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PR EVF A C E.

THE following concife hiftory of a
People, who, for fome time, made no in-
confiderable figure in Hindoftan, after a
delay of many years, is at length pre-
fented to the world, at a period when the
pallions and interefts of men being no lon-
ger concerned 1n any of the events of
which it treats, it may poflibly meet with
a more impartial and indulgent reception,
than it might otherwife have been fuppofed
entitled to.

But, as fome particulars contained in it
have been the fubje of much acrimoni-
A 2 f ous
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ous difcuflion, both in England and in
India, it may not be improper that the
writer fhould previoufly ftate the circumse
ftances which, by poflefling him of the ma-
terials, firftled him at all to think of {uch
a compofition, as this may ferve to con-
vince the candid reader, that, in venturing
to obtrude this little produétion upon his
attention, he is not a&uated by any finifter
views, nor by that {pirit of party, which,
unhappily, but too much prevails, even
in matters wherc it ought leaft to be met
with, and where it 1s moft prejudicial to
the advancement of truth and knowledge
and, in doing this, he will endeavour
to thun, as much as poflible, unneceflary
egotifim, although it muft unavoidaly com-
pel him to touch upon fubje&s which
would otherwife be altogether foreign
and improper,

Soon
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Soon after the author’s firft appointment
into the India Company’s fervice (about
fifteen years ago) he applied himfelf,
with fome affiduity, to the ftudy of the
oriental languages, particularly of that
grand medium of all correfpondence and
negotiation in India, the Perfian; about
three years after, he had the honour to be
called upon by the officer then command-
ing that portion of the Bengal army
which was on the field ftation, (who is
now in England) for his afliftance in that
particular department, for which he had
by this time qualified himfelf, to wit,
tranflation and country correfpondence: Here,
as a new field of inveftigation and inquiry
was opened to him, in the probability that
he might, in the courfe of his duty, have
the management of political bufinefs fre-
quently committed to his charge, he was
anxious to acquire fuch a degree of know-

A j ledge



Vi PREF AC E.

ledge of the hiftory and conne&ions of the
neighbouring ftates, as might enable him
to execute matters of that kind in a man-
ner worthy of fo important a truft.—It
was, at the fame time, his fortune to
meet with a perfon of fome confequence,
who was an Afgan, then a&ing on the
part of the Rohilla Chief Fyzoola Khan,
in a confidential capacity ; and from this
perfon he procured, (among a number of
other valuable papers,) a Perfian manu-
fcript, containing a compleat relation of
the whole Rohilla ftory, from the firlk
foundation of their power, to the battle of
Cutterah, fought between the Rohillas
and the Allicd army of the Company’s
and Vifier’s troops, on the 23d of April,
1774, which, by the dcfeat of the former,
put an end at once to their government and

independance.

Pregnant
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Pregnant as this appeared to be with
many fingularly ftriking and interefting
events, the then recent tranfaltions had,
moreover, rendered it an object of partia
cular curiofity, and thefe confiderations
alone were {ufficient to induce the writer
to employ his firft leifure hours in arrang-
ing and turning it into Englith : this de-
termination he forthwith proceeded to ex-
ecute, and, about ten years ago tranflated
the following narrative, in a form and fuba
ftance little different from that in which;
with becoming diffidence, he now fubmits

it to the public eye.

With refpe&t to the motives which in-
duced the writer {o long to withhold this
compilation, before he would hazard to
commit it to the judgement of the world,
he will not offer to encroach upon the pa-
tience of his readers, by mentioning the

A 4 commone



viil PREPACE.

common-place topics fo often ufed by
many before him, fuch as, that ¢ the
“ work was originally written with no
¢« other view than merely the amufement
« of afew friends,” and fo forth ; decla-
rations, which are commonly as infuffi-
cient to cover the vanity of an author, as
to impofe upon the penetration of others :
—In truth, he alwa.‘VS regarded the mat-
ter contained in this little tra® as by no
means unworthy of being made known ;
but yet, in a point of fuch }noment, he
withed not to a& with a rathnefs of which
he might afterwards have fufficient occa-
flon to repent: nor was he, indeed, lefs
deterred by an apprehenfion that, were it
to come forth at a period when the conteft
of oppofite faltions, refpe¢ting the affairs
of Inciia, had agitated men’s minds to an
uncommon degree of animofity, or whilft
the decifion of the Legiflature upon the

moft
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moft interefting part of its fubje®t was
yet pending, it might have been regarded
as a frivolous FARRAGO, vamped up mere-
ly to ferve the purpofe of the hour; and,
as fuch, have drawn upon its author fuf-
picions, which, he trufts, cannot, with any
fupport of probability, be imputed to him
at prefent.

The particular reafons which were, for
fo confiderable a period, obftru&ive to his
wifhes and intentions have at length ceafed
to exift :—Thofe events of the following
ftory in which the Engli/b were any way
concerned have been fully canvafled before
*the higheft human tiibunal ; and a judge-
ment from which there lies no appeal
feems to have been already pafled upon it.
—Neither are the different parties who
were principally interefted 1n its difcuffion
now any longer in a fituation to excite the

hopes
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hopes of partizans, or the apprehenfions
of opponents; fo that the writer of this
little tralt prefumes he may ftand fairly ac-
quitted of any undue bias in the prodution
of it.

But, whilft folemnly difavowing any
intere{t whatfoever in the views either of
parties or of individualsin this publication,
yet will he venture to confefs that he is
not altogether indiffcrent in the motives
which have led him to it! Concerned for
the honour of his country, and anxious for
the reputation of a fervice in which he
has fpent the flower of his life, he would
willingly, if poffible, remove even in a
fingle inftance, fome part of that horrid
odium which has of late years, for what-
ever purpofe, been fo feduloufly excited
againft thofe devoted men who, at the ex-
pence of all the moft comfortable enjoy-

ments
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ments of exiftence, are rendering the pub-
lic no unimportant nor unmeritorious
(though certainly very thanklefs) fervices
in India.

Here, perhaps, the writer might be
tempted to enlarge fomewhat beyond the
bounds which the confined nature of his
{ubject preicribes to him, were it not
that, in fuch a difcuffion it would be
fcarcely pofiible to avoid animadverfions
which, in the eyes of fome, would bear the
conftru&tion of finifter defign or of per-
fonal invetive, rather than of the fober
inveftigation of truth.—Much abflracied
reafoning, indeed, might bc advanced on
the abfurd smprobability of the very grofs
and univerfal depravity, which has been
declared to contaminate the minds of our
countrymen 1n that department of the
empire, where they have been depiéted,

not
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not in the chara&ers of men, but of fa-
vages more fell than the tygers of the re-
gion in which they refide. But, in a cafe
of general prepofieffions, derived, in many
mftances, from fources which ought always
to deferve to be regarded as of the higheft
authority, it is neceflary that time fhould
be allowed for the force of immediate in-
terefts to be weakened, and the virulence
of contending parties to fubfide, ere it can
be fuppofeci that the admonitions of
fober, unimpaflioned reafon fhould have
any operation in their cure.—He will,
therefore, only touch upon this matter
at a diftance, and mercly fo far as re-
fpe&ts thofe operations of the Englith
which form a part of the fubjett of this

narrative.

Of all the events which have been made
ufe of for the purpofes of crimination

againft
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againt the fervants of the Eaft-India Com-
pany, none have made a greater figure,
either in the national proceedings, or in
the perifhable publications of the day, than
the Robilla War, and various efforts have
been made to paint both the conduét and
the confequences of it in the moft horrible

colours.

When, in the perufal of hiftory, we read
of whole nations being extirpated by the
Goths, or rooted out by the Vandals, we
piGture to ourfelves a country invaded by a
band of fierce and favage conquerors, who
purfue the haplefs inhabitants with indif-
criminate maflacre, carry off the few they
{pare from the {word into perpetual captivi-
ty, and proceed in their deftruive career,
until the whole territory exhibits nothing
but a dreary, filent wafte!

Similar
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Similar to this is the opinion which,
(frem the force and extent of the expref-
fions that have been applied to it) have
bee, by many, conceived of the conqueft
of Rohilcund.

God forbid that Britifh troops fhould ever
be employed in alts of fuch deteftable
atrocity ! —With refpet to thofe in par-
ticular who effeted that revolution, it may
with confidence be affirmed, that, however
high their fenfe of fubordination, however
ready at all times to obey the moft perilous
orders of their fuperiors, had fuch a fexvice
been allotted to them, they would have

turned from it with abhorrence !

To confute afperfions fo cruelly injurious
to thefe gallant men is, it muft be owned,
one, and that not the leaft, of the author’s
aims; an aim which, when guided by

truth,
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#ruth, he concelves to be neither blameable
nor dithonourable.~—He means not, how-
ever, to call in the aid of argument for
this purpofe: the facs follow, and will
fpeak for themfelves: neither is it his
bufinefs or his intention to enter into any
difcuflion of the principles upon which
this celebrated expedition was undertaken,
as this point muft be referred to ajudge-
ment to be formed upon the fame grounds:
if they werc wrong, nothing he could here
advance would fuffice to juftify them; if
right, it is not in his power to arraign
them.

Having premifed thus much with refpe&
to the circumitances which originally led
to this compilation, and the motives for
the prefent prodution of it, it may not
be improper to fubjoin a few obfervations
upon the work itfelf,

The
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The difficulty of collefling materials
capable of forming a regular, conne&ed,
and authentic detail of events in the
northern parts of Hindoftan within the
laft century, muft be well known to all
who have ever made fuch an inquiry the
objelt of their purfuit: the univerfal de-
cline of learning in the empire within that
period, has affeéted biffory in particular;
in the few crude produtions of this kind
which are to be found, the dates of the
moft important events are generally mif-
placed, and often entircly omitted ; and it
frequently happens that no two authors,
in the relation of the moft momentous and
interefting falls, exaltly coincide in the
points of ‘place and circumftance : — the
writer is therefore fenfible that his work
muft contain fome anachronifms, and per-
haps, in a few places, deviations from

the relations of others; the former of
thefe
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thefe he has as much as poffible ftudied to
aveid or re&ify ; and with refpe&t to the
latter, none that he has been able to difco-
ver appear of any manner of moment ;
indeed, he has been the lefs folicitous upon
this head, as he depends much upon the
authority of the perfon under whofe in-
fpe&tion (ashe has before intimated) the
Perfian manufcript, which forms the chief
ground of the work, was drawn up ; whofe
knowledge of the fubje&t muft be natu-
rally fuppofed to be accurate and ~=tenfive,
as he was a Robilla, a confidential fervant
of one of their chicfs, and had himfelf
been perfonally engaged in many of the

events related 1n it.

The narrative 1s preceded by a fhort
view of the actual flate of the diftriéts of
Hindoftan, fubjet to the Muflulman go-
vernments, as they ftood at the period of the

B important
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important revolutions which have been
effe@ed by the unparallelled fuccefs of the
Englith : this fketch will, probably, be
regarded as very flight and imperfe&, con-
fidering the magnitude of the fubjet;
the writer, however, 1s encouraged to offer
it, not only as it may tend in general to
the illuftration of what follows, but alfo
as 1t may f{erve to obviate certain mifcon-
ceptions which have been, with vaft la-
bour and ingenuity, raifed in the minds of
the public, and to evince with what pecu-
liar eafe political revolutions may be brought
about in thofe countries, without inducing
any of the dreadful confequences which
have been folemnly pronounced (in a place
and from an authority too high to be here
mentioned) as the conftant and neceffary
refult of them.

An appendix is alfo given, containing

copies
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-opies of fuch original papers as may
erve the more fully to exhibit the leading
sircumftances of the firft rupture between
»ur Ally the Vizier Suja-al Dowlah, and
:he Rohillas, as well as of the treaties of
seace which put a period to the calamities
‘hofe countries, both from their natural
ind political fituation, had for many years
seen fubjeét to.

In the original draft of the work, it
was termed a Zranflation ; both as it was,
n fa®, in a great meafure literally fo,
'from the manufcript, as already mention-
:d) and alfo, becaufe the writer thought
1¢ could thus beft cover its blemifhes and
:mperfections : but, as in fome parts of it
(thofe, in particular, which treat of fuch
proceedings of the Englith government
15 were any way conneted with it) he has
neceffarily had recourfe to other fources of

B2 infore
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information, fo he has thought it moft
fuitable to drop that appellation, and to
fend it forth under the title of what it
really is, a Hiftory or Hifforical Relation,
where all the incidents are combined in
their natural conneétion with and depen-

dance upon each other.

After having faid fo much, it would be
unpardonable to trefpafs farther upon the
patience of thereader; yet may the writer
be permitted to add that, if in this little
publication he fhould appear to have at-
tempted beyond his ftrength,—if in ad-
dition to the feveral defe&s heis confcious
it contains, the fuperior penctration of
others thould chance to difcover ftill more,
he neverthelefs hopes that every reafonable
allowance will be made for him ; the mag-
nitude and importance of a laborious un-
dertaking, in which he is at prefent enga-

ged



PREFACE xxi

ged, has afforded him but little leifure for
revifal and correction, and none for the ftudy
of harmony of language, or elegance of
ftyle, were he even difpofed to imagine
that his efforts in this refpe&t could be at-
tended with fuccefs ;—to exce/, therefore,
has not been fo much his aim as to snform ;
and it is to be prefumed that, in the eye
of the candid and the judicious, fome
little credit will be given to the imtention,
even though he fthould be {o unfortunate as
in any manner to fail in the execution of

it.

Some paffages in the following narrative
mutft be interefting to every Englith reader,
and, however fhort its period or confined
the fcene of its tranfations, yet it may
perhaps be found, by fuch as are defirous
of drawing their conclufions from plain
Jact, rather than from vague affertion, not

B 3 tq
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to be altogether deftitute of ufeful and en-
tertaining matter ; neither can the hiftory
of a government which underwent the
whole progreflive feries of rife, independance,
and diffolution, within the little fpace of
T hirty-five years, be held unworthy the at-
tention of thofe who, abftratted from any
narrow interefts or partialities, may be de-
firous of deriving amufement and inftruc-
tion, from a review of the unprofitable

toils and tranfitory viciffitudes of Human

Life.

A SHORT



A

SHORT VIEW

OF THE STATE OF THE

Provinces of HINDOSTAN,

SUBJECT TO THE

MUSSULMAN GOVERNMENTS;
WITH RESPECT TO THE

Relative Situation of their INHABITANTS.

et SR

I order to give a more clear and diftin&
conception of this fubje&, it may be ne-
ceflary to premife, by taking a curfory
retrofpect to the circumftances, which,
through a variety of revolutions effected
in the courfe of many centuries, have led
to the modern and very fingular ftate of
thofe diftriCts which are termed the Mu/-
Sfulman Provinces in India,

B4 In
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In a country of fuch vaft extent as Hin-
doflan, famous from the eatlieft ages for
the richnefs of 1ts productions, the falu-
brity of 1ts climate, and the fertility of its
foil, it is to be fuppofed that there are re-
fidents of all completions, and of every re~
Tigious perfuafion : There are, however,
only two defcriptions to be confidered as
forming the grand charaeriftic difiinc-
tions undcr which the inhabitants, in ge-
neral, may be arranged ; the Hindoos and
the Mu(fulmans, or Mabommedans : Of thefe,
the former are the Aborigines, and the lat-
ter the defcendants of the profelytes from
the Hindoo religion, or of thofe Arabs,
Perfians, and Tartars, who, in the courfe
of the laft cight hundred years, have {pread
themfelves over the face of this extenfive
region.

'The hiltories of the Hindoos trace back
the annals of an . independant fyftematic
form of government and legiflation over
the greateft part of this immenfe fpace to
a period fa.r beyond the date of European

‘ chronology,
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chronology, and pourtray a pcople flourith-
ing in all the fuperiority of civilized life,
at a time when we fuppofe the reft of man-
kind to have been funk (with very few ex-
ceptions) into the moft abje¢t barbari{m.,
Brave, a&ive, polithed, and induftrious,
the Hindoos, in their original ftate, appear
to have been no wife deflicient in the qua-
lities neceflary to the defence of their wide=
ly-extended territories, againft the incur-
fions of the various wild and favage na-
tions by whom they were furrounded;
and, if we areto credit their accounts, and
the more unqueftionable teftimony of the
remains of antiquity which are every were
to be found, they enjoyed, for many ages,
under a mild and fimple form of govern-
ment, founded on a religion whofe very
cflence feems to be benevolence and an abe
horrence of blood, a degree of happinefs,
the extent and duration of which is not to
be equalled in the hiftory of any other por-
tion of the human race.

Had no events taken place calculated
to
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to effe&t important revolutions as well in
the manners of a great part of mankind
as in the fate of many empires; had the
barbarous hords around this happy region
never been a&uated by any more forcible
impulfe than fuch as the hopes of plunder
might infpire ; it is probable that feveral
centuries might have been added to the
felicity and 1ndependence of the Hindoos :
time, however, and the concurrence of
circumftances, have wroughta great change
both 1in the political fituation and perfonal
character of this people, in many of the
richeft and moft extenfive provinces of their
ancient dominion.

'The impoftor of Mecca had eftablithed,
as one of the primary principles of his
.do&rine, the merit of extending it, either
by perfuafion or the {word, to all parts of
the earth.  This injun&ion his followers
fo fteadily adhered to, and fo earnefily
purfued, that in lefs than three centuries
after its firft propagation, a large part of
Europe, Afia, and Africa, was feen to em-

brace
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brace or {ubmit to ¢ the law of zhe pro-
¢ phet;” and, among the reft, the nor-
thern provinces of Hindoftan, which had
fo long flourithed in tranquil fecurity, were
at length overwhelmed by armies of fierce
and hardy adventurers, whofe only im-
provements had been in the {cience of de-
ftruction, who added the fury of fanatici{fm
to the ravages of war, and whom a firm
belief in the rewards which, they were
taught to expet, awaited all who fhould
be {o fortunate as to die in the promulga-
tion of the faith, infpired with an energy
which nothing could refift. Here, however,
the great end of all their conquefts met
with obftacles fuch as were no where elfe
oppofed to it; and in India alone, the
Muflulman fword, although it could over-
throw governments and fubjugate king-
doms, was incapable of gaining or of
forcing profelytes in any proportion to the
numbers who were fubdued : Multitudes
were facrificed by the favage hand of reli«
gious perfecution, and whole countries
were deluged in blood, in the vain hope
‘ that,



6 A SHORT VIEW, &c.

that, by the deftru&ion of a part, the re-
mainder might be perfuaded or terrified into
the profeflion of Mahommedanifm: the
nature of the Hindoo religion held forth
invincible obftacles to their views : original
in its nature, and abfolute in its decrees,
its precepts induce a total feclufion from
the reft of mankind; and this feclufive
principle extends not ouly to the whole
of the Hindoos, with refpec&t to the reft
of the world, but alfo to every caff or clafs
of thofc with refpe to every other caft :—
it neither admits converts from other fyf{-
tems, nor allows of the fnialleft even fem-
porary deviation from its own ; infomuch
that, if a Hindoo be difcovered to have
ever eusien or drank, or to have aflociated in
thefe ats with others, contrary to the rules
prefcribed to him by his religion (whether
voluntarily, or by compulfion) he ¢ for-
Jeits his Cast,”— that is to fay, he be-
comes utterly banithed from fociety, is
confidered by his friends and relations as
dead, and is thenceforth profcribed as an
alien, with whom no communication can

legally
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legally be held : hence ¢very tie which can
lay hold upon the heart of man, every en-
joyment which conftitutes his chief delight,
are the pledges of a Hindoo’s perfeverance
in the faith of his anceftors.—The Muf-
{ulman Princes and Generals who firft {uc-
ceeded in their attacks upon Hindoftan
foon perceived the futility of thofe fan-
guinary efforts, which might extirpate,
but could fcldom comvert, a people whom
neither terror nor intreaty could tempt to
defert a fyftem upon their adherence to
which their whole happinefs was thus
made to depend : they thercfore determined
to relinquith the inpra&icable ideas with
which they had, at firft, entered upon their
career ; and from that period to the prefent
time an univerfal toleration feems (with
few exceptions) to have been the marking
chara&eriftick of the Muflulman rules
throughout India.

