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NOTE

FREQUENTLY I N THE PUBLICATION of a correspondence variations in
punctuation and spelling, and errors of punctuation and spelling
patently occurring as a result of haste, are regularized or eliminated.
Since this is a youthful correspondence, however, it was felt that the
reader's interest and pleasure would be increased by presenting each
letter verbatim, so that the development of writing style might be
traced in all its minutiae from early childhood.

Par agraph indentations have been regularized, also the page position
of dates, salutations, and signatures. Where a full-stop is missng an
extra space has been inserted for easer reading. Missing words, or
words necessary to explain the context, have been supplied in square
brackets. Exaggerationsin the handwriting and any unusual markings
have been recorded in a footnote. Everything ese conforms to the
gate of the original.

A number of the most interesting letters have been reproduced in
facsimile, and from them the reader may get a good idea of the

appearance of all.
THE EDITOR
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AN INTRODUCTORY NOTE

SINCE THE DEATH OF Franklin Delano Roosevelt there has been a grow-
ing demand for details of his private Ufe an interest reflected in the
many inquiries which have been received by members of his family.
Extensive documentation while he was alive has provided rich and
readily available sources for the historian of his public career; there is,
on the other hand, no such maess of material at the service of those
concerned with him as an individual—the biographer, the student,
the general reader alike. Herein has been the impetus for The
Roosevelt Letters.

It is contemplated that these papers will be published in three
volumes: the first, containing correspondence with his family and
friends from the time he wrote his first letter, at the age of five, to his
graduation from Harvard in 1904; the second, correspondence from
1905 to 1928, the period bounded respectively by his marriage to
Anna Eleanor Roosevelt and his election as Governor of New Y ork
State; and the third, letters and other persona material covering the
governorship and the presidency, up to his death in 1945.

Thisfirst volume of the three, Early Years, exigs at all because of the
preoccupation which Sara Delano Roosevelt had for the future of her
only child. In common with so many mothers then and now, se
preserved every youthful letter and document of her son's which she
could lay hands upon; in her case the motherly conviction of destiny
proved especialy fortunate. Because of it there is now available an
invaluable legacy from which readers may extract the formative
influences of Franklin Roosevelt's life.

The correspondence in this volume hes been presented chrono-
logically and in threemain divisions: Boyhood, Groton, and Harvard.
Short commentaries before each section serve to give the reader the
background of time and place. The letters themsdves have been indivi-
dually annotated, with the careful asigance of members of Franklin
Roosevelt's family and of boyhood friends, to explain the various
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references to occasons pesons and events.  Brief higtorical and
biographical notes have aso been furnished where necessary, and to
enrich the material. The effort has been to trace each one of the many
alusons yet at the same time kegp the annctations short enough to
stidy clarity without gratifying pedantry.

It should be noted that, while the Ietters pressrved by Sara Delano
Roosevelt represant unquestionably the great bulk of her sn's youth-
ful correspondence, certain gaps certain unexplainable references
indicate that a small number of the letter addressad to his parents
must have been logt, or werenot collected at all.

Finally, it was decided that every letter available should be pub-
lished. During his years at Groton, for ingance Franklin Roosevelt
wrote voluminoudy, often several times a week, and there is repetition
in this correspondence when read consecutively.  Certainly, a number
of his Ietters home throw little additional light upon the development
of his character, and there was the temptation to diminate thex in the
interegs of the reader. But snce at bas it was the purpose of this
book to render a sarvice to higorians that solution was reected and
the material & forth in toto. The only exceptions to this are the
(indicated) deetions of certain proper names for obvious reasons

THE EDITOR
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FOREWORD

AFTER MY HUSBAND'S DEATH, when we wer e going through the various
things in the house at Hyde Park which we were not leaving there
permanently, my hushand's secretary, Miss Grace Tully, told me that
in thelittle sudy which he always usad when he was home there were
a great many red cardboard casss on the backs of which waswritten:
"Family Papers" He had aways intended to go through them at
sometime, but he said that if anything happened to him | was the one
to havethese particular cases

| moved them over to the upper part of my garage near my cottage,
and it was not until the soring of 1947 that | finally began to go through
the cases Then | found that | had all or nearly all of the letters which
my husband had ever written to his mother, and all the letters which
my own children had ever written to ther grandmother, and quite a
number of other items of budness and of purely family interest.

As | began to read thexe letters | realized that probably my husband
had intended some day to go through them and put them in order as
an intereging record over a fairly long span of yean. Whether he
intended to publish them | do not know, but | fed sure that to many
people who were fond of my husband in this country and abroad a
record such as these letters make will be of great interest.

My son Elliott agread to do the editing and write the necessary
explanations, consulting other members of the family and lifelong
friends of my husband wherever he did not himself have information
of the people referred to, or of the correct sequence of the letter, or of
the events which occurred in between when the family was united
and letterswerenot written.

From several points of view | think thes letter arc interesting. The
chief interes of this first volume lies in the fact that it makes dear
some of the training and background which went into preparing a
man to meet the problemswhich wereto face him in hispubliclife. It
isnot only, of course, the education you are given, or the opportunities
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which you have, but it is how you profit by the education and how
you gragp the opportunities which count in the ultimate use of the
tools which the years of preparation have given you.

Herein these letters, | think, one can watch the growth of know-
ledge, the development of a personality, the training of a mind, and
the influence of environment and of contacts with other people on
human material.

| hope that in sharing these letters with the world we can make a
contribution which will be of ue to higorians and educators, and
which will give pleasure to many who felt Franklin D. Roosevelt was

in truth ther friend.
ANNA ELEANOR ROOSEVELT
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BOYHOOD

FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT was born on January 30, 1882, in the
house then known as Springwood and which he himself later called
Krum Elbow, at Hyde Park, in Dutchess County, New Y ork.

The Hyde Park house is to-day the property of the people of the
United States; in 1882 it was the typical spacious home of an affluent
Hudson Valley landowner. It had been acquired by James Roosevelt
in 1867 from the Josiah Wheelers, and to it he brought his second wife,
Sara Delano, following their marriagein 1880. James Roosevelt was
then a man of fifty-two, a widower with a grown son. His new bride
was cxacdy half as old as he was (and exacdy the same age as James
Roosevelt Roosevelt, her stepson).  She became the great concern of
her hushands life; he largely retired from active busness, though
retaining his position as director of a humber of companies, and
setded down to the Ufe of a country gendeman. The birth of Franklin
Roosevelt provided the second interest of his later years.

The environment in which young Franklin grew up was one of
comfort and security. It was the 'landed gentry' tradition of the
Hudson Valley aristocracy, with amosphere and customs whose
American roots were in the seventeenth century, and whose European
origins traced farther back still. It was atradition well maintained by
his parents. James Roosevelt, seventh of his line in America, was a
graduate of Union College and the holder of a law degree from
Harvard who did not pursue that professon but entered busness
instead, and increased his own fortune through shrewd investments in
the then-expanding iron and railway industries. Sara Delano came
from afamily of merchants whose interests were scattered throughout
theworld, particularly in the Chinatrade. As a natural consequence
they travelled widely; at the age of eight Sara Delano sailed with her
mother and severd of her brothers and dgers on the clipper ship
Surprise to Hong Kong tojoin her father, who was then repairing
war-damaged fortunes in the firm of Russell and Company. Travel
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and the se history and geography, became her natural interests. After
her marriage she and her husband went on frequent trips to Europe,
often taking their son with them; hisfirst voyage was made at the age
of three. Thus to the atmosphere of Hyde Park was added the influ-
ence of broader horizons.

There were other parental directions. Recognizable in Franklin
Roosevelt's early lettersis their influence—in knowledge of nature, in
love for horses and dogs, for outdoor sports, hunting, riding, sailing.
James Roosevelt taught his son to recognize the various birds whose
habitat was the Hudson Valley, and to make a collection of their eggs.
In the hall of the Hyde Park house to-day there is another collection,
of stuffed and mounted birds, further product of the instruction which
Franklin Roosevelt received from his father. Magnificent trees
adorned the Hyde Park countryside; here again, parental teaching
aroused a boyish interest later to be reflected not only in tree planta-
tions at Hyde Park, but in reafforestation on a national scde.  Cruises
on his father's auxiliary cutter, the Half-Moon, and sailing his own
knockabout during the summer off Campobello Island, on the New
Brunswick coadt, all provided practical experience of the s and an
intensification of the attachment to it that was to have results in his
|later life.

As for formal education, not until he entered Groton at the age of
fourteen did Franklin Roosevelt 'go to school." Prior to that time
there was a blend of teaching and upbringing not unusud in the era
and the society—a French governess, a German governess, and severd
gentlemen tutors who prepared him for boarding-school. Apart from
the neighbours' children mentioned often in his early letters, therefore,
this only child was less with those his own age than most young boys.

Thus, briefly, background factors. To what extent the conditions
of growth shaped the tree is largely a matter of individual interpreta-
tion. The letters spesk for themsalves.

Thefirst letter of which there is any record was written in 1887, when

Franklin Roosevelt was five. It wasan intramural communication. His
mother wasill in her roomat Hyde Park, and hewroteto her fromanother
fart of the house.

1887
Dear Sdlie
| am very sorry you have a cold and you are in bed | played with
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Mary today for alittle while 1 hope by tomorrow you will be able
tobeup | am glad tosay that my cold is better your loving

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

The letter was written in ink and endosad in an envelope bearing the
address " Mrs. James Roosevelt / Hyde Park / N Y" in his own hand-
writing. Thedate" 1887" isin hismother's hand, apparently added later
as she began her collection. Theletter also endosed a page of hisink draw-
ings of sailing-boats. The salutation " Sallic" refers to his mother; she was
caned S0 by father and friends, and his childhood ear had doubdess picked
thisup asaform of address The" Mary" wasMary Newbold, daughter
of a neighbour, Thomas Newbold.

et

The second known letter
waswritten in 1888, shortly
beforehissixth birthday,
HYDE PARK, N. Y.
TELEGRAPH STATION, POUGHKEEPSB
my dear mama
we coasted! yesterday nothing dangerous yet, look out for
tomorrow!! your boy.
F
This letter was written in pencil with pencil-ruled lines for guides The
letter heading is printed family gtationery. On the reverse of the sngle
shegt his mother noted in ink: " Written by Franklin when 5 years and

11 months old. He knew hisletters but was told how to spel the words—
Jan 1¢ 1888."

o

" We have battles with the
soldiersevry day

My dear Mama.

Thank you so much for the lovly soldiers. Brother Rosy may take
a pictuer of our gardans because it looks so nice. We are going to
have a big bush in our gardans and it's nearly two feet high. | take
my rest evry day but lam not out much We have battles with the
soldiers evry day. and they are so nice. Good bye dear Mama Your
loving little

FRANKLIN
P. S. Give my love to papa and Uncle Frank and Aunt Laura.
1888 FRANKLIN
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Thisletter waswritten in longhand in ink. the date" 1888 " was added in
his mother's hand. " Brother Rosy" is a reference to his half-brother,
James Roosevelt Roosevelt (the son of James Roosevelt and hisfirst wife,
Rebecca Howland), who was twenty-eight yean older than he. " Uncle
Frank and Aunt Laura" werehismaternal great-uncle, Franklin Hughes
Delano, after whom hewasnamed, and thefitter'swife, theformer Laura
Astor, a granddaughter of John Jacob Astor. The probable date of this
letter was the spring of 1888.

b

" | found two birds nests..."

My dear Mama.

I amin agreat hurry. | found two birds ness | took one egg we
are all well. | am going to the Millie Rogers Party, and to meet
Papa. Good bye your loving

FRANKLIN
P S love to all

Again written in the spring of 1888. The letterhead shows a little boy
with helmet and sabre riding a hobby-horse, printed in gold, blue-green,
grey, and flesh colours. Theletter waswritteninink. 'Millie Rogers®
was Emily Rogers, daughter of the Henry Pendleton Rogers, Hudson
River neighbours.

el

" We are going to fish this
afternoon . .."
My dear mamma
we arc going to fish this afternoon, this morning | take the goat-
cart, to give, mary newbold, a drive, we miss you very much, your
affectionate son
FRANKLIN
Written in pencil. The letterhead shows a seaming cup and sauox
engraved in slver, with the inscription " The Cup That Cheers" The

" goat-cart" was a pony-cart and not, as the description implies, one
drawn by a goat. The dateis again the spring of 1888.

e ]
" We caught a dozen of
minnows..."

MAY 18 1888
My dear mamma
I went fishing yesterday after noon with papa we caught a dozen
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of minnows we left them on the bank papa told me it would frighten
thefish to put them in die pond how is dear grandpapa | hope heis
better dear mamma | snd you a kiss your loving son

FRANKLIN

Written in pencil on the same letter-paper as the preceding, with the date
in his own hand. "Dear grandpapa* refers to Warren Delano | 1, his
maternal grandfather, whoin 1848 had settled at Newburgh, N.Y ., south
of Hyde Park, and on the opposte bank of the Hudson. His mother was
at this time visiting there at the Delano family home, Algonac.

e

" | send you a book mark . .."

My dear Grandpapa
| am very glad that you are better, it is Beatrice Sturgis birthday and
| am going thereto tea. | send you a book mark which | worked for

you with my love. Your loving
FRANKLIN

This pencilled letter was sent to his Grandfather Delano from Campobclio
Idand. Following the sgnature there is the ink notation (in another
hand): "received August 1888." His parents had purchased land at
Campobello in 1883, and became permanent summer resdents by 1886,
when their house was completed. Since members of the Surgis family
appear frequendy in this correspondence, a wor d of explanation is appro-
priate at thispoint. TheDelano-Sturgis acquaintanceship originated in the
halcyon days of the China trade, and was—as might be expected—con-
nected with the firm of Russdl and Company. Of this notable housg,
Mary CarolineCrawford (in her FamousFamiliesof Massachusetts) said:
"From first to last there were forty-eight membersin the firm of Russdl
and Company, all of whom lived in China a portion of the time ... no
organization exerted a more power ful influence on Boston society than this
wealthy and highly sucocesful house” Nathaniel Russl Surgis (whose
first wife was a cousin of Catherine Lyman) went to China in 1833 and
became a partner in the firm of Russdl, Surgis and Company, of Canton,
retaining his postion when the latter was incorporated into Russdl and
Companyin 1840. At thissametimeWarren Delano |1 wasa young man
in the Canton dffices of the company, hisjob to check the lading bills of
the wondrous dlipper ships as they came to anchor off Whampoa Idand,
ten milesdown me river. Russel Sturgis (he dropped the name Nathaniel
in later Ufe) returned to Boston, marred for the third timein 1846, and
contemplated passing the rest of his busness career in native dimes. But
in 1849, delayed a few daysin London during atrip by thedilatorincss of a
luggage expressman, he made the acguaintance of a senior member of
Baring Brothers, was offered and accepted a postion with that great
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British bank. He passd the remainder of his life in England, succeeding
Thomas Baring as head of the firm in 1873, and dying in 1887 at the age
of eighty-two. Two of hisgrandchildren, Edward and S. Warren Sturgis,
were among F.D.R/s magers at Groton; another, fifth Russal Surgisin
dieline, was a near neighbour of the James Roosevets at Campobello, and
father of the Beatrice Sturgis mentioned here. It is possble to date this
letter accuratdy from her sscond birthday, which fell on August 7.

e

". .. and hisIntended western
wife. . .
TELEGRAPH
POUGHKEEPSIE (WESTERN UNION)
POST OFFICB
HYDE PARK ON THE HUDSON, N. Y.
NOV 20 1888

my dear mama

I went to my lesons this morning, this afternoon | played with
mary newbold. her mama says mary can come to morrow, but | dont
know if the rodgers can come, their mama went this morning to new
york | send love to mama and papa and uncle Fred adrian particular
and his Intended western wife. | hope dear grandpapa is well and
grandmama with love to you and papa, your own loving little

FRANKLIN

In pencil. The date is in his own hand; the pos-office and telegraph
addreses are printed on the letterhead. Near neighbourswere the Archi-
bald Rogers family, which included a number of boys and girls about his
age, a sort of kindergarten was held at their home, which he attended.
"Uncle Fred Adrian" was his maternal uncle, Frederic Adrian Delano,
who had gone into the railways some years before with the Chicago,
Burlington and Quincy Railroad. In November 1888 hemarried Matilda
Annis Peadey, daughter of James C. Peadey, vicepresdent of the
C.B. and Q. Frederic Delano lived for many years in Chicago, rose to
become general manager of the C.B. and Q., and president successvey of
the Wheeling, the Wabash, and the Monon railways. During World
War | hewas a vice-governor of the Federal Reserve Board: he served for
eighteen years on the National Capital Park Commission, in Washington;
and, in 1934, F.D.R. appointed him chairman of the National Resources
Planning Board. The 'Grandmama" of this letter was Mrs Warren
Delanol | , theformer CatherineLyman.

el
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" Send Papa 100 kissesand Aunt
Laura and Uncle Frank both
75-
FEB 26TH WEDNESDAY

My dear Mama

I am going to tell you what | did. Saterday we had a lovely time.
Nuts and M ay was one, London Brige, and some othen. Please tell
Papa that Page rides ZeeZee. Sunday we went to the Neu-jent's
May Kane was there and Monday | went to the BORLAND'S |
won one game by 2 she the other by 3. Send Papa 100 kisss and
Aunt Laura and Uncle Frank both 75. Next Saterday | am going to
Mr Prisgs Next Friday is Marguerite F Barham's birthday | am
going there to

GOOD BYE DEAR MAMA AND PAPA

PTO
P S Thank you for the lovly photos

In ink, with printed characters His mother noted on the back of the
shedt: "1889—Park." "Nuts and May," like "London Brige," was a
children's game. "Page" was possbly a groom on the Hyde Park etate,
but the reference has not been traced. "ZeeZee" was one of James
Roosevet's favourite riding horsss  The "Neu-jent's’ (probably
"Nugents') and " Mr Prisg’ remain obscure " May Kane' was most
likely Marian Sybil Kane, his own age, one of the five daughters of the
Grenville Kanes, of Tuxedo Park, and a niece of S. Nicholson Kane (s
p. 39 n.). Therewere two girls, Maud and Ella, in the Borland family of
near-by New Hambur gh.

-0-00-

" We are going to see Barnoms
Circus..." AND
MAR 22/89
My dear
We are going to s Barnoms Circus and it is going to march
through the sreets and we are going to se it. We are coming home
the eleventh of April. | am very sorry you hurt your arm. | forgot
to put your namein it Send love to Edmund good bye your loving
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
From the collection of Edmund P. Rogers. This letter was snt from New
York to Archibald Rogers, junior, at Hyde Park. The Barnum drcus

paraded then, as it does to-day, from its railway carriages through the
dregs of the city to the show grounds. The childhood friendship with
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young Archibald Rogers ended when the latter died of diphtheria die,
following December. ™ | forgot to put your namein it" probably refers
to the slutation.

Trandation of aletter written
in German script
NEW YOKK 4/889
Dear Mamal!
| will show you, that | can already writein German. But | shall try
always to improveit, so that you will be really pleased. Now | want
to ak you to write me a letter in German script and language. Y our
loving son
FRANKLIN D. R.
The German ript (e pictorial sadtion) shows from handwriting varia-
tions that thisletter was something of a cdllabor ative effort. At this period
in hislife hewas gudying German with his governess Fraulein Rainhar dt,
and ke it with a certain fadlity. Aaoss the face of the envdope his
mother noted: " Letter from Franklin written when he was 6 years and

10 months dd"—which would place the date in November 1883,
oonflicting with the written date of April 1889,

000

" Wemadeagreat discovery of a
box of Dominoes. . ."

1889 ALDWYNTOWER
GREAT MALVERN
My Dear Mama.

We have not been able to go out today. We have been playing
games One game was Seplechase the other was Soldiers the other
Dominoes, and it took up all the morning. We played some more
this afternoon. We made a great discovery of a box of Dominoes and
draughts with the red and white kings and quemns just like that book
THROUGH THE LOOKING-GLASS

turn over
We nearly went to the beacon this morning and we picked a lot of
wild flowers. Your loving
FRANKLIN
(Acrossoutsideof letter, to show
when foldedin four, hewrote:)
FROM
FRANKLIN
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In Ac summer of 1889 te went abroad, and the dight illness with which
he boarded the boat was soon diagnosed as typhoid fever, necessitating his
going to the Royal Infirmary in Liverpool immediately after landing.
He convalesced under the care of his governes at Great Malvern, in
Wor cestershire, while his parents were away visiting various friends—
hence this letter. It was printed in ink, and the date" 1889" added by his
mother.

For his mothers birthday on
September 21, 1889, he made a
birthday card, roughly square,
with red letter spasted on heavy
white paper. The front reads:
FOR
DEAR
MAMA

Thetwo pagesinside:
A HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
Andtheback:
1889

B

Also extant fromthisperiod in
hislifearethree sheetsof fools
capwith drawings, showing:

(1) Pencil drawing of a singlemasted sailing-boat with flags, and,
on the reverse sde, a two-masted schooner with flags and lifeboats
in davits.

(2) Ink drawing of house with two smoking chimneys, porch
showing two figures at table, a blossoming tree with a- ladder st
against the trunk and a figure climbing up. This has a decorative
whorled border and is signed in the lower left-hand corner " FDR."

(3) Ink drawing of a horse and buggy with driver in black, wearing
black stovepipe hat, holding reins and whip. This has a similar
decorative border and the same signature in the same place.

S
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;)Ifhaglto godown andturnit
MAY 27TH 1890)

My dear Mama

something happened this morning about five oclock, this old burglar
alarm went off | was hardly awake Mamiewent down sairs but she
could not turn it off and | had to go down and turn it off. Mary did
not come over yesterday. We played "steeple chass” and my horse
won every race. | just got a letter from Edmond saying he would
come with pleasure.

MONDAY S REPORT, pretty good in the morning but very mischievous.

MONDAYS REPORT very good in the afternoon.

Good bey your loving

FRANKLIN

P S give aunt Kasse my love and papa

The letterhead shows the coloured figure of a soldier. Thefirst page was
written in pencil, the remainder in ink, in hislarge but very dear script.
"Mamie" was the name by which he called his nurse Ellen, who came to
the James Roosevets shordy after his birth and sayed many years
"Edmond" was Edmund P. Rogers, son of Archibald Rogers. " Aunt
Kasse' was his maternal aunt, Katharine Delano, whose first husband,
Charles A. Robbins, had died theyear before. In 1893 shemarried Hiram
Price Collier.

" | am going to take my bath

alone. . ."
JUNE 7TH 1890
My dear Papa
| hope you are well. | am at algonac and Lyman and Laura and

Ellen and the baby are coming today at twelve oclock. Mama left
this morning and | am going to take my bath alone. | havejumped
from five to six feet today. Good bye your loving

FRANKLIN

The personal references here are to Lyman Delano (who, like his unde
Frederic Adrian Delano, attained a prominent postion in the railways,
and was chairman of the boar d of the Atlantic Coast Line); toMissLaura
F. Delano (who, it will berecalled, waswith F.D.R., at Warm Springs,
when hedied); to Ellen W. Delano (later married to Frederick B. Adams,
director of Air Reduction Corporation}; and to Jean W. Delano (" the
baby" —afterwards the wife of the head of the Boston Museum of Fine
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James Roosevelt and Franklin (16 sonths old), June 1553




The first letter Franklin ever wrote was addressed to his
mother, written in ink, and illustrated with sailing'boats




 Sare Delano Roosevelt, called " Sallie” by friends, was
so addressed by ber fivesyear-old son in his first letter

One of the two ink drawings enclosed in the letter was
a detailed study of a boot under full steam and full sail



Written in the spring of 1888
when Hyde Park was in bloom

Written on New
Yean Day, 1888




Franklin sat for this portrait in Pougbkeepsic in Jan-
uary 1888, The letter was written four months later




The first letter be ever dated in bis own hand was addressed to
bis mother at “ Algonac,” where she was visiting ber fotber




To bis mother, on bobby-borse paper, and to bis grandfather,
Warren Delano 11, between carefully penciloraled lines




From Great Malvern, Wor'
cestershire, England, where
in tHE care of his governess
Franklin  was convalescing
from typhoid contracted just
before sailing from New York

Earlier that year (1889), two hun* - §
dred and fifty kissesfor Papa, Aunt
Laura, and Uncle Franklin H.-
Delano for whom he was named




Arts, George Harold Edgdl)—all children of RD.R's maternal unde
Warren Ddano IH.

-

" ...andspiltMadell twice..."
ALGONAC

DEC. 9TH 1890
My dear Mom,
| arrived here safdy and found all well. We went out coading in
the afternoon after having talked with grandpa. Thismorning | went
out coading again and ilt Maddletwice. | fadened our deds to a
carriageand it pulled usup thehill. | cannot writemoreas| am going
out coading again. | hope you arrived all right in N.Y . and enjoyed
the ball. Goodbye .. Love to papa.

Your loving
FRANKLIN.

"Maddle thus" spilt" in the now wes his Shiss governess Mile Jeanne
Sandaz, who later left him to take care of his Aunt Kasses children, at
Tuxedo Park.

" A boywaskickedin thehead
byahorse..."

TheHydePark Daily Herald.
Jan. 1. 1891.

The Graphic has arrived this mor ning.

It snowed this morning.

The thermometer is 14 degrees Probae [probable] it will freeze to
morrow. Good coaging at Hyde Park on the Hudson N.Y. Jas
Roosevdt upst alarge bob with 6 ladiesand 1 boy. The boy sraped
his leg a little, but it is not a very bad wound. Mrs Jas Roosevelt and
Miss Anna Roosevelt both hurt their hips. They probably will" be Well
in two weeks.

Miss A. Roosevelt is gaying with Mr. and Mrs Jas Roosevelt.
Miss Sandshasleft M r. and Mrs. Rogers. There was a coagting party
at Mr——place today.

Hard rain tomorrow.

Mr and MrsJ. Roosevelt will probably not go to New. York
tomorrow.

FDR: C 3



Not much snow melted . « Hard rain in New York day before
yesterday. A boy was kicked in the head by a horse while he was
coadting.

Firg agirations towards a journalig's carear, written on a child's type-

writer. It containsthefirst of many rferencssto the Survey Graphic, a

magazine he gready admired. Miss Anna Roosevdt was his fifth cousn,

a 9ge of Theodore Roosevet, and a dose friend of Mr and Mrs James

Roosevdt, who lived next door to F.D.R.'sparents "Miss Sands' was

Miss Lauiee Sands of New York, a frequent vistor at the Archibald
Ragerst home The boy kicked by a harsewas F.D.R.

Bl

" | havebeguntomakeacollection..."
APRIL IOTH 189!
My dear Aunt Doe,

We are having a very early Spring and the wild flowers are begin-
ning to come up in the woods. My pony Debby is well and | rode
12 miles today with Papa and we are going to ride to Algonac as we
did lag summer. 1 am to have a little farm and chicken house of my
own. | hope you and Uncle Will will come home soon. Please tell
UncleW ill that if hehasany foreign samps| should liketo havethem,
as | have begun to make a collection.

Papa is going to buy a cutter that will go by naphtha and we are
going to sail in it at Campobello and here. With much love and many
kises to you both.

| am your affectionate nephew

FRANKLIN

The "Aunt Doe" to whom this letter waes addressd wes his maternal

aunt, Deborah Pearry (Dora) Ddano. She married William Howell

Forbes apartne in RusHl and Company, and lived for over thirty years

at Roe Hill, the Warren Ddano house in Macao, axras the bay from

Hong Kong. After her husbend's degth in 1896, e married his younger

brother, Paul Forbes " Debby" wasa Wdsh pony, F.D.R's firg The

" cutter that will goby naphtha' materialized into the fifty-one-foot sailing
yacht Half-Moon, launched in July 1891

e

" | had afight with a big boy of
eleven ... and| beat him..."
RM.s "TEUTONIC"
My dear Edmond,
| am writingtoyou on the" Teutonic." Sheisthelarges ship | ever
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saw. She is 582 feet long and 56 feet broad and 39 feet depth of hold.
She has almogt everything on board thereis a library, a barber shop,
lats of baths, and lots of other things where you get quite lost. We
arc rolling so now | can hardly write. The waves are quite high.
When one is stting down one has to take care one does not dlip off.
| can not write more now. Pease write soon. Good, bye | am your
affec”

FRANKLIN
P.S. | had afight with a big boy of eleven because he cheated and |
beat him.

F.D.R.

From the collection of Edmund P. Rogers, to whom it was addressad.
The letter wes mailed from Queensown (Cobh), Irdand, postmearked
May 13,1891. The Teutonic, of the White Sar Line, was carrying James
Roosevet and his family to ther annud cure at Bad Nauhcim, in the
agreceble Garmany of the third year of Wilhclm II'sreign.

e
"lam t0'14 x 71 onpaper . .."
MAY 30TH 1891
My dear Muriel and Warren.

We are staying in Bad Nauheim Germany. It is lovely here and
on this paper is a picture of the big lake on which we row and Pepa
got me a great big boat and | sail it every day. | am sending you a
drawing of the boat. Tell Aunt Kasse that | am drawing her alittle
book with sketches of Nauheim and other places where we go to. |
have a splendid bow and arrow and | shoot in the park. Itisraining
now. | go to the public school with alot of little mickies and we have
German reading, German dictation, the history of Siegfried, and arith-
meticinwhichl amto " 14 x 71", on paper, and | like it very much,
Give my love to Grandpa and Grandma and say | wish they were
here. Good bye your affectionate

FRANKLIN. D. R.
P.S. Give my love to Aunt Kasse and write soon.
F.D.R.

The letterhead bears an engraving of the lake here mentioned, with the
legend " Gruss aus Bad Nauheim.  Nauheim was a hedth resort about
forty miles et of the Rhine, near Frankfurt, where trestment baths in
carbonated water, supplemented by graded physicd exadsss were given
James Roosevdt, who auffered from heart dsesse "Muriel and Warren,"
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to whom the letter wes addressed, were Muriel Delano Robbing and
Warren Ddano Robbins, Aunt Kassés children by her fird marriage
The former married Cyril Martineau and lives in London; Warren
Rabbins entered the diplomatic service became chief of protocd in the
Sate Department, and In 1933 was gppointed miniger to Canada by his
fird ooudn. To improve his German, F.D.R. was on this trip placed in
the Nauhcim Volksschule.

A messagethrown intothesea:
7 COLLEGE GREEN,
TOWYN, RSO,
MEIRIONETHSHIRE
White Sar Line Office,
Liverpool.

Gentlemen:

The endosad bottle & paper was picked up on the beach at Towyn
by Mr. Morris Jones Creigfor, Dinasmawddwy. Kindly snd him
particular of same if there is any.

Yourstruly
H. W. GRIFFITHS

(andclippedtotheaboveletter
wasthefollowing dlip of paper,
written in ink by F.D.R.;)

If thisis picked up please return to White Star Line Office Liverpool
May 12 182
F D ROOSEVELT, P. BABCOCK
Off Queenstown
per " Germanie' from
New York
May 4, 1892

The above material was endosd in an envdope forwarded to "Mader
Franklin Roosevdt, R.M.S. Majedic," by the White Sar Line dffice and
he recaved it on his way badk from Europe in 1892 He and his co-
Sonatory had endosed the messagein a bottle and thrown it overboard on
ther trip aocs
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" Wegot 12 eggsyesterday and
there is no clocking hen.. "
HYDE PARK
FEB. 27TH 1892
My darling mumkin and Pap!

Good morning | hope you have used Pear's Soap & are flourishing
now. | am dying of school fever and you will be horrified to hear
that my temperature is 150° But really | have got a " petit rhume"
only I am in the hands of the celebrated Dr. Sandoz— He came up to
$e me this morning & ordered 5 drops of camfer on sugar twice in
the mornin; a hot toe bag, breakfast in bed & stay at home all day
tomorrow and today if not clear of the dissase. | went to play with
E. yesterday and rided over there— Today the whole army of car-
penters come to lunch— We got 12 eggs yesterday and there is no
clocking hen. | can't writeany more, So Good bye. Your afectionatc

ROOSEVELT DELANO FRANKLIN
P.S. The thermometer went down to io° las night High wind all
night
FDR

"The cdebrated Dr. Sandoz' refersto his governess Mile Sandoz. " E."
was Edmund P. Rogers. The phrase " tomorrow and today" in the fifth
gntence was inserted interlinear in another hand, presumably his gover-
ness, who wished his parents to be confident their son was having the best
of care. Apparendy she wanted to be absolutely sure, for she wrote on the
reverse of the letter shedt, in French, the following additional message
Do not concernyourselvesin theleast, | wont let Franklin go out and will
takegood careof him; heisasgay asafinch[" 1/ estgai comme unpinson”]
and actually heishardly sick at all—He changed his clothes yester day when he
cameinand | couldnt seethat he had a cold but he said he had one—I wasa
littledistrustful because yesterday he had told melaughingly that hewould be
ill and wouldn't beableto goto church—
Itisverywindy and quite cold.—
| wrote you yesterday, Friday, sending you the measurements of the
tablecloths.
B

"How are the dead ratsgetting on? . . ."

Hyde Park on the Hudson, N. Y. 1893
APRIL 18TH

My dear Mammy
| hope you are much better today & that you will be able to go out
today. How are the dead rats getting on? Have you all my things
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down? If not, just telegraph to me & | will come to help you. Have
you asfine aday aswe have, itis degant up here. Yesterday | worked
all the morning on joice [joists] for the Club House & in the afternoon
Edmond & | put two of them up. | dined and supped at Edmond's but
M«'« got there at 6.40 so we had not any time to play. Today
Edmond iscomingto lunch & wewill get the other joice up.

Pleese thank Pippy for the nails & tell him to send in his hill very
soon. On Wednesday we will begin to put the back and sdes on.
M«ik lost her pursein N.Y . containing about $6 & two zither-rings,
she is quite broken hearted. M«H« has changed her mind about
crinoline & wears skirts 7 yards in circumference. | am flourishing &
have only fallen 3 times from the top story window.

With bdes of love to everybody Y our devoted baby

NILKNARF

Of theincident of the"joice," Edmund Rogersrecdls "Webuilt asmdl
boat-club house and planned to dam a smdl field below the Roosevelt
house, on which to sal and race smdl modd yachts. We finished the Club
House—dl but the roof—and then had to leave" As for "Pippy" who
upplied the nails for this enterprise, he remans an indigtinct figure.
"Nilknarf" isafurther progresson of the Sgneture to the previous | etter,
and can be deciphered without too great difficulty.

"Jhave brushed my teeth &
said my prayers. . ."
HYDE PARK/1893

Darling Mumpy,

| am going to get up at half pagt six to make your Xmas present it
is going to be lovely!!! Pesse don't forget to get the samps for
Muriel [and] Warren ready for the mail | have brushed my teeth &
sad my prayers, & asit is quater past eight | must stop.

Loveingly

FDR
A very rough pencil scrawl, not employing the usud ink and die ruled

g_uidelines The place and date were added on the reverse of the shet by
ismother.



Trandation of aletter written
inFrench
HYDE PARK
SPRINGWOOD
1893
DEC. 7TH
Dear Mumsy & Pupsy.

| hope that you arc well. | know what kind of skates you should
buy, ak for Peck & Shider's American Club Skates, Sze N° 10. We
kated yesterday but it began to rain & we came home. My soldiers
and the ba-dog for Her mon came yesterday; my soldiers are magnifi-
cent, beautiful and not expensive, if you want to give me a Chrigmas
presnt give me 2 boxes of ldiers like the ones | bought the other
day; you can tell them apart from the others because they have two
little cannons hitched to horses & 10littlesoldierswith white trousers
and blue jacketslike this[at this point he drew a sketch of one of the
ldiers and below it wrote: "LIFE SIZE"]

They arethe bet ldiers | have ever ssn. M r. Nick (Cane) came
to e us yesterday & he couldn't get in because the piazza had been
varnished. | can't writeany more because | haveto go riding.

Your unhappy son

TLEVESOOR D. NILKNARF

Springwood was the old original name of the Hyde Park house; in later
yearsF.D.R. poke of it as Krum Elbow, thereby encountering consder-
able disagreement over the higdtorical justification for this name from
neighbours, and, it may be added, from his mother. The "Hermon"
referred to herewasHer man Livingston Rogers, another son of Archibald
Rogers (and who, it will be recalled, was in later years hogt to the Duke
and Duchess of Windsor at his chateau in France). Herman Rogers was
a godchild of Mrs James Roosevelt; at this time he was a little over two
yearsold. " Nick (Cane)" was Mr S. Nicholson Kane, of New York, an
elderly bachdor and a great friend of the Rogers and Roosevelts, he was
for many years on the Regatta and Race Committees of the New Y ork
Yacht Club. The dgnature here reaches an ultimate point in the experi-
mentation. On the reverse of the sheat of letter-paper his governess added
in French: " Thiswasin place of French composition. Franklin wrote it
all by himself except for 4 spelling misakes which | corrected/'



"1 hopejustfinishedasuccess
ful gam of Flip. A"

CHAMPLAIN TRANSPORTATION COMPANY
Lake George Steamboat Company

Jas Roosevelt,

President HYDE PARK, JAN. 8TH, 1895
WBDNBSDAY BVBNING

DarlingMum,

Itis8.15,& | am just goingto bed; Elseismaking my bed & | have
just finished a successful came [game] of " Flip" with M. Dumper in
which | beat 9 games out of 10. | have been in bed all day, & my cold
isreally better. Rosine hasgoneto " dine" at the Schall's, & iscoming
homeat 10 p.m. | hopethiswill reach you tomorrow

| think | will be all right tomorrow, but | shall not go out in the
morning & only in the afternoon, if the weather isfine.

With loads of love,

F.D ROOSEVELT

The printed letterhead revedls one of the budness interests which James
Roosevelt retained in his later years, but the demands that this made upon
his time wer e less arduous than enjoyable. The Champlain Transportation
Company had been born out of competition and amalgamation, but the
railways were at this time already pointing out die end of its prosperity.
"Elsie" was a Roosevelt housemaid and laundress, who later became a
sort of general factotum. This letter contains the first reference to die tutor
who gayed longes with him, Mr Arthur Dumper of Cleveland, who
joined the household in 1893. "Rosine' and the "Schalls' remain
obscure
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GROTON

IN A BOOK ABOUT THE PRIVATE SCHOOLS of America,l published three
years after Franklin Roosevelt graduated from Groton, the following
passage occurs It seams to convey aptly not only the topographical
appearance of Groton Schoal as it was then, but aso something of its
atmosphere

To the north and west of the sthool the land desoends in wooded dopes
to thevalley of the Nashua River, whilefar tothenorth arc therolling
waves of the Pack Monadnock range in New Hampshire, and above
and beyond them Grand Monadnock itsdf. But no village or city is
visblein all the wide prospect, and only to the eastward is there a hint
of anything but entire sedugon from the world at large, for in that
quarter, two milesaway, isthe village of Groton, not wholly invisible,
yet rather guessed at than actually seen.

It was while still a senior at Episcopal Theological School in Cam-
bridge, Massachustts that Endicott Peabody began to raise the money
to found a preparatory schoo. He himsdf had been educated at
Chédtenham, in England, and it was the grong influence of the
English public schods—mog particularly of Rugby and of Rugby's
great headmagter, Thomas Arnold—that drove his ambition and
moulded his concept of Groton. Within a short time that concept
became a reality. James and Prescott Lawrence donated approxi-
mately one hundred acres of land on Farmer's Row, in the very quiet
village of Groton, Masachusdts some thirty-five miles north of
Boson. A sum of forty thousand ddllars was raised. A board of
trugess was formed calculated to give confidence to prospective sup-
porters and to parents with sins to be appropriatdy educated. Its
presdent was the noble and inspiring rector of Trinity Church in
Bogton, Phillips Brooks, later to become Bishop of Massachusdts
William Lawrence, then Dean of Episcopal Theological School and
Brooks eventual sucosssxr as bishop, was sscretary. The founder's

! Some Famous American Schools, by Oscar Fay Adams (Boston, 1903).
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father, Samud Endicott Peabody, a successful busnessman and former
member of J. S. Morgan and Company in London, was treasurer.
J. Pierpont Morgan himsef graced the board. The progettus that
these trugtess issued said in part:

Every endeavor will be made to cultivate manly, Christian character, having
regard to moral and physical aswell asintellectual development.

In 1883 congruction of a schoohouse began. Tuition was st at
500 dadllars (in 1947 it was 1400 dollars); Peabody's salary as head--
mager was to be 1200 dollars and those of the Rev. Sherrard Billings
and William Amory Gardner, the two original magers 800 dollars.
On October 15, 1884, the sthod formally opened.

Other buildings were soon added: Brooks House (after Phillips
Brooks) in 1884; two years later the firg small gymnasium, tennis
courts, and the boathouse, given by that great patron of Harvard,
Augusus Hemenway; the first chapd, a gift of William Amory
Gardner; in 1890 the fives courts; in 1891 Hundred House (0 called
because it was built to house one hundred boys). Thus they were
when Franklin Roosevelt entered Groton in 189%6—characteridtically
ranged around a dircular expanse of lawn, with Hundred House to the
south, Brooks House to the north, the old schoohouse to the wedt,
and the gym and chapd to the ead. The colour scheme with the
exception of the chapd, was (and remains) red brick with whitetrim.
"Inside" as Frank Ashburn, die noted chronider of the school,* says
"the arrangement of the buildings was amos Spartan. The pre
dominating color was a brown gain or a varnished finish which was
durablebut in no sne sybaritic.”

The daily routine of that period condged of breskfast at 7.30, chape
srvicss at 8.15, dases from 8.30 to noon, two afternoon school
periods of forty-five minutes each, followed by athlgtics. In the
evening there was chape again, after supper, then a sudy period in the
schoolroom, following which the Rector and Mrs Peabody shook the
hands of each and every boy as they filed out to their dormitories. At
night siff white collars and evening shoes were wor n; blue qlits were
the order on Sunday. The routine was drict, tardiness fatal. The
Spartan atmogphere extended to degping arrangements Ashburn
notes:

All boys in whatever form, slept in aubides exogpt for the smiar and at
times die junior prefect Aj aubide was a harrow alcove about six fest

! Peabody of Groton: aPortrait, by Frank D. Ashburn (New Y or k , 1944)-
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wide and nineor ten fest degp, opening on a broad corridor. Thewalls
of each aubide were about seven fedt high, above which there wes a
vacant gpaeto g, tall caling. Therewasno door to a cubide but adoth
aurtain___Inthe cubidewasa bed, a bureau, a chair, and agmall rug.
Suitswere hung on hooks on the cubide wall.

And to washing:

Attached to each dormitory wes a lavatory, with showe's (a cold one
wes required of every boy every morning), black sogpgone snks and
tin badns for washing.

Thecurriculum wasin thedasdcal vein, with Latin, Greek, English
Literature and Composition, and Mathematics dominant, plus the
modern languages of German and French, and with the grudging
intruson of one or two ence coursss The Rector taught Sacred
Sudies From him emanated the strong reigious atmosphere of the
schodl, whose charter provides that none but a Protestant Episcopal
clergyman may becomeitsheadmasgter. Lifecentred around the chapd
toavery consderable extent. Theimportancewhich Endicott Peabody
attached to religion in the education of Groton boys was reflected in a
letter hewr oteto Franklin Roosevelt yearslater, in 1935 ;

| venturetothink that your going to Church means moreto the people
throughout the land than aimast anything dsethat you cando. ... To
usin the Schodl, it isa great thing to be ableto paint to a Graton graduate
now in the highest pasition in die country, bdieving in the Church and
devated to itsinterets

A word should be sad about the man whose personality was
Groton's from 1834 to his retirement in 1940. The Rev. Endicott
Peabody was a big, broad-shouldered man, with blond hair and blue
gyes heingpired awe by hislooks as much as by hiswords. Hewas an
enthusagic sportaman, participating (es was the cugom then) in the
sthod athletics. In 1882, before the idea of Groton had been advanced
and hewas a gudent at Episcopal, he oent a year in charge of a church
at Tombstone, Arizona, in order to get some practical experience for
theminigtry. The Tombstone Epitaph recorded: " Well, we've got a
parson who doexn't flirt with the girls, who doesn't drink beer behind
the door, and when it comes to baseball, hes a daisy.”

His gernness and his adherence to certain principles of conduct were
famous, and extended beyond the schodl limits to graduates whom he
was not loath to reprimand when divers actions of ther later lives
departed from what he consdered proper dandards He guided his

45



<chod in a very definite path. Through the years, his inflexibility
brought him often into sharp conflict with both educatorsand parents;
his decisons wer e not necessarily always for the best, and yielded little
to modern points of view, but they were invariable. In 1941, when
he was eighty-four years old, franklin Roosevelt wrote to him:

| count it among the blesings of my life that it was given to me in
formative years to have the privilege of your guiding hand and the
benefit of your inspiring example.

Mr and MrsJames Roosevelt were friends of the James L awr ences,
of Groton, and in 1883, before the school had yet begun to function,
Franklin Roosevelt was put down on its waiting list. In accordance
with what the Rector desired for his students—a full six years of
Groton training in the six forms—he should have entered in 1894, but
there was a strong tendency on Sara Delano Roosevelt's part to have
the company of her only child for aslong as possible, and his departure
was postponed. A classmate, James L. Goodwin, recalls:

Franklin D. and | entered Groton School in September, 1896, in the
third form. We were the only two boys to enter that form that year,
and s, being new boys in a dass of sixteen, became quite friendly.

Goodwin then goes on to make some revealing observations:

When a boy goes to schoal or callege hisfirst months are gready helped
or hindered by thereputation of near reatives who have preceded him.
When Franklin D. entered he had a nephew, James R. Roosevelt, Jr.,
who wasin the fourth form; hewas a quear sort of boy, and was much
made fun of by his dassmates He was nicknamed " Rosy." Franklin D.
therefore had much to contend with, following after his nephew.
Furthermore, Franklin D. beforehewent to Groton had never been with
other boysvery much, had had tutors at home and besdes had a father
who was quite well on in years when he went to school. He therefore
found it difficult at first with these handicapsto adjus himsdf to board-
ing schoal life.

The volume of letters F.D.R. wrote home from Groton would seem
to attest to some degree of homesickness, though the subject was never
mentioned. Goodwin adds:

Astimewent on and we proceeded into thefourth, fifth, and sixth forms
and Franklin D. became better known by his dassmates he developed an
independent, cocky manner and at times became very argumentative
and srcadic. In an argument he alwaysliked to take the sde opposteto
that maintained by thosewith whom hewastalking. Thisirritated the
other boys condderably. He was bright however and in his gudies
did very well and often sood near thetop of hisform.
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During the four years at Groton Franklin Roosevdt's health was
normal, with the usual meades scarlet fever, and other school afflic-
tions. Despite the very consderable space given in his letters to cavities
and graighteningsand changes of dentist, histeeth gave him no unusual
trouble, beyond imperilling his managership of the bassball ninein his
sixth-form year. Hetook part in all the schoal gports including boxing
and golf; submitted contributions to the school magazine; joined and
participated in the debating groups, was usually looking forward to or
back upon a vacation, but wrote when he graduated: " | fed awfully
to be leaving here for good." Endicott Peabody's recollection is
revealing. In aletter to another Groton graduate in 1932, the Rector
said:

Therehasbemn a good deal written about Franklin Roosevdt when he
wasa bay at Groton, morethan | should have thought justified by the
impresson that he left at the schod. He was a quit, satifadtory boy of
morethan ordinary intelligence, taking a good postion in hisform but

nat brilliant. Athletically he was rather too dight for suces We all
liked him. Sofar as| know that istrue of the magers and boys alike

" | am getting on finely both
mentallyand physically..."
GROTON SCHOOL
SEPT. 18, 1896,
FRIDAY.
Dear Mommerr & Popperr
| am getting on finely both mentally and physcally. | st next a
boy named A. Grade King at medls heis from Garrisons and knows
the Pdisand Morgans. Do you know about him?
| am ill in the 3rd A Sel think | am about half way up. | am all
right in Latin, Greek, Sdence and French; alittlerusty in Algebrabut
not more so than the others | played football today on the 4th twenty-
two (7th deven) & tackled Taddy twice successfully. | play right
halfback or fullback Saturday-
Jug got your letter & as one from Mr. Dumper. Heisin Mt.
Vernon & well. It rained thismorning, but it has sopped now
We have just had Latin and Algebra, and we sudy French tonight.
We went to Mrs. Peabody's Parlor lag night for half an hour and
played games
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| got the shoes lag night with the tooth-powder; die shoes are just
right
We are off to dinner now so | cannot write more but | will write
you Sunday.
With lots of love to Pa & yoursdif
F.D.R.

Thisis diefirst letter written from Groton. Archibald Grade King, of
Garrison, on the Hudson, was in the dass of 1902 at Groton but did not
graduate; he was fatally burned in 1909 and died within a few days The
mention of the “Pells and Morgans' refers to the Alfred Pell family, of
Highland Falls N.Y ., and to die family of Gerald M organ who was later
to marry Mary Ncwbold, the childhood playmate mentioned in F.D.R.'s
very first letter. The various Groton football teams were grouped for
purposes of practice into groups of two devens each, known as " twenty-
twos" The" Taddy" whom he tackled successully wasJames Roosevelt
Roosevelt, junior, his half-nephew; this was a family nickname. It will
be noted hereinafter that the letters contain numerous requests for and
acknowledgments of the receipts of toothpowder, toothbrushes and
artides of a smilar nature. This did not betoken the non-existence of such
necessties in the region; there was, however, no school sore, and the walk
into Groton village was (particularly in winter) something to be avoided
whenever possble Finally, a word should be said about the ingtitution of
"Mrs. Pcabody's Parlor." There the Rector's wife entertained boys and
visiting parents at tea, and smoothed over many an early homescknes
Fanny Peabody was her husband's first cousin, and married him in 1885,
shordy after the schoal opened. Frank Ashburn has written of her: " It is
hard for a Grotonian to imagine Groton without Mrs. Peabody. Maders
and boysfell in love with her at once and have remained so ever snce Her
touch was felt in all phasss of schod life and yet it was never obvioudy so
in any way. That was one of the things that made it so good and sure. It
was always there, one was aware of it, yet somehow took it for granted, as
one takes what he loves in his own home. The early Groton generations
always addressed her and spoke of her as The Madam.' When toe children
came [the Peabodys had five daughters and a son], they ssemed a natural
part 01 Groton too. It wasahome, afamily.”

G

" | have not been put in the
boot-box yet.. ."
GROTON SCHOOL
SBPT. 20, 1896,
SUNDAY.
My dear Aunt Annie
I have put off writing to you until | could tell you something about
the schoal.
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The manicure case is delightful, and | am tempted to use it all die
time. Please thank Uncle Fred very much for the patent nail clippers,
and tell him that | think them better than stissors

| am getting on very well and | have not been put in the boot-box
yet! | have been playing foot-ball every day, but | have excaped serious
injury so far. | am in the choir, and expect to make my debut in a few
hours. Edmund Rogersisin the choir aso, and is doing very well.

The buildings are built on three ddes of a square; the new building,
where we cat, deep, and study at night, on one side, the old building,
now used as the study and recitations building on the other, and the
gymnasium and fives court between.

There are three football fields, one used by the first twenty-two,
another by the second twenty-two and the third, alarger field than the
others, is used by both the third and fourth.

| play on the fourth 22 with Edmund, and Taddy plays on the
opposite team.

With a great deal of love | am your affectionate nephew

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.

"Aunt Annie," to whom this letter was addressed, was his maternal aunt,
Annie Lyman Delano, a family favourite. She, like her sster Dora,
married a Russell and Company asociae, Frederic Delano Hitch, who was
a distant cousin. She lived most of her life at Algonac, being a great
benefactress of the town of Newburgh. As for the dread "boot-box,"
one may note that each boy had a locker in the basement of his dormitory
where he was required to deposit his outdoor boots. These lockers were
not very large, but sufficiently so to recelve the doubled-up figure of the
average 'new boy' when he had been acting 'fresh* and upperclassmen
felt some private disriplining was indicated. To this letter, as to most of
those she collected, his mother added whatever portions of the date—day,
month, or year—F.D.R. had left out and which were necessary to keep a
correct record. In this cee it was the figures " 96."

et

" The boys call me Uncle Frank . . ."
[GROTON SCHOOL]
SEPT. 21, 1896,
MONDAY.
Dear Mama—
| got your letter at noon and was very sorry to hear that Papa's
cold was worse, but as | have not heard anything more, | trust he i$
better today. We are offto bed and | will finish tomorrow morning
FDR : D 49



Tuesday.

| am in the choir and sang Soprano twice on Sunday. The same
evening | went to Mrs. Peabody's parlor where we all sang hymns

| am going Mrs. Lawrence's to-morrow afternoon.

| am getting on very well and so far | have not had any warnings,
latenesses or marks. Mr. Gladwin reads to us for fitcen minutesevery
evening before we go to bed in a very funny book, caled "The
Casting Away of Mrs. Leeksand Mrs. Ailshine."

Billy Wright stsnext me at table, did | know himin Washington?

Y our lovely letter just received and | was much relieved to hear that
papa was better. | wrote you on Saturday to Fair Haven but | suppose
it got there too late

| am getting on quite well in my studies, and about halfway up in
my dass | think.

Pleese thank Papa very much for sending me the 111 London News
and the Scientific American They are very nice.

| wrote a letter to Aunt Annie on Sunday thanking her for the
manicure case, and Uncle Fred for the nippers.

| am very well, and quite warm, although | have not put on the
mediumflannels.

| have not needed them o far, but | will change next Sunday

With agreat deal of love to Papa and yourself—

| am affectionately

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

The boys call me Uncle Frank, but | would sooner be Uncle Frank,
than Nephew Rosy as they have been calling Taddy!

Mrs James Lawrence lived near the schoal, and often asked some of the
boys in for tea or a meal—condgdering the usual flavour of the schodl's
board, thiswas an invitation to be striven for. Irving C. Gladwin, known
as" Max," wasamader at Groton from 1887 to 1926; he taught F.D.R.
French. " Billy Wright" was William M. Wright, a member of the dass
of 1903, who did not graduate; he came from a Long Idand, not a
Washington family. F.D.R. had not been any length of time resdent in
Washington sncethewinter of 1887, which hisfamily passd in ahouseon
K Street, and during which time occurred the fabled presentation to
Presdent Clevdland. The reference to " Fair Haven" is important in
family history. Theoriginal Warren Delano, F.D.R.'s great-grandfather,
was a New Bedford whaling captain who, in the early years of the nine-
teenth century, built a house at Fairhaven, Mass, which cameto beknown
as The Homestead. It was willed to the whole of his family, but Snce none
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of hischildren otter than Warren Ddano || had any offpring, it dessended
tothelatter'sfamily and through die yean wasa favourite visting-place of

Sxra Ddano Roosevdt and her brathers and sgers 1t was aways open.
F.D.R- gpent many wek-endstherewhen hewasat Harvard. Eventually,

in 1942, Frederic A. Ddano, acting on behalf of thewhole family, sald the

old placg and it wasdemdlished. Thelllustrated London Newsand the
Scientific American, along with the previoudy mentioned Survey Graphic,
were st to F.D.R. regularly by his mather, and were periodicas he
particularly ddighted in.

" Jwasquiteer oaky at choir

practice..."
GROTON SCHOOL

SEPT. 27, 1896,
SUNDAY.
Dear Papaand Mama
| am getting on very well so far. Thanks very much for your
letters, the more the better.
| have not had any blackmarks or lateneses yet and | am much
better in my dudies
| got the best mark in Algebra yesterday yeserday [sic] morning
and the day before | got the bes in English Composition. Yesterday
afternoon our 1g¢ Eleven played the Brookline High School team, a
lot of toughs and beat them quite badly, the score was 16-0 and for
the firs game of the ssason it was very good.
| cheered myself hoarse s0 that | was quite croaky at choir practice.
| like Greek very much, it is very easy so far, and Mr. Abbott, a
youngd Englishman just cometo the schodl, givesusvery short lessons
| am goingto try for the punctuality prize, but it will be hard work, as
one lateness will spail.
The Biddle boy is quite crazy, fresh and stupid, he has been boot-
boxed once and threatened to be pumped several times. Our 4th
twenty-two play four times a week, and we have had some very
deperate battles My head is a little bunged up, but otherwise | am
all right. Mr. Peabody read to usin his sudy sveral eveningsin the
wesk after supper. | eat a great deal and | have gained several pounds.
| am going to Groton on Wedneday for the sscond time. A number
of boys have fruit ssit them and it is kept in the fruit dosst and given
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out three or four times a week. Could you send me some grapes or
other small fruit? It would be very nice.
With lots of love to Muriel and Warren and papa and your self
affectionately FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

" Black-marks' wereafamous Groton institution, and wer e bestowed (up
toamaximum of sx at atime) by magersupon die boysfor any of awick
variety of breaches of discipline. They had to be 'worked off* weekly, by
doing copying or other taks at the discretion of the mader in charge on
the day s, usually Saturday afternoon, which was a half-holiday. A too-
large accumulation of black-marks resulted in an invitation "to se the
Rector in his sudy." "Lateneses' werein a different category from the
black-marks, and counted aspart of theregular " Punctuality ' gradeon the
monthly reports; too many, however, could alo lead to a Peabody inter-
view. The' Mr.Abbott" herementioned wasthefamous" Bott," of L aw-
rencevillee. Mather Almon Abbott was born in Halifax, Nova Scatia,
educated in England, and came to Groton as a magter in 1896; in 1915 he
left to enter Yale as a graduate sudent, where he performed the un-
parallded feat of attaining a professorship in three years In 1919 he was
invited to become headmager of Lawrenceville School, in New Jerssy,
where he remained till his death in 1934. For a book about Abbott (Bott:
the Story of a Schoolmaster, by William H. Husted (New Y ork, 1936))
F.D.R. was later aked to contribute a brief reminiscence, and wrote:
" ... hehorrified us all thefirst few weeks by 'soaking* us sx black marks
apiece—the maximum penalty—for the mogt trivial offensed  He did this,
of coursg before he understood the sysem and | well remember, first, our
indignation and then our admiration when he told usin dass that he had
made a mistake, that he now under stood the sysem, and that he would not
repeat the mistake" Mention is made of the trials of " the Biddle boy";
this was Moncure Biddle, Groton 1901, and not Frands Biddle, later
AAttorney General under F.D.R., who was in the dass of 1905. As for
" pumping,” here was an even more horrific form of disciplining than the
ue or the boot-box. It was adminisered with great formality and in
absolute slence by the sixth-formers, who would enter (usually during a
gudy period when all thelower formswer e gathered together) and call out
the name of some boy who had perhaps been cheating or who had merely
been acting bumptioudy and neglecting to address his remarks to upper-
dassmen with the proper regpect. The poor paralysed wretch was then
removed, under theterrified gaze of hisfdlows, to a lavatory, wherebasin-
fuls of water were poured over him and down his throat, practically to
the point of drowning. The practice was neither acknowledged nor pre-
vented by the faculty. (The English school sysem of'fagging' was, how-
ever, definitely forbidden.)

52



Wen Wbty

"l am getting ™ Y

thefellowse .. "
GROTON
OCT. i, 1896,
THURSDAY,
Dear Mama

Thank you very much for the grapes, they are delicious. Please do
not send any more, because Mr. P. sys that they make to much of a.
mess on the floors.

| have had the blue trousers and the umbrella marked in the sewing
room. The note paper and the hymnal are very nice. | had to get a
large " Church Hymnal" for singing in the choir but | use the small
one for prayers. On Parlor nights Mrs Mc.Murray and Edmund play
whist against the younger Rainsford boy and myself.

| am getting on very well with the fellows although | do not know
them all yet.

The football teams have been made up into elevens yesterday,
Edmund and Taddy play on the same team and opposite me. Poor
Taddy is on the lowest team, he could be on a much higher one if he
only kept his wits about him! He has been very nice to me, although
| se very little of him.

| am in a great hurry so excuse scrawl

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

"Mr.P." wasthe Rector. One of the whist partners mentioned was Mrs
M cMurray; this lady was the school housskesper and a very «iff, dignified
person most positivein her likes and didikes, in whose good graces it was
well to be * Theyounger Rainsford boy" was W. Kerr Rainsford, aso*
Groton 1900, who later became head of the School of Architecture at the
Carnegie Ingtitute of Technology.

Rt

" |t was a desperate gamethroughout . . ."
GROTON SCHOOL

QCT. 4, 1896,
SUNDAY.

Dear Mama and Papa,
I got your letter last night and was surprised to hear that you had

not got my letter of Thursday.
| take milk and crackers, every night. | asked M r. Peabody about it

and he told me to have my name put on the list.
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On going to the fruit-closet lag night, | found a large army of ants
in my grapes, they were all rotten!

Yegterday our team played the English High School eeven, a lot
of toughs again. They disputed every point of the game and made
Mr. Peabody quite angry. Neither Sde scored and it was a deperate
game throughout.

| had a very nice time at theJoy's on Wednesday Edmund, Roger
Derby and Lorrie Rainsford were there. Yesterday | lunched at Mrs.
Whitney's cottagewith Mrs. Draper and had avery nicetime.

Mrs. Lawrence was out when | called the other day but | am going
again on Wedneday.

While | was watching the game yesterday, | was much surprised to
s Miss. Morton drive up. | had alitde talk with her, but | do not
know where e is gaying.

The Scientific Americans are very welcome and everybody is trying
to borrow them.

I will writeto Aunt Dor a this afternoon and asoto Muriel if | have
time.

We go to Mr. Gardner's on Sunday afternoons and have cake and
google. Thetime ssamsto passvery fag now but thefirst week ssemed
interminable. | have not had any black-marks yet and have been on
time for everything.

We play footbal only four times a week and | am very well

Excuse scrawl

With love

F. D ROOSEVELT
My name has been mixed up with Taddy's several times, much to the
amusement of the schoolroom
FD.R

Mr and MrsCharles Joy wer ethe parents of Benjamin Joy, whowasin the

form below F.D.R.; they lived in a large housejust beyond the school.

MrsJoy and Mrs James Lawrence were dges Thetwo other boyswho

visted the Joyswith F.D.R. and Edmund Rogerswere Roger A. Derby,

Groton 1901, and (Dr) Laurence F. Rainsford, Kerr's brother. Mrs

Whitney, wife of the car penter, who did woodwor king and repair jobsfor

the school, ran a small inn aoross from Hundred House and ran it with an

iron hand, turning away those she didiked no matter who they were.

Whitney'swas one of metwo places par ents sayed when they visited their

ans Later on it was enlarged and became the present-day " Parents

House" The Draper referenceisto MrsWilliam H. Draper, daughter of

thefounder of the New York Sun, who would then have been up visiting
her son George, in the form ahead of F.D.R. Asto "Miss. Morton," she
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was Miss Mary Morton, the daughter of Levi P. Morton, Governor of
New York State and Vice-President of the United States from 1889 to
1893. TheMortonslived at Rhinebeck, on the Hudson, and were friends
of the Roosevelt family. A note should be added about "M r. Gardner"
and "google," two essentid and inseparable Groton institutions. William
Amory Gardner, more familiarly known as "Uncle Billy Wag," was a
cousin of the Rector's, and the nephew of one of the most startling of
Bostonians, Isabella Stewart ("Mrs. Jack™) Gardner, who brought him up.
At an early age he and his two brothers were orphaned and had rather a
lonely childhood in the home of their aunt and uncle. He was dso avery
rich young man. These two circumstances combined to make Groton a
perfect object for hislifelong devotion. Hewasone of the" Triumvirate"
of original masters, along with Peabody and Billings; he was only twenty-
onewhen the school opened, and he died forty-six yearslater, in 1930, still
actively apart of the school. His generosity cave both the original timber-
and-plaster chapel and the famous Gothic building that replaced it, and
extended to other gifts. A bachelor, he built himself a cgpacious mansion
at the school and gtaffed it with a corps of servants. He attached to his
house a curious construction containing a stage, a swimming-pool, a
squash court, and a maze, which was known as the "Pleasure Dome."
There boys came Sunday afternoons to be served 'google/ a form of
sickly-sweet pink lemonade. He was the owner of the Cup Defender
sailing yacht, Mayflower; hewasaso afamousknitter of socksand mufflers.
An exceptional Greek scholar, he held hilarious dases in that subject (to
the disapprova of the Rector), and was especialy skilled in the recondite
art of punning in Greek.

" Thefood tasted perfectly de-
licious after the schooal..."
[GROTON]
OCT. 11, 189,
SUNDAY.
Dear Papa and Mama

M any thanksfor your letters, | would have written before but | had
nothing to write about.

M R . Minturnishereand | went to suppe with her lag evening; |
could not gay long, as we had choir-practice at seven. The food
taged perfectly ddicious after the school food.

We have susges or saussge-aroquettes for the lagt three days, but
1 have managed to keep perfectly well.

We played the weekly game with the Boston Latin School and best
them 12-0. We have not been scored againg this year, although our
team is the lightest that we have ever had
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On Thursday afternoon the choir voted for a half holiday, we have
two each term and | managed to didocate my fourth finger in a small
football game. | have not been able to play snce, in consequence, but
| shall begin again tomor r ow.

This coming Thursday is the Schod's birthday and we expect to
have a high old time.

I am getting on pretty well with my lessons | am about top in
Algebra and about middlein other sudies

The Scientific American hasnot comeyet, but | expect it tomor r ow
morning. | had aletter from Mr. Dumper yesterday, heis getting one
very well. Edmund is doing quite well, | think, in everything except
Latin. | am glad the Roger s have a decent tutor thistime, it would not
take much to improve over Mr . Bunny!

With lots of love

F.D.R.
P.S. Samps are always acoeptable

Thereweretwo Minturns, cousns in hisform: Hugh and John W. From
the fact that gpecial mention is made to his mother, it may be asumed
the" Mrs.Minturn" in thiscaewas MrsJohn W. Minturn, theformer
Louisa Aspinwall, and a cousin of James Roosevelt. The rewards of choir
service wer e half-holidays, and the purpose of the vote wasto pick the day.
The Schoal Birthday feu on October 15, and was the occason of consider-
able cdebration, of which more is revedled in enquing leiters. " M.
Bunny" wasthe Archibald Rogers tutor, Leon Durand Bonnet; helater
became headmagter of a sthool at Tuxedo Park, N.Y. Lest one be per-
suaded F.D.R. was avidly attending to his famous slamp callection during
this period, it should be noted that the postscript refers to gamps for his
letters home—a reques competing in frequency with that for dental
articles.

R

" | should very much like a
red turtle neck sweater . . ."
[GROTON]
ocCT. 14, 1896,
WEDNESDAY.
Dear Papa & Mama,
| have just got your letter and | hope you will be able to come soon.
1 should very much like ared turtle neck sweater for skating and coast-
ing You can get them at any dry-goods store; they are much war mer
than other sweaters, on account of the double neck, they look like
this! [followed by a drawing.]
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I haveeverything | need, but cake, candy or any delicacy would be
acoeptable (Taddy also agreesto this)!

My finger isall right now; | had someiodine painted on it and my
hand looked like a large ball for a day or two.

I am afraid that this would not reach you at Hyde Park, asit does
not leave here till tonight or tomorrow morning, so | am sending it

to Algonac.
F D ROOSEVELT

With much love

The dgnatureto thisletter was scribbled over, asif he wer e experimenting
with different handwritings.

"Mamy thanks for the nose-guard..."
[GROTON]

OCT. 21, 1896,
WEDNESDAY.

[No salutation]

Many thanks for the nose-guard and your letter. | managed to get
a small cut on both eyelids of my left eye yesterday, | think from a
shoe-hed, but it is all right now. Don't forget my report! | think I

may get 3rd or 4th in the form
FDR.

This was a U.S. one-cent postcard st to his mother. Each sudent's
average monthly mark was posed for the school to s but the actual
reports, with individual grades and comments from the Rector, wer e st
home; therefore, in order to know his grade in any particular subject he
had to get it from hismother. Thisfirst Groton report was dated October
17,1896; F.D.R. sood fourth in a dass of nineteen; his average mark was
7.79 on the 10.00 decimal bads individual grades were: Latin, 7.70;
Greek, 6.75; Mathematics (Algebra), 9.75; English Literature, 8.50;
English Composition, 8.40; French, 8.00; History, 7.33; Sdence 7.50;
Sacred Sudies, 8.00; Punctuality, 10.00; and Neatness, 9.68. The Rector
always added a remark at the end of a report, usually one or at the most
two succinct words. This being a first report, he expanded and said:
"Very good. He grikesme asan intelligent & faithful scholar, 8c a good

boy."
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" Send memywatch asl need
itwhen | gofar fromthebuild-
ings...
GROTON
OCT. 25, 1896,
SUNDAY.
Dear Papa & Mama

| have nothing much to tell you this week. Mr and Mrs Henry
Rogersare hereand | lunched with them today. Poor Edmund could
not be there as he had another ups.

Heisin theinfirmary and hasalittlefever. Hethinksit isfrom a pie
that we had for supper.

He dept a good deal and the nurse says that he will be better
tomorrow.

Monday morning

Edmund is better today but isgoing to gay in theinfirmary all day
as he feds rather shaky till.

MrsWright and the younger boy are staying at Mrs. Powell's and
they came to the parlor lagt night.

Don't forget my report, | think | got forth place in the form, not
much but better than | expected. Please ssnd me my watch and chain
as | need it when | gofar from the buildings.

Thecandy and prunes are ddiciousand | am about halfway through
them

With love Excuse scrawl

F D ROOSEVELT

Mr and Mrs Henry Pendleton Rogers, first coudns of Edmund Rogers,
arc thoereferred to here; their son, Henry Pendleton Rogers, junior, was
then in the dass of 1897. Mrs Issaac Wright was the mother of William
M. Wright, mentioned previoudy. Mrs Powell was the wife of Mr
Gardner's coachman, and ran an inn much similar to Whitney's, just out-
sde what is now the schoal gate.



“ There is very linle to write
about in the. middle of the

week . . .
[eroTON]
OCT. 29, 1896,
THURSDAY.
Dear Papa & Mama

Many thanks for your letters and the papers. There is very little to
write about in the middle of the weck. We played foot-ball today as
usual and I found the nose-protector a great usc, for my nose is stll
rather tender from a whack [ got the other day.

You write that my algebra-mark was 9.75; if so it was about the
highest in the school for last month.

The candies are delicious and I still have quite 2 lot left.

With lots of love

F D ROOSEVELT

"1 feel rather lazy and stupid . . ."
[GROTON]
NOV. i , 1896,
SUNDAY.
Dear Pgpa and Mama
| got the bible, prayer-book and watch on Friday; thank you very
much for them The bible is very nice and the type is large enough
even for a Groton dark day!
| have been singing and reading all day and | fed rather lazy and
stupid, for there isnot much to do. | wrote to Aunt Laura this morn-
ing and | am going to write to Aunt Doe thisevening. | am going to
hire awagon with Taddy on Thanksgiving morning, with two horses
and we may take two other fellows We play St Marks next Wednes-
day and if we win | shall telegraph you.
We expect the game to be very close and if anything we have the
better team.
Have you found a Van Daed's French Composition, if you have
pleese send it to me as we u it every Saturday night.
Edmund is all right now, but he has to be careful what he egs
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Thereis really nothing to write about now but | will tell you all
about the St Mark's game on Thursday
With loads of love
UpaveAdww Dedavew Puwoevedr
(Papacan read thisl)

The" French Compastion™ was probably An Introduction tothe French
Language, Being a Practical Grammar with Exercises, by Alphonse NausVan
Dadll, published that same year by Ginn and Company. The Sgnaturein

Grek isa phonetic verdon with some dight errors—the use of the letter

" U" inthefirg nameand theletter "D "' in the ssoond, in place of the

Gresk symbadsfor phi and delta.

==

"1 amhoarse, deaf, andready

to stand on my cocoanutl .. ."
[GROTON]
NOV. 5, 1896,
THURSDAY.

No salutation]
Hurrah, Hurrah, Hurrah

G ROTON
46
. Marks
o

| am hoarse desf, and ready to ¢and on my cocoanut! O UR team
played a wonderful game and the victory was ours after the firs five
minutes. . Marks seemed to be ademp during the firg half and she
let us get a soore of 28-0 1n the ssoond half she braced up a little but
did not prevent usfrom scoring 18 more.

Our fdlows played without a fault, and the interferance was
epecially good. " Dave*' Hawkins surprised everyonewith wonder ful
runs. He made 7 touchdowns and Auchindoss made the other one.

I lunched with Mrs. Lawrence yesterday, and cameto thegamewith
them afterwards.
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The pictures came from Boston today and some of them are
splendid. Has the bill been sent to you? | ordered some mounting-
paste & a brush with them.

It is raining here today and it is our hardest study day in the whole
week as we have two periods at latin, two at Greek and three at
Algebra.

| am going to get a boy to print some of my pictures for me so that
| can send you some

With love

F D ROOSEVELT

To penetrate the mysteries of the football scores quoted liberally through-
out these letters, it should be noted that in 1896 touchdowns were worth
4 points, gods after touchdown 2, field goadls 5, and sfeties 2. The two
heroes mentioned were David S. Hawkins, Groton 1898, and (Dr) Hugh
Auchincloss, of the dass of 1897, the noted New York surgeon. The
mention of getting pictures printed should be clarified. Photography was
then a craze, and darkrooms were constructed in various obscure corners
of the school; it is recalled by contemporaries that there was a * cabinet*
used for the purpose in the basement of Hundred House at one time.
Therewasno official school darkroom; boys chipped in to make their own.
Mr Griswold, one of the more scientifically inclined masters, was an en-
diusiagtic partisan.

" We had a grand bonfire after
the game ..."
GROTON
NOV. 8, 1896,
SUNDAY.
Dear Papa & Mama

Many thanks for the Van Daell. It camejust in time for evening
school.

We had a grand bonfire between the two buildings after the game
on Wednesday and Mr. Gardiner [Gardner] got somefirecrackersand
Roman candles, and a big barrel of figbiscuits. We marched all about
and shouted and sang until nine p.m.

| went to Mrs Wharton's to lunch today & had a very nice time.
Edmund went too & we played games afterwards.

We will be very careful on Thanksgiving day and Edmund is going
with us. | am sure that we can manage two horses.

Itispouring here and thereisvery little to do.
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| have nothing to write about and as the football ssason is practically
over we have not many games
Weexpect to have kating very soon asit freezesnearly every night.
With love
F D ROOSEVELT

The pasnd rdaence hereisto MrsWilliam P. Wharton, of a Groton
family, who lived on Farme's Row; she was the depmather of a fourth-
former, William P. Wharton, junior.

" Wehaveseveral very pretty
songs.. ."
[GROTON]
NoV. 12, 1896,
THURSDAY.

Dear Papa & Mama

We expect Mr and Mrs Rogers here soon and | am to lunch with
them on Saturday.

| am doing very well in Algebra and | think a good deal better in
Greek. The month ends on Saturday and you will get the report
about a week later. | am dying to seit and | hope my mark will be
better than lag month. Thereisvery little to do now, and the weather
ishorrid. We have sun one moment and rain the next.

We had a Glee Club practice lag night and it was greet fun.

We are to gng at Chrisgtmas and we have sveral very pretty songs

With loads of love

@pavcw,
The Grek dgnature had by now been properly amended.
il

"1 amlookingforward to your
visit with much pleasure. . ."

[GROTON]

Nov. 15, 1896,

SUNDAY.

Dear Papaand M ama,
We had an exciting game yesterday with the Harvard Freshmen,
and we beat them 14-0. Dave Hawkins got a sprained ankle after a
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beautiful run and touchdown, so he could not play in the second half.
Guy Carytook hisplaceand played beautifully making another touch-
down. Mrs Rogers watched the game from the Powell pony-cart
Mr Rogersgot quite excited over thegameand hetalked with Mr . G.
all thetime.

Rosey and | lunched with them and | went back to afternoon-tea.

I am looking forward to your visit with much pleasure and | shall
come to the Lawrences about | o'clock. Are Edmund and Taddy to
come to lunch or dinner?

Edmund cannot go with usasheisgoing to Boston with the Derbys
but | shall get two other fdlowswho have nothing d<e to do.

The dnging was much better today and Mrs Rogers liked it very
much.

Be aure you snd me my report. Pleasel as | am very anxious to
hear it.

I have bought sx pictures of the school for $i from another boy,
and | will show them to you on Thanksgiving.

With love
FDR.

Guy Fairfax Cary wasin the dass of 1898. "Mr. G." was avery common
nickname for Mr Gardner. "Rosey" and "Taddy," it should be repeated,
were one and the same person: his half-nephew, James Roosevelt Roose-
velt, junior. "The Derbys" were the parents of Richard, Roger, and
Lloyd, all Groton contemporaries; the family lived in the Hudson Valley.
The "FDR" signature to this letter is conceived with extremely fancy
flourishes. On his November 1896 report he ranked second in a dass of
nineteen boys with an average of 8.33. His wont grade was a 566 in
English Composition; hisbest 2a9.92 in Algebra, which drew the marginal
notation of " Excellent" from Mr Peabody. All other marks except for
Latin were above 8.00, with a 9.67 in Neatness and another devastating
10.00 in Punctuality. The Rectorial comment was: "V ery creditable.”

B

"The Roller Skates are not very
good for icel..."
[GROTON]
NOV. 19, 1896,
THURSDAY.
Dear Papa & Mama
Many thanks for the ulster but | think that | had better wear a
sweater and covert-coat instead as the ulster is awfully heavy.
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We are going to take a boy named Goodrich and someone dse with
us. Thereis very little to say this week except that | heard from Mr
Dumper on Sunday, and heisvery well.

| got 2nd place this month as you have doubtless ssn from my
report.

My mark 833 was the third highes in the lower school, only
Krumbhaar and theleader of the 2nd for m beating me.

What, wherefore and why in the name of all that's grange and
curious!

TheRoller Skates are very nice but they are not very good for icel
| shall keep them till you come but please bring some real ones as the
skating will be herein afew weeks

Thered sweater isvery nice, and isjust right

With love

FDR
P.S samps are acceptablel

"A boy named Goodrich" was Cagppar Goodrich of the dass of 1899;
hetcrodoxly, helater entered Annapoalis. " Krumbhaar" wasEdward Bell
Krumbhaar, in F.D.R.'sform, to-day a disinguished Philadelphia doctor.
The sgnatureisa quiteillegible grouping of flourishes.

=

"My supply of stamps hasrun
short. . ."
[GROTON]
NOV. 22, 1896,
SUNDAY.
Dear Papa and Mama

| was very much pleasad to get your telegram lag night saying that
Aunt Dorahad arrived in New York. | havewritten her today.

Pleae bring me a pair of three buckle arctics and some decent
Kates ().

| havejust finished the chocalate you gave me and the prunes dis
sappeared about a week ago.

A Mrs. Erving Winslow read the "Merchant of Venice" to the
School lag Tuesday, and Taddy and one other boy wer e the only ones
who did not grace the big hall with their pressnce They thought it
would bedull and thought it would benicer to" loaffor once"! It will
be charged for $.50 on the bill, but | hope you do not mind.
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Pleae don't forget my marks, and my supply of samps has run
short

We have not yet decided on a fourth boy for our drive, but we shall
get onewho cannot do anything dse

Poor Biddle has been sent to bed for being saucy to one of the
made's and is now in the infirmary. | found it necessary to chadise
him yesterday, but heisjust asfresh again today!

I am looking forward every moment to seeing you on Thursday.

With love

F.D.R.

Catherine Reignolds Winslow, daughter of aBritish army officer, cameto
America in 1850 at the age of fourteen and found an amost immediate
quceess in the theatre. She was a beautiful woman, an excellent actress:
for many years during the height of her career she was a member of the
stock company of the Boston Art Museum. After her retirement she con-
tinued to fivein Boston, occasionally giving dramatic readings in various
eadtern cities, and training pupils for the stage. Through these latter she
promoted Ibsen's plays, and the Norwegian dramatist once had occasion to
thank her publicly for her advocacy of his work. In 1861 she married
Erving Winslow, Bostonian of Bostonians and a Mayflower descendant,
who performed even more prominendy than his wife, though upon
slighdy different boards. He was the son of awealthy merchant family, and
took up aliterary career which eventually led him to the ardent support of
various caues He promoted free trade, sociad service, Henry George,
Americanism, and Christianity, but reached his finest flower with the
formation, late in 1898, of the Boston Anti-Imperialist League, to combat
empire instincts aroused by the Spanish-American War. The League
shortly became national in scope; Winslow was secretary of the New
England branch (whose President was Groton village's leading citizen,

George Sewall Boutwell), and the most active and audible of its workers.

He contributed histime, money, | etter-writing and speech-making abilities
in support of its conviction "that any attempt to conduct an imperia or

military government in alien tropical colonies would be inevitably destruc-
tive of republican government a home." His protest rose most flame-

like in 1899 over die annexation of the Philippines; on November 29
of that year the New York Tribune (which took polite but distinct pleasure
in using Winslow as a whipping boy) printed a Thanksgiving greeting

which he had addressed to President McKinlcy; "Lovers of liberty who
would rather be the hunted patriot than the blood-guilty usurper to-day,

will nevertheless use it to pray that he who has given America her first
thanksgiving of shame may be brought to repentance, and a better
mind.' The Tribune utilized this message asthe point d'appui for an editorial

two dayslater, entitled "Poor Erving!"and full of late-Victorian sarcasm.

e
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"Only one Sunday morel..."
[GROTON]
DEC 6,1896,
SUNDAY,

Dear Pgpa and Mama

Many thanks for your lovely letters and the Graphic. | got the
receipt for my A.O.U. dues and the Check-List yesterday.

On Thursday evening a Mr Biihlcr gave a lecture, illustrated with
stereoptican pictures, on the Battle of Gettysburg. It was perfectly
splendid, and lasted for over two hours.

Taddy isin the infirmary suffering from a stomach-ache, but the
nurse says his condition is not very critical (!) and that he will be well
inafew month hours| mean.

A new kid has come from Fitchburg whose name is Crocker, and
we hope he will turn out better than Biddle!

The skaes have not come yet but | have used Taddy's twice. The
first skating was on Wednesday but the ice got very soft yesterday,
and today it is again warm.

Only one Sunday more!

Nothing to sy
With love FRANKLIN.

The"A.O.U." was die American Ornithologists Union. " Mr Buhler"
was Hubcr Gray Buchler (pronounced "Bcdcr™); he was bom and spent
the first twenty-eight years of his life in Gettysburg, went to Hotchkiss
Schoal in Connecticut as an English meder in 1891, and from 1904 to his
degth in 1924 wes hesdmeder of that school. The "new kid from
Fitchburg" wes Alvah Crocker, junior, of the dass of 1901. He wes the
edest of three sns of the Fitchburg peper family who went to Groton;
his younger brother, the Rev. John Crocker, sucossded the Rector as
a of the schoal.

"Exams begin on Monday . . .

we have nine of them. . ."
GROTON SCHOCL

DEC 12, 1896,
SATURDAY.

Dear Papa & Mama
The lovely skaes came this morning with the watch; the skaes are
great and have been much admired by all the boys. We have had
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warm weather but | hopewe will be able to skate again'tomorrow as
itis much colder now

The Graphics were very welcome and | have a small mob round
me when they come. Taddy is all right again now, but there are
quite anumber of other boysin theinfirmary, suffering from indiges-
tion, tonselitice, jaundiceetc.!—

Exams begin on Monday and last till Friday we have nine of them
and | expect to pass all right

Withhaste & love

FD.R.
it
"The Rectors father read the
‘Christmas Carral' ..."
[GROTON]
DEC. 13, 1896,
SUNDAY.
Dear Papa 8c Mama.

Less than aweek and | shall be homel!

| am just home from the Xmas service; it was very nice and the
Chapel was decorated with greens, which the boys prepared on
Thursday and Friday evenings.

The hymns went quite good 8c the anthem was splendid.

We begin our exams tomorrow; the Monday exam is Sacred
Sudies, on Tuesday we have Latin Comp.; on Wednesday, English
& Science; on Thursday, Latin, Political Economy and Greek, and on
Friday, Mathematics and French.

| shall finishthis after Afternoon Service asit islunch time now and
we are going to feast on turkey and cranberry-sauce.

Shdl | bring my ulster home? and my waterproof?

The Rector's father read the "Christmas Carrol” to the school after
lunch and heisgoingtofinish it after supper.

The singing was rather weak this afternoon as all the hymns were
difficult and unfamiliar.

Thenew Crocker kid had 8 blackmarks & 1 lateness last week 8c he
was pumped yesterday

With love F.D.R.

Hie Rector's father, Samud Endicott Pesbody, was present a the school
on mog of its fedive occadons his reading of Dickens famous tae became
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a Groton custom continued by his son, who would read it over a period
of sveral evenings to the whole of the school gathered in his own home.
Thefinal report of F.D.R/sfirst term was dated December 15,1896; he
good fourth in the dass of nineteen with an averageof 7.79." Very good,"
commented the Rector. Thismark included die aforementioned examina-
tions, hegot a75in Latin, 76in Greek, 85in Algebra, 80in English Litera-
ture, 95 in French, 90in History, 88 in Science, and 78 in Sacred Studies.
The maser who made out thisreport wroteon thereverseof it: " Doyou
wish your son to take dancing lessons next term? Please send for die boys
2 pairs each of thick boots for general us We like to have the boys boots
cleaned and this can only be done when they have 2 pairs to wear
alternately.”
et ]

", . . a McCormick boyfrom
Chicago . . ."
[GROTON]
JAN. 5, 1897,
TUESDAY.
Dear Papa & Mama
We arrived safely at six o'clock after a pleasantjourney on.
| sat with Buell Hollister coming on and we did not have to change
carsat all.
Two new boys have come to the School, Edwin Corning, whom
you know, and a M cCormick boy from Chicago.
| am goingtowriteto Mrs. Pell tomorrow as | forgot all about it at
home.
| shall try to buy a sharein adark room, and if | can, | will get you
to send on the chemicals.
Our table is terribly crowded on account of the new boys and |
would give anything to be moved up atable, where |l really belong.
My cold is already better | think but | shall be careful until it has
entirely gone. Mr . Billings was very sorry he could not stay with us
in the holidays.
Please send my toboggan & snowshoes as soon as possible aswe may
have snow anyday.
With much love
FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT
P.S Excuse blots, but as | have no blotting-paper out | have to use
fingers
Buell Hallister was in the dass of 1901, and later graduated from Yale.
Together with aHarvard and aPrinceton man, heformed theNew Y or k
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seaurities firm of Pyne, Kendall, and Hollister, in 1909. Edwin Corning,
two yearsbehind FJD.R. at Groton, came of a prominent Albany family.
After college he entered a family busness the Ludlum Sted Company,
one of the oldes American tool-stedd manufacturers. His interests soon
turned to another field, and in 1912 he went into Albany County palitics.
In 1926 he became chairman of die New Y ork State Democratic Com-
mittee, and in November of that year was elected Lieutenant Governor on
the ticket with Alfred E. Smith. This of course put him in a prominent
position to receive the gubernatorial nomination in 1928, the year Smith
ran for Presdent, and one wonders if there was any conflict with the old
schoolmate, who eventually received that nomination. Edward J. Flynn,
however, recalls that " the friendship between Franklin D. Roosevelt and
Corning was more or less a social one. At no time do | think that their
political carears conflicted. | am certain that Mr Corning had no part in
persuading President Roosevelt to run for Governor in 1928. My recollec-
tion is that Mr Corning decided that he was more or less through with
palitics, and | am not sure whether it was his health or his personal desres
that influenced him." Edwin Corning, who died in 1934, was the father of
Mayor Erasus Corning, of Albany. As for the " McCormick boy from
Chicago,” this was none other than Colonel Robert R. McCormick, the
owner and publisher of the Chicago Tribune. While at Groton he was
known as " Rufus." His dasswas 1899 ex.” There were many nicknames
for the Rev. Sherrard Billings—"Mr B.," "Bcebs" "the LittleMan" —
and all of them affectionate. His small sze was the most conspicuous thing
about him, together with a very black beard, which he retained until it
began to grey, and then reduced to a sif Tlitde brush on hisupper Up. Like
Peabody hewasa graduate of Episcopal; hewastwenty-saven when Groton
opened, and had had one year's teaching experience.  He remained there
until his death in 1933. He was the Rector's second-in-command, taking
chargeof theschoal in thelatter's absmoes Hewasafinepreacher, and had a
gift for makinghisL atin and Greek dasssboth indructiveand entertaining.

. . . thankful | am to get away

from the kid table . . ."
[GROTON]

JAN. 7, 1897,
THURSDAY.

Dear Papa & Mama

Thank you so much for your letters.

When | got into the car on Tuesday | went to the window several
times to s you, but you had disappeared entirely, and | supposed you

had left the platform.
*In American universities a sudent's leaving befor e completing his course of studies or
otherwise failing to graduate in the year anticipated is indicated thus
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| think | could accept Dr. Dwights offer if he makes the price $35.
Astheoriginal isworth about $10 morethan a st with two reprinted
volumes and the binding would bring it up ancther $10.

The price lag year was $30 for the original unbound so $35 would
not be at all out of the way, for a bound s this year ——

It isa pity Aunt Nelly mistook the date of my going back, for she
had a message for you in her letter. | return her letter for you to read
& dedtroy.

| have at lag been moved up atable, and thankful | am to get away
from thekid table where | suffered three months.

| now gt at M r. Gladwin'stable and next to Ben Joy.

We began Geometry thismorning and | think | shall likeit.

Edwin Corningisrather homesick | think, when he was asked how
he enjoyed the food, his eyes began to water.

With loads of love

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

"Aunt Nelly" was Miss Eleanar Blodgett, perhgps his mather's doset
friend. Shewas F.D.R/s godmather, but no actual relation. (His god-
father wes Elliott Roosevdt, father of his future wife) The interval
betwean this letter and the one following wes taken up by mesdes His
mother came up to Groton, and later took him hometo convaese

ol
" Mytail isbetter butthehard
bencheshurtitalittle..."
GROTON SCHOOL
FEB. 18, 1897,
WEDNESDAY.
Dear P& M.

The train was on time lag night and thejourney was uneventful
and ssamed fearfully long. | am really very well and | think | shall
pick up my lessons soon.

| arrived herejust in timeto hear aM r. Zenoni a Polish or Russian
Jew. and a mind reader. His performance was bettter than Miss
Lancager's and he was much quicker in hiswork.

The boys have taken up up [sic] skiing. Will you get the footholders
on my pair repaired and snd them tome ?

My tail is better but the hard benches hurt it a little. | rub it with
Arnica, but it isnot easy.

Bad pen & with love FDR
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"We are all looking forward
to the play..."
[GROTON]
EBB. 19, 1897,
THURSDAY.
Dear Papa & Mama

Taddy isin the infirmary with an absess in his ear; the doctor cut
it yesterday and he is better today. | was not the first boy back as
J. L. Goodwin got here two hours before me. Heleft N.Y. at 9 a.m.
arriving at Ayer Junction at 4 p.m. Wednesday.

The ded is perfectly lovely and | think it was very good of you to
giveit to me.

My tobboggan smashed thefirst time | used it but Whitney may be
able to mend it.

Young Corning got 1< place in the second form last month but it
will not be as easy for him after Wright comes back. We are all look-
ing forward to the play on the 22nd. The stage is being put up in the
gymn. and the 6th Form have been rehearsing for some time.

With loads of love

F. D ROOSEVELT
P.S. Taddy is better today but still in the infirmary. With hase—
FDR
P.P.S. Taddy may come out of the infirmary tonight.

James L. Goodwin has been previoudy mentioned as the other 'new boy'
who entered the third form with F.D.R. His mother was if anything
even mor e Dlicitous of her son's school welfarethan Mr s James Roosevelt,
and when he came down with the mesdes at the smetime as F.D.R. he
adw enjoyed a convalexence at home. Ayer was the town where the
Boston and Albany Railroad deposted travelers to the school; from there
one completed thejourney of four miles by horse carriage.

B =

'l have not much opportunity
for observingbirdshere. .."
[GROTON]
FEB. 21, 1897,
SUNDAY.
Dear Papaand Mama,

We have had about two inches of snow here and it is quite cloudy
today.

71



Taddy came out of theinfirmary yeserday morning and isall right
now.

He received your letter yesterday; and at the same time | received a
letter from the Department of Agriculture asking me to fill out some
endosad papers about the birds | s every day. As| have not much
opportunity for observing birds here, | shall wait until | get to
Campobdlo.

There are loads of parents and graduates here for the 22nd, and we
have three graduates in our dormitory, who desp in cubides vacated
by dck boys.

We have had a terrible epidemic of grippe, and there are about ten
boys in the infirmary now. There have been four cass of ear trouble
beddes Taddy's and one or two casss of jaundice.

Cryder hasjust come back and islooking rather thin.

| have got my ticket for the play in the third row and next to
Goodwin.

Theplay is called " Fase Pretentions” and Mr. Gar. isto have one
of the principal parts.

Mrs. Robeson, the mother of a boy in my form, read to the Schoal
in the gudy lagt night We all enjoyed it immendy but Taddy thought
itw'd beaboresohedid not goin.

With loads of love

F.D.R.

Washington's Birthday was the occason for much schodl celebration; the
sixth form alwaysput on aplay at the school and later in Groton village;
and parents and faithful graduates appeared, straining the capadities of
Powdl's and Whitney's. " Cryder" was Ogden Cryder of the dass of
1902. Mrs Robeson, the mother of Andrew Robeson, junior, 1900, is
recalled as having been a frequent visitor to the school who enjoyed
reading to the boys—it wasnot an unusual cusom for aparent to do o.

D

"J take my C.L.O. after break-
fast and supper . . ."
[GROTON]
FEB. 25, 1897,
THURSDAY.
Dear Papaand Mama
The play on Monday night was a great uooess and a lot of people
werethere
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All the sixth form acted and they gave several good songs. | will
show you the program and tell you all about it at Easter.

Thank you very much for your letters and the newspaper clippings
they are very interesting

We are having splendid coasting and tobogganing on the crust and
| havejust come back from Joy's Hill. The skis came all right and |

went out on them yesterday.

| was very sorry to hear about Aunt Tilly's illness but | trust she is
much better now

| am glad to hear that Rubber Boots was induced to sail as | was
afraid he would back out at the last moment.

| hope you will seal up my birds before the babies come to stay with
you or dse | should be afraid of the consequences.

| take my C.L.O. after breakfast and supper as Mrs. Wagner says it
is bad to take it after ahearty meal like dinner.

| am not tutored in anything and | get on all right in everything
except Geometry, in which | am rather behind hand.

With loads of love
FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

By now the "Intended western wife" had become his Aunt Tilly.
"Rubber Boots," from evidence contained in later |etters, gopears to have
been his half-brother, James Roosevelt Roosevelt, although the point of
the nickname is quite lost. The reference in the seventh paragraph is to
the collection of mounted birds which can be seen in Hyde Park to-day;
the "babies" were the two youngest daughters of Warren Delano HI—
Jean (mentioned earlier), and Saa born in 18%4, who later married
Roland L. Redmond, president of the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
and senior partner in the same New Y ork law firm of Carter, Ledyard, and
Milburn, where F.D.R had hisfirstjob. "C.L.O." was the inevitable
cod-liver oil; as for Mrs Wagner there is some dispute among Groton
historians as to whether she was the regular school nurse at the time—if
not the head nurse, she may have been one of the specid nurses who came
to help out whenever there was a good ded of sickness at the schoal.

et

| made a two-minute speech o.."
[GROTON]

FEB. 28, 1897,
SUNDAY.

Dear Papa and Mama
Edmund arrived last night and is very well.
We have had splendid coasting and toboganning on the crust, which
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is very thick and perfectly smooth. We go about a quarter of a mile
perfectly straight on Joys Hill, and my toboggan got the second record
yesterday.

Taddy's new Poland baob is splendid, and the fagest in the school.

My debate comes on the 22nd of March and is die last one of the
season.

The debate last Thursday was on the Nicaragua Canal Bill and |
made a two-minute speech; | was rather nervous at first, but I want
to get accostomed to it so as to be all right for my debate.

Polly Wharton is the president of theJunior Debating Society, and
isvery dignified in the chair.

Only twenty-nine days more and we shall be coming home!

| have begun the big bottle of CL.O. and it is kept outside the
Dispensary window to keep cool.

Rawle and Ben Joy are back, but as fast as one boy gets well another
gets Sck and about eight boys are still in the Infirmary

With love

F D ROOSEVELT

At Groton there were debating groups for both lower- and upperdass
men; after the formal debate and rebuttals had been concluded by the
scheduled participants, the argument was thrown open to members of the
audience, and it was on one of thee oocasons that F.D.R. made what
was possbly his first political gpeech. A brief note on the Nicaraguan
Canal issue In 1889 the M aritime Canal Company of Nicaragua, a private
enterprise, had been incorporated by Congress, and in the summer of diat
year work had begun on die congtruction of a canal aoross the Nicaraguan
Ighmus. Operations were sugpended in 1893 when a break on the New
York stock market forced the company into bankruptcy. Congress, how-
ever, continued to take an intere in the project, appointing boards of
engineers to report on the cogt of completion in 1895, and again in 1897,
at the time of this reference. By 1899 the Panama scheme superseded it
"Polly Wharton" wasWilliam Pickman Wharton, junior, Groton 1899,
the gepson of the Mrs Wharton mentioned in an earlier letter. Hewasa
nephew by marriage of Edith Wharton. His father had been Assgant
Seretary of State under Benjamin Harrison, and he was very gready
excited about politicsall through his school career—Mr Gardner, in one of
his cdebrated School Birthday poems, referred to him as " young Palitics
Wharton." Hence the lifdong nickname of " Polly." Later on in life
Wharton became prominent in the same American Ornithologists Union
which is mentioned in a previous letter; he took a great interest in con-
servation, and this brought him occasonally into contact with F.D.R.
Thereerencein thefinal paragraph of theletter istoHenry R. Rawle, of
the dass of 1902.

e
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' ...whether weshouldincrease
thesizeof our Navy..."
[GHOTON]
MARCH 4, 1897,
THURSDAY.
Dear Mom,

My thank (!) for your German letter. | readit, but it isvery difficult
| have not yet read Miss Kreusberg's letter, but | will try to do it
tonight. [This much of the letter, including the date and salutation,
werewritten in German script.]

Bleae expoctorate me on ze dwendy ninse  [This sntence in a
form of English.]

The pictures which you sent to M r. Taddy are very pretty and [I]
love them also. [Back to German.]

The subject of my debate will probably be the quegtion of whether
we shall increase the Sze of our Navy, but we have not decided yet.
[This sntence shifts to French.]

| shall write Sunday to Toutou and Muriel, and | am very glad that
Muriel and Warren are coming during my vacation. [In German
again, with the exception of the one word "vacation."]

Thefirg Lenten Service is to be hedd in the Chapel this afternoon.
There are to be three of them this Lent, and a clergyman will address
us this time. The attendance is not compulsory, | do not expect to
se my nephew there, who by the way is suffering from an acute
attack of lumbago and spent lag night in the infirmary.

Excuse French, German & English & a bad pen

With love [Final sction of letter in English.]

F D ROOSEVELT

F.D.R. washy now ed asamembe of ateam for aregular debate
it will be recalled, in reference to the proposed aubjed, that at this time
Theodore Roosevelt wes Asisant Saretary of the Navy under McKinley,
and wes ardendy (and dlsoonoertlng espcusng " preparednes’ —

reorganization of the Navy, inoreassd and 0 on. "Toutou" wes
FID.R's half-niece, Hden Rebecca Roosa/dt " Taddy's 9da. e
married a gxth coudn from the same dde of thefamily as Anna Eleanor

Roosvdt—Theodore Douglas Robinson, son of Theodore Roosevdt's
dde Corinne
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"Please give me permission to
goinacance. .."
[GROTON]
MARCH 7, 1897,
SUNDAY.

Dear Pgpa and Mama

| am sending you a circular about the School Camp. Can you spae
$10 annually for 3 years?

| am trying to do a Prize Puzzle with Goodwin, which came out in
the . Nicholas

It is about the Statesmen of America & we have found most of
them.

We are having horrible weather here, yesterday it rained & today
everything is frozen tight. The river broke up on Monday but it is
still full of ice.

Rese give me permission to go in a canoe as | would have to keep
off the river until swimming time in June otherwise.

| have put my name down for the Winter Sports & | am going to
try for the standing high, running high and standing broad jump, as
well as the ten yards dash and the potato race. The Sports are to be
held in a few weeks and | am going to train for them soon.

The pussywillows are coming out here and | have s robins &
SoNgsparrows.

If you want to get any pussywillows, there are two or three very
good bushes in the swamp by Brother Rosy's greenhouse, which are
very e/ to get at.

| have written to Muriel & shal write Toutou this afternoon.

| am delighted with the plans for the Eagter vacation, only the sooner
| get away from New Y ork the better.

Last Sunday as the Chapel was so cold we had afternoon sarvice in
the Schoolroom

With love by loads
F. D. ROOSEVELT

The circular concerning the School Camp is available; it reveds admirably

the feding about socid problems and charity which wes characteritic of

the sodiety of the time, admixed with some typical Groton atitudes. It
in part:

"The Missonary Society of Groton School owns a amdl idand in Lake
Asguam, New Hampshire, where, for the pest four years it hes maintained
asummer camp for poor boys of Boston and New Y ork. The aim of the
canp hes bean to provide a vacaion for boys who have no other oppor-
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tunity to exape from the heat of the city, and ligs of such boys are
obtained each year from those in charge of various city missons. The
boys comein squads of twenty or twenty-five, and, in most cases spend
a fortnight at the camp, where they row, swim, etc., and as do some
regular wor k each day, such aswood cutting, road makingor carpentering.

" ... The'Faculty as the boys call it, condsts regularly of two graduates
of the school, one magter, and two members of the Missionary Society
from the Fifth and Sixth Forms. The Faculty usually changes each fort-
night, but there is in addition one who days permanendy at the camp
and attends to the busness management. The ooys received must be at
leagt ten and not more than fourteen years old. In case of good behavior
they are invited for two successve years.

" This camp has been most successful. M any boys from wretched homes
arrive with pale faces looking worn, dirty, and old, and go back after a
fortnight completely transformed in appearance, and furthermore with a
new idea of the possibilities of deanliness, decency and civilization.

" For the Faculty, too, the fortnight is not without its lessons of simpli-
city, patience, and, above all, fraternal feding for thase who, with all the
differences of environment and education, are yet moved by the same
hopes and fears and temptations as they. The ultimate equality of human
beings is impressed in a way not likely to be forgotten in the years when
these members of the Faculty become men in the community...."

i

"1 amgoing to write my speech
... then learn it by heart. . ."
[GROTON]
MARCH | I , 1897,
THURSDAY,
Dear Papa and Mama

The Final Doubles of the Fives Tournament was played off this
morning between Mr. Peabody and Devens and Geo. Clark and
Birckhead, and resulted in a victory for Clark and Birckhead. The
scoreswer e 15-9 and 15-8.

I am to debate on the 22nd with Caspar Goodrich agains Goodwin
and Thorndyke. The question is. Resolved that the U.S. increase the
navy. Weare pro, or for it.

Please send any points that you find, no matter if they are on my
sideor not.

| am going to write my speech out and then learn it off by heart.

My speech is the first of the four and | think the sdes are pretty
even. The snow has almost gone and the chute was taken down
today.
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I am to bein 8 eventsin the games next Wednesday although | do
not expect to get a sngle thing.

What with training, debating and studying for the exams |1 find my
time pretty well taken up.

M any thanksfor the Graphic and Scientific Americans

I havejust come back from the second Lenten Servicein the Chapel
We had a very good Sermon, really an address from some Mr .
Thingummy | went to Groton yesterday and ate about two lbs. of
vile peanut candy, had a head & belly ache in conssquence but am
cheerful asa cricket today.

With tons of love

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Do you like this sgnature better than other?

