THE BOOK WAS
DRENCHED



UNIVERSAL
LIBRARY

OouU_210203

Advddll
TVSHAAINN



%M fook o /f.mum"u/

by
The Government r}/ the United Slates

ai an eapxession of
Friendibip and Goodoell
of the
Poople of the United Hiates

franavds

% .@eg/zd? ¢ ‘ ﬁu&a



OUP—43~30-1-71—5,000
OSMANIA UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

Call No. B\%h,c".‘ P Accession No,PGn nwsal
Author e“?"' » TQWS ‘:cn vrnove

e Pedivie | \asa

This book should be returned on or before the date last marked below.






GREAT | LLUSTRATED CLASSI CS










JAMES FENIMORE COOPER

From an origina drawing which appeared in the New Monthly Magazine
of London in 1834, during Cooper's stay in Europe.



THE PRAIRIE

BY JAMES FENIMORE COOPER

With illustrations of the author and his
environment and reproductions of draw-
ingsfor early editions of the book to-
gether with an introduction and
descriptive captions by

Basil Davenport

NEWYORKe DCDD, MEAD&COVPANY



THE PRAIRIE
PUBLISHED IN THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, 1954

BY DODD, MEAD & COMPANY, INC.

PRINTED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

BY THE CORNWALL PRESS, INC.,, CORNWALL, N. Y.



INTRODUCTION

JAMES FENIMORE COOPER was born in Burlington, New Jersey,
in 1789, the year of the outbreak of the French Revolution and
of Washington's first inauguration. A few years previously his
father had purchased a vast tract of wilderness round Otsego
Lake in upper New York State and began opening it to settlers.
In 1788 he laid out a town on the shores of the lake, caling it
Cooperstown, and built a manorial residence for himself, which he
called Otsego Hall. When Fenimore Cooper was a year old the
family moved to Otsego Hall, and here he grew up on a gentle-
man's estate set in a primeval wilderness. At thirteen he entered
Yde (which was then in many respects more like a secondary
school than a college), but his aristocratic and pioneering up-
bringing made him impatient of school discipline. At sixteen he
left Yale without taking a degree and shipped before the mast to
see the world. On New Year's Day, 1808, at the age of nineteen,
he was commissioned a midshipman in the United States Navy,
where he served for three years. In 1811 he married Susan Au-
gusta Delancey, of Mamaroneck, New York, a marriage which
proved singularly happy. At her desire he left the Navy and set-
tled at Mamaroneck, later moving a short distance to Scarsdae,
in a region full of memories of the American Revolution.

For some years he seemed content with the life of a country
gentleman. His literary career began as the result of a dare. One
day while reading an English novel he cried, "I believe | could
write a better novel myself!" His wife, who probably knew what
she was doing, challenged him to prove it, and he sat down and
wrote his first novel Precaution, published anonymously in 1820,
It is a question whether Precaution was indeed a better novel
than the one he had been reading, for it was an imitation of the
vapid society novels of the day and met with deserved failure.



But Cooper had now had a whiff of printer's ink, and in the fol-
lowing year he found his proper field in The Spy, a story of the
American Revolution.

Two years after The oy Cooper wrote The Pioneers, a story
of the frontier shortly after the Revolution, which proved to be
the first of the Leatherstocking Tales, as they are caled from
their frontiersman hero, Natty Bumppo, one of the few charac-
ters, like Sherlock Holmes and the Count of Monte Cristo, whose
fame has gone round the world. Originally Cooper seems to have
had no idea of writing another book about him. It was the remark
of a friend, on an excursion to Lake George, which led him to
write The Last of the Mohicans, which appeared in 1826 and
showed him at an earlier stage of his life. A year later he wrote
The Prairie, which leaves the hero dead and buried. But, like Sher-
lock Holmes again, Natty Bumppo was too popular to be left in
his grave, and thirteen years later Cooper wrote The Pathfinder
and then The Deerdayer showing him in his early youth. The
unity of the Leatherstocking Tales, and the development, are a
remarkable achievement in view of the difference beween the or-
der in which they were written and their historical sequence. That
sequence, curiously, follows their aphabetical order: The Deer-
slayer, The Last of the Mohicans, The Pathfinder, The Pioneers,
The Prairie. Taken together, they give a pageant of the American
frontier from the days of Indian fighting on the Atlantic dope to
the opening of the Mississippi Valley.