All the countries of Hindoftan, from
the [ndus to the Ganges, were in courfe
of time fubdued by the Muffulmanarms ;

thev
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they afterwards extended their conquefts to
the eaftward and fouthward; all the ter-
ritories on each fide of the laft-mentioned
river (as far as the Cummow mountains)
Bahar Bengal, the Decan and the Car-
natick, f{ucceflively fell under the Ma-
hommedans, who fettled in the countries
they had thus acquired, governing them
(for the moft part) in the name and under
the authority of the Emperor at Delhi,
who was recognized as Lord Paramount
over the whole: Many other provinces
which never were actually fubdued, were
fuffered to retain their ancient laws and
form of Government, under their own
hereditary chiefs, or Rajabs, thefe acknow-
ledging fealty to the Muflulman court at
Delhi, and paying tribute to its officers :
—Some few, fecured by their infignicance,
or their inacceffible fituation, ftill conti-
nued to retain their former independance.

Thus the Emperors of Hindoftan held
dominion, at one period, over a vait Mo-
narchy, confifting of diftrilts, provinces,

and
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and kingdoms, of rwo different defcrip-
tions :— The firft, thofe which, having
been conquered by the Muflulmans, were
more immediately and completely under
fubjetion ; being protected and held in
obedience by Muffulman armies ; having
Courts of Juftice eftablifhed in them upon
the fame principles as in Perfia and other
Mahommedan countries, in which all
caufes were judged and decided by the
ftandard of Muflulman jurifprudence ; and
governed by Royal deputies or Nawabs,
whofe occafional appointments took place
at Delhi :——The fecond, thofe, which
never having been completely {ubjugated,
{till retained their ancient laws and ufages,
and were governed by Rgjabs, fucceeding
each other, 1n general, according to lineal
defcent ; but, liable to ¢je&tment upon any
failure, either in the payment of their fti-
pulated tribute, or the furnifhing of mi-
litary aid when required, holding their
lands, in falt, by a fort of feudal vaflalage.

A fyftem fo.unwieldy from its extent,
and
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and compofed of fuch heterogencous parts,
could not long be preferved entire ; and ac-
cordingly, the hiftory of Hindoftan, for the
laft five hundred years, exhibits little elfe
than a continued feries of rebellions and in-
furre&ions, and reiterated efforts onthe part
of the fupreme government to quell them.
The vigorous adminiftration of along line
of able princes held it, indeed, for fome
time, undiminithed; but a few weak reigns
undid the work of ages; and during the
decline of the houfe of Timour, within
the laft century, this immenfe fabrick fell
rapidly to ruin: Province after province
feceded from their obedience, and the ex-
tent of the imperial authority was gradu-
ally circumfcribed, until at length there
remained to the defcendants of that illuf=
trious family nothing more than a wretch-
ed remnant of territory immediately around
the capital, and a ftill unmverfally acknow-
ledged title to royalty exprefled by ineffi-
cient declarations of fubje@lion and attach-
ment, which, like the ruins of fome ftately

pile,



A SHORT VIEW, & Ir

pile, ferves only to point out the fplendor
it was once pofiefled of.

In the difmemberment of this unwieldy
empire, little alteration was made in the
interior government or policy of each parti-
cular province :—the Newabs negle&ed to
remit their revenues to the royal treafury,
and the Rajabs witheld their tribute, or re-
nounced their obedience, the countries of
each remaining, refpectively, under the
fame laws, and fubjet to the fame modes
of public adminiftration as before; except-
ing only that every chief, as he threw off
his allegiance, (in faé if notin #erms,) in-
ftead of depending any longer upon the
appointment of the Court, affumed to
himfelf the right of eftablithing the fuc.
ceffion to the dominion of his territory in
his own family : each {ucceflor endeavour-
ing, however, to give oftenfible validity to
his claim, by procuring Firmans or com-
miflions from the Emperor, to whom all
ftill continued to acknowledge fealty, and

C to
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to allow the barren privilege of beftowing
nominal honours and marks of diftin&ion.

Thus, the empire of Hindoftan became,
and has from that period confifted of, a

number of kingdoms, provinces, and di-
{tricts, totally independent of each other,
or of any fupreme head, and of two diftin&
defcriptions or denominations, Hindoo and
Muffulman.

Of the former of thefe we forbear to
fpeak, as this view 1s meant to be confined
folely to thofe provinces which, on the ge-
neral defetion, remained, as before, under
the dominion of the Mufiulmans; and
this, although it particularly points at the
territories ufurped by the Rohilla Afgans,
may neverthlefs be confidered as equally
applying to all other provinces of the fame

clafs.

The Hindoos in thefe diftriéts, altheugh
they have loft much of their priftine pu-
rity and fimplicity of manners, do yet ftill

retain
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retaih the ftrongeft marks of an original
chara&er.—Their climate, their food, and
the delicate conformation of their bodies
concur to render them foft and effeminate;;
and the fingular eafe with which the earth
yields all her produions contributes to
cherith the natural indolence of their
difpofitions.—They are brave, but their
courage requires an impulfe to fpur them
on to a&ion, which feldom offers where
all the rewards of military exertion are mo-
nopolized by others: they are naturally
avaricious; but the total infecurity of
property, whilftat the mercy of unprinci-
pled and rapacious tyrants, in general,
either confiderably checks this paflion by
difcouraging its end, or prevents its afflum-
ing any other fhape than that of apparent
penury, covering the moft fecret and moft
fordid accumulation :—hence, thcy are
little defirous of improving their fituation
or increafing their pofleffions by any of the
bolder or more dangerous purfuits of am-
bition :—that abafement of mind which
is the neceflary confequence of a long flate

C2 of
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of flavith fubje&tion, feems wholly to have
fupprefled the energy of fpirit neceffary to
the undertaking of great and daring ac-
tions ; and whilft the inhabitants of thofe
Hindoo ftates which, in the courfe of va-
rious revolutions, have preferved or reco-
vered their original independence, are en-
terprifing and ative, thefe, although acute
and ingenious, arc yet frigid and inert.
Thefc imperfetions do not prevent them,
however, from being as induftrious as the
nature of the arts they purfue or the foil
they cultivate renders neceflary, at the
fame time that they make them the more
cafily governed ; and they are accordingly
uniformly {fubmiflive and obedient.

From this it will appear that their in-
clinations and imbecilities lead them in
general to prefer and purfue the quieter
and more peaceable occupations of life;
and, excepting the caft of Kyettries, who
are foldiers by birth or by the precepts of
their religion, and who hire themfelves as
mercenaries, indifferently, to any power

under



A SHORT VIEW, &c I

under which they can procure employment,
—they are almoft all either manufacturers,
or tillers of the ground. ‘The few among
them who acquire wealth, finding in fe-
crecy their only fecurity againtt extortion,
never have their property fo fituated as
would give them any intcreft in the fate
of the country they inhabit; and, with
refpet to the remainder, 1if they be in-
dulged in the unmolefted exercife of their
religlous ceremonies, and the current pro-
vifion of a {lender maintenance for their
families, they little care under what go-
-vernment they live, or by mafters of what
completion they may be ruled : onc fet of
conquerorsisdriven out by another, andtheir
affumed rights again ufurped by a third ;
whilft the Hindoos, whofe country is the
obje&, and from whofe labour and inge-
nuity that objec derives its value, behold
the conteft with an indifference of which
thofe who have never had an opportunity
of being acquainted with the utter aparhy
of their difpofitions can form no idea :—
the vi€ors, whoever they may be, find the

C3 fame
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fame intereft in cherithing and proteéting
thofe innocent and ufeful fubjects as had the
vanquithed ;—thus the Hindoos, compa-
ratively fpeaking, fuffer but little in fuch
convulfions; and taking no part in the
quarrel, are in a great meafure {creened.
from a participation in its confequences.

The Mahommedans, greatly as they
muft have accumulated in fo many ages,
do yet bear an infinitely {mall proportion in
point of number to the Hindoos, among
whom ftri&t temperance, and early marri-
age being indifpenfable religions obferv-
ances, population fhoots witha vigour
unknown in any other climate of cqual
temperature, '

The purfuits of the Mahommedans, in
general, differ very much from thole of the
Hindoos.—Lxcepting their pricfts, law-
yers, and other diftin&ions of the learned
and reclufe, their views do almoft univer-
fally lie in the army or the court ; fome

! few,
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few, indeed, of the very loweft fort are
traders or mechanicks, manufa&urers or
labourers.

The only Hindoos of any note are the
Zimeendars or principal landholders, who
arc, however, totally dependent upon their
Muflulman lords, and anfwerable to them
for the amount of their rents, or for a
fixed tribute at which they are aflcfled, (be-
fides being obliged to affift them with fuch
proportion in men or money as may be re-
quired upon every emergency,)—{o that the
whole of the revenues ultimately centers
with the Mahommedans, who fill all the
important offices both in the army and in
the other different departments of the ftate,
thereby referving the cfficient power al-
together in their own hands,

Thus it appears that, in thefe provinces,
the great body of the people is compofcd
of Hindoos, who till the ground or carry
on the manufaCures, and are invariably
attached to the foil ; whilft the compara-

C 3 tively
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tively trifling number of Mahommedans
hold the ftate in fubjetion, difpofe of its
revenues, and are removable by every
change in politicks or power.

So long as the fupreme government re-
tainedavigour which wasimparted to all its
fubordinate dependencies, the Hindoos in
thefe provinces enjoyed, perhaps, as high
a degree of happinefs and eafe as could be
confiftent with a ftate of abfolute vaffal-
age.—Whilft the Houfe of Timour conti-
nued to flourifh, the ear of the Emperor
was always open to the complaints of the
meaneft of his fubje@s; an unremitting
vigilance was preferved over the conduét of
all who were entrufted with authority ;
and the fatal confequences of mifcondué& or
malverfation were known (in the prompt
decifions of abfolute power) to be equally
rapid and unavoidable. Moreover, the
Muflulmans were not, like other foreign-
ers who vifit Hindoftan, mere #emporary
Sfojourners. Obtaining entry into, or domi-
nion over, a territory, their firft defigns,

o originating
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originating in the bigotry of a miftaken
geal, or the barbarous rapacity of defultory
mcurfion, were fucceeded by the milder
and more equitable views of a permanent
eftablithment, fecured upon the principles
of juftice and. moderation, which alone
could render their dcquifitions capable of
yielding them any lafting advantage :—
they fertled in the country, and thus be-
coming naturalized, had a certain intereft
in the foil.—The ftern and harfh features
of the Muffulman chara&er infenfibly ac-
qulred fome fofter tints from an affociation
with the mild, forbearing, and amiable
temper of the Hindoos ; and a ftrong and
united fyftem of adminiftration afforded
the latter protection, at once, from domef-
tic oppreflion and external injury.—This
pleafing face of things has, however, long
fince undergone a moft deplorable altera-
the power of one univerfal defpot
being overthrown, a way was opened for
the intolerable and uncontrolled licentiouf-
nefs of numberlefs petty tyrants :—in the
anarchy which increafed with the increaf-

ing

tion :
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ing weaknefs of the Imperial Court, the
violent and unprincipled fa&ions of con-
tending nobles united to tread all order and
fubordination under foot ; and the tumul-
tuous diftractions hereby engendered ex-
tending to the more diftant provinces, dif-
fufed their fatal effeCts wherefoever the
royal authority had reached, at the fame
time that the licentioufnefs of manners
which is the ufual attendant of civil dif-
cord, introduced, perhaps, no fmall change
intothe general character and deportment
of the Muflulmans about this period ; and
thus, from the operation of a variety of
caufes, they became equally diffolute and
rapacious.—In the rapid lapfe of revolu-
tions, effected lefs frequently by the man-
date of the prince than by the dagger of the
hired affaflin, all who could obtain truft or
command were anxious to {eize the oppor-
tunity for making the moft of fituations fo
precarious :—as money was the life of every
intrigue by which individuals hoped to
rife to power or fcreen themfelves from in-

jury, fo no means, however nefarious,
were
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were omitted to acquire it: all regard to
the intereft of the country or the profpe-
rity of its inhabitants was loft, where the
verfatile fituation of affairs was occafioning
a continual change of mafters :—aud the
Muffulman Government every where dege-
nerated into a confirmed f{yftem of the
molt profligate venality and the moft
abandoned peculation ; whilft the great
body of the people, deftitute of any
effeGual patronage or protetion, became
by turns the prey of every upftart adven-
turer, whofe circumftances or abilitics en-
abled him to afpire at rule: and it was,
doubtlefs, the fingular flate of thefe coun-
tries in the particulars we have deferibed,
which could have alone preferved them
from being altogether depopulated and laid
wafte, in the progrefs of fuch a fcene of
contention and bloodfhed.

Such was the actual ftate of thefe pro-
vinces, when the folly and cruelty of
Sujar-al-Dowlah, 1n its confcquences,
formed a neceffity for the Englifh to a&
an important and decifive part upon this

theatre:—
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theatre :—fuch was the real ftate of the
territory which had been wrefted from the
Mogul government by the Rohilla Afgans,
when the policy (whether juftifiable or
otherwife) of fecuring the dominions and
fupporting the caufe of our ally induced
the Britith government in Bengal to affift
him in their expulfion.

The deduions to be drawn from thefe
obfervations, fo far as they may apply to
the matter contained in the following
pages, we fhall leave to the judgement of
the reader.

ADVERTISEMENT
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THE writer has ftudioufly endeavoured
in the courfe of this work, as much as pof-
fible to avoid the repetition of Oriental
terms and phrafes in their original form,
which local knowledge alone can render
clear and familiar to the European reader,
and to {ubftitute fuch Englith expreflions
as bear the moft appofite fignifications to
them. But, with refpect to proper names
and #7tles, which fo frequently occur, and
can neither be omitted nor altered, and of
which it is in general very difficult
to retain a difcriminating remembrance,
he has followed a plan not heretofore
adopted by any writer on thofe {ub-
jeéts, and here begs leave to fubjoin a Lt
of the principal perfonages concerncd or
mentioned in the courfe of the following
narrative, which may ferve as a table of
occafional reference, in the perufal of it.

The
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The narrative begins by a retrofpe¢t
to the ufurpation of Shere Shah.

The fubftance of the hiftory is included
within the reigns of

Mogul Emperors of Hin»

Ah {
med Shah doftan, and

Mahummed Shah
Allumgeer I1. }
Shah Aulum, the prefent Emperor,
Kummir-ad-decn-Khan, Vizier under Mahummed Shiih,
Sefdar Jung, Vizierunder Ahmed Shah.

Ghazee-ad-deen Khan, Prime Minifter under Allumgeer IT,
not officially Vizier.

Sujar-al-Dowlah, Vizier under Shah Aulum;

Nadir Shah, King of Perfia,
Ahmed Abdallee, Sovereign of Candahir,

Genealogical
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Genealogical Table of the Family of Allee

Mahummed,
Founder of the Ronirra Government.

Shah Aulum — . Hufein Kban
| \ —
Dioed Khan—Hafiz Rahmut Khan, &c.
|

{ ALLEE MaHUMMED. )
{Niamut Khan, Doondec Khan}
Sallabut Khan. |
{Mahboola Khan—ZFittee Ooolce Khan.)

Abdoola Khan; Fyzoola Khan, Sydoola Khan, Mahunﬂ
med Yir, Al\lahan, and Murtooza Khan.

—emasessenet S R RN ev———

Offices in Rohilcund, after the death of
Allee Mahummed.

Hafiz Rahmut
Doondee Khan

} Guardians.

Niamut Khan

Sillibut Khan } Affiftant Minifters,

Futteh Khan, Kkanfaman, or Steward, (fuccceded by his
Son Ahmed Khan.

Sirdar Khan, Buxy, or Poymufler, (fuccceded by his Son
Alimed Khan,

Other
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Other Perfons of note.

Meer Munnoo, Son to the Vizier Kummir-ad-deen Khan,
fome time Commander in Chief of the Mogul Army.

Nejceb al Dowlah, an Afgan of eminence, who ated as
Minifter at Delhi in the abfence of the prefent Emperor.

ZabitaKhan, his Son.

Kacem Jung, Chief of the Biingifh tribe of Afgans,
poffefled of Ferrochabad.

Ahmed Khan Bungifh, Brother and Succeflor to Kacew'
Jung.

Muzziffer Jung, Son and Succeffor to Ahmed Khan
Bungifh, ‘

&e.,

A RELATION
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A
R ELATTION

OF THE
Origin, Progrefs, and Diffolution,
OF THE

Government of the RoHILLA AFGANS,
&e.

D e

THE Afgan Tartars, whofe numerous
tribes (under the general denomination of
PaTaNs) occupy allthe mountainous coun-
try which forms the North-weftern boun=
dary of Hindoftan, had for a long feries of
time held the greateft part of this immenfe
dominion in fubje@ion, aud furnifhed a
race of monarchs who filled the imperial
throne at Delhi upwards of three eentu-
ries, until the fubjugation of the northern

D INDI1A,
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InDIA, and the overthrow of the Patin go-
vernment, by the arms of Timur Beg.

About one hundred and forty years after
that event, the ufurpation of Mahummed
Fereed-Shere-Shah, who in tlie nine hun-
dred and fiftieth year of the Higera fuc-
ceeded in his rebellion againft the Empe-
ror Humaioon, and drove that monarch in-
to cxile, having occafioned a violent dif-
traCtion throughout all the countries in the
neighbourhood of the capital, many of the
inhabitants forfook thofe diftricts, and fled
to the more diftant provinces, hoping in
the remotenefs of their fituations to find a
fecurity from the extortions of the ufurper.

Shere Shah was himfelf an 4fgan or Pa-
tarn; and it was at this period that num-
bers of Afgans, expeting in him and his
fucceflors to fee another Dynafty of the
Patins eftablithed upon the throne of
Delhi, haftened from all parts to enlift un-
der the ftandard of the new emperor.

As
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As thofe who fled from the tyrannical
exa&ions of the ufurper and his creatures
chiefly confifted of fuch as had ferved in
the great offices of the ftate, or as colleCtors
of diftri&s and principal landholders under
the former government, to fome of thefe
new comers, he prefented grants of the
evacuated eftates and employments ; many
he raifed to pofts of the higheft power and
diftin&ion, and to all he gave every pofii-
ble encouragement to fettle in that part of
Hindoftan ; and hence, on the death of
Shere, when Humaioon recovered the em-
pire by the defeat of Secunder, the nephew
and fucceflor of his former competitor, the
Afgans formed a powerful body in thofe
diftri&s.

As the infurre@ionsand rebellions which
have at all times difturbed the tranquillity
of the Mogul government, prefented the
moft ample field of advancement and di-
ftin&tion to thefe bold and hardy foldiers
of fortune, after the foregoing event,

every adventurer who could collet a band
D2 of
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of lawlefs freebooters, ufed to repair to
Delhi to offer his fervices to the king 5 and,
as the appointment of ftrangers, deftitute of
any dangerous interefts or connexions, was
the moft elligible policy in the government
of the more diftant provinces, thefe offers
were generally excepted ; this wife precau-
tion, however, which for a time certainly
contributed to fupport the authority of
the Mogul princes, and to preferve their
empire entire, tended, in its unavoidable
confequences, to precipitate their down-
fal ; as the influence, credit, and numbers
of thefe adventurers and their defcendants
at length increafed to fuch a degree, as fi-
nally enabled them, in the general difmem-
berment of this unwieldy monarchy, to
fecure to themfelves the independent pof-
feflion of many of its richeft provinces.

Of the various petty independencies
which thus grew out of the ruins of the
Mogul monarchy, one of the laft (though
not the moft inconfiderable either in power
or extent) was eftablithed in the country

I of



ROHILLA AFGANS. 31

of Kuttaher, 1n latter times better known
by the name of Robilcund.

This territory is fituated to the ealtward
of the Ganges, between the province of
Owde, and the firft range of northern
hills commonly called the Cummou Moun-
tains 3—as its fhape 1s nearly that of an 1r-
regular triangle, embraced on two of its
fides by the Ganges and the laft-mentioned
boundary, it would not be eafy to give, in
general terms, any accurate idea of its di-
menfions ;—its mean length, however, is
about one hundred and eighty, and its
greateft breadth about ninety miles, from
which dimenfion it gradually decreafes une
tilit terminates, in 1ts moft northern point
at Hirdewar, where the Ganges flows
through the beforc-mentioned range,

Fromaconcurrenceof happy circumftan-
ces, (as it lies in a temperate climate, and is
watered by feveral fine rivers) the country
is, 1n general, rich and fertile, and con-
tains many cities of confiderable note, the

D 3 chief
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chief of which are Owlah, Barilla, Mo-
radabad, and Rampore. All thefe, previ-
ous to the ufurpations of the Rohillas, had
been the capitals of royal Fowjedarrys (or
lieutenancies) and the two former have
fince, at different times, refpectively be-
come the feat of government, during the
thort period of Rohilla independence.