"Fives' at Groton desrves some words of explanation. It is, of course,
played at various public schools the congruction of die court and the
rules of the game vary, and the fives played at Groton follows the style
at Rugby. The court is approximately twenty feet long and ten feet wide,
completely endosed on three ddes by high walls, and to the rear by a
low wall about four and a half feet high. The ball can be struck againg
any of the four walls, but mug finish up againg the forward wall, which
is equipped with a tell-tale approximately three fegt above the floor.
Scoring is the same as in regular hand-ball. The ball itself is made of
twine covered with leather, and players customarily wear padded gloves
for protection. The game can be played either sngles or doubles the
court for the latter being wider in measurement. As has been previoudy
noted, magersparticipated in the schoal sports, which explainsthe Rector's
presnce as a doubles partner. " Devens ' was Arthur L. Devens, junior,
Groton 1898, whose son Charlie was later to have a brief but interesting
carear asapitcher for theNew York Yankeebasball club. Thevictorious
pair were George C. Clark, junior, Groton 1897, afterwards of Clark,
Dodge and Co., notable as the oldest New Y or k securities firm ill doing
busness under its original name; and Malbone H. Birckhead, Groton
1898. "Thorndyke" was John R. Thorndike, in F.D.R.'s form. The
sgnature to this letter begins to show a dose ressemblance to the familiar
hand of later years

Ay

"1 am rather backward in Geometry..." , ,
! [GROTON]

MARCH 15, 1897,
MONDAY.
My Dear Papa and Mama
It snowed here yesterday and we now have about 22inches, just
enough to spail everything and tolittlefor tobogganing.
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My debate comesin aweek and | have written alittle on it already.
Goodrich's father sent him some points, and we have got agood many
from the library.

We do not go home til the 30th, | made a mistake in the date. |
uppose we are to go with the other boysto New Y ork,

| shall tell Mr Jefferson to send you Catalogue if he has any more | eft

Do you think you could get atailor to put a pair of extensons on
my new spring & autumn suit or rather on one pair of pantys. | want
one pair left as they are, so that | can change them when | wear very
thin stockings.

| am not being tutored in anything and athough | am rather back-
ward in Geometry, | shall study up at Eadter.

With great haste & love

FRANKLIN D R.
PSJugt had letter from Aunt Annie & Papa & you Many thanks for
all the valuable points and letters

Will miss mail FDR

George D. Hferson was & Groton from 189%6 to 1908; he saved as scre

tary to the Rector and wasin charge of the schodl office. From acompari-

on of ink and handwriting, it can be sen that F.D.R/s mother added the
letters " ue" to the end of theword "Catalogue” in the fourth paragrgph.

Smilar improvements or corrections on her part "for the record” canbe

noted in later letters.

" The 1st heat of the potatoe

racewasrun today . . ."
[GROTON]
MARCH 18, 1897,
THURSDAY.
Dear P. & M.

Yesterday afternoon the Bishop of Mass came up and severd boys
were confirmed. The choir took part in the service, which was very
pretty.

We had our half holiday today indtead of yesterday. The 1g heat
of the potatoe race was run today and as there were over 70 entries
Edmund and | lost; indeed there were only about 10 Winners, who
are to run for the Championship on Saturday. The dining table a[t]
which the winner edts receives a turkey as aprize. BenJoy isin the
finals and we are hoping that the turkey will come to our table.
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The Fives Tournament Singles Finals was played off this afternoon
between Devens and Birckhead which Devens won easily. The Ten
yards dash isto come offtomorrow and the other sports are arranged
for Saturday and next Wednesday.

I havenearly finished my debateand | find your pointsvery valuable.

I do not expect to pass all my exams which begin next Thursday,
but | shall cram as much as possible after my debate

| have very little spare time now

With love

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

"The Bishop of Mass" William Lawrence, was a dos friend of die
Rector's for sixty years, having been Dean of the Episcopal Theological
Schoaol when Peabody was there, and being one of Groton's original
trugees He held the Massachusdtts episcopate from 1893 to 1927, suc-
ceading Phillips Brooksand being in tur n succesded by hisown son-in-law,
Bishop CharlesL. Sattery. Ancther of his children (he had eight in all),
William Appleton Lawrence, became Bishop of Western Massachustts in
1936. Lawrence was always actively interested in school affairs, and
retired from his postion asa trustee only after Peabody resigned, in 1940,
at thesprighdy age of ninety. Hisbook, Memoriesof a Happy Life (Boston,
1926), conveys much of the flavour of educational, religious, and socal
lifein Boston during the period when F.D.R. was at Groton and Harvard.

"Tomorrow evening will find
me on the floor
[GROTON]
MARCH 21, 1897,
SUNDAY.
Dear Mama and Papa

I havefinished my debate and tomorrow evening will find me on
the floor. | do not expect to be very nervous as | have made several
two minute eeches already.

We have the | | | Class Broad Jump on Friday & also the ten yard
dash which was won by Dave Hawkins our sar football player. |
got 4th or 5th (!) place in the Standing Broad Jump and we have not
had any other Il Class events yet but they are to come off next
Wednesday Yesterday we had the different boxing matches.

In the Heavy-weight Class we had three fine rounds between Geo.
Clarke and Joe Swan which waswon by the former.
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In aFeatherweight round between Thorndykcand Lathrop Brown,
Brown dipped and fell on die floor of the Gym. putting his knee out
of joint Heisbetter today and may be able to walk about tomor row.
Owing to some migtake, all the boxing came off yeserday so we did
not have any | | | Class events.

| expect to fail on at leas three of my exams and | shall have to
dudy at Eager. If my debate had come earlier | would have been
able to sudy hard for the exams, but the debate and the Sports take
up all my gparetime.

| have been given 2 black-marks snce | came back, both from Mr .
Abbott but as they were given for no fair reason he took them both
offl | have not had any latenesses 0 | gand a pretty good show for
getting aprize.

We are to have the lag Lenten Service next Friday when Mr.
Thayer is going to address us

Has my necktie come from Brooks Bros? |If 0, please bring it to
N.Y. so that | can wear it when there. Can't you arrange to go to
Hyde Park before Saturday? The less | have of N.Y . the better.

With loads of love & looking forward to sseing you in a little over
aweek

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Among those participating in the boxing matches were Jossph R. Swan,
junior, senior prefect of the dass of 1898, and Lathrop Brown, Groton
1900, who became one of F.D.R's mog intimate friends, and roomed
with him all four yearsat Harvard. Mr Abbott'searly errorsin thegiving
of black-marks have been noted; concerning latenesses Bishop Lawrence
recalled an incident which well illugrates die importance with which the
Rector regarded punctuality. He and Theodore Roosevelt were staying
at the schodl in June of 1900. Early onemorning T.R. burg into hisroom
half dressed, and before Lawrence was fully awake, shouted: " Bishop, can
you tell a bewildered Governor what time it is? My watch has sopped,
and if | am late to breakfad in this school, | may be disciplined." The Rev.
William Greenough Thayer had been a mager at Groton from 1886 to
189%4; at the time of this reference he had completed the firgt two yeers of
his notable headmagership of & Mark's School, Groton's great rival at
Southboro, Mass

FDR: F 8l



"Last Monday was a ted letter
dayjotme..."
[GROTON]
MARCH 24, 1897,
WEDNESDAY.
Dear Papa and Mama

Last Monday was a red letter day for me; in the morning after
school we had the I 11 ClassHigh Kick. There were about 15 Entries,
Edmund among others. A tin pan was suspended from the ceiling of
the Gym, about 3 % feet from the floor at first. As it rose the contes-
tants dropped out one by one until | found myself one of the only
three left, the other two being A. Crocker and Robeson. At the next
rise in the pan Crocker dropped out and at the next rise Robeson
missed the kick 3 time and | twice. Aswe were only allowed 3 tries,
Robeson was out of it and at my 3rd kick | just touched the pan
which secured 14 prize to me. My kick was 7 feet i\ inches from the
floor & Robeson's was 7 ft. 2\ inches | kicked just 2 feet over my
head.

At every kick | landed on my neck on the left Sde so the result is
that the whole left Sde of my body is sore and my left arm is alitde
swollen!

In the evening after school Goodrich and | read over our debaes to
oursdves. | was not at all nervous in the chair as Goodrich and
Goodwin debated first. Their debates were very good, only Goodwin
did not spesk his very well. My debate came next and lasted about
6 minutes and came out without a hitch. Thorndike the next debater
was cut short in his speech by Polly Wharton the president, and
requested not to read his speech. He got very confused and tried to
spesk from notes, but the result was a failure and "he quit." Severd
two minute speches were made afterwards but as the meeting grew
very uproarious it was adjourned.

Over 30 votes were cagt out of which our opponents received three!
| think it is about the biggest beating that has been given this year. |
expected that we would win, but | did not think we would get as
many votes aswedid.

Mr. Gladwin hes bought an Aeolian Grand. It is the rage of the
school & our dormitory is aways crowded with boys who want to
hear it. Mr Gladwin hes "Die Walkttre" & "Siegfried” for it and
although they do not sound very well on the Aeolian, they seem quite
familiar to me.
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I will be able to pass my exams aslong as they cover wor k done since
I came back, but | shall probably fail on at least three as| have not been
able to make up the six-week'swor k which | lost.

| hopeWarren will beall right in timeto cometo H.P.

| have had twolettersfrom Aunt Anniebut | am so awfully busy that
| am afraid | shall not have time to answer.

| shall write you to the Rennaissance on Saturday which you may

get before you se me.

With loads of love
F.D.R.

The James Roosevelts and many other Hudson Valley people habitually
dayed at the Hotel Renaissance when they cameto New York. F.D.R. s
parents kept a suite in the hotel, which was stuated at 2-10 West 43 rd
Sredt, on the corner of Fifth Avenue. Following this letter came the
Eagter vacation. Hiswinter-term report, dated M ar ch 30, placed him fifth
in a dass of seventeen, with an average mark of 7.74, despite some rather
digressng examination marks which included a 45 in Algebra and a 48
in History. Mr Pcabody's comment: " Thisisvery creditable"

e

" | do not intend to overwork

myself. . ."
[GROTON]

APRIL 13, 1897,
TUESDAY.

Dear Papa and Mama
We arrived here safely after a comfortablejourney on. The sand-

wiches were délicious, and the ginger-snaps did not last more than ten
minutes. We did not wait more than ten minutes at Worcester as the
train was a little late. My trunk came all right, and | shall unpack
tomorrow morning.

Wi ill you writeto Mr . Peabody to give me permission to go on the
river asit will be better coming straight from you.

Please leave an order in the Post Office to send anything that comes
for me including any newspapers or advertisements, while you are away,
and | think it would be better to send word to the Scientific American
to change my address as it will be quicker and surer than coming via

HydePark.
Nat Emmons and Posdethswaite are back but several others are not

coming for some weeks on account of teeth.
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| sudied a good deal on thetrain 6¢ | think | shall be able to pass my
Latin.

| do not intend to overwork mysdf, as | did lag term, but | shall
do my bes to keep well up in my form and keep free from lateneses

| shall fed fearfully lonely when you are abroad but | shall expect
to hear from you at least twiceaweek and | shall writeyou on Sundays
and Thursdays as usual. Please don't forget to snd me some one cent
gamps and | should like to have a few fivesin cae of need.

With tons of love and thousands of kisss affectionately

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT
P.S. | «ill smdl the oleo-margerine on my hair.

" Nat Emmons and Posdethawaite' were Nathanid F. Emmons Groton
1903, who oourted and married a loca maiden, Elizabeth Presoit
Lawrence, daughter of the James Lawrences and J. Ellis Posdcthwaitc,
Graton 1897. The previous term's examination mark in Latin had bem a
failing 50, hence the necesdty for taking it agein. Asfor the deomargerine,
that Ihad bemn an attempt to contradl his hair, which was then somewhat
unruly.

" J have just proved four diffi-
cult newpropositions..."
[GROTON]
APRIL 15, 1897,
THURSDAY.

Dear Papaand Mama

| received your letter today and | am thinking that | will not get
many mor e thisterm written on this sde of the ocean.

| have passsd my Geometry Exam and | am not going to be examined
in Latin.

| have just proved four difficult new propogtions and | got on
splendidly in dasstoday.

We have had sarvice in the chapd both yesterday and today which
| attended.

Tomorrow we have no lessons except evening school, and we go to
Church ason Sunday.

Fridey—
We have had two sarvices today, and the chaoir wore their casodks
but no surplices,
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After the afternoon servicel played golf with Goodwin, & | find
that | am beginning to play much better.

My place at table has been changed and [“now st two places from
Mr. Woods, on hiseft.

We areto play thefirst basebal game of the ssason tomorrow, with
the Bogton Latin School.

Canoeingisvery good now and | am daily waiting permisson to go
on theriver. Pleasetell mewhen you writeMr . Peabody so that | can
find out from him.

| will writeyou Sunday and to the Teutonic on M onday.

With loads of love affectionately
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Graton was' ogrtainly one of the very firg inditutions of learning in the
United Sates to boed its own golf links but praise mug ggp with this
datement. It was a short, ninehde coursg and the fairways were very
dmilar in gopesrance to a meadon—nat an unreasneble resamblance
inasmuch as cows continually grazed on them. Mr Arthur Woodswesa
meda at Groton from 1833 to 1909; he I€ft, later to make a notable
reputation as pdice commisgong of New York City during the four
yersof theFird World War . At thistime F.D.R/s parentswere dueto
sl on the Teutonic for theannual cure

" We had a splendid time and

caughtaturtle..."
[GROTON]

APRII 18 1897,
SUNDAY.
Dear Papa and Mama,

We have had a very quiet Eagter here and the sky has bean cloud-
les today. The svices were lovely, although the choir did not
diginguish themsdves Yeserday afternoon | went on the river with
Taddy; we had a splendid time and caught a turtle. Theriver is not
as pretty now as it will be later, as the leaves are not out yet The
water is il too cold for swirnming, but we shall probably begin in
about three wesks. | have put my name down for playing bassball,
and | expect to beput on ajunior team, asl| do not play well.

Mr. Gardiner appeared today in a tail coat, ats orange shoes and
agreen westcoat; he was gready admir ed!

As it rained yeserday morning, we did not play the Boson Latin,
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but we are to play them tomorrow afternoon, and sudy morein the
mor ning than usual.

| have put the Easter-card on my bureau, & | shall think of you
whenever | seit.

Please don't forget to tell Aunt Annie to snd me the news of your
arrival in England and | shall be impatient to get your Ietters when
you are abroad. | shall try to do some good reading thisterm in spare
moments but | shall kegp outdoors as much as posshle | shall write
you to the Steamer tomorrow and with lots of love kises & hugs
affectionately

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
P.S. Be sure you keep me informed where to snd my leters to you
whileyou areabroad.

F.D.R.
e
" Mr Peabody played. . . but he
didnot distinguish himself. . ."
[GROTON]
APRIL 19, 1897,
MONDAY.

Darling Papa and Mama

We havejust played a game with the Boston Latins in which we
won by a score of 8-4. It was very good congdering that it was the
first game. Mr Peabody played in the latter part, but he did not dis-
tinguish himsdf.

Today has been a half holiday in honour of graduatestaking honours
at collegeand also asit isPatriotsDay.

We have had a amall shower here today, but otherwise the weather
has been fing, s0 | trugt you will have a snooth and short trip across
the ocean.

| am getting on much better in my dudies this term, although as
mor e boys have come who were not here lag term, | may not get a
better place in my form. | am much improved in Geometry, and |
sEm to have the knack of it now.

This term is the nices one of the whole year, and the buds are
coming out nicdly, although they are not much further advanced than
they were two weeks ago at H. Park. | shall writeyou to London by
the Saturdays deamer.
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| will bethinking of you for the next two months congantly, and it
makes me very sad to think (hat the ocean will be between us
With tons of love & kises dear Papa and Mama Ever affectionatdy

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

Graton graduates winning shdarships and other honoursat Harvard and
Yaedid ther folowers at the shod a srvice if the showing was in the
Rettor'sjudgment, areditable the shod gained a half-hdliday. " Patriots
Day" is a lega hdiday in Maine and Massachusdts commemorating
Paul Rg/erés ride and the defence of the Minutemen at Lexington and
Concord.

" | play centre-field on Hugh

Minturrisnine..."
[GROTON]

APRIL 22, 1897,
THURSDAY.
Dear Papa and Mama,

| am thinking of you as sitting in your chairs on deck enjoying this
lovely weather. You mug be glad not to have a lady continually
calling for brandy and champagne opposte your state-room. Do you
remember the one you once had bothering you ?

We played the Harvard 2nd 'Varsty yesterday and were beaten
12-2 1 am s0rry to sy, but asit isHarvard's ssoond best team we could
not expect anything better.

| play centrefiedd on Hugh Minturn's nine, on which Taddy plays
left fidd as0.

We played Charley Lawrances nine today for thefirst time and we
were victorious, we a sore of 15-3 !

| havejust received the bill of shipment of my canoe, so0 | uppoe
it will be at Groton in aday or ©0. | shal have Johnson get it and
bringittotheriver. | expett it will lag mefor many years asl intend
to bevery careful with it.

Taddy has had his for over two years and it is today as good as the
day he got it

| do not expect to do very much canoeng till the end of May, as
basshal takes up mog of the time till the &. Marks game, which is
to be played at Southbora* on the 29th of May.

| goto bed early on Saturday, Sunday, Monday and Tueday, but
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I have to st up on other days to get my lessons done, and choir-
practicetakesabout 1%2hour severy week out of my lessons

The choir-fegtival isto be held on the 8th of June and we have been
practicing for it ever snce Xmas. and we don't half sing it yet.

With tons of love & hoping the journey has been comfortable

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

CharlesLanier Lawrance, Groton 1901, later achieved fameasthedesigner
of dieWright Whirlwind aeroplane engine. He was even then exhibiting
inventive tendencies, as witness two danzas in Mr Gardner's School
Birthday poem of 1896: " When Charlie Lawrance seemstowork /With
singular devotion, / It's not his Latin nor his French, / Oh, no, hés got a
notion. // HE's busy with the lag details/ For crossing land and ocean/ On
his new patent flying car / Run by perpetual motion." The mention of
"Johnson" refers to the owner of the Groton livery sable. Concerning
the "chair-fegtival,” Dr Edwin J. van Etten, Dean of the Cathedral
Church of St Paul in Boston, writes: " Each year, in those days, they [the
Cathedral] had an annual choir festival with some six or eight choirs of the
Diocese taking part. Wefind that Groton Schoadl joined in three of these
occasons hamely, June 1896, 1897 and 1898. The sarvices consgted of
well-known hymns and a musical setting for the order of evening prayer.
They a0 sang two or three anthems which were given out to the choirs
ahead of time and practised by each choir separately. Then, once before
the festival, they all sang together in one grand final rehearsal.”

e

" Mr. Peabody played very well
today. . ."
[GROTON]
APRIL 23, 1897,
FRIDAY.
Dear Papaand Mama

| am going to try to keep a sort of diary, writing a little each day
and posting it to you on Mondays and Thursdays. | think you will
like it better than writing all at once, as | am very likely to forget
things that happened several days before.

It isvery warm here today and | played golfin the a.m. with Louis
De Koven and beat him by one hole. | find that my driver is cracked
through and through and as it has only been used a few times | shall
send it to Schlazenger's to have a new head put on. He ought to do

it for nothing, as it was a bad piece of wood, and has not had any
rough use
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Saturday 24th

| went canoeing with Taddy in the am. and the river was lovely.
Wewent down to the Lawrences bridge and met the crews practicing.
They do not row well yet, but under Mr. Abbott's coaching they
ought to row splendidly in the races which take place early in June.

In the afternoon we watched an interesting game with the English
High Schooal. In the firgt five innings E.H.S. was ahead of us but we
braced up afterwards and finally beat them by a score of 8-5. Mr.
Peabody played very well today and he was greatly applauded when
he made a two base hit. It isvery warm here and | shall leave off my
westcoat tomorrow as | have been roagting today. | had a nice letter
from Aunt Doe today which | shall answer tomorrow. | shall try to
write to someone at Algonac once a week, as by writing to you every
day | have more time on Sunday.

Sunday. 25th.

| answvered Aunt Dodo's letter in the morning and after church
Edmund and | went to lunch at the Wharton's. We had roast-beef
cooked to aturn, and | think it isthefirst good meal | have had snce
April 13 th. After lunch wetalked asit wastoo hot to walk.

After afternoon service Mr. Gardiner gave us "googl€'; it is the
firgt time this year aswe have had tea through the win-

Monday. 26th

We had six periods in the morning today and nonein the P.M ., as
Mr. Lehmann the great English rowing coach came up to coach our
crews In the afternoon Taddy and | went out in the canoe, and were
gone over three hours. We went about 8 miles, far up the Squanna-
cook and up a great many rapids which were very exciting to shoat,
and we were amogt upst once, as the canoe was carried broadsde
on the current.

We went out after supper for the first time tonight and it is very
warm now.

With loads of love & kises FRANKLIN D. R.

Louis B. de Koven, Groton 1900, was a cousin of the composer, Reginald
de Koven. " ShlazngeR'S wes the New Y ork sparting*roods gare of
Sazonge and Sons at that rime at 6 Ead 15th Sredt. The great Endlish
rowing coach" was Mr R. C. Lehmann, coach of the Oxford censand
exponent of the" Lehmann groke" Hewasinvited to Harvard at atime
when that universty's rowing had sunk to a low ebb, and aceched there
from 1896 to 1898
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" Lastnightwehad alectureon
theamusementsof theRomans..."

[GROTON]
APRIL 27, 1897,
TUESDAY.

Dear Papaand Mama,

Lag night M r. Lehmann the English coach, gave us an informal talk
on rowing. He went to Cambridge with Mr. Peabody and as you
probably know, he is about the greates authority on rowing in the
world. Thetalk wasin Mr . Peabody's sudy and was very interesting;
he told us all about the training of die Oxford and Cambridge crews.
This morning | helped roll the tenniscourts which are being made
ready for use by all the boys who intend playing on them.

Wednesday. 28th

| am thinking of you today asarrivingin dirty Liverpool and getting
to London in the evening.

| wonder what hotel you are saying at?

Lag night we had a lecture by a Mr. Spalding on the amusaments
of the Romans. It was very interesting, and he gave us some very
interesting pictures and decriptions of their amphitheatres, chariot
races gladatorial combats, etc. It did not end till ten o'dock, so | am
rather despy tonight. This morning we were all in our sts at 7.20
a.m. & ready for breskfad, but as some misake was made, we did not
get breskfagt till nearly 8, so we had a nice play for half an hour.

This afternoon we had a good game of ball with the Technology
Sophomores. In thefirst inning by a great many errors we let them
get 9x runs which they increased to 12 before the 7th inning, while
we only made sx. But in the lag inning we did much better and made
four more runs but the game ended with a score of 12-10 in their
favour.

| am reading "Phroso," the new book by Anthony Hope It is
awfully exciting and | cannct leave it for one moment. Have you
read it?

Thursday.

| have been doing the usua things today and this p.m. we had a
bassball-ball in which my sde was beaten.

It istime for the mail so goodbye

With lots of love
FDR.
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Henry George Spaulding, then in his sixtieth year, was a prominent
Unitarian dergyman turned lecturer. He toured the United Sates and
Euragpe for years oesking on quch varied ubjeds as " Chrigian Art,"
"Famous Books and Famous Places” and ' The Podry of Robert
Browning." The " Techndogy Sophomores’ were from Massachusats
Inditute of Technology in Cambridge The American publication of
Anthony Hopes Phroso in 1897 followed by three years that author's
fabuloudy popular book The Prisoner of Zenda.

R e

" Itwasasort of prayer-meeting..."
[GROTON]

APRIL 30, 1897,
FRIDAY.
Dear Papaand Mama,

This morning | practiced bassbal on Hugh Minturn's team and |
think | am improving. This afternoon was a chair half-holiday, the
firg thisterm. Edmund and Ben Joy went out on the river with me,
and we had great fun, although it wasrather hot to do much paddling.
We came home about 4, and | kept score in a bassball game between
two of the cup teams

In the evening after tea | had a game of tennis with Goodwin.

| received a letter from Aunt Annie yeterday from Fairhaven She
was to have come up here tomorrow, but as some friends are going to
vist her, she will not come till sometimein May. | was al ddighted
to get aclipping from Aunt Doe, saying the " Teutonic" had been seen
of FCrookshaven.

Saturday M ay 1¢

| practiced basshal all morning, and this afternoon we had a game
with Phillip's Andover Academy. | am sorry to say that our team did
not diginguish itself and we were beaten 16-0. As Andover is aimogt
like a college and very big, we did not expect to beat her, but we did
not play well.

Sunday, May 2nd.

It is pouring here today and as we are to go to Groton for the firs
of the May sarvices after supper tonight, | am not looking forward to
along tramp in the rain. We had the usua service in the morning,
and evening schodl at 4 p.m. after which we went for afternoon tea
to Mr. Gardiner's We are to go to Groton in a barge, but we mugt
walk back.
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Monday. May 3rd

We all went to Groton last night in the barges and at 7.30 the service
began in the town-halL We sang several hymns and a Mr. Brent ot
St. Stephens Church Boston gave us a splendid address, on " How to
Pray," from the theatre-stage. It was a sort of prayer-meeting, and
the house was full. It ended at 8.30 and we all walked back in the
mud and dark. We areto go there every Sunday in May, Seit will be
very pleasant when the weather is warmer.

It is misty and muggy today and | shall stay in the house most of the
time unless it clears up. | am afraid you will shiver in damp rooms
for a few weeks at Nauheim & | hope you will not get cold. | have
just had a nice letter from Aunt Kasse & am glad to hear that the
baby has gained since we saw her.

With lots of love

F.D.R.
If you s any German colors which could be turned upside down into

Groton colors, you will know what to do with them!
F.D.R..

" Crookshaven" wasthe German port of Cuxhaven, down theriver from
Hamburg, at the mouth of the Elbe. A word about "the May services':
Every year the sthool sponsored Sunday evening services at the Groton
Town Hall; interdenominational, they were held each Sunday in May,
with the school attending: a good preacher was invited; and, in place of
Episcopal hymns, Pull for the Shore, Sailor, and theres of theM oody and
Sankey collection rolled out. The "barges' were wagons drawn by two-
horseteams; two long paralle bencheswer e st in the back, and each barge
carried about sixteen boys The preacher mentioned here was Charles H.
Brent; subssquent to his service at St Sephen's Church he was conse-
crated Missonary Bishop of the Philippine Idands and later headed
Pershing s staff of chaplainsin theFirs World War . Aunt Kassésbaby was
Sara R. P. Collier, now Mrs F. C. Fdlowes-Gordon; F.D.R. was her
godfather. Asfor the rather obscure remark about the " Groton colors'
(which werered, white, and black), they appeared to have had a similarity
to the German merchant marineflag of that era.

i

" The hat was $2.30 .. ."
[GROTON]

MAY 4, 1897,
TUESDAY.

Dear Papaand Mama,
There is not much going onjust now, and | have been loafing for
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sometime. The weather isvery warm, and a few duck trousers have
gppeared, but | shall not go into mine for sometimeyet.

Collins Se Fairbanks the Boston hatters came up here today, with a
large assortment of straw hats, cravats, etc. | bought a nicelight hat,
two Groton hat-ribbons and a Groton bow-tie. The hat was $2.50.

Wednesday May 5th.

| played ball with Goodwin in the a.m. and this afternoon watched
aball game with The Institute of Technology Freshmen in the after-
noon. They had a very strong team and although we led in the
beginning, they finally beat us 15-10. The nine is quite discouraged
asitisour fourth defest while we have only won twice. At this rate,
| am afraid we shall be beaten on the 29th when the eventful game is
to be played with St. Marks. | have had a boy develop my plates
and some of them are very successful. | am printing them myself, and
will send you the best.

Lathrop Brown, the boy who dislocated his knee while boxing last
term came back tonight and he still limps alittle.

My arm is better, but it still hurts me at times and | suppose it will
continue for severa months. Russell Sturgis came up for two days
to visit hisuncle; he has grown agood deal, but is still as shy and queer
as usud. The Sturgis family are going to Camp, about the 7th of July,
so we shall find them there when we go.

Thursday May 6th

| practiced ball in the am. and am printing some pictures from
plates. They are very successful.

| hope none of the Forbes were in the awful catastrophe at Paris.
Everyone here is talking about it. Americais not the only place for
big accidents

Yours with loads of love, and expecting a letter from you soon,

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

The Russdl Surgis mentioned here wasa brother of Beatrice (s p. 27);
hewas two years older than F.D.R. Edward Sturgis, a mager at Groton
from 18%4 to 1897, and S. Warren Sturgis, maser from 1891 to 1935,
were his half-uncles The " awful catastrophe' occurred in early May; it
was afirein a charity bazaar held in a building in the Rue Jean Goujon,
and over ahundred and fifty peoplewerekilled. HisAunt Dora, with her
late husband's two sge's hved in the Avenue de TAlma in Paris at this
time.



"lthasnocaptain butisa
republic.. ."
[GROTON]
MAY 7, 1897,
FRIDAY.
My dear Papa and Mama
| receved my first letters from you by tonight's mail. | was very
glad to hear that you had a smooth passage and that you knew so
many of the people on board. You mug have taken a very southerly
coure for this time of the year, & | suppose it made the voyage a little
longer, but aslong as you got to London on Wednesday night it did
not matter much.
| have been playing baseball all day, and | am on a new team which
is called the BBBB or Bum Base Ball Boys. It has no captain but is a
republic & is made up of about the worst players in the schoal.
Saturday May 8th
We played the Brookline High Schodl this afternoon, and | am
glad to sy we beat them 11-0. It quite cheered us up, as we have not
won for some time. We played very well, and as B.H.S. was the
champion in the School League lag spring we think it very creditable
to have beaten them o badly.
| went to the river to s my cance which came two days ago,
and | think it islovely. The colour is olive-green not dark-red asyou
ordered, but | like it aimost better, & my name is painted in gold on
each dde of thebow. | havenot usad it yet, as bassball takesup all the
time, but | expect to ue it a great deal as soon as swimming begins,
and itislikely to begin in a few days
Sunday May 9th.
| walked to the river this morning with Goodwin and saw the canoe,
which is lying bottom up with the other canoes on the grass by the
boat-house
The four paddies are very nice
Monday May 10th
Wewent to Groton lag night for the seoond of theM ay services We
had a very good service from a M r. Floyd Tompkins of Provividence
R.l. Thewalk waslovely and it was not too hot to be uncomfortable.
| havejust got your London letters and was delighted to hear that
Dr. Weber gave a good account of Papa. | uppose you did a great
deal of shopping with Mrs. Neale, but | was sorry to hear that Mrs.
Berkeley was not so well. | wonder if e is going to Nauheim? It is
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too bad that Cousin Bammie has stolen Toutou for the summer, but
| suppo=e it is too late to recover her!

We are having the first thunder-storm of the year & aswe have not
had rain for some time, it is most welcome. It is coming down in
buckets and | do not think we will be able to play a basebal game
after school, between our team and C. Lawrance's (I am writing this
in P.M. School instead of studying English)

The monthly marks are to come out on Saturday & | think | may
get second. It was a great surprise to me to hear that you are going
to Paris. | have wanted to go there every year but this year you are
going & | shal not be with you! Who carries the bags when | am
not there!

| have a photo which was taken at Easter in which | am on the
piazzain agroup. If it is good when developed | will send to you.

lovingly

FDR

We are just off for our first swim

The preacher a the seoond of the May sarvices was Dr Floyd Tomkins,
Rector of Grae Church, in Providence, who later asoended Phillips
Brooks old pulpit, at Holy Trinity, in Philadephia Dr Leonard Weber,
then presdent and consulting physcian of & Mark's Hospitd, in New

Y ork, is known to have besn consulted about Janes Roosevdt's heart

condition; but whether this referenceisto him or to some London spedidigt
isnot dear. "Mrs. Nede and Mrs. Berkeley" were English friends of the
Jmes Roosevdts, but no further information is avalable They later

(Ietter of April 19, 18%) gopear as "Mrs. O'Neil and Mrs. Barclay.”

AnnaRoosevdt, mentioned in the early Hyde Park "newsjournal," was
" Cousn Bammie"

ey
" We had to hold him up by the
hair until acanoecame..."
[GROTON]
MAY 11, 1897,
TUESDAY.

Dear Pgpa and Mama,

Yesterday afternoon we went swimming for the first time. The
water is quite warm but we were not alowed to day in more than
three minutes. | just had time to pess my swimming exam, which is
across the river and back again. | found it very essy, and severd other

boys pessad @ the same time.
%



Thisam. | rolled the tennis courts and M r. Gushing invited us to
his house to have some root-beer. My!, it taged good!

After lunch the choir took it's second half-holiday. | went out
canoeing with A.J. Drexel Paul; we used my canoe for thefirst time,
and it went splendidly. The four paddies were not marked;but | have
cut my namein them. We came back to the boat-house in time to go
in swimming. One of the new boys got halfway across the river and
got very tired, and we had to hold him up by the hair until a canoe,
came to the rexue  He was rather frightened and struggled a little,
but we managed to keep him up till the canoe came.

Wednesday M ay 12th

It has rained all morning until 12, and | then went out and helped
roll the tennis courts

After lunch a sami-professonal team came up from Ayer and we
beat them 7-2.

| intended to go out canoeing with Taddy but as the team came up
from Ayer we could not go.

Thursday May 13th

Eugene V. R. Thayer has taken my plates and will develop them
by Sunday, so | hope to be able to ssnd you some by my next letter,
but they may not turn out to be good, and if they are bad, | will have
some boy take me.

| am hoping to get letters from you by tonight's mail from Parisand
| am very anxious to hear how many new dreses you have bought
there 1 It is pouring here today, and as | having a gumboil which feds
about three fet in diameter, and as| had too much pudding at dinner,
| do not fed very cheerful.

| hope you won't go to any flimsy bazaars in Paris, as they are apt
to burn up!

We are thinking the chancss for winning the S. Marks game are
better and as it is only two wesks off we will not have much time to
improvein.

| wroteto Aunt Annietoday & shall writeto Grandpapa on Sunday.

With lots of love Se kises Ever

F.D.R.

"Mr. Cushing' was Grafton D. Cushing, mede at Groton from 1888to
1889 and 189 to 1906; heleft the schod to go into pdlitics and in 1915
was dedted Lieutenant Governor of Massachugts on the Republican
ticket. Hewas habitually referred to as" The General.”

e
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" The Negro lawyer told us of
what good Hampton isdoing..."
[GROTON]
MAY 14, 1897,
FRIDAY.
Dear Mamaand Papa,

Thisisthefirs day thisweek that it has not rained, and the B.B.B.B.
team took advantage of it to play the Carter'sLitdeLiver Pills, another
team which hasjust been born. Asthe CX.L.P.S got ahead of us at
first, our captain, (who is 6 ft 4 inches in his sockings) tore up the
sorecard and afterwards claimed to have won! The only ball that |
recaved, | nobly missed, and it landed biff! on my somach, to the
great annoyance of that intricate organ, and to the great delight of all
preent. The walls of my tummy caved in and a great panic ensued
ingde, smilar to the Paris bonfire, only that a thunderbolt causd
my catasrophe Excuse all this tummy rot, but | have no larger
change

By the way, lagt night we had a great shindy. A quartet of negroes,
& anegro lawyer, & an Indian soldier, and one paleface, all came up
from Hampton Ingtitute, which you have probably heard of. It is
for the Education of Negro and Indian young men & women at
Hampton, Virginia.

The negro quartet sang splendidly, and all had really fine voices
They gave us some fine old negro hymns, and a few funny songs The
Indian soldier gave us a fine gpeech which he had learned by heart,
but he got duck in the middle of it. The Negro lawyer next told us
of what good Hampton is doing among the negroes He has argued
before the Court of Appeals at Washington, and is very prominent in
his own date

Saturday May 15th

| have served off my first black-mark today, and | am very glad |
got it, as | was thought to have no schodl-spirit before. Old Nutter
Barbarossa gave it to me for talking in the schoolroom.

Weplayed Hopkinson thisP.M . and we had a splendid victory with
agore of 17-8. As Hoppy is about the beg team in the School League
about Bogton, we may be said to have about the bet sthod team in
Mass. and if we werein the league we would probably win.

Sunday May 16th

| wroteto Toutou and Grandpapa today, but | have not heard from
Algonac for two weeks. Will you let me take 50 cents out of your
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money to help the negroes at Hampton ? We got up a subscription for
them & | have already given 50 cents

Toutou wrote Taddy that she may come up here for a few daysthis
term, and Taddy hopes to be able to stay over a Seamer 0 as to se
her a few days

Monday, M ay 17th

As Mr. Gardner's servants were busy yesterday afternoon, we did
not go over to his house for google. In the evening we went to the
town-hall for the 3rd May service A Mr. Parks, of Emmanuel
Church Boston gave us a very good sermon. | walked both ways
with Taddy, and asit was cool wefound it very pleasant.

The new boyswere drilled today for the parade on Decoration Day,
and it is quite difficult.

We went in swimming today and it was great fun, as we were
allowed to gay in longer as the water is a good deal warmer, | had a
nice swim across the river and back.

| have just recaived your second Paris letter, and you mugt be having
alovely timethere.

| am afraid you will find it rather cold at Nauheim for the next few
weeks, as even here we have not had any very war m weather.

With lots of love

F. D. ROOSEVELT

The captain of the BBBB's—which had apparently aeesed to be arepublic
—wes Frands B. Biggs Groton 1899, the founder of Indian Mountain
Shod in Lakeville, Conn. According to Mr Gardner, he was actually
6 fegt 6 inches while at shod. The Negro lawyer who ke was
acoordingtothe Grotonian;a" Mr. Walker" ; following hisvist a subsrip-
tion of 124 ddlarswesraisad. (Booker T. Washington wes a0 a frequent
kg a the shod) Donor of the black-mark which pressved
F.D.R.'s ghod sirit wes Charles R. Nutter, a mede from 18%4 to
1900. He was the arganig, trained the chair, and had a sharp manner.
His nickname wes deriptive, for he boeged a very prominent red
beard. Dr Ldghton Parks of Emmanud Church, was one of the early
trudess of the sthod; Pesbody, while gill a thedlogical gudent, had
asged him at his church. On Decoration Day the boys marched in
formation in the town parade their aogume beng blue coats white
ducks and graw hats
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" | tried upsetting my canoeand
founditgreat fun.."
[GROTON]
MAY 18, 1897,
TUESDAY.
Dear Papa and Mama,

Themonthly markswereread out today, and | got 3rd in theform.
My mark was 7.98, the next highest | have ever had. Krumbhaar as
uual was firs and Laurie Rainsford was second, and | was only 3
points below him.

Dan Draper tdls me that Aunt Nelly is coming up here on Friday
with his mother, and Aunt Annie is coming up on Saturday. Also
Mr . Gladwin hashad aletter from Cousin Bammie, saying that sheis
coming up on the 4th of Junewith Helen, so you s 1 shall have plenty
to do, as the S. Marks game comes on the 29th and the chair fegtival
on the 8th.

| went swimming in the P.M with Taddy and we had great fun, as
thewater isa good deal warmer and we were allowed to day in alittle
longer.

Wednesday M ay 19th

We played the team from Ayer again today, as the New Hamp-
shire College team, which we intended to play today could not
come.

The game was uninteregting and we beat them easly. | left before
the end and went swimming; | tried jumping from my canoe and
upsetting it, and | found it great fun, although the srong current made
it hard work to get back to the float.

We had drill after suppe on Monday & Tueday, but we did not
have it today. | am in Company B and just in front of Edmund. We
have to wear duck trousers blue coats and sraw hats on Decoration
Day and | am afraid it will be pretty hot walking down to Groton in
the heat of the afternoon, and as it has bean very cool so far during
May, | suppaeit will bepiping later on.

Thursday M ay 20th

It istill cool today, and we are having the usual routine.

Aunt Nelly comes tomorrow evening but as she arrives late | will
not s her till Saturday. | wrote to Aunt Dodo today Sel had a nice
letter from her yesterday and one today from Ellie Roosevelt who says
all arewell at Hyde Park & the dogsarc clipped like lions. Aunt Doe
st me my grey suit, & | have recaived the lovely night-cloths from
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Else | think them very pretty & nice & shall begin wearing them in

afew weeks
Withlove & haste,

F.D.R.

The report for May 15,1897, placed him third in a dess of sixteen, with
an average mark of 7.98, as noted. His best ajects were French, with
agade of 9, and Latin with 898. Punctuality and Neainess were noted
for a 10 and a 933 regpectively. That one black-mark was registered
opposite the heading Decorum. “Very good,” remarked the Rector.
"Dan Draper" was George Draper, Groton 1899, ason of theMrsWilliam
Draper mentioned earlier. He became an expert on infantile paraysis, and
was F.D.R.'s doctor during the years when the latter was recovering from
that dssee  His former wife is the well-known interior decorator,
Dorothy Tuckerman Draper. At Roseddle, the family home not far from
Hyde Park, lived Ellen ("Ellie") Roosevet, daughter of RD.R*s
paternd uncle, John Aspinwall Roosevelt. She was American Ladies
Nationa Singles tennis champion in 1890 (at a time when the game was
both geographicaly confined and physicaly redrained), and with her
dder Grace won the Doubles championship thet same yeer.

o

"It was the last square meal |
will get..
[GROTON]
MAY 21, 1897,
FRIDAY.
Dear Pgpa and Mama,

| received your lovely letter from Nauheim today and | am so glad
you find it warm & plessant there. It must seem rather queer to you
not having the big sitting-room but you do not need it at all, as you
will be out all the time. | thinks Frau Juggernaut must have reformed,
asyou sy the same Gretchen is there again.

Poor baby Theodore, | pity him if he has just his popper's ears, but
| hope he won't inherit his pas mannerslt (Don't tell our worthy
humbug | sad so!) Tell him "I go not to Nauheim nex yeear wedcr
he permit me or no!" (Don't show this to Pgpa as he may get rebel-
lious and leave at once!) The Graphics & Punch are a great delight
to the whole school and they are engaged for weeks ahead. If | charged
.05$% acopy | would make my fortune.

Aunt Nelly & Mrs. Draper get here at 7 p.rn & | hope they will
come to the parlor. | went canoeing this p.m with Taddy and it was
too cold for swimming, so we went quite far.
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Saturday May 22nd

| have a lot to tell you today so | will begin with last night. Aunt
Nelly & Mrs. Draper cameto parlor and | wentinto parlor with both
the younger & the older boys and had along chat with Aunt Nelly.
Sheis to day till Monday and did not know that Aunt Annie was
comingtoday. After morning school today, | went over to the Powell
cottage & met Aunt Annie there at 12.30 | then took her all over the
school and showed everything & at 1:30 | lunched with her. After-
wards | showed her the chapel & we walked about till 3 p.m. when
had to leave. She expected to get to Fairhaven at 7. & meet Uncle
Fred there. They had been buying furniture for the little house, in
Boston & are very busy getting it ready. | then went to the Whitney
cottage and went for along drive with Aunt Nelly, Mrs. Draper &
George, we went about 15 miles and were gone nearly 3 hours. We
passad through avillage, whose dreets were lined wi th horse-chestnuts
trees in blossom and they reminded me of Nauheim.

Aunt Nelly brought Edmund & me each atwo |b. box of candy,
and mine has amost disappeared between the dormitory & my
appetite (whichisnot small).

We did not play any game today and most of the team are laid up
and are saving up for St. Marks on Saturday next.

Sunday May 23rd

Mr. & Mrs Bowditch are up here and Mr. B. sang a very fine
anthem in church thismorning. The altar was covered with beautiful
lilacsandlooked lovely.

I lunchedwith AuntNelly & Edmund & Edwin Corningwerethere
aso. We had real spring chicken & strawberries, & you may imagine
that | gorged every moment | was there, as it was the last square meal
| will get till Cousin Bammie comes on the 4th. At 5 p.m. | drank
severd barrels of Google & Root-beer at Mr. G's so | am full to over-
flowing now.

Monday. May 24th

We went to the 4th May Service at Groton yesterday, and the
sarvice was given by Rev. Arthur Lawrence of Boston. | walked
both wayswith Taddy, & although Aunt Nelly & Mrs. Draper were
there we did not s them, as the crowd was great.

| enclose aletter for Mrs. Astor which Taddy aks you to send her
as he does not know the address.

| went over to the Whitney's after breakfast today to say goodbye to
AuntNelly, and | persuaded Taddy to gotoo, althoughit wasastruggle.
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It is showery here today, but we had splendid weather before of
which | was glad, as Aunts Annie & Nelly were here.

| have been trying hard to have the photo developped, but so far
Thayer has not had time, but he is going to show me how tomorrow
& | hopeto be ableto snd you one by the next mail

| have worn my duck-trousers severa times already, but | have not
gone into summer flannelsyet, as so far we have not had any really
warm weather.

The BBBB team washot a suocess & bud, so | am back in my old
place on Minturn's, but as the races come on Friday there is not more
baseball as the river is the great attraction in June.

| have not heard what deamer you are coming home by, whether
the 23rd or the 30th or when you leave Nauheim, so | shall address my
next letter Baring'sin caseeyou leave early.

With loads of love

FDR

" Frau Juggernaut,” " Gretchen," and " Theodore" were Nauheim folk

now swallowed up in the pagt, along with the highly personal alusons

made here. The Bowditches who sang were the parents of Edward

Bowditch, junior, Groton 1899; they were an Albany family, "very

musical," and frequendy sang at the school. The Rev. Arthur Lawrence,

afirst cousn of Bishop Lawrence's, was rector of the Episcopal church in

Stockbridge. Concerning the letter for Mrs Agtor, it may be noted that

thiswasMrsWilliam B. Astor, at that period known simply as" /teMrs.

Agtor." She was Taddy's grandmother; her daughter, Helen Schermer-

horn Astor (who had died four years earlier), had been James Roosevelt

Roosevdt's first wife and an aunt of Vincent Astor, on whose yacht
Nourmahal F.D.R. holidayed after hiselection in 1932.

el

" All expected a big talkingto . . ."
[GROTON]
MAY 25, 1897,
TUESDAY.
Dear Papa and Mama,

| received a letter today from Mr. Dumper, who sys he is very well
& getting on nicely at &. Paul's. He st you hiskind regards.

The ssoond crew races were held today, and | am glad to sy the
Hemenway's beat the Sguannacooks by almost four lengths. The
erew rowed very well and the time was about the lowest ever made
by a second crew. It was 6 min. 30 ssoondsover amileand \ course,
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After dinner today M r . Peabody called the choir into his gudy and
all expected a big talking to, but he surprised and délighted us by say-
ing that he had decided to let the choir go to Southboro' for the game
next Saturday. Asonly the5th Se6th forms& theleadersof thelower
formsarc allowed to go generally, wewere very much pleasd.

After therace we had alovely swim and the water is much war mer
than it was two weeks ago.

Wednesday M ay 26th

We played basball this am. and beat Charley Lawrances team
quite badly.

This p. m. we played Gushing Academy which we were to have
played las Saturday and we had a splendid victory with a score of
5-1. As Cushing Academy beat . Marks 7-4, we have hopes of
winning next Saturday's game.

Thursday May 27th

| developped the phato's this morning and the one of me is pretty
good, but asthesun isnot out today | cannot print any picturesfor this
mail. The one of our houseis splendid, Se | will send you all the good
ones by next mail.

Aunt Annie snt me a regular feas yesterday from New Bedford.
It is composed of a |b. of figs, 2 Ibs of dates 1 doz. oranges and a box
of ginger-snaps. Y ou may imagine that Taddy is ddighted to have
something to eat, but | am almogt as bad.

It ispouring heretoday and | am spending the timefilling an empty
void with Aunt Anni€e's supplies | do not know what | should do
without them.

We havejust begun the 2nd book of Geometry Se are way ahead
of lag year's 3rd form. Tomorrow are to be the races on Saturday
the big game Se on Monday the Decoration Day parade & possbly
Helen Se Cousn Bammie come on Wednesday, so | shall have plenty
to tell you in my next letter.

Wi ith lots of love Se kises

F. D. ROOSEVELT

The Hemenways and the Squannacocks wer ethetwo Groton dub crews
theformer named in honour of Augugus Hemenway, thelatter adopting
aregional |ndian name
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" Pleasedon't makeany marearrange-
mentsfor my futurehappiness. .."
[GROTON]
MAY 28,1897,
FRIDAY.
Dear Papa and Mama,

This am. the nine had it's final practice before the game, and the
whole school asssmbled and cheered each player. The catcher, Harry
Markoeisin our form and as heisvery good, you may imagine that
we are proud of him.

| am very sorry to hear that you refused CousnBammi€' sinvitation
for the 4th and asyou told me | ¢ make my own plans and as Helen
writes me thereisto be a large party Se lots of fun on the 4th, | shall
try to arrange it with Cousin B. next Wednesday. Please don't make
any more arrangements for my future happiness

Theracsswerehdd thisp.m and | went to the finish with Taddy in
my canog® Amid shouts & chexrs the crews came round the lagt turn
with the Squannacooks leading by about half a length. They rowed
beautifully and they crossed the line with the Squanny's about 6 feet
ahead of the Hemenways. The latter made a splendid spurt near the
end and if the race had been a hundred feet longer they w® surdly have
won.

Groton 5 S. Marks 7

Saturday May 29th

Weleft hereat 10.30 in barges & went to Ayer, wherewetook train
to Marlborough and had lunch there. We then drove over to South-
boro, about 2 miles and got there about 5 minutes after the game had
begun. We played splendidly & at the end of the 2nd inning the score
wasGroton 2 St.M. 1 & at theend of the 4th it wasGroton 5 St.M . 1.
In the next 2 innings they made 2 runs, & in the 8th inning by a few
good hits & some errors on our Sde they managed to make 4 runs,
while in the lag inning no runs were made by ether 9de We were
aure of winning in the beginning, but a few unlucky chances decided
it. Eventhe . Markerswere obliged to acknowledge that we played
a better game than they did & that they won by pure luck. It istoo
bad for George Clark that we were beaten as this is the sscond
year he has been captain & been beaten. We do not fed very
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badly about it as it was so dose & nothing can wipe out 46-0 last
autumn.

After the game | found Lyman 6c he showed me over the school,
which | don't like half as much asours It isdark & damp and dirty
indde with bare gone walls & | think the cubides are horrid. We
came back by way of Clinton where we waited half an hour & | got
a da & ome maplesugar. We arrived at the schod at 815 & had
uppe & went to bed right afterwards.

Sunday M ay 30th

Everyoneishoars here today from yesterday's cheering, so you may
imagine that the snging was not A .1 . today.

| am sending you 3 photos by this mail, & you will notice that the
one of Lyman & me is cut short. It was taken with Taddy in the
group with us but | suppose that he had such a halo round his head
that it scared theplate; but theresult isnot edifying asthereisonelarge
blank above his waist, & it is not pleasant to se pair of long legs
ambulating alonein the photo. Itisalovely day here & not too warm
& | am taking lifeeasy & | do not intend to drain my brain. Thereis
some talk of getting up two crews from the second 8c third forms & if
they do | shall try for the Hemenway one.

Tomorrow we are to go to Groton to help decorate the soldier's
graves

Monday M ay 31¢

We went to the lag of the May services & had a good sermon from
aMr. Rev. Hodges of Bogon & | had a pleasant walk both wayswith
Taddy, whoisvery wdl*

Owingtopouringrain thisa.m. wedid not take the holidy but shall
have it thefirst fine morning.

This p.m we went down to Groton in barges and formed in front
of the town-hall. The veterans then came out and we marched past
them and out to the cemetery which is about half a mile from the
village. There we dishanded & had lemonade & oranges while the
graves were being decorated. We then marched back to the village
& dishanded. The effect was very fine, as the whole school was divided
into two companies & everyone wor e duck trousars, blue coats, straw-
hats and Groton ties

After disbanding, Taddy & | bought some maple-sugar & got some
sda & then walked home together.

This evening Ex. Gov. Boutwell who was Sact, of Treasury under
Grant gave us a long talk on Gen. Grant, which was very interegting
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and als spouted a long piece of praose by some creature by the name
of Rufus Choate.
If tomorrow isfine we will not have lesonsin the am
[no dgnature]

TheGroton-S Mark'ssareisframed in a heavy ink border. " Lyman"
was his cousn Lyman Ddano, previoudy noted. Like mog of the
minigerswho wereinvited to Graton, Dr George Hodgeswas a dose ac-
quaintance of Peabody. After a period as Rector of Calvary Church, in
Pittsourgh, he returned to beoome Dean of Cambridge Thedlogical
Sthod, where he remainad for twenty-five years George Sewall
Boutwdl, who gave the shod the "long talk on Gen. Grant,” was a
native son, having begun his carer in Groton village He sudied law
there, and was detted Governor of Massachusts in 1851, Subssquendy
he |&ft the Demoarats and became one of the faunde's of the Republican
Part?/. He represmted Massachusdts in Congress during and after the
Civil War, ssved as Grant's Saretary of the Treasury from 1869 to 1873,
and for four yearsthereafter was United Sates Smatar from Massachusdts
Hereurned to Groton, full of yearsand honours and died therein 1906,
One of Boutwdl'sgreat iddswasthe famaus lawyer, Rufus Choate, who
had bean Danid Webgte's 2uesr in the United Sates Smate

000-
" Wegot out on amossy bank,
andhadadeliciousfeadt. . ."
[GROTON]
JUNE 1, 1897,
TUESDAY.

Dear Papaand Mama

We dudied only two periods this am to make up for not having
our holiday yeterday morning, and | played bassball before lunch.
This p.m as we had no sthool, | went out canoeing with Taddy and
we got out on a mossy bank, and had a ddlicious feast, compased of
dates maple sugar and googlewhich Taddy got in thevillage yesterday.
| had to return at 445 as a man came up from Boston to rehearse for
the choir-festival on the 9th. We did about half the work before tea
& finished it afterwards. He thought we did very well and were
about the beg choir he had heard this year.

Wednesday. June 2nd

| played base-ball all morning and find that | am getting better, than
was at firdt.

| was surprised not to get your letter by Saturday's seamer and |
uppee it missd the mail.
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Cousin Bammie & Helen got here at 4 p.m. and we showed them
all over the sthool, and took them to sse M r. Peabody, Mr . Gladwin
was very attentive and M r. Griswold went to St. Pauls School today
& does not get back till tonight. W e had teawith them & went into
the parlor aloneto s them after prayers.

Thursday June 3rd

We breskfaged with Cousn Bammie at 7.30 and left them at 815
for school. They go to &. Paul's today for Commemoration Day &
Cousin Theodoreis to speak there today & heretomorrow.

They go to Boston from Concord & thence to Oyster Bay. | have
arranged to go to them for two days, probably the 3rd & 4th of July.

We had the June sysem of sudy begun today. We have three
periods, from 830 to 11.15, & then 15 minutes reces in which we
have crackersto eat. Then 3 more periods from 11.30to 1.20 & lunch
right after. In this way we get the whole afternoon free which is
plendid, as it gives a good chance for canoeing and swimming.
Cousin B. brought us each a 2 Ib. box of candy so we are well off in
the line of victuals

| am afraid Warren cannot get in this year, & there ssams to have
been some migake, as M r. Jefferson how says he gands about 65th!
ingead of 37th so he will g¢and very little show even for next year.

Your letter hasnot come yet but | shall expect to get one tomorrow
by Wednesday's sgeamer.

Ever with lots of love

F.D.R.

"Mr. Griswold" wesClifford S. Griswold, a meger at the shod from
189 to 1936. He was extremdy aggresve in manner, played a violent
game of football, and wes generdly known as "Push” "Coudn
Theodore' was of courss Theodore Roosevdt.  The mention of his
ooudn Warren Ddano Robhbins difficulty in getting into Groton brings
up the quegtion of the Groton waiting ligs By this time the schod had
become popular, and each sucessve dass had ever-larger numbers of boys
entered; snee the forms were gtrictly limited in 9ze this meant that only
those well up on the lig were taken. Priority of enrdment was what
counted, and as time went on it became cusomary for Groton fatha'sto
rush to thetdegraph dficeand enter thar snsimmediatdy after birth.

<~e~>
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" Cousin Theodoregaveusa
splendidtalk on hisadventures"
[GROTON]
JUNB 4, 1897,

FRIDAY.
Dear Papaand Mama

Cousin Theodore came today and wants me to say with him for
July 4th, so | have decided to divide my time at Oyster Bay between
him and Cousn Bammie.

| went canoeing with Taddy this p.m. and we had ancther maple-
ugar feast about two miles from home.

After supper tonight Cousin Theodore gave us a lendid talk on
his adventures when he was on the Police Board. He kept the whole
room in an uproar for over an hour, by telling uskilling gories about
policemen and their doingsin New York.

My plans so far are to gpend Tueday the 29th at Fairhaven & to
takethe Fall River boat to New York & go to Algonac for Wednesday
& Thursday; to Hyde Park on Friday & Oyder Bay on Saturday.
Then to Barrytown on Monday and to megt you in N.Y on Wednes
day. | have to go to so many places that | will not have long at any
one of them, but if necessary | can shorten my visit to Barrytown Se go
there after you come back for the day asit is so near us

Saturday June5th

This am after sthod the pictures of the schod were taken. Firg
came the large photo of the whole schod assambled in front of the new
building on the geps of the left door. After that came the one of the
graduating dass then of the base-ball nine & finally one of the editors
of the Grotonian.

Thisp.m. | went bird-negting with Laurie Rainsford in the swamp
near the pond. We were fortunate enough to find a net of the
Summer Warbler with 4 eggs We each to [took] one and as the neds
are quite rare we were very much pleasd.

When | got back Mrs. Goodwin invited meout totea& | had avery
good meal!!

(I am quite full now)

Sunday June 6th

Lag night Dr Rainsford gave the older boys a very interesting talk
on tramps and today he preached a splendid sermon. The singing was
very weak but we have not done much practicing for Sundays as all
our time has been taken up preparing for the fegtival next Wednesday.
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Edmund & | lunchedwith Mrs. Goodwin & filled up again. After-
noon service was again held in the chapel and we are all very glad, as
itisarather longwalk to Grotonin June.

Monday June 7th

It iscloudy & cool here today but | went into my summer flannels
yesterday & | do not feel much difference today. | played ball this
p.m & it is very nice having every afternoon free, although it is a
pretty long pull in the morning

Thank you so much for the Paris Herald it is always most welcome.

Ever with lots of love

F.D.R.

Barrytown was the Hudson village a few miles north of Hyde Park

wher e Seen Valetje, the home of hisgreat-uncle Franklin Hughes Delano,

wasdtuated. Theetatehad cometo thelatter asa gift from hisfather-in-
law, William B. Astor, and passd in turn to Warren Delano | 1. The
father of F.D.R'sdassmates Laurence and Kerr Rainsford was Dr William

S. Rainsford, Rector of St George's Church, in Stuyvesant Square, in

New York City. During his twenty-three-year ministry at St George's

Dr Rainsford put that church back on itsfeet, and built himsdlf a notable

reputation as aleader not only in religious but in civicreform crdes. He

was an honest and outspoken critic. Among the many projects which he
ingtituted was a misson for the down-and-out in Avenue A in New York.

The"ParisHerald" wasthe English-language newspaper founded not long

after the Civil War by that geniusof American journalism James Gor don
Bennett.

" | wasthelast of the Sopranos.. ."
[GROTON]
JUNE 8, 1897,
TUESDAY.
Dear Papaand Mama,

Thisp.m. after lunch M r. Nutter gave the choir it'sfinal instructions
for the Festival. We are to be the last choir in the procession and as
we St next the congregation it is quite a post of honour.

I went out on theriver with Taddy for an hour and then came back
and had an exciting game of tennis with Goodwin. | succeeded in
beating him and | think | am playing [? well], | am going to Oyster
Bay to stay with the Theodore Roosevelt's on Friday July 2nd & shall
stay there all Monday. | go to Hyde Park for 1%hours (!) on Friday
Morning, but as| have to catch die 4.15 train for Oyster Bay | shall
not se the boat-race in the p.m.
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Wednesday June Sth

WeleaveviaAyer at 3. p.m. & | shal tell you all about it tomorrow
aswedo not get back till after midnight & | shall betoo degpy towrite
then!

Thursday June 10th

We got to Boston yesterday at 4 p.m and | have never ssm anything
liketheway it poured. Wewalked in therain to the Shaw M onument,
which asyou probably know was unveiled the other day. Wethought
it very fine & after that we got a soda and some candy, most of which
| succeeded in upsdting in the dregt-car. We then went to the
Chadwick's house (their boy ishere & in my form) & had a delicious
repast. We got to S. Paul's Church at 7 & the service began at 7.30.
We all wore school badges on our aurplices & the plan of the church
was this.

ALT AR 1

[T SReAN
GROTON o 4—l GROTON

CONGREGATNJA/A CONGRE GATION

AFNTVY

L
STREET

We came in from a little chapd through the door in the upper
righthand corner & followed the arrowed aide | was the lag of the
Sopranos & had the s=t next the aide, with Howard Cary on the
opposte sde of the aide My st is dotted & Edmund sat hext me on
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theleft. The congregation wasjust back of me & weweretold that we
were the ssoond best choir there. There were some splendid sdlos &
altogether it went off vesy well. It ended at 9 p.m. &c we took the
trolley to the gation where we waited till 10.20. We had sandwiches
& milk from the schodl inthetrain & got to Ayer at 11.30p.m. where
we found it sill pouring & we got to the schodl at 12.15 Thursday |
We had ginger-bread & milk & tumbled into bed at 12.30 We had
toget up at 6.50 asusual & | am moredead than alivetoday.

It is ill raining today and everything is soaking wet but | suppose
itisgood for thecrops

With lots of love

FDR.

Excuse pape but | have no other
4 weeks mor el

Showing an equedtrian figure surrounded by trogps the Shaw Memorial
on Boston Common isane of thefinest examples of thework of Augustus
Sant-Gaudens The monument was erected in memory of Colond Rabert
Gould Shaw, who wes killed in the Civil War while leading the 54th
Messachusts Regment—notable because it wes the firg date regiment
of Negro sddig's to fight in the war. F.D.R's dasmae E. Gery
Chadwick, wes a desiendant of Elbridge Gerry, the natable Revolu-
tionary figure dgne of the Dedaration of Independence Governar of
Massachugets and VicePresdent of the United Sates This letter was
written on ruled schod natebook paper.

" Juneisnot very encouraging
for hardwork. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
JUNE | I, 1897,
FRIDAY.
Dear Papa and Mama,

It is quite warm today and everything is soaking from the hard
rains of the lag few days | played tennis this p.m. with Goodwin and
succeded in beating him. Two boys went out in a very wide row-
boat and the river was 0 high that they upsst, and the boat got
jammed under afallen tree. They could not get it out so had to walk
home about 3 miles. The rector on hearing of it forbade the bays in
the 3 lower forms from going on theriver till it went down, without
amader.
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Saturday June 12th

| played tennisin both theam. & p.m. and | had i Black Mark to
sarve off which " Old Six Black Marks'" (Mr. Abbott) gave me.

| shall snd next Sunday's letter to Queenstown & | hope you will
get it before leaving there.

Sunday June 13th

For awonder the snging wasvery good today, and aM r. Codman
gave us a glendid solo. When we went to church there was not a
cloud in the ky but when we came out it waspouring. | waited till it
sopped & got home perfecdy dry. Exams begin a week from next
Thursday and | shall begin tomorrow to work for them. Juneis not
very encouraging for hard work asthereisso much to do out of doors.
| am sorry you didn't want me to go to Oyster Bay for the 4th but |
had already acoepted Cousin Theodor€'s invitation & | shall enjoy it
very much, and shall go to Seen Valetje on Monday the 5th. | shall
expect to get some money by cheque from you to defray the expenss
of my varied traves (!) as | have only 35 cents to my name!

It rained again this p.m, and we have now had nearly a week of
rainy weather. | have developped another picture of our house taken
from the Southern end of thelawn. It isvery good with puppy & my
bicyde in the foreground.

M onday June 14th

We had two thundersorms again today, and thisp.m. | ordered the
pictures of the school. They are very good and quite cheap.

Lag night Mr. Codman & aMrs. Keenesang in the schoolroom. [t
was very good and they both had very fine voices

| am so sorry you have refused Cousin Bammi€'s invitation and |
wish you had let me make my own plans asyou sad. Asit is | have
acoepted the Theodor€e's invitation and | hope you will not refuse that
too.

With lots of love & kises

FRANKLIN D R.

Thiswasthefirg of many lettersusng aregular " Groton Schod" Ietter-
heed, printed in blue and d< in red. Mr John Codman, of Bogton, an
acguaintance recendy reported, " will ang for you today if you ak him."
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" | should bein anicefix with-

out any cash —"
[GROTON]

JUNE 15, 1897
TUESDAY.
Dear Mama and Papa,

| am thinking of you as soon leaving S. Bladen, and | hope you have
had good weather there as other years we had a good deal of rain,
and it is a place wher e one wants to be out all the time.

We had ancther thunderstorm today and | think this soring has
been very good for the crops as we have had a good deal of rain and
no frog late in the ssesn.

| went out canoeing with Taddy in the p.m. and we took some
google and figs with us

Wednesday June 16.

| dudied alittlein the p.m and then went out to observe birdswith
Kerr & Laurie Rainsford. We did not sse many birds, but it israther
late in the sesn to s many; we ended up at the river and had a
delightful swim. Thecurrent is gill quite swift from the recent rains,
and it isall one can do to swim againg it. Y ou need not worry about
my getting drowned, as there is always a mader therein a canoe who
watchesus

Thursday June 17th

| shall s you in 3 wesks more and shall come down theriver by
the 5 am train, so as to mest you on the wharf.

Yeserday and today have been the hottest days we have had, and
it begins to be quite likeJune. | went swimming in the p.m and had
great fun.

| have not recaeived any money from you yet, but | hope to soon,
as| should bein anicefix without any cash and should have to borrow
ome from Aunt Annie. | am afraid the halidayswill be rather muddled
up asyou have written onething & | another; but | supposeit will all
come draight in the end.

| will only be able to ssnd you one more letter to Queenstown.

Ever with loads of love & kisses de hugs
F.D.R.
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" Examsbegin on Thursday & 1
donotfeel at all confident..."
GROTON SCHOOL
JUNE 18, 1897,
FRIDAY.
My dear M ama and Papa,

| forgot to tell you in my lagt letter about my trying for the reading-
prize. The four or five best readers in each of the 3 lower forms met
in the music-room to have a trial to choose the 2 best readers in each
form, who compete later. |, like a donkey, after being chosn to try
as one of the four, read a piece of poetry from " Romeo and Juliet"
which was fearfully hard; as a consquence | was not chosn to
compete.

| have been playing tennis all afternoon till 5 o'dock when | had a
delightful dip in theriver.

Saturday June 19th.

A man came round today with ddicious srawberriesand | indulged
in abox for $.15. It ssemed quite like home getting good grub again,
but next Monday being prize-Day we shall have areal feed.

| had a good swim in the p.m and played tennisthe res of thetime.

Sunday June 20th

After church today Edmund & | went to lunch with Mr. Amory
Lawrence. We had great fun, and | managed to sow away 3 good
helps of real roag-bed, two huge chunks of strawberry-shortcake and
ij botdes of ginger-ale beddes a ton or so of other other [sic] odds
& ends Wegayed till time for afternoon sarvice & then walked home.
We had several showers during the morning but it wasfine afterwards.
| wroteto Else & Aunt Jennie & | will only have 2 hoursat H.P. on
Friday before going to Oyster Bay & then to Seen Valetje on Monday
early.

Monday June 21¢

Only one week to Prize Day! | hope to get the lateness prize and
the high-kick medal. Exams begin on Thursday & | do not fed at all
confident. | am afraid | shall fail in Gresk & Geometry, but lats of
fdlows are going to fail Greek as" old Abbott" has given us an awful
lot more than we can possbly do in the last 2 weeks. | do hope you
will have a good passage & you may expect me on the dock early
Wednesday morning. | am afraid you will not get this letter as it
goss by the Britannic | think & if soyou will get to Queenstown before
she does  The monthly marks come out tomorrow & | think | shall
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be 4th or 5th as | have not done so well this month. With tons of love
& kises & looking forward to the 7th
Affectionately
F.D.R.

The crowning event of the Groton year was" Prize Day," the graduation.
It involved an assembly of the whole schodl in the gymnasum, with
remarks from the trusgess and other notables, and one long address
followed by luncheon in the dining-room, at which timethe various prizes
were awarded. No diplomas were given in F.D.R.'s day. Amory
Lawrence was a brother of Bishop Lawrence; he had a 'between-season'
placeat Groton which waslater purchased by theWhartons." Aunt Jennig,"
who married Warren Delano | | |, was the daughter of a very prominent
and propertied Baltimorean, Henry Walters, founder of the Walters Art
Gallery. After the death of his wife he became accusomed to having his
daughter's acting as hotess and companion in her place, and received with
congderable displeasure the news that Jennie was contemplating marriage.
This digpleasure became very consderable after the engagement became a
fact: Jennie was asked to leave her father's home and not return to it until
she had altered her plans;, and since she did not choose to do o, she was
disinherited upon hisdeath. Her brother Harry Walters, however, shared
the inheritance with her later. This was the lag letter written during
F.D.R.'sfirst year at Groton. Hisfinal report, dated June 19,1897, placed
himfourth in adass of seventeen, with an average of 7.86, which the Rector
termed " Very satifactory.” He failed in only one examination, Greek;
the Geometry mark was 65. His summer was pent at Hyde Park and
Campobello; in September he entered the fourth form at Groton.

e

" J took him to the nurseto be
rubbed. . ."
[GROTON]
SEPT. 23, 1897,
THURSDAY.
Dearest Papa and Mama
Just a line to say that Warren is getting on splendidly here and |
think he likes it immensely. Yesterday afternoon he went out to play
foot-ball while I took my Greek exam, and when | finished | found
that he had quite covered himself with glory as he had been stepped
on in the small of his back and had a bruised eye. He was very plucky
about it, and | took him to the nurse to be rubbed.
He got on very well with his lessons, and also knows a number of
the boys already.
All the new boys went into M r. Peabody'if study last night, but |
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have not yet heard the result of the interview, as | have not sn
Warren yet,

| don't think there is a chance of Warren's being homesick until
after Thanksgiving anyway, & | don't think he will be at all. All
(G. Low & afew others excepted) of the new kids ssam to be excep-
tionally decent. Two horribly clever boys have entered my form, so
they will put me a few places lower, as one of them led his form at
S. Marksfor two years

| took my Greek exam & altho' it was a rotten paper | am almogt
are | pasad. | gt two places from Mr. Griswold at table, and my
cubicleisthe one Taddy had lag year (worseluck)! Taddy had lessons
with us yeserday, but he thinks he passd his exams, 0 he may get
totheV Form after all

With agreat deal of loveto you both & hoping your cold isalright
now

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

His cousn Warren Ddano Robbins depite die dire predidions of a
previous letter, had managed to get into Groton. The failurein Gresk
the previous June had to be made up if F.D.R. was to remain with his
dass An intereging further note to the correttions and additions which
hismather madeto this collection of letters theword " there" in thefirg
line of die fourth paragraph had originally bean written by F.D.R as
"their" ; hismother aossd it out and added the correct wor d abovethe
line. George C. W. Low, Groton 1902, was a coudn of F.D.R.'s—and the
abject, in thisletter, of an amudng judicial review by an ' old boy' survey-
ing youthful new arrivals

" Butittastedlikehome. . ."

[GROTON]
SEPT. 26, 1897,
SUNDAY.

Dear Papa and Mama
It ssms as if we had been here a month at lead, altho* it is really
lessthan aweek. Warren is getting on very well and | am glad to sy
isin thechoir. He has played foot-ball several times but as heisrather
gmall and knows nothing about it he does not have much of a chance
of making any team, which isjust as well thisyear. | am not in the
choir this year, as my voice is not high enough for soprano, but as
there are a number of good altos | was not needed. Warren sang
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splendidly today and better than any of the other new boys. He was
quite surprised at not being asked whether he wished to join or not, as
he was calmly told that hewas in it.

Our mackintoshes have not come yet but | suppose Papa has not
been in New York yet, long enough to have got them We have
had such cold nights here that | have worn my heavy pyjamas and |
find them nonetoo hot.

| till wear my thin flanndlsas the days are quite warm. We have
not played foot-ball yet, (except the kid team) asthe ist & 2nd devens
are not yet made up.

We had a new ddicacy for tea today in the shape of raspberry jam
but if we took it we could have no preserved peaches & even then
we could only have one teaspoonful! But it taged like home so |
enjoyed it.

| think James will get into the 5th Form as he is wor king conscien-
cioudy & samsto have taken anew dart in every way.

Monday p.m.

| forgot to send this off thisa.m. so | finish it now. It ssams awfully
queer to have a lot of new kids here, there are about 24, but on the
whole they are quite nice.

Thank you so much for your lovely letter & the tie & nail-stick.
They arejust what | needed.

| am afraid you won't shake off your horrid cold quickly unlessyou
are careful, as you had a cold lag year from Eader till July, de you
might not shake it off so quickly thistime.

We have old Nutter in English this year & you mus not be sur-
prised if | get a very low mark this month in English as the highest
mark anyone got lagt year thefirst month in English was 3.50!

With agreat deal of love & kissesto you both. Yours

F.D.R.
G
" ... exceptionallykiddish and
trivial.. ."
[GROTON]
SEPT.30, 1897,
THURSDAY.

My dear Papaand Mama,
| have had a cold for two days but today | am much better as a
result of playing foot-ball violendy. | am on the 3rd 22 and my usual
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position is tackle altho* today | played full-back, as the regular full-
back was hurt. Taddy has a position on the same team, but as he has
gone to Boston the last two days, he has been unable to play. His
teeth werein ahorrible condition, all rotten, and he had to have arsenic
put in one tooth to kill the nerve!l He is getting on splendidly with
his lessons, and quite seems to have waked up.

Warren plays on the 5th twenty-two and gets along nicely altho'
of course he is one of the smallest and has never played before in his
life. He has escaped all black-marks and latenesses so far and gets on
very well in his lessons, | think.

There are two new magers this year; one, Mr. Cooledge teaches
the lower forms, and the other is a gymnazium instructor a Swede,
by name Skarstrom (nicknamed " Cigar-stump") Heisto give us all
physical examinations and tell us where we most need development,
| have purchased a sharein. a dark-room for War ren and myself but as
no one has a key to it & it is locked it cannot be of much use to us
until we can get a new lock put on.

LeGrand Cannon Griswold (!) and Jack Mintur n havedropped into
our form but Jack doesn't careafigwhereheis!

I do hope you have got rid of your cold by this time and | shall be
terribly angry ifyou don't.

Please tell Helen | shall answer her letter soon, but as the numerous
questions contained in it were exceptionally kiddish & trivial |1 have
taken my leisure about it, and when | do write it will be a stinger.

With a great deal of love to you both Yours,

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

"Mr. Cooledge" wasJulian L. Coolidge, a mader at the schodl from
1897 to 1899; he left to become one of Harvard's leading mathematicians,
and mager of L owell Houseat that universty. Of Dr William Skarstrom,
who was in charge of physical education until 1900, Mr Gardner versfied
in his Chrigmas poem for 1897: " Addie Humps! Addie Humps! a con-
tinual shriek, / These days at the School we must mention. / It isn't
Choctaw and | know it'snot Greek, / M r . Skarsgrom's new call to atten-
tion. // You should s his gymnasium dases some day / When therés
kicking and jumping Buck. | Not a bit of allowance is made for your
age, / But you somehow get through with good luck."
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""Not onlywasthepaper unfair
but themarkingwasatrocious..."

[CROTON]

ocCT. 3, 1897.
SUNDAY.

My dear Papaand Mama,

| forgot to mention in my lag letter, that |, together with many
others had had the great pleasure of failing the most outrageous Greek
exam, which has ever been known in the hisory of education. Not
only was the paper unfair but the marking was atrocious, and altho*
| got about .50 the old idiot Abbott refusad to pass me asis cusomary
when one almost pesses

Another week has passd & everything is going on as usual.

Yeserday afternoon we had the first foot-ball game of the season
with English High Schooal, and it resulted in a splendid victory for us
of 10-0 Lad year the soore was 0-0 and as E.H.S. has one of the
srongest teams around Boston, we fed very proud of our first game.

| got a rather nagty kick on my shin the other day while playing
foot-ball & was lame for a day or so, but | had it rubbed & and it is
much better today.

Warren gds on very well & thisis his ssoond Sunday in the chair,
and 11 [sic] think he enjoysit much more than he expected.

| take my Greek exam again next Saturday & | am working hard
for it.

We have the Rector in Sacred Studies this year which is very nice
Mr. Gardner came back today and we went to his house after chapd
for google as usual. | am not sure what divison of Greek | will be
in yet as we have been working under Mr. Higley (popularly called
the" old growler") sofar.

Many thanks for the lovely mackintosh which is a perfect beauty
and which | am sure will lag me a long time. | intend to assasnate
old Abbott if he does not pass me in my Greek this time, as | know
the whole book by heart. You will be pleasad to hear that George
Cabot Ward Low (O! law!) hasbeen pumped, & a pretty sght hewas!
He left off swaggering immediately!

Warren has been pronounced to be " the nicest of all the ne'v kids"
by several fdlowsand heisgenerally liked.

With a great deal of loveto both of you & hugs & kises

F. D ROOSEVELT
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Major Edwin Hall Higlcy came to Groton from Middlebury Callege, in
Vermont He wes a veteran of the Civil War, gported a long ydlow
mougtache and wasknown varioudy as" TheWalrus" " The Growler,"
and " Tukers" A fineshdar, heremained at Groton from 1835 until his
degth in 19x6.

" Mr. Skarstrom said | waswell

developed & proportioned. . ."
[GROTON]

OCT. 7, 1897,
THURSDAY.
My dear Papa and Mama,

Many thanks for your Sunday letter which endosed the photos
both of which | think are excdlent, and | am very sorry yours were
not a suocess and | wish you would keep the proofs for me to se at
Xmas. As| find a number of boyswish to have one of me, | wish you
could snd me %2 dozen of each kind as| think they are equally good.

| am sorry | did not let you know about my Greek sooner, but the
first Sunday it was not corrected and | entirely forgot it in my next
letter.

| have been playing violently every day and today | managed to get
my hand smashed and my shin broken.

Warren'steam has only played once or twice, so thereisnot much
danger of hisbeing hurt.

| was measured two days ago, by Herr Cigar Stump, & it was a
very interesting process | was done all over & in every conceivable
position, lying down, sanding up & kneding Mr. Skarsrom sad |
was well developed & proportioned & that | did not need gedd
exerdsss, only general developement (you se even | (1) get suck
omeimes in spelling). Everything was put down, to be compared
with one next year.

Warren has sx black-marks thisweek and isterribly cut up about
it & | mus say that 2 were given unjustly by M r. Coolidge the new
duck! | believe heisabrother or something of Mrs. T. Newbold. He
talksjust like a baby pronouncing all his"r's" like "w" & "th"
like"z."

Warren went to Groton the other day & brought a cheee Se some
crackers which he has snce demolished! He has also bought a camera
from ancther boy for $5.00, which heisvery proud of.
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Several boys have been pumped but Warren gands no chance of it
asheisuniversally liked.
| havefound a box of your note-paper which was packed by mistake
& | shall keep it for you till you come.
With loads of love & kises
F. D. ROOSEVELT

MrsThomas Newbold, of Hyde Park, diemodier of his childhood play-
mate Mary Newbold, was the former Mary Codlidge. In paragraph five
diere was an amusng occurrence over pdling. Hewrote  devdopped,”
which hismother corredted for pogterity; then, in the next ling, hewrote

" devdoppment” and corrected it himsdf (with acomment) to" devdope
ment," gaining no ground whatever, or very little.

e

" | amboundto say that thefood
ismuch better thisyear . .."
[GROTON]
ocT. 10, 1897,
SUNDAY.
My dear Papaand M ama,

We had a very sucosssful game yesterday afternoon with the Boston
Latin School, and outplayed them on every poaint, the score at the
finish being 28-0, a splendid performance for our team as it was only
the seoond game of the ssason.

| took my Greek examination before the game in the afternoon, and
| passd with a very good mark—about 90 | think. | was given two
hoursto do it in but it only took me an hour asit was not very hard
and | ansvered all the quetions immediately

Poor Warren had nine blackmarks lag week, and he is very much
cut up about it, and intends never to get another. In his dormitory
they are much more drict than in the others & he got mogt of them
there

Lad night | went out to supper with Goodwin, whose brother is
up here for afew days for his birthday. | went there again today to
lunch, & Charlie Brown who is a cousn of the Goodwins was there
adsn. We had some ddicious roagt-beef, and real cauliflower, which |
gready appreciated. | am bound to sy that the food is much "beter
here this year, and we not only have better old dishes, but several new
ones have been added to the menco.

Warren isagreat friend of alittle fellow by the name of Woolsey
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theson of aProf, at Yale8c also agrandson of an even mor e cdebrated
Piof. Woolsey of Yale. Are they any rdations of the Woolseys who
areour coudns? Warren de he are going to build a canoe of wood and
canvas down at the river after the St. Marks game which is to take
place on Nov. 6th. They will have plenty of time then asthereis not
much to do after football is over and before thereis kating.

Bishop Lawrence is up here and he preached a good sermon today.

| hope you ordered die photos as | have not heard anything more
about them. On Sunday evenings the Rector is reading a sory of a
man who worked his way from N.Y. to San Francisco! & on the
other nights he reads " Put yoursdf in his place’ by Reide.

With a great deal of love Yours always
F.D.R.

James L. Goodwin's younger brother was Philip L. Goodwin, Groton
1908 The " Charlie Brown" of the rference here was Charles Tracy
Brown; hewas nat actualy a cousn of J. L. Goodwin, but a connexion
by marriage The" littlefdlow by the name of Woolsey" was Hegthcote
M. Wodsy, Graton 1003, his father wes T. S, Wodlsey, Prdfessr of
International Law at Yale and his grandfather was Theodore Dwight
Woolsey, Presdent of Yale from 1846 to 1871. Tames Roosevet had a
oousn namad CharlesWoolsey, but there was no doge connexion betwemn
thetwo families Theauthor of Put Yourself in HisPlacewas Charles
Reade, morenaoted for hisThe Cloister andtheHearth.

" | weighed today 116 Ibs. with

my clotheson .. ."
[GROTON]

OCT. 14, 1897,
THURSDAY.
Dear Papa and Mama

Many thanks for the Graphics which | forgot in my lag letter to
mention. Also for the photos which were all snapped up, amogt
before | could open them; do you think you could ssnd mejust 3
more, which | had already promised to Howard Cary, Edmund, &
Jack Minturn. Jack gts behind me in the school-room, & we have
terrible sraps in evening school. He tries to kick me, but | have
sveral times sucossded in s@zing his feet & removing his shoes (1)

for which we have narrowly escaped black-marks several times.
Yegerday afternoon Warren and | walked to the village & bought
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some towels, matches & candles for our dark-room, which | procured
from Dick Derby for $2.00. We a0 bought a basket of ddicious
grapesfor 15-cants

Today | have played football violendy and escaped srious injury
altho' | am rather sore Y ou will be pleassd to hear that | weighed
today 116 Ibs. with my dothes on, or about 112 without, which is a
congderable gain snce | was lag weighed, | think.

Tomorrow is the Schodl's birthday and consequendy a half-holiday.
We all expect to have great fun and we have a regular fees in the
evening. On Saturday we play Hopkinson & it promises to be an
exciting game as Hoppy has a very srong team.

Taddy is terribly cut up & anxious because his friend Alice has
snashad her head & he had just received a letter from her alittle while

With loads of love
FD.R.

Dr Richard Derby graduated from Graton in 1899, He was one of
FD.R.'s early Hudson Valley friends and later married Theodore
Roosavdt's daughter Ethd. Another of T.R/s daughters the only child
of his short-lived firs marriage, was the renowned Alice, later wife of the
Soeeke of the House of Represntatives Nichdlas Longworth; it is she
}NhO was the injured young lady mentioned in the final paragraph of this
etter.

Qe

" Singing'John BrownsBody®
atthetop of our lungs. .."
[GROTON]
OCT. 71, 1897,
SUNDAY.
My dear Papa and Mama,
| will begin by telling you about last Friday, the Schod's Birthday.
In the afternoon, as it was a half-haliday, there was a football game
between the 2nd Eleven and the Graduates, many of whom were here.
The graduates won amid tremendous chears and we then went to a
tea consging of bread & butter only asthegrand feast cameat 8 0'clock.
At 6.30 we had evening schoadl for an hour & when supper was ready
we all marched round the school-room, headed by the graduates &
magers & walking two by two, singing " John Brown's Body" at the
top of our lungs We then went in to the dining-room and " fell to."
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The firg course was oyser-sew, the ssoond ddicious chicken-salad,
then tee-cream & all kinds of cake The 5th and 6th form tables sang
ongs & after thefruit weall went to thelibrary for the entertainment
Firs we had a very good song from the Glee Club, in which Warren
took part. Then Mr. Griswold gave us a piece on hisviolin & Mr.
Jefarson sang sveral songs and the musical part then ended with
ancther song from the Glee Club. Then M r. Gardner gave his poem,
which as usual was excdlent, bringing in many jokes on the boys &
magersalso. After that we sang the School Hymn & had prayers.

Yeserday afternoon we played Hopkinson & the rewult was a
plendidly conteted game in which nether sde scored. They are
eadly the drongest team around Boston with exception of Harvard,
0 we are quite pleasad that they did not beat us

| do not think there is much chance of my going to Southboro* on
Nov. 6, unless the whole IV Form is taken | don't believe even the
chair will go thisyear, asthey have not sung long enough to desrveit.

It is a beautiful day here & thelas few days have been really hot.

| think | forgot to tell you that snceM r. Gardner came back he has
thewholeform in Greek, which is ddlightful, as| can learn better &
quicker with him than with anyoneds

Taddy is getting on really very well, and takes an interes in every-
thing & gets on well in football, playing half-back on the same team
| play on.

With loads of love to you both Ever

F.D.R.

The Graton Sthod hymn waswr itten by Phillips Brooks (el the author
of O Little Town of Bethlehem) in 1887 at the requet of MrsPeabody, to
musc by he great-unde George Pesbody. Its opening words are
"Fadier of all, bdow, above *

Al

" Then paper & ink & nutshelts

flew thick &fast..."
[GROTON]

OCT. 21,1897,
THURSDAY.

Dear Papa & Mama,
Thereisnot much towriteabout thisweek, asnothing hashappened.
We have had fine weather & played football every day. This after-
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noon | went out walking with Goodwin & we got a lot of splendid
hickory nuts, which are now reposing in our rubber boots.

We had an audience today in our geometry dass in the person of
Miss Chamberlain, the daughter of Joe Chamberlain. She is saying
here for afew days & is evidently horribly learned, as she understood
geometry!

| have managed to get 3 or 4 black-marks thisweek, but | had good
fun, quite worth them! Poor Warren has five more this week, and |
know how hard it isfor him to kegp from getting them The new kids
are up to all sorts of mischief S0 the masters are doubly watchful, and
give agood many at atime. Hehas had them all from M r. Coolidge,
the new duck, who, | am bound to say, does not at all undersgand
how to give black-marks. The other day when he had charge of the
school-room, the 3rd & 4th forms were sudying, and | wish you could
have heard the noise we made.

Some musical gentlemen in the far end of the room had a whistling
concert, while | amused mysdf by snging Yankee Doodle in a high
falsgtto key. Old Coolidge made the whole form sand up. That did
not do much good, & we all sat down again & the 3rd Form stood up.
Then pape & ink & nutshdls flew thick & fag, and the old man got
perfectly wild. He called up the wrong boys & for ten minutes he
ydled at a boy who really was not in the room, while he really wanted
me, but the end of the period came just in timeto save me from a large
number of Black-marks.

| have been playing golf in all my spare time and we are getting
really quite good links now.

With a great deal of love & kises Ever

F.D.R.

The abject of concedling hickory nuts sveds and Smilar acquistionsin

anés dormitory boot-lodker was not o much a rule againg having them

at the shod, as a dedre to prevent any pillage of the treesure by onés
ghodmates On umme vacations in England, the Rector frogucttdy
dayed with Jogph Chamberlain, whose wife wes the former Mary

Endicott of Salem, a coudn of Pesbady's Miss Chamberlain was repay-

ing a vidt while her father, as Colonial Sardary in Sidoury's Cabing,

wreded with the grave prablems which were shordy to reault in the

Boa War. In thisletter it isamusng to note the changein F.D.R.'s atti-
tude towar ds black-marks presumably dueto an axess of shod irit.

R
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" | f wasfoundthat oneof their
men had run away..."

[GHOTON]
OCT. 24,1897,
SUNDAY.

My dear Papa & Mama,

We had the mogt absurd game yesterday which | ever saw. It was
with the Brookline High School. The game was divided into two
20 minute halfs, and before we had been playing 20 ssoonds we had
scored a touch-down.

On an average of every 2 minutes we made touchdowns, so that
before the half was over we had scored 50 to their o! At the beginning
of the ssoond half it wasfound that one of their men had run away, so
we could not play any more

If we had gone on we should have easly reached the 100 mark and
<0 beaten all previous records of big scoring. The mising guard was
found in the gymnasium, and of course we suppose he was snt away
50 that we should not do any more scoring. 2 of the touch-downswere
made within 50 ssonds of eachother. At S. Marks yeserday, St
M ar kswasbeaten 30-0in agamewith Hopkinson, whom wetied lagt
Saturday, sowe areall hoping to beat them badly.

Thechoir areto betaken to Southboro* soWarren will sethegame,
and | only wish the 4th form could be taken, but thereis no chance of
it at all.

| was greatly surprised to hear that you are going to West Superior
this week. | wonder what day you leave & if it isintheD & H car.
| wonder if Mr. Gilbert has " busted” that you arc going out on such
short notice.

| was much amusad at Captain Mitchell's letter, and as usud very
pleased to get the Graphic.

Warren gason well & both he & | had 4 black-marks lag week.
The monthly marks come out next Wednesday, and | hope to get a
good B.

Warren has a dight sorethroat and is desping in the infirmary
tonight, but | think hewill be out tomorrow.

| endose our English Exam which comes monthly & we took it lagt
Thursday. It is perfectly horrible as you may s & the lag part
are quetions on a book the "Sir Roger De Coverley Papers'
which we had to read out of schodl in 3 weeks! | have very little
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extra time but in odd moments| try to read " Foul Play" by Charles
Rede.
With lots of love. Yours ever
FJD ROOSEVELT
James Roosevdt had mining interests at West Superior, Wisconsin, near
Duluth; " Mr. Gilbert" was his manager. The Ddaware and Hudson

Railway provided a private car, die Monon, for its VicePresdent,
" Captain Mitchdl" was the kippe of the Roosevdt boat Half-Moon.

The saoond referenceto Charles Reade again doesthat gentleman a spdling
injustice

A=

Thefollowingisthetext of the
English examination mentioned
in theletter of Oct. 24, 1897;
itisincluded hereastypical:

IV English, Oct. '97
A.

Explain:

1
2.

~Noobhw

Till that Bdlona's bridegroom, lapp'din . . .
You greet with presnt grace and great prediction of noble
bearing and of royal hope.

. Time and the hour runs through the roughest day.
. Thered is labour which isnot usd for you.

Wherever in your dghtless substances
Has made his pendent bed and procreant cradle.

. If it were done when it is done, then 'twere well it were done

quickly.

. The love that follows us sometime is our trouble, which still we

thank aslove. Herein | teach you how you shall bid God 'ield
usfor your painsand thank usfor your trouble.

B

. Whowas Sr Andrew Freepor't?WiIIWimbIe?
. Explain fully, the Mohocks, Coffee Houses The Popes

Processon.

. Detribe eéither () The Widow and Sr Roger, or (b) The death

of Sr Roger.

. Write, from memory, sx lines beginning, " And pity, like a

naked new born babe"

B
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“Thehousewassotinywecould
onlygoin40atatime.s."
[GROTON]
OCT. 28,1897,
THURSDAY.
[No salutation]

The marks were read out today, and as | expected, | got B. | think
1got agood B as | led the form in French, and also received A in
several other sudies.

Last Tuesday we had a half holiday in honor of Mr. Abbott's
wedding. He & Mrs. A. (who looksjust like a wax doll) have fitted
up the little house just opposite the Whitney cottage. In the afternoon
we played a very exciting game with with [sic] the Harvard Juniors
and were beaten by the close score of 4-0. After the game the whole
school went to Mrs Abbotts house for afternoon tea and cake, but as
the house was so tiny we could only go in about 40 at a time.

Yesterday was again a half-holiday, so | played golf all afternoon
with Goodwin & altho* | played very badly | was able to give him
2 grokes a hole & beat him.

| suppose you have had a lovely journey in the car, and you must
be pleased to s Uncle Fred. | was [wish] | were with you, as |
enjoyed my last trip to West Superior immensely, & you remember |
smashed my head open that trip on the way home.

Please do not show this scrawl to anyone as| am in a terrible hurry
to catch the mail before the gong rings

Please give my love to Uncle Fred, Aunt Tilly & all the children

| hope you will find things booming in West Superior & that you
will come here when you get back

Mrs. Rogers arrives tomorrow, Edmund tells me.

With loads of love

F D ROOSEVELT

Mather Abbott married aboyhood neighbour, Else Twining. In thefirst
report of F.D.R's fourth-form year, dated October 23, the sysem of
grading by letterswasused, an " A" equalling 85 or above, a" B," 70to
85,a" C," 55t070,anda" D," below 55 or tailing. No relative position
in the dass was given as previoudy. To get his B average F.D.R. had
four A's, threeB/soneC, and aD in English Composition. " Very fair,"
from the Rector.
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S:;fnea' drawings of o dock-

taifed horse with two-wheeled
buggy and a well-beated bouse
near by a blossoming tree







Pencil  drawing on  foolicap, a
single-masted sailing-boat with flags

« He and bis governess collaborate in a letter in German

A card from ber son on Sara D.
Roosevelt’s thirty-fifth  birthday




A message thrown into the

sea off Queenstown and
B found on the coast of Wales

Debby, bis lively dock-tailed
Welsh pony, wore a curb bit




James Roosevelt, Hudson Valley patroon, good Union Democrat,
railway and shipping magnate, was a widower with a son aged
twenty-six when be married twenty-six-year-old Sara Delano




At Algonac awaiting
the arnival of the four
Delanos, bis first cous-
ins and  playmates

On a child's typewniter, '
nine-year-old  Frankli's SR
Jirst journalistic  effort B




Written duting one of bis
frequent visits to bis grand-
farler with “Mad®™” Jeanne
Sandoz, bis Swiss governess




To Aunt Doe and Uncle Will Forbes, abrosd—" . . . any
foreign stamps . . . as T bave begun to make a collection.”






The cast of features and facial expression Sara L. Roosevelt
shared with ber son can readily be seen in this oil portrast




To bis first cousins, Muriel
and Warren Delano Robbins,
with a message for bis Aunt
Katherine  Delano  Robbins







A Spetit rhume”’ treated by the celebrated Dr Sandoz




In place of French composition, o five-page letter from
Tlevesoor D. Nilknarf with a postseript from Mile Sandoz




'. . . ,ny, or a If}acyoufd o
dcceptable  (Taddy also  agrees  to this)!”




En route to Groton in the autumn of 1897 Franklin visited
bis  Grandfather Delano, at Faithaven, Massachusetts



" Hetalkedin pretty strong tan-
guageagainste.. Tammany..."
[GROTON]
ocrT. 31, 1897,
SUNDAY.
My dear Mama and Papa,

It isvery gay up here at present, asthere are about 20 people staying
at the Powdl's & Whitneys. Fird Mrs. Rogers, Mr. Conover &
Coleman arrived Friday Night & the ssmeday Mr. & Mrs. Henry
Rogerscame. Yesterday Dr. & Mrs. Rainsford, Cousin Marion L ow,
& Mr. & Mrs Goodwin.

On Thursday night, to go back, we had a lecture on Romeby Mr .
Spaulding, who lectured last year on the Roman sports It was quite
good tho' much like the cther.

Lag night Dr. Rainsford gave the uppe school an informal talk
in the sudy on the presnt political crigs in New York. It was
extremely interesting, and he talked in pretty srong language againgt
the Piatt & Tammany machines & especially againg the former.

Yederday afternoon | played golf with Wendell Blagden & then
watched a game between the 1 & 2nd devens as there was no outsde
game yeserday. Mrs. Rogers invited me to lunch but as there is a
new rule that only 2 boys can go to lunch with one family at atime &
asWarren & another boy wereinvited before me | was unable to go.
Today | went to lunch with the Goodwins & had a delightful time &
devoured all the good things. Mrs. Powdl's new addition is just
opened and is really very nice. There is a splendid hall and public
parlor, very swell, and a private dining beddes the enlarged old one.

Cousin Marion Low invited me to supper, but as there is another
new rule this year, that boys can only go out [to] uppe with ther
parents, | was unable to go.

Mrs. Rogers says you will probably come here direct from West
Superior, o | suppose you will arrive on Friday or Saturday, altho* |
have not heard anything about it from you.

| send you a few of the pictures | took at Campobello; so far | have
been altogether too busy to do any developing but | expect to have a
good deal of time later on. | have finished Foul Play, and am now
reading the" Vicar of Wakefield", which ispart of our English course
thisyear. Next year we havetowrite daily themes & inour prelimin-
aries a year from next spring, we are supposed to have read all the
dandard books & mugt answer quetions on them.
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Warren stood 9th in his form last month, with a mark of 6.0a
There are [gace left blank] in his form and | do not consider his stand-
ing bad, as he has never been to school before and the first form is a
good deal harder than the 2nd in comparison. | hope you are having
anicetrip, & that you will find M r . Gilbert with his head above water,
& please give my kind regards to William Yap, who is with you, |
suppose

W ith loads of love to you both Ever

FDR
P.S. | was thunderstruck by the original idea of the Ashton's & | have
been hunting in vain for a motto, | can only think of Much meat,
much malady!

Ancther son of Mrs Archibald Rogers was W. Coleman Rogers, Groton
1906 ex; " Mr. Conover" was his tutor. The cousn mentioned in this
letter was Marian Ward Low, wife of Abbot A. Low and mother ofthe .
George Low referred to earlier. It is interegting to note, in the family
connexion, that the owners of the clipper Surprise in which Sara Delano
sailed to Hong Kong in 1862 were A. A. Low and Brother. The dder
Abbot L ow, father of an eminent public figure, Seth L ow, leased Algonac
during 1862-69 from Warren Delano, to asd the latter while he re-
couped his fortunes. Thomas C. Piatt was the leader of the Republican
political machinein New York Sate. He had comeinto his greatest power
with the eéection of Levi Morton (se p. 55 n; a Roosevelt family triend)
as Governor in 18%4; had played an important part with Mark Hannain
the nomination and dection of McKinley in 1896; and at thiswriting had
just entered the United Sates Senate for thesscond time. Tammany Hall
had in 1897 wrested control of New York City from a reform adminis-
tration by decting Robert A. Van Wyck mayor. The "Ashtons' men-
tioned in the pogscript wer e the family of therector of St James Episcopal
Church, in Hyde Park, the Roosevdts® church.

B

. . the remodelling that is

going on all over the East. . ."
[GROTON]
Nov. 11, 1897,
THURSDAY.

Dear Papa and Mama

Last Monday evening M r. Cary gave us an informal talk on China.
It was very interesting & he seemed to know a great deal about the
remodelling that is going on all over the East. | was to have had my
strength test yesterday but in playing foot-ball in the morning | had
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| think some mistake must have been made about my heavy yellow
shoes for they fitted me perfectly, and it was die old squaretoed ones
that were too short for me. | am glad you found my watch-chain;
how did you get into my top-drawer. | think it was a great joke my
havingit all thetime. You had better keep it till Xmasas| shall not
nead it till then

Many thanks for paying the A.O.U. bill & for the recapt you
endosed. | shall writeto M .A. Frazar to snd my birdsto you.

Pleae don't forget to send me the dollar you borrowed as | shall
need it on Thanksgiving Day.

We had quite a showstorm on Friday which later turned into dush;
about 2 inches fdll and the board-walk between the two buildings was
prompdy laid down. You talk of double-windows; what a luxury!
we haveto put up with thin panesand not much furnace heat.

My wrist is much better now although it till hurtstowrite & shake
hands

We areto play the Harvard Freshmen on Wednesday, and it is the
lag game of the ssason and promisesto bevery exciting & dose

Today it is quite cold here and | wore my covert-coat to church,
although my cough has aimos entirdly disappeared.

| wrote toJohnson today for wagon & pair for Thanksgiving Day,
but as severa boys wrote ahead of meit is doubtful if we can get one,
but if wecan't | shall try to get onefrom Willis.

| have not yet had a chance to take Warren to Mrs Lawrence's, but
fondly hope to some time this week if possblé

| have finished the " Vicar of Wakefield" and mug now read the
"Flight of the Tartar Tribes' by Quincy. Next week will be the end
of the 2nd month here and War ren hopes to have a better placein his
form & he has had very few black-marks this month in fact none this
lag week

With loads of love & kises Ever,
F.D.R.

M. Abbatt Frazar Co. weretaxidermigsin Sudbury, Mass, about twenty
milessouth of Groton. " Willis' wasa gory-tdling New Engander, who
ran alivery gablein Ayer that competed with Henry Johnson's Groton
dable Theauthor who followed Gadamith as supplementary reading to
FHDboRt;If English acoursewas Thomas de Quincey; Revolt of the Tartarsweas
the
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" Then followed pullings & squeez-
ing* in everypossibleway .. *'
[GROTON]
Nov. 18, 1897,
THURSDAY.
Dear Papa and Mama,

Yesterday afternoon we had a magnificent game with the Harvard
Freshmen. From beginning to end it was terribly exciting and
although the result was a tie, 0-0, we condder it as a victory as we
fully expected to be beaten at leat 15-0. The Freshmen are the
drongest team at Harvard next to the 'Varsity & even they were
beaten by the Freshmen in one game, o we fed very proud epedally
as they wereat leag 20 Ibs. heavier to the man.

Warren had quite a bad tooth-ache Tuesday night so he went to
Bogton yesterday. | was to have taken him in but as Taddy had to go
in anyway for his own teeth he took charge of him. His tooth was
filled & heisall right now. Tuesday was like summer weather here
but yeserday was much colder. My hand is much better, although |
can not yet take my drength tes, as every day when | play football,
| hurt it again. | sw Mrs. Nat. Thayer yeserday at the game & had
quite a conversation with her. She said she had sen you about two
weeks ago at Staatshurg.

The Xmas holidays do begin on Dec. 18th & lag | think till
Jan. 4th

Foot-ball is about over but we may play a few dormitory games

ThelV,V, & VI Formsmay be taken to Ayer on Saturday to sea
foot-ball game but it isyet doubtful.

Warren and | went to Mrs. Lawrence's this am. but she was up-
dars with a head-ache & so we could not s her; | shall take Warren
down some day next week as | want him to be invited there on
Thanksgiving Day.

| was given a black-mark yesterday which was not deserved. Some
boys had been in the lavatory & had cracked an dectric globe 6¢ had
then sorewed it half on again. When | came into the lavatory |
touched the globe which fell in a thousand pieces & Mr. Ayrault on
my reporting gave me a black-mark.

This evening my hand was a little better so | took my grength test
& my average was 350 somethings | am not sure but | think it was
kilometers!

It was very interesting & the firg thing | did was to blow down a
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tube to se the capacity of my lungs Then followed pullings &
ueszingsin every possbleway.
With loads of love & kises Ever yours
FDR

Mrs Nathanid Thayer was a Bogon lady with the eminently Revolu-
tionary maiden name of Pauline Revere. Shewas a cousn of the Ddancs
through Catherine Lyman. Guy Ayrault wesamedea at Groton from
1886 to 1927; he weas an excdlent football coach, with very advancsd
theories and aso furnished maet of the enthusaam behind the golf course

il

" | shall get you to buyall my

shoesin thefuture. .."
[GROTON]

NovV. 21, 1897,
SUNDAY.
My dear Papa and Mama

On Friday evening and nearly all day yederday it snowed lightly
and lag night about 2 inches had fallen.

Thismorning it mdted into horrid mud and dush.

The month ended yeserday and the marks are to come out next
week. Warren had ssven black-marks only, lag month which ismuch
better than the one before. | had none, asM r . Ayrault took off the one
he gave me. Warren hopes to gand a little better in his form and |
hopeto get agood B.

We are now reading the "House of the Seven Gables' and it is
mor einteresting although longer than the others we have read.

| shall take Warren down to the Lawrences tomorrow or next day,
asit would be too bad if he could not go there on Thanksgiving Day
evening.

The shoes came lag night & | am glad to sy fit perfectly. | think
| shall get you to buy all my shoesin future as they fit so well and are
< nicel

Many thanks for the two Graphics, which are always acceptable,
and they are now being devoured by alarge crowd on a neighboring
dek.

