intuition, are clear enough. But when we recall Kant'sinsistence that
form and content mutually condition each other, we wonder why
Kant introduced these distinctions; for we are entitled to assume that
he meant to show that imagination was a synthesis of functional
relations and not a faculty mediating between intuition and under-
standing. It might be argued that he was hampered by an inherited
Leibnizian terminology not suited to his central purpose, and so in
the end does not define clearly enough the difference between cate-
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gories (the formal structures of understanding) and schemata (pure
conceptua forms isolated from the particular and referable to the
apriori categories). It has been argued that his architectonic scheme
deflected him from the account of imagination that he might other-
wise have given; for he assarts that intuitions without concepts are
blind and that concepts without intuitions are empty. Nevertheless
it is afact that he fails to show how there can be a single unbroken
arc between'empirical intuition and the unified life of understanding.
The reason for this failure, though difficult to detect, lies at the roots
of the difference between Kant and Coleridge.

On one point Kant is consistently clear: the generation of unified
experience is primarily due to the productive imagination. The dis-
tinctive character which he assigns to imagination explains, however,
why the imagination was an embarrassing notion for him to handle,
and why he does not devote as much attention to it as Coleridge
does. Kant's primary purpose is to discriminate pure reason, to show
what conditions must be postulated if knowledge of the a priori is
to be posshle. For Kant, dl knowledge involves awareness of sdf
and of objects; it isan activity of the conscious mind. Y et by postulat-
ing imagination he has introduced an unconscious faculty, ‘an art
concealed in the depths of the human soul’; we can be conscious of
the products of imagination but (in Kant's view) not of imagination
itself. Ofthe schemata provided by the productive imagination Kant
says that they are 'pure (without admixture of anything empirical),
and yet are in one aspect intellectual and in another sensuous. But
we see that this recognition of the mixed intellectual and sensuous
character ofimagination is a bit perfunctory when he dso writes that
'the transcendental unity of the synthesis of imagination is the pure
form of al possible knowledge. Hence, through it al objects of
possible experience must be represented a priori.' Images—the out-
come of reproductive imagination—he takes to be always particular;
schemata—the outcome of productive imagination—are aways
universal. By a confusion of the terms 'schema and ‘category’, and
by softening the outlines of hisimportant term'apriori', Kant appears
to have established some commerce between image and category by
way of the schemata. His concentration upon the conscious mind
and pure reason has led him to think of the schema as a third entity
intermediate between the other two, and not as the functional relation
which his doctrine required. Something in the whole st of his mind
has led him to neglect that vitd feature of imagination which
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Coleridge—as practising artist and sensitive psychologica observer
—was so well equipped to illuminate: its incorrigibly physical and
Impurecharacter.

The radicd difference between Kant and Coleridge may now be
discerned; the difference is not unimportant for it bears upon more
than the theory of imagination. Kant, seeking wholly to detach pure
reason and the apriori from the empirical, thinks of the imagination
asimposing apriori forms upon the actual or empiricd; for he starts
at the level of apriori synthetic judgments and works 'downward'
towards intuition (perception), renouncing al interest in psycho-
logicd inquiry. Coleridge, approaching the problem of knowledge
(asit were) from the other end, knew from the nature of poetry that
imagination discoverstheapriori in the actua; and he would further
maintain that the prime function of art is to bring into instant
identity the particularity of the image and the universality of the
(Kantian) schema in art, he would say, the particular takes on
sudden luminous universality, for in art the particular becomes a
symbol. Betweenthetwothereisadifferenceof intension, adifference
in the centre towards which each swings when confronted by a
chasm in thinking or by the need for a delicate distinction. Kant
tends to be driven back upon his concern for the relation between
subject and predicate, even when dedling with issues not noticeably
logical in character; for Kant isin love with metaphysics and seeksto
make metaphysics a science through the rigorous application of a
scientific logic. Coleridge fals back upon his concern for the real
relation between subject and object—the relation being experiential
or apprehensive—that interanimation of subject and object which
lies at the centre of dl artistic experience* The shift in the meaning
of 'subject’ in this distinction indicates the radica nature of the
difference. Coleridge was more than an amateur of metaphysics,
he wished to extend the compass of metaphysics to embrace the
poetica sphere; he aso wished to bresk through the limitations of the
Arigtotelean logic. The opposite to poetry was, he saw, science; he
wished to extend logic into the sphere of poetic. Coleridge's theory of

! Kant seems to have been aware of having to choose between these two basic
postions. In his earliet attempt to encompass the generative activities of mind he
appreciated that only the products, not the activities generative of consciousness, could
be presented to consciousness. In the face of this requirement his distinction between
the real understanding and the logical understanding collgpsed (in the Dissertation);
and it was at this point that he introduced imagination as a 'third thing' cgpable of
transcendental as well as of empirical activity.
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imagination is essentially an artist's view. Kant was once offered a
professorship of poetry; yet his view if imagination'is a scientist's
view, the antithesis of the artist's.

Kant's notion of a supreme ‘'intellectua synthesis finally establishes
the dominance of understanding in his scheme. The intellectua
synthesis secures ‘combination through the understanding albne,
without the ad of imagination’, and commands the ‘figurative
synthesis which imagination supplies. Kant's 'productive imagina-
tion', then, differs from Coleridge's 'secondary imagination' in the
same important respect that the ‘reproductive’ differs from the
‘primary’. For Coleridge's secondary imagination is not commanded
by the understanding: it is under the irremissive but nonethel
gentle and unnoticed control of the will and understanding. And if
it is argued that Kant's intellectual synthesis, being separated from
imagination, is therefore outside the scope of Coleridge's secondary
imagination, we must remember that for Coleridgethereisno faculty
or activity higher than that of the fully developed imagination. On
the one hand, the imagination 'brings the whole soul of man into
activity, with the subordination of its faculties to each other according
to their relative worth and dignity'; on the other hand, imagination
'incorporates] the reason in images of the sense. In Kant's scheme
there is a chasm between imagination and understanding, between
the images of perception and the concepts proper to the highest
mental activity—understanding. Although he insists that both syn-
theses are 'transcendental’, he has no means of bridging the chasm;
his view of knowledge, starting from the reality of a priori synthetic
judgments, will not alow him to find any genuine basis for know-
ledge in the radical and direct act of perception (intuition). In the
Coleridgean theory there is no such chasm: each level ofimagination
is whole and unifying; the one flows out of the other; the higher,
development (secondary imagination) is instantaneously interfused
at the upper end of the scale with 'Reason’ (= Kant's ‘understand-
ing' in the trandation), and at the lower end with the senses.

The crucia problem for a theory of art is to give a satisfactory
account of the commerce between percepts and concepts. An
adequate psychologica theory of art requires that whatever is given
in perception can mingle with abstract concepts and be submitted
to conscious selection and criticism without losing its peculiar per-
ceptua character—that is, without losing the charges of feeling it
acquires in the act of perception. Kant's distinction between ‘images
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and 'schematd is a vauable one; but the digtinction, as he has drawn
it, cannot lead into an adequate account of artistic process. (One
must remark in passing that Kant had no intention 01 describing or
establishing artigtic process here.) Images, regarded as perceptua and
charged with feding-tone, are the irreducible units for imagination;
and these alone are capable of achieving synthesis—a dynamic, sdf-
congtructed unity. 'Schemata, on Kant's own definition, are con-
ceptual and devoid of feeing-tone; inasmuch as they are intellectual
they are abstracted from the experiential reality from which art
springs. Schemata are constructed by that intellectual vison which,
being abstractive, is not contemplative: they are diagrams of'idess,
the irreducible units for analytical or theoretica thinking.

| am not concerned to elevate Coleridge's theory at the expense
of Immanuel Kant, but smply to distinguish certain operations of
mind. When two theories are as similar as these, and yet so different,
it is pertinent to ask whether they are two conflicting accounts of
the same experience, or accounts of two different kinds of experience.
Each one describes what he is convinced is the highest activity of the
.soul. The ‘'intellectual synthesis was the most vivid and important
experience that Kant—the philosopher, the impeccable connoisseur
—had known."! Coleridge the poet is working from the basis of his
mogt vivid and important experience—those times when the 'shaping
spirit of Imagination' struck with its o'ertaking wing, and he found
‘himself resolving, clarifying, objectifying events of redlity into a poem.

Kant offers the classica account of ideation:* Coleridge offers the
classca account of imagination. After patient and repeated study
of Kant, Coleridge could find no resting-place for his mind in that
philosophy: gradually, by imperceptible stages, he came to recognize
the difference between hisway of mind and Kant's. He had indicated
in an early trenchant observation that the antithesis of poetry was not
prose but science—and Kant was trying to establish apurely scientific
metaphysics, a project with which at least some part of Coleridge's

! It is interesting to notice how reluctantly Coleridge recognized this 'set' to Kant's
mind. 'In spite ... of his own declarations, | could never believe, that it was possble
for him to have meant no more by hisNoumenon, or THING IN ITSELF, than his
mere words express, or that in his own conception he confined the whole plagtic power
to the forms of the intellect, leaving for the external cause, for the tnaterfale of our
sensations, a matter without form, which is doubtless inconceivable. | entertained
doubts, likewise, whether in his own mind he even laid all the gtress, which he gppears

to do, on the moral postulates.
2 The N.E.D. definition is 'the forman(ggofideas of things not present to the senses.
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mind was in sympathy. Kant had held the word ‘imagination’ firmly
to the sense of an image-making faculty, taking as its most prominent
characterigtic its ability to confront the mind with images of things
not actually present to the senses. Coleridge was less concerned with
this particular question, probably because he had studied it in close
detail in dream, fantasy, associgtion, and edetic imagery. But as soon
as he does discuss image-making, heis led to the distinction between
Imagination and Fancy—a distinction which Kant concedls by his
equivocal use of the term 'synthess, and which severa subtle
thlnkers since Coleridge have seen fit to neglect or repudiate.
'Repeated meditations [upon Wordsworth's poems|’, Coleridge
tells us in the fourth chapter of the Biograpbia Literaria, ‘led me first to
suspect (and a more intimate analysis of the human faculties. . .
matured my conjecturesinto full conviction) that fancy and imagina-
tion were two distinct and widely different faculties, instead of being,
according to the genera belief, either two names with one meaning,
or, a furthest the lower and higher degree of one and the same
power.”>  The account of Fancy is reserved for the 'sharp point' of
the famous thirteenth chapter, following immediately upon the
description of Imagination (p. 51 above). 'Fancy . . . has no other
counters to play with, but fixitiesand definites. The fancy is indeed
no other than a mode of memory emancipated from the order of time

1 s for example, T. S. Eliot, The Use of Poetry and the Use of Criticism (1933),
pp. 76-81; J. L. Lowes, The Road to Xanadu (1928), pp. 103, 488. Basl Willey's
Warton Lecture of 1946, 'Coleridge on Imagination and Fancy' (now reprinted in his
Nineteenth Century Studies (1949)), gives an admirably clear and persuasive account of
the distinction. More extended discussions are to befoundin D. G. Jamess Scepticism
and Poetry (1937) and I. A. Richardss Coleridge on Imagination (1934, revised 1951).

2In Itdian theword for 'fancy' isimaginazzione; theword for ‘imagination' isfantasia.
In eighteenth-century criticism the two words were virtually synonymous; and Cole-
ridge observes characterigtically (dill inthefourth chapter of the Biographia): Itis not,
| own, easy to conceive a more opposite trandation of the Greek (pavraafa than the
Latinimaginatio; but it is equally true that in dl societies there exists an ingtinct of
growth, a certain collective, unconscious good sense working progressively to desynony-
mize those words origindly of the same meaning, which the conflux of didects
supplied to the more homogeneous languages, as the Greek and German: and which
the same cause, joined with accidents of trandation from original works of different
countries, occason in mixed languages like our own.' (Coleridge, however, was guilty
of disseminating an inversion of the scholagtic terms 'understanding' and 'reason’ by
exating 'Reason’ as the more noble term.) Miss Wilma L. Kennedy's The English
Heritage of Coleridge of Bristol 1798 (1947) accumulates some useful materid to support
Coleridges clam to origindity in this digtinction: the text of the book, however, is
not much more eegant than the title.
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and space; while it is blended with, and modified by that empirica
phenomenon of the will, which we express by the word Choice.
But equally with the ordinary memory the Fancy must receive dl its
materials ready made from the law of association. This is very
Kantian language indeed; but in his Lectures on Shakespeare
(1811-12), where he had aready suggested the distinction as it
applied to Shakespeare, he writes entirely in his own terms. 'As soon
as [the mind] is fixed on one image, it becomes understanding
[? Kant's 'intellectual synthesis], but while it is unfixed and waver-
ing between [images|, attaching itsdlf permanently to none, it is
imagination. . . . The grandest effects of poetry are where the im-
agination is cdled forth, not to produce a distinct form, but a strong
working of the mind, till offering what is till repelled, and again
creating what is again rejected; the result being what the poet wishes
to express, namely, the substitution of a sublime feeling for the
unimaginable for a mere image/ This not only clarifies his direct
account of Fancy, but anticipates Yeatss doctrine of the Hodos
Chameleontos (the Chameleon's Way), and looks towards Keatss
sketch of that gift ‘which Shakespeare possessed so enormously—I
mean Negative Capability, that is, when aman is capable of being in
uncertainties, mysteries, doubts, without any irritable reaching after
fact and reason—'

It is clear that the Coleridgean Fancy is identical with the faculty
Kant had postulated to produce the ‘figurative synthesis. But Cole-
ridge's imaginative synthesis does not coincide with Kant's 'intellec-
tual synthesis; for the one is a synthesis of images, the other a
synthesis of concepts. Coleridge then has not only singled out a
‘faculty' which Kant does not recognize, but he has characterized it
in three senses: on terms of faculties, of the data the faculties work
upon, and of the relations that hold between those data. Fancy is 'the
faculty of bringing together images dissmilar in the main by some
one point or more of likeness; the images of Fancy are constructed
by the exercise of will and logic—the logic often inverted and
fantastic; and being toneless they are grouped by collocation into
diagrams. Imagination—'the greatest faculty of the human mind'—
is 'the power by which one image or feeling is made to modify
many others, and by a sort of fusion to force many into one;
the images of Imagination are constructed by an unwilled congtel-
lating process of memory, ae richly toned with feeling, form
and true syntheses by fusing themselves dynamicaly into each other
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and into their context. Findly, Imagination by Combining many
circumstances into one moment of consciousness, tends to pro-
duce that ultimate end of allhuman thought and human fedling,
unity’'.

The asociative link for Fancy is always an idea, afixed connection
‘between counters 'fixed and definite’; the images of Fancy are datic,
toneless, decorative, stable because they have been raised out of their
experiential context and have logt the indeterminacy of outline and
richness of meaning that intense feeling would give them. The
images of Imagination are single, immediate, and singular; by sudden
collisons and fusions they wield the whiplash of hitherto unrecog-
nized relations. Are the abstract and conceptual images of Fancy to
be associated with the technical mind, and the individual, palpitat-
ing and cohesive images of Imagination to be associated with the
contemplative mind? Can we say that the feeling-tone which typifies
Imagination is the sign, not only that the whole man is engaged, but
aso that hereis an activity arising from an event of reality? If so, we
have the keystone of the aesthetic arch; it should be possible to trace
an unbroken cregtive arc from the primal events of perception to
the completed work of art. The centrd term for such an account
will befeeling; and it will be necessary to show how in art feeling and
memory combine in a process where analytical thinking plays only
the margina (though not insignificant) role of critic and casua
stimulant.

Before proceeding with such an account, however, an important
observation remains to be made. Coleridge has conducted his
description of Imagination at two levels. Sometimes he regards it as
a specid mode of image-making, a function of memory; sometimes
he regards it as a transcendent activity which terminates in a poem
whose constituentimagesareproduced by the specid mode of image-
making. No matter how closdly related the two processes may be—
and indeed one must flow seamlesdy out of the other—two processes
can and should be discerned. Aware that two processes were being
confused, Coleridge strove to separate them by reserving the word
Imagination for the image-making faculty and coining a new word
for the other. In the thirteenth chapter of the Biograpbia (as Basl
Willey wittily observes), when he was 'face to face at last with his
centrd problem, and alarmed by his own chapter heading . . . [he]
dips lizard-like into athicket of learned excerpts, and vanishes from
sght, leaving in our hands his tall only—a letter from himsdf to
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himself about his forthcoming masterpiece.’ The chapter heading
reads 'On the Imagination, or Esemplastic Power. The word 'or'
was unfortunate; for more than a century it has concealed the sharp
outlines of an analysis which, far from being superseded, has scarcely
been rediscovered.

Some years before writing that chapter heading Coleridge had
been searching for aword to identify the sovereign activity in artt—we
can watch him in a notebook entry: 'How excellently the German
Einbildungskrafi [Kant's word] expresses this prime and loftiest
faculty, the power of coadunation, the faculty that forms the many
into one—in-eins-bildung! Eisenplasy, or esenoplastic power, as
contradistinguished from fantasy, or the mirrorment, either catoptric
or metoptric—repeating simply, or by transposition—and again,
involuntary as in dreams, or by an act of the will/ Mr J. Isaacs has
observed that in the passage on the imagination as areconciliation of
opposites (quoted on p. 51 above) Coleridge ‘cdls only on distilled
sphrasing and sengtive balance, and throws overboard his whole
armoury of esemplasy, multeity, and coadunation’. This is s0; and yet
it is a serious misrepresentation. Coleridge did not need his whole
armoury to describe the imagination: but he did need a suitable label
to indicate a specid kind of experience which was not very much
like what his contemporaries cdled Imagination, and only one
feature of which was the image-making faculty he had distinguished
from Fancy. The Germanword EinbiUungskraft indicates very clearly
the kind of activity it stands for. The word Imagination bears in its
body no such meaning; and by the end of the eighteenth century it
was difficult to hold the word to any precise meaning at dl. Kant
had used an admirable term, but had applied it only to man's
response to ‘Nature': artistic experience was beyond the range of his
knowledge and so beyond the range of his inquiry. What Coleridge
required was not a word to trandate Kant's Eiribildungskraft, but a
word to stand for the 'synthetic and magical power' in whose miracles
of integration he himself was inexhaustibly interested—the power
that could fuse discordant elements and achieve organic unity in the
paradoxica poise between spontaneity and conscious sdlection. If
the problem could have been solved smply by substituting ‘esem-
plasy'or ‘coadunation’ for Imagination, Coleridge was the lagt person

11t occurs to me that, with dight modification, Professor Willey's sentence admir-
ably describes the critic's respongbility—to 'dip lizard-like into a thicket of learned
excerpts, and vanish from sight, leaving in our hands the poem only'.
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in the world to hestate to do s0. To avoid being forced into the
mechanical associdionist explanations popular in his own day, he
had thought in terms of faculties and powers. But he needed to go
a short step farther. He could only have solved his terminologica
problem by regjecting his trandation of the Kantian word, and by
rethinking his psychology in terms of process.

Since it is no longer very difficult to think in terms of process, we
may venture to give a name to each of Coleridge's two senses of the
word Imagination, and then discuss them separately. | shal confine
the term imagination to the primary process of image-making. For the
more comprehensive process which enfolds the first and terminates
inapoem, | suggest that theterm symbolicextrication might be used; for
we require some such sdlf-evident term to indicate a process in which
the poet, through an unwilled and self-generating feat of integration,
extricates himself from immersion in reality by incarnating in a
symbolic entity the feeling of that reality.
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Imagination: Imagt-mdking

Visionary Power
Attends upon the motions of the winds
Embodied in the mystery of words.
There darkness makes abode, and all the host
Of shadowy things do work their changes there.
Asin a mansion like their proper home;
Evenformsandsubstancesarecircumcised
By that transparent veil with light divine;
And through the turnings intricate of Verse,
Present themselves as objects recognisd,
In flashes, and with a glory scarce their own.

WILLIAM WORDSWORTH

OHN LIVINGSTON LOWES in The Road to Xanadu triumph-

antly fulfilled his clam to have disclosed for the psychology of

poetry 'agroup of facts which have never before been reckoned
with . He shows (in part at least) how fragmentary images and even
single words, accumulated without conscious design from widely
scattered sources and from persona experience, were fused into The
Ancient Mariner and Kubla Khan. Recognizing that some plastic and
energetic function of memory was an indispensable condition of
poetry, Lowes found his centre of emphasis in memory and associa-
tion. Hisfigurative name for memory is the Wdl. Into this 'Deep
Wdl" dl items of experience sink—everything seen, heard, felt,
touched, known; and there, by some achemica process of associa
tion, sdection, accretion, the individua particles of experience are
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submerged, related, separated, changed, enriched. But the Wl is
not responsible for the whole of poetic activity

"There enter into imaginative creation three factors which recipro-
cdly interplay: the Wdl, and the Vision, and the Will. Without
the Vigon, the chaos of eements remains a chaos, and the Form
deeps forever in the vast chambers of unborn desgns. Yet in that
chaos only could cregtive Vision ever see this Form. Nor without
the cooperant Will, obedient to the Vison, may the pattern per-
ceved in the huddle attain objective redity. Yet manifold though
the ways of the creative faculty may be, the upshot is one: from the
empire of chaos a new tract of cosmos has been retrieved; a nebula
has been compacted—it may bel—into a star' (The Road to Xanadu,

432).
g Low)es frankly admits that, as far as a psychologica theory of
poetry is concerned, he can offer only aworking hypothesis, ‘the pro-
visona conclusions of the layman'; his primary concern was for
the facts. Severa unjust strictures have been brought against Lowes
on the fallacious assumption that because he uses little of the jargon
of the new psychology he is not writing psychology at al.* But
Miss Maud Bodkin (Archetypal Patternsin Poetry (1934), p. 40) has
noticed that ‘in his genera theory Lowes seems to take no account
of emotional forces as determining either the selection or the fashion-
ing of the materia of the poem'; and this charge cannot easily be
dismissed. Is Lowes correct in regarding memory as chaotic? Are
the 'elements images or something else? And what is the virtue of
retrieving a new tract of cosmos from arandom and chaotic memory?
For surely it is not the glory of the poet (as Lowes suggests here) that
his Vision is directed upon and gives an ordered 'objective redity’ to
the huddle and chaos of memory. Lowes shows a profound respect
for his materials; but respect may impede inquiry by introducing
gratuitousmysteries.

The Road to Xanadu has given a powerful impetus to those who
would collect facts of memory and association. To the introspective

! Lowes himself dedls with this charge implicitly in his crushing attack upon
Robert Gravess psycho-andytica interpretation of Kubla Khan (The Road to Xanadu,
pp. 593-6). Writinginthe ‘twenties, Lowes added statureto hiswork by not becom-
ing uncritically intoxicated by the Freudian interpretations of literature then fashion-
able. And there is some hard sense in Basl Willey's passng comment in ‘Coleridge
on Imagination and Fancy": "To-day we talk familiarly about the subconscious, and

think we are spesking more scientifically than our predecessors who discoursed about
"the soul"/
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evidence of artists and thinkers there has now been added great
gore of psychologists clinica reports and speculaions. How are
these to be brought into relation to provide a reliable account of this
most fully documented aspect of poetic process? | have suggested
that the term ‘feding' may offer a satisfactory centre of reference;
Miss Bodkin would seem to prefer the more usual and troublesome
term 'emotion’. Let us examine Wordsworth's celebrated introspec-
tive report of poetic activity, offered in his Preface to Lyrical Ballads.

Early in the Preface Wordsworth asserts without qualification that
dl good poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful fedlings.
The phrase evidently needs to be expanded and explained, and pre-
sently, abandoning the oracular and dogmatic tone, Wordsworth
returns to the attack. 'Poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful
feelings: it takes its origin from emotion recollected in tranquillity;
the emotion is contemplated till, by a species of re-action the tran-
quillity disappears, and an emotion, kindred to that which was
before the subject of contemplation, is gradually produced and does
itself actually exist in the mind. In this mood successful composition
generdly begins, and in a mood similar to this it is carried on." This
passage cdls forth three observations. First of dl, the terms ‘fegling’
and 'emotion’ are confused and treated as though they were inter-
changeable; this confusion appears not only in Wordsworth but (as
far as | know) in every writer on poetic experience and the nature
of poetry. Second, the central term in this account is feeling (or
emotion) and not the poetic image. And finally, one is constrained
to ask how an emotion can be 'the subject of contemplation'. Ifthese
three issues are dedt with in turn, the ground can be cleared for a
discussion of imagination as a process of image-making.

Feding and emotion, though in some respects closdly related, are
not to be regarded as synonymous; indeed one of the most important
tasks for a philosophical critic at the present time is to distinguish
clearly between them. Since | have chosen the term 'feeling' to repre-
sent the irreducible energetic principle for al psychic organization,
abrief sketch for such adistinction may be offered. Inthelight ofthis
distinction | should further urge that the word "aesthetics be taken to
mean (in accordance with its Greek derivation) the inquiry into
dates and processes of fegling.

The difference between feding and emotion seems to me to turn
upon the difference between person and personality. Emotion neces-,
saily involves personality, fegling does not. By personality | mean
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the jealous sense of the sdf as primary. Persondlity is that model or
projected sdf constructed out of the secret recognition of our capaci-
ties and incapacities, of our strength and weakness; that dignified,
impressive, flippant, aggressve armour—compounded of'character,

assumed gaiety, and an amiable self- mdulgence—behmd which the
naked vulnerable sdif marches into the world.! Emotion is a complex
of feeling which nourishes and protects this personality, this persona,
this mask. Emotion is centripeta; it turns the attention inward
exclusively upon the sdif; it tends to isolate the person from the out-
sde world and inhibits his response to it; it is a limitation in aware-
ness. Emotion is rightly distrusted and decried; characterized by
strength, aggressive defensiveness, and vagueness, it is a form of
psychic irresponsbility, implying a self-indulgent infidelity of re-
-gponse which may lead to every form of egotism, rigidity, stultifica-
tion, and harmful fantasy.

Fedling is persona only in the sense that it is generated in a person.
As an energetic principle in psychic organization it cannot be
separated from concern and value; in this important respect it differs
from those forms of energy postulated for physical organizations and
mechanisms. Feding is energy in the Greeksense—évépysia, the
inner working, the actuality, the existence in action. 'Feding' is then
not so much a component of 'intension’ (see p. xxvii n above) as a
specific aspect of intension. Feeling is the orientation of the person
in a dynamic and directiona sense. Feding may manifest itsdf in
part as physical energy—as electrical charges, currents, potentials, or
chemical changes. Physica energy is so conceived in science that it
shal be quantitatively measured, that it be dispersed throughout the
universe, and that its character shal remain unchanged whether or
not it is engaged in an actual physica event: feeling, however, can
only be regarded in a quditative sense, for it is generated in persons
as an indispensable feature of actua psychic events and exhibits a
great variety of force, pattern, and physica manifestation. 'Nature
or redlity as known to poets and tramps, Yeats has sad, 'has no
moment, no impression, no perception like another; everything is
unique and nothing unique is measurable.’

When considered as a basic principle in artistic experience, feeling

! The power to charm or compe devotion and obedience in others, when exerted
without conscious design, is a genuine manifestation of the true or essentia sdif; in my
use of terms this would be caled style and not persondity. But style is as impossible to
describe or enjoin in behaviour as it is in art.
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adways has a double character; and that double character does
not correspond to the positive and negative polarity postulated for
physical energy. Fedling as exhibited in art is aways both afedling of
something, and a fedlingfor something; an entering into something,
and a concern for something. Feding and concern are inseparable;
and feeling in this sense is one aspect of value arising in events of
redlity. Fedling, properly spesking, is not a'fegling about things, nor
isit an 'emotiona response’ to things; feeling didodges the sdf from
his detached persona vantage-point, and engages him in a wide-
spread sympathetic response which somehow constructs the thing
perceived. In another of its aspects, emerging in vital action, feeling
Isthe passion so frequently regarded as an essentia quality in works of
art; and passon in its ironic duplicity—as suffering and as an over-
mastering delight—prefigures ecstasy, the final moment of peace, the
fulfilment and resolution of powerful feding. It isin this sense that
Y ests can assart that 'Passions, because most living, are mogt holy . . .
and man shall enter eternity borne upon their wings." Wordsworth
had assarted that "'The Reader cannot be too often reminded that
Poetry is passion: it is the history or science of feeling.' For passionis
feeling when it is most clearly personalized.

Feding is centrifugal, vectoria, outward-moving, pointing in-
Vigtently outside the sdlf in which it is generated; like charity it ‘doth
not seek its own' but energetically releases the sdf into fullness of
response and into freedom of action. The fulcrum for feeling is the
sdf, the central point of departure and return. Evanescent yet in-
destructible, energetic but not assertive, this self-being is reveded in
nothing so clearly as in the pure activity of fedling. Paul Vaery has
well described this secret, most persona centre.

'‘And as the ear catches and loses and catches again, and loses
again through dl the varying movement of a symphony some grave
and persstent motif which ceases to be heard from moment to
moment, but which never ceases to be there—so the pure ego, the
unique and continuous element in each being in the world, re-
discovering itself and then losing itself again, inhabits our intelligence
eterndly; this deep note of existence itself dominates the whole com-
plication of circumstance and change in existence from the moment
that it is heard.

A dtate of pure feeling can seldom be achieved, and when achieved
cannot for long be sustained; but it is the god towards which al who
are genuinely artigic or reigious srive—a stae of powerful and
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wholly disinterested being which will redlize itsdfin whatever action
(or restraint from action) an individual event demands. That is why
artigts as artists have no persondity; that iswhyKeats's Shakespearean
doctrine of Negative Capability holds for the psychology of art the
same central position that Shakespeare holds for the history of poetry.
And that is why artists strive constantly to transcend emotion and
personality, and to purlfy their experience into states of liberated and
passionate awareness

* * *

Two important assumptions may be recaled. Firdt, that redlity is
a matter 01 relations. In the second place, a work of art is not a
‘thing' to be examined by the methods normally exerted upon
physica entities; a work of art is the physicad embodiment of an
event of reality with particular emphasis upon the event as valuable.
Our starting-point must therefore be the event—if we can discover it
—and not the physical work of art; we wish to know the event of
reality embodied in the poem and not the poet's history of person-
aity. What we want to know is somehow ‘insde’ the poem; we
have to discover how to get at it. Many recent accounts of poetry have

! T, S. Eliot makes this point with characteristic pungency in Tradition and the
Individual Taent': "The poet has, not a"personality” to express, but aparticular medium,
which is only a medium and not a personality, in which impressions and experiences
combine in peculiar and unexpected ways. .. . Poetry is not a turning loose of
emotion, but an escape from emotion; it is not the expresson of personality, but an
escgpe from personality. But, of course, only those who have personality and emotions
know what it means to want to escape from these things!

Mr Eliot, however, does not distinguish between emation and feeling, and more
often than not uses the word 'emotion’ uncritically where | suggest that fedings arein
question. Herbert Read, in Form in Modem Poetry and in Annals of Innocence and Experi-
ence, takes issue with Mr Eliot in drawing a contrast between ‘character' and 'person-
ality'; these terms correspond with what | have called 'persondity’ and 'style.

Paul Vaery writes in his Leonardo Da Vinci: 'Each person being a sport of nature,
ajeu de I'amour et du basard, the most beautiful purpose and even the mos learned
thought of this re-created creature inevitably recall his origin. His activities are dways
reletive, his masterpieces are fortuitous. He thinks mortaly, individualy, by fits and
darts, and he finds the best of his ideas in casual and secret circumstances which he
refrains from making public. Besides, he is not sure of being postively some one, he
disguises and denies, more easily than he affirms, himsaf. Drawing from his own
inconsstency some strength and much vanity, he puts his most cherished momentsinto
fictions. He lives by romance, sees himsdf in a thousand roles His hero is never
himsalf.
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found their central term in the poetic image; but in doing so they
Seek the security of ready-made instances in poems while they neglect,
assume, or gloss over, the connections between poetic images and
perceptual experience. Wordsworth does not offer an aternative to
atheory based upon the poetic image: he starts from and sustains his
inquiry a a more radical level. And at that level it is possible (even
though Wordsworth did not do s0) to show the connection between
perception and expression, between feeling and image.

Wordsworth maintained that the poet is a person 'possessed of
more than usual organic sensibility’; he adso ascribes to him a'more
than usual capecity for degp thinking'. Wordsworth's theory of
perception (if he had one at dl) was naive; but his condensed State-
ment points unambiguously to the specid gift with which the poet,
a the elementary level of sense-perception, must be endowed. The
poet has an exceptionally acute awareness, an especidly refined
delicacy of response; not only can he 'see things with more than
usual clarity, but heis unusually successful in organizing, in dl their
primal richness, the feelings that such power of vison involves. It is
in perceptual experience, experience most notable for its directness
and immediacy and for its demands upon fidelity of response, that
feeling is most powerfully generated. The senses, one might say, offer
means of contact with the outside world; and through them the
energy implied in area universe flows. But if that external energy is
to be regenerated into powerful feeling, the window of access must
be wide open; thereis required active awareness, responsive co-opera
tion as well as passve sengtiveness. This regeneration of feeling is
not smply a mechanical response to externa stimuli; yet one
cannot fail to notice that practicaly al theories of perception—even
those which take into careful account the physiologica concomitants
of perception—regard perception as a detached and passive response.
For an artist, perception is nothing of the sort; it is energetic, exuber-
ant, at times overwhelming, aways passionate, acute, incisive; it is
the spring and source of his poetic energy.

The artist's perception then has to be regarded in two aspects; in
terms of feding as well asin the usual sense of clarity or distinctness.*
But clarity and feeling are intimately connected in any perceptual
event, even when the feeling is too dight for conscious recognition.
The fedling (which is dso concern) arises in events of redlity at their

L' A sketch for a theory of perception based upon this twofold discrimination is
offered in the note appended to this chapter (pp. 95-103 below).
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very inception. The feeling which is associated with vivid perception
does not follow upon or result from a clearly differentiated grasp of
particular 'things. Actualy, feeling is in one sense an impulse to-
wards further clarification. No distinguishable thing can ever be
completely separated from its context without losing its identity; it
is the matrix of relationships which intrinsicates the event itself, gives
it depth, and leads far beyond the particular happening. The clarify-
ing impulse is satisfied in two senses. as a progressive refinement and
clarification of the feeling itself, and by a progressively acute sharpen-
ing of the sensory data. And this second mode of clarity is intimately
related with thefirst; for the more clearly the artist sees or hears, the
rtiore distinctly and powerfully he fedls.

When Wordsworth speaks of contemplating a past emotion he is
not using his words in a precise philosophical manner. What he
means to convey is the notion of recalling, reconstituting, sustaining,
the feeling of a past event. Observe that he says nothing about
recalling the scene or the sounds or the setting of the event, but the
feeling. He knew—if Coleridge had not told him—that if the feeling
is accurately recalled the sensory elements will follow. Coleridge had
observed in dreams and in certain pathological states that 'imagina
tion, ... the true inward creatrix, instantly out of the chaos of
elements or shattered fragments of memory, puts together some form
to fit' a feeling. In a waking state, however, or in a mood of concen-
trated awareness, the content of memory may be expected to assume
forms more appropriate to the feeling than those arresting dream-
images whose humbl e functionisto keep us adeep; and Wordsworth
himself noticed that 'each man is a memory to himself. Yet the
feeling it is that the poet will convey in his poem, and al theimagery
of poetry subserves that purpose. In the act of recdl and in the
subsequent agitation of memory, perceptual detailsin afully clarified
visua or auditory form are lessimportant to the poet than the feelings
they are associated with. For a poet's states of feeling are intricate
as well as powerful; and although feelings are primarily perceptual
in the sense that they are firmly linked with perceptual experience,
there are many 'pieces of feeling' which cannot be classified under
any one of the five senses.

For the poet has an exceptiona gift of sympathy, aflair for 'getting
the fed' of things and persons, for 'experiencing' things—even in-
animate things—by repeated acts of self-projection and identification.
Vico noticed this long ago in the Scienza Nuova: 'The most sublime
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labour of poetry isto give sense and passion to insensate things; and it
Is characteristic of children to take inanimate things in their hands
and talk to them in play as if they were living persons. This. . ,
proves to us that in the world's childhood men were by nature
sublime poets.’ Poetic sympathy is a more subtle and intricate busi-
ness than Ruskin seems to have thought when he coined his baleful
phrase—the Pathetic Falacy. That some minor poets—and even
major poets in their off-moments—are guilty of reprehensible sdlf-
projection there can be no denying. But 'things-in-themselves simply
are not accessible to knowledge in away that alows us to determine
the kind or degree of self-projection in any particular instance. Poets
are incorrigible—they will never become good little positivists. And
snce it is the poet's world we are trying to discover, it is well to use
the poet's eyes.

'l have a dl times endeavoured to look steadily at my subject—
that is Wordsworth's claim to the poet's birthright. But what was
the subject for him? Wordsworth's greatest poetry is not the descrip-
tive verse of an enthusiastic nature-lover or naturalist: it is his render-
ing of those

sounds that are
Theghostly language, of the ancient earth.

‘The power of a peculiar ey€, he observes, 'could find no surface
where its power might deep’; 'the language of the sense’ was

The anchor of my purest thoughts, the nurse,
The guide, the guardian of my heart, and soul
Of all my moral being—

and he recognized that it was adso the well-spring of dl poetry.*
The poet is not smply an acute observer; he is endowed with a
capacity for sympathy, for withness, which gives him specid insight

! Wordsworth opens the 1815 Preface with a statement of The powers requisite for
the production of poetry', the first being: 'Observation and Description,—i.e. the
ability to observe with accuracy things as they are in themsdves, and with fidelity to
describe them, unmodified by any passon or fegling exigting in the mind of the
describer; whether the things depicted be actually present to the senses, or have a place
only in the memory." But a little later on he modifies this apparently blunt statement:
"These processes ofimagination are carried on either by conferring additional properties
upon an object, or abgtracting from it some of those which it actudly possessss, and
thus enabling it to re-act upon the mind which hath performed the process, like a new
exigence'
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into what Gerard Manley Hopkins cdled 'the inscapes of things—
the essence, life, or form of things, the inner nature which when
vividly apprehended becomes ‘the very soul of art'. The iridescent
ambiguity of the word 'inscape’ is in some sort an image of the poet's
sympathy—of the 'perpetua reaching out of this sympathy towards
objects otherwise unattainabl€', a reaching out for the abundance of
life in things, an outward movement which is the true antithesis of
escape for it is a plunging into redity, losing and discovering the red
sfin a red world.*

The capacity for sympathetic identification permeates al poetry
and accounts for the force of its non-scientific rendering of natural
phenomena. This intense feeling has sometimes been vividly re-
corded. Keats for example writes to Benjamin Bailey: 'Y ou perhaps
a one time thought there was such a thing as Worldly Happiness
to be arrived at, at certain periods oftime marked out— ... | scarcely
remember counting upon any Happiness—I look not for it if it be
not in the present hour—nothing startles me beyond the Moment.
The setting Sun will aways set me to rights—or if a Sparrow come
before my Window | take part in its existence and pick about the
Gravel." And Coleridge gives a Smilar report: 'From my very child-
hood, | have been accustomed to abstract, and as it were, unrealize
whatever of more than common interest my eyes dwelt on, and then
by a sort of transfusion and transmission of my consciousness to
identify mysdlf with the object.” The sharp agony of this feeling for
the life of things is perhaps most vividly conveyed by an entry in one
of Hopkinss journals. 'The ashtree growing in the corner of the
garden was felled. It was loppedfirst: | heard the sound and looking
out and seeing it maimed there came at that moment a great pang
and | wished to die and not to see the inscapes of the world destroyed
any more." The more clearly and intensely an artist perceives, the less
is he like a camera. For his intense perception engages the whole

"W. A. M. Peters (Gerard Manley Hopkins (1948), p. 1) defines the word inscape
as 'the unified complex of those sensble objects of perception that strike us as in-
separably belonging to and most typica of it, so that through the knowledge of this
unified complex of sense-data we may gain an insight into the individual essence of the
object'. The word inscape carries just that sense of vitdlity, of dynamic interpenetration,
which the English word pattern kcks and which the German word gestalt to some
extent sustains. Hopkinss conceptions of inscape and instress deserve attentive examina-
tion, and could (with sensitive and accurate application) enrich both philosophy and
criticiam. But since they express notions widdly separated from common-sense views
they are in danger of rapid erosion unless used with fagtidious clarity.
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person in a flow of outward-turning response to his world, the world
being grasped as a ddlicaidly poised and intricate texture of feeling.
And a human being in a sate of wholeness is a great ded more
complex and energetic than any photographic emulsion.

All of us in various ways are capable of sympathy, of suffering
with somebody dse, and even occasondly of entering into the exig-
ence of something ese. But few of us can achieve the complete
identification | have been describing, probably because it is alarming
suddenly so to lose on€'s identity. Yet artists consistently court such
experiences, and they are ableto do so because they do not completely
lose ether identity or self-consciousness. Hopkins in one of his
meditations gives a memorable account of this persstent 'otherness,
this sense of self-distinctness.

'l find mysdlf both as man and as mysdf something most deter-
mined and distinctive, at pitch, more ingtinctive and higher pitched
than anything dse | see | find mysdf with my pleasures and pains,
my powers and my experiences, my deserts and guilt, my shame and
sense of beauty, my dangers, hopes, fears, and dl my fate, more
important to mysdlf than anything | see. And when | ask where
does dl this throng and stack of being, so rich, so digtinctive, so
important, come from—nothing | see can answer me. And this
whether | speak of human nature or of my own individuaity, my
sdf-being. . . . And this is much more true when we consider the
mind; when | consider my self-being, my consciousness and feeling
of mysalf, that taste of myself, of | and me above and in al things,
which is more distinctive than the taste of de or alum, more distinc-
tive than the smell of walnutleaf or camphor, and is incommunicable
by any means to another man. . . . Nothing ese in nature comes
near this unspeskable dress of pitch, digtinctiveness, and sdlving,
this self-being of my own. Nothing explains it or resembles it, except
o far as this, that other men to themselves have the same fedling.

! Coleridge in a notebook entry records some misgivings about this sense of distinct-
ness 'Has every finite being (or only some) the temptation to become intensdly and
wholly conscious of its distinctness and, as a result, to be betrayed into the wretchedness
of division? Grosser natures, wholly swalowed up in sdfishness which does not rise to
f-love, never even acquire that sense of didtinctness, while, to others, love is the first
gep to re-union. It is a by-word that religious enthusiasm borders on and tends to
sensuality—possibly because dl our powers work together, and as a consequence of
griding too vastly up the ladder of existence, a great round of the ladder is omitted,
namely, love to some ... of our own kind... ." (Anima Poetae, p. 184).

Cf. dso Gabried Marcd's note in Being and Having (1949): ‘| am more and more
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In the act of poetic perception, overwhelming though it may be, the
'self-being’ is not destroyed; indeed it isintensified. For this reason we
should rescue from misuse an excdllent term introduced by Lipps—
the word '‘empathy’, Einfiiblung. For the word (if | understand Lipps
correctly) was intended to indicate precisdy this simultaneous self-
identification and self-scrutiny that | have been trying to describe.
In empathy the person is able to discern, sometimes attentively and
with a sort of fascinated detachment, his own sympathetic response,
without at the same time interrupting the full development of that
response. The artist is best capable of sustained empathy because his
tendency to refer al experience to his medium (of language, music,
and the like) makes him able to distance his experience while it is
happening. This | suppose iswhat Coleridge had in mind when he
noted that 'The eye hath a two-fold power. It is verily, a window
through which you not only look out of the house, but can look into
it too/

When in one person a peculiar virginity of consciousness and the
gift of empathy come together you have a great artist or a greet critic.
The artist's memory is richly charged not only by his direct sensory
contact with the world—'that infinite cluster of images—but aso by
his grasp of those hard and wiry shapes, those stern intractable knots
of thought and feeling which other artists have didtilled into their
work. Books, music, paintings—the sort of equipment that Shelley
catalogued in Epipsycbidion for his sojourn on an idand of love and
contemplation—these give the artist vivid access to a multitude of
real worlds of the spirit. The artist's feeling for these is not less
powerful nor less immediate than his feeling for whatever his actual
world may bring to him: indeed in many casesit is more acute; for he
brings the same discriminating and delicate awareness to what is
already sdected, significantly arranged, and passionately transmuted
‘into an appropriate medium of feeling. The good reader s experience,
or the listener's or beholder's, is essentialy perceptual and terminates
in intricate states of feding: the only difference from ordinary per-
ceptua experience is that the physica objects are removed, the work

struck by the difference between the two modes of detachment: the one is that of the
spectator, the other of the saint. The detachment of the saint prings, as one might say,
from the very core of redlity; it completely excludes curiosity about the universe. This
detachment is the highest form of participation. The detachment of the spectator is
just the opposite, it is desertion, not onle]/ in thought but in act. Herein, | think, lies
the kind of fatality which seems to weigh on dl ancient philosophy—it is essentialy
the philosophy of the spectator.’
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of art becomes a direct channel for feeling. To be able to observe
and render into language this regeneration of ordered fedling is to be
atrue critic; and that explains why great artists are usually the best
critics.

Wordsworth, when he spoke of contemplating a recollected
emotion, may have been dliptical but he was not wrong. It is the
energetic charge of feeling upon the contents of memory, the feelings
stamped upon 'images in direct perceptua experience, which dis-
tinguish the poet's images from the images of the ‘ordinary man'.
Whnether one should think of sensory images charged with fedling,
or of fedings with certain sensory characterigtics, is by no means
clear. Yests, at dl events, has sad that ‘it is not possible to separate
an emotion or a spiritual state from the image that calls it up and
givesit expression’. Once sensory feelings have been transmuted into
words to become poetic images they may seem to have a predomin-
antly sensory character; but many important poetic images have little
or no distinct sensory character. The charge of feeling cannot be
separated from perceptual vividness; nor can it be detached from the
conviction in vivid perception that what is seen is known beyond
argument. Ezra Pound defines a poetic image as ‘that which presents
an intellectual and emotional complex in an instant of time'. 1 am
inclined to believe that feeling is not something added on to sensory
images, but that the feeling is the image; that it is the feeling that
abides in memory, secretly combining with and modifying other
fedings. When these feelings emerge into the light and seek a body
they take on the aspect of images in poetry or painting or sculpture—
but not so obviously in music; and in a comprehensive theory of
art that would be a serious consideration.