Among other Afgans who, from the
caufcs already related, came to feck their
fortunes in the lower countrics, in the
1084th year of the Higera, (A. C. 1673)
two Dbrothers named Shah Aulum and
Huflein Khan, having forfaken their na-
tive mountains, fettled in Kuttaher, where
they procured fome fmall employments
under the officers of the Mogul goverment ;
but nothing farther is related of them
worthy of note.

Huffein had three fons ; Doondy Khan,
Niidmut K han, and “illaubet Khan ; the firft
of whom will make a confpicuous figure in
the fequel.—The elder brother, (Shah Au-

o lum)
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lum) had two f{ons,—the firft named
Daoad Khan, and the fecond Rahmut
Khan.

The latter of thefe not bearing any im-
portant part in the enfuing fcene of attion
for feveral years, it 1s needlefs to obferve
more of him at prefent than that his firft
outfet in life was in a mercantile capacity,
fuitable to the obfcurity of his origin ; and
that he continued to trade between J.anore
and Delhi, until he was called forth to fill
more elevated and important ftations.

Diood chofe a military life; and after
the manner of other Afgan adventurers,
colle@ing together fome followers, offered
himfelf and was admitted as a volunteer
into an army fent by the vizier to oppofe
the incurfions of the Mahrattas, who about
this period had acquired a confiderable de-
gree of power, and were become not a little
formidable to the Mogul government, lay-
ing wafte the country between Narwa and
Gowalior, and extending their depredations

D4 towards
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towards the banks of the Jumna,~—On
this expedition Daood diftinguithed him-
felf by his bravery ; and being, onaparticular
occafion, detached fromthe main army, had
the addrefs to furprize and cut off a party
of the enemy, bringing in with him fome
elephants and other {poils,

As a reward for this fervice, DAood, on
the return of the royal forces, obtained a
grant of a little diftrit 1n the territory of
Budévon, wbich forms a part of Rohil-
cund ; but, a retired life ill fuiting with
his active and enterprifing {pirit, he pre-
fently recruited his little force, confifting
of the firft followers of his fortune, with a
confidegable body. of his countrymen, and
with thefe rendered many fervices to the
neighbouring Rajahsand Zimeendars, who
were happy to procure his fupp.rtin their
frequent difputes with each other, which
in thofe countries are generally decided by
force.

The fame of this bold partizan foon
reached
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reached the ears of the Rajah of Cummou
(or Kummdoon) who invited Ddood into his
fervice, and in a little time after gave
him the command of all his forces ;—in
this fituation Diood performed many
fervices of confiderable advantage to his
mafter; not meeting however with
thofe rewards to which he thought his me-
rits and fervices entitled him, he was pre-
paring to leave the Rajah’s employ in dif-
guft; but in attempting to effet this he
was feized ; and the Rajah cruelly ordered
his feet to be cut off, and the finews of his
legs to be forcibly drawn out from the
flumps ; an operation which foon caufed

the parts to mortify, and occafioned his
death,

Diood left two fons ; Mahummed, and
Allee Mahummed¥* :—of the former of

D g thefe

* Some accounts have faid that Allee Mahummed
was not the fon of Daood, but by birth a Hindoo, and
adopted by him :—this however is not only an incon-
gruity (as a Hindoo is feldom or never known to be
adopted by a Muflulraan,) but is moreover altogether

unfupported
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thefe nothing remarkable is recorded ;—
but it was to the afpiring abilities and in-
trepid perfeverance of the latter, (co-ope-
rating with the turbulence of the times)
that the Afgans owed the foundation of
their independance 1n Rohilcund.

Diood had always indulged a ftrong par-
tiality in favour of his younger fon Allee
Mahummed, and had him early inftruéted
1 cvery military exercife, and inall other
accomplithments which might enable him
to make an eminent and fuccefsful figure
in the execution of that plan of feparate
and uncontrolled independence which the
increafing imbecility of the Imperial autho-
rity had taught him to hope might fome
time or other, with the afliftance of his
countrymen, be effe¢ted mn Rohilcund.

unfupported in the original Perfian manufcript, where
he is pofitively mentioned as Diood’s fecond fon,——
Of the other fon (Mahummed) the MS. takes no far-
ther notice whatfoever, except merely mentioning his
name, as above,

When
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When Diood firft conceived his defign of

quitting the Rajah of Cummou’s fervice,
he took care previoufly to tranfinit the
principal part of his property, under the
charge of his favourite fon, to Budivon ;
fo that, upon his death, Allee Mahummed
found himf{elf at once poflefled of confider-
able wealth, and fupported by a numerous
train of his father’s adherents, to whom
his gallant and munificent {pirit had much
endeared him, and whofe defperate cir-
cumftances and experienced bravery ren-
dered them the fitteft inftruments for the
profecution of his ambitious views,

With thefe he entered into the fervice of
Azmut-Oolah Khan, aperfon of rank, who

had been appointed from the court of
Delhi Fowjdar * of Moradabad :—here he

* A Fowjdar implies, in its literal meaning, acom-
mander of troops ; and isan officer appointed to a& as
governor or lieutenant of a diftrit, undera commiffion
from the king, which empowers him to levy troops
and make war, &c, as occafion may require.

foon
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foon ingratiated himfelf with Azmut-
Oolah, foas to procure, through his means,
a renewal of the grant which had been
beftowed on his father, and alfo to obtain
the colle¢tion of a confiderable purgunna
on the part of the Emperor, together with
a Jeydad, or confignment of fome villages,
which he artfully procured for the fup-
port of his followers.

Azmut Oolah being fhortly after recalled
to court, Allee Mahummed feized the op-
portunity which this interval afforded him,
whilft there was no royal deputy at hand
who might control his motions or coun-
tera& his defigns, to raife a ftrong force,
and eftablith himfelf in the pofieffion of
thofe lands, the charge of which he had
obtained through the favour of Azmut-
bolah :—and as thefe parts of India have
at all times {warmed with multitudes of
vagrants (chiefly Afgans) who wander
over the country in fearch of employment,
and are ready to enlift under any ftandard
that may be raifcd, or to fight inany caufe

that
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that may offer, fo he foon increafed the
number of his followers (which, at the
time of his father’s death had not exceeded
three bundred in all) to fuch a degree¥,
that when a fucceflor to Azmut-Oolah was
appointed from Delhi, the Afgan found
himfelf in a condition to make his own
terms, and even to engage him (by fome
valuable prefents) {o much in his favour as
to procure, through his means, a commif-
fion from the Court, authorizing him te
retain the charge of the lands already men-
tioned ; and alfo the gift of a fmall Jageer
in addition thereto, for the fupport of his
dignity.

Allee Mahummed thus raifed to fome
degree of rank andconfequence, neglected

* It may, perbaps, appear furpifing that an ob-
fcure individual fhould be able to collet or fupport a
formidable force with fuch facility :=—it is to be con-
fidered, however, that in an Indian army the compa-
rative number of thofe who receive regular pay is very
fmall: the horfe and accoutrements of every trooper
are his own property, and he often engages with no
other view than plunder.

no
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no means in his power to ftrengthen his
mtereft and enlarged his connetions, and
the circumftances of the times afforded
him ample fcope for accomplithing thefe
views by methods the moft eafy and ob-
vious.—T'he Court of Delhi being, at this
titze, torn to picces by the ftruggles of con-
tending nobles, had lcft much of its power
and influence ; fo that Allee Mahummed,
confcious of his ftrength, fhewed little
attention to the mmperial mandates, and
delayed or avoided, on various frivolous
pretexts, any payment of revenue into the
royal treafury, employing the income of
his lands in raifing troops, purchafing ar-
tillery and military ftores, and, above all,
in fecuring the friendthip of many of the
principal perfonages in the prefence, by a
judicious and well-timed liberality ; neither
was he remifs in cultivating the attachment
of the lower orders by the fame pradtices
as enabled him to fucceed with their {u-
periors 3 and he now only waited an op-
portunity to throw oft the matk and open-
ly affert his independance, as moft of the

governors
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governors in the more diftant provinces
had alrcady done.  Such a one prefently
prefented itielf, although perhaps fome-
what prematurely.

Omiat al Moolk, who was at this period
Mecr Buchfiy or Paymayfter-General of
the Empire, and poflcfied a confiderable
thare of influence at court, held the dif-
tricts of Owlak and Minnownah in Jageer
from the King.—Thefe difinéts bordered
clofe upon the lands in the pofleflion of
Allee Mahummed ; and the paymafter had
difpatched a favourite confidential fervant
to colle&t the rents: whether this perfon
had reccived any particular mfiru&ions
with regard to the Afgan is not certainly
known ; but, very foon after his arrival,
he gave occafion for a quarrel, by endea-
vouring to fequefter the rents of fome vil-
lages towhich Allee Mahummed laid claim,
but which the deputy infifted lay within
the bounds of his Mafter’s Jageer.—An
encroachment of this nature the high-fpi-
rited Afgan would by no means {ubmit to ;
and



42 HISTORY OF THE

and after various difputes, and ineffeGtual
negotiations, the deputy refolved to at-
tempt executing his defigns by force ; and,
as his power was fupported by the name
and countenance of the royal authority, he
vainly flattered himfelf that no troops
would venture to oppofe him :—the event
thewed, however, how much he was mif=
taken 1n his conjeCture, as, in an engage-
ment that enfued he himfelf was {lain, and
his troops totally routed.

In this exploit Allee Mahummed
firengthencd himfelf with all the ftores
and numerous artillery of the enemy : but
this was not the only advantage he derived
from it; the boldnefs of his a&ions and
munificence of his difpofition had already
acquired him fome degree of credit with
his countrymen, when the fame of this
vi¢tory raifed his chara&er fo high among
them, that multitudes of Afgans imme-
diately came from every part of the coun-
try to offer their fervices 5 and as he attach-
ed them ftrongly to his intcreft by making

over
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over to them almoft the whole of the re-
venues of his diftricts, thofe vagrants {foon
became enthufiafts in his caufe, and were
ready to fupport him in any attempt, how-
ever defperate.

Nor was Allee Mahummed deftitute of
a powerful friend at court, to raife his
charater, and extenuate his oppofition to
the imperial authority : in truth, fo mife-
rably was the Mogul government funk at
this time into the bafeft venality and cor-
ruption, that Rebellion itfelf could with
eafe bribe advocates to plead its caufe ; and
where this means failed, the fame effe&
was frequently produced in the outrageous
animofities of unprincipled and fa&tious
ambition.

The high office of the Vigaret was, at
this period, held by Kummir-ad-deen Khan,
a nobleman of the firft charater for integ-
rity and abilities : —It 1s probable, how-
ever, that the reCtitude of his principles
was not altogether proof of againft the

E fedudtions
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fedu&ions of immediate intereft ; as Allce
Mahummed, from the firft rife of his for-
tune, had paid court to him with unremit-
ted afliduity, in the way we have already
mentioned ; and it is certain that the Vi-
zier fupported him on every occafion,
where decency and a regard for reputation
would admit of his fo doing, in the fequel
—Neither was he, :nthe prefent inftance,
unaffe&ed by thofe other motives we have
mentioned above; as a mutual enmity,
originating ia the jcaloufy of court in-
trigue, had long fubfifted between hun and
the before-mentioned Omdat-al-Moolk.—
Allee IMlahummed, after his victory over
the deputy of Omdat-al-Moolk, as already
related, {eized the latter’s Jagheer, and con-
verted the revenues anfing from it to his
ewn ufc: the paymafter-general, already
incenfed at the death of his {ervant, when
he found that his eftate was thus appro-
priated, made loud complaints of the ini-
quity of fuch violent and flagitious procee-
dings :—but the Vizier, not refleting how
{oon his own interefts might fuffer by the

ENCltuni -
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encroachments of fuch a daring ufurper,
and happy in fupgporting any one in oppo-
fition to his rival, exerted the whole of his
weight and authority at court in behalf of
the Afgan Zimeendar, reprefenting his
breach with the deputy as arifing folely
from the rafhnefs and rapacity of the latter,
who, inftead of attempting to effect the
purpofes for which he had been fent, had
endeavoured to rob Allee Mahummed of
all his treafure and effe&s, with a view to
enrich himfelf with the {poil.—The rath-
nefs of the deputy’s proceedings certainly
afforded fome colour of juftice to this plea;
and although thefe arguments had been
weaker, yet they would have fufficed to
turn the fcale in Allee Mahummed’s fa-
vour, when fupported by the credit and
influence of the Minifter.

Another incident took place, fhortly
after this, which ferved to give Allee Ma-
hummed a reputation for loyalty, fuch as
his real defigns but little entitled him to,
and to confirm and increafe the intereft he

E 2 had
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had already laid the foundation of at
court.

In the prefent diftra&ted {tate of the em-
pire, every petty Zimeendar dared to rife
in rebellion againft the government,——
There was a fettlement of Seyds of the
tribe of Barrah, which had been eftablith-
ed fome years before in the neighbourhood
of Anopfbéer (a town oppofite to Rohils
cund, on the weftern bank of the Ganges)
where their leader or chief, Seyd-ad-deen,
a man of a troublefome and turbulent dif-
pofition, had been admitted as a renter;
and at length, in a confidence of his own
ftrength and the imbecility of the govern-
ment, excited his followers to raife an in-
furretion, and to murder all the Emperor’s
officers who were alting in that quarter,
or to expel them from their diftriét :—in
the fuppreflion of this difturbance Allee
Mahummed (from whatever motive) emi-
nently diftinguithed himfelf, joining the

Emperor’s forces, and entirely routin
P y g
the
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the infurgents in an engagement in which
their ring leader was killed,

It was generally fuppofed that Allee
Mahummed had been induced to engage
thus warmly in the royal caufe, at the in-
ftigation of the Vizier; and in gratitude
for the countenance and favour he had
lately thewn him ; however that might be,
Kummir-ad-Deen did not fail to reprefent
the gallantry and loyalty of his conduét
on the late occafion in the moft favourable
light to the Emperor, who, as a reward,
conferred upon the Afgan the dignity of
an Ameer, with the title of a Nawab, ac-
companied by a Khelaaz, or honorary drefs ;
at the fame time iffuing a Firman, or
royal warrant, confirming him in the
lands which he had {o furreptitioufly pof-
fefled himfelf of, and invefting him with
other honours and ranks of diftin&ion,

This fudden and extraordinary elevation
of a man who had, on more than one oc-
cafion, manifefted a difpofition by no means

E 3 confiftent
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confiftent with the imperial intereft, was
as impolitick and fthort fighted in the
court as it was fortunate for Allee Mahum-
med, whofe fame and confequence were en-
hanced by it in a prodigious degree : but,
in the moment when his fortune feemed
to be ripening, he was again engaged in a
bufinefs on which he rifqued all his intereft
and {upport at Delhi.

Rajah Hir-Nund, a Hindoo of fome
eminence, was appointed by the Vizier to
the Fowjdarrey of Moradabad.

As the Vizier, however friendly his dif-
pofition might be, was well aware of the
neceflity of curbing and keeping within
bounds the afpiring {pirit of the Afgan
chicf, the new Fowjdar had particular
inftruftions to’ look narrowly into the
condué&t of Allee Mahummed, whofe views
had already begun to extend in confequence
of his late acceffion of rank :—He was
alfo direted to make requifition of the
proportion due to government from the
' rents
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rents of the Afgan’slands, which were com-
prehended within the juri{diction of the
Moradabad Fowjdarrey 5 and, to enable him
to do fo with effe, he was accompanied
by a confiderable body of horfe, and a
refpe&able train of artillery,

Hir-Nund, on his arrival at his goveran-
ment, intimated his defire of an interview
with Allce Mahummed; this, however,
(although an indifpenfable mark of duty
and attention to the royal commifiion) the
latter declined : the Rajah, foon after,
made a formal demand of the royal quit-
rents, to which Allee Mahummed replied
only by a repetition of fubteifuges and
delays ; and at the fame timec began to
colle®t his numerous followers, and to
put himfelf in a pofture of defence.—The
Rajah appears to have been fomewhat vio-
lent and precipitate: 1n fa&, the recent
honours beftowed upon the Afgan had ex-
cited the envy of many; and there were
not wanting thofe who would endeavour,
in hopes of effeting his ruin, to ftimulate

E 4 . the
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the Fowjedar to adapt an abfolute and over-
bearing mode of condu&, tending to pro-
voke rather than to intimidate :—At length
prefumption on the one hand and difguft
upon the other urged both parties to
aCtion :—the Fowjdar made fome move-
ments with his troops which feemed to
indicate a defign of feizing on a number of
{mall forts within the country of Allee Ma-
hummed; but, if he had any fuch inten-
tions, they were fruftrated by the valour
and addrefs of his adverfary, who attacked
the army of Hir Nund one morning by
furprife,” and gave them a total overthrow,
feizing on all their treafure, artillery, and
camp equipage ;—and the body of the un-
fortunate Rajah was found, after the en-
gagement, in his tent, flabbed in feveral
places ; fo thatit was {trongly fufpeted he
had perifhed by fome collufive treachery.

Allee Mahummed immediately made a
reprefentation of the nature of this rupture
to the Vizier, and endeavoured to difcharge
himfelf of any blame in the tranfa&lion, as

7 : ’ ' having
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having been in fome meafure compelled to
exert his means of defence in the manner
he had done by the headftrong violence of
Hir-Nund.—The Vizier, however, was by
no means pleafed with the bufinefs, in which
he had been confiderably injuredin his own
property, as the greateft part of the ar.
tillery and ftores belonged to him ;—and
he alfo refented the death of the Rajah,
who was an old confidential fervant, and
his particular favourite.—He therefore dif-
patched his fon, Meer Munnoo, with acon-
fiderable force, to demand fatisfa&ion for
the injury which the imperial authority
had fuftained in the difcomfiture of the
Fowjdar.

The remainder of this tranfa&tion is in-
volved in fome obfcurity.—We fhall not,
however, hazard any conjectures, but fhall
fimply adhere, 1n our relation of it, to the
account as it ftands in the original.

Meer Munno proceeded with his traops
fo Secunderabad, and from thence ta the
banks
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banks of the Ganges oppofite to Daranagirr,
at which place the river is fordable in the
dry feafon, but by a long winding paflage,
infomuch that it would be very difficult tor
any army to crofs over there in that manner
if oppofed by an enemy ;—here he faw the
Afgan chief encamped on the oppofite fhore,
with a force fo much fuperior to his own,
that he did not judge it prudent to attempt
the paffage. In this fituation the armies
lay in fight of each other for fome time, ’till
at length the two commanders came to a
proper underftanding, and a negociation
took place, in the courfe of which Allee
Mahummed found means not only to make
“his peace, but alfo greatly to reinforce his
intereft with the Vizier by beftowing a
daughter in marriage upon one of the fons
of that minifter with a confiderable dowry ;
and (probably in confequence of this po-
litick meafure) procured a grant of the
lands formerly occupied by Hir-Nund,
which he henceforth included within the
circle.of his pofleflions, and out of which

he engaged to pay aftipulated annual quit-
rent

0]
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rent into the royal treafury.—As Allce
Mahummed, and the greateft part of the
followers by whofe affiftance he had been
enabled to rife, were of the tribe of
Afgans denominated Robees, or Rohillas,
(fo termed from Roh, which in the Pitan
diale& fignifies o mountainous country,) it
was about this period that the diftri¢t of
Kuttiher began to be diftinguithed by the
name of Rohilcund*, although this term
was not applied to it in any publick inftru-
ments or other authentick records unti]
fome years after.

Allee Mahummed having thus laid the
foundation of independence in Rohilcund,
refolved to ufe the prefent interval of
tranquillity, not only to eftablith himfelf
in his new acquifitions, but to revenge the
death of his father Diood, by attacking the
Rajah of Kummdaoon.