This afternoon | went to Mr. Gardner's and ligened to some new
songson hisGraphophone.

There is nothing to do out of doors now as everything is wet &
itistooearly for skating.
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| hope we shall have good weather & good roads Thanksgiving Day,
itit would bedigmal if wehad to gay in thehouseall day.
Thereisvery little to write about so | will dose
Ever with loads of love.
FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT
Less than a month more!

The November report confirmed the guess that he would get an average
mark of B. Individual gades showed five A's three B\ and two Cs,
bath in English. " Good," dated die Rector.

" ...thewater isonlyupto
their knees so no one was

drowned..."
[GROTON]

NOV. 26, 1897,
FRIDAY.

Dear Papaand Mama

Please excuse my not writing yeserday but | was busy from 6am
to 11 p.m.

We had breskfagt at 6.30 [on Thursday] and the Boston boys l&ft
soon after. | went down to the pond and skated hard until 11. By
the way we had thefirgt skating on Wednesday M or ning, on thelittle
pond; several boys went through but the water is only up to their
kness s0 no one was drowned.

| am terribly tired and as we have a hard leson in Mathematics, |
will not write more now but will tell you all about [Thanksgiving]
on Sunday.

It is pouring now & all the ice has disappeared

With lots of love
FD.R.

Groton boyswho lived in or near Boston were allowed to return homefor
Thankggiving Day; theres dayed at the schod. This letter was written
on pape with afancy bluemonogram, " F."



" | havequiterecovered frommy
late dissipation_"
[GROTON]
NOV. 28,1897,
SUNDAY.
My dear Papa and Mama,

| have quite recovered from my late disspation so | will begin to
tell you about it. As| wrote before | skated till 11 a m. and had an
exciting game of hockey. As the ice became soft we had to leave.

Lunch was at one and as only 35 boys were left three tables were
put together lengthwise in the room and we all assambled for the fead.
Firgt came oyser soup in which | found two good-szed pearls Then
came turkey and ham, cranberry sauce cdery, potatoes (inevitable),
corn & sauce | managed to make way with two heps and then came
mince & apple pies Then ice-cream & cake and lasdy fruit of various
kinds and nuts. | just managed to waddle away from table!

At 3 o'dock the team came and Lathrop Brown & | got into the
front seat with Warren and Julian Hinckley behind. Wefirg drove
down to Ayer and for about 30 minutes watched a foot-ball game
between Ayer and Worcester. We then drove to a peanut-dand &
got some peanuts etc! & then drove about 2 miles beyond Ayer 3c
tried to get some cider but unhappily failed. We then drove back to
Ayer & got some Birch Beer and Sarsaparilla at the dation as it was
the only place open. We then drove home arriving at about 5. At
about 6.301 dressed for the dinner, but as none of the other boys going
there [i.e, to MrsJames Lawrences) were to wear dressqlits and as
Mr. Ayrault rather frowned on it | wore my Sunday suit. At 7. we
left herein a3 seated wagon. M r. Billings& Mr . Griswold, Richard &
Roger Derby, Alex. Craighead, Jack Waterbury, Horatio Whitredge
& Polly Wharton with hisMa & Pa, Mrs. & Miss Sars & a Mr.
Greenough werethere, 19in all. Thetablewasvery pretty & we had
a tremendous dinner which | have not yet got over. After dinner we
talked and wrote our names in the vigtor's book, leaving at 9.30in a
dosd carriage asit wasraining. On our way home we saw the flames
of a big barn which burned down back of Groton. Rosey, Jack Min-
turn & 2 other boyswent down to it after supper. Jack was found out
and is on bounds now, not able to leave the School grounds. | hope
Rosey will not be found out, asit is not pleasant to gay near the build-
ings all day.

We dept till 8 o'dock on Friday and schodl did not begin until the
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return of the Boston boysat 1045. * Yesterday | played golf with M.
Cooalidge in the afternoon and managed to beat him by one hole.

Today it is much colder than yesterday and we may have more
skating tomorrow. This afternoon we had the Thanksgiving Service
and a long Harvest Cantata by the choir and Mr. Bowditch which
lasted about 40 minutes. It was very good but | think Mr. Bowditch
is beginning to lose hisvoice. Please writeto M r. Dumper to ak him
to Hyde Park some time during the Xmas holiday | have not yet
decided who | want, but | think we ought to ak Goodwin as | have
been invited to gay with him several times.

| am beginning to work for the exams, which begin in two weeks
and | hope to pass mod of them altho' they are all much harder this
year.

With loads of love Ever

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Alexander Craighead, John C. Waterbury, and Horatio L. Whitridgewere
alindieform above F.D.R. "Mrs. & Miss Sars' ware Mrs Knyvet W.
Sears (a cousn of the Rector) and her daughter, Clara Endicott Seers the
latter now lives in Harvard, Mass, and Is reputed to have a very fine
collection of early Americana, epeddly Grotoniana (ante-schodl).

e

" Most of the buttonswer e of f
my other suit. . ."

[GROTON]
DEC. 2, 1897,
THURSDAY.
My dear Papaand Mama,

We have had another fall of about two inches of snow and snce
then the ponds have frozen with good black ice, which we hope will
bear tomorrow on the big pond. Yesterday afternoon we had about
an hour's skating on one of thelittle ponds, but some boy went through
sowehad to sop.

This morning the deven put on their foot-ball dothes and several
fdlows took their pictures on the 9eps | developped mine before
lunch and | don't think it was much good, so | shall take another
when the regular professona photos are taken. In running up the
dippery geps this afternoon | fell on the doormat which is made of
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wire and cut my knee, so that now it is bandaged and it is not very
eesy towalk; you s that bad knees certainly run in the family!

| think | forgot to tell you in my lag letter that Warren got 6th
place in hisform lag month with a good deal higher average than lagt
time. Headw got only 7 black-marks | think. | got B. & a good one
| think, with several As.

| think yours plans for the holidays are very nice and | shall be glad
to have ten days at Hyde Park | think | had better keep the coat-cae
and bring it homewith meas| shall bevery crowded then & thetrunk
will not hold everything & my brown & dressaiits would not fill
the valiss | have not had any more black-marks dnce you were here
& | hope not to get any more thisterm. Warren has had 6 again this
week but | have threatened or rather hinted that he may be put under
the pump if he gets any more, so he has quieted down a litde.

| wonder if my birds have come from Frazar's yet? If they have not
pleeewriteme & | will have him snd them.

| have put on my heavy flannels and winter-suit now and find them
very comfortable, as mogt of the buttons were off my other suit

With much love Ever

F.DR.

At this time MrsJames Roosevdt was having ome minor trouble with
her kneg atemporary and not a pemanent annoyance Here, and in the
two letters following, can be naticed a certain quickening of interest in
die sodd ageats of his hdidays—dances and the like beyond the mere
proped of a day at home

e

" Mrs. Peabody hasa new baby
... we shall have a half-holi-
day .. ."
[GROTON]
DEC. 5, 1897,
SUNDAY.
My dear Papaand Mama,

Only two weeks more and | shall be at home once more! | really
have no ideawhat | would likefor Xmas. The only thing | can think
of at presant is a subscription to the " Scientific American” but | think
that if both of you were to ssnd me your wishes | might be able to
Lrape up some more.

Mrs. Pesbody has a new baby, a little girl, born yesterday & |
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suppoe we shall have a* half-holiday in conssquence, which will be
very welcome, asit ishard to sudy when the holidays are so near.

| do hope Grandpapa is better now and | shall writeto him today.

Yesterday afternoon | helped dear off the pond, which had about
oneinch of snow on it, & then had an exciting game of hockey. Today
everything ismelting & during the night it rained quite hard, so | fear
we shall not have more skating for several days.

Warren had two black-marks lagt week, but | hope he will not get
asmany thismonth asthe fird.

It is growing colder this evening so the progects of skating are
brighter for tomorrow.

Taddy is ddighted at the progpect of the Dodsworth dance & | think
that in the bottom of his heart he hopesto get a certain horrid partner!

| think we ought to have an Xmas tree or something of that sort
this year, don't you?

The exams begin on Monday a week from tomorrow and on that
day we only have Sacred Studies The hard ones this year will be
English, Mathematics & Greek, and there is very little chance of my
pasing English, asin lag year's IV Form only 4 boys passed! Mathe-
matics is a great deal luck, whether one can do the problems or not,
and Greek is| think a litde easer this year than lag, asMr. Gardner,
altho* he gives hard exams, marks quite easly.

| hope | shall not get any dread desese during the halidays as lagt
year, but | do not want to miss any lessns this year or get an unenvi-
able reputation for bringing back dissass

With lots of lots etc. FDR.

Hismather widded the editorial pen twicein thisletter, adding theworld

"at" in theopening stenog and correcting the seoond misgpdling of *

"dexees’ in die dogng one The new Pesbody baby was Margery; e

later took up anursng caresr in Bagon, and hes awaysremained dosdy

asndated with shod affars Mr Thomas George Dodworth ran a

dandng shod at 12 Ead 49th Sredt in New Y ork; during the Chrigmas

and Eage hdlidays a formal dance wes hdd there Anna Eleanor Roose-

velt, in her book ThislsMy Story (New York, 1937), recdls " | joined a

dandngdassat Mr. Dodworth's. These dassss were an indtitution for

many years and many boys and girls learned the poka and the waltz
ganding car €fully on the diamond sjueres of the palished har dwoad floor.

M r . Dodworth wes dgpper and very dim and very correct and kept usin

order with what looked like a pair of cagands Mrs. Dodworth, aways

in evening dress had a svedt face and tried to make us fed a esse and
ocongdled usif M. Dodsworth waestoo ssvere”

“C=n
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" | havereceived my anthropo-
metric chartfrom Mr. Skarstrom..."
[GROTON]
DEC. 9, 1897,
THURSDAY.
Dear Mama & Papa

M any thanksfor your letters& ingructionsfor cominghome. | am
soglad | get home so early, almost as soon asthe New Y ork boys. Do
| undergtand that thetrain ontheN.Y . Central will havetowait any-
way even if | am on timeat Troy, asthereisonly 10 minutes between
my arrival at Troy & departure from Albany?

| have received the endosed invitation and don't know what to do!
Is it another extra one & shall | answer it & if so what is Mrs. B.
Tuckerman's address? Please answer it for me if possble as| am not
extra at that kind of work!

Theweather for the lag two days has been warm & all the snow &
mos of the ice has disappeared.

We have not had the half-holiday yet as the weather has not
permitted.

| am sorry Uncle Warren's children could not come, but | am glad
you aked Russl, although | think the other wild indians will be
rather a nuisance

| am sorry to hear Grandpapa is not better, but | trust he got my
letter & will bebetter by Xmas.

Themarksfor thelagt 3 wesksend tomorrow aswe are not marked
during examinations, and | suppose you have got my lagt report
although they have been very dow in sending them.

| havereceived my anthropometric chart from M r . Skarsrom & he
has given me a sies of exerdses epedially adapted to me, quch as
exardss for the neck and wrigs. | got 335 as a total which Mr. S,
said wasvery fair.

| have no moretimeto write now.

Ever withlove.

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

Mrs Bayard Tuckerman of New York was a family friend, and the
moather of ane of his young lady aoquaintances Elizabeth Tuckerman
(s letter of June the 25th, 1900).

Rt
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"1 hopeyou have been thinking
of your Christmaswishes..."
[GROTON]
DEC. 12,1897,
SUNDAY.
My dear M ama and Papa,

It has continued to be warm up here and today it israining. Lag
night Mr. Peabody's father began reading the " Chrigmas Carol"
which he reads every year. Heread for an hour and he will finish it
this afternoon & tonight.

On Friday we had the half-holiday for the baby & of course we
cheered thekid! Intheafternoon | went out on theriver with Lathrop
Brown as the day was very warm. We had to get oecial permisson
from the Rector as we are not allowed on the river now without
permisson.

We paddled up the Sguannacook, and the rapids were very swift
owing to the thaw. It was very exciting and some of the rapids were
50 swift that we had to pull up by the bushes along the bank & several
times we came doe to upsting, but the water is only a couple of
feet desp.

We were gone from 2.30 to 6 so fet quite tired when we got
back.

Yesterday morning | played golf but spent the whole of the after-
noon in the house studying for the exams

We have Sacred Sudies tomorrow & nothing on Tuesday; two on
Wednesday & 3 on both Thursday & two on Friday.

Warren | am sorry to sy has had 12 black-marks this month but |
have told him he may be kept over if he gets any more & | think he
will try not to get any more.

He wanted to go on theriver on Friday but asit was swift & full |
did not let him.

| am counting the days now before coming home & | shall try to
drop alineWednesday Night or Thursday Mor ning which you ought
to get Friday evening.

| hope you have been thinking of your Chrigmas wishes as | shall
not have any unlessyou do.

I think I may haveto go to New Y ork for one day before Chrigmas
to get a few presnts, as Poughkegpsie does not have a great variety of
things.

As you have probably heard Taddy has been moved over to the
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Old Building and is now in aroom with two other boys. | hope h&
will pess his exams all right although he hes not done much studying

for them.
With agreat ded of love & looking forward to seeing you in five

days Ever

F.D.R.
R ]
"| think OU Nuts will flunk me..:°
[GROTON]
DEC. 15, 1897,
WEDNESDAY.

Dear Pgpa and Mama

Many thanks for your letters & am sorry will only have time for a
line. | pesad Sacred Studies on Monday all right & today took
English & French. The latter | am sure | passed but in English | think
Old Nuts will flunk me atho* any other master would give me 70
or so! Thisafternoon | studied until 5 p.m. & then went over to Mr.
Gardner's and had afternoon tea & cake. It has rained here both yester-
day & today but is clearing now.

It is too bad Russell cannot come & it will be a horrible nuisance
having those squaws on our hands for such along time!

Now [no] more time as | must grub.

With lots of love FDR

"Old Nuts" was the aforementioned Mr Nutter. In the report dated
December 18, F.D.R/s exan mark in English wes a C, 0 the worst was
not redized. All subjeds other than English showed A's and B's; his
avaae mak was a B. "Good," commented Mr Pesbody. And the
Christmeas holiday ensued.

b -
"| shall take my Castoria to-
night ..."
[GROTON]
JAN. 4, 1898,
TUESDAY.

My dear Pgpa & Mama,

Our train was half an hour late on arrival at Worcester, owing to a
hot-box in our car and the snow. We consequendy missed our con-
nection and could not leave W. until 6.30. We got here at 8,00 and
have just had supper.
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The sandwiches wer e ddicious and you may be sure there were no
doughnuts left over. At W. | had a cup of hot coffee and some ralls,
so | faired pretty well.

| fed a little tired after the long journey but | think my cold is
better, altho' | cannat tell much about it until morning.

| shall take my Cadtoria tonight & hopetobeall right tomorrow but
shall tdegraph you anyway in the afternoon.

Warrenisall right & Taddy camein the drawing-room car in order
to sudy. He has not got his health certificate but teegraphed for it
at New Haven!!!

No more now; | shal writetomorrow or next day,

With agreat deal of loveto you both

FRANKLIN.

The great bane of Graton's exgence (as of any boarding shod's) was

oontagious diseese, which required getting in extra nurses turning schoa

buildingsinto temporary infirmaries los of dasstime, and even on ooca

don the dadng of the . Every boy wes therefore required to pro-
duce a hedlth certificatein prope order on return from hdlidays

2

" |shall keepthe Calisaya Bark
inmycubicle..."
[GROTON]
JAN. 5, 1898,
WBDNBSDAY.
My dear Mama & Papa,
| fed really better today and my cold has almost disappeared.
Wehad bregkfagt thisa.m. at 8 0'cdlock and so had only three periods
for lesons
| unpacked thisa.m. and found everything all right.
| have been moved up one table and now st at M r . Ayrault's about
three placesfrom M r. Gardner'send.
Three new boys have come, Webb, another Greenough (his cousin)
& Sar'syounger brother.
| endosethebill for Thurston which is $1.00 lessthan | thought and
| think it is awfully good of you to pay it for me as you have given
me 0 much already.
| shall keep the Calisaya Bark in my cubicle & take it mysdf before
meals, asit is such a small bottle.
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Some of the boys arc going to dear of [f] a hockey-gpace on the
river thisp.m but | shall not go as| want to be careful for a few days
Please tell Edmund he has been moved up to Mr. Griswold's table
wherel waslagt term.

| shall send this to N.Y. as you sad in your letter which came
thisa.m.

With a great deal of love to you both & looking forward to seeing
you in February Affect.

FDR.

The new Webb arrival was J. Watson Webb, a grandson of William H.

Vanderbilt of theimmortal dictum. Charles P. Gresnough, Groton 1902,

was a cousin of Carroll Greanough in F.D.R/sform. Dillwyn P. Sarr

\ﬁ\bgqs' té]('a: waSger brother of Louis Sarr, junior, who wes three years
ind F.D.R.

e

" | amabsolutely well nowand
mydigestionisperfect..."
[GROTON]
JAN. 6, 1898,
THURSDAY.
My dear M ama and Papa,

Doctor Coit came up here today and | had a conversation with
him after lunch. He wants you to pay him a visit when you come to
semein February, so | suppose you will hear from him soon.

We have about a foot of snow on the ground here, but the hockey
guads have deared geoss on theriver and this a.m. we (the 3rd) had
a good game.

| am absolutdy well now and my digestion is perfect.

The calighenics began again this afternoon and | shall like it very
much morethan lag winter, | am sure.

| shall try to go to Boston to have my tooth pulled next Wednesday,
and it will bea comfort to haveit over with.

Friday Jan. 7th.

Lag night it rained & today there are only a few inches of snow |eft,
and everything is dush.

It ssms as if we had been here a month ingead of three days, but
the time will soon begin to pass quickly enough.

| wish you could send me a small bottle of good ink for my fountain-
pen as the schodl ink istwo-thirds water.
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| havejust recaived your letter of Thursday and shall*return the
flanndsiif | can wear alarger sze

Warren failed his exam in Physology again, and takes it for the
3rd time next Wednesday. | do hope he will pass it then, as he may
have to go home for a while as he cannat drop into a lower form.

With a great deal of love to you both | am you affec. son

FDR.
At
"| forgot to tell you | had arranged
totakeboxinglessons. . "
[GROTON]
JAN. 9, 1898,
SUNDAY.

My dear Mama and Papa,

| forgot to tell you lagt Friday that | had arranged to take boxing
lessons  Papa wanted me to take them lagt year but as the mesdes pre-
vented it, | was sure he would not mind my taking them this year.

| had thefirst yesterday afternoon for 15 minutesfrom 445to5p.m.
It was very nice and the man, who is to come from Bogston every
Wednesday and Saturday, taught me several movements.

Right after lunch | walked to the village with Warren Motley
chiefly for the ske of the walk as it was dushy & there was nothing
dstodo. Lad night it frozealittle but | am afraid the sun will melt
it all again today.

Jack Peabody & one or two other felows have goneto theinfirmary,
%0 we are momentarily expecting an outbreak of some dire plague.

Tomorrow if the weather is fine we are to have a half holiday in
honour of one of our graduates taking the John Harvard Scholarship
Prize.

| did not go to M r. Gardner's this afternoon as | wanted to finish
"St. Ives' so | could begin one of the Waverley Novels, | have not
yet decided which one.

It is freezing this p.m in ite of the sun so | think we shall have
kating & ahalf-holiday tomorrow

With agreat deal of love & hage

FRANKLIN.

John D. Pedbady wastwo formsbehind F.D.R.; hewasno rdation to the
Rector. The graduate who took the John Harvard schdarship wes W.
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Bayard Cutting, junior, Groton 189%. Robert tods Sevensn's St. | ves
had bean published jug theyear beforein New Y or k

]

"'Resolved, that Hawaii he
promptlyannexed.' ... .weare

Con..."
GROTON

JAN. 12, 1898,
WEDNBSDAY.
My dear Mama and Papa

| was much excited when | got your letter telling of the runaway
and | am only too thankful that neither you nor Papa werein it, and
that no one was hurt.

| am so glad you got new harses as | was heartily tired of the old
pair! | only hopeyou (I mean McFarland) will not let them losetheir
"fad trotting" speed!

| think the names arevery good and | am very anxious to se them,
espedially " Top Mast" the prize-winner.

You will be surprised to hear that | am to debate next Wednesday
the 19th. We are not to debate alphabetically this year but by lot &
| fell in thefirs debate with Blagden, Har old Peabody and Krumbhaar.
| debate with Blagden againg the other two. We have chosen for our
subject: " Resolved, that Hawaii be promptly annexed." Krumbhaar
& Pegbody are for it, Pro, & we are Con.

On Monday we had the half-holiday and we all played hockey on
the river.

Yeserday it began to melt and today it has been drizzling at intervals
but this a.m. we managed to go down to the pond and flood the ice.
Thisp.m | worked on my debate and took my sscond boxing leson
| am afraid you will think it very expensive, $5.00 for sx lessons but
| try to learn all | can and so far he says | have got on very well.
Warren has been on bounds snce he came back and tomorrow he
takes his exam, again. | hope hewill pass thistime.

| was surprised not to sse Edmund lagt night but suppose ice-boating
etc. have proved to be not very good for him. | got the lovely sis
and mocassns tonight and | think you were awfully good to give me
s0 much more than | desrved this Xmas. | have given my old skis
to Warren. They will do him to potter round on this winter but
are too much damaged to be of any real us If you se any artidesin
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the papers or the Spectator against the annexation of Hawaii | wish
you could send them to me.
With a great deal of love to you both | am your afFec son
FD.R.

"McFarland" was coachman for the James Roosevelts, who had recendy
acquired a beautiful matched pair of horsss called Top Mast and Top
Royal. James Roosevelt took something more than an amateur's interest
in his horses one of them, Gloucester, st up a world's trotting record.
When this latter animal died its tail was preserved, and (testimony of
F.D.R.'s insatiable habit of callecting and Kesping anything and every-
thing) eventually turned up in his White House bedroom when the
Roosevelt posssssons were moved back to Hyde Park. Harold Peabody,
in F.D.R.'s form, was a son of the Rector's brother, John E. Peabody.
Typical of the interweaving of the Lawrence and Peabody families, his
mother was a 9gea of James Lawrence, and his future wife a daughter of
Bishop Lawrence. Queen Liliuokalani of Hawaii had been deposad in 1893
and a provisional Government edablished, with annexation to the United
Sates as its object; at this time disagreement was raging in Congress and
throughout the country, but the annexation was for mally accomplished in
August of 1898.

A

"1 thought it might interfere
with my speaking . . ."
[GROTON]
JAN. 14, 1898,
FRIDAY.
Dear Papaand Mama
Just aline to say that | forgot to last [ ?] you in Wednesday's letter.
As my debate comes on Wednesday | have put off having my tooth
pulled until Saturday Jan. 22nd. | thought it might interfere with my
speaking for awhileand | wanted to be all right for the debate.
For the last three days it has melted but today it froze again and this
a.m. we had a little skate.
Taddy isin theinfirmary today but | think he only hasacold.
Warren's exam has been off till Saturday and | have made him
work every day, so | think he ought to pass
The cod liver oil & ink came last night and many thanks for the
ink! (not the other)
The night-clothes came also but | have not yet tried them but shall
do so tonight
With much love Ever F.D.R.
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" Pleasedent bealarmedif |
getthepink-eye..."
[GROTON]
JAN. 16, 1898,
SUNDAY.
My dear Mama and Papa,

| cannot tell you how sorry | was to hear of dear Grandpapas illness
As| have heard nothing snce Papa's letter of Friday, | trust heishold-
ing his own.

| fear the time of the year is not good for pneumonia and | only trust
his great vitality will carry him through

Nothing much has been going on here, except that yesterday we
played a game of ice-polo againg the Myopia Hunt Club and beat
them 5—i They made a third of goal by a foul of one of our men but
we outplayed them in every way.

M any thanksfor the newspaper article & the Graphic. | amworking
every moment on my debate, and expect it to be quite dose but with
Krumbhaar on their dde they gand a little more chance of winning
than we do.

Please don't be alarmed if | get the pink-eye. The boy who sts
next me in both school-rooms & the boy | st next to at table have
both got it beddes about dx others. Some of them have been st
home, so do not be alarmed if | appear at Hyde Park before the week
is up.

We arc having quite a time up here over a trandation of Virgil
which has been found. As no one is of course allowed to have one,
the Rector isvainly trying to discover who it bdongsto. One fellow
isin the ssoret but he won't tell.

Asl amterribly busy with my debate | will write no morenow.

As | have not heard anything more about dear Grandpapa | only
hope that " no news is good news' but | suppose | (or Warren) shall
get a letter tomorrow.

Ever with much love

F.D.R.

His grandfather, Warren Ddano | |, died the day after this letter was
written, at nearly ningty years of age  He was buried in Fairhaven.
Endosad in theleter was a presed flower.

Al e
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" Wemust remember that hehas
gone to a better place..."
GROTON SCHOOL
JAN. 17, 1898,
MONDAY.
My darling Mama,

Y ou can never imagine how deeply grieved | was to hear that my
darling Grandfather had passd away. | know you are heartbroken,
but we mug remember that he has gone to a better place than this
earth, and will befar happier there.

| suppose Warren and | are to meet you at Fairhaven, at least we
both wish to, and fed we ought.

Warren is much didressed, and the more s, because he fears the
great shodk will make Aunt Kasse very ill.

| shall telegraph you early tomorrow, aking when | am to go to
Fair Haven

I only wish | could have been near you in our great trouble.

Ever your own loving son

FRANKLIN.

"Mr Peabody hastold us that
our country cannot be safewith-
out Hawaii. | shall try to dis-
provethis..."

Thefollowingisthetext of theaddresswhich F.D.R, delivered on January 19,
1898, upholding thenegativein thedebate: " Resolved, that Hawaii be promptly
annexed."* Thiswasarough pencil copy of hisspeech, with marginal indications
of thesubjectswhich served himfor notes.

M. President, Lady and Gendemen.

Of all the great powers of the world the United States
and Russia are the only ones which have no colonies to
defend. All our territory is on this continent and all of it
except Alaska is continuous.

Therefore the United States and Russia are the only
two countries no part of whose territory can be cut off
by a naval enemy. At present we have no really vulner-
able point. Now, the annexation of Hawaii by us would
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too minion

Another
argument

Before
bothering

Mr P.
tayi

affect the feelings of the European powers in two ways.
first it would anger them because Hawaii is a common
stopping point, secondly it would embolden them because
we should for thefirst timein our history have a vulner-
able point

Mr Peabody has told usthat our country cannot be ssfe
without Hawaii. | shall try to disprove this. now if we
own the idands it means that we must protect them, and
to do that we should have not only to fortify the Idands
themsdves but also maintain a much larger navy. Now to
do this we should have to gend at least $100,000,000.,
every year on our navy beddes a large sum on erecting
forts and maintaining soldiers on the Idands. Let us
remember that the idands are over 2,000 miles from the
neareg point of the U.S. and so are too far away to be
of any service to our Western coagt in time of war. For
die same reason they would not help to defend the Nica-
raguan canal should we ever built it, and also, asCalifornia
is nearer Nicaragua than Hawaii it would be quicker to
snd warships from the former place

Another argument of Mr Peabody*s is that we need a
coaling-gation for our ships Now it is not generally
known that Pearl Harbor, a port in one of the idands
bdongs to the United States All that is needed is a litde
inexpensive dredging and we shall have a coaling-gtation
without annexation.

If we must have another coaling-station in mid-Pacific
why not fit up one of the Aleutian Idandsin the North.

But before we bother about foreign coaling-tations and
fortifications we should look to the defense of our own
coads New York, Bogon, and S. Frandsco are ill at
the mercy of an enemy and why should we gpend the
millions needed to fortify these dties on those worthless
Idands in the middle of the Pacific. Captain Mahan him-
f says it is nongnse to think of annexation unless we
decide to gpend an enormous sum for fortifications.
Now is it worth while to do this? In what way will it
advantage us?

Mr Peabody says that if we do not take the idands
some other power will, but let us look at the question.
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Japan
interfering

Abandon

Ides

Nicaragua

Monroe
Doctrine

Trade
Treaty

England might have had Hawaii yean & yean ago if she
had wanted it. She has a9 disdaimed any intention of
taking Hawaii, but supposng [she does takeit In what
way would it harm us? We should have free trade with
the Idands, for England dands for free trade. England
would not use the group as a base of supplies againg usin
caeof war, for shehasaveritable Gibraltar at Esquimault
a port in British Columbia within dght of our own
dhores

Now about Japan's interfering. She aw has disdaimed
any intention of sgzing the Idands and it would be indeed
afoolish enterprisefor her, for any armiesin Hawaii would
be aslonely as Robinson Crusoe. Beddes all this Hawaii
is entirdy out of the Japan-America sailing-route. No
country outsde of the U.S. wants to have Hawaii and ...

Some foolish Senator has argued that if after annexation
for any reason we should wish to abandon the Idands we
could eadly turn them over to Japan, England or Ger-
many. Now the United Sates has never bemn in the habit
of giving up territory once acquired, and | am are the
people of this country would never consent to have the
Sars and Stripes hauled down from a country over which
they had once waved. Therefore if we once annex Hawaii
we shall always be obliged to keep the wretched |slands
whether wewish toor no.

Thereisno more reason for the U.S. to annex Hawaii
than to annex Nicaragua and it is ridiculous to sy we
could hand over that country to a foreign power for that
would be contrary to the Monroe Doctrine. We do not
want to own any of these tropical countries or to go there
ourslves By the Monroe Doctrine we are only supposd
to keep foreign powers from these countries but not to
govern them or own them. Now if we once go in for
foreign colonies we mug gick to that policy and hot only
are foreign colonies expensve, but they are dangerous
children and may bring political difficulties upon the
mother country at any moment.

What we want is a favorable trade treaty with the
Idands, and this we have already, for everything of com-
mercial valueis provided for in it.
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McKinley
only
rapport

Cdonies

The Bill for annexation before the Senate now comes
straight from the White House. It is significant to note
that if the treaty were not pressed by Mc.Kinley himself
there is no doubt that it would be beaten, for not one of
the older Republican Senators are in favor of it. All the
goods Democrats in both the House and Senate are against
the treaty, while the only support comes from the White
House and McKinlcy is only trying to make his adminis-
tration popular with the masss.

W hy can we not leave Hawaii alone, or dse establish a
sound Republic in which all Hawaiians shall be repre-
sented not a government such as they have at present,
under the influence of Americans. As | have shown no
power would take Hawaii now as a gift, but supposing
some Power should in the remote future should wish to
have it. Then the expression of the feelings of the United
States would be enough to stop it, just as the feeling of
Americaled Louis Napoleon to withdraw his troops from
Mexico, a humber of years ago.

Several nations of modern times ruled upon the mon-
archic plan, have seized territory for commercial reasons
and because of sympathy with the people residents, but
we have no such plea for seizing Hawaii as W [Wendell
Blagden] shows. Why should we soil our hands with
colonies? Seehow Italy's colonial system has utterly failed,
then ask yourself what good France's colonies do her.

As Mr has so ably shown the inhabitants are not
ignorant folk. Why then does the Government shrink
from submitting the treaty to a general vote of the
inhabitants. The answer is obvious: they would vote
againgt it to aman. W hy then annex them without their
consent? W hy take away the nationality of a free people?
W hy meddle with this land thousands of miles away whose
inhabitants are so different from us in every way? Why
weaken our strategical position and why spend millions
in afoolish cause?

| appeal toyour American common-sense, that common-
sene which has never yet made a mistake and which let us
pray never will. [In the manuscript this sentence was
crossed out and the following conclusion substituted:]
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Mr . P. says our trade will doublein ten years, | do not
sc why this should be so as he has not proved it.

Captain Alfred Thayer Mahan, cited as an authority in this speech, had
retired from the Navy in 1896. Earlier, in 1890, lectures he gave at the
W ar Collegein Newport had been callected and published as Thelnfluence
of Sea Power upon History, 1660-1773, abook at thistimejust beginningto
receive prominent attention. After hisretirement Mahan wr ote numerous
magazine articles, furthering his international reputation, and influencing
such men as Theodore Roosevelt and Henry Cabot L odge, who were then
engaged in an active effort to enlarge and improve the Navy. Shordy
after the time of this debate, when the Spanish-American War broke out,
Mahan was recalled from retirement to srve on the board of srategy
directing naval operations. He died in 1914; with the outbreak of toe
Second World War, and epecialy after the Japanese attack on that " not
generally known" United Sates port, Pearl Harbour, his name and wor k
again became front-page news. An article in the New York Tribune, dated
Washington, January 11, 1898, commented on the majority committee
opinion which Senator Cushman Kellogg Davis of Minnesota, Chairman
of the Committee on Foreign Relations, presented before the Senate
He was quoted in part: " '"We should take the idands while we have
the opportunity, and if we do not want them it will be a very easy matter
to get rid of them on our own terms' " The Tribune then went on to
date that the Senator "showed that they [the idandg would be a very
important territorial acquisition to either Japan, England or Russa, and
expressed the opinion that either of those powers would take the idands
on our hands at any time we might make known our desre to be rid of
them." The report concluded: * 1t would be essy enough to turn them
over to some other country . . . but who, the Senator asked, will say that
it will be so easy for us to take them at some future time, in cae we
voluntarily deprive oursdves of the present opportunity ?*  Since Davis's
gpeech would have appeared in all the newspapers the morning of F.D.R.'s
debate, undoubtedly he was the "foolish Senator” mentioned.

" lam hoping to get the pink-eye
sol cancomehome..."
[GROTON]
JAN. 21, 1898,
FRIDAY.
My dearest Mama,
After leaving you this morning Warren and | settled ourselves in the
train. As we had both forgotten to wind our watches last night we
asked the conductor for the right time. He told us 8.30 so we s our
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watches. On arrival at Boson we went graight to the Union Station
& left our coats & parcds, intending to take a walk, for We had two
hours on our hands

After looking into various shops we returned to the Station at 10.30
but to our dignay we found our watches were 1 hour dow and that
it was 11.30 not 10.30! We had therefore missed the n o'clock train
& had towait till 3 p.m.! Wethen had lunch in the gation & aswe
had loads of time | looked up Dr. Niles address 561 [? 361] Boylston
S. and went there in a trolley with Warren. When | told him |
wanted my tooth out he held up his hands with horror. He said that
no decent Dr. in Boston would recommend doing it & | think heis
right. He said the cavity would never entirely fill up and that the
difference in sze of the two teeth would always be disfigurement. He
advisad having a porcdain tooth (which can be made an exact match
of the other) screwed on the root and he said it would be absolutely
permanent. He says my jaw should not have any teeth pulled at
present asit will continueto widen till | am 30yrs. old. He said every
dentist in Boston would say the same & was quite surprised at Durand.
| have therefore given up my appointment tomorrow.

AsWarren'steeth gill had a good many holes, he took my appoint-
ment but | am afraid he will not be able to go, as he complained of a
sorethroat thisp.m & is pending the night in theinfirmary.

After leaving the Dentist we took a ride through the subway.

We left at 3.00 & got to Ayer at 4.00 & at the School at 4.30

Thereis hardly any snow left here & all isdush, so | am hoping to
get the pink-eye so | can come home

With much love & hoping you had a comfortablejourney home, Se
found Papa all well

My cold is about the same but | shall take a dose of Cas-tonight

Ever

F.D.R.

Thisletter waswritten after returning from his grandfether's funeral at
Fairhaven. " Durand" was the Roosevdt family dentig in New York.
P.D.R. had injured his tocth at Campobelo the summe before the
eventual reult wasto bethewell-known denture which had awaysto be
sreva into place before he made a gpesch.
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" lam almost sorry thishasnot
turned into pink-eye.. "

GROTON SCHOOL
THE INFIRMARY,
JAN. 25, 1898,
TUESDAY.
My dear Mama and Papa,

| have been up here since Saturday Night, with a sore-throat, but
itisnot at all serious. | was in bed on Sunday & yesterday so could
not write you, but today | am up in the convalescent room.

Warren is here too; he came in on Friday night with the same
complaint, and yesterday we were in the same litde room together.
Today Warren has taken his meds down gairs, but still days in the
convalescent room with me and severd others, who are getting over
colds. | am amost sorry this hes not turned into pink-eye, as | should
have come home in that case, but should have lost alot of lessons As
it is | shall have to work hard for | [a] few weeks as | have missed
amost a week.

Since | saw you a Fair Haven we have had a regular January thaw
here so | have not missed any winter sports. | have been playing games
violendy & studied the rest of the time.

Many thanks for the ties & your letter which came this morning. |
think the ties are awfully nice & have one on at present.

As usual this Infirmary is terribly hot the thermometer being 78°in
this room at the present moment. | am sure it must be bad to have
such heat and | fed like afading flower dready, & am sure | will have
entirely wilted by tomorrow.

| have begun taking my Cod Liver Oil regularly now and | think
it must have some peculiar qualities for it makes me seeze every
time after taking it.

| am wondering when Edmund is coming back for he is the only
boy who has not returned since the Christmas holidays.

| was realy plessed to hear that dear Grandpapa had left Algonac
to Uncle Fred A. and | think Aunt Tilly will grow to love the old
place if she lives there any time. | was ds0 glad to hear that a legacy
hes been left to Kitty Crummy & the old servants, but | am wondering
what Aunt Annie & Uncle Fred will do, & if they will continue at
Algonac

Ever with dear love F.D.R.
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Thisletter waswritten in pendl, and isbadly smudged. Though Algonac

to Frederic Delano, heonly used it in the summer months it was
the Hitches who lived in it, ana Aunt Annie who presded over and
became identified with it for the next thirty-odd years After her degth
Frederic Ddano and his wife made it thar pemanent home  Kitty
Crummie wes the family ssamdres at Algonac.

el

" Warren got abloody nose, but
hegave Fair a black eye . . ." [GROTON]
JAN. 27, 1898,
THURSDAY.
My dear Mama & Papa

This morning | came out of the infirmary for good and although
dill alittleweak and shaky | fed almogt well. Yesterday | took dinner
and supper down dairs but had to spend the res of the time in the
convalescent room.

Warren left the infirmary yesterday and seams to be perfectly well
today. Hehad exactly the sametroublel had, and we wer e both in the
infirmary the same length of time.

| am so glad Brother Rosy is coming up here next Saturday as it
will break the tedium of the term very nicely and he will be here on
my birthday besdes | do hope he won't gay at the Lawrence's as
that would be an awful nuisance, especialy now when the roads are
in very bad condition for walking.

We have about 10 inches of snow here now and consquently there
is no skating, but the tobogganing is not good as there is no crugt and
the snow fliesand drifts all over.

| have really missad a whole week of lesons as it was a week ago
today that | went to Fair Haven.

Warren had a fight in the gymnasum with Mr. Thomas H.P.
Farr Jr. Esg. the son of one of Aunt Jenny's bosom friends at Orange
I think. Warren got abloody nosg, but he gave Farr ablack eye & cut
lip and on thewhole got a littlethe better of him | think.

Thereisvery littleto write about now and everything will be dull
until Washington's B. | hope Papa went to the meeting of the parents
on Monday as| hear it wasinteresting and that 68,000$ was raised for
the endowment fund and the new building and chape; they have
$135,000 already | heard and want $200,000.

With loads of love Ever your own sn FDR

Ot
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" Whatasurprisesanddelight.."

[GROTON]
JAN. 30, 1898,
SUNDAY.

My deares Mama and Papa,

Y ou have no idea what a aurprise and delight the Birthday hamper
was to me.

Everything | like best wasin it and | shall be able to feast for weeks
to come with my friends.

It ssams indeed strange to be away from home for my birthday, but
as| saw you only aweek ago it doesnot seam so bad.

Y ou arc altogether too good to me, giving me a much needed key-
ring, on top of so many other presents But of course snce you indst
on giving it to me, | cannat but accept! | think you had better keep
thekey-ringuntil | sseyou again as| never uemy keysup here. Many
thanks for your telegram which | got late lag night. It quite made me
fed asif | was with you.

| was s0 sorry to hear about Edmund's voice and hope he will be
back soon, asheismissing alot of lessons

Poor Jamesisin the infirmary and so | suppose prevented his father
from coming up yeterday. He is better today and may get up and
go to the convalescent room.

Yederday afternoon | went with skiing with two other boys and
had a very exciting time on some hills near the pond.

The month for marks ended yesterday and the marks will be read
out in aday or 0. | do not expect to get a high mark as| have missd
0 much. | have only had one black-mark and no latenesses so | am
one month nearer the prize.

This morning we had morning service in the School-room as the
chapd was very cold and could not be heated.

MrsLowisup hereand | saw her thismorning after service

This morning | got a telegram from Aunt Annie and Uncle Fred
saying: " Loving wishes for many happy returns of the day.” | think
it was awfully good of them to think of me and | shall of course write
them immediately.

We had afternoon service again in the school-room this p.m and
after that | wenttoMr . Gardner's.

| sent you my debate in rough lag night and | hope you got it.
Many thanks for the two Graphics you sent,lagt week. | got them
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when | wasin theinfirmary, so they heped to pass away the time up
therevery well
Ever with dear loveto you both Your affec. son
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
Asfor the monthly report of January 29, 1898, it showed a B aver age-

probably the expected " low B," as there were three C's and only ane A,
thelatter in Saored Sudies "' Good," sad the Rector.

b

" J havewanted Audubon sJour-

nal ever sinceitcameout..."
[GKOTON]

FEB. 1, 1898,
TUESDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa,

Your dear letters of Sunday came last night bearing news of more
presents You must really gop giving me so many lovely things, as |
am aure | do not desrve them. You have both been far too good to
me already and | fed asif | had been getting presents every day snce
Chrigmas. | have wanted Audubon'sJournal ever snce it came out
and it is the nicest present you could passbly give me. | shall spend
every moment on it, but | dont really think | could give such a lovely
book to the Library as| should very much like to have it at home on
my own ornithological book-shelf!

The confirmation lectures begin tonight and are to be held every
Tuesday. The Bishop is coming up on March 16th for the confirma-
tion, so if you decide to comeup | will get aroom for you at Powell's.

Yesterday afternoon it began to snow and during the night it
increased to a gale. My transom blew open and the snow poured in.
| was awakened by a boy who fdt the snow fall on him and | found
a quarter of an inch on the floor and everything was wet. Luckily |
was fairly dry, as the snow blew right over me.

I managed to shut the transom with great difficulty and then pulled
my bed out into the middle of the dormitory and went to degp. In
the morning | found my dothes all wet but | dried them over the
regiger and for a wonder have had no cold snce | am absolutely well
now and take my Cod Liver Oil regularly.

You have never told me what became of the vase 1gave you at
Xmas and whether you got a new one. | wish you would tell me
about it when you write next.
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M any thanks for the 16 kissss and gpanks you sent | received them
yeserday and the latter are espedially welcome!

Wednesday. This morning | went skiing over the drifts which are
in some places 15 feet dep. | think skiing is great fun, and am aure
you would like it very much yoursdf as it is not nearly as tiring as
snow-shoeing and is much more easly learned.

Jamesis ill in the infirmary but will be out tomorrow or next day
as heis up in the convalesoent room today- | hear that Rosy is coming
up on Saturday & | hope Taddy will beentirely well by that time

Warren is going to ski to Groton this afternoon and | am to take
my boxing lesson at 4.

| shall take a few picturesin the snow thisyear and bring my camera
home at Eager as | want very much to take the new horses They
must be beauties and | am dying to s them

With a great deal of love and kisss to you both | am ever your
own sn

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Ancther maternal correction: theword " dieng" in thefinal paragraph
wesaltered toread " dying."

b

" Someonehasstolentheginger-
snapsout of my left rubber boot..."
[GROTON]
FEB. 4, 1898,
FRIDAY,
My dear Mama and Papa

Jud aline to sy that the marks came out today and that | got a B
asusual. | am afraid | wasnot as good aslag term but | missad nearly
a week and had my debate on hand beddes Taddy got a C.
and Warren | am sorry to say sood 12 in his form of 16. His mark
was 5.92. Heisrather ashamed | think and | have asked him to take a
regular time every day to sudy out of schoadl.

Yeserday the lovely " Aududon; and hisJournals' came and | am
perfecdy delighted with it. | have already read quite alot and am sure
| shall pend every pare moment on it until itis  finished. #

Taddy came out of the infirmary today, so | hope he will be all
right when his father comes tomorrow. | hear that they will not get
here till 7 0'dock so suppose | shall not e them until Sunday.
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| suppose you will have given up all idea of coming up this month
if you comeup on Mar ch 16th for the confirmation

| «ill continue to ddlight in the "goodies' although some one has
ddiberately solen one of the tins of the ginger-snaps out of my left
rubber boot. | have vowed vengeance and will not bury the hatchet
until | recover it.

Ever with dear love Your own son,

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
Theword " moment*' in the ssoond paragraph was added by hismather.

At
" Heshowed ussomeof their
moneywhichistin..."
[GROTON]
FEB. 6, 1898,
SUNDAY.

My dear Mamaand Papa,

Brother Rosy and Helen came lagt night but as it was so late | did
not se them till this morning.

Yesterday afternoon | went to Groton on skiswith Warren Motley.
We had a splendid time and as there were several good szed hills it
was quite exciting

Jug before we got to the village we took off our <is and buried
them in the snow and went into the village to buy crackers on foot.

| went to lunch with Brother Rosy and gpent mogt of the afternoon
going over the schoal with them.

| will find out whether the confirmation serviceisto bein the morn-
ing or the afternoon, but will take the two rooms for the evening of
the 15th anyway, as| will be able to changein case you decide to come
Wednesday morning.

This evening thereisto be atalk in the gudy by M r. George about
the George Junior Republic which you have of course heard of.

It has been mdlting today o if it freezes tonight we shall have good
tobogganing and skiing on the crud.

Monday a.m.

Lad night M r . George gave thetalk which was extremely interesting.
Brother Rosy and Helen werethere and | think enjoyed it very much,
but grange to sy they went back right afterwards and did not day
for prayers. M r. Georgetold how the Junior Rep. was an aimost exact
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In 1866 touchdowns were worth four points, field
godls five, safeties two, and goels after touchdown two




The signature to this let- 7 P na A -
ter begins to resemble the Sl 5o S

Jamiliar band of later years




Further experimentation with bis sig
nature, o phonetic version in Creek




This family portrait token during F.D.R’s final
year at Groton was the last to be made before
the death of James Roosevelt in December 1900




At Campobello, theschooner " Half'Moon" at her mooring

At Hyde Park for Christmas, a free ride for FD.R.’s dog




“Mr Peabody bas told us that our country cannot be
safe withowt Hawaii. 1 shall try to disprove this. . . ”






















This rough copy of bis speech, with marginal
reminders, served F.D.R. for notes. The debaters
were not allowed to read their speeches verbatim




FD.R. karned from bis parents, to whom the report was
posted, that be had scored a gentlemanly 76 per cent. in this exam.




He wrote bome for “a tail coat . .. for an old country bumpkin in bis best London
clotbes.” The Groton sixth-form play, showing F.D.R. third from the right, standing.




On a winter's day at Groton, Franklin and classmate
Warren Motley coasting on a bill near by the school

F.D.R. and Helen Roosevelt on the Hyde Park lawn




model of our own on a small scale (indeed they had only one police-
man!) He showed us some of their money which istin with George
Junior Rep. & thevalue samped on it.
Ever with a great deal of love Y our own son
FDR.

In 1890 William Reuben George etablished a camp on afarm at Freaville
N. Y., near Ithaca; it wasknown asthe" Freaville Fresh Air Camp,” and the
boys and grlswho went therewere st through dieN.Y. TribuneFresh
Air Fund. Over gferiod of a few yean the camp underwent a curicus
change It indituted trials of those who misbehaved, by juries composd
of ather boysand girls In payment for the work done token money was
issued which was good for purchessswidiin the camp. A regular govern-
ment was edablished, moddled on that of the United Sates with three
branches farm buildings were named the Court Housg the Government
Building, and o on. By 18% the camp had cometo be dffidally known as
the George Junior Republic. It operated like a town, absrving the laws
of New York Sate and adding its own local ardinanoss At thetimethat
its founder gaoke to Groton Schod the movement wes Soreading, with
Junior Republics darting in ather dates shortly the National Assodation
of Junior Republics wes etablished, with Gearges grest friend and up-
porter, Thomas M ott Oshorne as presdent

At

"Heworenotie, had noteeth
andhadawhiteheard. . ."
[GROTON]
FEB. 9, 1898
WEDNESDAY.
My dear Mama & Papa

| was perfcedy delighted to hear you are coming up next Saturday
to pend Sunday.

| went to Mrs Powdl's this morning and have engaged a room and
dressing-room for Saturday afternoon. | had no difficulty in getting
the rooms so | suppose you will be there alone, which will be much
nicer than if there were a crowd.

It is melting here hard today and the snow had already perceptibly
decreased, and as it is too sicky for snowshoang or skiing there is not
much to do.

Warren had another tooth ache lagt night 0 he has gone to the
dentigt in Boston today to have it attended to.

| think [1] forgot to tell you in my lag letter that we had had a
lecture lagt Friday on Memory; it was by a Dr. Pick who looked as if
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he had come out of theark! He wore no tie, had noteeth and had a
white beard nearly two feet long! His lecture was very good & he
showed us how to remember along list of wordsin avery short time.

I mugt dose now and go to my boxing-lesson which is at 4.45.

Ever with dear love

F.D.R.

P.S. | shal try to meet you at Powell Cottage on Saturday night but
as shoadl begins at 7 p.ih 1 will not be able to if you arc late, but |
shall s you early Sunday morning anyway,

Dr Edward Pick wasthe author of On Memory and the Rational Meansof

I mproving I t, published somethirty yean before hewasa noted authority

in hisfidd, and looked, shodmates recall, much asF.D.R. desribeshim.

There was conddeable digoute as to whether he did or didn't wear a

necktie boyswould gand on ather 9de of him and alternatdy ask ques

tions causng hishead to turn sharply and his beard to flutter, but never

enough to dedde the matter. There wer e two emendationsby Mrs James

Roosevdt in this letter: in diefifth paragraph dhe changad " forge” to

" forgot," but negedted to add thenecessary | " ; and, in toefinal smtence

of thissameparagraph, seadded an "s' to" word."

" Alittlebird whisperstome
that theywereHyde Park donkeys. .."
[GROTON]
FEB. 15, 1898,
TUESDAY.
My dear Mama and Papa,

After schod yesterday | went to Mrs Powell's and got the garment
you mended for me. At noon the mail came at [and] it took several
boys to carry it as there were so many Valentines. | got two from
Tuxedo, in the morning and another in the evening from Orange

Astwo of them were alike | endose one of them which | think you
will find very amusing.

| was much surprised and pleased to get your letter from Wor cester
lag night. Theddightful surprissWarren and | got the other day we
forget to tell you about. We very naturally thought they were from
Muriel, in fact | had begun a letter to her thanking her for them! Of
oourse | shall not write her now, as alittle bird whigpers to me that
they were Hyde Park donkeys, & fine spedmens at that.

The asxs are indeed symbolical of their owners and | am sure you
will agree with mein thidl
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| shal be very careful in taking the pills not to take too much, but
| do not expect to need them long as | have not coughed yesterday as
much as| did the day before, and if the weather continues fine | hope
to shake it off entirey

It was too delightful having you up here and | only wish you could
have sayed a week. You will be pleased to hear that little Hollister
is really improving and is practically out of danger now. | hope you
had a comfortable journey on and that Papa did not have to be in
N.Y. much thisweek.

Ever with dear love to you both

FDR

P.S. Warren is ill in bed from some unaccountable reason but the
nurse sys hewill get up at noon & will be out tomorrow.

FDR
gy
" We heard the news of the
'"Main€e' yesterday
[GROTON]
FEB. 17, 1898,
THURSDAY.

My dear Mama and Papa,

Many thanks for your Ietters and the Bromo-Quinine and Gum-
Arabic. | have taken the B-Q two or three times a day and | think
my cold is much better

Yeserday it snowed and blew very hard so the half-holiday was
postponed till this afternoon

Taddy has aked me to go to Groton with him on kis and asiit is
the best exerdise | can take | shall go but | do not intend to buy much
food.

You will be surprised to hear that poor Warren istill in theinfir-
mary The nurse sys he may be out tomorrow, but his cough has not
got much better.

Hoallister is rapidly improving and is entirely out of danger now.
His father & mother dined at the schodl yesterday and may go home
soon.

We heard the news of the " Maine" yeserday & everyoneis much
excited

If the accdent turns out to have been done by Spaniards, | think the
whole schoal [will] take up arms and sail to Spain!
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Friday 8. am.
Yedterday afternoon | went to Groton with Taddy on kis We

had great fun and Taddy was too funny trying to carry home alot of
oranges a pot of jam & some biscuits We missed the oranges when
we got half way home & found a hole in the bottom of the bag.
We turned back and found an orange every hundred fegt & finally
recovered them all.

Many thanks for the photos. Two have already gone, but | think
| shall givethe other to M r. Billings. The weather isfineand | hardly
coughed at all yesterday. The gageisbeng put up in the gym. & we
areall looking forward to Tuesday.

Ever with dear love

FDR.

The Mainewas blown up in Havana harbour on February 15. Sighdy
morethan amonth later toe Navy Department announcad that the explo-

son had bean causad by an exterior bomb.
han
" Peoplehavealready begun to
arrivefor theplay. .."
[GROTON]
FEB. 20, 1898,
SUNDAY.

My dear Mama and Papa.
| received adallar from Aunt Jenniethe other day for the Grotonian

and as you gave me the money for her subscription, | endose the dollar
to you.

Warren cameout of theinfirmary yeserday for hismeels, and today
will be out a little longer, but | think he will come out for good
tomorrow.

We have tickets for the play on Tuesday, & | have a ticket ds for
the play at Groton on Saturday the 26th as the IV Form is allowed
to go.

Yesterday afternoon | went skiing on a very segp hill above the
pond. We shat nearly halfway aorcss if we got safdy down the hill.
Once | fel right on the edge of the ice and it gave way under me so |
got one leg nicdy soaked. You can judge from this that my cold is
absolutdy gone, & tomorrow | shall begin calighenics again.

People have already begun to arrivefor the play, among cthersMr .
& Mrs. Farr, Aunt Jenniesfriends.
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| hear that Aunt Kasdeiscoming up herenext Saturday, & Warren
isdelighted asit isthefirs time she has been up Snce he hasbeen here.

It has half-snowed, half-rained here all day so we have not been able
to go out except to church. The Lenten services begin next Thursday
& aretobehdd every Thursday till we go home.

Monday a.m. Itisdill deging heretoday. Warren isto come out
of theinfirmary for the whole day, so | think hewill beall right for
the play tomorrow. Your letter of Friday just received. Too bad
about Lyman and the meedes Aunt Jennie thought he would excape
them this time as he has had them before. Budl Hollister is fag
improving, and isentirely out of danger now

Ever with love

F.D.R.

The Grotonian wasthe schod magazing which published a misodlany of
literary efforts shod news and reports on athletic events F.D.R. later
joined theeditorial gaff.

e e

" | should think hewould stick

toagoodj ohwhen hehasitl .. ."
[GROTON]

FEB. 24, 1898,
THURSDAY.
My dear Mama and Papa

It rained and snowed all day on Monday and Tuesday so thevistors
did not have good weather. About sixty people came up, including
Mrs. Goodwin & thelittlekid Goodwin.

| went to lunch with them on Tuesday and in the afternoon when
the rain gopped for a moment we went out driving, but had to come
back when it began again.

Supper was at 545 and we only had f of an hour evening schoal.
The play began at about 8 o'dock and was really splendid, the best
they have ever had. | snd you the programme, which please keep as
| would liketo haveit.

The play is to be given again in the Town Hall on Saturday & |
have avery good set. Warren & | have dso got three sstsfor Aunt
Kasse Mr Collier & Muriel, as| think thelas two would like to sse
it even if Aunt Kasdeis unableto.

Warrenwill not gototheVillageasonly thethresupper formsare
allowed to but my st isonly a short disgance from the others. Yester-
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day afternoon | worked in die gymnasium Se boxed as it was wet out-
dde & today | am very iff as a result. The monthly marks end on
Saturday so they will come out some [time] next week. This afternoon
we had the first of the Lenten srvices The sermon was by Mr,
Fprague of Charlestown and was very good.

| got aniceletter from Mr. Dumper today & you will be surprised
to hear that he expects to go back to Kenyon College next autumn. |
should think he would tick to a good job when he hasiit!

Ever with loads of love

FDR

The miniger mentioned here was Philo Woodr uff Sorague of S John's
Episoopa Church, Charlesown, Mass

b

"Noonewashurt andthehorses
were quiet..."
[GROTON]
FEB. 27, 1898,
SUNDAY.
My dear Mama and Papa,

Yeserday morning at 12.30 Aunt Kasse Muriel & Mr. Collier got
here. Warren and | met them at the Whitney cottage and stayed to
lunch. After lunch we went out for a deigh-ride, thro' the village
and over the Lawrencesbridge towards West Groton. When wetried
to turn the degh the runner, catching in the hard crus broke & the
degh upsst. No one was hurt & the horsss were quiet, but the deigh
would not run as the broken runner turned under. We borrowed an
old board at a farmer's and wedged the two runners apart, & 0
managed to get home. | then had a boxing lesson and went over to
suppe with Aunt Kasse At 7 o'dock Warren went back to school
and Mr. Collier Muriel and | drove with several other vidtors at the
cottages, to the town-hall for the play; it was very good, as before,
and Muriel was perfectly ddighted withit. | st with them and drove
back with them but it wastoo bad that Warren could not comewith us

This morning after breakfagt | went over to Whitney'sto tell Aunt
Kasie that Warren could not come till later on account of Choir-
practice. At ten o'clock the Peabody baby was chrigened in the study
by he father. She was named Marjorie and her God-parents were
M. Billings, Mrs. John Lawrence and Mrs. Peabody
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I went to lunch with Aunt Kasic and afterwards we took a walk
about the grounds. In the evening they came over to early parlor but
did not gay for late as they left so early tomorrow.

Monday. am

| went to say good-bye at Whitney'sjust after breskfast asthey |eft
at 8.30. After schodl | went skiing on the fine crus and had a very
exciting time. The exams begin in two wesks so | shall begin sudying
pretty soon. Many thanksfor the Graphic which came on Saturday

Ever with loveto you both
FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

o

"You will be surprised to see
what good girlsboysmake! ...

[GROTON]
MARCH 2, 1898,
WEDNESDAY.
My dear Mama and Papa.

| have aked Mr. Peabody about the confirmation and find the
Bishop is coming on Wednesday March 16th and the service is to be
in the afternoon. Please tell meif you wish me to get rooms or if you
have got them already.

Yegterday morning | went skiing and in the afternoon the marks for
lag month came out. 1, as usual, got a B, a pretty good one | think,
and | got an A in Latin for thefirst timethisyear. Thismorning | got
an invitation for Warren and me to lunch with the Reynolds We
went there at 1.30 and had a very nice time, gaying a short time after
lunch. | then went skiing until supper timeand had a very good time
as Mr. Ayrault and sveral other boys made record breaking very
exciting.

The winter Sports begin on Saturday, and | have entered severa
events among which are boxing and high-kicking. | think you will
be sorry | have entered the high-kick, but | do not think | shall hurt
myself much thistime. | do not expect to win thistimeas| am in the
2nd dassingtead of the 3rd and several boysin it are better kickersthan
| am.

Thursday.

The examinations begin two wesks from today so | shal begin
studying next Monday.
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We arcto have the and L enten service this afternoon and the sermon
isto be from a Professor Natch of Theological Seminary.

Warren sood better in his form las month than the month before
Hisplacewas 9th | think and his mark 6.25 about.

| have ordered a few pictures of the actorsin the play and | am sure
you will be surprised to s what good girls boys make! The Fives
Tournament isin progress and what with practisng for the Sports we
areall kept very busy now. | was so sorry to be away when the babies
were at Hyde Park, as| am sure you mus have enjoyed having them
very much

Ever with dear love to you both

"Natch" wes a mispdling of the lag name of Dr Henry S. Nash, of the
Episoopal Theological Saminary. Hewas one of die Rector's very dosest
friends His son, Dr Norman Nash, became Bishop of Massachusdts in
1947.

"I got on very well until one of
my potatoesfell out. .."
[GROTON]
MARCH 6, 1898,
SUNDAY.
My dear Mama and Papa,

The winter Sports meeting began yesterday morning with the ten
yardsdash. | camein sscond in my heat, and so lose all chance for the
cup. In theafternoon we began with Potato Racewhich is alwaysvery
amusing | got on very well until one of my potatoes fell out of the
bucket, and in my hage to put it in | fell down, and my potato rolled
away!

After the Potato Race we had Featherweight Boxing, several good
matches between kids. After that came Light-weight Boxing in which
| had two three minute roundswith Fuller Potter. We both came out
with bloody nosss and cut lips, but the match was decided in his favor.
I did not much expect to win asthisisthe third year he has boxed and
even then we were quite do

It istoo lovely to think of coming homein two weeks, even though
aweek of exams comes firdt. | think | shall pass nearly all, but | may
fail one or two as| am so very busy now, and am not going to grub
much for them.
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Last Thursday we had the second L enten service and the sermon was
from Prof. Natch of the Divinity School, and was very good.

| can hardly realize that you sail next month and | think that in some
ways it would be nicer if we could all go together later, but in that
case we should have to give up Campobello.

I have not yet received the plans for my boat but expect them every
day, and shall send them to you when they come. Please don't for get
to bring up something to take my ulser and extra clothes home in
when you come on the 16th. Poor Edmund has been in the infirmary
several dayswith a cold, but he may be out tomorrow. This evening
we had a new dish added to our supper in the shape of cheese Our
Sunday supper is very good now, as we have hot rolls, raspberry
jam, cheese and cake.

| havewritten to Arthur Dumper asking him to cometo HydePark
for a day or so during the holidays | was sure you would not mind
having him for a day or so, and it isnot asif hewere at all a stranger.

Ever with dear love to you both

F.D.R.

" The plans for my boat" is a reference to the sailing-boat, New Moon;
when it was built he sailed it during the summer at Campobelo, and ds
had it brought to Hyde Park for use on the Hudson.

A

" ...asfar fromthe Good Path

as ever.."
[GROTON]

MARCH 8, 1898,
WEDNESDAY.
My dear Mama and Papa
Y ou will be surprised to hear that that [sic] we have anew boy here,
in the place of Billy Rogers. He is Duane Humphreys whom you
doubtless remember at Hyde Park. He has entered the 3rd form and
seams to get on well
Buell Hollistcr has gone home to recuperate and his recovery has
been very quick and satisfactory. Edmund has been in the infirmary
nearly a week but ismuch better now and expects to be out tomorrow.
Warren also had a little cold and went to the infirmary on Monday
evening, but he may be out tomorrow.
The Sports are still going on and | think my high kick will come on
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Friday or Saturday. | am not sure when the confirmation comes on
Wednesday, but | rather think it comes soon after lunch, but if it
comes after 4 p.m | shall tlegraph you. | do hope Papa will be able
to come, and am very glad thereis a chance of Aunt Dora's coming.

Mrs & Miss Reynolds have left and Mrs Reynolds ssamed very well,
and she came to church several times before she left

Thursday

Warren cameout of theinfirmary thismorning, but Edmund istill
there only coming down for meals

| found thismor ning that the confirmation servicewill beat 3 o'clock
S0 you can not possbly be in time by coming on Wednesday. My
high kick comes tomorrow morning after school, so you may find
me on crutches as | have made up my mind to get the 2nd prize,
altho' | shall have to beat three boys who kicked higher than | did
lagt year.

We are to have a confirmation lecture on Saturday night and the
lag one on Monday, and on Tuesday evening there is one for the boys
who are to be confirmed—only about 20 | think.

You ak if Taddy is to be confirmed. No such happy thing, and
atho* he went into one lecture, he has*nat been in dncg & is as far
from the Good Path as ever

With agreat dedl of loveto you both & excuse for this hasy scrawl
Ever

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

William Beverley Rogers who dropped out of the dass of 1899, lived at
Garrison, not far from Hyde Park. Hewas digandy rdated to Edmund

Rogers

" | have heard several Bluebirds

and seen oneRobin ..."
[GROTON]
MARCH 13, 1898,
SUNDAY.

My dear Mama and Papa,
Lag Friday morning after schoal the I dass High Kick took place
I got second with Louis De Koven first. His kick was 8 ft £ in. and
mine was 7 ft. 11%in, just one inch lower, but my kick was 8 inches
higher than | did lag year. | hurt my elbow the same way as lag year,
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but | do not think | will have any trouble with it, as| rub it and put
vaseline on every day.

| am so sorry that Papa has a meeting on Wednesday and cannot
come up here, but | am glad Aunt Dora is coming. | wonder ifyou
are going to spend Tuesday night in Boston or if you come straight
here on Tuesday.

We are having really hot weather here and the snow is rapidly dis-
appearing. The lovely birds are beginning to arrive. So far Song
Sparrows have come in full force and | have heard several Bluebirds
and seen one Robin. Itistoo bad the holidays come so early this year
asonly a few birds will have arrived, and very few things will be out.

Yesterday afternoon the finals of the Fives Tournament were played
by Devens and Birckhead. It was a splendid and very close game and
finally Birckhead won by a close margin. The Sportsare all over with
the exception of the final Heavy-weight boxing and that isto be decided
tomorrow morning.

Last night Mrs. Robeson who has aboy herein our form, read to us
in the study. She read several very amusing short stories and some
good poems.

Edmund still gays in the infirmary only coming down for meals,
but he hopes to come out tomorrow.

It islovely to think of seeing you so soon and then in lessthan a week
| shall be home.

| shall let you take home with you my wrapper, ulster, rubber
boots, red sweater, blue suit, camera, tripod, and perhaps my water -
proofso bring up plenty of room for them please.

If Warren gets 5 more black-marks this term he will have to stay
over aday, ashehas 7 or 8 carried over to Saturday, but he expects to
be very good and israther frightened | think.

| do not understand why | did not have an A in Latin on my report
asMr . Abbott told me himself that | had an A. | intend to speak about
it as| do not wish to be cheated out of it if | really deserved it.

Ever with dear love to you both
F.D.R.

Hismother and hisAunt Dor a Forbescameup to ssehim confirmed in,the
chapd at Groton by Bishop Lawrence, on March 16. HisFebruary report
did, indeed, makeno mention of an A in Latin, but hegot A*sin Algebra,
French, and Sacred Sudies.
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"Todayisperfectlylovely. ..
but we had calisthenics..."
[GROTON]
MARCH 18, 189,
FRIDAY.
My dear Mama and Papa,

| hope you had a pleasant journey on with Aunt Dora, and found
Papa well.

Yederday afternoon we had a Latin Composition Exam, and |
pased all right.

This morning we had a very hard Mathematics exam and you will
be pleasad to hear that |1 got a good B. We then had a Greek and
Greek Composition Exam and | got through it all right

This afternoon | had a French Exam which | am sure | passd easly.
Tomorrow am we have English and Latin. | rather expect to fail my
English as | have had very little chance to sudy it, but | hope to get
through my Latin. On Monday a.m we have Sacred Studies & History
both of which | expect to pass

| am terribly busy so please excuse this hasty scrawl. | am looking
forward to seang you at 3.30 on Tuesday

Today is perfectly lovely without a cloud in the sy, but we had
calighenics for the lag time after school so we could not go out.

Ever with dear love to you both

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

His final mid-term report, dated March 21, shoved that the expetted
failurein English did not materialize, for he got a B in that examination,
dwin the Latin test His average mark was a B, and the Rector jotted
down: "Very good." And the Eade hdliday intervened.

e

"It seemsveryfamiliar tobe
back here, andrather sickening. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
APRIL 5, 1898,
TUESDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa,
It ssEms very familiar to be back here, and rather sckening to think
of twelve longs weeks here, before getting home again.  On account
of the snow and dedt our train was nearly an hour late when we got to
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Worcester, de we therefore missed the regular train on here; we how-
ever |eft again at 6.30 and got to the School at 8.15 instead of 645 We
immediately had Supper and we are now in the School-room writing
home.

| eat my littlelunch at 2. o'clock and drank a bottle of Sarsaparilla.

Aswewere so late getting to Wor cester, | took there a cup of Coffee
and someralls. Wefound it snowing here and everything sopping. |
was only too thankful to have my water-proof, as the snow poured
through the front of the barge altho' it was dosed on the Sdes

My dormitory is unchanged much to my disappointment although
it will be nicer in some waysin summer, asit isso airy. | do not yet
know what my st at tableis but | am hoping to benear Mr Gardner.

| hope Papa will se Fred. Tarns about the knockabout and if
he can only get good plans | will sse about having Richardson build
her.

| am of course hoping to e you before you sail but | do not want
you to come on if it isat all inconvenient, and you must not be worn
out before you sail

It istime to doxe & | hope will excuse this scratch, written with a
very pointed pen & with a great deal of love to you both and lats of
kisses

Ever your own son

F.D.R.

J. Frederic Tarns and Ashton Lamoinc were partnersin the firm of Tams
and Lemaine, yacht broken in New York City.

bl

" War seemstobelesslikelytoday..."
GROTON SCHOOL
APRIL 6, 1898,
WEDNESDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,

This morning breakfas was at 8 o'dock, so we did not have to get
up till 7.30. School began at 9 and laged till 11.45. We then handed
in our money and went up to unpack. | found my things all right,
and everything isin its right place now. | fed asif | had been here
quiteaweek ingead afew hours and everythingisrunning assmoothly
asif we had never left.
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| hope you did not forget to write to Thomas Rowland, & that
Anderson st the bird all right

There is to be a svice & address in the chapd this afternoon and
svicssevery day thisweek.

My st at table has been changed and | now St next to Lathrop
Brown and 2nd from Mr. Ayrault. There are about 2 inches of snow
here, but the sun is shining brightly now and we hope it will soon
disappear.

War ssamsto belesslikely today, 01 think you will leave all right
on the 20th.

Several boys have not come back on account of colds and | hope
neither you nor Papawill get cold in this bad weather.

Mr. Coolidge had a mild cae of Diphtheria in the holidays, and
will not return until May, so we must continue our Mathematicswith
Mr. Ayrault until hereturns.

| have read some more in "Pendennis' and expect to finish it by
Saturday all right.

Tomorrow therewill be a srvice in the afternoon and Friday with
[will] bejust like Sunday and [with] Church twice. This p.m. we had
a short srvice & address from the rector.

The shoes came tonight and | am delighted to say they fittoa T
and are just what | wanted. The belt is d very nice & many thanks
for getting the pocket kodak films.

Thursday 8 am

Warren isin the infirmary and going home because he has heard
that one of the babies is ill with some dessase | am so sorry & hope
it isnothing srious & and that he will be able to return soon.

Ever your affectionate son

FDR.

Charles Anderson was a oneeyad buder, who srved with die James
Roosvdtsfor ten years and theredfter for forty-two yearswith Warren
DdanoHI and hisson, Lyman, at Sem Valdjc. Trow' sBusinessDirectory
of 189 carried the following amdl liging: " Thomas Rowland, 18 Sixth
Avenue, New York. All kinds of Birds, Animals and Fish Artidically
Mounted." Nedles to sy, F.D.R. was one of this gendeman s bes
augomas
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" | amhaving mywartsburned
off with nitrate of silver..."
[GBOTON]
APRIL 8, 1898,
FRIDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,

| forgot to tell you before | left that | would likeyou to tell the post-
maser at Hyde Park to snd all things, including newvgpapers to me
here while you are abroad, as anything is welcome to break the
monotony of schodl life.

Warren left at 8 o'dock yeserday morning and the nurse told me
today that it was little Kasse who had mumps. | hope she will not
have a bad cae of it, and that Warren may not have taken it, as |
should then probably come down with it and cause a general outbreak
in the school.

Yesterday after school we had a service and address from Mr.
Newbegin the clergyman of the Ayer church. Today is a whole
holiday and this morning we had church at 11 o'dock and this after-
noon at 3.30.

| got your letter endosing the newspaper dip, which | thought very
good, and return it to you with thisletter. The Spanish Stuation ssams
to be unchanged, but | fed that every moment of ddlay isin the interests
of peace and that the Presdent isdoing all he can to prevent war.

After church this morning | developed two of the plates | took of
Top-mast and Top-Royal and they are excdlent | think. They are
drying now and | will ssnd you some pictures as soon as| print them.

| have almogt finished Pendennis and | shall glance over the "Last
of the Mohicans' as soon as| finish.

| am dieing to know what the Eagter presant is" which will bepretty
for summer wear," and | am anxioudy awaiting its arrival. | am
having my warts burned off with nitrate of slver and it will be com-
fort to get rid of them, asthey oread and crack continually.

| find my rubbers have disappeared, so | wish- you would snd me
up apair. | know you will get the right sze as the shoes you buy for
mealwaysfit better than theonesl try on mysdlf!

Ever with deares love to you both | am your affec. son

FDR

In 1946 MrsGeorge B. S George was detted to Congress on the Republi-
can ticket from the Twenty-ninth Election Didrict of New York Sate,
which embraoss Newbur gh, wher e the Ddancslived. Her candidacy had

175



the strong support of Hamilton Fish, oneof F.D.R/sbest-known palitical
antagonits Mrs St George is the former Katharine D. P. Collier, the
"little Kasse' of this letter. The miniger of St Andrew's Episcopal
Church in Ayer wasthe Rev. Edward H. Newbcgin. Theword " Stua-
tion" in paragraph four wasinserted by F.D.R'smoather.

-

" War seemstobenearer and
moreprobablenow..."
GROTON
APRIL 10, 1898,
SUNDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,

It ssams very queer to be away from home on Easter Day, and | am
thinking of you as having the Servicein the Old Church.

When we got up this morning, there was not a cloud in the sky,
but while we [were] in church it began to pour. It has cleared how-
ever this afternoon, and everything looks greener since therain.

I have finished Pendennis today and am very glad | read it, as it
was not only interesting, but | am sure will greatly improve my
English style.

I was much delighted last night to get your letter and lovely Easter
card, and Taddy was much touched at getting his, and he told me he
thought you were much kinder to him than his own family! 1 am
sorry to say that he got a D for the la month of lagt term, but he says
heis going to work hard all thisterm.

| was much surprised to hear by your letter that it is scarlet-fever
that little Kasse has, as all the boys up here heard that it was mumps.
| have not said anything about its not being mumps as | fancy Mr.
Peabody does not want to have a panic. 1 only hope none of the other
children will get it, but | am almost afraid little Sally may catch it, as
itisso terribly contagious.

| am longing to hear from you, whether you are coming next
Sunday but | know how very busy and upset you will bejust before
sailing and therefore fear you may possibly not be able to come.

We have been here almost a week now and are well sarted in the
term. Everyoneis of course looking forward to the 3 months' holi-
dayswith great delight.

W ar seams to be nearer and more probable now, and we can only
hope that Spain will do the wise thing and back down completely. |
very much wonder if you will be able to leave the country without
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difficulty in case war is dedared. Y ou mug not hestate to leave me
on this sde as | would be all right and | fed that Papa must not put
off going to Nauheim till July, as we might then not be able to go
at all.

Yeserday afternoon | went on the river with Laurie Rainsford as
the weather was quite summery. We saw a number of ducks and
other birds but the ssason here is scarody as far advanced as at Hyde
Park a week ago.

| shall write Warren this evening and to Aunt Annie, whose basket
has been a congant source of enjoyment to me and others

Ever with dearest love to you both | am your loving son

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
P.S. We expect Goodwin to return sometime tomorrow.

Therdeencetothe" Old Church" may beexplained by thefact that S
James Episoopal Church had no heating, and during die winter months
svicsswearemoved into the chapd; evidendy by this Eagter the westher
wes ditablefor the church itsdf.

e
" | amtohave my strength tested,
for thesecondtime. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
APRIL 13, 1898,
WEDNBSDAY.

My deares M ama and Papa,

| am perfecdy ddighted to find by your letter of Tuesday that you
and possibly Papa are coming up here on Sunday. | shall engage a
room for you & one for Calder tomorrow morning, and will go to
the Powell Cottage directly after breakfast (8.30) on Sunday in ca®e
you come via Fitchburg.

On Monday the nines were made up. They are four preparatory
teams from which will be chosn in 2 weeks three regular cup nines.
| am fielder on Dan Draper's team and gand a very little chance of
making one [of] the cup nines We play or practice every day except
half-halidays.

This afternoon | went out canoeing with Laurie Rainsford, but we
did not s many birds and found no sgns of nests

| got alittle note from Warren saying that he hopes to come back
tomorrow or next day, so you will probably find him here when you
come on Sunday.
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| am to have my strength tested, for the ssoond time, tonight and
hopeto beat my lag 336. altho' | fear | will not asl am not in very good
training now.

Thursday. 12a.m.

Warren came back just now, looking well. He had quite a nice
timein Bogton but he said that it wasrather dull at Fair Haven.

| cannot write morenow asthe mail isgoing

Ever with love

F.D.R,
Calder was Mr s James Rooavdt'smaid.

e

"Jamverymuch afraidthat it
will bevery expensive. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
APRIL 17, 1898,
SUNDAY.
My dear Papa,

Many thanksfor sending theletter of Mr. Tarns& aso for your two
letters. | think you are very good to have taken so much trouble
about it. | am very much afraid that it will be very expendve to build
such a fine boat, and | think it would come pretty dose to $1,000 in
the end.

Now | never wished or expected to get that kind of a boat, and |
only expected to pay $200. or $300.

Do you not think | had better writeto Mr. Tarns and find out if
he has no fairly good safe second-hand boat, as | am sure there are
plenty of good boats of only one or two years old on the market. If
hehasnone, | will writeto Lawley or someother firm in Boston, where
| am sure some can be had. 1f not sfe already they could have lead
added and of course | should submit everything to you.

| shall however get the estimate from Richardson, and if it is over
$400 or $500 | should of course think it out of the question.

It islovely having Mama here and only wish you could have come
too but of course | know how how [sic] terribly busy you mus be
just before sailing

Ever with love your affec. son FDR.

George Lawley and Son were well-known Bogon yacht-builders
e
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""You neednotsign itasevery
word costssomuch...."
GROTON SCHOOL
APRIL 18, 1898,
MONDAY.
My darling M amaand Papa,

It wastoo lovely to have thelittlevisit from you, and it ishorrid to
think of your sailing day after tomorrow.

| hopeyou and Aunt Ellen had a pleasant jour ney home and caught
thetrain at Troy all right.

| think Aunt Ellen enjoyed her visit here very much and | was glad
she could come, although | did not have you to mysdf as much as if
you had been alone. | shal write again tomorrow to the seamer,
and after that | shall be waiting anxioudy until | get your cable. You
had better snd it to Roosevelt—School—Groton—Mass and you
nead not Sgn it as every word cods so much.

War sams more imminent today but | do not think it will come
for at least 10 days, s0 you will get to the other sde all right. | wonder
who is the captain of the " Mgjestic," now?

Have you st me any more five cent samps ? If not, could you send
me ome, as | have only enough gamps to lag me a month.

| suppose you had a rather busy time after you got home, although
with Eldeand Calder it will not be asdifficult asusual.

| have played golf this afternoon and tomorrow we are to play
Hopkinson. This afternoon M r. Lehmann the great English rowing
coach came up to coach our crews. Hewas up here lagt year Se was at
college in England with M r. Peabody.

It istime for the mail to dose now so | will stop.

Ever with deares love and lots of kises to you both | am Your
affectionate son

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
P.S. | wish you could drop me a line to say what Papa thinks of my
getting a 2nd hand boat
FDR

" Aunt Ellen" was hisUnde John Aspinwall Roosevdt'swife, the former
Ellen Murray Crosby. In paragraph four Mrs James Roosevet added
"not" tothephraze" | dothink."

R
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"If thereis anything I can do
for him in an ornithological
line.. "
GROTON SCHOOL
APRIL 19,1898,
TUESDAY.
My darling M ama and Papa,

It ssams hard to think of you as sailing tomorrow and somehow |
fed asif | would mind having the ocean between us much more than
| did lagt year. | only trust and pray you will have a good trip and |
will not be happy until | get your cablegram next Wednesday morning,
| hope. | will begin keeping the letter-diary method tomorrow and
will snd my letter on Friday.

| wonder if you know many people on board and if you st at the
Captain's table? | wish you would ssnd me a passenge-lig and the
daily runs, after you get aoross Thismorning we did all our studying
before lunch aswe are to play Hopkinson in an hour. | hope we shall
win but they haveavery srong team.

A very curious coincident happened yesterday. The grandmothers
of 3 boysin the school died the same day. One was the Cary's grand-
mother, Mrs Potter | suppoee & the other was Charlie Lawrance's,
Mrs. Lanier | think. Thethird wasold Mrs. Motley.

When you were up here on Sunday | forgot to tell you that Guy
Cary has been made a prefect this term, and als the ddest Rainsford
boy, s0 there are about eight prefects now.

| think you ought to have a fairly good voyage as we have
had a good deal of rain lately, and ought to have fine weather
now.

W ar ssams pretty threatening now, but | shall not mind it so much
when you get to the other dde Y ou will of course get all the news
from the " ParisHerald" the delightful paper | took so much pleasure
in at Nauheim! | wish you would give my kind regardsto Mr. &
Mrs. Foleyjambey, and tell him that if thereis anything | can do for
him over herein an ornithological line, 1 should be very pleased to
do 0.

| wonder if you will seMrs. O'Neil and Mr & Mrs. Barclay. If you
do please give them my regards

It is amog time for the mail to go, so | will doe now. Les
than ten wesks now before we meet again and | fed aure it will go
quickly.

180



Wi ith lots of love and hugs 8c kisses & ton voyage to you both, my
dearest Mama and Papa, | am always your very affectionate son

FRANKLIN

The Social Register offers some disagreement to the "very curious coinci-
dent," recording that Mrs Edward Modey died April 16, Mrs Charles
Lanier on April 18, and Mrs Howard Potter on April 19. Asregards the
prefect system, there were chosen—by the Rector, with some slight
advice from the departing sixth form and from the faculty—a number
of the outstanding boys of the entering sixth form to act as prefects,
having a semi-authority over the rest of the school and working closely
with the masters. There were a Senior and Junior Prefect, but no set limit
on the rest. Usually the first few were sdected during the summer and
announced at the beginning of their sixth-form year, and others were
appointed even aslate asthefollowing spring, asnoted here. Although the
boys chosen to be prefects were supposedly outstanding in their dass, at
timesthe "selection from above," and the large numbers of prefects named,
made the distinction an empty one. Cecil George Savile Foljambe was
Baron Hawkesbury, later Earl of Liverpool. He served for ashort timein
the Navy, retired, and entered Parliament, where he was a Liberal M.P,
until made a peer in 1893. He was a great bird-fancier, and had a fine
collection at hishome Osberton-in-Worksop, in Nottinghamshire, which
F.D.R. had visited on previoustrips to England.

R

" War is now inevitable . . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
APRIL 20, 1898,
WEDNESDAY.

My dearest Mama and Papa,

I am dunking of you today as going down to the steamer and
starting on your voyage. How | wish | could be there to s you off,
but it was partly made up for by your lovely visit on Sunday. | am
afraid you had a horrid day to start on as it has drizzled up here, and
I hope neither of youwill catch cold just before starting.

Thursday April 21st

| was much delighted to get your telegram saying that you had fine
weather for the start. Y our two letters from N.Y . came at noon today
and | was delighted to here that you got off comfortably. | hope you
finally got my last letter | sent it by the Tuesday 6 p.m mail and it
ought to have got there.

It must be nice for Aunt Dora to be able to go out with you, and |
am sure the change will do her a vast amount of good. It isrumored
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today that Spain has sant a squadron of 50 or 60 shipsagaing N.Y . and
the coad, so you may run right into them and end up in a Spanish
prison! War is now inevitable and we are awaiting Spain's reply to
our ultimatum. She will of course refuse to leave Cuba and on
Saturday our army is to aoss over and invade Cuba. | think by the
time this reaches you, that Cuba will have been rid of Spaniards and
Spain will be soon ready to givein.

| am so pleasad to here that Aunt Kasie & Hiram did not mind
Warren's coxing and | am going to write to them soon to tell them
how well he getison. | got anice letter from Aunt Ellen today about
J full of old jokes (!) but don't tell her this as she was kind towrite
at all. It is so funny that | shall snd it to you as soon as | have
answvered it.

We are having fine though quite cool weather here now, so | am
hoping it will not be rough on the ocean. | am sure you will have a
lovely time at Sr and Mrs. Foljambey's and you mug write me all
about it.

| am sending thisto 12a Curzon &. asyou said, and | hope you will
get it all right. After this| shall write ¢o Baring Bros, until | find
whereyou get rooms at Nauheim. How gsrangeit will seam to have a
dreat & housssright thro' the lovely Hugger mugger garden!

Thetimeis pasing quickly here and | don't think it will seam long
until June. | have taken a room (the one Aunt Ellen had) at Mrs
Powellsfor Sunday June 26th & Monday (Prize Day) in cae you want
to come up. It was the lag room she had & you can give it up all
right whenever you want to.

| hope you will have a nicetimein London & a pleasant journey to
Nauheim. Ever with bet love and kises to you both | am your
affectionate son

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

Therumour of die approaching Spanish squadron never actually materia-

lized, but it did perss. A few days later, in a digpatch from Bayonne

France dated April 27, theNew York Timesreported : " Accordingtoa
letter just recaived herefrom M adr id. .. a Soanish squadron, congsting of
four irondads and three torpedo-boat destroyers saled for the United

Sates yestarday. It wasrumoured that the squadron wes to deam direct

arassthe Atlantic and bombard northern portsof the United Sates”

e
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" War began today!. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
APRIL 22, 1898,
FRIDAY.
My dearet Mama and Papa.

| have some news to break to you. There are two cass of scarlet-
fever in the schoal, which broke out aday or two ago. Y ou need not
bein theleast alarmed, as| have quite made up my mind notto get it,
and asthey are car fully isolated thereishardly any danger. Of course
if by any chance | should get it you will have a cable, but if you hear
nothing before you receive this letter you may fed asured | have
exaped the plague. If1 do get it you need not worry as of course |
should have the very bes of care, and Aunt Annie will look out for
me. Thetwo cassin theinfirmary aremildand doing well. | cannot
think how they got it asof coursethey did not get it through Warren,
whoisin the bes of health.

War began today!

Spain refused to consde our ultimatum and gave Minister Wood-
ford hispasports Our fleat has sarted to blockade Cuba and the first
shat was fired today. The gunboat Nashville captured a Spanish
mer chantman off Cuba thismor ning, and of course everyoneiswildly
excited.

It israther unnecessary for me to give you the news asyou will get
it all by thelovely " ParisHerald." | fancy however you will be much
excited to hear of thewar when you get to Queenstown Tuesday night
or Wednesday mor ning.

| am rather afraid that thewar will interfere alittlewith the European
mails, as Spain has decided to allow privateering and that means she
will search all vesds for American goods

We are having an uneventful time up here with fine though cool
weather. We play baseball every day with a game againg some other
schoal nearly every half-holiday. You mug be having a lovely time
in London and | hope the weather isgood. | will writeagain Sunday
and Monday.

Ever with bet love to you both, | am your affec. son.

FRANKLIN.

IntheNew York Timesof April 22 thetext of the United Sates ultimatum

demanding that Spain withdraw from Cuba wes given. Editorially, the

New York Times commented: " Wego towar with Spain, not for the
accomplishment of an ambition, but in cbedience to the laws of nature
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... Inthe patient prooss of higorical evolution the moment hes arrived

when the opposng and enduring foroes of dvilization and barbariam

mug medt in theldand of Cuba" Genera Sewart L. Woodford, a Civil

War veteran and former Lieutenant-Governor of New Y ork, had bemn

appainted Miniger in 1897, his primary object to persuade the Soanish

Government to liberalizether ruleover theinaurgent Cubans Woodford
left Madrid on April 21 and arrived in Paristhe next day, histrain mesting
with hodtile demongrationsin Spain and being goned at Valladolid. On

April 22, as the blockade of Cuba by Sampsn and Schley began, the

Nashvillg an American gunboat of 13 71 tons captured the Spanish mer-
chant g¢eame Buenaventuraoff Key West

AP

" Weareall kept much excited

over thewar ..."
GROTON SCHOOL

APRIL 24, 1898,
SUNDAY.
My deares M amaand Papa,

You will be glad to hear that no more cass of scarlet-fever have
broken out, although one boy has a sorethroat and may break out.
If there are any more casss | think we shall go home for a few weeks.
Y ou need not bein theleast alarmed about me, as| think thereisvery
little danger of my getting it. | am absolutely well now and hope to
remain <. If weare sent home for any length of time, | may come out
to seyou even [if] it isonly for one week!

We are all kept much excited over the war. Yesterday the " New
York" captured a large Spanish deame of over 3,000 tons with a
very valuable cargoe.

It was rumored yesterday that the " Paris' had been captured by
Spaniards with 150 passngas and ammunition on board. It was
denied in the evening and | hope will not provetrue.

Warren isvery well and gets on all right with his coxing. Heis
doing much better at hislessonsand M r . Collier will have no cause for
being angry.

It has been raining both yeserday and today so there are puddles
everywhere. Thegassisabsolutdy green now and thetresslook very
fluffy. Our game yesterday with the Harvard Freshmen was post-
poned but we play some other team on Wednesday.

| can hardly wait for your cable which | hope to gt Wedneday
morning.
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| suppoe | will not get a letter for over a week and then they will
come regularly. Y ou ought to get my first letter a few days after you
get to London. | envy you going to Osberton and only wish | could
s the place and the birds again. | wonder where your roomswill be
at Nauheim, but | suppose you will be near the " Kurhaus' and not
down by theamdly little " ooze" and the " Kaizer hof" .

| have not yet heard aword about the knockabout but have written
to Dr. Sturgis for Richardson's address

Monday April 25th

| am sorry to say that today two more casss broke out. All parents
wer e telegraphed this morning and already 20 or 25 boys have l€ft.
| havenot heard from Aunt Annie, but | think shewill leave me here,
unless it getsworse. Warren isto gay until the school breaks up, but
| very much doubt if it will, asthey hope there will be no more casss

Later.

| have not heard a thing from Aunt Annie so expect to gay here.
This evening 35 boys have left in all and the place ssams deserted.
Edmund goes tomorrow early. | am really dieing to go home and
only wish you could be there as| should then go like a shot.

| will drop you alineif I find I am to go home before Wednesdays
mail doss

Ever with best love & kisesto you both | am your affec. son.

FRANKLIN D.R.

The battleship New York wes the flagship of Commaodore William T.
Sampson, commander of the North Atlantic Squadron, who wes charged
with blockading Cuba and containing the Spanish flet. The Pariswes a
ten-thousand-ton deame of the American Linebuilt in 1889; dehdd the
Atlantic record for four years after her launching. At this time she was
bound badk to the United Sates from Southampton. The rumour of her
capture which firgt appeared in the Bdfag papers on the afternoon of
April 23, was soon disredited, although for a time the quatations on the
Madrid Stock Exchange soared.

il

Following the letter of April 24, 1898, the correspondence breaks off and does
not resume until the fall. It appears that F.D.R., together with Laihrop Brown
and other schoolmates, decided to he off to the wars to fight the Spaniards. The
intention was to seek out the nearest recruiting station, and the intricate plan of
escape had come nearly tofruition when tell-tale marks appeared upon the
bodies of the leaders. They were quickly removed to the infirmary with scarlet
fever. F.D.R/'sfather and mother cut short their trip and returned at once,
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and Mrs James Roosevelt divided her time between her semi-invalid husband
at Hyde Park and her wholly isolated son at Groton.  Since the doctors would
allow her no contact with the latter, she used to climb up and seat herself on
top of.a stepladder outside his infirmary window, and read aloud to him for an
hour or so each day. When the disease had run its course F.D.R. was taken
home to Hyde Park and did not return to the school until September.

"lam all settled now in my new

quarters..."
GROTON
SEPT. 22, 1898,
THURSDAY.
My dearest M ama Se Papa,

I am all sattled now in my new quarters & am getting on well.
Yesterday afternoon | took two exams. Latin and Mathematics. |
pased the M ath easly with a mark of 80 and am pretty sure | passad
Latin although | have not yet heard about it. On Saturday | take
History & one other.

| need not take French or English.
| got alovely baket of fruit from Aunt Annie & am goingtowrite

to her & Aunt Laura on Sunday.
| forgot to tell you that Taddy isin the ssme dormitory with mel

and his study is no better.
| have lots of work to do in various things so you mug excuse this

awful scrawl

| need several things & will writeyou more fully tomorrow
FDR.

Hewas now a fifth-former, and thus entided to a gudy. Frank Ashburn

notes” Fifth and sixth formershad ether double or Sngedudies A sudy
varied from anarrow, but longish, affair just about large enough totake a
dek, dek chair, and awindow at, to a condderably larger one able to

take two deks two chairs and awindow sst. No banne's or pennants
wer e encouraged and no tadks could be driven into the wall. No large

comfortable chairswereallowed.”



" | wonder if you havewrittento
Mr. Peabody about myteeth?..."
GROTON
SEPT. 23, 1898,
FRIDAY.
My dear Mama & Papa—
| was much pleased to get your two Ietters, and to hear that you got
to F.H. [Fairhaven] all right. My cold is almost all gone & | do not
noticeit at all. | passed my Latin all right and tomorrow hope to pas
two more.
| wonder if you have written to Mr. Peabody about my tegh? |
would like to go in next Wednesday or Saturday, as the band is all
untied and doing no good. | tried to do it mysdf but could not get
one thread in. | really have no time to let the nurse do it as we have
towork very hard thisyear, & | can always have the band put on again
next year. The valise came all right from Hyde Park and 11 [sic] was
glad to get my football things. | have not played yet, only practiced
and am on the sscond twenty-two, playing tackle. My nose-guard
did not come—if it isat Hyde Park please snd it. Your letter endosing
riddles just come, | will write Catherine on Sunday. | think it is
awfully nice of Ellen to ssnd methe pillow but | would prefer a green
or blue one, as the couch is green corduroy. | wish you could snd
me a gass inkstand and a plain blotting pad for my table. | think you
musgt have some old one at H.P. Whatever you do don tframe the
phatos asthereisanarrow rail all round the room to ¢and them on. |
have begun to take notes for the " Grotonian" and do odd jobs for it.
It is the first sep towards becoming an editor although | may never
become one.
Will write tomorrow
Ever with loads of love FRANKLIN

et

" You havenoideahowniceitis
tohaveastudy..."
GROTON
SEPT. 25, 1898,
SUNDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa,
We have had rainy weather for the lag two days and now it is
cloudy though not raining. | wish you would write to the man who
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is marking my golf cup, to send it up here as | would like to keep it
on the mantelpiece in our room.

| found the book by Mr. Soley up here when | came and | wonder
if you wrote to thank her for it. You have no idea how nice it is to
have a sudy, and dojust as you like. | got my medal for the High
Kick of lag year and | as got a Punctuality Prizelast year whichMr .
Jefferson will give me soon. | dand no show of getting it again, as |
am in the Old Building and it is awfully hard to get over in time for
bregkfad in the morning.

| took my History Examination yesterday and passd all right On
Wedneday | am to take Greek and expect to get through all right.

We have two new subjeds this year, German and Roman History.
We have Mr. Woods in German, and so far it is awfully easy. We
have M r . Higley in History, and it israther dry. If you have not st
the other things | wish you could send me some kind of a litde tray or
something to keep my penholders and pendilsin. It isvery good for
my eyes having a gudy as | have a hanging dectric lamp with a green
shade on my dek.

Itisverylate & I'm wery wery cold so Goodnight.

| forgot | think to tell you | weighed exactly 130J with only my light
grey suit on & | will weight myself tomorrow sripped. The Knicker-
bockers came from Hollanders and are very nice but | shall not wear

them yet for some time. Ever with lots of love to you both
FDR

Thegolf cup wasa prizewon at Campabdlo the preoeding Lmmer. James

RusHl Sdey had married Mary W. Howland, who wasa cousn of F.D.R.

through James Roosevdt's fird wife, Rebecca Howland, Professr of

Higory and Law at the Naval Academy, and Asidant Sardary of the

Navy from 1890 to 1893. Sdley was the authar of a shdf of books about

the Navy and naval higory, mogly for ayounger audience—Boys of 1812\
TheRescueof Greely, The Blockade andthe Cruisers, Sailor Boys1861 and
athers The Punctudlity Prize was a leather-bound copy of Bacon's Essays;

it isnow in the Hyde Park library. L. P. Hdlander and Co., Codumers

wasthen alarge Bogon and New York dore



" /amin deadlyfear for myteeth

as | have no nose-guard..."
GROTON

SEPT. 27,1898,
TUBSDAY.
My dearet Mama and Papa,

| got the sofa-pillow from Ellen today and it is a perfect beauty,
red with with [sic] black curlykews all over it It looks very well on
the blue sofa, and with two more from the other boys will make a
very co2y place

We have begun writing a horrible kind of theme, unpopularly
known as "daily themes'! We have to write them every day for
gx weeks, and you can imagine how hard it is to get subjedts if even
for only one page. | have written two and am aready at a loss for
something to write on tomorrow.

Football began on Monday and we played a game today. In conse
guence| am lameand sore and bruised, and | am in deadly fear for my
teeth as | have no nose-guard. It must be somewhere at home as it
was taken home lag Xmas and did not come up with the things Else
Lnt.

Your letter from Algonac just come, & | am S0 sorry there there[sic]
istobea" mal demer" in the house-hold. It would be such apity to
lose Anderson & Calder after bouncing Else. Do write me all details
and developmentd

| had to buy a pair of foot-ball shoes ($4.00) and a canvasjacket
($.80) and | fear | must get a nose-guard unless you can find mine.
Tomorrow | take Greek and Latin Composition, the lagt exams, as |
did not have to do French or English. | think | told you on Sunday
that | got through my History all right. There are 35 new boys this
year, among them Lydig Hoyt and Lloyd Derby. | wonder if Cole-
man and Jefferson have gone to Miss Vuiton's?

Warren hasgot on all right in hisexams, only failing one, so he will
go into the 2nd form. | mugt dose now and writeto Ellen

The River mug belovely now, & | wish | could be there. Please
write to Thomas Rowland to ssnd my hawk and if the Boston birds
come | wish you could put the ins in a sparate box with naphaline
into the bird-closat.

Ever with loads of love to you both Affec.

FDR

Inthisand later lettersthere areinteresting remarks about the departures
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and replacements of various Hyde Park domedtics of which theeewas a
fairly large ¢aff. " Coleman and Jefferson” were W. Coeman Rogers
(sep. 130 n.) and Thomas Jeferson Newbold, abrother of Mary Newbold.

"...theRector thinkstheyare
toosnobbish..."
[GROTON]
SEPT. 29, 189,
THURSDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,

| got your telegram this morning, and was sorry you could not find
my nose-protector. | wonder why you want me to se the dentist on
Saturday. | was going on Wednesday next as there is a foot-ball game
on Saturday, but when | got your telegram | wrote at once for an
appointment at 3 o'clock on Saturday. | will have the band removed
and my teeth deaned.

| will get a noseprotector at once at the gore. | took my srength
test today and measurements for this year's chart. | got over 450 for
my strength teg, a good deal better than lagt spring, and M r. Skarstrom
sys my measurements show marked improvement although my heart
isgtill alittle weak, and | mug be careful in playing football not to get
too tired.

Later—

The package of things came this evening and | was delighted to get
them. Our room looks very nice now with pictures all round the
walls and cups on the mantle-piece.

| am very glad you got me the gock and it was very good of you
but the boys are not allowed to wear them up here as the Rector thinks
they are too snobbish. | shall be able to wear it however at home and
am very pleasad to have it. The glver brush will aso be nice for my
hat. We are having lovely weather now, not too cold or too warm.

| mugt doe now as it is time for my bath (the weekly onel).
M any thanks for samps and pos-cards alo blotter which isjust what
| wanted

Ever with loads of love Your affec son

FRANKLIN
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" You wouldbesurprisedto see

howregular myteethare..."
[GROTON]

OCT. 2, 1898,
SUNDAY
My dear Mama and Papa

Yederday | left here at 12 o'clock and got to Bogton at two. After
buying a few things for the boys, | went to the dentig and got there
at threeo'cdock. Dr. Nilessaw at once that the band could do no more
good, as the teeth are dose together and would not move more unless
the band were made longer. He therefore took the band off, but had
to cut it at the end, as the cement was too hard and he was afraid my
back teeth might come out withit. Hethen deaned my teeth and they
were not as dirty as | expected. There are severa holes that need
refilling but he said they would lag till Xmas. | was at the dentigs
just 25 minutesand | told him to snd the bill to you at Hyde Park.

| wandered about Boston and got a patent holder to keep pens and
pencilsin so you need not snd meatray. | took the4.55 train reaching
Ayer at 544. Mr. Cushing was there to meet his father and mother
0 | went up with them. It isa comfort to get the band off, and you
would be surprissd to s how regular my teeth are. One dde is
absolutely graight and the other isaleat little bit in but hardly notice-
able. | really think it wasworth thetrouble & expense—

| forgot to tell you lag Sunday that Warren isin the choir again
only thisyear heleadsit. | shall try later on to Sng tenor but at presnt
am too busy.

It has been oppressively hot for the lag three days and this afternoon
we had google on the lawn at Mr. G's indead of the cusomary tea
indoors.

By the way, | passd my Greek all right lag Wednesday so am now
intheV Form with everything dear.

Yesterday while | was away we played the Boston Latin Schoal in
the first football game of the year. Although we are much weakened
by the graduation of 9 out of 11 of lag year's team our team did
splendidly and defeated the Bogon's by a soore of 17 to 0. | have to
get items and the ligs of visitors in my work for the Grotonian and
s0 have to work pretty hard. If there are any items by meia the next
"Grot" | will snd you a marked copy.

Thenew building isprogressngrapidly, and thefoundation isnearly
half completed. It is very interesting to watch ft going up, and there
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arc crowds round it all thetime. | was sorry | could not find the key
but am pretty sure | gave it to ether you or Else when | left. The
time passs quickly but | very much want to ss2you again

Ever with dear love to you both your affec son

FDR.

The " new building" mentioned here was the new schodhousg built to

replace the original building of 1884; it was completed in the autumn of

18%9.

=
" Couldthenaphtha haveheen
exploded byfriction?..."
GROTON SCHOOL
OCT. 4, 1898,
TUESDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa

Y ou cannat imagine how shocked and grieved | was to hear of the
loss of the dear " Half-Moon" It came like a thunderbolt in a dear
Ky and | was completed knocked down. | cannot imagine how it
could have happened. | wish you could tell me more details about it
and epedialy how it wasthat none of the men were on board? | did not
uppose he would tow unless there was someone to dex her and it
was very dangerous to leave her alone, in caee she might have broken
adrift. Could the naphtha have been exploded by friction? There was
naturally much friction caussd by the high spead driving the water
around the walls of the tank at very high spead. Other than this, | can
e no imaginable cause for igniting the naptha as the tank was sur-
rounded by water and nothing short of a great blaze all over the boat
could & fire to the enginepipes Did dhe sSnk entirely out of sight
and what part of the coag was it on? If| remember aright, | do not
think she wasinsured, but | very much hope Papa had her insured for
the voyage. Of course | reglize that it is a great loss anyway, and you
mug of course consder the " New Moon" yours, as if you sold her,
it would help materially towards building a new " Half Moon" , and
| would be perfectly happy to go with you in thenew boat. However,
| doubt if you will build a new boat now as| hopeyou will think more
srioudy of the trip through Canada next summer!

If the Half M oon does not lie in very degp water you could have
her raised for avery moderate sum in comparison with building a new
boat, | think.

The weather here is perfectly gifling and today the new boys took
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their swimming exam, aso Warren who did not takeit lasg summer.
After he pased, | took him canoeing, hisfirst trip. In the evening it
was fearfully hot and we took off everything but our neckties and
Szzed. At about n o'dock aterrific thunder and rainstorm burgt and
as all the dormitory windows were open mogt of our things and bed-
cothes were soaked. | woke up with the rain pouring on me and
gent thereg of the night at the bottom of the bed.

Wednesday. a.m.

Today it istill pouring and quitechilly.

I think | forgot to tell you that |1 had got the punctuality prize,
another little book, "Bacon's Essys'. | was a0 given the High
Kick medal | won lag spring.