In the interval between the two groups of Leatherstocking
Tales, from 1826 to 1833, Cooper was living abroad. He held an
appointment as United States Consul at Lyons, but the duties
were light, and he was able to do agood ded of travelling and to
continue writing. At this time he wrote several sea stories. He dso.
wrote a group of novels s&t in the Middle Ages, with the avowed
intention of clearing away the false glamour with which he be-
lieved that Sir Walter Scott had invested feudalism, and showing
its disappearance before republicanism. In 1833 he returned to
Otsego Hall, which he considerably enlarged, and settled down as
Squire of Cooperstown. Like other theoretical republicans, he was



revolted by the corruptions of the actual society around him. He
attacked these vigorously and stirred up a storm of libel actions,
in which he argued his own cases with such ability that he was
regularly victorious. He continued to live at Otsego Hall and
poured out novels, memoirs, naval histories and works of contro-
versy until his death in 1851

Long before his death his fame was world-wide. In 1833 Samuel
Morse wrote: "The works of Cooper . . . have been seen by
American travellers in the languages of Turkey and Persia, in
Constantinople, in Egypt, at Jerusalem, at Ispahan." His books
have many faults; the style is careless, and the genteel characters
lifeless. But before his time, American writers had produced little
but imitations of English books and themes. Cooper taught the
world that the American wilderness and wars were a rich source
of romance, and that the rough, independent, resourceful Ameri-
can frontiersman or sailor was a hero worthy to stand beside the
cavaliers of the Old World.

BASIL DAVENPORT






PRINCIPAL WORKS OF JAMES FENIMORE COOPER
AND THEIR DATES

Precaution—1820

The Spy—1821

The Pioneers—1823

The Pilot—1823

Liond Lincoln—1825

The Last of the Mohicans—1826

The Prairie—1827

The Red Rover—1828

Notions of the Americans: Picked up by a Traveling
Bachelor—1828

The Wept of Wishton-Wish—1829

The Water-Witch—1830

The Bravo—1831

A Letter to His Countrymen—1834

The Monikins—1835

Homeward Bound—1838

Home as Found—1838

The History of the Navy of the United States of
America—1839

The Pathfinder—1840

The Deerdayer—1841

The Two Admirals—1842

The Wing-and-Wing—1842

Wy andotte—1843

Ned Myers—1843

Afloat and Ashore—1844

MilesWallingford—1844

Satan's Toe—1845

The Chainbearer—1846

The Redskins—1846

The Crater—1847

The Sea Lions—1849

The Ways of the Hour—1850






ILLUSTRATIONS

James Fenimore Cooper.

Appearance of the Trapper to the Emigrants
The Cover

Cooper's Birthplace

Judge William Cooper. o

He Seized the Doctor by the Hair

The Manor House and the Original Otsego Hall.
Bust of James Fenimore Cooper.

The Trapper Stretched Forth His Arms
Otsego Hall Remodelled

More Than Once the Trapper Had Raised His Rifle .

Elizabeth Fenimore Cooper
Statue of Leatherstocking

Frontispiece

Facing

Page
14

49

80
113
144
177
208
241
272
305

A Series of Masterly Evolutions with the Horses Now Com-

menced .

The Squatter Raised His Rifle with Extreme Care, and Fired

He Was Last Seen Standing on the Low Point

1~2§§






AUTHOR'S
INTRODUCTION

The geologica formation of that portion of the American Uniox,
which lies between the Alleghanies and the Rocky Mountains, has
given rise to many ingenious theories. Virtually, the whole of this
immense region is a plain. For a distance extending nearly 1500
miles east and west, and 600 north and south, there is scarcely
an elevation worthy to be cdled a mountain. Even hills are not
common; though a good dea of the face of the country has more
or less of that "rolling" character, which is described in the open-
ing pages of this work.