The diftri&t of Kummdoon (or Cummiw)

¥ Anglici—<< The place or refidence of the Robillas®
lies
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lies along the back of thofe hills which
derive their name from it, and which
form the northern boundary of the low
country to the eaftward of the Ganges.—
It does not appear that it ever had been
before fuhdued by the Muflulmans, al-
though the Rajah paid a {mall tribute and
acknowledged fealty to the Mogul govern-
ment.——Preparatory to this expedition,
Allee Mahummed {cttled the mterior po-
licy of his country, and put his finances
under proper regulations. He then ad-
vanced towards the hills with a body of
fifteen thoufand veteran Afgans. He was
joined in the beginning of his march by a
multitude of predatpry vagabonds, who
abound in every part of Hindoftan, and
are ready to join in any excurfion merely
with a view to fhare in the plunder; but
they receive no pay, and are of no ufe in
a&tion.—As Allee Mahummed was fen-
fible of the difficulties he would have to
ftruggle with in the courfe of his under-
taking, efpecially with refpe to provi-
fions, he determined to throw off the in=

cumbrance
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cumbrance of thofe ufelefs banditti, and
accordingly publithed a proclamation de-
claring ¢ that any ftranger or other per-
¢ fon not enrolled, who fthould be found
¢ within the camp after a certain day,
« fhould be punithed with death.”—-The
rigorous execution of this menace in a few
inftances foon drove away all fuperfluous
mouths, and eventually contributed not a
little to the fuccefs of the expedition.—
Allee Mahummed now proceeded to Co-
fipore, a fortrefs on the borders of the
northern Forefts which fringe the fkirts
of the Cummow hills to the depth of fe-
veral miles ;—here he colleCted a large
ftock of provifions, and alfo carriages for
as much grain and other neceflaries as
would ferve his little army for two months.
—Thefe meafures, indifpenfably requi-
fite to the ultimate fuccefs of the Afgans,
neceflarily occafioned fome delay ; fo that
the Rajah was fufficiently aware of the
Rohilla chief’s intentions, and prepared
for his reception by fortifying all the
ghautts or pafles over the mountains which

led
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led into his country.—Allee Mahummed
had, fome time before, employed his
fcouts to explore the woody region which
- (as above obferved) runs along the foot of
the Cummow hills, in hopes of being able
to avoid the Rajah by purfuing an unex-
pected rodte.—Some of thefe meflengers
returned with an account of their having
difcovered a pralticable paflage by which
(although their defcription ~f it was by
no means encouraging) it was Jeiermined
to advance.——The Afgans, accordingly,
boldly penetrated at once through the
forefts, and after a march of eighteen days,
during which they fuffered incredible hard-
fhips and fatigues, at length gained the
upper country, and arrived at Chumniwtee,
(a village in Kummdoon) which was the
fir{t inhabited place they had feen for fome
time paft—The troops of Allee Mahum-
med here found themfelves reduced to a&
under every difadvantage, as they had no
provifions but what they brought upon
their backs, and had been obliged to aban-
don their artillery, and alfo to leave all

their
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their horfes and other cattle behind, thefe
being unable to furmount the fteeps;
the fuccefs of this bold attempt, however,
fo terrified the Rajah, that he never offered
to oppofe the Afgan troops, but fled his
dominion, and took refuge in the neigh-
bouring country of Sirnagur.~Allee Ma-
hummed thus making himfelf mafter of
the territory without refiftance, foon over-
ran it, and acquired a prodigious booty 3
and having rented the whole diftri&t of
Kummdoon to the Rajah of Sirnagurr for
three lacks per annum, he returned with
his plunder to Owlah.

The fortunate refult of this expedition,
and the riches which Allee Mahummed
and his followers had acquired by 1t, would
not a little have contributed to the exten-
fion and confirmation of his power in
Rohilcund ;—but foon after his arrival at
Owlah, he found himfelf once more in-
volved in a quarrel with the court, out of
which he did not extricate himfelf with his
ufual fuccefs.
| 1 Some
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Some of the Afgan chief’s Rohilla tes
tainers had a difpute with the fervants
of Sefdar Jung, Subadar of Owde, who
had been fent by their mafter to cut
Saal * timbers, which abound in the forefts
at the back of Kuttaher :---this produced
a fray, in which feveral were killed on
both fides; and the gumathté (or agent)
who commanded Sefdar Jung’s people,
was obliged to fly, leaving behind him all
his effects, which, according to their ufual
cuftom, were feized as lawful fpoil by
the Rohillas.

The agent repaired immediately to
Owde, and laid a complaint before the
Subadar, who, incenfed at the treatment
his fervant had met with, and confidering
his own honour concerned to refent it
repaired immediately to Delhi, and repre-

fented to the fovereign (Mahummed Shah)

<

# The Saal is a very beautiful tree, growing per-
feQly ftrait, to the height of 60 or jo fect; of co@-
fiderable ufe in building, &c.

the
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the injurious infult he had fiftained in
fuch ftrong colours, that an order wasim-
mediately difpatched to Allee Mahummed,
dire®ing him to recover and teftore all the
Gumafthté’s effets ; with ftri&t injun&ions
to deliver up fuch of the Rohillas as had
Been concerned in the before-mentioned
difturbance. -

To this requifition Allee Mahummed
returned an anfwer filled with expreflions
of the moft fubmiffive obedience,—but,
at the farhe time intirnating—¢ that he
¢ would never fuffer the Gumathtés of
é any man to tome into his country with-
¢ out his confent ; that he could not but
¢ approve of what his people had done ;
¢ and that he would neither reftore the
« effe¢ts nor deliver up the plunderers,
¢ who had received, in the infolence of
‘ the Subadar’s people, a provocation
which fufficiently juftified their pro-
ceedings.”

({3

113

This incautious reply, which amounted
F to
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to an explicit declaration of avowed rebel-
lion, at length roufed the court from the
fupine lethargy into which it had been fo
Jong lulled, with refpet to the defigns of
Allee Mahummed ; and the Emperor hav-
ing at prefent no other object of greater
moment to occupy his attention, refolved,
if potlible, to root out* the Afgan free-
booters, and expel them entirely from
Kuttidher. Sefdar Jung, who hoped by
the difgrace and overthrow of Allee Ma-
hhummed to add Rohilcund to the extenfive
dominion he alrcady held, which from its
relative fituation would render the whole
of his pofleflions perfectly compat and
eafily defenfible; was induced by every
motive of intereft, as well as of revenge,

5
to enter warmly into this determination,

% The term, in the original is i/fec/dl, the cafual
interpretation of which (upon another occafion) into
“C extirpate,” has given rife to great and unfounded
clamour :—the tr#¢ meaning is here exhibited, both in
the tranflation of it, and in the circumitance to which
it applies.

and



ROHILLA AFGANS, 61

and to fupport and urge it to the Emperor
by every argument in his power. He re-
prefented the notorious turbulence and ra-
pacity of the Afgans, and the contuma-
cious demeanour of Allee Mahummed,
which had been fufficiently difplayed, not
only in his withholding the revenues of
the country with the charge of which he
had been entrufted, but alfo in his lately
undertaking a predatory expedition againft
the Rajah of Kummdoon without pretext or
authority ;—and the difgrace to the impe-
rial honour, in fuffering a contemptible
tribe of fifteen or twenty thoufand lawlefs
adventurers to exercife abfolute fway over
a territory of fuch value and extent as
Kuttiber, under the immediate eye of the
court, and almoft, as it were, within
fight of the royal refidence. T'he Subadar
alfoendeavouredto engage the Vizier, Kums
mir-ad-deen, to take a decifive partin the
meafures he propofed ; but that Minifter,
from a jealoufy of the growing influence
of Sefdar Jung, although the circumftances
of the times obliged him to exhibit an ap-

F 2 pearance
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pearance of coinciding with him, yet en-
deavoured in fecret to thwart and counter-
a& his views ;—this underhand oppofition
on the part of the Vizier, however, was
not f{ufficient to {footh the Shah’s refent-
ment, or to prevent the profecution of his
defign.

Although the treafury was, at this pe-
riod, very low, yet, by the affiftance of Sef-
dar Jung and fome other nobles who
hoped to fhare in the fruits of Allee Ma-
hummed’s ruin, the Emperor was enabled
to levy a confiderable army, at the head of
which he marched towards Rohilcund in
the month Ribbee-al-Sanee, AJH. 1154, *

Allee Mahummed does not feem to have
alted on this occafion with his ufual
promptitude and capacity : whether he
might hope, by not attempting any refift-
ance, to have the affair made up through
the interpofition of the Vizier ;—whether
he expected that the violent feuds among

* A.C. 1743
the
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the king’s minifters might operate to his
advantage,—or was doubtful of the fidelity
of his own people ;—whatever was his mo-
tive, he never attempted to face the royal
forces; they crofled the Ganges at Ran-
gout without oppofition ; and proclamations
were forthwith iffued throughout the
neighbouring country offering protection
and reward to all fuch as fhould defert Al-
lee Mahummed, and threatened his retain-
ers with the fevereft punithments.—Sefdar
Jung feconded the force of thefe ediéts by
a variety of underhand praftices, of which
his long experience 1n the {chool of crooked
politics had rendered him a very complete
mafter ; and, by means of numerous emif-
faries, {pread terror and difaffe&ion
throughout the troops of Allee Mahum-
med ; {o that he found himfelf in a fhort
time almoft entirely deferted ; and toavoid
immediate deftruttion, was under the ne-
ceflity of taking refuge, with a few follow-
ers who ftill remained faithful to him, in
the fort of Bangir, which was immedi-
ately invefted and clofely befieged by the

' F 3 royal
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royal army.—Here, when feemingly on
the brink of inevitable ruin, his affajrs were
fuddenly retrieved by the mediation of the
Vizierand fome other Amras, who, inoppo-
fition to the Subadar of Owde (whom they
all fearcd and detefied) joined in prevail-
ing upor: Mahummed Shah to be reconciled
to the Afgan chief.—He was accordingly
permitted to approach the prefence and
make his peace, on condition of relinquith-
ing his country and attending the King ta
Delhi. In confequence of this compro-
mife, Allee Mahummed and his garrifon
furrendered and were honourably treated,
notwithftanding the remonftrances of Sef-
dar Jung, who infifted on the expediency
of making an example of the contumacious
Afgan.—But the Emperor’s lenity was not
the only difappointment the Subadar expe-
rienced on the prefcut occafion, as he fail-
ed in his defign of getting charge of Kutt4-
ber, which, to his ufpeakable mortification,
was entrufted to the government of Ferid-
ad-deen Khan, the fon of Azmut-Ooo~

lih, formerly Fowjdar of Moradabad.
Allee
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Allee Mahummed, on his attending the
Emperor to Delhi, left his family and moft
valuable effcéts at Buddvon, on the borders
of his late pofleffions, where he hoped he
might, fome time or other, be able to re-
inftate himfelf.

Sefdar Jung, provoked at the unprofit-
able event of the late expedition, and ap-
prehenfive that fome future coincidence of
circumftances, by reftoring Allee Mahum-
med to his lands, might fubvert the hopes
he ftill entertained of adding that tra& to
the province of Oude, omitted no means
by which he might effe® the Afgan’s
ruin; and fuch {way did he bear in the
councils of the King, that Allee Mahummed
found it expedient to fecrete himfelf on
one occafion, in order to avoid the effe@s
of his malice.

In warding off the blows aimed at him
by the infiduous and implacable Subadar,
Allee Mahummed found himfelf much
aﬁiﬁed by fome of the principal nobles who

F 4 had
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had before interceded for him at Bangir,
not more perhaps out of regard to him
than from hatred to his enemy ; and (as 1t

was deemed proper to keep him for fome
time in a kind of honourable refiraint) the
Vizier gave him apartments in his palace, ity
which he remained confined as a fort of
Sate pri foner for feveral months. In the
mean time, 1n order to avoid any difturb-
ances which might be excited in favour of
the Afgan chief, a Firman was iflued,
prohibiting Rohillas, and all other Paténs,
of every defcription, wha had formerly
alted under Allee Mahummed from crof-
fing the Ganges, or entering Dclhl, undcr
any pretence whatfoever, -

Theonly ftep, however,whichcould have
effeCtually broken the Afgan confederacy,
had been neglected.—When Allee Mahum-
med {urrendered, no precautions weretaken
for the expulfion of his friends and retain-
ers from Kuttdher, (as had been intend-
ed,) hence they fhll continued to hold
a local confequencc and ftrength; and

ihortly
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thortly after the Emperor’s return to Delhi,
a confiderable number of them colle&ed at
Sumbull (a cityin thenorthern Rohilcund)
—and becoming impatient of the abfence
of their popular and fuccefsful chief, and
perhaps athamed of their late pufillanimous
defertion of him, refolved to make an ef-
fort to releafe him from his prefent con-
finement, and fet him again at their head.
For this purpofe upwards of four thoufand

of them, by the connivance of fome Af-
gan commanders in the royal forces, elud-

jng the vigilance of the guards at the fords,
crofled the Ganges, and pafling over the
Dodb * province in feparate parties under
different difguifes, aflembled at a garden
or villa in the fuburbs of Delhi, from
whence they iflued in a body to the royal
palace, and there, with much clamour,
infifted on the enlargement of Allee Ma-
hummed. There was at this time but a

-

% This, (as the name fignifies) is the country ly-
ing between two rivers, the Ganges and the Jumna;
Delhi is fituated upon the latter.

’ ' very
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very fmall force in Delhi; a confiderable
part of thofe lately levied had been already
difbanded ; fome had been left under the
command of Ferid-ad-deen, to fecure the
tranquillity of the countries beyond the
Ganges; and the remainder had, a little
time before, marched under Meer Mun-
noo, towards Lahore¥*, as there was an
apprehenfion of the empire being at-
tacked from that quarter :—thus fituated,
the court was not a little ftartled at this
unexpeed and alarming infurreftion ; and
their ignorance of its origin and extent in-
creafed the terror and perplexity of the
King and his minifters.—There were, how-
ever, among the latter, fome Afgan Amras,
who were in {ecret not much difpleafed at
this fedition, and they determined tomake
ufe of it as an argument for the immediate
releafe of Allee Mahummed, whofe enter-
prifing abilities they conceived might con-
tribute to the aggrandizement of their par-
ty : they therefore urged the neceflity of
taking fome ftep in his favour, in order to
avert the gathering ftorm ; becaufe, being

exceedingly
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gxceedingly popular with his countrymen,
there was reafon to apprehend that the pre-
fent tumult might extend to a general in~
{urre&ion of all the Patdns in the northern
provinces, which, in the imbecile condi-
tion the ftate was then reduced to, might
be attended with the moft ferious confe-
quences,

The unhappy neceflity of prefent cir-
cumftances gave fuch weight to thefe-ar-
guments as at length induced the minifters
to yield to the turbulent clamours of Allee
Mahummed’s adherents ; and the Vizier
found himfelf conftrained reluétantly to
give way to the tide of general opinion ;—
for, though from family connection, and
other confiderations, he was much the Af-
gan’s friend, yet he by no means confidered
him a perfon fit to be entrufted at any dia
ftance from the immediate eye of govern=
ment.

It would have been dangerous, in the
Prefcnt crifis, to fuffer Allee Mahummed
to
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to return to his former pofleffions ;—the
colleCtion of the country of Sirhind was
therefore beftowed upon him, where, being
ata diftance from his original conne&ions,
it was prefumed he would remain more
amenable to the authority of the court ;—
Allee Mahummed accordingly proceededto
that place, lcaving two of his children
with the Vizier as hoftages for his fidelity,

Allee Mahummed had, at this period,
fix fons,—Abdoola Khan, Fyzoola Khan,
Sydoola Khan, Mahummed Yar Khan,
Allah Yar Khan, and Murtooza Khan ;—
of thefe, the firf# and fecond were the
pledges delivered as above,

It was fhortly after the appointment of
Allee Mahummed to Sirhind that the fa-
mous Ahmed Shah Abdallee invaded Hin-

dbﬁan, *

No notice has been taken, inits proper
place, of the invafion of Nadir Shah, as
that event did not, at the time, bear any

¥ A.H. 1155, A.C. 17444 ’ é;
dire
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dire& relation to the hiftory of the Afgans;
—but as its deftructive confequences to the
Mogul power contributed not a little to the
facility of forming the Rohilla, and many
other independent eftablithments which
foon after {prung up in different parts of
India, and, though not in its immediate
operation, yet in its fubfequent effelts,
materially tended to alter the general fys
ftem, it may here be neceflary to take a
thort retrofpet, as aproper introdution to
what follows.

Nadir Shah, after fubjugating
all the provinces of Perfia, and {preading
his ravages over the region which formed
the ancient empire of Ghizni, advanced
into Candahar, from whence he was in-
duced, by the fa&ions which weakened
and diftralted the Mogul government, to
proceed towards Delhi ;—and to this ftep
he was, moreover, invited by fome mal-
content Amras in India, who expefted in
the ruin of their monarch, andthe over-
throw of the ftate, to find opportunities for
the
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the gratification of their own flagitious
ambition,

It was not probable that a weak and ef~
feminate prince, aided (or rather governed)
by a council compofed (the Vizier only
excepted) of men of the moft abandoned
principles, each of whom was folely occu-
pied in the care of his own little interefts,
without the {malleft attention to or regard
for the publick good, thould be able to con-
du& an army fo as to make an effeCtual
ftand againft the incurfion of troops who
had been bred up in war, and were long
accuftomed to victory :—after an a&ion in
which, however, it appears that the Mo-
guls behaved in a manner not altogether
unworthy of their ancient charatter, fome
of the principal commanders in Mahum-
med Shal’s army, perceiving that the ir«
regular efforts of perfonal bravery would,
in the end, prove no match for the un+
daunted firmnefs of Nadir’s difciplined ve-
terans, began to defpair; whilft thofe
traitors who had inuited the Perfian to
agvade their country, and among whom

were
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avere fome of the chief fervants of the Em.
peror, fecretly commenced feparate nego-
ciations with the enemy;—and intelli-
gence of this being conveyed io Mahum-
med Shah, the unhappy prince, tottering
on the brink of ruin in the midft of his
irrefolute officers and perfidious minifters,
was advifed by his Vizier to throw hims
felf upon the mercy and generofity of his
adverfary. He accordingly furrendered,
and was treated with refpet; and the
Perfian forces proceeded towards Delbi,
which city Nadir Shah entered upon the
ninth of March, A. D. 1739.

The particulars which followed havebecn
minutely related by others : it is therefore
fufficient to obferve that having, by the
feizure of the royal treafury and regalia,
by contributions, taxes, and pillages, col-
le@ed to the enormous valuc of feventy: mil-
Jions flerling, Nadir Shah returned towards
Perfia, marking his route with horror-and
devaftation. -Not very long after, he was
-affaflinated ; upon which event, a number

of
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of rivals immediately ftarted up to difpute
the fuccefliori to his extenfive conqtefts,
and, as is always the cafe on fuch occa‘
fions, that empire which he had formed
with fo much rifque and labour, and fuch
deftruétion to the human race, fell to
pieces, and became divided into a numbet
of independent fovereignties.

Among other adventurers who raifed
themfelves to royalty upon this occafioti

was Ahmed Khan, furnamed Abddllee.

Ahmed Khan was an Afgan, 4 fiative
of Herat, of the tribe of Afgans denomi-
nated Ddran Abdil, whofe anceftors had
held a confiderable dominion in the mouits
tains which feparate Hindoftant from Per-
fia:—the fortunes of his family being
ruined, and his country overrun by the
arms of Nadir Shah, he was conftriined té
enter into the fervice of the Perfian; and
although at firft entertained in d very low
capacity, was gradually advaneed by that
difcerning prinee, on account of his abili-

ties
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ties and merit, until he attained the poft
of treafurer, on the laft expedition to Hin-

doftan.

Ahmed Khan, taking advantage of the
univerfal confufion which fucceeded the
murder of the tyrant, found means to
carry oft a great part of his wealth, with
the care of which he was entrufted by the
nature of his employment, into fome ftrong
recefles in the hills near Ghorebund in
Zabiliftan, which had been the refidence
of his anceftors.—Here he was joined by
fuch of his tribe as had ferved in Nadir
Shah’s army, and having colleéted together
a body of thirty thoufand Durdnnees (as
the Afgans of this region are commonly
called) iffued forth into the neighbouring
country, which being at prefent without
any acknowledged head, was eafily fub-
je&ed to his authority ; infomuch that, in
the courfe of two or three years, he laid
the foundation of a new and powerful mo-
narchy, afluming the title of Ahmed-Shah
Abddillee.