I have handed in my work for the Grotonian and it will appear in
about twoweeks. | think | may havetowriteasory thisnext month,
or dse take nates on the football games; either will be hard work, and
will require much time, but it will help me to become an editor next
year.

| haveM r . Higley thisyear in Greek and History (Roman) anditis
not nearly aspleasant asM r . G. but | think onelearnsas much.

| wish you could ssnd me a few pogt-cards as they are nice to have
and | cannot get them here without going to Groton.

Themail isgoing so | mug dose Ever with begt love to you both

Your affec on

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

e

"My method of paintingwith
iodineandthen pairingit..."
GROTON SCHOOL
OCT. 6, 1898,
THURSDAY.
My dear Mama and Papa,
Yours of Tuesday & Wednesday and | am sorry about Papa's foot.
I wonder if it is a corn, as my method of painting with iodine and
then pairing it would | am sure relieve it. It has deared today after
yeserday'srain, and | think we shall have good weather now.
Saturday—
1 meant to send this yesterday, but | was smt for by Mrs. McMurray
in the evening to play whist and so could not finish.
| have been very gay today—first | went to, lunch with Howard
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Cary, whose mother cameup just for the day. Shewas at Powell'sand
| had some very good chops for lunch. At about five o'dock | went
with some other V formers to afternoon tea with Mrs Pcabody and
immediately after went to supper with Mrs. Goodwin at Powel's. |
am sofull of rich food now that | can hardly walk.

This afternoon we played Hopkinson and fully expected to be
beaten but by wonderful playing we managed to beat them by a
sore of 6-0. For the lag two years we have tied them, so this year
dedides the rubber. Warren is captain of one of the teams on the 4th
22, and yeterday he played alittle micky team from the village. He
was quite badly beaten, 15-01 think, but heisgoing to try again.

Your letter telling about Half-M oon hasjust come, and many thanks
for it, and the pogt-cards What wretched luck it wasthat neither Mr .
Tarnsor LeMoinewerein when you tried to insure the Half-M oon!
| am returning Captain Ddano's letter, asyou may ned it. | do not
wonder that you fed discouraged about Campobelo, but | much
doubt if acertain neighbor of ourswill ever bethereagain totroubleus

| havewritten to Aunt Laurabut do not know her address so please
snd it. By the way has she written anything about the murder of the
Empress of Audria?

Sunday.

It isalovely day and not too warm. Today at lunch M r. Abbatt's
dog got into thedining-room, and Warren had to carry him out in his
arms to the amusament of die whole room.

Have you had my lofter mended and have the birds come from
Frazar's and Rowland's? Please keep the bills and | will pay you at
Xmas. | do not know yet when the holidays begin, but the time is
going fag, and ssams hard to bdieve that we have been here three
weeks or about ¥ of the term. There isa chance of our having a full
three weeks at Xmas this year and only ten days at Eager. | would
likeit asthereis s0 little to do at Eagter. | hope you have begun to
think of coming up, but | hope you won't come on Thanksgiving as
that is only a month before we come home and | have already acoepted
togofor alongdrivewith Laurie Rainsford and Wendell Blagden.

| play foot-ball five days out of the sx and have played amogt every
postion on theteam & <o far have exgped sriousinjury.

Daily theme subjeds are daily getting harder to find and we ill
have them for amonth. | hopeyou will snd me somethick pyjamas,
asthenightsaregetting very cold & last night we had frost

Ever with dearegt love, | am your affec. sn FDR.

1



"Captain Ddano" was Ephraim Ddano, of New Bedford, a cousn.
The Empress Elizabeth of Audria, wife of Franz Jossf and mather of the
ill-garred Crown Prince Rudolf, was asasinated on Sgptember 10,1898,
Shewas dabbed on a Geneva quay by an Italian anarchig named L ucheni,
who grudk he in the breegt with a sharp file as hewas on her way to board
alake geamer. The " lofter” was a golf dub correponding to a niblick.

el entn

"1 wish you could bring me a
new pair of yellow high shoes..."
GROTON SCHOOL
OCT. I, 1898,
TUESDAY.
My dearet Mama and Papa
Yours of Sunday came lagt night and | am délighted you are coming
up and going to bring Helen and Miss Froment. This year this S.
Mark's gameis on a Wednesday, November the 2nd so | do not think
you had better come then as | could not s much of you. You could
come, however, for Sunday the 30th October or better the 6th of
November. | am crazy to s you again and am looking forward to
your vist.
| am taking milk every evening at 8.15, so you need not worry and
| ds take a drink of water at reosss in the morning, 10.15 and when-
ever | can at other times between medls We play foot-ball five days
in the week, but | have not once been much out of breath or too tired.
When you decide what day you are comingwriteme, and | will get
some rooms at either Powel's or Whitney's but | think Whitneys
less crowded this year; aso please mention the number of roomsyou
want.
| wish you could bring up when you come some old pillow that
you do not want, as Hugh Minturn has been moved out of our room,
and taken his pillows with him. We have in his place a boy named
Andrew Robeson—the change is not agreeable
| am going into parlor, nearly every time now, as | beong again to
awhigt s, with Edmund, DuPont and Mrs. MacMurray.
| am very anxious to s the new butler Pewder, what a funny name,
and as the wonderful housemaid. | wonder how Calder gets on
with thenew crowd ? and if shewill say or follow Anderson.
| wish you could bring mewhen you come a new pair of yellow high
shoes heavy onesfor winter asthe ones| had last year arerather too
tight for me now.
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We are to play Worcester Academy tomorrow, and are sure to be
beaten asthey have awonderful team and play Harvard and Yale
Ever with dearegt love to you both | am your affec son,

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Miss Froment was his half-niece, Hden Roosevdt's governess Hiswhigt
partners induded Henry F. Du Pont, Groton 1899, a membe of the
Ddaware Du Pont family into which his son, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
junior, later married.

e

" Thereissupposedto beone
bottle for every year of the
schoal. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
OCT. 14, 1898,
FRIDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa

On Wednesday we played Worcester Academy and expected to be
disasdroudy defeated. We are all delighted with the result, which
really meansavictory for, 6-6. Their team averaged 15 pounds more
to theman and in site of thiswe held them well and madeit atie.

Yeserday was proclaimed a half-holiday, as the Schodl's Birthday
fallson Saturday (tomorrow) and we wer e given the holiday yesterday
ingead

After schodl in the morning | played golf with Howard Cary. In
the afternoon | took Warren out for a cance trip up the rapidsin the
Sguannacook. It is only the seoond time he has been in a canoe and
was rather alarmed at the rapids, but when we shat them on the way
back he was much ddighted. There was not much danger in it
although two other boys upsst near us

| endose a cutting about Jernigan which | think may interest you.

You mug have had a lovely time going to Lake Mohonk and |
would have given anything to have gone with you. The Pdls must
have been awfully sorry to hear about the Half Moon. | wonder
which two horsssyou took on thetrip ?

The pyjamas came lag night, and | think they arevery nice. | will
begin wearing them in about a week, but | think we shall have more
warm weather, although it iscold now. Thereisno hurry about my
winter flannelsas| am gtill quite warm. Tomorrow is the Birthday
and in the afternoon we shal have a game between the graduates Se
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the eleven, and in theevening a grand fete. Thefifth form are to sing
the usual song in the dining room and we have practised for it:

"Fifteen blue bottles a-hanging on the wall (twice repeated)

Take one blue bottle from the botdes on the wall,

And there are 14 blue bottles a-hanging on the wall

Fourteen blue bottles a-hanging on the wall etc.”
and so on down to "no blue botdes." There is supposed to be one
botde for every year of the school—Will tell you all about it on
Sunday

I n haste FDR

The Rev. Prescott F. Jernegan was a promotion-minded gendeman who,
in 1897, had formed a concern known as the Electrolytic Marine Sdts
Company, for the purpose of extracting gold and slver from the ocean.
Stock was issued at 1 dollar a share, and attracted thousands of investors—
to the tune of approximately a million-dollar capitalization. A processing
plant, employing over 600 men, was begun at Lubec, Maine. With the
presentation at die United Sates Assay Office, shortly afterwards, of a
genuine gold brick ogtensibly derived from the boundless deep, stock in the
Marine Sats Company was quoted at 2 dollars a share and higher. Then,
on July 23,1898, it became known that the Rev. Prescott Jernegan, Vice-
President and general manager of the company, had sailed for France with
his wife and son, usng the name of Louis Sinclair. He was understood to
have taken along with him 200,000 dollarsin United Sates bonds recendy
purchased. Sictransitaurum mundi. Since Lubecis but afew milesacross
the water from Campobedlo Idand, the Roosevelt family undoubtedly
had observed the operations of the company the preceding summer. It was
a cugom for the fifth form to sing the " Blue Bottle" song on the School
Birthday, and diminutive Mr Billingsinvariably led thesinging, in a most
vigorous and dynamic fashion.

"Many jokes were afterwards

madeon variousmasters. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL

OCT. 16, 1898,
SUNDAY.
My dearet M ama and Papa,

Yesterday morning it was raining, but cleared by 11 so we played
football in the mud and dush. After lunch | played golf until 5 o'clock,
when we dressed and had bread and butter for tea. We then had even-
ing school and at 8 o'clock went to the dining-room for the banquet.
First came stewed oysters, very good, then most delicious chicken

197



sdlad—! took three hdps and am still alive. Then came ice-cream,
after which the V form sang the " Blue Bottles' It went very well
and their was much applause M any jokes were afterwards made on
various magers and we then adjourned to thelibrary. Mr. Jefferson
sang several good songs and alo the glee club, congging of about
the whole chair, among them Warren. Mr. Higley and Nutter per-
formed on the p.forteg, Then M r. Gardner read his poem—the event
of the evening—and everyone was convulsed with laughter as there
wer e jokes on aimost everyone.

After this we sang the school-hymn and toddled off to bed. |
could hardly get up this morning | was o depy.

Thismorning | saw Mr. Amory Lawrence after church and he said
he enjoyed his visit very much. There are quantities of people up here
now and nearly two dozen graduates Coster Wilmerding sad he
saw you in the Grand Central Station about a week ago. The Gro-
tonian iscoming out next Friday and | may have somethingin it. Next
month | think | shall write a story for it. It is lovely to think of
sedng you soon again, but | have not yet heard what day you are
coming, and so have not engaged rooms. | think there will be no
difficulty, however, asit isnot avery full time.

| wish you could bring when you come the big double Phatos of
Papa, that | usd to have. We are going to have our lounge enlarged
asit to [ig too amall to lie on comfortably.

| must dose now as the mail is going.

Ever with dear loveto you both | am your affec. son

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT
iyt

" Thetroubleisthat. .. every-
thing must havesomepointtoit..."
GROTON SCHOOL
OCT. 18, 1898,
TUESDAY.
My dearest Mama and Papa
Yoursof Friday and Sunday both hereand | am so delighted you are
coming soon and | have engaged rooms for you at the Powels. |
took three for the 4th but if you need more let me know. All the
rooms for the game on the 2nd have been taken at both housss o
Brother Rosy & Helen could not come for it.
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Warren and | are deighted that Muriel is coming too.

It was too bad Papasvisit to Pellwood was cut short, and that you
could not go to Tuxedo, but it mugt have been lovely driving.

8c. isl think theright number for my shoesasthat is the number of
my present black shoes

| am so glad Papa's foot is better, and that he got over his cold all
right.

We are all much excited over the St. Marks game, now only two
weeksaway and | think we should do well if we play aswedid againgt
Worcester. Unfortunately several fdlows have been laid up—onewith
water on the knee and another with a sprained arm, but | think the
latter will get all right. Theteam | am on may play the 2nd deven of
the Groton High School next Saturday, and if wedo it will be hard
wor k asthey are much heavier than we.

| wonder if you are coming on in the car? | rather fancy you are
asyou are bringing Muriel and Helen and several maids.

It istoo bad that Calder isleaving you and | think sheis an awful
fool to do 0. | hope you will get a new maid who is nice, and aso
that Peter isnice and clean a great improvement over Anderson at
leadt.

Daily themes will end just before you get here, and so far | have
managed to get ubjects and fair marks. Thetroubleisthat one must
write on entirely original subjedts and everything mus have some
point toit.

Themail isgoing & somugt I.

Ever with lots of loveto you both

FDR.

Pdlwood was the home of the Alfred Pdls at Highland Falls N.Y . The
Gro;c)on vigt of MrsJames Roosevdt wasto be by private railway carriage
not by car.

L=

" Jwish you could bringabottle
of polishandafewoldrags..."
GROTON SCHOOL
OCT. 19,1898,
WEDNESDAY.
My dear Mama and Papa,
Your letter from 10 West 43rd just here and | am so sorry you were
knocked down by thehorrid bicyde. | would have given anything to
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have been there, as die bicyclist would have been the jarred party
instead of you, and hewoul d havefound out that | took afew boxing-
lessons last winter. | am very glad you were not much hurt, and that
you were dose to Cousin Bammi€'s house. | think the man deserved
pena servitudefor life.

| think it very good of you to get me anew club. It came last night
and | think it is a perfect beauty and | like it much better than the old
one. | had no idea that you would get me anew one, as | could get
on all right without it.

The shoes dso came last night and many thanks for them. They are
a perfect fit and just what | want for winter up here. The yellow shoes
are always made black and spoiled by the school polish, so | wish that
when you comeyou could bring me abottle of good polish and afew
oldrags, to clean them with.

The monthly marks came out today and | am glad to say | got a B.
AsKrumbhaar and Rainsford dso got B's & nobody got Al may have
been near the top, but | think | was third or fourth. | do not think |
was put back much by Scarlet fever, in fact in some things | am ahead.
| think | led the form all right in German, as all my marks were 10
with the exception of one 9.

I think | forgot to thank you for the Graphic and the " Weeklies*
inmy last letter, and they were very acceptable to me as well as many
others.

Itisraining hard today so wewere not ableto play football. Sofar
| have managed to keep reasonably uninjured my only casudties were
having my wind knocked out twice and a kick over the appendix,
which may result rather fatally.

Thursday.

Yours of yesterday came this morning and many thanks for the
addreses, but you did not enclose the five cent stamp. | have one,
however, so you need not send any. Asl wroteyou on Tuesday, | have
engaged three rooms at Mrs. Powells for the 4th till the 7th.

Taddy and | are much excited and amused over the new arrival at
689! It [I] am glad it isaboy and | suppose we shal hear of nothing
dse for many years to come! | fear Helen & James will be rather |eft
in the cold!

| have two themesto write tonight so must close now.

Ever with dearest love to you both | am your &Fec son

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
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Theodore Roosevelt's Sger, Anna (" Cousin Bammie"), was always very
dose to the family of James Roosevelt Roosevelt. The latter's wife,
Helen Agtor, died whilehewas First Secretary at the United Sates Embassy
in London, and Anna Roosevelt went over to act as his hotess and take
care of the motherless Helen and Taddy—a warm-hearted gesture which
at the time occasoned some lifting of eyebrows. It was at the Embassy that
Anna met Lieutenant-Commander W. Sheffidd Cowles, then Naval
Attache*, and shortly afterwards married him. At the time of this letter
they were living at 689 Madison Avenue, in New York, and the " new
arrival" referred to wasther only child, W. Sheffidd Cowles, junior.

B e

"1 think it will do Capt. Mitchell
goodtogoto seal. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
OCT. 23, 1898,
SUNDAY.
My dearest Mama and Papa,

Your note of Thursday came yesterday, and | am sorry neither
Muriel nor Helen are coming up. However | will be able to sse more
of you and | am wild to have you come.

| have not got Mearns "Birds of the Hudson Highlands'" but for
several years have tried to get it, as it is very good. In fact | wrote to
Dr. Mearns myself but he could not let me have a copy. He was |
believe a great friend of Mr. Arthur Pell as he mentions Mr. P. in
another pamphlet | have of his, "The Vertebrate fauna of the
Highlands."

Our team did not play the High School yesterday, as we had three
of our players hurt, so the other team played them and won easly. In
the afternoon we played Harvard '99 the Seniors, and although the
field was horribly muddy and wet we succeeded in tieing them 0-0.
The St. Marks gameisnow only alittle over a week away, and we are
much excited. | think it will be very close and one cannot tell at all
which sde will win. Two of our fellows are laid up but one may be
able to play.

Monday, a.m.

| forgot to send this this morning & will do so now.

Papa's letter of Saturday just here and many thanks for it. It con-
firms what | thought from the first, that the tank did not explode, and
that the men should at least have been on watch. Many thanks for
sending the canvass for the "New Moon." | think it will do Capt.

Mitchell good to go to seal
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We arc having lovely weather now & | hopeit will continue. On
Wednesday we are to play Pomfret and | think we will beat them all
to pieces

Ever with lots of love Yours FDR

Please bring up a little vasdine when you come.

Edgar Alexander Mearnswas an Army urgeon and a famous naturalis
and cdlector of the time. He wes a pralific author of artides on animals
and birds the pamphlet mentioned here mug haveindeed been ararity,
for it isnot even catalogued by theLibrary of Congress

e

" | wasamused at theaccount of
Teddyslecture. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
OCT. 26, 1898,
WEDNESDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa,

Yours of Sunday here and you will be pleasad to hear that the foot-
ball ssesn is almog over and we only have to play a few days more.

This afternoon we played Pomfret, and as the fiedld was a mass of
puddles and mud neither sde scored. If it had been adry day wewould
have won all right, but with the rain and mud it was impossble to
make long runs. Our team, however, is much laid up and we are
much afraid for next Wednesday. | will telegraph you the result in
the afternoon.

Many thanks for the Graphicsand N.Y . Tribune | was amusad at
the account of Teddy's lecture and that neither B. Rosy nor Mr. N.
would go.

Thursday.

Yours from town of Wednesday has come, & | was sorry to hear
about Papa'sfoot, but trus it is much better now.

You need not worry in the leag about me, as | have never been
better in my life and have not had a vedtige of a cold. The reason |
asked for the vasdine was that mogt of the skin is off my arm, but it is
healing rapidly.

| wish you could bring up my report for meto se | wrotetoMr.
Dumper lagt week, and was surprised not to have heard from him
before.

| am very anxious to s the new apartment in town and especially
my room.
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This morning in French dass (the V *4) Miss Louise Cushing read
to us from Athalie. You know she took the part of Athalie lag year
in Boston and today it was too delightful as she almost acted it out,
hardly using the book at all.

It will be lovely ssding you next week

Ever with love & hurry (awful writing) FDR

The"lecture' which James Roosevdt Roosevdt and Thomas Newbold
refused to attend wes a exth by Theodore Roosevdt, who wes then
nearing the end of his suocesful campaign for die Governarship of New
York State, borne along by a wave of Rough Rider popularity. The
"new apartment” wes ill at 10 West 43rd, in the Renassnce Hotel
Louisa Cushing wasa dde of Grafton Cushing.

-

" | havebeen practisingon the

mandolin quiteagood deal..."
[GROTON]

ocT. 30, 1898,
SUNDAY.
My deares M ama and Papa,

Both yeserday [? and today] it has rained; yesterday being the
eighth consecutive half-holiday on which it has rained. The reault is
that the regular foot-ball field is a mass of mud and dush, so we are
to play the &. Marks game on another fidld. | ent all of yesterday
afternoon in the rain digging out rocks and rolling and marking out
with lime the new field. As| played foot-ball the same morning and
gporained two fingers, | fed rather done up today.

| have been practisng on the mandolin quite a good deal, and find
that | did not do it right at Campobello at all. | did not undersand
thetremulo at all and it takes a good deal of practise to mader it.

| saw Charlie Lovering today, he is up here daying with the
Lawrences.

Mrs. Minturn isas up here, but | have not had a chance to spesk
to her yet. Jack playsagaing St. Markson Wedneday, but hismother,
does not want to gay, assheisafraid hewill behurt!

| think Lyman will come up, asheisinthelV Form. | will show
him all over the schoal, but it will behorrid if wedont win. Y ou will
find me very glum if we loee and just the opposte if we win. At any
rate it will be a hard-fought battle and the chances are a little in .
Marks favor. Many thanks for the tube of vasdine. It is yellow, but
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will do alright for my arm. We are going to have our sofa enlarged
asit istoo small for comfort, beddes being triangular. | have not yet
heard what train you are coming by on Friday but hope to hear
tomorrow. Will write Tueday aline.

Ever with hage
FDR
=
" You need not worry about the
floss-silk..."
[GROTON]
NOV. | , 1898,
TUESDAY.

My deares Mama and Papa,

Y ou will be surprised to hear that Warren got a telegram lagt night
saying that Aunt Kasie and Hiram Price are coming up here today,
and are to day over the . Marks game. By great good luck they
scured one room at Powell's which was given up by someone dse

Yours of Sunday came lagt night and you need not worry about the
flosssilk. | ueit every day double but even with that | think my teeth
arenot quite so sraight as at first. My hands get in pretty bad condi-
tion playing football, but | try do [to] dean them thoroughly at least
once a week. If it isno trouble and perfecdy safe | should very much
like to s2 Mearn's pamphlets when you come up, and | will write to
thank M r . Pell

| will ask two boysfor lunch on Saturday & two for tea.

It islovely to think of sedng you on Friday; | will be at Powel'sto
meet you at 6.45. You mug dojust as you like about coming to
Parlor, but | fancy you will fed rather tired, and besdesyou can come
on Sunday night. | am afraid you just miss seeing Aunt Kasse but it
is much nicer having you alone. | will telegraph tomorrow after the
game, and am almost crazy with excitement.

My team plays aimog every day and | am a little banged up, epe
cially my hands on which two fingers are didocated.

Ever with lots of love and excuse a wretched pen. AfFec—

FDR

Thetdegram dfter the S Mark's gameis not available but the sxreis
Groton 11, & Mark's6—fortunately for his peace of mind, onewould
imagine
B
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" | supposethebest thingtodo
istogetridof him..."
GROTON SCHOOL
NOV. 10, 1898,
THURSDAY.
My dear Mama and Papa,

Yours of Wednesday just came, and | was sorry to hear about
Mike, but | suppoe the bes thing to do is to get rid of him. The
Graphics a0 came, and | was delighted to get [them], but have had
no chance yet to look at them, as | have had to write a quantity of
itemsfor the " Grotonian" .

Today it is pouring so thereis no foot-ball, and tomorrow will be
positively the lag time | think.

Many thanksfor thethreetiesyou sent; they will do very well until
Xmasand | do not want any more.

| have written to the upholderer at Ayer about our cushion, but
have not yet heard how much it would cod.

Yeserday | played golf in both the morning and afternoon, first
with Robeson and then with Mr. Woods. | am not playing as well
as as [at] Campo, but | have improved a good deal dnce | came up
here.

Thanksgiving isonly two weeks away & we are all looking forward
to it.

You did not tell me if you got your umbrella you left at Mrs
Lawrences If you did not | will get it on Sunday.

| am afraid you had arainy day in N. Y. today & | hopeyou did not
take cold.

Ever with dear love to you both Your affec son

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT
"Mike" wasaoneof thefamily dogs a ster.

e

" Wewereall wildwith delight

when weheard of Teddy'selec-
tion..." [GROTON]
NOV. 13, 1898,
SUNDAY.

My darling M amaand Papa,
We wereall wild with delight when we heard of Teddy's dection,
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and | think he mugt be much pleased. On Tuesday afternoon we
heard areport that Van Wyck had won, but when we went to bed,
we heard the true result, and the whole dormitory went mad. How
plendid that even Hyde Park gave him a majority of 81. | think
Papa and M r. Rogers must have worked pretty hard to have such a
good result.

Mrs. Rogers did not come today, | think the journey was too long
for her, and as it has begun to sprinkle a little | did not go to the
Lawrence's this afternoon!

| have amashed my bottle of tooth-powder so | wish you could send
me some more. | wish you would aso ssnd my skates the ones that
do not have to be screwed on permanendy, as | have no shoes for
them. The pair | want will need to have the heal part graightened,
and they also need shar pening, but you can have both doneat Stanton's.
At the same time | wish you could send my hockey-tick, the one with
theblack tip.

| do not need the blue suit, | am quite certain, as my winter flannds,
which | put on today are very heavy, and beides | have my overcoat
for going to church.

Many thanksfor the" Tribune" & "Pog." | wasvery glad to get
them, and the editorialsare so good. Isit not strange about the finding
of the Maria Teresa, and that England is as trying to get her? |
only hope we can have her after all this trouble we have taken.

| am very glad you found the key of my dost and that you are
trandfering the birds. | wish you could write to Rowland again about
the Sparrow-Hawk, as | very much wanted it, and it is quite rare.
The monthly marks are coming out in a day or 0, & | hope | shall
have a B

Ever with lats of love to you both | am your aifec. son

F.D.R.

Theodore Roosevet's unsuocessful opponent was Augudus Van Wyck,
abrather of the Mayor of New York, Robert A. Van Wyck. Although
James Roosevdt was a lifdong Democr at, blood in this case proved thicker
than palitics and he and Archibald Rogers promoted T.R.'s candidacy.
Thelatter carried the gate by 25,000; his Dutchess County majority was
2664. Santon'swas a Poughkegpde dore Asfor thelnfantaMaria Theresa,
de was Cavads flagship at the battle of Santiago on July 3, 1898, Hit
and badly damaged, $ewas beached; later hewasrepaired and refloeted
by American engnexrs and in November of 1838 taken in tow for
Hampton Roads En route $e encountered a heavy gorm, and the crew,
expecting her to snk, abandoned her. She was reported foundered, but
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actually she drifted to Cat Idand, a British possedon. There ensued a
digoute between the British authoritiesat Nassau and the American Conaul
asto posesdan, but finally the vessd was found to be a hopdess wr ek,
and apandoned.

sl

" Thereareseveral featuresthat
seemto meobjectionable..."
GROTON SCHOOL
NOV. 16, 1898,
WEDNESDAY.
My dearex Mama & Papa,

Many thanks for yours of Sunday, endosng the interesting designs
of the yawl. | think them quite good, but there are severa features
that ssam to me objectionable. 14 | think the cockpit is altogether too
amall, only sven feet | make it by measurement, and this must contain
the hedmaman too. 2nd the galley is unnecessarily large and the fore-
cadle rather small for 3 men. The modd | like very much, but you
know my didike of yawls, and how much more handsome and ship-
shape she would be if rigged as a cutter!

The pictures and the lovely pillow came yeserday and | was de-
lighted to get them. We have hung all the pictures, and put two flags
one American and one the School flag over the fireplace. The cushion
| think isvery pretty and it brightenstheroom very much.

The price for our cushion will be $5.50 or about $1.80 apiece, and
it will be finished in about a week.

The cravats from Brooks have as come; they are very nice ones
but | shall save them as| do not nead them yet.

| am 0 glad the new servants are a su0ess and that discord has not
yet broken out, but ill you must miss Else and Calder and Anderson
very much.

The watch has not yet come from Benedict, and as a result | fear |
got a lateness yesterday. It does not matter however, as | must get
one soone or later thisterm. On Monday | receved a banana all
wrapped up in abox from Aunt Annie, and anotewith it explaining.
The banana | sppose was good, but both Warren and | make numerous
faces over it! However, | shall writeto Aunt A. praising it to the skies
Onthegolf courseyesterday | met Mr & Mrs. Lawrence, and by great
luck got an invite to dinner on Thanksgiving.

Thursday.

Yours of Tueday just come and | think yeni had better send Papa's
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No. Il Skates as | am aure the 14%2would be too large. Calighenics
began today and | think my running drawers and sleevelessjersey are
at home. Ifso | wish you could snd them as soon as possble | am
so0 glad you moved my birdsand | will send you the key of the cabinet
tomorrow. | endos a dip from the Scientific American; it proves
that you are always correct in your theoriess The monthly marks
came out on Wednesday, and | am glad to sy | got a B. As severa
fdlows who generally got a B got C's | think | mus have been quite
near C. Itispouring today, and much war mer
Ever with dear love to you both
F.D.R.

am trying to improve my writing.

The boat under disousion here wes a replacement for the Half-Moon.
Bendlict, Ddomeweas a jewdlery gorein Church Stredt, in New York.
The November 13 monthly report showved A's in Geometry, French,
German, and Saored Sudies B'sin Latin, Grek, and Higtory; and C'sin
both English Literature and English Compostion. The langueges he had
learned with his governessess as a child were, as usud, kesping up his
gades TheRettor'sremark was " Good."

A e

" | think that atlast Harvard
haswakedup..."
GROTON SCHOOL
NOV. 20, 1898,
SUNDAY.
My dear Mama and Papa,

For the lag three days it has rained here but today we have fine
weather at lagt. Yours from N.Y. came lag night. | think you are
quite right to call J.R.RJr. Rosy, as he is known by that name up
here, and probably will be after he leaves here.

Lag night we were wildly excited over the Harvard-Yale game &
a the Freshmen game between H. & Y. | think that at lag Harvard
has waked up. It makes the victory doubly satigactory to us as the
Harvard Captain, Ben Diblee is a Grotonian and aso three other
Groton boys were on the Harvard team, and one on the Yale. We
als had anumber of the Freshmen, and in all 12 out of 44 playerswere
from Groton, pretty good we think.

Tomorrow we are to gart a golf tournament, and the preliminary
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round isto pick out thebes 16. | may possbly get in, but | shall have
towork hard for it, anyway.

We have only three weeks before the exams, and next week | shall
begin studying out of schod to review the work.

Monday—

| did not have time to finish this this morning so will do so now.

Thewatch came from N.Y . this morning and aso your poga. The
watch looks beautifully, and is very well deaned, but | fear you will
have quite a bill to pay. | will be very careful of it, and it should not
reguire to be repaired for many years to come.

By the way die lateness | got las week was not recorded, for some
lucky reason, so | am dill free from them. Lag Saturday | took after-
noon teawith M r. Cushing; our form isprobably going to do so every
week.

| shall bevery gay thisweek with Thanksgiving-day and avisit from
(Brother) Rosy and Helen. Warren isgoing to drivewith three other
babies in the morning, and is to lunch with the Webb's (Watson
Webb's people) on their private-car at the Groton Station

| wish you could please pay the endasd bill, and | will refund you
at Xmas. Also | wish you could send me las months report after
you get it.

Many thanks for the box of tooth powder It was necessary and
welcome

Ever with beg love to you both Your affec son

F.D.R.

Benjamin H. Dibbleewasin the dass of 18% at Groton; hisHarvard team
defested Yale 17-0. The soore of the Freshman game wes 7-4.

ey

" | haveadigestionlike10 oxen..."
[GROTON]

NOV. 23, 1898,
WEDNESDAY.
[no salutation]

The golf-tournament has been going on for several days and | am
glad to say | am now among the best sxteen. We are to continue on
Friday. Thereisnot much to say, but | will writeon Friday morning
all about tomorrow. We leave for our drive at $.30 am, Wendell
Blagden, LaurieRainsford arid mysdf. | don't intend toeator drink (!)
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too much, but | have a digestion like 10 oxen. | got avery pretty red
cushion from Muriel yeserday de will thank her soon. The katesa
came from Von d. Linden, but they are very amall for me now.
However they will do till Xmas.
Ever yours
Too bad about Lyman | will writeto him.
F.D.R.

Thiswaswritten on a U.S. panny-postcard. Vonderlinden'sis a Pough-
keopdedore

Dt

" Turkey, ham, pies(threekinds),
awholeroast pig, popped-corn ..."
GROTON SCHOOL
NOV. 25, 1898,
FRIDAY.
My dearet Mama and Papa,

You will be pleased to know that | am ill in the land of the living
and just aswell as on Wednesday. To begin at the beginning: Yester-
day morning we woke up at 6.30 and had bregkfagt at 7. The day
was at firg fine, but soon douded over. We garted, Wendell Blagden,
Laura [Lauri€] Rainsford and | in a buckboard with two fag horses
at 845. Firg we drove to thevillage and bought crackers etc. etc. etc.
then we drove to two cider-mills and at the ssoond we got a 2 gallon
jug of ddicious sweet cider. Soon after that it began to sprinkle and
rained for the res of the day. We drove on however, pag Pepperell
to within 3 miles of the New Hampshire line, and about 12 miles
from the School Wereturned, getting back at 1 o'dock and not at all
wet. We then went in to a glorious Thanksgiving dinner, turkey,
ham, cranberry-sauce, vegetables, pies(threekinds) ice-cream, pudding,
fruit, etc. | just managed to gagger out of the room, and then lay on
my sofa for some time to regain congousness | then put on rubber-
boots and a sweater and in therain played a foursome of golf with the
two Rainsford & Wendell Blagden. We came home at 5, and made
some hot cocoa and popped-corn, so we caught no colds. At 7.10
Mr. Billings, Mr. Ayrault and | left for the Lawrencesin a dosd
carriage, we were the only people from the schoo. We sat down 19
at table, among othersthe slly youth Phillip Wadsworth, who visted
Betty Porter las summer!
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We had every imaginable thing for dinner, including a whole roast
pig and canvassbacks etc. | took only sweet cider, as | feared cham-
pagne might muddle me after so much grub. After dinner we talked
for awhile and left at 945. On our return we had prayers and sent
the boys (about 30 of them left) to bed. As there were only four of us
left at Brooks House M. Billings took us in to faculty-supper, quite
an honor, although there were only three magers and a few graduates
here—we got to bed at 5 minutes after midnight, and found the rain
turned to snow. The next morning we rose at eight and found about
two incheson theground. The other boysreturned at deven & schoal
began again. By the way, the night before, while we were in at
faculty supper, the boysin Mr. Woods dormitory raided the other
dormitories. Edmund and two others were caught and have been
moved down to the kid table and put on bounds for the res of the
term.—

On Saturday afternoon | played my first contet after qualifying for
the tournament. My opponent, Billy Burnham played very evenly
with me, so that at the end of the 17th hole we were even. | luckily
won the 18th by one stroke, and so one the match. The [re] are now
only 8 playersleft, and | am next to play Jack Waterbury the Senior
Prefect. However, | doubt if we can finish the match for a long time,
as it began to snow hard lag night and this afternoon the snow is
sveral feet deep, and tremendousdrifts. Many thanksfor Papasletter
and thereport. | am surprisad at the marks, but you need not expect
such good ones next month, as exams will take up much time. By
theway it has been definitely decided that we are to return on Friday
Dec. 23rd only two days before Xmas. | am very glad we are to
come home 0 late as it makes the winter term shorter, and gives more
time after Xmas. | will write to Laura for the Cotillion. Too bad
about Lyman taking cold again; | will writeto him but have not yet
had time. It was very nice sedng Br'er. Rosy & Helen up here 1
went over after breakfag and again to lunch. As the show was s0
desp we had church in the School-room, but Br. Rosy & Helen Se
Miss F. [Froment] could not come over until it abated about 5. p.m.
when they went over the schod & saw our gudies The cartoon of
Teddy you sent me is very amusing; is it your office at the D.& H.
[Ddaware & Hudson RR.] heisat in the picture? | wish you could
send my toboggan cap asit is bitterly cold now. | returnthereport &
ever with dear love to you both | am your affec. son

F.D.R.
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" Faculty supper wesa frequently dbsrved cudom—severd mambers of
the gxth form, perhapsamade or two, and any visting graduateswere
invited into the Pesbadys own dining-room in Hundred House about
nine odock in the evening. There they 'found' thar own sak, st
about informally, and usudly departed by ten. The" Catillion" wasan
annua event hdd at the Orange Country Club in New Jerssy. Warren
Ddanol | |, Laurdsfather, had a hausethere It was at one of these dancss
that F.D.R. fird 'met’ (disallowing childhood encountery Anna Eleanor
Roo;lsaqe/se’lt, who often dayed in Orange with he couans the Henry
Peri

wnarmCe

" Hewascoveredwith riceby
theVandVI forms..:"
GROTON SCHOOL
NOV. 30, 1898,
WEDNESDAY.
My dear Mamaand Papa,

Yours of Sunday did not get here until Tuesday evening, 0 |
uppoe it was ddayed by the snow. Everything is covered up here,
and thedriftsareenormous, bigger than any we had last winter. From
all acoounts you mugt have had a pretty big sorm at Hyde Park. Isit
not awful about the loss of the Portland, and all the coasting vesds?
| only hope the New M oon got through it all right at Campobello.

| am very glad my Sparrow-hawk came from Rowland and many
thanks for sending for it, and dso for paying my A.O.U. subscription.

| think | wroteyou that we are coming home on the 23 rd ingead of
the 17th. Personally | am glad of it, as we shal have more time after
Xmas when everything is going on. | think | had better goto N.Y.
graight from here and do my shopping, and then return to Hyde
Park on Saturday at noon.

| think it would be very nice to have the cousns for a few days sy
the week right after Xmas, if | do not haveto attend the Orange dance
and other shindies then. | wish you could let me know the dates of
all the various shindies s0 that we could arrange when to have the
people at Hyde Park. Asyou say, we can double up with ease for a
few days, and | should think we could easly have ten people, at one
time.

Yesterday morning it snowed again for about two hours, and in the
afternoon | went for a long walk on snowshoes through the woods.
By the way, lag Monday M r. Surgis came back after an absnce of
over a week and announced his engagement—! to Miss Barnes of
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N.Y. He was covered with rice by the V and VI Forms and we
compelled him to make a speech! He was awfully bashful, but he soon
got over it, especially after he was again raided by the rest of the
school! | suppose the dirty squaws will be pleased to hear ofit! We
do not know when the wedding is to take place but suppose it will be
quite soon, as they have been engaged a long time.

Thursday—

Itislovely to think of coming home in three weeks, but the exams
will be between now & then. | am to begin working for them pretty
soon, probably next Monday.

There was alittle rather poor skating this morning, but | did not go.
The end of the golf-tournament has been postponed indefinitely, and
as there are only 8 of us leftinit, | do not suppose we can play it off
till the spring. | wrote to ask Laura for the dance last Monday. It is
too bad about Lyman having another cold. | am afraid he will get
weak lungs or something if he does not stop having sore-throats.

The mail is going in five minutes so | must close.

Ever with best love to you both | am your affectionate son

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

The heavy snow noted in this and the previous letter was part of awild
blizzard which affected the whole of the Eastern Coast, tying up com-
munications, causing many deaths, and the loss of a number of ships at sea
The Portland was an eight-year-old side-wheel steamer of 1517 tons,
owned by the Boston and Pordand Steamship Company. She left Boston
for Portland on November 28, her captainjudging that he could accom-
plish the trip before the expected storm broke. He was mistaken, how-
ever, and the ship sank of f Cape Cod with aloss of all on board, a hundred
and eighteen persons. S. Warren Sturgiss fiancee was a sster of James
Barnes, who wrote innumerable books on American history, biographies
of Farragut, Perry, and others.

"I wish you would think up
some decent partner for me. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
DEC. 4, 1898,
SUNDAY.
My dearest Mama and Papa,
Yours from N.Y. and the note from Hyde Park have come, and
also the toboggan cap.
We have had quite cold weather since the stoifn, and the ice on the
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pond is about five inches thick; it is no good, however, except in a
few patches but isvery rough snow ice. Yesterday afternoon | skated
for thefirst time and had an exciting game of hockey, on a very small
clear patch of the big pond.

| have not yet had an answer from Laura about the Orange dance
but | suppose he can do it | wish you would think up some decent
partner for me for the N.Y. dance to which | suppoe | will be
invited, so that | can get somebody early, and not get palmed off on
ome icecart like the [name déeeted] girl!! Who do you think it
would be nice to have at Hyde Park with the crowd? Y ou lced better
snd mealig first and | will try to add to it if necessary.

Lag night Mr. Codman sang several very good songs to the schoal,
and he has a very fine voice He sang up here about a month ago.

The Grotonian came out lag week so you will probably get one
soon at home. | got severd items in, but my sory is not yet com-
pleted (!) Thereisno particular hurry, however, as thereis precious
litde chance of its being accepted. Today it has rained and snowed all
afternoon, so | could not go to the Lawrences to pay my party call,
but I will go sometime this week, as they are away for afortnight, and
| would not object to missing them. You will s by the Grotonian
that | have been dected into the Missonary Society. We had my first
meeting tonight, and a splendid talk by a M r. Batt, the chaplain of
the Mass reformatory at Concord. It was very interesting all about
the fine things they do for the prisoners

Monday. 8 a.m.

It rained hard lagt night so this am. much of the snow is gone and
bare patches are appearing here and there. The mail is going in ten
minutes so—good-bye—Ever your affectionate son

F.D.R.

Osar Fay Adams remarks (1903): " A fegture of Graton life conoarning
which aword may be said isa Missonary Sodety, which, in addition to
holding rdigious svicesin variouslocalitiesin the surrounding digtrict, is
largdy intereged in thewor k of the Bays Club, in Boston, directed by the
dergy of Saint Sephen's Church. Groton men in Harvard at regular
intervals entertain the boys of the dub for an evening, and the Missonary
Sodety asumes the reponghility for the dub's eqpensss” The Sodaty
a9 etablished and ran the Groton Sthod Camp at Squam Lake The
Chaplain of the Massachusttts Reformatory wasthe Rev. William J. Batt,
who SLounded the Union Church, at West Concord, a non-denominational
parish.
At
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"Justalinetosaythat| amall
mixedup..."
GROTON SCHOOL
DEC. 6, 1898,
TUESDAY.
Dearet Ma & Pa-

Jug alineto say that | am all mixed up. | got a letter this morning
from Cousn May Soley (endosed) inviting me to dinner the 28th the
date of the Dodworth dance . . . Now your letter of Sunday says the
Orangedanceisthe28th also!

Laura has acoepted for the Orange shindy—What is to be done??!
pleese let me know if | am to accept the Saley invite. | would not like
to miss the Friday Evening dass dance as it is mare fun, but | dont
e what is to happen—

Not much going on now as we have to sudy hard and all the time.

We come back to schodl the 10th of January & if you need any
tofill out | could ak Howard Cary for a few days—but not unless you
think so or need him.

With lots of love Yours in doubt

FDR
Please let me know Mrs. Sdley's address in town so that | can answer
yesor no?

" | drewlotsandthefateful

diefelon..."
GROTON SCHOOL

DEC. 8, 1898,
THURSDAY.
Dearet Ma & Pa-

Jud a line to thank you for yours of the 6th explaining about the
holidays. | prompdy answered Mrs. Sdleys invitation accepting it,
but as| wasin a quandary asto whom to ask for the N.Y . dance, and
not caring at all, | drew lotsand and [sic] the fateful die fell on Mary
Newbold, so | wrote at once. | will send the trousers tomorrow to
you, and possibly someother things.

On Tuesday we had a half-holiday in honor of M r . Sturgis engage
ment and in the afternoon there was really splendid skating on the.
pond. | played on the ssoond hockey squad, one higher than lag year.
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Yederday as the show is only in patches we played again on the
golf tournament. By great luck | defeated Jack Water bury the Senior-
prefect in a very dose and exciting match, so that | have sucoesded in
getting into the sami-finals or lag four felows. There are now left
Archie Brown (who will win almos surely) Mr. Ayrault, Cooper
Lord & mysdf. Thismorning | played 7 holes of the 18 with Lord,
and we are o far even. Thereisno hope for me, however, asLord is
an excdlent player and got the medal for the lowest score | did not
have any idea that | would get into the sami-finals, & have been very
fortunate in not having to play any splendid players until now.

| am most terribly busy now with golf and the examinations only a
week off. | will write at more length on Sunday when thereismore
timefor better handwriting!

Ever your affec. son

FDR
P,S. | got this invitation (endosed) yesterday. Is it the one you have
acoepted ? Please ansver it or tell me what to do.

FDR

Archibald M. Brown, Groton 1899, later became a prominent New York
architet and partne in the firm of Peabody, Wilson, and Brown (the
fPeBbody being his desamate Julian). J. Couper Lord wes anather sixth-
ormer.

" How about Eleanor Roosevelt? .. ."
GROTON SCHOOL
DBC. |1, 1898,
SUNDAY.
Dearest Mama and Papa,

Mor e shindies to attend to! The endosad came lagt night, and what
is to be done about it? Ifit is the date of the Orange dance (27th) of
course | cannot go, but otherwise | might as well. | wish you could
dther dedine or acoept it as you think best. 1f you acoept and there
isto bea German at it, | think it would be good idea for you to ak
Helen for me, for the German. It will save time and it is only two
weeks off. [Name deleted] cannot dance at the Dodworth thing, (just
aswell); sol havewritten aking Muriel. | don't want to get left with
the [name ddeted] girl as| did two years ago to my great and ever-
laging regret! This afternoon | am going to the Lawrence's to leave
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my card, as they are away from home, and it gives me a good
chance

Yeserday | finished the round of golf with Couper Lord, and
although beaten by one stroke | did much better than | had dreamed
of. When we began in the morning we had played 13 holes and were
even; then | won two hales, but by very hard luck and losng my ball
| logt the 16th and 17th hole; wewerethen again even with one more
holeto play. | logt that by one stroke and with it the match. However
| got into the semi-finals, and got third place. In the afternoon yester-
day | played a hard game of hockey from 2.30 to 5, and then took tea
with Mr. Cushing.

It isbitterly cold heretoday and a hard wind blowing, but | haveworn
overcoats to church, and been very comfortable in the warm study.

Have you heard anything from Campobello snce the big sorm, or
how the New M oon came out of it ? Lotsof small yachts werewrecked
along the Massachusdtts coad, but | fancy Harbor de Lute would be
pretty calm in a northeagt wind.

By the way | wish you would give me a list of what you both want
for Xmas, as| shal not have much time after leaving here and would
like to know beforehand. Personally | can think of little but a pair of
shoes a few new shirts etc. and possibly a new golf-bag of a particular
kind | have ssm.

| am very anxious to s the new man Dammire and hope he will
be satisfactory and trustworthy.

| am so glad Aunt Jenni€s dear lambs are to be allowed to come and
hope Muriel can come too. | cannat think of anyone to get up here,
as mog of the boys are already engaged that | would like to have, s0
| hope you will be able to find someone ds2 How about Teddy
Robinson and Eleanor Roosevelt? They would go well and hdp to
fill out chinks

| beieve Taddy has refused all invitations for the holidays and is
going for a hunt to the Adirondacks, right after Xmas. The skating at
Hyde Park mug be good now, and | wonder if theriver isfrozen?

Jug think of coming homein a little over a week.

No more now & ever with bet love Your affected son

F.D.R.

One of those designated to fill out the houseparty chinks wes his future
wife, mentioned tor thefirg timein thee letters The other, Theodore
Douglas Robinson, was the son of Theodore Roosevdt's dger Corinne.
He became a member of the New York Sate Assambly at the smetime
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asF.D.R. was srving as date snaar, and later was appointed Asidant
Saxreary of the Navy under Calvin Codlidge

b

" Hewantsa Graphophoneor a
newsaddleor adogcallar. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
DEC. 14, 1898,
WEDNESDAY.
Dearest Mama and Papa,

| have been clearing off the pond all morning and skating this after -
noon. After skating | took tea with Mr. Billings and it is now sx
odock Lag night the thermometer went to five below zero, and it
is still cold, but moderating.

Thursday—

Yours from N.Y.just come, and you sy nothing about the Street
dance, only that you have declined the Appleton one on the 27th. |
aw got a letter from the [name deleted] brat (!!!) accepting with
thankd for the 28th & one from Muriel declining with thanks for the
28th. Soyou se | am all dear for the Dodworth dance but quitein
the dark about the Streets.

It is awfully difficult to think about Xmas presmts as| want so few
things and have so much aready. The kind of golf-bag | wanted has
an iron shaft so it can be guck upright in the ground. However |
would prefer choosng one myself in town. | as would like to have
a new pair of waterproof moccasns like the ones | had lag Xmas,
unlessmy old onesareat home. Any good booksareacceptable, | donot
get much of a chance to hear of any new ones up here, but they are
all welcome. | mug get two new golf-clubs this Xmas & a dozen more
balls, so that would be acceptable only | should prefer choosng the
gicks mysdf.

About Warren's wishes | think he wants a Gramophone (not
Gramophone) or a new saddle or a dog collar, chain and whip He
has written his wishes to Aunt Kasse so you can find out from her. |
think | would much like a holder for letters and note-paper, like the
porceain one on your dek only not of porceain. Y ou must write me
both your wishes or you won't get anything for Xmas!!!!

Ever with bet love to you both & with fearful hagte Aflfec.

FDR
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The" shindy" complicating his vacation schedule was given by Mr and
MijsWiIIiam A. Sred, of New Y ork, who had two daughters Rosamond
and Susn.

A

" Itismorefascinating each year..."
GROTON SCHOCL
DEC 18, 1898,
SUNDAY.
My deares M ama and Papa,

Jug think, only afew daysmore! Thiswill be my lagt letter unless
| ®nd a note after the result of one or two exams tomorrow. When
you gotoN.Y.tomeet me, | wish you could bringtotown an evening
shirt, 2 or three of my new kind of callars and one sand-up callar.
Also a pair of decent gloves | am making out a ligt of the things |
shall have to buy, so that it will save time. | am most awfully busy
studying for the exams. | may get through all but two: Greek, and
Latin compostion. In Greek wehave M r . Higley and it isaforegone
concluson that all (except possbly Krumbhaar) will fail.

| would much like you to get some good cider & some brown sugar
for the holidays if possble as| shall be both thirsty and hungry after
thirteen and a half wesksup here.

| am mog horribly busy sol will add moretomorrow.

Monday 8.a.m.

| forgot tosay lagt night that M r . Peabody'sfather read all yesterday
the " Christmas Carol" of Dickens, as usual. It is more fastinating
each year & | would not missit for the world.

We areto have our Sacred Study exam in half an hour. | ought to
pass | think, but am rather shaky on the others.
fr Will drop you apos card tomor row morning.
| Ever with begt love to you both

, F.D.R.
et
" Wehad English thisafternoon,
very hard..."
[GROTON]
DEC. 20,1898,
TUESDAY.
[no salutation]

Yoursof Sunday did not come lagt night or; today, | wonder what
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the matter is | have passed Mathematics with a B, German with an
A, and Sacred Sudies A.

We had English this afternoon, very hard, & | do not know if |
pased. Tomorrow Latin & History, both hard. Will arrive 3.30.
Friday.

Ever

F.D.R.

A shart penny-podtcard. His final autumn term average was a B. The
English exam mark wasa C, with B'sin bath Latin and Higory. Chrigmas
hdidaysfallowed.

Bt

" Jonly heardfrom you with the
tooth-brush ..."

GROTON SCHOOL
JAN. 20, 1899,
FRIDAY.

My darling Mama and Papa,

It sams asif | had been here weeks indead of less than twenty-four
hours. Everythingis sraightened out, my trunk unpacked, my sudy
arranged, and lessons (unhappily) in full swing. My cubide is four
doorsfurther up the dormitory, on the other sde the sunny one. At
tablel am twofrom M r. Gardner, adelightful place, and with Howar d
Cary on one d9de

| unpacked everything this morning, and have missd nothing except
my heavy red swegter, but as| may need several other things you had
better not send it till you get my next letter, and | can get on very well
without it for atime. | have been appointed one of thetwo head mail-
niggers for this term, with Howard Cary as my asigant. For two
weeks | attend to the morning mail, then two weeks to the evening
and soon. It israther niceasthetwo head niggerstake bregkfag in the
Rector'shousetwiceduringtheterm.

My dek now looks very nice, with the lovely red holder and the
new blotter and letter opener. | shall savethe blotting paper from the
old blotter asit is 0 good.

Sunday, Jan. 22nd.

Yederday afternoon nearly the whole schod drove in barges over
to a pond about two miles beyond the village. We had a hard game
of hockey and then walked home, but | did not cough once. | am
using the spray twice aday, and try to drink water likea fish. | hope
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you got the drawing-room car ticket and my hurried note all right in
N.Y. and enjoyed the opera and did not find the house in flameson
your return. Many thanksfor your note and the toothbrush. | needed
it badly as the one up here, with my sponge and tooth-powder are
not to be found anywhere. | think you forgot my calendar that Ellie
gave me; | wish you could send it with the other things, if you don't
mind.

We have had lovely weather so far and cold, but today it is a little
warmer and looks a bit like snow. | wonder very much if the big ice-
boat race has been sailed and if the great Archibald Rogers can still
keep the contents of his Tiffany box?!

| endose the blank for the Sri. Am. which | found here and said |
would snd. Have you written to Wil. Reed's the Boston people,
about your Birthday present to me, the mocassns? Even though it is
svera days before my Birthday, | should very much like to get the
mocassns soon, if you don't mind.

| am working every morning to make up my work but as the English
books mugt beread in ten days | am as working on them.—Y ou will
be sorry to hear that on Friday news was receved of the death of Mrs.
Krumbhaar; the boys went home about a week before, as she had a
tumor on the brain. It was cut out successfully but she died from the
effects of it. | have written to Ned Krumbhaar.

About half a dozen boys are in the infirmary with cods and grip,
the firg of a long sries thisterm | ought to excape as | shal try to
be careful and am takingmy C.L.O. regularly.

By a new sysem, we are to take examinations once a month, instead
of only at the end of theterm. They will not be soimportant but will
mean really harder work right along. | shall have to work hard if |
want to get a B thismonth as| am a bit behind.

When you send the other things please could you send the little
picture of yoursdf in thelittle Slver heart-shaped frame on my bureau,
as| want it to put on my dek here

Monday am.

It istill cold here and | suppose the ice-boating is ill good at Hyde
Park. | am longing to get your dear Sunday letter today, as | only
heard from you with the tooth-brush.

Ever with bes love to you both | am your devoted son

FRANKLIN.

The "mail-niggers' were boys appointed to sort the mail as it wes
recaved. |cebaating (prior to the advent of the numeraus icebreskers
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of to-day) was a port enthusiagtically pursued by members of the Hudson
River and Hyde Park Ice Yacht Clubs Archibald Rogers Jack Frost was.
frequent victor in the championship race, with the reault that the slver
trophy usualy oocupied hisslver-vault at Tiffany's Theyear of thisletter,
John Aspinwall Roosevelt's | cicle managed to defeat the Jack Frost Wm.
Read and Snswas a porting-goods gorein Washington Stredt in Bogton.
The" little picture of yoursdf" showed Sra Ddano asa girl; it isnow
induded in the Hyde Park memorabilia.

oo

" You seemtothink | havedebts
intheschool topayup..."
GROTON SCHOOL
JAN. 24, 1899,
TUESDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa,

Yoursfrom New York and from Hyde Park on Sunday were most
welcome here yeserday. | was o0 sorry to hear of Uncle Edward
Lyman's death, but | fancy the family rather expected it, as he was so
old, but he will be a great loss | uppose you will give up all your
engagements now for a little while. It was too splendid, was it not,
about the " I cicle” winning the championship and proving her superio-
rity over the" Jack Frogt" . | gavethe description of theraceto Edmund
to read, and soon after he handed it back without comment to me!
Uncle Johnnie mugt be tickled to death, almost as much as about that
darling brat. | shall write to him soon—

You s to think | have debts in the school to pay up—the only
one | had, if that can be called one, was the balls, and as Herman
Krumbhaar isaway, | will not beabletorepay them.

| am glad Foger got the booksall right and many thanks for sending
hisletter. Y ou will be pleased to hear that |'vefound a M ontcalm and
Wolfeinthelibrary, and havetaken out Vol. 2.—I won't have much
timeto read it for some time, but | will surdy finish it as| am much
interested.

By the way, | found my red sweater up here in the gymnasium,
where| Ieft it lagt term and forgot all about it, so you needn't worry
about about [d¢] it.—It isfoggy and drizzling today, bad weather for
you to bein N.Y. | fear, and | only hope you won't take cold. | am
absolutdy well altho' many arein the infirmary with colds. Thetime
goss fad, but it isdreary thinking often more weeks of it. Confirma-
tion lectures began again this week, and | persuaded Taddy to go to
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the first. | think he will like going better perhaps after he has been in
a few times.

Warreniswell, and Edmund; | take thefirst part of calisthenics &
then stop. | am very busy reading the English books— Ever with
dearest love to you both, | am your most affec son

FDR.

Edward H, R. Lyman died in Brooklyn on January 20, at the age of
eighty. He had been a partner in die shipping firm of his brother s-in-law,
A. A. Low and Brother. The outsde reading mentioned here in all
probability was Francs Parkman's Montcalm ana Wolfe, which had been
published fifteen years before. In 1913, when F.D.R. was Assgant
Secretary of the Navy, he had occason to quote Parkman in an address
entided "Montcalm's Victory and its Lesson,” which he ddivered at
Oswego, New York, during the exerdses opening Montcalm Park and
commemor ating Montcalm s victory at Oswego during the French and
Indian War . The date was September 30, eve of America's entry into the
Firg¢ World War ; F.D.R.'s address concluded as follows: " Conflict, like
everythingdsein modem civilization, isso complicated that preparation is
esentia. That iswhy we have our navy, our army and our militias, and
that iswhy some of us think ahead. No one desres war today. We are all
striving—army and navy alike—to prevent its occurrence. But no one can
guarantee to the American people that there will be no morewar. And
until that day comes, the example of Montcalm, and the lessons of the
conflict between the French and the British colonies, cannat fail to inspire
us to better things”

" The chief news is that poor
Charlie Nutter has apendicitis. .."
GROTON SCHOOL
JAN 26, 1899,
THURSDAY.
My dearest Mama & Papa,

Your dear letters came yesterday and today, one from H.P. one
from 10 W. 43rd and one from Orange. | only hope that neither of
you caught any cold during that horrid weather, while you were in
N.Y. | am all right, absolutely, although boys are succumbing daily.
The chief news is that poor Charlie Nutter has apendicitis. He had a
bad stomach-ache yesterday, and attributed it to bad pork, but a
celebrated surgeon has been sent for and the operation takes place
tonight. He is not very sick, and the operation won't be so very
serious, but still he will take some time to recover. In the mean time
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wc arc to have a temporary maser come up from Boston to teach us
English, so that we shall lose no time before the exams next June.

The package came safdy lagt night, and many thanks for it. You
snt exactly the right things, and not Mama's calendar, after all. As
| wrote, | found the red sweater just after | snt the letter to you, but
the white one may turn out useful, and | shall keep it iji my drawer
until then. Itisnicethat the hall floor isfinished, and | hope the wood
matches the res. | skated this morning and altho' the ice was quite
rough we managed to get in a game of hockey.

Friday—8.a.m.

Mr. Nutter's operation took place at 8 lag night, was succesful,
although the appendix had broken, and he passed a fairly comfortable
night.

It ssams hardly possble that 1've been here a whole week, & the
time is going. Ever with dearet love to you both Ever your affec-
tionate son

F.D.R.

" Sheisan old coloured|ady,
livingall alone..."
GROTON SCHOOL
JAN. 29, 1899,
SUNDAY.
My dearet Mama and Papa,

Y ou will be pleasad to hear that M r. Nutter is getting on very well,
and has not had the dightest rdapse altho' when removed, the appendix
was found to be broken badly. Of course he will not be up for several
wesks and | suppose he will then go away for a change of air. M ean-
while Mr. Gladwin is teaching us English, and although it is eader
than with M r. Nutter, wewill not be aswell prepared for theHarvard
exam next June. Mr . Gladwin aso playsthe organ, and M r. Ayrault
teaches the choir. The musc and chair are rather fegble today, but not
bad conddering. It is bitterly cold today with a high Westerly wind
that goesright thro* one. We all st in our coats in church this am
but shivered in goite of it, & the sarvice was cut short in conssguence
This afternoon the service is to be in the school-room, where the
thermometer has mounted up to almost 50°.

TheMissonary Society has appointed Warren M odey and mysdf as
spedial missonaries to look after Mrs Freeman an old woman near the
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school. Sheisan old coloured lady, living all alone, and 84 years old.
We payed our firgt visit to her today, right after church, and talked
and gave her the latest news, for nearly an hour. We are to vist her
a couple of times a week, se that she has coal water, etc, feed her hens
if they need it, and in caxe of a snow-storm weareto dig her out, &
put things ship-shape. 1t will bevery pleasant assheisadear old thing,
and it will be a good occupation for us | shall take her all my old
" Graphicyd' and any other papers| have.

The Moccasdns came lagt night, but as they were alitde too short |
am sending them back and shall write for the next sze It is awfully
good of you to have given them to me and many, many thanks for
them. | can hardly realize that tomorrow | shall be ssventeen, and it is
perfectly horrid being away from you on my Birthday, but it ispartly
made up for by my lovely long extra holidays.

Herman Krumbhaar came back to schoal on Friday, but Ned will
not be back for several weeks, ashisfather isall alone, and he does not
nead to sudy as much as his dder brother. | have forgotten in each
letter to tell you that Kerr Rainsford has not come back this term as
he has diphtheria; hehad avery light cass and will be back very soon,
and the dessase did not spread at all.

Yegerday in the morning | played fives, and all afternoon | played
hockey hard; the result isthat 1 am mog fearfully iff today and can
hardly raisemy right arm at all.

The Sdentific American came, with the back numbers, yeserday,
and | am delighted to get it again. Thank you ever so much for sub-
sribing for it. The Graphic came yeserday, and thanks for it aso.
You have doubtless ssan the Campobello Golf Club Pamphlet, like
the one you forwarded to me. Are they not funny and doex't the
lig of members seam tiny?? | uppose Gorham Hubbard got it out,
and think he deserves much credit for it.—W e had one of our monthly
examinations yesterday—in German—and | passd eadly, with about
the highest mark, | think. | forgot to tell you how pleased | was about
the Canal Bill pasing the Senate, and | wonder whether you think it
will pass the House ? | © rardy s the daily papers that | have not
sen much about it, but | hope there won't be much oppostion now.
Don't you think |'d better have ancther bottle of C.L.O. The one
| have it almogt empty, and | know it does me good and kegps me
from getting cold.

Jan. 10th
It's my birthday but | won't be 17 till this evening, so you can put
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off congratulations till then. | wish | could be at home now and s
you both, but | mug resgn myself to my fate and wait a few weeks.
Still your dear letter thisevening will be a great comfort—

Warren has not said aword about my Xmas present to him, and |
should have asked him if he ever got it, only that | forgot what you
gave him from me. | wish you could let me know and | will ak
him.—

| can hardly redlize that | am now seventeen and that | shall be at
Harvard next year & | don't fed a bit over 15. Pleae excuse this
scrawl but my arm is so iff that | have no control over it.

Ever with tons of love &: kisss to you both my darling Mama &
Papa | am your affectionate son

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Mrs Freeman wes a permanent project of the Missonary Society. Her
husbend had bean a Union drummer in the Civil War, but had departed
from her yersdnce Shewas a very old lady, dmod hdpless and after
each snowfall, for many years one of the firg expeditions was aways
down to dig MrsFreeman out Gorham Hubbard was a Bogon gentleman
who took an interegt in the umme adtivities at Campabdlo and wasin
charge of the golf dub. His daughter married T. Jefferson Newbold
(sep. 190n.). The United Sates Smate passed the Nicaragua Cand Bill on
January 21 with only sx dissmting votes The Bill provided for die con-
tinuation of the Maritime Cana Company, with an issue of one million
dares & 100 ddlars par, the Treasury being authorized to purchase
925,000 hares

=i

" Oranges, bananas, maplesugar,
crackersand congratulations.. ."
GROTON SCHOOL
JAN. 31, 1899,
TUESDAY.
My darling Mama and Papa,

You are both of you altogether too good to do so much for such an
undeserving crittur as| am, and you have given me so much in the
lag month that | fed as if you were quite spoiling me. | don't quite
know where to begin. Fird, lag night the delightful Thesaurus which
| shall use frequently and | hope for many years | have written in it
as coming from dear Papa; second the delightful fountain pen, with
which | am scribbling this letter came tonight. 1t is a perfect beauty
and will be a congant reminder of you and encouragement to good
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penmanship, and thistime | shall be mog careful not to loseit At the
same time came my moccassns which | had returned to Read's and
the presant onesfit toa T. M any many thanksfor them; | have marked
them and shall kegp them in readiness for the first snowstorm (which
by the way looksimminent). Lag night | had another delightful sur-
prisein the large shape of a basket of goodies from Aunt Annieinclud-
ing apples, oranges, bananas, digs [?], figs, maple sugar, cracke's &
congratulations. | am writingtothank her. | cdebrated my Birthday
by taking two Examinations, History & English. | passad them both
tho* with fairly low marks, as | had missed the actual teaching here.
Thereaults of exams are to be counted as 3 recitations on our monthly
marks, so minewill thereby be pulled down consderably. | think there
isvery little chance of my getting aB thismonth (which ends Satur day)
but | shall try all the harder next month. | was delighted to get your
two dear letters of Sunday & one of Saturday; | am glad the Pdls could
get omereal iceboating, dethat M r. Pdl didn't get scared.

Wedneday 8 am

It snowed about an inch lag night but we are going to dear off the
pond. Thereis good but very dangerous coaging on the river road
but I don't know which | shall indulgein. Thisam | am going to s
Mrs. Freeman and take her some Graphics—

Ever with dearegt love to you both Your affec. son

FD.FL
Qg
"Jhaveonlyasadandlongtale
ofwoejor you up here. .."
GROTON SCHOOL
FEB. 2, 1899,
THURSDAY.

My deares M ama and Papa,

Many thanks for your dear letter of Tuesday which arrived this
morning. How angry | am to be mising all this lovely ice-boating
and skating on the river! if | could only have had one good il this
year! | have only a sad and long tale of woe for you up here Firg |
have a dight touch of grippe which | took in the cold chapd on
Sunday. It fdt like bronchitis yesterday but | put a mustard plaster
on my ches lagt night and today | am better tho' achy and despy and
tired. Asareault | railed sweedy on two examinations, which now
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makes aure of my getting C for the month. | had made up almost all
my work, but to cap all on the examinations | was aked quegions
just from the tiny pieces | hadn't done. However | have passd Greek,
by far the most important, dso History, German and English, but
flunked Math & Latin. But for the two piecss | missed both magters
said | would have passsd. The monthly exams are of course not as
important as the ones at the end and | have two more chancss before
then, & | a9 do not have to sudy extra.

Warren hasgoneto theinfirmary with adight sore-throat (together
with many others) but | think he may be out tomorrow.

The bottle of CL O cametonight just intimeas| had just taken the
lag dose of the old. This am | coaged with Rosy on his bob, very
good fun and quite exciting & dangerous

My head and hand aregoing round, and | havejust taken 8 pages of
English natesso I'll finish in thea.m.

Friday. 8.a.m.

| now find that | came within 4 points of passng my Math, the
neares to pasing and over £ the form failed, so | don't mind nearly
s0 much . . My cold is better thisa.m and | think | have sucoesded in
gopping it entirely.

Ever with lots of love your affec. son

F.D.R.

His examination marks were bdow gandard, with D's in Latin and

Geomery, Csin Grek and Higory, and a B in Gaman. Reditation
marks were, however, good enaugh to pull hisfinal average up to B.

o

"Hel5ajollyold man andtold
ussomegood stories..."
GROTON SCHOOL
HBB. 5, 1899,
SUNDAY.
My darling Mama& Papa,
| was very sorry yeterday when | got your telegram as | fear you
W(cj)r(;ied neadledy and | should not have alarmed you in my letter as
| did.
My cold has entirely gone now and 1've never felt better in my Ufe
The mudard-plasger took all symtoms of bronchitis away and that
without having to go to the Infirmary once | hope nether of you
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have caught any cold in New Y or k, and that you enjoyed theValkyrie,
| would have given anything to se it

How pleasad | am that Uncle Fred has ancther infant, too bad it is
not a boy, but the next may be. | wonder what they'll call it, mog of
the family names have been exhaugted, but | very much hope it will
be called after Aunt Annie.

Bishop Hall of Vermont is here today and preached a good sermon
in the chapd this morning. Heis ajolly old man and told us some
good goriesat M r. G's this afternoon.

Yederday | kated all afternoon and then took afternoon tea with
Mrs. Peabody. The night beforeaMr. Turner gave the three upper
forms a talk on art among the primitive people; very interesting & |
took notes on it for the " Grotonian.”

My sponge is about worn out & my tooth-powder has disappesared,
s0 | wish you could send me anew sponge, not too big & alittle tooth-
powder.

Monday—

| am in an awful hurry as| didn't finish this yesterday there is not
much to be said. We have about four inches of snow but not enough
to spail the skating. Many thanksfor the garters.

Ever with loads of love to you both afFec
FDR

Frederic Ddano's new daughter wes named M atilda. The Graton matto,
Cui servireest regnare, had bem suggeted by anather of Bishap A, C. A.
Hall'ssmons ddivered in 1893 Mr Ross Turner wes a Bogon artid.

i

"...thesunthro theclouds, a

very curiousphenomenon..."
GROTON SCHOOL

FEB. 7, 1899.
TUESDAY.
My dearex Mama and Papa,

Yours of Sunday and M onday morning have come, and | am sorry
you did not get the answer to your telegram sooner. Yours was
ddivered to meat 3 p.m. on Saturday and | had to hunt for nearly an
hour before thejanitor could ssnd my answer. | am absolutely well
now and expect to continue so if | am careful. | do not quite know
where to snd this note as you say you are going to New York on

220



Thursday. However | shall snd it H.P. in the hope that you'll get it
before you leave on Thursday morning.

About three inches of snow fell yesterday and Sunday and today it
has snowed very lightly all the time although one could distinctly s
the sun thro' the douds, a very curious phenomenon. | helped dear
off the pond and got in a small game of hockey before lunch. | have
begun taking all the calighenics including jumping and running and
| find | can do it all right without becoming at all blown.

Taddy debated lag night with Whitridge againg Thayer and
Burnham. The subjet was "Resolved that nations are rightly
ofish”.

He made a pretty good gpesch and almod entirely extemporaneous
but his opponents were too good for him and they won.

Wednesday 8 am

Thanksfor theriddle about the animalsin one of your letters of last
week. | think itit [sic] isvery good.

Y ou say Uncle Jennie & Aunt Warren are going from Charleston
on a cruie in the "Nerada." | suppose they are going to visit the
Cuban battle-fidds & Santiago eic. What fun!

Ever with lots of love & in hate—

FDR
Snowing hard again!

Theyacht Naradawas originally built for Anthony Drexd, who sdld it to
the King of the Bdgans from whom it in turn pessd to Harry Walters,
AuntJenni€e'sbrother. It wasjug a nice 9ze—two hundred and twenty-
;ivefeet long, with three sdoons and tweve cabins and a arew of forty-
our.

b
" | digtinctly heard themkicking
thepartitions. .."
GROTON SCHOOL
BB 9, 1899,
THURSDAY.

My deares Mama& Papa,

Many thanks for yours of Tuesday evening and the Graphic,
Tribuneand Speckled Tater; they areall very interesting—

9p.m.

| have just got back from seeing the school gables burned to the
ground with two poor horsss in it. To go back to the beginning—
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about ten minutes after supper or 6.40 there was a cry raisd for the
V & VI Formsto hurry to afirein the farmhouse. We rushed & |
threw on my thin overcoat and a tobog cap and ploughed through
drifts of snow to the fire which was then burning brightly, from the
front of the gable in the harnessroom. A cry was raisad that the horses
were in it, but we found that seven of the nine had been taken out,
but theflamesand smoke were all thro” the building so we could not
sve them. They were Mr. Billings horse a beauty and the Peabody
children pony. | diginctly heard them kicking the partitions and we
tried to cut thro' the wall to them* but the smoke poured out in
volumes so we could not reach them in time. They probably were
on snothered and did not suffer much.  The next thing to do was
totry to save a shed behind and 20 ft. from the gables and we managed
to carry out a quantity of meal saks tools and farm wagon. The
garks were flying so thick that one had to cover ones dothes with
snow and severd of uswere almost knocked down by the thick smoke.
Wehad arather ludicroustimein tryingto get 10 or 12 big pigs from
their gty; we had to carry them out bodily & how they kicked and
guealed! At about then or about | hour after the fire garted the hose
s from Groton arrived 2 of them and they connected with a
hydrant and kept playing on the shed. | append a rough diagram:

_o_]]a[
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PUBLIC ROAD
SCHOOL

A is the gable totally destroyed.

B the shed which we saved.

C the big farm house and laundry

D the power house for the dectric lights.

The dotted corner of the dable is where the two poor horsss are
wuppoxd to have been burned. The fire darted in front in harnes
room but astherewasno back door wecould not get at thehorses
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Friday—

I could not finish this thisam so send a postal to N.Y . | have just
come back from the ruins, where there is a most horrible scene, the
two poor horses are lying under the debris with their hide entirely
burned off and fearfully charred. A few bodies of hens and chickens
are in the ruins and everything is covered with a coating of thick ice
which froze ailmost as soon as it left the hose. Y ou can imagine the
e last night with the thermometer at 6° below zero and the awful
flames! | was wet through and one shoe froze tight luckily my foot
exaped & isonly alittle sore now. There were a number of frozen
ears, fingers etc. nothing serious. The weather is bitter, a high wind
and great drifts over all. The barn and carriages & horses were about
J covered by insurance, the loss being about $3,000.

—Y ou must have loved hearing the Ring & | envy you. Many
thanks for the tooth powder.

—The excgpe of the farm-houses is considered providential as they
would have gone, together with the power-house if the wind had been
different. None of us dept much last night you may imagine; my
second scare in less than a month.

Y ou will be surprised & pleasad to hear that when the marks were
read out | found | had aB. Saved again by Jove!

On Wednesday night we had a delightful concert, given by Mr.
Gardner | enclose the program. They were two big guns from
Boston; one played, the other sang, areally very good performance

| hope you'll get this by Sunday morning

Ever with fearful haste & love

FDR

"Speckled Tater" refers to The Spectator. The "two big guns from
Boston" were Messs George Proctor and Theodore Byard.

ot
" We have about settled down
after the excitement of thefire. . ."
[GROTON]
FEB. 12, 1899,
SUNDAY.

My dearest Maand Pa,
It is snowing hard again! and is very cold, we had church in the
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school-room again as the chapel can not be warmed up enough. Yours
of Friday from N.Y . has come, and thanks for sending the sponge; it
hasn't come yet, but should be here tomorrow.

We have about settled down after the excitement of the fire,
although nothing has been done about removing the ruins or the
horses bodies as the insurance man must se it and anyway everything
is frozen stiff and covered with ice.

Edmund's story of the new infirmary is as yet only a project started
by several gentleman, but no work or even plans have been done, and
I don't think even the Rector knows very much about what is to be
done.

M r . Nutter continuesto improve and heis sitting up enough to take
his food and read his mail and the papers.

Yesterday afternoon | helped clear off the pond and had a good
game of hockey for about an hour. | then went to tea with Mrs.
Peabody, and played with the baby and Betsy until supper time.

Aunt Kasse and Hiram P. are coming up on Friday night to spend
Sunday which will be nice and better than if they came three days
later for the play. By the way there is no more chance of my being
an usher as the number has been decreased to five, and the same ones
will officiate in the village the next Saturday night.

The play promises to be fairly good and Taddy | believe has a very
minor part, but better than nothing. | wonder if Rubber Boots &
Helen are coming up for it?

Monday 8. a.m.

It stopped snowing yesterday afternoon but began again during the
night and now there are at least 6 inches more. It is still coming down
thick but is alittle warmer.

Last Friday night it was so bitter in our dormitory that | dept in
Aunt Ellen's sweater and was perfectly comfortable all night The
mail is going so | must close.

With lots of love to you both Your affec son

F.D.R.
Excuse writing

Thenew infirmary, known varioudy as the 'Pest House* or 'Pain Dome,’
was completed after F.D.R.'s graduation, in 1902. " Betsy" was Elizabeth
Rogers Peabody, the Rector's third daughter, who was then three years
old. Shelater became an authority in the field of remedial reading, and the
only woman on the Groton faculty.
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"It did no good to dig her out then ..."
[GROTON]
FEB. 14,1899,
TUESDAY.
Dearest Mama and Papa,

We have had no mail for two days, in fact none, except one from
Boston, since Saturday. Everythingisblocked, the driftsare mountain
high, and the first snow-plough has just gone through on the railroad
(2 p.m).

All yesterday it drove snow and until about 3 thisam. In spite of
the storm Warren Motley and | managed to flounder down to old
Mrs. Freeman's and back to s if she was all right. It did no good to
dig her out then asit was drifting fearfully. We went down again on
skis thisam with Motley and had to dig our way to her door. Her
chicken-house, which must be 16 or 18 feet high was entirely buried
except thetip of the gable on theroof. After about an hour'shard work
with snow-shovels we managed to find the chicken's door and dig a
narrow path to it between banks of snow which we couldn't se over.
Luckily the Rector had let us of f part of the last period of school, so
we got back in time for lunch, but rather tuckered out with the hard
work and the heavy wind We must go tomorrow and take her some
provisions as the butcher or grocer haven't been near for severd days.

Wehave all had to wear skis or snow-shoesin going from one build-
ing to another as the snow plough was burned in the barn and they
have not been able to dig out the path yet.

No more now, asthe mail isgoing Ever

FDR.
s
" Taddy comes once on the stage
and measuresa corpse . . ."
[GROTON]
FEB. 16, 1899,
THURSDAY.

My dearet Mama & Papa,

It hes at last got warmer and the huge drifts have begun slowly to
grow less Yesterday afternoon | went to Groton on skiswith Lathrop
Brown. It was very good fun and some of the hills were exciting.
Y our letters, one of Sunday and the other from the train have just
come, thismorning, no late last night.
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Too bad you missed " Siegfried,” but it must have been quite excit-
ing bucking the snow-drifts, and what an awfully long time you were,
gettingtoN.Y.

As you sy that you are going to spend Sunday at Orange | am
sending this letter there and hope you'll get it all right. Aunt Kasse
and Hiram get here tomorrow night and Warren telegraphed today
saying that thereis plenty of room at Whitney'sfor Muriel & hoping
that she will come.

Yesterday | went to Mrs. Powells and engaged two rooms for you,
for February 22nd 1899- 1900 when | am in the play, as thereis such a
demand. Taddy ssams to know nothing about when his people are
coming, but he has a vague idea that Helen is coming all alone and
won't be here till just in time for the play. If they come at all, they
should come earlier than the 12 o'dock train, asthat isvery apt to be
late.

You ak about fencing. As| came so late | found that there was no
chance to take it as all the time of the fencingmaster had been taken
and there were already three subditutes. | am very sorry to miss it
but shall takeit next year if possble

Taddy has been given a part in the play in which he comes once on
the gage as an undertaker and meesures a corpse Do not tell anyone
of this yet as everything is supposad to be a dead secret. The name of
theplay is" Turned Up," and | think will be good altho' thereis not
as much talent aslag year.

No morenow, and | hope thiswill reach you at Orange all right

Ever with deares love to you both Affec. son

F.D.R.

Of the play in which Taddy peformed so gruesomdy, William P.

Wharton recdls that it involved the pursuit of a sefarer by a large

ooloured lady with whom he had taken up while in the South Sees it
ended with the Neyressand the sallor doing a Cakewalk.

O

" | feltasudden crack in mymouth..."
[GROTON]
FEB. 19, 1899,
SUNDAY.
My dearex Mama and Papa,
| have been very gay for the last two days Aunt Kasseand Muriel
cameFriday eveningontimeand Mr.C. (H.P.) [Hiram PriceCollier]
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last night from Boston. Yesterday | took lunch and teawith them and
in the afternoon went for along drive of 12 or 14 milestaking Howard
Cary with usin the sleigh. Today | was with them all morning and
afternoon besde lunching, and we expect them to parlor later on.
They leave early to morrow am but it has been lovely having them
here, and a nice break to the monotony of the term. They all send
their love to you. Thanks for yours of Thursday from N.Y . & Papas
from H.P. ds0 his postal & the Spectator. The Rector wants me to
thank you very much, but he had aready seen the articles as he takes
it himself. | haven't had a moments time to look at them yet, but
they will keep till after the excitement of the play.

It has melted hard here for the last two days and the snow is rapidly
disappearing. | fancy you had quite as much at Hyde Park as we did
here, but as you say you had rain it must have disappeared rapidly. |
have a rather sad piece of news for you. Yesterday as | was eating some
pf Aunt Kassées delicious mince-pie, | felt a sudden crack in my mouth
and on looking afterwards found that a piece of my big back tooth had

broken off. The tooth is shaped like this @ and the corner

marked broke short off to the gum and exposed the filling. | knew there
was a hole there before Xmas, but Dr. Durand assured me there was
no absolute danger and that it would lagt a long time longer, before
needing filling. | shall go to Boston next Saturday and have something
done, and | think the tooth can be saved all right.

Last Thursday afternoon we had the first of the Lenten services, &
the sermon was by a Mr. Huigan of the Beverly church who spoke
with abroad Irish brogue.

Monday. 8am

Amjust going over to say good bye to Aunt Kasse, as they leave
at 8.30. | positively dont want my dress suit as my function at the
play is only to stand at the door and try to get the visitors names for
the Grotonian. Muriel had a nice time in parlor last night & it was
crowded

Ever lovingly

FDR.

The broad Irish minister was the Rev. Eugene J. V. Huiginn, of St Peter’s
Church, Beverly, Mass

b=
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"1 dontthink heisparticularly
cutoutfor apreacher..."
[GROTON]
FEB. 21, 1899,
TUESDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,

Jusg a line before the grand excitement of tomorrow. Your two
letters from Orange were most welcome this morning, and it must
have been nice ssaing all the infants. | shall write you a full account of
all that happens and the play, on Thursday, and you will hear from
Helen how it all goes off. We have sipped calighenics yeserday and
today, as the stage has been put up in the gymnasium, and there is to
be arenearsal today.

Wed. 8 am.

Helen & Miss Fromont and a great crowd from every Sate in the
Union came lag night, and they all came over to parlor-night.

| am to lunch with them today and | do not know what we shall
do this afterday, asit isdushy and foggy and | think it will rain.

Thanks for your letter from Dumper, | hope he won't make a mes
of his first ss'mon, but | don't think he is particularly cut out for a
preacher, do you?

| shall have to st up half-tonight as | have to complete the vistors
lig for theprinter of the Grotonian befor 8 a.m tomorrow

No more now & excuse this abominable scrawl

Ever afec son
FDR
ol
"Mr.Hoytdid say afewwords

toAuntKasse& Mr.H.P.C__"
[GROTON]
FEB. 23, 1899,
THURSDAY.

My dear M ama and Papa,

To begin where| l€ft off lag Tuesday. Helen and Miss Fromont got
hereall right and cameto parlor in the evening, and we played games.
The next day, yesterday | lunched and took supper with them at
Powdl's. In the afternoon we went for a long deigh-ride, atho* the
ground was bare about half the way! On the way back we stopped
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at my old lady's, Mrs. Freeman's and | took Helen and MissF. in to
seher. Shewas much delighted, and Helen will be ableto tell you all
about her.

Before the doors for the play were opened in the evening, about 8,
| went over and stood at the door, so that | could take down all the
names of visitors. It was hard work | can tell you, for a few minutes
asthere was a geady stream, and | had to scribble fag.

The play was really very good, nearly as good as lag year on the
whole | thought, and the acting not bad, and very good in some casss
| end a programme, but won't undertake to tell about the plot, as
Helen can dexribe it to you. There were a number of songs quite
good, although the VI form is not ceebrated for snging James
appeared twice at the back of the gage, and looked all right, but said
nothing.

Friday.

| didn't have time to finish this this am. as we had to s Helen off
at 830. Yesterday | lunched with her and went to tea with Mrs.
Hoyt who isat Whitney's. They areto day till Saturday morning so
| shall s them again today sometime

Many thanks for your letter and the report which is better than |
expected.

YesMr. Hoyt did sy afew wordsto Aunt Kasse& Mr. H.P.C. at
table, which wasthe only time | saw them together.

| am sorry | can't write any more asthe mail goesin 5 minutes.

Ever

FDR
W ill write moreon Sunday

Mr and Mrs Gerdd L. Hoyt were die parents of Lydig and Julia, and
Hudson Valley naghbours of die Roosevdts

et

" | have almost forgotten what
school foodtasteslike. . ."
[GROTON]
FEB. 26, 1899,
SUNDAY.
My dearet Ma and Pa,
On Friday evening, | went to tea gain with Mrs. Hoyt, and that
afternoon went al to an afternoon tea given to the V Form by Mrs,
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Markoe. laall | have been out for nine mealsin seven days and have
almog forgotten what school food tades like. Still it was nice ssang
everybody up here, and made it sean quite like home. Everyone has
gone though, now, and we are beginning to ssttle down to wor k again.
Both Friday & yesterday | tobogganed on the hill above the pond,
and it was very good. Lag night came the grand occurrence of the
play again, this time at the Town-hall. TheV and IV Forms went to
it, missng evening-school (for a wonder) and the play began at 7.45.
It was again very sucoessful, and the acting on the whole very much
better than las Wednesday, while the omisson of jokes on boys and
mastersmade it morereal. We succeeded in having old Mrs. Freeman
driven down to it and she enjoyed it immensdy. | am so glad to se
by your lag letter that you are really coming up soon, as| am pining
to seyou. | hopeyou will let me get roomsfor you thistimeat Mrs.
Whitncys, as her house is now in thorough order and | think really
nicer than the Powells and the food isimproved.

Y ou will be pleasad to hear that | am to join the choir next Sunday,
and if | find | can 9ng tenor all right | am to ay in it. We have had
quite cold weather again for the lag two days and today it rained and
hailed dightly. We have pussy-willows up here do and the snow is
now only in patches with all deighing over.

Monday. 8. am.

It is horrid weather today, with rain and fog. No more now as it
is time for schoal.

Ever with beg love to you both Your afFec. son

FDR.

MrsMarkoewasthe mather of his dassmate Harry Markoe, dewasa
frequent vistor at the schod.

" We are against it_"
[GROTON]
FEB. 28, 1899,
TUESDAY.

My dearex Ma and Pa,

Yederday, after poging my Sunday letter to you, | went to the
infirmary, as| fet a cold coming on, and my throat wassore. | oent
theday in bed, and as a rexult, | am absolutely well today, and have
been to school and taken an examination so you need not worry in
theleast
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I am to debate next Monday evening with Polly Wharton against
Dick Derby the president of the Society and another sixth former.
The subject is: Resolved, that the U.S. & England should guarantee
the integrity on [of] China. We are Con, against it, and if you happen
to s any articles about it, one way or the other we would be pleased
to have them.

You will be sorry to hear about Edmund. Last week, early, he
sprained his knee playing fives and did not think much of it. When
coasting with the girls on Friday he hurt it slightly again, and then on
Sunday night in getting into bed he wrenched it again. On Monday
he went to Boston on crutches and the doctor there put it in a plaster
cast. He now habbles round on crutches but by taking it in time |
hopeit will not get worse, asit isavery troublesome thing to have.

| have written for an appointment for next Saturday for my tooth,
but | shall not gotoDr. Nilesas| don't believe heis any good at all.

No more now and ever with best love to you both Your affec son

F.D.R.
Less than 5 weeks more!

There was much discusson at this time about the Open Door policy in a
China threatened with internal disruption following upon its defeat by
Japan in 1895. Admiral Lord Charles Beresford had been sent out on an
investigatory visit to China; hereturned in May, and published awidely
publicized book (TheBreak-up of China) in which he gated that, unlessthe
Open Door policy were enforced, a break-up was certain to occur.
Secretary of State Hay's note to the Powers, asking that the policy be up-
held, went forward in the autumn of 1899; the Boxer Rebellion followed
in 1900. It should be noted, in connexion with F.D.R's upholding of the
negative, that the sde one took in these debates was not by choice but
mainly by assgnment—a rather curious cusom prevalent in most school
debates which asumes that it is more important to develop a schoolbay's
persuasveness than his principles.

e

" | am perfectly overrun with work

—exams, debate, 'Grotoniari ..."
[GROTON]

MARCH 2, 1899,
THURSDAY.

My dearest Mama and Papa,
How perfecdy delighted | was to get yours of Wednesday saying
you are coming day after tomorrow! | can hardly wait, and [ifl get

240



an appointment for Saturday (which I much doubt) | shall telegraph
the dentist to put it off till next week, & thereis no hurry, and | don't
want] to miss a moment of your visit. | do hope papa will be able
to come too, and that he won't have a beastly meeting.

[ f you want to hear my debate you must day over till Tuesday
morning.

If the weather is fine on Saturday and the roads decent, we can go
for adrive in the trap that brings you from the station & | shall get
Warren & Taddy if the weather is fine.

By the way, | wish if you have time on receipt of this you could
bring 3 or 4 of those nice gold J pens which you have.

Later—

8p.m.

Your telegram just come. | won't cancel the appointment the
address is Dr. Wilson 85 Newbury St. and if you don't find me there
when you get there you will find a note saying where to go.—I shall
take the five o'clock train back so if your train from N.Y isvery late
you can go straight to the Union Station. | am perfectly overrun
with work—exams coming all in a bunch, debate, for next Monday
and "Grotonian" work as well.

Friday 8 am.

No more now—how lovely to think of seeing you tomorrow!

Ever dfec son

F.D.R.
Meet you Saturday Boston

The section in square brackets in the first paragraph was arassed out follow-
ing the receipt of his mother's change of plans

S

" Jhavefinished my speech and
amlearningitnow. .."
[GROTON]
MARCH 5, 1899,
SUNDAY.
My dearest Papa,

Mama and Una are here all right, and enjoying themselves. Too
bad about Taddy isn'tit? It isawfully hard luck on him, as he wont
be able to get out for at least six weeks. | suppose Br. Rosy is half-
crazy aboutit, but Taddy isnotreally ill anditissadto bealight cese
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Thanks for the Spectator clipping; it is of great use to me and | have
finished my gexth and am learning it now. Mama goes to Boston
tomorrow morning to se the Sargent pictures, and comes back at
3p.m.

Monday 8 a.m

Taddy had a comfortable night, and his temperature is down to
1o1° this morning.

No more now; Mama will s you tomorrow and she has written
you

Ever with lots of love Your affec son

FDR

Una F. Sdoy wes the daughter of James Russll Sdley, and his cousin.
Isbdla Stevart Gardner, Mr G.'s aunt, was a great patraness of John
Snger Sargent, fogering many exhibitions of his paintings

"It must beinconvenient not to
beabletositdown atall!..."
[GROTON]
MARCH 7, 1899,
TUESDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa,

Y ou can have no idea how lovely it was ssang M ama snce Saturday
and it already ssams as if you had been away a perfect age, indead of a
few hours. It was too bad Papa could not come up and most unfor-
tunate that he had medtingsin New York; however there is less than
4 weeks now before | shall be home for the lovely Easter holidays. It
istoo delightful to havefinished my debate and | now havein its place
to work up my gory for the Grotonian and | as have in charge the
writing up of the Fives Tournaments and the Winter Athletic M eet
which begins next week. | shall probably enter the High Kick and
run therisk of breaking my back, although as| am now in the | Class
| shall have to compete with boys who won lag year in the 1¢ Class
| hope you got off comfortably and got to N.Y . on time, although |
fancy the snow delayed you somewhat. |t has sopped snowing now
(8 p.m) and | think about 6 or 8 inchesfell, enough to makeit horrid
and dushy again as it was lag Sunday. There is ancther boy in the
infirmary today with a sorethroat and we hope and think it is not
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die pest | wrotetoJ.R.R.Jr. today and snt him two letters from
Helen. Heisgetting along all right and | shall write to Helen tomorrow
if | get a chance to gpesk to him.

Dont't forget to send him the oranges soon. | suppose Br. Rosy is
worried half to death, and it mugt be inconvenient not to be able to
gt down at all!

Wed. 8am.

Taddy temperature thisam is 100 4/10 and heis getting on nicely.

No more now; | hope for aletter from N.Y thisam. | snd this
to HydePark asyou did not tell mewhen you go home.

Ever with love

F.D.R.

Taddy had sarle fever and wesin isolation, hence die letter-writing.
Brother Rogy'sillness can only be surmissd.

bl

" Jhopeitwont recur annually
likeablossominthespring..."
[GROTON]
MARCH 9, 18%,
THURSDAY.
My desrest Mama and Papa

Your notefrom N.Y . telling of your sfearrival wasmos welcome
yesterday. What a time you mug have had with Br. Rosy! | hope
it won't recur annually likea sort of blassom in the spring.

Friday.

| forgot tofinish this yesterday so will do so and send it now.

On Wedneday afternoon the Bishop came up for Confirmation.
The srvice was at 315 and 19 boys were confirmed, among them
Edmund and GeorgieLow. Mrs. Low & Marion were up here, but
| didn't even lay eyes on them once, and only found they had bean
here, today. Yours of Thursday from Hyde Park have just come and
| shall immediately take 3 rooms for you at Whitney's for next
Washington's Birthday.

Taddy isdoing nicdy and his temperature is down to 99 4/10 He
isvery anxious to have some magazines 0 could you send the Graphics
as soon asthey come & possbly a Collier'sor Harper's. Send them to
me& | will glanceat them & send them up tohim Heasowould like
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to have a very chegp volume of one of Dicken's work; just two or
three chegp but standard books.

| go to Boston tomorrow & will write Sunday

No more now, the mail goes in two seconds.

FDR
Withlove
Theword "arrival" in thefirst sentence was added by his mother.
el

" We went to Huyler'sfor a
drink {only soda) . . ."

[GROTON]

MARCH 12, 1899,
SUNDAY.

My dearest Mama and Papa,

Yesterday | left the school a 12 o'clock for Boston and was accom-
panied by no les than 11 other boys, among them Warren and
Edmund, the latter to see about his knee, and Warren for atooth. We
got to Dr. Wilson'sat 3 o'clock and my dental appendage was filled
and put in order. The dentist said that it was a pretty close call for the
tooth & the nerve was almost touched, and if | had waited till the
holidays it might have broken some more. After my appointment
Warren had afilling put in and we went to Huyler'sfor adrink (only
s0da) before coming out here at 5.20. | told Dr. Wilson to send the
bill to you. He seemed to be an excellent dentist and said that if |
wanted to have my teeth straightened | should have it done very soon
and that it could be done perfecdy well but that | should have to devote
agood dedl of timetoit and it could not be donein a summer vacation.

| have just been to sse Taddy through the window and brought him
some papers, and the Graphic and Harpers Weeklies that came yester-
day (many thanks for them).

He semed cheerful and hungry as a bear[—]his temperature
normal[—]but as yet not very tired of his confinement and anxious
to hear about the goings on of the world. | am writing to Helen to
tell her how heis. By the way the fruit came all right for him last
night. Do you think you could send him avery chegp backgammon-
checkers board, as | know it would help tremendously to while away
the time and his nurse can play with him.
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No other casss have developed, as | predicted from the start, and |
am suretherewill beno more. Last night we were given an extremely
interesting talk by M r . Barnes (M r. Sturgis* fiancee'sbrother) whoiis
an authority on American History. He told us stories of brave men in
the Revolution and War of 1812 whose deeds, although practically
saving their country have been almost forgotten.

The night before we also had a talk, this time from Father Osborn,
the missionary. He told us of his experiences in India and South
Africa where he spent seven years.

The marks came out on Friday for the past month, and again |
succeeded in getting a B, and as no one got an Al may have been near
the head. Y ou will be sorry to hear that Warren was at the foot of his
dass with a mark of about 5.75. | feel sure that he is altogether too
young for his form, and he would bejust about the same age as the
average of the present 1¢ Form. Still with such a needlessly ambitious
father | suppose hewill be compelled to work hard all thro' the holidays
and given a terrible talking to besdes. | am sure he tries as hard as
anyone.

Last Wednesday was M rs. Freeman's 86th Birthday, and we clubbed
together and took her 3 pots of flowers, two hyacinths and a large
begonia (excuse spelling). She was delighted. It is melting and
drizzling and thundering today and the snow is once more reduced to
patches. | enclose a small bill which | prefer not to pay, considering
what what [sic] itisfor!

Monday 8 a.m.

Just think, only three weeks before we come home! It does not
seem a whole week since your lovely visit and the time pases quickly
in spite of the weather. The winter meeting in the Gym begins on
Wednesday and | haveto takeit all down for the " Grot" besdes doing
the Fives Tournaments which are almost over now.

No more now and ever with best love to you both | am your
afFec. son .

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Huyler's Confectionery had several branches in Boston at the time.
Concerning Mr James Barnes se p. 213 n. The Rev. Edward W. Oshorne
was born in Calcutta, and came to the United States in 1898 from Cape-
town as superior of the Society of St John the Evangdist (hence the tide
of "Father ') and rector of the church of the same name in Boston. He
later became Bishop of Springfield, Illinois. F.D.R.'s cousn Warren
Robbins was eventually st back and did not graduate from Groton until
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1904. As regards his own marks F.D.R. had improved his geomery
oongderably, with A's bath in redtations and the examination. He do
got two A sin German, and the res—L_atin, Gresk, English Literature
French, and Higory—were B's

ety

" Crimson and black or crimson
& green? .. ."
[GROTON]
MARCH 14, 1899,
TUESDAY.
My dear Mama & Papa,

Your two Ietters of Sunday were most welcome, and | was sorry to
hear how suffering Brother Rosy was and it was a good deal more of
an operation than | thought it would be, and besdes his temperament is
not exacdy conducive to bearing pain.

Taddy oontinues to improve daily and | vist every morning just
before lunch. He says he feds absolutdy well, but till very hungry.
Heis to begin on eggs next Saturday | think. He wants me to thank
you for the papers which came today.

Lag night we were given a concert by Mr. Jefferson. He sang
alternately with a Miss Cochrane and it was very good. | endose the
program. | receved a letter from Aunt Nellie today offering to make
me an embroidered fancy waistcoat and offers me the choice of two
colour's—arimson and black with crimson desves—or crimson & green
with green desves | think | should prefer the black & crimson, don't
you? | am to snd her a paper pattern of the front of my largest vedt,
my new brown one, and sheisto try it on me at Easter. Isn't it nice?

The Rector went to Boston today on a" dunning expedition." He
met a big crowd at the Venddme and already $22,000 has bemn
promised, and a good deal morewill beforthcoming. 1t will complete
the new building, build Mr. Surgis house and do sundry necessary
jobsin all departments No more now & ever with dear love to you

both Your affec. sn
FDR

Thereweretwo Codhrane dga's Marjorie and Heder, but it isnat re-
caled which one sng with Mr Jdferson. The Hotd Vendame is in
Commonweslth Avenue, in Boston.

Cr—aCunl-
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" Wetied on to ahuge cakeof
iceand floated down with it..."
GROTON SCHOOL
MARCH 16, 1899,
THURSDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa,

Yours of Tuesday and Wednesday was mogt welcome today, and
| am sorry Brother Rosy is gill degpressed and suffering. | forgot to
tell in my Tuexday's letter that we had had a choir half-holiday on
Monday. | took Warren out on theriver, asit was niceand warm. We
did not go very far as the current was swift. On the way back we tied
on to a huge cake of ice and floated down with it. An invitation came
lagt night from Aunt Kasse to go to her on the 6th for aday or . |
should like very much to go, but am heartily sorry to discover that the
little [name deleted] brat isgoing too!! So | am writing that | shall go
to Aunt Kasse provided you have no other plans for the sixth, and
you had better write her doif you don't mind.

The Winter Athletic meet began on Wednesday and | am kept
writing every spare moment, and the Fives Tournament is not quite
over, so | am busy with that too.

| can hardly make up my mind about going to Bogon every
Wednesday during the spring-term, it means mising so much up
here. | heard of Dr. Wilson from several Boston boys up here, and |
think heis extremedy good. | snd the waistcoat pattern, which | cut
out after great difficulty to Nelly as a note thanking [her] for making
it. Am | togotoN. Y. draight or to Hyde Park now that Dr. Durand
is dead, or have you made an appointment at the other dentigt's you
told me about?

No more now and ever with dear love to you both | am your
affectionate son

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.
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*'"Hewould very much liketo
have* TheMeditationsof Mar-
cus Aurdius..."
GROTON SCHOOL,
MARCH 19, 1899,
SUNDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,

Only two wesks more! just think of it. Your plansfor the vacation
suit metoaT and | suppose | cannot arrange to have more time at
Hyde Park. | am sorry to hear that Uncle Fred isnot well but | trust
it is nothing and that he will be all right soon.

It has poured and frozen here all day, with the result that the trees
arecovered aninch degp with ice, and many branches have been broken
in conssquence It is lovely not to have such hard examinations to
look forward to at the end of the term as formerly, and | shall not
come home a mental wreck. Many thanks for the Graphic which
camelag night; | shall takeit to Taddy when | s him tomorrow. He
continues to fed perfecdy well and can hardly bdieve anything is the
matter with him. However he has begun to peal on the fegt which
proves abolutely that he has it. He would very much like to have a
book called " The Meditations of Marcus Aurelius' in as chesp a
volume as can be bought. However if it istoo expendve do not snd it.

Monday 8 a.m.

This efect this am is wonderful, every branch & twig is covered
with ice & everything dligens in the sun. Several branches have
fallen, & | fear itisinjuring thetress

No more now & ever with bet love

FDR.

The" UndeFred" in thiscaewas Frederic D. Hitch.

Py

" | amtobeanewmissionary..."

GROTON SCHOOL
MARCH 23, 1899,
THURSDAY.

My dearest Maand Pa,
| was mogt grieved to hear of Uncle Fred's illness but | am glad,
that it was taken in time and that Jygisdoing well. Still | quite realize



that it is very serious in aman of his age and it makes it worse coming
on top of his other operation on his neck. | only hope he will pull
through all right, and | shal write to Aunt Annie. You will be
surprised to hear that | am to be a new missionary. There was a lack
of organ-players for the various mission houses in the neighborhood,
so | volunteered and tonight | am to drive over with two other boys
and Mr. Higley to hold a service at Rockey Hill in alittle schoolhouse
which is about 6 miles from here, | have almost forgotten how to play
the piano, but have been practising on the small organ in the school-
room and can play four hymns fairly decendy. We leave at 6.30
tonight and expect to return about 10, when we go into Faculty
supper! The Winter Meet is about over and Y ou will be pleased to
hear | have not kicked as the high-kick did not take place this year,
owing to the great danger of breaking backs, arms etc. It is snowing
again, & we now have about 7 inches on the ground! | never knew
such alate spring as it is this year.
Ever with best love to you both
F.D.R.

How awful the Windsor Hotel fire was!

Rocky Hill wes a section of Eagt Groton, amounting to not much more
than die ste of the Rocky Hill schoolhouse. The Windsor fire occurred
on March 17 while the guests were watching the St Patrick's Day Parade
from the windows of the hotel, which was in Fifth Avenue between
Forty-sixth and Forty-seventh Sregts A smoker threw a lighted match
from one of thewindows, but, snce there wes a breeze, one of the curtains
blew back just as the match was thrown, and caught fire. The blaze soread
ingtandy, causng a panic. Approximately sixty pasons logt thelr lives.

" | was very busy and had noth-
ing towrite about
GROTON SCHOOL,
MARCH 26, 1899,
SUNDAY.

My dear Mama and Papa,

| was much surprised yesterday at getting your telegram and | had
no ideathat you would worry at not getting any letter for half a week.
| wrote on Sunday, and did not post my letter till Thursday noon &s |
was very busy and had nothing to write about. | very seldom wrote
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mor e than twice a week lag year so did not think you would worry if
my Tueday letter did not come. | am so pleassd that Uncle Fred
continues to improve, and | only hope he will not have a rdapse. |
think | had better have a small coat-case to send home by Xpress but
| am sure alarge trunk is unnecessary. | can go to Tuxedo with my
coat-case perfectly well as it is only for two days | have a sort of
idea that my own dressquit-case is at home, and that | only brought
up my hand-bag. So | think you had better take my dresssuit case
to town with you and send me ancther to ssnd my things homein.

| don't believe you could have got my letter telling of my vist to
Dr. Wilson, for | told you in it that my teeth have 5 or dx holes that
must be filled at Eager and Dr. Wilson only said they would lagt till
then. | shall need at least two appointments, so | fear | shall have to
come to N.Y once more before coming back to school. You know
| wrote you on Thursday that | had become an organ-player. Well,
on Thursday night, in the midgt of a blinding snow-storm four of us
left in a two seated waggon. We picked up Mr. Higley who was
to ddiver the address & then drove six miles out into the country to
a little bit of a schodl-house called Rocky Hill. When we got there
we found a congregation composed of the stove-lighter (who had to
be there) and alittle boy. It was then 8.30 and as it was dedting and
nobody was there we locked up the house & drove home again so |
did not have a chance to perform. We went to Faculty supper & got
to bed about 11. We are going again next Thursday and hope for a
larger audience. The gports were finished on Saturday.

Monday 8a.m.

It snowed about 6 inches yesterday but is lovely and melting today.
We have about a foot of snow & ice on on [sic] the ground. Doesn't
it s/em abaurd for the 27th of March?