¥ * *

This worthless present was designed you, long before it was a play, when it was only a confuse'd
mass of Thoughts, tumbling over one another in the dark; when the Fancy was yet in its first
work, moving the sleeping images of things towards the light, there to be distinguished, and then
either chosen or rejected by the' Judgement—JOHN DRY DEN.

Memory isthe centra factor in the process of image-making: without
memory there can be no poetic creation.

! Makeit New (1934), P. 336 He continues:'It is the presentation of such a" complex”
instantaneoudy which gives that sense of sudden liberation; that sense of freedom from
time limits and space limits; that sense of sudden growth, which we experience in the
presence of the greatest works of art.’
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Not what it leaves behind it in the light
But what it carries with it to the dark
Exalts the soul.

And unless a man be endowed with 'more than usual organic
senshility' to supply memory with a constant shower of intense
experience, his memory cannot be gtirred to the richness of its secret
fashioning; a paradeigmatic event cannot occur. Ruskin, speaking
in Modern Painters of Turner's imaginative processes, gives a striking
picture of the artist's memory.

Imagine dl that any of these men [Dante, Scott, Turner, Tinto-
retto] had seen or heard in the whole course of their lives, laid up
accurately in their memories as in vast storehouses, extending, with
the poets, even to the dightest intonations of syllables heard in the
beginning of their lives, and, with the painters, down to minute
folds of drapery, and shapes of leaves and stones; and over dl this
unindexed and immeasurable mass of treasure, the imagination
brooding and wandering, but dream-gifted, so as to summon at
any moment exactly such groups of ideas as shall justly fit each other:
this | conceive to be the real nature of the imaginative mind.'

Here, as in Lowes general theory of imagination, Ruskin regards
the imagination as a sdective faculty—'brooding and wandering, but
dream-gifted' to be sure—working upon the materias stored up in
memory; like Lowes huddle and chaos of memory, Ruskin's
memory is an 'unindexed and immeasurable mass of treasure'.!

' Roger Fry, in his Reflections on British Painting (1934), probably with this same
Ruskin passage in mind, draws from Turner's work a different judgment. 'He
[Turner] drew and studied incessantly, and he had filled his mind with a vast repertory
of precise images. He knew more than anyone. He knew how a wave curled. How the
spring of a branch of an em differed from that of an ash, how a tree roats itsdlfin the
ground, what dl kinds of cloud and rock form are like. But he had looked at dl this,
had collected it dl, in a practicd spirit. These images were his stock-in-trade and his
tools. He knew that any fact about the look of things might come in useful in his
business at any time. They were essentid to the business of making pictures, and that
was his passion, to make pictures, and to make them superlatively well, and, incident-
dly, to beat others at thejob ... In Turner the contemplative impulse was, | think,
amost in abeyance. He never saw things with a redlly disinterested passion.’

Shakespeare, through Holofernes lips, gives a more playful account of this same
agpect of imagination. 'This is a gift that | have, Smple, smple; a foalish extravagant
oirit, full of forms, figures, shapes, objects, ideas, gpprehensions, motions, revolutions:
these are begot in the ventricle of memory, nourished in the womb of pia mater; and
ddivered upon the mellowing of occasion: But the gift is good in those in whom it is
acute....'
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About the memory and its workings we know embarrassingly little;
it is probably better to retain the term, ascribing to it certain spatia
and temporal characterigtics in a frankly figurative manner, than to
dismiss it as an anthropomorphic fiction. But | cannot see any reason
for separating imagination from memory, any more than | can see
any reason for separating value and fedling from the elementary stages
of perception. For the poet and the ‘ordinary man’, the Well of
memory and its processes ate potentially the same: actudly, however,
the processes are very different in force and extent because of the
greater quantity, vividness, and distinctness ofthe experience, images,
and feelings the poet discharges into his Well.

Ruskin's description however—like Lowes or Wordsworth's—
goes farther than is needed to understand the place of memory in
imagination. Between an event of redity and the embodiment of that
event in a poem there lies an act of distancing, a period of gestation
sometimes short, sometimes long. The 'emotion’, Wordsworth sad,
must be recollected in tranquillity. Rilke, in his Letters to a Young
Poet, asserts thistheme more powerfully. 'Everything is gestation and
then bringing forth. To let each impression and each germ of feeling
come to completion quite in itsef, in the dark, in the inexpressible,
the unconscious, beyond the reach of one's own understanding, and
await with deep humility and patience the birth-hour of a new
clarity: that alone is living the artist's life—in understanding as in
work/ " Imagination as a process of image-making may profitably

!1n Die Aufzeicbnungen fasMalte Laurids Brigge Rilke restates this view. ‘And ill
itis not yet enough to have memories. One must be able to forget them when they arc
many and one must have the immense patience to wait until they come again. For
it is the memories themsdlves that matter. Only when they have turned to blood within
us, to glance and gesture, nameless and no longer to be distinguished from ourselves
—only then can it happen that in a most rare hour the first word of a poem aises in
their midst and goes forth from them." And Gide notes in one of hisJournals. 'Wait
for the work to become silent in you before writing it

Camilla Pissarro makes two interesting observations to his son Lucien, in 1883 and
1892. 'Deges says that there is one way of escaping Legros influence, the method is
smply this: itisto reproduce, in your own place, from memory, the drawing you make
inclass.... You will have your difficulties, but a moment will come when you will
be astonished by the ease with which you retain forms, and curiously enough, the
observations you make from memory will have more power and be much more
origina than those you owe to direct contact with nature. The drawing will have art—
it will be your own—this is a good way of excaping davish imitation.” And again:
'I am more than ever for the impression through memory, it renders less of the object
Ez/lulgarity disappears, leaving only the undulations of the truth that was glimpsed,
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be described in two modes: firdt, in its direct relation with perceptual
experience, as an unconscious and unwilled process of fusion work-
ing upon the deeping images in the degp Well of memory; and then
as seecting and fashioning the images of memory into the luminous
arresting patterns caled poems.

Memory retains and associates images in the mode of feeling; and
it exhibits the sdlient characteristics of imagination because it is self-
integrating. Memory, to use Coleridge's phrase, is ‘tenacious and
systematizing’; but its system, like the system of any self-integrating
process, is unpredictable though aways 'unific’. Lowes figureis an
excdlent one: memory is a Well of dissolving, crystallizing, fructify-
ing water. Memory, like Orsino's love, is

all as hungry as the sea,
And can digest as much.

And we recognize, from ordinary experience as well as from poetry,
that memory not only stores images but also—in a process usualy
called association—constel lates them, fuses them, works sea-changes
upon them to form novel and even unique patterns.*

There is reason to suppose that everything that impinges upon
awareness is somehow retained in memory. But memory obtrudes,
or offers for conscious recdl, only 'significant’ images; or perhaps
we regard as significant those images which memory retains and
obtrudes: in either case memory seems only to reintroduce into con-
sciousness those things which we somehow endowed with signific-
ance in the act of perceiving them. 'In life,' Delacroix observes, ‘we
preserve the memory of those feelings only that move us; al the rest
becomes less than what has actually occurred, because nothing any
longer lends it colour in our imagination." Mr Eliot treats the ques-
tion more cautioudly, but there is no doubt in his mind about the fact
of the matter.

‘Why, for dl of us, out of al that we have heard, seen, felt, in a

! Nobody, and lesst of dl a poet, can deny thefact of association. But the word
association has become so entangled with the various corpuscular and mechanistic
theories of associationism (especidly in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries) that it
has fallen under suspicion. T. S. Eliot, for example, writes in The Use of Poetry
(p- 247): ' will not say ... "asocidions', for | do not want to revert to Hartley/
What he failed to notice was that Coleridge (whom he is discussing in this passage)
was not reverting to Hartley either, having renounced him and al his ways by 1800.
Yet Eliot himsdlf in the next page gives a memorable account of association which
| quote on this and the following page.
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lifetime, do certain images recur, charged with emotion, rather than
others? The song of one hird, the legp of one fish, a a particular
place and time, the scent of one flower, an old woman on a German
mountain path, sx ruffians seen through an open window playing
cards at night at a smal French raillway junction where there was a
water-mill: such memories may have symbolic value, but of what
we cannot tdll, for they come to represent the depths of feeling into
which we cannot peer. We might just as well ask why, when we
try to recdl visualy some period in the past, we find in our memory
just the few meagre arbitrarily chosen sat of snapshots that we do
find there, the faded poor souvenirs of passionate moments." '

Memory may in fact retain al our impressions whatsoever; but
the memories which are stamped with an unknown significance, the
memories that 'represent the depths of feeling into which we cannot
peer', these ones are most tenacioudy preserved and obtrude them-
sdves without—and often indeed in spite of—the will or desire to
recdl them. The images that memory does not obtrude are those
which received no charge of feeling in the act of grasping them; they
remain inert, if retained, and are inaccessible to that process of recall
at which Wordsworth hinted and which Coleridge—acutely aware
of the curious 'hooks and eyes of memory'—describes. 'What is
forgetfulness? Renew the state of affection or bodily feeling—same
or smilar, sometimes dimly similar, and, instantly the trains of for-
gotten thoughts rise from their living catacombs.’

Returning to Coleridge—for there is some advantage in keeping
to the theory of imagination from which we started—we find that he
too noticed how deep fedlings are associated with vivid images but
with indistinct ideas, and that they are difficult to recall at will. He
observesin The Friend that 'deep feeling has a Tendency to combine
with obscure ideas in preference to distinct and clear notions; and
again, that 'by a wise ordinance of nature our feelings have no
abiding-place in our memory, nay the more vivid they are in the

! The Use of Poetry, p. 148. An interesting paralldl is offered by a passage in Thomas
Mann's Lotte in Weimar (trans. H. T. Lowe-Porter): "The strange thing was that these
pictures and memories had their extreme vividity and brilliance, their fullness of detail,
not, asit were, at first hand. It was as though memory had not originally been so con-
cerned to preserve them in dl their detail, but had had to yield them up afterwards, bit
by bit, word by word, out of its very depths. They had been searched out, refashioned,
reproduced with al their attendant circumstances—given, so to say, a fresh coat of
paint and hung in a strong light, for the sake of the significance which they had
unanticipatedly taken on.'
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moment of their existencethemoredimand difficult toberemembered
do they make the thoughts [?ideas] which accompanied them'. And
an early notebook entry links this observation with Hopkinss note
on the vividness of self-being: ‘By deep feeling we make our ideas dim,
and thisiswhat we mean by our life, oursalves. | think of the wall—
it is before me a distinct image. Here | necessarily think of the idea
and the thinking | as two distinct and opposite things. Now let me
think of mysdf, of the thinking being. The idea becomes dim,
whatever it be—so dim that | know not what it is; but the feeling is
deep and steady, and this | cal [—identifying the percipient and the
perceived/ Yet in the Streaming continuum of passive association'
the 'images of memory flow in upon the impulses of |mmed| ate per-
ception' to form 'nuclel in the reservoir of the soul'! And those
nuclel, nebulae, constellations are retained in memory as feelings,
combineasfesli ngs, emergeasfedings, fortheirelementswerecharged
with feeling in the primal instant of perception, and were at that first
dtage in the process of gestation endowed with, and known as,
fedlings.

To suggest (as newspaper articles do from time to time) that any-
body's 'subconscious may contain a great poem, panting, or sym-
phony isjournalistic nonsense—even though Edward Young in his
Conjectures on Original Composition (1759) and Croce in his Estetica
(by asplit hair of misplaced emphasis) fell into thistrap. Few people
possess the acute awareness, the refined capacity for fedling, that is
required to store memory with theimpressions and feelings that may
becomeapoem. Rilke,inMalteLauridsBrigge, hasreported uponthe
poet's need for vivid experience; the passage has often been quoted
but is gtill worth repesting.

'One ought to wait and gather sense and sweetness a whole life
long, and along lifeif possible, and then, quite at the end, one might
perhaps be able to write ten good lines. ... In order to write asingle
verse, one must see many cities, and men and things, one must get
to know animals and the flight of birds, and the gestures that the
little flowers make when they open out to the morning. One must

L Cf. Yeatss reference to Byzantine decoration as

Those images that yet
Fresh imagts beget.

Elsewhere he speaks of 'forms that represent no creature eye has ever seen, yet arc
begotten one upon the other asif they were themselves living creatures.
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be able to return in thought to roads in unknown regions, to un-
expected encounters, and to partings that had been long foreseen; to
days of childhood that are dill indistinct, and to parents whom one
had to hurt when they sought to give one somepleasurewhich onedid
not understand ...; to childhood's illnesses that so strangely begin
with such a number of profound and grave transformations, to days
spent in rooms withdrawn and quiet, and to mornings by the sea, to
the sea itsdlf, to oceans, to nights of travel that rushed aong loftily
and flew with al the stars—and 4till it is not enough to be able to
think of dl this. There must be memories of many nights of love,
each one unlike the others, of the screams of women in labour, and
of women in childbed, light and blanched and deeping, shutting
themselves in. But one must aso have been beside the dying, must
have sat beside the dead in a room with open windows and with
fitful noises. And ill it is not yet enough to have memories.’

Exposed to such a chain of experiences only a person endowed
with peculiar awareness and capacity for feeling could produce a
poem. Most people literally cannot see clearly enough to feel deeply:
the connectlon between perceiving and fedling is as direct and intim-
ate as that.' The poet, the artist, must have eyes for the vision of
redity—

.. . these eyes
By water, herb and solitary prayer
Made aquiline, are open to that light.

To write a poem is much more than a technical achievement; it is
not some sort of conditioned reflex, some mechanical response neces-
sarily set in motion by exposure to certain kinds of experience. Every
phase of the poet's consciousness is structuring and integral: his per-

! Roger Fry in Vision and Design notices the limitations of the ordinary man's percep-
tion: 'With an admirable economy we learn to see only so much as is needful for our
purpose: but thisisin fact very little, just enough to recognise and identify each object
and person; that done, they go on to an entry in our mental catalogue and are no more
redly seen. In actua life the normal person only reads the labdls, as it were, on the
objects around him, and troubles no further.' Paul Vaery makes a smilar observation
"The mgjority of people see with the intellect much more frequently than with the eyes
... They see through a dictionary rather than through the retinag, they come so ill to
an object, so vaguely to knowledge of the pleasures and pains of sight, that they have
had to invent beautiful views. Of everything dse they are unaware. But a the beautiful
view they regale themselves on a concept swarming with verbal associations. . . . And
since they reject as nothing that which has not a name, the number of their impressions
is limited in advance.’
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ception, his memory, his feding. His initial grasp of a particular
event of experience is itsdfintegral: not only is it an act of penetration
and vison, not only isit in some way an instance of primal knowing
in which the whole person is engaged and suspended, but it is dso
an act of imagination. As each image of passionate perception
enters the well of memory ‘the images of memory flow in upon the
impulses of [that] immediate perception’; the whole content of
memory regroups, constellatesinto fresh patterns; the fresh image does
not have to find for itsdlf a place in that bright company for (in the
words of Coleridges Moon-gloss) it enters 'unannounced, as lords
that are certainly expected and yet thereis aslentjoy at their arrival'.

The 'object seen' or the 'sound heard' may for the poet be anything
whatsoever: what matters is not the nature of the 'thing-in-itself', but
the nature and fidelity of responsive feeling in the presence of the
thing. It may be convenient to use the word Beauty to indicate the
moment of arrest, the perfect instant of knowing and self-realization
which is the end both of art and of contemplation; but Beauty is not
a quality to be conferred upon objects or situations to which artists
seem most inclined to respond. 'The essential advantage for a poet),
Eliot has said, 'is not, to have a beautiful world with which to dedl:
it is to be able to see beneath both beauty and ugliness; to see the
boredom, and the horror, and the glory." The artist can satisfy his
restless search and hunger, not in certain things called beautiful, but
in reality. Wherethereis no vivid perceiving there is no redlity; when
there is no vison the people perish. So it is that the artist is with-
drawn, secret, of no persondlity, his self-being disclosed only in his
work, arrogant and brutal even to defend his capacity for feeling and
to preserve the integrity of memory. 'Our fire', Yeats says, ‘must burn
dowly, and we must constantly turn away to think, constantly to
analyse what we have done, be content even to havelittlelife outside
our work, to show, perhaps, to other men, as little as the watch-
mender shows, his magnifying glass caught in his screwed-up eye.
Only then do we learn to conserve our vitality, to keep our mind
flexible for expression of the emotions of life as they arise’

When a poet breaks down as a poet and ceases to write, it is (I
believe) because the images cease to constellate and to well up from
memory; imagination has failed at its primitive and secret source.

! Gerard Manley Hopkins notices that ‘insight is more sensitive, in fact is more
perfect, earlier in life than later and especialy towards elementary impressions (Corres-
pondence with Dixon (1935), P. 38)" Vico in the Scienza Nuova made this fact an
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The poet's patience, his suffering, his need for tranquillity is not
merely his waiting for the poem to come; it is aso the means of pre-
serving a vigorous imagination; only in this way can he ensure that
a poem can come a dl. And here, perhaps more than in any other
phase of the poet's experience, is the balance extremely delicate and
vulnerable. It is a balance of concentration and passivity, a fearless
courting of dangerous—even destructive—experience so that imagin-
ativevitality shal not decay or theintegrity of imagination be shattered.
It is a poise between the mounting tension of the need for utterance,
and the patient waiting for the thing that is to be uttered to come
forth into the light. The poet carries in his head no prefigured model
of his completed poem: he must discover his poem in making it. Nor
does he cause the poem to be made: he dlows and encourages it to
make itself. Without the poet's collusion, the poem cannot make
itsdlf; but the poet must wait until what was known and forgotten
makes itsalf known afresh in a new and singular light, constellated
in secret, enucleated out of the black fire of memory.

* * *

It's certain there are trout somewhere
And maybe | shall take a trout

Ifbut | do not seem to care.
w. B. YEATS

'In the hollow of humility,” Jacques Maritain writes in Art and
Poetry (1943), 'a painter meditates and gazes, he sees the vines that
God has made, the dlives, the nettle trees, the bulls, the unicorns—
the moors and skies of Brittany—and the labours and movements,
captured in dow-motion, of men whom God dso made; what he
receives through his eyes fdls into the silence of a fervent lake of
contemplation and vegetates dowly until its resurgence in a work
capable of acting as a talisman that would bring peace to the heart.’
How does this resurgence occur, and under what conditions?

Strictly spesking the single abstract term 'image’ cannot mean very
much in the phrase image of memory'. The function of the latent
but energetic imagination is to constellate perceptual images as well
argument for the quality of primitive poetry: 'In childhood memory is most vigorous,
andimaginationisthereforeexcessively vivid, for imaginationisnothing but extended

or compounded memory. Thisaxiomisthe explanation of thevividness of the poetic
images the world had to form in itsfirst childhood.'
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as to retain them; when they emerge into the light to take their place
in a work of art they are aready complex, carrying with them a
context of feeling and thought which is not the origind perceptual
context. Every imagewhich strives towards poetic embodiment impli-
cates other images, other fedlings. The history of a single image can
never be traced; for the image is not fully known until it has found
its body in a poem, and the image embedded in the poem—the
intersection of many currents of feeling and thought—is not identical
with any single image as it was when it first dropped into the well of
memory. But it is a convenient verba device—perhaps an indispens-
able one—to use the term ‘image’ as though we could, by thinking,
detach a single image from its matrix of feeling.

Energetic though the state of latent imagination may be, it strives
(like any other energetic system) to maintain equilibrium. Inthe case
of the artist this equilibrium is fragile, susceptible to minute intru-
gons and it is to these intrusions, these poetic germs, that we must
trace the genesis of the poem as a verba and rhythmic entity. The
germ may present itselfin perceptua experience, or it may for no de-
tectable reason emerge into consciousness; it may be a distinct visual
Image, asound, a cluster of words, arhythm, afeeling; it may smply
‘turn up', or be noticed for no particular reason, or arise in aprocess
of willed recollection. Generally it makes a random appearance;
when it appears it is recognized as valuable even though one could
not have known beforehand what to look for. The poetic germ has
this single and singular power; it conturbates the images of memory,
stimulates the latent imagination to such unusual activity that a para-
deigmatic event is generated, demanding expression, clamouring for
a body. This, in different terms, is what Wordsworth meant when
he said that 'the emotion is contemplated till, by a species of re-action,
the tranquillity disappears, and an emotion, kindred to that which
was before the subject of contemplation, is gradually produced.’

The poetic germ is not the subject or theme of the poem,; its func-
tion is to crysalize, to 'seed’ the images of memory into a pattern
which isfelt to be significant even though the significance cannot be
known until the poem has been fully extricated. By insemination the
germ generates an event of redity which is compact of numerous
instants of redlity, remembered and forgotten, and with none of
which it can be identified. One mark of poetic genius, | suspect,
is the knack of recognizing the germ and fostering the mounting
process of parturition, by a dainty poise between passvity and
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concentration, between astonished acceptance and criticd severity,
between stimulation and sdlection. Nowhere has the poetic germ
been more vividly described than by Henry James in his Preface to
The Spoils of Poynton.

‘A lady beside me made in the course of talk one of those alusions
that | have aways found mysdf recognizing on the spot as "germs’.
The germ, wherever gathered, has ever been for me the germ of a
"dory”, and most of the stories straining to shape under my hand
have sprung from a single small seed, a seed as minute and wind-
blown as that casua hint for The Spoils of Poynton dropped un-
wittingly by a neighbour, a mere floating particle in the stream of
talk. What above dl comes back to me with this reminiscence is the
sense of the inveterate minuteness, on such happy occasions, of the
precious particle—reduced, that is, to its mere fruitful essence. Such
IS the interesting truth about the stray suggestion, the wandering
word, the vague echo, at touch of which the novelist's imagination
winces as a the prick of some sharp point: its virtue is dl in its
needle-like quality, the power to penetrate asfinely as possible. This
fineness it is that communicates the virus of suggestion, anything
more than the minimum of which spails the operation. If one is
given ahint a al designedly oneis sure to be given too much; one's
subject isin the merest grain, the speck of truth, of beauty, of redlity,
scarce vishble to the common eye—since, | firmly hold, a good eye
for asubject is anything but usual. . . . Life being dl inclusion and
confusion, and art being al discrimination and selection, the latter,
in search of the hard latent value with which aone it is concerned,
sniffsround the mass asinstinctively and unerringly as a dog suspi-
cious of some buried bone. The difference here, however, is that,
while the dog desires his bone but to destroy it, the artist finds in his
tiny nugget, washed free of awkward accretions and hammered into
asacred hardness, the very stuff for a clear affirmation, the happiest
chance for the indestructible/

How imagination makes its interfusing connections; how a single
word or the fragment of atune may cdl to itsdf the whole substance

! Compare Paul Valery's statement: 'The essentia principle of the poetic mechanism
—by which | mean the production of poetic sensihility by the use of words—lies, or
S0 it seems to me, in the harmonious interchange between expresson and impression.
Our poetic pendulum begins in sensation, moves towards an idea or a sentiment, and
returns again to a memory of the initia sensation, or to an act which is capable of
reproducing that sensation.’
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of a poem; how (as Eliot records in The Music of Poetry) ‘a poem, or
a passage of a poem, may tend to redise itsdf first as a particular
rhythm before it reaches expression in words, and . . . may bring to
birth the idea and the image; how the growing cluster of words or
sounds or rhythms may evoke other images and words and sounds
more essentid than the first ones these are unexplained myseries,
facts to be accepted because plentifully and responsibly recorded, but
facts WhICh can be illustrated and interrelated only in metaphors and
andogies® | wish now to introduce two analogies: one taken from
chemistry to illustrate the activity which a poetic germ induces in the
latent imagination; the other taken from wave mechanics to illustrate
the poet's total response to a poetic germ.

In his essay Tradition and the Individual Taent' Mr Eliot intro-
duced the now-familiar analogy of contact catalysis to show how
the poet is a medium who brings tradition and the present into
relationship and retransmits them in a novel and vital combination.
He invites the reader to consider 'the action which takes place when
a bit of finely filiated platinum is introduced into a chamber con-
taining oxygen and sulphur dioxide. . . . When the two gases . . .
are mixed in the presence of a filament of platinum, they form sul-
phurous acid. This combination takes place only if the platinum is
present; nevertheless the newly formed acid contains no trace of
platinum, and the platinum itsdf is apparently unaffected: has re-
mained inert, neutral, and unchanged. The mind of the poet is the
shred of platinum." Eliot is here concentrating upon the neutrality,
the impassvity of the artis. This anaogy, with its terms atered,
illustrates the action of the germ upon the images of memory; but
first the analogy must be developed with more faithful regard to the
chemidt's conception of catalyss. Furthermore the air of mystery—

! As long ago & 1894 Vaety in his Introduction to the Method of Leonardo Da Vinci
complained againg ‘akind of reciprocal coquetry of silence on the part of artists as
to the origins of their work—to the extent of too carefully hiding them even. We fear
that they are humble, these origins, even that they are mere nature. And though very
few artists have the courage to say how they produced their work, | believe that there
are not many more who take the risk of understanding it themselves.... Such an
understanding is necessary ifwe are not to believe that minds are as profoundly different
astheir products makethem appear.’ Scrupul ousinguirer into the genesis of worksof
art, Vdery has recorded in Varittt V (1944) a remarkable instance of his being
gripped and possessed by a rhythmic and musical donnte—'far more complex than |
could have made it by any purely rationa use of my normal rhythmic faculties—
anexperiencewhich, being no musician, hecould not transmuteinto artistic expresson.
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or mystification—should be removed. The catadyst does not cause
the reaction, as Eliot seemsto suppose; it changes the rate of a process
which is aready occurring. In the case cited by Eliot the catalyst
accelerates a reaction which would have completed itself eventually
even if the platinum had, not been present; and in other cases
catalysts are used to dow down reactions which would be incon-
veniently or dangerously rapid.

This feature of catalysis is important if we are to illustrate imagina:
tion. The poetic germ does not cause a mental activity different in
kind from whatever was occurring dowly and secretly before the
germ appeared: it accelerates or intensifies the fusing and congdlla-
ing processes of |latent imagination. When the catalytic and passionate
germ appears, the images of memory enter upon a condition of con-
turbation; for (as Coleridge observed) ‘the property of passion is not
to create, but to set in increased activity'. This poetic catalysis is not
like an explosion; it is neither automatic nor predictable; the reaction
may complete itsdlf instantly, or in extreme cases—as with Goethe's
Faust—spread out over the better part of alifetime.

In another respect the analogy is very precise. The chemist cannot
sy how a catalyst accelerates a reaction or why a particular sub-
stance will catalyse a particular reaction and not another; he merely
knows by empirical observation that some substances will catalyse
some reactions. The poetic germ is minute, incisive, and highly sdec-
tive. Not only does it accelerate imaginative activity and induce an
exceptionally energetic state, but it directs that impulse in a certain
direction and indicates patterns of relevance which offer the poet a
basis for discrimination while he guides and criticises the developing
process. For the poet, the poetic germ is random; it is an accidenta
discovery; but while the germ works the poet introduces from his
own end (asit were) other catalyststo sustain and clarify the reaction.
‘Enthusiasm’, Vdary observes, is not the writer's state of mind.
However powerful the passon may be it only becomes active and
useful when it is utilized upon a subject where art can direct it.
There must be well-placed checks to prevent it from being diss-
pated, and a delay must be adroitly imposed on the invincible move-
ment back to equilibrium so that something may be abstracted before
the ardour diminishes." Over against the swift and energetic intensity
of the mounting poetic state, we must s&t the poet's Negative Capa
bility, his patient downess, his tolerance of doubts, uncertainties,
mysteries. Thomas Mann, describing Goethe through the eyes of his
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amanuensis Dr Riemer, spesks of the cumulated weight of darkness
and dlence behind the 'dramatic flow of words, poured out hour
after hour without a pause save when it trips over itsdf for fullness.

‘His hands behind his back, his gaze logt in distant visons, he
invokes the word, he invokes the form, with sovereign and as it were
spontaneous power and reigns in an intellectua kingdom of bold
and untrammelled freedom—. . . Yetitisuseful to bear in mind that
one is not dealing with an improvising mind; rather with one which
hestates, procragtinates, is very undecided and circumstantial. Above
al, it is very easly tired, works fitfully, never sticks long at the same
task, and often when mogt active is most digressive, so that it will
take years to bring a particular work to completion. It is a nature
given to dow and secret growth and unfolding; it must warm for
years—perhaps since early youth—awork in its bosom before it can
issue in redity. ltsindustry is quite essentially patience; by which |
mean that even in dl its need of variety it sticks stoutly and unre-
mittingly, through long periods of time, to its task of spinning its
web' (Lotte in Weimar, pp. 70-1).

The poet's Sate at the inception of a poem may be |IIustrated ina
different way by using the andogy of the quantum theory." Let us
Imagine an atom to be avery small model of the solar system. At the
centre of the system lies the nucleus, around which planetary dec-
trons move in dlipticad orbits. When the atom is in its neutral state
the orbits of the electrons lie as close to the nucleus as is consistent
with the energy-structure of the system. When an atom absorbs
additional energy radiated from other sources, the eectrons move
outward to another set of orbits, thereby neutralizing the atom with
respect to any external magnetic field. The quantum theory States
that in such changes, the eectrons do not move out gradualy, but
assume a definite outer orbit asit were by a definitejump, asthough
the possible outer orbits were predetermined as a series of fixedtracks
adong which aone an eectron could move. The matter can be re-
dated in different terms. an atom will not absorb any quantity of
energy whatsoever, but will accept only a quantity whose value is
determined by its own structure. This valueis cdled a quantum,
and varies from one kind of atom to another. An atom will absorb
only integral multiples of a quantum; a fraction of a quantum of
energy will not be absorbed. (Within certain narrow limits an atom
can absorb avalue not exactly equivalent to aquantum by modulating

11 am here using the smple figurative account offered by Planck.
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the wave-length of the received radiation and so modulating the
value to a precise quantum.) ‘The point of interest in this theory is
that. . . some effects which appear essentially capable of gradual in-
crease or gradual diminution are in reallty to be increased or de-
creased only by certain definite jumps.’

Let us now suppose that the poet's consciousness is the atom and
that the quantum of absorbed energy represents the poetic germ.
The germ must be a quantum-ideato be absorbed by the poet at dl:
it must be exactly the right thing, coming at exactly the right time,
with the right force. The quantum-idea (and the word ‘ided! is here
used in the loosest possible sense) will be unique, because the |nd|
vidual poet is unique, and presents a constantly varying receptivity.?
Once the quantum germ is absorbed, a widespread change occurs:
the poet's whole person and organism dters and regroups itsdlf to
accommodate the quantum-idea. The outward movement of the
electrons to their new orbits corresponds to the sudden generation of
the paradeigmatic event: in poetic experience the event may be de-
layed or withheld but does not develop gradualy. The inward
movement of the electrons when the quantum of energy is again
radiated corresponds to symbolic extrication, the activity which ends
in the completed poem. At the end of the whole cycle, both atom
and poet have returned to a neutral state—'invisible, refined out of
existence, indifferent'.?

L A. N. Whitehead, Science and the Modem World (1933), Chapter VII1. His final
comment upon the quantum theory is interesting: ‘At any epoch the assumptions of
a science are giving way, when they exhibit symptoms of the epicydic state from
which astronomy was rescued in the sixteenth century. Physica scienceis now exhibit-
ing such symptoms.' This view, however, does not invalidate the analogy for our use;
at least it represents—even if at a stage of scientific debility—a systematic expression of
physica phenomena; and the process of step-change here invoked manifests itsdf in
stages of learning, forgetting, and remembering as well as in some phases of poetic
process. Psychology has suffered from applying andogies far smpler than the subject-
matter to beillustrated. It is suggested that the most luminous psychological anaogies
may be found in those outermost fringes of scientific inquiry where new andogies
have to be discovered to embrace anomalies which the old 'laws cannot accommodate.
It is worthy of notice that Jung—the only clinical psychologist to make any substantial
contnbutlon to the theory of art—unashamedly finds his analogies in ancient myths.

2 Compare Jules Laforgue's remark in his essay on Impressionism: 'Chague homme
et sdon son moment dans le temps, son milieu de race et de condition socide, son
moment devolution individuelle, un certain clavier sur lequel le monde exterieur
joue d'une certaine fagon. Mon clavier est perp& uellement changeant et il n'y en a pas
un autre identique au mien. Tous les claviers sont legitimes!

#] find that Paul Vaery has given an account of poetic experience in terms of a
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Certain careful qualifications are reguired when we transfer this
figure to the imagination. The quantum theory is expressed in terms
of physicd energy, and of reactions whose magnitude is a direct
function of the amount of energy involved in the change. But fedling,
or 'psychic energy’, has a different character. Thereis no direct rela
tion between the magnitude of the quantum-germ and the extent of
the poet's imaginative reaction, in the same way that the amplitude
of a reflex action is not a direct function of the amplitude of the
stimulus that triggers the reflex; contact with the work of a very
inferior poet or thinker has sometimes brought agreat poet to hisfull
powers (Coleridge and Bowles, Baudelaire and Poe, for example).
The mind cannot be regarded smply as an energy system, even
though some events in the nervous system may be described sttis-
factorily in terms of physical energy: memories, images, idess, the
vaue or intensity of awork of art, cannot be expressed in quantitative
terms. But when these reservations have been made, the quantum
analogy is most suggestive in emphasizing the fastidious selectivity
of the poetic consciousness. Each atom has, we are told, its own
quantum value which is afunction of the atom's structure; the value
of the quantum-germ constantly changes for each poet with the con-
stant changes in his consciousness. The quantum-germ is not only
unique, but must be absorbed asgerminal to beaquantumideaat dl.

The quantum andogy avoids the dangers of a crude mechanism
by suggesting a self-determined and self-limiting responsive activity
which yet bears a definite structural relation to an energizing intru-
son. The andogy is intended to apply to the aterations of the poet's
person when a poetic germ enters his consciousness. It leaves no
room for the notion that poetry is, or should be, a stream of Tree
association’ which, once released, is 'significant’ merely- because it
rises uncontrollably from the 'subconscious. This kind of associa-
tion, which the surrealists mistakenly supposed to have specid artistic

much smpler dectrica figure. He is describing 'certain states of mind which | am
justified in calling Poetic because some of them find their ultimate fulfilment in poems.’
"They occur for no apparent reason and as the result of some purely accidenta happen-
ing. They develop in obedience to the law of their own being, and, while they lagt,
| am cut off from my normal mental discipline. As soon as they have done what they
had to do, | dip back into the ordinary routine of exchange between life and thought.
My circuit, so to spesk, has been closed. But what has happened is that a poem has
takenform. The dosing of the circuit has left something behind. The completed circuit
is the cydicd process of an act which has, in some way, provoked and externalized a
potentiaity of poetry.’
o1
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vaue, is probably cdled Tree because it is the most mechanical
operation the human mind is capable of. Free association bears im-
pressive witness of obsessions and other forms of mentd rigidity; in a
court of law awitness who offers evidence as an uncontrolled stream
of memory will probably be believed for his guileless suspension of
sdlective intelligence.’ But free association is not art; for art is sdec-
tion and arrangement, concison and intension. ‘All 1 would keep
for myself/ Robert Frost declares, 'is the freedom of my materia—
the condition of body and mind now and then to summons aptly
from the vast chaos of dl | have lived through.' The singular char-
acter of the emergent poem is admirably delineated by Lowes (The
Road to Xanadu, p. 304):
"The poem is not the confluence of unconsciously merging images
. nor is the poet a somnambulist in a subliminal world. Neither
the conscious impressions nor their unconscious interpretations con-
dtitute the poem. They are inseparable from it, but it is an entity
which they do not create. On the contrary, every impression, every
new creature rising from the potent waters of the Well, is what it
now is through its participation in a whole, foreseen as a whole in
each integral part—awhole which isthe working out of a controlling
imaginative design. The incommunicable, unique essence of the
poem is itsform.

And the sudden sense of expansion and liberation, suggested by the
instant outward movement of the electrons to their new orbits, is
described in a sombre passage of Yesatss prose. In supporting the
clam that the ‘tragic ecstasy ... is the best that art—perhaps that
life—can givée, he shows how that outward movement repeats itself
in the beholder.

"Tragic art, passionate art, the drowner of dykes, the confounder
of understanding, moves us by setting us to reveries, by alluring us
amog to the intensity of trance. . . . We fed our minds expand
convulsively or spread out dowly like some moon-brightened image-
crowded s

* * *
Under the inseminating impulse of the germ, the poetic process
develops out of imagination into symbolic extrication; at this stage
! See for example the scene in which Mistress Quickly gives evidence against

Falseaff (2 Henry IV, 1, i),
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a mediating activity is invoked. This diaectica' activity is well
described by Samuel Alexander as 'not parthenogenesis but bisexual
creation’; for in this the poet assumes a double role, bringing forth
images and criticizing them as they come into the light. (Alexander
does not discriminate very clearly however in applying the terms
'passive’ and ‘activeé’ imagination; the first corresponds with associa-
tion, the other embraces the rest of the poetic process) Mr Day
Lewis, adapting an image Dryden had used, speaks of'the un-
disciplined behaviour of the faculty—whatever it is—that brings up
images into the consciousness.

' may compare this faculty, perhaps, with an enthusiastic but
woolly-witted dog; it goes bounding off again and again into the
undergrowth, and returnsto lay at on€e's feet so seldom the game one
is after, so often a bird shot long ago by another poet or some object
that has nothing to do with the chase at dl.'

The poet is a once his own woolly-witted dog and the wary but
never wholly disinterested critic of the quarry he so hopefully seeks.
Into imagination he sends thoughts, words, images, and sdects from
whatever they may bring forth. Croce speaks of putting ideas back
into the crucible. 'When a man writes any work of genius,' Yeats
said,'orinvents somecreative action, isit not because some knowledge

! In this essay the word ‘'didectica’ is used in the Socratic sense of question-and-
answer; no pseudo-mystical Marxist overtones are implied.

2 Did Milton, for example, dter 'humming tide' in Lycidas to ‘whelming tide
because he recognized a feather of Shakespeare's bird?

Lycidas 155-8:
Where €er thy bones are burl'd,
Whether beyond the stormy Hebrides,
Where thou perhaps under the humming tide
Visit'st the bottom of the monstrous world.
Pericles IlI, i:

nor have | time
To give thee, scarcely coffin'd, in the ooze,
Where, for a monument upon thy bones,
And aye-remaining lamps, the belching whale
And bumming water must o'erwhelm thy corpse,
Lying with simple shells.

Mr Day Lewis in The Poetic Image develops a some length the figure of the patient
fisherman to illustrate the poet's fastidious fostering of imagination. |s this dso the
fisher-king of The Waste Land! And compare Remy de Gourmont's remark (La
Culture desIdles (1916), p. 47): 'La meémoaire est |a piscine secrete ou, a notre insu, k
subcontient jette son filet; mais la conscience y péche auss volontiers!

93



IMAGINATION: IMAGE-MAKING

or power has come into his mind from beyond his mind? It is
cdled up by animage, as | think ... but our images must be given
to us, we cannot choose them deliberately. So this activity, as
Coleridge inssted, is lightly controlled by 'the will and under-
standing'. A light touch is needed, the quarry must not be frightened
away; for the making of a poem is an act of discovery—'the poet,,
Louis MacNeice tdlls us, ‘is often not completely sure what he is
trying to say until he has sad it. He works up to his meaning by a
didectic of purification/ The meeting of pen and paper, of ear and
rhythm and tone and meaning, the 'struggle to turn blood into ink’
—these show the poet plunging his hands through the interface at
that meeting-place of memory and dream and fantasy, of action,
passvity, and suffering, which isredlity. Each poemisauniquedis
covery; each poem is a new problem. A poet is a person whose
feelings refer themselves to words and seek verbal incarnation. It is
difficult to see how anything less than the clamorous power of an
event of redity could ever bring a man successfully to fulfil that
intricate feat of trandation. On this point Yeats may well have the
last word.

We sat together at one summer's end,

That beautiful mild woman, your closefriend,

And you and |, and talked ofpoetry.

| said, 'A line will take us hours maybe;

Yet ifit does not seem a moment's thought,

Our dtitching and undtitching has been naught.

Better go down upon your marrow-bones

And scrub a kitchen pavement, or break stones

Like an old pauper, in all kinds of weather;

For to articulate sweet sounds together

Is to work harder than all these, and yet

Be thought an idler by the noisy set

Of bankers, schoolmasters, and clergymen

The martyrs call the world.
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A NOTE ON PERCEPTION

It is astonishing how little attention has been pad in aesthetics to
what Coleridge cdled 'the original unific consciousness, the primary
Perception’. The reason is perhaps—again in Coleridge's words—its
extreme difficulty’. Through failure to inquire closdy into percep-
tion, aesthetics has failed to describe the single unbroken arch of
poetic process. Either perception has been taken to be a spontaneous
but mechanical neural response to external stimuli; in which case
there is no means of accounting for the variety and value of art. Or
dse, in the attempt to show that art is a'spiritua’ activity—neither a
neural mechanism nor an activity dominated by ‘intellect—the
physical and perceptual character of art has been ignored or vaporized
out of existence. All scientific theories of perception—and some
philosophical ones—suffer from a misguided zed for smplicity.
Searching for a smple instance of a complex phenomenon, they
carry analysis below the level of relevance and start with ‘ordinary’
perception. In this way an inert and confused mlddle term is mis-
taken for the prototype of perceptual experience’ The gestalt psy-
chology avoids some of these abstractive excesses by insisting that
every perceptual experience is integrated at its most rudimentary
stage and is a once an act of discrimination and interpretation; but
this school has not yet proceeded beyond highly artificial laboratory
experiments which have little to offer to a theory of art.

| take it that if the facts of artistic perception are accepted as the
starting-point for a theory of perception, the facts of ‘ordinary' per-
ception will readily accommodate themselves to that doctrine. Such
an account, finding its centre of emphasis in artistic experience and

! The same difficulty arises when uncontrolled andlysis is applied in an attempt to
isolate 'life or 'mind', or when a study proceeds from apparently simple organisms to
more complex organisms. Either the vanishing (or emergent) point of life and mind
cannot be determined, and life and mind crop up unaccountably in isolation at one
end of a scale of phenomena: or e life and mind are limited to what can be explained
by the analogies of cause and of energy-systems. In the second case life and mind have
to be dismissed either as elaborate figments of the unscientific mind or as falling outside
the range of inquiry. Physiologists carefully avoid the term 'life, and psychologists
use the term 'mind’ with caution. For the bearing of this generd principle upon the
problem of perception, see A. N. Whitehead, Science and the Modern World (1933),
p. 139; Whitehead, Symbolism (1928), p. 6; Sr Charles Shemngton, Man on his
Naturt (1945), pp. 2656,
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not elsewhere, will recognize whatever conclusions scientific psycho-
logy and neurology may offer, but will be philosophical and to some
extent speculative.

What features of artistic experience must be included in a theory
of artistic perception? The artist's perception presents a double char-
acter, in the smultaneous sense of ‘withness and ‘otherness; in
‘ordinary" perception only the sense of'otherness' is recognized. We
must show, not only how images of objects are taken up into the
mind, but aso how perceptual experience can clam the status of
knowledge, how Value enters at the level of perception and not as an
afterthought, how feeling enters as an inseparable feature of percep-
tion, and what part feeling plays in establishing knowledge and
Vdue. | wish to summarize one possible account and to indicate its
implications for a theory of art.

Artigtic experience is energetic and intricate; yet the poet, unlike
the 'ordinary’ man, seeks to sustain and clarify his experience until,
by embodying it in a physical artefact, he has discovered the ex-
perience to himself. This process of embodiment is arduous, usually
painful, and often prolonged;, and the vividness of atistic ex-
perience is more a matter of suffering than of delight or "happiness.
There is no convincing way of explaining why an artist should sub-
mit to this discipline of self-abnegation, unless by saying that he
recognizes some peculiar value in his experience and in the activity
which flowsfromit. In my earlier chapters | have attempted to show
that an event of value is refracted into simultaneous modes: it has
the perceptua character of exceptiond vividness, clarity, distinct-
ness, ana the psychological character of powerful and patterned
feeling; and it is cognitive—something is genuinely and directly
known. The nature of this 'prelogical knowing' which establishes
itself without analytical thinking or logica verification, is difficult
to describe. What is known is at once the value and the event and
the event as valuable; for the event is known, not merely as an ex-
ternal occurrence or set of circumstances, but as self-constructed,
self-determinate, self-contained, self-evident—an event in which the
person plays an indispensable constructive role and is not smply an
observer or a recording instrument. It seems to me that dl these
features must enter paradigmatic experience at the instant of per-
ception; it is impossible to find a point of entry for any of them at a
later stage without misrepresenting the character of that experience as
reported by artists and as manifested in works of art.
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The sense of'otherness, the sense of percelving something separ-
ate from the sdf, of recelving a direct impact from 'things outside,
isthe most prominent feature of'‘ordinary’ perception; it hastherefore
usually been regarded as the irreducible feature of the perceptual
Stuation. It is by concentrating upon this feature aone that we are
led to postulate a figment called the 'sense datum’, the image, the
thing 'seen in the mind's eye, a menta construct which can be
scrutinized and even recalled, bearing some structural relation (it is
supposed) to the 'thing seen’. But thisis an attempt to smugglein a
substantial criterion where substanceis not in question and where no
independent criterion is possible because dl criteria are subject to
the same distortion as the eyes whose aberrations are to be tested.
Paradoxically, the artist's sense of 'otherness is most vivid when
associated with his sense of 'withness;; it is in the empathic state of
self-identification that the sense of 'otherness' is specifically a sense of
the self's otherness, and not merely a sense of the object's distinctness.
In this state he enters into the thing, thereby discovering in an act of
astonishing penetration what it fedls like to be that thing; and he
endowsit with alife and character which is not merely the projected
life and character of the artist.