There is much reason to believe, that the territory which now
composes Ohio, Illinais, Indiana, Michigan, and a large portion of
the country west of the Mississippi, lay formerly under water. The
soil of al the former states has the appearance of an dluvia de-
posit; and isolated rocks have been found, of a nature and in st-
uations which render it difficult to refute the opinion that they
have been transferred to their present beds by floating ice. This
theory assumes that the Great Lakes were the deep pools of one
immense body of fresh water, which lay too low to be drained by
the irruption that laid bare the land.

It will be remembered that the French, when masters of the
Canadas and Louisiana, claimed the whole of the territory in ques
tion. Their hunters and advanced troops held the first communica-
tions with the savage occupants, and the earliest written accounts
we posess of these vast regions are from the pens of their mis-
sionaries. Many French words have, consequently, become of local
use in this quarter of America, and not a few names given hi that
language have been perpetuated. When the adventurers, who first
penetrated these wilds, met, in the centre of the forests, immense



plains covered with rich verdure or rank grasses, they naturally
gave them the appellation of meadows. As the English succeeded
the French, and found a peculiarity of nature differing from dl
they had yet seen on the continent, already distinguished by a
word that did not expresd (anything in their own language, they
left these natural meadows in possession of their title of conven-
tion. In this manner has the word "Prairie" been adopted into the
English tongue.

The American prairies are of two kinds. Those which lie east
of the Missisdppi are comparatively smal, are exceedingly fertile,
and are dways surrounded by forests. They are susceptible of high
cultivation, and are fast becoming settled. They abound in Ohio,
Michigan, Illinois, and Indiana. They labor under the disadvan-
tages of a scarcity of wood and water,—evils of a serious char-
acter, until art has had time to supply the deficiencies of nature.
As cod is sad to abound in dl that region, and wells are gen+
eraly successful, the enterprise of the emigrants is gradualy pre-
vailing againgt these difficulties.

The second description of these naturad meadows lies west of
the Mississippi, a a distance of a few hundred miles from that
river, and is called the Great Prairies. They resemble the steppes
of Tartary more than any other known portion of the world; be-
ing, in fact, avast country, incapable of sustaining a dense popula
tion, in the absence of the two great necessaries aready named.
Rivers abound, it is true; but this region is nearly degtitute of
brooks and the smaller water courses, which tend so much to com-
fort and fertility.

The origin and date of the Great American Prairies form one of
naures most maestic myseries. The generd character of the
United States, of the Canadas, and of Mexico, is that of luxuriant
fertility. It would be difficult to find another portion of the world,
of the same extent, which has 0 little usdess land as the inhabited
parts of the American Union. Most of the mountains are arable
and even the prairies, in this section of the republic, are of deep
dluvion. The same is true between the Rocky Mountains and the
Pacific. Between the two lies the broad belt of compardive desert,



which is the scene of this tale, appearing to interpose a barrier
to the progress of the American people westward. Since the orig-
ind publication of this book, however, the boundaries of the re-
public have been carried to the Pacific, and the "settler,” preceded
by the "trapper,” has aready established himsdf on the shores of
that vast sea

The Great Prairies appear to be the final gathering-place of the
red men. The remnants of the Mohicans and the Delawares, of the
Creeks, Choctaws, and Cherokees, are destined to fulfil their time
on these vast plains. The entire number of the Indians within the
Union is differently computed, at between one and five hundred
thousand souls. Most of them inhabit the country west of the
Mississppi. At the period of the tale, they dwelt in open hostility;
national feuds passing from generation to generation. The power
of the republic has done much to restore peace to these wild scenes,
and it is now possible to travel in security, where civilized man
did not dare to pass unprotected five-and-twenty years ago.

Recent events have brought the Grand Prairies into familiar
notice, and we now read of journeys across them as, half a century
since, we perused the narratives of the emigrants to Ohio and
Louisana It is a singular commentary on the times that places
for railroads across these vast plains are in active discusson, and
that men have ceased to regard the project as chimerical.