Only aweek more!

No more now & ever with dear love to you both | am your
affectionate son

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
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" | have thought of moping to
thechapel andlivingtherefor

GROTON SCHOOL,
MARCH 28, 1899,
TUESDAY.

My dearex Ma and Pa

Thanksfor yoursof Sunday and the Graphic and Harper's Weekly,
which | have given to Taddy through the window.

We are having a svice every day this week, so | have thought of
moving all my bdongings to the chapd & living there for good.

We go to Rocky Hill again on Thursday, and luckily we have the
same hymns as before as we had no srvice lag time.

The coat-case came tonight and thanks for it. | think | can manage
all right now. Exams arein progress, we have had two, English and
History, both of which | passed with a high B.

It has at las begun to melt hard, and it lookslikerain. | am sureit
isquitetimefor rain and spring to come.

| think | shall leave my ma[n]dolin up here during the halidays as
it is so hard to carry, but if you think we could have fun with it, |
think | can manage to take all right. Let me know by you[r] Sunday
letter, which | will get M onday night

Ever with best love & in awful hage Affec son

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
<=

" | drummed the organ for all
| wasworth .. ."
GROTON SCHOOL
MARCH 30, 1899,
THURSDAY.
My deares Ma and Pa
| have ben invited by Goodwin to lunch and go to the matinee on
Wednesday afternoon, and as | have refusad him so often, | accepted
this time, and hope it will fit in with your plans. We go again to
Rocky Hill tonight and hopeto have alarger congregation thistime.
Jack Minturn & hisMother | don't believewill colne, asJ. has other
engagements which | fancy he prefers. | am glad to seyou are to sall
by the Kaisr Friedrich on the 25th and are going to get away from

meetings etc. which mugt be tiresome.
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Friday.

We got back at 10 o'clock last night and | was so deepy this am
that | forgot to send this letter. We had a congregation of 17, quite
respectable, as it is composed only of scatered farmer's families round
the school-house. We had a pleasant drive, and | drove coming back
inthedark. |1 drummed the organ for all | wasworth & drowned out
the singers, but | got on fairly well for the first time and only got off
the time once in the four hymns. It was hard as | had to pump, play
and use the swells all at the same time. | only played, the soprano &
alto parts right through with an occasiond bess chord. It was the last
sarvice, as they are only held there during Lent. Y ours of Thursday
came today, ds0 the Eadter cards, many thanks for them. | shdl do
as you sy about the coa-case & can manage very well | am sure. |
hope it will beall right about going with Goodwin to the matinee &
we can go to something dse in the evening. | think you ought to
consult Nelly B. about that as e asked me to go & s something
with her when she wrote about the vest. | shal send you aline on
Sunday to 10 W. 43rd which you will get afew hours before | come.
How nice our little soree of Tuesday evening will be! Edmund |
believeis going with hismother, too. No more now & ever with best
love

FDR

TheKaiser Friedrichwesaliner built on revolutionary new principlesfor
the North German L1oyd Company. The principles were not, however,
aufficendy revolutionary to prevent the line's rgjecting the ship in June
1899, complaining thet it could barely average twenty knots.

e

"In it was my first real thing,

larger thananitem. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL

APRIL 2, 1899,
SUNDAY.
My dearex Mama & Papa

Just alineto meet youin New Y ork. It ssamshorrid to have Easter
up here, although serviceis nice enough. Thereisacold wind blowing
and although the sun is shining it ssems more like January, than April.

The snow still covers everything and it freezes stiff at night.
The Grotonian for March came out last night, and in it was my first
real thing, larger than an item, the prelude to the Fives Tournament.
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| had a good deal of work on it, as | had twelve big shedts of scores
to work out first and then had to correct the first and second proof-
sheets.

| have passed all my examinations that | know of so far, & only
Sacred Studiesis left for tomorrow. | got A in German and B or B +
in all the others except Greek. | took teawith M r. Cushing on Wednes-
day, & withMrs. Abbott yesterday & tomorrow | shall pay afairwell
call to Mrs. Higley. | saw Mrs. Freeman & gave her an Eagter card &
she was delighted & sent her kind regards to you.

Monday 8 am.

We havejust heard that Mrs. Corning died very suddenly, isit not
awful for poor Edwin. He goes home this morning.

No more now, e you tomorrow afternoon!

FDR.

The final mid-term report, dated April 4, gave him A's in Geometry,
German, and Saored Sudies, and B's in his other five subjects Opposite
Decorum, three black-marks were to be noted. The Rector's generd
comment was. " Good." Eader holidays followed this|etter.

O

"She says he is pealing very
dowly ..."
[GROTON]
APRIL 18, 1899,
TUESDAY.
My darling Mama and Papa,

Here we are back again for ten weeks! We arrived safdy at six-
thirty, and had awarm pleasant drive up here, and then tea. | ae the
buns and cake, dso Lathrop Brown had some sandwitches which we
shared. Warren appeared cheerful and played hard all the way up.
Four or five boys have not come back for various reasons.

Just to think of your sailing in a week! It seams horrid to think
of it, but you need not worry the least bit, as| shdl be al right | am
ure.

| suppose you will see Aunt Kasse off tomorrow and poor abused
Hiram, no, | mean the Right Honorable Mr. Price Collier Esquire!
| shall have afearful 1ot of work to do for the next two or three weeks,
as when | get any spare time | shall work on the "Dreyfus case" and
thentry for the Latin Prize. | got the mail tonight with Howard Cary
and saw Mr. Peabody for a minute or two. He asked me how my
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cold was, (I don't know how he knew about [it]) and said nothing
about Taddy or you, or anything eke! | shall ss2 Taddy tomorrow and
Polly Wharton hassen him & saysheisabit depressed.

Later—

| have just ssn Miss Burnett and she says he is pealing very dowly,
and from present indications may be a week or ten days more; isiit
not hard on him? | shall write Helen a note about it tonight or
tomorrow.

Wedneday 8 a.m.

Another lovely day & it ssams so drange to be back. | have about
half unpacked so thereislots of work yet. | will write you a line this
evening.

Ever your affec. son F.D.R..

Thenew trial of Captain Dreyfuswas nearing its smsational condusion at

thistime, with the French Court of Casstion hearing argumentsfor revison

of theverdict. F.D.R. wasworking up an artidefor die Grotonian on the
e Miss Burnett was head nurse at the schod.

et
" | have been given another duty
... lam delighted to get it..."
GROTON
APRIL 19, 1899,
WEDNESDAY.

My darling Mamaé& Papa,

We have been here already a day, and it ssams more like a month
as everything isrunning as if we had never been away at all. You s
| am trying my new paper, and | think it is perfectly delightful, and
nice to writeon. | have been given another duty that will take up a
good deal of time, but | am ddighted to get it. It is Assstant M anager
of theNine. Dick Derby isthe Manager, but asheisto row thisyear,
it meansthat most of thewor k will fall on me, such asrolling or rather
managing the rolling of the fidd, getting out the players etc. Today
| had out a squad of || Formersto shove the big soneroller and | aso
heped lay out a diamond for the 2nd nine.

No letter came from you ether tonight or thisa.m. and | hope you
areall right. By theway, asif | did not have enough to do without it,
| have been kept as mail nigger & no changes have been made. | really
think we ought to breakfast every single day with the Rector as a
reward! | saw Taddy today and he looks well, and began yesterday
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to take walks outdoors. His heds have not pealed, and there is no
prospect of their doing s0; indeed it may possibly happen that hewon't
leave for two weeks, so | doubt if you s him. The sts at table have
been changed, and | have a nice place, onefrom M r. Gardner, on the
opposite sde from lag term, and next to Warren Motley. | will
write again tomorrow and let you know if | need anything but have
missed nothing as yet. My cough is better and my neck nearly all
right, so you nead not worry. | take the mixture four times a day,
and have begun the C.L .O.
Ever with best loveto you both | am your affectionate son
FRANKLIN

The "new pape™” mentioned here was a plain, porous hed tinted a
vagudly unpleesant sse-grean.

At

" | think | have everything |
want, except anail-brush
[GROTON]
APRIL 20, 1899,
THURSDAY.
Darling Ma and Pa,

Jugt alineto say that yours of Wednesday was most welcome today
and many thanks. | think the sampleisvery pretty, | mean thedark
one with the sripe, don't you. If you can get a suit of it as cheap as
Brook's| think it would bevery nice.

| think | have everything | want, except a nail-brush. Would you
mind sending me one, a big brush without a handle, if possble, Papa
knowsthekind | mean.

Friday 8 am.

Spent mogt of my timeyesterday rolling thediamond with different
gquads and then | had to se that the team waswell supplied with bats,
balls, gloves etc. It sprinkled alittle yesterday, and today is grey but
| don't think it will rain. Tomorrow we play thefirst game of the
san; it is againg Brookline High Schoal.

Thisismy lagt letter to HydePark and tomorrow | shall snd anote
to 10 W. 43. and my Sunday letter tothe Seamer It ishorrid to think
of your sailing so soon.

Ever with deares lovetoyou both. | am your mogt affectionate son

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

ety
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". .. andindeed | dont intend
to worry in the least..."
[GROTON]
APRIL 21, 1899,
FRIDAY.
My darling Mama and Papa

Yours of Thursday was most welcome this morning, and dso the
post-card. | shdl use the delivery-stamp for my letter to the steamer.
A letter came from Mr. Dumper today, and he says he shall not go to
the Summer School at Harvard, as the work is too much advanced for
him, and i f he does not get a position &s tuitor for the summer he will
day in Gambier all summer and work under an instructor. He dso
advises me not to worry over my preliminaries, and indeed | don't
intend to worry in the lead..

Saturday. 6. p.m.

We havejust this instant finished a successul game with Brookline
High School the first of the sseson. | have been working on the
diamond (the base-ball field) since 8 am., marking long linesin lime,
& | am spotted withiit. | hopeyou will get off comfortably. | am very
well & the weather islovely & warm

Will writealong letter tomorrow

In awful haste
FDR
e
" Taddy is at last beginning to

peal onhisheals
[GROTON]
APRIL 23, 1899,
SUNDAY.

My darling Mama and Papa,

| wrote you a note yesterday afternoon, but unfortunately 1 missed
the mail-bag by about 30 seconds. | shall send it to the Seamer, how-
ever, just to se if it reaches you without a specid delivery stamp. As
| wroteinit, we had a game yesterday afternoon with Brookline High
School, the first of the season. We won by the score of 14-10, a very
good showing for the beginning of the seeson, and the diamond was
in good order.

It is very warm today, and most of die boys have gone into their
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summer things. However | shall not change my flannels till next
Sunday, nor my blue suit for two weeks. | wonder what you did
about my new grey suit? | fyou did not order one, | shall wait till
the patterns come from Brooks as we arranged.

| hope you remembered to send me "die Dreyfus "case", as |
want to write an article on it as soon | get any time; | suppose my
dress-suit case will come with it and the summer flannelstomorrow,
or nextday. | think with this weather you ought to have agoodtrip,
and | believe the Kaiser Friedrich is a good sea-boat anyway. 1t will
be horrid not getting any letters from you for over two weeks, but |
shall expect a cable as soon as you get there, remember. Roosevelt,
Groton Mass. will be sufficient, | think, & you need not signit.

Taddy is at last beginning to pea on his hedls, and hopes to leave
within aweek. He went out canoeing this morning with his nurse,
whilewewerein church, andistodoit againtomorrow if itiswarm.
| shall not go on the river for some time yet, and anyway | have no
timeforit.

| suppose you will find it still quite cold a& Nauheim when you get
there, and | hope there will be somebody there you know. | will keep
as usud adiary letter to you & will write at least twice aweek. | got
acheque from Aunt Kasse and yesterday one from Aunt Dora. Please
thank her for it and give her my love & goodbye. If youwill send me
her address when you get to Germany | will write her; | am dso going
towriteto Aunt Annie every couple of weeks.

Later—

Itissowarm tonight that the boys have been allowed to go out after
supper, and the Rector read aloud on the seps. | fear you will have
avery early start from the apartment, and the first day will seem fear-
fully long, but | suppose there will be a certain novelty in going by the
North German LlIoyd. | am addressing my letters to Hoboken, and
| hope you will get them and that it is not Jersey City.

Monday 8. am.

I must finish my letter now and say good-bye. By the way let me
know pleaxeif you have decided to go to the Adirondacks, and if you
Succeeded in getting a camp.

I do hope you will have a good voyage, and | think you ought to
after this lovely weather. Remember to cable as soon as you get
there, & besureyoudon'tworry, asl shal beall right, and my coldis
practically gone.

| cannot bear to think of the ocean being between us
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Goodbye now, my darling parents
Ever with lots of love of hugs and kisses | am your very loving son
FRANKLIN.

Therewereanumber of books about the Dreyfus case being published in
Engdlish at thistime; the mogt likely to have bem that requeded by F.D.R
wes Frederick C. Conybearés The Dreyfus Case. The James Roosevdts
often had a month'shdliday in the & Regis area of the Adirondacks

g

"lamthinking of you asleaving

thedock in aboutan hour .. ."
[GROTON]

APRIL 24, 1899,
MONDAY.
My darling Mama and Papa,

My letter to the seamer left this morning and | hope you will
recave it all right. It samsvery funny to be writing to you abroad,
when you have not yet left this sde! but | want just to snd a line
by the White Sar boat, leaving the day after you do, so you will
not be very long without news after you reach the other dde |
st a tdegram to you at the Renaissance this afternoon after school,
and | hope you weren't alarmed when you got it, or thought at first
that | had another dessasd

Thank you so much for subscribing for me to the various papers |
havereceived the Great Round Wor Id, dsaletter fromthe" Osprey
people which | endose They st me the piece of paper you wrapped
your dallar bill up in and it wastorn in ribbons but die bill insde did
[not] suffer much drange to say. | destroyed the paper by mistake s0
can not end it to you.

| suppose that by the time this reaches you, you will be about sdttled,
intheVillaGrunewald not Grimewal A isit not? | really would aimogt
like to s old Nauheim again, and | fancy it mugt have changed snce
| was there three years ago.

| got you|[r] letter of Friday & Saturday thismorning & am so sorry
you (Mama) havea cold and you must becareful Senot add toit (Per
order).

Tueday April 25th 8. a.m.

Your dear letter of Sunday from H.P. came lag night, and aso the
sample which | will kegp. Thevalise d came with the water -pr oof
flannds and night-light, but | think you forgot my new sockings
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However they may come from N.Y. and anyway they arc not abso-
lutely necessary. | am thinking of you as leaving the dock in about
an hatir, and | hopeyou have good weather for sarting and will have
asmooth trip. Aunt Kasse should arrivetomorrow & Warren expetts
news then and | shall expect it a week from today. No more now.
Warren sndslove, & Taddy'shedsare at lag pealing and he hopesto
be gone in a week

Ever, dearex Mama and Papa, with loads of love and kises to you

both I am your affec. son
F.D.R.

TheGreat Round World was aweskly nensjournal founded in 1896; it
disoontinued publication in 1903, Of even te lifegpan wes The

Osprey; An I llustrated Monthly Magazine of Ornithol ogy, whose wings foldeo
shortly after F.D.R. recaived his subsription.

bl

" You seethe Old Worldisbe-

hindthenewin everything..."
[GROTON]

APRIL 25, 1899,
TUESDAY.
My darling Mama and Papa,

Your dear telegram from the deamer came this afternoon at about
three o'dock, and | got it during afternoon school. Jug to think of
your being out of dght of land long beforethis! | can hardly bdieveit.

Wednesday—

Your lovely letter and the passnger ligt came this morning, the lagt
letter | shall have of you for over two weeks | am sorry to say. | am
glad you have nice deck rooms, and a stting-room all to yoursdf. |
hope Charley Forbes won't occupy it too much, even if Aunt Dora
wants him to!

The Dreyfus cae & the nailbrush have come & thanks for them, but
| am sorry to sy that Archie Brown does not want an article on
Dreyfus, ashe saysthey had one about ayear ago.

Wehad a very good game this afternoon with English High Schoadl
and although beaten by the soore of 7-6 we played a good game. |
gent the morning marking out the fidd etc. and on the whole am
kept pretty busy. By the way it is exacdy a year ago today that |
came down with the scarlet-fever, bad luck to it, and it ssamsonly a
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few months. No pes has broken out so far, and there ssams little
likeiyhood of it now

Thursday April 27th.

Today is a chair-half-holiday and | played golf in the afternoon. |
have done this course in 46 (yesterday) three lower than ever before,
s0 if we go to Campobello | hope to be able to break my record. Too
bad we could not get the camp you thought of, but | hope we can
get the other.

The doll and gockings came lagt night and | almogt fainted when |
saw the human face indde the box, & at firs thought someone had
snt me a dead baby as a practical joke. | carried it through the hall
in my arms & soon had a crowd following, all wishing to kiss the
latest addition to my family! The Peabody baby was ddighted and
requesed me to give you her dncere thanks (she can't talk yet but
sid "goo-goo" & | did my bet to trandate it). The underdothes
ao came from Arnold's and | think them very nice. They were not
marked so0 | had them donein the sewing-room.

Taddy isout all day, of course away from the other boys, and went
up the river on Tuesday with his nurse and his lunch for the whole
day. His hedl is dowly healing and he hopes to be able to leave by
next Tuexday.

| noticed you crossad with Lilli Lehmann, & who is the Miss Lee
you marked on the lig?

We are having perfect weather, and | think the ocean mug be smooth
now. Your voyage will be half over tomorrow, and | can hardly wait
for your cablegram. | hope the sraw hat man will come soon asiit is
getting rather warm to go to church in my pot-hat.

Warren is getting on all right and waiting for a letter from his
mother. She did not cable him and did not intend to, when she got
in, as | suppose she did, yesterday.

The roof is being put on the new building and it looks very well,
and the lumber for a new gtable has come & they are to begin work
very soon.

No more now, | will write again Sunday.

Ever with tons of love | am your affectionate son

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

How cold it mug be gill at Nauheim! You sethe Old World is
behind the new in everything—

Charles Suart Forbes a brather-in-law of Dora Ddano Forbes was an

artist and lived mostly abroad. F.D.R. and Eleanor Roosevt vidted him
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in Venice on thar honeymoon in 1906. " Arnold's' wes a rference to
the New York gore of Arnold, Condable and Co. Madame Lilli
Lehmann, the great Wagnerian soprano, wes then nearing theend of her
caey. She had given a "farewdl conoart" at Carngge Hall on the
Thurday afternoon prior to her sailing. " MissLeg" may have been some
rdation to Alice Hathaway Leg Theodore Roosevdt'sfirg wife, which
would have explained why Mrs James Roosevdt chedked the name On
formal cacasansin the autumn and winter the Groton boysworebownlers
these were sucosadad by typically English graw hatsin the goring.

R

" My stomach isnowrelatively
much smaller than my chest..."
[GROTON]
APRIL 28, 1899,
FRIDAY.

My darling M amaand Papa,

It is horrid not to be getting any of your dear letters, but | mugt
be patient for over a week more.

| played golf today and sucoesded in doing the course in 45, one
better than yesterday.

Saturday April 29th.

| took my strength test & measurements this morning and succesded
in getting 565 in the tet, where | was 452 lag time in the autumn so
you =& | have gone up 113 points. Mr. Skarstrom was much pleased
and sad the improvement was very good especialy in the shoulders
& ches and stomach which is now réatively much smaller than my
ches. My height sittingisrelatively greater to my height ganding than
it was before, which is a0 a marked improvement. Old "cigar-
sump” still svears that my heart is still weak, & | told him that he
wasaliar (not quitein thosewords). | had intended to row this spring
& try for one of the crews but he sys | ought to give it up & | suppose
it would be on the whole ssfer not to, so | shall do my bet at base-ball
& golf. We played Somerville High Schoal this p.m the bes school
team around Boston. We put up a wretched game, & were beaten
153 However it will not hurt the nine at all to meet with a defeat
or two & will make them work all the harder. We play &. Marks
at Worcester on May 314, & thisyear we are going to fight for it.

| found the arrival of the" Teutonic" at Queenstown in the Thurs-
day pape's & showed it to Warren asit wasthefirs he heard of ther
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arrival. | believe there is a dight chance of Aunt Kasic going to
Nauheim; how niceit would beif you could all be there together.

Sunday April 30th

Today is the lag day of April & we have been here nearly two
weeks; thetime passesrapidly. Lag night the photos came from Vail,
& | will snd them to you tomorrow, as some to Helen. | congder
them all excellent, Mama's the least 0, & the group is quite worth
keeping

Later—

We ssem haunted up here by dessasss of some kind, and what do
you suppoe has capped the climax now? Yeserday the youngest
Fish boy came down with appendicitis, not srious at all; thismorning
two boys developed german meades this afternoon a third came down
withit, & tobeat all, it hasjust been announced that Chapin has scarlet

are having! The ca s light, but if there is any more the four lower
forms will go home, but of course | shall say. The weather continues
perfecdy lovely, and very warm, the thermometer being over 85° all
day. | have gone into my spring flannels & old light gray suit & | am
quite ready for them. | am writing Brooks to ssnd some samples
immediately as| have absolutdy no light knickerbockers for summer.

Monday—

Another lovely day even hotter than yeserday and | think we shall
have a shower before evening. | shall anxioudy expect your cable
tomorrow some time & then a letter in about a week. The first
swimming took place today; | went in and found the water ddightful,
not too warm & not asdirty as later on in the ssasin. Before swim-
ming | took a walk through the woods with Laury Rainsford to se
if we could find any negs but | think it isalitdetoo early. Everything
is budding, and the leaves have begun to break out on some of the
treess & shrubs The gasis absolutdy green now.

Y ou mug find Nauheim lovely now, but | suppoe it is ill quite
cool there. Please don't forget the old Graphics Paris Heralds etc!

| am not sending this till the Wednesday boat as it is only the old
Sadle on the U.S. Lloyd | think. No morenow, | will write again for
the Saturday boat
Ever with bes loveto you both | am your affec. son
FRANKLIN
No more desesss today!
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| have st the photos. Let me know if you have to pay extra postage
on this letter. | don't think so.

The "younges Fish boy" was Sdney, a grandson of Grant's famous
Sareary of Sate Hamilton Fish. Vail Broswas a firm of Poughkegpse
photographers thar portrait photographs of James Roosevdt and ot the
Ro%sa/ddt family group, mentioned in this Ietter, have bemn reproduced
in thisvolume

b

". .. thefoaming cow place,
wherethe cowwont foamany
more?..."
[GROTON]
MAY 2, 1899,
TUESDAY.
My darling Mamaand Papa,

No Cable has come today, but | suppose it takes longer to go to
Southampton than to Liverpool, so | should not get it till tomorrow
morning. We had a good shower lagt night and the leaves are now
well advanced on mogt of the tress | rolled the diamond with a gang
of first formers and then watched the nine who were coached today
byaMr. Murphy, aYale graduate.

Wednesday May 3rd.

Your dear cable was mog welcome this morning during reces at
10 odock saying "Well, Good voyage" | do saw the "Kaiser
Friedrichs arrival at Southampton in the Tuesday Evening papers,
which get here thisevening. | shal now anxioudy await aletter which
| should get by next Thursday. Thismorning | spent marking out the
diamond and in the afternoon we played a game with the Technology
Freshmen of Boston. We beat them, altho' neither sde played particu-
larly well, by the score of 9-4. The weather is much cooler, quite
chilly in fact, and the duck-trousers have given way to winter alits
| did not wear my ducks at all, as | thought it rather early and
unseasonable

Thursday May 4th

Still cold, and windy. You mug be at old Nauheim by thistimel
think, unless you gpent a night on the road somewhere. Please give
my kind regards to Dr. Scott, no Shot; | wonder how many children
he has now? Don't give dlver cups to them all pleased How is the
old woman in the shooting gallery? and the foaming cow place,
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where die cow won't foam any more? Are there any nice people
you know, and isAunt Kasde going to take acure there ?

| have just received word that Taddy isto go home tomorrow. He
is delighted and | have written Helen to have him met Chapin the
new cae hes moved right into Taddy's rooms, and he hes a G even
lighter than Taddy's with scarcdy no fever. Still it isawfully hard on
him as his parents are in Johannesburg South Africa, and old Mr. Le
Bourgeoisin London, but he hes some other rdetives over here. There
are no more G yet only Lathrop Brown, who hes a bad attack of
Rheumetic Fever, and is quite ill

| am spending most of my time writing themes & reading books for
Chales R. Nutter; you remember | told you he would make uswork
like dogs when he got back, and he certainly does Thereisto be a
choir fedivd after all & we are to go some time early in June. We
practice two nights aweek, S0 that d tekestime.

Friday May 5th. 8 am.

I will finish this before the mail goes & nine, & you will get news
quite fresh from me.

We begin the May savices in the town hall next Sunday & it will
be nice walking down in the evening. | wonder if the English church
hes ever ben built a Nauheim or if the plan hes falen through? Y ou
will probably s about the Soane divorce, & her marriage within an
hour to Perry Belmont, in the Pais Herdd—quite lively going
isn'tit?

No more now

| am your afectionate son

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.

He was midaken in the name of the doctor under whose care James
Roosevet took the Nauheim cure; it was Schott. " Old Mr. Le Bourgeois'
was the grandfather of Louis LeB. Chapin, two dases behind F.D.R.
Jsse A. Robbins had bean sparated and then divorced from Henry T.
Soare in droumgances which casd some geted caaure by the
Society of the period. The reason for this rather adult and chatty reference
woul d doubdess have bean the fact thet Jesse Robbins (daughter of Daniel
Robbins, of McKesson and Robbins) was a 9der of Aunt Kasses first
hushand, Charles Robbins.



" The sermon was excellent, only
he spoke too loud. . ."
GROTON
MAY 5, 1899,
FRIDAY.
My dearet Mama and Papa,

| sent my last letter to you this morning at 8. o'clock, and soon after
| noticed the arrival of the "Kaiser Friedrich" in the Thursday Evening
Post at Bremen, dated Thursday the 4th | supposed you would get in
on Wednesday, and wonder if anything delayed you? or if the news
was dated wrong.

| had avery funny time this afternoon—To begin with it was achoir
half-holiday, the second this term, so | went and played one round of
golfwith Fuller Potter who is dso atenor in the choir. He had then
to return to row, & just then | met Mr. Cushing, Mrs. Lawrence and
"Libby" coming to play. They wanted someone to make up a four-
some, so | played with Libby againg the "General" and Madame.
Libby was large as life, and twice as queer & we played nearly two
more rounds, beating Cush and Mrs. L. al out of their boots. When
we came home | had googlewith Mr. Cushing.

Saturday May 6th.

Another lovely day. | spent the whole morning marking the
diamond, and resodding it where the grass is worn out. We played
Dean Academy, and were badly beaten 19-6. They had a very strong
team, and hit our pitcher hard and | am sorry to sy we made a good
many errors. We play the Harvard Freshmen on Wednesday next,
Pomfret on the 17th and S. Marks on the 31¢. We will begin drilling
soon for the Decoration Day parade, which you saw last year, when
John Cross was thrown off his horse.

Sunday May 7th.

We have been here three weeks amost, and the term is going fast.
| forgot to tell you that Warren is coxing the first Hemenway crew,
as he did last year. He was not found to be too heavy & as he hates
base-ball he decided to cox. He got aletter from his mother at Queens-
town lagt night, the first he hes had; they had a rough voyage strange
to say, so | fear you may have not had it smooth all the way.

| was offered the captaincy of one of the cup nines yesterday but as
| may not be able to play all the time, owing to work on the first
eleven, | thought | had better not accept it, and anyway | may row
later on. | will finish this tomorrow.
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Monday M ay 8th

Lag night we went to Groton right after tea, having had evening
school at 4 o'cdlock. | walked down & back with Mosdley, the boy
L. Brown & | are trying to reform. The preacher was the Rev.
Addison of Brookline Mass, & the sermon was excellent, only he spoke
too loud, while the reverse is generally the caz2  The big town-hall
was packed & the fifth form are ushers five every Sunday, so | shall
be one the lag Sunday asiit is alphabetical.

| had a letter from Helen today, & she says Taddy got to N.Y . all
right, & Charles packed him right off to H.P. She sys " Father is
out in the wilds of Canada", | shouldn't be surprised if he went to
China! Sheis going up to H.P. as soon as Taddy comes back here,
probably the end of this week. | ought to get your first dear letter on
Thursday & | am longing for it. Just think our Jackson exams come
in a month & you will be home in less than two, & the preliminaries
all over.

The Grotonian came out lagt night, and | will send it to you be
[by] the next mail, asit will probably not be forwarded from Hyde
Park.

No more now & with tons of love & kises & hugs & ec & €c,
Affectionately

FRANKLIN.
| have ordered an extra of grey flannd trousers, awfully nice from the
gore up here & only $6.00,1 thought you would not mind.
FDR

"Libby" wes Elizabeth Presooit Lawrence (s p. 265). John W. Cross
later became a noted ar chitect, assodated with hisbrather in theNew York
firm of Cross and Cross which desgned the City Bank Farma's Trug
Building, the General Electric Building, and athe's Ben P. P. Mosey,
abject of the reform efforts is recalled by contemporaries as bang well
known for his unorthodoxy. He wes in F.D.R. s form, but did not
graduate A dosefriend of the Rector'swasthe Rev. J. Thayer Addison.
Hewes professr of the higory of rdigionsand missonsat Episoopdl, there-
after mader of Kirkland Houseat Harvard and amember of the National
Coundil of the Episoopa Church. Ernest Jackson wes a former mader at
Groton who I€ft to engege in private tutoring in and near Bogton. He
devisad a shedule of examinationswhich was used by Groton and other
preparatory shadsasa mesare of how well thar sudentswere prepared
for college What odlege prdiminary examinations a boy would be
allowed to take depended upon how hedid in the" Jadkson's™

B
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" Wehad somehash last night
which caused direresults.«."
[GROTON]
MAY 9, 1899,
TUESDAY.
My darling Mama and Papa,

The lovely spring weather continues, and the pear blosoms are
out, and the apple-blossoms beginning to appear. We had some hash
lag night which caused dire results on the whole school, and | passsd
an eventful and demless night. As a reault | can hardly move today,
but we are beginning to fed better now.

Wednesday May 10th

We played a game with the Harvard Freshmen this afternoon and
they had avery srong team. Wedid not play well | am sorry to sy,
and they beat us by the soore of 16-6; our nine is not all good, this
year, and we fully expect to be beaten by . Marks unlessthey improve
very much.

| got a letter from Uncle Warren today & he invites me to Steen
Valetje. | shall go as we planned on Monday the third, spending
Sunday at home. A letter dso came from Nellie B just before she
sailed, endosng $10 for the camp and wondering if my waistcoat
came all right. | shall write to her at Paristo tell her that it has been
snt home & thank her for the cheque

This evening a large box came from Brooks and in it | found two
four piece wits the only two they had or were going to have of the
four-piecevariety. Onewasvery light and the other not quite aslight
grey, but aslight asthe one we liked and rough also. | am keeping it
and likeit, as | think you will aso. The pieces all fit well, only the
knickerbockers have no extendons, so | am sending them back with
the other suit to have some put on.

Thursday—

This morning it was lovely and being Ascenson-day the ground for
the New Chapel was broken. Jug before morning schod we all went
out to the dte and there was a short prayer & a hymn, then Mr.G.
broke the first sod, and then the Rector turned one. After that we
sang the School Hymn & went back to lesons We were given a half-
holiday in honor of the occagon, and | garted off with Laurie Rains-
ford to observe birds and play golf, but we didn't get far when it
began to pour, and we got soaked to the skin, and had to come back.
It rained all afternoon but deared towards evening, and it was much
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needed, as it is only the second rain we have have [had] this term. |
am working, like a dog now, as it is better to do so than later on in
June. Our Jackson exams come the first weeks inJune. | hope to go
up on 15 hours this year, more than anyone dse in the form except
Blagden who dso tekes 15, & | should be amply sdisfied if I could
pass 11 or 12. No letter has come today but | expect one tomorrow,
as | do not suppose it caught the Teutonic which saled the day after
you got to Southampton.

Friday—8 a.m.

| must send this now as the mail goes in ten minutes. | hope you
are having good weather at Nauheim & not too cold

Ever with best love Affec. son

FDR.

Mr Gardner gave both Groton chgpds. The firdt, a plaster-and-timber
afair, was presented to the Roman Catholic Church of Groton and moved
into the village, where it till dands Its place was taken by a stone chape
in the late Gothic style, designed by Henry V;Jé;rm—me of the mogt
graceful edoptions of the Gothic manner, a landmark of the
countryside.

" Today a very important event
took place, at least | hopeso . . ."
[GROTON]
MAY 12, 1899,
FRIDAY.
My dearest Mama and Papa,

Jugt after sending my letter this morning your dear letter and the
post-cards came. | was delighted to get it, and am glad you didn't
drop your lunch, even though there was a nasty swell for the last few
days! You did not sy whether you liked the German boat, but as
you made no complaints | suppose you did, and at all events the food
was good and that is half the battle. The post-cards were awfully pretty
and many thanks for them; the diary no | mean dairy of the voyage was
very interesting, and | will show one of them to Mrs. Freeman,
although | cannot give it to her as you wrote on the other side. The
old Lady hes had a cough very much like mine, and hes not been well
lately, but feisimproving and will soon beall right I think. All the
apple-trees are in bloom, and the country islovely.
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Saturday May 13th

Last night | had a delightful surprise in the shape of a small round
package and a letter. On opening the package | found a pair of awfully
pretty golf-stockings, the long-promised pair from Frances. They have
blue and grey tops, of the pattern | told you | liked so much, the only
trouble being that they are awfully small in the foot and leg, so that
they are pretty well stretched over my mighty muscles. Among
other things she writes that the Kuhns have taken Capt. Mitchell for
their boat the "Petrel," and that Hamilton is much better. The Bangs
are going as usua about July 1 but the Sampsons are probably going
abroad, and they themsdlves go to Campo the last week inJune. By
the way | wish you could let me know as soon as possible whether
we are going to Campo or the Adirondacks,, as | should like to ask some
boys pretty soon.

By the way, while you are in Germany | wish you could get my
new flannels, as my present ones for spring and autumn are about out-
grown, and are very tight besdes being a little worn-out. | have not
gone into my summer weight yet, and do not expect to until about
the first of June.

We are to begin drilling for the Decoration Day parade diis week,
and although not very exciting it is aways something out of the
ordinary run of things. | have forgotten to tell you in my last two or
three letters that about half a dozen boys in the school have had
whooping-cough ever since they came back, and have been mixing
with the others as usua | am quite positive that | have had a light
attack of it, as| still have a paroxism or so every day, when | run hard.
| am much better now, but still cough once in a great while, but it
isn't in the least serious.

This afternoon we played Hopkinson and as usua were beaten,
although this time not so badly, 7-2. | do not expect us to win on the
314, as our team is really playing wretchedly.

Sunday May 14th.

Itislovely today, but quite cold. Thelilacs are aimost all out.

Today a very important event in the history of the School took
place, at least | hope s0. Four or five of us boys have with the approval
of the Rector formed a natural-history society. Y ou know a large
room has been st apart in the new school-building for a museum, and
there are at present no collectionsto putin it, so we are to do systematic
work. | have forgotten in my last two letters to tell you that a Prof.
Morse has come up twice and given the school lectures; the first on
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Japan, the second on ants Heisamod really remarkableman, a great
traveller, a good artig and a wonderful naturalig. Heis coming up
again on Tueday & a0 the following-week and four of us who are
garting the sodety, are to be given a half-holiday and go off into the
woods with Prof. Morse, and heis to give us points about collecting,
etc. It will be modt interegting as well asingructive, and we are all
enthugadic. Our idea is not to let everybody into the Socety but
only those who care for natural hisgory & who will take an interest
and really work. | will finish thistomorrow asit istimeto sart for
Groton.

Monday, May 15th
We had a nice service lag night & the sermon which was good was

by Dr. Sprague of Charlestown. | walked with Har old Peabody, and
it was quite chilly coming back, but | wore my winter suit and vest
s0 was comfortable. Your letter from Nauheim the evening you got
therewas a ddlight thismorning, and |''m glad you had a comfortable
trip; | should have liked to sse Bremen, it mugt be very interesting.
Dan Draper dsoheard from hispeople.

Be aure you write me when you expect to leave Nauheim, and
where you are going for the aftercure, which | don't suppose will be
at . Blasen, asyou mug berather tired of it. | saw by the paper of
the death of M. Ellison and doubdess Aunt Annie haswritten you of
it. | wonder what his daughter's will do now & if they will say at
Newburgh.

By the time this reaches you your cure will be half over, and |
wonder if Papa will have got to Sprudd-Stroms yet, and if you are
enjoying Schwalheimer, or cafefrappe’ and the band on theterrace

No more now, | mugt dose for evening mail s0 as to be aure
of the Wednesday seamer—

Ever with lots of love & hugs & kisses & excuses for an awful scrawl
| am your affectionate son

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Warren iswell and sndslove. Taddy came back this morning by
the Fall River boat, looking well but a bit yellow. He isto tuitor
during the summer & take examsin autumn. Helen goestoH.P.

The"Francss' of this letter was prabably Frances Pdl (e sverd later
rderences). Old friends of the Roosevdt family were Mrs Hartman
Kuhn and Hamilton Kuhn. After MR Kuhn died sre provided in her will
that F.D.R/s mather should have an option to purdhese her house at
Campobdlo (which adjoined that of the James Roosevdts) for 5000
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dallars, cm condition that if the house were so purchased it should be
givento F.D.R. asawedding present Whooping-cough was so prevalent
that boys were rarely in hospital more than a day or s, in the most
srious casss and the rest of the time allowed to go fredy about their
busness A Groton Natural History Society had been formed originally
in 1894 under Mr Richards, then a sixth-former. It had lapsed, and was
now being re-formed under the impetus of Professor Edward S. Morse's
lectures. Thelatter was a unique Utile man with an engaging per sonality.
He was ambidextrous, frequendy delighting his audiences by drawing
butterflies with both hands smultaneoudy and performing other remark-
able feats at the blackboard. He setded in Salem in 1866, and was one of
the founders and the curator of the Peabody Academy of Sdences there, as
well asafounder and editor of the American Naturalist. Hisambidexterity
extended to the fidds of learning: artides on brachiopods called him
favourably to Darwin's attention, and his lectures on Oriental art inspired
Mrs Jack Gardner to begin her famous collection of 'Orientalia/

" Heran down the poor Chinamen
and thought too much of theJaps. .."
[GROTON]
MAY 16, 1899,
TUESDAY.

My dearest Mama and Papa,

This afternoon the first trip of the natural history society took place
under the leadership of Prof. Morse. We, that is the two Rainsfords,
Ben Joy, Julian Hinckley and myself started soon after dinner for the
woods. Prof. Morse started by turning over old logs and stones, etc.
and we soon had discovered severd varieties of small snals, etc. He
ads gave us a good idea about what to collect, how to preserve and
label it, and other things about the new museum. Mr. Sturgis is to
have the general charge of it and we are to try to get good collections,.
especialy of theanimals & thingsfoundinthislocality. Itisreally very
cold today and | had to wear a coat to go out, so you se Nauheim is
not the only chilly placein May.

Wednesday, May 17th 1899
Lagt night Prof. Morse gave us his third talk, that is to the whole

school; it was on China, and most interesting, although | rather
thought he ran down the poor Chinamen a little too much and
thought too much of the Japs. He is coming again next Tuesday
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for the fourth and lag time, and | think we are to go off with him
again.

This morning | spent in marking the diamond as usua and was a
fright when through. This afternoon we played Pomfret and at lagt
won a game with the good score of 25-11, although | must say that
their team was wretchedly weak, so the score doesn't show much.
Y ou know Pomfret had a row last year with St. Marks and doesn't
play them now, so thisis their great game of the seeson, and they were
promised two half-holidays if they should win, but they did not get
them. It is sunny but cold today, indeed for the last week we have
shivered, although the weather hes been lovely. Taddy has begun
work work [sic] again, and isrowing on the second crew, the Squanna-
cooks, who are absolutely rotten this year, although they have a good
first crew. Warren had eleven black marks last week, | am sorry to
sy, & the Rector has kept him off the river for two weeks, so he
may not be able to cox in the race, which would be too bad, as he
hes worked at coxing every day this term. The ground for the new
chapel is being dug up and carted away, the new building amost has
the roof on, anew big barn & gables, much bigger than the old one
is going up, and the contract has been made for Mr. Sturgis house, &
work will begin soon 9 you s we have the building craze badly;
besides all this a big place in the woods near the river is being cleared
and the stumps blasted out, for a new system of drainage, where the
sewer will run first into one huge gravel bank, then into another,
when thefirstisfull & finaly into athird, each bank for two weeks &
by the time the third isfull they switch it back to thefirst again, which
isnow clean, having filtered everything through to theriver.

Thursday May 18th

Just amonth since we came back, and thetimeisgoing likelightning.
Your lovely long letter, the second from Nauheim made me happy
today. | am so glad you are comfortably settled, and have such nice
people as the Drapers near you. Give the old shooting woman my
kind regards. | really am very anxious to s Nauheim again, after
being away three years, it must have changed a good deal, especialy
if people begin to talk English in the shops. | am so glad you are both
sowell, and | hope the curewon't pull either of you down for the time
being. Itiscloudy & coldtoday & not at all like May.

Friday. May 19th 8. am.

Still cold & drizzling. | must send this now, as the mail goes soon.
| am working hard now all my spare time in reviewing, so as not to
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have too much work inJune. No more now & ever with bet love
to you both | am Your affec. son

FRANKLIN
Thanks for the Graphic & the excdlent menu It makes my mouth
water.

" | amthe corporal of the second
squad. .."
[GROTON]
MAY 20, 1899,
SATURDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa,

Your letter and the Graphics have kept me busy all the morning,
and all the Nauheim news was a comfort. How nice it is for you to
have the Drapers, and | wonder what villa they arein, or if they are
in the old " Kaiserhof." | should think you would be tempted to play
the Toupi-hollandaise all the time, and | suppose you can hear it going
congtantly. Are those awful people the Parrsin the Villa Grunewald
again thisyear? and why has not the English church been built?

We played a team this afternoon composad of some men from Ayer
and three or four Graduates and | am glad to sy beat them until it
began torain & wehad to gop. It hasbeen ahorrid day with rain at
intervals & cold. We play the Harvard 2nd Varsity on Wednesday &
they ought to beat us badly.

Sunday. May 21¢

Ancther rainy horrid day, but we mustn't complain, after so much
lovely weather before this.

| have some more bad news for you. Yesterday morning it tran-
spired that there was a cae of mumpsin the infirmary and during the
day three others came down with it. This morning four more got
this and this afternoon one more, making 9 in all. It is of a light form
%0 you needn't worry if | get it, asit does not take more than a week.
We are quite resigned to an epidemic & | don't s how mod of [ug
can exape

Later

It is amog time to get ready to go to Groton. It has deared up a
little so we shall walk. | am an ushe so much gart about half-an hour
before the res of the school.
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Monday. May 22nd

It has at lagt deared but is ill cold. | had great fun ushering & the
big hall was packed every atom of room being taken. Jug after the
sermon began a crowd of ladies camein, & asthe ushe's had sodls
at the back by the door we had to get up & give them our s=ets
ganding all through the res of the service. Oh how my corns ached!
& then we had to run home mog of the way in the mud, as the ushers
had to pick up the hymn-books afterwards. Your dear long letter of
May 10th & nth cametoday, & | am glad you are having such a nice
time. Thisisthelad letter | can send to Nauheim, that is if you do
not day longer than one month, so | shall snd the next ¢/o Baring
Bros, as| have not heard whereyou are going for the aftercure.

Thisevening after supper we had our first drill and | am the corporal
of the ssoond gquad of Company B and have 7 men under me. Taddy
asa sixth form isa second lieutenant & so isDan Draper | think. We
drill every evening after supper this week, and in away | don't mind
it at all, although some of the fellows hate it.

Five more caes of mumps today, but as yet only one in our form.
Theinfirmary ispacked & if there is a Sngle other case they will have
to turn Mr. Gladwins dormitory into a pest-house | expect Warren
to get it any moment, as mod of the caes are from hisform & dormi-
tory, but it has pretty well permeated the whool schodl.

We only pray that one of the nine does not get it, as we should then
be hdpless againg &. Marks.

Tuesday May 23rd 8.a.m.

Theterm is more than half-over and | am thinking of seeng you in
sgx weeks. The news of the" Paris' hasjust come, & | am so glad the
slors Se dfficers behaved so well, but all the sameit's just as well you
weren't on board. Roger Derby came down with the disese at 6
this morning & as he is on the firs Hemenway crew, there may be
no race thisyear, & it would be a great disappointment to Warren

No more now, | am gill all right

Ever with bes love to you both | am your affec son

F.D.R.

Theliner Parisran aground on May 21 off LoMand's Point, near Fal-
mouth. There weare no caadties he three hundred and dghty-ax
pessnges were landed safdy, and dhe was refloated a month later.

ot
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" ...hardlyappreciated, asthey

are'so English you know'..."
[GKOTONJ

MAY 24, 1899,
WEDNESDAY.

My deares Mama and Papa,

; Thismorning | played a hard game of tennis, and this afternoon we
had a base-ball game, the lag beforethe &. Mark'sgame. It waswith
theHarvard 2nd Varsity, avery strong team asyou may imagine, and
we did much better than | expected, & although beaten the score was
14-8. A large basket of goodies came from Aunt Annie today, aso
onefor Warren. In it were oranges bananas crackers ginger-snaps,
maple-sugar, marmalade, currant-jam, grape-jdly eic. a perfect Eden
of food. So you se we are well taken care of even if you are not over
here. | am sending this to Baring Bros as | am afraid it would not
catch you at Nauheim if you leave after your four wesks are up. |
wonder if you and the Drapers will go to the same aftercure, if you
do it would be very nice

Thursday.

A lovely hot day, just nice. | played tennis and worked a little out
of sthool on my English. Our Jackson exams begin on June 6th less
than two weeks and | am really a bit alarmed over them, asthey are
harder if anything than the preiminaries.

Therearenow nearly twenty cases of mumpsin theinfirmary, only
one from our form however & one from thelV Form, so | hope to
exape | fully expect to have Warren get it, as mog cass are from
his form and dormitory.

Friday. 8. am

I mug dose this fearful scrawl which | hopeyou will excuse The
drill continues every evening & my " four" hasimproved. Wemarch
Tueday afternoon, and | hopeit won't be very hot and dusty. | shall
gointo my summer flannelsin about aweek if thiswar mth continues,

Many thanks for the Punch and " Spectator”. They were mog
welcome to me, to [though] hardly appreciated by others, asthey are
" s0 English you know." Jug think, only alittleover fivewesksbefore
you are homel!

The mail goesin five minutes so good-bye—

Ever your affectionate son

FRANKLIN
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" You aretrulyafairy-aunttome..."
CROTON SCHOOL
MAY 25, 1899,
THURSDAY.
My dear Aunt Annie,

You aretruly afairy-aunt to me, and | cannot tell you how much |
appreciated your troublein sending all the delicious thingsto Warren
and me. You have thought of every posshle thing we like, and now
we are well supplied for the remainder of the term, thanks to you. |
am awfully sorry | forgot to acknowledge the cheque in your lag
letter; it came all right and many thanks for it, and apologies for for-
getting to thank you before.

You probably have not heard of our latest epidemic here. Lagt
Saturday a case of mumpsdeveloped and now near ly twenty boyshave
it, chiefly among the lower forms. | have never had it, neither has
Warren, but we are both absolutely well and hope to exape it. It is
a light form, so even if we should get it, it would only take a litde
over a week to get well.

| am so glad Uncle Fred isimproving so fad, and is able to be out,
and enjoy this lovely weather. | only wish | could be on the Hudson
with you now, but the term is more than half over so | will s you
both before very long.

Thanking you again and again, dear Aunt Annie, for being so good
to us and with lots of love to you and to Uncle Fred | am

Your mog affectionate nephew

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

MrsHitch poded thisletter on to he 94a in Europe and wrote arassthe

top of thefirg page, in explanation and extenuation of the " perfect Eden

of food": " Oranges Bananas Ginger sgps Water thin wafers Jams
Maple Sugar, all hammies'

e

"1 amgladtheEnglish Church

isprogressing sowelt..."
[GROTON]
MAY 26, 1899,
FRIDAY.

My deares Mama and Papa,
| have been pouring over your two dear lettersof May 10th & nth
and M ay 13 th, both of which cametoday. | am so glad you have been
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haying such lovely weather at Nauheim, and had such nice companions
as the Drapers. Thanks for the code, it is nice to have, but | hope
there wont be any necessty for using it. Thanks dso for the " Paris
Herald" and the" Times," both of which wereinteresting, and ssemed
like old friends. | am glad the English Church isprogressing so well,
but I quite understand your liking for the Lutheran service

| have had a mogt busy time today; | played a hard game of tennis
this morning and in the afternoon went out on the river asit was a
half-holiday, given ingead of the morning of May 30th. We paddied
way up theriver, till we got to Mr. Cush's picnic ground. There we
met him and four or five other boys and after dripping played
"scrub” a sort of bassbal with a tennis ball on the grassy bank, and
then went in swimming. Wethen had " google" and cake and paddied
home to a suppe (?) of sure-death hash!

Saturday—May 27th.

Another roagsting day—I walked to Groton to seif | could not hire
a bicyde for the few days during the exams but did not succeed there,
0 will have to try at Ayer, and failing that go into Bogton for one
the day after sthodl doss when there are no exams  Jackson comes
on the 6th of June, alittle over aweek, and | hope | can do well with
him, but fed rather doubtful. The marks for lag month were read
out yesterday and | gill managed to get a B; there were only 4 others
who got it so | was anyway among the firg 5, if not higher. Warren
was five from thetail, but doing fairly well | think.

Sunday, May 28.

Yesderday what do you think happened? Only anodier dissase
(thanks). A boy named Ladd in the ssoond form has scarlet-fever, the
soond cae this term & third this year. We can't imagine where it
comes from, but there mus be some source of infection open all the
time. No more cass of mumps yesterday or today. There are now
twenty & thefirg ones are stting up, so we hope we have checked it.
| forgot to sy yesterday that we played another game with Ayer and
some graduates and | am sorry to say the team played wretchedly; and
asitisjust theeveof the S. Marksgamewedon't fed over encouraged.
We leave Wednesday morning about twelve, and the team may go
earlier. Ifthey do | shall accompany them, as | shall [be] kept busy
sdng that everything is all right. | suppose | shall have a glimpse of
Lyman, but if we are beaten we shall not fed like doing much at
Wor cester.

I am reveling in the bake of goodies from Aunt Annie & o is
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Warren She says Uncle Fred goes out every day for grolls in the
garden, o | suppose the wound mugt have dosed. | think it isindeed
awonderful cure.

It is another showery Sunday like lag one, but it only drizzles at
intervals, so | fancy we will be made to walk to thelag M ay service
asusual.

Your dear letter of May 14th & 15th came lagt night, by what boat
| cannot imagine, & it made the third letter in two days so | fed as
if | had very full news of your doings. | rather expected that you
would end up by going to the Harzgebirge, and | am glad it ishot so
very much of ajourney

Monday. May 29th

Your dear letter of May 17th to 19th got here today. | am so glad
Papa's cold did not amount to anything. My whooping-cough is
really aimogt gone, and only comes on when | run. | have forgotten
to tell you some awfully sad news. We are not going to the chair
fettival this year, as it comes the day of the . Marks game, day after
tomorrow, & we could not reach Boston in time after the game, and
anyway we should have no voices left.

| have often heard of little Paul Draper's remarkable voice, and the
gsory is (its perfecdy true) that when C. R. Nutter heard of his
wonderful voice, his eye twinkled, and he said " Wait till | take a bit
of the conceit out of him!

Y ou ek of the death of Lady Strafford's husband. It was too bad
& did it happen at Nauheim, & was she Mrs. Sam Colgate whom we
all knew? She sams to have rather bad luck.

It was lovely this morning, but we had three hard showers (much
needed) this p.m. but the nine managed to get in a half-hours work.
Lag night we had the lag of the M ay services A Rev. Nash preached,
very good. | walked both wayswith Dick Derby, and we had a talk
about the arrangements for Wednesday's game. Y ou know Roger
gtill has the mumps. Thanks very much for the Graphic & two
Spectators, they are most welcome, but | don't half like the thin
edition of the Graphic, and am glad you aren't goingto takeit any more.

Tueday 8. am.

A nice hot day. We gart for thedrill right after lunch.

No more now, | am well and there have been no other cass of
mumps dnce lag Thursday, so | think we are pretty ssfe

Ever with bes love to you both, your affec. son

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.
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The monthly marksincluded an A in German, a C in English Composi-
tion, and B's for the remaining subjects " Excellent,” noted the Rector.
Evidently his mother had at lagt rebelled againg further "dessasss" TBt
"boy named Ladd" wasWilliam F. Ladd, junior, later a prominent broker
on toe New York Stock Exchange. Paul Draper, Groton 1906, was a
member of theWilliam H. Draper family and father of thenoted dancer of
the same name. A famous Groton story concerned the rumour of his death
by drowning. Whileat the school hefell intotheriver and got well soaked,
but nether caught and died of pneumonia nor was drowned. Both these
versons of his fate, however, passad through the schoodl like wildfire, and
before anything could be done about it had reached a number of parents.
Initsmost lurid form thetale credited Mr Peabody with remarking when
aked if the body had been recovered: " I't will come up in the spring.” A
digpatch from London dated M ay 16 reported that the Earl of Strafford,
soedia equerry to Queen Victoria, had been decapitated after falling in
front of the Cambridge express which was passng through Potter's Bar
Station. His wife was the former Cora Smith, whose first husband had
been the wealthy American manufacturer, Samued J. Colgate. She later
married George H. Gould. She was a colourful figure of the period, and
a doubdess apocryphal story concerning her third marriage rdates that
she once was refused admittance at a hotel because she indsted upon
registering as" Cora, Countess of Srafford, and Mr. Gould."

" Weareall tiredandcross. . ."
[GROTON]
MAY 30, 1899,
TUESDAY.
My dearest Mama and Papa,

Thisa.m. we had lunch at 12.30, and right after left in barges for the
village; we lined up just on the outskirts and marching to the town-hall
joined the veterans and from there marched to the cemetery. We then
had lemonade and oranges in a hut near the cemetery and then
mar ched back to the town-hall, & disbanded. | had a soda and walked
right back as the nine had their last practice. | fear the outlook for
tomorrow is not very promising; the nine has fairly good capabilities
but utterly lacks team play & snap. | am afraid Edmund will not play
tomorrow as he is a substitute. It is hot today, but not unpleasant,
and luckily theroads were not dusty. Dr. Rainsford gave a talk to the
school after supper on his hunting-adventures in the West, and they
were really very good and funny, to make up as he said for a long
sermon he preached here at the beginning of the term,
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Wednesday M ay 31¢ 9,p.m.

Well, we were beaten as we expected, 25-6. We left here at 12
o'cdock, | in the nin€s barge. We had [a] geda train and got to
Worcester at 1.30. Spedial trolley cars were waiting for us and we
reached the grounds about two, before the . Marker's arrived. In
the first two innings we led, but our pitchers went all to pieces and
we only made one run after that. The cheering was incessant & | am
hoarse We got back here at 8. and we are all tired & aos Asl st
with the nine and had to be with them all the time, | did not get a
chance to gpesk to Lyman or even to s him but Warren saw him,
and he said he was well etc.

Thursday June 1¢ '99.

Warren got a letter from his mother today saying that they are
going to return with you on the 28th. How lovely for you all! You
must be delighted.

| am thinking of you asjust about leaving Nauheim now for the
Harz. | only wish | werewith you. It isa piping hot day, with the
thermometer over °90. | have just come back from a canoeing on the
river. It was lovely except for the 'syuitoes and a good swim after-
wards refreshed us

| saw Lathrop Brown yeserday at Worcester. He just came up for
the game, and is still pretty weak so he will not come back again this
term. He goes abroad for a cure | think the end of this month, so he
will not take his preliminaries until the autumn.

Friday 8.am.

I mug finish this with apologies for such a poor & scrawly letter,
but it is hot, & | have had every moment occupied.

Ever with lots of love | am your affec son,

FDR
My pen is too pointed & catches at every droke.
e
"ltisaplaceof considerable
responsability..."
[GROTON]
JUNE 3, 18%9,
SATURDAY.

My dearex Mama & Papa
The crew races took place this afternoon, and | am delighted to say
both the first and ssoond Hemenway won, and Warren coxed them
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both. It was ahot day & | started for thefinishin my canoe at 4.30.
Warren coxed the second Hemenway aso, because its regular cox
hes the mumps. You know Taddy was the captain of the second
Squannacook, he being the only sixth former on it, and they had
absolutely raw material. Still they pulled avery plucky race, and did
well considering, being beaten three lengths.

After that Warren was rowed back to the start, & got into the the
[sic] first crew boat. When the boats came round the curve at the
finish we saw the Hemenways well ahead, & they won easily. Warren
wasdelighted & get[s] anicebluejersey withan" H "onit& dsoacup.

Sunday—Jdune 4th.

Another sweltering day, & it was fearful singing in the choir. No
May service, so we could not have a nice walk home in the evening.
| wroteto Muriel & Aunt Dora so have not had much time to add to
this. Just think, prize-day is only 3 weeks from tomorrow, & then
come the dreaded exams.

The Jackson's begin day after tomorrow & | have reviewed today
on various subjects.

Monday June5th

Y ou know we have been having the "June system™" since Thursday,
and although rather a strain to work right up to lunch on these hot
mornings, it gives us the whole afternoon free. This p.m | studied till
four then went out on the running track for a run, and practised the
broadjump alittle. Y ou know we are to have an out-door Athletic
Meet on the 20th & | shall enter severa events.

Y ou will be pleased to hear that today | was appointed Manager of
the nine, in place of Dick Derby, for next year. |1 am much pleased,
as it is a place of considerable responsability. Two teams are coming
up this week to play the second nine, so | shall have to take care of
them.

Tuesday. June 6th 8. am.

| am sorry | have not written alonger & better letter but it is 92°
in the shade now & | am soaking wet.

The mumps has broken out again with fearful fury, 3 more from
our form, dso Edmund & 3 or 4 others. My turn next

We have Latin & Greek today with Jackson. | hope to pess

Ever lots of love

FDR
Pleaseexcuse
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" Inthesametyrannical waythe
Rector..."

[GROTON]
JUNE 7, 1899,
WEDNBSDAY.
My dearex Mama and Papa
If you can imagine what it is like to be sudying and taking exams
from morning till night, with the thermometer at 90° in the shade,
why you can know how | fed. Yesterday morning we had two hours
lid of Latin awfully hard but | hope | may have sraped through,
then two more hours of Greek, which | am aure | failed on, together
with $ of the form. This morning we had two more hours in an
English exam, which took over twelve large sheds of quick dose
writing, but | hope | may possbly have passd then, a Latin Comp
exam, which | d think | passed, and to wind up the day the worst
Greek Compostion exam | have ever sen in all my born days Only
9 of the whole form as much as handed in their papers and | am sure
| failled. Thetroubleis that thee exams are harder than the Harvard
exams, and unless we pass them we cannot take the prdiminaries in
the things we fail in. Otherwise | am perfectly capable of taking 15
hoursfor Harvard, and | think | could pass at leas 12 or 13 out of the
15. But if | am not allowed to take more than 9 or 10, I may not
passmany hours, soyou seif wehad our own way, we could probably
pass many more hours In the same tyrannical way the Rector may
not allow Wendell Blagden & me to take German this year. Why?
Heacknowl edged that we both could easily passit, and probably takean
honour, but he sys we would have to take advanced German next
year in a course by oursdves while the res are ill doing Elementary
work. Personally | dont s how this bears on the subject at all, as it
would beworsethan uselessto take another easy course such asthis
yearsand | should much prefer to take a coursein Higher Mathematics
or something like that.

This afternoon the ssoond nine played the Ayer High School, at
four o'cdock and | had to receive them & s about the arrangements

Thursday June8th

Today we had two more exams Geometry & Algebra. | fully
expected to pass Algebra, but was doubtful about Geometry. How-
ever | just had hard luck in the Algebra, & | think | passd the Geometry
all right | am going tokick if I don't go up on Algebra, as| have been
very near the head of theform in it thisyear
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I have been running and jumping every afternoon for the last week,
training for the sports. There are new casss of mumps every day now,
& | think nearly 20 more haveit. | seeeveryonefalling round me, but
so far | am all right

Friday June 9th 8. am.

We take History this morning & | hope | may pass. | am sorry to
write these horrid short letters, but we don't feel like writing when
so"much ese goes on. | am so glad you return with Aunt Kassie;
Warren & | will meet you on the dock. Sorry you cant go to the
Harz. Thank Ruth Draper for the problem. It is very good. No

more now, lots of love
F.D.R.

This letter was misdated " 1898," presumably under die strain of the sries
of examinations. At this time preparation for college was under the
"anticipation plan," which originated from the very great influence upon
American education of Presdent Eliot of Harvard and his elective sysem.
At Harvard there were certain prescribed courses which Freshmen had to
take; once these were out of the way, sudents were free to 'dect' nearly
any course they chose Fifth-formers in the preparatory schools if they
pasad their college preiminaries, were allowed to 'anticipate’ these pre-
scribed Harvard coursss by taking them in their sixth-form year at school.
F.D.R. did this, and, like a large percentage of the Harvard men of that
time, was thus able to complete Harvar d Collegein three years, and spend
hisfourth year doing graduatework. After Eliot retired this' speeding-up'
trend was reversad. The " Ruth Draper” mentioned in this letter is the
famous monologuist

el

" | really do not understand what

hassaved mefromthemumps. .."
[GROTON]

JUNE 10, 1899,
SATURDAY.
My dearest Mama and Papa,

Yesterday morning the dreaded Jacksons were finished with a
History (Greek Se Roman) exam. | think | passed it all right Old man
Jackson will come up this evening with the first few papers corrected
| hope, & will finish the others up here.

The second nine had a game just now with a team from Ayer.
They put up a very good game and beat the Ayers 19-11. Harry
M arkoe has been elected captain for next year, and | manager, as |
wrote you last time.
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Yours of May 27 to 30th came yesterday and was most welcome. |
am glad you are having such nice weather, and you must enjoy the
Drapers. Youwill beleaving [for] St. Blasieninafew days, and | am
sureyou will likeit as usual, and hope you will be able to dinewith the
Clanwilliams. GiveMr. C, | mean Lord, my kind regards, so Mrs.
and L ord Foljambe, if you s them again.

Sunday June nth

A lovely day—Mr. Jackson hes corrected three papers, | have passed
Latinand English but failed Greek, together with 17 moreintheform;
only 4 passed so we shall have another exam. | really do not under-
stand what hes saved me from the mumps. There are now 33 cases
of it, making over fifty boyswho have had it thisterm, many of them
for the second time. The boys | sit between at table both haveit, and
| expect to come down any moment. The average case ladts lessthan a
week, and only one or two have had it badly. Edmund is coming
down tomorrow. Mr. Gladwin's dormitory has been turned into a
pest-house, and their are trained-nurses everywhere. Warren & | are
about the only boys who have not had it before & escaped it so far.

Just think we shall be sixth formers in two weeks, | can hardly
relizeit. | shal of course have to go to Cambridge this year to se
about my rooms, | thought we talked it over at Easter, but | will find
out about Dan's [Draper] rooms. Most of the boys go either to
Randolph or Claverley.

Monday June 12.

Only two weeks before prize-day and atrifle over three before you
will be on the dock a New Y ork. There is some talk of giving up all
the Prize-day ceremonies if the Mumps outbreak does not stop, but
| hope they won't.

M. Jackson finished correcting all the papers, and to my utter sur-
prise | passd all except Greek as | wrote, & | append the marks on
another shet. In the two hour subjects & the two compositions a
mark over 70 is an honor, but | shall be pleased if | can get even 1
honor at Harvard, as they dont fly very thick for everybody. We
took another Greek exam thisp.m. & | hope | passed. | am to take an
Advanced German paper this evening, just to sse how | come out on
it, & | am amost sure | shall be recommended on Elementary German.
If 0, & if | pass my Greek, | shal go up on 15 hours, & Wendell
Blagden, more, | believe, than anyone beforein the schoal.

| shall write again by the Saturday steamer, and my last letter will go
Monday. | canhardly realizethat youwill be back so soon asthetime
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has flown by, much more quickly indeed than this time lagt year in
the——Infirmary. The present cases are doing well, Chapin will
be out soon, and Ladd die other boy who has scarlet-fever ds hasthe
mumps, but heisnot at all ill.

Tueday June 13th 8. am.

Theweather isperfect, not a cloud in the ky, & yet the temperature
is pleasant. Next year you must be at home for June.

No more now, | hope you wont either of you get cold in London,
& that the weather will be fine

Ever with beg love to you both, your affec. son

FRANKLIN

I go up on the following subjets and to get into college without
conditions | mugt pass 16 " hours" This year | take 15 & if | pas
them all it will only leave 1 hour for next year.

Mark with Harvard

Jackson Hours
Latin 74 2
L atin Composition 72 1
Greek 44 2
Greek Composition 77 I
English 73 2
Algebra 60 1
Geometry 59 1
German no exam 1
French ' 1
Advanced French 2
History 75 1
15

| took my Greek again and passd it.

Richard James Meade, the fourth Earl of Clanwilliam (in the Irish
peerage), made his career in the Navy, where he eventually attained
the ultimate rank of an Admiral of the Flet. Upon his death (in 1907 at
the age of seventy-five), the Times commented: " He affected the tight,
very short jacket, which—forty years ago—was thought the sign of the
true British sailor; and a certain roughness of manner, which was at times
rather puzzling to his subordinates. Throughout his life, he was before
everythingasailor. . .." Randolph and Claverly weredor mitoriesnext
door to each other in Bow Street, at the corner of Mt Auburn Stredt, in
Cambridge. They were part of the group of " Gold Coast" dormitories,
built by private enterprisein the eighteen-nineties, and offered luxurious
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(by comparison with the" Yard" ) quartersto Harvard sudentswho could
afford diem. They werelater purchased and incorporated intotheres of

the cdlege Randolph, built in 1897, was a large five-storey building

which looked like a city apartment house while Claverly wes diginctly

amiscarriage of architecture, exhibiting martdlo toversfor corners

B

" For oncein my Ufel havegot
ahead ofKrumbhaar .. ."
[GROTON]
JUNE 13, 1899.
TUESDAY.
My deares M ama and Papa,

| forgot to thank you in my lagt letter for thetwo Graphicsyou sent
they were mogt welcome. Thiswill bethe lagt letter you will be sure
of getting, as you may miss the Queenstown letter, so | will tell you
about the plans which | have told you of before, | think.

| leave hereJuly 14 at 5 o'dock in the afternoon, and as it is too
late to catch the Fall River boat | think | shall takethe midnight train
to N.Y, getting there Sunday morning at 7, & taking the 8 o'clock
train toHydePark. Then on Monday morning | shall go up to Steen
Valetje & day till early Wednesday morning & will meet you at the
dock, as | dont bdieve you will leave it before 11 o'clock.

It has been practically decided to give up the sodal functions of
prize-day because of the mumps, but there will be the regular affair
for the schodl, & the laying of the corner-stone of the chapd.

Wednesday June 14th

It has been decided that Blagden and | are to go up on 15 hours, the
schodl record | think. Lagt night the form went into the Rector's
gudy and we were told what we should go up on. | passsd my Greek
easly so | goup on all | can. For once in my life at leas | have got
ahead of Krumbhaar, as he, with about 5 others take 14 hours de the
reg lessthat that. Thethingisnow to passthem all, but it isextremely
unlikely & | should be amply satidfied with 12 hours.

The res of the schod go home on Tuesday the 27th and that day
and | [sic] the next | shall have no exams to take so | shall make a
couple of bicyde trips, and | am drinking of riding to Concord &
seang the dghts on Wenesday with M r. Gladwin and several other
boys, it isonly 17 milesthere. It looks a little like rain, and we need
it very much. Everything is dried up and the farmers say the hay
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crop isalmog ruined, but | hopeit isnot quiteasbad asthat and that
they havehad morerain at Hyde Park.

Thursday June 15.

It threatened to rain all day, and this afternoon when | was about
halfway round the golf course it began to come down in buckets &
is till pouring. | was thoroughly soaked but changed & took the
chance to send off my winter dothesto Mr. McFarland with a note
asking him to return the coat-case | havejust bought at the sore a
grey neck-less sweater. They are thin and just the thing for golf at
Campobdlo.

Your lag letter from Nauheim was mog welcome tonight, aso the
Graphic, Times& Spectator, many thanksfor them. | am sorry you
worried about the mumpsbut | till survive although one or two new
Cass go up every day, aso one or two cured boys come down. The
average cae is only a week, and mogt of the boys who are getting it
now have had it before. Warren & | continuewell, however.

Jug think you be be [sic] homein alittle over three weeks The
term seams to have gone very fag. Give my love to Aunt Kasie Se
Muriel. Warren has not yet been invited to gend the 4th at Steen
Valetje but | hope he will be, asit would bevery supid for him all
aloneat Tuxedo. Wewill both meet you on the dock and arelooking
forward to it and counting the days

Y ou can snd your lagt letter to meto Steen Valetje.

Friday 8 am.

Theweather islovely again and | am crazy to get to Hyde Park &
e the place

Ever with deares love to you both & apologies for the wretched
letter | am your affec. son

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

e

"A curious catastrophe occurred..."
[GROTON]
JUNE 18, 18%,
SUNDAY.

My deares Mama & Papa,

The weather continues lovely, and yesterday | goent the afternoon
playing scrub base-ball. Yoursfrom Freiburg came lag night, and |
am glad you had a pleasant jour ney down from Frankfort. | am sure
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you liked seeing S. Blasien after an absence of two years, and | fancy
the place must have changed somewhat since then.

This morning a curious catastrophe occurred; Mr. Billings got the
german meedesl  He has been run down for the last week with some-
thing the matter with aveinin hisleg, so | suppose he caught it easily,
as there are three cases of germans in the infirmary. It came probably
from Ayer wherethey haveit. Weareall so sorry for him, as| don't
believe hewill be down before school closes.

Today after church | met Mr. Amory Lawrence and lunched with
him, aso another boy Fuller Potter went. Mr. L was donewith Mr.
Osgood Sheppard whom you know—we met him at Albany on the
D & H car last summer; he asked dfter you, dso Mr. L. Delicious
lunch etc.

School doses in aweek and it ssams glorious to think of. We have
a complete holiday on Monday, (prize-day) Tuesday, the day the rest
of the fellows go home and Wednesday. On Thursday we take Latin
Greek, and Latin Comp exams, practically occupying the whole day,
then Friday we have Geometry, Algebra, and English and on Saturday
Advanced French, History, Greek Comp, Elementary French and
Elementary German, finishing at 5 p.m. | can hardly wait for that
moment to arrive.

The time ssams horribly short before we shdl be in the midst of
them, but | hope to pess most of them.

Monday—June 19th.

Y our dear letter, the first from St. Blasien, came thisam. | am so
glad you have nice rooms and enjoy it there. Thanks for the sugges-
tion about the blazer and ducks; 1 will write at once to Brooks about
sending them to Hyde Park.

| think the birds you saw must have been magpies, as they arejust
like the ones you described. | forgot [to] spesk about the curious
Nauheim bird, which | do not know, as | am not very well up on the
European spedes and would have to s it first with my own eyes &
abook inmy hand. 1 thinkitisso nicefor you all to return together,
and you may count on our meeting you unless even now we fall
victims to the mumps or german-meades, or if | flunk all my exams
which | guess isnt likely!

I hope you'll have a smooth voyage and 1'm sure you ought to at
this season.

Just think only two weekstill we meet again on the old dock.

Give my love to the P.C.'s.
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| wroteUncleWarren today about going there, and | mildly hinted
that Warren would be all alone for the 4th so | hope thelittle fellow
may get an inviteup therewith me, ashewantsto very much.

Good bye, my deares Mama and Papa, & | hopeyou'll have smocth
s55 & that thiswill catch you at Queenstown.

Ever with tons of love and kisses and hugs | am your affectionate son

FRANKLIN
What followed upon thisleter was—the mumps

"lamreducedto mynormal size
oncemore. .."
GROTON SCHOOL
JULY 2, 1899,
SUNDAY.

My dear Aunt Annie,

| am reduced to my normal Sze once more and fed very well. |
shall leave here tomorrow afternoon and take the night train from
Boston getting to New York on Tueday at 7 am and shall take the
first train up the river to Algonac, just to gpend the day and night
before meeting Mama and Papa. | will let you know what train |
take by telegram as | do not know the Hudson River trains this year.

| was well enough to take the examinations on Thursday Friday and
Saturday, although my face was a dght to behold, and | had to take
them all alone in a little room up here in the infirmary. The boys
all went lag night and it ssams horribly lonely up here now, but it
won't be for long.

| think this note ought to reach you early Tuesday morning, so you
will get it just beforel arrive.

No morenow and with much love toyou and Uncle Fred | am your
affectionate nephew

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

This letter was incorrecdy dated " June'  His dighdy ddayed summe
haliday wes et a Hyde Park and Campabeflo, and the fallowing
autumn hislag year at Groton commenoad.
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"All is confusion and Babdl..."
GROTON SCHOOL
SEPT. 19, 1899,
TUESDAY.
My darling Mama & Papa
Allisconfusion and Babel; the new infants are like the sands of the
smg, the new building is not finished, and E.V.R.T. is Senior Prefect,
of which we are all very glad. The five prefects are Krumbhaar, the
two Rainsfords (!), Gerry Chadwick and Jimmy Jackson. Yes |
am afull-fledged dormitory-prefect in charge of Mr. Wood's dormi-
tory, which isthis year the dwelling-place of the kids. Both Jefferson
[Newbold] and Coleman [Rogers] are under my wings 8c Mrs. Tom
[Newbold] begged me to take specia care of Jefferson. My cubicle is
at the end on the West sde (the best) & | get sunshine most of the
winter. My new study where | am now writing is on the north side
of the VIth form hall and is one of the five best single studies. Mr. P.
has congratulated me but nothing further hes resulted. Wendell only
pesd 14 hours failing on Greek Composition so | am the record
holder. | think about six boys got 14 hours, & poor Euey only 4 &
Andy Robeson 6. The form however got 28 honors altogether, the
record, & one to be proud of. | think | must have contributed a
number asMr. P. said | more than passed

The new building wont be ready for a week, & then only partly
open. Howard [Cary] & Lathrop B. have not yet returned, but do
soinafewdays. Push [Mr. Griswold] isalive& kicking & sendskind
regards. No morenow. Will write more tomorrow

Ever your affec. son

F.D.R.
| sit next Mr. Cushing at table.

"E.V.R.T." was EugeneVan Rensdaer Thayer, alo known as" Euey."
He later became presdent of the Chase National Bank. James Jackson,
junior, another dassmate, was afterwards treasurer of the Commonwealth
of Massachusatts Mr Woods' dormitory was in Hundred House, direcdy
over the Library. Thisletter, by comparison with those preceding, shows
auite a change in tone—brief and amost exuberant (considering it
followed upon a pleasant holiday), with unusual familiarity in the refer-
encess to other boys and magers a sixth-former at last, and really enjoying
Groton, onewould gather.
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" [fflustgo up to seethat thekids
in mydormitoryarebehaving..."
GROTON SCHOOL
SFPT. 20, 1899
WBDNBIAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,

Jug a line to sy that every [thing] is going on smoothly and as if
nothing had ever happened in the way of holidays. The summer
vacation now sams like a delightful far-away dream, and | can safdy
sy | have never enjoyed holidays as much as the ones just pad.

This afternoon we played football, | am trying for the second eeven,
and it was s0 hot that | logt 5 pounds actual weight in the course of the
practice.

Thekids are innumerable, 37 new ones and they ssam to be a nice
crowd.

My study is ddightful, also the dormitory and you se things were
not quite as bad as | feared. | must go up to se that the kids in my
dormitory are behaving themsdves

Jeff. & Coleman are happy & well.

No more now will writeto H.P. tomorrow

Ever

F.D.R.
My portfolio is here

e

""1stayupeverynightuntil 10.15
now..."
GROTON SCHOOL
SEPT. 21, 1899,
THURSDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa,

Today is Mama's birthday and | wish you many happy feturris of
theday, and | am sureyou are having a birthday party at Fair Haven.
The gamps and samped envdopes came today and many thanks for
them, they will easly lag through thisterm.

Friday.

| forgot to finish this lagt night so will do so now. | say up every
night until 1015 now, as the dormitory prefects have that privilege,
s0 Kerr Rainsford & | gt in Mr. Woods room while he is down at
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Faculty supper, and read. The kids have behaved very well so far,
and Coleman and Jefferson get on well and are in the bes of soirits
Thank you for thinking of sending $5 but | really do not diink | shall
ned it as | have plenty without it. Yours from the Fall River Boat
hasjust come. My sudy is so nice and | have plenty of things for it
and everything | want. | should not be allowed a big chair or lamp
and | have arug, but anyway | have tied my dectric light back of my
chair so that it shines over my shoulder and will not hurt my eyes

The football practice continues daily of the 14 & 2nd devens |
am playing end on the latter and feds rather tiff & bruised.

It rained mogt of yesterday but is lovely weather now. | hope you
found all well at H.P. & are all right yoursdves Howard Cary re-
turned today looking thin but much grown. No more now

Ever with love
F.D.R.

==

" Bytheway, | still singtenor..."
GROTON SCHOOL
SEPT. 24, 1899,
SUNDAY.
My darling Mama and Papa,

Your letter from 10 W. 43rd was most welcome yesterday, and
thank you very much for sending the suits. They have not yet come,
but | expect them tomorrow and shall return the one | do not want.
My hat and shoes have come from Boston and are very nice.

I wish you would ssnd me my dothesbag which Mrs. McMurray
sys mug be at home asit isnot here, and aso please ssnd my new
heavy pyjamas as the nights are very cold, and we have already had
frost. The boys are behaving well in the dormitory, & you can tell
Mrs. Newbold that Jefferson get[s] on well and has as yet had no
blackmarks or latenesses There are 16 boys, all new in the dormitory
and | have not yet been able to mager all their names, but know mogt
of them by now. Little Paul Draper isa there, and heis very much
liked and ssams to be one of the nicest of the new boys as well as being
the greates addition to the choir. By the way, | ill sng tenor, and
| fancy | shall day in the res of the year. The new chapd is getting on
well and the walls are aready nearly £ up, but they say we will not
be able to get into it until next autumn, so | shall not bein whilel am
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here. The new building is an unkiown, the Rector hopesto get into
it hi about aweek, but personally | think it will bealmos a month, as
the plagering even is unfinished and the carpenters are not nearly
done. It has a huge gilded dome on top of the tower which | think is
rather inappropriate, but otherwise the exterior looksvery well.

Yeserday for the firg time welined up againg thefirst deven and
contrary tomy expectations| did not find myself in such bad condition
and managed to sop several plays of the first. Euey Thayer, the Cap-
tain of thefirst was hit in the head and was out of his head for several
hours, although otherwise he was perfecdy well, and he kept talking
the mog utter nonsense for some time, although today he says he feds
alright and remembers nothing of what took place M orin Hare, who
played againg me, and L eaycraft were both hurt though not badly. 1
aurvived & am only abit giff & sore & | amin very drict training no
sveds or rich dessrts or nuts.

By the way my dothesbrush ad is at home and | wish you could
snd it with the other things.

| went to s Mrs. Freeman today and she iswell. There are the
greatest quantity of graduates and | have had one or two in my sudy
mos of the day.

Monday 8. am.

Thereisadensefog over everything and it israw and chilly.

Some of the graduates saw Taddy in Cambridge a few days ago.
They say helooked like atramp with flowing hair, and he refusad to
look at any of them, but scurried away!

No more now, will write again tomorrow

Ever your dFec son

FRANKLIN.
et
" Nothing matchesanythingelse. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
SEPT. 26, 1899,
TUESDAY.

My dearet M ama and Papa,

Your letter of Sunday was mogt welcome lag night. My sofa pillows
are all different and | only have three on the st, so | think | should
very much like another one. The walls of my sudy are dull pink but
my window-seat is green so nothing matches anything dse
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Wc played againg the ist for the second time yesterday and about
half-a-dozen were hurt. My left leg was squashed by Mr. Marvin,
the new magter and my knee nearly went out but | kept it in hot water
for half an hour lag night, and it isnearly all right now so | shall keep
on playing today. It isfoggy again this a.m, as bad as it ever is at
Campo. | am soglad Mikeisnearly well and Nardo improving.

No more now

Ever with bet love

F.D.R.

GeorgeD. Marvin wasamede at Groton in 1899, and again from 1903
to 1909. " Nardo" wasanathe family dog.

-

"I thinkitissimply too pretty..."
GROTON SCHOOL
SEPT. 28, 1899,
THURSDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,

Yours of Tuesday came lag night and | was glad to hear about
everything and that Taddy was having anicevisit at home. Yesterday
| golfed in the morning with Mr. Abbott and played football most of
the afternoon and managed to bang my knee again, but it is only a
bad bruise| think and not serious and | keep on playing just the same

My cup came lag Monday from Boston, | forgot to mention it in
my lagt letter. | think it issmply too pretty and makesa great addition
to my other aups & my sudy. By theway did the srvants bring your
phatos from Campo and did they haveaterribly rough trip ?

The aits came from Brooks Monday night and | am taking the
lightest colour of the three asthe other two suits (onewith red & other
blue thread) are two gmall in the coats | am sending back the others
today and | am very glad to have it as the weather is beginning to get
really cold and we have had sveral frods Many thanks for the
"Graphic" and " Tribune." | should much liketo s the " Herald"
& " Trib" acoountsof the parades. | hopeyou wont bein N.Y . during
them as the crush must be terrible. What ajoke that " Jewey" got
heretwo days ahead of time! Lag night the Rector read to Y2theform
from "the Coming of Arthur," at 9 o'dock & we went in to Faculty
Suppe after that. Have you heard of Mr. Callier's lendid present
to the schoadl of an autograph letter and portrait of every Presdent of
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theU.S. ? Wesaw oneor two sampleslagt night 8c they are magnificent

No morenow Ever dffec.
F.D.R.

This was die time of the triumphal New Y ork reogptions for Admiral
Dewey. Mr Price Cdllier's cdlletion isill to be ssn in the Shoohouse
and has bean kept up to date

o

" Weweregladtohaveonedayfree

frombuffetsand bruises..."
[GROTON]

OCT. i, 18%)
SUNDAY.

My dearet Mama & Papa,

Yoursof Friday cameyeserday & | am so glad you will get a chance
to se the processon which from all acocounts must have been splendid.
| wonder whereyou saw it from & whether you were not detained on
thetrain going or returning. | was o sorry to hear of the Parker boy's
death and it will be a terrible shodk to hisfamily. The valise came on
Friday with everything all right and in good condition. The Dore
looks lovely on my wall and has been much admired. The cushion is
a perfect beauty, the prettiest | have, and many thanks for it. | have
begun wearing the night-clothes which | remember you got last
winter, and today | put on autumn flannds, as the days are chilly and
it goes to about °30 every night. Many thanks for the " Graphic"
and cuttings about the " Shamrock" which are mog interesting. |
auppce you only go to N. Y on Tueday just for the race so | will
snd thisto H.P. asyou have written nothing to the contrary. | got
a pod-card from Aunt Dora with a view of " Fort Chabrol" beng
bexdged. When does she return? Let me know if there is time to
write and the address

Yeserday we played the fird game of the ssason, againg Boston
Latin and | am glad to say won easly, 17-0 and the team did well.
Naturally the 2nd got a ret and we were glad to have one day free
from buffets and bruises given by the 14. If | can day on the 2nd
and don't get injured | shall go to the Harvard-Yale game in November.
Now we get crackers & milk every evening free of charge. Lathrop
Brown Jack Minturn & Jackson, having finished their preims, have
returned. Brown got 14 hours & Jack passd about i for his Yale
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entrance, Paul Draper sang a solo today at P.M . chapd It wasre-
markable & everyone was pleassed. Mrs. D. is up here for the day
with Dan. | hear Taddy issen littleof & never intendstovisit Groton
again. No more now.
Ever with bet love Affec son,
F.D.R.
Thisyear saw the gppearance of diefirg of diefive Shamrockswith which
Sr Thomas Lipton unsuccesfully conteted the Americas Cup over a
period of thirty years In 189 the races were sailed againg the Isdin-
Morgan yacht Columbia.

" Pen bad, ink bad, writing bad
& aglorioustime. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
OCT. 4, 1899,
WEDNESDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,

How | envied you yesterday! We heard several reports about the
race and thismorning at 10.30 | got your tdlegram for which many
thanks. | am so0 glad the Columbia did so well, but it was too bad
they could not finish. Your letter describing the parade and all the
newspape's were mogt welcome. | will return the valise very soon,
but | am till wearing my summer suit as| find it war m enough with
thexeheavy flannds.

What do you think isthe latest news?

Mr. Griswold is engaged
RENRRNERRERRERE

carried round by the VI form and cheered, etc. Tell Helen & tell her
to break the news gently to Taddy & Miss Fromont. | fed that this
is quite enough excitement for one letter so will write you the name of
"che' tomorrow.

Faculty supper again lag night & reading in the "Idylls of the
King."

Foot-ball, bruisss afternoon teas lack of deep, gosip & engage
ments come thick & fast so no more now

Ever yr. devoted son
F.D.R.

Pen bad, ink bad, writing bad & a glorioustime
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The firgt of the Cup raoes was sdled over a thirty-mile course between
Asbury Park, N.J., and the Sandy Hook lightship, on October 3. Becaue
of light winds the race could not be finished within the stipulated fiveand a
half hours. The Shamrock, though trailing, gopeared to have sdiled the better
race, and there was some criticism of the Columbia's skipper. S. Nicholson
Kane (& p. 3n) was charman of the N. Y. Yacht Club committee in
charge of the races Mr Griswold's fiancee was Miss Norah Brewer,
Jaughter of Professor Brewer of the Yde Scientific School.

". .« by holding up her photo and
saying laconically'She'smine’. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
oCT. 6, 1899,
FRIDAY.
Dearest Mama & Papa,

Just aline to say that | expect to go to Boston next Wednesday to be
operated on by the dentist. Your letter about the race & dso the
Graphic & Herald were most welcome. | am thinking of you as
going to it again tomorrow & hope there will be a good race this
time.

The future Mrs. Griswolds name is Miss Brewer, of New Haven, &
her father is a Yale prof. He (Push) met her abroad & with a large
party travelled thro* Pdegtine together. Push broke the news to Mr.
Billings first by holding up her photo and saying laconically "She's

We had a half-holiday yesterday in consequence & | golfed in the
am & went for along canoe trip in p.m. Tomorrow we play English
High School.

Today we practiced in a pouring rain & | have a slight cold as a
result not anything at all

Ever affec. son

F.D.R.

Xcuse scrawl—
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" Xcusewritingwhich | Jowith
2fingers..."
GROTON SCHOOL
OCT. 8§, 1899,
SUNDAY.
My dcaretf Mama & Papa,

Yederday afternoon we were again victorious and beat English
High School 12-0, | am glad to say. The team played well and no
onewas hurt for awonder. | am till unhurt, comparatively, and my
cold is dight. Today | went over to lunch at Whitneys with Mrs.
Goodwin who is up here to se her two boys Mrs. Blagden is do
here.

| went to s Mrs. Freeman after afternoon church, & e is well
but afraid that her houss, whose owner has died will be sold; however
1 think she will haveit all winter anyway.

Lag night Mr. Nutter was teegraphed for as his father isvery ill,
so M r . Gladwin ran the chaoir today.

My two medals have come from M r. Hubbard and they look very
nice on my photo moulding. By the way | wish you could snd me
my red frame holding the sx pictures as | suppose it was left out of
my trunk by some migtake.

Monday.

| forgot to finish this this am so will do so now.

So sorry the race on Saturday was a fizzle & that you went all for
nothing, but | think there ought surdy to bewind on Tuesday & there
should be a good race

It israining but we play foot-ball just the same

Xcuse writing which | do with 2 fingers as | amashed one in a door
yederday

Ever dffec.

RD.R.

On Ocabe 5 and 7 the Cup yachts again failed to finish. Good sailing
weethe finally came along a wesk later, and the Columbia procesded to
win three ragss from the Shamrock |, sucoesfully defending the Cup.
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" Shall sendthenotejuaassoon
asthetuskscomeout..."

GROTON SCHOOL
OCT. 10, 1899,
TUESDAY.
My dearex Mama and Papa,
| entirely forgot in my Sunday letter to tell you that | am not to go
to Bogton tomorrow after all. | got a note from Dr. Wilson giving
me an appointment for Saturday at 2 o'clk. | cannot get to Boston
till 2.30 so have written asking if 2.30 will do just as well. Your
Sunday letter endosing letter-sheet came today and | shall snd the note
just as soon as the tusks come out. Dr. Wilson says he will accompany
me S0 you need have no anxiety.
| wrote to Abbott Frazar lag week to have the birds snt home, but
he st them up here by migake | shal snd them on to you by
Xpress soon and they have been much admired here.
What afaketheold racesare! | am ill hoping | may get a chance
to s one or two in the Xmas holidays!
Football continues tomorrow we play Worcester Academy, a
much bigger and heavier team & they ought to beat us
Ever with lots of love Your affec. son
F.D.R.
Cold amog gone. Sore hand

Rt e

" Why don't they get somecom-

pressedair for theold boats?. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL

OCT. 12, 1899,
THURSDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa,

Yours of yederday was mos welcome today, and | was sorry Loulie
did not do better in the Tournament but | suppose she got badly rattled,
as dhe often does at Campobdlo. Yeserday we moved into the school-
room of the New " School-House as it is to be officialy called. The
room is 15 feet longer than the big dining room, sowith 150 deksin it
you can imagine that it is an enormous room. Only about five or six
other rooms are ready 0 we ill recite in various nooks, and the calso-
minersand carpenterswill not be entirey through before Chrigmas
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In the afternoon we had the game with Worcester Academy and
contrary to all expectations we beat them 11-0. They fully expected
to win and their team was much heavier and older, but we were too
quick for them. Y our letter telling about the St. Markers broken arm
caused great excitement here and we think it must be Mackay their
Captain, as he did not play in their game last Saturday with English
High School, which they beat 12-0, just what we did. They have
about the best team they have ever had at St. Marks this year and they
ought to beet us, asnearly all are ol d players, while oursare mostly new
ones. The game is a Southboro on November 2nd so | shall se
Lyman then.

Friday. am.

The weather is lovely and warm & | hope it will continue so to-
morrow. | shal follow your directly [directions] about not eating &
the dose of Harmless, & will send the note from Boston. Sunday is
the School's Birthday, but they celebrate it in the evening tomorrow,
after | get back from Boston. They have the usua poem from the
Billywag (das | hear | aminit!) & songs, etc. On Wednesday after-
noon Mrs. Peabody has a fair in the children's play-house to support
the district nurse. We all went and | spent adollar, & got atiny pine-
pillow & much trash from the grab-bag. They had ice-cream, cake,
candy, etc but | took none of it asthefirst & second devens arein strict
training.

Many thanks for Harper's & the Trib; they are most welcome.
Why don't they get some compressed air for the old boats? | begin
todrink the "New Moon could beat them.

Ever with lots of love Affec. son

F.D.R.
Y ou must have enjoyed the visit from Mr. Pell & Miss Bangs, aso,
the Hubbards.
el

"l wastold | got a bit sky-blue
scarlet. . "
GROTON SCHOOL
OCT. 15, 1899,
SUNDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,
Today the School is fifteen years old. Over twenty graduates came
up last night after the Dewey parade in Boston and got here in time
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for the grand feast at 8 o'clock. We were allowed to break training
for the occasion and had a glorious feest. After supper we adjourned
as usual to the library and songs followed from Mr. Jefferson, Paul
Draper and the quartette. Paul sang very well and was much applauded.
Besdes we had violin solos from Mr. Griswold who played with a
lighter touch than ever before (!) & from Alvah Crocker, abanjo solo
from Randolph & piano recitals from Joy & Heaton. Finally as a
climax came the poem from Uncle William Billywag, a howling
success. Jokes on everyone, including one on the goings on of your
son during the summer, which they got on to and utterly perverted
in some way, so | won't repest it, but | was told | got a bit sky-blue
scarlet which | don't believe.

| played golf yesterday afternoon and broke my record on the links,
doing 41, which is within 2 strokes of the record of the course, held
by Joe Swan.

Oh, yes, by the way, | forgot to mention it before, my teeth are
still in my head! Yesterday morning | got atelegram from Wilson
saying, "Do not come today, se letter." The letter has not yet
come, but | suppose | suppose [sic] he wanted to sse Dewey. | hope
| can go next Wednesday instead.

| have decided to keep the two bird skins here and they are hung up
on my study wall, and look well.

Today | took supper with Mr. Gardner. One or two of the sixth
form go to him every Sunday night, and it is delightful to get good
beef-gtesk & cream for once.

For awonder we did not play foot-ball on Saturday, and | was glad
as| felt pretty well banged up as on Friday | was hit in the head.

This am before church | helped Mr. Griswold with his Sunday
school in the old building. Wehad 10 children & | played two hymns

Monday—

Time for school.

Goodbye with love

F.D.R-

Of die Boston reception for Dewey, Bishop Lawrence wrote (in his
bi ogratheRoger Wokott): " | t wesabrilliant day. The population from all
parts of the State had poured into Boston, for it was the day on which the
Commonwedlth and the city gave their welcome to Admiral Dewey, the
hero of Manila. The morning wes given up to the processon. The whole
date militiawasinline. Later the officers and sailors of theflag,sgcigOIympia
led the column through the getes of the Common to the parade ground.
The Governor took his position on the dope of the hill just below the
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ldiers and sailors monument Two hundred trumpeters save the call
to colors, and seventeen sergeants with their colors stood before "me
Governor. The commanding officers took their postions in front; and
one by one the dfficers turned the colon [flags borne in the Spanish-
American War by Massaachusdts servicemen] over to the Governor."
A. Bertram Randolph, the boy who played the banjo, was a form below
F.D.R.Hewasasgepson of William C. Whitney, thenoted financier and
Secretary of the Navy under Cleveland. Randolph, fighting with an
English regiment, was the first Yale graduate to die in the Firsg World
War. Asfor the Birthday Poem reference to " the goings on of your son,"
thefollowing passageis excer pted from M r . Gardner'spoem: " Hismaple-
sugar kissss were/ The swegtest thing on earth. / Like Roosevelt at the
candy pull / When maidens in their mirth / Threw the mdasss at his
face...."

" Singing really should come
beforespeakinge. ."
GROTON
ocCT. 18, 1899,
WEDNESDAY.
My dearest Mama and Papa,
| found the remains of a block of this paper in the Confiscation closet
yesterday. | think they must have belonged to Rosy, but as there are
only a few shegs | will use them up. Yours of Tuesday came today,
also a Tribune from Papa, and | shall write " Nelly" soon, only | am
somewhat behind in my correspondence as | have such a lot of work
with foot-ball, etc.
Thursday—
Today | got somewhat banged to pieces against the " 1st" receiving
a crack on head, a wrench of the knee and my thumb-nail was bent
back, and | fear | may loseit. We play Pomfret on Saturday, but alas,
| shall missit as my teeth come out then, and | do not return till six.
What do you think! | am going to take singing lessonss A Miss
Reid comes up here once a week, and gives lessons in either singing or
declaming. However singing really should come before speaking so |
have decided to take one lesson a week, as they are not very expensive.
By the way, | suppose you are going to pay for old Wilson so |
shall keep a strict account of my dentistry expenses. We have had
one row in the dormitory, a grand one, and Jeff got 6, also Paul
Draper but Coleman escaped. They made a row after lights were
outand Mr. Woods gavein all 36 black-marks. By theway | wonder
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if you have had any prints of your kodak-pictures done, as | think
there is one of the " New Moon," & | should like to s them all.
Have you written yet to Randolph Hall? Thereis not much time left
& most rooms are aready taken.

How splendid that the Columbiais doing so well! Many thanks
for the two Tribunes & two Graphics which are most welcome.

No more now

Ever with loads of love F.D.R

Tr|1is letter wa?j written orf1 (Hyglel ﬁ?ark;ggpanerf. Tge "Chgnfiscation
Closet" was a depository of (a) all illegal ogjects found in the possesson
of Groton sudernts, and (b) aI? objects |eft lying about by them. Miss
Reid proved such a great 9u0ess that even the Faculty begen to teke sing-
ing lesons from her. She eventudly settled in Groton.

At

"1 had delightful day-dreams
duringtheprocess. . ."
[GROTON]
OCT. 22, 1899,
SUNDAY.
My dearest Mama and Papa,
| sent anote to you last night by the evening mail which | wrote on
thetrainand in Boston, and | hopeyouwill getittomorrow afternoon.
| am feeling all right after the ges and | did not mind the operation at
all, and had delightful day-dreams during the process. Mr. Gardner
went down with me as he had avery gainful tooth and we went with
Dr. Wilson, who is do his dentist, to the extracting parlors. | went
infirst and was "under" about 15 minutes | think. Then he went in
and took about the same time. Mr. G. had to go back with Dr.
Wilson to have some work done, so | went to the "Touraine" and
had a hair-cut which | needed very badly. | then went to Wright
and Ditson's and bought some head-protectors for the eleven and
started for the station in atrolley. However we got into a block and
| had to get out and run about half a mile to catch the train, so | did
not have time to post your letter as | just got there in time. | came
up with Anson Stokes who came up for Sunday to s his kid-
brother Harold.
| forgot to tell youin my last letter that we have had a very serious
caee of illness among us. One of the new boys, Harold Hadden, Billy
Hadden's brother, who is in my dormitory and next to me, came
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down with typhoid after he had been here alittle over a week. On
Thursday lag he became very much worse and had a temperature of
over 106°. Mr. Peabody who was away came back, also a lot of
doctors. On Friday hewas ill in a critical condition but yesterday he
became better and now is getting on well.

It isalovely day with not a cloud in the sky and quite cold; Mrs.
Cary and Mrs. Brown are up here beddes several graduates They
sy Rosy does not assodate with anybody at Cambridge, but sses
Polly mogt. | hope he will come up here asit isrumored he & Poll
havemadea contract not to comeback and the other boysareall down
on them.

We, Mr. Griswold and I, held our sscond Sunday-School today with
good success although | got somewhat twisted in playing one of the
hymns.

Later. 9 p.m.

| took afternoon tea with Mr. Billings after chape, and at 6.30,
right after supper heand | darted to driveto Ayer. We got there at
sven and went to the Church which is a sort of offspring of our
church, but has a sparate miniger Mr. Newbegin. Mr. Billings
preached to quite a congregation, and | sang in the local chair, which
condged of two soprancs, an alto, two men bases & myself as tenor.
We have just got back and the drive was mogt enjoyable.

| am now going in to Faculty Supper, and will finish in themor ning.

M onday.

It is cloudy and damp and | think we shall have rain. | forgot to
sy that on Saturday while | was away we beat Pomfret 30-0 It was
a lendid game and a great victory which we did not expect.

No more now Ever you affec. son

F.D.R.

The Hotel Touraine (then the Waldorf-Astoria of Boston, to-day quite

changed in character) was in Boylston Street at the corner of Tremont;

the firm of Wright and Ditson Sporting Goods in Washington Street.

Anson Phelps Stokes, at this time studying for the ministry at Episcopal

Theological School, was to become a noted author and educator, serving

as trustee for numerous foundations, and on the boards of many welfare

committees. He performed important socia-service work in the city of

Washington during F.D.R.'s Presidency, and became especialy prominent

in the field of Negro education. Harold Phelps Stokes, his brother, turned

to newspaper work, and was successvely European and Washington

correspondent for the New York Evening Post, secretary to Herbert
Hoover from 1924 to 1926, and later an editor of the New York Times.

et
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" Groton ingenuity maywin .."
GROTON
OCT. 25, 1899,
WEDNESDAY.
My deares M ama and Papa,

Yours of Tueday and Papds postal with the London News and
Punches were all very welcome today. | was glad to se the photos
and | think you deserve great credit for taking such good ones Helen's
and Papas | think excdlent, but Frances and yours are not quite so
good. | want to keep them all except the two of me and two blurry
ones which | am returning. lan't the one of Mike good? Too bad
the one you took of the" New M oon" did not come out well.

H ow does the Pomeroy boy happen to bein the Harvard Scentific
School? When we arossad the ocean with him about five years ago
hewasyounger than | and ahorrid little baby with fat chesks

You musg have enjoyed your visit to the Staatshurgh links. | can
just imagine Rubber Rosy in green. |s he too ddicate to play himsdf?

Thelittle Hadden boy is better but has logt his power of speech; il
the doctors hope he will recover it as he gets sronger. You have
doubtless heard of the death of M r. Russell Surgis | forget to mention
it, but suppoeyou knew. M r. SW.S. [S. Warren Surgis went down
aweek ago lag Saturday but got there too late.

Thursday.

| forgot to finish this yeterday. We play football daily, and the
"first" are getting ther finishing touches. S. Marks have easly the
bes material this year but Groton ingenuity may win. Wait till a
week from today, if we win | shall nd a "telegram” but you may
not get it. | expect to go surey to the Harvard-Yale game now, as |
am regularly on the second, usually as end, but when M r. Surgis does
not play | take hisplace at half-back. My kneeis ill somewhat tender,
thejoint isall right, but afew moreknock might bring water.

| go to Wilson on Nov. 5th. | wish you could write a note to the
Rector, just saying that it is absolutdy necessary to have the straighten-
ing thisyear. | have not said anything about it, but a word from you
will beahelp.

Ever affec.

F.D.R.
Please nd me a new ool of flosssilk!
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" 1 got both kneesbanged again
and my head cracked..."
[GROTON]
OCT. 29,1899,
SUNDAY.
My deares M ama and Papa,
| forgot to endose the photos | do not want in my lagt letter, so am
sending them back now. What a nice time you mug be having at
home now, | wish | could be there, & | am sorry to miss Nelly. |
am glad you are ill having war m weather and can enjoy rowing and
driving. Up here we have one day cold and the next warm. Yesterday
a thick fog hung over everything, worse than any we have at Campo.
Still we played Football all afternoon and wer e watched by the whole
schodl, as it is the lag line-up before the game and there will only be
signal-practice between now and then. | got both knees banged again
and my head cracked, but very hot water and massage took down the
swelling and | am nearly all right. Thejoint is all right but it gets
badly bruised every now and then. On Tuesday the 2nd is to play
the 3rd deven, of course we shall beat the 3rd (of which Howard Cary
is capt.) but it will not be as hard work as againg the "first". Mr.
Surgis has been madea " 14" subditute so | now fill his place at half-
back, having been moved there from end, and the subgitute end has
taken my place, so you s | am are of going to the Harvard-Yale
game on Nov. 18. It isovercad today but quite warm.
Monday. 8a.m
Cold and dear. Nothing much to write about. | will send a line
on Wednesday & write about the game after we get back on Thursday,
& will snd a telegram if we win. No more now
Ever with loads of love

F.D.R.
et
" Maywriteon black edge next
time . . .
GROTON
OCT. 31, 1899,
TUESDAY.

My dearex Mama and Papa,
| was delighted to get yours of Sunday and what fun you mugt have
had at Hyde Park! Also | was pleased to s my marks, astherewere
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only fivein the form who got B and therest had C. You are surprised
at lie small number of studies we have, but our form did so well in
the preliminaries that there are very few things left to take. | do take
German, Blagden & | arereading "Wilhelm Tell" of Schiller for our
advanced course, but we never recite so don't get marked. Also we
spend a great deal of time on physicswhich is hard but most interesting.
. | forgot to mention that | got at least 3, and and [sic] possibly 4 or
5 honors in my preliminaries, in French, Advanced French, German,
and maybe two others which | do not yet know of.

Wednesday.

Tomorrow comes the final struggle. The team had its last practice
today amid cheers and a drizzle. It is a toss-up which team wins but
we hope for the best. We leave at 12 tomorrow and you may get a
telegram.

On Saturday Mr. Cushing sold some awfully pretty sporting prints
he got at an auction in Boston. | got the pick of the lot, a perfect little

beauty for 150 this shape | Fe=l) | & @ Steeple

chae | have hung it in my study which is now better fitted up than
any other | think. Many thanks for the Graphic & St. Stephen's paper.
Good for Campo! Are they really waking up? Is Harold Weekes
Arthur'sboy ?
No more now, may write on black edge next time but hope not.
Ever AfFec.

