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PREFACE

Kuttanimatam #&vyam by Damodara Gupta, edited by
Pandit Madhusﬁd:g)!-‘l(aul, Superintendent, Archaeology, Re-
search and Museun inagar, Kashmir.

Aw early as 14gy Dr. Peterson first drew the attention of
the public to a palm-leaf MS. (written in circa thirteenth century
ATD) of the Kuftanimatam found in the Santindtha temple
collection at Cambay. That MS. was incomplete and bore the
title Shambhalimatam and mn 1887 the poem was published in
the Kavyamala Series utilizing two other MSS. of the poem
procured by Pandit Durga Prashad of Jaipur. All these MSS.
were ‘incomplete and maccurate’, and thus presented textual
problems that baffled the ingenuity of many scholars, Indian
as well as European.

In 1897-98 MM. Haraprasad Shastri paid visits to Nepal
and brought some rare MSS. which he himself described in his
Yeport on the Search of Sansknt MSS (1895-1900). In that
report he made the following significant observation :

A MS. of tho poom Kuttanimatam has been acquired, copied 1n 292
of the Newar era, t.e., 1172 A.D. , . . Itis wrnitten in Bengah character.
The oldest datod MS. 1n this character known i Europe bears the date
of 1198. The present MS. 18 therefore 26 years older than the oldest
MS. in Bengali known. 1 have reason to think that the MS. 18 older still,
as the date 18 given 1n a beautiful Nowar hand which runs through four

hnes after the colophon. So the Bengalh character in which the whole
MS. 1s writton 18 of an older date than the four ines of Newar seript.

The MSS were valuable on more than one ground Tt
helped 1in amechorating substantially the highly defective text
printed m the Kavyamala Series. 1t also furnished to students
of the paleography of the Bengali script MS. material copied
in 1172 A.D. (292 of the Newar era) and was therefore 26 years
older than the oldest Bengali MS. known in Europe.

Pandit Shastri and his pupil the late Rakhaldas Banerjee
made occasional references to the value of Kuttanimatam and
~0 we understand how a Kashmirian pupil of Pandit Shastri,
who was working with him in Calcutta—Pandit Madhusudan
Kaul of Srinagar—was entrusted with the work of editing and
annotating the poem. Inaletter dated 26th March, 1918, written
from the premises of Pandit Shastri (26 Pataldanga Strect,
Calcutta) Pandit Kaul, then a Research Scholar of the Kashmir
Durbar attached to Pandit Haraprasad, wrote as follows:

I have prepared press copy for a good edition of the Kuttanimatam
by one of my countrymen about eleven hundred years ago. It gives
a lively picture of the Hindu society of the time at Benares. It was
years ago printed in the Kavyamild Series but the materials on which the
edition was based were not only defective but also incorrect. I have
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prepared the press copy from two excellont manuscripts in the A.S.B.
Library. One 18 a very beautiful Bengah manuscript, complete and
correct, copied some time before 1172 A.D. The other 13 a Newari copy
based presumably on the above.

The question of undertaking the publication of the book
was discussed in April 1918 and Pandit Shastri obscrved: ‘1
have seen the press copy carefully and I find that the various
readings have been very well done. . . . The work will bhe
a great improvement on the old edition.” Objectien was
raised on the ground that the book was published elsewhere
and that 1t was not in conformity with the ‘main object of the
Bibliotheca Indica Series, publishing important Oriental works
that exist only in MSS’ This technical objection was over-
ruled and on the recommendation of Jt. Philological Secretary,
Pandit S. C. Vidyabhusana, and of Prof D R. Bhandarkar, Sir
Asutosh Mookerjee urged the inclusion of Kuftanimatam in the
list of works approved for publication in the Bibliotheca Indica
Pandit Shastri further justified this new edition saying that the
Kavyamala edition was prepared from ‘bad and incomplete
materials’ while ‘nearly a fourth of Madhusudan’s work is
absolutely new ’.

The work was apparently sent to B M Press in 1919 and in
February 1920 we find the editor receiving proofs. In June
1921 we note that proofs from pp. 104-120, 1 e to the last page
of the text, and pp. 121-160 of the Notes were sent to the editor.
Tn August 1922 the B.M. Press was complaining that corrected
proofs of the Notes were not reaching them.

A mysterious silence followed and after nearly a decade we
find Prof. J. J. Meyer appealing to the then Gen. Secretary,
Mr. Van Manen, to help him with the reprint or proofs of the
work so far composed. We quote below some passages of
Prof. Meyer’s letter dated Laubenhof, Chur, Switzerland,
19th July, 1931:

Tho Librarian of the India Office in London sent me & copy of your
lkind letter to lim dated 25th Juno, 1931, and concerning my roquest for
a MS. of Damodargupta’s Kuttanimatam.