This book closes the career of Leather-stocking. Pressed upon by
time, he has ceased to be the hunter and the warrior, and has be-
come a trapper of the great West. The sound of the axe has driven
him from his beloved forests to seek a refuge, by a species of des-
perate resignation, on the denuded plains that stretch to the Rocky
Mountains. Here he passes the few closing years of his life, dying
‘as he had lived, a philosopher of the wilderness, with a few of the
falings, none of the vices and dl the nature and truth of his

position.






CHAPTER ONE

"/ pray thee, shepherd, if that love, or gold,

Can In this desert place buy entertainment,

Bring us where we may rest ourselves and feed."
AS YOU LIKE IT.

— -

MUCH was said and written, at the time, concerning the policy
of adding the vast regions of Louisiana, to the already immense and
but half-tenanted territories of the United States. As the warmth
of controversy, however, subsided, and party considerations gave
place to more liberal views, the wisdom of the measure began to
be generally conceded. It soon became apparent to the meanest
capacity, that while nature had placed a barrier of desert to the
extension of our population in the West, the measure had made us
the masters of a belt of fertile country, which, in the revolutions of
the day, might have become the property of a rival nation. It gave
us the sole command of the great thoroughfare of the interior, and
placed the countless tribes of savages, who lay along our borders,
entirely within our control; it reconciled conflicting rights, and
quieted national distrusts; it opened a thousand avenues to the
inland trade, and to the waters of the Pacific; and, if ever time
or necessity shal require a peaceful division of this vast empire,
it assures us of a neighbor that will possess our language, our re-
ligion, our ingtitutions, and it is aso to be hoped, our sense of
political justice.

Although the purchase was made in 1803 the spring of the
succeeding year was permitted to open, before the official prudence
of the Spaniard, who held the province for his European master,
admitted the authority, or even of the entrance of its new pro-
prietors. But the forms of the transfer were no sooner completed,
and the new government acknowledged, than swarms of that rest-
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less people which is ever found hovering on the skirts of American
society, plunged into the thickets that fringed the right bank of
the Mississippi, with the same careless hardihood that had already
sustained so many of them in their toilsome progress from the At-
lantic states, to the eastern shores of the "Father of rivers" *

Time was necessary to blend the numerous and affluent colonists
of the lower province with their new compatriots. but the thinner
and more humble population above, was almost immediately swal-
lowed in the vortex which attended the tide of instant emigration.
The inroad from the east was a new and sudden outbreaking of a
people, who had endured a momentary restraint, after having been
rendered nearly resistless by success. The toils and hazards of for-
mer undertakings were forgotten, as these endless and unexplored
regions, with al their fancied as well as real advantages, were laid
open to their enterprise. The consequences were such as might
easily have been anticipated, from so tempting an offering, placed,
as it was, before the eyes of a race long trained in adventure, and
nurtured in difficulties.

Thousands of the elders, of what were then cdled the New
States,? broke up from the enjoyment of their hard-earned indul-
gences, and were to be seen leading long files of descendants, born
and reared in the forests of Ohio and Kentucky, deeper into the
land, in quest of that which might be termed, without the aid of
poetry, their natural and more congenial atmosphere. The dis-
tinguished and resolute forester who first penetrated the wilds of
the latter state, was of the number. This adventurous and venerable
patriarch was now seen making his last remove; placing the endless
river between him and the multitude his own success had drawn

1. The Mississippi is thus termed in several of the Indian lan-
uages. The reader will gain a more just idea of the importance of
this stream, if he recalls to mind the fact, that the Missouri and the
Mlsssstl are properly the same river. Their united lengths cannot
be greatly short of four thousand miles.
2. All the states admitted to the American Union, since the revo-
lution, are called New States, with the exception of Vermont; that had
claimsbeforethewar, whichwere not, however, admitted until alater

day.
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around him, and seeking for the renewa of enjoyments which were
rendered worthless in his eyes when trammelled by the forms of
human ingtitutions.