The double character of artistic perception appears in another
sense; in a double concern and excitement, not only for the thing or
event perceived but dso for the medium in which he works. This
excitement—often a sense of loathing as well as one of delight or
enthusiasm—nhelps to sustain the state of feeling throughout the
activity of composition. Perception is not always, or even character-
igticaly, an instantaneous flick of a shutter; and even in ‘ordinary'
perception the feeling for a physica medium helps both to sustain
and to clarify the perceptual feeling. The most modest amateur
painter or photographer knows how his feeling for the medium
helps him to sustain and intensify the perceptual character of an
event by holding the attention concentrated.

Alfred North Whitehead has offered, as a specid instance of his
doctrine of prehensions, a theory of perception which embraces the
features of artistic perception. He distinguishes two simultaneous
modes of perception (corresponding with the double character of
artistic perception), and accounts for feeling and val ue as perceptua
recognitions and not as conceptual constructs! He anadyses the

! Whitehead elaborates his theory of prehensions and of perception in Chapter |11
of Process and Reality (1929), and in various parts of Science and the Modern World. His
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relaions between things, and between things and persons, in terms of
‘prenensions—the ‘fedings that things have for each other. These
prehensions may be positive or negative—that is, either energetic or
neutral. Complex and vitd organisms are capable of complex pos-
tive prehensions, inert objects (like stones) nave weak or negative
prehensons. Whitehead maintains that when subject and object
come into relation, a dynamic mutual interpenetration occurs be-
tween them; a flow of'feeling' or 'energy’ passes between them; and
this interchange, when combined with responsive activity, congti-
tutes an event of experience. 'The subject-object relation of experience
is fundamental, Whitehead holds, not in the specidized epistemo-
logicd sense, but in the sense suggested by the Quaker word
"concern”. Each entity is an experiencing centre whose nature is con-
stituted out of the selective responses it makes to other entities of the
environment, and at the same time the multiplicity of other events
is organized into a new unity, as the universe from that perspective.
... Whitehead does not think of a prehension as the reaction of one
self-subsistent entity to another self-subsistent entity. Both entities are
thought of as fluid processes, and a'prehension'... is transmuted in
the prehending subject into a new unity which Whitehead cdls a
"concrescence’.’ ! In perceptual experience, the prehending subject
Is not simply an organism of a high and complex order but a,person;
the flow of feeling therefore has widespread consequences—conse-
quences both ‘unconscious and ‘conscious, neura and viscerd as
well as 'mental’. Furthermore, the percipient being a person and not
merely an organism, the state of the person has important effects
upon those responsive developments. We should have to take into
account in any actua event the neura 'tone of the percipient, his
'’ (the nature and direction of his habitual interests), the degree
of attention or concentration; for dl these can be altered at will, or
artificidly (by drugs, fatigue, derangement, absent-mindedness and
thelike).

Perceptual response is immediate, direct, and widespread; smple
initsimmediacy, and complex inits range and implications. Various
mogt minute account of perception is found in Symbolism: its Meaning and Effect (1928).
Miss Dorothy Emmet expoundsthe doctrine of prehensionsin Whitehead's Phil osophy
of Organism (1932), and gives a short and admirably clear summary in an gppendix to
The Nature of Metaphysical Thinking (1945). The passages quoted in my note are taken
from Whitehead's Symbolism (especidly pp. 97-9), unless otherwise identified; but
my summary owes a great dedl to Miss Emmet's expogtion.

! Dorothy Emmet, The Nature of Metaphysical Thinking, p. 228,
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phases of response flow seamlesdy from one into another; but even
if these phases of response were spread out widely enough in time to
permit us to distinguish certain patterns, we should not be entitled
to think of those phases as digtinct 'faculties. For the flow of response
is not linear but eccentric; as the process develops, the nexus of pre-
hensions becomes more and more complex.

Whitehead distinguishes two modes (not ‘faculties) of primary
perception; that is, we see or hear smultaneoudly in two senses In
the mode of Causal Efficacy we perceive the causal relations between
the entitieswithinan event; in the mode of Presentational Immediacy
we perceive the spatio-tempora relations. Contrary to dl previous
theories of perception, Whitehead holds that Causal Efficacy pre-
cedes and is more 'natural’ than Presentational Immediacy, because
Causa Efficacy is the more practical mode: it aone is needed for
mere physical survival. Our notions of spatio-temporal relations are
vague compared with our grasp of causd relations. we run away
from the lion before we have fixed his position with more than
genera accuracy.!

There is no such thing as 'pure perception’ in which neutral data
are presented for interpretation: the datum for awareness is the pro-
duct of a discriminatory and interpretative response. Perception
occurs only in one or other or both of these primary modes, and
neither mode is the product of andytica thinking. The evidence
diffracted in these two modes intersects however in a third mode
which Whitehead cdls Symbolic Reference. This mode is not only
the bridge between the two primary modes, but the mode in which
conceptual activity may be engaged. Thinking can proceed only
when the perceived entities have been abstracted and referred in
Symbolic Reference to groups of symbols established in memory.
But thinking proceeds so quickly and naturally out of perception
that in many cases—particularly in practica Situations—it is difficult,
if not impossible, fully to separate thinking from perceiving. We no
sooner see what something is and where it is, than we start thinking
about it. But sometimes the thinking does not proceed at dl; and at

! Samuel Alexander, Beauty and Other Forms of Value, suggests an example. If| am
walking at night along aroad and suddenly perceive aloud noise and bright light close
behind me, | immediatelyjumpintotheditch. Thefact that | didjumpinto theditch
tels me afterwards that | knew | was in danger; | did not first decide that | was in
danger and then jump. But if the noise and Light were not very startling my response
would probably follow a more sophigticated pattern and terminate in more sophisti-
cated behaviour,
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any time either mode of perception may be limited or eiminated at
will or physiologically.

According to this doctrine we should not think of a person
'seeing something'; but rather, that we project our immediate prehen-
dgons of a simultaneous (not causaly related) Situation into the
contemporary world. There are no 'bare sensations which are fast
experienced and then projected: 'the projection is an integral part of
the situation, quite as original as the sense-data. Perception is a
primary phase in the self-production of an occasion of actual exigt-
ence. The mode of Causal Efficacy objectifies things under the guise
of affectiverelations, themodeof Presentational Immediacy objectifies
things by pro} ecting sensations outward under the guise ofimmediate
presentation.

We may conveniently follow Miss Emmet by substituting the
term ‘adverbial mode' for Whitehead's mode of Causal Efficacy, and
‘accusative mode' for Presentational Immediacy: in the adverbial
modewe perceive bow we are engaged, inthe accusative (or 'pointing’)
mode we perceive with what we are engaged. The adverbiad mode is
productive of feeling and carries the sense of'withness’; the accusa-
tive mode, barren of feeling, is a mode of discriminative clarity and
projection, and carries the sense of ‘otherness. "The result of Symbolic
Reference, Whitehead says of the synthetic process which fuses the
two modes into single perceptions, 'is a datum of experience pro-
ductive of feelings, emotions, satisfactions, actions, and finaly the
datum for conscious recognition when the mind intervenes with its
conceptual anayss' (Whitehead here uses ‘fedlings in the ordinary
sense of 'emotions; 'feeling' in Whitehead's specid sense is aways
vectoria and efficacious, seeking to discharge in a certain direction
and in a certain pattern.)

The 'energy’ or ‘feding’ generated in perception discharges into
action aong certain paths, (a) Pure ingtinctive action, Whitehead

L Cf. Sir Charles Sherrington, Man on bis Nature, pp. 325-6; 'Projection is a term
helpful in dedling descriptively with sensual space. Perceptud gpace might be written
here instead of sensual gpace, except that it is wished here to dress its derivation from
sne The vexed question of the mode of origin or genesis of sensud gpace we have
not to enter on. We accept the brute fact that our mind's perception through the senses
immerses us in "gpace’. To see athing is to see it somewhere. And so with dl the
other senses. That may seem nothing to wonder &, but to reflection it is perennidly
agtonishing. We can only observe it, leaving it a "fina inexplicability”.. .. Sensua
space is adways just "3-dimensond" pace, Euclidean space Euclidean space is
3-dimensiona becausejust sensud.’
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maintains, is the response to pure Causa Efficacy (the adverbia
mode). (b) Reflex action depends wholly upon sense-presentation
in both modes, but without analysis of Causal Efficacy in Symbolic
Reference, (c) Symbolicaly conditioned action occurs by symbolic
transference from the accusative to the adverbid mode: and sym-
bolically conditioned action quickly decays into reflex action unless
refreshed by conceptual activity.

(d) When Whitehead condiders artistic activity he states that 'The
whole question of the symbolic transfer of emotion lies a the base of
any theory of the aesthetics of art.' 'A poet is a person for whom
visud sights, and sounds, and emotiona experiences refer symbolic-
dly to words. ... By concentrating on a certain selection of sense-
perceptions such as words . . . there is a chain of derivations of
symbol from symbol whereby finally the loca relations between the
fina symbols and the ultimate meaning, are entirely logt. Thus these
derivative symbols, obtained as it were by arbitrary association, are
really the results of a reflex action suppressing the intermediate por-
tions of the chain. We use the word "associgion” when the inter-
mediate links are so suppressed.’ Whitehead regards Symbolic
Reference as a perceptual mode; although conceptua activity may
flow out of and into this mode, whatever remains in this mode
preserves its perceptual character of feeling-tone. Once any datum
for awareness has passed from the perceptual to the conceptual
sphere it has logt its feeling-tone. So it is that any perceptua ex-
perience dominated by conceptual activity presents itself only in the
accusative mode (Presentational Immediacy), which by definition
is barren of feding. Actually the adverbid mode is not in this case
eliminated; but it appears to be, because the feeling generated in this
type of perception is below the threshold value for recognition. (This
is what Vaery had in mind when he complained that most people
see through a dictionary and not through their retinae.)

It is possble with the help of this doctrine to show why artistic
experience is properly regarded as primitive, and why the artist's
perceptual experience is different from ‘ordinary' perception. White-
head holds that the adverbiad mode is the more 'natural’ mode
because it is the more practica: this does not mean that the adverbia
mode aone is primitive. In the primitive state, and in artistic percep-
tion, the two primary modes are fused. The differentiation into two
modes, which Whitehead discovered in contemporary persons, is a
specidization occurring in response to practical necessity. As man
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learns, through the device of abstraction, to control his environment
with increasing success, the need for ingtinctive action diminishes.
As a condition of ordered society the feeling-tone of the adverbial
mode becomes diverted (by custom, law, ethical codes) from im-
mediate instinctive action; instinctive action is suppressed for reasons
which in the new situation of society have become practica. In the
shelter of socid organization the adverbial mode is suppressed, and
the accusative mode gains prominence, eventually becoming so re-
fined that the adverbial mode no longer seems to operate in normal
experience. This applies particularly to the sense of sight. The ad-
verbial mode till remainsthe energetic mode—otherwisetherewould
be no mainspring for action. But once the direct link of instinctive
action is broken, feding-tone is sublimated through Symbolic
Reference into conceptua activity. Ordinary civilized perception is
thus characterized by its neutrality, by absence of feeling-tone; it
appearsto operate exclusively in the accusative mode (Presentational
Immediacy). It is interesting to observe that in philosophy most of
the metaphorical words for conceptual activity are metaphors of
vision, as though seeing were only (in the common phrase) 'seeing
things; for it isin the sense of sight particularly that thls specidized
sublimation of the adverbiad mode has occurred.’ Intuition is
Vison' of concepts in the accusative mode; contemplation however
is gazing upon redlity in both modes.

The artist's 'more than usual organic sengbility' is to be inter-
preted as a fusion of the two primary modes of perception. The
perceptua feding-tone, instead of resolving (in the primitive manner)
into ingtinctive action or (in the sophisticated manner) into pure con-
ceptua activity, sublimates into the accusative mode without pre-
dominant conceptual reference. The effect of this fusion of the
adverbial and accusative modes is an extensive range of sengitivity,
exceptiona clarity and vividness of perception. This may be called
a 'cognitive ring' (on the analogy of a molecular ring), or a state of
resonance. Itisthis state of resonancethat | have called 'paradeigmatic
experience.

Whitehead's mode of Symbolic Reference, a function of memory
whose activity is'association’, is another name for what | have caled
‘imagination’. 'Imagination’ and 'idegtion’ are two responsive pro-
cesses into which a person may be orientated by perceptua feeling;
and since the degree and complexity of perceptual feeling is a func-

! This point is discussed agan a pp. 1556 below.
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don of the person's habitua attitude and contemporary dtate, the
responsive organization may be discerned by determining the char-
acter and force of feeling in a particular instance. This (in different
terms) is the basis of Coleridge's distinction between Imagination
and Fancy.
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Symbolic Extrication

It is the duty of human understanding to understand that there are things which it cannot under-

stand, and what those things are. . . . The paradox is not a concession but a category, an onto-

logical definition which expresses the relation between an existing cognitive spirit and eternal truth.
KIERKEGAARD

Then asth' earths inward narrow crooked lanes
Do purge sea watersfretfull salt away,
| thought, if | could draw my paines,
Through Rimes vexation, | should them allay,
Griefe brought to numbers cannot be so farce,
For, he tames it, thatfetters it in verse.
JOHN DONNE
Thefriends that have it | do wrong
Whenever | remake a song
Should know what issue is at stake:
It is myself that | remake.
W. B. YEATS

oWARD Stheend ofthe last chapter weran into afamiliar
landscape in the discussion of imagination. We must con-
tinue a little farther to inquire into inscrutables before
moving with the relative freedom of the critic. | suggested that a
poem springs from a paradeigmatic event, that a poem is in some
sense the resolution of an event of redity. A germ, a catayst, a
quantum of'poetic energy’, intrudes into consciousness; the associa-
tive function of memory which we cal imagination is stimulated,
and orients itsdf in a particular manner. The activity that proceeds
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between the paradigmatic event and the finished poem | have cdled
symbolicextrication. And by thisterm | meantoimply, not smply the
critical activity by which a poem is guided finally to completion, but
dso the activity which makes a poem necessary at dl. Symbolic
extrication is the activity by which the poet extricates himself froman
intolerableredity (the paradeigmatic event) by transferring hisfegling
for that redity to a system of symbols. The poem is not merdly a
by-product of that withdrawing movement but the necessary con-
dition of it. If the transfer of feding to symbols is not faithful and
complete, the rhythmic movement by which a man preserves his
contact with reality isinterrupted, and the capacity for making poetry
disappears—perhaps temporarily, perhaps permanently. But before
discussing the nature of symbols and the way fedling is transmuted
into language we shal consder symbolic extrication in its meta-
physica and psychological aspects.

A paradeigmatic experience is, in one of its aspects, an event of
knowing characterized by vivid perception, intense feeling, and a
conviction of value. This differs from what is usualy called 'know-
ing' because it does not rely upon or grow out of verification. But
verification, though essentid to practical and technical knowing, may
not be essential—or even possible—in moral and aesthetic knowing:

Swift to the soul the piercing imagefies. . . .
Fancy precedes, and conquers all the mind,
Deliberatingjudgment slowly comes behind;
Comes to thefeld with blunderbus and gun,
Like heavy Falstaff, when the work is done.
Fights when the battle's o'er with wondrous pam
By Sorewbury's clock, and nobly slays the dlain.*

Paradeigmatic events are sdf-contained systems like closed eectric

! Christopher Smart, Prologue to A Trip to Cambridge. Verification either tests the
grounds of conviction by collecting additional sensory evidence, or it tests whether
the conviction is consistent with other conclusions and beliefs. In either case an act
of will or habit is required. Verification is an afterthought, a test of the truth or false-
ness of propositions made about an experience; it is not and cannot be a test of the
conviction or of the redlity of the event in which the conviction arose. Cf. the Intro-
duction to Russell and Whitehead, Principia Matbematica (1910): 'In mathematics,
the greatest degree of self-evidence is usually not to be found quite a the beginning,
but at some later point; hence the early deductions, until they reach this point, give
reasons rather for believing the premisses because true consequences follow from them,
than for bdieving the consequences because they follow from the premisses!
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creuits. They are sometimes s0 overwhelming that they are ‘in-
credible: yet paradeigmatic experience is a state of profound belief,
a date of faith. For faith, as Kierkegaard has asserted, "is not an
aesthetic emotion but something far higher, precisdy because it has
resignation as its presupposition; it is not an immediate ingtinct of the
heart, but is the paradox of life and exigence. In an event of redity
we see the world suddenly in a fresh and astonishing light; and what
we know in that instant may be unassailably at variance with our
previous sdtled beliefs. The literature of religious converson and
mysticad vison shows that a sngle experience of this kind may
uproot and recast a whole lifetime of carefully ordered attitude or a
firm habitual belief.

The only proposition that can be made in such an event is an
affirmative cry which is not truly prepositional: ‘Thisisred' or This
matters. Abstraction is not a necessary preliminary to this kind of
knowing. What is known is not the abstract relations between
'things or ‘ideas, but the whole event; consequently the expression
of this knowledge is not a group of related propositions but a total
assartion, a work of art, a physicad embodiment of the event of
redity in its own terms. Suddenly, and in a manner that cannot be
explained, everything chimes together, becomes resonant, assumes
a sdf-sugtaining clarity; but this state is fragile and unstable—'the
mind in cregtion is like a fading cod'. And this resonance, this
sense of enfolding and of being enfolded, this sympathetic fusion
with the outside world, aso carries with it the need to clarify and
resolve both the event and the self—to withdraw, to extricate onesdlf
from the event of reality and so to embrace it.

A date of heightened fedling is a state of disequilibrium; equili-
brium is restored by discharging the energetic fedling. Paradeigmatic
experience manifests itsdlf as a complex state of heightened fedling.
But, being an event of value and ofredlity, it demands that the dis-
charge of feeling be appropriate to the value—even though the vison
be blinding, and the reding insupportably powerful. The Ordinary
man' discharges his states of heightened feeling without much delay
in overt action or ininarticulate cries the feeling may be satisfactorily
discharged, but the action is sedom an appropriate vehicle for the
feding. Itislikelightning, random and uncreative: a charge accumu-
lates until it can no longer be sustained, then it jJumps where and
as it may.

The poet is not satisfied with a random escape from fedling; for
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he is a contemplative nature and fedling is his window opening upon
redity. He is prepared closdy to criticize the quality of action; he
does not prize mere action for the sake of 'doing something—as
ordinary people tend to do out of self-deception or justification.

Action is transitory—a step, a Uow

The motion ofa muscle—this way or that—
Tis done; and in the after-vacancy

We wonder at ourselves like men betrayed:
Quffering is permanent, obscure and dark,
And has the nature of infinity."

The culture of a poet's redlity is a dark and obscure suffering; he
must sustain the suffering of reality until he can find a body for it—
otherwise he will betray and lose himself. For a poet, feeling has the
intensity of suffering. But the complexity and pattern—the ‘contours
—of hisfeeling are asimportant to him asthe intensity: he must find
some means of arresting his states of feeling, of holding them con-
templatively in their complex vitality until he has transmuted them
faithfully into language. From this arises the poet's patience; and
patience is dso suffering. The poet's capacity for suffering is the
‘wound' that Gide speaks of—'cette blessure qu'il nefaut paslaisser se
cicatriser, mais qui doit demeurer toujours doul eureuse et saignante,
cette blessure au contact de 1'affreux redite’

A poem is not first conceived and then expressed; a poem in the
making discovers itsdf to the poet. A poem is ‘expressed’ in the
most vivid sense of that word: it is pressed out of the poet, forced out
of him. "It is, Hopkins notes in ajournal, 'as if the blissful agony or
dress of sdving in God has forced out drops of sweat or blood,
which drops were the world, or asifthelights it at the festival of that
"peaceful Trinity" through some little cranny striking out lit up into
being one "cleave" out of the world of possible creatures.” The poem
(s we have seen) will be a patterned cry and not a discursive

! These lines, surprisingly, appear in Wordsworth's early and bad play, The
Borderers; he later used them, with some expansion, as an epigraph to The White Doe
of Rylestone (1837). Cf. apassagein T. S. Eliot's The Dry Salvages:

For our own past is covered by the currents of action,
But the torment of others remains an experience
Unqualified, unworn by subseguent attrition.

People change, and smile: but the agony abides.
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statement;* it must be an embodiment of feding, not a description
of feding.

Artigtic expression is cathartic, but in a specid way. The work of
art is so made that it shal carry away in its body the intolerable fed-
ing of being immersed in redity. Is that perhaps what the prophet
meant when he sad that 'the fear of God is the beginning of
wisdom'? To possess is to destroy; redity is so much more powerful
than any person that to possess redity isto be destroyed.? To escape
from redlity is not difficult; but the poet seeks to incarnate redlity, by
becoming a medium through which that reality may pass. And this
perhaps is what is meant by saying that a poet is 'inspired’; for it is
redity, and not merely his own 'experience or states of mind, that
he expresses. His action might be caled Escape—the opposite of
escape; for he resolves the paradeigmatic feeling by a closer and closer
identification with the event; by holding the event to himself he
clarifies the feeling of that event as minutely and accurately as he can.
If the process is to be cathartic, the expression must assume form—
a form growing from within itself and self-bounded, to correspond
with the form of the feeling. In this activity the poet discovers to
himself the redity in which he is immersed, and extricates himself
from it. The'images of memory’', steeped in feeling, are the psychic
raw materials which assume form; and the indelible and physica
mark of redlity is rhythm. By transmuting the paradeigmatic event
into rhythmic language, the poet passes from a state of tension to
a dtate of luminous contemplative arrest, and on to that cathartic
repose in which the sdfis emptied, annihilated, remade. He transfers
the 'feeling of redity' to a unified system of images; these bear as
precissly as may be the same intensity and pattern as that single
intricate feeling. In this way the poet disengages himselffrom reality.

* * *

! Thisis astrue of a poem like Paradise Lost asit is of alyric; for Milton's theme, his
felt vison', is embodied in the whole poem and is not to be identified with the
programme offered inthetitle or in the long opening sentence.

& A passage in Kierkegaard's Journal for May 1842 reads ‘... And it was the
ddlight of his eyes and his heart's desre. And he stretched forth his hand and took hold
ofit, but he could not retain it; it was offered to him, but he could not posessit das,
_for it wasthe delight of his eyes and his heart's desire. And his soul was near to despair,
but he chose the greater suffering, of losing it and giving it up, to the lesser, which was
to posess it without right; or to spesk more truly ... he chose the lessr suffering of
being without it rather than to possess it at the cogt of his peace of soul... and strange
to relae, it came to pass that it was for his good.'
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By concentrating upon the perceptual character of paradeigmatic
experience | may have given the impression that such experience can
only develop when materiad objects are actualy present to vivid
perception. But poetry is very rarely the spontaneous overflow of
powerful feelings in situ; there is dways a certain ‘psychic distance
between any event and the poem which dramatically reconstructs it.
It is an advantage .that, as in Wordsworth's case, the 'emotion’ be
'recollected in tranquillity'; the paradeigmatic event is then liberated,
and given a distinctively energetic freedom, by being separated from
the accidenta sequence of any actual event.

Srange; but the man who made the song was blind;
Yet, now | have considered it, Ifind
That nothing strange;. . .

This second instance of paradeigmatic experience is not in any im-
portant respect different from experiencein response to things actually
perceived; for even a the most rudimentary level in perception, the
poet's feelings have started to refer themselves to language and re-
membered images. In both cases the perceptua and sensory centre
standsfirm; and from this avitaly important feature of poetry isto be
understood. When the imagination comes into resonance with some
commanding passion, the 'images of memory' orient themselves, like
iron filingsin a magnetic field; they form clusters and congtellations,
the appropriateness and significance of which the poet tests and
discovers in the critica activity of composition. Similarly, a paradeig-
matic event orients itself upon one or more focal entities—or not so
much upon, asthrough these objects—whether actually present or only
present 'to the mind's eye. The central object itsdf may not be
particularly significant in any other context; yet in the paradeigmatic
event it assumes a strange luminousness, as though it wee the lens
through which the light of redity were being focused to a sharp
point, or an eectrode through which the energy of the prehended
redlity were flowing in. When an object assumes this central position
it retains in memory a high charge of feeling. And it is these objects
which become symbols, when separated from actua incidents, and
enriched by repeated contemplation and thought, they become the
foci of feeling and vaue in the poem. Poetic images differ from

! Cf. Yeats, Preface to W. T. Horton, A Book of Images (1898): ‘A person or a
landscapethat is a part of a story or a portrait evokes but so much emotion as the story
or the portrait can permit without loosening the bonds that make it astory or a portrait;
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other images—and particularly from ‘idees—by being (in the sense
just offered) more or less symbolic. If the poet is to extricate himself
from redity, he does so by transmuting his feeling into symbolic
language.

Since feeling includes a recognition of value, and since we attempt
to distinguish most clearly what 'matters most to us, the charge of
feeling upon an image is the index by which we recognize images of
value; it is dso the impulse that urges us to clarify them. But since
our conscious discrimination between feelings is rather coarse, we
aso differentiate images in terms of their sensory character and in-
tensity: we cannot say definitely whether we see most clearly what
most mattersto us, or whether that matters most which we see most
clearly. We need to discriminate our images according to their
sensory quality, because the data for sustained response must be
charges of feeling on something. A charge of feeling not firmly
attached to an image and controlled by it becomes a Tree charge;
it will combine with other 'free’ charges to swell the undirected
stream of energy which | recognize as emotion.' If we distinguish
between images and ideas, we can see why artists constantly strive to
rid themsel ves of emotion; for emotion threatens to take charge when-
ever the content of consciousness is abstract and genera, or when
vaguely realized.

An image receives its charge of fegling-tone in actual perception,
in events of value. In memory the image tends to hold this charge:
the charge may decay, or remain latent for a long period, but an
image can never acquire a charge other than in a perceptua event. A
perceptua event, however, need not be a direct perceptual contact
with the physical world—it may, in the case of a mature person,
but if you liberate a person or landscape from the bonds of motives and their actions,
causes and their effects, and from dl bonds but the bonds of our love, it will change
under your eyes, and become a symbol of an infinite emation, a perfected emotion,
a part of the Divine Essence’

! When we have had some practice in using language, we can discriminate accur-
ately between alarge number of words; and we can respond appropriately to whatever
each word implies, even though we may not be able accurately to define the meaning
of each word. But a word is an image, even though in many cases a neutral image.
And our discrimination among fedlings when they are not attached to words or other
images is at best crude and tentative. This failure in discrimination is quite distinct
from the lack of words to refer to or describe fine shades of meaning; yet the poverty of
knguage in that respect may well reflect this failure in discrimination. It is one thing

to talk about fedings; it is a completely different matter accurately to convey fedingsin
words.
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be a perceptlve contact with a book or poem, a picture or a piece of
music.! Feding-tone is the stamp of redity, however the contact
with redlity be made. Fedling is dways perceptual and physical; that
is, it refersto differentiated sensory images and arouses a widespread
response, both physical and menta. The physica character of the
charged image marks it off from neutral images, ideas, concepts; the
response to these follows a linear pattern very different from the
involute self-circling process of imagination which is unified within
itself at al stages of its development.

* ¥ *

The paradox of symbolic extrication is reveded in works of art in
the way they can combine complexity with precision, vitdity with
subtlety, force with delicacy. Robert Frost notices this paradox in the
prefatory essay to his Collected Poems (1943).

‘Just as the first mystery was how a poem could have a tune in
such a straightness as metre, so the second mystery is how a poem
can have wildness and a the same time a subject that shal be
fulfilled. ... | tel how there may be a better wildness of logic than
of inconsequence. But the logic is backward, in retrospect, after the
act. It must be more felt than seen ahead like prophecy. It must be
arevelation, or a series of revelations, as much for the poet as for the
reader. For it to be that there must have been the greatest freedom of
the material to move about in it and to establish relations in it
;fe]ga(dless of time and space, previous relation, and everything but

inity."

In poetry, sound can interweave with, diffuse, and fortify visua
clarity; gentleness of fedling and ironic astringency are not incom-
patible; violent variations in pace, rhythm and texture, trangitions
from sight to sound and touch, and from sound to meaning, can be
fused into single fluent utterance. Conflicting and inharmonious
elements can combine by resonance simultaneously to engage severd
levels of awareness. And when this occurs there is a sense of inevit-
ability, of Brightness—that hereismanifested exceptiona penetration,

Y In such cases the charge of fedling is carried over from the writer to the reader
through the mediation of the printed book, the spoken poem, the played music, etc.;
but it is nonetheless perceptual in character. In any case the person whose images tend
to be charged, whose memory is richly stored, and his attitude attuned in a cregtive
and contemplative direction, must aso be acutely susceptible to perceptua experience,
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clarity, richness, a redity beyond the 'red lifeé normaly accessible to
us, and that it could not have been expressed otherwise. But rhythm
is the great compulsive physica centre around which dl this tense
and random diversty takes form. And symbolic extrication, the
fina phase of incarnating an event of redlity, is itsdf a rhythmic
activity, a movement back and forth between the contemplative and
the technical, between fashioning and criticizing, between synthesis
and andyss.

Anaysis and synthesis are not—asis commonly supposed—mirror-
images of each other; they aretwo activities different inkind. Analysis
(in the sense now commonly used) is a process for abstracting and
comparing ideas, a process which destroys the intricate internal re-
lations of an event of reality. The products of analysis can be pieced
together into a schema (Kant's word), a diagram of abstractions, but
not into a synthesis. Synthesis is rhythmic, self-formed, integrating;
al its elements are sustained in vital connection. Analysis can enrich
successve syntheses; but no amount of analysis can produce a syn-
thesis. Anaysisis of ideas; synthesis is a direct grasp of any event or
agpect of redlity in unified complexity. It isthe pre-eminent function
of the artist to achieve synthesis.

The full poetic rhythm, centred upon perceptual and contempla
tive experience, swinging from synthesis to analysis and back to
synthesis, arises only out of paradeigmatic experience. Once the
artistisimmersed in reality—not from choice only but aso by reason
of his individua constitution—he must withdraw again into the
everyday world; for redity is intolerable. To make a work of art is
for the artist an urgent and clamorous need: it is his only means of
withdrawing from reality, and the work of art faithfully—ruthlessly
—madeisthe only condition of his returning into contact with reality
again.

Rarely outside artistic activity or mystical experience is a full
rhythm of analysis and synthesis achieved. The practicd or the tech-
nicd man, limited by the poverty of his perceptual experience, his
mind oriented to a limited pattern of response, seldom if ever moves
out of the analyticd cycle: abstraction, classification, generdization,
and the congtruction of abstract schemata.

... one watches, starves, freezes, and sweats,
To know but Catechismes and Alphabets
Of unconcerning things, matters offact.

12



SYMBOLIC EXTRICATION

When a mind does bresk out of the anaytica cycle to engage in a
more contemplative activity in science or philosophy and wrest from
redity (let us say) a fresh analogy—then we have a Newton, a
Darwin, an Einstein, a Bergson, a Whitehead, a Sherrington. On
those rare excursions of discovery their vision is not merely intuitive
but paradeigmatic; no matter what analyss may have contributed,
the true discovery is aways a synthesis.

The artigt, to be sure, has the best of both worlds; but only at the
cost of maintaining a delicate balance between conflicting claims
upon his attention, continual threats upon the virginity of his re-
sponses. Isolated artists, Augustin Cochin observes, 'have survived,
but like rocks battered by the sea of banality and ignorance, not like
great trees in the forest/ The indstent clamour of practicaity will
importune his alegiance or his reaction, drawing him into one world
or the other—into a world of make-believe, or into a world of
technical fantasy. Ifit were not S0, the artist would not have to assert
his clam to integrity, dways firmly, at times with brutal arrogance:
for the casualties are heavy.

* * *

The technical problem for the artist then is to transmute a complex
dtate of feeling into his chosen physica medium—in the case of the
poet, into language. Artists seldom trouble their heads about the
theory of this transmutation: they usually work until they feel that the
result is 'right’; and on the whole works of art seem to be better made
in this untheoretical way. Philosophers (until quite recently) have
spoken as though the first step towards expresson must be a trans-
lation of'sense data into ideas; and this error is inclined to persst
because poetry seems to be more intelligible and accessible than it
really is But poetry does not make prepositional or discursive argu-
ments; it does not describe; neither isit an exposition. Poetry isacry
uttered out of the heart of redity, and athough usually an intricately
articulated cry its internal connections are other than the connections
that can exis among idess. | have attempted to show how the artist
transmutes his feings into expressive terms before ideas referring to
those fedings have been constructed; and how in the process of
composition he extricates and didtils their particular 'sgnificance
and relevance from these words, rhythms, and clusters of images.
Symbolic transmutation cannot be completed—the fedings cannot
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be finaly embodied in word-images—without some intellectual and
critical activity; but it cannot occur at dl unless there has been some
initiad prelogica transmutation.

In the fina dages of the poetic process, in the actual process of
composition when the 'relevant’ images are evoked, sdected, and
articulated, two unifying principles command the process—the single
unifying passon which is the integrity of the event of redity, and
'yle which is the persona integrity of the poet. At this point in the
discussion of symbolic extrication we pass from the sphere of psycho-
logy to the realm of criticism—from an attempt directly to describe
psychic processss, to an attempt to infer activity from the physical
manifestations of it in the poem. But there is another reason why
criticism properly enters at this sate. There are some psychic pro-
cesss which are purely mechanicd and spontaneous; but poetic
process is different from al these because it aways involves the
person and not simply an organism. Accessible only to contempla
tion, value enters the process—if it is to enter at al—at the radica
level of perception. And since this element of value must be sustained
throughout the poetic process, the activity is inevitably centred upon
the person. This is so even in the phase of imagination which seems
most purely spontaneous and undirected. Throughout the period of
gedtation, sometimes in consciousflashes, but more often in the dark
broodings of subconsciousness, the person has 'lain in the soil and
criticized the worm'. At no leve is the process innocent of selection
and direct judgment. Any particular cycle of the process iswhat it is
because it has occurred in this individual and unique person; not
because he is an organism with certain peculiarities but because he
Is aperson of unique nature, avareness, and concern. In the fina
sage of composition, however, the poet is seeking to discover a
system of images to embody his grasp of redity—by quiet passvity,
by dainty stimulation, by fastidious selection, and by the grace of
that curiosafelicitas which Coventry Patmore caled ‘careful luck'.

1 Cf. two passages in Paul Vdey's Note-Book Bigio. To benefit from the lucky
accident. The true writer abandons his idea to the benefit of another that comes to
him while seeking the words for the one desired, by those very words. He finds that
he has become more potent, even more profound through this unexpected game of
words—whose value, however, he sess a once.... And he passes for profound and
creative—having been only a lightning-swift critic and huntsman.' The mind is luck.
| mean that the very sense of the word, mind, contains, amongst other things, dl the
meanings of the word, luck. Its laws are acted out, mimicked by this lack [? of law].
But it is more profound, more stable, m 4.ntl mate than any known, conscious law,
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And this phase of which so many artists of dl kinds have given
moving witness—the final agony of turning blood into ink—may
properly be regarded as criticism.

Any law | think out is unstable, restricted, congtrained.” Gerard Manley Hopkins
smilarly observed in one of hisjournals: 'Chance then isthe évépyeia, the stress, of
the intrinsic possibility which things have
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A NOTE ON TOYNBEE'S DOCTRINE OF
WITHDRAWAL-AND-RETURN

It takes more courage to suffer than to act, more courage toforget than to remember.,
KIERKEGAARD

Mr Arnold J. Toynbee's doctrine of Withdrawal-and-Return shows
mterestl ng points of smilarity with the scheme of Symbolic Extrica:
tion.! The process of Withdrawal-and-Return he considers to be
reveded most distinctly in mystical experience, inthe movement from
action to ecstasy and back to action: 'a disengagement and temporary
withdrawa of the cregtive personality from his socid milieu, and
his subsequent return to the same milieu transfigures. He quotes
Bergson'sLes Deux SourcesdelaMoraleet delaRiligon: 'Inour eyes,
the culmination of Mysticism is an entry into contact, and in
consequence a partial coincidence, with the creative effort that is
manifested by Life. . . .' He concludes that 'This movement... is
somethingthatischaracterigtic of Lifein generd’, and citestherhythm
of fertility which is a central feature in primitive religions and which
St Paul in his account of the life after death uses for illustration in
I Corinthians xv. Toynbee places the emphasis upon the half-phase
of Return, upon the re-emergence into cregtive socid activity: 'The
return is the essence of the whole movement, as well as its find
cause/ But clearly the process as process must be considered in a
complete rhythmic cyde: and in this aspect (athough Toynbee does
not make the point as clearly as Bergson) the rhythmic character of
the process is the stamp of life.

Withdrawal-and-Return, in Toynbee's view, is nothing if not a
creative activity; indeed it is the creative activity whereby civilizations
grow and mature. But hisinterest in the growth and decay of civiliza-
tions places the emphasis amost exclusively upon socid action—
action which is predominantly practical and technical. (A similar
emphasis commands Plato's not-very-serious discussion of poetry in
The Republic.) Consequently hisinquiry doesnot penetrate below the
broader biographica patterns of individual experience?

Yn A Sudy of History, Ill, 248-63, Mr Toynbee offers his generd theory of
Withdrawal-and-Return, and in the same volume illustrates it in a number of short
blogrephmﬁ (pp. 263-332) and in certain sodid developments (pp. 332-77).

% Toynbee's neglect of artistic process leads him to discuss twentieth-century art in
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The doctrine of symbalic extrication, on the other hand, regards
poetic process as the fundamental psychic process in art, and in dl
knowing which is not technical; the emphasis is then upon the half-
phase of transfiguration, or immersion in redity. For the artist thisis
the important half-phase, because his works of art must grow out of
this part of his experience. But as man, as socid man, the artist must
‘return’ from his vison, his ecstasy, his immersion in redity as a
condition ofsurvival; and the return is dso the gage of his survival as an
atist. The only way he can return is to transfer his experience of
immersion to a physical artefact: and that is his half-phase of ‘actior,
his return to the socid world. But the socid world (as | suggested
earlier) is paradoxicaly an abstract world because of the logic of
man's practica situation.

The atigt's problem of transmuting his paradeigmatic experience
into a physicad medium is very much like the mystic's problem of
trandating his vision into intelligible mundane terms. The artist as
artist is, however, 'detached': the practica application of his work is
incidental and no concern of his; it works itsdlf out only through the
power that art may exert in integrating those who can experience it.
(Even Kipling mentions 'the detachment of the true artiss who
knows that he is but the vessdl of an emotion whence others not he,
must drink'.) Art can strengthen and purify, but not by the direct
will of the artist: for the artist's 'action’ within the poetic rhythm will
be contaminated by any specific practica purpose. Disnterested
action devoid of practical intention is the paradox of the artigt's life:
it explains why artistic processes and values cannot be accounted for
in the logic of practicality; it dso explains why the artist is a socid
anomaly when not a socia necessity.*

a very cursory manner. In describing the decay and barbarization of contemporary art
(IV, 51:6) he seems not to recognize any digtinction between proletarian commodity-
art and sncere credtive art; nor between the reasons for the mass popularity of vulgarized
barbaric art and the reasons why serious credtive artists of the last two generations have
made a careful study of primitive artistic expression. This is strangely a variance with
Tqynbeés postukte of a creative minority and an apathetic mass. - _

Jacques Maritain, in Art and Poetry, cites Dodtoievski as evidence that it is possble
to "know that what you write will have an effect” without curbing on that account
your art and thought'. Gide had observed that Dogtoievski 'retains, in face of human
redity, a humble, submissive attitude; he never forces, he never diverts the event toward
himsdf'."Wdl and good,' Maritain remarks. 'Thisis to say that his art does not give
way, while he uses it for his God.'

Thereisadgtriking passagein Vdery's Da Vinci on this matter of detachment. 'Since
to write should be to be, to congtruct, as solidly and as precisdy as one possibly can, the
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In discussing the 'Process of Disintegration’ (V1, 170-1) Toynbee
returns to the theme of Withdrawal-and-Return, by distinguishing
between Detachment and Transfiguration: 'While Detachment is a
smple movement of sheer withdrawal, Transfiguration is a com-
pound movement whose best is likewise a withdrawa but whose
second begt is a return.’ Detachment, being arhythmic, cannot be
‘cregtive. But when Toynbee states that the 'difference between an
act of withdrawal and an act of withdrawal-and-return is not a
difference between one road and another but merely a difference in
the number of sages traversed’, he seems to have logt sight of the
rhythm. As| have attempted to show, the differenceis absolute: it is
the difference between life and death, between poetry and apathy.
Also, in a smaler sensg, it is the difference between Fancy and
Imagination: the one linear and ideational; the other rhythmic and
integrative. It is not the difference between work produced ‘by the
mind' and work produced 'by the imagination’. It is the difference
between a sngle disspating linear movement which, having no sdlf-
determinate end, never turns back to complete itsdlf; and a complex
rhythmic sdlf-enclosing movement which completes itsdf at the end
of each rhythmic cycle. Linear progress offers afalseinterpretation of
human history because it represents an arhythmic movement—a
movement neither of life nor of mordlity.

machine of language in which the released activity of the spirit spends itsdlfin conquer-
ing an opposed redity, a writer must become detached from himsdf. It is only and
grictly when detachment is achieved that the whole man becomes author. Everything
dseis merdy part of a part of him, escaped, it is not part ofhimself. Between the emoation
or the initid intention and those find forgetfulnesses, disorders, vaguenesses which are
inevitable results of thought, his business is to introduce the contrarinesses that he has
cregted, S0 that, interposed, they shal st some regenerating action and independent
exigence againg the transent nature of interior phenomena.
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Science and Potic

High on some mountain shelf
Huddle the pitiless abstractions bald about the necks.
W. B. YEATS

N Chapter V a distinction was drawn between the contempla-

tive and the theoretica ways of mind; and | said that the distinc-

tion would assume importance a a later stage. Each way of
mind revedls itsdf in a particular use of language. And since the
dominant way of mind at present is technical the discussion of poetic
language will be greatly clarified if we can first establish our views
upon the technica use of language.

Coleridge justly observed that the antithesis of poetry is science.
By this| take him to mean that the scientific mind is the antithesis of
the poetic mind. The antithes's to a poem, however, is not prose
smply, but technical or scientific prose. The complete range of prose
includes every conceivable shade of intension and feding: a one
extreme that ‘other harmony' which (without being 'purpl€) legiti-
mately claims the status of poetry; at the other extreme the prose of
scientific expostion and description. But the technica pole exerts
much the more powerful influence over the sphere of prose—an
influence which Ezra Pound finds destructive. ‘'Most good prose
arises, perhaps, from aningtinct of negation; is the detailed, convinc-
ing analysis of something detestable; of something which one wants
to eiminate. Poetry is the assertion of a positive, i.e. of desire, and
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endures for a longer period. Poetic satire is only an assartion of this
postive, inversaly, i.e. as of an opposite hatred.' At first sght this
might seem to be the angry bias of an anti-rational poet. But if
technica prose is indeed the antithesis of poetry, and if poetry is in
some sense 'cregtive, science can be expected to show a desire for
negation; it will not be content to describe and explain but will dso
sk to explan avay. And if, as | have clamed, a difference of
intention in the writer will leave an inddible mark upon his syle,
we can expect to find that technical language has a very distinct
character. For the time being it is enough to remember that the
function of poetic language is neither to describe nor to explain.
Poetry may be caled the expression of an unusual state of awareness.
Poetry always implies awareness of something; but that something is
never in the end merely a distinguishable object or notion. Herein
rests the untrandlatability of poetry.

Technical prose starts from a selected position or idea—a premiss,
assumption, postulate, or established doctrine—and proceeds by a
series of logically correct steps to a desired conclusion.” Ifthe premiss
be accepted, and the logic is flawless, the conclusion is inescapable.
The problem for the technica writer is to prevent the reader's
attention and judgment from wandering out of the logica path he
has plotted for it. His solution is, to avoid ambiguity and emotional
tone. This is the sort of thing that happens.

"The interaction of reflexes has been here so far spoken of chiefly
in regard to the find common path, as if the arcs of reflexes met at
thefinal common path only. But, as stated above, reflex-arcs, egped-
aly the longer ones and those commencing in receptors far apart,
converge and meet to some extent before they reach ther final
common path. The receptive neurones, i.e. private paths of the
receptors, usually—perhaps aways—reach internuncia paths which
inturn conduct and converge to final paths or to further internuncia
paths. The internuncia paths are thus themselves in various degrees
common to groups of receptive neurones impinging upon them.
They are therefore themsdlves, to some extent, common paths.’ (Sir
Charles Sherrington, The Inttgratm Action of the Nervous System
(1947), p. 147)

Or consder a passage of expository description:

The very peculiar spicules of the holothurian Synapta, where a

! The scope of this inquiry does not warrant a distinction between expository and
ratiocinative prose.
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tiny anchor is pivoted or hinged on a perforated plate, are a puzzle
indeed; but we may at least solve part of the riddie. How the hinge
isformed, | do not know; the anchor gets its shape, perhaps, in some
such way as we have supposed the "amphidiscs' of Hyalomena to
acquire their reflexed spokes, but the perforated plate is more com-
prehensible. Each plate starts in a little clump of cdls in whose
boundary-walls calcareous matter is deposited, doubtless by adsorp-
tion, the holes in the finished plate thus corresponding to the cels
which formed it. Close-packing leads to an arrangement of Sx cells
round a central one, and the normal pattern of the plate displays this
hexagona configuration. The calcareous plate begins as a little rod
whose ends fork, and then fork again; in the same inevitable trinodal
pattern which includes the "polar furrow" of the embryologists.'
(D'Arcy Wentworth Thompson, On Growth and Form (1942),
pp. 686-7.) . N

Both these passages admirably fulfil their purpose: they are per-
fectly clear, unambiguous, and free of emotional tone. There is no
difficulty in understanding either passage; but most of us would need
some sort of glossary of hard words, because few of the key-words
in these passages are legal tender in lay circles. Technical words can
be used in this single-track manner because they are designed to
be words of a single meaning: as soon as their references begin to
multiply they become unsuitable in technical prose unless they can
be carefully defined and qualified for particular use. Here is another
example of technical prose—this time taken from a philosophical
work.