F.D.R.
Could you send a few stamped envelopes?

On his October 21 report F.D.R. got B'sin Latin, Greek, and Prysics,
aC in English, and a "Good" in Saored Sudies The Rector's initial
comment for 1899-1900 was "Very good. He is developing mod stis
factorﬂé/.‘r']e;jh%f S Sephen menti n heraedsthe lf\lev\f/ BrunéNa[ﬁk tgxlvln,
near tl Passameouioddy , not far from 0.
Harold Weskes was the son of Mr gry]d Mrs Arthur D. Weekesrc))(f) New
Y ork City. There was afamily connexion here, as his aunt, Mrs John A.
Woeskes, was the former Alice Delano, acousin of F.D.R.
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" Awful hard luck..."

[GROTON]
NOV. 3, 1899,
FRIDAY.

[no salutation]

Awful hard luck.

Groton5
S. Marks 6

Each dde made one touch-down, both on tricks.

S. Markskicked therr goal and Euey Thayer in attempting to kick
our goal dipped so we missd.  $till, it does not in the least show their
superiority as we played fully as well if not better & gained more

ground in the end.
[no sgnature]

Heavy, daeful ink linesframed this communication.

-

" By which peoplewith sometaste
aresomewhat shocked..."
[GROTON]
NOV. 5, 1899,
SUNDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa
| st you a note on Friday telling of our hard luck at Southboro.
We left here Thursday at 12.30 and reached Southboro at 2.30, where
Lyman took Warren and me up to hisroom which bristled with auto-
graph photos of Dewey, yellow 0gp poders about five feet square
"EatH.O." 9gns €c. by which people with some taste are somewhat
shocked. The game began at 3 and after ten minutes play &. Marks
made a touchdown by atrick. In five minutes more we made one by
another trick but asthe ball wasway over to one Sdewetried to make
a"kick-out" to enable usto kick the goal from the middle of the fidld.
Euey tried to catch it but the sun was right in his eyes and he dipped
and missd it thus making the soore 6-5 through a piece of individual
hard luck but not at all poor play. For thereg of the time neither sde
sored and the teams were very even. We tried to kick a goal from
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thefield and the ball rose beautifully but hit the crossbar. If it had been
% inch higher we would have beaten them 10-6! Anyway they can't
crow as the game shows of course absolutdy no superiority of ther
team. After thegame | saw Lyman for awhileand weleft at 6, getting
homeat 8. Wedo not fed at all badly asthereault isnot a defeat. We
play the Freshmen next Wednesday.

" Nothing much has happened besdes my visit to Boston yesterday.
Old Wilson took two or three more cags of my mug in plager and |
go again next Saturday to have two jack-screws put on, onein each
jaw. Thesrew | work with a tiny screw-driver & it isto fill up the
hoes wher e the teeth were taken out.

Thus Thesrew C | turn alittle every day
pd ¢ & it pulls the teeth A & B together.
8 D is the cavity where the tooth was

taken out. He sysit will take practi-
caly all winter! but | fed it isamply
worth it.

A good many graduates are up for Sunday & they sy Taddy isnever
s in Cambridge & very few boys know of his exigence  Remind
me when | s you to tell you of some very funny hazing Taddy went
through on " Bloody Monday" night. 1t wastold me confidentially &
| mugt sy | think it wasrather too much.

No more now. | bought a twelve-trip ticket to Boston yesterday,
& it will save Papa about $4.00in the end.

Ever with love & hade

oo ooo®

F.D.R.

"Bloody Monday" wes an engagament betwean Freshmen and upper-
dassmen at Harvard, falowing upon the dffidal Freshman Reoeption at
Sndas Theatre. For afuller description sep. 435-

i

"l amsureit must bebad for

himasitisfor everyone..."
GROTON SCHOOL

NOV. 6, 1899,
MONDAY.

My deares Mama and Papa
| was too digressad to get yours of Saturday this morning, and to
hear about dear Papas upsst. | am so glad you were able to get Dr.
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Ely and that he is better now Your Sunday note isjust here and |
am glad you are back at Hyde Park and Papaissteadily improving.

I do not think Pgpa ought to go to New Y ork for business at all
as | am sure it must be bad for him as it is for everyone, and | do
hopehewill giveit up thiswinter.

Do let me know again soon how heis.

| forgot to tell Mr. Rogers was up here the day of the game and |
st beside him at table. Y ouwill doubtless have seen him since then.

Tuesday 8 am.

| must send this asit is time for morning school.

Hoping to hear that dear Papais all right again | am ever your afec
son

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
Many thanks for the stamped envelopes

Dr Albert H. Ely was afamily doctor not only for the James Roosevdlts,
but ds for the family of Anna Eleanor Roosevelt Beddes being a
genard practitioner, hewas the atending gyneecologist at City Hospital

e

"If anyone elsehad beenlaid up
| should havehadtogoin..."

GROTON
Nov. 8, 1899,
WEDNESDAY.
My dearest Mama and Papa,

No letter has come today to tell me how Pgpais getting on but |
trust heisall right again now. However | was most agreably surprised
and delighted this evening to get a box with the picture of you which
| consider just like you and a striking likeness. Many many thanks
for it; you sy the frame is mine, but I don't quite remember where
| gotitand who gave it to me. | shall keep the frame on my desk
where | can se it all the time.

We played the Freshmen today and had awfully hard luck. Very
soon after starting we had four of our bes men laid up. Euey Thayer
was again hit in the head and made silly, Leaycraft broke hisnose badly,
Markoewrenched hisleg, Hare sprained his back, and there were many
minor injuries. They beat us 17-0 but our team played a splendid up
hill game. | f anyone dse had been laid up | should have had to go in
as all the subdtitutes were called in and they should have had to draw
from the second eleven.
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No more now, | hopeto get aletter tomorrow morning.
Ever with lots of love to you both your affec son

RD.R.
ot
" Hurrah for the Boerst..."
GROTON SCHOOL
NOV. 10, 1899,
My dearex Mama and Papa, FRIDAY.

Yours of Wednesday and Thursday were mogt welcome and | am
ddighted that Papa is nearly all right again, and | am aure you are
right about the diet, aseven | fed the difference after along autumn of
training and abgtaining from svegs | go to Boston again tomorrow
and am to have the screw put on, and several teeth filled. 1t will really
bethefirg of thestraightening process and | shall try to go on Wednes-
days hereafter as you suggest. Next Saturday the 18th we go to the
Harvard-Yale game so | cannot have an appointment that day. How
do you admiretheink | am udng? | got seven ounces of it, 5 different
colors in little pills for 10 centd You disolve it in water and it is
inddible and delightful to writewith.

Many thanks for the mogt interesting Graphic. Hurrah for the
Boerd | entirdy sympathise with them. | have a dight cold so
omitted my snginglesson today. | have had two and can sSng one
song which | will bring at Xmas!

| will goto s Mrs. Lawrence soon, but it is terribly hard to find
time. Thereisto beahare & hounds chase tomorrow and | am sorry
to missit.

Thereislitde to write about, football is over and | suppose we shall
have snow soon. | have taken up golf again but played vilely as a
result of no recent practice.

Ever with lots of love to you both your affec son

F.D.ROOSEVELT

Gremn was the cdour of theink usad here The South African War had
commenced in the previous month, with the attacking Boers evarywhere
uocessful At thetime of thisletter they had driven themain British foross
unde Genera Sr George White, badk in Ladyamith, in Natal, and were
besegng that town.
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" Lathrop Brown and | have decided
definitelytoroomtogether ..."
GROTON SCHOOI
NOV. 12, 1899,
SUNDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa,

| had a mog dismal day yesterday to go to Boston. When | left
here it was snowing hard, with about half an inch on the ground, but
when | got to Bogton it had turned to rain and mud. Dr. Wilson
filled two teeth, but had to do some wedging before putting on the
srews and | am to go in again on Wednesday to have the srews
put on.

Itisalovely day, but very cold and windy and muddy with alittle
sow on the ground which makes one think of winter. Jug think,
the term is two-thirds over and we go home in five weeks! | do not
know the exact date but | think it is the Friday before Xmas.

The Hare and Hounds chase was not run yesterday on account of the
weather but they are to have it next Wednesday. The boys who were
hurt in the Freshman game are getting on well but Harry Marko€'s
leg now has water on it and Jack Minturn's foot is badly swollen and
they think he has a mild case of blood poisoning. | have a pretty sore
finger which | put out of joint the lag time | played, Tuesday, and it
has fesered a little back of the nail but | don't think it will come to
anythink.

Monday.

| forgot entirely to finish this this morning It is awfully cold here
today, but clear.

What do you think? Lathrop Brown and | have decided definitely
to room together next year! We are going to Cambridge together
sometime during the holidays, probably the lag day, to se about
rooms, soif you hear anything from Randolph Hall you can tell them
| don't want a Sngle room there. We are much inclined to go to the
new place, Rusdl, but we can decide later

No more now Ever with loads of love to you both your aTec son

F.D.R.

RusHl Hall, anathe of the Gold Coast dormitories was completed in
1900; in gopesrance it was much like Claverly. Later it was incor porated,
unde the 'house plan,’ into Adams House

B ]
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" Jalsotold her about thechickens..."
GROTON SCHOOL

NOV. 15, 1899,
WBDNBSDAY.
My dearex Mama and Papa,

About ten minutes before leaving for Boston yesterday, | got your
two letters, and | am sure you can imagine how ddlighted | was that
you are coming on Saturday. | did not get back till 7, & will go over
the firg thing in the morning to get rooms for you at Powdl's as |
agree with you that the food thereisinfinitely better.

| had a successful visit to Wilson although it was another horrid
drizzly day. He put on the sorew arrangement on the lower jaw, and
itisin full operation now.

Thursday.

| have been to Mrs. Powell, and e thinks you will be the only
people there, and can have the whole house to yoursdves. | a told
her about the chickens

| have not the faintes idea how soon we shall get home after the
game. If we are lucky in getting out after the game from the field
we may catch the 515 and get to the sthodl at 6.30, but | think we
cannot probably get back till after 8. so | am afraid you will not se
metill Sunday at 8.30. Still, I shall make every effort to get a glimpse
of you Saturday night & will tell Warren, & | think he may meet
you. | do hope you will have good weather, and | think you should
after the lag storm. They mug have had a terrible sorm as sveral
boats were wrecked near there and one sthooner was wrecked at
Schooner Cove, theHenry F. Eaton, which brought up my knockabout.
The crew were nearly drowned & the Capt. may die. | have cut out
the account from the Bogton Globe and will show it to you.

No more now. How lovely to think of ssaing you again in 3 days

Ever in awful hage & love
FDR
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" Itwasborn Monday morning,
ashe, worseluck..."
GROTON SCHOOL
NOV. 22, 1899,
WEDNESDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa,

| intended to write you lagt night, but was so tired that | lay on the
ofa all evening. The reason of it was a paper-chase, the first ever held
here and a howling sucoess The cause of the paper chase was a half
holiday, and the cause of the half-holiday was-a baby. It wasborn
M onday afternoon, a she, worse luck, and weighs nine Se %2 Ibs. They
are going to call it Dorothy.

Betsy was most amusing over it, and was wild to have her called
Kenneth for some unknown reason, or failing that Hamilton.

The half-holiday was most welcome and the paper-chae bagan at
3.30. The schod was divided into four squads to find the trail near
the buildings, and | was in charge of one squad, the master of hounds,
carrying a tin horn to asssmble my hounds. W hen the sart was found
we dashed on the dead run past the village, the Lawrences and Sears
places to the river and thence to the boat-house, & there the trail

Your son finished fourth out of afidd of nearly a hundred, and | was
almog exhauded as| tottered in. Indeed two boys logt ther lunch, the
pace was 0 quick, and the winner who was just ahead of me fell after
crosang the line & nearly fainted. | am so iff today | can hardly
move.

Later—

Jug back from Boston, where | had a rather unsuccesful visit to old
Wilson. He only did two fillings & could not put on the other band
for somereason.

Yoursfrom N.Y . was mog welcome and | am glad you had a com-
fortablejourney.

No more now,

Ever your affec son,

F.D.R.
Your vist sams like a delightful dream now, & about a week ago,
but we only have four weeks from tomorrow!

Hewas getting the mogt out of hisinvesment in coloured inks the
of this leter dternated betwean blue gren, and red. Dorathy
was the younges of the Rettor's five daughters  She married a Groton
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boy, F. Trubee Davison, who was Assdant Serdtary of War for Air
under Coolidge and Hoover, adminigrative essgant chief of air gaff
during die Seoond World War, and (snce 1933) Presdent of die American
Museum of Natural History in New Y ork Theword "dream” in the
pogsript to thisleter wesadded by F.D.R.'smother.

e

" What ahorriblebarbarity at
Lawrencevittel..."
GROTON SCHOOL
NOV. 26, 1899.
SUNDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,

My overcoat came Friday night, most opportunely, as yesterday was
very cold and | was glad to wear it to Boston. Dr. Wilson put two
more whirly-gigs into my mouth, one directly in front in die lower
jaw and the other above corresponding to the one you saw when you
were here. | made an appointment for Wednesday, but | find Aunt
Kasse is coming here on Wednesday so | am writing today to cancd
it and make one for Saturday ingtead.

| hope you have written to Randolph to apply for a double room
for us we are al applying at Claverley and Russdl in case we get
nothing at Randolph.

Taddy came up with me lag night, a9 several other graduates He
appeared cheerful and has been in my sudy part of the day. He ssams
to get on well in gudies though | don't believe he is doing much ds
He may go home next Sunday, and | think could perfectly get permis-
son to leave Friday night as severd othersare.

Later—5 30 p.m.

Rosy hasjust gone back with the others having firg log his hat
which hasjust been found, & then hediscovered that he had no money!
It has been a most perfect day but we are reminded of winter by the
board walks and shidds to keep off the snow-drifts. Our Sunday
School was a howling sucoess 12 children, from 6 to 20 years old. It
sams like a month snce you were here, and | kegp thinking of your
lovely visit; only a little more than three weeks now and we shall be
homel!

No more now,

Ever with bet love to you both your affec. son

FRANKLIN
What ahorrible barbarity at Lawrenceville!! Glad f m at Groton.
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Inquiry among contemporary Lawrencevillc udents and at the schod
itsdf hes failed to reveal the nature of the " barbarity* here mentioned,
nor do nengpape's provide any dues At this time morale at Lawrence-
villc was nat of the bet; there had bemn a change of headmaders two
months before, and it is posdble that the event which aroussd F.D.R.'s
exdtement followed from this change—the expulson of a large number
of dudents or something of that order, which would have loomed
barbarous to a rival shoolboy. It wes a Groton mader, after all, who
twenty yearslater went to Lawrenceville and built it into the outdanding
boarding shod which it isto-day.

e

"...notbeingabletothink of
anyonedlse..."
GROTON SCHOOL
NOV. 29, 1899,
WEDNESDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,

Aunt Kasse and Muriel got here today at 12, and we were very
glad to s them. | lunched & teaed with them and during the after-
noon we took a drive for about an hour. Tomorrow we leave at 11,
as it is more comfortable, altho' mogt of the boys leave at eight. In
the afternoon we are probably going to the Harvard Museum to se
the flowers (glass) and in the evening are to s Robespierre | am de-
lighted to say.

The marks for the lag month were read out today and | am glad
to sy | got B, altho' | rather expected a C. Warren was 7 from the
tail, which is better, but our two Hyde Parks boys did not distinguish
themsdves Poor Coleman was foot of the dass alad with an average
of 3., out of a possble 10. Jefferson was next to him, with 3.25/100!!!
| quite blushed for them when it was read out as they are both about
the lowest marks on record! The invitation from Mrs. Soley came
yesterday and | have accepted it; a9 | have written to ak [name
deeted] for the Dodworth dance not being able to think of anyone
ds | am d writing Laura for Orange. Howard Cary is to dance
with Muriel at the Dodworth, | am glad to sy, & he was over there
at tea tonight.

[tis9.30 & | must go to bed as we have to be up at 6.30

No more now

Ever with dear love to you both your affec son

F.D.R.
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Sr Henry Irving, then sixty-two years old, westouring Americawith his
noteble Lyceum Thestre production of Victorien Sardous Robespierre.
F.D.R's Novamber marksinduded an A in Latin Compostion, aCin
English Compostion, and B's in the remaining bjeds Rector's com-
ment: "Excdllent.”

"Idon't think lever saw a better
playinmylife..."
GROTON SCHOCL
DEC. 3, 1899,
SUNDAY.

My dearest Mama & Papa,

Your lovely long letter of Friday came yesterday just before | left
for Boston. | am sorry | can't go to the Metropolitan dance on the
23 rd as | should like to go to Hyde Park that night, but | suppose |
must go to the dinner now, as | have dready accepted it. | am asking
Lathrop Brown up for some time after New Year'sand | will let you
know definitely soon, but he may not be aile to come. | am d
thinking of asking some others up, possibly. You must have had a
nice Thanksgiving dinner, too bad the toagt fell flat, still it is somewheat
what one would expect. We left here at 11.30 Thanksgiving Day, and
reeched the Touraine a 1. After lunch, accompanied by the great
P.C. we went to Cambridge and sav the dass flowers and other
Harvard Sghts. We got back at 5.30,1 took a bath (1), we hed dinner
a 6.30, turkey ec. and then went to "Robespierre”. | don't think
| ever saw a better play in my life and Irving was splendid. We came
back at 10 on Friday and yedterday | went again to Wilson and must
go more next Wednesday. Today the Toms [Newbolds] ae here
and Mrs. Hoyt & the Elephantine [name deleted]. | lunched with
Mrs: N. and took supper with Mr. G. & am now going in the Faculty
Supper, so | will surely have abad pain in the night! No more now,
| have tons of things to do.

Ever withlove

F.D.R.

What shdl | do about the endosed? Must it be answered? What

abore!
F.D.R.
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The Metropalitan dancss given during Chrismas and Eage hdlidays
remain to-day one of the leading sodd inditutions for the New York
" aub-debutante .

et

" ...dont quiteunderstand why
| should not gotoo??l
G.SA.A., GROTON SCHOOL
DEC. 8, 1899.
FRIDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa,

Yours of Tueday is mos welcome, aso the Graphic. | am sorry
not to have written sooner but | have not had a moment to st down.
| went to Wilson again on Wednesday, but he merely looked at the
teeth and told me to come again next week. | have already asked him
about the enamd but he says it cannot be used on me. | shall ak him
again, however. | am sending you my dressauit and will try to answer
the quetions 1. The trousers need letting down and the coat out,
epedidly under the arms. Also the waistcoat neads letting out and
down to meet the trousers | can't think of any wishes O, yes you
know | thought | would like a tin box, like your missonary society
cash-box, with a combination lock. Any good book would be acoept-
able indeed anything, for you know | am not especialy hard to please
Anything for my room at college next autumn | should like, such as
pillows, ec.

Skating really began today, although only a few boys went to a
small pond, as our big one has not yet filled up, and | doubt if it does
0 now, but we can have no good skating unless it does | have had
svera challenges for next year's team and shall be kept busy from now
on. | am writing on some [Groton School] Athletic Asoc, paper as
mine hasrun out.

| will write at more length Sunday although | am behind hand in
work, | have so much to do. Mary Newbold & Laura have accepted.
| hear that Jack & Hugh Minturn are going to the M etropolitan club
dance on the 23rd so dont quite undersand why | should not gotoo ? ?!

Ever with loads of love, your affec son

FRANKLIN.
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" Only Bookstores& Candy-stores
and cheap hardware-stores] . . ."
GROTON CHOOL
DEC. 10, 1899,
SUNDAY.
My dear Mama, & Papa,

| can hardly bdievethat | shall bereally homein alittle over aweek.
Goodwin is coming up on Jan. 2nd. Brown probably also and | may
ak one other, possbly Kerr Rainsford. | am to dine with Brown
the night of the 8th, (the day before we return) go to the theatre &
take the midnight on to Bogton.

Mr. Griswold and | aregoing to Boston early on Wednesday to buy
Xmas presnts for our Sunday-School; and in the afternoon | have an
appointment with Wilson. My lower teeth are very nearly graight,
but | bug the ingrument today and it cannot be put on again till
Wedneday. | have had really no time at all in Bogton to buy presats
and it ison thewholea mog unsatifactory place for that. Only Book-
dores & Candy-gores with one or two chegp hardwaresored The
reg of the city istaken up by Commonwealth Ave. and Dentigs as far
aslean make out! And the Subway! Dont you think we had better
ak up oneor two girlsfor the2nd ? A Draper girl or anyone, | don't
know any so will trug to you entirely. Only not the [name deleted]
brat! pleas!!

Monday—8 a.m.

The weather continues dear, but much warmer today Please excuse
theawful scrawld, but | have only had about ten minutesto writeit in.

Ever with loads of love, affec son

FDR
At
"...thenl foundasmellyald,
tough mutton stewwaiting..."
GKOTON SCHOOL
DEC. 14, 1899,
THURSDAY.

My deares Mama and Papa,

| am sorry not to have written sooner but yeserday | went to Bogon
with Mr. Griswold at n o'dock, skipping part of morning schoadl, to
buy Xmas presmts for our Sunday School. The day was hot and fine
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& | bicycled to Ayer with "Push" at afurious fate* gait, having on a
covert-coat. When we got to Boston we had a substantial lunch of
beans of the Boston Baked variety. We then walked or rather ran to
Jordan and Marsh, the Boston Siegel Cooper, and we were there walk -
ing the floor for two mortal hours!!! We bought everything, toys,
games, cards, books, etc. till | could hardly stand up. Then at 3.30
we left & | went to Dr. Wilson, who kept me waiting an hour, &
then just looked at my teeth, but they are moving nicely. | caught the
5.15 train back, & bicycled up (!) from Ayer in the dark, at 80 miles
anhour. | nearly expired, & then| found asmelly old, tough mutton
stew waiting for supper, & did not egt any.!!!

| return the report for which many thanks. It is better than |
expected Yours of Tuesday is most welcome. Glad the infants are
coming. | wouldjust as soon go out to Orange Thursday night, if
nothing in N.Y . turns up but you can decide. Very nice that [we]
dinewith Coz. Corinne the 27th.

Lathrop Brown hes asked me to dine with him & heisto have a
little party & go to the theatre afterwards.

By the way, one of the Xmas presents | should like is a "Life's
Gibson Calendar". Y ou can get it anywhere.

Awful rush. Love
F.D.R.

The New Y ork department sore of Siegd, Cooper Company, in Sixth

Avenue, was known as " The Big Store," and hed for its dogan: "Meet

Mc at the Fountain." It was sold in 1901. Redtrained counterpart of

to-day's "Esquire Cdendar" was that drawn by Charles Dana Gibson for

2% old humorous megazine Life; it was an equdly popular wall
rnment.

"Most werein skins& | never
sawanythingfiner..."
[GROTON]
DEC. 17, 1899,
SUNDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa,

Next Friday! Just think! We are coming home by a specia train
of three cars & a dining-car, & we ought to get to N.Y . by 2.45, but
I will write definitely to 10 W. 43rd. Peese take down for me my
bluewinter suit, dress-suit and adress-shirt & tie & all my collars. Also

320



anew pair of gloves which | think you have at home. | had a most
ddightful experience yesterday. Mr . Jefferson is the nephew of Wm,
Brewster the Presdent of the A.O.U. Wel€ft, Mr. J., Roger Derby &
sx other bird-boys at il o'dock for Cambridge & on arriving there
went sraight to Prof, (in the College) Brewster's house where we had
lunch and then went to a ddightful little house in his yard, " The

Museum" wherehehasthefinest private collection of American birdsin

theworld! Most werein kins& | never saw any thing finer. | will tell
you more about it on Friday We got home in time for suppe and
after supper M. Peabody's father began reading the Xmas Caroal as
usual, which he continued all day today.

Today | have tead with Mrs. Surgis & had a mogt sucoessul
Sunday-School where we gave presmts

Monday.
Themail isoff, | will write once more
Ever with love FDR

Prdessy William Brende wes asidant in the Department of Orni-
thdogy and Mammalogy at the Harvard Mussum of Comparative
Zoology. In hisfinal autumn term report F.D.R. got a B avarage
Chrigmas hdidays followed; the promisad Friday letter isnot to be found.

gt

" liteair break madeahorrible

noiseall night..."
THE TOURAINE [BOSTON]

JAN. 9, 1900,
TUESDAY, 2:30 P.M.

Dearex Mama & Papa,

Here | am after a most sucoessful trip, just going to Dr. Wilson.
Lag night | reached town [New Y or k] safdy & on time, saw my trunk
taken around, left my valise & went to the Renaissance for a wash, etc.
| found there aletter from Nelly B which | will endase from Groton.
| took a handsome (!) to the Brown's (247 Lex.) & got there on time.
Mrs. & Mr. B, Lathrop, "the Kid" & I, that was all. Mrs. B. very nice
& we got on swimmingly. Mr. B. d mog kind, but | should not
sy he amounted to as much as Mrs. (firg impresson) We (Mrs,,
Charley, L, & 1) went to Sherlock H. & had a mogt ddlightful evening,
splendid play. Did not get through till 11.30 when we went back to
the Brownsfor a bite of socrambled eggstoast & milk. Then we caught
the midnight by the skin of our teeth. Found Mr. Ayrault on board
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& did not get to bed till | am. It wasso cold | dept little & was un-

comfortablefor thefirst timein my lifeastheair break madeahorrible

noise all night. We got to Bogton at 7 with fearful cold & ran herefor

hot coffee & a good breakfas. Then to Cambridge & we caught

Archie Brown just getting up but Taddy had gone. Then we went

[to] the different agents & went over all the buildings, Randolph,

Claverley, Rusdl & Westmorely. We saw many rooms, but the

pick wasat Westmor ey, 1st floor corner, looking on the South-West,
and quess the price? $400 without extras The plan is roughly like

this

WEST COURT-YARD
 Bedrooin | Bath Bedroom

S'rH'ing I:: HQ”

SOUTH STREET

We both thought it a chance and are sure of getting it as we will
be given 1g¢ choice on Mar. 1¢. On the W. dde of Westmoreley is
Russl, then Randolph, then Claverley so all four buildings are to-
gether. The gtting room is large enough for two deks & the bed-
rooms & bath room light & airy. Thecdlingsarevery high.

Lathrop went back at 12 o'dock & | found J. [Taddy] and lunched
with him & Kelogg who appears quite nice. | saw all the Groton
contingent & now am off to Wilson. | will writealinewhen | get to
schoal. Am well, ill somewhat deepy! Ever with tons and tons of
love, | am your affec. son

F.D.R.

"TheKid" wes Charles S Brown, junior, younge brather of Archibald

and Lathrop, who sucoseded his father in the New York edate agency of
Brown, Whedodk, and Harris The previous November William
Gillette had apened " in hisnew play called Sherlock Holmes" —a perform-
ance which wes dedined to be repested many times during the next

thirty years Wesmorly Court was a pleesant, goadous vaguey Tudor
building, built in 1898. F.D.R. had roomstherg, in Number 27, all his

four yearsat Harvard.

et
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" | wish thevacation might have
heen justtwodaysmore..."
GROTON
JAN. 9, 1900,
TUESDAY, 8 P.M.
: MydarlingMama& Papa.
| wroteyou at 3 o'dock from the Touraine this afternoon about my
doingsin tielittle town of Cambridge, and | hope you have received
my letter. | went to Wilson and hetook off my upper srew asit was
bent but nothing more could be done until a new one is made and |
am to go again éther Saturday or next Wednesday. | did my bet to
impress on him how hard it was for me to go every week and he sys
hewill dohisbed. | shall kesp tellinghimto hurry and | think it will
have effect. At the gation | met all the Boston boys and we got to the
schod at 6.30. Everything is too familiar, alas and the prospect of
deven wesks of it isnot swed. | am gill at the New Building, luckily,
no one changed yet, and am all alonein the dormitory asKerr isto
be operated on and will not return till next month. | think we have
really secured good rooms, and | am sure you will be pleased with
them, and beddes the price is 0 much less than we expected. | have
not yet unpacked, in fact | dont even know if my trunk is here, they
are only just beginning to arrive. | fancy you have had very cold
weather sncel left, asit isbitter here. | wish the vacation might have
ben just two days more, | don't fed as if | had ssn half enough of
dther of you. But we mug be redgned and wait till Feb. 22nd. M.
Cushing says he has a good play in mind—Don't tell anyone, though.
No more now, | ill fed tired & despy, tho' the cold in my head is
really better, and | have not coughed so much.
Ever lovingly your son

FRANKLIN.
o
“| fear | cannot get the Boer
question .. ."
GROTON SCHOOL
JAN. 11, 1900,
THURSDAY.

My deares Mama and Papa,
Yours of yeserday was most welcome this morning. The memo-
randum book, paper-holder, umbrdlas and " Wild Animals | have
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known'' haveall arrived, and many thanksfor them, also for thefloss-
slk. Yesterday afternoon | worked over my correspondence, took a
walk and had teawithMr . G.

Today was lovely and as there is splendid skating on the river the
choir decided to take a half-holiday. We played hockey seadily until
4:30, then Kated about two miles down the river and back, and | am
tired out now, but my cold is better, and | hardly nctice it. It has
begun to snow now, and the ground is already white. | fear it will
be demp in the morning. The play has been decided on but not the
parts yet, | can't bregthe a word to anyone. | endose Nelli€'s letter.
| shall write to thank her for the basket & cushion. Please ak her to
snd them to Hyde Park, as| shall not usthem till theautumn.

| am to debate in two weeks, but | fear | cannot get the Boer ques
tion as we debate second, and thefirst batch will takeit.

Friday. 8. am.

It has sopped snowing, there are only 6 inches but it is enough to
spail theriver skating.

No more Ever with loads of love,

F.D.R.

Ernes Thompson Sdon's Wild Animals | Have Known had just bean
published.

" My chief workiskissingthe
heroine..."
GROTON SCHOOL
JAN. 14, 1900,
SUNDAY.
My dearet M ama and Papa,

| was too didressad to get yours of Thursday telling of Papa's bad
turn again. It ssams such a grange thing, and | hope Dr. Weber will
underdand it. However | am only too glad it was not as srious as
theonein N. Y. and that Papa is nearly all right again. | hope your
next letter will say heis perfcedy well.

Lag Friday we spent the whole time dlearing off the pond, having
been let off calighenics to do it. However the snow was 0 heavy on
the ice that the pond overflowed on top, making a nasty dush, so that
we cannot do much skating now. A hard crug has formed and there
isgood coaging on Joy'sHill. Yesterday | visited several of our Sunday
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Schodl children's families, with Mr. Griswold after lunch, going to
four or five housss in the neighbourhood. Then at 4.30 we went to
Mr. Cushing's for the firs rehearsal of the play, merey to se what
characters we were to take. There are only four or five girlsin the
play and as only two have at all good parts, | decided to try for aman
part, in which | appear congantly, have litde to say, but lots of acting
and Mr. C. sysitisahard part. Asyet nothing isdecided definitely,
but I don't want you to sy a word of this to anyone, even Helen, as
it must be kept secret. My chief work is kising the heroine (I am her
oousn) and thus | enrage the hero, her fiancés The name of the play
is"Wedding March," atrandation of the French " Un Chapeau de
Paille d' Italie", you may have heard of it. Remember, Mum's the
word. Impress the importance of it on Papa, as it would spoil every-
thingtohaveit known

| cannat hdp thinking of poor Debby, and that | shall never s= her
again, but | fully realizethat it isfor the bet assheisin such a condition.
You ak what foods | bought in Boston. | got absolutdly nothing as
| had no chance However choodlate is my favorite diet, but if you
snd anything up let me know just before as | will bribe the express
niggers not to open the box. Laurie Rainsford has Lathrop's sudy
thisterm ashe & Kerr were in a double one and they were sparated
at ther own request.

| think | shall have to go to Boston on Wedneday, but | have not
yet heard from Wilson and shall not go until | do. Many thanks for
the umbrdlas and note-book which | had hunted for everywhere.

Monday. 8. am.

A thick fog is over everything although | think the sun will burn
through. 1 took my firg fencng lesson Saturday, & found it mogt
intereging but as they come on Wednedays and Saturdays | fear |
shall miss a good many by going to Boston.

Ever with bet love to you both your affec. son
FRANKLIN.

The Washington's Birthday play bang a sxth-form production, F.D.R
wesat lag having a chence to siidy what ssamsto have bean a condderable
higrionic ambition. The drama chasn for thisyear wes The Wedding
March, An Eccentricity in Three Acts, an Endish adaptation by W. S.
Gilbert of La Chapeau dePailled'ltalie, by Michd and Labiche

o
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"Jthinkitrather hardasthere
are so few girls ..."
GROTON SCHOOL
JAN. 16, 1900,
TUESDAY.
My dearest Mama & Papa,

| was delighted to get yours of Sat. and Sunday, saying that Papa is
nearly all right again. | do hope he will be mog careful and never go
toN.Y. for the day and not go as much as he has been doing.

Paul Draper hasnot returned yet. | dont undergand it asapparently
heis perfectly well & has been sen at the theatre and opera. We had
the mog extraordinary weather, this morning it drizzled and there
was dush everywhere, but tonight it will freeze up everything asit is
much colder and there should be a good crug for coaging tomorrow.

| havetried another part in the play, awoman's, but shall not haveit,
asit is being saved for Kerr Rainsford, who will be back from the
operation thefirst week in February! | think it rather hard as there
areso few girlsand | am sure | could do aswell asKerr. Asitisnow
| doubt if | get a good part at all, and M r. Gushing is being bullied
by his Boston friends (!) to give them all the best parts!

| shall not go to Boston tomorrow as | have heard nothing from
Wilson and he promised to write. Asit is| have no appliance on my
teeth now and a whole week has been utterly wasted. | am writing
him avery angry letter.

Wed. 8 am.

It isa glorious day and thereis a fine crugt, so | shall go coaging as |
have a fencing lesson thismorning. Mrs. Sturgis has a " house war m-
ing" this afternoon for the VI form, tea at 4.30, and Mr. G. & Mr
Cush are away, 0 therewill beno rehearsal.

No more now.

Ever with deares love & hage Affec son

F.D.R

Two editorial correttions from his mather: the addition of the word
" well" in the ssoond satence of the seoond paragraph, and in the third
paragraph the alteration of "women's' to "woman's"
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"'...buthefinally backeddown..."
[GROTON]

JAN. 19, 1900,
FRIDAY.

Dearex Mama & Papa,
Jug afew linestotell you how theworld moveshere Lag Wednes-

day there was a heavy crug over everything, soMr . Griswold and |
put on our skatesand skated on thecrug, ' cross country over barbed-
wire fences to Groton, and from there more than a mile beyond, to
vigt the family of a member of our Sunday-Schodl. | never had such
along sate but it was glorious fun and we went awfully fad.

Y esterday, Thursday, wasa half holiday, for the honorsof last years
form at Harvard. They got so few that the Rector w'd not let ushave
one lag term, but hefinally backed down.

| went coagting on the Joy'shill with Laurie Rainsford and M ar koe
and as the arugt was splendid we went very fag, but only had one or
[two] soills

It is foggy and melting hard today so everything will be spoiled
unlessit freezes.

| am going to Boston tomorrow and hope Wilson will do something
as he tdegraphed for me to come

| mugt dose asit istime for me to goin to faculty-supper, it is my
night.

Ever with loads of love, Affec. 3on
F.D.R.

" J cannot helpfeeling that the

Boershavethesideof right. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL

JAN. 21, 1900,
SUNDAY.
My darling Mama & Papa,

In my lagt Ietter of Friday | wasin such an awful hurry that | entirely
forgot tothank Papafor hislovely birthday pressnt to meand hisletter.
| have st the cheque and | am delighted to havethe Sdentific Ameri-
can for another year. Many thanks also for the two Graphics which
were mod interegting. | think you misundergand my postion in
regard to the Boars | cannot hep feding convinced that the Boers

327



have the sde of right and that for the pagt ten years they have been
forcedintothiswar. | am sureyou will fed thisif you only read up the
Boer caz2 However, undoubtedly, now that thewar isactually on, it
will be begt from the humanitarian sandpoint for the British to win
speadily and civilization will be hurried on, but | fed that the same
result would have been surdy obtained without war .

M. Jacob Riiswas here today and this evening he gpoke before the
misionary society, and told gories of his experiences with " Teddy"
on the paliceforcein N. Y. | am going into faculty suppe in a few
minutes and | hope he will be there. Yesterday it poured and | did
not have a nice time in Boston. Wilson found that my teeth had
changed during the week s0 could not put on the appliance he had
made, 0 he has decided to have me down on Wedneday & he will
put in arubber plate. | have cursad him out but he says he is doing
his bes. Today everythingisfrozen, but thereisvery little snow left
on the ground. | have written five letters to teams today so cannot
write more

| debate aweek from tomorrow, (Monday) on the Phillipine ques-
tion, & am working hard.

Ever with tons of love, Your affec son

FRANKLIN.

A common interest in bettering soda and palitical conditionsin New

York City provided foundation for die dose friendship betwean the

Danish immigrant, Jacob Ris and Theodore Roosevdt, which began

when thelatter became presdent of the New Y ork Pdlice Board in 18%5.

Piis, ajournaligt, was nat actually on the Palice Board as suggeted in this

letter. Hisfamaous autobiography, The Making of an American, gopesred the
following yeer.

B e

" Wearepros, thatisin favor of
independance..."
[GROTON]
JAN. 23, 1900,
TUBDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa.

Yesterday it meted hard so therewas no outdoor exerdseto be had,
and | worked somewhat on my debate which is on the Phillipine
guestion: Resolved, that the U. S. should promise the Philipinos
independance when they arein afit condition to receiveit. We, that
is Sam Hinckley, Morin Hare & mysdf are pros, that isin favor of
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independance, against Warren Motley, Roger Derby and Duane
Humphreys. Our opponents are pretty strong but | hope we can win.
Tonight thereis a debate on the Transvaal, & | intend to make a two
minute speech. Mr. Riis stayed over yesterday and last night gave a
most interesting lecture on the poor in New York, with stereopticon
views, and there was great enthusasm over him & the whole school
cheered when *'Teddys" picturewasthrown on the screen. Today it is
still melting hard and there is no snow left, except in the woods. |
walked down to the river thisa. m. It is still frozen but | fear will
break up tomorrow if it does not freeze. | se by the paper that the
Hudson is open at Albany so | suppose must be at Hyde Park. Many
thanks for the newspapers which are most interesting. | go to Boston
tomorrow and shall miss my fencing for the second time! 1t makes me
tired* but | suppose it is inevitable.

Wed. 8. am.

During the night it has grown bitterly cold. | am offat 12 o'clock
& shall wear my ulster. Edmunds sde won the debate last night in
favor of the Boers & | made a two minute speech. It isso cold | can
hardly hold the pen

Ever with love
F.D.R.

The Filipino independence movement had not been sidetracked by the
subgtitution of American for Spanish rulein 1898. Early in 1899 fighting
broke out, and although the results wer e disastrous for die Filipinos under
Aguinaldo, they retired to the hills and continued a deadly guerrilla war -
fare not actually ended until 1901. At the time of F.D.R.'s debate the
United Sates Army's military government of the idands was under
Lieutenant-General Arthur MacArthur, father of Douglas MacArthur, and
Judge William Howard Taft, of the Sixth Judicial Circuit Court of
Appedls, had just been appointed Presdent of the Philippine Civil Com-
mission, to proceed to the Idands in March preparatory to resoring
civilian control.

" Jhavetowash theplateevery
day and cannot talk well. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
JAN. 25, 1900,
THURSDAY.

My dearest Mama and Papa,
Yesterday | went to Boston in a fine drizzle and for thefirst timein
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over a month | have an appliance on my teeth which isreally working!
And such a machine! It congds of a complete roof to my mouth made
of hard rubber fasened on to several teeth, but to cap the climax there
are four angry hooks on the bands around the teeth and between these
are dretched rubber bands as tight as possble which are pulling hard
all thetime. | have to wash the plate every day and cannot talk well
now and the plate & hooks are in the way of my tongue. However
it is well worth the inconvenience if it will graighten the tooth in 2
weeks as Wilson says it will. It is dedting today and the ground is
dippery & wet. | missd a rehearsal yeserday but am still hoping for
the part | wanted, of thefoolish cousn | wrote you about. Still nothing
is decided definitely yet and Cush isin Boston today & won't be back
till Saturday. The bes part of my appliance on my teeth isthat | don't
have to go to Bogton again for two mortal weeks and | will have a
good chance at the rehearsds for a while.

Friday 8. a.m.

It is dear again but not very cold. | am working all the timeon
my debate and hope to be able to sy it off well. It comes next M onday
night and if | win it will mean four years debating without a sngle
defeat.

Therearealot of graduates up here now, who are having a holiday
between exams. Rosy may come up but it is doubtful.

No more now, Ever affec son,

FDR

" | cannot in the least realize
that | am eighteen ..."
GROTON SCHOOL
JAN. 30, 1900,
TUESDAY.
My darlingMamaé& Papa
| cannat in the leadt redlize that | am eighteen today, and only wish
| could be at home with you now, as a Birthday at School ssams too
much like any other day. Indeed today 11 [sic] have done nothing but
work, either on lessons or on my debate which comes tonight | don't
believe that we will win aswe have by far the poorest dde of the ques-
tion. The box of goodies came lag night and they are the mogt deli-
dous things | ever taged. | have st to Groton for atin of condensd
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cream, and we shall have a feast in thedor mitory | am soterribly busy
| will snd thisscrap of f& write again tomorrow
Ever with loads of love and kises & thanks to you both your affec-

tionate son
FRANKLIN.

"...madethe American eagle
crowasloudlyashecould..."
GROTON SCHOOL
EBB. | , 1900,
THURSDAY.
My darling M ama and Papa
Your threedear Iettersfrom New Y or k haveall comeand | am glad
Papa has not been upst by all his gaiety. What a dinner that must
have been at the Reid's! | will gladly try to get aroom for Nelly but
jud at pressnt | am suffering from a dight cold in the head and have
not been out today, but have sat and read in my sudy all morning.
Theinfirmary ispacked with colds, Jeff among them but it isnot serious,
although he thinks he is very ill. But to go back and give you the
news. On Monday night we had a talk on South Africa from Father
Oghorne, a missonary, and it was mog interesting. Tuesday, my
birthday | cdebrated by working hard, and in the evening losng my
debate, through no fault of my own. The first spesker on my dde
Hare, made rather afailure, ashedidn't know his debate at all. Sam
Hinckley my other colleague had an excdlent gpesch but he rattled it
off so fag that no one could undergand him! On the other hand our
opponents were all fair, and had the entire sympathy of the audience
& made the American eagle crow as loud as he could, and Blubber
Derby was s0 ludicrous that the whole room was convulsed at the
funny way he gpoke However when the votes were counted they
sood 21 to 19 againg us 0 you [ssg we werenot o very bad. Lagt
night there was a reception in Ayer to the new clergyman, and as
M. Billings wanted to go he took me with him. Weleft at 7.30 in
a degh and when we got there found the reception in full swing,
every membe of the church, mostly old women and deaf men. |
talked to everyone, said the same thing to everyone for two mortal
hours, and a young woman with a voice that sounded like tearing oil-
cloth sang two songs and ancther recited two dories | nearly died.

331



Then supper was handed round, that is tea (?) ajuicdess olive on a
toothpick one mouldy sandwich, one-half of a cracker and one green
and yellow doyley. Still it was interesting and novel and when we
got back at 10.30 we had faculty supper. Today | have sayed in the
house on account of my cold.

Friday.

My cold is a great deal better and | go out this afternoon to a
rehearsal. Lag night a Mr. Wilson came here and told us about die
Nova Scotia Coal mines & asked for money for his hospital. | think
it isareally worthy charity & gave $2.00 (!)

No more now. Will go to Powdl's tomorrow.

Ever affec. son

F.D.R.

Thedinner-party mentioned herewas given by Whitdaw Reid, Sucoesr
to Horace Gredey aseditor of theNew York Tribune, and father and grand-
father of owner-editorsof themerged Herald-Tribune.

o ]

" Sunday school wassmall today
on account of thebadwalking.. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
FEB. 4, 1900,
SUNDAY.
My deares M ama and Papa,

It isdamp and chilly today, and | fear there will be snow. My cold
ispractically gone, and yesterday | had a fencing lesson in the morning
and gayed in during the p.m. till five when we went to dish's for a
renearsal. My part will be decided postively in the next few days,
and | have hopes of getting it, but they are doubtful. Our Sunday
school was small today on account of the bad walking. By the way
there is one boy in the infirmary with pneumonia, who is very dck,
the Haight boy.

Monday.

| forgot to write more on this yederday but there is nothing to say.
Will write more tomorrow.

Ever

F.D.R.
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"| supposeitiscriminal torgoice
but | cant help itl..."
GROTON SCHOOL
FEB. 1 |, 1900,
SUNDAY.
My darling Mama and Papa,

Joyful news! | have a part in the play at lag and entirely by accident.
Jimmy Jackson had the part of the old hayseed countrified uncle of the
bride Heisddk in Bogon with rheumatic fever & water on the knee
0 wont be back again thisterm. | suppoe it is criminal to reoice
but | cant hdp it! I've got his part, and it's one of the begt in the
play!!!! | have begun to learn it hard and shall have to work hard
asthe play isonly ten days off. We have had 3 rehearsds lag week &
| did well | think, tho' | dont know my part yet. Remember, dont
bresthe a word to anyone yet, till the play-bills are out, & | will try to
snd you one this week.

All your leters of the pagt week have been mog welcome. | dread
going home to find no more Debby in her gall but | suppoe it is for
the bes. | am s0 sorry Papa had that expedition after the yacht for
nothing and do haope he will be able to get something he likes. By
the way | wish you could snd me my old (Papa’s) flanne trousers
and the shortest and baggiest pair of duck trousers| own, asl mug try
sverd cogumes for the play. Mrs. Rogersishere. | went to lunch
with her yesterday. Coleman hasacold. She goes back tomorrow &
will s2you | wuppoe

Ever in hage & with dear love. Excuse awful pen.

F.D.R.
Will write Tueday.

" ... better yet Papa’ sstraw beaver
thathegotinLondon..."
GROTON SCHOOL
FEB. 12, 1900,
MONDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa
Yours of Saturday almost knocked me down with surprise this
morning, and | am glad on the whole that you are going to the
Lawrences and smply ddighted that you will say over Sunday, as
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you will se the play on Saturday again, the [in] the town-hall at
Groton! As | wrote you yesterday | really have a good part in the
play, although | shall have to work like anything to learn it as | got
it so late in the day. | want very much a tail coat and if I remember
right Papa has an old dress suit coat that he never wears. Do let me
know as soon as possible, and send it on if | can have itjust for the
occasion. Also if you have a farmer's hat, or better yet Papas straw
beaver that he got in London last year. Anything that you can suggest
for an old country bumpkinin hisbest London clothes! | am delighted
that Nelly iscoming & | shal say nothing to Mrs. Powell, so that we
can have the big double room. Let me know what day you get here
& what time. Wednesday p.m we have the dress rehearsal & Thursday
isahalf-holiday so come early if you come Thursday.

It is pouring today and there is no snow left, only puddles. | can
hardly wait till next week to s you but this term has gone like
lightning and isaready half over.

No more now.

Ever withlove

FDR.

"At last my ambition of tieing
with Krumbhaar issatisfied. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
FEB. 16, 1900,
FRIDAY.
My dearest Mama & Papa,

Y ours of Wednesday night has just come. Please bring the high hat
besdes sending the other things as it may be most useful. | don't
believe | shall s you Wednesday night but shall go to the Lawrences
at 12 on Thursday. Pease bring dso my low yellow shoes, the heavy
ones with hob-nails in them. | went to Boston Wednesday, but
Wilson only kept me ten minutes so | went out to Cambridge & had
nearly an hour with Rosy. Heiswell and will come up for Sunday
when you are here and will go to the play in the village.

The marks for last month were read out today and you can imagine
that | was somewhat surprised when my name was read out for an A.
the first (and last) in my school career!

Krumbhaar aso had one, so that between us we led the form. |
was delighted as at last my ambition of tieing with Krumbhaar is
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satidfied. 1t came as a complete aurprise as | have not worked harder
than generally, thisterm, and | think it is due chiefly to good-luck in
recitations Warren also did well and wasjust in the upper half of his
form with 6.74 for his average. You know A means an average of
850 or over & the Rector told me he was much pleasad. | sent you
apoge yesderday, and | don't mind you showingit around asthey arc
now poged all over town. | have four good sts for you, & four for
Aunt Kasse but the gym. will beterribly crowded and there are no
more ss|eft. Warren isto play the cymbalsin the orchestra between
theads & heisddighted and will go to the rehearsal on Wedneday.
| just have heard from Cush that he has lots of old top-hats, so don't
bring Papa's but send the straw, also please bring my red cotton socks

[no sgnature]

Theultimate A wasa product of C in English Compastion, B'sin English
and Grek, A'sin Latin and Phydcs and a" Good" in Saored Sudies

R =

" Jamlearning howtomanipulate
thetails. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
FEB. 18, 1900,
SUNDAY.
My dearex Mama and Papa,

For the firg time this winter we have had a good showstorm and
this morning there must be over a foot on the average, although it is
drifting terribly. We are to have chapd in the School-House, as it
would be too hard to get to the Chapd. On Friday night | was
delighted to get the first batch of dothes and lag night the sscond
box came. The checked flannd trousers are perfect, with the s=t
coming about my knees and the legs reaching only to the tops of
my shoes | have not decided yet on a waistcoat, but will probably
wear the buff one and the dress coat issmply perfect, and | am learn-
ing how to manipulate the tails when | st down. Dont tell anyone,
however what | am to wear.

The gage is being rapidly put up, and the sagerehearsal comes
Tuedday, and the grand dressrehearsal, on Wednesday. | hope you
have st Papa's straw top-hat as | cannot decide whether to wear it or
an ordinary beaver till | ssethestraw-one. Y ou ak if you can continue
toGrotonin theFitchburgtrain. Y ou know Groton ison the Boston
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& Maine R.R. not the Fitchburg, but the two roads coss at Ayer.
| have looked in the time-table, but can find no train from Albany
reaching Ayer at 6.32. However thereis one which leaves Albany at
110 gettingto Ayer at 6.08. If you takethat, you can get intoaB.& M .
train at Ayer and get to Groton at 6.30 about. However the connection
is fairly dose & you could not make it if you do not reach Ayer till
6.32. | shall not s you Wednesday but will try to get down to the
Lawrences at 12.30 on Thursday & | can gay to lunch & be with you
all afternoon. | have got four tickets for you, & 4 for Aunt Kasse
but you are lucky to have any asif | had not been in the 6th form you
[would] have had horrid sets The gym. will be the worst kind of a
jam and even the running track upsairs will be utilized. Standing-
room is at a premium, and it will be the biggest affair we have had
at Groton. A spedal train is coming from Boston & will take the
Boston people back the same night.

Later.

We have had both morning & afternoon chapd in the new schoal-
room. It has sopped drifting but the snow is pretty deegp. None of my
Sunday-Schoal children came today as the roads are all blocked.

Monday. 8.a.m.

It isagloriousmorning & cold. | wish you could bring me a bandana
or some bright handkerchief for the old Uncle Bopaddy to wear.

Ever with loads of love your affec. son

FDR.
At et

" | wenttotheBank on Monday
& had mybook balancedO.K. . .."
GROTON SCHOOL
MARCH 14, 1900,
WEDNESDAY
My darling Mama & Papa,

Your three letters have made me 0 happy that dear Papa continues
to improve and | only hope he will not overdo—I thought that the
bird was not only too far gone, but its plumage was in bad condition,
and one eye was too far gone, in fact had been all eaten away, so | did
not telegraph, and hope you will throw it away. A very funny thing
has happened. The letter you endosed was from Thurston the agent
of Westmoreley asking me to sgn the lease which he st me on
Feb. 28th. Now no lesse has come and | can find no trace of it! |
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havewritten him to send another and | hopeitwill beall right. | have
just returned from Boston 8¢ Wilson had me for two hours, but he
spent most of it in trying to make a new band which took so much
time that he could not finish it in time, so | have nothing on now, 8c
am going to go again on Saturday.
e | have tons of work, base-ball letters, my 15 page essay & all the
back work to make up. Tomorrow | am to go in to breakfast with the
Rector. Warren debates this evening & | shall go to hear it. The
weather islovely though quite cold. | went to the Bank on Monday &
had my book balanced O.K.

Ever with loads of love 8c | hope the improvement will continue
steadily.

Y our devoted son

FRANKLIN.
9.30 p.m.
Warren has won. Very good debate Just got the enclosed from Mr.
Hubbard, | don't quite know what to do. | should like to take the
job, but don't know whether people would object. | wish you could
telegraph me upon receipt of this whether you think I'd better take it,
so that | can write Mr. Hubbard at once, & return the letter when you
write. It will not entail my going up to Campo any earlier | don't
think, as Eliot can put the course into shape.
Ever
F.D.R.

The dating of this letter, and of the onewhich followsit, isnot clear. In
each cae F.D.R. wrote the day of the week, and his mother jotted down
"March 1900," but omitted to add the day of the month. Thereisds a
gap between this letter and Mrs Roosevelt's departure from Groton on
February 26th after the sixth-form-play week-end. He may have had a
short illness or been taken away for a short period by his parents.

el

"I don't mind the slanders of

our neighbors . . ."
GROTON SCHOOL

MARCH 18, J900,
SUNDAY.

My darling Papa 8c Mama,
| meant to have written Friday but | have never before had so much
to do. Yesterday | went to Boston by the 11 o'clock train 8c met Mr.
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Hubbard at the Puritan Club. He said that two members of the Exec.
Committee could appoint anew Sec. & Treas, sol amnow S. & Treas.
but I only took it after he said therewasno oneds Gannett would be
good, but L ouly would run everything in his absence so Hubbard don't
want him & there is no one ds who will be there all summer. He
will send all the books etc. to H.P. soon, so be on thelook-out, & dont
open them as there is money ingde. | don't mind thework, & don't
mind the danders of our neighbors, & | intend to hand the postion
back with the Club in as good condition aswhen | takeit.

Wilson put on a plate just like the one Dr. Richmond put onl only a
bar ingead of a band, & he hopesto finish my teeth in 3 weeks! They
arereally much better & if you look at the model before he began you
will s a great change. The snow is frozen tight, about four inches
it don't look like spring. | am so ddighted Papa is doing so well, &
was overjoyed to get the Speckledtater addressed in his own hand. |
have worked day & night on my 15 page esssy on Pope & | read it
tomorrow. One week more! | breskfaged at Mr. G's this am at
9.30!"!!! so had a good desp out. | am going in to Faculty Supper
now so good-bye. Tell Papa not to take too many bathd

Ever with loads of love affec. son

FRANKLIN.

At the reques of Mr Gorham Hubbard he had acogpted die podtion of
Saredary and Treesure of the Campobdlo Golf Club, a job which
involved everything from seeing that the greenswerein shapeto presing
membersfor duesand contributions

" ...splendidtohear of Papas
continuedimprovement. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
MARCH 19, 1900,
MONDAY.
Darling Mama & Papa,
| endose my lease which came today and isall right. | have Sgned
it and after Papa has done 0 & had his Sgnature witnessed please snd
ittoMr. Charles S. Brown 247 Lexington Ave. New York.
| am writing him to dgn it & send it to Lathrop. Also please Sgn a
cheque for $112 50/100 for my semi-annual share of the rent & you
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had better send it right on with the two bills & the leess 0 that
Lathrop can snd the whole thing back to Thurston together.

Your letter was mos welcome, but | hope you undergand that the
only reason | acoepted Sec. & Treas was because there is no one ds2
It is splendid to hear of Papa's continued improvement. It has begun
torain, & the show is going fast

Themail isgoing

F.D.R.

The dating of thisletter isnot certain. Mrs James Roosavdt wrote what
gopersto be " Jan. 22/00" on thefird page but the handwriting is not
very dear, and internd evidence would Indicate that thisletter mug follow
the rderences to the Westmorly lesse and to Gorham Hubbard in thepre-

oeding corregpondence

e e

" Thehonor isnownolonger an

honor..."
[GROTON]

MARCH 25, 1900,
SUNDAY.
My deeres Mama & Papa,

| have decided to leave here on Tuesday at 6 am. for Boston, s
Wilson & catch the 10 o'dock Limited for N.Y . reaching there at 3.
& will take the 3.30 for H.P. | will ssnd my trunk with the boys, &
getitin N.Y. | want to s Aunt Doe off but think | can takethe early
train down on Wedneday, as| don't beieve $e sals till noon. Y our
tdegram hasjust come & | will bring home my pictures of the eeven
but you have the ones of the buildings & | can get them at Hyde Park.
The ones of the play are excdlent & | will bring them home. | went
to Wilson yeterday & my teeth are nearly draight, just think! |
went to the Lawrences today but they were out, ssw Dick & Jim.
Three more prefects made today, but 1'm glad not to be one after the
choice! [name deleted] (what a swipe), [name deleted]!!! 6V [name
ddeted] who is all right. Everyone is wild at the Rector for his
favoritism [three words deleted], but the honor is now no longer an
honor & makes no difference to onés ganding. | have just had upper
at Mr. Gardner's & | had afternoon tea at the John Lawrence's as vera

of uswent to call on Marion Peabody who is saying there.

No more now s you Tueday at five-thirty. Ever
ED.R.
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Here again the correct day of the month can only be guesd at from the
contents of the letter itsdf. " Dick and Jim" were sons of Mr and Mrs
James Lawrence, and brothers of Elizabeth Lawrence. Marion Peabody
was a 9 of Harold Peabody and a niece both of the James Lawrences
and the Rector.

" Jorderedapince-nez..."
GROTON SCHOOL
APRIL 10, 1900,
TUESDAY.
Dearest Mama & Papa
Here we are again, after a most successful day in Boston. | had a
very comfortablejourney in the deeper, & we (Harry Markoe, Krum-
bhaar, L. Brown) & | had breakfast at the Touraine, then a hair cut &
then to Cambridge. We saw our rooms, they are only one flight up,
& the walls are light brown. We saw a few pieces of second-hand
furniture which Lathrop may get for his room. We lunched at the
Groton table, and | left at 1.30 & saw Dr. Morgan who examined my
eyes & says | must wear glassss to study to prevent my getting more
near sighted. | ordered a pince-nez, & spectacles, & they will be here
tomorrow. | went to Wilson at 3, & saw him. | must go for aretain-
ing plate again Bought two pair of shoes & got here at 6.30. Where
is Warren? My trunk came all right. Mr. Woods is shooing us to
bed. Will write tomorrow

Ever
RD.R.
o=l
"Next time you see me you wont
knowme..."

GROTON
APRIL 12, 1900,
THURSDAY.

My darling Mama & Papa,

I'm writing in "specks'! It sems so strange, & | got them this
morning, a pair of spectacles & a pair of " pince-nez". Next time you
e me you won't know me. The package of delicacies from N.Y.
came last night, also my two new pair of shoes, which are very nice,
& tennisraquet & balls from Slazenger. They sent a lady's white hat,
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so | shall send it back & get areal one. Hugh Minturnisnow in the
dormitory as Kerr has gone to the other house, & | find the change
rather nice. Yesterday | spent the morning laying out the diamond,
& inthe p.m. | rolled it & dug out & put in some new pegs. The
nine had its first practice & we play Technology 1902 on Saturday.
At five yesterday we had service in the chapd & | saw Mrs. John
Lawrence who asked all about Papa. Also Mr. & Mrs. Peabody have
inquired.

Today itisraining, & | am sure it is needed. Tomorrow we have
no lessons & it isjust like Sunday. No more now, your letter from
N.Y was most acceptable. | do hope the trip did not tire dear Papa,
& | expect aletter from H.P. tonight. The mail is off.

Ever your &F son

FRANKLIN.
L
" Thefirstisimpossible & I dont
intendto dothesecond. . ."
GROTON
APRIL 22, 1900,
SUNDAY.

My darling Mama and Papa,

Atlast | am ableto writeyou alittle morethan aline. My eyesare
all right so you need not worry in the lees. Dr. Morgan the first
day was unable to examine them thoroughly, so on Wednesday he
completed the examination with the aid of belladonna. | did not get
over the effect of it for two days but am all right again now. Dr.
Wilson intended on Wednesday when | saw him to send up an
appliance which the Groton dentist could fix, but | got a letter yester-
day saying that he must sse me again! and can't put it on. Now | dont
want you to think that | am notjust as anxious as you are to get the
teeth straight, but you do not redlize what it means my being away on
days of games. | should have either to give my work to the Ass
Manager, aV former or dse resign. Thefirst isimpossible & | dont
intend to do the second, as it would lose me not only the ribbon
but the respect of the entire school. Wilson does not redize this &
you can't make him, so | shall write him definitely to put aretaining
plate on, & | will try to go down some day in the next two weeks,
although we have a game every half-holiday 6c¢ | can't possibly go any
other day, so | shall have to missone game | fear.
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But to go back to the history of the Schoal for the pag week. On
Saturday the 14th we were beaten by Technology 1902, but we made
up for it on yesterday by defeating Somerville High School, an even
gronger team than thefirst by the dose score of 10-9. The team did
very well, and although | fear we won't beat . Marks gtill we will
do better than lagt year anyway. On Friday we had thefirst choir-half-
holiday, & | went canoeing on theriver with Burnham. Mrs. Freeman
is quiteill, heart-trouble arrisng out of grip. Added to this her house
has changed hands & she mug [The reg of this letter has been lost]

" | declare, | have lesstime every
day.. ."
GROTON
APRIL 26, 1900.
THURSDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa,

Yeserday we played Boston Latin School, and in a very dose and
exciting game they beat us by 1 run, 3-2. | worked from morning
till night, and am looking forward to another 5 weeks of the thankless
tak. It is blowing hard tho' bright sunshine and it is cold for April,
and | think the spring is very late, just think we are nearly in May,
and the birds can hardly be sen.

Friday. 8a.m.

| dedare | have less time every day. | was called off in the middle
of writing this, & now the mail is going in five minutes. It is ill
bright de chilly; We play Dean Academy tomorrow & it promises to
be a hard game. Hope Papa wont get worried about the " Brynlys"
Let Barbey do everything & have her snt to Hyde Park if you want
to s her. Shecan betowed up. No more now

FDR.

Theyacht which eventually replaced the original Half-Moon wes a Sixty-
foot, eighteen-ton auxiliary schooner, the Brynlys, launched three years
earlier. James Roosevdt purchasd it from Nathan and Henry Clifford

through the shipbroking firm of A. Cary Smith and Barbey, and re-

named it the Half-Moon IL
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" | wonder wheretheenginewill go..."
GHOTON CHOOL
MAY 4, 1900,
FRIDAY.
My dearex Mama & Papa,

Here |l am down again, writing in my own sudy, perfectly cured,
if indeed | was dck at all. | forgot to thank you for the dothes and
doll, | didn't have time to ddiver it before | came down with dissasg,
but shall do so soon. The paint is cracked off the nose but | don't
think it matters, asit would be licked off soon anyway! Also many
thanks for the Graphic & letters from the Capt. | hope [he] isa good
man & not too delicate! | dorit like theidea of a flush deck asthey are
not comfortable in any kind of a bresze and you would fed always
unsecure, unless you have arail. ' You mug have all rigging renewed
asby all accountsit isunsafe Yours of yesterday hasjust got here with
the cheques for which many thanks and Capt. Newdls letter. | think
he has indeed been quick and | hopeto hear of her sfearrival in N.Y .
in avery few days By the way, where did you get Newell ? | wonder
where the engine will go, and why have you changed from Daimler
to Globe ? Yesterday we had a splendid rain, but it deared in the after-
noon & has brought out the shrubs & treeswonderfully; gill the leaves
arenot out of the budsyet, & | suppose you are much further advanced
at H.P.

No morenow, what a farce German Meadesis any way! The poor
Lawrence kids haven't got it yet, so | have hopes

Ever, F.D.R.

F.D.R. headdd this letter " Friday" ; his mather added " April 1900*'

However, on the internal evidence of preceding and fallowing leters

May 4 would sem to be the logical date The doll was ancthe presant
for a Pesbady baby, probably for Margery, cetat. threa

Crp-me

" Jack Minturn asMay Queen, in
short skirts& asun bonnet. . ."
GROTON SCHOOL
MAY 7, 1900,
MONDAY.
My dearex Mama & Papa,
| did not have a sngle moment yesterday to mysdf, so could not
write. On Saturday we had a glorious victory over the Harvard
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Freshmen, the first time we have beaten them at base-ball for five
years. The game was exciting & close throughout & in the end we
[won] with the score 8-7.

Yesterday immediately after lunch | went to call on Mrs. John
Lawrence, & | am glad to say none of the children got the disease
from me. At four o'clock we had school & directly after supper we
went to Groton to thefirst May Service, & had a good sermon from
Dean Briggs of Harvard.

Today the VI for m celebrated thetime-honor ed custom of M ay-day,
though a week late. At 6 o'clock this evening we got the Jefferson's
donkey & with Jack Minturn as May Queen, in short skirts & a sun
bonnet, on the donkey's back we paraded round the School, & then
wound up the May pole. After a game of tag, we all went to tea at
Mrs. Peabody's & had a real feast, then games in the parlor ended the
evening.

| am terribly busy making up the work | lost, & the base-ball, & |
am beginning to write the golf letters & have written 50 Camp letters.
Yours & Papa's of Sunday most welcome & | am so glad the " Half
Moon" is such a good boat, & has been re-rigged. Also it is comfort
to feel that Newell is such a good & experienced man. | go to Wilson
on Wednesday

No more now. Ever your devoted son

FDR.

L eBaron Russll Briggswasoneof diegreat Harvard figuresof theperiod,

respected asa teacher and beloved asa man. Hewasthen Dean of Harvard

College. In 1902 he moved up to become Dean of the Faculty, and in

1903 began a twenty-year tenure as Presdent of RaddlifFe College. The

" 50 Camp letters' might refer ether to Campobello Golf Club correspon-

dence, or to work in connexion with the Groton School Camp, which

(being amember of the Missionary Society and a sixth-for mer) he attended
asoneof the" Faculty" in the summer of 1900.

et

" After all thereare plenty of good
butlersin the world ..."
[GROTON]
MAY 13, 1900,
SUNDAY.
My dearex M ama and Papa,
Y ours of Friday was most welcome yesterday, though | was awfully
sorry to hear about Todd's leaving. | quite realize what a great loss
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he will beto you and I only hope you can get another man who is
equally clean and good at valeting & whois alittle spryer & better at
thetable. Don't let Pgpaworry about it, as after all there are plenty of
good budersin the world.

| am so glad [you] had a successful trip to se the Half-Moon, & |
was sure you would like her. | am glad you are to have an enlarged
cockpit, instead of aflush deck. Y ou do not sy where the engine is
to go, but | presume it is forward of the cabin, as the cockpit is to be
enlarged. By the way when you order the new flagshave the "Half-
Moon" flag red with awhite half-moon instead of blue.

You ak if | don't want to go to camp thefirst week. | should like
to very much, but it is absolutely necessary for me to go to Campo
as soon as | get out, so as to get the Golf Course in shape, s0 if | go
there on June 30th | will have nearly two weeks before going to camp
on the 10th of July. It is very good of you to want to write some of
the letters for me, but | think the letters should be personal notes, &
& | wont send them out till | get to Campo, there is no particular
hurry, & itwill be easy towrite 30 or <0 before leaving school. Mrs.
Minturnis up for Sunday, and hes asked me to visit them at Isleboro
next summer. We have the second May service tonight, & it istime
to start.

Today is broiling, & jive boys fainted in church thisam. I'm very
well & going to walk with Jake to the service. Must close now.

Ever your affectionate son.

F.D.R.

The colour preference with regard to the new Half-Moon may fairly be
taken as Harvard patriotism. "Jake" was anickname for Lathrop Brown.
When the May 12 marks came out F.D.R. got aB generd average and a
"Good" from Mr Pegbodly.

"1 have spent most of the week
at the telephone ..."

GROTON
MAY 20, 1900,
SUNDAY.

My darling Mama and Papa,
| am so sorry | did not write you during the week, but | was so
flooded with work until yesterday that it quite dlipped my mind. |
have spent most of the week at the telephone, having received an
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average every day of two teegrams and three cals over the 'phone,
and all about the blessad base-ball. On Wednesday we played Pomfret,
and defeated them 22-7, an easy victory, asthey had awretched team.
We, that is the res of the school was not allowed to se them as they
have scarlatina at Pomfret, so | received them alone at Mrs. Powdl's,
which we rented for the occason, and they did not go near the res
of the school. Yesterday we were to have played Thayer Academy,
but it poured all day, and they did not come. Next Wednesday we
play Cushing Academy and on Saturday the grand culmination of the
s, . Marks. As the game is here this year all the respongbility
for arrangements will fall on me, so | shall be busy every moment of
the week. | shall hope to s Lyman but it is doubtful as | shall have
0 much to do about the team.

It is cool today and Dr. Parks (of Boston) is to preach this evening
at the Third May Servicein the Town Hall. We have begun drilling
for the Decoration Day parade and | am a sergeant. Three of the
"nine" have the German meades but they will be out tomorrow.
Edmund isoneof them and | only trust no morewill come down.

Itit[ig timefor supper sol will stop, & try tosend alineon Wednes
day, but don't worry if | don't.

Ever with love F.D.R..

e

" ...andMr. Sturgisstepped up
tothebat. . ."
[GROTON]
MAY 27, 1900,
SUNDAY.
My dearex Mama & Papa,

Well, it'sall over, and amoregloriousvictory there never has been.
Imagine a 12-inning—not the usual 9—game and a win by the sore of
7-6 in theend! [|'ve never ssn such a game in my life. At the very
beginning &. Marks made four runs & we fet a bit discouraged.
Then in the third inning we made three, then &. Markstwo, making
the oore 6-3. &. Markswaswild with joy, & | ssw Lyman waving a
huge flag across the fidd. Then for three innings the score did not
change but in the eighth by some good hits we got three more runs
tieing the scored For four more innings, we sayed the same, turn &
turn about, both sdes unable to score tho' we came very near it once.
Then in the 12th inning when we thought it would never end, we
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got one man on basss and M r. Sturgis sepped up to thebat. The
very firg ball that came, he banged away out over the right fidder's
head, easly bringing in the winning run! My, but there was a din!

Theteam was carried off thefield, and | rescued the winning ball from

" In theevening | went to Ayer during supper-time & got some fire-
works & at 8 we had the greatest bonfire on record, & the nine, coach
& manager, were, all chexred again & again. There are crowds up
here & today is lovely. All my work is over, & over successully,
& there has not been a sngle complaint. | am going to row for the
reg of the year, as | want some good exercsg & | know it won't
hurt me.

I'm so sorry you had to part with Mike, but | know it was necessary.
Too bad Emfred & Clara are going. | haope the new people will be
succesful. By the way do send the cheque for my Chapel st to
Mr. G. for $100. not $200. as $100 is the price of one complete gall.
About my teeth, | have a gold band around each front tooth, covering
the entire tooth, & a piece of wire behind the two dde teeth, so it does
not look so badly. |'m so glad the Half-Moon is getting on so well,
have you given any orders about my boat?

Monday 8 a.m.

We had the lag of the May savices lag night, Mr. Sprague of
Charlestown preached, & it was delightful walking home in the even-
ing. We are ill hoarse from Saturday's shouting & | don't think S.
Marks will get our cheering out of their ears for some time!

No more now, Ever your affec. son

FRANKLIN

Do send some stampsl About 25.

The chegue st to Mr Gardne westowardsa fund for pladng gdlsin the
new chapd; contributorswereto havethdr names on the cats

Ol

"Itislovely andwarm, & the

swimmingisjustright..."
GROTON SCHOOL
MAY 31, 1900,
THURSDAY.

My dearet Mama & Papa,
| can hardly realize that the great game is over and S0 Sucoessfullly at
that. Lagt Tuesday we were given a half-holiday to make up for the
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timelost in marching on Wednesday, & | took my first lessoninrow-
ing degoton all right | don't believe | shall race at all this year, tho'
there may be a short one just before we leave. Yesterday we drove to
the village & marched to the cemetery, | at the head of a company, &
after the usual exercises, marched back again. | rowed before lunch &
spent the afternoon canoeing with Laurie Rainsford. Today has been
achoir half-holiday & | took Warren out canoeing, & infor aswim,
as the VIth form are allowed to go in whenever they like. | lunch
withLathrop'sMother at Powell's. They are up here, Mrs. & thelitde
girl [Lucy], for aweek or more. The June system begins tomorrow,
when we have all lessons in the morning. It islovely and warm, &
the swimming isjust right asit hasn't got too warm yet. | hope | can
have the room | had last year at Campo or the room next it as the big
guest room is not nearly so cosy. If thislovely weather continues |
don't suppose you will go till July 1st but | think | must go straight
from here asthe course must be put in order by the 1st. No more now
let me know how the Half Moon is getting on & if you are to have
her on the river
Ever
FDR.

Many thanks for samps & report

et

" You have never told me where
theengineistogo . . ."
GROTON SCHOOt
JUNE 3, 1900,
SUNDAY.
My dearest Mama & Papa,

Yours of Thursday, telling of your visit to the "Half-Moon" & to
Tuxedo ismost welcome. | am so glad the boat is getting on so well,
but you have never told where the engine is to go, tho' | have asked
severa times. Also are you going to have theflag changed to red, and
will you have charts, china, linen, international code signals, etc. ? It
ispouring today, and we are glad not to have to go to the village again.
| am having my golf-club notices printed down at Ayer, and it will
save an amount of work.

Therowing is great fun, and therewill be aregatta about the 20th
inwhich | think | shall row, tho' the race will be at all events avery
short one, not over £ mile
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Monday. 8 am.

The weather is bright & lovely tho' quite chilly. 1 am still pretty
busy making up the "nines" accounts, and am trying for one or two
prizes. Will write again Wednesday

Ever with love

RD.R.
Pease thank Papa a thousand times for his Whitsunday present. Mr.
G. isvery much pleased, & has over half the sdls already promised.

At

"J hope to get on diding seats
within a few days . . ."
[GROTON]
JUNB 6, 1900,
WEDNBSDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,

We are having the most heavenly weather | have ever seen, not too
hot, but simply perfect. | row everyday for an hour and a halfin a
four-oar, but you must not think it is like ordinary rowing, as the
stroke is most complicated to learn, and we are coached regularly by
Mr. Abbott or Mr. Richards. | am rowing stroke the best place in
the boat, and although we are till on fixed seds | hope to get on
sliding seats within a few days. At the end of the term there is to
be a grand water-carnival with tub-races, greased-poles, & races etc.
Tonight the nine went to teawith Mrs. Jefferson, & | went with them.
We had a delicious feed, & enjoyed it immensely. Next Wednesday
the wedding takes place in the chapel, & the choir are going. Then the
reception comes at Mrs. Whitney's cottage, which the Rice's have
taken for a week. After the wedding guests go the whole school has
been asked to a spread at Whitney's about 6 o'clock.

Thursday 8 am.

Another lovely day. | am glad theflagisred, but it is a shame not
to have the cups done in red, as | have often ssen them with red flags
very well done. | shall have the bowsprit put on my boat the week
| am at camp.

No more now

Ever your afec. son

RD.R.
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" Tonight| gotoserenadeMiss
Rice .. ."
[GROTON]
JUNE 10, 1900,
SUNDAY.
My dearet Mama and Papa,

| hope you are safdy at home again after your Burlington trip, and
| think you mug have had good weather, and not too hot. | am so
glad Aunt Annie and Uncle Fred may come here next Sunday, | am
writing them thetrains

Monday—.

| was 0 terribly busy yesterday finishing the prizes| am trying for
that | forgot to finish your letter. | am trying for all three prizes,
Greek, Latin, and English Essy, but | do not expect to get any of
them as it is a forgone concluson that Kerr Rainsford with [will]
get the Latin, Greenough or Krumbhaar the Greek, & Motley the
English. You will be surprised to hear that thereis chicken-pox, and
real meedes in the School. The chicken-pox has been going for over
two weks & there have now developed about five cases of real
meedes in addition to a number of German meedes patients!! Thank
Heaven | havehad them all! so| am not in theleas alarmed.

Today the " nine" went for a picnicwith Mr. & Mrs. Peabody about
five miles off to a high hill where there was a mogt glorious view. We
all enjoyed it immensdly, & had a roaring good time. Lag Saturday
our dormitory had a grand picnic up theriver, & weall crammed our -
Hves chuck-full of ddicades After our return this afternoon the
"nine" was photographed & | with them. Tomorrow the VI form
will be taken, & tomorrow p.m comes Miss Bice's wedding to Mr .
Lawrence. The choir will bethere and the schod is to have a goread
at 6. Tonight | go to srenade Miss Rice with the quartet, in which |
now sing.

On some day towards the end of the week the VI form has a picnic.
Will write Wednesday.

F.D.R.
P.S. | will add a line to let you know about my plans My lag
examination here come from 4 to 6. on Friday afternoon the 29th of
June. | can get to Bogton in timeto takethe 7.45 train for Campobello.
However Mr. Griswold's wedding is the next day, Saturday, at New
Haven & | may gotoit, & takethetrain for Campo Saturday night.
But | shall only do this if the wedding is early in the day. Also there
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may be a VI Form farewell dinner here at Powell's on Friday night,
so | can't yet tell when | shdl leave, but 111 let you know inside of a
week. My list of exams is as follows:

Tuesday  June 26th 9-11. Advanced German.
Wednesday " 27th 3-6  English A.
Thursday " 28 4-6  AdvancedLatin
Friday " 29th 8-9. Physcs,

4-6  Advanced Greek.

Also Tuesday afternoon | shdl go to Cambridge for the Physcs
Laboratory Exam. You se | have very few to teke & shal have a
lovely two or three days here. Blagden & | are the only boys who
leave Friday, all the others have to day over till Sat. morning.

Ever
F.D.R.

PP.S. Your Sunday letter isjust here.  So glad you had such a nice
trip. | must sy | think it would be better to have the flag blue as the
chinaisblue, & itwill beniceto havetheold flag. | will let youknow
on Wednesday whether | can go on Friday night or must stay up for
the dinner, but I think | can go.—

Mr Amory Lawrence married Miss Gertrude Rice; e wes his ssoond
\é\ge. His daughter Edith wes a bridesmaid, and his son Amos wes
man.

" Youthfulness handicaps one in

SO many ways . . ."
GROTON SCHOOL

JUNE 13, 1900,
WEDNESDAY.
My dearest Mama and Papa,

What alot | have to tell you! The school has gone home, in the
first place! Yesterday morning there were two new cases of meedes
& one of chicken-pox, so it was decided to send the four lower forms
home, if their parents wanted them. This am about 70 went, and
Warren among them. It was all so strange & hurried, & we that are
left can hardly redize it yet. About 30 boys are in the infirmary, and
beddes the V & VI forms about twenty unfortunates are still here
whose parents are either abroad or don't want them home. But the
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worst piece of news is that Warren will re-enter the 3rd Form next
autumn. He was discussed in Faculty meeting last night, & owing to
age, character & lessons it was thought best for him to drop a form.
The poor little fellow felt dreadfully about it when told, but | am quite
sure it will be by far the best thing for him, a youthfulness handicaps
one in 0 many ways. He will be thankful in years to come that he
had another year at Groton, & in many ways| envy him. Hewill now
be the leader of his form among the boys & have a good sart in
lessons. We of course go on as usua up here, only it sams very
grange. Jefferson & Coleman (who has one of the disseses I've for-
gotten which) reenter the first form again, as | predicted. Y esterday
at 4.30 we had the grand Lawrence-Rice Wedding, & it was "more
sport than a goat." Only the choir went, & we sang "L ohengrin”
etc. All Boston turned out and they looked quite nice, for Boston.
Edith L. was abridesmaid & Amos gave his Father away. There was a
profusion of flowers & the bride & maids wore pure white & they
looked rather ghostly & poor Edith nearly colgpsed. There was a
grand reception at Whitney's afterward, & the guests went at 6, &
the School went over for their spread & we had a glorious time. How
we ate!  Today the boys left at 7.15 & this afternoon | played tennis &
rode to Ayer on a bicycle to have the Golf Club things printed. Alas,
we shall have no prize-day, no regatta, no out-door sports events, now
that everything is bust up. Y our letter came thisam. & | am so glad
Muriel is at H.P. tho' | am awfully sorry to miss her. The ddls on
the chapel are not to have name-plates according the the [sic] latest
plan, but i f they do | will have my name put in full.

Now about Taddy——. | was not very much surprised to hear that
he had been put on probation, as | had heard from all our graduates
that he was not doing well, & | am very sorry this should have hap-
pened. Hewill not be kept over for probation, as the sudies end the
14 of June & from then on, the time is taken up with exams. However
the probation may be carried over the next autumn. | do not know
what the direct cause has been, whether lessons or bad conduct, but |
think I should tell you now that | know that Taddy hes beenonto N.Y
severd times without letting anyone know of it. If his last exam came
June 7th he may be off on a bat now for ought | know. 1 think the
very drictest messures sh'd be taken, but of course Pgpa must not
worry in the lesdt, as after all it is no affair of ours. Some measures
should be taken to prevent his having his full alowance next year, as
even this year he has had just twice too much.

352



(The weather istoo lovely, & | have never felt better, tho' very deepy.
Ever with loads of love your affec. son
FRANKLIN

P.S. | have definitely decided to leave here Friday the 29th. | arrive
Bogton at 7.30 p.m. & can catch the 7.45 & private-car for Campo.

"Ithink itishardlyworth while
for about twelvehours. . ."
GROTON SCHOL
JUNE 17, 1900,
SUNDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,

Today, | am glad to say has been ideal for Aunt Anni€s & Uncle
Fred's vist. They drove draight from the gation to the Chapd, &
werejud in time for morning service  Of course there was no chair,
but | think they enjoyed it. Then after Church wewent over the new
Chapd, Brooks House & the School-House, then back to lunch at
Powdl's. After lunch | showed them all over the Hundred House,
and took them to my dormitory & study, then for a short call on the
Rector. They left again at 4 o'dock, but it was lovely ssang them
here and makes up in a dight degree for not seang you snce April.
| am very much wondering whether the" Half-Moon" ison theriver
yet, and when you intend to snd her around to Campo. | find now
that Push's wedding does not come until 4 o'dock on Saturday, so |
could not get home from New Haven the same night, so cd not arrive
till Sunday noon. Thereforel think it ishardly worth whilefor about
twelve hours. However if you do not come till Monday | can get on
very well at Campo alonefor aday or two, & | shall beworking from
am to p.m. anyway on the golf-course, as | have decided to enlarge
svera grems & teaing-grounds, & have various improvements made
which can't be doneuntil | get there. | get to Boston Friday Evening at
7.30 & asthetrain leaves at 7.45 for Campo, | shall have a pretty dose
shave but can doit all right, as| shall Expressmy trunk the day before.
Isn't this weather too perfect? Thereisto be an informal prize-day
after all, but | dont think many people will come. | will snd alist of
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things | want taken to Campo in a few days No more now, my
Sunday-School picnic comes on Wednesday.
Ever your devoted son
F.D.R.
| played in the Tennis T our nament yesterday and was beaten by avery
dosmargin.
-

" Jshall needagoodwheel in
Cambridgenextyear ..."
GROTON SCHOOL
JUNB 20, 1900,
WEDNESDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,
Y our two letters, from thetrain & 10 W. 43rd were most welcome.
Y ou do not ssam to undergtand that if 1 go to Mr Griswold's wedding
| should have to gpend two nights travelling and could not reach H.P.
till 1 o'dock Sunday. Then | would have have [sic] to leave again at
6thenext morning, sol can't sy that | think it worth while. Asit will
be chilly in the house thefirst few days, perhapsit would be better for
you not to go till Monday, and | can get everything in order before
you come. However if you come on Friday | will meet you at Ayer
at 3.02 and have my trunk put on thecar. Then | will go back to take
a two-hour exam, & meet you in Bogton at 7.30.
| am going to buy a new bicyclel A Columbia chainless for $60.
As | shall do a good deal of riding this summer, going to the Hotel
etc, and shall need agood wheel in Cambridge next year, | thought this
a chance, as the whedl oogs ordinarily $75.
| hear Taddy has left college entirely. He was summoned to appear
before the dean, & did not go, but smply left college, and he will now
be unable to return if he ever changes his mind. [Sentence deleted.]
We had our Sunday-school picnic this p.m, and went in a boat, 10
of us for about amileup theriver & joined therewith the Woodville
Sunday School under Mr. Sturgis& landed. Wehad a ddightful time
& got back at seven.
No more now, the weather is too lovely. It is a shame about the
"Half-Moon," but | hope ewill leavethe 28th at the lated.
Ever
F.D.R.
Thehatd at Campobdlo wasthe Tenafly; it no longer exigs
e
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"Wethedepartingform, are
feelingveryblues./'
[GROTON]
JUNE 24, [pOO,
SUNDAY.
My deares Mama and Papa,

Yoursof Friday camelag night and | am sorry you read my letter
aloud to Papa if heworried, but | meant it only asa suggegtion that |
should goon first to Campo, in caseyou both preferred to gay on over
Monday, as the golf-club isthe only reason | could not go back, and
personally | fed that | would have given anything for only afew hours
at home. Asitisthearrangement is gplendid, | think, and on Friday
I will meet you at Ayer at 3.02 and put my trunk, valise and new
bicycle on car 500. | have a Greek exam at 4 sowill driveright back
to the School and to the train again at 6.32 reaching Bogton at 7.30,
and from the train will walk graight around to the car.

| have had alot of score-cards invitation-cards and bill-headsfor the
club printed, and endoe a sample. Don't you think they arerather
nice?

Asthey [the] end of Schoal approaches we the departing form, are
feding very blue, and | would give anything to have been dropped as
Warren has We had the lag srvices that will ever be held in the
chapd today, asthey expect to bein the new cathedral thefirs Sunday
next autumn. Mrs. Goodwin was heretoday and | lunched with her,
then took supper with M r . G. thisevening. On Friday laa Mr.& Mrs.
Peabody gave the annual VI form picnic. Wewent to the samehill as
on the " Nine" picnic & had a glorious time. Yeserday | played
tennis part of the afternoon, and drank googletheres at Mr . dish's.
Tomorrow isPrize-Day and my fatewill be soon decided but | don't
really expect to get one, s0 shall not be disappointed. About fifty
peopleare expected, and a gpread will beheld in thedining-room at 1,
when the prizeswill beawarded. In the afternoon everyonewill amuse
the numerous girls, and | dont think I know one that is coming, but
will probably be shdved with a " pill." On Tuesday at 9 | have
Advanced German, and at n shal go to Boston to shop, and have
Wilson fill a tooth.

| will giveyou arough lig of thethings| want at Campo, so dont
forget to pack them, but there are probably lots of things | have for-
gotten, so please ook through my things and bring anything I may
possibly need.
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Acetyline Bicycle Lamp & extra charges

Thetwo big American flags, (we'll be there the 4th)

My rifle. Send by express

Clabroughgun " " " but wrap the case carefully in paper
Coallecting " Will go in trunk.

All golf gicks at home, including my new dicks and Mama's.
Also all balls.

All shirts, tiesetc. socks socks

Patent-leather shoes

Gun-cleaning caxz

New score-book which someone gave me lag Xmas.

Prize-Day. Monday. 8a. m.

It is a perfectly heavenly day, and the crowds will begin to arrive
in afew hours | will drop you a pogt-card tonight if | get a prize, but
16to 1 you won't get it!

No more now

Ever your difec. son

FRANKLIN.

e

" Scarcea boy but wisheshewere
alstformer again..."
GROTON SCHOOL
JUNE 25, 1900,
MONDAY.
My darling Mama and Papa,

"Thedrifeiso'er, the battlewon!" What ajoyful yet sad day this
has been. Never again will we hold recitations in the old School, and
sarce a boy but wisheshewerea 14 former again. Thismorning after
one Sacred Study exam, which developed into a talk from the Rector
the VI Form went out and gathered wild-flowersfor over an hour, to
decorate the dining-room. Then at 12 o'dock the guets began to
arrive, till therewereabout fifty. 1 only knew a few, and before lunch
showed Elizabeth Tuckerm&n over the place

At one we all went to the dining room for a spread, and after all
were full, the Rector made an excdlent gpesch, then one from Mr.
Atwood. Then the Rector's Father gave out the prizes from the head
table, the Form Prize to Krumbhaar, the English Essay to Warren
Motley, the Greek to Greenough, then | was somewhat taken aback
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when my name was called for the Latin Prize. | was presented with
40 volumes, the Temple Shakespere just like yours & you may imagine
| feel rather tickled. After that Lathrop & | took thetwo little Peabodys,
Helen & Rose, also Hester Lawrence on the river, as they had never
been before. The gueds left at 5, and | went down to say goodbye to
Mrs. Lawrence who goes to Islesboro tomorrow but she was out.
After supper we sang songs on the sepsttill nine o'clock & the V Form
serenaded the V1. It is time for bed now. | go to Boston to shop
tomorrow afternoon. This will be the last letter | can write as you
leave so early Friday morning. | will meet you Ayer 3.02. | am send-
ing my picturesto Westmorly 27, where they will be taken care of till
| arrive.

No more now, | can hardly wait to se you but feel awfully to be
leaving here for good.

Ever with loads of love to you both your affec. son

FRANKLIN.

Elizabeth Tuckcrman was a daughter of Mrs Bayard Tuckerman (s
p. 140 n.). A fellow-student at Episcopal, one of the Rector's doses friends,
with whom he carried on an extended correspondence over the years
seeking opinion and advice in the conduct of Groton affairs, was Bishop
Julius Walter Atwood, of Arizona. Helen and Rose Peabody were the
Rector's first two daughters, then ten and nine, respectively; Hester
Lawrence was the John Lawrences* daughter, a niece of the Rector.
F.D.R.'s lag Groton report showed B's in Latin, Greek, English, and
English Composition, a C in Physics and a" Good" in Sacred Sudies, for
a general average of B. The final comment from Mr Peabody was. " He
has been a thor oughly faithful scholar & a most satisfactory member of this
schooal throughout his course | part with Franklin with rdluctance.”

Gt
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HARVARD

THE HARVARD TO WHICH Franklin Roosevelt came in the autumn of
1900 was entering upon the fourth and final decade of Charles W.
Eliot's Presidency. Eliot (likeJames Bryant Conant sixty years |ater)
was both a scientist and ayoung man when, in the face of considerable
opposition, he was appointed President. In the course of his career he
engineered the transformation of Harvard from a small, provincial
college to one of the great modem universities, exerting as he did so a
liberalizing influence upon higher education throughout the whole
United States. The first two decades of his Presidency had sen tre-
mendous expansion in plant, endowment, and teaching daff. Notably
it had sen the introduction (again in spite of strong opposition) of the
‘elective sysgem* and its corollary, voluntary attendance at desses
Students became free, within the barest essentid limits, to study what
they would; as the eminent historian of the University, Samuel Eliot
Morison, wrote: ". . .fin de sikle marked die zenith of undergraduate
liberty at Harvard." This observation remainstrue even in comparison
with the Harvard of to-day. The dective system caused students to
usethelibrary to adegree before unknown, and the number of volumes
grew from less than a hundred thousand in 1869, when Eliot was
appointed, to half amillion in 1900. The sze of the undergraduate
body more than tripled in this same period, reaching an enrolment of
1750 when F.D.R. entered.

As dudents were liberated, so were great teechers attracted. Only
recendy Harvard had buried three of her Pericleans, James Russdll
Lowell, Francis Parkman, and Dr Holmes, but this meant no default
of glory: inthe Catalog for 1900-1, listed among thosewho held chairs
in the department of Philosophy were William James, Josiah Royce,
and George Herbert Palmer. An Assigtant Professor of Aesthetics then
beginning to make his mark was George Santayana. Teaching English
were cultivated, witty Barrett Wendell of daily-theme fame, and that
famed Shakespearean scholar and Harvard immortal, George Lyman
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Kittredge. Thefamousdrama laboratory, " 47 Workshop," training
schoal of Eugene O'Neill, Philip Barry, Thomas Wolfe, and many
others, had not yet come into exisence, but its founder, George Pierce
Baker, was an asidant professor; and the English department was
further glorified by William Allan Neilson, later Presdent of Smith
Coallege, and Charles Townsend Copeland, the matchless " Copey,"
who wer e then ingructors. Edwin Arlington Robinson had just com-
pleted a short period as secretary to President Eliot. In History there
wasthat great 'debunker ' of historical legend Albert Bushndl Hart, and
the scholar-librarian Archibald Cary Coolidge; Hugo Mungérberg
held his revolutionary lectures in Psychology; Langdell was Dean of
the Law School, Shaler at the head of the Lawrence Scientific School;
Professor of the Sdence of Government and future Presdent of the
University was Abbot Lawrence Lowell (brother of Amy); Tausdg
was lecturing in Economics .. . the lig of great names is long.

In the coursss it offered and in the men who taught them the
Harvard of 1900 was brilliant and liberal. In its soda life it was
brilliant. Endicott Peabody often decried (and, being an official
preacher to the University, spoke out againgt) the " gap between M t.
Auburn Sregt and theYard." Inand around Mt Auburn Stregt were
auch expensve dormitoriesas Westmorly Court (whereF.D.R. lived),
and such exclusve dubs as the Fly (to which F.D.R. was dected) and
the Por cdllian (to which hewasnot); on theother sde of Massachustts
Avenue lay the Yard, within which sood the recitation halls and the
old, unprepossessing buildings, badly in need of repair, where lived
thoe who could not afford better—and they were the majority.
Financial security and family background very definitely made a
difference in all non-scholagtic undergraduate activities. Except for
friendships which grew up out of common interests at dass and the
premier gports of football and crew, there were few opportunities for
dudents of different sodal spheres to come into normal contact.
Graduates of such preparatory shods as Groton usualy ate (as
Freshmen) at ther own spedal tables in Cambridge eating-housss, not
in the large common dining-halls. Sophomore and Junior sodeties and
the exdusive Senior 'final' dubs drew from theeranks In F.D.R's
day the Harvard Union made tentative seps towards bridging the
gap, but in essnece no foundation for democracy in the social sphere
was laid until the coming of the 'house plan' twenty-five years later.

The atmospheres of the city of Boston and the University aross the
river have always influenced each other profoundly, and something
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should be said here of the rdationship between the two at the turn of
the century. Harvard'sfirst profesor of the History of Art, Charles
Eliot Norton, he who lamented the sght of the snoke of industry in
New England skies had recendy retired, but his influence was ill
enormous and the memory of him at Harvard was bright. Santayana
(son of a Boston mother of Spanish parentage and a Spanish father)
recallsin The Genteel Tradition at Bay the " sweat sadness of Professor
Norton," who" would tell hisdasss shaking hishead with adight sigh,
that the Gresks did not play football." It was Norton who inspired
Issbdla Stewart Gardner to form the famousart collection later housed
in her palace, Fenway Court, under congruction at thistime. Sceptical at
first, Boston finally acoepted " M rs. Jack" assymbol of her golden after-
noon, and could be amusad to se that lady conducting a young lion
on a leash through Back Bay dreds and unawed when she got down
on hands and kness to sorub the geps of the Anglican Church of the
Advent on Good Friday each year.

One whos slon rivalled Mrs Gardner's in its digplay of Boston
notability was Sarah Wyman Whitman. Though not given so
dramatically to extra-social eccentricities, she was neverthdess an out-
ganding figure in the intdlectual and artigtic Ufe of the city. At her
home James, Royce, Holmes, and many ancther Harvard great were
often ssm. From the evidencein the letters one may presume Franklin
Roosevet had opportunity to drink at these Pierian springs

In MrsGardner'sitalian palace, asin the" Richardson Romanesque'
of Trinity Episcopal Church, Bogdon's bresk with her Puritan pag
could readily be ssm. As Van Wyck Brooks pointed out in New
England: Indian Summer, " thasewho called themoment Alexandrian
knew their history well."

Lace-bonneted JuliaWar d Howe might gill befound at any meeting
which involved a caus and as always her recitation of the Battle
Hymn would take place before adjournment, but she was becoming a
tradition, and so were causss In Cambridge the sgptuagenarian Miss
Sarah Palfrey, daughter of a renowned New England historian, could
be sen pedalling her tricycle round Fresh Pond before breakfast each
day. New rdigions had sprung up in the previous quarter-century.
Mary Baker Eddy, who regarded dcknessand death aserrors had many
followers, and her Chrigtian Sdence flourished. In the drawing-rooms
of Beacon Street swamis from the Eag were often to be found. And
thelargelrish population of thecity inherited the Puritanism which the
Yankee gock disavowed.
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Boston, having passd from her Athenian to her Alexandrian period,
was perhaps a more tranquil place than ever before. And Harvard
Sguare was relatively quiet, too. The era of practical jokes and explo-
donsin the Yard was almog over. Only rarely were inscriptions in
paint or lampblack to befound on Harvard'swalls. Thirty yearshad
pased Sncedielas srious mischief—the blowing up of thetop floor of
Hollis Hall—had occurred, and for more than a decade the College
drain had performed its humble duties undigurbed by gunpowder.
Such pranks and disorders were legades of a time when the average
Senior was little older than a Freshman in F.D.R's dass Presdent
Eliot's eforts to raise the sthoadic dandards made it necessary for
prospective gudents to spend an additional year or two in preparation
for entrance; the undergraduate body was soberer for being a little
older.

Such were the Boston and Cambridge to which Franklin Roosevelt
was exposed. His letters continue to concern themsdves primarily
with the dassmates whom he saw regularly, with the friends in whose
Bogton homes he dined—people his mother knew. As to his carexr at
college, he lived on the Gold Coadt, belonged to a number of the
better organizations, took regular exercise but, with the exception of
rowing in hisfirst two years never participated in team sports He
devoted enough time to his dudies to pass with satidactory grades
but took no honours. He was active in the Palitical Club, of which
hebecame presdent. He served on committeesfor theHarvard Union,
the Memorial Society, and the Hasty Pudding Club. Hedid not wage
time. Living within the confines of the" Mt. Auburn Stregt sygem,”
for the mod part he ate at a Groton table and later on at one of his
cubs attended Beacon Hill and Back Bay parties and did the usua
things—with one exception. Hiswor k on theHar vard Crimson, which
consumed a great deal of histime, provided opportunity for an exten-
gon of viewpoint beyond that of most undergraduates in his circle.
As one reads the letters which follow, one comes to the concluson that
the Crimson was the mos important element in his Harvard career.
Not only did it broaden hisinterests but it became the means of attain-
ing a reassuring prominence in his dass—something he was never able
to achieve at Groton.



"In twelve hours | shall be a
member of the Class of 1904 . . ."
WESTMORLY COURT
SEPT. 25, 1900,
TUESDAY.
My desres Mama and Papa,

Here | am, in Cambridge and in twelve hours | shdl be a full
registered member of the Class of 1904. The journey from New Y ork
was uneventful, and | got off at the Back Bay Station to save the long
distance from the Terminal, and arrived a our rooms at 9.15, finding
Lathrop in an agony of correspondence, but delighted at his appoint-
ment as Manager. | have dready ssen a number of fellows | know &
came out in the trolleys with Jimmy Jackson. The rooms look as if
struck by shegt Lightning, the sitting-room having the chairs and
tables but no curtains or carpets. The bed is in place in my room & it
looks inhabitable but one trunk is the sole piece of furniture of
Lathrop's room, his belongings not having arrived. He is deeping
on his cousin Harold Brown's couch, so | shal be done for the next few
nights. Tomorrow afternoon | shal go in to Boston to get my trunks
& do generd erands. | am hoping to hear of the "Half-Moon's"
arrival & do hope Pgpa will not get too tired in N.Y. | will try to
drop another line some time tomorrow.

Itislate & | must make my bed. With a great ded of love to you
both

| am ever your affectionate son

FRANKLIN.

Lathrop Brown hed come up to callege early, and had won the pre:ssesn
competition for maneger of the Freshman footbdl teem (in his find
Harvard year he was maneger of thevarsity).

ol

"Bought some evening shoes, derby
hat, went to the bank etc. . . ."
WBSTMORLY COURT
SEPT. 28, 1900,
FRIDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,
| did not get a chance to write yesterday as | was very busy. But to
go back—. On Wednesday Morning | signed on and shopped, and
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gent mos of the afternoon consulting with Mr. Coolidge about
ooursss with the result that my schedule is much altered. | am now
taking History, Government, French, English, Latin and Geology,
5% coursssin all. Yegterday | went to Boston in the morning and did
some shopping—hought some evening shoes derby hat, went to the
bank etc. Inthep.m | went to thefirst lecture, in English, & then saw
the foot-ball practice. At 830 | went in to the Sturgises where there
was a grand reunion & welsh rabbit & didn't get back till 11.30.

Your letter and pincushion are most welcome this morning and |
amsogladyougot " Tip", | amdieingto sehim. Too bad about the
"Half-Moon" . | have three coursss today, and of course the real work
does not begin until Monday.

Thereisa Freshmen Foot-ball talk tonight and play beginson M on-
day. | shall go to Groton tomorrow afternoon & day until Sunday
night.

Our Groton tableis great fun & mos informal. Breakfast 7.30-10.
Lunch 1-2 Supper 6-7.30.

| will try to snd a pog-card from Groton on Sunday. | am very
well & Lathrop awfully busy.

No more now

Loads of love to you both. Ever your affectionate son

F.D.R.

Theadviss who hdped to plan F.D.R/sfirg-year aaursswas Archibald
Cary Codlidge, then Asisgant Prafesr of Hitory. Codlidge (brodier

of Julian Coodlidge) had as a young man bem private sxrdary to his
unde, Thomas Jdferson Codlidge, when the latter wasMinister to France
in 1892, and d sxrdary in die American legations a Vienna and S

Paedurg He forsook a diplomatic carex for Harvard, where his
'Higtory One aourse became famous In 1910 he became directar of the

Harvard library, which in no amall meaaure owesits pre-eminent postion
to his eforts The Widener library building, with its great cdledtions

was a particular project of Codlidges and hes bean cdled as much a

memoria to him astoHarry Widener. F.D.R. (asnoted) antidpated most
of the prexribed Freshman coursss while il at Groton, with the result

that he aready had a congderable margin in what he could dect The
ghedule he followed in 1900-1 condded of:

(1) French 2-C. A ocwursein French Prae and Poary, sudying the
works of Cornelle, Racing, Maliere, Hugo, de Muss, and Balzac,
unde thegengrd direction of Asssant Prafessor P. B. Marcou and
Dr J.D. M. Ford. Thiswasa full-year courss dasssmet on M on-
days Wednegdays and Fridaysat 10A.M.

(2) Latin B. A full-year coure in Latin Literature texts were livy
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(Book 1), Horace (odes and epodes), and Terence. Professor Morris
Hickey Morgan supervisad the course with five other teachers
assging. Thedassswerelarge, and held on Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Fridays at n, or Tuedays, Thursdays, and Saturdays at 12,
depending upon theindividual's schedule

(3) English 28. An outline course in the History and Development of
English Literature, whoseingructorsincluded Dean Briggs, Barrett
Wendell, Kittredgc, and George Pierce Baker. Thiswasafull-year
course, meeting on Tuedays and Thursdays at 10, with Saturday
conferencesM at the pleasure of the ingtructor .

(4) History 1. Medieval and Modern European History, under the
general direction of Professor Coolidge, megting on Mondays,
Wednedays, and Fridaysat 9. A full-year course

(5). Government 1. A full-year course in Congtitutional Government,
under the supervison of Professor Slas MacVane, with the assg-
ance of Abbott Lawrence Lowell. It met on Tuedays, Thursdays,
and Saturdays at 9.

(6) Geology 4. A half-year course in Elementary Geology under Dean
Shaler, medting on Wednedays, Fridays, "and occasonally M on-
day" at 12.

(7) Geology 5. The ssoond half-year: Elementary Field and Laboratory
Geology, with afternoon dasses

"Tip" was aPomeranian Spitz, degtined to bekilled by atrain. It wasa
custom for Groton graduates to return to the schoal on the first Sunday
of their first college year, and attend chapd. This " Freshman Sunday '
was particularly fosered and made attractive®by the hospitality of
Mrs Peabody.