In the pursuit of adventures such as these, men are ordinarily
governed by their habits or deluded by their wishes. A few, led by
the phantoms of hope and ambitious of sudden affluence, sought
the mines of the virgin territory; but by far the greater portion
of the emigrants were satisfied to establish themselves along the
margins of the larger water-courses, content with the rich returns
that the generous, alluvial bottoms of the rivers never fail to be-
stow on the most desultory industry. In this manner were com-
munities formed with magical rapidity; and most of those who wit-
nessed the purchase of the empty empire, have lived to see aready
a populous and sovereign state, parcelled from its inhabitants, and
received into the bosom of the national Union on terms of political
equdity.

The incidents and scenes which are connected with this legend
occurred in the earliest periods of the enterprises which have led to
S0 great and so speedy a result.

The harvest of the first year of our possesson had long been
passed, and the fading foliage of a few scattered trees was already
beginning to exhibit the hues and tints of Autumn, when a train of
wagons issued from the bed of a dry rivulet, to pursue its course
across the undulating surface, of what, in the language of the
country of which we write, is caled a "rolling prairie" The ve-
hicles, loaded with household goods and implements of husbandry,
the few straggling sheep and cattle that were herded in the rear,
and the rugged appearance and careless mien of the sturdy men
who loitered at the sdes of the lingering teams, united to announce
a band of emigrants seeking for the Eldorado of the West. Con-
trary to the usual practice of the men of their caste, this party had
left the fertile bottoms of the low country, and had found its way,

1. Colonel Boon, the patriarch of Kentucky. This venerable and
hardy pioneer of civilization emigrated to an estate three hundred
miles west of the Mississippi, in his ninety-second year, because he
found a population of ten to the square mile, inconveniently crowded |
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by means only known to such adventurers, across glen and torrent,
over deep morasses and arid wastes, to a point far beyond the
usual limits of civilized habitations. In their front were stretched
those broad plains, which extend, with so little diversity of char-
acter, to the bases of the Rocky Mountains, and many long and
dreary miles in their rear, foamed the swift and turbid waters
of LaPlatte.

The appearance of such a train in that bleak and solitary place
was rendered the more remarkable by the fact, that the surround-
ing country offered so little that was tempting to the cupidity of
speculation, and, if possible, ill less that was flattering to the
hopes of an ordinary settler of new lands.

The meagre herbage of the prairie promised nothing in favor of
a hard and unyielding soil, over which the wheels of the vehicles
rattled as lightly as if they travelled on a beaten road; neither
wagons nor beasts making any deeper impression than to mark
that bruised and withered grass, which the cattle plucked from
timeto time, and as often rejected, as food too sour for even hunger
to render palatable.

Whatever might be the final destination of these adventurers,
or the secret causes of their apparent security in so remote and
unprotected a situation, there was no visible sign of uneasiness, un-
certainty, or alarm, among them. Including both sexes, and every
age, the number of the party exceeded twenty.

At some little distance in front of the whole, marched the indi-
vidual, who, by his position and air, appeared to be the leader of
the band. He was a tall, sun-burnt man, past the middle age, of a
dull countenance and listless manner. His frame appeared loose
and flexible; but it was vast, and in reality of prodigious power. It
was only at moments, however, as some slight impediment opposed
itself to hisloitering progress, that his person, which, inits ordinary
gait seemed so lounging and nerveless, displayed any of those ener-
gies which lay latent in his system, like the slumbering and un-
wieldy, but terrible, strength of the elephant. The inferior linea-
ments of his countenance were coarse, extended, and vacant; while
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the superior, or those nobler parts which are thought to affect the
intellectual being, were low, receding, and mean.

The dress of this individua was a mixture of the coarsest vest-
ments of a husbandman, with the leathern garments that fashion
as well as use, had in some degree rendered necessary to one en-
gaged in his present pursuits. There was, however, a singular and
wild display of prodiga and ill judged ornaments, blended with
his motley attire. In place of the usual deer-skin belt, he wore
around his body a tarnished silken sash of the most gaudy colors;
the buckhorn haft of his knife was profusely decorated with plates
of silver; the marten's fur of his cap was of afinenessand shadow-
ing that a queen might covet; the buttons of his rude and soiled
blanket-coat were of the glittering coinage of Mexico; the stock of
his rifle was of beautiful mahogany, riveted and banded with the
same precious metal; and the trinkets of no less than three worth-
less watches dangled from different parts of his person. In addition
to the pack and the rifle which were slung at his back, together with
the well filled, and carefully guarded pouch and horn, he had care-
lesdly cast a keen and bright wood-axe across his shoulder, sustain-
ing the weight of the whole with as much apparent ease as if he
moved unfettered in limb, and free from incumbrance.