'Propositions, commonly statements asserting that something has
or has not a certain characteristic, are often usefully taken as the
"bricks’ out of which any structure of reasoning or argument is to
be built; the relation of Implication between propositions or groups
of propositions is then a structural property whose assessment can
contribute to our judgments of truth. It is of the fina emerging pro-
position itsdf that "truth” or "fasity” might be predicated, but it is
seldom possible to make such a decision unambiguously about many
modern scientific propostions, the multifarious qualifications of
truthfulness have given rise to the whole assemblage of difficulties
in interpreting scientific explanations of Nature." (Martin Johnson,
Science and the Meanings of Truth (1946), 82.)

These passages exhibit the sdient features of technical prose.
Nouns predominate and carry most of the emphasis. consequently
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most of the verbs are passve, intrangtive, or parts of the verb ‘to be.
The intense effort to focus each single word into one unambiguous
meaning suppresses thevigour of the verbsand produces doublenouns
(like 'reflex-arc’) in preference to nouns modified by adjectives. This
dominance of the static noun and passive verb removes al muscle
and movement from the sentences. The sentences form patterns of
abgtracts, and if the sentence is unduly long we lose our way, forget
some of the pieces, and haveto turn back again. This, rather than the
recondite vocabulary, makes the more obscure reaches of science and
philosophy an arduous desert for the layman. Technical prose neither
engages sympathy nor compels attention: you haveto be'interested in
the subject’ if you are to read much ofit.

Idess lack fedling-tone, either because they are conceptual in origin
(arising in abstractive and generalizing modes of thought), or
because they are images which have lost their charge of feeling by
being introduced into a conceptual process. Ideas do not carry within
themselves the charges of feeling that make images cohesive and
energetic, mutually attractive and mutually selective; they cannot
arouse imagination to that resonant state from which a work of art
is brought to birth. Ideas and formulae, being either latent or overt
propositions, are arhythmic and do not seek a form of their own:
they can be illustrated, but they cannot be embodied." On aesthetic
grounds we distrust the logically impeccable system, the argument
that ‘leaves one cold, the 'dull' book or person, the 'mathematical’
music, 'uninspired’ speech, 'dry' painting, any work that is no more
than a triumph of technique: these are the product of ideas, and do
not convince us that they arise from an unusual state of fegling or

! The word idea has been used in so many different senses—even as a synonym for
the imaginative donnte or germ—that it is difficult to hold it to such a specific meaning.
Few philosophers, however, alow the word to be separated from some such meaning
as 'a unit in conceptua thinking'. At many points in her book The Nature of Meta-
physical Thinking Miss Dorothy Emmet approaches the view that al modes of know-
ledge may be referred to a primitive 'non-propositional knowing'; but whenever the
word 'ided turns up she withdraws from that position, presumably because in the back
of her mind she conceives an 'ided to be a unit for conceptual thinking and therefore
cannot dlow it to be a unit in a process of 'non-propositiona knowing'. See for
example pp. 19, 78, 95. But a passage on p. 207 shows that she is fully aware of the
importance of this problem, and perhaps dso of the need for some fresh terms. 'The
posshilities of so entering into responsive awareness of other people and of things
that we are conscious of their beingin their own right is a question on which those
who are thinking with discernment about the nature of "non-propositional knowing"
may be able to throw light.'
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awareness. A good novelis writing about a dull person or a dull
life, however, does not write a dull book: the dullness he embodies
will beafelt dullness taken up into the writer's imagination, experi-
enced, and made redl; the result might be oppressive, but not dull.
On the other hand, wit and fancy, though characteristically con-
ceptua, can endow work with a specid quality of excitement—abut
only when they arise from an excited, amused, irreverent recognition
of hitherto unrecognized connections in things. And this is perhaps
the only case where ideas play a prominent role in art. We see it in
some of the work of Donne, Pope, Swift, and Joyce, in the intricate
texturing of Henry Jamess novels, and in some of George Eliot's
work; itis a central feature of'metaphysical’ poetry; when combined
with persistent intellectual power it becomes that quality of irony—
'safety in derison’ is Yeass phrase—whlch T. S. Eliotjudged to be
the gage of artistic permanence.! But even when the excitement is
‘only verbal' or 'only intellectud’, a poem requires that the excite-
ment be embodied: and this embodiment ideas can never attain,
SC|ent|f|c prose, however, is not lad writing—except in its debased
forms.? It is a distinct species of writing determined by that posture
of mind which | have cdled ‘technica’. And this sort of writing is to
be distinguished by the writer's intension and not ssmply by the kind
of words he chooses. His intension is characterized by a conscious
desire to convince his reader by unambiguous exposition, descrip-
tion, argument; he fulfils this purpose by concentrating upon mean-
ing and by making his words refer 'objectively' only to meaning and
not to feeling. Because of this conceptua emphasis, a sentence in
scientific prose tends to become a diagram of semantic units joined
together by prepositions and conjunctions to indicate their func-
tional relations. The form of these diagrams is imposed deliberately
by the writer and does not arise internally from the 'thought'. The
reader does not grasp such a sentence as a whole, but moves aong

! For the intellectual quality of irony, see Ezra Pound's statement (Make it New
(1934), P.171) 'Theironist is one who suggests that the reader should think, and this
process being unnatural to the magjority of mankind, the way of the ironica is beset
with snares and with furze-bushes.'

2 |In the pseudo-sciences—some kinds of psychology, much literary and art criticism,
mogt sociology, and practicaly al technical discussions of the theory of education—the
typical features of technica prose can be seen in a grotesque debility. Technical and
semi-technicd terms (many of them of questionable parentage) proliferate like ajungle
growth; and verbose formulae come to be used, not functionaly, but as linguitic
union-cards.
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the sentence—like a fly crawling over a building ‘with animalcular
feet'—fitting together by inference from fragmentary evidence the
design of the whole diagram.

Words, however, are not detached units of meaning;, nor can
single words be distributed into two classes—'untoned' (good) and
‘emotiveé (bad). All words are emotive, inasmuch as every sngle
word can and must evoke some responsive feeling otherwise it could
not even 'mean’ in that very cold and specific way that science seems
to demand. For perfectly legitimate methodologica reasons, scientists
srive to respond to their subject-matter in a purely conceptual and
‘objective’ way. The slent postulate for any piece of scientific des-
cription or analysis is. ‘Let us suppose that a human being can so
suppress his responsive feelings for things that he can become an
impersonal recording instrument.’ When awriter attempts to describe
with complete scientific accuracy and detachment, his language—
ideally speaking—will be a successon of utterly untoned abstrac-
tionsto which areader or listener can respond only in that subliminal
date of feeling where he 'grasps the meaning’, but is not aware of any
transfer of feeling; for feeling is not, and should not be, transferred
here—except possibly as the secondary excitement of'interest' in the
material.

But that 'interest in the subject’ is for technica writing the thin end
of the poetic wedge. The very finest scientific prose—whether of
description, exposition, or argument—is toned in extremely subtle,
amost indiscernible, ways by the author's passionate concentration
upon his materid Sr Kenneth Clark discusses this point as it
touches painting: and one would suppose that in painting the acme
of precise scientific objectivity could be achieved. He is thinking Of
a Vermeer canvas in which ‘the rendering of atmosphere reached
apoint of perfection that for sheer accuracy, has never been surpassed'.

‘This unique work is certainly the nearest which painting has ever
come to a coloured photograph. Not only has Vermeer an uncannily
true sense of tone, but he has used it with an dmost inhuman detach-
ment. He has not alowed any one point in the scene to engage his
interest, but has st down everything with a complete evenness of
focus. Such, at leadt, is our first impression of the picture, and the
bass of its popularity with those who do not normally care for
painting. But the more we study the View of Delft the more artful it
becomes, the more carefully calculated its design, the more consistent
al its components. No doubt truth of tone adds to our delight, but
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this could not sustain us long without other qualities, and perhaps
could not, by itsdelf, have reached such a point of perfection, for the
mood of heightened receptivity necessary to achieve it cannot be
isolated from that tension of spirit which goes to the crestion of any
great work of art.* It would be difficult to demonstrate in a single
passage of prose exactly the degree of compelling veracity and secret
passion that informs Vermeer's Delft: most probably it could best
be detected in historical writing—in a passage such as the following
from G. M. Trevelyan's English Social History (p. 440):

"The [Scottish] parish church, with its roof of turf or thatch, was
a small and tumble-down building; it had no mediaeva splendours
or amenities, and would in England have been deemed more fitted
for a barn. In the country churches there were seldom pews, except
for the elders and a few privileged families. Most men and women
stood during the service, or ese sat on "cregpies’, stools such as that
with which Jennie Geddes had marked her disapproval of the
Prayer Book sarvice. Yet the hard, ill-furnished room was crowded
every Sabbath for two services of three hours each by a congregation
of whom many had come on foot long miles across the moor. So
smal was the space inside the church that an overflow of the pious
was often crowded out into the churchyard, where the Bible was
read to them by a lad put upon a tombstone.'

Such a shaping spirit of discreet accuracy and rapt detachment
informs al the best technica prose. What is not generally recognized
is that scientific language, in its attempt to arrive a the stability of
mathematics, is the farthest limit to which language can responsibly
be pressed and gtill communicate meaning. The primary function of
language is to communicate between human beings. The problem
of communication can never be solved because a its fullest it implies
communion, some mutua identification of the persons. Only the
deceptive search for 'scientific objectivity' could have suggested that

! Landscape into Art (1949), pp. 32-3. Cf. Adrian Stokes, Art and Science: A study
of Alberti, Piero delta Francesca and Giorgiont (1949), pp. 16-17: 'A measuring of
phenomena served the humanism of that age [the fifteenth century] to the end of supreme
art, an art which therefore embraced, incorporated science. Behind Alberti's view of
painting there lodged, of course, the Platonic idea of Absolute Beauty whose rules and
regulationswereto be appropriated. An aesthetic, drunk with outwardness, blindtoany
psychologica consideration, which would seem, if gpplied to present-day circumstance,
ether jgjune or derile, mydic at best, was the impresson and the means in the early
Renaissance of a sublime exuberance, of man's most comprehensive attempt to rule the
universe with the leest withdrawa from %Norld of the senses. In art it has eternity.’
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language has an existence and mechanism of its own, that it can
be turned into a quasi-mathematical system of cyphers. The radical
situation for language is intercourse between two persons, an'l-Thou'
relation. The scientific convention starts by ignoring this relation.
And (as John Macmurray has pointed out in a recent aticle), ‘If the
quest for a pure objectivity in statement could succeed, it would
achieve a pure meaninglessness. A purely objective statement would
have to be made by nobody to nobody."'

* * *

In recent years—and especidly in the work of L A. Richards—
much has been made of the distinction between 'emotive’ and 'un-
emotive' language; and the rumour has got about that the language
of poetry is emotive and the language of science is rigoroudy un-
emotive. We have seen that good writers of technical prose are a
great painsto avoid rhetoric and to preclude an emotional response
to their writing. All that this tells us, however, is that emotion is
subversive of the scientific spirit. But emotion is dangerous currency
inany sphere of life, and it does not follow that, because science seeks
to be unemotive, poetry must be an affair of the emotions.

The trouble is that the term 'emotive' has not been closaly enough
examined. | have dready suggested that emotion consists of Tree
charges of feeling—charges of feeling which are neither attached to
images nor controlled by them. We have aso seen that when words
and images are abstracted and taken up into a conceptua process
they lose the charge of perceptual feeling which is the stamp of value
and redity. Charges of feeling, when firmly attached to images in a
pattern, induce a minutely ordered response; Tree emotions discharge
a random. When language is not controlled by afinely articulated
pattern of feeling, a reader or listener is at liberty to respond in an
entirely personal manner, according to the accidents of his own
memory, interests, and associaions. that is, an emoti onal response is
invited, a response not controlled by the context.? The technical

! John Macmurray, 'Some Reflections on the Analysis of Language, Philosophical
Quarterly val. | (1951) 319-37-

Suppose for example, that in the course of a viadlin concerto the solo instrument
makes noises like the bagpipes. A listener who has enjoyed an unhappy love affair
in Scotland may be roused by this sound to indulge a personal reverie over his amatory

experience. Yet the music itsdf has nothing to do with Scotland (I have Glazounov's
violin concerto in mind)—and probably not with bagpipes ether.
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writer cannot tolerate such ‘trigger-reponses of emotion: they can
too eesly digract attention from what is in any case amost im-
possble to read. Neither can the poet tolerate an uncontrolled
emotional response; but he can at least be sure that a'good' reader's
responses will be controlled by the poem. The scientist knows that
his writing cannot control the reader's response; dl he can do is to
remove as far as possble every occason of emotiona trigger-
response.

Technicd language may well then be caled 'ideo-emotive’; for
it sarts with ideas and ends—if in any responsive feeling—in an
emotive response. Good technical prose is finely enough controlled
to submerge the emotive response; but the ideo-emotive use of
language is most clearly revealed in bad scientific prose and in senti-
mental verse. Excessive abstraction and generaization can leave the
emotive door open; and so can afailure precisaly to clarify or embody
fedings. Ideo-emative language lends itsef admirably to al kinds of
Specious persuasion—at law, in palitics, in advertising, and al other
forms of propaganda. The emotional appeal of scientific and pseudo-
scientific terms has not been overlooked in advertising; nor has the
power of vaguely hinted socid, sexud, and cultural ‘idedls. Ideo-
logies and Utopian fantasies rely upon a carefully concealed structure
of abstractions and are nourished by exploiting the vulgar response
to a deliberately uncritical use of language. One ofthe primary socid
functions of language is not so much revelation as defence, conceal-
ment, and deception. The 'language of the market-place, seeking to
evoke powerful emotional response for practical purposes, fightswith
bare fists, without any nice regard for subtle shades of feding.
Abstraction is one of its most powerful weapons. Mass hatred and
mass adulation are best generated when the object of hatred or
adulation is absent or not clearly seen—when it is abstracted. The
most dangerous, because the most imprecise and explosive, use of
language always springs from ideas and generates emotion. And
"dnce ideas are the raw materid upon which the technical mind
works, every expresson of the technica way of mind is prone to
uncontrolled emotional response. For this reason good scientific
prose strives to eliminate every possibility of emotive response. And
snce the technical mind requires abstractions as its springboard, it
turns in its perfection to increasing orders of refined abstraction. In
the hands of dl but a few subtle masters of language, it becomes
etiolated, dry, unexciting; and when we do not hold a key to the
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abstract terms, it becomes indlegant and meaningless. The emotive
use of language does not combine or confuse the technical with the
poetic use of language: it perverts the technica use and derives its
power from the technical bias of the ‘ordinary’ use of language. For
the technical use of language, with its strong practical intension, has
conditioned syntax to such a degree that only an extraordinary use
of language will serve a contemplative purpose.

* * *

Poetry, | have maintained, preserves the primitive functions of
language; technical prose represents the latest and most sophisticated
degree of abstraction. The distinction between the ideo-emotive and
the poetic use of language can be demonstrated historicaly. Lan-
guage appears to have developed in three phases which may be caled
the mimetic, the poetic, and the emotive. In the 'mimetic’ phase
words are magical and representative: they stand amost in the
relation of totems to the things they refer to; they carry within them-
sdves something of the stuff of what they refer to and are not com-
pletely separated from them. (Imitative and onomatopoeic words
belong to a later phase of abstraction.) To name an object, and to
repeat that name, gives a magica power over the object. In the
'poetic’ phase the first stage of abstraction has been accomplished.
Particular objects are indicated in a vivid and ‘feding’ manner by
combining in simile and metaphor the 'mimetic’ names which
through eroson have lost both their clarity and their megica
potency. In this second phase language recovers some of its magicad
quality. In the fina 'ideo-emotive’ phase abstraction is complete.
Particular objects can be indicated in generic terms, and abstract
qualities and relations can be expressed directly without reference to
particular objects. These three historical phases—thefirst of which is
only possible in the most primitive state of man—coincide with the
three basic psychic organlzatlons of mind: the ‘indtinctive, the 'con-
templative, and the 'technical'.! From this it appears that the poetic

!1 am indebted to Remy de Gourmont for the term ‘idéo-&matif. In LeProblemedu
Syle he suggedts that al writers can be classified either as visuel (poetic) or idto-tmotif.
| had, before finding this passage, conceived on linguistic and anthropologica grounds
that there were three higtorical phases in the whole process of achieving abdtraction.
Miss Emmet notices that Cassirer in his Philosophic der symbolixhen Formen distinguishes
the same three dtages in the development of thought: these he cdls 'Representative’ (or
'Mimetic)), '‘Andogic, and 'Symbolic' (but using the word 'symbolic' in its mathe-
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use of language which arises from the contemplative mind, is to be
understood directly in actual poems, and not as a modification of the
prose use—whether technical or emative, lords, Gabriel Marce
has observed, ‘are essentidly magicd; it is in the nature of the word,
as such, to evoke a presence. But we have to use words for practica
purposes; <o little by little this magical, evocative power of words
tends to disappear. The function of poetry is that of restoring this
very power to language, but the conditions in which it can be
restored, today tend to become more and more hermetic.’

Technica prose, in satisfying a particular and clearly distinguish-
able attitude of mind, is able to convey ideas by using words as
though they were self-contained nuggets of abstract meaning. But dl
the words in a language cannot be classified into two groups—one
technica and the other poetic. Only in a period of imaginative
debility can one believe that certain words and forms aone are
proper to poetry: it is when vitdity flags—in the individual or in a
society—that formulae are adlowed to substitute for discovery. The
use of formulae in art is death; for dl formulae are of the nature of
ideas. Mallarme once remarked to Deges that poetry is not made
with ideas but with words. Every word carries some charge of fegling,
even though in some cases the charge be subliminal; and every word
can—theoreticaly at least—be made to carry a precise and com-
plicated charge of feeling, provided the time is ripe and the writer
can invent and control an appropriate context. The outstanding
feature of poetic usage is that it explores and exploits the capacity
words have for carrying precise and complicated charges of fedling.
Poetry assumes and affirms the intimate persona character of lan-
guage. The meaning of a poem is not what the words mean, but what
thepoet means—what the | at the centre of the poem means, spesking
passionately to a Thou, to another person intimately engaged. Poetry
IS in some sort a succession of cries uttered out of ‘the desolation
of redlity". In poetry, words and images become vehicles for fedings:
the fedings, under fastidious control, evoke inaccessible ranges of
meaning thereby discovering the 'significance’ and 'meaning' for
the dominant passion. Poetry communicates; but the poet cannot be
much concerned with the way his work will in fact communicate.

matical sense). At the present time this threefold divison is a structural feature of the
mind. It would be difficult to decide whether historical development has imposed
this structure, or whether in interpreting the anthropologica evidence we project that
exiding structure upon the subject-matter.
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But the feding-tone of a sngle word can only be controlled and
determined by a particular context; it does not mean very much to
talk about sngle words in isolaion, because the number and quality
of associdions any single word may have for a Sngle person is an
accidental and personal matter. We need to ask then: what kind of
contexts control our responsive fedings to language? What attitude
of mind induces these contexts, and what attitude of mind gives
access to a comprehensive range of these contexts?

* * E

Artis contemplative, springing from and ever turning towards the
vital immediacy of a reality directly grasped. Scienceis technical, a
means to predictable action—even though, asin theoreticd thinking,
actionisindefinitely suspended; science springs from and ever turns
towards abstraction. Art is concerned with uniqueness, science with
generality. Art, by concentrating upon the individua [uminous
event, points implicitly to the fundamental vauesin ahuman experi-
ence. Science, by concentrating upon classes of events and ignoring
value by technical convention, constructs conceptua categories as
cdlasses of smilar events; it points towards abstract universals or ‘laws,
seeking asingle analogy by which al physical events may be corre-
lated and predicted. Art achieves accuracy by an increasing particu-
larity, distinctness, clarity, which is congtantly referred to redlity.
Science achieves accuracy by stages of increasing abstraction and
generality, by farther and farther separation from a redlity directly
grasped. (The supreme accuracy and trandatability of mathematics
arises from a second degree of abstraction, one degree removed from
empirica generalization.) Science proposes to show what ‘things
and'events are: Art—adopting aless cursory view of metaphysics—
IS content to show what events and thingsfeel like. Artistic writing
is to 'make something' in writing, to ‘write something”: scientific
writing is to 'write about something'. The wide chasm between these
two ways of mind is reveded in the way they use language.

The technical mind |mparts to language a distinctive pattern
which is cdled Loglc The term is frequently taken to mean the
pattern of reasoning’ or of accurate thinking. The word 'logic’ how-
ever is an dided form of the Hellenigtic term # Aepexs) vexmi—the

! The way the meaning of'Logos' has developed from its originad magical sense to
an exclusively technical sense is discussed in Chapter 1X (pp. 179-80).

130



SCIENCE AND POETIC

craft or technique of reasoning. The dison conceds a fact of which
Arigtotle himself was acutely aware: that logic is a means of testing
one's thinking, but is not a direct representation of the act of think-
ing; logic does not represent every mental and psychic activity.
Properly speaking the word ‘logic’ does not mean 'a principle of
coherence'; it is an adjective limiting the term 'method’ or 'technique’.

It may be supposed that when the contemplative mind expresses
itsdlf in language it will require a different mode of coherence from
that used by the technical mind. The terms "poetic logic' and 'logic
of poetry' have been used to indicate the artistic mode of coherence.
The coinage, however, is unhappy: theword'logic'should not appear
at dl in these phrases—not because poets are incapable of reasoning,
but because 'logic' indicates a way of mind and a syntax which are
not proper to poetry and the contemplative mind. | shall therefore use
the term Poetic (on the analogy of Logic—and there is good Aristote-
lean authority for it) to indicate ‘the method of making relations in
art'.

Poetic differs from Logic most markedly in this: it has no rules of
procedure and never can have. Rules belong to the technical and not
to the contemplative way of mind; rules can be applied only ‘from
outside,, but Poetic must grow ‘from within' and determine itself.
Poetic is the precise opposite of the abstract. It is not governed by the
law of non-contradiction because it moves within the world of
redity, and reveals amoral universe where everything is related with
everything dse, where exclusiveisolations are unreal . Poetic fashions
itsdlf to the integral mind when the mind seeks to grasp redity as a
whole. Postic is the mode of synthesis in which entities and events
are grasped and 'expressed’ as total, unified, dynamic, red. In each
instance an appropriate congruity of form must be discovered by the
poet—and incidentally by the reader. In Poetic there are Smiliarities
of effect but no identities; for in redlity every event is unique, and
every poem arising out of an event of redity is unique. Among these
unique events and poems certain abiding principles may be dis-
closed; but it is not the function of poetry to explain these generdlities
even though poetry may be a powerful instrument for pointing to
them. Working from within the event of redity, Poetic establishes
complex relationships which revea events as uniquely occurring in
aperson with avivid history. Inthisintricate task it works by suspen-
son, by seeking and not by expostion: it embraces paradox, seek-
ing it not as pairs of dternatives for choice, but as a fundamental
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antinomy in the structure of redity. Poetic works by tensions and
collisons, by paradox and controlled ambiguity, by conflict,
harmony, and resonance: it goes beyond meaning without abandon-
ing meaning, it fuses the individua elements of a poem without
destroying their individual clarity; by a compulsive but deliberate
forward movement it arrives at a stasis which is the contemplative
expression of that movement.

"Whereas ideas are the starting-point for Logic and the proposition
its smallest articulate element, feeling is the starting-point for Poetic
and the image (or metaphor) is its irreducible unit in language. A
rough table of parallels would run something like this:

Contemplative Way of Mind
Poetic—process of articulation

Word—as charged with fegling, textured,
related with other such words; uncon-
trolled if not in a context.

Image (or Metaphor)

Poem—as synthesis, embodied event
of redity, sef-determinate and sdlf-
bounded form, self-sustaining.

The question of 'truth’ does not arise
directly within the sphere of poetry.

Technical Way of Mind
Logic—process of articulation

Term—as uncontrolled unit of abstract
meaning.

Proposition (or idea)

Abstract diagram of'conclusions (which
wereimplied by premissss), relying for
its vaidity upon relations with pre-
vious conclusons and with anaytic
obsarvations.

The question of‘reality’ does not ariss; the
question is begged or suppressed, or the

answer assumed.
Inasmuch as Poetic expresses itsdf in
verbal language, it submitsto some ex-
tent to the syntax of language, which is
predominantly technical. Other arts do
not suffer this limitation.

* * *

Owing to the dominance of the technical mind in the last three
centuries the notion that Truth is necessarily connected with Logic
has been widely dispersed. Plato, for purposes of argument, main-
tained that poetry was ‘untrue’; and many critics and aestheticians
have found no satisfactory ways of avoiding the conclusion that
because art is illogicd it must be some kind of make-believe. The
difficulty arises over the question of coherence and permanence: the
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logically impregnable general proposition seems to have a permanent
validity which the lyricad poem cannot clam. Dr Johnson—that
great master of Common Sense—seeks to establish the authority of
poetry by rejecting whatever will not survive the test of philosophical
impregnability. 'Nothing can please many, and please long, but just
representations of general nature." More than half-deaf, and more
than half-blind, his response limited almost entirely to the conceptua
aspects of poetry, Johnson does not surprise us with such a date-
ment. But his statement is wrong, if by 'generd truths' he means
universally valid propositions.*

A work of at may evoke, but does not refer to or rely upon,
abstract universals. In science, and most philosophy, nothing is of
interest except as an instance of a general proposition or a universal
principle. In art thisrelation of particular to universal isreplaced by an
indirect relation of individual to universal; for in art an event or entity
isan end in itself, and is treated emphatically as unique, individual,
self-contained. As long as an event is in some sense 'red’, it can be
referred to universals, and the expression arising out of that event
may be referred to universals, but it is not the function of art to do .
And even for thought itself, is thought the only criterion? or should
we inquire into the genesis of particular thoughts to determine their
vaidity? "Thefirst condition of right thought is right sensation— . . .
Ifyou have seen and felt truly, then if God has given you the power
you may be able to think rightly." Can it be that this conviction of
Eliot's is informed by something more serious than a poet's pro-
fessional bias? 'To think? Valery cries To think! it is to lose the
thread.’

Let us consder an actua passage of poetry—some lines from
Shakespeare's KingJohn.

! This is a quintessentially Johsonian statement. Compare these statements, aso
in the Preface to Shakespeare: "The mind can only repose on the stability of truth....
His [Shakespeare's] characters... are the genuine progeny of common humanity, such
as the world will always supply, and observation will dways find. ... In the writings
of other poets a character is too often an individual; in those of Shakespeare it is com-
monly a species’ And again in the Life of Cowley: 'Great thoughts are aways generd,
and consist in pogitions not limited by exceptions, and in descriptions not descending
to minuteness.... Truth indeed is dways truth, and reason is dways reason; they
have an intrinsick and undterable value, and congtitute that intellectual gold which
defies destruction... . The diction of poetry, being the vehicle of thoughts, first
presents itsdlf to the intellectual eye: and ifthefirst appearance offends, a further know-
ledgg is not often sought.”
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Grief fills the room up of my absent child,
Liesin bis bed, walks up and down with me,
Puts on bispretty looks, repeats bis words,
Remembers me of all bisgracious parts,
Suffs out bis vacant garments with bisform;
Then have | reason to befond ofgrief.

Fare you well: badyou such a loss as |,

| couldgive better comfort than you do.—

I will not keep thisform upon my bead,
When there is such disorder in my wit.

O Lord! my boy, my Arthur, myfair son!
My life, myjoy, myfood, my all the world'
My widow-comfort, and my sorrows' cure!’

If obliged to classify this speech one would have to admit that it is an
instance of grief. Yet aswritten, and as an expression of grief, it is not
samply an example of griefin the same way that a battle is an instance
of warlike behaviour. The poet has embodied in words, and has
conveyed to the reader, the feeling-of-this-person (imagined) in this
event (imagined), grieving; he has charged this with his own fedling
for the person and for the event; and the reader knows directly from
those lines what it is to grieve—even though he may never actually
have logt a child nor ever have grieved in exactly that way. The lines
convey the quality of the grief, its significance in an individua event,
its value in a sdf-contained occasion. The more minutely and parti-
cularly the unique event is rendered, the more luminously it implies
the universdity of the universd (in this case, grief) by drawing the
reader into arecreated event of redity. Poetry by a minute singularity
shows the abstract universal in its universal character; philosophy or
science shows it only in its genera character. The value of the Sate-
ment arises, not because it represents a genuine example of grief, but
because it has made universaly vdid a single occason of griev-
ing. Remarking upon his method in writing The Countess Cathleen,
Yeats makes an observation which is very much to the point here:
‘At firg, if it [a play] has psychologica depth, there is a bundle of
ideas, something that can be stated in philosophica terms . . . but
gradualy philosophy is eliminated until at last the only philosophy
audi blerif there is even that, is the mere expression of one character
or another.'

11 am grateful to Professor Louis Arnaud Reid for suggesting this passage for
illustration.
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The uniqueness of the atistic event does not depend upon the
minuteness with which the event is rendered, but upon its being
apprehended as an event of redity. But the perpetua uniqueness of
redity does not require that every event be isolated from every other
event. If we imagine reality as moving and changing in time, it
would not be like a raillway train passing through a successon of
gationsin the night, but something like a comet flying through space
with a huge tail streaming away behind it and a luminous antenna
in front. Many philosophica problems of immortality and love are
bedevilled by the tendency the mind hasto transmutelntensefeellngs
or a sense of supreme value into terms of ti me.! For this reason the
philosophy of Value is of the utmost importance to aesthetics and
criticism: for Vaue occurs only when a. person is engaged in an actua
event of reality, and the duration of the event has no bearing upon the
Value. Once an event of redity has been embodied in a work of art
it is potentially accessible to anybody at any time: only in this sense
has it universal value. But it is accessble as alive event which can
be relived; unlike the general instance of an abstract universd it
arises from, and is capable of reproducing, an event of value. And
in the ever unique and transitory present of art the individual and
universal are indissolubly fused; this is what St Thomas cdled
claritas, the incandescent instant of vison and being.

! Coleridge scribbled a note on the back endpaper of his copy of Fichte's Versuch
ener Kritik aller Offenkarung (1793): 'Intensity & Extensity combinable only by blessed
Spirits—Hence it is that Lovers in their finite state incapable of fathoming the intensity
of their fedings help the thought out by extension, commute as it were—& thus think the
passion as wide in time as it is deep in essence—Hence—auf ewig dein [thine forever]!'
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A NOTE ON IMAGES AND IDEAS

To speak ofimages and ideas as different in kind is a convenience of
language; in fact when we think of an image or an idea we are
postulating an entity in order to describe a process. Inthe sense | have
been using the terms, an image is a perceptua entity which is most
clearly to be understood in artistic activity; an ideais a conceptual
entity which is most clearly to be understood in anaytical thinking.
If an idea is introduced into poetic activity, it takes on something
of the character of an image; and an image in technica activity will
become an idea. The only evidence for the difference is the intro-
spective accounts offered by persons who recognize and can dis
tinguish between the two processes.

Paul Vaery's contrast between poetry and abstract thought (in one
of the essays collected in Variltl v)is worth quoting a length. Of
'poetic emotion’ he writes: 'l, personaly, find the sure sign of its
presence in this fact—that dl the phenomena of normal life, whether
subjective or objective, people, events, feelings, actions, whileremain-
ing seemingly unchanged so far as outward appearance goes, become
suddenly adjusted to the generd modes of my sensitivity in a way
that, though impossible to define, is extraordinarily precise. What
| mean is, that dl these perfectly familiar things and people—or,
rather, the ideas which represent them—in some way change their
value. They become linked in an associative relationship quite differ-
ent from that which obtains in the ordinary contacts of daily life.
They become (if you will forgive the expression) musicalized. Itisas
though they affect one another with a mutual resonance of which
harmony is the prime feature.' Vaéry speaks of ideas changing their
vaue: thisis what | meant by saying that idess dter their character
when they enter into a culture of feding, or into the poetic sphere.
I have noticed that, a other times [that is, when the "poetic emotion”
is not active], some incident, in itself just asinsignificant, has caused
—or seemed to cause—a mental excursion of atotally different kind,
the cutting off of the thinking processes from their daily routine, but
in away that, both in nature and in result, istotaly unlike the poetic
impulse which | have just been describing. For example, some
sudden association of ideas, some andogy, will lay sdge to my
awvareness. | can describe it best by saying that it is like the sound of
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a horn heard deep in a forest. We catch it. We prick our ears. Our
muscles are, as it were, orientated in an entirely new direction. They
become concentrated on some one point in gpace hidden within the
leafy vastness. But this time, what is born is not a poem, but an
impulse to analyse the resultant intellectual ferment, and what
emerges, more or less easlly, while | remain in this state of mind, is
not a set of verses, but some proposition which is destined, thence-
forward, to form part of my menta make-up, some formula which
will become an instrument to be used in the work of intellectud
exploration.’

Two points may be emphasized in this description of abstract
thought, (a) The attention is concentrated upon a distant point,
upon the sound of the horn; this, and the word 'exploration’ recalls
the scientigt's activity, as described in the andogy of the interface.
(V) The outcome of the conceptua experience is the analysis of an
intellectual ferment ending in aformula.

| cannot claim to have expended much energy or resource in
collecting evidence for the difference between conceptua and poetic
thinking. From my own experience | am convinced that the differ-
ence is much as Vaery describes it. But the difference is much less
marked in the beginning of these processes than in their resolution.
The word analysis meant to Aristotle ‘loosening a knot', gently
disentangling a compact and ravelled skein; for the starting-point
even in philosophica thinking is not logicd in form—is not linear,
propositional, or discursive. | have been told by some philosophers
that the starting-point for any of their discoveries has been an inscrut-
able cluster which (as it were) explodes on analysis, many lines of
implication develop outwards simultaneously and may for a long
time conced the point of entry from which dl the threads can be
brought into a linear relationship. Some linesin Donne's Satyre |11
apply equally to philosopher and poet:

On a huge hill,
Cragged, and steep, Truth stands, and bee that will
Reach her, about must, and about must goe;
And what the hills suddennes resists, winne so.*

! Donne is here describing the mental process of discovery and not smply observing
that truth is hard to come by: the lines immediately preceding show this.

To adore, or scorne an image, or protest.
May all le bad; doubt wisdy; in strange way
P.P. 137 M
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One man, whose response to poetry is invariably a series of distinct
coloured eidetic images, has told me that, when he studied philo-
sophy, abstract notions and idess dso presented themsdvesto him as
eldetic images and patterns. | am able to quote part of a letter written
to him by thelate W. G, de Burgh. 'It's curious what you say about
having to trandate dl your thoughts into imagery. ... | was talking
with a great physologist and doctor ... of the difference between
conceptud and image thinking. | scarcely ever visudize anything
clearly, and find it always (or nearly aways) an effort to trandate
poetry when | read it into images. He isjust the reverse, though a
man of Science. Now |I'm sure you can conceive this very different
type of mind, that thinks conceptually despite the contrast with your
own/' These ingtances are examples of an exclusve response: a
poet and 'a man of Science' responding in a sensory manner to con-
cepts, and a conceptual thinker failing to respond in a sensory
manner to poetry. But Vaery experienced both kinds of thinking,
and his sendtive discrimination between them affords impressive
evidence that the ditinction between image and ideais valid as well
as useful.

To stand inquiring right, is not to stray;
To sleepe, or runne wrong is.

Compare Matthew Arnold's statement (Essays in Criticism:  Second Series): 'But
excellence is not common and abundant; on the contrary, as the Greek poet [which
one?] long ago said, excdlence dwells among rocks hardly accessible, and a man must
amogt wear his heart out before he can reach her.'

! From a letter of 23 December 1938; printed by kind permisson of Mrs W. G.
de Burgh and the addressee.
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Metaphor

Pour le vraipoete, la langue n'etjamais assez particulitre; il est oblige d'employer Its mots en les
ripttant pour les Atlivrer de leur setts usuel, use, tropginiral etpour leur conftrtr cefte signification

unique, tvocatrice d'une seule rtaliti spirituelle ires concrete, a quoi il veut atteindre.
ALBERT BeGUIN

HE poet's task, in composing a poem, is to discover and
fashion in words an equivalent for the complex state of
feeling and awareness which accompanies paradeigmatic
experience. He must give a precise body to those fedings, he is not
concerned to describe either the fedlings or the physical objects with
whichthosefeelings may have been historically associated. In making
his poem, however, the poet cannot trandate the components of
feeling one by oneinto a sort of point-for-point replica of his state of
constiousness. The technical use of language shows that—within
certain limits—it is possible to tranditerate components of 'meaning’;
but then the pattern is imposed in such a way that the 'l-Thou'
relation, essentia to the transfer of feeling, is destroyed. The tranda-
tion from visua to verbal in poetry, from the paradeigmatic event to
‘the cold dropped pebbles of painless verse, involves a tota change
from one system of relations to another. Furthermore the congruity
of apoem depends upon its finding a self-determinate form; athough
poetry moves within the ambit of normal syntax, its emergent form
can dominate syntax and distort it to its own image.
The poem, in one of its characters, is what Efiot has cdled the
‘objective correlative’ of a sate of feding:'A st of objects, a Situation,
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achain of events which shal be aformula of that particular emotion;
such that when the externa facts, which must terminate |n sensory
experience, are given, the emotion is immediately evoked.! Let us
suppose that within the unity of a poem we may distinguish smaller
units which are objective correlatives of ‘pieces of feding. When
these units are suitably articulated, the poet has exhausted a par-
ticular sate of feding and has constructed a poem.

Strong fedling is dangerous currency in ordinary life because it is
usually emotional: emotion is difficult to contral, difficult to organ-
ize, and difficult to dischargein asocidly appropriate manner. When
it passes by way of the normal practica attitude into ‘action’ or
‘ordinary language' the strength of the feeling is discharged, the ten-
sion is released, but the feeling has lost both distinctness and com-
plexity. The poet who is by nature contemplative—'not a man of
action’ as Yeats puts it—feels that it is a self-betraya to discharge
grong feeling in an indiscriminate action or utterance. By trans-
ferring portions of his feelings to the words and images with which
they have associated in his memory and imagination, the poet pre-
vents the fedings from attenuating and eroding; he sustains the state
of fedling until it is fully developed and has discovered itsdf fully to
him. Furthermore he can organize and develop the state of feeling
fully only by embodying it precisely; indeed the critical act|V|ty in
compostlon is an essential phase in redlizing the fedling.?

1T. S Bliot, 'Hamlet, in Sdlected Essays. F. O. Matthiessen, in Chapter 111 of
The Achievement of T. S Eliot (1947), discusses Eliot's doctrine of the objective
correlative a some length. Eliot here uses the word 'emotion’ in the ambiguous sense
which | have tried to avoid. Ezra Pound has stated that 'Poetry is a sort of inspired
mathematics, which gives. . . equations for the human emotions (The Spirit of
Romance p. 5). In such a statement the word inspired plays the same ambiguous role
as the word 'glorified’ in Stoll's remark that The Ancient Mariner is 'the balad of
trad|t|on though glorified.

% The transmutation is probably never complete; there is dways an untrandatable
resdue. This no doubt explains how poems and even novels tend to be written in
families, as a series of approximations to a recurrent complex of feding. Marlowe for
example writes in Tamlurlaine;

If these bad made one poem's period,

And all comtin'd in beauty's worthiness,

Yet should there hover in their restless heads
One thought, onegrace, one wonder, at the leas,
Which into words no virtue can digest.

Cf ds Thomas Mann, Lotte in Weimar: 'All together, the world even of so mighty
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Images, being vehidles offedling, are energetic and in combination
form rhythmic patterns. One could say injargon that an image is a
feelin -vector, not only isit the vehicle for a 'charge’ of fegling, but it
a0 has directiond character—it seeks to move in a certain direction.
These vectorid characteristics, which are attained in redlity, in the
act of cognitive perception, combine (figuratively spesking) to pro-
duce a resultant which is the rhythm.” The flow of related and con-
flicting images in a poem makes it possible for the poet to convey
very accurately and vividly the interwoven patterns of paradeigmatic
feding. The complexity of the feeling, and the need for a successon
of articulated images to convey that complexity, prevents the poem
from crystalizing into a single word. The separate "particles of fedl-
ing' can be sustained in patterned distinctness as long as they retain
their sensory character asimages, otherwise the feglings flow together
into an energetic but imprecise resultant of emotion to produce senti-
mentality. The way word-images can become sensitive vehicles of
feeling without collgpsing into conceptual abstraction is indicated
by Whitehead (Symbolism (1928)).

‘Mankind aso uses a more artificial symbolism, obtained chiefly
by concentrating on a certain selection of sense-perceptions such as
words for example. In this case, there is a chain of derivations of
symbol from symbol whereby finally the local relations, between the
fina symbols and the ultimate meanings, are entirely lost. Thus
these derivative symbols, obtained as it were by arbitrary association,
are redlly the results of reflex action suppressing the intermediate
portions of the chain. . . . Mankind by means of its elaborate system
of symbolic transference can achieve miracles of sengtiveness to a
distant environment, and to a problematic future.’

| shal now maintain that metaphor is the means by which fedings
can be fused without losing their individual clarity; that metaphor
is the fundamental mode for transmuting fedings into words; that

a spirit as Goethe, however spacious it is, is a closed world, exigting within limits.
It is a unit, where the motifs repeat themselves and the same presentation recurs a large
intervals of time And Yesats remarks. I have spent my life saying the same things in
many different ways'

! Compare A. N. Whitehead's observation: ‘Life is complex in its expression,

involving more than percipience, namely desire, emotion, will, and feding. It exhibits =

variations of grade, higher and lower, such that the higher grade presupposes the lower
for its very exigence This suggests a doser identification of rhythm as the casuad
counterpart of life, namely, that wherever there is some rhythm there is some life, only
perceptible to us when the analogies are sufficiently dose!
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metaphor is the process by which the internal relationships peculiar
to poetry are established.

¥ * *

Aristotle asserted that, for the poet, 'the greatest thing by far isto
have a command of metaphor. This aone cannot be imparted by
another; it is the mark of genius—for to make good metaphors
implies an eye for resemblances.” Why should metaphor be singled
out for such specid attention? Is it not merely one of many kinds of
figures of speech™?

In the last thirty years or so metaphor has been very narrowly ex-
amined and has served as excuse for many a subtle theory of am-
biguity, paradox, and irony. But the standard dictionaries still follow
Arigtotle in describing it as 'the figure of speech in which a name or
descriptive term is transferred to some object to which it is not
properly applicable.* 'Not properly applicable’ in what terms? In
logic? But logic belongs to the technical way of mind, not to the
contemplative; and perhaps we may find in metaphor a clue to the
principles of Poetic. For, as Coleridge learned, poetry has 'alogic of
Its own, as severe as that of science; and more difficult, because more
subtle, more complex, and dependent on more and more fugitive
causes. But can we conceivably take for the fundamental principle
in Poetic a figure of speech which makes improper attributions?
Perhaps the dictionaries have not well defined the term.

Remy de Gourmont, in LeProblemeAu Style (1902), expressed
the view that primitive language was origindly denotative and un-
metaphorical; and that when primitive denotative words became
eroded b)‘( use, metaphor emerged to restore the pristine clarity of
language.” In these matters he was mistaken, for lack of anthropo-

! Aristotle's definition in the Poetics reads "Metaphor is the application of an dien
name by transference either from genus to pecies or from gpedies to genus, or from
Species to gpedies, or by analogy, that is, proportion. Aristotle's high regard for
metaphor is tempered by the specificity of this definition, and dso by a passage in his
next chapter:'... if we take a strange (or rare) word, a metaphor, or any similar
mode of expresson, and replace it by the current or proper term, the truth of our
observation will be manifest' (Trans. S. H. Butcher).

® He traces the emergence of metaphor from its absence in Homer and the Romance
Cydes of Europe to its use by Flaubert. Since de Gourmont's time anthropologica
and other evidence has established (a) that the mark of primitive expression is not
smplicity but complication; and (V) that the Homeric poems and Romance Cydes
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logicd and linguistic evidence. Primitive experience and expression
are not smple but complicated. And metaphor—Ilike many other
features of the poetic mentality—is primal and primitive. Metaphor
is complex because it renders the complexity of reglity; primitive man
grasps redlity comprehensively because he does not know any more
limited or protective way of apprehending the world around him.
Primitive man is 'immersed in redlity”: he evolves the trick of abstrac-
tion in self-defence. But redlity is till the source of life, no matter
what attitude we may adopt towards it; and every determined
attempt to grasp redity is a return—or advance—to the prelogical
mentality, which is primitive but not barbaric.' Jacques Maritain
dates this point vividly in Art and Scholasticism (1933).

'Inthe youth of language, wordswere pregnant with such aterrible,
magicd and magnificent power. The powerfully metaphysical in-
dinct of primitive man might go astray in particular applications; it
dill bore witness to the symbolic nature and to that astounding
mystery bestowed upon the human race, of being able to give things
names. But words are not pure symbols (“formal symbols'), they are
imperfect symbols which become quickly loaded with subjectivity,
each dragging after it the whole psychologicd stuff of a race. In
particular a prolonged socid use tends of itself to make them lose
their spiritudity, their symbolic nature, to change them into things of
value in themsalves, letting off mental reactions without the inter-
vention of any meaning; the less intervention of fact, the more
reaction/

In the present state of Western civilization, most single words point
to idess rather than to images. A word is abstracted and referred to
aclass, atype, a category, or a group of remembered abstractions; a
word seldom evokes a distinct feeling or an eidetic image (the image,

belong to an advanced stage of civilization. Otto Jespersen, for example, writesin
Language: Its Nature, Development and Origin (1933): 'Primitive language had no greet
dore of idess, and if we consider it as an instrument for expressing thoughts, it was
clumsy, unwieldy and ineffectual; but what did that matter? Thoughts were not the
first thingsto press forward and crave for expression; emotions and instincts were more
primitive and far more powerful.... The geness of language is not to be sought in
the prosac, but in the poetic Sde of life; the source of speech is not gloomy seriousness,
but merry play and youthful hilarity.... Language was born in the courting days
of mankind.'

! This view of the origin of metaphor is discussed with approval in a review of
G. Revesz, Ursprung und Vorgesckichte der Sprache (1948), in the Times Literary Supple-
ment (3 July 1948).
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actually before the eyes, of an object not physicaly present). Few
adults can achieve edetic imagery, though most children seem to
enjoy it; and in any case edetic responses are not what a poet rives
to induce. Poetry seeks to convey the force, smplicity, and im-
mediacy of direct perception; for only in this way can fedings be
conveyed precisely and in a complex form.