G Ahmed
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Ahmed Abdillee, having perfeétly efta-
blithed himfelt 1 his new acquifitions,
began to turn his thoughts towards Hin-
doftan, where the increafing imbecility of
the empire gave him hopes of a fuccefs
timilar to that which had attended the ex-
pedition of his late mafter: and with this
view he marched eaftward, croficd the
Attuck, and advanced through the country
of Punjab, a fhort time beforc Allee Ma-
hummed was appointed to Sirhind, as
already related.—As Ahmed’s army con-
fifted of not lc(s than fixty thoutand well-
appointed cavalry, when his intentions
became known, the Sultan and his Amras,
as well as all the inhabitants of Delhi'and
the fursounding country, who even yet
teverely felt the cruelties of Nadir Shah,
were overwhelmed with terror and dejec-
tion.---The fameintrigues however, which,
on the 1mcurfion of Nadir Shah, had been
fo deftru@tive to the public caufe, did not
at prefent exift; and the Vizier found him-
felf at liberty to employ his integrity and

I vigour
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vigour, unimpeded by the counter-plots
which had'then obftru&ted their operation.

Meer Munnoo (the Vizier’s fon) was
ordered to advance towards Lahore*, with
fuch forces as were. then at Delhi, to
watch Ahmed Shah’s motions and re-
tard his progrefs : —the farther prepara-
tions for defence were likely to have re-
ceived a confiderable check from the infur-
re€tion of the Afgans in favour of Allee
Mahummed ; but that bufinefs being fet-
tled, and accounts daily arriving of the
nearer approach of the Abdallee, the Vizier
colleted what remaining troops he could
mufter from Rohilcund and other parts ;
and being farther reinforced by a confide-
rable body of horfe under Sefdar Jung, pro-
ceeded to join his fon, and oppofe the in-

vader.

The Vizier advanced to Sirhind, where
he found Meer-Munnoo, who had not
thought it prudent to venture farther
on account of the great fuperiority of

* p. 68,
G 2 the
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the Durdnrees; the united troops, hav-
ing lodged all their heavy artillery and fu-
perfluous baggage in this place, purfued
their route, and had procceded three days
march from thence, when they came with-
i fight of the enemy at a place called
Here the adverfe armies, as

Minswri.
if unwilling to bring matters to any {udden
decilion, ftrongly intrenched themfelves,
and began their operations againft each
other by a diftant cannonade, which was
continued for many days, at intervals,
without any material lofs on either fide.---
At length, it unfertunately happened that
the Vizier was killed one eveuning by a
random thot, 1 Ius tent :---His body was
wrapped up in fhawls by the attendants,
and it was determined, in a council of the
chief commanders, which was immediately
convencd upon this unhappy accident, to
keep his death a profound fecret, and to
attack the enemy the very next morning,
before a knowledge of this event fhould
have difheartened the foldiers, who were
known to place their chief dependance on

the
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the approved valour and abilities of the
Vizier. Accordingly, a general altion en-
fued next day, in which, after various fuc-
cefs, the troops of Ahmed Abdallee were at
length repulfed, with the lofs of a confi-
derable part of their artillery, and driven
feveral miles from the field of Dbattle.
Atmed, a few days after, once more tried
his fortune againft the Mogul forces, and
was again defeated; but this able foldier,
far from being difmayed by thefe failures,
at the very point when his fortune feemed
to be moft defperate, fuddenly turned the
rear of the imperial army, and with a cho-
fen body of cavalry puthing to the eaft-
ward, nothing was heard of him for two
days, and it was univerfally imagined that
he had gone off towards Candahér, when
he feemed to fpring up out of the earth be-
fore Sirhind, which immediately furren-
dered to him. Having levied a hafty con-
tribution in that place, and plundered the
neighbouring country, he retired as ra-
pidly as he had advanced, and pafling
within four miles of the Mogul army in

G 3 the
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the night, proceeded towards the Punjab,
carrying with him Fyzoola Khan and Ab-
doola Khan, the two fons of Allee Ma-
hummed whom the Rohilla had left as
hoftages of his fidelity, on his appointment
to Sirhind,—as before mentioned. Thefe
young men had accompanied the Vizier
thus far, on his march to oppofe Ahmed
Abdallee; and had been ordered to remain
at Sirhind, by which means they fell into
the invader’s hands, who confidered them
as the moft valuable part of his acquifition
in this defultory incurfion; as, by his
power over them, he would be able to fe-
cure the neutrality of Allee Mahummed
(whofe abilities and enterprifing difpofition
he was well acquainted with)—and even
to render him fubfervient to his future
views upon Hindoftan. A

The command of the Mogul army,
which fhll remained to the weftward as a
check upon Ahmed Abdallee, devolved
upon the gallant Meer Munnoo, fon of

the
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the deceafed Vizier, who had fignally di-
ftinguithed himfelf in the late attions.

The old Sultan, Mahummed Shah,
never recovered the fhock which he fuf-
tained in the death of his favourite, the
faithful Kummir-ad deen ;—he died thort-
ly after, and was fucceeded in the imperial
dignity by his fon Ahmed, who appointed
Setdar Jung, the Subadar of Owde, to the
high officc of the Fizares.

Confidering all circumftances, the re-
pulfe of the Abdallee was certainly an
event which could fcarcely have been ex-
pected,—and {ferved, for thc mement, to
keep alive the dying embers of the royal
power.—But, whilft fome remains of the
empire were thus preferved in one quarter,
many of 1its provinces were alienated 1
another.

It has already been obferved that Allec
Mahummed ftill entertained hopes of being
able, fomc time or other, to recover the

D 4 Jagheers
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Jagheers and other tenures which he had
poflefled in Rohilcund.

On his arrivalat Sirhind, he immediately
began to call together his fcattered danditts,
whom he gratified with whatever he could
glean from the country which had in fo
weak a manner been entrufted to his
charge ; and in confequence of his lavith
profufenefs to his followers, could make
no remittances of revenue to Delhi ;—he
was, however, deterred from undertaking
any thing openly, for the prefeat, by the
tircumf{tance of Meer Munnoo being for
fome time encamped near Sirhind with the
advanced divifion of the royal forces.
When he heard that the Vizier was about
to march from Delhi with the remainder
of the Mogul army, in order to form a
jun&ion with Munnoo, he withdrew to
Gungapore, a town about fixteen miles
diftant from Sirhind, under pretence of
colleéting the rents of that Purgunna, but
in reality to avoid an interview with the
minifter, and to evade any demands which

might



ROHILLA AFGANS, 83

might be made of him in the prefent exi-
gency :---and, as foon as he underftood
that the Vizier had pafled Sirbind, he pro-
ceeded immediately tothe Ganges, and crof-
fing thatriver at Biceghaut, marched dire&-
ly into the heart of Rohilcund ; and being
there joined by the greateft part of his old
retainers, prefently poflefled himfelf of all
the countries which had formerly been in
his hands, as well as the Jagheers of Kum-
mir-ad-deen, Sefdar Jung, and others,
comprehending almoft the whole of Kut-
taher.

As a great part of the royal forces had
been withdrawn from thefe provinces to
reinforce the main army under the Vizier,
the few who were left never attempted any
oppofition to Allee Mahummed.—Some
of the commanders he bought over to his
interelt ; others he drove away ; and the
circumftances of the time preventing the
poffibility of any meafures being taken to
remedy his defe&ion, he was left at full
liberty to purfuc every ftep which might

be
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be neceflary for his eftablithment. He,
by contributions and other means, raifed
confiderable fums, which he employed in
levying troops, providing artillery-ftores,
building fome forts and repairing others ;
and made fo rapid a progrefs in his {chemes,
that when the government at Delhi was
reflored to tranquillity, he found himfelf
able to make his own terms with the new
Vizier; and in confequence of a private
bargain with the minifter, obtained from
the Emperor, foon after his acceffion, grants
of all thofe territories he had lately feized,
including the Jagheer of Moradabad, be-
longing to Kummir-ad-deen, but which
had been vacated by his death, that of the
Nizam confifting of the diftrict of Barelli,
that of Scfdar Jung confifting of Dam-
poor and Sheetkootch, together with other
eftates of many principal Amras; fo that
in fact, (if the grants of an impotent prince
could be faid to beftow any additional title)
Allee Mahummed procured, as a fubjeé‘t
of the Mogul government, a full and legal

authority
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authority over the whole of Kuttaher®.

Nothing can afford {o ftrong an inftance
of the deplorable imbecility to which the
court of Delhi was at this period reduced,
and of the corruption or infatuation which
reigned in its councils, than this condu
towards a man whofe whole life had exhi-
bited a continual feries of refiftance, and
contempt of the imperial authority.—We
have juft feen an effort made to repel a
formidable foreign foe, attended with fuc-
cefs ; whilft, from a want of interior po-
litical ftamina, every Zimeendar raifed the
ftandard of rebellion with fuccefs, every
lawlefs ruffian committed his enormities
without fear of punithment, and every fpe-
cies of rapine and devaftation were perpe-
trated without reftraint I—but to return.

Allee Mahummed finding himfelf at
length permanently fixed in what had fo
long been the object of his wifthes, began
immediately to fettle the interior police of

—

* A. H. 1157---A. D. 1746.
the
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the territory under proper regulations;
and, that he might not be incommoded by
the incurfions of the petty Rajahs, who
held tracts along the foot of the Cummow
hills, he rooted out all thofe from whom
he had any apprehenfions, and drove them
to the other fide of the Ganges, without
any regard to their prior right in thofe
lands, which had been the feats of their
anceftors for many centuries. This wasa
mode of alting diametrically oppofite to
what had ever been obferved by the Ma-
hommedan fettlers in Hindoftan ; the Ro-
hilla chief, however, did not ftop here ;
but conducted himfelf towards all the Hin-
doos of any rank or confequence in Rohil-
cund (the only name by which Kuttaher
was after this diftinguithed) with a cruel
and unjuftifiable feverity. He deprived
fuch as were Zimeendars of their lands,
and the public officers of their employ-
ments, and filled the places thus vacated
with his creatures ; fo that in the fpace of
a few months the country was put com-
pletely under a Patan government. ‘This

decided
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decided mode of proceeding, although
harfh and tyrannical, yet was certainly the
only means of {ecuring Allee Mahummed
in that abfolute independence at which he
aimed, asit formeda combination apparent-
ly too ftrong tobe fhaken or deranged by any
meafures the court of Delhi might in fu-
ture adopt for the recovery of its domi-
nion, leaving the revenue of every diftrict
at his fole difpofal, and opening to him the
moft fecret fources of intelligence;---and
accordingly we do not find that, during
the remainder of hislife, any attempt was
made to difturb or fubvert the defpotic aus
thority of the Afgans in Rohilcund.

Had the life of Allee Mahummed becn
prolonged, it is certain that he would have
raifed this country to a high degree of hap-
pinefs and profperity ; as, being altogether
unmolefted by other interference, he em-
ploved his whole time in making various
wife and falutary regulations, placing his
army on a refpe@able footing, and cor-
reting and arranging the different depart-

ments
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ments of government with a fkill which
diftinguithed his chara&ter as much for his
policy and prudence in the exercife of
power, as his preceding altions, for the
perfeverance and enterprize by which that
power was acquired.

But the time foon arrived, when Alles
Mahummed, in common with other fuc-
cefsful heroes, was to prove and experience
the idle vanity of all the purfmts of ambi-
tion.

He had for fome years been fubje& to pe«
riodical returns of deafnefs, but without
any material injury to his health in other
refpelts ;—this diforder, about fourteen
months after his reinftatement in Rohil-
cund, returned upon him with uncommon
violence, infomuch that it is faid he could
not hear the report of a cannon ; he was
at the fame time feized with a drop{y which
baffled the fkill of the phyficians; and
finding that this laft difeafe increafed upon

him, and that his diffolution approached,
ha
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he was anxious to put affairs on fuch a
footing as would fecure the inheritance of
his territories to his children.

As all his fons were flill under age, Al-
lee Mahummed was {ufficiently aware that
the transfer of the government into any
one hand until their maturity would be
likely to defcat his intention ;—but he
hoped by a judicious partition of the whole
power among a number of the principal
individuals for that period, to creatc a coun-
terpoife of interefls in the community,
which might eventually operate in favour
of his heirs.

He therefore called together all the chief
perfons of the Rohilla party ; and it 1s on
this occafion that the firft mention is made

of Rabmut Khan and Doondy Khanm,
Cas bearing any part in the tranfac-
tions in Rohilcund : the former of thefe
was the uncle and the latter the coufin of
Allee Mahummed :—they had heretofore
moved in a very humble {phere; but their

* See Pace ¢,
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relation, upon his final eftablifhment in
that quarter, had beftowed upon them the
charge of fome of his moft importaut di-
ftricts in the territoiies of Baréllee, and
Bifloolee. He now conftituted the former
of thefe Hafiz, or chief Guardian of his
children during their minority 5 he like-
wifc joined Doondy Khan in the guar-
dianthip appointing him commandant
of the troops. He in their prefence ex-
ecuted a will, in which he dire&ed that,
until the return of his two eldeft f{ons,
Fyzoola Khan and Abdoola Khan, (who
had been carried off by Ahmed Abdillee
to Candahir) the fupreme government
fhould, under the dire&ion and control
of the guardians, be vefted in his third fon,
Sydoola Khan ; and he received from the
guardians the moft folemn promifes and
affurances of their inviolable attachment to
all his children, which they ratified by
oath upon the Koran. Thefe men were,
of courfe, to be neceflarily entrufted with
a principal fhare in the executive autho-
rity ;~Dbut as a check on the dangerous in-

fluence
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fluence with which they would hereby be-
come vefted, he united with them his kinf-
men, Nidmut Khan and Sillabut Khan, in
the general adminifiration of affairs. He
alfo created two principal officers of ftate
—Futté Khan, one of his moft favourite
retainers, who had invariably adhered to
his interefts in every change of his for-
tune, he nominated to the poft of Kbanfa-
man, orfteward ; and Serdar Khan to that
of Buxy, or paymafter, to a& immediately
under the regents., To all thefe Allee
Mahummed gave the government of dif=
ferent diftricts, which they refpe&ively
fwore to hold in truft for his children.
The whole were, upon every emergency;
to confult together for the good of the ge-
neral ftate ; and, incafe of neceflity, each
was to lead his proportion of forces into the
field, and to pay a guofa into the grand
treafury under the Byxy for the difburfe-
ment of contingencies. Allee Mahum-
med’s laft care; previous to his deceafe, was
to difcharge, with a ferupulous exaétnefs,

all the arrears due to his troops ; he alfo
H diftributed
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diftributed an advance among them to the
amount of twenty-five lacks of rupees,
taking an acknowledgement from every
individual, by which each folemnly bound
himfelf to ftand by and adhere to the caufe
of his family; and thefe acknowledge-
ments were lodged in the Tofbek-Khané, or
chancery, under the care of Fiitté Khan,
khanfaman,

Allee Mahummed did not' long furvive
the new arrangement of the Rohilla go-
vernment ; and the circumftances of his
death were not lefs remarkable than the
whole tenor of his life. On the morning of
his deceafe, he was carried into the Durbar,
where were aflembled all the principal per-
fons with whom he entrufted the manage-
ment of his territories.—Here he publicly
declared the particulars of his will,
which he had fettled the different divifions
of the country upon his fous, according to
a diftribution therein mentioned ;—and in-
treating their proteCtion of his children, he

expired
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expired amidft the united murmurs of for-
row and applaufe, on the 4th of the fecond
Femmdd, in the 1160th year of the Higera*,
after acquiring a great and lafting reputa-
tion among his countrymen,

Allee Mahummed, at his death, left fix
fons, whofs names have been already men-
tioned4 ; the two eldeft of thefe were ftill
with Ahmed Abdallee at Candahar I ; the
remaining four,—to wit, Sydoola Khan,
Mahummed-Yar Khan, Allah-Yir Khan,
and Murtooza Khan, being yet infants,
were committed for the prefent to the
charge of Futté Khan, khanfaman, and
the guardians provided an adequate eftab-
lithment for their fupport.

'The death of Allee Mahummed opened
the way for feveral attempts to overfet the
Afgan interefts in Rohilcund, and to drive
them from their ufurped poffeffions.

* A.D, 1749. 4 Page 70. 1 Page 80.
H 2 With
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With this intention, Kfttub-ad-deen,
the grandfon of Azmut Oolah, repaired to
Delhi, and with eafe obtained a Firman
for the fucceffion to the Fowjdarrey of Mo-
radabad. But the power of the court was
now reduced fo low, that it could not afiord
any affiftance to its fervants to enforce the
royal mandates : orders were every day
Hlued which never were obeyed, and di-
ftrits granted which could never be fub-
dued.—Kittub-ad-deen fatally experienced
the truth of this obfervation :—marching
into Rohilcund under the fan&tion of the
royal commiflion, but with a force by no
means equal to fuch an undertaking, ke
was met at Dampoor by the Rohilla troops
under Doondy Khan, who entirely defeat-
ed him, and put all his followers to the
fword.

Scarcely was this difturbance quelled,
before another more formidable enemy ap-
peared to contend with.

Someyears previous to the events we have
been
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been relating, the Afgans of the Bungith
tribe had made a fettlement at Ferrocha-
bad, which from the fubfequent imbecility
and increafing weaknefs of the court, had
fince been (like many other parts of the
emptire) erected into a fort of independent
principality 5 paying only a nominal tri-
bute, and acknowledging the authority of
the Mogul government, but without ex-
hibiting any real proofs of dependance
upon it.—Kieem Jung Bungith was, at the
period here treated of, chief of that tribe,
and was ftiled ¢ Nabob of Ferrochabad.”—
He entertained the fame hopes which had
deluded K{ttub-ad-deen, of profiting by
the death of Allee Mahummed, concluding
that the Afgan chiefs in Rohilcund, being
deprived of their ufual firm {fupport by this
event, would eafily yield to the firft im-
preffion he fhould attempt to make in that
quarter. He accordingly prepared a nume-
rous army, and a formidable train of artil-
lery ; and croffing the Ganges on a bridge
of boats at Futty-Ghur, proceeded up the
erftern bank of that river, on pretence of

H 3 fecking
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feeking fatisfation for fome encroach-
ments which had been made upon him by
the Rohillas, and fome affronts his people
had received from them in the fmall por-
tion of his territory which lay on that fide
of the river.

The chiefs in Rohilcund, when they
were certified of Kdeem Jung’s intention,
were at firft ftruck with terror and difmaj‘ﬂ;
as they were well acquainted with his
power and bravery, and their government
had not yet attained a fufficient degree of
firmnefs to enable it to withftand fuch a
fhock without manifeft danger. The two
eldeft fons of Allee Mahummed were more-
over abfent ; and the third, in whom the
oftenfible authority of the ftate was vefted,
was as yet a child, whofe prefence could
infpire but little ftability in their councils,
or valour in the field. The guardians
therefore fent ambaffadors to Kécem Jung,
in the moft fuppliant terms, to deprecate
his refentment, and offering to furrender
to him the whole territory they were pof«

fefled
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fefled of to the weftward of the Ganges ;—
they likewife reprefented to him the ill
policy of the Afgan powers quarrelling
with and difabling each other, at a time
when their force thould rather be combined
to refift the machinations of their common
enemies.

All this reafoning, however, had no
effe upon Kécem Jung, who was deter-
mined to aim at nothing lefs than the total
fubjugation of Rohilcund ; and the fumif-
five profeflions of the chiefs indicating a
great degree of confufion and alarm, in-
duced him the more obftinately to perfift.
'The Rohillas were therefore obliged to pro-
vide againft the worft,

The guardians and other minifters af-
fembled their forces, and fet young Sy-
doola Khan at their head, in hopes that
his prefence, by reminding the foldiers of
their former fuccefs underhis father, might
be regarded by them as a propitious cir-

H 4 cuftance,
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cumftance, and be attended with fome
good effect,

Kieem Jung advanced to Owde, and
from thence attempted, by direfting his
route to the eaftward, to penectrate into the
heart of Rohilcund.

Shortly after, the adverfe armies met
upon the plains of Dowrey, about fourteen
miles from Owlah, where a bloody engage-
ment enfued, in which, after a variety of
fuccefs, Kieem Jung being flain by a match-
lock fhot, his troops at length gave way,
and were totally routed.

The Rohillas after this vitory feized
on all the pofleffions of Kieem Jung, to
the eaftward of the Ganges.

Sefdar Jung, who had by this time ac-
quired an unbouiided authority at Delhi,
reigning over the Emperor himfelf as well
as the Amras of the court with an abfolute
fway, was much pleafed at this breach be-

| tween
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tiween the Afgan powers, whofe growing
influence in the northern provinces was
greatly dreaded by him ; and had indeed’
been no inconfiderable check upon his am-
bitious defigns ;—nor was the confequent
defeat and death of Kdeem Jung lefs agree-
able to him, as that chief had often treated
the orders of the fupreme government, and
the Emperor’s requifitions of fupplies for
the fervice of the ftate, with the moft con-
temptuous indifference and negle& ; and
thefe events afforded an opportunity for
recovering the dominion of Ferrochabad,
and feizing on the treafure and effeéts of the
deceafed as a punithment for his contuma-
cy. With this defign the Vizier marched
from Delhi at the head of a confiderable
force, and invefted Ferrochabad.