Some months ago I finally mailed to the publisher the MS. of the work
for which I am 1n noed of MS. holp. It 1s a new and thoroughly revised
odition of the translation of Kshemondra’s Samayamatrika and Damodar-
gupta’s Kuttanimatam, in ono large volume, entitled Mores et Amores
[ndorum. The Introduction has also been smplhfied and a long foroword
is to bo added. The ongmal edition came out 1n 1903 and has been out
of print almost ever simnce.. ... I hope that the now edition of the
Sanskrit text of the Kuttanimatam now n preparation for the Bibliotheca
Indica will be ready in time so that I can use 1t for an appendix to my
book in which I should like o take up at least the more 1important passages
and points that will recerve new light from your edition of the text.

The toxt in the Kavyamald, as you well know, bristles with cruces
interpretum, especially from stanza 486 on. ... Now when do you
expect your edition to be completed ? Could you mail me the advance
sheets as soon as printed ? Or, if need be, a copy of the proof sheets as
soon as they are advanced, i.e., expurgated far enough to be serviceable ?
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Meanwhile the MSS. of the A.S.B. were copied out in
Devanagari characters by Babu Govindadas of Benares, who
placed his copy to Pandit T. M. Tripathi who published a new
cdition from Bombay in 1924, adding his own Sanskrit commen-
tary Rasa-Dipika. This edition was recommended by Mr Van
Manen to Prof Meyer who also got from our Society a file of
the formes so far printed. Prof Meyer’s letter that followed,
dated Sept 13, 1931, will explain itself-

Kindly accept my sincerest thanks for your two letters and the
contents of the two registered parcels. Now that I have all the material
you can furnish me at the present time before meo T shall agamn attack
the Kuttanimatam, with which I have wrestled anew for many a month
some time ago. No doubt the help which you sent me with such bene-
volent and pamstaking alacrity will be so great that many a knot that
defied all iy racking of the brains can now bo undone. A thousand
thanks once more.

While Prof Meyer was trying to expedite the publication
of the A.SB text, Mr Van Manen probablv sought the help
of some local pundits to help in completing the book  Tn 1929
Mr Chintaharan Chakrabarti was invited to see the remaining
portions of the work through the press Mr. Van Manen
apparently lost all touch with Pt. Kaul, who had seen the printing
of the text as far as p. 112 and some portions of the Notes as
well  We also know that notes on verses 1-860 were set up in
tyvpe and that notes for the remaining portions of the work
(verses 862-1058) were prepared by Mr Chakrabarti

These facts were revealed in the Notes submitted by
Mr. Chakrabarti to the Society in 1939, after a second lapse of
academic memory of another decade (1929-1939) Mr Van
Manen retired and the first report of Mr. Chakrabarti was
addressed to the Reorganisation Committee just 20 years after
the starting of printing

Dr B.S Guha tried his best to bring into a line of ¢o-opera-
tion the two learned Sanskritists of Caleutta and Kashmir
But alas! it was not an easy affair, and the chequered career of
this valuable MS could but partially be redeemed by the present
publication of the complete text with variants for the benefit
of Sanskrit scholars, in the 25th Jubilee of its first setting up
at the B.M. Press (1919) To allow this matter to drag on
would mean the utter decomposition of the printed formes and
so the Publication Committee decided to release the text portion
only as fasc. 1, expecting to publish critical notes, ete. in a
future fascicule when Pandit Kaul would send them to us. We
apologize to the learned editor for this unfortunate delay and
thank him for his patient co-operation with us

There is ample justification for publishing more than one
recension of such a rarc text as the Kuttanimatam. In spite
of numerous distortions in textual reading and deviations in
sense inevitable in MS. traditions of such a restricted range,
we may recommend the cantos composed by Damodara Gupta,
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Minister of King Jayapida, (779-830 A.D.), as spccimens of
erotic kdavya of the late classical period of Sanskrit literature.
The only other experiment along similar lines was made possibly
in the same epoch by some pscudo-Kalidasa who tried to
smuggle a good deal of his knowledge of the Kamagastra into
the later (probably apocryphal) cantos of the Kumarasambhava
which provoked, as we know, some later writers to compose
poctic commentaries on  Vatsiyana’s Kamasiitra. That
remarkable treatise which, hke Kautilya’s Artha$astra, was
gradually getting dismembered, was luckily conserved to a
certain extent through the zeal and poetic scale of emment
writers ike Kalidasa, Magha and Damodara Gupta. Havelock
Ellis, the celebrated author of the psychology of sex, has pad
generous tributes to Vatsayana as a pioneer of scientific studies
along that hne.

So Prof. J. J. Mever and Dr. Schmidt by their laborious
rescarches into Indian erotic literature have demonstrated
therr scientific worth, and m publishing our Society’s text of
the Kuttanimatam we hope that some interest would be roused
among scholars studying problems for normal and abnormal
psychology. Prof. Keith has very appropriately classified
Kuttanimatam into his group of didactic poetry, saymng that
there is both wit and humour, despite their coarseness in some
of the stanzas. "

Kauipas Nag,

General Secretary.

Rovar Asiatic SociuTy oF BENGAL,
10th July, 1941.
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! This colophon occurs also after verse 1054 in the Society’s
MS. after which occurs the line &fafid wegritexgae avaaffa |
This is tollowed by the rest of the text as printed here in a
later Newari hand.—Ed.
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