Since few dngle words now make an immediate and particular
impact, metaphor arises—in ordinary speech as well as in poetry—as
a concentrated means of making words clear or startling. This how-
ever is only the decorative or pointing use of metaphor: metaphor as a
figure of speech, a grace of clarity proper to description: without loss
of meaning we might conceivably (as Aristotle suggests) 'replace it
by a current or proper form'. A wilted word can be refreshed by the
cold water of an illogica connection; but there is logic in illogicality.
The pointing metaphor is a best an inert instance of metaphor; it
lacks the power of self evident revelation for which the primitive
metaphor is peculiar. Given an extensive vocabulary and a lively
wit anybody can evolve decorative and descriptive metaphors, but
metaphor at its mog fully developed—that is, in its truly poetical
and primitive kind, as a dynamic verbal relation of four terms—this
cannot be contrived by formula or applied by rote. Every poet, and
every generation of poets, has to rediscover afresh the peculiar nature
of metaphor; for it is the life-blood of poetry.

T. E. Hulme, then, misstated the case for poetry when he asserted
that 'the great aim is accurate, precise and definite description’. And
Middleton Murry has followed him into this error. 'Metaphor', he
says in The Problem of Syle (1930), 'is the result of the search for a
precise epithet/ His position is not quite as vulnerable as Hulme's,

! Poets are well described as the ‘antennae of civilization. Any generd socid
tendency towardspersi stent abstraction erodesthecl arity of language. Theconsequent
demand for clearer expression will stimulate decorative metaphor and fortify the
primitive metaphorical useproper to the contemplative mind. Chaucer wasableto use
language amost wholly unadorned and unmetaphorical. The Elizabethan conceit
is a reaction to humanist rationalism: the 'Romantic’ poetry of the early nineteenth
century is areaction from Augustan rationalism in poetry and the socid rationaism
of the Aufklarung. The Victorians failed to react away from contemporary abdtractions
into rediscovering the metgphysical nature of poetry; thisis the mark of their debility.
But Hopkins achieved it and istherefore the most characteristic (though most indiivi-
dual)flc};] ureof histime. Inthiscentury theforceof arrogant rationalisminafragmented

as encouraged a conceited and allusive versg; and at the same time an un-
paralleled erosionof |anguagehasoccurred through vul garized education, propaganda,
and caculated imprecision,
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but when he attempts to extend his account he describes, not the
primitive metaphor, but the descriptive or 'pointing' metaphor. Try
to be precise, and you are bound to be metaphorica: you smply
cannot help establishing affinities between al the provinces of the
animate and inanimate world: for the volatile essence you are trying
to fix is quality, and in that effort you will inevitably find yourself
ransacking heaven and earth for a similitude.’

But what is to be described? and what is the object of this precise
epithet? Description is a matter for science, not for art. And science
assumes as one of the rules of its games that an object can be described
inisolation, separated from its human relations and from mogt of its
physical relations too. Description in that style cannot serve the poet
—even though a good many sdlf-styled poets have indulged a taste
for it. The poet's concern is to embody the feeling of readlity. Redity
isimmersion or relationship; for a person, relationship isfeeling; and
complex feeling can only be embodied—and clarified and reveaed
—through the hitherto unrealized connections in things. Metaphor
comes into the poet's hand ready-made from his grasp of redlity.
Baudelaire remarked how 'In certain states of the soul, the pro-
found significance of life is revealed completely in the spectacle, how-
ever commonplace, that is before one's eyes. it becomes the symbol
of this significance.' The poet does not describe merely ‘the spectacle
... that is before his eyes: he must describe it as the significant-
symbolical spectacle before his eyes, he must convey, gather up into
words, body forth thefeel of the thing, as of value to him at this
particular moment, and as somehow eternally valuable. And that
cannot be achieved by "accurate, precise and definite description' nor
even by finding precise epithets.

Herbert Read, in English Prose Style (1942), admirably describes
metaphor as 'the swift illumination of an equivalence. "Two images,
or an idea and an image, stand equal and opposite; clash together
and respond significantly, surprising the reader with a sudden light.*
His terms are not used in precisdly the same sense as my own,
but this passage emphasizes some valuable features of the process
of metaphor—the notions of tension, collison, resonance, shock,

! It should be noticed, however, that the fully developed metaphor (the prototype) is
a figure, not of two terms, but offour terms welded by a vigorous verb. Arigtotle
(Poetics XXI) is quite dear about this. "The sun sows the light' = 'The sun scatters
light the way a sower scatters seed’ This definition of metaphor prevents us from
thinking that a metaphor is merely a smile with the word 'like' or ‘as omitted.
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illumination. M etaphor establishesarel ati on betweenthingsnot norm-
aly (logicdly) connected; thereby it illuminates a fresh relation be-
tween the metaphorica image and the poet, and in turn between
the image and the reader. But the influence of metaphor is not con-
fined to illuminating only the terms it brings into callison. It can
strike out a fresh image which cannot be produced in any more
elementary way—an imagewhichisnot thesum of its elements nor
their identity but onewhich growstoitsindividual form by aprocess
of mutual enrichment, the el ements of the metaphor cross-fertilizing
each other.!
* * *

Sensory clarity isapart of what Legouis has called 'the vibration
of our consciousnessin our relations with things’; and metaphor—
at thelowest range of its capacity—rendersvisua clarity by drawing
unexpected sensory relations.

... bright chanticleer explodes the night
Withjlutfring  wings
(CHRISTOPHER SMART)

Mark where the pressing wind shoots javelin-like,

Its skeleton shadow on the broad-back'd wave!
(GEORGE MEREDITH)

! Dylan Thomas has described how this process of collison operates in his own
practice.

'I make one imaged—though "make" is not the word; | Iet, perhaps, an image be
"made" emotiondly in me and then apply to it what intellectual and critica forces |
posess, et it breed another, et that image contradict thefirst; make of the third image,
bred out of the other two together, a fourth contradictory image, and let them dl,
within my imposed formal limits, conflict. Each image holds within it the seed of
its own destruction, and my didecticd method, as | understand it, is a congtant
building up and bresking down of the images that come out of the central seed,
which is itsalf destructive and constructive a the same time ... The life in any poem
of mine cannot move concentrically round a central image, the life must come out of
the centre; an image must be born and die in another; and any sequence of my images
must be a sequence of cregtions, recreations, destructions, contradictions... Out ofthe
inevitable conflict ofimages... | try to make that momentary peace which is a poem.'

One hesitates to generdlize from a single account, especidly when written by a
controversia contemporary poet: but it offers a suggedtive illustration. For an andysis
of this image-didectic in Thomass After the Funeral and in Hopkinss Harry Plough-
man, sec Day Lewis, The Poetic Image, pp. 123-8. But for a derogatory view of the
method, sc Geoffrey Grigson, 'How much me now your acrobatics amaze, in The
Harp of Aeolus (1947 for 1948).
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.. the proud nostril'curve of a prow's line
(ROBERT BRIDGES)

According to Eliot's formula the internal images of a poem 'must
terminate in sensory experience. In these examples of ‘pointing'
metaphor the images clearly start from and terminate in sensory ex-
perience. And even when one of the elements of the metaphor is
personified, the pointing metaphor still generates a predominantly
sensory colour.

, .. the mom in russet mantle clad
Walks o'er the dew ofyon high eastward hill

. the worshipped sun

Ped/dforth the golden window of the east
(SHAKESPEARE)

... the bazesform a rank,

And court'sy to the courting breeze
(SMART)

In the pointing metaphor the effect is (as it were) condensed upon
a single object—the bird of dawning, the wind-driven shadows, the
sheer of a clipper bow, the morning, the sun, the hazel trees. There
is a concentrated clarity but the influence does not spread outward.
And this is the legitimate ground for Johnson's complaint against
Cowley: it was not so much that his images were far-fetched and
logicaly incongruous but that each image was condensed upon it-
«df; its influence did not embrace or engulf the whole poem (as
Donne's imagery for example does). Not recognizing clearly enough
the reason for his dissatisfaction, Johnson generalized upon the
Metaphysical poets at large; they 'wrote rather as beholders than par-
takers of human nature’; their wish was 'only to say what they hoped
had been never said before’; they 'lay on the watch for novelty’;
‘their attempts were aways analytick; they broke every image into frag-
ments'. Much poetry of thiscentury suffersfrom thissamedefect—an
isolated brilliance of single images which fails to illuminate the whole
passage or poem.* Even though the reality given in experience may

! Some of C. Day Lewiss poetry is remarkable in this way, despite the brilliance
of such a conceit as

Admiral earth breaks out bis colours
Bright at the forepeak of the day.
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be fragmentary and evanescent, art can reved that redity only by
ariving a the integrity which is the prima aspect of redity. In
Jubilate Agno Christopher Smart proclamed: ‘My talent is to give
an impresson upon words by punching, that when the reader cadts
his eye upon 'em, he takes up the image from the mould which |
have made’ The 'punched and 'moulded’ word express well the
acuity of direct images of sense beyond which Smart with his
'infinite capacity for astonishment' seldom advanced; but it cannot
account for the brooding evocativeness which in poetry secures that
integrity.

The pointing metaphor makes for intense clarity, but a clarity
somehow visJaI, datic, and sterile. The full process of metaphor—
the 'ringing'’ metaphor as | shal cdl it—makes for resonance, a
pervasive tone which spreads outward in rings of sound and light to
bring into sympathetic vibration other or &l features of the poem.*
Poetry is incorrigibly sensory, yet the end of poetry is not merely
sensory experience. One of Gerard Manley Hopkinss biographers
has dtated this neatly by saying that the ‘divination of the spiritual in
the things of sense, which aso will express themselves in the things
of sense, is what we properly cal poetry'. 'Ringing' metaphors have
a noticeable trans-sensory character, and even when removed from
their setting evoke something beyond sensory response.

Mysoul...
There like a bird it sits, and sings

Then whets and claps its silver wings
(MARVELL)

The holy time is quiet as a nun

Breathless with adoration
(WORDSWORTH)

.. the nunnery

Ofthy chaste breast and quiet mind
(LOVELACE)

| shall ebbe out with them, who home-ward goe
(DONNE)

! Throughout this discussion | have simultaneously in mind two mesnings of
resonance: (a) Sympathetic vibration; e.g., when you shout into the undamped strings
of a piano the sound continues to reverberate in the strings; (&) When two oscillating
objects or currents come into phase with each other the amplitude (height) of the
ogcillations is reinforced and in favourable conditions will increase steadily. This
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In the Marvell passage—which curioudy anticipates Yeatss manner
—and in the Wordsworth lines, the identity of the metaphorica
terms is 'dissolved, diffused, and dissipated”: the soul becomes a bird,
the time becomes breathless; the resonant tone spreads forward into
the word 'holy’, and echoes in the words 'whets and 'silver'. In some
instances the tone is compelling enough to bring into resonance a
sequence of'broken images.

To-morrow, and to-morrow, and to-morrow,
Creeps in this petty pacefrom day to day,

To the last syllable of recorded time;

And all our yesterdays have lightedfools

The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle!
Life's but a walking shadow; a poor player,
That struts andfrets his hour upon the stage,
And then is heard no more: it is a tale

Told by an idiot, full of sound andfury,

Sgnifying  nothing. (SHAKESPEARE)

Soaring through wider zones that prick'd his scars
With memory of the old revolt from Awe,

He reach'd a middle height, and at the start,

Which are the brain of heaven, he look'd, and sank.

Around the ancient track marcvd, rank on rank,

The army of unalterable law.
(MEREDITH)

There is no limit to the scope of poetic resonance. 'We should
avoid making two inconsistent metaphors meet on one object’; thisis
Lindley Murray's common-sense eighteenth-century advice. Y&t most
metaphors are logicaly inconsistent; and in Poetic the most out-
rageous inconsstencies can be the most characteristic, and often
secure the most powerful effects. In Poetic there is only one test: it
must ‘work’, it must fit’; every element must drop inevitably and
findly into place to fulfil a purpose which is not fully known until
it is fulfilled.

A successful 'mixed metaphor' seems not so much to clarify
(‘point’) the single image as to etablish a certain 'tone. The bemused

$ense of resonance plays an important part in the theory of tides and has dso been
invoked to explain the origin of the solar system.
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astonishment of the drunken regpers in The Tempest, hearing the
sound of Arid's tabor, is rendered by an obvious disorientation of

the senses:

... like unback'd colts, they prick'd their ears,
Advanced their eyelids, lifted up their noses
As they smelt music.

Hamlet's violent desperation is conveyed by a wrenched incongruity:

Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The dings and arrows of outrageousfortune,
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,
And by opposing end them?—

When Thomas Sturge Moore tells how Don Juan in middle age is
carried home dead from his courting at a nunnery window, the shock
of the metaphor springs from the grotesque evocaion of Don
Quixote's perplexity.

Dull brown a cloak enwraps, Don Juan,

Both thy lean shanks, one arm,

That old bird-cage thy breast, where like magpie

Thy heart hopped on alarm.

* * *

When | drew the digtinction between the contemplative and
technica ways of mind, | made much of the fact that the data for
Poetic were perceptual and charged with feeling, and that the
data for Logic were conceptua, abstract, and uncharged. Postic,
however, is not redtricted to perceptual words and obliged to avoid
abstract words. Poetic can make any word or group of words sen-
sory; it can give them charges of feeling by controlling their aural and
tactile qualities. Generally speaking, an exclusive use of sensory words
belongs to description and produces an opague and unresonant
effect. Congder these lines from Shakespeare.

| know a bank where the wild thyme blows,

Where oxlips and the nodding violet grows;

Quite over-canopied with lush woodbine,

With sweet musk-roses, and with eglantine:

There deeps Titania sometime of the night,
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Lull'd in these flowers with dances and delight;
And there the snake throws her enamell'd skin,
Weed wide enough to wrap a fairy in
And with thejuice of this I'll streak her eyes,
And make her full of hateful fantasies.

There is more of Poetic in the last four words than in the ninelines
that precede them. And when Shakespeare speaks most memorably
of Cleopatra he makes his apped only obliquely to the senses, and
ends with an impudent whiplash of irony.

But most startling perhaps of dl is the genuinely metaphorical
character of some passages in which the words say exactly what they
mean, refer quite explicitly to what they say, and are in no evident
way figurative or dlusve. Consder a passage of Donne that Ben
Jonson singled out for especid admiration:

No use of lanthornes; and in one place lay
Feathers and dust, to day and yesterday.

Or a section from Donne's The second Annwersarie;

Heaven is as neare, and present to her face,
As colours are, and objects, in a roome
Where darknesse was before, when Tapers come.

Or these anonymous lines:

Chrigt, that my love were in my arms,
And | in my led again.

Or Donné€'s astonishing phrase—
A bracelet of bright haire about the bone.

A whole passage otherwise conventional may spring into sudden
incandescence by the callison of two words not in themselves
remarkable.

The glories of our blood and state
Are shadows, not substantial things,
There is no armour againstfate;
Death lays hisicy hand on kings:
Sceptre and Crown
Must tumble down,
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And in the dust be equal made

With the poor crooked scythe and spade.
(SHIRLEY)

My Love is ofa birth as rare
As 'tisfor object strange and high:
It was begotten by despair
Upon  Impossibility.
(MARVELL)

In Postic, even the persona centre may suddenly shift, without any
warning.

S | would have had him leave,

S0 | would have had her stand and grieve,
S0 he would have left

As the soul leaves the body torn and bruised,
As the mind deserts the body it has used.

| shouldJind

Some way incomparably light and deft. . ..
(ELIOT)

In Postic too, words may be endowed with texture—roughness,
smoothness, jagged or intricate outlines. This is controlled by the
clusers of consonants, and sometimes even (I believe) by the
optical effect of the shapes and arrangement of letters. Words and
phrases can make gestures of motion and sound. But it is by the
sengtive control of vowe sounds that the quality of passionate or
brooding song enters: thisis often the dominant factor in establishing
and modulating the tone of a poem. L All or severa of these forces
operate in Shakespeare's phrases: 'the dark backward and abysm of

! Tone is not simply a detached musical or technical feature of poetry: it aso
projects the person of the poet in two senses, showing at once his 'style€ or ‘fineness,
and his attitude towards life. Vaery remarks upon the sonic aspect of this double
sf-revelation. The "tone" of an author is the leading thing. We see a once by the
tone whom he is addressing: whether he pictures an unthinking audience, a crowd,
a superficia boy who must be dazzled, stunned, stirred—or a defiant individual hard
to get into—or one of those light-profound people that let everything be said, that
welcome, seize shoot ahead, but quickly annul dl that was written. Some, one
might say, never dream of the slent response of their reader. They write for creatures
that gape.... The man, the poet that gives in the mogt to the unconscious, that finds
therein his vigour and his "truth", aways counts more and more on the stupidity of
hisreader' (Note-Book B1910)..
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time, 'the fierce vexation of a dream’, 'Hard-handed men . . . have
toiled their unbreathed memories; and in the lines

Most true it is that | have lookt on truth
Askance and strangely.

And in various ways these forces can give sensory character to
abstract words, or impart an exact shade of solemn gaiety.

When as in silks myJulia goes
Then, then (methinks) how sweetly flows

That liquefaction of her clothes.
(HERRICK)

I love thee to the level of each day's

Most quiet need, by sun and candle-light.
(ELIZABETH BROWNING)

Her feet beneath her petticoat,
Like little mice, stole in and out,

As if they feared the light.
(SUCKLING)

Age cannot wither her, nor custom stale

Her infinite variety: other women cloy

The appetites theyfeed; but she makes hungry
Where most she satisfies: for vilest things
Become themselves in her; that the holy priests
Bless her when she is riggish.

And some of the most profound effects in poetry have been achieved
with words which are, in the prose sense, entirely 'abstract’.

And | have felt
A presence that disturbs me with thejoy
Of elevated thoughts; a sense sublime
Of something far more deeply interfused,
Whose dwelling is the light of setting sun,
And the round ocean and the living air,
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man:
A motion and a spirit, that impels
Al thinking things, all objects of all thought,
And rolls through all things.

In such cases thought can be rendered (as George Eliot has sad in
p.p. 153 N
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Middlemarcb) 'with that distinctness which is no longer reflection but
feeling—an idea wrought back to the directness of sense, like the
solidity of objects. 'Abstract’ words endowed with sensory qualities
—of sound, of texture, of feeling—make a ‘thought' which is not
Logic but Poetic. But within these thought-images the interplay of
sensory and 'abstract’ can establish exquisite interfaces which, like
the lips, transmit tingling shocks of acute sensation.

What is be whose grief
Bears such an emphasis, whose phrase of sorrow

Conjures the wandering stars, and makes them stand?
(SHAKESPEARE)

The Host with someone indigtinct
Converses at the door apart,

The nightingales are singing near
The Convent of the Sacred Heart,

And sang within the bloody wood

When Agamemnon cried aloud,

And let ther liquid siftings fall

To stain the stiff dishonoured shroud.
(ELIOT)

* * *

My purpose so far in this chapter has been to show the integrative
or 'resonant’ action of metaphor and to indicate that this is the proto-
type of Poetic. Since the process is in al its aspects a process of
synthesis, and its mode of articulation an embracing rather than a
discriminating one, our purpose is not well served by attempting to
classfy varieties of metaphor. Indeed any classification of metaphor
must be arbitrary, because metaphor isafusing process which arrives
at total assertion by obliterating al the digtinctions upon which a
system of classification might rest. The distinction between "pointing'
and 'ringing’ metaphor is not properly a classification at dl. It is an
attempt to separate out the metaphorical process which will reved
most clearly the basic articulation of Poetic. The 'pointing’ meta
phor is a middle term between Poetic and Logic, in the same way
that Fancy (in Coleridge's use of the term) stands midway between
Imagination and Common Sense. Once it is possible to concentrate
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upon metaphor as a process—upon 'ringing' metaphor—some im-
portant features of Poetic begin to emerge.

The end of metaphor is not acute visual clarity, nor even is it in-
tense sensory clarity: it is a process in which words and images are
made incandescent and resonant. When Rimbaud said, ‘Il sagit
darriver a Tinconnu par |e dereglement de tousles sens, he uttered
more than the technica manifesto of a school of poetry: thisis the
essence of Poetic. Although the terms of Poetic must have sensory
character, metaphor disorientstheindividual senses so that they ex-
cite and fertilize each other. In this way Poetic establishes a novel
interpenetration of thought and feeling, and—through the interin-
animationof sound, rhythm, meaning,andsensory qualities—evokes
complex meanings and paradoxical implications. In Poetic, sight
can be converted into sound and texture and even scent; single
words can assume physica shape, contour, fibre; groups of words
may take on meanings not implied by their grammatical relations,
savour, aroma, cachet may be conveyed in texture and rhythm. All
thisoccursin thetransmuting crucible of feeling; the mouth of that
crucibleisthe ear.!

Thisiswhat onewould expect. The eyeisthe organ of abstraction,

! Paul Vdery staes a different view in his Introduction to the Method of Leonardo Da
Vinci (18%4). 'The sense of sght', he remarks in a note on the limited percepdons of
the 'ordinary man', 'ssems to me more spiritual than the others. Visual images pre-
dominate in the mind. It is in relation to them that the faculty of analogy is most
frequently exercised. .. . The form and colour of an object are so obvioudy primary
that they enter into the conception of it formed by one of the other senses. If one spesks
of the hardness of iron, it is nearly dways the visud image, rarely an auditory one,
that is produced.’

This, it seems to me, is an unsupported generdization: | for one first hear and fedl
—not see—the hardness of iron. And when he says that form and colour are '
obvioudy primary' he is thinking of the abstracted and differentiated 'thing', which
by being abstracted is aready shifted into the mode of seeing. Analogy again, which
is essentidly an abgtractive operation in Logic and not in Poetic, the forming of a
spatial diagram out of abstracted elements, is dso in the mode of Sght and proves
nothing about the 'spirituality' of the sense of Sght. Visual images predominate in the
mind because they are visua images; but in my view the mind and memory are more
numerously and energeticaly charged with sensory elements—and verba dements—
which have no visud quality whatsoever until we attempt to isolate or anayse them
and so shift them into the mode of visudlity.

It is interesting to find Vaery writing in his Note-Book Bigio: 'Odours, more than
anything, give me the sensation of the unusual. It is through them that | find mysaf
in a foreign city. Nothing new in odourless dreets: and, if my olfactory sensitivity
happens to increase, | shal walk about Paris like a foreigner.'
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of logic, of the technicad mind; and two of the words very promi-
nent in the discussion of technical process—idea and intuition—are
metaphors of seeing. That 'image—a visuad word—should have to
be a centra term in a description of Poetic shows how far the
technica mind has dominated our language in establishing a vocabu-
lary of Sght. Poetry actudly suppresses or disspates visud clarity;
the urgent forward movement of poetry prevents us from constructing
clear dtatic pictures. Even when images of colour predominate, the
reader receives little visual response—unless heis the sort of person
who visualizes everything. A passage from The Ancient Mariner will
serve asillugtration.

But where the ship's huge shadow lay,
The charmed water burnt alway
A dill and awful red.

Beyond the shadow of the ship,

| watched the water-snakes.

They moved in tracks of shining white,
And when they reared, the elfish light
Fell offin hoary flakes.

Within the shadow of the ship

| watched their rich attire;

Blue, glossy green, find velvet black,
They coiled and swam; and every track
Was afash ofgoldenfre.

Theear ispar excellencetheorgan of Poetic. Itismore primitivethan
the eye. Our response to sounds is more physical, and is intimately
related with the indtinctive reactions required for self-preservation;
consequently what we hear transmutes less readily into conceptual
ideas. The ear is as findy discriminaing as the eye, if not more o,
and since it cannot be focused with so much sdlectivity it is far
more comprehensive than the eye. Again, the ear shares with the
sense of touch the power of apprehending rhythms, shaped move-
mentsintime; and thisthe eye lacksto a marked degree. Itisthrough
the ear that the most profound and characteristic features of Poetic
are grasped. Once the ear is engaged the other senses are roused to a
tenebrous activity which precludes both the static character of what
is merely seen, and the unmuscularity of what is merely thought.

A poem can scarcely be said to exist except when it is excellently
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read by ear! Attentive listening suspends that ‘irritable reaching
after fact and reason’ which Keats rightly deplored in the poet; it
sustains a state of'uncertainties, mysteries, doubts, a posture of total
awareness and delicate response; it secures a persona integrity which
is yet outward-turning, and that virginity of consciousness which is
as priceless a gift to the reader as to the poet. And the poet, no less
than the reader, must be gifted with what Eliot has cdled 'the
auditory imagination’, ‘the feeling for syllable and rhythm, penetrat-
ing far below the conscious levels of thought and feeling, invigorating
every word; sinking to the most primitive and forgotten, returning
to the origin and bringing something back, seeking the beginning
and the end. It works through meanings, certainly, or not without
meaning in the ordinary sense, and fuses the old and obliterated and
the trite, the current, and the new and surprising, the most ancient
and the most civilized mentality." Metaphor is the mode in which
Poetic integrates dl its resources through sound and rhythm; it
works through the disorientation of the senses, and transmutes fed -
ings into words—even abstract words—by making language sensory.

* * *

The reason for Aristotle's praise of metaphor is now clear. But
many of the passages | have quoted in illustration, although resonant
within themselves, do not bring into resonance the whole poems in
which they are embedded. It is sombre to recollect how sedom even
Shakespeare can sustain to the extent of a sonnet the promise of such
passages as these:

When to the sessions of sweet silent thought
| summon up remembrance of things past—

! After writing this passage, | find that Wyndham Lewis had alresdy sdid the same
sort of thing in his Franfois Villon. 'Such is the ecstasy of his [Villon's] cregtive force,
the life he has breathed into his work, that it is seen and felt to be poetry absolute,
dirring the soul and the imagination like a fanfare of slver trumpets, fulfilling the
mind, vibrating, awakening that instant response which is the mark of high poetry.
This [reading doud] is a test no lesser verse can pass. Villon possessad le Verbe, the
Word, and the magic formula (Rabelais has it, too) by which words are changed
into something beyond themselves and their arrangement transmuted into the language
of another world; a language in which the very shape and sze and texture of words,
their resonance, their position and significance, becomes as it were faery, charged with
tremendous, or mysterious, or ravishing music. ’
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" Gaingt death and all-oblivious enmity

Shall you paceforth; your praise shall still find room
Even in the eyes of all posterity

That wears this world out to the ending doom.

Love's not Time'sfool, though rosy lips and cheeks
Within his lending sickle's compass come:

The expense of spirit in a waste of shame
s lust in action.

Coleridge observed that 'Images, however beautiful, do not of them-
sdves characterize the poet. They become proofs of original genius
only as far as they are modified by a predominant passion; or by
associated thoughts or images awakened by that passion.’ The total poem,
the poem which is dso asingleimage, is most often alyric—asingle
agonized cry of joy, delight, sorrow, longing, renunciation, love—
'begotten by despair upon impossibility'.

O rosg, thou art sick:
The invisihle worm

Thatfies in the night
In the howling storm,

Hasfound out thy bed
Of crimson joy,

And his dark secret love
Does thy life destroy.

This poem of William Blake's is perhaps mideading; the visua
imagery is unusually sharp and it may be supposed that the poem is
unified by the two ‘consecrated images of the rose and the worm.
But visual imagery has not that fusing power.

Our gaze is submarine, our eyes look upward
And see the light thatfractures through unquiet water.
We see the light but see not whence it comes.

The wholeness of a poem depends, not upon the persstence of a
single image or of a conceit with many facets, but upon the com-
pulson of a sngle tone, a dominant passon. This qudity is
triumphantly exhibited in the centra section of Andrew Marvel's
poem To His Coy Mistress.
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But at my lack | always bear
Time's winged chariot hurrying near:
And yonder all before us lie
Desarts of vast eternity.

Thy beauty shall no more befound;
Nor, in thy marble vault, shall sound
My echoing song: then worms shall try
That long-preserved virginity,

And your quaint honour turn to dugt,
And into ashes all my lust.
Thegrave's a fine and private place,
But none, | think, do there embrace.

An early reading of this poem suggedts that the intensity must now
relax, and that the later images are arbitrary and confused. In the
closmg section, however, freshfierceimages are introduced, and the
tone steadily hei ghtens from insolent cruelty to savage gaiety. On
the other hand, George Herbert's poem The Flower sullenly resists
the redemption of these two perfect stanzas:

Who would have thought my shrivell'd heart
Could have recovered greenness? It was gone
Quite under ground; as flowers depart
To see their Mother-root, when they have blown;
Where they together
All the hard weather,
Dead to the world, keep house unknown. . . .

And now in age | bud again,
After so many deaths | live and write:
| once more smell the dew and rain,
And relish versing: O my only light,
It cannot be
That | am he,
On whom the tempestsfell at night.

Metaphor is the process by which unity of tone may be achieved
in poetry; but metaphor—no matter how brilliant—cannot auto-
matically secure wholeness of impression. Metaphor can establish a
tune, an undertone both sonic and rhythmic; but it is the poet who

1 Cf. T. R. Henn, The Apple and the Sectroscope (1951), pp. 25-33.
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must keep the tune running in his head; the poet must in the end
make his poem one song, one utterance, a single cry. Poetic whole-
nessisform: and form strives—ifthe poet will alow it—to grow from
within and to redize itsdf as 'full, sphere-like, Sngle. And that
singleness in the poet is 'a predominant passon’. Once the poet is
‘onfire with the poetic passion, he must then (asJ. B. Yeatswrote to
his son) 'work with cold logic and resolute purposg, till he has created his
work of at——' The paradox is that, when the work of art is com-
pleted, 'dl thefirewill bein it for ever'! It is the passion of revelation
that appears in the poem as style—'the self-conquest of the writer'.
Then the words have falen into resonance, ordained to ajust pre-
cison, toughness, pace, timbre, duration. Metaphor, by an envelop-
ing compulsion, defiesthe theoretical borders between one sense and
another, between sense and fedling, thought and meaning, and moves
towards a self-determinate form. Poetry has adouble root—in redlity
and in the person. The intersection of these two is Vaue. From this
twofold stem (which is yet sngle) grows the sdf-redizing dis
covery which is a once the poem and the transfigured person. But
before the incarnation is complete there is needed a specid kind of
metaphor which | shall cdl symbol, and a specid articulation of
symbols which | shdl cal myth.

13 B. Yeas, Lettersto bis Son and Others 1869-1922; ed. Joseph Hone (1944), P 152
(October 1912). In the same letter he writes ‘| sad that in your work is intensity, and
sd you got your intendty through a certain persond intensity habitual with you.
But | ought to have sad that the intensity by the time it reaches its expresson is no
longer personal, entering into the world of art, the persond ego is dropped away—for
| think persona art is bad art, at any rate second rate.' He goes on to praise Turner's
painting above the work of the Impressionigts.
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A NOTE RECOMMENDING SONIC
TERMS FOR POETICS

'Image is a sngle word but an image is not a determinate entity.
There is no way of deciding precisely where an image begins or
where it ends; and there is no definitive criterion by which we can
sy what is an image in poetry and what is not. Yet the word
continues to be used with a mideading air of precision.

A visua image is dways in a context, in afield of vison and
raised out of that field; but in Poetic the image never emerges from
its field—it is always fused into its context. Ifthis were not s, the
poetic image might (as the term suggests) be primarily visua; but
language cannot renounceits alegiance to sound. We may determine
the point beyond which there is no metaphorical resonance, but we
can never distinguish what has caused the resonance and conse-
quently cannot distinguish the precise confines of the resonant image.
The visual andogy is not only inadequate for understanding poetry:
it is atogether inappropriate. For the relation between word and
event in poetry is much more obscure and indirect than the relation
between image and 'thing' in painting. We are driven back to where
we started and where we are, after al, most at home—in the inacces:
sible but familiar darkness of the apprehending self.

Those masterful images because complete

Grew in pure mind, but out of what began?

A mound of refuse or the sweepings of a strest,
Old kettles, old bottles, and a broken can,
Oldiron, old bones, old rags, that raving siut
Who keeps the till Now that my ladder's gone,
| must lie down where all the ladders dtart,

In thefoul rag-and-bone shop of the heart.

| should like to abandon the term 'image’ altogether. As long as
one usss it, it is difficult to avoid the mideading definition Mr Day
Lewis offers: a poetic image (he says, with some reservations) is
‘a word-picture with emotion or passon’. Now a resonant metaphor
IS not datic in the way a picture is; neither can it be ‘taken in at a
single glance. For the poetic image is not so bounded with a wiry
ling; and a whole poem is not bounded by a discrete frame, but by
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an ocean of reverberant slence. Sound, rhythm, the fluent unfolding
and elapsing movement of time, the fusion by collison and reverbera-
tion—these, much more than visua clarity, are the essence of poetry.
Even though poetry is not entirely a matter of sound, much of what
it says to usis conveyed through sound. | should therefore prefer a
sound-word to represent the elemental unit (or principle) of articula-
tion in Poetic. There is no such word in the language, but it may be
worth introducing one if only to assert that in poetry—as in 4l
expresson intimately related with man's moral experience—there are
no digtinct and eadly distinguishable outlines. | suggest that the
word sone might be used; theword being coined fromthe French son
(sound) on the analogy of the English word 'tone' from French ton.!

The term sone will be very difficult to define if it is to present an
adequate figure of metaphorica process. A sone might be described
asagroup of words so selected and arranged asto comeinto resonance
in the process of metaphor; the sone being the irreducible dynamic
unit in poetry. But a poem cannot necessarily be constructed out of a
series of these sonic units as though they were bricks. No addition or
multiplicity of sones can by itself congtitute a poem. Some sones are
fertile: some are barren. The barren sone is the brilliant metaphor
which failsto bring its larger context into resonance; the fertile sone
when fully developed and resonant is the whole poem, yet within it
In some cases we may distinguish internal sones, some ofthem visua
enough in character to be termed images.?

So difficult isit to stop thinking of poetry in terms of images that
one wonders whether it is worth the effort. The analogy of vison is
not troublesome in an account of imagination, the process by which
the data of sense are accumulated and congtellated; for those data—
whether of sight, sound, touch, taste, or smell—can al be thought of
as intrusions upon the consciousness from without and we readily
take as the type of such sensations those which we can most readily
abstract, namely visual images. But when we consider actual poems
and the way they are brought to completion by the poet and are
recreated by areader, we are no longer considering smple perceptua

! The adjective sonic is aready current though usually in technical contexts.

2 In the fully developed fertile sone, internal sones may bear to the whole poem the
same ot of relation that a melodic or rhythmic theme bears to a musicd movement.
But when we consider that the sone (as here described) has no exact counterpart in
music—unless it be ‘tonality—we recognize the intimate fusion of dl internal elements
in the fully redized poem.

162



A NOTE ON SONIC TERMS FOR POETICS

sensations but extremely intricate and dainty transmutations into and
out of language: we are deding with linguistic events which, though
they arise from and somehow terminate in sensory experience, are
not themselves sensory. As long as they are linguistic events, the
element of 'meaning’ must enter; and since utterances can only con-
vey meaning as they unfold themselves in time, the eement of time
must enter. As soon as time is admitted into the scheme, rhythm can
develop and with it that internal fusion essentia to poetic language
which we have cdled ‘resonance. None of these features properly
belongs to a picture as such, or to what we normally regard as an
image. Only when the attention is shifted from the picture to the
person-viewing-the-picture do the eements of rhythm and internal
congruence enter. The eyetravels around within the picture to recon-
struct the rhythm, and in its passage apprehends the congruence of
internal relations. Once we recognize that the specifically poetic
character of a picture does not reside smply in the picture as a static
entity, the analogy of the visual image in poetry loses its charm. The
terms'soné,'sonic, 'reverberant’, ‘resonance, should serve as constant
reminders that the typical effects of poetry are syntheses to be grasped
directly. The method of subdivision and schematic reconstruction
does not apply because the margins of the poetic elements are never
unquestionably distinct. Criticism, aesthetics, and poetics can profit-
ably recognize that poetry is no more accessble than music, and
that Poetic cannot operate unless the ear is engaged.
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Symbol and Myth

All symbolic art should arise out of a real beliefl—w. B. YEATS

HEN metaphor is consdered as the irreducible dis-

tinctive unit for Poetic, and as the means by which

language comes into resonance through connections
other than logicd, the borders between one sense and another and
between thought and sense become confused. This disorientation is
essentid if we are to get rid of the notion that there ever is or can be
a 'sne datum’' which can serve as externd test for the value or
integrity of a work of art. The term 'poetic image' seems to suggest
some test of visual clarity; yet by examining metaphorical images we
have found that they refer more directly to sound than to sght, that
their outlines are nebulous, that their influence diffuses itsdfin com-
plicated ways. We have dso found that metaphor is the means to
express whatever cannot be clearly conveyed in alogica or technical
manner.

It is in symbol and myth that the peculiar nature and scope of
Poetic are to be seen in lull development These terms involve no
discontinuity in the account; for the symbol proves to be a specid
kind of metaphor and the myth proves to be a cluster of symbols
brought into resonance in the process of metaphor. True art, Yeats
observed, 'is expressve and symbolic, and makes every form, every
sound, every colour, every gesture, a signature of some unanaysable
esence’  Virginia Woolf finds her attention and vison directed to
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'‘that which is beyond and outside our own predicament; to that
which is symbalic, and thus perhaps permanent, if there is any per-
manence in our deeping, earing, breathing, so animal, so spiritual
and tumultuous lives. The permanence which symbols ensure how-
ever is not the permanence or certainty of mathematics. Here again
the distinct character of Poetic assarts itsdf by being rooted in value
and being, in the luminous instant of persona apprehension.

It is a disaster then that critics should ever have used the word
symbol as though a symbol were an indicating mark standing for
something other than itself, a sign for unambiguous substitution.
Language is now so commonly used in a technica, and even
arbitrary, manner that it may be waste of timeto quarrel about the
application of terms. But one must ingst upon reclaiming to their
origind status the two words 'symbol’ and ‘'myth'; for they belong
to the very birthright of poetry.

The word symbol is a noun from the Greek verb euufdiiew: the
word implies throwing together, chance encounter, conflict, union
in tension. One nominal form of this verb, % ovufoeds, preservesthe
root sense of encounter and colligon; but the noun from which the
word 'symbol’ derives—rsé avufotor—I 0 its root meaning by erosion
and so shifted towards the sense now current in mathematics and
logic. Originally edufoia were counters which contracting parties
broke and preserved as tokens of identity and mutual good faith.
When this contractual figure had decayed, the word ogufoder had
lost the vigour of its root sense and came to mean sSimply atoken, sign
or watchword. In Christian usage, however, the word edufeda Was
used with a threefold reference—both of the whole system of belief
as embodied in creeds and articles of faith, and of 9gns and marks
to identify Christians to each other,? and of certain ritual objects and
passages of the liturgy. That the word 'symbol’ should have along
history in theology and mysticism helps to recdl that poetry and
mysticisn both spring from the contemplative way of mind, that

1 Mr Day Lewis writes in The Poetic Image that 'An intense image is the opposite
of asymbol. A symbol is denotative; it stands for one thing only, as the figure | repre-
sents one unit. Images in poetry are sedom purely symbolic, for they are affected by
the emotiona vibrations of their context so that each reader's response to them is apt
to be modified by his persond experience’ R. G. Callingwood, in his aesthetic works,
had ds0 used the word 'symbol’ in this mathematical sense, but without introducing
for art a term corresponding with Day Lewiss 'intense image.

% One of the earliest was a fish—the Greek for which {ix8gdms  the initial
letters for the phrase 'Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour'.
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poetry and religion are inseparable in the primitive Stuation, and
that the language of mysticism is poetry.

The root-sense of symbol is admirably suited to the process of
metaphor: a clashing together, collison, meeting, didectic, and—by
implication—concentration and focusing. In the sense in which |
use the word 'symbol’, every metaphorical expresson has symbolical
character; every charged or resonant image is potentially a symbol
and strives towards full symbolic status. But since the process of
metaphor adequately covers the general order of poetic articulations,
the term symbol may conveniently be reserved for those poetic events
which we recognize to be especiadly valuable, those poetic entities
which bring Vaue most sharply into focus. The adjective Symbolic
then refers to the fullest development in Poetic. Symbol may be
further limited at the upper end of the scae by using the word myth
when we speak of whatever in poetry corresponds in religion to a
system of beliefs.

Within this general area of reference further discriminations must
be made. Symbol—which is aways in any case paradoxical and
ambivalent—manifests itsdf in two characters. as the quality of a
poetic event, and as the foca image around which the whole event
crysdlizes and orientates itsdlf. In thefirst character it is sonic, out-
ward-moving, centrifugal, and embracing; in the second character
itis (like avisua image), inward-moving, centripetal, and focusing.
Most attempts to describe poetic symbolism concentrate upon the
second character and represent the symbol as a ‘thing'—as an object
of contemplation only, without considering how one object can be
preferred above another, or how any object of contemplation can have
any peculiar force unless associated with an event in history or a
current literary expression.

A symbol, like a metaphor, does not stand for a'thing' or for an
ideq; it is a focus of rdationships® And it is a focus for those
relationships which we judge to be of highest value. In one aspect,

! Wherever in art the operation of Smple substitution occurs the cryptographer's
term cypher is useful. In The Satesman's Manual Coleridge—writing about the formu-
lated dlegory—gives an admirable account of cyphering as being 'but a trandation of
abstract notions into a picture-language, which is itsdf nothing but an abstraction
from objects of the senses;..." Some poets have been mided by mistaking cyphers
for symbols, and not a few critics have beguiled themselves into treating symbols as
though they were cyphers. The offspring of this confusion is some clever but barren
verse, and some vast structures of ingenious but nugatory fantasy masquerading under
the name of'scientific interpretation’.
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symbol is extremely condensed—so minutely focused that a single
image, often indicated by a sngle word, may be distinguished as a
symbal. It isin this character that symbol has come to be confused
with mathematical cyphers. A symbol however is not smply an
image or a single word capable of conveying important truths regard-
less of its context. If a symbol 'means anything, it will mean some-
thing different in every single context; for the symbol, being avehicle
for the highest values in poetry, is more sengtive to its context than
any other kind ofimage or word.* Each context must, in the general
manner of Poetic, be self-evident; the force of any particular use of
symbol depends not upon the symbol itsef so much as upon the
context; and the context is controlled and informed by the force of
the poet's conviction, the redlity of his beliefs. In certain historica
periods a poet may take over symbols ready-made and, relying upon
current emotive response to those symbols, prepare a context which
is dliptical, not saf-contained, a context which in another period
would need historical or archaeologica interpretation. The sym-
bolica context as afocus of belief may beterse or discursive depend-
ing upon the nature of the individual poet; and some extremely terse
symbolica expressions which are inscrutable to andyss are sdf-
contained, reveding their 'meaning’ without any external apped.
Much of Eliot's and Yeatss poetry, and some of Pound's, is of this
kind.

Man's constant desire is to be; and the god of his speculative long-
ingsisto understand Being. 'l think profound philosophy must come
from terror,’ Yeats writes. 'An abyss opens under our feet; . . .
Whether we will or no we must ask the ancient questions: Is there
reglity anywhere? |sthere aGod? Istherea Soul ? Symbols are those
objects of contemplation which revea the primary values in life:
the relations between man and the universe, between man and man,
between man and God. Single symbols cluster about and point
towards various aspects of these primary relations: birth, death, love,
fear, fertility, desolation, immortality, suffering. At the very lowest
these may be regarded (in George Rylands's phrase) as ‘consecrated
images—images, words and names consecrated, not simply by re-
ligious usage, but because they recur in the general consciousness,
because they persst in that residua storehouse of human memory

! Yeats, for example, says of his poem Cap andBells: 'The poem has always meant
agreat ded to me, though, asisthe way with symbolic poems, it has not ways meant
quite the same thing.'
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laid up throughout human history and transmitted, in socid custom,
in ritual and literature, and preserved in the culture of education. In
their origin, symbols are religious; originally magicd, they appear
over and over again in avariety of rituals and customs which bear no
direct geographical, socid, or literary relation to each other.' Jung
has recently given the name of ‘archetypa images to these antique
symbols. MissMaudBodkin'ssummary (Archetypal Patter nsinPoetry
(1934)) iswel known: The specid emotiona significance

by certain poems—a significance going beyond any definite meaning
conveyed—he attributes to the stirring in the reader's mind, within or
beneath his conscious response, of unconscious forces which he
terms "primordid images’, or archetypes. These archetypes he des
cribes as"psychic residueor numberl essexperiences of the sametype’,
experiences which have happened not to the individua but to his
ancestors, and of which the results are inherited in the structure of the
brain, apriori determinants of individual experience. ?