Kieem Jung's family having been left
at Ferrochabad without any protection,
were in no condition to oppofe Sefdar Jung;,
and endeavoured to make their peace, by
{urrendering to him their whole property ;
—but he, in order to prevent any future at-

tempt
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tempts to revenge this extortion in behalf
of the Emperor, feized Kieem Jung’s mo-
ther, and fome others of his relations,
and fent them to the fort of Allehabad ;
—determining to hold them as hoftages
for the future demeanour of their party.

In the mean time, Ahmed Khan Bun-
gith, the brother of Kdeem Jung, after the
battle of Dowrey, colletted the remains
of the defeated troops at Maw. Here he
was joined by his brother’s wife, who had
contrived to effect her efcape from Ferroch-
abad, and brought with her fome money
and jewels, and a few faithful followers.
"Thefe propitious events ferved to {fupport
the declining fpirit of the Ferrochabad
Afgans ; and numbers of them flocked in
every day from all parts of the country to
the ftandard of Ahmed. This foon ena-
bled him to proceed to action ; and he pre-
fently marched to Ferrochabad, drove the
troops of Sefdar Jung out of that city, and
put to death all thofe who had been any

way
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way inftrumental in the misfortunes of his
family.

Rajah Newel Ry, who was a favourite
retainer of Sefdar, and a&ed as his deputy
in the province of Oude, immediately
marched with a greatarmy from that place
to attempt the recovery of Ferrochabad.

Ahmed Khan Bungifh had by this time
fo much ftrengthened himfelf, that he took
the refolution of marching out to meet the
deputy, who had pafled over the Ganges at
Kinnoge, about thirty miles below Fer-
rochabad, and was already fome way ad-
vanced on his route towards that city.
Their forces engaged upon the banks of the
Calli-Nudee (a {fmall river which runs in-
to the Ganges) and after an obftinate con-
fli®, the Rajah being at length flain, his
troops fled on every quarter.—Ahmed Khan
purfued them for feveral cofs from the field
of battle with terrible flaughter ; and fol-
lowing his blow, hecroffed the Ganges on
the bridge of boats which Newel Riy had

‘ conftructed
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conftruéted upon that river at Kinnoge, and
marching direétly to Oude, {cized on all
the treafure and effe@s of Sefdar Jung.

The Vizier, incenfed at this overthrow,
moft bafely and cruelly caufed all the indi-
vidualsof the Bungith family, whom he had
imprifoned, to be put death; and taking
forty pieces of the royalartillery from Del-
hi, marched in perfon with what force he
could mufter again{t Ahmed, who imme-
diately returned from Oude toward the
Ganges, and pafling over on the bridge of
boats before mentioned, difpofed a part of
his troops fo as effetually to cover the ter-
ritory of Ferrochabad, and with the re-
mainder prepared dire@ly to meet and en-
gage the royal forces. This boldnefs in-
timidating the cowardly Vizier ; and after
fome fkirmithes, in which Ahmed Khan
was generally fuccefsful, the contending
parties at length met on a large plain near
the village of Pattidree, within twelve
miles of Ferrochabad, where enfued one
of the fierceft engagements recorded in the

ftruggles
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ftruggles of the declining empire.——At
firft, the a&ion, from the fuperiority of
forces (particularly artillery) feemed ra-
ther to incline in favour of the royal army 3
but during the hotteft part of the engage-
ment there fuddenly arofe a fand-florm,
(common in thofe parts of India) which
blew with violence dire&tly in the faces of
the Moguls ; and the Afgans, improving
this advantage, ruthed on in the bofom of
a thick cloud of duft, and charged their
enemies withirrefiftible impetuofity.—The
Vizier’s troops being blinded by the fand,
could neither judge of the number, nor di~
ftinguifh the attack of their aflailants;
their panick was increafed by the whirl-
wind and darknefswhich furrounded them,
and in a few minutes they gave way and
fled with the utmoft precipitation. All
the Vizier’s artillery was taken, and hisin-
fantry cut off to a man.—He him{elf ef-
caped with difficulty, and two days after
arrived at Delhi in a tranfport of rage and
defpair, He now refolved, at all events,
utterly to extirpate the Afgans, and to

I rifk
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rifk the exiftence of his own power, and
of the ruinous remains of the empire, to
effeét his purpofe, by calling in the aid of
the Hindoo powers, whofe alliance was
fcarcely lefs deftructive than their enmity.

In purfuance of this refolution, he drew
the whole of the money out of the royal
treafury ; and finding this to be infufficient,
lIaid Delhi and the neighbouring country
under a heavy contribution.—He next en-
tered into a treaty with the Mahratta
chiefs, Apa-Jee and Mulhar-Row, pro-
curing their alliance by giving them a large
fum in advance, and bonds to a confidera-
ble amount, in confequence of which they
joined him with a body of fifty thoufand
horfe.—By fimilar means he procured the
affiftance of Soordj Mull with a number of
Jats. .

With thefe united forces the Vizier ad-
vanced once more towards Ferrochabad.

Ahmed Khan prepared to oppofe them ;
but
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but finding himfelf unable to contend, alone,
with fo powerfulaconfederacy, heappliedto
the Rohilla chiefs for afliftance, reprefent-
ing this as acommon caufe, in which the
whole of the Afgan powers fhould feel
themfelves equally concerned.  Thefe
chiefs, however, were much averfe to in-
volving themfelves in a quarrel, from the
moft favourable iffue of which they could
derive no effential benefit, and in cafe of
defeat had every think to fear ;—they
would not, therefore, pay any attention to
this reprefentation ; upon which Ahmed
Khan fent his mother, who was a woman
of great art, and poflefled of a mafculine
underftanding, to endeavour to negotiate
an alliance with the Rohillas, and to fettle
all matters of difpute that had arifen be-
tween them and Kdeem Junsg,.

The Begum accordingly repaired to Kut-
taher, and applied feverally to the chiefs,
but to no purpofe ; they declared ¢ that
¢ they had no obje&tion to compromife
¢ every difpute with the Bungifh family ;

“ but,
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¢ but, that they could by no means think
¢ of involving themfelves in a new quar-
rel with the united forces of the Empe-
¢ ror, the Jats, and the Mahrattas, the
¢ event of which muft, in fome refpeits,
¢ be prejudicial to them, and might prove
¢ totally runious to their interefts.”
Asa laft refource, the old Begum waited on
Sydoola Khan, and ufing every artful infi-
nuation that could flatter his vanty or in-
flame his ambition, at length perfuaded
him to take a part in Ahmed’s quarrel with
the Vizier, notwithftanding the ftrong re-
montftrances of the guardians and other
ancient chiefs : —he accordingly prepared
to join Ahmed, accompanied only by Fut-
tee Khan and his troops, as Hafiz Rahmut
and Doondee Khan fo entirely difapproved
of this rafh proceeding, that they pofitively
refufed to take any part in .

(14

The Rohillas do not appear, on this oc-
cafion, to have acted with much fyftema-
tick prudence.—By permitting a part of
their forces tojoin Ahmed Khan they drew

upon
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upon themfelves the refentment of a
power which, if fuccefsful in the firft in-
ftance, they would not be able to with-
ftand ;—or, by fuffering a narrow and
felfith policy to outweigh every more re-
mote confideration, they, in the wilful
%iﬁce of a natural ally, laid the founda~

w. of their own misfortunes.

-‘!?‘Whil{’c thefe tranfaltions took place in
Rohilcund, Ahmed Khan, in the mean
time; finding himfelf utterly unable to at-
tempt any oppofition againft the prodigious
force of the Vizier, evacuated Ferrocha«
bad,- and croffing the Ganges at Futty
Ghur, deftroyed the boats upon that river
for many miles, and joined Sydoola Khan
at Amraopore.~—~The whole Afgan force,
when united, did not much exceed fiftecen
thoufand men,

Sefdar Jung, when he arrived at Fer-
rochabad, finding that place defolate, im-
mediately difpatched a body of Mahratta

I horfe
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horfe to feize the boats at Ramgdut, about-
feventy miles higher up the river.

It would appear that the allied army of
the Afgans was not properly difpofed, or
that the commanders were not fufficiently
altive in defending the paflages of the %
ver, which Sefdar Jung, in a few dapg
croffed at the above place, with little oppew
fition. ‘This neceflarily obliged the Af:
gans, who had before advanced to the fouth
ward, to fall haftily back in order to co
ver Rohilcund. Sefdar Jung halted fo
fome days at Affidpore, near the fords
and from thence wrote to Sydoola Khan
and Futtee Khan, requiring them imme-
diately to forfake the Bungith chief, and
repair to the royal ftandard.—He alfo dif~
patched Firmans in the name of the Empe-
ror, to the other Rohilla chiefs, demand~
ing the Mogul government’s proportion of
the revenues for the laft three years, which
they had never rendered any account of,

. The guardians now felt the fatal effiz&s,
' of
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of that equivocal and indecifive mode of
condu& which they had adopted, in fuf-
fering one of their body to engage in this
difpute, They found themfelves involved,
and they muft either take an attive part,
and openly rebel againft the acknowledged
authority of their fovereign, or fubmit to
fuch terms as might be impofed upon
them. It may readily be conceived that
they adopted the former alternative :—in«
ftead, therefore, of returning any direct
an{wer to the aforefaid demand, they pro-
pofed to join the other confederate Afgans
with their forces, in order to oppofe the
Vizier ;—but before this junétion could be
effeted, Sefdar Jung, aware of their in-
tentions, marched direftly to attack Ahmed
Khan and his allies, who fell back at his
approach, withing to avoid an a&ion until
they thould be reinforced ; but the impe-
rial forces flill continuing to prefs upon
them, a battle enfued in the neighbour-
hood of Iflamnagurr, fourteen miles from

Bifloolee, in which the Afgans, from the
Ia2 irgefiftable
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irrefiftable {uperiority of the enemy, were,
foon totally routed and difperfed.

An univerfal panick immediately {pread .
among all the Afgans throughout the Ro-
hilla territories.—The guardians cairied off
Allee Mahummed’s children to Owlah,
and finding no fafcty there, fled with their
families and treafure to a {trong poftin the.
Cummdw hills, a thort diftancz above Loll«
déng.—Hecre they intrenched themielves,
and rendered their fituation 1mpregnable
againft any fudden attack ; which they were
allowed abundant leifure to accomplifh by
the uaccountable dilatorinefs of their ene-
mies, who, inftead of profecuting their
blow with vigour, halted near the field of
battle feveral days, and afterwards ad-
vanced towards the hills by very eafy
marches.——At length, when the impe-
rial troops arrived before the poft which
the Rohillas occupied, Sefdar Jung, judges
ing it extremely hazardous to attempt an
attack, refolved to form a fort of blogkade,
in hopes of reducing them by famine ; and

when
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when his heavy artillery arrived (which
had been delayed in their approach by the
thicknefs of the woods and the badnefs of
the roads) he commenced a cannonade
againft the Rohilla works, but with little
effe®. TheAfgans,duringthefeoperations,
made many fallies, and fome with confi-
derable fuccefs : they alfo found means to
be fupplied with provifions from the hills
in their rear fufficient to fubfift them for
fome months ;—-but they becamie fickly
from the unhealthfulnefs of the place in
-which they were pent up, and muit foon
have been reduced, had not the intrigues
of the court, and the obftru&ions Sefdac
Jung met with in his own army, contri-
buted to their deliverance.

Whilft the Vizier was profecuting his
operations againft the Rohillas, advices
were received from Delhi that Ahmed Aba
dallee, havingrepulfedthe royal forces, was
marching againft that place with a large
army ; determined, as was fuppofed, to
depofe Ahmed Shah, and eftablifh himfelf

I3 upen
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upon the imperial throne. ‘The Emperor,;
at the fame time, wrote to the Vizier with
his own hand, requiring him in the moft
prefling terms to return diretly to court 3
and he moreover found himfelf greatly em-
barrafled by the clamours of his allies, the
Jits and Mahrattas, who were already
-weary of the tedious fervice in which he
had engaged them, and which was fo ill
fuited to their ideas and habits of warfare ;
—a fevere ficknefs, alfo, began to rage
in his camp. In the perplexity occaa
fioned by all thefe untoward circumftances,
Sefdar Jung found himfelf, unwillingly,
conftrained to accede to the offer propofed
to him by the Rohillas ; and he agreed to
grantthemapeace, onthe flender foundation
of their delivering him bonds to the amount
of fifty lacks of rupees, tobe difcharged outof
the enfuing colleGions of the country;
with a promife of paying every year in fu-
ture, a peifbkufb, or quit-rent, of five lacks
to the Emperor, of whom they folemnly
profefled to hold their territories in -fealty.,
The baads, the obligations of which the

Rohillas
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-Rohillas had not the moft diftant idea of
ever fulfilling, were delivered by Sefdar
Jung to the Mahratta commander, Mulhar
Row, asa fecurity for a part of the fubfidy
ftill remaining due to him* ; and, on the

. before-mentioned terms, the Afgans were

-reinftated in all their former pofleffions,

-and affairs in Rohilcund once more bore the
appearance of tranquillity +.

The circumftance which had fo fudden.
ly recalled the Vizier to Delhi, proved to
be only a falfe alarm.

Ahmed Abdillee had pafled the Fe-
ndub}, and laid the country to the eafts

* It may not here be improper to remark that this
event, however remotely, may be confidered as the vri-
gin of all the fubfequent revolutions in Rohilcund ;
being the foundation of the Mahratta claims in that
quarter.

*+ A.H. 1164.—A. C. 1753.

1 One of the five rivers which, watering the terri- -
tory of Punjab, fall into the Judus in the province of

Maoultans
L - I4 ward
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ward of that river under contribution ;==
but it does not appear that he had
any farther intentions at that time; as,
on the approach of a part of the Mo-
gul army under Meer Munnoo, he again
retreated towards Candahir, without of-
fering to come to a&ion. This defultory
expedition, however, afforded an opportu-
nity to fomeof the Afgan Amras at court,
who favoured the caufe of the Rohillas,
and hated the Vizier, to impede the opéra-
tions of the latter, by greatly exaggerating
the danger of the empire from the incur-
fions of the Abdallees; and the Emperor,
-as we have feen, weakly entered into the
views of thefe nobles, in prefling him to
returp. . Thus was loft the only opportu-
_nity that perhaps thould ever occur, of to-
_tally fubverting the power of the rebellious
Afgans, and reducing thefe provinces to
complete {ubjection.

It was on thisincurfion that Ahmed Ab-
“dillee, in order to: attach the Robhillas to
his intereft, releafed Abdoola Khan and

Fyzoola
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Fyzoola Khan, the fons of Allee Mahum-
med, and loading them with prefents, per-
mitted them to depart for Lahore, where
they were met by fome Rohilla command-
ers, who condu&ed them to Kuztéher.
The Abdallee, at the {fame time, wrote let-
ters to Hafiz Rahmut and the other chiefs,
ftrongly recommending a {tri& attention to
the will of Allee Mahummed, and requir-
ing them to receive and acknowledge thefe
young men and their brothers as his proper
‘heirs, and to eftablith them forthwith in
their inheritance.

On the approach of the brothers, they
were met at Banghaut upon the Ganges,
by the guardians, who received them with
every poflible mark of diftin&ion and re-
{pe€t, and accompanied them to QOulah,
where their four younger brothers at this
period refided.

Here the fons of Allee Mahummed
lived together a fhort time with great-cor-
diality and fatisfaion ; but fome trifling

difputes
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difputes arifing from fo many of them
refiding in the fame place, where each was
attended by a numerous train of dependants,
whofe frequent {quabbles gave occafion for
.continual altercation, it was judged expe-
dient by the guardians to feparate them ;
and, in a general council of the chiefs held
upon the occafion, it was determined to
effect this by invefting them with their in-
heritance.

Even in this firft execution of their
truft, however, the guardians deviated con-
fiderably from the will of Allee Mahum-
med :—inftead of putting his fons into pof-
feflion of the refpettive portions of in-
heritauce therein fpecified, an equal parti-
tion was made of all his acquifitions and
ufurpations into three parts, each valued at
thirteen lacks annual produce, which were
allotted to the three eldeft brothers refpet-
ively ; and the three youngeft were feve-
rally provided for as coheirs with the
others.

By ‘this arrangement, Abdoola Khan
and
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and Murtooza Khan got Owlah, and the
countries to the northward ; Fyzoola Khan
and Mahummed Yar, Barellee; and Sy-
doola Khan and Allah-Yar Khan, Morada-
bad ;—and a treaty of perpetual friendfhip
and alliance being executed by the brothers,
Sydoola Khan proceeded to take pofleffion
of his government at Moradabad, and Ab-
doola Khan and Fyzoola Khan remained at

Owlah,

But, however anxious the guardians
might appear to eftablith and fecure thein-
terefts of their wards by the above parti-
tion, it is certain they by no means de-
figned that it thould be a /affing one. 1f the
brothers continued upon terms of mutual
amity and good underftanding with each
other, as they muft foon arrive at matu-
rity, the confequence and power of the
guardians and other minifters throughout
the country would ceafe of courfe. Under
this apprehenfion, and aGtuated by an ambi-
tion which overlooks every obftacle, and

overleaps every bound of honcur and virtue,
they
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they determined to adopt fuch meafures as
muft effectually overfet the intentions of
Allee Mahummed, and leave the manage-
ment of the government at all times en-
tirely in their own power.—~To obtain this
end, nothing appeared fo well calculated as
fowing the feeds of diffenfion and diftruft
among the family of Allee Madummed:
as foon, therefore, as Fyzoola Khan and
his brother were fettled at Owlah, the
creatures and emiffaries placed about them
by the guardians begun, by the moft art-
ful infinuations, to excite a difagreement
and jealoufy between them, refpe@ing the
claims of fome of their followers : this, at
firft, occafioned only fome {mall bicker-
ings, but thefe foon broke out into an open
quarrel.

A riot enfued, one morning, among
their domefticks ; it had originated in fome
very trifling circumftances: but each of
the brothers warmly efpoufing the caufe
of his own fervants, and the minds of all

s being
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being already fufficiently inflamed by the
underhand practices of thofe employed for
that purpofe, the difturbance foon became
gencral. Both parties flew to arms,—and
every thing bore the appearance of the
moft alarming infurre@tion. In the midft
of this confufion, a number of Rohillas
found an opportunity to gratify their cuf-
tomary avidity for pillage, by plundering
the bazars of Owlah.—At length, night,
and the nterference of Hafiz Rahmut and
Doondee Khan, helped to quell the uproar,

The guardians had now a fpecious pre-
text for carrying the preface to their pro-
je&ed {cheme into execution ; and foon
after, accufing Abdoola Khan and his ad-
herents of having been the firft aggreflors
in the foregoing affray, they fentenced
him to be deprived of his fhare in the go-
vernment, and banithed him to the other
fide of the Ganges :m——thither he was
voluntarily accompanied by his brothers,
Allah Yar and Mahummed Yar. This vio-
lent meafure, however, excited {uch uni-
yerfal difguft among the numerous retai-
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ners to Allee Mahummed’s family, that the
guardians foon found themf{elves conftrain~
ed to make fome altsration in their plan ;
—therefore, after having previoufly fupers
feded the feniority of Abdoola Khan by in-
vefling his brother Sydoola Khan with thé
oftenfible infignia of authority, they
thought proper to recal the former, and
fettled upon him the diftri®s of Sehfwan,
Oojhnee and Shiddad-Naggiirr, producing.
between four and five lacks annual revenue,
and to the fecond of the above places he
thortly afterretired, determining altogether
to feclude himfelf from any farther con.
cern in publick affairs.———At the fame
time, under pretence of the youth and in-
experience of Fyzoola Khan, the guardi-
ans took out of his hands the management
of thofe countries which had fallen to his
lot in the general partition, and fettled
upon hima fmall diftriét of five lacks, in-
cluding the Purglinhas of Rampore, Shaw-
bad and Chatcheet ; and Fyzoola Khan
foon after repaired to the city of Rampore,
which place has from that period been his

principal refidence,
Having
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to their views, the guardians procee
without farther referve, to the comple
of them, and made the rea/ partitior
the Rohilla dominion among themfel
which they had intended from the tim
Allee Mahummed’s death.