"lampretty well unpacked tho

no pictures are hung yet. . ."

CAMBRIDGB
ocT. 5, 1900,
FRIDAY.

My deares Mama & Papa,

I have such a lot to write about that | dont quite know where to

begin. But to go back to Monday—In the afternoon thefirst foot-ball
practice with along run made us iff, but after supper the fun began.

Most of the Groton, &. M ., & &. Pauls & Pomfret fdlowswerein at

Sanborn's, and lagt night | visted the Lords. The curtains haven't
comebut | am writingJ.& M . Painewill ssnd therug for my roomin
afew days | am pretty well unpacked tho' no pictures are hung yet.
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There are gill over ioo candidates for the 04 team & | shan't make it
but possbly a scrub team. | am crazy for a picture of Tip.
No morenow. Willwrite Sunday. | lunch at Surgisssthen.
Ever with lots of love your affec son
F.D.R.

Thiswas not Wesmorly Court gationery, but bore hisown monogram—
the florid, entwined initials" F.D.R." Sanborn'swas a billiard hall and
snoke's pply dore in Massachusats Avenue, in Cambridge Thereare
frequent rdarencesin aubsquatt lettersto the Lords who wereald family
friends Ther son, Sdney Arche Lord, married Beatrice Surgss sger,
Anng, refered toin F.D.R.'scorrepondence as " Nancy." "J. & M." is
Jordan and Mardh, the large Bogon department gore " Paing' is the
Paine Furniture Company.

" When you come, pleasebring
my new pipe..."
CAMBRIDGE
OCT. 14, 1900,
SUNDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,

How perfectly delighted | was to get your letter saying that you
intended to come on to Boston next Saturday! | can hardly wait until
the day, and | shall be at the Union Station at 3 to meet you. | will
get five sds at the Theatre & ak 3 boys to dinner. | don't know
whether you intend to go to the Touraine or the Somersdt, but | fancy
it will be the Touraine.

| have just got back from Groton, but | must go back to the begin-
ning. | went up on Friday at 3 p.m, and that evening about 20 gradu-
ates only came. On Saturday morning about 200 people arrived and
the Consecration Service began at 11.30. The graduates marched by
forms to the Chapdl, the original form condging of 1 grad. The
srvice was mogt impressive, there were 50 clergy in their robes & the
Chapd had 400 persons in it, on chairs camp-gools, etc, it was an
event which none of us will ever forget. After the service there was a
big g¢and up lunch in the dining-room, and in the afternoon a foot-
ball game with Hopkinson which Groton won, 6-0.

Las Wednesday | had received an invitation from Mr. Higley to
send Sunday with him so | moved over to his house (dso Warren
Motley) on Saturday 6¢ had a mog delightful visit there, away from
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theawful crowd at theschool Therewasagrand dinner at die School
in the evening & esthes & ngs afterwards. Today there was
Communion & the regular sarvices & | came back tonight at 7 ddock*
When you come, please bring my new pipe (Uncle Ned's) as it was
forgotten when | packed. | am not smoking as | am in training for
foot-ball.

No morenow. Will write on Tueday.

Ever with lots of love your affec son

FRANKLIN.

The Somast Hotd, in Bogon, is in Commonwedlth Avenue At the
opening of theautumn term a Groton the new chapd was formally conse
aated. The dnge original graduate mentioned here was George Rubleeg,
Groton 1836. The original owne of F.D.R/s appropriatdy cdlegate
aoesry had bean his grest-unde Edward Ddano.

ey

"lamalsotryingfor the'Crimson*...
WBSTMORLY COURT
OCT. 19, 1900,
FRIDAY.
My dearex Mama and Papa,

What a funny mistake we made about your coming on! Your
letter said Saturday the 17th, nothing about November, as without
looking up the date | took it for granted that next Saturday was the
17th. However | shall look forward to seaing you in a short time. |
have bean very busy this week, or would have written before. On
Monday | went to a " Beer-Night" in a Senior'sroom. Itisaregular
ingitution by which a senior has a few of his dassmen and about 20
Freshmen in to hisroom in order to get them acquainted with each
other. | left the Freshmen team on Saturday & the squad isnow very
small. As| wished to continue playing | put my name down for one
of the 8 sorub teams which areto play till Nov. 5 for a Cup. We had
our first practice yesterday & | was dected Captain of the Team. It is
the only one composed wholly of Freshman & | am the only Freshman
Captain. Billy Burnham isaso on theteam. | am aso trying for the
"Crimson" & if | work hard for two years | may be made an editor.
| have to make out notices & go tointerviews so | am very busy.

| dined at the Lord's on Tuesday evening & Mrs. Lord wanted to
be remembered to you. | shall call on the Porters tonight, they live
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next door to die Lords & | have not ssn them yet. M any thanks for
the Graphics & photo on board the "J Moon". By the way, Nancy
wants to se the others taken that day, so if you have any extra prints
you might send them to me.

Tomorrow | am going with Moscley to spend Sunday at Newbury-
port where his placeis& we are to shoot ducks It is not the pleasure
of going with him that induces me to go, but the chance to get some
good duck shooting, which | have never had, & to sse a new place.
Gerry Chadwick may go with us | was asked to go to Naushon for
Sunday by Alex. Forbeswho isin our dass but | should have had to
take 3 cuts so thought it better not, as| dont take any going to New-
buryport. | expect to get back Sunday night. So glad you're going
tokeep "Tip." Very sorry to hear about Mr. Olyphant | hope Papa
won't get tired. | want very much to s the new horses do send a
photo of them, also of "Tip," & the other photos at Campo. Will
write Sunday night or Monday.

Ever with love

F.D.R.

The Harvard Crimson first offered its news services to the University on
January 24, 1873, for a name drawing upon the then undefined college
colours. When, twoyearslater, it was officially given out that theHarvard
flag was crimson, the Magenta gladly followed suit. To-day the Crimson is
alarge (13%2x 20") daily; in 1875 it was a bi-weekly half the sze, compet-
ing in many of its features with theliterary Advocate. It had a number of
mushroom competitors. the Daily News, the Echo, and the Herald,
which produced a disadvantageous financial position, so in 1883 the
Crimson and Herald merged, becamethe Herald-Crimson for awhile, and
after 1891 reverted to the original tide. In 1900 the Crimson had dfficesin
Massachusetts Avenue, and in the following year moved into the new
Harvard Union building. It was in the process of shedding the leisurely
traditions of its pag, and emerging more and more as a true newspaper,
with wide sports reports, occasonal extras, straw votes preceding national
dections, and speedy 'breakfagt-table’ delivery. The A. S. Porters were
the parents of Betty Porter who was F.D.R.'s age Naushon Idand is in
Buzzards Bay, not far off Fairhaven; Alexander Forbes, who invited
him there, was a Milton boy who later became Professor of Physiology at
the Harvard Medical School, and President of the board of the George
Junior Republic.
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" Moseley got 2 ducks, | nonebut
hadasplendidtime..
CAMBRIDGE
OCT. 23, 1900,
TUESDAY.
My darling Mama and Papa,
| cannat tell you how digressed | was to get your Saturday letter
saying that Papa had had ancther attack in the night. | came very
near going on, but was so glad to get your Sunday letter saying he is
better. Remember that it is very easy to go home, & | can get permis
son almost any time. | do not think it would be at all good for Papa
to come to Boston, so | shall hape to go home for Sunday the nth of
November, and | need only take one cut to do .
[Three smtences omitted.
| forgot to mention in my Friday letter that las Wednesday | went
to Southboro' & saw Lyman who isin the infirmary with a strained
somach, which was sious for a few days He got it in football but
hoped to be up in about a week. | got back yesterday morning from
Newburyport. We shot Saturday & Sunday at 4 am. Mosdey got
2 ducks, | none but had a splendid time. Wetook along drive Sunday
afternoon & got back in timefor thefirst recitation on Monday. | have
had mog of the skin on my left hand kicked off in foot-ball, but it is
not bad. Uncle Fred was here in Boston yesterday & he came out at 6.
| supped with him & showed him the room. He has a meeting to-
morrow & goes back in the evening. 1t was ddightful ssang him. No
more now. | hope to hear of Papa's complete recovery.
Ever your devoted son
FRANKLIN.

The omitted portion of thisletter is a reference to his nephew, the son of
his half-brather, who had jugt contracted an dliance judged unfortunate
by the Soddty of the time. A certain furore enduad, undergandably in
view of the fact that Taddy weas a grandson of the nonparel Mrs Ador.
F.D.R. implanted, in his sturnine gppraisa of the event, the advice " It
will bewdl for him...togoto partsunknown... and begin lifeanew."
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"Last night therewasagrand
torch-light Republican Parade. . ."

WBSTMORLY COURT
OCT. 31, 1900,
WEDNESDAY.

My dearest Mama & Papa,

| feel ashamed not to have written you for aweek. To go back to
last week.—I played foot-ball every afternoon & on Thursday evening
paid the Porters a call. Our team being by far the lightest of the eight,
we have of course no show for the cups but we have made a very good
showing & won two games & lost two. We are caled the " Missing-
Links' " & | am the only Freshman Captain. We finish the series next
Saturday & | shall then play golf or row. On Saturday the game with
the Carlisle Indians took place & | took Miss Lord to se it & went
there to dinner afterwards. It was a most exciting game & Harvard
finally won, 17-5. The next morning we dept until 10.30 (!), then
cooked some griddle-cakes over a chafing-dish (which Harold Brown
provided) & had some chops brought up from down-stairs. We
dressed in time for lunch & lazied round until 4.30 p.m. when we went
for afternoon tea to the Sturgises & then dined in style at the Touraine,
the first time this term.

Last night there was a grand torch-light Republican Parade of
Harvard & the Mass. Instit. of Technology. We wore red cas &
gowns & marched by dases into Boston & thro' all the principal
dreets, about 8 milesin all. The crowds to se it were huge all along
the route & we were dead tired at the end. The weather of the last
few days has been horrid cold & damp & drizzly; | do hope Pepa
won't catch cold.

The big game with Pennsylvania comes on Saturday & the outcome
isdoubtful. | canleave here on Friday the 9th gettingtoN.Y . at 9 p.m.
if you are to be there. But if you are to be at H.P. | will take the
1 o'clock train & catch the 6.30 up river. So you must let me know
which to do. The Dean won't count the two cuts necessary to go
home. Many thanks for the papers. |'m pretty well banged up with
foot-ball, butit will be over inacouple of days.

The monthly exams are beginning next week so I'm working hard.
No more now.

Ever your affec. son,

FRANKLIN.
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The Presidential campaign of 1900 was nearing its climax; McKinley's
nmning-mate being Theodore Roosevelt. The campaign, in addition to
providing F.D.R. with an opportunity to march if not vote Republican,
gave him a very important Crimson scoop. The Harvard Democrat, an
evanesoent publication appearing only in election years, had on October
20 reprinted large portions of an article written for the Outlook by
Presdent Eliot, in which the latter disussed the isues at stake, criticized
faults in both parties, and did not dedare himsef for cither Bryan or
McKinlcy. The Democrat made great capital of Eliot's criticisms of the
Republican candidate, and a letter to the Crimson, sgned " Lovers of the
Truth," pointed out that the Democrat had deleted unfavourable references
to the Democratic Party in itsreprinting of the Outlook article. To ferret
out whom President Eliot would vote for thus became a great prize for the
competing Crimson candidates. At the time there was a rule againg
candidates interviewing the Presdent of Harvard, but F.D.R., newly
come and unaware, paid a call at Eliot's home. He was doubdess severdy
rebuked, but in any event he got his story; the Crimson of October 29
had headlines " Presdent Eliot Dedares for McKinley," and continued:
"President Eliot gave the Crimson the following statement last night con-
cerning his articlein the Outlook about which there has been so much dis-
cusson: | intend to vote for Presdent McKinley, Governor Roosevelt,
and Representative McCall, and | have never had any other intention."
The story was picked up by newspapers all over the country, and very
probably assured F.D.R. sdection to die Crimson. Thereissurprisngly no
mention of the event in this letter; however, it ssams probable that there
areome lettersmissing in the period following, which may have contained
a detailed account.

et

" ... 9l 10 of Cambridge was 'tight" . . ."
[CAMBRIDGE]
NOV. 6, 1900,
TUESDAY.

My dearest Mama & Papa,

| was too delighted to get yours of Sunday & to hear about the
cottage at Aiken, and | know you will both enjoy it there. Of course
Papa will take "Bobby" with him. Last Friday we finished foot-ball,
and our team came out about the middle of [the] series. On Saturday,
the Pennsylvania game was magnificent and altho' Harvard was not
the favorite we won easly, 17-5. In the evening we all, that is about
half the college went to the theatre, " The Monks of Malabar" and
regularly "roughhoused" the play. They had to lower the curtain
half a dozen times and missiles flew all over the place. After it was over,
everyone went to the Hotels, | to the Touraine; with 3 others, & 9/10
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of Cambridge was "tight"! Lathrop & | remained sobe asjudges,

then went to lunch with some cousns of Jakes the Thachers. |
studied mogt of the afternoon for exams and in the evening called on
thePorters& Lords.

Yeserday | played squash mog of the afternoon, & called at Bishop
Lawrences house in the evening.

| leave on the 1 o'dlock Friday & will seyou in the gation at 6. It
istoo lovely to think of ssaing you so soon. | won't bring my Tuxedo
home unless you wire me to do 0, & will bringjust my coat-cass
aw the big trunk with some summer flannds. Y ou wouldn't know
that thisisdection day here, all isso quiet, wehaven't heard any returns
yet, but | think there can only be one outcome.

| am sending a chegque to Frazar today. | tried to pay him before
but the sore was dosed, & | didn't want to snd a chegue for 75 cents,
but have done it now.

Ever with loads of love
F.D.R.

His fathe's health was becoming worsg, and his mather had rented a
oottage at the famous South Cardlinaresort. " Bobby™ was James Roose
vdt'sfavouriteriding harse

"What'sthematter

with 1904?..."
CAMBRIDGE

NOV. 19, 1900,
MONDAY.
My dearex Mama & Papa,

On my return from Groton lag night | was too digressad to get
your note of Saturday, saying that dear Papa has had another attack. |
am aure the Doctor ought to absolutely forbid his going to N.Y. |
haope that you will get off by Dec. 15th for Aiken, asthat will be the
only way Papa can have absolute res and forget about the everlaging
D.&H. | only wish | were at home & cd take the responshility off
his hands

Later.

Yours of Sunday is most welcome & | do hope Papa won't try to

overdo.
| went lag Friday afternoon to Mrs. Kuhn's& saw her for an hour.
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Sheiswell; Hamilton not any too well, & they leave for Washington
on Monday next. | am to dine with them next Wednesday.

On Saturday | went to Groton & had a nice visit, coming down
Sunday p.m. with the Rector. Saw Mrs. John Lawrence after Church
& dhe st kind regards but c¢d not find time to walk all the way to
theJames L.s | got back here at 6, found Jake & we dined at the
Surgisss & had a pleasant evening. Today is horrid, drizzling &
muggy. | am going this evening to teach at the boy's Club in Boston.
| have been asked by the Lords to take my Thanksgiving dinner with
them & shall do .

Make Paparest. | shall writeagain in a day or 0. What'sthe matter
with 1904? Harvard 1904-17, Yale 1904-0. A grest victory & Jake
iswild.

Ever affec. son

F.D.R.
| shall wear my dressauit to the Kuhn's on Wednesday.

Continuing to play a part in the Groton Missonary Sodety (sep. 214 «.),

F.D.R. a1t agood dedl of timeat the S Andren's Boys Club, in Boston

. .. teaching, hdping with entertainments participating in arts

Rttt

" Mydress-suitlooked likeadream
andwasmuch admired..."
WBSTMORLY COURT
NOV. 23, 1900,
FRIDAY.
My darling Mama and Papa,

| am 0 glad Papa is really better, and | only hope he will be abso-
lutely well again in a few days and not go to New York again, for it is
not necessary | am quite sure, and isbound to be bad for him, no matter
how quiedy hetakesit. | fed that it ismos important that Papa should
realizethis even if hehasto beforbidden by the Doctor. Also | am sure
it will be best for you to gart for Aiken by the middle of December,
and | should fed much more happy if you take Miss Galloway with
you.

On Monday lagt | went in to the boys Club and helped amuse them
for two hoursin the evening. It isin one of the poores quartersin
Bogton and it is the head church misson of that part. On Wednesday
| dined at the Kuhns and Nancy was the only other guest. My dress

375



it looked like a dream and was much admired. After leaving the
Kuhns| paid a short call at the Surgises & saw Rebecca Newhall who
isgaying therefor afew days

Lag night | went to s Alice Roosevelt at the Leds she came on
Tueday. Sheis going to the Saturday Evening, not the Friday asyou
thought.

| leave tomorrow morning at 8 o'dock in a car of 50 other Fresh-
men, and we arrive at New Haven at 12 p.m Weleave again at 6 &
arrive in Boston about 10 p.m, | only hope Harvard will win, the
chances are about even. | doubt if | s Helen as she sts on the Yale
dde & thecrowd will beawful, but | will try tofind her.

| shall anxioudy await the dothes on Monday, | hope you didn't
forget the double-breasted coat. Our piano is coming tomorrow, $40.
for the year which is $10 off the regular price. It isa very nice one
and of good tone.

Wi ith loads of love to you both | am ever your loving son

FRANKLIN.

Miss Galloway was one of Sara Delano Roosevet's Baltimore friends.
"Princess Alice" was staying with her grandparents, the Lees and attend-
ing a Boston sodial ingtitution known as the Saturday Evening Dancing
Class There is no further mention of the Harvard-Yale game, score
28-0, unfavourably.

o

" Sheworewhiteandlooked very
well. . "
WBSTMORLY COURT
NOV. 27, 1900,
TUBSDAY.
My deares Mama & Papa,

Your telegram came this afternoon and | think you will have found
good weather in New Y ork, although very cold | fear, for it isfreezing
now and promises to be cold tomorrow. | am just back from Nancy's
teaand it was most successful in every way; shewor ewhiteand looked
very well and there wer e crowdsthere, three or four hundred, | should
judge. Susan [? Leg] was there to help beddes many buds, to many of
whom | wasintroduced, ao Lathrop. | wasthere about an hour, and
met every old fogy from Campobello | have ever ssn

Wednesday.

| forgot to finish this lag night so will do so now. On Monday
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night | went in to die St. Andrews' Club & spent two hours. | have
arranged to umpire a foot-ball game tomorrow, Thanksgiving Day
morning, between a team from my Club and that of some other boys
club. That will take up all morning, and | am to have one grand
dinner at the Sturgises in the middle of the day, 130, and then at 7 |
go for another to the Lords, so that my digestion must be strong to
gand it. | got any [an] invitation yesterday from Cousin Frank
Forbes to take my Thanksgiving with them in Boston, but of course
| can't go. Itisvery good of them to ak me, as| don't even know
them, but | shal go to s them on Friday. | got the cheque safely and
many thanks for it, dso the wrapper etc. came & the butterflies are
most ornamental. One of the Brooks suits is just right, double-
breasted waist-coat, not coat, the $31 one, & | wore it to the tea
yesterday. No more now, | shdl go to bed early tonight, 9. o'clock.
Ever your afec. son,
F.D.R.

| hope Papa will be all right in this very cold snap, let me know what
Dr. Ely sys

Rt

"1 don't like the awful*** pill

& dorit know the *** pill. .."
WESTMORLY COURT

DEC. 3, 1900,
MONDAY.
My dearet Mama & Papa,

| am too digtressad about Pgpa and cannot understand why he does
not improve more quickly. | cannot help feeling that a change of air
will dohimgood, so | only hope hisstrengthwill improve sufficiently
for him to think of Aiken.

It is very good of you to bother so about my dances | am writing
Ellen & Laura, and as| dont like the awful [name deleted] pill & don't
know the [name deleted] pill | shall ak either Alice Draper or Jean
Reid for the Metropolitan. Fease answer the enclosed or keep it, |
dont know what it means.

But to go back. On Thursday morning | went out to Franklin
Park & umpired afootball game, went to lunch at the Sturgises, and to
dine at the Lords, so | was pretty well filled, (with food | mean) and
had a most plessant day. On Friday | recuperated and on Saturday
went to lunchwith Mrs. Brown at the Touraine alid went to the theatre
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in the evening. On Sunday (yesterday) | met Sidney Lord in Harvard
gquare at 9.30, & we went to Oakley and had a very good game of
golf, & met various members of the family.

| hugled back at 12.30 & went in to a gag lunch with Willy
Burnham. After lunch, at 3.30 | went to Dr. Parks Church for after-
noon srvice After service | paid severa calls one to the Forbes but
they were out. | husded back here & in again to dinner at Gerry
Chadwick's where | gayed all evening. Tonight | go in to the boys
Club again.

If you decide to remain in New York over next Sunday, which |
think is doubtful please telegraph me and | will spend Sunday there
with you, without taking any cuts, as| will takethe 3 o'dlock Saturday
afternoon. | do hope Papa will improve, asit must be discouraging to
you both but | fed confident that your next letter will bring better
news. No more now; | go to Wilson this week, have written for an
appointment.

Lovingly,

F.D.R.

Alice Draper was a sger of George, Ruth, and Paul (sep. 279«.); she

married Edward C. Carter, sscretary-general of the Ingitute of Pacific

Relations. Jean Reid, daughter of Whitelaw Reid, became the wife of

the Honourable John Hubert Ward, equerry to Edward VII. She and

Eleanor Roosevelt, when they wer e debutantes, taught dassssfor children

at theRivington Street Setdement House, in New Y ork. Five days after

this letter was written, on December 8, James Roosevelt died at the

Renaissance Hotel, with hiswife, both hissons and Mrs Franklin Hughes

Delano in attendance. He was seventy-two years old. F.D.R. did not

return to Harvard until after the New Year. From all available evidence

it appearsthat theloss of her elderly husband proved a degp shock to Sara

Deano Roosevet, and that in the immediate and ensuing years she

turned more than ever towards her son for a replacing companionship.

e

" You must tell me what is the
thingtodo..."
CAMBRIDGE
JAN. 4, 1901,
FRIDAY.
My darling Mummy,
Yesterday | worked all morning and most of the afternoon and
evening, and | saw all the fellows. Our table you will be glad to hear
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began at lunch yesterday 6c¢ the crowd is avery nice one & next to the
table of some of" the other Grotonians.

Today my trunks arrived and | have been unpacking most of the
time. My bronze is much admired. | am too worried about dear
Uncle Warren, | hope you will telegraph if he is really worse, | am
beginning to fear that it may be typhoid.

| received the enclosed from Sidney. As | don't know whether a
wedding is considered a "society** event like a dance | don't know
what to sy to it but you must tell me what is the thing to do.

Itiscold today & tonight | shall work while most of the fellows go
to the Friday Evening.

Do write me about Uncle Warren.

Ever lovingly

F.D.R.
| am wondering if you are going to N.Y . tonight or tomorrow but
don't know so will send this to Hyde Park

This letter, and mogt of those which followed it during the course of the
next year, were written on heavy black-bordered saionery.

e ol

" The printscamelast night and
aremuchadmired. . ."
CAMBRIDGE
JAN. 6, 1901,
SUNDAY.
My deares Mummy,

Two letters from you, one from H.P. & the other from N.Y . came
yesterday, and | am surprised that you had not received at least the
letter which | posted Thursday morning soon after my arrival here.
| telegraphed & your Saturday letter from N.Y . spesks of receiving it.
Yesterday afternoon | went out to Hammond's Pond & skated and
played hockey

Today | dept till 10 o'clock and then Lathrop Harold & | cooked
a most sumptuous breskfast on two chafing-dishes, scrambled-eggs,
susges, toast, etc. As it was so late we ae no lunch, & this evening
we are to cook our supper in the same way, & are to make griddle-
cakes. | am glad that Uncle Warren'siillnessis still called grippe, and
only hopeit will not develop into typhoid

| amwriting Aunt Lauratoday and will postit tomorrow morning.
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The prints came last night and are much admired by everyone, as
is the bronze. My hat came aso, thanks for it, and the Lessing has
cometoo; | amwriting Aunt Annie.

Just think | shall be home two weeks from next Friday.

Lovingly,

F.D.R.
Y ou gave me plenty of money & | haven't used it up yet. | am going
for the Book-Case this week.

"Ifeel as you do that dear Papa

would have liked me to usher . . ."
CAMBRIDGE

JAN. 8, 1901,
TUESDAY.
My deares Mummy,

No letter from you today but yours of Sunday made me happy
yesterday. | am too sorry Uncle Warren's case has been pronounced
typhoid, but I hope that the worst of the suffering is over and that
tbo* slow his recovery may be without any setbacks.

| fed as you do that dear Pgpa would have liked me to usher at the
Lord'sin June. | have not told them | w'd yet asNancy isin Phila. and
Dr. Lord in the South, on ashooting trip.

The delightful rug & quilt came today & are too pretty, the rug is
already down & looks so well. | am using my old quilt to cover my
trunk & my roomsis perfect now.

It hes been warm yesterday & today & the ice too soft to Skete on,
so | have worked & hung my new pictures.

I may spend next Sunday quietly with Tom Beal in Boston as he
sys he should have no one d= & we sd go to church with hisfamily
Sunday morning, but | shan't do it if he hes a single other person in
thehouse. Incaxe | do| shall go to Groton the Sunday after. No more
now, | have avile pen & vilerink & | am going to bed asit is 10:30.
Good hours you s=

Ever lovingly
F.D.R.

One of F.D.R.'s Harvard dassmaes a good friend and an usher & his
wedding, wes Thomeas Prince Bedl, later president of the Ssoond National
Bank of Boston.

o pa
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"l wish | could be home to help

mark thetrees.. ."
[CAMBRIDGB]

JAN. 12, 1901,
SATURDAY.
My deares Mummy,

Yours of Wednesday and Friday are most welcome. | am so glad
theice isin, we have had a good fall of snow, that is about 6 inches,
and there is sleighing. | hope the men will get the wood in while
the snow lagts. | wish | could be at home to help mark the trees. It
rained Thursday, snowed part of yesterday and today.

| have been working for the exams, and this evening am going to
Tom Beal's for Sunday, and will not come out here till early Monday
morning & will write you again then.

| am glad Uncle is not any worse, and | trust his recovery will be
deady. On my letter to Aunt Laura | put a two-cent postage-stamp,
but redlized it too late, after it was posted. | was in Boston yesterday
& left my card-dye [die] there as it is easer to have it done there; |
ordered 50 cards.

No morenow, | shall be home aweek from next Friday & can hardly
wait for the day.

Ever lovingly,

F.D.R.
I will buy Julian Coolidge's present tomorrow

His former Groton medter, Julian Coolidge, was how an ingructor in
Mahardgics a Harvard; on January 17 he was married to Miss Theresa
Reyno

" Tom & | went to see a bicycle

raceon anindoor track
CAMBRIDGE

JAN. 16, 1901,
WEDNESDAY.
My deares Mummy
| am sorry not to have written since Saturday and there is much to
tell; On Saurday evening | went in to the Beal's about 6 pm. and
after dinner Tom & | went to s a bicycle race on an indoor track.
On Sunday we all went to Trinity Church in the morning and in
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the afternoon Tom and | took a very long deighride way out into the
country. We passd a quiet evening and returned to Cambridge just
in time for a9 o'clock lecture Monday am. Yeserday was a horrid
day, melting, and today is the same everything swimming

My exams come on the days | told you but on very bad hours, on
Friday the 25th | have Geology at 2.30 p.m, lagting till 5.30, so | shall
take the midnight and go to Hyde Park by the eerliest train Saturday.
| hope Aunt Doe got in safdy, | hope to s that the " Majestic’ isin
by the morning papers | am writing her to Algonac.

| am glad all theiceisin before this thaw. Sorry about Top-Sail.
Have you heard anything about the " Yacht". If you write me | will
go to Searnsin Bogton & tell him about her and aso advertize in the
"Rudder". Nomorenow, will writeon Friday.

Lovingly

F.D.R.

| goto Groton for Sunday.

One of Sra Ddano Roosevdt's readtions to her hudsand's degth wes a

desreto I theHalf-Moon 77, which had bean very much a part of ther
life together; the boat wes conssquendy being advertised in the two

yachting magaanes mentioned, ana d< offered through SearnsMarine,

a Bogon shipbroking firm.

" 7havefound someadditionsto
our familytree..."
CAMBRIDGE
JAN. 21, 1901,
MONDAY.
My deares Mummy,
| wroteyou [a] note on Saturday, just before | went to Groton but
| found it in my overcoat pocket this morning, having forgotten to
mail it. 1 went to the Schoal after lunch on Saturday and came back
herelag night | had a nice gay at the Rector's and yesterday lunched
alone with the John Lawrences
| saw Mrs. James L. and she set her love to you and thought it very
good of you to let her have the apartment. | began work today for
the Freshman Crew, it conggs for the next month of work in the
gymnasium on machines | am not sure if we can get off during the
mid-years more than once, but | will come home Friday unles | tele-
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graph you. | will leave here by die 5 o'clock train, reaching N.Y. a
11 o'clock & will go straight to the Renaissance.

On Saturday it wasterribly cold, & | had avery cold drive up to the
School, but today it isvery warm again with puddies everywhere. |
have found some additions to our family tree, the genealogy of the
Pomeroy ancestors who married Experience Woodward in 1661. |
will bring it home on Friday, & it will give us several additional dates.
Give my love to Aunt Doe. | amworking hard for the mid-years.

Lovingly

F.D.R.

Experience Woodward married Medad Pomeroy, the son of Eltweed;
from this Puritan joining together arose Thankful, who married Benjamin
Lyman, who begat Jossph Lyman, who was the gregi-grandfether of
Catherine.

" It seemsto me| like the Angel
of theResurrectionbest. . ."
[CAMBRIDGE]
FEB. 3, 1901,
SUNDAY.
My deares Mama,

| have been so busy that | haven't had time to write aline for days.
Y esterday | took the English 28 exam and think | passed. | worked all
evening while Lathrop went to the theatre, and today | dept late & we
cooked our own breakfast-lunch combination. The package of goodies
came from [S.S] Pierce yesterday, just in time to aid usin our feest
today. They are all delicious and a most delightful birthday present,
which will give pleasure to alarge number of boys.

Yours of Friday arrived this am. and it ssams to me that | like the
idea of the Angel of the Resurrection perhaps best with the "Good
Shepherd" as second choice. Y ou must decide about it, and let me
know the details more fully. Wasn't Nelly thoughtful? She sent me
ds a blotter & paper holder for my birthday & | am writing her
straight to California. | sentanoteto F.A.D. [Frederic A. Delano] to
the Adam's House, in Boston where he stayed last time, but have heard
nothing from him today. Areyou sure it was this Sunday & not last
that he wasin Boston. The rowing continues, & is pretty hard work.
French exam tomorrow & Latin on Tuesday. | fear | can't get of f the
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rowing possibly on Saturday so may go to Groton for Sunday. No
more now
Love to Aunt Doe
Ever dfec
F.D.R.

The discusson of Biblical figures here pertains to a memorid to her
husband which Sara Ddlano Roosevelt was considering having placed in
St James Church. It wes to be a window; not until more than twenty
yearslater wasit actudly installed. The old Adams House, in Washington
Street, in Boston, was espedidly famous for its dining-room.

e

"Ifound it in hispocket today ..."
[CAMBRIDGE]
FEB. I, 1901,
MONDAY.
My dearet Mummy

| wrote you anote Friday & gave it to Gerry Chadwick to post & |
found it in his pocket today s0 | will go back to the events of last week.
| took the Government exam on Thursday and rowed Friday after-
noon Friday morning | went down to Beverley with T. Beal & we
deighed for two hours, abeautiful day & | came back & lunched with
him & came out herein time to row at 3.30. On Saturday Lathrop &
| left at 10.37 & got to Fairhavenintimefor lunch. After lunchlL. & |
drove all over N. Bedford & Fairhaven in a buggy & saw afirein
N.B. & had a glorious time. On Sunday morning we all went to
Churchin N.B. & visited the Swifts afterwards. After Lunch Uncle
W. [Warren Delano] L & | went to the Fort & | paid avisit to the
Church cousins. After a luscious tea we left at 530 & got back here
about eight.

Nancy isto bemarriedin April, they changed their plans suddenly a
few weeks ago. Of course | shall not be usher & have told Sidney how
sorry | am. The cake came safdly & was most delicious, we all enjoyed
it, & thelast of it went today.

Tuesday.

The weather continues cold & fine. The rowing squad has been cut
down & half the fellows are dropped. | am still kept strange to sy &
there are only 50 left. | am taking anew half course, Geology 5 which
is laboratory & field work. | have heard from two of my exams,
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History, B, Latin D+ so | got thro* the latter better than | expected,
& got an honor in History. Thereisavery dight chance of my coming
homefor Feb. 22, 23, 24 but very dlight.
No more now, love to Aunt Doe
Affec.
F.D.R.

The Swifts were the parents of his Harvard dassmate John Baker Swift,
junior. A feature 01 the Revolutionary e at Fairhaven wes Fort
Phoaiix. The "Church cousns' rdationship came through Deborah
Church, who married the original Warren Ddano.

e

"1 haverowed every day & hadthree
GleeClubrehearsals. . ."
[CAMBRIDGE]
FBB. 16, 1901,
SATURDAY.
Deares Mummy,

| am just off to Groton for Sunday (3 p.m) & shal come back
Monday am.

Aunt Jennie& UncleWarren came hereon Thursday afternoon with
Cousin ArchieHowe & saw theroom. | have rowed every day 8c had
three Glee Club rehearsds this week. The concerts begin in two
weeks,

Lagt night | went out to Oakley with the Lords to toboggan. The
dide was perfect & there were no other people there

My train goesin 20 minutes. | will write when | get back. | dont
believe | can get off next week to go home. | shan't go to the play
at Groton the 22nd as there would be a crowd there.

| got a C+ in Geology 4 & a B— in French so have had two honors
& dill have two subjeds to hear from.

With love & hage
F.D.R.

F.D.R. wasamembe of the Frehman Glee Club, but did not becomea
membe of the Universty dub. "Cousn Archie Howe' wes rdated
through Catherine Lyman,
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" | shall Hay here quietly ..."
CAMBRIDGE
EBB. 18, 1901,
MONDAY.
My deares Mummy,
| got back from Groton thisa.m at 9 0'clock, just in timefor History
and found yours of Saturday. | am glad you have not decided any-
thing about the window until you s English desgns | think the
idea of the consecration service is very good.
| got to Groton Saturday at four o'cdlock and had a nice visit there.
Nothing much happened, but | saw the remains of the Jefferson's
house which burned down las Wednesday. They managed to save
mogt of the furniture (it was at 4 p.m) but the house being of wood
burned to the ground. It belonged to M r. Gardner, & Jef'sfurniture
was inaured. TheJ'sare now living in the Griswold's house & the
G's have moved to Brooks House. There were four or five other
graduates there & we had a nice time together.
| can't come home on Saturday as we get off only for the 22nd. |
shall stay here quiedy. | do not know whether | ought to go to Groton
for the 2nd play on Saturday. Aunt Kasse will be there & | should
like to se them but dont want to ssea crowd, so | am undecided. The
book-case turned out to be just \ inch too wide for the gace & it was
the narrowest | could get. | have got a beautiful table & it looks very
well between the two front windows.
Lovetoyou & to Aunt Doe

Affec. son
FRANKLIN.
e
"I sang 'Maggie Dooley'. . ."
CAMBRIDGE
FEB. 22, 1901,
FRIDAY.

My deares Mummy,

| am delighted that you are going to Fairhaven next week, and if
you go on Friday, | can get there on Friday at 6.20 in the evening. |
hope you will be able to do thisas | c¢d then be with you for two
whole days in Fairhaven. It will belovely seang you both so soon &
| am looking forward to it. Lathrop may come down Saturday, he
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isup at the play at Groton. | am going up tomorrow afternoon, but
shall keep in the background as | dont want to se many people. They
will be chiefly villagers, anyway, but | shall se Mrs. Rogers. | beieve
Aunt Kasse & Muriel are coming to Boson on Monday, at leas
Pierre Lorrilard tels me 0, & | hope they will come out to sse my
room.

The weather is fine but melting. The annual dinner of the Groton
Club of Harvard was held on Tuesday night at the Somersst & was a
glorious success  All the old play songs for several years back were
reging & | sang " Maggie Dooley ". Lag night | tried for the" Varsity"
Glee Club & sang "Matinata". Of course | have no show of making
it but it w'd be a great thing if | c'd ever get on it. The Freshman Glee
Club hasjust had a rehearsal herein our room, & we have 3 a week o
you se it all takes time.

No more now. Loveto you & Aunt Doe

Affec.
F.D.R.

Pierre Lorillard, junior, scion of the tobacco family, was in F.D.R/s
Harvard dass The senior Mr Lorillard had, years before, purchased a
large section of land surrounding a small lake about twenty-five miles
south-cast of Newbur gh, where heand a few friends built homes and had
a shooting club. This eventually grew into the privately owned com-
munity of Tuxedo Park, where Aunt Kasselived.

" At ten o'clock thefirebell rang ..."
[CAMBRIDGE]

MARCH 7, 1901,
THURSDAY.
My deares Mummy,

Yours written on the train came this morning & | hope you got
home safdy & comfortably. | am to lunch with Aunt Doe today at
Mrs. RusHl's & dine with her somewhere this evening.

Lad night there was a great excitement here. At ten o'cdlock the fire
bell rang & Trinity Hall an old wooden building had the two upper
dories entirely gutted & everything dse soaked. | was in the building
helping save some suff & got soaked by water & was nearly frozen
afterwardsl About 15 felows logt nearly all they had, & the fire was
not out till after midnight.
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| cannot tell you how | enjoyed sseing you at Fair Haven & here &
will come homeif | possbly can get off my rowing.
Thisisjust alineas| am awfully busy
Affec
F.D.R.

Hiscousn Mary RussHl was Frank Forbes sder.

=l

" Wehaveall beento Church here..."

THE HOMESTBAD [FAIRHAVBN]
MARCH 10, 1901,
SUNDAY.
My deares Mummy,

Aunt Doe, Harold Brown and | came down herelag night arriving
at 6 ocock. As Lathrop could not come nor Alexander Forbes |
brought Lathrop's cousn Harold indead. But to go back, on Thurs-
day | lunched at Mrs. RusHl's with Aunt Doe and dined at the
"Touraine" with her and Mrs. Low. On Friday afternoon | went
with her and saw Mrs. Frank Forbes, do left a card at the Murray
Forbes | had to go back early to row & had a Glee Club rehearsal in
the evening.

We have all been to Church here and been to the fort. After lunch
Harold and | aregoing for a short drive & we leave by the 5.35 train.

It drizzled yesterday and is cloudy & damp today, but quite mild.
| found your letter here and know how busy you must be. | was
aurprised to se the endosed dip in yesterday's Herald (N.Y) | am
ddighted that M r . Bacon hastaken the houseif it istrue.

Poor Mary isreallyill, & theDoctor sysshewill bein bed for sveral
weeks,

No more now, | will write from Cambridgein a day or two.

With lots of love

F.D.R.

The James Murray Forbes were some more of his multifarious Forbes

ooudng all reated through Aunt Dora's two marriages John Murray

Forbes who died in 1898, had bemn one of thefirg andmost suaoesdul of

the RusHl and Co. partnes The "endosed dip” rferred to a amall

* Sodety' nate which gppeared on page 10 of the New York Herald for

March 9, and read: " Aiken, S.C, Friday—Mr. Robert Baoon, thewell-

known polo-player, who has sub-rented the Henderson cottage from the

edate of James Roosevdt, will arrive on Monday." Mr Baoon, gpoken of
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in thisitem for hispolo, became rather better-known for hisdiginguished
ambessdarship to France from 1909 to 1912, "Poor Mary" was Mrs
Mary Olsan, housskegper at Fairhaven for over three decades

™

" | amglad not to have my Stamp
Albumasl really havenottime..."
[CAMBRIDGE]
MARCH 19, 1901,
TUESDAY.
My deares Mummy,
| forgot to writelag night asl went in to the Boy's Club. | got here
sfdy yesterday morning, the train being i| hours late, so that | did
not reach Cambridge until 845. Still 1 had time for a very good
breskfag before my nine o'clock recitation. | rowed both yeserday
& today, & | asureyou it washard work & bitterly cold.
| cannat tell you how much | enjoyed my two days with you, &
the Sunday walk. | am glad not to have my Stamp Album here as |
really have not time. My Scientific American has begun coming &
| am very glad to have it again.

No more now
Ever devotedly
F.D.R.
e
" Thereisnohurryandwemust
haveagoodone..."
[CAMBRIDGE]
MARCH 25, 1901,
MONDAY.
My deares Mummy,

| fed asif much had happened sncel lag wroteyou, and | wasmuch
shocked at Mr. Pdl's death. | know what a comfort you must have
been to Frances and her Mother. | fully intended to come on for the
funeral, but seang in the papearsthat it was to be private, | tdegraphed
you. If | had come | sh'd have had to cut rowing and three recitations.

| was much amused over MacCarty's letter but heisindeed a great
loss and is a fool not to keep his good postion as he is sure to come
to grief some day. | hope Frederick's infant will help to keep him
deady; a0 that you will be able to get somebody good for a buder.
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| hope you wont decide too soon asthereisno hurry and we mug have
agood one.

On Sunday evening | dined at the Frank Forbes Mr. & Mrswent
out dsewhere but the young people were in & | had a nice evening.
Tonight | am to dinewith Mrs. Low at the Albemarle Se then go to
the Boy's Club & after the Boy's Club to the Lord's.

| am off for rowing.

Lovingly

F.D.R.

IMr Alfred Pdl was the old family friend mentioned often in previous

dters

bt

" [tismuch colder & theriveris

not pleasant. . ."
[CAMBRIDGE]

MARCH 29, 1901,
FRIDAY.
My deares Mummy,

The mod important news is that lag night was held the dection of
officers of the Freshman Glee Club.

Presdent—Geo. L awton,

Secretary—F. D. Roosevelt

Gen. Manager, L. Brown.

Lathrop will have to make all arrangements for the concerts of the
1904 Musical Clubs, & hewill have hard work, | don't have so much
but have to sgn the membership certificates for the whole Club.

On Wednesday the Newell crews were temporarily graded. | was
put on the fourth as Stroke and was dected Captain but thereis talk
of regrading us & | may be taken up to the 3rd crew.

| think | shall go to Groton for Eager Sunday, but as the '04 races
arenct until the25th April or thereabouts| wont get off for morethan
two days during the halidays.

Sunday.

| forgot to finish this Friday. Our crews were regraded yeserday
and | am now on the 3rd Crew and was dected Captain of it lagt
night. Itis much colder thelag few days & theriver isnot pleasant. |
went this am to hear M r. Peabody preach at Emmanuel Church &
lunched at the Bedls afterwards. | am going to the Lords now & shall
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day to dinner. My Crimson work begins tomorrow so | shall be
terribly busy, as | intend to work very hard for it. Yours of Friday
telling of the silver came this am. | am most touched 8c am very
anxiousto seit. Itisathing we must aways cherish.

Goodbye now asitistime for meto dress. | will write againin a
day or 0

Affec
F.D.R.

At Harvard there were two boating dubs, die Weld and the Newell. In
the spring, following the dass championship races the club crews were
graded—seniar, junior, and intermediste—and in May raced for the
various club championships, and in the local Boston regatta. The bet of
the club crews often rowed outsde raoes with other colleges. The Weld
Boat Club was formed in 1890, following the gift of a boathouse by
George Walker Weld, of the Class of i860. Nine yeas later, while
Lehmann was coaching the varsity, the Newell was organized to compete
with the Weld; it was named dter Marshal Newell, of the Class of 18%4,
afineahlete who had rowed in three varsity crews, and who was killed
in an acddent in 1897. The mention here of "the silver” rfersto alegacy
from F.D.R/s father.

"Jhave promised Francestogive

atalkto her boys
CAMBRIDGE

APRIL 7, 1901,
SUNDAY.
My dearest Mummy,

Well, | am here in Cambridge instead of being at Groton. Last
night | intended to go up but was given so much work to do for the
"Crimson" that | could not get away & was much disappointed. |
find that | have to work three or four hours every day on the " Crim-
son" assgnments. Today | went for morning service & Communion
with Lathrop to Emmanuel Church & &fter that to lunch at the
Thorndike's. | have worked again for the Crimson from 4 p.m. to
11 p.m. & | am now off for bed. | will be home on Saturday night or
Sunday morning & will be able to stay for three days, then | must
come back for the rowing. | have promised Frances to give atalk to
her boys on Monday afternoon so will have to bein town that day. |
must stop now as it is late, | am going to bed every night at 11. |
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wish | ¢'d have been at home for Easter but have been working as a
reporter instead.
Lovingly
RD.R.

The Thorndikes were the parents of his dassmate John R. Thorndike.
Frances Pell wasat thistimelisted asa" Non-resident Volunteer Worker"
for Hardey House, a sdttlement house in New York which had been
opened four years previoudy by the N.Y . Association for Improving the
Condition of the Poor. The buildings wer e the gift of Marcellus Har dey.
In thefirst annual report it was dated that: " The idea of the Association
in egablishing Hartley House was, primarily, to create a small * home-
keeping' school, where poor girls could be taught how to make and keep
ahomeneat and tidy and attractive/" By 1901, at thetimewhen F.D.R.
sooke there, a" Young Men's Club" had been added to the programme
of the setdement.

"lam hoping & praying that he
wont get well.."
[CAMBRIDGE]
APRIL 20, 1901,
SATURDAY.
My dearest Mummy,
| arrived safely at three on Thursday, and we rowed immediately, &
the exercise was hard after a comparative loaf at home for five days.
As my trunk could not be brought out the same day & as my dress
shoes were in the trunk | c'dn't go anywhere to pay calls, except to
the Lordswhere | went last night. Yesterday we rowed both morning
and afternoon, & | am nearly half through Adam Bede. The stroke
of the second crew became ill & today | stroked the second crew. |
am hoping & praying that he wont get well before the race asit would
be glorious if I c¢'d stay on the 2nd & at stroke too. | have been in
bed at 10.30 every night. | did some work for the Crimson today &
will have to work all tomorrow afternoon & evening so wont be able
togoto Groton. Sorry UncleWarrenisill again
Affectionately
RD.R.

The demands upon a Crimson candidateés time were very great, consder-
that he was a0 expected to attend and pass his regular courses and
e to some sort of orts or social career. W. Russdl Bowie, who
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was a dassmate of F.D.R'sand managing editor of the paper when the
latter waspresdent, wrotein an articlefor lieHarvard Year Book, Class of
1904: " After the talk to the candidates by the managing editor on the
night when they first reported, [the sysem exigting in 1900-1] allowed
them during their time of candidacy for the paper to go to practically any
man they chose and to cover all departments of news ... the candidate
obliged himsdlf to keep track as far as he could of everything of conse-
guence going on all over the College. The task was heavy, the drain on
the candidate's thought and time exhausting. The candidate was every-
where; he was 'the arrow that flieth by day, and the pegilence that
walketh in darkness/ "

"lam still on the Crimson, two
morehavebeen dropped .« ."
[CAMBRIDGE]
APRIL 27, 1901,
SATURDAY.
Dearest Mummy,

Therace on Thursday was glorious. | stroked the 2nd crew and we
beat the 2nd Weld by 3 lengths. It was awfully rough & the other
Weld crew by steering way in shore in calm water got ahead of us &
although we spurted beat us by 4 feet in 2 miles. | have not been kept
for the Freshman crew as only the first 2 crews & one or two extras
will go to the training table. | shall try on Monday for one of the
Club crews which rows in the Metropolitan regatta on June 17th. |
am still on the Crimson, two more have been dropped but two others
aretrying again so there are still eight left.

I will write about Europeon Sunday. | almost think | favor Europe
thissummer. | gowith Aunt Annieto St. Marksfor tomorrow after-
noon. | haven't had ¥ second to myself since | came back.

Love
F.D.R.

The University records list F.D.R. as stroke of the Second Newell Crew,
which finished fourth in theinter-club eight-oar races The Metropolitan
Regatta was rowed in the Charles River Basn, under the direction
of die Boston Park Commission, with a number of Boston boat dubs
participating.
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" Last night | got a*scoop” about
Cousin Theodorestalk .. ."
[CAMBRIDGB]
APRIL 30, 1901,
TUESDAY.
My dearex Mummy,

To go back—On Sunday | went out to Southboro with AuntsA. &
T. [Annie & Tilly] & we had a mogt sucoesful visit and got back at
7.30. | dined with them but had to get right back to the" Crimson."
| am working about 6 hoursaday on it aloneand it is quite a strain.

Lad night | got a "scoop” into it about Cousin Theodor€'s talk,
about which | endose a most amusing, highly colored and inaccurate
piece from this evening's paper.

Now about abroad. 1 You ought to go. 2 The Pdls want us
3 We will be of benefit to them, & shouldn't get a chance next year.
41 want to go.

| like the plan of staying at Hyde Park mos of the summer except
initsmog important particulars. Thatisl don't want to go to Campo,
nether doyou; | dont want to say on theriver in Augus, | dont want
you to; | dont like to go visiting this summer any mor e than you do.

On the other hand, If we sl say on the 8 of July we dh'd have a
good long time at Hyde Park & you will sse UncleWarren for along
time, and we could get back to the river for 2 or 3 weeks before |
return to College. Also we can have a trip abroad which will do us
aworld of good, and also we can give a great deal of help and pleasure
to Mrs. Pell and Frances who w'd otherwise be quite alone. Beddes
this | know that we both will enjoy sseng new places & new things
and it will quite take us out of oursdves | sh'd not enjoy visiting by
mysdf, and | sh'd not want to leave you and we w'd be mutually
unhappy if we gayed at home. | have acogpted Aunt Kasdés invitation
to go to the Harvard-Yale race on June 27th as | want to go anyway
& it isagood chance & will take but a short time. Read my reasons
thro' two Or three times & | know you will agree with me. | am so
sorry for the Drapers.

Affectionatdy

F.D.R.

Asthegory goss F.D.R. heard that Theodore Roosevet was gaying with

Abbott Lawrence L owel, and tdephoned him to get a Crimson interview.

The VicePresdent sugnested diat they met the next morning following
alecture hewasto give before Professr Lowdl'sdassin Government. At
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any rate, the Crimson for April 30 displayed this banner headline: " Vice-
Presdent Roosevelt to lecture in Government 1 this morning at 9 in
Sanders” with abrief story below: " Vice-President Theodore Roosevelt
*8 will lecture this morning at 9 o'dock in Sanders Theatre before the
dassin Government 1. Mr. Roosevelt will gpeak about his experiences as
Governor of New York." The Draper mention referred to Dr Draper's
death.

" Wecan make somedelightful tours
in the vicinity of Hamburg . . ."
CAMBRIDGE
MAY 24, 100l,
FRIDAY.

My dearess Mummy,

Yours saying that you have booked the passages on the " Deutsch-
land" is most welcome. She is a splendid boat and [will] give us one
day more than the " Cymric", besides obviating the long and tiresome
and costly journey from Liverpool to Hamburg. As you say we can
make some delightful tours in the vicinity of Hamburg. You say
nothing about our state-rooms on the "Prinzessin Louise". | conclude
you have taken them. Do let me know more definitely & the numbers
of ours and the Pells and | can look them up on Teddy's diagram. We
race on Saturday, tomorrow, instead of Tuesday and we will be beaten
| fear as the Weld Junior is very fag. The Crimson work continues
arduous as ever but there is only three weeks more of it. If we win
tomorrow | will telegraph.

We go tonight to Lexington for our third & last Musical Clubs
concert

It is hot but lovely & | am crazy to get back to the place.

Ever with love
F.D.R.

Feature of the European trip was to be the North Cape cruise With
Teddy Robinson and the Pdls F.D.R. and his mother sailed to Plymouth,
then at Hambur g picked up the'cruising yacht' Prinzessin Victoria L uise.
In one of the Norwegian fjords they came upon Wilhelm |1 aboard the
imperial yacht, and a number of the holiday-makers—F.D.R. included—
were invited to ingoect the boat during one of the Kaisar's absnees
ashore Thetaehddsthat F.D.R. came away with a prize souvenir from
theroyal writing-desk, but if 0, that particular trophy has not yet turned
up among the Hyde Park memorabilia. The Harvard Glee Club, the
Mandolin Club, and the Banjo Club, with their Freshman affiliates, formed

395



what was known as the Harvard Musical (Hubs and gave oocasond
entertainments around Bogon and even farther afidd. As for his 1901
rowing careq, in the race mentioned here F.D.R. droked the Newll
Junior toavictory over theWeld Junior. Threeweskslater in theMetro-
politan Regetta he rowed number two in the Newell Junior and won
onerace Summe halidays followed.

e

" TheUnion wasopened last night,
amostimpressiveceremony..."
[CAMBRIDGB]
OCT. 16, 1901,
WEDNESDAY.
Dearest Mama—

You will be surprised to hear that | shall probably be home for
Sunday next. Thereare several reesonsfor this. | can get of Frowing &
thereis no football game here to watch as Harvard plays West Point,
& | want to be here the following Saturday, aso | want to se Muriel
and get home again before all the trees are bare and s | am crazy to
e the photographs. As | row Friday | will take the midnight to
Albany and arrive Hyde Park at 9.28 am Saturday—which is quicker
thanviaN.Y. Beforel leave Friday night | am to dineat Mrs. Alfred
Roosevdt's quietly. But | will telegraph you whether to expect me
or not.

| had a very nice time at Groton, with a good football game on
Saturday. | tead with the Surgissson Sat. & on Sunday lunched with
the Joys & had afternoon tea with the John Lawrences Mrss. Joy,
Lawrence & Peabody st their love to you. | got back on Monday
a.m. and have been rowing every day, gill stroking the ssoond Newell,
but | doubt if | gay there. The Union was opened lag night, a mog
impressive ceremony.

Warren was well & doing very well at football. He smt his love
toyou& M .D.R.[Muriel Delano Rabbins]

Will telegraph. With love

F.D.R.

LATER

What do you think of my taking M.D.R. Helen [Roosevet] &
Mary Newbold to se the Harvard-West Point game at West Point
Saturday afternoon. The game begins between 3 & 4 p.m de will be
mog interegting.
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If you approve make arrangements asto trains.

| shall come ten to one
F.D.R.

Hope the new butler is a ucess & wears the blue ribbon.
Please get my guns from Po'keepse.

The dating of the correspondence from this point on is often uncertain;
unfortunately Sara Delano Roosevelt did not j ot down datesasinvariably
as she did for the Groton letters, and in some cases the dates she did furnish
arcinaccurate. For example, shewrote" Nov. 6th" on thisletter, but snce
the Harvard-West Point football game came on Saturday, October 19,
her dating must be revised. Mrs Alfred Roosevelt, the former Katharine
Lowell, had married afirst cousin of Teddy Roosevelt's. The Harvard
Union was the gift of Henry Lee Higginson, of Boston. It was a club for
oneand all, housed in a big building just off the Y ar d. Debates, rallies, and
entertainments of various sorts were held there. There were billiard and
games rooms, reading-rooms, alibrary; in an annex wer e the team train-
ing-tables; the Crimson moved in and occupied the basement. The Union
was a frank endeavour to democratize Harvard socia life. At first it was
enthusiagtically pushed by every one, but eventually the undergraduate
cubstook back their own. In his Sophomoreyear F.D.R. had the follow-
ing courses.

(1) English 22. A half-year course in English Composition, considered
to be rather dull, meeting on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1.30, with
occasional conferences.

(2) English 10. Second half-year. A course in Public Speaking, "in-
tended for students somewhat advanced in platform speaking." It
met in five groups at various hours, under MesssWinter and Hills.

(3) Economics 1. A full-year course: Outlines of Economics. It met on
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 9, under the direction of
Assgtant Professor Abram Piatt Andrew (sep. 409 «.). Numbered
among theinstructorsin this course was Gilbert Holland M ontague,
later aprominent lawyer and chairman of theN.Y . Bar Association's
Committee on the National Industrial Recovery Act, in which
capacity hetermed the N.R.A. "a gold-fish bowl" that was opaque
and from a constitutional viewpoint would not hold water. Speak-
ing at the American Academy of Political and Social Sdences in-
Philadelphiaon April 6,1935, Montague had thisto say of thehandi-
work of his former pupil: " ... hastily, absent-mindedly, without
any intention or realization that it was acting fascisticaly, the N.R . A.
snatched at a form of executive law-making that was unconscioudy
but neverthdess essentially fascidic ... "

(4) Geology 14, General Palaeontology, a half-year course under Dean
Shaler, meeting on Wednesdays, Fridays, "and usually Monday"
at 10.

(5) History 10. First half-year: American History to 1783. Meetingon
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at n. One of the ingructors
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in this course was Mr Hiram Bingham, junior, later to become a
famous author and explorer, Governor of Connecticut, and twice
senator from that date.

(6) History 24. Second half-year: Congtitutional and Political History of
the U.S., 1783-1865, meeting on Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridaysat 10, under Mr William Garrott Brown.

(7) History 12. Firgt half-year: English History from 1688 to the
Reform of Parliament, meeting on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 2.30;
and:

(8) History 12. Second half-year: English History since the Reform of
Parliament, meeting at the same hours. Both the lag-mentioned
courses were given under Slas Marcus MacVane, then McLean
Professor of Ancient and Modern History. He was an extremely
nearsighted gendcman, and once he had settled down to his lectures,
it was no difficulty for a student to remove himsdf from the dass
room for parts dsewhere and more entertaining. On one occason
practically an entire dass performed thisfeat, proceeding one by one
out of awindow intherear of thelecturehall and down afireexape
leaving the Professor's historical periods assailing empty air. Among
the departing group was observed the author oftheseletters.

wtpe

"| shall get Lathrop to rub it..."
CAMBRIDGE

OCT. 22, 1901,
TUESDAY.
Dearest M ama

I got here all right & on time, and found that Cousin B's telegram
had been repeated to Poughkeepsie but | got a copy at the telegraph
office & havejust sent the following.

"Unable to go to Farmington today. Can meet you New Haven
tomorrow if convenient.” And | hopeto hear from her this afternoon.
In caxe she can arrange | shall go by the first train tomorrow. | have
at last got the Savings Bank nuisance within my grasp & | enclose it,
but have a feeling that the letter will go astray. My back is still sore
this morning so that | doubt if | row today, and | shall get Lathrop to
rub it.

| have received my invitation to the Saturday Evening Dancings
Class and shall accept at once. No more now

Love to Muriel

F.D.R.

TheCowlesfamily homewasin Far mington, Conn.; Cousin Bammiehad
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doneit over in 1900, and lived there part of dieyear. Thered of thetime
was et in therr house at 1733 N Stredt, in Washington, where Captain
Cowles dutiesrequired him to be It may be noted that, after McKinley's
asasination, Theodore Roosevdt dayed at the Washington home while
waiting to move into the White House, and it was for a time caled the
"LittleWhiteHouse" From October 20 to 23 of thisyear Yale Univer-
gty hdd its Bioentennia Cdebration, which F.D.R. attended for the
Crimson.

" Quiteprimitivebutnice. .."
[CAMBRIDGB]
OCT. 30, 1901,
WEDNESDAY.
Dearet Mama,

| have been s0 busy with make-up work snce | have been back from
New Haven that | haven't had timefor aline.

I will not go into the details about the New Haven trip, only it
was well worth it & mod impressive. | am going to the Perm game
at Phila. on Nov. 9th with Teddy, and return to H.P. that night late
with T.D.R. & Eugene Thayer & spend Sunday. This is probable
Teddy may not come.

| am asking Mary Newbold to go to the Yale game if she is in
Bogon then, Nov. 23rd, and | think Lathrop & | may have a tea
after it.

| may go to Groton next Sunday. Las Saturday | dined with
Nancy & Sidney Lord in their little flat. Quiteprimitive but nice. On
Sunday | worked & payed acall on Mrs. Beal & Elfrida Roosevelt.

| am rowing every day & am now aure of stroking the seoond Newell
in the race on Nov. 13. It isvery cold work & hardly pays in the
autumn.

| am so anxious for you to get the Kuhn's house You mug
arrange it.

Affec

FDR

Elfrida wasthe daughter of MrsAlfred Roosevet.
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" TheCrimson election isin twoweeks.. ."
[CAMBRIDGE]
NOV. 12,1901,
TUESDAY.
Deares Mummy,

We had the mogt exciting kind of a race yesterday and won by four
feet On Saturday it was so rough that we couldn't row and yesterday
it poured and was so rough that we got half full of water. Jug before
wedarted oneof our crew brokehisoar and had to borrow an old one.
TheWeld crew got ahead at the gart, but | quickened the stroke near
Harvard bridge %2 way and we caught them. From there it wasterribly
rough and once | jumped my dide off the track and lost several grokes
Jug before the finish we spurted and got several feet ahead but Kerr
Raindord's oar suddenly shapped. We aosed the linejust four feet
ahead of the other boat.

| am too sorry to hear about Cousin John Weekes, it mugt have been
very sudden. | suppose you will se the Pdls off today, it is horrid
weather for the ocean, cold & wet. Can Alice Draper come to us
on the 19%th? | won't ak Alexander Forbestill | hear from you aswe
mug have an even number. | have not decided whether to continue
rowing until the 17th or not. Recitations end today & my first exam
ison Friday. TheCrimson éectionisintwoweeks& | am still wor k-

ing hard.
Affec.
F.D.R.
-
" Please copy for meall theextracts
inour old Dutch Bible. . ."
[CAMBRIDGE]
NOV. 18, 1901,
MONDAY.

Dearest Mama,

Werowed lag Friday & logt in an exciting race by a length, it was
very cold & | am thankful to haveit over with. On Saturday | dined
at the Touraine with Aunt J. & Uncle Warren and we went to the
theatre afterwards. They went to Southboro yesterday. | did not
go to Groton as it w'd not have paid for so short atime. Instead |
lunched with Jack Swift & in the p.m went out to Chestnut Hill to
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ge Rebecca Newhall who was staying with the Wilsons. | am very
busy withathessfor History 10 on the "Rooseveltsin New Amster-
dam." | have been in thelibrary constantly looking up old records,
but nothing much is to be found. Do plesse copy for me all the
extractsin our old Dutch Bible & send them to me. Also the old brown
genealogy whichyou have, apamphlet, & any other recordsyou have.
I will be very careful of them & bring them back on Dec. 6th. | must
have them as soon as possible as my notes must beinin aweek. | have

ordered a beautiful frock coat, vest, & trousers for $70. Horrible |
am broke.

Ever

F.D.R.

The lagt crew race in which Harvard records list F.D.R. as participating
was the Weld-Newell Fall Regatta on November 15. He sroked the
Saoond Newell, which finished fourth. The thess mentioned in this
[etter can be s to-day in the Hyde Park library.

Lt e

"Lathrop made the last ten & is
running now, a physical wreck . . ."

CAMBRIDGE
NOV. 29, 1901,

FRIDAY.
Dearest Mama—

| got back from Groton this am. having gone there Wednesday &
had a very nice Thanksgiving. The Newbolds were there & have
doubtless seen you since. On my return | found a note from Frances
who is spending Sunday at the Vendome with Mrs. Hoe. | called
there this p.m. but she was not in. Tomorrow | have promised to
return to Groton for Sunday & to play hockey as theice thereisvery
good.

There is some doubt about my getting to Murielstea 10to 1 | do
but | have a ghost of a show for the D.K.E. which begins Thursday.
| will telegraph Thursday if there is anything doing, but you can
expect meto arrive N.Y . n p.m Thursday.

Lathrop made thelast ten & isrunning now, aphysical wreck. Do
not say a word of this to a soul.

My new clothes| havetried on & they areadream! Will beready
by Wednesday. | have accepted the M et. dance, on the 21 & not to
Orange 0 | will try to get some fellows for Dec,. 27th. Many thanks
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for the genealogy. It is hard work but | am ill at it, & will be for
sveral weeks
No more now
Ever affec son
F.D.R.

D.K.E.fraternity, alwaysreferred to asthe" Dickey," had then a shadowy,
complicated relationship with alarger group, the Ingtitute of 1770 The
latter, Harvard's oldest club, comprised about a hundred members of
the Sophomore dass thefirst third of these members, in order of eection,
formed the obscure Dickey, which controlled the affairs of the whole
Ingtitute. Undergraduates were eected to the Dickey in groups of ten,
to the accompaniment of a variety of sdf-abnegating initiation ordeals
known as" running for Dickey/' A contemporary account aes that this
was the budness of " doing all manner of fantagtic things about Harvard
Sguare, and even in Boston.” Indeed, legend revedls that the imagination
of the initiators must have been unlimited. No doubt it all had medieval
origins, or was even related to pagan rites, for in many cass a wor ship of
the earth was included. The more painful dements of the torture had by
thistime been removed, following the strong objections raised by William
Lloyd Garrison in 1891, who complained in the public Press that his son
had been made badly ill as the result of being branded on the arm by a
lighted cigarette. He threatened to sue—but, of coursg, no one knew who
the Dickey really was.

" .. .but it was paid for by we
five new editors. . ."
[? FAIRHAVEN]
DEC. 8, 1901,
SUNDAY.
Dearest Mama—

I have acoepted Cousin Corinn€sinvitation to dinner & the Dod-
worth dance afterwards on Dec. 26th. | thought it would be a good
chance to work in Algonac for a short visit also. Thayer Linddey is
to come to me on the 28th or possbly the evening of the 27th & say
until New Yearsday. | hope you have aked Jack Minturn & that A.
[Bertram] Randolph & M .D.R. can cometoo. | f Jack can't come how
w'd it do to ak Lyman, that isif it won't be too many. | am here for
Sunday, it's beagtly weather & | haven't left thehousa Very busy with
thess gamps photos, & odd jobs at thelag minute. Thayer Linddey
isthe son [of] a missonary or something or other in Japan. Heisvery
popular & rowed on our Freshman crew last spring. | have refussed
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Mrs. Dan. F. Appteton's dance on the 23rd as | know nothing about it.
We had a Crimson dinner & theatre-party on Friday, great fun,
goeeches, songs etc. but it was paid for by we five new editors, about
$30 apiece. No more now

Love,
F.D.R.

MrsDanidl F. Appleton was die former Sussn Cowlcs of New Y ork, and
her husbend the son of the famous American publisher.

e

"l went to the White House for tea..."
CAMBRIDGE

JAN. 6, 1902,
MONDAY.
Dearest Mama—

| got here all right this am. at 8, & have been unpacking most of
the day. To go back—On Thursday evening the Groton dinner was
a great uococess good spesches by the Rector & some of the older
graduates. On Friday Aunt Kasse, P.C. & M.D.R. & | took the train
at 1050 & had a very comfortable journey to Washington. | went
straight to the Kean's, & from there, in obedience to Cousin Bammie's
note to Mrs. Townsend's tea, which was interesting & filled with
New Yorkerswhom | knew. | dined at the Keans, (old Mrs.) & there
were 40 there. Then to the dance, which was most glorious fun. The
Washington people weren't in it with the New Yorkers & from start
to finish it was glorious. | am sure M.D.R. had a good time. We
left at 2 am. & | depttill 12 on Saturday. After lunch Mr. Kean took
me over the new Congressional Library, & at 4 | went to the White
House for tea & dayed till 6. All most interesting. We dined quiedy,
& a 10 went to the Austrian ambassador's reception, where | saw many
diplomats. On Sunday | went to Church with the old Keans, & after-
wards went again to the White House. Lunched at Cousin Bammie's
& left on the 4.50 train for here. On the whole it was one of the most
interesting & enjoyable three days | have ever had. Found every thing

all right here. Y our 2 notes have come. Itistime to go to bed.

Ever
F.D.R.

Resxe bring when you come the "dog" tobacco jar on my bureau.

This is the first of many afterthoughts. Trunk ii here all right.
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The eventsrecounted in this letter revolved around what was unquestion-
ably the sodia occason of die year, if not of the age: Alice Roosevelt's
defbut in the White House. An account in the New York Times, dated
January 3, commences. " Miss Alice Roosevelt, the Presdent's daughter,
made her social dfbut to-night at aball given in her honor by her mother.
TheWhite House wasfilled with young people, and they enjoyed them-
Hves after the manner of young people. The date apartments had been
turned over to them, with no other injunction put upon them than that
they would incur the great displeasure of the President if they did not make
ajolly night of it. They appeared to heed this injunction, for nojollier
company was ever asssmbled in Washington. . . ." Farther down the
column, under the heading " Invited guessincluded,” onefindsthe name
of Franklin D. Roosevelt, sandwiched between Miss Pansy Roosevelt and
Ogden M. Reid. Helen Roosevelt, together with Helen Cutting and Jean
Reid (q.v.), aswell asL ucy K ean, daughter of the John Keanswith whom
F.D.R. sayed, wer eamong thefeted debutantesin this Capital whirl. On
January 4: "Mrs. Roosevelt was at home this afternoon from 5 to 6,
when a large number of vistors werereceved by invitation. The ladies of
the Cabinet, Miss Roosevelt, and Mrs. Cowles assged in receiving. . . ."
Then back to Harvard.

"1 am about to be saughtered,
but quite happy . . ."
! rrl CAMBRIDGE
JAN. 9, 1902.
THURSDAY,
Dearest Mairia—

I am about to be slaughtered, but quite happy, nevertheless. | heard
thisa.m that | am the first man on the next ten of the Institute of 1770
& the A.K.E. | am to betaken out for the former in about £ hour, &
will finish thislater.

8:30 p.m.

My back isabit raw, but | am through thefirstordeal O.K. Feeling
fine. Tomorrow night | begin running. L.B. isrunningme & | hope
he will take me to Groton for Sunday.

The Agony will last till Wednesday night next, but don't worry
about me at all. | will telephone you Thursday morning if | can, or
get word to you. | hopel can sse you Thursday p.m. about 5 o'clock,
as | have recitations before that.

| did not find Tom BeaTs pipe when | unpacked. It was in an
envelop, & | left it with the other things. Please bring it with you as
it is important. Also please bring my DOG tobacco-jar. Also my
riding-pants. Also some more of my cards.
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| am sorry | can't s to anything about the house, but | shall be
otherwise engaged—Will drop alinetomorrow if | have time.

Ever
FDR

Please pay enclosed, it is not worth a cheque.

Sara Delano Roosevelt, for the winter months of 1902 and again in 1903,
took a house in Boston, where e had many friends. Hyde Park was
probably alonely, empty place, and se could be near her son. Hence
there are no letters extant from these periods.

Rt o

" | amjust hack fromthe Class

Dinner..
2 HOLYOKE PLACE
MARCH 31, 1902,
MONDAY.
Dearest Mama.

1 got back after a comfortable journey at 8 am. and have been
rowing this afternoon. | am just back from the Class Dinner, where |
was on the Reception Committee. Theinformation bureau at Albany
was closed, but | will ask about my train here some day this week. |
race next Monday, or Tuesday, so can leave positively on Friday.

No more now—L ots of love

F.D.R.
Let me here about Laura

2 Holyoke Pace was the address of the Alpha Ddlta Phi Club, to which he
hed bean dected the previous winter. Alpha Delta Phi, founded in 1836,
was usudly cdled the" Fly Club," which nameweas officidly givenitin
1910.

bl

" On Saturday | interviewed about

six Captains .. ."
ALPHA DELTA PHI CLUB
MAY 5, 1902,
MONDAY.
Dearest Mama,

| have been meaning to write you every day for the last week but
somehow every instant hes been taken.
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First, about the skipper. On Saturday | spent the morning at
Lawley's Ship-Yard in South Boston, & interviewed about sx
Captains, all of them excdlent, but all of them terribly high-priced,
about $150 a month, and all have been accusomed to big yachts etc.
| then telephoned to Crowninshield & Boardman, but they had nothing
at thetime, may later, dsoto Mr. H. S. Bigelow who referred me to
his Captain. This morning | have heard of a promising man named
Nicholson, who isto come out here tomorrow morning, and | hope
he may do. If he does not it & | hear of nothing ds before tomorrow
night | shall tdegraph you to let Mr. Tarns sscure one, although |
should prefer to get one mysdf.

To go back. A week ago | spent at Coz. Malcolm Forbes, at
Milton & had a mog delightful quiet Sunday. On Wednesday | dined
with Coz. Mary Russl & went with them afterwardsto alitde play
given by the" Sir Galahad Club" of poor boys.

On Thursday | went to the Hasty Pudding Play with some fellows
and again on Friday with the Quincy's & dined there alo. Saturday
afternoon after rowing | went in to the Touraine & saw Muriel for
% hour, shewas on with the Poors, and | then took the 8 p.m train for
Groton & am just back from there after a nice quiet Sunday. By the
way, the 3 youngest John Lawrence children have scarlet fever, light
caxs & are getting on well. Mrs. L. is quarantined with them and
Hester has been shipped off to relations.

| shall snd of [f] my big valise in a few days but so far it has bemn
%0 cold that | have been wearing heavy things.

Many thanks for the cheque, it is awfully good of you. | have given
$25 of it to the library & we have got a complete st of &. Amand's
works and &l a Rousseau, both of which we needed. | am now on
thelibrary committee & it isvery interegting.

| have written to Brooks to snd my suit sraight here.

Next Sunday | am to be with the Malcolm Forbes again & gotoa
Glee Club dance in Milton the night before. The Sunday after | may
come home.

We race probably the 15th & | shall do no more rowing this year.
A lot of old cars have come out to try for the Annapolis crew, so |
am relegated to the Junior crew, the same | was on lag year, but this
year it is much better than lad.

No more now. Let me know how the place is etc. When does
Helen sl etc.

Ever F.D.R.
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Written on Club stationery; the letterhead reveals a green leopard ram-
pant, regardant, and throwing off a chain. The fate of the Half-Moon |1
was still in doubt; F.D.R. wastrying at thistimeto get a captain for her,
although his mother was still inclined to digpose of the boat. The Hasty
Pudding Club (which to-day indudes both the Ingtitute of 1770 and the
Dickey) was founded in 1795, coming by its name from the members
cusom of eating hasy pudding at meetings, as relief from the usa
bread-and-milk supper of dudents in those days In the beginning it had
aliterary tone; the minutes were kept in verse (James Russell L owell was
one of the Pudding secretaries). By F.D.R/s time the Pudding was a
Junior organization; fried mush and maple syrup had replaced the hasty
puddings, and the sodety's main effort was the production of an annual
musical show. F.D.R. was on the library committee of the Harvard
Union. On May 24 the Firs Weld beat the Naval Academy crew; the
records do not show whether F.D.R. raced for the Junior crew in this
regatta.

"1 tike his face..."
CAMBRIDGB
MAY 12, 1902
MONDAY.
Dearest Mama
| amjust back from Milton where | went Saturday evening & was
at the Musical Clubs dance that evening. Yesterday | played tennis
most of the day.
| have actually taken a Captain as | wrote you, Chris Michehon is his
name, pronounced like Nicholson. He is a Dane, has been on yachts
& knows the coast. He has not been Captain of large vesds heretofore
as he has only just taken out his master's license as a navigator. | like
his face & his recommendations are good. Mr. Robert Saltonstall &
Mr . Rantoul both recommended him; | telephoned to them.
Michelson will meet you between 12 and 1 on Wednesday at the
Renaissance & he is to take orders from you.
| am sure that the Bacon offer isN.G. | have not heard from him,
but know exactly what a cruising boat built in 1889 would be like:
Slow, uncomfortable and not easy to handle. Besides this she would
be even more difficult to digpose of than the Half-M oon, as otherwise
she would not be offered in exchange. At any rate she is not worth
$2,000.
Later—
Yours of yesterday has just come. By all means dispose of the Half
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Moon to Mr. Tucker if you can. Don't go below $5,500. | can easily
charter a knockabout for the summer, & our hands will then be free.
| don't believe in any exchange proceedings.

Employ Michelson's time somehow. He can begin work at once.
Had he not better be under the immediate orders of Tarns & Lemoine?
[twill ssve youtrouble and | cannot boss him from here very much. |
prefer T.& L. to Cary Smith & Barbey. Itisayoungfirmall through,
whereas C. Smith himself is a back number and Harry Barbey, awell
meaning but stupid aristocrat. Onething must be made clear to T& L :
The outfitting must include only absolutely necessary things—nothing
like frills to be allowed.

| may get home for Sunday. | race on Wednesday but have a sore
back from having fallen down stairs, & may not row. Will telegraph.

If Tucker is Allanson Tucker of Phila. he will pay our price, but
insist onimmediate action.

Love to Helen & bon voyage.

Ever lovingly

F.D.R.
Vile pen.

Robert Sdtongdl and his brother-in-law, Neal Rantoul, were both

boating enthudagts the former was a cousin of the Rector, and a first

cousin once removed of Senator Leverett Sdtondal. The Emperor of

Germany gpparendy did not share F.D.R.'s opinions regarding the firm of

Cary Smith and Barbey, having given them the commission to design and

superintend the building of his yacht Meteor 111, launched the previous

February and christened by Alice Roosevelt. Alarison Tucker was from
Philadelphia; he did not purchese the Half-Moon IL

"1 talk with a lithp and look like

a thight. . ."
ALPHA DELTA PHI CLUB
MAY 19, 1902,
MONDAY.
Deares Mama

| got back sofedly after a most comfortable night, and went to recita-
tions. After lunch | went to the dentist, and am now minus my front
tooth. He cut it of f very neatly and painlessly, took impressions of the
root and space, and is having the porcelain tip baked. | hope to have
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it put on next Friday, and in the meantime | shall avoid all society, as
| talk with alithp and look like a thight.
Please don't forget about the stanchions etc for Michelsen.
No more now
Affec.
F.D.R.

"1 may become a confirmed batchelor . . ."
WBSTMORLY COURT, SOUTH
MAY 27, 1902,
TUESDAY.
Dearest Mama,

My tooth is no longer a dream, it is an accomplished fact. It was
put in on Friday and is perfect in form, color, lustre, texture, etc. |
feel like anew person and have aready been proposed to by three girls.
My best friends don't recognize me and sy "Who is that handsome
fellow?'

| rode Saturday am. with Mr. Andrew, saw Harvard defeat Yale
in the afternoon in the track games and went to Groton in the evening.

Sunday was hot and | spent the afternoon wheeling Marjorie &
Dorothy Peabody down to the John Lawrences in a baby carriage,
accompanied by Mrs. P., Betsey, Rose, Helen and Hester. It gave me
excellent practice, but | may become a confirmed batchelor.

| got back here Monday early and am working like a pup for the
make-up exam in Economics on Thursday. However | shal go to
Groton for the St. Marks game tomorrow afternoon

Aunt Tilly is here and | dine with her Friday. Sunday | go to
Beverly.

Ever affectionately

T.D.H

Abram Piatt Andrew was an asidant professor in the Economics Depart-
ment withwhom F.D.R. took coursssin his Sophomore and Senior years.
Andrew taught what was then a fairly unusud subject. He wes a hand-
ome, brilliant man, later |eft Harvard to go into politics, and wes for a
number of years congressman from Esex County, in Massechusetts, and
d Assdant Secretary of the Treasury under Taft.

e
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""Do not tell Mtchelsen | may

visithim.. .
BEVERLY [MASS]
JUNE I, 1902,
SUNDAY.
Dearest Mama.

On Wedneday | went to Groton & saw us win a wonderful game
over &. Marksby the score of 5to 3. | spent the night there and took
part in the cdebration which was marred only by the accident to poor
Fulton Cutting who had the ends of two fingers blown off by a
dynamite cracker.

| had my make-up Economics exam on Thursday afternoon, &
think | passd it. On Friday | worked all day at Groton & had a
History 24 Exam yesterday, coming down here right after it. | have
been to Church today & leave Tuesday am. | may go to N. Y. by
the Tuesday midnight, se the Half Moon Wednesday am, & come
to Hyde Park Wed. at 1 o'dlock, if not an earlier train. | should leave
for Cambridge again Thursday night as| havean exam on Saturday. |
will telegraph if | do this. The weather is perfect. Do not tell Michel-
an | may visgt him. You can catch me by a line to the Renaissance
where| shall go on my arrival Wednesday mor ning.

Lots of love

F.D.R.

The simme fallowing his Sophomore year was pat at Hyde Park and
Campobdlo.

" Therehave been morenewspapers
articlesaboutme. . ."
ALPHA DELTA PHI CLUB
OCT. 8, 1902,
WEDNESDAY.
Dearest Mama,
| have not written you for over a week, but it isnot because | have
not thought of you congantly. To go back—On Tuesday, a week ago,
| went to s the Half-M oon and made the best arrangement possble
with the man at the dock, of which | suppose the Capt. has written
you. If you want the sails ec insured, writethe Capt. & hewill attend
toit. | advie $500 insurance & this will cover about everything
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gored in the locker, which isnot in a fire proof building. It sh'd cogt
not more than $10.

On the next few days | worked like a dog on the Crimson, & was
dected Asst Managing editor on Monday, along with W. R. Bowie.
| am delighted to get it, and now run the paper every Monday &
Thursday nights. On Saturday | went to Beverly to the Beals, played
golf that day, & on Sunday went to the Sohier's camp on a neighbor-
ing lafoe for the day, returning here Monday a.m. A ten of theD.K .E.
was taken out lag Thursday, 0 | have been amused.

Today Alice Sohier left for Europe & | saw her off on the
" Commonwealth/'

Now (11 p.m) | am just back from aDinner of theMass Republican
Club, of 1,000 people, at which Sec. Shaw of the Treasury and Senator
L odge made mog interesting addresses M r. Beal gave me the ticket
& it was a chance of a lifetime.

Lyman sams to be doing well, and heisrowing & trying for the
Crimson. | havejust decided to return to Aunt Anni€'s anniversary,
& Lyman returns also probably. | leave here Wednesday night the
15th & get to Algonac Thursday am. & day at H.P. till Sunday, &
L. with me if he can get off. | have given your note to Howard
[Cary], & he will let you know. Teddy may come too. | am not
yet unpacked & don't know when | will be. | have bought a few
books which | will bring home. The weather has been bad until
yesterday.—

Ledie Amesisaso trying for the Crimson—

| haven't had an ingant to think of driving lessong singing lessons
or tegth filling, but I may have more time next week. The Club
library has kept me two whole days and | am on the Committee on
Receptions to Freshmen, & mug give an entertainment for 10 in my
room next week. My new job on the Crimson will get me into a
great many things & there have been more nengpapers artices about
me which make me excesdvdy 'tired.'

Next Sunday | must be herefor a Club function.

I will write again in a few days to let you know definitely about
coming back.

No more news. Lots of love. How about our whole party going
to the Harvard versus West Point football game on Sat. the 18th?

Do the girls come Friday?

Lovingly

F.D.R.
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Ascension to power on the Crimson went something like this: Candidates
became members of the paper as soon as they entered college; starting
after the Freshman mid-year, and continuing into Sophomore year,
candidates were dected by the Board of Editors; at the beginning of
Junior year two of the successful competitors were dected Assgant
M anaging Editors, and at Junior mid-year one of thesewasnamed M ana-
ging Editor for theres of that year, becoming the head man on the Crimson
from his dass at the beginning of Senior year the Managing Editor be-
came President of the paper, ana theremaining Assstant M anaging editor
replaced him; then, for the second half of Senior year, a smilar shifting of
positions took place, with the President retiring into a supervisory posi-
tion. F.D.R. and Russl Bowie held these las-described postions from
the dass of 1904 (the latter afterwards went into the ministry, was for
sixteen years pagtor of Grace Church in New Y ork, and snce 1939 Profes-
<or of Practical Theology at the Union Theological Seminary). Alice
Sohier was prominent as a Boston belle at that period. Let there be
confusion as to how she travelled to Europe, it should be noted that the
Commonwealth was a ship of the now-defunct Fall River Line running
between Boston and New York—hence only the first dage of her trans
adantic crosing. Those from whom F.D.R. (who ssams to have been
quite attentive to Republican doings at this epoch) heard talks included
Ledie Mortimer Shaw, a former Governor of lowa whom Theodore
Roosevelt had appointed to the Treasury in 1902; and Woodr ow Wilson's
notable opponent, Henry Cabot L odge, then in his sscond term as senator
from Massachusdts As for the "newspapers articles” thee were in
Boston papers, which took at intervals a chitty-chatty interest in the
doings of any Harvard undergraduates who had illustrious relations.
F.D.R.'s Crimson dection was picked up locally because of the connexion
with Theodore Roosevelt, most of the papers being under the impresson
that it was dosx than it was. One of the articles began: " Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Presdent's cousin, dected secretary of Crimson " ; another, later
in hisJunior year, had the headline: " Franklin D. Roosevelt, nephew of
Presdent Roosevdt, heads movement * Harvard Fund for Boer Relief.' "
What must have been particularly annoying was the tone of the articles,
which were full of rather snobbish references to his prominence, wealth,
and democr atic ideas—none of which could have helped hisrelations with
hisdassmates

" Thehouse-party wasgreat & we

all had aglorioustime . . ." CAMBRIDGE
OCT. 21, 1902,
TUESDAY.

Dearest Mama,

We got back all right yesterday a.m. though £ hour late. Howard
had afairly hard day, but so far heisall right. | am packing the valise
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etc, and end it tomorrow. It is avile windy day, and thisp.m. | go
on a booking excursion in town.

Next Saturday | go to Dedham to ride with the Quincy's so wont
come home, and Sunday | may have to run the paper.

There is no news—The house-party was great & we all had a
glorious time.

Ever

F.D.R.

Although one might not guess so from thisletter, F.D.R. had a good full-
dass schedule his third Harvard year, one which indicated clearly where
his main interests now lay:

(i) English 18. The Forms of Public Add ress tinder the direction of
George Pierce Baker. Met on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays
at noon.

(2) English 34. A half-year course on the English Letter Writers, with
Charles Townsend Copeland. Mondaysat | | .

(3) History 13. The Constitutional and Palitical History of the United
Sates, 1783-1865. Meeting on Tuedays, Thursdays, and Saturdays
at 12, under the direction of Professor Edward Cnanning (a noted
teacher, author of the monumental, unfinished History of the United
States). Thiswasa half-year coursg, and preparatory to:

(4) Government 4. Second half-year course on the Elements of Inter-
national Law, with Mr Albin L. Richards; Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Fridays at 1.30.

(5) Government 16-A. Firg half-year, on the Administration of the
Government of the United States dasss on Tuesdays, Thursdays,
and Saturdays at 9. This course was given under the direction of
Charles Sumner Hamlin, who had been Assgant Secretary of the
Treasury during Cleveland's second administration, and later served
in the same capacity under Woodrow Wilson. Hamlin was an
exemplary public servant, a member of many Government boards
and commissons At the end of F.D.R.'s firs presidential term he
was appointed specia counsd to the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System.

(6) Government 16-B. The second half-year, a course in Tendencies of
American Legidation, again meeting on Tuesdays Thursdays, and
Saturdays at 9. Director of the programme was Frederic Jesup
Stimson, a diginguished lawyer, later first American ambassador to
the Argentine, and the author not only of authoritative law-books
but, under the pseudonym " T.S. of Dale," of a number of adventure
talesincluding The Crime of Henry Vane.

(7) Philosophy i-A. General Introduction to Philosophy, meeting on
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 2.30. F.D.R. took the first
half-year of this course, Logic, under Josah Royce, but missed the
soond  half-year, which was Miingterbetg's famous dass in
Psychology.
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(8) Fine Arts 4, The Fine Artsof the Middle Ages and the Renaissance,
with Professor Charles H. Moore; Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridaysat 9.

Qe e

" ThePresident'stendency to make
theexecutivepower stronger than
theHousesof Congressisboundto
be a bad thing —"
[CAMBRIDGE]
OCT. 26, 1902,
SUNDAY.
Dearest Mama—

I am packing the valise today with the books and my old gray suit,
and will ship it tomorrow.

Yesterday | went out to Dedham just before lunch, rode for two
hours in the afternoon on a horse which is the counterpart of Bobby
and returned here at 10 p.m. after dinner. | intended to go to Groton
today, but have so much work that | couldn't get off. It has been very
chilly for the past week and the buildings have been cold through
lack of fuel, but now that the strike is settled the coal has begun to
come in small quantities. In spite of his success in settling the trouble,
| think that the President make a serious mistake in interfering—
politically, at least. Histendency to make the executive power stronger
than the Houses of Congress is bound to be a bad thing, especially
when a man of weaker personality succeeds him in officee. Howard
Cary stood his running very well, and feds perfectly well. He has
gone home for Sunday. | have to run the Crimson every Sunday in
November, so fear | can't get home or s you until Thanksgiving.

Ever with love

F.D.R.

In May of 1902 the anthracite miners, after eighteen months of discusson,
finally agreed at a convention in Hazleton, Pennsylvania, to go out on
grike They wereled by their union president, John Mitchell, whotried—
unsuccessfully—to get the bituminous miners tojoin his group. Union
demands were a 20-per cent, wage increase, an eight-hour day for men
paid by the day, and that 2240 1b. (not 2750) should congituteaton. The
srike dragged on through the summer, with neither sde giving an inch,
and semed dedtined to continue as a deadlock. In October Theodore
Roosevelt asked the mine operators tojoin with Mitchell and come to
Washington for discussons they rejected this oner forthwith. On the
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deventh of the month the Sardary of War, Elihu Root, paid a vist to

Pierpont Morgan aboard dielatter'syacht in the Nor th River ; two days

ter Morgan forwarded the Presdent a gatement by theoperatarsagree
ingtoarbitrate whereupon T .R. appainted a commisson, and on October
17, when die ming's acomted this the grike ended. The importance of
Theodore Roosevdt's action wasthat it marked thefirg activeinter vention
of Government in Labour-managament digoutes in any way resambling
themodern sz in thisreped, and in thefight of later higory, F.D.R/s
remondrance beoomes provocative

A

"Nomorenow, | hear theprin-
terscallings.. ."

THE HARVARD CRIMSON

W.C.CLARK '03, President C.H.DERBY '03, Business Manager
A.F.NAZRO '03, Managing Editor w.FIELD '05, Secretary

CAMBRIDGE
NOV. 2, 1902,
SUNDAY.
Deares Mama—

| am trying my hand at this machine as the copy is all in, and the
proof sheds are not done yet. | am just back this evening from Salem,
where | went lagt night after the game to say with Harold Peabody.
We gtudied all morning, and took a long drive after lunch.

Lag Wednesday | came down with a kind of grippe and was quiet
for three days, | wasachy in my bones but had very little cold and it
pased off very quickly. Yesterday the Carlide Indian game was most
exciting and we won with great ea2 23 to 0. The CROWN/
PRINCE of SIAM was at the game, and came to the FLY after it
for some " afternoon-tea," i.e., alittle champagne!

We are in the midst of the hour-examinations now, and they will
lag off and on for a couple of weeks. | may get home for SUnday
the 16th, possbly, if | can get offfrom thisjob that day. Next Saturday
| have to run the extra edition on the occason of the Pennsylvania
game, and shall consequently sse only the second haffof it.

The valise ian't off yet! but | intend to send it tomorrow surdy,
with the Sevenson and the coat and waistcoat of the old gray uit.
As| wroteyou, the trousers must be at home, ashey are not here and
nobody would have solen them.

415



No more now, | hear the printers callings—it is an early paper, for
it isonly just midnight and | should get away by | o'clock.
Loads of love—

Ever affectionately,
F.D.R.

Thisletter waswritten on Crimson office stationery with atypewriter, and
isfilled with theusua errorsof an untried hand. The New York Timesfor
November 2 carried a story on the visit of Crown Prince Chakrabongse
and suite to Harvard; they were entertained by Presdent Eliot at die
Union, saw the football match, following which "tea was served at the
AlphaDeltaPhi Club." F.D.R., when hewrotethisletter, was" putting
the paper to bed." Russdl Bowie recalls, in this connexion, that the
Crimson was printed by two Scotsmen named M ac and Ed, journeymen
printers who had a small plant in the Union building to the rear of the
pape'’s dffices They called themsdves the Crimson Printing Company;
and asthey had other wor k besdes the newspaper, they werevery indstent
upon getting it on the presss at a s time. F.D.R., however, Bowie
remembers, could alwaysjolly the old Soats into opening up the formes
whenever a last-minute news bresk occurred.

R ot

"...inconsequenceamfeeling

verysleepy . . ."
[CAMBRIDGE]
Nov. 19, 1902,
WEDNESDAY.

[no salutation]

Got back safdy, although the train was over an hour late. | cannot
tell you how much | enjoyed the three days and | am anxioudy await-
ing the Fairhaven trip. Owen W. did not return with us and probably
will not until after the game. | am running the paper tonight and in
consquence am feding very degpy. Teddy Kendall, a clubmate is
to be married tomorrow in Boston, so there will be a jamboree. How
arethehorsed!! Also the wheel—!

Ever

F.D.R.

A penny-podtcard st to his mather at Hyde Park. " Owen W." weas
Owen Wingon, a dasamae and oneof F.D.R.'susha's helatear became
vicepresdent of the New York gore which guides undergraduate pre-
sentability through Ufe Brooks Brothers

e
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" Today | have browsed in whale

books. .."
THE HOMBSTBAD
DEC. 14, 1902,
SUNDAY.
Dearest M a—

I came down here yesterday at 10 with Howard and found every-
thing fine except the weather. It snowed and blew all yesterday, last
night and this morning, and we have been in the house the whole time
except for a short walk this p.m. when | went to se the Church
cousins. We go back at 6 a.m. tomorrow and tomorrow night | shall
be taken into the Signet. Today | have " browsed" in whale books etc,
and done alittle studying. Thefood has been wonderful, and we have
been too full to move.

On Friday night | went to the Warren's dance in the new ballroom
at the Somerset. It was an enormous affair, great fun, and | didn't get
back to Cambridgetill 6 a.m. Asl had a 9 o'clock and had to pack to
comedown herel did not go to bed at all or close my eyes, but sept
10 hours last night.

I have heard the provisional dates of my midyears, and get 12 days
off in the middle, from Jan. 24 to Feb. 5th!

With lots of love

F.D.R.

The Signet had been founded in 1870 as a protest againg the abandon-
ment of literary traditions by the Hasty Pudding. At thistime it occupied
the former A.D. dubhousein Mt Auburn Stregt, engaging the attendance
of such faculty luminaries as Kittredge, Neilson, and others. A certain
proportion of the members was drawn from the undergraduate publica-
tions, every effort was made to maintain an atmosphere of 'literature at
ead; and the initiations were a particular feature of its activity, being
framed with daborate literary humour, pseudo-punditry, and participated
in by faculty members. The dub's motto from Plato was suggested by
George Herbert Palmer: " Work and ply the Musss" From the large
gaps in the correspondence here and hereafter, it can be presumed that
MrsJames Roosevelt did not keep (or later midaid) a good many of the
Harvard letters. She again spent the winter in Boston, which accounts for
part of the gap; F.D.R., of course, was much freer than ever beforeto go
home for week-ends and during examination periods, which acoounts for
other lacunae
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" ... breakfasted at the Touraine
with Ogden Mills..."

THE HARVARD CRIMSON

A.F.NAZRO '03, President C.H.DBRBY '03, BusinessManager
F.D.ROOSBVBLT '04, Managing Editor A.c. TRAVIS'05, Secretary

CAMBRIDGE
APRIL 27, 1903,
MONDAY.

[no salutation]

I got here this morning after a very comfortablejourney on, and
breskfasted at the Touraine with Ogden Mills. After my recitation at
9 | found immense quantities of work to do in the office which took
till 3.30. I then took my coat to the tailor's and went to Bartlett's to
e about some Club books, with the sad result that | invested in a
few volumes myself. They are to be sent home and you can open
them. The Smollett isavery nice old edition, as are the Junius letters
and the Dryden's Virgil

| have been thinking over the month's trip abroad, and as | can't
cometo any decision myself, | really want youto tell what youwould
want me to do. | havetold you what | feel aboutit: thatitwouldin
all probability be good for me, and a delightful experience; but that
| don't want to be away from you for four weeks in the summer; aso
that | don't want to go unless you could make up your mind not to
caeat all. | fed that really it would be avery thoroughly sdfish pro-
ceeding on my part.

Next Sunday | may go to Gloucester to stay with Mr. Andrew, one
of the professors. If | don't go there it will be Groton. The Thesis
will keep me a work &l day tomorrow, except the hour's agony with
Hopkins. | tried to get Saly some book, but saw nothing suitable.
Hope to have better luck tomorrow. Will be through with the paper
by 1 am. Hope to unpack withinaweek or so

Ever affectionate son

F.D.R.

Ogden Mills (actudly in the dass of 1905, dthough he took hisB.A. in
three years and graduated in 1904, entering the Harvard Law Schoal)
became Secretary of the Treasury in the lagt year of the Hoover adminis-
tration; he was one of the mogt emphatic opponents of the New Dedl.
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Bartlet's began as a drugore aftewards becoming a sort of general
sudents upply gore Hopkinswas anather dentist; Sally, presumably,
Sara Ddano (Redmond), hisfirst coudn, then nine yearsold.

el

" Wehad awonderful rest by the
sad seawaves.. /'

THE HARVARD CRIMSON

A.F.NAZRO '03, President CHDERBY '03, BusinessManager
FDROOSEVELT '04, Managing Editor A.c.TRAV1S'05, Secretary

CAMBRIDGB
MAY 6, 1903,
WEDNESDAY.
Dearet Mama—

Jug asragp tosay that | am alive & well. | had amog delightful all
night dance lag Friday, a subscription affair & went to Gloucester
Saturday to Monday to gay with Dr. Andrew, Professor of Political
Economy. T. Beal & Leverett Bradley dsothere& wehad awonder -
ful reg by the sxd sa waves. | was dected to the Memorial Society
lag Monday on thefirst ten—it isa good thing to make. C. E. Norton
ishead of it. Last night | became head librarian of the Fly for ensuing
year. This between oursdves | have been working like sverd
canines | snt home my bes purchase yet—the bes possble s of
Morted' Arthur & very hard to get. | have had an order for it for over
a year. Be careful of it & open it nicely! Rode with Eleo Sers
Monday & have been getting out Sx-page papers & ganding on my
head generally.

It was horrible about Uncle W. & Aunt J. Also about the Steen
Valetje gable! Also about Aunt Doe. Also about my going abroad
(I have applied for room). Alsoaboutitsbeing2a.m. Will writeby
Friday sure

Ever lovingly

F.D.R.

Leverett Bradley wasboth a Groton and Harvard dessmaeof F.D.R.: he
later taught at Frands Biggs Indian Mountain Schod. In 18% the
Memorial Soaety wasfounded " to perpetuate a knowledge of the higory
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of the University, and to commemorate the great men who have been
sudents or teachershere” The Society raised money, which went towar ds
the purchase of historical books, the giving of lecture coursss about
Harvard, preservation of the University grounds, and the like. The then
head of the Memorial Society was Professor Emeritus (History of Art)
Charles Eliot Norton, trandator of Dante, co-founder of The Nation,
intimate of theliterary great, and host to Kipling (Norton'sdaughter, Sara,
is credited with having rescued from Kipling's scrap-basket, and caused to
have published, the poet's Recessional). Eleanora (" Eleo") Sears was a
cousn of Julian and Archibald Gary Coolidge, and of Mary Newbold
(g.v.). She was ds a half-niece of Richard Sears national tennis sngles
champion from 1881 to 1887, and a most formidable sportswoman in her
own right. It may even be said that she was the emancipator of "the
weaker " in thefield of goorts, relegating that invidious phraseto limbo.
Her well-fortified postion as a Boston Brahmin gave her licence to defy
the conventions—she was the first woman to ride adride, thefirst to play
guash racquess . . . she drove a car, she flew an aeroplane, she was four
times U.S. doubles champion in tennis, and she once walked forty-seven
miles from Providence to Beacon Stregt in nine hours and fifty-three
minutesto win a bet. On walks of this order she frequendy usd Harvard
under graduates as pacemakers, but they very rarely were with her at the
end. For afull generation she was the spectacular epitome of the American
sportswvoman. The" horrible" eventsweremainly afireat UncleWarren
Delano's Seen Valetje gables in which a number of finehorsss were logt.

"Dont worry about me—I always

land on my feet. . ."
ss "CELTIC"
JULY 24,1903,
FRIDAY.

Dearest Mummy

The boat isjust out in the stream & | am only just beginning to
realize that | am actually off for t'other sde o' the Duck Pond.

545.

| have just stood on the after deck Se saw the Priscilla move out just
behind us with you on board | trust. | saw a figure in front of the
pilot house that | fancied was you as it waved. | am so glad Moo is
withyou & will beaweek at Campo. You will all have anicevisit at
Fairhaven.

| have opened one basket of fruit, the only one which has appeared
yet—Aunt Kass€s & it is delicious. Tell Aunt Annie her's will be
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even more enjoyed when we get several days out. And your basket |
am goingto eat all alone Segivenoneof it to C.B.B!

The purser says he mugt have all lettersat 6 p.m. so | mug hurry.
He expects an absolutely smooth voyage as the Oceanic which isjust
in had arough one & itisnever rough two weeksrunning at thistime
of year.

| shall unpack after we leave Sandy Hook, but | want to s the last
of lanU. | will writealong seamer letter & send a cable from Queens
town—Dbut you may not get it till M onday as the office might be shut.

Goodbye dear Mummy | am longing for Aug. 25. Dont worry
about me—I always land on my feet—but wish so much you were
with me.

Ever your devoted

ED.R.

He was off aboard the twenty-onethousand-ton White Sar Liner Celtic
on the previoudy debated European haliday. The Priscilla wes anather
Fall River Line boat, bearing his mather and Muriel Ddano Raobbins
("Moao") in the direction of Campabdlo. His travdling companion on
thetrip waesa dassmae CharlesB. Bradley, an ude at F.D.R.'swedding
and in later lifeganeard cound for the Prudential Life Insurance Company.

" There will be some oil in the

vinegar anyway!
WHITE STAR LINE
JULY 24, 1903,
FRIDAY.
[no salutation]

The boat is nearing Sandy Hook & thisis a lag line. Delightful
breeze cool, & smooth ssa. A Groton boy, John Symonds [Simong],
ison board & | am told also Mr. [Arthur] Woods (I haven't yet ssm
him) so therewill be some oil in the vinegar anyway!

Loads of love Hope Half M oon has come.

F.D.R.

A picurepodcard to hismother at Campobdlo.
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" Saturday—up at 9:15—delightful

bath—enormousbreakfast.. ."
s$ "CELTIC"
JULY 24,1908,
FRIDAY.
Dearest Mummy

It was so nice seeing the "Priscilla" go out just astern of us,.but |
almost wished | was on the familiar old Sound route instead of passing
out through the Narrows. We dropped the pilot all right about
7 o'clock and | am just through dinner—at the second table on the
port Sde & | am just able to hold the pen now owing to great internal
pressure. It is very smooth and a most perfect evening, with Fire
Island lightinthe distance. Wi ll addto this occasionally

Saturday—

Up at 9.15—delightful bath—enormous breakfast—then straightened
out a few belongings and before | knew it lunch-time and another
gorge took place. Now about sundry others on board—The Pitnays—
C.B.B.'s uncle and aunt are very nice; dso they have a small son aged
about 10. But the best acquisition to the human menagerie is Mr.
Woods and John Symonds—who is in Warren's form at School and
avery good lad. Also at our tableis Arthur Gordon, of Savannah, the
brother of Mrs. Wayne Parker, and he appears very nice.

We ran today 249 and are taking a very Southerly course. | long
for a possible pen—these in the library curl up and die if you press on
them at all.

Sunday—

Upintimefor the last of breskfast and went to the service with the
Pitnays, Mr. Woods & Mr. Gordon, contributing 50 cents to the plate
thus securing a e passage across. There is avery slight sa but this
leviathon "passes no remarks'—merely plugs along at 17 knots day
in & day out, and you wouldn't suspect the existence within ahundred
miles of machinery worth ten or fifteen thousand horse-power. Run
401 miles—very fair—Usual routine of gormandising. C.B.B. doesn't
feel quite up to the mark.

Monday—

Exciting games of shuffleboard, quoits & push-golf today with
Messrs. Woods, Gordon & Symonds. Run 391. Same slight ssa and
S.W. wind. | find Gordon most interesting—he was at Yale in '93
and knows many of my friends.
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TueSaay—

C.B.B. fedsquiteill & thinksit indigestion. He hasn't moved from
his chair & will s the Dr. if not better tonight. Same weather &
water conditions & the boat absolutdy geady. Run 395. It is a bit
hazy now & looks like fog. We are far south—jug beginning to turn
northwar d—and only 400 odd miles from the Azores.