! This is not the place to distinguish clearly between the artistic and the religious
mind. Both are essentialy contemplative; but we should noticethat in mystical practice
the object of contemplation disappears whereas in poetry it is dways preserved. This
difference is luminously discussed by H. A. Hodges in a paper entitled "Art and
Religion' (July 1947), from which the following passage is taken. 'With the artist, to
e is to express. The religious contemplative may, indeed often does, give literary
expresson to the earlier gages of his vison and to the incidents of hisjourney aong
the road; but the ultimate confrontation he cannot utter, and does not commonly
wish to. He is the true iconoclast, who rejoices to see himsdlf stripped bare of images
which, being his own, must aways involve some danger of idolatry; and it is here,
in the recesses of the worshipping soul, and not in the public worship of the Church,
that iconoclasm is properly in place’

2 Christopher Caudwell combines the notion of primordia memory with the
rhythm of symbolic extrication: 'Emotions, generated collectively, persist in solitude
50 that one man, done, singing a song, ill feels his emotion stirred by collective
images. He is dready exhibiting that paradox of artt—man withdrawing from his
fdlows into the world of art, only to enter more dosdy into communion with
humanity.' Seedso Dorothy Emmet, The Nature of Metaphysical Thinking, p. 102

Y eats remarks upon some of the intersections of persona memory and the ‘world
memory'. 'Any one who has any experience of any mysticd dtate of the soul knows
how there float up in the mind profound symbols, whose meaning, if indeed they do
not delude one into the dream that they are meaningless, one does not perhaps under-
gand for years. Nor | think has any one who has known that experience with any
congtancy, failed to find some day in some old book or on some old monument, a
drange or intricate image, that had floated up before him, and to grow perhaps dizzy
with the sudden conviction that our little memories are but a part of some great memory,
that renews the world and men's thoughts age after age, and that our thoughts are not,
as we suppose, the deep but a little foam upon the deep.’
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Primordia images embody archetypa patterns of experience, and
are capable of evoking those patterns. Primordial images (whether
or not with Coleridge and Jung we postulate a Collective Uncon-
scious to accommodate them) are not however the only symbols.
When Gilbert Murray sated that one ‘legps in response to the
effective presentation in poetry of an ancient theme' he was only
partly right; for the primordial image is consecrated not merely by
antiquity but by value. An image consecrated by use at successive
periods acquires a specid quality when seen (as it were) disposed in
its multitudinous characters and lights down the convergent corridor
of history. But the peculiar power of poetry is to obliterate the dimen-
gon of time, to bring into a momentary focus dl the historica
implications of a word or image, so that roots strike into the teeming
secrecy of unconsciousness and bring forth clusters of antique memo-
ries. No matter what historical basis they may have, archetypal
experiences belong to aluminous present and owe their force to their
peculiar quality. They are recognized in experience as having that
intense vaue which we usualy ascribe only to what is most ancient
and abiding. But the value is in the instant of experience itself, and
does not depend upon any extrinsc judgment of permanence or
antiquity. Yesats again has a memorable observation upon this point.
It is only by ancient symbols, by symbols that have numberless
meanings beside the one or two the writer lays an emphasis upon,
or the haf-score he knows of, that any highly subjective art can
ecape from the barrenness and shalowness of a too conscious
arrangement, into the abundance and depth of nature. The poet of
essences and pure ideas must seek in the haf-lights that glimmer
from symbol to symbol as if to the ends of the earth, al that the epic
and dramatic poet finds of mystery and shadow in the accidental
circumstances of life' 'In uncertain dreams’ Gide notes in his
Journal, ‘are aready sketched out vaguely the great figures of eternity.’

When we respond to primordial images and to symbols we have
an incredulous sense of recognitionr—amogt, as Keats sad, 'a
Remembrance'. This recognition does not arise from the perspective
element of time. Rather it is a way of interpreting to ourselves the
remarkable sense of wholeness and inevitability when the poem
‘enters into one's soul, and does not startle it or amaze it with itself,
but with its subject’. We are astonished at the unity of consciousness
and at the unity of human experience, and find a body for that
astonishment in a sense of recognition. The 'rightness and Value of
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the experience is interpreted in terms of the tragic dimension of time,
in the same way that Plato and Proclus and Vaughan and Words-
worth extrapolate the vividness and freedom of Childhood into the
spiritual perfection of alife before birth. All men—poets and readers
—are dl in some sense men; we have Smilar responsive organisms,
we share sSmilar experiences, we tend to express our experience in
samilar ways; and when a person suddenly achieves a state of whole-
ness he recognizes it for what it is, whether or not he remembers that
it has happened to him before.

Primordial images constitute a sort of aphabet of human experi-
ence. The same clusters of images tend to persst smply because man
is congtituted as he is and is embedded in a Nature which has not
dtered substantially within human memory. In moments of ecstasy
the attention tends to be fixed upon some natural object or pheno-
menon which happens to be present. We contemplate these objects
as though they were keys to our most vivid and disturbing experi-
ence; the objects do not lose their identity but they take on an urgent
and inscrutable significance. Some of these correspondences are clear
if unanalysable; it is not difficult to think what some of these primor-
dia images would be. The moon, for example, rapidly aters its
appearance and moves swiftly through the sky in a very complex
manner; it differs even from the planets—the wandering ones—inthe
speed and intricacy of its movements, and from the stars which
remain fixed in relation to each other though the whole vault of the
sky may turn in a stately diurnal motion. The moon is dso related
with the rising and ebbing of the tides, and with rhythmic physica
occurrences in human beings. The seais manifestly both creator and
destroyer. A seed placed in the ground rots and puts forth a growth
which, springing out of the seed's death, and nourished by sun and
water, is not areplicaofthe seed. And if ‘the grave's afineand private
place' so isthewomb.

These images, however, can symbolize the quality of an experience
only under certain conditions; their inscrutable significance can be
grasped only when one is aware of the integrity of nature, the integrity
of man, the integrity of consciousness. Within the whole compass of
the created world, except for the 'salf at the centre of experience, no
'thing' is of itself more important than another; no image is more apt
than another to be a symbol; any relationship whatsoever is legiti-
mate. The artigt's function is to recognize, distinguish, and express
relaionships of vdue. Some of these relationships are so much part
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of everybody's experience that when they are clearly embodied they
strike with a singular sense of recognition even though they usually
pass unrecognized. The poet's history is evoked; the reader's personal
history is evoked and tirred: and both being men partake of the
history of their race and of their pecies. Any object whatsoever or
any event can become a symbol, whether or not it has ever been
applied symbolicaly before. Between the primordial symbol and the
persona symbol there is no difference in kind; for dl true symbols
evoke primordia resonances. Some consecrated images can resonate
in contexts not very fastidioudy controlled; but the poet's greatest
achievement is to fashion a symbolical context for a personal symbol
—that is to creste a new symbol or recreate an old one. For no
symbol—not even a primordia symbol—is active unless freshly and
vitaly apprehended in persona vison. Every symbol must be dis
covered in its initid vitality and novelty every time it is used: only
in such a primal act of discovery and recognition can any image
achieve symbolic stature, power, resonance.

A symbol is not a single word or object, like ‘'moon’, 'ocean,
‘womb', 'seed’; the single word, the single image requires a context,
a poetic stuation. In any symbolicad stuation we usualy find
embedded a single dominant image or word; once removed from the
controlling context this image or word degenerates into an entity for
emotive or ideational response. The symbol in its appropriate context
is poetic in character; it is aways a vehicle for feglings, for complex
and va uabl e states of awareness, and never a vehicle for dogmaor for
idess® And since the symbol is a focal point for a relationship
between redlity and a person it reaches out both towards redlity and
towards the suffering person. And since these two can never be

! Emblem is a term standing between cypher and symbol, but generally having the
character of cypher. Emblems are not arbitrary marks standing for persons or things,
but rather honorific or heraldic badges which refer to some particular quality of the
person or thing. The four Evangdigts have four beadts as their emblems; or a king
has the emblem of a lion, or an Indian chief the emblem of a wolf, a bear, a fox.
An emblem is a suppressed simile, but not a metaphor; the suppressed simileis a best
partial, a smple ascription of certain general characteristics. Emblems, though not
symbolicd, are potentialy symbolica. When St John is given the emblem of the eagle,
and St Matthew the cock, the simile 'fits' better than the lion fits St Mark or the bull
S Luke; but that is because the eagle as emblem of strength and the cock as emblem
of dawn are more evocative terms. Cridcism would do well to recover the seventeenth-
century use of the term emblem to indicate words and images which, from recurrent

use and a consequent fusion of word and referent, suggest that they have specid
symbolical possihilities. But since the emblem is used to represent an abstract quality,
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identical, a symbol is adways ambivaent, reveding itsdf to the
empirical and technica mind as paradox—a paradox quite as em-
barrassing to the scientific critic asit is to theformal logician. Cyphers
have 'meaning’: they point to more or less unambiguous (though
sometimes secret) concepts which can be exhausted by lexicd or
archaeologica ingenuity. Symbols are not without meaning, but their
primary function is to evoke and sustain a particular state of aware-
ness which is dso of high vaue. A symboal is, therefore, inexhaustible
to both analysis and meditation.

* * ¥

The nature of symbol is not, | think, better described than by
Coleridge. His most luminous account appears in The Satesman's
Manual (1825), and is informed as much by his theologica pre-
occupeation as by his direct inquiry, into Poetic in Biographia Liter aria
(1815-17). 'A symbol {3 Zorww dei ravegydpueor [Which is dways
sef-energizing]) is characterized by the translucence of the speciad in
the individual, or of the genera in the specid, or of the universa in
the general; above dl by the translucence of the eternal through and
in the temporal. It always partakes of the reality which it renders intelli-
gible; and while it enunciates the whole, abides itself as a living part in that
unity of which it is the representative [my italics]. In the same book, he
spesks of the imagination as 'that reconciling and mediatory power,
which incorporating the reason in images ofthe sense, and organiz-
ing (as it were) the flux of the senses by the permanence and sdf-
circling energies of the reason, gives birth to a system of symbols,
harmonious in themselves, and unsubstantial with the truths of which they
are the conductors. And in an essay on Cervantes he notices that in
or to illustrate a moral fable, it is evidently of the order of cypher and not of symbol.
The beast imagery in Shakespeare's Lear, for example, seemsto me a matter of emblems
and not symboals.

LIf the question 'What does this symbol mean? can be answered simply and
directly, theimage in question is not a symbol. To say that in aparticular poem 'the
moon is a symbol of pity' is a meaningless statement unless further ducidated. To
accord with my account of symbol the statement would have to imply something like
this: 'Here the poet has charged the image of the moon with a peculiar fegling which
islike nothing so much asthefedling of pity; and because| know that pity isavaluable
experience| call theimage of the moon in this context a symbolica usage, and cdl the
word "moon" a symbol as being the focus through which principdly the feding
of pity is generated in me" Even the most experienced shorthand writers sometimes
have difficulty in reading back their own notes.
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symbolica writing ‘it is very possble that the generd truth repre-
sented may be working unconscioudy in the writer's mind during
the construction of the symboal'.

These passages may be taken as illuminating texts, for this is not
the place to attempt a full-dress account of Coleridge's doctrine of
symbol. Severd important features of symbol are noticed here. The
symbol 'partakes of the redity which it renders inteligible that is to
say, the symbol is an integral element in the event of reality which it
Illuminates. The symbol does not smply stand for an object present
in the event but preserves thefeeling for an object which in the event
had specid significance: or as Gide has observed, The symbal is the
thing around which a book is written." The symbol has its origin in
sensory experience, and by partaking in an event of redlity becomes
(to extend Coleridge's visual figure) translucent—a lens (as it were)
focusing for the poet the Value of the event, and aso bringing the
event into sharp focus for the reader.

If an image is to become a symbol, an integral part of the redity
which it renders inteligible, it must in experience serve a double
function. It will assume a focal postion as an object of contempla
tion (whether or not ‘actualy' present): the poet's attention concen-
trates in a 'fixed gaze, and an activity supervenes which is not that
of observation but of vison in the mystical sense. The object loses its
distinct outline as 'thing' and its opagueness as a 'thing-in-itself'; it
becomes tranducent, luminous, the focal point through which the
complex energy of an event of redity flowsin, the lens through which
the poet 'sees a world of spirit beyond. This world he recognizes as
his world of here-and-now transfigured. In this heightened mood of
vison ‘'images of memory flow in on the impulse of immediate
perception’, and in the developing event of redity the focal image,
the symbol, sustains and concentrates the whole feeling of the event.
Ifthe feeling of the event is to be enucleated and bodied forth with its
pristine power and with structural fidelity, the foca symbol aone
cannot be a sufficient vehicle: the symbol may be there by accident,
and in any case it cannot be a direct substitute for the event. When
the process moves from contemplation into the purifying phase of
embodiment, the focal symbols gather to themselves—from the per-
ceived present and from the shaping well of memory—aother images,
thoughts, tunes. If the poet is faithfully to embody his moment of
vision he requires not only distinct symbols but 'a system of symbols.
‘All art is sensuous,’ Yeats admits; 'but when a man puts only his
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contemplative nature and his more vague desires into his art, the
sensuous images through which it spesks become broken, fleeting,
uncertain, or are chosen for their distance from generd experience,
and al grows unsubstantial and fantastic. When imagination moves
in adim world ... we go to it for delight indeed but in our weari-
ness. If we are to sojourn there that world must grow consistent with
itself, emotion must be related to emotion by a system of ordered
images. ... It must grow to be symboalic, that is, for the soul can
only achieve a distinct separated life where many related objects at
once distinguish and arouse its energies in its fullness' Symbols
appear in clusters, in ordered patterns, harmoniously disposed. And
when Coleridge shifts from avisual to a sonic term we are reminded
again of the metaphorical resonance.

* * *

The sonic character of symbols, their tendency to appear not
singly but in resonant clusters, may conveniently be illustrated with
afew passages of poetry. These will dso illustrate degrees of resonance
and show that the presence of symbolica words is not enough to
bring a whole passage into resonance. Consider first a passage in
which Shakespeare makes fanciful play with images of conception
in A Midsummer Night's Dream.

Set your heart at rest:
Thefairy-land buys not the child of me.
His mother was a vot'ress of my order:
And, in the spiced Indian air, by night,
Full often hath she gossipt by my side;
And sat with me on Neptune's yellow sands,
Marking th' embarked traders on thefood;
When we have laught to see the sails conceive
Andgrow big-bellied with the wanton wind;
Which she, with pretty and with swimming gait
Following,—her womb then rich with my young squire,—
Would imitate, and sail upon the land,
Tofetch me trifles, and return again,
Asfroma voyage, rich with merchandise.
But she, being mortal, of that boy did die;. ..

The imagery in this passage is in metaphorical but not in symbolic
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resonance: the concelt is charming and delicately sustained but strikes
to no deeper level. A speech dmost immediately preceding does not
even achieve metaphorical resonance, despite the presence of quite a
number of Symbol-words. (Oberon has charged Titaniawith mak-
ing Theseus break faith with four other ladies for love of her.)

These are theforgeries ofjealousy:

And never, since the middle summer's spring,
Metwe.. .

But with thy brawls thou hast disturb'd our sport.
Therefore the winds, piping to us in vain,

As in revenge, have suckd upfrom the sea
Contagiousfogs, whichfalling in the land,
Hath every pelting river made so proud,

That they have overborne their continents.

The ox hath therefore stretch'd his yoke in vain,
The ploughman lost his sweat; and the green corn
Hath rotted ere his youth attain'd a beard:
Thefold stands empty in the drownedfield,
And crows arefatted with the murrion flock;
The nine-men'smorris is fill'd up with mud;
And the quaint mazes in the wanton green,

For lack of tread, are undistinguishable:

The human mortals want their winter cheer;
No night is now with hymn or carol blest:—
Therefore the moon, the governess of foods,
Pale in her anger, washes all the air,

That rheumatic diseases do abound:

And through this distemperature we see

The seasons alter: hoary-headedfrosts

Fall in the fresh lap ofthe crimson rose;

And on old Hiems chin and icy crown

And odorous chaplet of sweet summer buds

Is, as in mockery, set: the spring, the summer,
The chiding autumn, angry winter, change

Their wonted liveries; and the mazed world,

By their increase, now knows not which is which:
And this same progeny of evils comes

From our debate, from our dissension;

We are their parents and original
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‘The winds, piping to us in vain' strike a responsive chord with John
the Baptist's words, 'We have piped unto you, and ye have not
danced ; but there is no answering echo, and the decorative catalogue
continues, separating the dancing from the piping. A more powerful
note is struck by the rotting corn, the double meaning of the word
'beard’, and the ironical evocation of Christ's words. 'Except a corn
of wheat fdl into the ground and die, it abideth done: but ifit die,
it bringeth forth much fruit." For a moment the note is sustained by
echoes of the desolate city described in Ecclesiastes and in the Revela-
tion; but it lapses amost a once into a brilliant confusion which is
not rescued by the punning cross-reference of'maze’ and the distant
reference to the beard of youth in ‘old Hiems chin’,

If we turn to Yeatss poem The Second Coming we hear the true
symbolic tone with its primordial undersong.

SQurely some revelation is at band,

Surely the Second Coming is at band.

The Second Coming! Hardly are those words out
When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi
Troubles my sight: somewhere in sands of the desert
A shape with lion body and the head of a man,

A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun,

Is moving its dow thighs, while all about it

Redl shadows of the indignant desert hirds.

The darkness drops again; but now | know

That twenty centuries of stony Sleep

Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle,

And what rough beast, its hour come round at lag,
Souches towards Bethlehem to be born?

Here primitive, pagan and Christian symbols, interfused in a verti-
ginous perspective of time, are turned to a shocking irony. And in
another poem of his the power of symbolic statement is manifested
in remarkable degree.

LEDA AND THE SWAN
A sudden blow: the great wings beating till
Above the staggering girl, her thighs caressed
By the dark webs, her nape caught in his hill,
He holds her helpless breast upon his breast.
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How can those terrified vague fingers push
The feathered glory from her loosening thighs?
And how can My, laid in that white rush,
Butfeel the strange heart heating where it lies?

A shudder in the loins engenders there
The broken wall, the burning roof and tower
And Agamemnon dead.

Being so caught up,
S mastered by the brute blood of the air,
Did she put on his knowledge with his power
Before the indifferent beak could let her drop?

My purpose hereis not explication de texte but smply to illustrate a
scde of Value in poetry, and to point to the papable qualitative
difference between symbolical poetry and poetry that is not symboli-
cd. Every poem, every work of art, expresses and implies a universe,
a vison of Being; some of these universes are more extensive and
valuable than others.

An individual poet will find certain images more fruitful in con-
templation than others; and these by the accretion and overlaying
of successive vivid experiences—and often through rigorous criticism
—congtitute his persona myths. The cluster of images which his
experience has purified to a tate of translucence and matured to sym-
bolic stature comprise points of entry to his persona universe of value.

Does the extent and value of the universe depend upon the
currency of the myth in which that universe is embodied, upon the
number of people who (as it were) Understand the alusions? |
should say not. | should say that the authority of a poem must aways

L Yeats's counter to the romanic view of sexual love recurs severd timesin his later
poems. See for example The Lady's First Song:

| amin love

And that is my shame.
What hurts the soul
My soul adores,

No better than a beast
Upon allfours.

Leonardo da Vinci had similarly observed: ‘Love in its fury is a thing so ugly that
the human race would die out if those engaged in it were to see themsdlves But at
the same time Yeats was preoccupied with the notion that ‘the tragedy of sexud
intercourse is the perpetual virginity of the soul'.
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reg within the poem; it does not derive from the weight or number of
externa references the poem may make. If apoemisto be symboalical
the symbols must have come glowing with life into the poet's words
as incarnations of his belief, as the body of his vison.

* * *

A myth is a direct metaphysical statement beyond science. It
embodiesin an articulated structure of symbol or narrative a vision of
redity. It is a condensed account of man's Being and attempts to
represent redlity with structura fidelity, to indicate at a single stroke
the sdient and fundamental relations which for a man constitute
redity. A myth in this sense is primitive, communal, and religious
in origin; and its only possible mode of expression is Poetic. Myth
is not an obscure, oblique, or elaborate way of expressing reaity—
it is the only way. Myth has as its purpose, its source and end,
revelation; myth is not make-believe but the most direct and positive
assertion of belief that man can discover ! Myth is an indispensable
principle of unity in individual lives and in the life of society.

‘Make-believe is an enervating exercise of fancy not to be confused
with imaginative growth. The saner and greater mythologies are not
fancies; they are the utterance of the whole soul of man and, as such,
inexhaustible to meditation. They are no amusement or diversion
to be sought as a relaxation and an escape from the hard redlities of
life. They are these hard redlitiesin projection, their symbolic recogni-
tion, co-ordination and acceptance. Through such mythologies our
will is collected, our powers unified, our growth controlled. Through
them the infinitely divergent strayings of our being are brought into
"balance and reconciliation”.'

As with the word 'symboal’, this meaning of myth must be asserted
as clearly as possible; for the ‘ordinary’ meaning of myth has no
bearing upon Poetic, or upon the attitude of mind from which myth

! Jung supports this view in his recent contribution to an Introduction to a Science
of Mythology (1951): 'The primitive mentality does not invent myths, it experiences
them. Myths are origind revelations of the preconscious psyche, Involuntary state-
ments abgut unconscious psychic happenings, and anything but alegories of physica

Processes

2. A. Richards, Coleridge on Imagination (1934, 1951). Cf. Paul Vdery: 'The
image of thisworld is part of afamily ofimages, aninfinitegroup, al the elements of
which we possess—hut unconsci ousy—consciousness of possessonisthe secret of the
inventors (Note and Digression, 1919). 178
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springs. The New English Dictionary records only a meaning of 1830,
defining myth as 'A purely fictitious narrative usually involving
supernatural persons, actions, or events, and embodying some
popular idea concerning natural or historica phenomena. Often
used vaguely to include any narrative having fictitious eements.
And 'mythica’ is defined as 'Having no foundation in fact'. Despite
the efforts of severd critics and aestheticians in this century to restore
an older meaning to the word, thisis the way most people at present
would define myth. And the dominant notion of myth—as fictitious,
having no foundation in fact, embodying some 'popular idea—
clearly indicates the dominance of the technical way of mind. Myth,
as an articulated image of redlity, has nothing to do with ‘fact' in the
scientific sense; it reveds Being and Value, and is not primarily
concerned to record a series of events as they "actually happened' in
historical sequence. The myth becomes most translucent, it would
seem, when a mythical narrative can dso be shown to be 'a true
story’; that is one reason for the vitality and variety of the Christian
myth. The primary requirements for vital myth are that it should
spring from belief, and that it should embody the quality of spiritual
events and not merely that it should establish the historicity of certain
physical events.

In Homer the wordsmyth (uéba¢) andlogos {Adyaes) aresynonyms
and mean simply ‘what was sad. For some reason Homer preferred
the word 'myth’ to the word 'logos; but he does not use it in any
specid sense. Pindar was evidently the first to distinguish between
'myth' and 'logos, thinking of myth as a false story and logos as true.
The two words diverge as soon as history abandoned the rhapsodic
celebration of deeds and the affectionate accumulation of logoi'
(? travellers tades) and turned to analytica criticism in the attempt to
discern dominant forces in socid events. 'Logos came to be applied
to ‘factua’ and criticd history such as Thucydides wrote; ‘myth' was
applied to poetry and to the legendary collections like that of Hero-
dotus. The change was very sudden: Herodotus and Thucydides
were born only about twenty years apart. Plato's philosophy sup-
ported the dichotomy; but Plato himself knew that he could illumin-
ate the more visionary ranges of philosophy only by using myths;
and he assumed that the truth or falsity of a myth depended upon
interpretation and not upon the myths themselves. Through the
differentiation in historical writing, ‘logos became associated with
the faculty of reasoning’; but the corresponding faculty a work in
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myth was neither named nor clearly distinguished. ‘Logos, by
meaning not only a‘word' or 'story' but dso a system of'true fact',
passed into the adjectival form which epitomizes the anaytica
method—Iogic." For ashort period—intheFourth Gospd andinthe
Neoplatonic Christian philosophies—the word Logos turned back
towards its primitive identity with myth, implying the magicaly
powerful, the supremely crestive.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
wasGod.

The same was in the beginning with God.

All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that
was made.

In him was life, and the life was the light of men.

And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.

If we regard the prototype of human expresson as utterance
springing from immersion in redlity, the starting-point is (to use
Maritain'sterm) the'magica and potent Name, the means by which
man redlizes his world and himself.? And we may paraphrase St
John's opening words as the foundation and starting-point of all
Poetic: 'In the beginning was the Myth." By this we mean, not
merely in the beginning of time, in the primordia state of man, but
now and aways, in the eternad-evanescent present of redity. For
whenever the mind falls upon contemplation the mythisat hand to
clarify and make sane al action and al utterance which, bemg
moral, responsible, valuable, can properly be caled human.®

* * *

! Sedw J. A. K. Thomson, The Art of the Logos (1935); Perceval Frutiger, Les
Mythes de Platon (1930); J. Tate, 'Plato and Allegorica Interpretation’, The Classical
Quarterly vals. XXI11 and XXI111 (1929, 1930).

2 Cf. Bauddaire's saying: 'll y adansle mot, dans|e verbe, quelque chose de wer/qui
nous dtfends d'en faire unjeu de hasard. Manier ssvamment une langue, cest pratique
une epece de soredlerie evocaoire!

8 When the dictionaries refer to myth asafictitious, popular opinion, they presumably
have in mind what is usualy caled an 'old wives tale—popular in the sense of being
hed by uneducated people—or a 'superdtition’. Superdtition, however, is not the
prerogative of uneducated persons, the difference between myth and superdtition is the
difference between belief, and hypothesis or presupposition. To suppose that swinging
a dead ca in moonlight will cure warts rests upon a false conception of the scientific
hypothes's of cause-and-effect. It is bad science because based upon too little observa-
tion and a hasty anaysis of the wart-moon-cat situation; but that does not make it
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| have spoken so far asthough amyth were asymbolica narrative;
but this was only for convenience. It seems to me that narrative is
an accidental and not an essentid feature of myth. Myth is rather a
grouping of symbols which brings them into resonance with each
other to embody a comprehensive view of redity. The relaions
which induce the resonance are not explicit and logical but didecti-
cd and inthe order of Poetic. Narrative order, onthe other hand, isa
logical order, even though the narrative take the loosaly knit manner
of epic—a string of episodes spun around a central heroic figure and
related only through that figure. Whether or not 'supernatura’
incidents are included does not affect the logicdity of narrative
structure. Once the myth hastaken a narrativeformit has started to
fall fromgrace, to moveinthedirection of legend'—anarrativewhich
treats (or pureorts to treat) of historical events with some 'imagina
tive freedom.” Itisthefunctionof myth to hold symbol sin resonance.

a superdtition. What makes it a superdtition is, not that it is bad science, but that it is
science at al. Scientific method rests upon a group of hypotheses, the most serious of
which from the human point of view is that events are neither mora nor of Vaue,
the observer is supposed to be an impersona recording instrument. When an attempt
is made to interpret every agpect of human experience according to scientific hypothesis,
the resulting picture of man, his nature, and his situation is a superstition and not a
myth; for that account cannot admit (except perhaps as a grudging or flippant after-
thought) morality or Value or that individual integrity of which Poetic is the only
expresson. Such a picture leaves 'nothing to believe in'—a state of spiritua pardysis
characterigtic of al 'rationalist’ periods. It is easy to see how the obscurantist tendency
of science when spread abroad in common minds should invert such important terms
as myth and symbol: myth (in the correct sense) is represented as superdtition or make-
believe, symbol as a mathematical operation. Those who have put their money on a
superdtition will not readily admit the true quality of belief, nor subscribe to the
ironica view of Richards that 'poetry is the supreme use of language, man's chief
co-ordinating instrument, in the service of the most integral purposes of life.

It is surprising to find Sir James Frazer, in his Introduction to Apollodorus
Library (1921), asserting the popular view of myth. 'By myths | understand mis-
taken explanations of phenomena, whether of human life or of externd nature. Such
originate in that ingtinctive curiosity concerning the causes of things which at a more
advanced stage of knowledge seeks satisfaction in philosophy and science, but being
founded on ignorance and misapprehension they are dways false, for were they true
they would cease to be myths.... In short, the range of myths is as wide as the world,
being coextensve with the curiosity and the ignorance of man.'

! Legend as pseudo-history is a movement away from true myth towards the
‘ordinary’ or vulgar view that the function of imagination is to lead one into what
Kesats caled 'the realms of gold. This movement is clearly to be seen in Ezra Pound's
poem The Flame, in which he meditates nogtdgicaly upon Provencal legend. The
word 'legend' is dmogt a late return to the origind sense of logos—'what is sad'.
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In the legend the cluster of symbols disspates and becomes con-
fused (sometimes by accretion, asin Egyptian mythology), and loses
resonance; the emphasis moves from the symbols themselves to the
narrative events and the persondlities of the actors in those events.
Such a process was a work when the Greek myths were transferred
into the more clear-cut, anthropomorphic, and hierarchica religion
of the Romans. But a hasty generalization must be avoided; the
Homeric poems (the Homeric Hymns are not Homeric) have logt
much symbolic force in thelr narrative emphasis. Pindar redis
covered Greek myth and symbol in a lyric mode; and the Greek
tragedies, despitethelr firm narrative structure, restore symbolic force,
perhaps mostly through the use of inscrutable gnomic choruses. Yet
many centuries later some process of attrition and confusion fell upon
the Arthurian legend; the primordia symbols were submerged, and
out of the chaos of the legend no distinct myth emerges but only
fragmentary recollections of some emblematic figures and episodes
and the dominating primordia symbols of lance and Graal. Out of
the Homeric legend—and especidly in the hands of Joyce and
Pound—arises the figure of Odysseus; but Odysseus, not SO much
a symbol as an emblem of distracted twentieth-century man; the
morose and crafty opportunist-adventurer; without belief, but in his
own absent-minded way faithful to a nostagic self-preoccupied
yearning, the man without a passport, the tragic playboy of the
Western world. Inthe Christian myth, however, onefindsluminous
congellation of primordial symbols combined with a fresh myth of
inexhaustible vitality. The new myth is rooted in history and the
Gospds aretold in aloose narrative form; but the emphasisis aways
upon Christ's deeds as symbolica, and his sayings as poetical.
Through these deeds and sayings a vast web of primordia symbolsis
brought into resonance by, and oriented upon, the central symbol of
Christ himself—not the personality, but the person of Christ. The
only way the power of the Christian myth can be curtailed is by
removing it from the sphere of Poetic, by regarding it in an attitude
not religious, by substituting for the poeticaly articulated myth an
ethicd system, an abstract philosophy, or a casuistical st of rules—
none of which can induce the contemplative state of awareness from
which done valuable action can flow.

The precise outlines or limits of a myth can never be determined;
every myth is compact of primordid symbols, and every myth
through primordial symbolism is in resonance with every other
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myth. This is Smply a macroscopic view of our first account of myth
as a resonant cluster of symbols. Every myth singly and dl myths
together comprise what Coleridge caled a 'subtle Vulcanian Spider-
web Net of Sted—strong as Sted, yet subtle as Ether'. Touch this
intricate web, no matter how lightly, and ‘instantly the trains of
forgotten Thought rise from their living catacombs; a touch, a
breath, a vibration of the air—and it is transmitted directly to some
mythic centre and spreads outward in rings of evocation to bring
back from the dark fringes of secret experience vivid echoes of for-
gotten suffering and thejoy that is dso suffering.

... il the heart doth need a language, ill
Doth the old ingtinct bring back the old names.

Only thus can the most primitive and the most civilized mentality
fuse in the incandescent moment of reality which is al we know of
eternity. For

... every powerful life goes on its way

Too blinded by the sight of the mind's eye,
Too deafened by the cries out of the heart

Not to have staggeringfeet and groping hands.

And every great work of art, and every great discovery, is made by a
man groping his way out of a dead end—the dead end of apathy,
of unbelief, of terror.

* * *

A sane and stable society will supply itself with a coherent struc-
ture of symbols for the mythical expression of redity and Vaue. But
amyth can never be a formula for directed action. Whenever myth
is turned in a practica direction it decays by losng its inner Poetic
coherence, by submitting to the aien coherence of logic. Symbols
need constantly to be recreated and clarified if they are to preserve the
inner vitdity of myth. But myth, being religious, draws its vitality
not from communal lip-service but from vivid personal creations and
recregtions. In an unstable or disntegrating society the communal
myth has collgpsed and been replaced with a multitude of unrelated
superdtitions. The artists, the myth-makers, are then deprived of the

! Cf. Henri Michaux's statement: "Tous ceux qui ont fait de grandes choses les ont
faites pour sortir d'une difficulte, d'un cul de sc!
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established structure of symbol and are obliged to rediscover and
revlve ancient symbols and even to create symbols and myths of their
own.! Symbols, whether ancient and established or not, must con-
stantly be discovered and rediscovered and made persona to the poet
if they are not to degenerate into cyphers or emblems. The present
disintegration of society presents only a specid instance of a generd
problem for the poet. But the artist hasin this century been so isolated
From society that the artig's introspective preoccupation with his
work has secreted a great deal of valuable detail about the way poetic
symbols are crested.

In alittle angry verse Yeats celebrated his own departure from a
tapestried archaeologicd manner:

| made my song a coat
Covered with embroideries
Out of old mythologies
From heel to throat;

But thefools caught it,
Wore it in the world's eyes
As though they'd wrought it
Song, let them take it,

For there's more enterprise
In walking naked.

From an adaptation of historic symbols not his own, he turned to
discover and shape to his persona vison persona symbols, no
matter of what origin so long as they were his own, grasped and s&t
afire by his own experience. The stark, passionate, terrifying meta-
physics of Byzantium and The Second Coming prove upon the pulse
that Y eats succeeded in his quest for a persona symbolism. Without

! This accounts for the private, fragmentary, and archaeological character of much
twentieth-century an. In such conditions there is a very wide gulf between the best
and second-best artists, because of the amost insuperable difficulty, when society has
no eye or ear for symbolical expression, of raisng persona vision to the level of vitdl
symbol. Of contemporary esoteric writing Paul Vaery notes in Note-Book Biyio:
‘An important part of modern literature is given to communicating—not the find date
of impressions, the date of something seized, unravelled, organized, cleared up—but
the initid date, that of having gill to understand (the encounter ill to be met), the
problematical date, confused, sentimental, sensorid. Instead of writing formuks,
It writes data in the form of implicit functions—somewnhat as the modern definitions
are nude by independent postulates and no longer by one single sentence. Much the
same as musc.!
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an extensve mythologica gloss, without even the Vehiculatory gear
and swim-bladders of Per Arnica Slentia Lunae and A Vision, his
persond symbols—of pern and gyre, swan and heron and hawk, the
winding dair, the tower, Byzantlum—convey directly their charges
of feeling, their * meaning' in Poetic.® If this were not ‘so they would
not be symbols. How this came about is more than hinted in his
poem On a Picture ofa Black Centaur by Edmund Dulac:

. yet 1, being driven halfinsane
Because of some green wing, gathered old mummy wheat
In the mad abstract dark andground it grain by grain
And after baked it dowly in an oven; but now
| bring full-flavoured wine out of a barrel found
Where seven Ephesian topers slept and never knew
When Alexander's empire passed, they slept so sound.

The self-contained, self-evident force of Yeatss mature metaphysica
manner might be regarded as an isolated psychologica develop-
ment, not typical of the symbolic process in poetry. But the same
process is to be seen in the work of other poets. And it can be clearly
demonstrated, where one would perhaps be least disposed to find it,
in the work of Coleridge. In The Ancient Mariner he had fashioned a
myth in narrative form, weaving it around a group of symbols, few
of which—and notably the albatross—were consecrated by previous

! While this chapter was in final revision | have read with great profit T. R. Henn's
The Lonely Tower (1550). From his book | have lifted an epigraph: for | have not read
Albert Beguin's L'Ame Romantique et Le Reve.

| do not suggest that Y eatss poems—or anybody else's—should be read one by one,
out of the context of the whole corpus of his work. But the single poem must contain
within itsdf the power which, if inscrutable, will send us in search of clarification.
With Yeats the clarification can be found within his own work; with other poets this
isnot 0. (SeeRosamund Tuve, A Reading of George Herbert (1952), for theimportance
of knowing what a poet took for granted.) Y eats himself does not argue for unreflective
impressionism. Take some linethat is quite Ssmple, that getsits beauty fromits place in
a gory, and see how it flickerswith the light of the many symboals that have given the
sory its beauty, as a sword-blade may flicker with the light of burning towers 'A
poetical passage cannot be understood without a rich memory, and like the older school
of painting appeds to a tradition ... in rhythm, in vocabulary; for the ear must notice
dight variations upon old cadences and customary words, dl that high breeding of
poetica style where there is nothing ostentatious, nothing crude, no breath of parvenu
or journalist' 'Day after day | have sat in my chair turning a symbol over in my mind,
exploring dl its details, defining and again defining its elements, testing my convictions
and those of others by its unity, attempting to substitute particulars for an abstraction
like that of dgebra
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symbolic use! Beyond The Ancient Mariner and his better-known
poems he sustained, without conscious intent, a coherent structure
of personal symbols powerful enough to animate many a passage of
his intimate prose as well as his poems. These symbols, some of
which touch primordia references, atained symbolic stature by
being taken up from direct observation in actua events, made
objects of contemplation and vehicles of the contemplative passon.
(‘'When a man writes any work of genius, or invents some cregtive
action, isit not", Yeats asks, 'because some knowledge or power has
come into his mind from beyond his mind? It is cdled up by an
image, as | think; . . . but our images must be given to us, we
cannot choose them deliberately/) Coleridge's persona symbols—the
moon, the blue sky, the ocean, trees, fire, the candle flame (if they
areto be cdled by name)—control the power of the Moon-gloss in
The Ancient Mariner: 'In his loneliness and fixedness he yearneth
towards thejourneying Moon, and the stars that till sojourn, yet ill
move onward; and everywhere the blue sky belongs to them, and is
their appointed rest and their native country and their own natural
homes, which they enter unannounced, as lords that are certainly
expected, and yet thereis asilentjoy a their arrival.’ A brief series of
extracts from nis private Notebooks will illustrate how clearly he
recognized and understood symbolic process.

" ... afirst, we are from various causes delighted with generalities
of nature which can al be expressed in dignified words; but, after-
wards, becoming more intimately acquainted with Nature in her
detail, we are ddlighted with distinct, vivid ideas most when made
ditinct/

'l am not certain whether | should have seen with any emotion
the mulberry-tree of Shakespeare ... ifa dtriking tree, | fear that the
pleasure would be diminished rather than increased, that | should
have no unity of feding, and find ... an intrusion that prevented me
from whally (as a whole man) losing mysdf in the flexures of its
branches and intertwining of its roots:”

‘Sometimeswhen | earnestly look at a beautiful object or landscape,
it seems as if | were on the brink of a fruition sill denied—as if
Vison were an appetite.

'In looking a objects of Nature while | am thinking, as a yonder
moon dim-glimmering through the dewy window-pane, | seem

!1 indline to the view that Dejection: an Ode is not less impersonal and mythical than
The Ancient Mariner.
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rather to be seeking, as it were asking for, a symbolical language for
something within me that dready and forever exigts, than observing
anything new. Even when that latter is the case, yet dill 1 have
adways an obscure feding as if that new phenomena were the dim
awakening of a forgotten or hidden truth of my inner nature. It is
dill interesting as a word—a symbol. It is Adye¢ the Crestor, and
the Evolver!'

'One of the srangest and most painful peculiarities of my nature
.... | will here record—and my motive, or, rather, impulse, to do
this seems an effort to eoign and abalienate it from the dark adyt
of my own being by avisua outness, and not the wish for othersto
seit.

" What a swarm of thoughts and fedlings, endlessy minute frag-
ments, and, as it were, representations of al preceding and embryos
of dl future thought, lie in one moment! So, in a single drop of
water, the microscope discovers what motions, what tumult, what
wars, what pursuits, what stratagems, what a circle-dance of death
and life, death-hunting life, and life renewed and invigorated by
death! The whole world seems here in a many-meaning cypher.
What if our existence was but that moment? What an unintelligible,
affrightful riddle, what a chaos of limbs and trunk, tailless, headless,
nothing begun and nothing ended, would it not be? And yet scarcely
more than that other moment of fifty or sixty years, were that all?

'‘Our mortal existence, what is it but a stoppage in the blood of
life, a brief eddy from wind or concourse of currents in the ever-
flowing ocean of pure Activity, who beholds pyramids, yea, Alps
and Andes, giant pyramids, the work of firethat raiseth monuments,
like a generous victor Oer its own conquest, the tomb-stones of a
world destroyed! Yet these, too, float adown the sea of Time, and
melt away as mountains of floating ice'

‘Unconscioudly | stretched forth my arms as to embrace the sky,
and in atrance | had worshipped God in the moon—the spirit, not
the form . . . Oh! not only the moon, but the depths of the sky!
The moon was the idea; but deep sky is, of dl visud impressions, the
nearest akinto afedling. It is more a feeling than a sight, or, rather,
it is the meting away and entire union of feeling and sght!'

In a note written in the early morning of Wednesday, 2 November
1803, we see the interflux of feeling, growing out of sounds and
visua images, flowing across the passvity of rapt attention in a
mood of searching agony. The symbols condelae the complexity
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offeeling is borne by the interfusion of symbols and their paradoxica
ambivalence. In this note, made in the white heat of vison and
intended for no eye but his own, we see ‘the shaping spirit of
Imagination' moving on the face of the waters, the symbols emerging,
clarifying, physicaly embedded in vivid perception yet pointing
forward into a central area of spiritual experience.

"The voice of the Greta and the cock-crowing. The voice seems to
grow like aflower on or about [? above] the water beyond the bridge,
while the cock-crowing is nowhere particular ... A most remark-
able sky! the moon, now waned to a perfect ostrich egg, hangs over
our house dmogt, only so much beyond it, gardenward, that | can
e it, holding my head out of the smaller study window. The sky
Is covered with whitish and with dingy cloudage, thin dingiest scud
close under the moon, and one side of it moving, dl ese moveless
... Now while I have been writing this and gazing between-whiles
(it is forty minutes past two), the break over the road is swalowed
up, and the stars gone; the break over the house is narrowed into a
rude circle, and on the edge of its circumference one very bright star.
Sed dready the white mass, thinning at its edge, fgbts with its
brilliance. See! It has bedimmed it, and now it is gone, and the
moon is gone. The cock-crowing too has ceased. The Greta sounds
on for ever. But | hear only the ticking of my watch in the pen-place
of my writing-desk and the far lower note of the noise of the fire,
perpetual, yet seeming uncertain. It is the low voice of quiet change,
of destruction doing its work by little and little.

At a touch of vivid perception upon the 'subtle Vulcanian
Spider-web, 'instantly the trains of forgotten Thought rise from their
living catacombs’: 'images and shattered fragments of memory'; not
ideas, not propositions, not abstract notions trooping by in pae
personification—Hope, Love, Remorse, Guilt, Aloneness—but the
multitudinous cumulus of consciousness suddenly sdlecting and
grouping itsdf into a state of vital wholeness. This state is an over-
whelming awareness, apurejoy which initsintensity is suffering, a
suffering which in its integrity is delight. And here the sf is made
whole and logt in its immersion in redity. The limits between sdf
and other, sdf and Nature, mind and the laws of its own universe,
are obliterated. The struggle to redize and make integral the sdf,
the need to identify the sdf while yet preserving the redlity, are in
these circumstances an undakable thirst. The work of art, the
physical secretion of this extricating process, becomes the necessary
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condition of withdrawal, the means of faith, the buttress againgt self-
betrayal. Out of such a finely intrinsicated web of personal symbols
does the myth spring as the body for a mora universe, a persona
universe of vaue.

So profound and urgent is the need for myth, that a myth remains
fluid, ready adways to accommodate whatever is germina and
clarifying, quick to regject what was become inert or serile. The true
myth never hardens into a crystalized system. The persona myth
presarves its integrity in an infinity of variations and resonant com-
binations, the incandescent centre of emphasis fals now on this
symbol, now on that; and with each fresh arrangement, each gracious
combination of persona symbols, the flow of evoked images, words,
sounds is modulated to serve the compelling integrity of the myth.
The myth hangs dove-like over the chaos of memory, caling to what
creatures it knows not; and those creatures—though they do not
know their names, though they do not understand the language in
which the cry is uttered—come forth into the light, answering un-
uttered names, dancing in grave style to the compulsion of a tune,
‘ditties of no tone' perhaps, a heart-beat, a rhythm. In the process of
integral fusion each individual element preserves its identity and is
changed, yet 'abides itsdf as a living part in that unity of which it is
the representative. The primitive and civilized, the communal and
the private, the primordial and the persona, the accidental and the
permanent,joinin aritual dance gesturingforth the present epiphany,
while the poet relives and revives a past in the present from which
dready a future is taking shape.
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A NOTE ON ALLEGORY

Allegory is dmogt invariably represented as the antithesis of symbol
—'atrandation’, as Coleridge says, 'of abstract notions into a picture-
language, which is itsdf nothing but an abstraction from objects of
the senses. The effort to isolate the transcendent power of symbol has
turned too often upon a comparison with the formulated alegory—
dlegory in decay. The same attitude is expressed by Yeas Sym-
bolism said things which could not be said so perfectly in any other
way, and needed but a right ingtinct for its understanding; while
Allegory sad things which could be sad as wdl, or better, in
another way, and needed a right knowledge for its understanding.
The one thing gave dumb things voices, and bodiless things bodies,
while the other read a meaning—which had never lacked its voice or
its body—into something heard or seen, and loved less for the mean-
ing than for its own sake' C. S. Lewiss Allegory of Love (1936)
on the other hand has clarified the nature of true dlegory, but only at
the expense of confusing the nature of symbal. | wish to advance the
view that dlegory initsfull poetic development is a symbolic mode,
and inits formulated state is a species of cyphering.

Allegory is a convention by which the inner drama of conscience
and love may be revealed. Different features of the individua soul
are personified and, within the conventional setting of a dream, the
personifications take on individual identity and act out the inner
dramain a discursive (usualy epic) narrative. In dlegory two levels
of attention and action operate Smultaneoudly. Lewis has scotched
the standard view that a reader cannot sustain two levels of action
at once. ‘It is a mischievous error to suppose that in an alegory the
author is "redly” talking about the thing symbolized, and not at dl
about the thing that symbolizes; the very essence of the art is to talk
about both.'

Allegory in its full development is a highly specidized form of
symbolic expresson. But because the purpose of dlegory is psycho-
logical revelation, it arises a best from a mixed poetic intension, and
very easly becomes the vehicle for deliberate didacticism. Allegory

! Elsawhere, hewrites: 'l find that though | love symbolism, whichisoftenthe only
fitting gpeech for some mystery of disembodied life, | am for the most part bored by
alcgory, which is made, as Blake says, by the "daughters of memory", and coldly,
with no wizard frenzy.'
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reveds by dissection; it separates out prominent psychic elements and
personifies them as dramatic 'characters. And this substitution,
which is cyphering or embleming and not symbolization, makes
dlegory extremely unstable; for it establishes an unpoetic coherence
at variance with the integrity of consciousness. This unpoetic strain is
further strengthened by two other demands for technical coherence:
the narrative, as principa focus of interest, must a least be a co-
herent narrative; and if the narrative element is alowed to develop
fully as narrative the personified psychic elements will tend to lose
their digtinct identity as cyphers by becoming more or less com-
plex in response to the need for a 'life-like effect in the narrative.
True alegory—allegory as a symbolic mode—is thereforeavery rare
achievement: the lis would perhaps only include The Romance ofthe
Rose, Pilgrim's Progress (with some reservations), and parts of The
Faerie Queene. (Symbolical alegory occurs in limited passages of
poems which do not attempt to sustain afull narrative alegory; but
these too arerare.) In the symbolic allegory we find the characteristic
symbolica resonance between the alegorica persons and the facul-
ties of the soul, between the narrative and the inner drama; and the
character of this resonance is precisely what Coleridge postulated for
symbol. The most prominent feature of symbolic dlegory is the
digtinct self-subsistence of both the 'surface’ story and the implied
dlegoricd 'meaning’. As soon as the self-subsistence of the alegory
a both levels of interpretation relaxes or cesses, symbolism has
degenerated into cyphering.