A short distance in the rear of this man, came a group of youths
very similarly attired, and bearing sufficient resemblance to each
other, and to their leader, to distinguish them as the children of
one family. Though the youngest of their number could not much
have passed the period, that, in the nicer judgment of the law, is
called the age of discretion, he had proved himself so far worthy
of his progenitors as to have reared already his aspiring person to
the standard height of his race. There were one or two others, of
different mould, whose descriptions must, however, be referred
to the regular course of the narrative.

Of the females, there were but two who had arrived a woman-
hood; though several white-headed, olive-skinned faces were peer-
ing out of the foremost wagon of the train, with eyes of lively
curiosity and characteristic animation. The dder of the two adults
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was the sdlow and wrinkled mother of most of the party, and the
younger was a sprightly, active girl of eighteen, who in figure,
dress, and mien, seemed to belong to a station in society severd
gradations above that of any one of her vishle associates. The
second vehicle was covered with a top of cloth so tightly drawn,
as to concea its contents with the nicest care. The remaining
wagons were loaded with such rude furniture and other persona
effects, as might be supposed to belong to one ready at any moment
to change his abode, without reference to season or distance.

Perhaps there was little in this train, or in the appearance of its
proprietors, that is not daily to be encountered on the highways
of this changeable and moving country. But the solitary and pe-
culiar scenery, in which it was so unexpectedly exhibited, gave
to the party a marked character of wildness and adventure.

In the little valleys, which, in the regular formation of the land,
occurred at every mile of their progress, the view was bounded on
two of the sides by the gradual and low elevations which give
name to the description of prairie we have mentioned; while on
the others, the meagre prospect ran off in long, narrow, barren
perspectives, but dlightly relieved by a pitiful show of coarse,
though somewhat luxuriant vegetation. From the summits of the
awvdls, the eye became fatigued with the sameness and chilling
dreariness of the landscape. The earth was not unlike the ocean,
when its restless waters are heaving heavily, after the agitation
and fury of the tempest have begun to lessen. There was the same
waving and regular surface, the same absence of foreign objects,
and the same boundless extent to the view. Indeed so very striking
was the resemblance between the water and the land, that, how-
ever much the geologist might sneer at so smple atheory, it would
have been difficult for a poet not to have felt, that the formation
of the one had been produced by the subsiding dominion of the
other. Here and there a tdl tree rose out of the bottoms, stretching
its naked branches abroad, like some solitary vessdl; and, to
strengthen the delusion, far in the distance appeared two or three
rounded thickets, looming in the misty horizon like islands resting
on the waters. It is unnecessary to warn the practised reader, that
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the sameness of the surface, and the low stands of the spectators,
exaggerated the distances; but. as swell appeared after swell, and
idand succeeded island, there was a disheartening assurance that
long and seemingly interminable tracts of territory must be passed,
before the wishes of the humblest agriculturist could be realized.

Stll, the leader of the emigrants steadily pursued his way, with
no other guide than the sun, turning his back resolutely on the
abodes of civilization, and plunging a each step more deeply, if
not irretrievably into the haunts of the barbarous and savage
occupants of the country. As the day drew nigher to a close, how-
ever, his mind, which was, perhaps, incapable of maturing any
connected system of forethought, beyond that which related to the
interests of the present moment, became, in some dight degree
troubled with the care of providing for the wants of the hours of
darkness.

On reaching the crest of a swell that was a little higher than
the usual elevations, he lingered a minute, and cast a haf curious
eye, on either hand, in quest of those well known signs which
might indicate a place where the three grand requisites of water,
fuel, and fodder, were to be obtained in conjunction.