Wednesday.

Lasknight C.B.B. felt so badly that hegot theDr . & found tempera-
ture of 103. We were rather alarmed but Dr. sysit is a mild attack
of malaria and will wear off in a few days Funny place to get such
adissee Heisin bed of course and feds wretchedly.

It became foggy early this morning but haslifted occasonally during
the day, so we have not been bothered much by thewhisde. Run 402,

Thursday—

Today | have pent mog of thetime in interesting talkswith Arthur
Gordon—on negro, political, educational & other topics

Charley feds a good deal better and brighter and he has amost no
fever but gaysin bed. It istoo bad as heis missng a good trip. The
sa looks fairly rough, but it takes dose watching to se our bow or
gern lift and dip what looks to be about sx inches on the horizon. It
is still very foggy though not egpecially wet and it has not prevented
exciting games on deck. Run 392.

Friday—

Charley did not fed so well thisa.m. but | think it is merely because
heistired of being all thetimein a narrow berth as he fedsfitter this
p.m. and the Doctor says he ought to be up tomorrow. He may go
draight to London with me as he couldn't to to Scodand on Sunday
owing to lack of trains and doesn't want to run the risk of not being
well there. We expect to get to Queenstown tomorrow morning
about 8 o'dock—too late to get to Liverpool that night—so we ought
to land early Sunday morning and get to London in time for lunch.
It has deared up today and the run was 400. The " Celtic" has made
a remarkable record for evenness of gpesd—all the runs have been
between 391 and 402—and we have—or had—301 miles from noon
today to Queenstown.

By the way, the Carnegies on board are the A.C. znd's, he being a
nephew of thereal article and cheap enough, | gather.

| have accomplished a good deal on the trip—have done a lot of
work on my editorials—reading over lagt years with the comments on
them—, have read 2/3 of "John Percyfidd," when it was solen out
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of my deck chair in broad daylight, much to my disggust as | liked it
and thought it dever. The fruit—yours, Aunt Kasies & Aunt
Annies—has been a condant source of delight, and has been the means
of saving the inner man. Our plans are sill quite at ssa—no joke
intended—and we shan't decide between Nor mandy, the I talian Lakes,
Interlaken and the Tyr ol until we get to London.

| am thinking of you asjust getting settled at Campo & am so anxious
to hear about the house—al about the" Half Moon" . | haveahorrid
feding that something has gone wrong with her just because | am not
there to save you the worry of it all. Give my love to the Pdls—«
ecrivez les nouvelles—l am so0 glad Moo iswith you, she is 0 dear, |
am only too sorry to miss her visit. Hope Uncle Fred has gone up on
theyacht. Alsothat Aunt Tilly will go toyou. Y ou wont hear from
me again till via the Wednesday seamer which is the Teutonic or
Majegtic | think.

With lots & lots of love your devoted Globe Trotter—

Have you finished the Lightning Conductor?

Also | have read 150 pages of Notre Dame de Paris.

This mugt go to the mail bag tonight. 11 p.m

F.D.R.

The golen book which he thought dever was the just-published John
Percyfield, the Anatomy of Cheerfulness, by CharlesHanford Henderson.
Also recaiving some reflection were his Crimson editorial duties, which
wou_léj begin the forthcoming Harvard year when he took over as
president.

" Thoseinfernal Bank Holidays—
the invention of the devil..."
BURLINGTON HOTEL, W.
AUG. 3, 1903,
MONDAY.
Dearest Maama,
| cannat tell you how happy it made me to get your letter from the
Fall River Boat. It seamed s0 drange to get news from home at
Queenstown! We got to that place at 9 Saturday morning, and just
as we were leaving we saw the King come into the harbor on the
"Victoriaand Albert," accompanied by four battleships. It was great
luck but unfortunately we were at leas a mile away. We got to
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Liverpool a 10 p.m. Saturday, top late to land so we had a quiet
night in the harbor. Welanded at at [sic] 9 o'clock yesterday, Sunday,
& | came straight up to London with Arthur Gordon arriving at 2.
Charley, who felt of course much weakened after the malaria went to
Scotland by the Doctor's advice, spending last night in Liverpool or
Chester, | don't know which. He will not come to London until
next Saturday am. so until then | am on my own hook.

Asitisno funto put on "lugs" when one is aone | decided not to
go to Claridge's, so came here on die recommendation of S. Hooper
Hooper, the locally celebrated Ward McAllister of Ye Litde Town of
Boston, who was on the " Celtic" with us, but who got off at Queens-
town to s the King or kiss the Blarney stone, | don't know which.
The Burlington street side of the house is fearfully costly, but the sde |
am on, on Cork Street is more liked by my purse—made up chiefly of
bachelors rooms and patronized by many army officers. | have anice
room up twoflights, at 5 shillings.

Eh bien, when | got here at 2 | promptly lay down and dept till 6
when | had a bath and dined at Claridge's. Most excellent meal—
with apint of Burgundy and a good "seegar"—dien | went for a 'bus
ride and went to bed at 11. The change of air made me deepy and |
dept until 11.30 this morning. To my chagrin | discovered that today
was one of those infernal Bank Holidays—the invention of the devil—
0 of course not a thing was open & | can't get mail or anything till
tomorrow. Thisp.m. | caled on the Edwardes, they are all in Godal-
ming & | left cards—shan't have time to go down to se them. Then
| paid a call of an hour on Alice Parker who is staying with her Aunt
Mrs. Low, Arthur Gordon's sger. Tomorrow night | dine with the
Lows at Claridge's & Cousins Douglas & Corinne [Robinson] & little
Corinne will probably be there too

Tomorrow | shdl go to the City early—see Lord Revelstoke if he
isin and then order clothes. Also | shal probably hear Jxom-Lady
Cholmely and if she wants me | shall go to Easton on Wednesday &
return Friday. | have wired E. Bell to come here Friday. Nothing
more decided about plans. | will post this tonight to catch the North
Germ. Lloyd & will write by the White Star boat again.

Ever dfec.

F.D.R.

Edward V11, with Queen Alexandra, dter a Sate visit to Ireland, was just
departing for Cowes to oosarve the British naval manoeuvres which com-
menced on August 5. A Boston combination including various parts of
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Ward MacAllister, Harry Lehr, Charles and Co., and Bellows, was the
jusdy renowned Mr S. Hooper Hooper, who came of a well-established
Back Bay family. Since he was also a wine merchant of renown, with a
gore near the Racquet Club, he conveyed both social and spirituous grace
upon the beau-monde of his day. Henry George Edwardes, a younger
son of thethird Baron Kensington, had been afriend of F.D.R/sfather and
mother; he was in the British Legation in Washington in 1887 during the
winter the Roosevelt family Uvea there. He had two children of F.D.R.'s
age, who are probably those referred to in the letter: Cecil, who died
in 1905, and Sylvia Gay Edwardes, Maid of Honour to Queen Victoria
from 1897 to 1901. The branch of the Baring family with which the
Roosevelts were most closdly acquainted had received the barony Revel-
goke of Revelstoke. The " Lord Revelstoke" mentioned here was John
Baring, a partner in Baring Brothers and, as a usual concomitant to this
latter, a director of the Bank of England. "Lady Cholmely" was the
former Edith Sophia, a daughter of Sir CharlesRowley, who had married
Sir Hugh Arthur Henry Cholmeley (a family not to be confused with
the Marquessss and Earls of Cholmondeley, hereditary Joint Great
Chamberlains of England). She and her husband, the third barongt, lived
at Eagton Hall, Grantham, in Lincolnshire. They had three daughters (s
p. 427) roughly F.D.R.'sage Mary Sdina, Winifred, and Aline Janetta.
Before inheriting his tide Sr Hugh had been for six years a Member of
Parliament for Grantham. The family were old friends of James Roose-
velt and hiswife. " E. Bell" wasEdward Bell, aHarvard dasamate, later
Counsdlor of the American Legation in Peking. " Little Corinne" wasthe
daughter of Corinne Roosevelt and her hushand, Douglas Robinson, a
well-known New York edate agent. She married Jossph Wright Alsop;
the newspaper columnists Jossgph and Stewart Alsop areher sons

" It was delightful & Miss Truax
whistled for us afterwards. . ."
EASTON, GRANTHAM
AUG. 5, 1903,
WEDNESDAY.
DearestM um—

Just got here today at 5 o'clock—but | will go back to where | left
off my last. Tuesday a.m | went to Barings, saw old Mr. B. & he was
very nice, got latter of credit & notes from Aunt Doe & Winnie
Cholmeley—the letter asking me to come Aug. 4 or 5, so | wired
acceptance. Then | went to Johnstone & ordered 1 dresssuit, 1 dinner-
coat suit, 1 winter suit, two summer suits & 1 frock coat & trousers!
Prices not as high as Poole—but they weren't low! Then | went to
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Thresher & Glenny & ordered riding bresches & had the good luck
to meet Gerald Boardman & Allen Sumner, so we went together &
saw S Paul's, lunched at Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese—Sam Johnson's
*joint" 8c then went to several book-stores 8c Westminster Abbey.
Thistook up all p.m. so | had no moretimeto shop. At 81 dined at
Mrs. Low's8c hehad also Alice Parker & her Father, Arthur Gordon,
Lord & Lady Munson (shewasrecently Mrs. Turnure) aMissRichard-
on of New Orleans 8c Munro [Monroe Robinson] 8c Corinnie! It
was delightful 8c Miss Truax whisded for us afterwards. At 10.30
Corinne, Munro 8c | drove home in a hansom & | saw Cousns Corinne
8c Douglasfor about 15 minutes. It was o nice & made me fed quite
at home.

Thisam. | packed mog exquisitely 8c then ordered riding boots 8c
patent leather button shoes & had my first fitting at Johngton. At 2 |
caught a very fag train & got to Grantham at 405 & herein f of an
hour, finding the three girls. Lady C. is unfortunately sssing no one
but her hushand—it isa kind of res cure for nervousess | fancy—so |
shan't s her. | remembered nearly everything perfecdy—even the
girls—May is rather better looking but it is not saying a great dedl,
though deisvery nice. Winnieis| think thenices & quite datdy &
Alineisreally quite pretty & leslarge than the others.

| walked to the gables 8c farm on arrival 8c then played a game of
tenniswhich nearly melted me as| had on travelling dothes Delicious
dinner & Sr Hugh evidendy desred me to sample his wine cdlar but
| only took onekind—for which | have been alternately patting mysdf
on the back 8c kicking mysdlf ever sncel

Thishouseisa Dream of Nirvana & asthe stuation much ressmbles
ours | am taking notes 8c measurements of everything. The whole
place is aimog too good to betrue, & if C.B.B. isn't well by Saturday
| shal return on the 12th 8c shoat, ancther dream.—Friday | return
to London & Saturday am Charley comes—The Newbolds wenjt*"to
Scodand two days before | arrived! Ned's dinner is on Sunday so we
don't go to Continent till Monday. Loads of love. | expect letters on

returntoL.
F.D.R.

Allen Sumne wasin F.D.R'sdasat Harvard, Gerald Boardman a year
ahead. umne fought with the United Sates Marinesin the Fird World
War, and weskilled in 1918. An amusing rdigious natein the New York
Tribunefor July 14, 1902, recardsthe firg blossoming of " Miss Truax”
before the public eye " At the srvice in the Lexington Avenue Baptig
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Church yesterday morning Shumann's' Traumer e’ waswhigtled by Miss
Louise Truax. Miss Truax whisded her sdlo whilethe collection wasbeng
taken. So plessad were the worshippersthat after the sarvice they induoed
he to whisde' The Mocking Bird. Miss Truax isningean yearsold....
Six yearsago, whileliving in Detroit, she discovered her natural gift, and
seimmediatdy garted to aultivateit. Shepradtissd daily for sverd hours
until se aoquired a regge of three odaves Two years ago she made
he firg appearancein public asawhisder ... Mme. Cappiani and Miss
Emma Thursby became interested in her. They aided he in the cultiva-
tion of he whigling power." And to thisit should be added diat Miss
Truax shilated from one internationa triumph to ancther, eventually
performing at royal command before Edward V1 1.

e

" | walked uptothebestlooking
dameinthebunch & said'hondy? .. ."

GRAND H6TEL VICTORIA, INTBRLAKEN
AUG. 12, 1903,
WEDNESDAY.
Dearest Mama—

| have been trying to find a moment to drop you a line ever snce
thefirst day at Grantham, but didn't sucoesd —

The day after | got to the Cholmeeys was perfect and in the morn-
ing | fished with Aline & caught four trout—one of them over a
pound—& the others we threw back. It ssemed quite too wonderful
to be getting excdlent sport within a couple of hundred fegt of the
house—and what a hous? The family must have thought me crazy
to rubber so at the pictures & library, for it was almost my mode
library—with three digtinct parts and yet all thoroughly liveable and
satisfactory.—After luncheon Winnie, Aline & | drove over to Belvoir
—achancel at oncejumped at as| have heard Papa eak of it so much
that | was wild to s it. The family were all out but the old house-
kesper showed over the entire "see-able' part of the house—only not
the actual living rooms of the Duke. | thought it magnificent and the
paintings are very fine—but it is of course distincdy a show place and
the Cagde is not entirdly homelike. Then we walked about the
gardens—the situation of the Casle is indeed perfect—and met the
old Duke on horssback in a high hat, accompanied by his Chaplain.
TheDukeis 87 or s0 & very old in looks—but it iswonderful that he
can ride—jugt asmy Great Grandfather R. did.

On our return to Eagon at 6 we four had a s of tennis & after
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dinner played bridge again. On Friday | wasto returned to London—
but somehow did not as the programme was too alluring. Intheam.
| fished again—downstream—but it was too sunny & | only got two
small ones. After luncheon we played fiveson the billiard table, & at
three Sir Hugh, Aline & | drove over to the place of the Lord-
Lieutenant of the County—beyond Grantham. The place is caled
Belton | think & his name was as near as | could gather Brownel or
something like it. It is a most perfect place & house & there was a
large house party there besdes lots of neighbors—all having tea on a
heavenly terrace. As a large detachment of volunteers were encamped
in the park there were officers there too—among them Gen. Gatacre
of South African war fame. As| knew the uncivilized English custom
of never introducing people | had about three fits when we arrived &
got at once separated from Aline & her Father—but | walked up to
the best looking dame in the bunch & said "howdy?" Things at once
went likeoil & | was soon having flirtationswith three of the nobility
at the same time. | had awalk with the hogtesses niece over the entire
house which was redly perfect in every way—I mean the house—
although the walk wasn't bad—I will have to wait to tell you about it
in person—again | mean the house. Then | inspected the gardens with
another ‘chawmer' & ended up by jollying the hodess herself all by
her lonesome for ten minutes while a uniformed Lord stood by &
never got in anything except an occasional "aw" or an "l sy." We
stayed about an hour and | made about 15 bosom friends & got on so
well with about 10 of these that | found out their names! After our
return | fished for a haf-hour—had dinner {and some port of about
A.D. 1800 that made me almost weep for joy) & then played bridge
again. On Saturday | had a nice walk about the place before leaving
at 11.30. Winnie went to London with me—to visit somewhere in
Kent. | tried on at tailors & met Ned Bell & C.B.B. at 4 p.m. The
latter was quite recovered | am glad to say. Wedined at the Trocadero
& went to "The Schoolgirl" which wasn't bad. On Sunday we all
lunched at Princes & had adrivein p.m. and found George Williamson.
We had a most heavenly 21 Birthday dinner of Ned's at the Cafe
Royal—just the four of us—we [with] goldfish on the table—music
etc—all in aperfect little private dining room.

On Monday | had to hustle to get through—make arrangements to
have Johnstone send me a trunk to the Steamer at Southampton—~&
packed my other things. C.B.B. & | left at 9 for here via Dover &
Bade—had a vile channel crossing—which came so near to upsetting
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my digestion that my sock of English French and German profanity
absolutdy ran dry. There was no Wagon Lit on the train—so on
arrival at Calaiswe wrapped up in rugs & lay out on the ssts Got to
Badeat noon & hereat 5 p.m. yesterday.

Today we dept till 9, saw the town & spent the rest of the day on
a ddightful trip through Grindelwald, Scheidegg, Wengernalp &
Lauterbrunn, about 6 hours nearly all the time in an observation car.
We really saw all that is possble outsde of long tramps & the views
of the Jungfrau, Wetterhorn Monch, Eiger etc were magnificent, you
almog felt you could touch them.

Tomorrow we go to Gieshach & Meiringen & Friday drive over the
Grimsdl passto Brieg, 54 miles. Brieg asyou know is dose to Zer matt
at the mouth of the new Simplon—& on Saturday we go to Geneva or
M ontreux—then to Paris Sunday night & sail Wednesday a.m.

Thereyou haveit all & | will be home a few days after this letter—
It has been perfect so far & great fun but | wont be sorry to get home—
though | could have a good time right here for a month—

Ever dear mum Lovingly

F.D.R.

Belvoir Casde, in Leicestershire, had devolved upon the ancient and
noble Rudand family in 1508. The "old Duke" whom F.D.R. en-
countered was John Manners, seventh Duke of Rutland, who had suc
ceeded to the dukedom in 1888. Prior to that time he was for a while
actively asodated, as a member of the House of Commons, with the
"Young England" party under the leadership of Disraeli, wherein he
worked to restore the palitical pregtige of the aristocracy through a more
enlightened attitude towards the working dassss  Adelbert Wellington
Brownlow, third Earl Brownlow and Lord-Lieutenant of Lincoln
County, lived at Belton House. General Sr William Forbes Gatacre
commanded a British division in the South African War, and wasrather ill-
usd by the Boers. Three months prior to the date of thisletter The School
Girl, produced by Geor ge Edwar des and Charles Frohman, had opened at
the Prince of Wales Theatre. A contemporary newspaper review noted
that the play "was received with great applause The cag includes Edna
May, Miss'BilUe' Burke, PaulineChase____EdnaM ay wasnervousand
out-of-voice. . . . Miss Burke made the hit of the evening. ..." A
Harvard man one year ahead of F.D.R. was George Williamson, then
about to enter Christ Church College at Oxford. Williamson had dose
English ties, enlisted in a British regiment, and on November 12, 1914,
died in a Belgian clearing hospital—the first Harvard man to los hislife
inthewar.
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" It was a magnificent trip..."
[INTERLAKJBN]
AUG. 12, 1903,
WEDNESDAY.
[no salutarionj
We made the round trip from Interlaken in 1 day—Grindelwald,
Wengernalp, Lauterbrunnen. It was a magnificent trip & gave the
best possible idea without staying at least a week.
F.D.R.
This was a postcard widi a Swniss view and the welcoming legend Gruss
CMS Lauterbrunnen. In his devious, one-day sweep around the Alps, he
got off two more picture-postcards from Isdtwald and Giesshach; three
from Meiringen, showing views of Wengernalp, the Jungfrau, and
Grindelwald, all without any message other than hisinitials; another card
from Meiringen, dated August 13, saying: " Arrived Thursday 4 p.m.";
and a final card from Meiringen, dated August 13, with a view of

Grimsal-Hospiz and the message: " Leaveheretomorrow at 6a.m." Two
weeks later he was home.

"Many hundreds of young men
aretodayassuming..."

(An editorial in the Harvard Crimson of September 30, 1903.)

Even as the oldest institution of learning on this continent is growing
greater and better every year, so we hope that the dass which enters
Harvard today will prove the largest and the best which ever came
here. Many hundreds of young men are today assuming for the first
time much of the responsibility which they will have to face in after
life, and it is here that thefirst, and in many cass thefinal, judgment
will be made of the work of every individual. In the four years of
under graduate Ufe not only can individual careers be made much #s
they arein the outside world, but the dass as a whole will bejudged
favorably or the reverse, directly according to the success of its separate
members.

It is this idea of responsibility which every Freshman should keep
constandy before him—responsibility to the University, to his dass
and to himself; and the only way to fulfill thisis to be always active.
The opportunities are almost unlimited: There are athletics—a dozen
kinds—and athletic managements, literary work on the University
publications and the outside press, philanthropic and religious work,
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and the many other intereststhat are bound to exist. Surely the average
Freshman can choose at leas one of theee and go into it with all his
energy. Every man should have a wholesome horror of that happy
go-lucky date of doing nothing but enough dassoom work to keep
off probation. It is not so much brilliance as effort that is appreciated
her e—deter mination to accomplish something.

Thus only can the Class of 1907 come to be known as a "good
dass" The University is confident that every one of its members will
realize his obligations at the outsst and that resulting sucoess will
attend the dass throughout its future.

Thus did the Crimson, gravely, admonishingly, voicing a call to the

srenuous life, reave the dass of 1907, in an editorial written by its new

presdent, Franklin Roosevdt. At thistime a Crimson presdent had the

reponshility for writing all the editorials not until 1907 did the sygem

change and an editorial board begin to enage o, athough F.D.R..

mud have had oocasond assgance from his managing editors modt of the
editorials through the half-year of his Crimson presdency can be with

authority attributed to his pen. SHeded examples are published here

complementary and relating to the letters

o

" | amtomakean addresstothe
Freshman classon Friday..."
AIPHA DBLTA PHI CLUB
OCT. I, 1903,
THURSDAY.
Dearest Mama—

On Saturday | went to Groton and had a ddightful Sunday at the
Billy-Wag's—| saw Herman [Rogers] and Hall, who areboth getting
on finely and are much liked. | saw a lot of Warren and although it
poured mos of the time we managed to have a walk. All Monday
and in fact every gpare moment has been taken up with the paper
(which by the way | hope you are getting) and | have litde time to
think about coursess However | have talked it over with a good many
Professors who advise Graduate School aso with many Law School
men who all say 1 would regret it if | went to the L.S. thisyear. So |
am regigering today in the Graduate School and will probably take
four or five History and Economics coursss which really interest me
but which are harder than English. | do not in the least expect to get
the degree but the training will be excelent.
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| am to make an address to the Freshman dass on Friday! Thisis
only one of my amusements just now! So glad you enjoy Farmington.

Affec.
F.D.R.

"Hall" was G. Hall Roosevelt, younger brother of his future wife. By
regigering in the Graduate School, F.D.R. became dligible for a Master
of Arts degree—which he did not achieve, his numerous outsde activities
doubtless ganding in the way of the intensve sudy and high marks
required for afour-year M .A. Thecoursssfor thislast Harvard year were:

(i) English u-A. A half-year course in Bacon, Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Fridays at n, under Assgant Professor Fred Norris Robinson,
noted editor of the Cambridge Chaucer.

(2) History //. The History of England during the Tudor and Stuart
Periods, a full-year course given Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays at 12 by Roger Bigelow Merriman, one of Harvard's out-
ganding historians and later the master of Eliot House.

(3) History 10-B. A half-year coursein American history: The Develop-
ment of the West. It was taught by visiting Professor Frederick Jack-
on Turner, of the University of Wisconsin, whose book, The
Frontier in American History (acollection of historical esayswritten
during this period in his life), had a profound influence upon
higorians.

(4) History 16-A. The History of Continental Europe from the Peace
of Utrecht to the Fall of Napoleon I; a half-year course on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays at 9 with myopic Professor MacVane.

(5) History 16-B. Second half-year: the History of Continental
Europe snce the Fall of Napoleon I, same hours, same teacher.

(6) History 2J. Another course with Dr Merriman: the History of
Germany from the Reformation to the Close of the Thirty Years
War. Held on Tuedays Thursdays, and Saturdays at 10, ssoond
half-year.

(7) Economics 5. First half-year: the Economics of Transportation,
meseting Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays at 10 with Professor
William Zebina Ripley. The latter was an authority on railways,
srved in the Government during and after the First World War,
and on the Intersate Commerce Commisson from 1920 to 1923.
He was the author of a number of influential books on the economic
agpedts of the railway industry, and has been dexcribed as "a lead-
ing advocate of the control of holding companies for the protection
of the small investor."

(8) Economicsy-B. The second half-year with Professor Ripley, on the
Economics of Corporations.

(9) Economics 8-B. A half-year course Banking and the History of
Banking Sysems Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 10 under
the direction of Dr Oliver M. W. Sprague Professor Sprague be-
came one of Harvard's leading economists, economic adviser to the
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Bank of England from 1930 to 1933, and in the latter year joined
F.D.R.'s Brain Trug when he became a gpedd asidant to the
Sardary of the Treasury. He attended the London Monegtary
Conference in June of 1933, at which time his name was promi-
nendy in the news Therealts of the Conference wer e disappoint-
ing to him, and, after eqresing srong dissgreament with the
Gwerngwmt's mongary policy, he resgned and returned to
Harvard.

(10) Economics 8-A. Saond half-year; a gengal urvey coure in
Currency Legidation, Experiencg and Theory in Reoent 'ftmes
taught by Abram Piatt Andrew.

«0-0-0

" Every man at Harvard who takes
anyinterestin athletics. . ."

(An editorial in the Harvard Crimson of October 6, 1903))

Every man at Harvard who takes any interes in athletics realizes
that the football team, in order to be successful, has a peculiarly hard
task before it. The lack of heavy men is how even more pronounced
than lag year: there are indeed scarcdy enough playing now to form
one team of only average weight and ability. It is certain that many
men are in the University who are of auffident weight to make it an
obligation to their felows to answer the appeal of Captain [Carl B.]
Marshall and Coach [J.S] Crangton. Lack of experience is no excuse
for not corning out, and every addition to the squad means improved
possihilities for the development of a good deven.

At
" Theaddresstothe Freshmen
scaredmetodeath . .."
ALPHA DELTA PHI CLUB
OCT. 7, 1903,
WEDNESDAY.
Deares Mama—

| am now fully in the Graduate School—too desp to get out or
change my mind. | am taking five coursss in the Department of
History and Palitical Economy—which interests me much more than
English but which is aso much harder. | have few hopes of getting
an A.M.—indeed | am quite indifferent about it, but the coursss will
do me lots of good, whether | get B or D in them and to do the
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former would make me work so hard that | could not dojustice to
my Senior year.

My courses are History n, on Middle English History, very hard

but excellent; History 16, the Hist, of Continental Europe from 1715
to today; Economics 8—the history & theory of banking; Economics
9, the history of Transportation (rail-roading etc) in the U.S.; and
English 11, a course on Bacon which is good & which | was allowed
to take.
« After the football game Saturday at which | ushered, | went to the
Beals at Beverly, & attended a small dance at the golf club. Sunday
we spent at the Sohiers camp & had a swim. Alice Sohier is still on
her back after having her appendix removed last week. | came back
after dinner on Sunday & wrote my editorial—What do you think
of them so far? The address to the Freshmen scared me to death but
| survived—I drooled onjournalism here & also on strenuousness etc.

Please wire who is coming on the 16th, Friday. Are H. [Helen]
Cutting, Eleanor & Moo all coming to us? | bring home H. Peabody,
Livingstone Davis probably & | may have one other. Jimmy Jackson
can't come. The paper takes every moment of time.

Ever
F.D.R.

The Freshman Reception washeld in Memorial Hall, alarge congruction
completed in 1878 asa Civil War memorial, and conggting of three parts:
Memorial Dining Hall (one of the two commons at that time), a transept
with commemor ative plaques and windows, and an auditorium known as
Sanders Theatre. On "Bloody Monday" evening the incoming dass
gathered in Sanders to hear gpesthes from members of the faculty and
from prominent sniors on the order described by F.D.R. in this letter.
Afterwards the Freshmen moved into the Dining Hall for an informal
reception. Then the official ceremonies terminated, the official personages
looked the other way, and the Freshmen passd out into Harvard Yard,
where upperdasamen had arranged a special welcome of their own. The
nature of this varied from year to year, and cannot be precisdy defined;
as good a description as any occurs in Charles Macomb Flandrau's The
Diary of a Freshman, published in 1901: " A sound of confused cheering
reached me the moment | got outsde and when | passd through the gate
| could s down die long quadrangle what seamed to be a batde of will-
0-thewigps—a swaying, shifting, meeting, parting, revolving myriad of
flickering lightsand lurid faces | ran until | reached the edge of the crowd,
and stood for a minute or two daring and listening. The felows were
surging wildly up and down and across the Yard with torches in their
hands, cheering and singing. Whenever enough men got together, they
would lower their torches and charge the whole length of the Yard—
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amid a howl! of ressntment—like a company of lancers. Then by the time
they had turned to plough back again, ancther group would have formed,
which usually met thefirst one half-way with aterribleroar and a dash of
tin torches—a drench of kerosene and a burst of flame. Two German
bands that never sopped playing the 'Blue Danube' and the 'Washington
Pogt* werehuddled at either encTof theYard. Now and then a sort of tidal
wave of lights and facss and frantic hands would swell rapidly toward
them, lap them up, engulf them, and then go swirling back again to the
middle. But they never sopped playing—even when they became hope-
lesdly scattered and horribly reunited.”

-0-0-0

"...apractical idea of the workings
of apolitical system..."

(An editorial in the Harvard Crimson of October 8, 1903.)

We arc reminded by the communication about voting in the New
Y or k election that the Political Club here has afield for work which is
very large and in which much good might be done. Last year this
organization took a good step in arranging a few talks on politics,
but-these talks would do more good if there were more of them and
if they were open to the whole University.

No attempt, however, is made to give a practical idea of the work-
ings of a political system—of the machinery of primary, caucus, con-
vention, election and legislature. With such a large city as Boston
close at hand it would be easy to send in parties, under the guidance of
some experienced man, which in one day could learn more than
through the means of lectures. There must be many among us who,
whether or not of a voting age, would be more than glad to gain
knowledge by actual experience of the intricacies of Federal, State and
Municipal politics.

According to a contemporary University Register: " The object of die
Harvard Palitical Club is to educate its members in the subject of palitics
and to encourage interest in that subject among members of the University
atlar ge.... Several public addressss by prominent men are given each year
in order to bring this club and its aim before the members of the Univer -
sity." Membership was open to all, with a small initiation fee. Apart
from the public lectures there were fortnightly meetings for members
only. The Political Club was an evanescent organization which appeared
and dissppeared, depending upon how much college interest could be
aroused.

G-
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"e..waiving myarms& legshbefore
several thousand spectatorse .. "

THE HARVARD CRIMSON

F.D.ROOSEVELT '04, President P.DANA '04, Business Manager
W.R.BOWIE '04, Managing Editor C.BURLINGHAM '06, Secretary

CAMBRIDGE
OCT. 26, 1903,
MONDAY.

Dearest Mama—

| have been a perfect pig about writing—have beenjust agoin’ to
every day, but somehow it never got actually on paper. | wired you
yesterday that | still weigh 160 pounds in natal garb—and am otherwise
enjoying salubrity. Last week | putinlotsof excellent work outside of
gudies. | suddenly became energetic & saw Dr. Morgan twice about
my ocular organs—He says they are really better than they were four
years ago. The reason that they have been dlightly annoying at times
is because my glassss have been too strong—so you s it would have
been better if | had not worn them so much lately—! | have ordered
new lenses and sh'd get them in afew days. There was a Fly dinner
on Saturday, so | spent Sunday in Cambridge. | was one of the three
cheer leedersinthe Brown game & feltlikeaD. .. F. . . waiving my
ams & legs before severa thousand amused spectators! It is a dirty
job, one gets chiefly ridicule—but some poor devil hasto suffer & one
can't refuse—

| have looked at one horse—not satisfactory, & am to se another
tomorrow. | hope hewill do—though | don't know when 1'd get time
toride. Next Saturday | go to Cousin Julids in the evening 6¢ return
Sunday night. Y ours of yesterday has just come. It's too bad Miss C.
doesn't improve—What are you going to do? By the way how are
you going to put four full grown females into the apartment tomorrow
night? Don't you want me to come & dep in the bath-tub?! |
don't s& how | can possibly get off before the midnight train on
Monday next—I have to be here to s about the paper. Willletyou
know any way.

Ever
F.D.R.
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Thefairly prevalent college custom was and still is to choose cheer |eaden
not for any gymnagic ability, but for dass prominence—the idea pre-
sumably being that greater recognizability produces a more intense
reponse The week-end visit mentioned here was to Cousin Julia Delano,
of New Bedford. There are severa evidences that F.D.R. felt strongly
about theway Har var d football games wer e conducted, not only from the
agect of how well the team played, but—and the following is an excerpt
from an editorial in the Crimson of October 16,1903: " [it isproposed that]
a sgparate section be provided wher eladiesmay enter [the stadium] without
fear of being asphyxiated. It is undoubtedly disagreeable for ladies to be
surrounded with smoke and flying ashes from tobacco which is not always
of the begt quality."

"1 heard indirectly that... two of
Aunt Kassies men gave out.. ."
ALPHA DELTA PHI CLUB
OCT. 30, 1903,
FRIDAY.
Dearest Mama—

| can't possibly get off till the night train on Monday as my editorial
won't permit me to leave earlier. | will get to Hyde Park at 9.28 on
Tuesday and will have to leave again that night.

| don't remember whether | told you my last [letter] that | have
accepted the Mortons' invite. Lyman is going also.

Tomorrow | goto CousinJuliasat 5 p.m. after the feetball game at
which | again have to lead cheering. | will haveto return here Sunday
night, as thereis so much doing that | have to be on hand constantly.

Theweather isnice & warm again and | am wearing summer cloth-
ing. By the way | heard indirectly that about 3 weeks ago two of
Aunt Kass€s men for this party gave out—but that she had since
filled their places!

See you Tuesday—

With loads of love Ever

F.D.R.

" Theyareweary of aspirit that
will not awake . . ."

(An editorial in the Harvard Crimson of November 2, 1903.)
The Carlisle game was a notable victory for the Harvard eleven.
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The Indians were actually defeated; they scored only eeven points
and the University team scored all of twelve. Of course, the team was
satidied with so excdlent a showing. What did it nutter that the
Indians, some twenty or twenty-five pounds lighter to a man, had
literally run over them in thefirst half? What did it matter that, after
Harvard had gained the lead, the Indians were again on the way to
Harvard's goal line when time was called? What did it matter that
the Indians in gead, quickness and determination congpicuoudy out-
played a Harvard University deven? What did it matter >—Harvard
won. No wonder the team was satisfied!

But the undergraduates watching the game wer e not so well satidfied
as the deven. They have grown somewhat weary of the dow, lidless
play of certain men in theline, who seam to think that their weight isa
aufficient certificate of admisson to membership on a University team.
They are weary of a spirit that will not awake till the team isin a
desperate arigs, and goesto degp again when the crissisfancied to be
pag. They are weary and angry—why?—because they know there
is no reason why the team should not be powerful, aggressive and,
withal, succesful if it willsto be. The kind of coaching that will make
a victorious deven is present, the heavy and experienced material that
ordinarily would promise a victorious deven is present; all that is
needed is a sirit in the team of aggressve, vigorous deter mination—a
spirit that will begin fighting when the game begins and will not vanish
before the game ends The University bdieves the team potentially
formidable. It is waiting to s the team resolve actually to make
itsdf, by fierce and vigorous playing, as formidable as it ought to be.

How much longer mug the University wait?

As a possble goad to this editorial whiplashing, apart from the points
noted, one may make mention of an incident of the game. At the opening
of the second half the Indians of Carlisle College executed a famous trick.
Harvard kicked off, the ball was caught, tucked up under thejersey of a
player named Dillon, whereupon the latter proceeded to stroll to a touch-
down unnoticed by the Harvard team until too late. The spectators,
however, saw the lump on Dillon's back, and began roaring with laughter
asthe Harvard players raced about bewilderedly. This sametrick had been
played by the Harvard Lampoon on the Crimson in their annual football

game two years before, and was widely known.
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"1 wouldn't have missed my first
ballot for anything « .."
ALPHA DELTA PHI CLUB
NOV. 6, 1903,
FRIDAY.

Dearest M ama—

I had a good trip back and luckily secured a lower berth. | am so
glad that | had even those few hours with you, and | wouldn't have
missed my first ballot for anything. By the way you say nothing, in
the letter | havejust received, about the village election. Did Jones
get in as road-master—and who is Assembly man, Landon (the crazy
man) or Chanler (thelunatic)? On Wednesday | went to Southboro'
at 1 and saw the wonderful Groton victory of 35 to o; Warren was
dressed to play but as substitute did not get into the game and so just
missed getting his G.S.

The row about Monday's editorial is subsiding—at least half the
college think it was quite called for. Something of the kind was indeed
necessary but J shouldn't have made it quite so strong. However |
am glad to say the effect has beenjust what was wanted—it has stirred
up the team by making them angry and they are playing all the harder
for it. Yesterday | led the cheering in the Square when the team left
for Phila. and | am to be head leader on Saturday, so won't sit with the
Patter sons—thank the Lord. | will go to die apartment if| have time
as you suggest—!| have written Mary Morton & probably go up on
the 3.30 that day. The enclosed may amuse you—The figure on the
forward platform of the car is your son trying to lead cheers

Ever *

F.D.R.

This was an off-year date eection (national dections in the U.S.A. being
held every two years): in New York City, the Fusonis Seh Low
log to the Democrat George B. McClellan, son of the Civil War
general; whilein Dutchess County, where there was an eection for date
asemblyman, Democrat Robert W. Chanler won an unexpected victory
over Republican Francs G. Landon, who had "opposed the giving of
passs to legidators™ In this dection F.D.R. cag his first vote—at the
Hyde Park Town Hall, as he was to continue doing for theres of hislife.
In his reference to Chanler as "the lunatic" F.D.R. was understandably
confusing members of a very confusing family. There were three Chanler
brothers, all great-great-grandsons of John Jacob Astor. Lewis Stuyvesant
Chanler was dected Lieutenant-Governor of New York in 1906, on the
same ticket that ssw William Randolph Hearst (a Democrat) lose the
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governorship. Robert Winthrop Chanler engaged himsdlf inpoliticslike-
wise, though attaining lesslofty heights. Hefirst ran for sheriff of Dutchess
County, reputedly spending 20,000 dollars on his campaign for this
reasonably insignificant job, and of course winning the dection. He went
at his duties with vigour, deaned out the Poughkespse gaol to great
popular acclaim, and acquired the nickname of " Sheriff Bob." It was the
third of the brothers, John Armstrong Chanler, who was the lunatic, and
he was crazy only in certain parts of the country. He married a very
singular Virginian, alady novelist named Amelie Rives (later the Princess
.Troubetzkoy), from whom hewas divorced, and with surprising dispatch
after this latter event was committed to the Bloomington mental home
in New York Sate Thereheacquired the gift of automatic writing while
his brothers administered his million-dollar estate, but the exchange he
must hardly have felt compensatory, for in 1900, after three years in
Bloomington, he walked out of the asylum one afternoon and did not
reappear. His disappearance was a matter for newspaper headlines during
the ensuing period, until he turned up in a Virginia hospital, from which
he was rdeased as perfectly sane, and allowed to return to his home near
Richmond. He was therefore in the interesting position of being legally
insane in New York and quite otherwise in both Virginia and North
Carolina. Chanler proceeded from eccentricity to eccentricity, wrote
publishable books and unpublishable versedramas, but his immortality
derives from a sngle phrase His brother, Sheriff Bob, had reinquished
politics and gone to Paris, where he had become enmeshed in the toils of
the famous soprano, Lina Cavalieri, and sgned over his entire fortunein
exchange for that lady's artful hand. John Armstrong signalized the event
by wiring his brother the deathless quegtion, " Who's loony now?"

R e
"Hooray for the Ditnocrats of
Hoide Park!. . ."
The Harvard Crimson PAYSON DANA '04, Business Manager
The University Daily W.B.BRIGHAM '05, Asst.BusinessMgr.
CAMBRIDGE
NOV. 10, 1903,
TUESDAY.
Dearest M a—

It will give me great pleasure to lunch with you on Saturday at
1.30 at Sherry's!

| am too sorry to hear about your cold—you must be careful & get
over it entirely and quickly.

Too badJ.R.R. kicks about the wall—but go ahead & have it done.
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It will be a great improvement & he will appreciate it when it is
finished.

Hooray for the Dimocrats of Hoide Park!

I will meet you at 10 West 43rd on Sat. at about 7.30 am. Eleanor
[Roosevelt] is going to get four sets on the 3.38 up river so don't get
any. | will bring Lyman a towash Sedress & have breakfad.

| have been jumping round all day. Tomorrow | try another horse
& hopehe will auit.

Ever affec

FDR
How do you like my new writing?

The only date given on this letter is " Tueday Eve'; its plading in the

correppondence is therfore largdy conjetural. The wall in paint was

one which Sra Ddano Roosevet had dedded to condrud between her
edate and that of James Roosevdt Roosevet which adjoined; a minor

quarrd—mainly aethdic—ensued. Asfor the new handwriting spoken of
here, it had a very exaggerated dant, attaining sylish illegibility.

-

"1 dosowantyoutolearnto
lovemealittle. . ."

(A letter from Eleanor Roosevelt to her future mother-in-law.)

8 BAST 76TH STREET [N.Y.]
DEC. 2, 1903,
WEDNESDAY.
Dearest Cousin Slly,

I mug writeyou & thank you for being so good to me yesterday. |
know just how you fed & how hard it mug be, but | do so want you
tolearn to love me alittle. Y ou must know that | will alwaystry to
do what you wish for | have grown to love you very dearly during
the pag summer.

It isimpossble for meto tell you how | fed toward Franklin, | can
only sy that my one great wish is always to prove worthy of him.

| am counting the daysto the 12th when | hope Franklin & you will
both be here again & if there is anything which | can do for you you
will write me, won't you?

With much love dear Cousin Sally,

Always devotedly

ELEANOR.
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just prior to this letter F.D.R. had told his mother of his intention to
marry Eleanor Roosevelt It can be assumed that Sara Delano Roosevelt
was startled—and, at the prospect of surrendering her twenty-two-year-old
on just ashewasreturning to her after eight years of school, disnayed. At
any rate, one result of the announcement was this appealing letter, written
from the home of the Henry Parishes, Eleanor Roosevet's cousns with
whom shelived. (The official engagement notice did not appear until one
year later.)

el

" | amthehappiest man just now

in the world.. ."
THE HARVARD CRIMSON
DEC. 4, 1903,
FRIDAY.

Dearest Mama—

| have been absolutely rushed to death since I came back, with a
thousand things to attend to & meetings of the nomination committee
(for Senior Class elections) lasting up to 2 in the morning. | am to be
nominated anyway for an office & am naturally delighted— Y ou will
be as surprised as | was, when you hear what office— But | dont stand
a ghost of a show of being elected to it—though | am pleased at the
honor of nomination.

Dearest Mama—I| know what pain | must have caused you and you
know | wouldn't do it if | really could have helped it—mais tu sais
me voila! Thatsall that could be said—I know my mind, have known
it for a long time, and know that | could never think otherwise:
Result: 1 am the happiest man just now in the world; likewise the
luckiest— And for you, dear Mummy, you know that nothing can
ever change what we have always been & always will be to each other
—only now you have two children to love & to love you—and
Eleanor as you know will always be a daughter to you in every true
way—

| shall be here over Sunday working all the time but will writeyou
alonger letter then—

Excuse thishurried scrawl, it doesn't express anything but you know
what | mean

Your ever loving

F.D.R.

In this letter he refers to his impending nomination for marshal of the
dass of 1904. There were three marshals chosen, together with a dass
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soreay and a dass orator, and to be dected one of these "dass officers'
was the highest of accolades Nominations were made by a sdected com-
mittee, then voted upon by the whole dass The function of the marshds
wasto lead their fellowsin the Class Day parade to Appleton Chapdl, then
to Sanders Thegtre for the award of prizes and diplomas, and later, in the
afternoon, through the Y ard and out to the Stadium for the | vy addresses
F.D.R. wasnot dected amarshd, but shordy afterwards was chosen (again
by vote of the whole dass) chairman of the Class Committee, an important
permanent pogt in the activity of the dassasalumni.

e

"It seemsalittlehhard& unnecessary
onushoth. . ."
ALPHADELTAPH Q.UB
CEC 6, 1903,
SUNDAY.
Dearest Mama—

Yours of Friday came yesterday & | have been thinking over what
you sy about next Sunday—I am so glad, deer Mummy, that you
are getting over the strangeness of it all—I knew you would and that
you couldn't help feeling that not only | but you adso are the luckiest
& will dways be the happiest people in the world in gaining anyone
like E. to love & be loved by.

| confess that | think it would be poor policy for me to go to H.P.
next Sunday—although, as you know and don't have to be told, |
always love & try to be there all | can— | have been home twice
aready thisterm & | feel certain that J.R.R. & Helen w'd be sure to
smell arat if | went back for part of a day just aweek beforethe holidays,
for they would know | had beenin N.Y . awhole day. Alsoifl am
in N.Y. on Sunday not a soul need know | have been there at all asif
we go to Church at all we can go to any old one at about 100th St. &
the rest of the day w'd be in the house where none c'd s us. Of
course | suppose you havetold no oneyouw'd s me Saturday. Now
if you really can't s the way clear to my staying in N.Y . of course
| will go to H.P. with you—but you know how | feed—and dso |
think that E. will be terribly disappointed, as | will, i f we can't have
one of our first Sundays together— It ssems alittle hard & unnecessary
on us both & | shdl s you all day Saturday which | shouldn't have
done had the great event not "happened".

| have been rushed to death all week & the next will be even more
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busy—Signet dinner last night—I have managed to get short rides the
last four days including today—

| am going to accept al invites for Xmas but don't you think we
might have a house party for one or two days— Go ahead & ak
whoever you want, we might have two girls & E. & if you name date
& telegraph | will try to get two or three fellows— Indeed | don't
intend to give up things—it w'd not be right to you or E—& e dw
will keep on going to things—Y ou can imagine how completely happy
| am—it gives a stimulous to everything | do—

| am to be nominated for one of the Marshals of the Class—Don't
breathe this to a soul

Ever your loving son

F.D.R.
e
" Theelectionisgoingonall day..."
THE HARVARD CRIMSON
F.D.ROOSEVELT '04, President P.DANA '04, Business Manager

W.R.BOWIE '04, Managing Editor C.BURLINGHAM '06, Secretary

CAMBRIDGE
DEC. 16, 1903,
WEDNESDAY.
Dearest Mama—

Y ou will be relieved to hear that there aren't any more diphtheria
cases—only 7 or 8 out of 4,000 students isn't bad exactly—I am very
well and can't tell you how glad | am that | had Sunday in N.Y. It
was rainy in the morning & we didn't s a soul except the Goodwin
family in church. Yesterday | bought lots of books for the Club—
Dined at the "Fly" with Dr Hale, Prexy Eliot, Dean Hurlbut & A.
Lawrence Lowell—most interesting,—Then had a meeting wrote an
editorial & at 11 appeared at the Bigelow's ball at the Somersst—a
huge affar—| ushered & had great fun. Today | dept till 12.30—
The election is going on all day—I don't stand the least show—in fact
will get less votes than any of the others for marsha—but | may do
better if nominated for a Committee to be voted on next Friday. The
weather hes been vile & cold & | haven't ridden since last week—
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| will probably go to N.Y. on Tuesday on the | o'clock but cant'
tell yet. How about asking E. for the 26th & | will get L.B. or some-
one dse—. Wire me if Caroline Drayton can come—ifso | will try
to get two men——
Ever your aFec. son
F.D.R.

Edward Hale was Assistant Professor of Homiiletics at Harvard; Bryon S.
Hurlbut had by now succeeded Le Baron Briggs as Dean of Harvard
College. The "huge affair" at the Somerset was given by the Joseph
Bigelows for their daughter Mary. Caroline Astor Drayton, daughter of
J. Coleman Drayton (at one time United States minister in India), was a
first cousin of Taddy and Helen Roosevelt, and a good friend of Eleanor
Roosevelt. Later she married William Phillips, a career diplomatist who
was appointed Under-Secretary of State following F.D.R.'s inauguration
in 1933, and served as Ambassador to Italy from 1936 until the declaration
of war.

"How is the icefilling progressing
—also the carload of manure . . ."
8 EAST 76TH STREBT
JAN. 3, 1904,
SUNDAY.
Dearest M a—
| am alive and kicking—only worrying about your getting home
last night—Uncle W., Jean & Sara went up on the 7 o'clock & got to
Barrytown at 2 am.!!! Hope you weren't late as the people at the
Station said they thought the 3.30 had been nearly on time.
The theatre-party was great fun & very successful— This am. E. &
I went to Church at Calvary & had an uproarious lunch at the Robin-
sons & all the relatives came here to afternoon tea—I dined just now
at JR.R's & am off to the midnight. Laura is much better & out
today—
How is the ice-filling progressing—also the carload of manure.
Will write or telegraph within a monthl—
Ever dFec.
F.D.R.

The agricultural inquiries concluding this short note remind one that Hyde
Park was not merely trees and lawn, but a fairly large and self-sufficient
farm, encompassing much land. A considerable portion of that land was
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purchasd by Eleanor Roosevdt in 1947 from her husband's edate and the
farm has begun to operate aggin—die difference being that it is now a
professiona operation and mugt pay itsway or be given up.

e

" ...inducedtoenter New York
politicsupon leaving College. . ."

(An editorial from the Harvard Crimson of January 9, 1904.)

The sies of lectures to be given by the Palitical Club, although
dealingprimarily with New Y ork politics, will beof valueto any one
interested in municipal government. The Committeein New Y ork
which has sdected the speakers hopes that by arousng suffident
interest, men may beinduced to enter New Y or k paliticsupon leaving
Coallege. It promises that men who so desre, will be given an oppor-
tunity towork for whatever party they wish tojoin. Thisisthefirst
time that so definite an agency for bringing College men into touch
with civicwor k has been egablished, and we hope that it will meet with
the success that such a movement deserves

Al

" Blue-blooded, blue stockinged,
bean eatingBoston . . ."
THE HARVARD CRIMSON
JAN. 12, 1904,
TUESDAY.
Dearet Mama—
| wroteyou lag week and found the scribble in my pocket today—
Postively | am themogt intdligent man in Har var d without exception!
Now | mus confess— On Saturday | found | had no engagement &
went to N.Y . on the 10 o'clock—E. & | had a quiet evening & went
to Church together on Sunday—I lunched at the Parishes & came on
here again on the 3 o'clock getting hereat 10, just in timetowrite my
editorial. You know | positively couldn't help it— Therewasnothing
tokesp mehereand | knew | should bein a much better humor for a
short trip to N.Y!
Lagt week | dined at the Quincy's, the Amory's & the Thayer's,
three as high-life places as are to be found in blue-blooded, blue
stockinged, bean eating Boston!
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M any thanks for the Tuxedo & gloves & smoking apparatus. | have
been up every night till all hours, but am doing alittlestudyingf alittle
riding & afew panycalls. Itisdreadfully hard to beastudent a society
whirler a "prominent & democratic fellow" & a fiancE all at the
same time—but it [is] worth while, especially the last & next year,
tho' hard will be easer— | may goto N. Y. on thei o'clock on Friday
& hopetofind you their on arrival— Y ou will surely stay over Sunday
—won't you please—we have so much to talk over about the trip etc.

Y our devoted

F.D.R.

Thereis reference here to an intended trip. Sara Delano Roosevelt had
decided that an alter ation of her son'ssurroundings—from the Cambridge-
New York axis to the West Indies—might provide a chance for him to
' think the engagement over* She therefore, in February and March of
1904, took him and Lathrop Brown on a Caribbean cruise. Puerto Rico
and Cubawerethemain portsof call, aboard the same Hambur g-American
Lineboat, the Prinzessitt Victoria Luise, on which F.D.R., hismother, and
Teddy Robinson had cruised to the North Cape the summer of 1901.
There is no question but that F.D.R. appreciated the tropical sss and
sceney to the full; their effect upon his romantic intentions, however,
samsto have been nil.

"...of interest to every man who
intendsto enter politics. .."

(An editorial in the Harvard Crimson of January 13, 1904.)

President Hadley's addressin the Union tonight will appeal to many,
not only on account of the personality of the speaker, but also because
the subject, " Opportunities for Political Influence" is of interest to
every man who intends either directly to enter the field of politics or
who hopes to aid in other ways the welfare of the country. Few men
are better qualified to speak on such a subject than President Hadley,
and hewill bereceived with interest as an acknowledged authority and
with exceptional cordiality as the head of the university which has in
its history and ideals most in common with Harvard.

Arthur Twining Hadley was presdent of Yale from 1899 to 1921. An

expert economigt, particularly in the fidd of railways, he served as adviser
to a number of governmental commerce and investigatory committees

L
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Portrait of Anna Eleanor Roosevelt at the agean eighteen




A Harvard undergraduate sees danger in the tendency
of Theodore Roosevelt to strengthen the executive
power of the President at the expense of Congress




To bis mother from Cambridge, “I am trying this machine. .. . .




“You will be as surprised
os 1 was when you hear
what office—But 1 don'r
stand o ghost of a show of
being elected . ..”



“I know my mind, bovele
known it for a long time.
o Result: T am the bap -8
piest man in the world; S
likewise  the luckiest—'""



Two views of the original Hyde Park house




Twenty-two years old, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harsard ‘o4




F.D.R.'s bride wore "a white satin princess robe . . . with a court train.
Her pointAace veil was caught with orange blossoms and a diamond
crescent Her pearl collar was the gift of the bridegroom's mother"




" Theman who makesa success
of hiscollegecareer..."

(An editorial in the Harvar d Crimson of January 26, 1904.)

In looking back over the college carears of thase who for various
reasons have been prominent in undergraduate Ufe in the University,
one cannot help noticing that these men have nearly always shown
from the gart an interest in the lives of their fellow gudents A large
acquaintance means that many persons are dependent on a man and
conversdy that he is himsdf dependent on many. Suaoess necessarily
means larger responsbilities, and responsbility means many friends.

But the man who makes a sucoess of his college career like the
successful man of busness makes his friends not after the hard work
isover, but whileit is going on, and the time to begin to make friends,
is esentially the freshman year, for it isthen that friendships are easest
to make. It isthen that generally begins the building up of whatever
caregr the future has in gore—the time that often deddes whether the
the fates allotted shall be sucoss or failure.

e

"Jam too sorry | haven't written

forsolong..."
ALPHA DELTA PHI CLUB
JAN. 29, 1904,
FRIDAY.
Dearet Mama—

| am rushed to death and will be till the moment | leave. | am too
sorry | haven't written for so long—I have smply put it off 6¢ put
it off

E. & | had a very good time at Groton & the Jones dance was
wonder ful—

The Crimson eection passed off well but | write eds till | leave
Don't bdieve | can get off till Wednesday night & will get to H.P.
Thursday am. but will let you know definitely later. Will write at
morelength tomorrow sure

Ever yr. afec
F.D.R.
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" Nobody need know a thing

about it. . ."
THE HARVARD CRIMSON
JAN. 30, 1904,
SATURDAY.
Dearest Mama—

Last night | dined at the Parkman's, where Alice Parker is staying,
and then went on to the Bachelors Ball which was very exclusive, very
animated and rather tipsy. | got back at 6 and dept till 11.

Sunday—

| have just heard from E. that M r. and Mrs. Parish have gone away
& | couldn't s her [i.e, no chaperon] if | went to N.Y. on Wednes-
day. | find I can get off from here Tuesday night and | feel that | must
se all | can of E. these last few days—so | am telegraphing you tonight
to se if you wont have her up at Hyde Park—coming Wednesday
a.m. and staying till Thursday. Nobody need know a thing about it
and she wouldn't be any trouble as far as getting off is concerned—
for | can pack all my thingsin halfan hour. Ifyou decide not to tele-
graph her | think | must go down Thursday so as to have all day
Friday with her—

Theweather isvile and | have been so dreadfully busy that | haven't
had much chance to study—a thousand things have to be attended to
Se all sorts of provisions made about committees, libraries etc.

Today | have been paying calls all afternoon, saying goodbye & |
lunched at the Bradley's.

See you Wednesday morning.

Ever yr. devoted

F.D.R.

The"Parkman's' of thisletter were the Henry Parkmans, Mr Parkman
being a cousin of the historian. Mrs Wayne Parker's (se above) daughter
AlicewasMrsParkman'sniece. Their son, Henry Parkman, junior, roseto
therank of Brigadier-General in the Sscond World War, servingwith the
American Sixth Army Group in Southern France and Ger many asassgant
chief of gaff for military government. The ingtitution of the Bachelors
Ball wasroughly contemporary with the Copley-Plaza, whereit was held.
It was given by about twenty bachdors, no debutantes being invited. The
Caribbean cruise followed this letter.
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"...droppedintothe Automobile
Show for aminute..."
ALPHA DELTA PHI CLUB
MARCH 14, 1904,
MONDAY.
Dearest Mama—

Here | am safdy after a rather uncomfortable night— The deeper
to Boston now leaves Albany at 11.20 & | didn't get there till 11.30
& so missed it. | was lucky however & got a lower berth on the
western train which gotin at 12.30 & | got out to Cambridge at eight
this morning. The only course | had today was having an hour
examination so of course | didn't go, but | have three which | shall
attend tomorrow morning.

Itishorridto be back after such aperfect trip—if it only could have
lasted longer without being very far away from N.Y ! But of course
today | have been saying "Howdy" to everybody and giving lurid
accounts of the West Indies & the entire continent of South America

| am thinking of you tonight as going to N.Y . but as you didn't
mention how long you would stay | shall send this to Hyde Park.

Itisavile sort of day windy & raw. Thisp.m. | went to town for
my trunk & valise & on the way dropped in to the Atuomobile Show
for aminute with Jerry Bradley—

Itis10 now & | am redly off to bed

Ever your afec

F.D.R.

ol

" ... doing somestandard reading
for my mind. . ."
ALPHA DELTA PHI CLUB
MARCH 20, 1904,
SUNDAY.
Dearest Mama—

Today it is really warmer though of course everything is knee deep
in mud— On Friday | went to the Beds to dinner & to s the "Prince
of Pilsen" with Tom afterwards. Yesterday | took a short ride in the
afternoon walking in to Boston & out again so got plenty of exercise
In the evening | went to the "Show Girl" with Walter Bradley &
supped at the Touraine afterwards—so you se | am trying to make up
at the theatres for lost time.
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Thismorning | got rid of some of my correspondence & lunched in
town at the Davis* with Livingston, then paid half a dozen calls |
owed, including Mrs. Whitman who was not at home. This evening
| have been stting quietly in the Club, doing some standard reading
for my mind.

| am so glad Laura is getting on well— If he could only be st
away from her family things might be better all round!

| shall leave Friday by the one o'clock train as there probably won't
be any lecture in my Saturday course. Nothing from the office, thank
the Lord!

Poor Alice Sohier igjaid up again—this time it is her hip—whether
rheumatism or something out of joint they don't know. | saw her this
afternoon on a ofa & quite unable to walk. So glad you will be in
town Friday

Your affec. son

F.D.R.

may se you thisweek here & will be ready any day.

Walter Bradley wesHarvard '05, and abrather of Leverett. ThePrince Q)
Pilsen, amusca comedy by Pixley and Lude's had opened on Broadway
ayear before it and R. A. Barngt'smusical extravaganza, Show Girl, were
then touring the country with great suaes Quite a Bogton figure of the
period wes Srah Wyman Whitman—patrones of the arts friend of

| sabella Sewart Gardner, and hodess of a notable ' salon/

" Keep an eyeon thesilver also
don'tlet him flirt. . ."
CAMBRIDGE
MARCH 29, 1904,
TUESDAY.
Deares Marmer
| had a delightful day in N.Y . on the Sabbath—going to Calvary &
sedng only the Goodwins, & in the afternoon E. & Hall & | walked
in the Park for awhile. | dined at theHarvard Club & had a vilenight
coming on on the midnight.
Yesterday was simply wile here, snow & rain ec & | took only a
short walk. Today | spent the morning taking little Charley Brown
to e various agents about rooms next year without much sucoes
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Thisp.m. | had along ride of nearly three hourswith Prof. Andrew &
C Bigelow & it was a perfect day for it.

| must get to bed asitislate—will sseyouin afew days

Lots of love Ever dfec.

F.D.R.

| .hope the new serving gent is proving acceptable | am so anxious
to s him in spite of the reputed horrid looks Keep an eye on the
silver dso don't let himflirt with that dear Maria

" Wedidritswim. . . or do much
morethan hold a steeplechase. . ."
ALPHA DELTA PHI CLUB
MAY 2, 1904,
MONDAY.
Dearest Mama—
| am sorry not to have written before but Teddy's dinner was rather
an interruption but was splendid fun—seventeen of us & we didn't
swim or st the house on fire or do much more than hold a steeple-
chas=—some of us at 1 am. On Saturday we returned to Boston at
noon, lunched at the Touraine, & spent the afternoon at Keith's.
| saw Michelson out here last Monday & talked everything over &
all is satisfactory, but he is such a touchy small person that he has to
be handled with gloves. He began work Saturday | think & will not
have Oscar—I told him not to, but tolook up another man he knows of .
"I amreally very much worried about Eleanor—she has only written
two little pencilled notes & we have telephoned severa times—but of
course from here | cannot tell how bad it really is—I may goto N.Y.
on Wednesday by the 1 o'clock & if Seis adle to go to Tivoli | will
go with her—if the doctor is not ready for her to go | will day in
N.Y. till Saturday. At all eventsif I go | will wireyou all about it—
Too bad about M r. Edgar—I am so glad hewil| not be permanently
injured. | had anice note from Helen—Must get thisinto the evening
mail
Ever your devoted
F.D.R.

The only dating indication given here was "Monday"; however, Snce
Teddy Robinson's twenty-first birthday fell on April 29, a fair gues
a the date can be made. "Keith's" was the vaudeville pdace. Eleanor
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Roosevelt had been brought up by her grandmother, Mrs Valentine G.
Hall, who lived at Oak Terrace, TivoH-on-the-Hudson, having by now
given up her New Y ork house

"1 havejumped into a den of

wild animals . . ."
ALPHA DELTA PHI CLUB
MAY 3, 1904,
TUESDAY.
Dearest Mama

| havejumped into a den of wild animals on my return, beginning
with a dinner at the Club last Saturday, two private performances of
the Pudding show & a crowd of 1903 men here for Herbert Burgess
ushers dinner & tomorrow we go to his wedding in Brookline.

Yesterday | spent the afternoon judging in the track games on
Soldiers' Field & this p.m. | am to drive Toby in the new runabout
for the first time & naturally I am much excited. Will you please be
sure to bring my spring suits, underclothes & some more shirts,
especially all soft ones & one or two white ones—also my white
flannel trousers.

| am glad Mrs. Draper has been with you— The weather is perfect
today—springlike at last.

I must rush in town to drive—Ever your afFec

F.D.R.

Herbert Burgess writes: " | married Jean Kay on May 4th, 1904. The
undergraduates, members of our club in Cambridge, came in a body, so
to speak, and when they reached ther eceiving line each onewasintroduced
by Franklin to Mrs. Kay. Therewas nothing prearranged about this. .. .
Mrs. Kay was much impressed by his savoir faire. His charm and ease of
manner wer e apparent in those early days"

i

" | seem to have a good effect on

him..."
[TIVOLI]
MAY [ 7], 1904,
FRIDAY.
Dearest Ma,

It has rained amost all the time since | got here, lots of thunder-
454



storms & a steady downpour all day yesterday. On Wednesday E. and
| got in alitde tennis in the morning but rain stopped our going out
again.

Y esterday we went over alot of* booksin the library & this morning
we walked & arejust back now from adrive to Madalin. | saw Mrs.
Bob Livingston this morning & she sent you her love. Beyond her
we Tiaven't ¢ a soul. Vallie has been exemplary—I seem to have a
good.effect on him.

Tonight | am off at nine for Albany & the next few days in Cam-
bridge will be very busy.

| am glad you enjoyed the Vassar exercises—many thanks for your
note—I don't think Jean or Sara caught on at all!

I will write surely from Cambridge

Ever your loving
FDR

Not far from Tivoli is the town of Madalin. Mrs Robert E. Livingston
lived at Northwood, near by. "Vallie" was Vaentine G. Hall, junior,
an uncle of Eleanor Roosevelt, of whose attempts to combat an addiction
to liquor e wrotein Thisismy Sory.

The correspondence included in Early Years ends with this Tivoli
letter of undetermined date. In June F.D.R. graduated, with his
mother and fiancee attending the Class Day exercises. Also present
was his half-niece, Helen Roosevelt—her attention, however, being
focused mainly upon Theodore Douglas Robinson, whom she was
shortly to marry.

During the summer the unofficially engaged couple exchanged
visits at Hyde Park, Tivoli, and Campobello, and Sara Delano Roose-
velt became reconciled to their early marriage. On November 29
F.D.R. wrote the following letter to his old headmaster:

My Dear Mr. Peabody,

| think youwill be rather surprised when | tell you that my engagement
to my distant cousin Eleanor Roosevelt is about to come out. | know you
will be glad for my great happiness and consider me a very fortunate man.
| had intended going up to School the day after the Harvard-Y ale game,
but | got jaundice instead and couldn't move from home. | am at the
Columbia Law School, trying to understand a litde of the work and of
course | am going to keep right on. We hope to be married sometime in
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dielate part of thewinter and we both hopethat youwill beadeto helpus
in the ceremony—it wouldn't beti e ssme without you.

Always affectionady yours,
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Eventually the date fell on St Patrick's Day, March 17, 1905 The
wedding was to be held at the homes of Mrs Henry Parish, junior,
and her mother, MrsE. Livingston L udlow, who had adjoining houses
on East 76th Street. Endicott Peabody came down from Groton;
Lathrop Bréwn, substituting for James Roosevelt Roosevelt," who
was away in the South, stood best man; and, snce Eleanor Roose-
velt's parents were both dead, her uncle, Theodore Roosevelt, gave
her away.

While the guestsin the L udlow salon were waiting for the President
to put in his gopearance (earlier in the afternoon he reviewed the St
Patrick's Day parade up Fifth Avenue), Peabody, F.D.R., and Lathrop
Brown st in asmall anteroom, bridging over the nervous moments
with Groton reminiscence. In fact, so absorbed did they become that
some one had to run in and tell them the President was approaching
the atar with the bride.

First in the procession were Alice Roosevelt and Corinne Douglas
Robinson, followed by Ellen Delano and Muriel Delano Robbins,
lastly by Helen Cutting and Isabella Sdmes. The ushers included
Edmund Rogers, Nicholas Biddle, Charles B. Bradley, Thomas Beal,
Lyman Delano, Warren Delano Robbins, and Owen Winston. The
bridal gown, as a Society reporter described it, "was a white satin
princess robe, flounced and draped with old point lace, and with a
white satin court train. The bride's point lace veil was caught with
orange blossoms and a diamond crescent.  She wore a pearl collar, the
gift of the bridegroom's mother, and a diamond bowknot, the gift
of Mrs. Warren Delano, Jr. Her bouquet was of lilies of the valley."

The actual wedding ceremony was restricted to family, but a latge
reception followed immediately. The sliding doors between the two
houses were thrown open; guests poured in to congratulate the young
couple, who stood in front of thefireplacein the Ludlow drawing-
room. Unfortunately, the President of the United States, after briefly
remarking to the couple that he was pleased the Roosevelt name was
being kept in the family, moved across into the Parish house, where-
upon the gueds poured back again after the chief attraction, leaving
the bride and groom in more or less exclusive and solitary splendour.

After the reception, F.D.R. and his wife changed into travelling
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clothes and dipped away for a bedsde vist to Robert Munro-
Ferguson, the fiance of Isabella Sdmes and an old friend of Eleanor
Roosevelt. A brief one-week honeymoon was spent at Hyde Park,
after which F.D.R. had to return to his dudies at Columbia. The
couple took an apartment at 40 West 45th Street in New Y ork, and
at the end of the spring term sailed for Europe on a real honeymoon
trip. At this point the correspondence between Franklin Roosevelt
and his mother resumes. In the second volume of these letters, the
period 1905-28—crucial and determining yearswhich culminated with
F.D.R'selectionasGovernor of New Y ork—will becovered.
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Football: at Groton, 291, 293, 294, 295,
298, 300, 302, 305, 306-309, 310; at
Harvard, 367, 369, 372, 373, 377, 39%,
435,439) and passim

Forbes Alexander, 370 and n.

Forbes, Charles Stuart, 259, 260 n.

Forbes, Dora Delano, 260 n.

Forbes, Frank, 377, 388 «., 390

Forbes, Mr and Mrs James Murray, 388
andn.

Forbes, John Murray, 388n.

Forbes Mary (Mrs Russl), 388 ft.

Forbes, Paul, 34 n.

Forbes, Mrs Paul (Deborah Ddanoy—see
"Doe, Aunt"

Forbes William Howell, 34 n.

Foul Play (Reade), 127,129

Frazar, M. Abbott, Company, 132 ft., 194,
299

Freeman, Mrs (protfgfe of Groton Mis-
sonary Society), 224-225, 226 n., 227,
234, 239, 245, 268, 298, 342

Freshman Glee Club, Harvard, 385, 387,
3%

" Freshman Sunday" at Groton, 366,367 «.,
368

Frohman, Charles, 430 n.

Froment, Miss, 195, 196 «., 237

210-211,

GALLOWAY, MISS, 375, 376 n.

Gardner, Mrs Isbdla Stewart (Mrs
"Jack" Gardner), 55 «., 242 ft., 271 «.,
363, 453 n.

Gardner, William Amory, 44, 54, 55 ft.,
61,119, 124, 198, 232, 268 it.

Garrison, William Lloyd, 402 n.
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Gatacre, General William Forbes 429,
430n.

George, William Reuben, 160,161 n.

GeorgeJunior Republic, 160,161 n.

Gerry, Elbridge, in ».

Gibson, CharlesDana, 320 and n.

Gilbert, Sr William Schwenck, 325 n.

Gillette, William, 322 «.

Gladwin, Irving C, 501t., 70, 82,107, 224

Glee«dubs Harvard, 385, 387, 390

Goodrich, Cagpar, 64 and ft., 77,82

Goodwin, JamesL ., 46, 71 and «., 76, 82,
91,93, in, 121,252

Goodwin, PhilipL.,122n.

'Google at Groton, 54, 55ft., 89

Gordon, Arthur, 422, 423, 427

Gould, Mrs George H. (Countes of
Strafford), 278,279 «.

Great Malvern, 31Ln.

Great Round World, The, 258,259 n.

Greenough, Carroall, 143, 144 ne

Griswoald, Clifford S, 61 n.; 107 and «.,
124,136, 290, 296, 297 n. 301, 319. 327.
350, 386

Groton Club of Harvard, 387

Groton Missonary Sodety, 214 and n.,
224, 375 ne

Groton School, 24, 43-47; 'boot-boxing'
at, 49 andn.; 'black marks at, 51,52n.;
‘pumping' at, 51, 52 «.; ‘google* at, 54,
55 «» 89; debating at, 74 ft., 75 «., 82,
146, 149-153. 230, 240, 328-329, 330-
33** 337; hod camp, 76-77 n., 214 «.,
41t May svices at, 92 and «.; Prize
Day at, 114,115 ft., 356; prefect system,
180,181 n.; Faculty Suppe at, 210-211,
250; "mail niggers' at, 220, 221 n,;
"Pain Dome" (or "Pet Housd') at,
2$s and n.\ drama at, 235 and «., 325,
326, 333-33<5, chepds at, 267, 268 «.;
natural hisgory sodety, 269, 271 n.\
‘anticipation plan* of entrance, 283 n.\
'confiscation dosat' at, 302, 308 «.;
" Freshman Sunday” at, 366, 367 »., 363

Grotonian, 164, 165 t., 187, 191, 193, 198,
205, 214, 237, 242, 252, 266

HADLBY, ARTHUR TWINING, 48 and «.
Hale, Edward, 445,446 n.
Half-Moon (yacht), 24, 34 ft., 127 ft., 192,

194, 344

Half-Moon Il (yacht), 345 and »., 347, 348,
382 »., 406, 407 «., 4x0, 424

Hall, Bishop A.C. A.,229and n.

Hall, Mn Vaentine G, 4%4n.

Hall. Valentine G., jun. ("ValUe"), 455
andn.

Hamlin, Charles Sumner, 413 it.

Hampton Ingdtitute, Virginia, 97

Hanna, Mark, 130 n.

Hartley, Marcdlus, 392 n.

Harvard, 361-364; " Bloody Monday*' at,
309 and n.; F.D.R.'s courses at, 366-
367 ».. 307 ».. 413 »». 433 «., 435; " Beer
Night" at, 369; Freshman Glee Club,
385, 387. 390; Mudcal Clubs 3% w,
407; chexr-leadersat, 437,438 «., 440

Harvard Advocate, 370ft.

Harvard Crimson, 369, 370 «., 373 «., 391,
392 and rt, 394 and n., 400, 411, 412 n.,
415, 431; F.D.R. asigant managing
editor, 411, 412 ft.; F.D.R. presdent,
432 n.

Harvard Democrat, 373 «.

Harvard Magenta, 370 «.

Harvard Memorial Sodety, 419 and n.

Harvard Union, 362, 39, 397 tt.

Hasty Pudding Club, 406,407 «.

Hawaii, debate on, 146,147 n., 149-153

Hawkins, Sr Anthony Hope, 90, 91 «.

Hawkins, David S, 60, 61 «., 62, 80

Hay, John, 240 «.

Heard, William Randolph, 440 «.

"Helen" (Helen Roosevet, later Mrs
Theodore Douglas Robinson), 75 and «.,
95, 98, 107,195, 237-238, 244, 266, 396,
404 «., 453, 4%

Hemenway, Augudus 44,103 n.

Higginson, Henry Leg, 397 «.

Higley, Major Edwin Hall, 119, 120 «,,

188,193,198, 219,249, 363

Hinckley, Julian, 136, 271

Hitch, Frederic Ddlano, 49 «., 156 «., 248,
250,289, 353

Hitch, MrsFrederic Ddano (AnnieLyman
Ddano—see " Annie, Aunt”

Hodges Rev. George, 105,106 n.

Hoallister, Buell, 68 andn., 163,165,169

Hooper, S. Hooper, 425, 426 n.

Hoover, Herbert, 304 «,, 315 n.

Hope, Anthony, 90,91 n.

Howe, Archibald, 385 andn.

Howe, JuliaWard, 363

Howland, Mary W. (MrsJames Russl
Soley), 188 ft., 242 «., 316

Howland, Rebexca (firg M n James Roose-
velt), 26 «., 183 «.

Hoyt, Mr and Mn Gerald L., 28 andn.
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Hoyt, Julia, 238 ».

Hoyt, Lydig, 189,238 n.

Hubbard, Gorham, 225,226 «., 337, 338 «.

Hubbard, Miss (Mrs Thomas Jefferson
Newbold), 226 n.

Huiginn, Rev. EugeneJ. V., 236 and n.

Humphreys, Duanc, 169, 329

Hurlbut, Byron S, 445, 446 n.

Hyde Park (Roosevelt family home), 23,
24.39ne 73 n. 115ft., 405 ft., 410,446 ft.

les-BOATING, 221 and n.
Illustrated London News, 50, 51 n.
Irving, Sr Henry, 317 n.

JACKSON, EDWARD, 266 and n., 281

Jackson, James jun., 290 andn. 333

"Jackson's'  (examinations), 266 n., 275,
277+ 282-285

" Jaké'—se Brown, Lathrop

Jefferson, George D., 70 and ft., 107, 124,
198,246, 321

"Jennie, Aunt" (MrsWarren Delano I 11),
114, 115 ft., 230, 385, 400, 419

Jernegan, Rev. Prexcott F., 196,197 n.

Lamer, MrsCharles, 180,181 n.

Last of theMohicans(Cooper), 175

Latin prize, winning of, 357

Law, sudy of, at Columbia, 455

Lawrance, Charles Lanier, 87, 88 n., 103,
180

Lawrence, Amory, 114, 115 n., 198, 288,
350, 351 ne, 352 *

Lawrence, Mrs Amory (Gertrude Rice),
350, 35i n. 352

Lawrence, Amos, 351 ft., 352

Lawrence, Rev. Arthur, 101

Lawrence, Edith, 351n«, 352

Lawrence, Elizabeth Prescott (" Libby"),
84 ft., 265, 266 n., 340 n.

Lawrence, Hester, 357 andn.

Lawrence, James, 43, 46, 340 n.

Lawrence, Mrs James, 46, 50 and ft., 54
and ft., 136, 340 n., 382

Lawrence, John, 339

Lawrence, MrsJohn, 339, 341, 375, 382

Lawrence, Prescott, 43

Lawrence, Richard, 339, 340n.

Lawrence, Bishop William, 43, 80 n 81n.,
122,171 n., 301 n., 374

John Percyfield, the Anatomy of Cheerfulness awrence, Bishop William Appleton, 80n.

(Henderson), 423, 424 n.
Joy, Benjamin, 54n.,70, 74,79, 91,271
Joy, Mr and MrsCharles, 54 andn.

Kaiser Friedrich (liner), 251, 252 ft., 257, 263

Kane, Mr and MrsGrenville, 29n.

Kane, Marian Sybil, 29 n.

"Kasse Aunt" (Katharine Delano, later
MrsHiram Price Collier), 32 andn., 149,
165, 166-167, 182, 204, 233, 235-236,
253,316,403

"Kassg Little" (Mrs George B. Saint
George), 175 n., 176

Kay, Jean (Mrs Herbert Burgess), 454
and n.

Kean, Mr and MrsJohn, 403, 404 ft.

Kean, Lucy, 404 n.

King, Archibald Grade, 47,48 n.

Kipling, Rudyard, 420 n.

Kittredge, George Lyman, 362

" Krum Elbow" —see Hyde Park

Krumbhaar, Dr Edward Bell, 64 and n.,
99, H<S 221, 225, 334, 340, 355

Kuhn, Hamilton, 269, 270 n.

Kuhn, MrsHartman, 269, 270 n.

LADD, WILLIAM F.jun, 277, 2719 n, 285
Landon, FrandsG., 440andn.

Lawrenceville Schoal, 52 n., 315, 316 n.

LeBourgeois, M r, 264 andn.

Lee, Alice Hathaway (fir¢ Mrs Theodore
Roosevelt), 261 n.

Lehmann, Lill, 260, 261 n.

Lehmann, Rudolph Chambers, 89 »., 90,
179

Lemoine, Ashton, 173 n.

"Libby" (Elizabeth Prescott Lawrence®
84 n., 265, 266 ft., 340 n.

Liliuokalani, Queen, of Hawaii, 147 n.

Linddey, Thayer, 402

Lipton, Sr ThomasJ., 296 ft.

Liverpool, Cecil George Savile Foljambe,
Earl of, 180, 181 n., 182, 284

Livingston, MrsRobert E., 455 and n.

Lodge, Henry Cabot, 153, 412 n.

London, F.D.R/sgay in (1903), 426-427

Longworth, Nicholas, 123 ft.

Longworth, Mrs Nicholas (Alice Roose-
velt), 123 and ft., 376 and ft., 403,404 ft.

Lord, J. Couper, 216 and n, 217

Lord, Sdney Archer, 368 n 369, 378, 384,
390,399

Lord, Mrs Sdney Archer (Anne
("Nancy") Sturgis), 368 n. 369, 376,
384. 399

Lorillard, Pierre, and Pierrejun., 387 andn.
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Low, Abbot A, 130it.

tow, Mrs Abbot A. (Marian Ward), 120,
130n., 243

L ow, George Cabot Ward, 116 and ., 119,
130 n., 243

L ow, Seth, 130 n., 440n.

Lowell, Abbott Lawrence, 362, 394 «.

L owell, James Russdll, 361,407 «.

Lowfcll, Katharine (Mrs Alfred Roosevelt),
396, 397 »

Ludlow, MrsE. Livingston, 46

£yman, Catherine (Mrs Warren Delano
I1), 27 »., 28 and it., 383 it.

Lyman, EdwardH.R., 222,223it.

MACARTHUR, LIBUT.-GENERAL ARTHUR,
329it.

Mac Arthur, General Douglas, 329 it.

McClellan, GeorgeB., 440 it.

McCormick, Colonel Robert R, 68, 69 it.

McKinley, William, 65 «., 75n., 152
373 »., 399 n.

McMurray, Mrs, 53 andn., 193»195.292

Mac Vane, SlasMarcus, 398 n., 433 n.

Magenta, Harvard, 370 n.

Mahan, Captain Alfred Thayer, 153 it.

Maine, blowing up of, 163, 164 it.

Making of an American, The (Riis), 328 n.

Maria Teresa (battleship), 206 and n.

Markoe, Harry, 104, 239 it., 283, 310, 312,
32 340

Marks—see Reports under Roosevelt,
Franklin Delano

Martineau, Mrs Cyril—see "“Muriel"
(Muriel Delano Robbins)

Marvin, GeorgeD., 294 andn.

May, Edna, 430n.

M ay Day at Groton, 344

May srvicesat Groton, 92 andn.

Mearns, Edgar Alexander, 201, 202 it.

Meditationsof MarcusAurelius, 248

Memorial Society, Harvard, 419 andn.

Merriman, Roger Bigelow, 433 n.

Meteor |11 (yacht), 408 n.

Michelson, Captain Chris, 407, 408, 410,

453
Mills, Ogden, 418 andn.

Minturn, Hugh, 56 it., 87,195» 318, 341
Minturn, John ("Jack"), 55, 56 n., 122,
136, 203, 251,295, 312, 318, 344, 402
Minturn,MrsJohn W. (Louisa Aspinwall),

55. 56 n.
Mitchell, John, 4x4it.
Monksof Malabar, The, 373

FDRt2G

Montague, Gilbert Holland, 307 it,

Montcalm and Wolfe (Parkman), 222,223 ft*

"Moo" —** "Muriel" (Muriel Delano
Rabbins)

Moore, CharlesH ., 4x4n,

Morgan, Gerald, 48it.

Morgan, J. Pierpont, 44,415 it.

Morison, Samue Eliot, 361

Morse, Edward S, 269, 271 n.

Morton, Levi P, 55it,, 130if.

Morton, Mary, 54, 55 it.

Mosdley, Ben P. P., 266 and n.

Motley, MrsEdward, 180,181 it.

Motley, Warren, 145, 160, 224, 234, 329,
356, 368

Munro-Ferguson, Robert, 457

Miinsterberg, Hugo, 362, 413 it.

“"Muriel" (Muriel Delano Robbins, later
Mrs Cyril Martineau), 35 and n.; 36, '75,
165, 166, 217, 316, 396, 401, 406, 421 it.,
456

"NANCY" (Anne Surgis9—see Lord,
Mrs Sidney Archer

Narada (yacht), 230 and n.

Nash, Rev. Henry S, 168 and n., 169

Nash, Bishop Norman, 168 it.

National Recovery Act, 397 «.

Natural history society at Groton, 269,
271 «.

Nauheim, Germany, 35

Naushon Idand, 370 and n.

Neilson, William Allan, 362

"Nelly, Aunt" (Eleanor Blodgett), 70
and it., 89, 99, 100, 101, 246

New Moon (sailing-boat), 169 n., 201, 212

Newbegin, Rev. Edward H ., 175. 176 n.

Newbold, Mary, 25 «., 26,28,48 n., 121«.,
190 «., 215, 318, 396, 420 n.

Newbold, Thomas, 25 it., 202, 203 it.

Newbold, Mrs Thomas (Mary Coolidge),
121 n., 290, 292

Newbold, Thomas Jefferson, 190it., 2.26 n.,
290, 292

Newbold, Mrs Thomas Jefferson (Miss
Hubbard), 226 «.

Newell, Marshall, 391 n.

Nicaragua Canal, 74 11, 225, 226 it.

North Cape, trip to (1901), 395 n.

Norton, CharlesEliot, 363, 419, 420 it.

Norton, Sara, 420 n.

Nutter, Charles R, 97 98 n. 109, 117.
142 and it., 198, 223, 224, 233, 278,
298
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OXJSN, MRSMARY, 388,389 n.

Osborne, Bishop Edward W ., 24s and ».,
331

Osborne, Thomas Mott, 161 «.

Osprey, The, 258,259 n.

PALMER, GBORGB HERBERT, 417 n.

Parish, Mr and MrsHenry, 212 »., 443 n.

Parker, Alice, 425,450 and n.

Parker, MrsWayne, 422,450 ».

Parkman, Francis 223 n., 361, 450 «.

Parkman, Mr and MrsHenry, 450 and n.

Parkman, Brigadier-General Henry, jun.,
450 n.

Parks, Rev. Leighton, 98 and «., 346

Paul, A.J. Drexel, 96

Peabody, Dorothy (Mrs F. Trubee
Davison), 314 and n.; 419

Peabody, Elizabeth Rogers, 233 and n.

Peabody, Endicott, 43, 45~40\ 51, 53, 103,
253. 279, 350, 355, 362, 455, 456; and
passim

Peabody, Mrs Endicott, 47, 48 «., 50, 194,
229,233,300,350,355

Peabody, George, 124 n.

Peabody, Harold, 146, 147 «., 270, 340 n.

Peabody, Helen, 357 and n.

Peabody, John D., 145 and n.

Peabody, John E., 147 n.

Peabody, Julian, 216 n.

Peabody, Margery, 139 «., 166, 343 ».,
409

Peabody, Rose, 357 andn.

Pcabody, Samud Endicott (father of
Endicott Peabody), 44, 67 and »., 141,
219, 321

Pcadey, Matilda Annis (Mrs Frederic
Adrian Ddano}—see" Tilly, Aunt"

Pell, Alfred, 48 »., 199 «, 201, 389, 390n.

Pell, MrsAlfred, 199 «. 389

Pell, Frances, 269, 270 «., 305, 389, 391,
392 «., 3%

Pendennis(Thackeray), 174, 175, 176

Philippine quegtion, 328-329 n.

Phillips, Mr and MrsWilliam, 446 n.

Phroso (Hope), 90,91 n.

Pick, Dr Edward, 161,162 n.

Piatt, Thomas C, 129,130 n.

Plays at Groton—see Drama

Pomeroy, Mr and MrsMedad, 383 and n.

Porter* Mr and MrsA. S, 369, 370 n.

Porter, Betty, 210, 370 n.

Portland (steamer), 212, 213 n.

Postlethwaite, J. Ellis, 83, 84 n.
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Potter, MrsHoward, 180,181ft.

Powell, Mn (Grotoninnkeeper), 58andn.,
129, I<51, 177, 313

Prince o/Piben, The, 451, 452 n,

Prinzessin Victoria Luise (yacht), 395 n.
448 ft.

Priscitta (Fall River Lineboat), 420,421 w.,
422

Prize Day at Groton, 114,115 n.; 356 *

Proctor, George, 232 n.

'Pumping* at Groton, 51, 52tu  °

RAINSFORD, DR LAURENCE F. 54 and «,
99,108,113,177,194,209,210,262,271,
325, 327, 348

Rainsford, W. Kerr, 53 and «., 54 «., 113,
225

Rainsford, Rev. William S, 109 w., 129,
279

Randolph, A. Bertram, 301, 302 n.

Rantoul, Neal, 407, 408 n.

Rawle, Henry R., 74 andn.

Reade, Charles, 122 n,; 127 and n.

Redmond, Mrs Roland L. (Sara Delano),
73«.,418,419*1.

Reid, Miss, 302, 303 n.

Reid, Jean (MrsJohn Hubert Ward), 377,
378 n., 404

Reid, Ogden M ., 404n.

Reid, Mr and MrsWhitehall, 331, 332 n.

Reignolds, Catherine (Mrs Erving Wins-
low), 64, 65 n.

Reinhardt, Fraulein, 30 n.

Reports, school and universty—see under
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano

Revolt of the Tartars (De Quincey), .132
andn.

Revelstoke, John Baring, second Baron,
425, 426 n.

Revere, Pauline (Mrs Nathaniel Thayer),
133, 134 n.

Rice, Gertrude (Mrs Amory Lawrence),
350, 351 «-, 352

Richards, Albin L., 413 n.

Riggs, FrandsB., 98 andn., 419 n.

Riis, Jacob A., 328 andn., 329

Ripley, William Zebina, 433 «.

Rives, Amelie (Mrs John Armstrong
Chanler), 441 n.

Robbins, CharlesA., 32 «,, 264 «.

Robbins, Jesse A. (Mn Henry Soane),
264 n.

Robbins, Muriel Delano (Mrs Cyril
Martineau)—see "Muriel"



Robbins, Warren Delano—see "Warren"

Robeson, Andrew, jun, 72 «., 82, 195,
205, 290

Robespierre (Sardou), 316, 317 »e

Robinson* Corinne (Mrs Joseph Wright
Alsop), 426 «.

Robinson, Douglas, 427

Robinson, Mrs Douglas (Corinne Roose-
velt), 217 n., 427

Robinson, Fred Norris, 433 n.

Robinson, Theodore Douglas, 75 «., 217
andn., 453 andn., 455

Robinson, Mrs Theodore Douglas (Helen
Roosevelt)—see "Helen"

Rocky Hill, East Groton, 249 and n.

Rogers, Archibald, 206 n., 222 n.

Rogers, Edmund P., 29 «., 32 «., 35 "»
37 «., 38 «., 49, 53, 54, 55 58, 59, 61, 63,
73, 79, 91, 99, 101, no, 114, 122, 128,
146, 155, 169, 195, 211, 222, 240, 243,
244, 279, 284, 346, 456

Rogers, Emily, 26 n.

Rogers, Mr and Mrs Henry Pendleton,
26 n., 33, 58 and n, 62, 129

Rogers, Henry Pendleton,jun., 58 n.

Rogers, Herman Livingston, 39 n.

Rogers, W. Coleman, 130 «., 190 «., 292

Rogers, William Beverley, 169, 170 n.

Roosevelt, MrsAlfred (KatharineLowell),
396, 397 «e

Roosevelt, Alice (Mrs Nicholas Long-
worth), 123 andn., 376andn., 403, 404n.

Roosevelt, Anna (Mrs W. Sheffield
Cowles)—see "Annie, Aunt"

Roosevelt, Anna Eleanor—see Roosevelt,
WMLrsFranklinDelano

Roosevelt, Corinne (Mrs Douglas Robin-
son), 217 n., 427

Roosevelt, Mrs Eleanor—see Roosevelt,
MrsFranklin Delano

Roosevelt, Elfrida, 399 and n.

Roosevelt, Ellen ("Ellie"), 99, 100 n.

Roosevelt, Elliott, 70 n.

Roosevelt, Ethel (Mrs Richard Derby),
123 and «.

Roosevelt, Franklin Delano: birth and
ancestry, 23-24; enters Groton, 46; his
first report, 57 ».; examinations, 67;
first debate, 74; tries for reading prize,
114; examination in English, 127; takes
boxing lessons, 145; debates on Hawaii
question, 149-153; confirmation, 171 n,;
has scarlet fever, 185 «.; in golftourna-
ment, 208-212; first meeting with
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Eleanor Roosevelt, 212 n,; first mention
of E. R., 217; assistant baseball manager
at Groton, 254, and manager, 281; pre
feet, 290; histrionic ambitions, 324-325,
333; wins Latin prize, 357; graduates,
357; enters Harvard, 364; captain of
freshman football team, 369; helpswith
St Andrew's Boys* Club, 375, 377, 389,
390; visit to Europe (1901), 395 n;
assistant managing editor of Crimson,
411, 412 n.; visit to Europe (1903), 421-
431; visit to England, 425-429; presi-
dent of Crimson, 432; cheer-leader at
Harvard, 437, 438 n. 440; first ballot,
440; intention to marry, 440, 441 n,;
chairman of Harvard class committee,
443; trip to West Indies, 448 n.; gradu-
ates, 455; studies law at Columbia, 455;
marriage, 456

Books read—see Reading

Health: Eyesight, 340, 341, 437; heart
weakness, 190, 261; infantile paralysis,
100 n.; scarlet fever, 185 n.; teeth, treat-
ment of, 191, 236, 297, 301, 303, 309,
311, 312, 313, 315, 319, 323, 326, 328,
330, 340, 341

Hobbies—see Sports and Pastimes

Reading: 33, 34 «., 50, 51 n., 90, 91 n.
127, 129, 132 andn., 174, 175, 176, 222,
223 n., 225, 248, 253, 254 «., 257, 258 «.,
259 n., 323, 327, 389, 392, 423

Reports: at Groton, 57 n., 63 n, 68 n.,
83 n, 100n., 115 n., 135 n., 142n., 158 n.,
159, 171 n, 172 n., 200, 208, 211, 220,
228 n., 245, 250 n., 279 «., 284-285,
307 n, 316, 317 n, 321 n, 335, 351 n,;
at Harvard, 385

Sports and Pastimes: Baseball, 254, 281,
346-347 and passm; dancing, 139 and «.,
317, 318 n.; fencing, 325, 326, 332; foot-
ball, 291, 293, 294, 295, 298, 300, 302,
305, 306-309, 310, 367, 3<59, 372, 373,
377, 396, 435, 439; golf, 85, 188, 208-
212, 225, 226 «., 301, 311, 338, 345, 355;
ice-boating, 221; rowingat Groton, 280,
348, 349; rowing at Harvard, 390, 391,
392, 393 andn., 395 andn., 396, 400, 406;
singing, 302, 304, 311, 385, 387, 390

Writings:  Editorials for Harvard
Crimson on "Athletics" 434, "College
Careers" 449, "Football Spirit" 438,
"Politics" 436, 447, 448, and "Respon-
sibility to University" 431; Grotonian
contributions, 187, 191, 193, 198, 205,



314,237* 242,252; tJiesk on Rooseveltsin
New Amsterdam, 401 and «.

Roosevelt, MrsFranklin Delano, 139 «.,
217, 310 »., 378 «., 444-44<5, 447,
449, 452, 455-457; first meeting with
F.D.R., 212 ».; intention to marry, 440,
441 n.; letter to future mother-in-law,
440; Thisis my Story, 139 «., 455 ft.;
wedding, 456

Roosevelt, Franklin D.,jun., 196 n.

Roosevelt, G. Hall, 432, 433 n.

Roosevelt, Grace, 100 n.

Roosevelt, Helen (MrsTheodoreDouglas
Robinson)—see " Helen"

Roosevdlt, James (father of F.D.R.). 23-
24, 40 «., 46, 95 «., 147 «., 206 n. and
passim; ill health, 309, 324, 326; final
illness and death, 371-378; memorial
window to, 383, 384 n.

Roosevelt, firss Mrs James (Rebecca
Howland), 26 «., 188 n.

Roosevelt, seoond Mrs James (Sara
Dedano)—s= Roosevet, Mrs Sara
Delano

Roosevelt, James Roosevelt (" Brother
Rosy" and " Rubber Boots'), 23, 26 «.,
73 ft., 102 ft., 160,201«., 202,203 n., 241,
243, 246

Roosevdt, firss Mrs James Roosevelt
(Helen Schermerhorn Astor), 102 «.,
201n.

Roosevelt, James Roosevelt, jun—see
" Taddy"

Roosevelt, John Aspinwall, 100 «., 179 «.,
222 «.

Roosevelt, Mrs John Aspinwall (Ellen
Murray Crosby; "Aunt Ellen"), 179
andn., 182

Roosevelt, Pansy, 404 n.

Roosevelt, Mrs Sara Delano (mother of
F.D.R.), 23-24, 46, s «., 130 n., 138 ».,

186 «., 222 «., 378, 397 «., 405ft., 417 ft.

443 ft., 448 and passim

Roosevel t, Theodore, 34 n., 75 «., 81 «,
107 and «., 108, 112, 153 «., 202, 203 ft.,
205, 206 ft., 328 and «., 329, 373 «., 3%4
and p., 399 ft., 412 n., 414, 456

Roosevdlt, first Mrs Theodore (Alice
Hathaway L ee), 261 n.

Rooseveltsin New Amsterdam (thessby
F.D.R.), 401 and n.

Root, Elihu, 415 n.

"Rosy" (James Roosevelt Roosevelt,
jun.)—see" Taddy"

"Rosy, Brother" —ut Roosevelt, James
Roosevelt

Rowing—see Sports and Pagtimes under
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano

Rowland, Thomas, 174andn.

Rowley, Edith Sophia (Lady Cholmeley),
425, 426 n.

Royce, Josiah, 413 n.

"Rubber Boots'—se Roosevelt, James
Roosevelt

Rublee, George, 369 n. t

Russdl, Mrs (Mary Forbes), 388 n.

Russdl and Company, 23, 27 «., 388 «.,
406

Rutland, John James Robert Manners,
seventh Duke of, 428, 430 n.

ST ANDREW'S BOYS' CLUB, Boston, 375
andn.; 377, 389. 390

Saint-Gaudens, Augustus, 111 n.

Saint George, Mrs GeorgeB. (Katharine
D. P. Collier), 175 «., 176

Stives (Stevenson), 145,146 n.

St Mark's School: football game with,
308-309; baseball victory over, 346-347

" Sdllie' —see Roosevelt, M r s Sara Delano

Saltongtall, L everett, 408 ft.

Saltongtall, Robert, 407, 408 n.

Sampson, Commodore " William T., 185 n.

Sandos Jeanne, 33 «., 37 n.

Sands, Louise, 34n.

Sargent, John Singer, 242 andn.

Scientific American, 50, 51 «., 225, 327, 389

School Girl, The (musical play), 429, 430n.

Saars Clara Endicott, 137 n.

Sears Eleanora, 419, 420 n.

Saars Richard, 420 n.

Sdmes, Isabel, 456,457

Seton, Ernest Thompson, 324 n.

Shamrock (yacht), 296 «., 297 «., 298 n.

Shaw, Ledie Mortimer, 411, 412 «.

,Sherlock Holmes, 321, 322n.

Show Girl, The, 451,452 n.

Siam, Crown Prince of, 415, 416 n.

Sgnet, Harvard, 417 and n.

Skargrom, Dr William, 118 and n., 120,

190, 261
Slattery, Bishop CharlesL ., 80 ft.
Soane Mr and MrsHenry T., 264 «.
Smith, A. Cary, and Barbey, 408 and n.
Smith, Cora (Countess of Strafford), 278,
279tu
Sohier, Alice, 411, 412 ft.
Soley, James Russll, 188 and n.; 242 ft.
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Soley, Mrs James Russdl (Mary W.
Howhnd), 183 n., 242 »., 316

Soley, May, 215

Soley, Una, 241,242 n.

South African War, 311 andn., 324, 327-
328

Spanish-American War, 176-177, 182,
183-186

Spaulding, Henry George, 90,91 «., 129

Sprague, Oliver M. W ., 433n.

Spragr»e, Rev. PhiloWoodr uff, 166 andn.g
270, 347

*'Springwood" —see Hyde Park

Starr, Dillwyn P., 143,144 .

Starr, Louis, 143,144 n.

Seen Valetje, 174 «., 267,419, 420 n.

Stevenson, Robert Louis, 145,146 n.

Stewart, Isshdla—see Gardner, Mrslsabdla
Stewart

Stimson, Frederic Jeup, 413 n.

Stokes, Anson Phelps, 303, 304 n.

Stokes, Harold, 303, 304 n.

Strafford, Earl and Countess of, 278,279 n.

Stregt, Rosamond, 219 n.

Street, Susan, 219 n.

Stregt, Mr and MrsWilliam, 219 n.

Surgis, Anne ("Nancy")—see Lord, Mrs
Sidney Archer

Sturgis, Beatrice, 27, 28 «., 93

Surgis Edward, 28n.,93n.

Surgis, Russl, 27 «., 93 and «., 305

Surgis, S. Warren, 93 n.; 212, 213 n., 272,
305, 326, 354

Sturgis, MrsS. Warren (MissBarnes), 212,
213n., 326

Sumner, Allen, 427 and n.

Surprise(clipper), 130n.

Survey Graphic, 33,34n.

Swan, Jossph R, jun., 80, 81 n.

Swift, John Baker, jun., 385 «., 400

"TADDY" (James Roosevelt Roosevelt,
jun., do known as" Rosy"), 46, 48 n.,
53, 57, 59, 63, 64, 67, 71, 72, 87, 89, 98,
99, 101, 105, 106, 116, 117, 118, 123,
139, 141, 147, 157, 159, 163, 170, 176,
186, 208, 217, 222, 228, 230, 233, 235,
238, 241, 243, 246, 248, 254, 257, 260,
264, 266, 270, 272, 274, 281, 293, 296,
304, 309, 315, 322, 334, 352, 354, 3L n.

Taft, William Howard, 329 n., 409 n.

Tarns J. Frederic, 173andn.

Teutonic (White Star liner), 34-35, 85, 91,
261

Thayer, Eugene Van Rensdaer, 96, 230,
1290 and »., 293, 310, 399
i Thayer, MrsNathaniel (Pauline Revere),
133,134 n.
Thayer, Rev. William Greenough, 81
andn.
Thisis my Story (Mrs F. D. Roosevelt),
1391l., 455 n,
Thorndike, John R., 78 n., 81, 82,392 n.
Thursby, Emma, 428 n.
"Tilly, Aunt" (Mrs Frederic Adrian
Delano), 28 «., 73 andn., 155, 394, 409
Tomkins, Rev. Floyd, 94, 95 n.
"Toutou" (Helen Roosevet)—see
"Helen"
Troubetzkoy, Princess (Mrs John Arm-
srong Chanler), 441 n.
Truax, Louisg, 427 andn.
Tucker, Alanson, 408 and n.
Tuckerman, MrsBayard, 140 andn.; 357 n.
Tuckerman, Elizabeth, 140 n., 356, 357 n.
Turned Up (schod play), 235 and n.
Turner, Frederick Jackson, 433 n.
Turner, Ross 229 and n.
Twining, Else (Mrs Mather Almon
Abbott), 128 andn. 253

"VALLIB" (Valentine G. Hall, jun.), 455
and n.

Van Wyck, Augustus, 206 and n.

Van Wyck, Robert A., 130n.

Vaughan, Henry (architect), 268 n.

WALTBRS, HARRY, 115 n, 230 n.

Walters, Henry, 115 n.

Walters, Jennie (Mrs Warren Delano [11)—
see" Jennig, Aunt"

Ward, the Hon. John Hubert, 378 n.

Ward, MrsJohn Hubert (Jean Rcid), 377,
38 «, 404

Ward, Marian (Mrs Abbot A. Low), 129,
10 n, 243

"Warren" (Warren Delano Robbins), 36,
107andn., 115,116«., n8,119,120,121,
122, 125, 126, 130, 131, 133, 134, 136,
138, 141, 145, 146, 149, 153-156, 159,
161, 162-163, 164, 166, 168, 171, 174,
177, 182, 191, 193, 194, 196, 204, 207,
209, 218, 223, 226, 228, 235, 244, 245,
247, 253, 259, 260, 265, 272, 274, 280-
281, 287, 308-309, 316, 335, 337, 348,
352, 4%, 456

Waterbury, John C., 136, 137 n.

Webb, J. Watson, 143,144 «., 209

469



Weber, Dr Leonard, 94, 95 n., 324

Wedding March (school play), 325 and n.

Weekes, Mr and Mrs Arthur D., 307
andn.

Weekes, Harold, 307 andn.

Weekes, John A., 400

Weekes, Mrs John A. (Alice Delano),
307 n.

Weld, George Walter, 391 n.

West Indies, trip to (1904), 448 n.

Wharton, Edith, 74 n.

Wharton, William Pickman, jun.
(" Polly"), 62 n., 74 and n., 82, 235 n,,
240, 254, 304

White House, visit to, 404 n.

Whitman, Mrs Sarah Wyman, 363, 452
andn.

Whitney, Mrs (Groton innkeeper), 54
and n., 239, 349

Whitney, William C, 302 n.

Whitridge, HoratioL ., 136, 137 n.

Wild Animals | have known (Seton), 323,
324 n.

Wilhelm |1, Kaiser, 395 it., 408 ft.

Williamson, George, 429, 430 n.

Wilson, T. Woodrow, 412 n.

Windsor, Duke and Duchess of, 39 n.

Winslow, Erving, 65 n.

Winslow, Mrs Erving (Catherine Reig-
nolds), 64, 65 n.

Winston, Owen, 416 andn. 456

Woodford, General Stewart L ., 183,784 n.

Woods, Arthur, 85 and n., 188,, 205, 302,
421, 422

Woodward, Experience (Mrs Medad
Pomeroy), 383 and n.

Woolsey, Charles, 122 n.

Woolsey, Heathcote, 121, 122 n.

Woolsey, T. S, 122 n.

Woolsey, Theodore Dwight, 122 n.

Wright, Mrslsaac, 58 and n.

Wright, William M ., 50 n., 58 «., 71

YACHT RACES, America's Cup, 295, 2% n.,

297
Yale University bicentennial, 399 n.


