By this new fettlement, Hafiz Rah;
got the diftri&ts of Baréllee and Peeleab
Moridabad fell to the fhare of Doc
Khan, together with the country ext
ing from thence to the city of Biffoo.
—and the diftri&ts of Owlah, Budis
Owite, Koot and Ahrat were equally
vided between Sirdar Khan, the Buxy,
Futtee Khan, the Khanfaman; an acq
tion which was fufficient to detach t
from the interefls of the heirs of their
mer mafter. As no territory was fet
upon Sydoola Khan, whom the guardi
to ferve their own purpofes, ftill contir
to {upport in the ftation to which they
raifed him, a provifion was made for
by a penfion of eight lacks per annun
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which.two were furnifhed by. the Khanfa-
man, three by "Hafiz Rahmut;: aud three
by Doondee Khan, No attention whats
ever was paid to three younger. fons of Al
lee Mahummed in this adjuftment, agd
they were left either to ftarve, or refpecs.
tively to depend upon their brothers, ac'?-.
cording to the firft {fettlement.—*¢ Thu
(to ufe the emphatick cxpreﬁions of the,
Rohilla hiftorian)—¢ giving their hdhoug
¢ to the winds, and {uffering the nﬁp
¢¢ avarice and ambition to fweep away:His

¢ dying injunctions of their benefalori mg«
¢ to the ocean of oblivion, the guardiimns
¢ iniquitoufly deprived the children o&f
¢ Allee Mahummed of their bxrthrlght,
¢¢ and feized the reins of authority with.
¢¢ the hand of ingratitude !”~——But this
revolution®, although it changed the pro-
perty, did not make any material alteration
in the ftate with refpe& toits conftitutional
arrangement, and the publick bufinefs con-

* A.H. 1165---A,. D, 1754,
tinued
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tinued to be carried on in the fame train as
formerly.

Sydoola Khan, who was a young man
of high fpirit, being exceedingly incenfed
at the iniquitous proceedings of Hafiz
Rahmut, and his colleagues, retired from
Owlah in difguft. Murtooza Khan, from
the fame motive, went off to Secundera-
bid, where he foon after died: and his
brother, Allah Yir, was about this time
feized with a confumption, which in a
few weeks proved fatal to him,

We have here related all the principal
domettick tranfa&ions of the Rohillas, un-
til the ultimate fettlement of their internal
{yftem:—but they had not, in the mean
time, remained idle {petators of the can-
tending ftruggles of the various newly-efta-
blithed powers around them; and feveral
incidents occurred, during the period we
have been treating of, which, in their events
greatly tended to the increafe of their pa-

K litical
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litical weight and influence, as well as to
the extenfion of their dominion.

Sefdar Jung, not very long after the
fruitlefs event of his laft expedition againft
the Robhillas, having murdered Juneid
Khan, the favourite of the Emperor, Ah-
med Shah, and committed many other
enormities, was, by that nionarch deprived
of the Vizaret, and degraded from his
rank ; in confequence of which he rebelled
againft his fovereign, and even befieged
him in his capital : but he was fruftrated
in all his efforts, by the fuperior bravery
and abilities of Ghazee-ad-deen Khan,
who commanded in Delhi under the Em-
peror ; and being compelled to relinquith
this undertaking, retired to Owde, where
he thortly after died, and was fucceeded in
his dominion by his fon, Suja-al-Dowlah,
who, however, did not obtain any roya/
deed, by which he might oftenfibly fix his
claim to the fucceffion, until fome time af-
ter. 'This prince, who, whatever defeéts
of charalter he might labour under, was

an
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an artful and able politician, forefeeing the
approaching diftreffes of the empire, totally
withdrew himfelf for a time from all con-
netions with the court, and wifely gave
his whole attention to the regulation of the
interior ceconomy of his government, and
the provifion of fuch means of defence as
might fecure him from the effe® of any
change which thould happen to take place
in the Mogul adminiftration.

Soon after the deceafe of Sefdar Jung,
Ghazee-ad-deen, who now poflefled the
whole power at court, having reafon to ap-
prehend that' Ahmed Shah, who equally
dreaded and hated him, had formed a plan
for his deftru&ion, depofed the unfortunate
Emperor, and deprived him of his fight;
and releafing from confinement the prince
Yédaz-ad-deen, who (with many others of
the royal family) had pafled the greateft
part of his life within the walls of a prifon,
fet him upon the throne, under the title
of * Allumgeer the Second.”

K 2 Suja-
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Suja-al-Dowlah had ever dreaded the
_abilities and growing power of Ghazee-ad-
deen, whofe principles he knew to be as
flagitious as his ambition was unbounded.
"‘This laft bold meafure had left all the re-
maining force and riches of the empire at
that minifter’s difpofal ; and he had lately
made fome overtures to an alliance with
Ahmed Khan Bungith (who on the capi-
tulation of the Rohillas to Sefdar Jung
hid been fuffered to return to Ferrochabad,
and to re-eftablith himfelf there) by flat-
tering him with a promife of appointing
him to the office of Meer Buxy, or pay-
mafter of the empire, evidently with a
view to procure his affiftance in a plan
which Ghazee-ad-deen had at this time
formed for the conqueft of Oude, as a fief of
the Mogul empire, the grant of which had
ceafed on the death of the former Subadir.,

Suja-al-Dowlah was not a little difcon-
certed upon the difcovery of the minifter’s
defigns ; and as he was willing to embrace
every poffible means of ftrengthening him-

' ' felf



ROHILLA AFGANS 1327

felf againft the approaching danger, he
difpatched ambafladors with confiderable
prefents to the Rohilla chiefs, and wrote
a letter to young Sydoola Khan, (whofe
elder brothers had not, as yet, been libera-
ted by Ahmed Adillee) requefting his
friendfhip, and reprefenting how much the
common intereft of all independent ftates
was concerned in withftanding the prefent
intentions of the minifter.

The chiefs, on the receipt of the Suba-
dir of Oude’s letters, did not long delibe-
rate on what part they fhould a&.—They
well knew that, in the eventof the {ubju-
gation of Suja-al-Dowlah, their own over-
throw would be a certain confequence; as
they had already incurred the penalties of
difobedience and breach of faith by neg-
leting to fulfil any one of the articles of
their late capitulation; and, in cafe of
being attacked by Ghazee-ad-deen, had no-
thing to hope for from the fations at court,
which had formerly impeded the operations
of Sefdar Jung. They therefore returned

K 3 favourable
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favourable anfwer, and, within a few
weeks, entered into-a formal treaty of alli-
ance with Suja»al -Dowlah ; each party:

mutually engagmg to fupport the othcr
againft all enenues

* Mean time, Ghazee-ad-deen having ef-
feted his treaty with Ahmed Khan Bun-
gith, arrived at Ferrochabad with a confi-
derable army ; and was there joined by that
chief with a body of twenty thoufand Pa-
tins.—From hence he marched to Mindy-
Ghaut, and conftru&ing a bridge of bodts
upon the Ganges, advanced to Goojer-poor,
on the eaftern fide of the river, and dif-
patched a meflage to Suja-al-Dowlah, de-
manding in the Emperor’s name, thé im-
mediate ceflion of the country; and re-
quiring him forthwith to deliver up the
treafure and jewels of his deceafed father,
forfeited by his difobedience and rebellion.
To this peremptory meflage the Nabob re-
turned an evafive anfwer, and opened a ne-
gociation with Ghazee-ad-deen, merely
with a view to .create delay: he had, in
Co : the
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the interim, repeatedly difpatched exprefles
to the Robhillas, informing them of the
imminent danger in which he ftood.
At length, the chiefs colle€ting the whole
of their forces, proceeded to his relief.

As the Rohilla army amounted to up-
wards of thirty thoufand men, Ghazee-ad-
deen judged it prudent to endcavour to draw
them off from their conne&tion with the
Subadir ; and for this purpofe he caufed a
Firman, under the royal feal, to be direfted
to Sydoola Khan, ¢ requiring the affiftance
¢ of the Afgans againft the rebellious fon
¢ of the traitor, Sefdar Jung.”—The Ro-
hillas, however, underftood their own in-
tereft too well to join in the views of the
minifter, as they were fully aware of the
depth of his policy and the boldnefs and
extent of his defigns, and knew that the
inevitable confequence of Suja-al Dow-
lah’s defeat muft be their own extirpation
from their afflumed dominion in Kuttdher.
—They therefore adhered firmly to the
caufe of their ally, infifted on the royal

K 4 forces
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forces immediately evacuating his territos
ries, and took poft in fuch a fituation that
Ghazee-ad-deen could not have attempted
to advance without rifking an engagement ;
and apprehending that his army would by
no means be an equal match for the united
forces of his opponents, the minifter agreed
to compromife the bufinefs with Suja-al-
Dowlah for the {fmall fum of five lacks of
rupees, and an obligation to pay to the
Emperor an annual tribute to the fame
amount in future ; and the cafh bemg paid,

and the proper bonds executed by the Na-
beb, and guaranteed by the counter-fi gua-
ture of Sydoola Khan in the name of the
Rohilla ftates, the royal forces returned to-
wards Delhi; and the Rohxllas marched
back to their owsi country. ’

It was about this period that Ahmed Ab-
dillee relcafed the two eldeft fons of Allee
Mahummed as beforc mentmned S

‘The northern provinces of Hindoftan had
already fuﬁ"ered much from the inteftine
brOl]b
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bions of their rulers, when a new and
more deftrutive convulfion took place,
which foon reduced many of them to a
ftate of general defolation.

Seon after the Rohillas had returned from
Qude, the Mubrattas, encouraged by the
debility of the court, and the prefent difs
cordant ftate of all the Muflulman powers,
invaded the Dodb with a confiderable army,
and fpread their ravages over the wholas
country between the Ganges and the Jums-
na, until they reached the territories of
Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, of whom it may be

here neceflary to give fome account.

This extraordinary man was an Afgan of
the Kummer-Khail tribe, who had, in his
early youth, come from the mountains of
Candahir, to feek his fortune under his une
Ele, Bifharet Khan. With him he followed
the ftandard of Allee Mahummed, and the
uncle dying, fucceeded to his command un-
der that adventurer.—Allee Mahummed,
"qn his final eftablithment in Rohilcund,

had
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had rewarded his fervices with a grant of
a {mall diftri& which forms the northern
part of that province,

After Allee Mahummed’s death, Nijeeb-
al-Dowlah flill remained firmly attached
to the interefts of the Rohillas; and in
their Iaft war with Sefdar Jung, when
they took refuge in the hills, he remarka-
bly fignalized himfelf in their defence; and
on feveral occafions, by his valour and
good condud, greatly retarded the ap-
proaches of the enemy ; in confequence of
which, when affairs were fettled, he had
fome additions made to his diftri¢ts ; and
Doondy Khan beftowed upon him his eldeft
daughter in marriage.—Thus ftrengthened
and connefted, he was joined by a multi-
tude of Afgan freebooters, and by their
means poffefled himfelf of all that valua-
ble tra& of country ftretching weftward
from the Ganges to the diftrit of Siharen-
pore, along the foot of the hills, and fouth-
ward almoft to the gates of Delhi; and as,

in
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in tre prefent diftrattions of the empire,
there were no immediate claimants to dif-
pute his right, he foon eftablithed himfelf
in this quarter. From hence he repaired
to court, where all ranks and orders of fo-
ciety feemed to be confounded, and every
individual, however infamous, was at li-
. berty to raife himfelf to diftintion by the
force of his abilities, or the power of his
arm,.— Here he condufed himfelf with
fuch addrefs as foon ingratiated him with
fome of the leading men, and Ghazee-ad-
deen, confcioys of his inability to difpofefs
him of the country he had feized, and in
hopes of rendering him fubfervient to his
future views, obtained for him from Ah.
med Shah a royal grant of all thofe terri-
tories : thus he foon grew into great con~
fequence, and afterwards became a power-
ful fupporter of the Rohilla interefts.

On the approach of the Mabrattas, as
alrcady related, Nijecb-al-Dowlah col-
leted
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lected his forces together, in order to op=
pofe thefe powerful invaders; but, after
fome {kirmifhes, finding he was unable to
withftand them in the open field, he threw
bimfelf, with the greateft part of his
forces, into fome ftrong entrenchments at
Sooker-Tdll upon the weftern bank of
the Ganges, and wrote to his friends at
Kuttiher for affiftance ; in confequence of
which the chiefs immediately difpatched
Buxy Sirdar Khan with his forces to Ni-
jeeb-al-Dowlah’s aid, and wrote to Suja-
al-Dowlah, requiring of him, in the prefent
exigency, a return of thofe good offices
which they had rendered him fome months
ago; in conformity to which, the Suba-
dir collected together fome of his troops,
and advanced by rapid marches towards
the fcene of action.

In the mean time, a body of Mahrattas
eroffed the Ganges at a ford near Hirdewar,
and laid wafte all the portion of Nijeeb-al«
Powlah’s country which was fituated to
the eaftward of that river; continually

eluding,
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eluding, by the rapidity of their movements,
every attempt of the Robhillas to bring them
toaion ; but on the approach of Suja-al-
Dowlah, they thought it moft advifeable to
retreat.  On the jun@ion of the Subadér of
Owde with the Afgans, the whole prepared
to pafs the Ganges and attack the Mahrat-
tas in the Doib ; but, on receiving intelli-
gence of this defign, the latter raifed the
blockade by which they had hitherto con-
fined Nijeeb-al-Dowlah within his in-
trenchments, and having plundered all the
open country, retired towards Agra.
‘The Rohillas ftill remained in the field;
but Suja-al-Dowlah, on the Mahrattas
going off, returned to Oude,

It was at this period that Ahmed Abdal.
lee dire&ed his attention a fecond time to-
wards Hindoftan.

He had long been checked in his defigns
upon this fide by Meer Munnoo, who with
great valour and good condut protetted
for a time the fhattered remains of the em-

pire
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pire towards the Punjdb.—Unfortunately,
this gallant general was killed by an acci-
dent: and theroyal army were {o difpirited
by this event, and fell into fuch diforder
from the want of a proper leader, that
Ahmed Abdillee with eafe eftablithed him-
felf in all the province of Lahore, took
that city with little oppofition, and obliged
the Mogul forces to fall back to Sirhind.

It would be difficult to paint a more dif-
trefsful fcene than what the court at Del-
hi at this time exhibited. Allumgeer II
the wretched reprefentative of the houfe of
Timur, found himfelf {urrcunded by the
faGions of cantending nobles, who, utterly
devoid of every fentiment of loyalty and at-
tachment, fupported him in the nominal
aflumptions of regal dignity, merely with
a view to render him fubfervient to their
fchemes' of ambition; and were ready at
any time to take him off by the bowl or
the dagger, when it thould fuit their pur-
pofe.

Soon
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Soon after the death of Meer Munnoo,
this unhappy prince privately invited Ah-
med Abdallee to Delhi, and befought his
protection againft his own fervants.

The Candahir prince had reafons
fufficient to induce him to comply readily
with this requeft. He therefore marched
from Lahore with an army of feventy
thoufand Durdnees ; and whilft upon his
march, he wrote to the fons of Allee Ma-
hummed (whom he had lately fet free)
and to the other Robhilla chiefs, requiring
their affiftance in fettling the affairs of the
empire ; and promifing them fuch rewards
'as, by their means in forwarding his mea-
fures, he might be enabled to beftow upon
them.—He wrote to the fame effett to Ni-
jeeb-al-Dowlab 5 that chief, however, was
conftrained from political motives to dif=
femble, as he held a high office under
Ghazee-ad-deen ; and the minifter having
refolved to march againft the Durdnees,
Nijeeb-al-Dowlah joined him, for the pre-
fent, with his troops ; but fecretly pledged

himfelf
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himfelf to the King (whofe fole defire was
to overthrow Ghazee-ad-deen) that he
would go ever to Ahmed Abdillee on the
very firft opportunity ; and he even gave
that prince private intimation of his defign.
The chiefs in Rohilcund took a more open
and decided part 1n favour of Ahmed Ab-
dillee. On the receipt of his letters, Fy-
zoola Khan, with two of his brothers, pro-
ceeded to Sirhind, where they found the
Candahir prince; and giving him many
valuable prefents, aflured him of the inva-
riable attachment of the Rohillas to his
interefts.

From Sirhind Ahmed Abdéllee advanced
towards Delhi.—Ghazee-ad-deen attempt.
ed  to retard his progrefs and was pre-
paring to give him battle, when he found
himfelf fuddenly deferted by Nijeeb-als
Dowlah and his forces, which congti~
tuted a chief part of hisarmy. The mini-
fter foon perceived the fnare into which he
had fallen ; but his abilities enabled him
to ward off the ruin intended by it : with

' a decifive
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a decifive promptitude, and a confidence in
the honour of his enemy, which are fel-
dom feen 1n that part of the world, he de-
livered himfelf up to the Abdéllee, and
foon found meaus to allay the refentmient
and conciliate the favour of that prince ;
mean while, the Abdillee marched unmo-
lefted to Delhi, which city he entered on
the eleventh day of September, 1757

He had here an interview with the Em-
peror, of whom he demanded a fubfidy to
defray the expence of this expedition,
which he profeflcd to have been undertaken
entirely at his inftigation. The weak mo-
narch gave him authority under bis feal to
levy acontributionupon this account, to the
amount of acrore of rupees, on Dclhi and
the adjacent country; and this exallion
being inforced with exceeding feverity,
fome difturbances arofe in the courfe of it,
the.confequence of which was a dreadful
maflacre and general pillage of the mifera-
ble inhabitants ; and the unhappy Allum-

geer faw the refult of the defperate {tep he
L had
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had purfued, in the deftruction of his capi-
tal, and the overthrow of the laft remnant

of the Mogul greatuefs.

It were painful to dwell upon fuch hor-
rid fcenes : {uffice it to fay that, after hav-
ing permitted his foldiers for fifty-fix days
to commit at pleafure every lawlefs out-
rage, Ahmed Abdallee reinftated Ghazee-
ad-deen in his office, delivered the Empe-
ror back into the power of that minifter,
who was now become his implacable ene-
my, and marched fouthward againft the
J4is, who had of late erected a powerful
eftablithment in the countries about Agra.

On this expedition, Ahmed Abdallee
was accompanied by Hafiz Rahmut with a
large body of Rohillas.

Agra was ftill held in the Emperor’s
name.—Fazil Khan, the governor, fhut
his gates, and refufed the Candahér prince
admittance, upon which he befieged it in
form ; but the inhabitants, warned by the

1 recent



ROHJLLA AFGANS. 141

recent fate of Delhi, fo well {econded the
bravery of their governor, that Ahthed
Abdallee, after lying before the place for
fix weeks, found it advifeable to raife the
fiege. He next attacked the Jits, and
having taken many of their ftrong holds,
(which he put into the poflefiion of the
Rohilla chiefs,) and plundcred all the open
country round Agra, on the approach of
the rainy feafon, he retired into canton-
ments at Anapfheér, in June, 1758.

During his ftay at this place, Ahmed
Abdillee, into whofe hands the preceding
events had thrown the whole power of the
ftate, took upon him, under pretence of
regulating the affairs of the Mogul govern-
ment, to give away provinces and depofe
or fet up rulers at pleafure: and as the
Rohillas had fo entirely coincided in all his
meafures, he divided among them the di-
ftriéks which he had lately overrun in the
Dodb: to Nijeeb-al-Dowlah he allotted
the Jagheer of Secundnaj; to Fyzoola Khan,
Shikohabid ; and to Sydoola Khan, Jella-

L 2 fer
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fer and Fyrozeabad : and upon Hafiz Rah-
mut and Doondy Khan he beftowed the
government of L/dwa, comprehendiug all
the territory between Agra and Kulpec.
It is to be obierved, however, that the
greateft part of this diftribution was, for
the prefent at leaft, merely nominal ; the
Rohillas being as yet in no condition to
avail themfelves of it to any great extent.

On the breaking up of the rains, Ah-
med Abdallee procecded to Delhi, and in-
tended to have fpent a few wecks in the
neighbourhood of that place ; but having
received, about this time, fome difagreeable
int.lligence fiom his own country, he fet
off fuddenly for that quarter.