Symbolica dlegory can only appear a a particular phase of per-
sond and socid salf-consciousness: a burning desire to understand
and describe inner conflict must arise a a time when there is no
satisfactory direct means of revealing 'inner goings-on'. Such a period
will be of short duration; and while it ladts, dlegory is the only
symbolic means of psychologica revelation. For symbolic writing is
not an aternative or indirect or calligraphic way of saying something
—itisat certaintimesthe only way. Asamethod, dlegory is cumber-
some and inflexible, and doomed to give place to more direct and
economical modes of expression; and this process is hastened by the
inherently unsymbolic character of alegoricd structure. In the
Middle Ages—probably because it proved a powerful instrument for
teaching religion and manners—allegory continued as a conven-
tional mould, a dehilitated formula long after the internal necessity
for the method had disappeared. As soon as the luminous identity
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between the story and the dlegoricd meaning is logt, dlegory
degenerates into a cryptographic cyphering device for conceding a
criticism of socid, politica, and theological issues beneath an
innocent surface. Much the greatest quantity of dlegory is of this
sort; and so it comes about that the degenerate dlegory has dmost
invariably been regarded as the type of alegory and the antithesis of
symbol. Many sectionsof TheFaerie Queene, thoughnotal, areformu-
lated dlegory. And Swift's Gulliver, though not strictly andlegory, is
asmuchthedegenerateoffspringof trueallegory asthemorality playis.

The work of a perceptive and origina writer, however, is not
doomed to decline with an outworn mode. Chaucer, steeped in the
tradition of symbolic allegory, recognized that alegory had ceased to
be a necessary method of expressing his psychologica insight. He
suddenly breaks off in the middle of writing Anelide and Antie,
abandons the elaborate high manner of romance, and turns to write
one of the greatest psychologica poems ever written—Troilu? and
Crtieyde. And thispoem (as C. S. Lewis has shown) preserves some
ofthe alegorica cypher-persons, but changed back into real persons.
Pandarus is not really the Bidacoil of the alegory of love: he is
a perplexed, well-meaning man-of-the-world, absent-mindedly
vicious. And Criseyde is not a cypher for any quality or any group
of quaities; sheis not even an emblem of feminineficklenessand wil-
ful infidelity. Sheis aperson of 'dyding corage', muddled, frightened
amogt to the point of paralysis, capable only of languid, despairing
action—a person so credible, dive, and pitiful that Chaucer himself
cannot pass judgment upon her even when he goes through the
motions of drawing a mora to his tae.

If symbol and dlegory, emblem and cypher, can be clearly dis-
criminated, the nature of symbol emerges very clearly. The word
'symbol’ is most important as a centra critical term and should if
possible be protected from vague usage. Thereisafurther consdera:
tion. There are signs—especidly in the novels of James Joyce and
Franz Kafka, to mention only two writers—that we are entering
upon, or may even have entered, one of those small aress of history
in which symbolical dlegory is the only possble mode for origina
psychologica revelation. Psychologica theory in this century—in the
general mind at any rate—has turned the psyche into such an un-
agtonishing little machine that we probably require the refreshment
of a stylized mode that will make beforehand few easy assumptions
about what is to be reveded
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X

Music and Rhythm

In the condition of foeis all music and all rest—PLOTINUS.

Rest, motion! O ye strange locks of intricate simplicity, who shall find the key? He shall throw
wide open the portal s of the pal ace of sensuous or symbolical truth, and the Holy of Holies will be
found in the adyta. Rest = enjoyment and death. Motion = enjoyment and life. O the depth of
the proverb, 'Extremes meet'!—s. T. COLERIDGE.

T isworth recalling Malarme's statement that poems are made

with words. Anything that tends to undermine or destroy the

verbal character of wordsin apoem strikes a blow to the heart of
poetry, by destroying the medium of Poetic. If language is exploited
as though it were a resource of pure sound, the result cannot be
better than a crude sort of music: a penny whistle can make better
music. If poetry is not to be regarded as an inferior sort of music,
fatally hampered from the start by having to work in an unmusical
medium, we need to consider what the distinctive 'music' of poetry
is We are confronted by another dynamic equation; in discovering
more about the 'music of poetry' we discover more about the 'music
of musc.

When | sad that poetry was sonic rather than visua | meant that
poetry was mogt suitably to be apprehended by ear; that the patterns,
resonances and rhythms of poetry will scarcdly stand forth unless the
ear is engaged, It does not follow, however, that poetry is primarily
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‘a matter of sound. Yet what is usualy implied by caling a poem
'musicd’ isthat the 'sound matches the sensg, that it is 'harmonious
or 'smooth’. Although words have the qudities of sounds, they are
never—as words—pure sounds, words dways imply some sort of
meaning. The music of poetry is not typified by such languid
musicdities as Poe's celebrated phrase 'the viol, the violet, and the
vine, nor by that glowing chestnut from a forgotten prize ode—A
rose-red city haf as old as time. And as for the ‘lyricism’ of Shelley,
it is his own executioner, atrick of indiscipline to be invoked when
the poetry flagged.

There the voluptuous nightingales,
Are awake through all the broad noonday.
When one with bliss or sadnessfails,
And through the windless ivy-boughs,
Sck with sweet love, droops dying away
On its mate's music-panting bosom;
Another from the swinging blossom,
Watching to catch the languid close
Ofthe last strain, then lifts on high
The wings of the weak melody,
" Till some new strain of feeling bear
The song, and all the woods are mute;
When there is heard through the dim air
The rush of wings, and rising there
Like many a lake-surroundedJiute,
Sounds overflow the listener's brain
So sweet, thatjoy is almost pain.

Only ajejune conception of music could have informed Swinburne's
emasculate and contrived Hymn to Proserpine.

In the night where thine eyes are as moons are in heaven, the night where thou
art,

Where the slence is more than all tunes, where dleep overflows from the
heart,

Wnerehthe poppies are Sweet as the rose in our world, and the red rose is
white,

And the wind falls faint as it blows with the fume of the flowers of the night,

And the murmur of spirits that deep in the shadow of Godsfrom afar

Crows dim in thine ears and deep as the deep dim soul ofa star,
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Till irksome noise have cloyed your ears,
And corroswed your hearts.

At last, whenas our quire wants breath,
Our bodies being bles,

Well sing, like swans, to welcome death,
And die in love and rest.

Pater maintained that dl the arts 'aspire towards the condition of
music. The remark is coloured (I suspect) by the nostagic notion
that music is the most 'spiritud’ of the arts—an error that leaves
music conveniently unexamlned in order to avoid the incorrigible
/wpurity of language Such a view condones—as with Shelley,
Swinburne, and Poe—a nerveless hieratic verse which is no more
music than it is poetry. Words refuse to behave as though they were
simply musical noises. The eerie refrain in 'The Fire Sermon—

Weialala leia
Wallala leialala—

argues however that effects of pure sound can serve the highest
interests of poetry. And we notice that sustained poetic passion has a
way of gesturing itsdf forth in orchestrated vowel sounds and the
percussions and meltings of consonants. Wordsworth, for example,
can establish a setting for 'sounds of undistinguishable motion' in
which move

Huge and mighty forms, that do not live
Like living men—

‘enormous shapes, Yedas cdls them, ‘who 4ill were old when the
great sea was young'.

‘Dust as we are, the immortal spirit grows
Like harmony in music; there is a dark
Inscrutable workmanship that reconciles
Discordant elements, makes them cling together
In one society. How strange that all

! Handick's Vom Musikalisch-Schoenen follows Schopenhauer in separating music
from the other arts, music, he maintains, is 'pure tone' and is not written with intent to
arouse emotion in the lisener. Handick is much concerned to detach music from any
kind of representation’ or programme; and that is where the strength of his pogtion
lies. The view is briefly outlined in Eingtein's Music in the Romantic Era (1947),
pp. 349-52. Vaery (as | noted earlier) conddered music to be the mogt 'spiritud’ of the
arts—and so does Maritain.
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The terrors, pains, and early miseries,

Regrets, vexations, lassitudes interfused

Within my mind, should €'er have borne a part,
And that a needful part, in making up

The calm existence that is mine when |

Am worthy of myself! Praise to the end!
Thanks to the means which Nature deigned to employ;
Whether her fearless visitings, or those

That came with soft alarm, like hurtless light
Opening the peaceful clouds; or she may use
Severer interventions, ministry

More palpable, as best might suit her aim®

For dl that thisis a profoundly original effect, it inclines to a certain
Miltonic monotony; the sound nearly—but not quite—undermines
the verba quality of the words. To grasp the sonic resources of
poetry, greater variety thanthisis required. The clueisin sight when
we compare the appaling levity of Adam's after-dinner speech in
Paradise Lost with the ritual dignity of his untainted conscience.

Eve, now | see thou art exact of taste,

And eegant, of Sapience no small part,

Since to each meaning savour we apply,

And Palate calljudicious; | the praise

Yield thee, so well this day thou hast purveyed.
Much pleasure we have logt, while we abgtain'd
From Ms delightful Fruit, nor known till now

! Compare an unashamedly Miltonic section of the Prospectus to The Excursion.

For | must treat on shadowy ground, must sink
Deep—and, aloft ascending, breathe in worlds
To which the heaven of heavensis hut a veil.
Al strength—all terror, single or in bands,
That ever was putforth in personal form—
Jehovah—uwith his thunder, and the choir

Of shouting Angels, and the empyreal thrones—
| pass them unalarmed. Not Chaos, not

The darkest pit of lowest Erebus,

Nor aught of blinder vacancy, scooped out

By help of dreams—can breed suchfear and awe
Asfall upon us often when we |ook

Into our Minds, into the Mind of Man—

My haunt, and the main region of my song.
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True relish, tasting; ifsuch pleasure be

In things to usforbidden, it might be wish'd,
For this one Tree had binforbidden ten.

But come, so well refresh'd, now let us play,
As meet is, after such delicious Fare;

For never did thy Beauties since the day

| saw thee firgt and wedded thee, adorn'd
With all perfections, so enflame my sense
With ardor to enjoy thee, fairer now

Then ever, bountie of this vertuous Tree.

An even more instructive passage is Enobarbus description of
Cleopatra. It opens like a tone-poem, harmonious, full of apt
dliteration and assonance, the sounds matching the languorous
e

The barge she sat in, like a burnisnt throne,

Burnt on the water: the poop was beaten gold;
Purple the sails, and so perfumed that

The winds were love-sick with them; the oars were silver,
Which to the tune of flutes kept stroke, and made
The water which they beat to follow faster,

As amorous of their strokes. For her own person,
It beggar'd all description: she did lie

In her pavilion—cloth-of-gold of tissue—
O'er-picturing that Venus where we see
Thefancy outwork nature: on each side her

Stood pretty dimpled boys, like smiling Cupids,
With divers-colour'dfans, whose wind did seem
To glow the delicate cheeks which they did coal,
Ana what they undid did.

This is 'fin€ writing with a vengeance, but monotonous, merely
‘beautiful’, not touching the deepest springs of poetic music. But
Shakespeare has only tuned his orchestra: there is more to come.
'O rare for Antony," cries Agrippa; and Enobarbus continues on,
like a man in a trance.

Her gentlewomen, like the Nereides,

So many mermaids, tended her i' the eyes,

And made their bends adornings. at the helm

A seeming mermaid steers: the silken tackle
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Swell with the touches of those flower-soft hands,
That yarely frame the office. From the barge

A drange invisible perfume hits the sense

Of the adjacent wharfs.

With this extravagant figure a new dimension enters; the intensity
rises, theflaws of irony and impudence increase in sharpness until the
complex person of Cleopatra is sketched forth.

ENOBARBUS The city cast
Her people out upon her; and Antony,
Enthroned i" the market-place, did sit alone,
Whigtling to the air, which, butfor vacancy,
Had gone to gaze on Cleopatra too,
And made a gap in nature.

AGRIPPA Rare Egyptain!

ENOBARBUS  Upon her landing, Antony sent to her,
Invited her to supper: she replied,
It should be better he became her guest;
Which she entreated: our courteous Antony,
Whom ne'er the word of 'No' woman heard speak,
Being barber'd ten times o'er, goes to the feadt,
Andfor his ordinary pays his heart
For what his eyes eat only.

AGRIPPA Royal wench!
She made great Caesar lay his sword to bed:
He plough'd her, and she cropt.

ENOBARBUS | saw her once
Hop forty paces through the public street;
And having lost her breath, she spoke, and panted,
That she did make defect perfection,
And, breathless, power breatheforth.

MAECENAS Now Antony must leave her utterly.

ENOBARBUS  Never; he will not:
Age cannot wither her, nor custom stale
Her infinite variety: other women cloy
The appetites theyfeed; but she makes hungry
Where most she satisfies: for vilest things
19
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Become themselves in her; that the holy priests
Bless her when she is riggish.

A few words are added to get the actors off the stage, and the scene
doses Enobarbusis not a poet; heis ablunt soldier, despising culti-
vated ways. Not by accident is this account of Cleopatra placed in
his mouth; if the ironic complexities of her 'infinite variety' are to
comeforth, somethingisrequired beyondgrandiloguent verse. There
is needed the sharp edge of racy speech and unerring insight. There
IS needed areturn to Philo's savage mockery:

[Antony] is become the bellows and thefan
To cool agipsy's lust. Look where they come:
Take but good note, and you shall see in him
The triple pillar of the world transformed

Into a strumpet'sfool.

Enobarbus is Antony's intimate: already in his description of her,
thereisaforetaste of Antony's spiteful words of |oathing:

|found you as a morsel cold upon

Dead Caesar's trencher; nay, you were afragment
Of Cneius Pompey's; besides what hotter hours,
Unregistered in vulgar fame, you have

Luxurioudly pickt out: for, | am sure,

Though you can guess what temperance should be,
You know not what it is.

The impudent angularity of the verse—as in Donne's fourth Elegy—
opens chinksinthe hieratic surfaces of poetry, through which flows
the passionate vigour of compulsive expression.' Over and over

! Cf. the section in The Waste Land deliberately modelled upon Shakespeare's
origind. The woman's boudoir is described at length with voluptuous exactitude. By
an unexpected modulation the verse takes an ominous turn, recovers for an instant,
disintegrates into shapeless apathy, then crackles with empty desperation. After twenty
lines of descriptive blank verse, the poem reads:

Above the antique mantel was displayed
As though a window gave upon the sylvan scene
The change of Philomd, by the barbarous king
S rudelyforced; yet there the nightingale
Filled all the desert with inviolable voice
And dtill she cried, and till the world pursues,
‘JugJug' to dirty ears.
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again we hear it in Yeatss late verse:

Civilization is hooped together, brought

Under a rule, under the semblance ofpeace

By manifold illusion; but man's life is thought,
And he, despite his terror, cannot cease

Ravening through century after century,
Ravening, raging, and uprooting that he may come
Into the desolation of reality:

Egypt and Greece, good-bye, and good-hye, Rome!

The effects here are fundamentally musical. This is the music that
sustains rhythm and prevents verse from degenerating into an absent-
minded chant or a mechanica monotone. The words remain verbal
throughout, and their sounds serve a purpose other than the exploita-
tion of sound. In these passages the verse is literdly (to use Vdery's
term) ‘'musicalized’: it gains an astonishing capacity for swift modu-
lation, unprepared alusion, sudden shock, instant peace.

Could | revive within me
Her symphony and song,
To such a deep delight 'twould win me,
That with music loud and long,
| would build that dome in air,
That sunny dome! those caves of ice!
And all who heard should see them there,
And all should cry, Beware! Beware!
His flashing eyes, his floating hair!
Weave a circle round him thrice,

And other withered stumps of time

Were told upon the walls, staringforms
Leaned out, |eaning, hushing the room enclosed.
Footsteps shuffled on the tair.

Under thefirelight, under the brush, her hair
Spread out in fiery points

Glowed into words, then would be savagely dtill.

‘My nerves are bad to-night. Yes, bad. Say with me.
'Speak to me. Why do you never speak. Speak.
"What are you thinking of? What thinking? What?
I never know what you are thinking. Think.'

1think we areiin rats alley
Where the dead men lost their bones.
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And close your eyes with My dread,
For be on honey-dew hath fed,
And drunk the milk of Paradise.

Alliteration, assonance, the imitative shaping of consonant sounds
al subserve the need in poetry for aresonant setting. Languageis not
normally capable of such abrupt transitions, emphasis, mood, and
intension can be atered only after just preparation. When verse is
musicdized it is as though an additional dimension had been added
to the language; an envelope of harmonics and harmonies spreads
outward to embrace the whole poem; resonance has been achieved.

* * *

In the passages chosen for illustration it is clear that the 'music' is
as much a matter of pace and rhythm as it is of 'sound’. Melody is a
musica term with no counterpart in poetry. The effects we have
been noticing may properly be regarded as 'tondity’, implying a key-
centre from which the music may depart and to which it may return.
Now thaj the classcd notion of tonality has been disrupted by
atonal music it is possible to suggest that tonality may not be wholly
a matter of establishing and departing from fixed tonal centres. What
tonality doesin fact securein music is points of rest, points of recogni-
tion for arrival and departure. In Western music these points have
until recently been established by the harmonic relationships between
the notes in a scale or mode; other systems of tonality may well exist
and may well yet be discovered. The contemporary 12-tone music
suggests a very much closer relation between tonality and rhythm
than has hitherto been noticed. | wish to consder the possibility
that poetry is 'musical’, not because it imitates or shares certain
resources of sound with music, but because it grows independently
from the same root as music. That root | take to be aprimal rhythmic
awareness in man.

* * *

Although rhythm is of dl poetic elements the least susceptible to
andysis, it indicates most clearly from what level and range of con-
sciousness the poem springs. On the one hand, ‘the essence of objects
cdled "living' is that they are rhythmic'. In poetry subject and form
are identical; the form is the poem. The rhythm is the form and the
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life, because the rhythms of poetry (and of prose) are the rhythms of
the fedings and thoughts there embodied. Whitehead has given a
brilliant account of rhythm in his Principles of Natural Knowledge.
‘A rhythm involves a pattern and to that extent is aways sdf-
identica. But no rhythm can be a mere pattern; for the rhythmic
quality depends equally upon the differences involved in each
exhibition of the pattern. The essence of rhythm is the fusion of
sameness and novelty; so that the whole never loses the essentia
unity of the pattern, while the parts exhibit the contrast arising from
the novety of their detail. A mere recurrence kills rhythm as surely
as does a mere confusion of differences. A crystal lacks rhythm from
excess of pattern, while a fog is unrhythmic in that it exhibits a
patternless confusion of detail.' * Rhythm is an arched movement
which suggests that it can repeat itsdf; but in fact it never does
repest, for it is the springing up of a single lark in song in a moment
that can never recur. A rhythm once created can be repeated by rote,
though even in music that is scarcely possible; but a rhythm can
never repeat itself. Rhythm is the stamp of the undetermined cause,
thejet of inner self-determinate form. And rhythm can be classified
and measured only in the roughest way; for rhythm is the constant
surging and hovering and faling away of feeling, the stumbling
urgent pulse which presents in any measurable interval of time a
unique pattern. The rhythms of poetry—like every other funda-
mental feature of poetry—make themselves known only to the
attentive and finely attuned ear.

A digtinction must immediately be drawn between metre and
rhythm. Poetry is a concentrated use of language; formal concentra-
tionis achieved by imposing physical limitations to induce shape and
articulation. Metre is an abstract recurrent pattern of pulses which
controls the length of rhetorical units. Metre like rime rouses the
reader's excitement, suspense, anticipation, and imparts a stride once
it has revedled the length of its measure. Metre, however, is an abstract
pattern: it is never actually present in the poem, for the actual move-
ment varies according to the natural stress and duration of individual
words and groups of words. When the actual movement of the
dresses in a poem does not vary significantly from the abstract metre,

! Herbert Read, in Annals of Innocence and Experience (1941; pp. 226-7), describes
with what excitement he discovered in 1922 this and other passages in The Principles
of Natural Knowledge. See dso Dorothy Emmet, Whitehead's Philosophy of Organism,
pp. 112, 5%
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it is a sure Sgn that the poem springs from a shdlow leve of con-
sciousness or is unduly cerebra and technical. And a poem which
reiterates its metre insgstently may become so soporific and benumb-
ing that it soon fails to convey even the most prosaic and superficia
meaning. Nonetheless, the abstract metre is implied by the actud
movement of the words and may remain in the back of the mind,
like the steady ticking of a metronome; and when the metre is present
in this way it tends to throw into relief the non-repetitive movement
of the rhythm.

Rhythm is more important to poetry than any other musica
feature. Not only does it manifest the perpetual novelty of wholeness,
but it is one of the conditions of a poem existing at dl. "The purpose
of rhythm is to prolong the moment of contemplation, the moment
when we are both adegp and awake, which is the one moment of
creation, by hushing us with an aluring monotony, while it holds
us waking by variety, to keep us in that state of perhaps red trance,
in which the mind liberated from the pressure of the will is unfolded
in symbols." Yedts is here thinking probably more of the reader than
of the poet; for the poet, rhythm is inseparable from the poem, the
poem being conceived to a great extent as rhythm. Yeats again has
given avivid account of rhythm as an integral feature of contempla-
tion; his description leads him naturally to remark upon the time-
lessness of contemplation and its power to cdl into the present the
currents of recorded history and the symbols which live in Anima
Mundi. 'But the passions, when we know that they cannot find fulfil-
ment, becomevision; and avison, whether wewake or deep, prolongs
its power by rhythm and pattern, the wheel wheretheworld is butter-
fly. We need no protection but it does, for if we become interested in
oursdves, in our own lives, we pass out of the vison. Whether it is
we or the vision that create the pattern, who set the whedl turning, it
is hard to say, but certainly we have a hundred ways of keeping it
near us. we select our images from past times, weturn from our own
age and try to feel Chaucer nearer than the daily paper.' If the poet's
contemplative state is sustained by rhythm it is the rhythm of the
apprehended redity which commands that state, clamouring to find
a .

My purpose, however, is not to give an account of poetry in dl its
physica features, but to sketch out the processes which terminate in
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poetry and to show how these processes manifest themselves in the
physical features of poetry. But so overwhelmingly important is
rhythm—both in 'the secret joinery of verse and when we form
critical assessments of poems—that we may consider a little further
some of the resources and varieties of rhythm.

Various species of counterpoint arise in poetry from the inter-
action of the repetitive metrical structure and me fluent movement of
the rhythms, the momentary matchings, divergi ngs colligons, which
dissolve and restore the relation between them.” And here, where
metrical, tonal and rhythmic qudities are fused, we encounter the
fully developed musical expression of the metaphorical process.
Musical counterpoint or polyphony is an interweaving of melodic
lines, each of which preserves its melodic and metrical identity. In
poetry there can be no strict analogy to musical polyphony; for in
gpeech it is scarcely possible for contrasting themes to be uttered
simultaneously without confusion. But even in musica polyphony
the simultaneous development of themes is a means of embodying
complex feeling. The compelling power of musica counterpoint—
and probably its essentia character—is found in its urgent forward
movement, complex texture, and subtle rhythms.

Contrapuntal themes in music, like the elements of metaphor,
maintain their distinctness in the interweaving; but in their conflict
and interinanimation they produce effects other than harmonic com-
binations. The conjunction and separation of the distinct themes
produces tonal ambiguities, to which there is no precise parallel in
poetry. But the most important effects of counterpoint are rhythmical;
for the rhythms reveal more directly the informing passion than do
the shapes of the separate themes; and each melodic theme will have
some metrical shape. That the central feature of musical counterpoint

! Although my use of the term ‘counterpoint' in this section does not derive from
Hopkinss usg, it is interesting to quote the relevant section from the 'Author's Preface
to his Poems. 'If.. . the reversd [of stresd] is repeated in two feet running, especialy so
as to include the sengtive second foot, it must be due either to great want of ear or
dseisa caculated effect, the superinducing or mounting of a new rhythm upon the old;
and since the new or mounted rhythm is actually heard and at the same time the mind
naturally supplies the natural or standard foregoing rhythm, for we do not forget what
the rhythm is that by rights we should be hearing, two rhythms are in some manner
running at once and we have something answerable to counterpoint in music, which
is two or more gtrains of tune going on together, and this is Counterpoint Rhythm ...
And in fact if you counterpoint throughout, since one only of the counter rhythms is
actually heard, the other is really destroyed or cannot cometo exist, and what iswritten
is one rhythm only and probably Sprung Rhythm....'
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is rhythm rather than theme is shown by the forward impulse of
contrapunta thought. Rhythm arises, not only from interweaving
the independent metrical schemes, for this would tend merely to
produce a larger-scade metre. It dso arises from the dISpOStIOﬂ of
tonal points of rest, anbiguity, and implied resolution. A vertical
harmonic music, though powerful in establishing tone and mood,
cannot riseto the subtleties of rhythm, emphasis, and transition that
are found in counterpoint. In both choral and instrumental music,
counterpoint commonly gppears a moments of most passionate in-
tensity; not by accident do so many sets of variations end in a fugue,
the most compressed and concentrated of al contrapuntal forms.
Counterpoint is a mode of voca writing; even when sophisticated,
it preserves something of primitive rhythmic complexity—a com-
plexity which the civilized mentality finds difficult to grasp or to
reproduce. The contrapuntal method when manipulated by rote can
be as arid as any other technica mode applied without artistic
necessty. But to suppose that counterpoint is ‘'mathematical’ and
that Bach's fugues—or Hindemith's—could have been written by a
calculating machineis acomfortablefallacy enjoyed by unmusical
sophisticates in dl periods?

* * *
Thesalient features of musical counterpoint areits subtle and com-

! Since atonal writing has now secured the independence of dl thematic materia,
any meodic line can theoretically be combined with any other. Mogt contemporary
counterpoint is remarkably fussy, arhythmic, and arbitrary. But a few exponents
of the 12-tone scale—notably Bartok and Hindemith—have discovered means of
achieving genuine cadence, repose and movement as a bass for contrapuntal rhythm,
by constructing themes (Hindemith particularly) according to firm acoustic principles
of tona relation.

2 The dissemination of Bach's music through Europe in the latter part of the nine-
teenth century, and the faithful recovery of vocd and instrumenta folk-music, saved
romantic music from the gderile verticdity of exclusvely harmonic thinking. The
harmonic principle of tonality reached a terminus in Beethoven and before long had
sunk into the shimmering suspensons of Debussy and his followers. The rebirth of
English music towards the end of the century arose from a characteristically English
feding for the singing voice the recovery of much excdlent Tudor and Elizabethan
writing led composers to explore the polyphonic resources of the modern orchestra
Much of the early effort in atonad music and music written in new or neglected modes
was shapdess and suffered from an incorrigible short windedness. This has now been
redeemed by therise of counterpoint in the 12-tone scde
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plex rhythms, its forward impulse, and the concentration of its
patternings. Poetic counterpoint requires to bring into conflict dis
tinct systems to produce smilar effects within the verba medium.
For this purpose the English language and English prosody are
admirably suited. Fundamentally, English isa stressed language and
will not lend itsdf to quantitative (or periodic) measures as a sole
system of scanson. But in the course of its development out of
Anglo-Saxon it has by admixture with other languages undergone
important changes in vocabulary, pronunciation, and syntax. The
most important i nfluences have come from two powerful and diverse
sources. the dlasscd languages, Latin and Greek; and the Romanic
languages, especiadly French and Italian. Linguistic influences have
modulated English versification by affecting profoundly the sounds
as well asthe character of spoken words. But the changes in English
prosody have occurred not by attrition but by a continuous assmi-
lation and adjustment of foreign principles. Different systems of
versfication have remained distinct because, by happy accident, they
have been embodied in poetry of a high order before their character
had been obscured. In the fourteenth century, when (as far as we
know) most of his contemporaries were using a debased form of
aliterative stress-scansion, Chaucer wrote hiswork (with significant
variations) in the syllabic sysems of the Romanic languages. The
art of English versfication had practicaly to be rediscovered in the
sixteenth century, owing to alacunain English composition and the
great changesin pronunciation since Chaucer's death. Inthe struggle
for expression which flowered in the Elizabethan and Jacobean ages,
English prosody was again germinated by French models, and
through French by Italian. Even more important perhaps was the
negative struggle to adapt the quantitative classcd prosody. The
final rejection of that single principle rediscovers and perpetuates the
peculiar poetic genius of English as astressed language. Y et quantita-
tive prosody had subtly fertilized English prosody with the principle
of duration as a badis for rhetorical scansion. This principle is pro-
minent not only in Donne's poetry and in Coleridge's Christalel and
in Gerard Manley Hopkins's sprung rhythm, but emerges as control-
ling factor whenever English verse turns towards the spoken word
and the origina scheme of stress found in Anglo-Saxon verse?

! Milton's prosody in Samson Agonistts anticipates the later and more conscious
search for organic forms in poetry. But so much of the Samson is in blank verse and in
lines which—though of uneven length—are on the iambic pattern, that Milton doe$
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All matters of prosody, and so of counterpoint and rhythm, are
ultimately referable only to the ear rather than to any theoretical
system; the stress and duration of words in a line of poetry will be
precisaly those of good speech when alowance is made for the poet's
concentrated and deliberate use of words. English prosody has been
taught so persistently on the model of classcd (quantitative) and
Romance (syllabic) scansion that a reader of English verse will
amost inevitably establish in his mind an abstract syllabic metre as
soon as the metrical shape of the poem begins to make itsdf clear. It
is in the clash between the abstract and actual movements that the
rudimentary species of poetic counterpoint occur. For example, an
iambic pentameter line will theoretically comprise ten syllables, five
of which will be stressed andfiveunstressed. In actually spesking the

not advance beyond the flexibility of Shakespeare's late plays. Even his boldest effects
had aready been explored (as Milton was undoubtedly aware) by Shakespeare.

O dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of noon,
Irrecoverably dark, total Eclipse
Without all hope of day!

(For dl the hard things T. S. Eliot has said about Milton this passage echoed in his
memory. In Samson Agonistes Milton continues, three lineslater:

The Sun to me is dark

And silent as the Moon,

When she deserts the night

Hid in her vacant interlunar cave.

And a the opening of the third section of East Coker Eliot writes:

O dark dark dark. They all go into the dark,
The vacant interstellar spaces,...)

Hopkinss sprung rhythms, and heavy dliteration (another distinctively Anglo-
Saxon feature), were evolved spontaneously by him to supply his needs in poetic
expresson, and were controlled by fastidious reference to the complex principles of
dasscd prosody. Two extracts from his Ietters establish this clearly. "To my ear no
dliteration is more marked or more beautiful [than aliteration in vowels], and | used
to take it for granted as an obvious fact that every initia letter led to every other before
ever | knew that anything of the sort was practised in Anglo Saxon verse/ 'Sprung
rhythm, once you hear it, is so eminently natural a thing and so effective a thing that
if [earlier poets] had known it they would have used it. ... So far as | know—I am
enquiring and presently | shall be able to spesk more decidedly—it exigted in full force
in Anglo Saxon and in great beauty; in adegraded and doggerel shapein PiersPlough-
man ...; Greenewasthelast who employed it at dl conscioudy and he never continu-
oudy; then it disappeared—for one cadence in it here and there is not sprung rhythm
and one swallow does not make a spring.’ (Letters, 111, 183; 1,156.)
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line, however, the stressed syllables will not be of equal force, and
there will be considerable variety among the unstressed syllables, for
some will stand midway between the stressed and unstressed. Even
though the metre may imply five (or fiveand a half) uniformly iambic
feet, the spoken line may produce as few as three—very occasondly
two—strongly stressad syllables or as many as seven, and occasondly
eight. The octave of Shakespeare's Sonnet 55 will serve as an illustra:
tion. (The strong natural stresses are marked with an accent, the
doubtful or haf-stresses with a cross)

Not m7:rble, nor the gi/Ided monuments | (3 ord
Ofprinces, shall outlive this powerful rime, 4
But you shall shine more bright in these contents (5)
Than unswept stone, besmeared with suttish time.—~~ (5)
When Wa/stef}JI W/ér shall fta/tues Svertljrn (5
And br0|)s root Ol}t the Work of n}asonry 4
Nor Miars h|7 sword nor WE?I’ 's quickfre shall burn (6)
The living record ofyour memory. (3 or 4)
‘Gaingt death and all'oblivious enmity (4 or 5)
hall §10lj péceforth; your pra/ise shall till f/mci réom (6or7)
Even in the eyes of all posterity @
That weér this wo/rld ou/t to the eﬁdi ng do/om. (5 or 6)

The first two lines impart a strong forward movement, a rapid
anacrustic effect. The stable core of 5-dress lines, each of which
approaches closdy to the abstract pattern, disintegrates under the
force of heightening fedling; and after two 3-stress lines which differ
markedly from each other, the crisis is reached in the solemn em-
phatic tread of the long tenth line; the octave closes cadentialy on a
5dress line Whlch shows a single important variation from the
abstract metre

This may be cdled metrical counterpoint; in which two digtinct

11t is interesting to notice with what freedom and urgency Milton strides into the
firgt lines of any book of Paradise Lost, and how firmly he doses most of the books with
an emphaticdly find and exact 5-dress line
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metrical systems—the abstract and the actual—are related within the
unit of single lines. In Hopkinss view, Milton is the greatest master
of this species of counterpoint; but it isto be seen in the work of any
mature poet, more particularly in blank verse, the sonnet, and where
the ends of lines are clearly defined.

Thus was |, deeping, by a brother's band

Of life, of crown, of queen, at once dispatcht:

Cut off even in the blossoms of my sin,

Unhousell'd, disappointed, unaneled;

No reckoning made, but sent to my account

With all my imperfections on my bead:

O, horrible! O, horrible! most horrible!
(SHAKESPEARE)

Faustus, these books, thy wit, and our experience
Shall make all nations to canonize us. . . .

Like lions shall they guard us when we please;
Like Almaine rutters with their horseman's staves,
Or Lapland giants, trotting by our sides;
Sometimes like women, or unwedded maids,
Shadowing more beauty in their airy brows
Than has the white breasts of the queen of love:
From Venice shall they drag huge argosies,
Andfrom America the golden fleece

That yearly stuffs old Philip's treasury;

If learned Faustus will be resolute.
(MARLOWE)

You may discern the shape of loveliness

More perfect in her tears than in her smiles.

She will musefor hours together; and her silence,

Methinks, expresseth more than if she spake.
(WEBSTER)

The variations of stress in metrical counterpoint not only control
the pace and emphasis of the lines, but hint at and sometimes over-
flow into a broader rhythmic movement—'the harsh and abrupt
crossing of the rhythmical [and metrical] by the rhetorical pattern’
that Grierson noticed in Donne's Satyres.

Thinke he which made your waxen garden, and
Trangported itfrom Italy to stand
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With us, at London, flouts our Presence, for
Just such gay painted things, which no sappe, nor
Test have in them, ours are; And naturall

Some of the stocks are, thelr fruits, bastard all.

Since rhythm is non-repetitive and unclassifiable, and since any
rhythm may pass fluently from one order to another, few digtinct
species of rhythmic counterpoint can to any purpose be distinguished.
Any stanzaic form implies metrica counterpoint by reiterating the
stanza as a rhetorical unit larger than aline. Terza rima is a parti-
cularly interesting instance of this counterpoint. As used by Dante,
each triad is along rhetorical unit, conceived as a single expression
which embraces the line-unit, the triads being held together by the
interlocked rime-scheme aba, bceb, cdc, &c. Shelley, inthe excitement
of his Ode to the West Wind, breaks out of this structure—which in
any cae he never mastered—to construct a new sonnet form which
(asfar as1 aminformed) has not been further explored. But a passage
in Eliot's Little Gidding suggests that even in this classcd form the
triad-unit and rime-scheme are not essentia features. Here a cadenced
terza rima is fashioned into long dream-like paragraphs in which
aternate feminine and masculine endings serve for rime.

In the uncertain hour before the morning
Near the ending of interminable night
At the recurrent end of the unending

After the dark dove with theflickering tongue
Had passed below the horizon of his homing
While the dead leaves till rattled on like tin

Over the asphalt where no other sound was
Between three digtricts whence the smoke arose
| met one walking, loitering and hurried

As if blown towards me like the metal leaves
Before the urban dawn wind unresisting.

Whenthelinelosesitsrecurrent identity (particularly by abandon-
ing couplet-riming and persistent end-stopping), sweeping rhythms
may gather up and cut across the metrica pattern to inundate the
line-ends. Rhetorical units longer and shorter than the lines may
be established and then abandoned, the rhythm surging forward
in a compelling arched wave, resonant and ominous, which will
gather into its scope many lines, awhole sonnet, a huge paragraph.
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This powerful contrapuntal rhythm is often encountered in Milton,
Wordsworth, Donne; but it does not rely necessarily upon the un-
broken surge of the pentameter or the sustained weight of Miltonic
paragraphing. Here it is again in George Herbert—staccato, nervous,
resentful.

| struck the hard, and cried, No more;
| will abroad.
What? shall | ever sigh and pine?
My lines and life arefree; free as the road,
Loose as the wind, as large as store.
Shall | be till in suit?
Have | no harvest but a thorn
To let me blood, and not restore
What | have lost with cordial fruit?
Sure there was wine,
Before my sighs did dry it: there was corn,
Before my tears did drown it.
Is the year only lost to me?
Have | no bays to crown it?
No flowers, no garlands gay? all blasted?
Al wasted?
Not so, my heart: but there isfruit,
And thou hast hands.
Recover all thy sigh-blown age
On double pleasures. leave thy cold dispute
Of what is fit, and not; forsake thy cage,
Thy rope of sands,
Which petty thoughts have made, and made to thee
Good cable, to enforce and draw,
And be thy law,
While thou didst wink and wouldst not see,
Away; take heed:
| will abroad.
Cal in thy death'shead there: tie up thyfears.
He that forbears
To suit and serve his need,
Deserves his load.
But as | raved and grew more force and wild
At every word,
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Methought | beard one calling, Child:
And | replied, My Lord.

* * *

The purpose of this section has been to indicate in what ways
rhythm, as the most immediate manifestation of V|taI|ty in poetry,
shares the resonant character of metaphor and symbol.! As for the
musical quality of poetic counterpoint, it begins to be clear that
counterpoint is a rhythmic resource which poetry and music both
exploit. If contrapuntal rhythms are as vita as | have suggested, it is
unlikely that poets would borrow the device second-hand from
music. Indeed poetic counterpoint is least rhythmic and powerful
whenitis most 'musicd’. The key to poetic counterpoint is passionate
contemplative speech—'blood, imagination, intellect running to-
gether'. It is when a poet utters forth his words with the cadence of
actua vigorous speech that his poetry is most rhythmic and most
bespesks vitality. When he treats words as homogeneous sounds—
as though they were musica tones varying only in pitch and timbre,
to be patterned in terms of time and emphasis—his verse may become
sonic, harmonious, smooth, but it will probably aso be dack and
enervating. Consider the harmonious musicdity of an early Yeats
poem:

A weariness comesfrom those dreamers, dew-dabbled, the lily and rose;

Ah, dream not of them, my beloved, thefame of the meteor that goes,

Or theflame of the blue star that lingers hung low in thefall of the dew:

For | would we were changed to white birds on the wandering foam:

| and you!

! Two other instances of what (in a very general way) might be caled counterpoint
occur in poetry. (8) Two systems of symbols—one persona and one primordial—may
be brought into conjunction. This perhaps, like the antiphonal devices of a repeated
refrain or of two independent verba themes interwoven, is didectica rather than
contrapuntal; it is primarily a matter of tensions and incipient rhythms rather than of
fully developed rhythmic complexity. Eliot himsdf cdls this 'counterpoint’, thinking
evidently only of the polyphonic and not of the rhythmic character of counterpoint.
(In the closing pages of The Music of Poetry (1942) he consders theoretically how such
polyphonic devices might be extended.) (V) The mode of combining simultaneous
strands of meaning has been most fully and eruditely explored by Joyce in Finnegan's
Wake. His system of biplana and triplanal punning is controlled by dlusions to
sected texts—Homer, Giordano Bruno, Giambettista Vico. Beng unmetrical, it
bears to poetic counterpoint (I suppose) the same sort of relation that symbalic alegory
bears to myth.
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| am haunted by numberless islands, and many a Danaan shore,

Where Time would surelyforget us, and Sorrow come near us no more;
Soon far from the rose and the lily and fret of the flames would we be,
Were we only white birds, my beloved, buoyed out on thefoam of the seal

And compare it with a passage from his epitaph poem.

You that Mitchel's prayer have heard,
'Send war in our time, O Lord!"
Know that when all words are said
And a man fighting mad,
Something dropsfrom eyes long blind,
He completes his partial mind,

For an indtant stands at ease,

Laughs aloud, his heart at peace.

Even the wisest man grows tense
With some sort of violence

Before he can accomplishfate,

Know his work or choose his mate.!

In this second passage he is speaking the way Ailel spoke out of his
deep thirty years before:

not with his own voice or a mans voice
But with the burning, live, unshaken voice
Of those that, it may be, can never age.

* * *

In the concentrating process of composition al technical devices
whatsoever tend to mergeinthe singleimpul setowards self-determin-
ateform. No element losesitsdistinctidentity, yet eachinterinanimates
every other. 'All sounds, dl colours, adl forms, either because of their
preordained energies or because of long association, evokeindefinable
and yet precise emotions, or, as | prefer to think, cal down among
us certain disembodied powers, whose footsteps over our hearts we

! The WhiteBirdsand Under Ben Bullen. Itisinteresting to compare the second Book
of The Wanderings of Oisin (1889) with the opening pages of The Old Age of Queen
Maeve (1903). The difference is not simply in the firmer sense of form, but in the
broken melodic line of the pessant voice—John Synges verson of peasant gpeech.
| suspect that Y eatss ear'was dway's coarse (compared say with Coleridge or Arnold);
but he made virtue of this disability by finding how to impart a hoarse irony through
vigorous rhythm and rough texture. His riming however is admirably subtle.
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cdl emotions, and when sound and colour and form are in a
musica relation, a beautiful relation to one another, they become
as it were one sound, one colour, one form, and evoke an emotion
that is made out of their distincte vocations and yet is one emotion.’
But when poetic energy flags the resonance disintegrates, sngle
elements assume obtrusive prominence, the texture of the verse
turns coarse, banal, or monotonously smooth. Consequently the
texture of a poem—the whole inter-rove complex of sound, move-
ment, feeling, and meaning—when submitted to the senstive judg-
ment of the ear, bespeaks the level of awareness and the breadth of
integration from which the poem springs. In practice, critica atten-
tion may at first be concentrated exclusively upon rhythm. Consider
this passage from Wordsworth's 1805 Prelude:

To a lodge that stood
Deep in a Forest, with leavegiven, at the age
Of four and twenty summers be retird;
And thither took with him his Infant Babe,
And one Domestic for their common needs,
An aged woman. It consoled him here
To attend upon the Orphan and perform
The office ofa Nurse to his young Child
Which after a short time by some mistake
Or indiscretion of the Father, died.

In Vaudracour andJulia (1820) 'The office of a Nurse to his young
Child' is atered to 'Obsequious service to the precious Child' as
token that the passage was revised; but the rest—incredibly—remains
untouched. It is a mechanical ending tacked on to a heavily dis-
guised account of an incident too secret and persona openly to
publish to the world, and the passage inssts upon moving like the
forced gait of a shuffling nag'. So does the passage where he tells
how his heart legped up at first sight of London.

Never shall Iforget the hour
The moment rather say when having thridded

! Verse of this sort readily supports ingenious analytical theories of poetry. Freud's
generdizadons upon poetry and art, for example, are completely vitiated by his failure
to tell poetry from what was not poetry. Verse of a low order submits without com-
plaint to analysis and will yield a number of formulae—both stylistic and psychological.
But Freud (and most of his followers) never seem to have understood that what he said
about artists was derived from questionable evidence.
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The labyrinth of suburban Villages,

At length | did unto myself fast seem

To enter the great City. On the roof

Ofan itinerant Vehicle | sate

With vulgar Men about me, vulgar forms

Of houses, pavement, streets, of men and things,
Mean shapes on every side; but, at the time,
When to mysdfitfairly might be said,

The very moment that | seemid to know

The threshold now is overpassed, Great God!
That aught externd to the living mind
Should have such mighty sway! yet so it was
A weight of Ages did at once descend

Upon my heart; no thought embodied, no
Distinct remembrances, but weight and power,
Power growing with the weight: alas! |feel
That | am trifling: ‘twas a moment's pause.
All that took place within me, came and went
As in a moment, and | only now

Remember that it was a thing divine.

Or congder a couple of stanzas—at random—from William Cullen
Bryant'spoem TotheFringed Gentian: not hamstrungliketheWords-
worth lines, but flat, lifeless and flat.

Thou blossom bright with autumn dew,
And colored with the heavens own blue,
That openest when the quiet light
Succeeds the keen andfrosty night.

Thou comest not when violets lean

O'er wandering brooks and springs unseen,
Or columbines, in purple dressed,

Nod o'er the ground-bird's hidden nest.

Or takeaquatrainfromthat sad poem of Tennyson's—In Memoriam:

| hold it true, what'er befall;
| feel it, when | sorrow most;
'Tis better to have loved and lost
Than never to have loved at all
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Despite the Spartan consolation of the closing lines, this strikes dully
upon the ear; we seem to attend upon a hypochondriac's sick-bed
and watch the patient indulge the regimen he has prescribed for
himself—

The sad mechanic exercise,

Like dull narcotics numbing pain.