It would seem that his search was fruitless, for after a few
moments of indolent and listless examination, he suffered his huge
frame to descend the gentle declivity, in the same sluggish manner
that an over fatted beast would have yielded to the downward
pressure.

His example was silently followed by those who succeeded him,
though not until the young men had manifested much more of
interest, if not of concern, in the brief inquiry, which each in his
turn made on gaining the same look-out. It was now evident, by
the tardy movements both of beasts and men, that the time of
necessary rest was not far distant. The matted grass of the lower
land presented obstacles which fatigue began to render formid-
able, and the whip was becoming necessary to urge the lingering
teams to their labor. At this moment, when, with the exception
of the principa individual, a general lassitude was getting the
mastery of the travellers, and every eye was cadt, by a sort of
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common impulse, wistfully forward, the whole party was brought
to a halt, by a spectacle as sudden as it was unexpected.

The sun had fallen below the crest of the nearest wave of the
prairie, leaving the usua rich and glowing train on its track. In
the centre of this flood of fiery light a human form appeared,
drawn againgt the gilded background as distinctly, and seemingly
as palpable, as though it would come within the grasp of any
extended hand. The figure was colossd; the attitude musing and
melancholy; and the situation directly in the route of the trav-
ellers. But imbedded, as it was, in its setting of garish light, it was
impossible to distinguish its just proportions or true character.

The effect of such a spectacle was instantaneous and powerful.
The man in front of the emigrants came to a stand, and remained
gazing a the mysterious object with a dull interest, that soon
quickened into superstitious awe. His sons, so soon as the first
emotions of surprise had a little abated, drew dowly around him,
and as they who governed the teams gradually followed their
example, the whole party was soon condensed in one silent and
wondering group. Notwithstanding the impression of a super-
natural agency was very general among the travellers, the ticking
of gun-locks was heard, and one or two of the bolder youths cast
their riflesforward, in readiness for service.

"Send the boys off to the right," exclaimed the resolute wife
and mother, in a sharp, dissonant voice; "l warrant me Asa or
Abner will give some account of the creature!"

"It may be well enough to try therifle," muttered a dull looking
man, whose features, both in outline and expression, bore no small
resemblance to the first speaker, and who loosened the stock of
his piece and brought it dexterously to the front, while delivering
this opinion; "the Pawnee Loups are said to be hunting by hun-
dreds in the plains; if so, they'll never miss a single man from
their tribe."

"Stay!" exclaimed a soft toned, but aarmed female voice, which
was eadily to be traced to the trembling lips of the younger of the
two women; "we are not all together; it may be a friend!"

"Who is scouting now?' demanded the father, scanning, at the
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same time, the cluster of his stout sons, with a displeased and
sullen eye. "Put by the piece, put by the piece" he continued,
diverting the other's aim with the finger of a giant, and with the
air of one it might be dangerous to deny. "My job is not yet
ended; let us finish the little that remains in peace.”

The man who had manifested so hostile an intention appeared
to understand the other's alusion, and suffered himself to be
diverted from his object. The sons turned their inquiring looks
on the girl who had so eagerly spoken, to require an explanation;
but, as if content with the respite she had obtained for the stranger,
she sank back, in her seat, and chose to affect a maidenly silence.

In the meantime the hues of the heavens had often changed. In
place of the brightness which had dazzled the eye, a grey and
more sober light had succeeded, and as the setting logt its bril-
liancy, the proportions of the fanciful form became less exagger-
ated, and finally distinct. Ashamed to hesitate, now that the truth
was nho longer doubtful, the leader of the party resumed his jour-
ney, using the precaution, as he ascended the dight acclivity, to
release his own rifle from the strap, and to cast it into a situation
more convenient for sudden use.

There was little apparent necessity, however, for such watchful-
ness. From the moment when it had thus unaccountably appeared,
as it were, between the heavens and the earth, the stranger's figure
had neither moved nor given the smalest evidence of hostility.
Had he harbored any such evil intention, the individua who now
came plainly into view seemed but little qualified to execute them.