And if a poet should apply his technique with conscious designs
upon the reader and turn away from disinterested concentration upon
the poem that is coming to birth, a coarse texture aso results. The
poem's integration is thwarted by the intrusion of any specific
practical impulse, or any desireto impose apredetermined form from
without; for, as E. M. Forster has said, a work of art is 'the only
materia object in the universe which may possessinternal harmony.
All the others have been pressed into shape from outside, and when
their mould is removed they collgpse. The work of art stands by
itself, and nothing ese does' Edgar Allan Poe, whose work for a
time was influential beyond his poetical capacity or his criticd in-
sight, offersawealth ofimprecisions and crudities—evenifwedo not
descend to the facilejanglings of his Bells or the inconsequent bone-
rattling of The Raven.*

At midnight, in the month of June,
| stand beneath the mystic moon.
An opiate vapour, dewy, dim,
Exhalesfrom out her golden rim,
And softly dripping, drop by drop,
Upon the quiet mountain-top,
Steals drowsily and musically

Into the universal valley.

The rosemary nods upon the grave;
The lily lolls upon the wave;
Wrapping thefog about its breas,
The ruin moulders into rest;

! Paul Vaery writes of Poe in 'Situation de Baudelaire, Varié@ 11 (1930):' ... la
glaire universdle dEgar Poe n'et faible ou contet€e que dans son pays dorigine et
en Angleterre’ Vaery makes no modest claim for Pogs achievement, on the grounds
that by contact with Pods work Bauddaire's ‘tdent on et transforme, sa destinee
en est magnifiquement changee. Poesimportance as catalyst in Bauddlaire's develop-
ment has little or no bearing upon his magnitude as poet and critic. His theory was a
relatively crude restatement of Coleridges theory, and his verse sddom if ever rises
above the leve of oddity and contrivance.
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Looking like Lethe, see! the lake

A conscious Sumber seems to take,
And would not, for the world, awake.
All Beauty deepsl—and lo! where lies
(Her casement open to the skies)

Irene, with her Destinies!
(THE SLEEPER)

Or condder the intrusion of a too-conscious struggle for the bizarre
in Webgter's Duchess of Malfi.

What would it pleasure me to have my throat cut
With diamonds? or to be smothered

With cassia? or to be shot to death with pearls?

| know death hath ten thousand several doors

For men to take their exits; and 'tisfound

They go on such strange geometrical hinges,

You may open them both ways: . . .

‘Thou art a box of worm-seed, a best but a salvatory of green
mummy. What's this flesh? a little cruded milk, fantastical puff-
paste. Our bodies are weaker than those paper-prisons boys use to
keep flies in; more contemptible, since ours is to preserve earth-
worms. Didst thou ever see alark in a cage? Such is the soul in the
body: this world is like her little turf of grass, and the heaven o'er
our heads, like her looking-glass, only gives us a miserable know-
ledge of the small compass of our prison.’

Here are no trumpet notes; we can distinctly see a hand turning a
crank. 'Poetry should be great and unobtrusive, Keats cried; 'If
Poetry come not as naturally as Leavesto atreeit had better not come
a dl.' There is asperity in these words: he hated 'poetry that has a
papable design upon us, and on this occason was refusing 'to be
bullied [by Wordsworth] into a certain Philosophy engendered in
the whims of an Egoist’. Whether, in a particular instance, coarseness
of texture aises from shalowness of feeling or an inappropriate
attitude to the materials cannot aways be determined: the two defects
often go together.

If the technical 'devices of a poem grow directly out of the poem's
inner need they will be so dosdy woven into the fabric of the
poem that you could not say whether they comprised the poem or
were ancillary to it. When that inner need is satisfied—sustained,
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nourished, contemplated until it has found its body—the tone, the
tune, is unmistakable: it is Tom Piper's whistle and we cannot
choose but hear. Listen to Shakespeare and to Donne.

The odds is gone
And there is nothing left remarkable
Beneath the visiting moon.

These miracles we did; hut now alas,
All measure, and all language, | should pass,
Should | tell what a miracle she was.

We hear this tone even in the symbol-haunted liturgical movement of
some of Coleridge's prose: 'And even when al men have seemed to
desert us and the friend of our heart has passed on, with one glance
from his"cold didiking eye"—yet even then the blue heaven spreads
it out and bends over us, and the little tree still shelters us under its
plumage as a second cope, adomestic firmament, and the low creep-
ing gde will sigh in the heath-plant and soothe us by the sound of
sympathy till the lulled grief lose itsdlf in fixed gaze on the purple
heath-blossom, till the present beauty becomes a vison of beauty/
But was not Matthew Arnold wrong to find the quintessence of
poetry in short fragments and phrases? Rhythm and tone need room
and impetus to establish themselves—more room than a phrase, for
the next phrase may destroy it. Suddenly it will burst into full
orchestration—the sound, the rhythm, the symbolic resonance, the
swift eagle-stooping from image to image, the sword-flash of intelli-
gence, the tone unfolding itsdlf in ineluctable Tightness of rhythm.
Between what is genuinely Poetic and what is smply ‘good poetry'
thereis an absolute difference. Thisisthe quality of true Poetic.

FELIX RANDAL

Felix Randal thefarrier, O he is dead then? my duty all ended,
Who have watched his mould of man, hig-boned and hardy-handsome
Pining, pining, till time when reason rambled in it and some

Fatal four disorders, fleshed there, all contended?

Sickness broke him. Impatient he cursed atfirst, but mended

Being anointed and all; though a heavenlier heart began some

Months earlier, since | had our sweet reprieve and ransom

Tendered to him. Ah well, God rest him all road ever he offendeql!
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This seeing the sick endears them to us, us too it endears.
My tongue had taught thee comfort, touch had quenched thy tears,
Thy tears that touched my heart, child, Felix, poor Felix Randal;

How far from then forethought of, all thy more boisterous years,
When thou at the random grimforge, powerful amidst peers,

Didstfettiefor the great grey drayhorse his bright and battering sandal!*
ST A ) G. MQHOPKINS)

MARINA
What seas what shores what grey rocks and what islands
What water lapping the bow
And scent ofpine and woodthrush singing through the fog
What images return
0 my daughter.

Those who sharpen the tooth of the dog, meaning

Death

Those who glitter with the glory of the humminghird, meaning
Death

Those who sit in the stye of contentment, meaning

Death

Those who suffer the ecstasy of the animals, meaning

Death

Are become unsubstantial, reduced by a wind,
A breath ofpine, and the woodsong fog
By this grace dissolved in place

What is thisface, less clear and clearer
The pulse in the arm, less strong and stronger—
Given or lent? more distant than stars and nearer than the eye

Whispers and small laughter between leaves and hurry ing feet
Under sleep, where all the waters meet.

Bowsprit cracked with ice and paint cracked with heat.
| made this, | haveforgotten
And remember.
The rigging weak and the canvas rotten
Between oneJune and another September.
! The collocation of cursed at first', however, is distressingly contrived—as is the
phrase'my heart stirred for abird' in theotherwiseflawlessWindhover. Hopkinshimsdf

was fully aware ofthe dangers of overgreat contrivance ... to the annulling in the end
of the right effect’; yet he did not always circumvent those rocks.
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Made this unknowing, half conscious, unknown, my own.
Thegarboard strake leaks, the seams need caulking.
Thisform, thisface, this life

Living to live in a world of time beyond me; let me
Resign my lifefor this life, my speechfor that unspoken,
The awakened, lips parted, the hope, the new ships.

What seas what shores what granite islands towards my timbers
And woodthmsh calling through thefog
My daughter.

(T. s ELIOT)

THE COLD HEAVEN

Suddenly | saw the cold and rook-delighting heaven
That seemed as though ice burned and was but the more ice,
And thereupon imagination and heart were driven
So wild that every casual thought of that and this
Vanished, and left but memories, that should be out of season
With the hot blood of youth, of love crossed long ago;
And | took all the blame out of all sense and reason,
Until | cried and trembled and rocked to andfro,
Riddled with light. Al when the ghost begins to quicken,
Confusion of the death-bed over, is it sent
Out naked on the roads, as the books say, and stricken
By the injustice of the skiesfor punishment?
(w. B. YEATS)

Here the sound subserves and intensifies the verbal quality of the
words; the spoken rhythm not only gives muscle, nerve, and momen-
tum, but amost isthe poem. Here we feel the whiplash of originality,
and the inevitability of form. Suddenly the intimate impersona
moment is embodied, and sustained in a sngle arched flight of
utterance, at once colloquia and hiertic.
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XI

Poetry and Criticism

The knowledge of reality is always in some measure a secret knowledge. It is a kind of death.
WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS

Works of art are of an infinite longliness and with nothing so little to be reached as with criticism.
RAINER MARIA RILKE

HE view of poetry implied in my previous chapters may
conveniently be summarized,

i. Poetry redizes, bodies forth, incarnates experience of
agpecia kind. This experience | have caled ‘paradeigmatic' because
it is sdf-evident and bears within itsdf a recognition of intrinsic
Vaue. The recognition of Vaue is dso a grasp of redity carrying
with it the conviction of genuine knowing; this knowing is pre-
logicd and requires no external tests to establish itself. This state of
knowing manifests itsdf simultaneously in other modes; as percep-
tual vividness and intricate fedling.

2. Paradeigmatic experience presents itsdf as an extensive disturb-
ance of consciousness, as a complex and distinct state of heightened
awareness, and this seeksto dischargeitsdfin such away asfaithfully
to preserve the structure, intricacy and digtinctness of the associated
feeling. In the process of symbolic extrication, the state of feeling is
transmuted into a patterned artefact; this transmutation plays an in-
dispensable part in clarifying the event of redity, the state of fedling,
and the poet s sdf. The poem in this way makes accessble to con-
templation some aspect of redity.

3. Poetry is catharss, integration, and discovery. Catharsis occurs
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when the paradigmatic feding has been successfully redized; it
presents itsdlf as a dads, a'momentary peace, as the termination of an
activity which has achieved integration at severd levels of conscious-
ness. Poetry is not escgpe but 'inscape; it is a once a discovery and
fashioning of some aspect of redity and of the self. The event of
redity is not fully and clearly known until it has achieved the
physical body of a poem.

4. Poetry is neither 'sdf-expresson’, nor spontaneous neura re-
sponse to stimulus. It occurs in a person capable of complex response
and integration. Poetry is sdlf-transcending and represents the feeling
of being immersed in reality. The poem is fashioned as an indispens-
able condition of the poet's extricating himself from that immersion
and returning to the 'ordinary’ world. When the poem is complete,
it has been (as it were) secreted; it has been extruded, is separated
from the author, and no longer belongs to him. The poem happened
and was made through him; but since the process both 'remakes’ the
poet and is a condition of surviva, the author's name merely indicates
apoint at which time and poetic process intersect. Ifthere are severd
such intersections for one poet, we are able to infer from them some-
thing of that poet's nature—as a post.

5. The formal features of poems arise from the concentrating effort
of that sdf-circling activity which makes language symbolic; and
poetic process, being comprehensive and integrative in every one of
its phases, imparts the globe-like singleness which is 'form'. The
event of redity reveds itsef most directly when the feeling for that
redity is clarified and sustained rhythmicaly. The self-contained
unity of the poem arises from rhythmic synthess.

6. Poetry 'expresses reality and 'redlity’ is apersonally apprehended
system of relations. Every poem is a monad which does not rely upon
any other for its Value. A poem may become clearer when read in
the context of other works by the same poet: but the symbolic
'meaning' is contained within the single poem. All symbolic mean-
ings are complex and paradoxical, and reveal themselves gradually
but never completely. The Value of poetry derives from its origin in
redity and not from any conceptual or symbolic structure outside
itsdf; it rests upon a primitive mode of apprehension and a prelogical
mode of knowing. Intellectual activity interpenetrates the prelogica
mode to criticize the process of poetic embodiment; but intellect is
not the poet's sovereign faculty. Poetic process is characteristicaly
perceptua and physical, a matter of feeling rather than of thought or
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idess. Intellect and intelligence are important in refining and en-
riching the posshbilities of perceptual experience, but play a minor
role in the process itsdf. Poetry cannot arise from any activity pre-
dominantly conceptual.

7. The materias that accumulate, fuse, and constellate in imagina:
tion—in the image-making process—are 'matters of fact' vividly per-
ceved and endowed with their aesthetic character in the poet's
primal act of perception.

8. Poetry is metaphysical; its primary function is directly to 'body
forth' redity and Being. No other mode of human expresson can
fulfil this function.

9. The rhythmic character of poems and the intricacy of their
textures manifest with senstive exactnessthe poet'sintension. Intension
IS the person's passionate orientation towards some aspect of Value.
A poem, being an 'entity of direct apped’, is judged by being re-
created. The worth of a poem cannot be determined from the history
of its genedis, neither can it be scientifically assessed asthough it were
a substantia 'thing'. For the physical poem can never be separated
from the dynamic triad poet-poem-reader.

10. The speculative foundations of criticism will be a critique of
Vaue and a critique of intension.

* * *

How does this view affect our view of the function and principles
of criticism? The question may be clarified by examining a statement
of Sr Maurice Bowras in The Heritage of Symbolism (1947).

‘No one, not even Aristotle, has found a satisfactory definition of
poetry. We dl think that we know what it is, but soon find that our
idea of it is not shared by our contemporaries, let alone by the great
critics of the past. Each definition seems both to include and to ex-
clude too much. The fact is that the theory and practice of poetry
differ from age to age. It lives by change and is constantly renewed
by the introduction of new standards and new technique. What
satisfied one period cannot satisfy another. On along view the con-
ception of poetry seems to oscillate between two extremes, between
instruction and magic.'

| do not understand the passion for attempting to define poetry.
Do some people hope to smuggle in psychologica case-histories for
judgments of value, or stumble upon some water-tight technique of
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interpretation, or discover the magic formula for writing poetry?
Poetry smiles a dl such fond hopes. A poem simply is; or ifwewish
to take aleaf from Miss Stein's rose 'A poem is apoem isapoem is a
poem'’. Being multi-dimensiona, a good poem has to be discovered
tor what it is; it must be encountered in the mode of Poetic. Whether
or not it is important to be able to define poetry, it is of paramount
importance to be able to recognize poetry. We recognize a poem
when we encounter it in an appropriate attitude. An appropriate
attitude is one that brings the poem to life for what it is, and only
from the successve encounters with poems do we learn to adjust our
attitude to any particular poem. For the adjustment of attitude arises
with the recognition; the recognition is a self-fashioning to the poem.

There are, however, more serious reasons for disagreeing with Sir
Maurice's statement. The 'definitions' offered at various periods do
not reflect differences in poetry itsdf: they represent differences in the
individual and socid consciousness, in the range of the poet's aware-
ness and the reader's conscience. Poetry is an unfortunate collective
term; it confuses the activity which terminates in a poem—Poetic,
Poesy, moeipows—with the sum of physical objects that may be cdled
poems, weujuara.r When 'poetry’ is taken for a deductive generdiza-
tion about al poems, historical changes in taste acquire a confusing
prominence. Poetry (Postic, the process) does indeed 'live by change
—but not by changes in poetic standards and technique. It lives by
that constant principle of change in human life which insgts that
Value can only arise when a person engages in a luminous present.
Poetry does not change; but it can manifest itselfin modes more or
less fully developed. Once a reader is capable of placing himselfin
the poetic attitude, contemplative, passvely concentrated, so that he
can read poems as poems, he does not make any adjustment for
various historica changes in 'standards and 'technique’. There is one
standard and only one: the nature of Poetic itself, as sdf-determinate,
self-evident. There is one technique in poetry and only one: what-
ever technique is required perfectly to embody this particular vision,

! The distinction between Poesy (the constructive power) and Poetry (al poems
generaly, or the practice of poetry) was never firmly established in the eighteenth and
early nineteenth century; and the tendency in neo-classica verse to personify Poesy as
a ot of Muse has prevented it from becoming anything but an eegant variant of
Poetry. It is probably too late now to try to naurdize the word Poesy, despite its
excdlently pure Greek origin. Actualy there is little need for a new term; it is not
difficult to reserve Poetry for the process and ‘poems for the collective term. The digtinc-
tion between the two concepts is, however, an illuminaing one for criticism.
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whatever technique has achieved this particular perfect poem. The
particular technique must be discovered for each single poem. Per-
fect technique is the poet's successive discoveries of Poetic at each
crigsin his struggle to be red.

Nor is there singing school, but stud}/ing
Monuments of its own magnificence.

It is not technical tricks that a poet learns from his mighty prede-
cessors—any writer of advertisng copy can imitate those—but the
way of mind of the person engaged in vision, in contemplation, in
redity. The quest is dways the same—to touch upon the true nature
of poetry: it may help to think of courting afickle Muse, but either
way it is a hard school. Some poets are better learners than others,
some don't know what to look For, and find some paltry thing they
came expecting to find; some can respond only in a restricted way
and their work will inevitably bear the stamp of that limitation.
The 'great’ poets have something in common beyond the vague
generality of'greatness; they dl put forth the same power, a capacity
for luminous statement which places them beyond mere persondity,
individual opinion, or society.
The truly great

Have all one age, andfrom one visible space

Shedinfluence!’ They, both in power and act,

Are permanent, and Time is not with them,

Save as it workethfor them, they in it.

Changes in the individua consciousness, changes in the culture

1 Pope, with Horace and Boileau, thrust into a corner by his own argument, finds
that the only imitable 'Nature' is Homer and other monuments of dasscad magnifi-
cence. Wordsworth, not ignorant of these forerunners, notes less argumentatively how
the poet in peculiar measure may

Receive enduring touches of deepjoy
From thegreat Nature that existsin works
Of mighty Poets.

(Prelude V, 615-19)

2 The following sombre observations appear in John Hayward's introduction to
Poems 1951—the Penguin edition of the prize-winning entries for the Festival of Britain
Competition. 'What was striking in by far the largest number of poems submitted
[2,093 entries were received from dl parts of the Commonwealth] was the lack of
what may be cdled any literary ancestry, of any evidence, explicit or implicit, that their
authors had any knowledge of the English poetic tradition. Many of them, soit seemed,
could rarely have read any poetry worth the name, or, if they had, were entirdy
unaffected by it/
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in which a person grows, demand that the nature of Poetic should
be discovered and rediscovered, and affirmed and re-affirmed for each
person to whom ‘creativity' is a matter of life and death. Those dis-
coveries and affirmations are not properly definitions; they are not
trand ations from one way of speaking to another. They are spy-glasses
through which we can see that country which aone gives access to
theredlity we dl seek. But the spy-glass does not show the way through
that country; for redlity does not lie 'beyond—it is al around us,
aways present, perhaps too present. That country is the interface:
there is nothing 'beyond' it, there are no farther worlds to conquer.
A few may trespass there by accident of birthright, by listening
absent-mindedly to a tune which conceds its origin and meaning;
they will not be turned out, but they will probably wander out again
as accidentaly as they wandered in. Thisis no country for anger or
possessiveness, and only those who love, those who are in some
sense innocent, can see any reason for remaining: for ‘Innocence is
the highest achievement of the human intellect'.

Good poems are not subject to changes in taste or fashion except
in the hands of those who are not poets. By ‘good poems | do not
mean what has sometimes been cdled 'pure poetry'. Thereis nopure
poetry; poetry is as much physical as spiritual, as much sound as
meaning, as much thinking as feeling; the earth always clings to the
potatoes that contemplation secretes in the soil of awareness. The
claim for 'purity’ goes with debilitated poems and with those frag-
mented persons who are desperate to contrive their own salvation.
The cdlam is usualy preferred quite naively as a new discovery—as
though al good poems were not ‘terrible crystds, as though any
poem made in a state of grace did not burn ‘with a pure gem-like
flame'. For Yests, the sphinx was asymbol so baffling and fruitful
that it made him shudder as though he 'stared into an abyss full of
eagles. The sphinx, which has a man's face and a woman's breasts,
and below thewaist is animal, is usually taken for Orphic inscrutable
wisdom. Isit not rather the symbol of that poetry which can in some
manner make wisdom viable? When ‘passion bursts into thought
without renouncing its uterine darkness poetry is born. Then the
terror is loosed; for the scaes drop from the eyes. Transfiguration is
not the way of the world; it is not (shal we say?) endearing.

.. were we led all that wayfor
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly,
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We bad evidence and no doubt. | bad seen hirth and death,
But bad thought they were different; this Birth was

Hard and hitter agonyfor us, like Death, our death.

We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,

But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,

With an alien people clutching their gods.

* * *

Again, Bowra suggests that ‘the conception of poetry seems to
oxtillate between two extremes, between instruction and magic.
Whose conception? The poet's? The reader's? Doesthisrefer to what
poetry does in fact do? or to the effect a poet intends his poems to
have? or to the effect that a reader demands? By ‘ingtruction’ he
means presumably ‘teaching, 'fulfilling a didactic purpose’. But the
contemplative character of poetry is destroyed by the intrusion of any
practica motive—even by such a high-minded motive as teaching.
To be contemplative, poetry must be unashamedly disinterested.

But before assuming a facile notion of'instruction’ we might be
well advised to consder what Dante's informing attitude was—or
Milton's—or even Dryden's. Poetry does in fact instruct: it instructs
the poet as well as the reader. Even Samuel Johnson's portentous
statement that 'The end of poetry is to instruct by pleasing' can
legitimately support the view that ‘instruction’ is integrative and
gnomic and not simply paedagogic and didactic. A poem may
instruct a reader in the sense that it may integrate him and deal him
‘an immortal wound'; but it does so (as it were) incidentaly. In the
process of composition—no matter what opinions a poet may hold
before or after that event—the poet cannot have any conscious
desire to instruct, to teach, or even to integrate. Nor is it the poet's
direct purpose to communicate, athough in fact a poem can
scarcely be sad to exigt unless it is capable of communicating. A
deliberate desireto fulfil any particular purpose, except that of making
the poem as well asit can make itsalf, will damage the integrity ofthe

It is scarcely necessary to point out that ‘instruction’ and 'magic’ are
not antithetical terms. In rgjecting ‘instruction’ as a ‘conception’ of
poetry we are doing nothing more momentous than we do when we
reject the view that poetry is ‘communication’; for we are not obliged
to accept 'magic’ smply because we have rgected ‘indruction’. But
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on the whole it is better to connect poetry with magic than with any-
thing ds2 In an earlier chapter 1 have shown that the springs of
poetry are contemplative, primitive, prelogical; and that poetry arises
from the same attitude of mind that conceives magic. But magic is
not merely superstition; nor is the primitive merely barbaric. It isthe
contemplative mind which brings into one comprehensive sweep
al phases of mind and experience, memory and will, purpose and
vison. Whatever emerges from that way of mind—whether it be a
work of art, or more perfectly a way of living and acting, a state of
being—exhibits a power and coherence which makes even the most
brilliant achievements of the technical mind seem pitifully fragment-
ary, even irrdlevant. This power and coherence might just as well be
cdled 'magic’ as something else—provided we do not imagine that
we know, before we have experienced it, what 'magic' is.

Poetic does not change any more than technical thinking changes.
But poems change their physical features from author to author and
from period to period—and in a more limited way from poem to
poem within the work of an individual poet. What does vary is the
content of the individual poet's memory, the range of his awareness,
and more especialy his view of reality. Each view of redity will be
individual; but in every society, in any historical period, one typica
view of redity will predominate and will be generaly regarded as
'standard’. The dominant view of redity will have an important
effect upon the poet: it will offer him beliefs which he can whole-
heartedly accept, or it will clarify his revolt againgt it. For the poet
must use language, the instrument of socid communication; and he
will be (in some sense) a socia being or at least a member of society.
At times redlity has been generaly envisaged as a universe of solid
external ‘things, connected together by more or less easily recogniz-
able 'natural laws. The Western world has laboured under the
rationdist’ assumption continuously for some three centuries, and
now shows only rudimentary signs of groping its way out of that
twilight. But no important poet has ever adlowed such a view to
dominate his work. Even though some poets as 'ordinary’ men have
subscribed to this view, their best poems betray them. The qualities
that make Pope agreat poet are not his 'rationality’ or his fulminative
common, sense, but the excitement exquisitely patterned and incised,
the tenderness implied by hisfierceness, the breath-taking assurance
of a keen though limited intelligence wedded to a delicate because
limited sengihility.
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From time to time efforts have been made to shift poetry into the
technical sphere—or to dismiss it—by canonizing pairs of antithetical
terms—objective and subjective, romantic and dasscd, redist and
idedis. The next move is to divide dl poetry into two camps, to
champion one and be condescending to the other. But these pairs
of terms are pseudo-antitheses, projecting the contrast between the
technicad and contemplative mind. None of these is a dria anti-
thesis. in each case one term is more comprehensive than the other
and in its activity embraces the other. Certainly they do not indicate
differencesin poetic process. The way of poetry is contemplative, dis
interested, and synthetic: it has no other way.

* * *

Any piece of writing which does not spring out of the poetic pro-
cess is not a poem; and conversely, anything which is not a poem
will show clearly inits body that it has not sprung from Poetic. There
is an extensive shadow-land in which are mingled poems scarcely
realized and highly wrought but vain struggles towards poetry; here
the critic has his feet in atreacherous way. Society may require for
nourishment second- and third-rate art and quantities of what looks
like art but isn't; but the critic's main activity belongs—at present—
outside that shadow land, unless he may wish to resort there for
specia exercise! The distinction between poems and not-poems
cuts across al thetechnical distinctions that have ever been contrived.
Behind that distinction lies the radical difference between synthesis
and analysis, between experience and abstraction, between total and
partial assertion, between wisdom and common sense, between the
real and the actual, between belief and hypothesis. The principa
task for the theoreticd critic at present isto discern those differences,
to assert as luminously as possible the nature of Poetic, and to find
some adequate means of inculcating Poetic. The object is not to
supplant Logic with Poetic: we need both. But since Poetic falls out-
sde the grasp of Logic, and Logic fals within the scope of Postic,

! One cannot help supposing that the poet's task is greatly dlarified by the existence
of gpecid modes for expressing vulgar emotionaism—the lyrics of so-caled ‘dance-
music, mogt films, and the glossy magazines. Certainly no poet of any stature need start
by supposing that he is expected to express 'emotion’ for mass consumption. If Yests,
for example, had started writing in the 'twenties as Eliot did, would he have found his

own astringent tone any earlier? Would he have come earlier upon that impervious
irony" that Eliot so seduloudly cultivated from the start?
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it is unlikely that civilization will check its progress towards apathy
until Logic has been placed solidly within the perspective of Postic.

It is interesting to consider the pseudo-antithesis between objective
and subjective—sometimes fasely identified with the pseudo-anti-
thes's between classcd and romantic. The digtinction generally rests
on the assumption that we can genuindy know what 'things-in-
themselves are, and overlooks the fact that dl we can know isthe rda
tions between a responsive person and distinguishable features of an
unknowable physical context. It is aso generaly represented that the
typica attitude of the scientist is 'objective’, and that the 'objective
(or 'dassicd’) artist is somehow peculiarly faithful to 'things-as-they-
are. The scientist's profonal attitude, however, is not objectlve
itis merely non-subjective! The scientific methodology requires that
an observer behave like a mechanical recording instrument, that he
eliminate al inner response except conceptual abstraction. In prac-
tice this cannot be achieved. When the inner responses of feeling
are suppressed the integrity of consciousness is truncated, perception
is a formulated monochrome of limited vividness. A one-sided re-
sponse develops to preclude integration. Within such a scheme, a
mora and valuable redity is inconceivable and the scientific ideal of
true 'objectivity'—a dtate of integral awareness oriented upon the
‘outside’ world—is impossible. Scientific genius is rare because true
objectivity is rare: |t is possible only when the rules of scientific
method are broken.?

Poetry, on the other hand, is dways an integrated activity; and
since wholeness (theoretically at least) may occur in any person, it is
in this respect that Poetic may enter any life and any profession.
Jacques Maritain has pointed out that ‘through the harmonies it con-
structs, poetry handles and makes use of mystery like an unknown
force. . . . Poetry in this sense is clearly not the privilege of poets.

! Professor Barker Fairley makes this point clearly in his Study of Goethe (1947).
Itisasoimplied—though not specifically examined—in Paul Vaery's Introduction to
the Method of Leonardo Da Vinci (1894). And even Coleridge, despite his fondness for the
terms ‘omjective’ and ‘sumjective, records the distinction.

2 "Method" (uetiddoc) is Smply a way of getting somewhere, of arriving, of gettl ng
into or through or out of a complication. '"Methodology' presumably should mean a
'stience of method'; but is tacitly taken to mean 'the science of the method of science,
and is used as a synonym of'method' or an eegant substitute for that deplorable word
‘techniques. The function of methodology, however, would appear to be, not to enjoin
asingle method (at present the 'scientific’ one), but to examine dl possible methods and
consder their interreletions, limits, and %Tities
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It forces every lock, lies in wait for you where you least expect it/
The ‘objectivity' ascribed to the ‘classica’ poet must be an integral
vison arising in a state of total awareness; otherwise 'objective poetry
would not be poetry a dl. Without total awareness there can be no
paradeigmatic experience, no event of redity, no Vaue, no poem:
nor couldthere ever have beenaPrincipiaMathematicaor a Theory of
Relativity. Within the possble range of poetic activity, the terms
‘objective’ and 'subjective’ can only refer to a congstent emphasis
upon the 'inner* or the 'outer’ world, upon the sense of 'withness
or of 'otherness; if both these points of emphasis can terminate
in poems, both attitudes must be contemplative and both must be
capable (when fully developed) of bodying forth redlity.!

Ifthis digtinction is carried into another art—the art of painting—
it becomes even clearer; it will dso help to resolve some of the false
andogies commonly drawn between poetry and painting. The
philistine assumes that a painting must always be "about’ something,
that it represents more or less faithfully distinguishable objectsin the
‘outside world', and that because those objects are accessible to any-
body's eyesitis quite easy to say how 'accurately' any object has been
depicted and so to judge the excellence of the picture. Painters call
thisattitude'literary . 'Litera" would perhaps be a better term; for the
philistine assumes that painting is only capable of ‘depicting' and
that poetry is only capable of 'describing’. Actualy the art of paint-
ing, like the art of poetry, is a means of embodying states of feeling,
visons of redity. In discovering a body for his feeling the painter
may or may not select forms and colours from the ‘outside’ world.
Yet if he does choose recognizable forms he will require to make
them multi-dimensional, and to the common-sense eye they will
appear to be more or less distorted and unfaithful. And so there
aises the facile didinction between 'objective’ painting which
depicts objects or dramatic Situations faithfully, and 'subjective
painting which does not accurately (photographically) represent its
subject-matter. And the 'subjective’ painting is supposed to arise
from awilful or pathological distortion in the painter which makes

! Herbert Read seems to be saying much the same thing when he writes in Con-
temporary British Art (1951):" ... for a painter to ignore the discoveries of a Cezanne
or a Ficaso is equivalent to a scientist ignoring the discoveries of an Eingtein or a
Freud. But what is gained by secluson, from intensve contemplation, and from
obgtinate independence is objectively, an intensity of vison and, subjectively, a
visonary intensity.’
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him 'see things differently’. The philistine can never understand that
a painter is not obliged to record what he 'sees upon the retina of his
eye. Art criticism has suffered severely from the accident that painters
are sdldom competent writers; and competent writers engaged in art
criticism have not dways understood either the media or the problem
of the plagtic arts. Mogt art criticism is incorrigibly 'literary' and
strengthens rather than eradicates the misconstructions that common
sense is inclined to place upon paintings. The philisting's view—as
usua—is an inverson. Painting that grows from a vivid grasp of
reality is regarded as 'persond interpretation’ or ‘representation’, an
arbitrary and probably irresponsible perversion of fact. Yet the
relevant distinction, within the various views of redity, would be
between formal and naturalistic. And if we were to regard two
paintings of equal artigtic merit, one forma and one naturalistic,
there is a drict sense in which the formal is 'objective’ and the
naturalistic 'subjective’. For the formal impulse arises from recogniz-
ing impermanence and change and reflects the desire for stahility:
while the naturalistic impulse grows out of an unquestioning accept-
ance of the surface of things. The naturalistic painter accepts what
T. E. Hulme cdled the 'messiness of the particular impermanent
object, while the formal painter seeks to reved the universality and
stahility of the individua object.*

Plenty of pictures are painted without artistic impulse or necessity:
many verses are written which are not poems. The digtinction be-
tween artistic pictures and inartistic pictures is not the distinction
between formal and naturalistic, any more than the distinction
between poems and not-poems is the distinction between subjective
and objective, or classcd and romantic.

* * *

Where then do we find the consistency and solidity in poetry that
can make reliable judgment possible? Language is—in one sense at
least—an abstraction; but a poem is not an abstraction, it is not a
structure of concepts. It is a physica entity made in language, but
untrandatable. In its physical character it must be physicaly appre-
hended ifit is to be grasped at dl as a poem; and the bridge between

! This digtinction is developed a some length by Herbert Read in The Philosophy
of Modern Art (1952): it wasfirst enunciated by Wilhelm Worringer and was diffused
in English through T. E. Hulme's posthumous Speculations.
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the physcd and 'spiritud’ in poetry is feding. The poem, the
physica entity, contains within itsdf a psychic potentia, a capacity
for inducing response of certain distinct kinds; it is a latent complex
of feeling which can give access to the redity from which it originaly
sprang. If a poem is treated as though it were an abstraction smply,
or as a physica object sharing the character of dl other physca
objects (which are dso abdtractions), the psychic potentid in the
poem cannot be released.

Somebody has described the artistic gift as 'a natural susceptibility
to moments of strange excitement, in which the colours freshen upon
our threadbare world, and the routine of things about us is broken
by a novel and happier synthesis. These are moments into which
other minds may be made to enter, but which they cannot originate.
The reader, the re-creator of a poem, does not assume towards the
poem the same relationship as the poet. The poet, having established
a paticular relaion between himsdlf and something ese (unknow-
able in itsdlf), discovers and makes known to himself that relation,
that redlity, by transmuting into language hisfedling for that relation.
Once the poem is completed it has become a digtinct monad; its
connection with the poet's persondity and hismesaventuresbio-
graphiquesisbroken; having been externalized aspart of the process of
self-purification the poem is no longer a possesson or an extension
of the poet. The experience which the poem embodies is not an
experience that can be grasped otherwise than through the poet
as through a medium, a medium which is conscious, intricately
organized, capable of integration, capable of modulating or arresting
the experience a any stage of its development. The poem as the
physica incarnation of that experience is the only means of recover-
Ing that individual experience; and that experience can only be re-
created when the reader can regard the poem, not as a 'piece of stuff’,
but as containing within itsdf the power to regenerate a particular
experience. But that experience is not a detached entity; it is arda
tion, in the same way that the redlity from which the poem sprang
was arelation. The Experience' offered in a poem s not then a piece
of detached redlity' but the poet's fedling of and for a valuable relation.
The nature of the poet as medium is indelibly preserved within the
poem; the poet, that is, not as 'persondity’ but as purified and fully
developed sdf, the essentid <l that nobody in the world may ever
have seen except through the poem. In his poem, the poet goes naked
before the world; elsewhere, like another person, he is only accident-
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dly and fitfully luminous, only occasondly 'himself; and like any
other person he is more persstently opague than luminous.

The poem then stands in the same relation to the reader as the poet
stands to redlity; but there the paralel ceases. For the poet made the
poem as a means of purifying nimself and clarifying his redity: the
reader, if he can rdease the self-contained feding embodied In the
poem, alows to grow within himselfthefinal feeling of reality which
the poet has struggled to discover. What the reader experiences is not
arepetition of the process of construction, but the state in which that
process terminates. The poem stands at a vanishing-point; it is the
one infinitesmal step between the brilliant energy of vison and the
dillness of integrity.

When one seeks strenuoudly to ‘understand’ a poem, there is a
temptation to direct attention upon the poem as a physical entity
and to suppose that, like any other physical object, it will yield its
secrets to systematic anaysis. Certainly the reader-critic can never
afford to neglect anything 'to do with the poem', and he must keep
his attention very steadily upon the poem; but he does so in the same
way the poet contemplates his symbols and for the same reason. A
poem is inexhaustible to analysis because it terminates in a vision of
redity’. Redlity isamatter of relationships; we cannot refer aparticular
poem simply to 'redity’, because redity is not a determinate entity.
Redlity is the great unknown and unknowable. We are constantly
In quest of it, yet we can never fully know it and certainly we cannot
possess it; the best we can hope for is to preserve our capacity for
encountering redity in some of its agpects. Whatever judgments of
redity we may make rest upon judgments of vaue. There are,
dgrictly speaking, degrees of redlity to correspond with degrees of
value; for readlity and vaue are inseparable.

Critical judgments then are internal; referable only to the interndl
nature of the poem when it iswholly and directly grasped, and to the
internal nature of the reader when he is grasping the poem integraly.
Thereis no externd test, thereis no quantitative test for the value ofa
poem; there is no way of being certain except through the 'holiness
of the heart's affections, through one's own integrity and a conviction
of the poem's integrity. There are direct routes of approach to poetry,
and plenty of escape-roads, but there are nq short-cuts. Whether we
like it or not, poetry congtantly strives towards a wholeness in which
dl technical digtinctions interfuse and are obliterated. That | is why
there never can be a scientific criticism of art.
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The case for criticism would be obscure—if not untenable—if it
did not find its prototype in poetry itsdf. What in the first place is
‘given’ to the poet is not a text for illustration, but a germ to be
brought to undistorted maturity. (Even the atheist Valfry says ‘Le
premier vers es un don du cid.) The fertilizing and exploratory
influence which the poet exerts in discovering his meaning, his
theme—and incidentally himself—iscriticism. Thepoet suffers; at the
same time he watches himsdlf suffer with (as we say) critica detach-
ment. He indulges in ecstasy; he stands outside himself. That ecstasy
is not unconnected with love, a certain hospitable nicety of attention,
an intimate concern for the welfare of what is being fashioned and
uttered forth. And as Donne says of physical love: 'This ecstasy
doth unperplex . . . andtell uswhat welove.' Criticism, as it occurs
in poetic practice, is not Smply a corrective scrutiny supervening
upon the flow of ‘'inspiration’. It is nothing less than the poet's
primary means of discovering to himsalf what he is saying; and it is
aso the means of fertilizing his germ, and his partia expressions, to
stature and clarity. Criticism, as discovering and fertilizing, proceeds
mogt fruitfully (it would seem) when the poet is concentrating upon
the humblest and most minute details of versification, rhythm, rime,
choice of words, when he is interposing those adroit checks upon
sheer exuberance which will envince the form. The 'sense of fact’
which Eliot (following Remy de Gourmont) enjoins upon the critic
IS the poet's sense of what in any instance is relevant. Only in this
way will the critic find his point of entry, the particular detall or
technical feature which, on andyss, will enrich and vivify the poem.
For a poem is not constructed out of facts, in the usual sense of that
term; in the fusion of Poetic the poem becomes an integral fact
which is its own and only warrant and fina explanation. The
critic's primary task is to become agood reader; and the reader's task
is to be a once tentative, searching, ruthless, persond. Virginia
Woolf, discussing the writer's task, has stated this admirably. ‘One
must put asde antipathies and jealousies and not interrupt. One
must have patience and infinite care and let the light sound, whether
of spiders delicate feet on a leaf or the chuckle of water in some
irrdlevant drainpipe, unfold too. Nothing is to be rejected in fear or
horror. The poet who has written this page ... has withdrawn.
There are no commas or semicolons. The Lines do not run in con-
venient lengths. Much is sheer nonsense. One must be soepticd,
but throw caution to the winds and when the door opens accept
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absolutely. Also sometimes weep; dso cut away ruthlesdy with a
dice of the blade soot, bark, hard accretions of al sorts. And so ...
let down one's net deeper and deeper and gently draw in and bring
to the surface what he said and she sad and make poetry.'

The critic in his perfection will require something beyond extra:
ordinary senghility and intelligence; namely, superhuman humility.
For his task is a very humble one: to bring himself naked into the
presence of works of art; and if he have the gift, then to bring others;
generating, by shifts infinitely subtle and tactful, the atmosphere of
'‘togetherness, of rapt attention, in which done poems will yield
their presence. To arrange works of art in order of comparative
merit might not be an unprofitable occupation for the dog-watches,
but a private matter not to be thrust upon the unwary in the hope of,
cheap revelations. Yet the critic's postion is dways unstable and
vulnerable. He can never be done with correcting the uncritical; he
IS subject to the usual vanities and ambitions of mankind; he is
victim to the gdes of opinion, the deflections of corrective and di-
dactic purpose, the temptations of promotion and enthusiasm, the
attractions of spheres more specific and accessible. Is there perhaps
some cure for the fragmentariness and partialities of criticisn?

The standard answer to this question is aesthetics or a philosophy
of criticism. Criticism is indeed the starting-point for aesthetics. But
aesthetics is not simply a theoretical correlation of critical observa:
tions and dicta. Springing from a direct grasp of particular works of
art, aesthetics is a direct inquiry into the modes of artistic expression.
The Greek root of the word may profitably be recaled by saying that
aestheticsis reflection upon modes of feeling. But we are no nearer to
a solution; for the particular mode of inquiry will be determined by
the subject of inquiry. We cannot assume that a professional philoso-
pher is any better qualified to establish that mode of inquiry than a
poet or critic is. For aesthetics there is required the same sort of
attitude that has been ascribed to the artist and the critic: an impul-
Sve contemplative attitude, profoundly different from ‘curiosity’,
more comprehensive than refined connoisseurship; a restless centre
of emphasis guided by a senstive flair for relevance; a subtle tact in
discovering and gently unfolding self-revedling processes. Aristotle
offered a fruitful glimpse of this attitude when he observed that
'poetry is a more serious and philosophica thing than history’. By
'serious he evidently means in this context something like ‘'moraly
profound'’; he may aso mean required for spiritua nourishment. This
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would enjoin upon the critic then a serious attitude, a posture of re-
sponsible delight, devoid equally of dilettante levity and morose
earnestness. By philosophical he smply means ‘passonaely con-
cerned with wisdom (or truth)'. Judging from his own practice and
from his hints towards diaecticd inquiry (long ago ignored in
formal logic) he does not imply a system of abstracted generdiza-
tions moving towards universal categories. The word "philosophica’
seems to me to enjoin a capacity for what Gabried Marcd cdls
'reflection’. 'Reflection occurs when, life coming up againg a certain
obstacle, or again, being checked by a certain break in the continu-
ity of experience, it becomes necessary to pass from one leve to
another, and to recover on this higher plane the unity which had
been lost on the lower one. Reflection appears in this case as a
promoter of life, it is ascendant and recuperatory, in that it is second-
ary reflection as opposed to primary reflection which is till only de-
composing or anaytic.' Any merely technical or analytical inquiry
will founder (if upon nothing ese) upon the logica discontinuities
of poetry. The sense of fact will need reorienting; for afact—far from
being a thing-in-itself—is a proposition about an event, and 'the
truth of afact, of any fact, is conferred on it by the mind that grasps
it, by the understanding sef'. Fact, sengtive apprehension, and the
sense of relevance are then inseparable. And Truth no longer appears
as a &t of acquisitions, bits of information to be picked up and
carried about, but as avaue: it is only under this aspect that truth
can become "something at stake"'—something worth dying for.
The risks involved in such an undertaking are evident.

In order to arrive at what you do not know
You must go by the way which is the way ofignorance.

The critic, or the aesthetician, must indeed be wary; he must be
dways on guard againg himself—againgt his own prejudices, his
own cliches of thought and perception, his own use of language. He
must constantly refresh hisimages and anaogies, words, phrases, and
theories must be abandoned as soon asthey begin to dot the blood-

! The Mystery of Being (1950-1) (Gifford Lectures for 1949 and 1950), I, x (sum-
mary). Two important corollaries should be noticed. 'Reflection is never exercised
on things that are not worth the trouble of reflecting about’; and ‘it seems to me
esentid that we should gragp the fact that reflection is il part of life, that it is one of
the waysin which life manifegsitsdf, or, more profoundly, that it isin a sense one of
lifés ways of risng from one level to another'.
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gream of reflection. The number who can sustain this order of re-
flection is necessarily small; they will, as Marcel says of the audience
a his lectures, be 'distinguished less by a certain aptitude [technicd
and scholagtic] . . . than by the level at which they make their
demands on life and s their standards. The difference between
criticism and aesthetics will be a difference merely in the sustained
quality of reflection; and the critic will be susceptible to aesthetic
reflections, not because aestheticians will be more competent to
frame them but because both reflect at the same level. At the root
of both activities is the reader, the apprehending person, senstively
engaged with the actua poem.

Out of the dlimy mud of words, out of the dleet and hail
of verbal imprecisions,

Approximate thoughts andfeelings, words that have taken
the place of thoughts andfeelings,

There spring the perfect order of speech, and the beauty
of incantation.

To that order and incantation the reader's ear attunes itsdf until the
whole person responds, caled to a compulsive tune which shapes
him to the clarity and richness of redity. But that will be, not so
much the blinding flash of illumination as a dark incandescence—
partaking of the black fire of Milton's hell, and Y eatSs ‘complexities
of mire or blood, and the ‘ancient pulse of germ and birth' that
Hardy sings. Any tags or charms that can invoke this reflection or
cdl usto that light are legitimate; and anything that brings a reader
to a state of alert humility is useful. Beyond that the reader must work
out his own salvation.
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ganding (Coleridge), 38

Lovelace, Richard, 148

LowePorter, H. T,
Thomas Mann, 8on

Lowes John Livingston, The Road to
Xanadu, 15 65m; on form, 92
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extrication, 105-8; as 'tota asser-
tion', 33; seeas Art

Poets at Work, 15n

Poincare, Henri, 14

Pope, Alexander, 16, 123, 226 HI,
229

Positivism, xix, XXii, XXiV, XXV, XXXVi,

72
Pound, Ezra, 167, 182; on the objective
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and myth, 24, 178-80; and poetry,
58, 160, 222, 235; and relation, 39,
41-2, 69, 145 234. 235, and
rhythm, 46-7,108,112,116-18,204

Reason, pure (Kant), 55-6; and Under-
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182-3, 211, 219; defined, 148n; as
a feature of metaphorica process,
14854

ReVes, G, 14

Rhythm, 24, 105 202-21; described,
203, 211; poetic 'germ' and, 85,
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