A frame that had endured the hardships of more than eighty
seasons was not qualified to awaken apprehension in the breast of
one as powerful as the emigrant. Notwithstanding his years, and
his look of emaciation, if not of suffering, there was that about this
solitary being, however, which said that time, and not disease, had
laid his hand heavily on him. His form had withered, but it was
not wasted. The sinews and muscles, which had once denoted great
strength, though shrunken, were dtill visible; and his whole figure
had attained an appearance of induration, which, if it were not
for the well known frailty of humanity, would have seemed to bid
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defiance to the further approaches of decay. His dress was chiefly
of skins, worn with the hair to the weather; a pouch and horn
were suspended from his shoulders; and he leaned on a rifle of
uncommon length, but which, like its owner, exhibited the wear
of long and hard service.

As the party drew nigher to this solitary being, and came within
a distance to be heard, a low growl issued from the grass at his
feet, and then a tall, gaunt, toothless hound arose lazily from his
lair, and shaking himself, made some show of resisting the nearer
approach of the travellers.

"Down, Hector, down," said his master, in a voice that was a
little tremulous and hollow with age. "What have ye to do, pup,
with men who journey on their lawful calings?'

"Stranger, if you are much acquainted in this country," said the
leader of the emigrants, "can you tell a traveller where he may
find necessaries for the night?"

“Is the land filled on the other side of the Big River?" demanded
the old man solemnly, and without appearing to hearken to the
other's question; "or why do | see a sight | had never thought to
behold again?"

"Why, there is country left, it is true, for such as have money,
and ar' not particular in the choice" returned the emigrant; "but
to my taste, it is getting crowdy. What may a man cdl the dis
tance from this place to the mghest point on the mam river?"

"A hunted deer could not cool his sides in the Mississippi, with-
out travelling a weary five hundred miles”

"And what may you name the district hereaway ?'

"By what name" returned the old man, pointing significantly
upwards, "would you cal the spot where you see yonder cloud?”

The emigrant looked at the other like one who did not compre-
hend his meaning, and who half suspected he was trifled with; but *
he contented himself by saying——

"You ar' but a new inhabitant, like myself, | reckon, stranger,
otherwise you would not be backward in helping a traveller to
some advice; words cogt but little, and sometimes lead to friend-
ships™"
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"Advice is not a gift, but a debt that the old owe to the young.
What would you wish to know?"

"Where | may 'camp for the night. I'm no great difficulty maker
as to bed and board; but dl old journeyers like myself know the
virtue of sweet water, and a good browse for the cattle."

"Come, then, with me, and you shal be master of both; and
little more isit that | can offer on this hungry prairie."

As the old man was speaking, he raised his heavy rifle to his
shoulder with a facility a little remarkable for his years and ap-
pearance, and without further words led the way over the acclivity
to the adjacent bottom.
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CHAPTER TWO

"Up with my tent: here will | lie to-night,
But where, to-morrow?—Well,all's one for that."
RICHARD THE THIRD.

B e o T

THE travellers soon discovered the usual and unerring evidences
that the severd articles necessary to their situation were not far
distant. A clear and gurgling spring burst out of the side of the
declivity, and joining its waters to those of other similar little
fountains in its vicinity, their united contributions formed a run,
which was easily to be traced for miles aong the prairie, by the
scattering foliage and verdure which occasionally grew within
the influence of its moisture. Hither, then, the stranger held his
way, eagerly followed by the willing teams, whose instinct gave
them a prescience of refreshment and rest.

On reaching what he deemed a suitable spot, the old man halted,
and with an inquiring look, he seemed to demand if it possessed
the needed conveniences. The leader of the emigrants cast his eyes
understandingly about him, and examined the place with the keen-
ness of one competent to judge of so nice a question, though in
that dilatory and heavy manner, which rarely permitted him to
betray precipitation.

"Ay, this may do," he said, when satisfied with his scrutiny;
"boys, you have seen the last of the sun; be stirring."

The young men manifested a characteristic obedience. The
order, for such in tone and manner it was, in truth, was received
with respect; but the utmost movement was the falling of an axe
or two from the shoulder to the ground, while their owners con-
tinued to regard the place with listless and incurious eyes. In the
meantime, the elder traveller, as if familiar w