The unfortunate Emperor was now en-
tirely in the power of his implacable mini-
fter : Nijccb-al-Dowlah, in whom alone
he could place any confidence, was buficd
in fecuring the dittii®s which had been
put in his pofleflion by Ahmed Abdillee ;
and Ghazce-ad-deen, no longer feeling any

check
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check from the Candahdr prince, behaved
with the utmoft cruelty to Allumgeer
Shah, confined him within certain apart-
ments of his palace, made ufe of his name
as an authority for the commiffion of every
enormity, and even endeavoured to fecure
the perfon of the prince, Allee Gohar *,
who with difficulty efcaped from him.

At length the unhappy Allumgeer found
an opportunity to write to Ahmed Abdal-
lee an account of his fituation, and once
more appiied to him for relief, to which
the Candahilr prince returned a favourable
reply, promifing to {fettle his own attairs,
and proceed to Delhi with all poffible ex-
pedition, and threatening Ghazee-ad-deen
with the fevereft punifhment. By fome
mifmanagement this letter fell into the
minifter’s hands, and he, in revenge of the
Emperor’s appeal to the Abdillee, had
him affaffinated.

As the prince, Allee Gohar, who was
the next heir to the throne, had fled from
L 3 the

#* The prefent Emperor.
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the machinations of the minifter, and at the
period of his father’s murder, was wan-
dering through the country, and applying
to different princes for protection and relief,
the empire was for fome tune without any
acknowledged hiead, and the reign of the
houfe of Timur {eemed to be au end.

The Mahrattas had retired to their own
country, as before related, and were pre-
vented from undertaking any thing to the
northward again, during the ftay of Ah-
med \bdillce ;—and it was at this junc-
ture that they were induced, from the de-
ranged pofture of affairs, and the univerlal
anarchy which feemed to prevail in every
department of the Mogul ftate, to attempt
overturning the Mahommedan, and efta-
blithing the ancient Hindoo government.

With thisview, Bala Row, the Peith-
wa, levied an immenfe army, the com-
mand of which he defigued for his bro-
ther, Ragonet Row ; —but a difpute arif-
ing between them concerning the provifion

of
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of the ncceflary fupplies, Ragonet Row
refufed to undertake the management of
the expedition, which was, ofeoufcguencc,
committed to Mahdo Sidda Shed, com-
monly called the Bhao, the fon of Chim-
na Jee Apa. Asthe Peithwa abfolutely re-
fufed to part with any money for the fup-
port of the army to be employed in this
undertaking, declaring ¢¢ thataMahratta ar-
¢ my oughtalwaystobeable to fubfift itfelf
¢¢ by plunder,” Sidda Shed firft turned his
arms againft the Nizam, who being totally
unprepared for any contention with fuch a
prodigious force, was obliged to pay him
down a confiderable fum, and to render up,
by treaty, the countries of Burhan-pore
and Milava. Sidda Shed immediately
laid thefe countries under contribution,
and then marched northward, fuppofing
that the Muflulman powers. from their
inteftine divifions, would become an eafy

prey to fo great a force *.
L 4 The

i

* The particulars of the Mahratta tranfa&ions at
Delhi and elfewhere, previous to the battle of Paney-
put,
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The time which had been neceffarily oc-
cupied in the foregoing prepaiations, gave
the Mahommedans full opportunity for
taking the neccflary meafures to avert the
danger which threatened ¢ zhe faith” ; and
they, for a time, forgot their murtual ani-
mofities, and zealoufly united 1n this com-
mon caufc.

Ahmed Abdallee, in purfuance of his
promife to the Emperor Allumgeer, had
returned to Gungapore, near Sirhind, where
he was joined by Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, and
his friends the Rohilla chiefs, with a large
body of Afgans; aud he was foon after re-
inforced by the arrival of Suja-al-Dow-

lIah and Ahmed Khan Bungifh.

The circumftances of this jun&ion, and
the fublequent defeat of the Mahrattas,
are already well known.—The Mahrattas,

put, although flightly touched upon by the Rohilla
hiftorian, are here omitted, as iirelevant to our princi-
pal object.

' contrary
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contrary to their ufual rule of cordu& in
the ficld, inftead of carrying on the cam-
paign in that predatory kind of war, to
which their numerous bodies of horfe are
beft adapted, fuffered themfelves to be
drawn into a fituation, from whence they
could not by any means be extricated with-
out coming to a decifive engagement. Af-
ter fome difputes among their chiefs con-
cerning their future operations, they in-
trenched themfelves in the ncighbourhood
of Paneyput-Kurnal.—This was the very
pointat which Ahmed Abdillece (whoacted
as generaliflimo of the united army of the
Muflulmans) had aimed.—The Hindoos
were {urrounded by the Muffulman armies
on every fide : their fupplies were all cut
off, and their foraging parties deftroyed;
fo that they were foon reduced to the ut-
moft diftrefs.—To add to their perplexity,
they were deferted by Sooraj Mull, who
had ftrongly difapproved of their intrench-
ing, and forefeeing the probable confe-
quence, with an infidelity which feems to
to be a marking chara&eriftick of all the

1ndian
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Indian powers, opened a fecret negociation
with Ahmed Abdillee ; and, by the con-
trivance of the Muflulman commander, an
attack being direCted againft a diftant quar-
ter of the Mahratta camp, in the midit of
a very dark night, the above chict found
an opportunity, whilll the atrention of his
allies was engaged by this manceuvre, to
quit his lines unperceived 5 and paffing
through the Mahommedan army, went off
towards Agra, with many thoutands of the
JAts, whom the Mahrattas had perfuaded
or compelled to join them. The attack of
the Muflulmans having fully anfwered the
only purpofeintended by it, Ahmed Abdallee
fent orders to the affailants to return into
their own lines. ‘The neceflary confe-
quence of this order was a retreat, which
the Hindoos attributing to a wrong mo-
tive, they were filled with fuch a confi-
dence in their own prowefs as determined
them (independent of the prefent di-
ftrefs of their fituation) to march out of
their intrenchments the next day, and at-
tack their enemies,—This brought on #he

batile
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battle of Paneyput, oneof the moft bloody
engagements which has occurred in modern
times.

The plain on which this a&tion was
fought had been celebrated among the
Hiadoos for fome fignal vitories gained
upon 1t by their ancefltors over the barba-
riansof the north ; aind the ftake to be now
contended for was of the utmoft magnitude
to both fides, including in it nothing lefs
than the ultimate fate of two rival powers,
and the decided {uperiority or the eventual
extirpationof the Muflulmans in Hindoftan.

The idea of this being fortunate ground,
and the prefumption infpired by the {fup-
pofed repulfe of their enemies the prece«
ding night, filled the Hindoos, on the pre-
fent occafion, with an enthufiafm approach-
ing to madnefs. They rufhed out of their
intrenchments without any regular order,
and where repulfed by the Mahommedans
with prodigious lofs. The defeftion of
the Jits was not yet certainly known

among
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among them, when a large column of
horfe, led by the Rohilla commanders,
poured down upon them under cover of a
cloud of duft, and forming on the ground
which the Jats had occupied, feparated
the Mahratta army into two parts ; whilft
a body of fix thoufand Durinnces, who
had been detached by Ahmed Abdillee as
foon as he difcovered their intention toen-
gage, having made a rapid circuit of fome
miles, appeared in the rear of their right
wing. This decided the fate of the day.
The Mahratta right wing being nearly fur-
rounded, was entirely cut to picces; and
their left, after many defperate efforts,
having loft feveral of their principal lead-
ers, at length gave way, and a total route
enfued. The Muflulmans purfued them up-
wards of fixty miles, and 1n a thort time
totally deftroyed that army which but a
few days before had been {fo numerous and
formidable.—It 1s computed that the lofs
of the Hindoos upon this occafion amounted
to not lefs than one hundred thoufand men,

among whom were their general Sidda
Shed
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Shed, and Vifwafs Row, the Peithwa’seldett

fon ; together with the whole of their trea-

ocC %.

fure, artillery, and baggag

Ahmed Abdillee, fhortly after this vic-
tory, rcturned to Dcllii, where he placed
the prince Jewin Bukht, the cldeft fon of
the heir apparent, Allee Gohar, upon the
throne, committing the guardianthip and
fuperintendence of the government under
the young prince, until the return of his

¥ As the Rohillatextis the only authority we have
confulted in our relation of this acion, 1t 1s not un-
likely that it may contain many inaccuracies.—Ons
thing muil be remarked, which s, the total onmilion,
in it, of the eminent’part which Suja-al-owluh Lore
in this memorable event.—It was certainly natwal
for the national pride of a Rohilla to afcribe to his
own countrymen more than their due portion of me-
rit, and perhaps, to detra& from that of Suja-al-
Dowlah, whom a perfon of this tribe cannot be fup-
pofed inclined to reprefent in any favourable point of
view,—It is, however, but juftice to obferve, that all
other accounts concur in the circnmflance of Suja-al-
Dowlah having, by his bravery and ativity, rendered

the fortune of the day decifive.
father,
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father, into the hands of Nijeeb-al-Dow-
Iah, whom he raifed to the office of prime
minifter, and the dignity of Ameer-al-Am-
rah. The infamous Ghazee-ad-deen, ap-
prehenfive of being called to account by
the Abdallee for the murder of the Empe-
ror Allumgeer, had fome time before with-
drawn himfelf from all political concerns,
and retired to the Décan. After fettling
affairs at Delbiin the beft manner that the
circumiftances of the time would admit, the
Candahdr prince returned towards his
own country.

The partition- of the countries 1n the
Dodb, which Ahmed Abdéllece had made
the year before, among the Afgan chiefs,
could not fail of exciting a war between
thofe powers and the Jits, who had been
the former poffeflors : but as Nijeeb-al-
Dowlah was chiefly concerned 1n 1t, and
had now all the wealth or force which re-
mained from the ruins of the empire, at
his command, the Rohillas, with his af-
fiftance, repreficd all their attempts to re-

cover
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cover their countries, and eftablithed them-
felves with every appearance of perman-
ent fecurity as well here as in their origi-
nal pofletiions in Kuttiher; whilft Suja-al-
Dowlalh omitted no means to improve his
power and confirm his independence 1n
the province of Oude.

In this difpofition of things, the jarring
interefts of Suja-al-Dowlah, the Robhillas,
and other Muflulman chiefs in thefe pro-
vinces, who had totally thrown off all
farther dependence upon the Mogul go-
vernment, (which, n fa&, at this time,
ceafed to exift) and now held their domi-
nions in their own right by the tenure of
the fword, might have continued to be
pretty well balanced, perhaps, for fome
years ;—but, in the mean time, a power
{prung up equally formidable and unex-
pected 5 the fuperior influence of which
foon wrought a great change in the general
political {yftem.

The Englith, having furmounted incre-
dible
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"dible hard fhipsand difficultiesin Bengal, had

been led, from motivesof immediate felf-pre-
fervation, to takefuch fteps as ended in the
acquifition of the complete and uncon-
trolled dominion of that and all the neigh-
bouring dependent provinces. ‘The parti-
culars which led to fo important a revolu-
tion are foreign to this narrative : fuffice it
to fay, that on their breach with the Na-
bob Meer Coflim Allee Khan, the Britith
commanders defeated and purfued him out
of Behir, conftraining him to feek refuge
in the neighbouring province of Oude.—
Suja-al-Dowlah was not a little alarmed
at the rapid progrcfs and unexampled
fuccefs of thefe new neighbours.—At the
moment, however, when their good for-
tune feemed to have operated decifively n
their favour, he learned that a dreadful
mutiny had broke out in the Englith army,
and that a general defertion threatened its
annihilation, whilft he knew that their
lately-acquired dominion was fhill involved
m the confufion and derangement incident
to recent conqueft.—Ever watchful, as he

was,
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was, to feize any occafion that might offer
for his own aggrandizement, and the en-
largement of his dominion, he conccived
the prefent a happv opportunity at once to
relieve his fears and gratify his ambition,
by pofiefling himfelt of the Beugal pro-
vinces.— T hefe {entiments, added to the
influence and treafure of the expelled Na-
bob, determined him, without even a
thadow of provocation, to make head
againft the Englith, He accordingly col-
le&ed all the forces he could mufter, and
with a fhort-fighted and heedlefs temerity
marched towards Patna, on pretence of
acting under the orders of the prince Allee
Gohar (who had fome time before thrown
himfelf on his protetion) and reftoring
Coffim Allee Khan to the Mufnudof Ben-
gal.—In this expedition he was joined by a
confiderable body of Rohillas under Endit
Khan, the fon of Hafiz Rahmut.—Being
repulfed in the fkirmith of Pitchee-Pehérey,
and afterwards totally defeated at Buxar, he
fled to Fyzabad, and hearing of the march
of a detachment of Englifh troops towards

M Lucknow
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Lucknow, he took refuge 1n Robilcund.
He was hofpitably received and entertained
at Barcllee by Doondee Khan.—Here he
made many-attempts to procure the affift-
ance of the Rohilla chiefs againft the Eng-
fith ; but they, terrified by the recent fate
of Coflim Allee Khan, and Suja-al-Dow-
lah’s 1ll fuccefs, would net venture to take
any part in his favour : he at laft, however,
prevailed on Hafiz Rahmut to join him
with a body of three thoufand Afgans, and
being farther remnforced by a fmall army of
Mahrattas under Mulbar Row, was c¢cncou-
raged to try his fortune once more in the
field againft the Englifh.—He advanced
mto the Dodb, and made fome attempts
againft the troops under General Carnac,
and was again dcfeated.—Hopelefs of {uc-
cefs, and deferted by a great part of his
troops, Suja-al-Dowlah at length deter-
mined to throw himfelf upon the genero-
fity of his enemtes, and foon after came
into the Britith general’s camp. Thefe
occurrences led to the celebrated ¢ zreaty of
Allehabid.”” By this treaty Suja-al-Dow-

I lah
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lah was reinftated in his original dominion
of Oude, and every other right he enjoyed
previous to the war, except the dominion of
the provinces of Korah and Allehabid,
which form the fouthern part of the Dodh
—Thefe diftri¢ts had been prefented by Ah-
med Abdallee (in his general partition of
the Dadb among the Afgan chiefs) to Sy-
doola Khan, who, being fenfible of his in-
ability to fubdue or hold them, as they lay
at a confiderable diftance from Rohilcund,
made them over to Suja-al-Dowlah, and
that prince had feized the forts of Kurra
and Allehabad, and fome other ftrong holds
in thefe territories, but had not yet been
able to eftablith himfelfin perfe@ poffeflion
of the country, when his unprovoked war
with the Englifh drew his attention from
cvery other object. The prince Allee Go-
har, whom we have {o often mentioned,
on thedefeat of Suja-al-Dowlah at Buxar,
had thrown himfelf upon the prote&tion
of the conquerors, and as fucceflor to his -
father, Allumgeer, had affumed the title
of Emperor, under the name of Shah Au-

M2 lum.
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lum.—This prince was a party in the be-
fore-mentioned treaty —The Englifh, by
the fuccefs of their arms, had already ob-
tained full and entire pofleflion of the pro-
vince of Bengal, and its dependencies :—
it was, however, deemed neceflary (from
what poffible motive of reafon or policy
we cannot take upon us to judge) to ob-
tain an offenfible claim to the tenure of
them, on the prefent occafion, by procur-
ing from an impotent monarch, who
was himfelf a fugitive and a dependant on
the Englith for the very crown and title
which he had aflumed,—a commiffion to
the Company of the Dewannee of the Ben-
gal provinces ; and the Emperor had, in
return, an annual penfion or tribute * fet-
tled upon him, to be paid out of the Ben-
gal revenues, and was guaranteed i the

* The writer is not informed by what appellation this
was fpecified in the treaty of Allehabad.—It is deno-
minated in the MS. Salleedna Nizzerdna, which may
be rendered, ‘¢ Annual gratuity,” a general appellation
which does not imply pofitive right,

pofieflion
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poffeflion of the provinces of Korah and
Allehabad, where he refided for fome time
after.

Although thefe tranfaGtions were not
immediately connected with the hiftory of
the Rohillas, yet, as they in their confe-
jquences led to events of the moft material
importance with refpe&t to that tribe, it
was neceffary to take fome particular no-
ticeof them here. Itisalfo proper to remark
that about the period of which we have
been treating, the new Emperor advanced
Suja-al-Dowlah to the office of the Viza-
ret, an appointment, however, which the
prefent ftate of the fovercign rendered
merely nominal.

On Suja-al-Dowlah furrendering him-
felf to the Englifh, Hafiz Rahmut and his
followers returned to Rohilcund, and
thither we fhall now accompany them.

Abdoola Khan being exceedingly difguf-
ted at the iniquitous condu¢t of his guar-
M 3 dians,
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dians, had retired to Oojinee, (as before
obferved) * and there, purting on the habit
of a Dirveifh, or Fakeer, employed him-
felf in diftributing the whole of the in-
come arifing from the lands allotted for
his fupport, 1n alms to the poor; and, in
conformity to the practice of the order of
which he profefled himfelf a member, af-
fe&ed to cherith {nakes and other noxious
animals, by one of which he was bit in
the arm, and almoft inftantly expired, in
Auguft, 1761.—About three years after
that event, Sydoola Khan, during the ab-
fence of Hafiz Rahmut, was feized with a
confumption, and died in 1764 ; and only
two of Allee Mahummed’s children now
remained alive ; viz. Fyzoola Khan and

Mahummed-Yar Khan,

"Thefe are the only events of note which
occurred in Rohilcund during the fpace
of feven years; to wit, from the battle of
Paneyput to the fecond incurfion of the

——

* Page 120.
' Mahrattas
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Mabhrattas into the Doib. During this
interval they had no enemies to interrupt
their tranquillity from without ; and, al-
though the injuftice of the guardians gave
rife to frequent jealoufies and difputes, yet
the vigorous adminiftration of the chiefs
who had ufurped the government, pre-
ferved the country in a tolerable degree of
internal harmony ; but we have no docu-
ments from which we might enter into a
more minute defcription of the domeftick
mahagement or political intrigues which
occupied their attention within this periods
as all that the Rohilla narrator remarks
uponit is—¢¢ The Afgan Sirdars, being freed
¢ from the vexatious interruptions of the
¢ marauders of the Deccan,” (the Mabrat-
tas) ¢ by their chaftifement at Paneyput,
¢ and allaying the ferments of the difcor-
¢ dant and the falious by the wifdom of
¢¢ their aufpicious councils, pafled feven
¢¢ years in harmony and eafe.”

The Mahrattas had fuffered fo very fe-
verely by their defeat at Paneyput, that
M 4 fome
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fome years pafled away before they would
venture to do any thing of confequence
again in thenorthern provinces. At length,
having refolved to deprive the Afgans of
thofe countries, which, by the favour of
Ahmed Abdallee, they held in the Doib,
Mahdo Jee Sindea, (the fucceflor of Mal-
har Row) Toke JeeHolcar, and other chiefs,
croffed the Jumna with a confiderable body
of troops, in the year 176q.

Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, who continued to
manage affairs at Delhi in the abfence of
the Kiug, as nominal minifter, on hearing
this intelligence, and finding that the
Mahrattas were in great force, made a me-
rit of neceflity, and joined thefe marau-
ders in their depredations againft the Fdts;
and at the fame time a negociation was
opened through his mediation between the
Afgan chiefs and Mahratta commanders,
refpe@ing the furrender of thofe diftriGs
in the Doib to which the latter laid claim.
Doondee Khan, who had never much con-
cerned him{elf in the care of thefe diftriéts,

was
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was willing to come to an amicable com -
promife ‘with the Mahrattas; and, in a
council of the chiefs which was held on
the occafion, faid,—¢¢ I have no ability to
¢ meet the chiefs of the fouth in the
¢ doubtful firife of war :—if they will,
¢ from a defire of peace and amity, per-
¢ mit me to retain the diftri& of Shikko-
¢ habid alone, I fhall acknowledge their
« kindoefs; but if not, I fhall lift my
¢¢ hands from thefe poficflions altogether.”
Hafiz Rahmut, who was prefent,
and whofe pofleflions in the Doib were
valuable and produflive, with a charac-
teriftick boldnefs, laying his hand upon
his {cymitar, replied, ¢« Whillt 1
¢ live, I fhall hope; mnor will I fuffer
¢ an ill-timed and groundlefs defpon-
¢ dence to deprive me of thofe favours
¢ which, with the help of God, I re-
¢ ceived from the illuftrious Abdallee!”
— On the council breaking up, Doondee
Khan went off to his own diftni&, and
Hafiz Rahmut and his party proceeded to
take fuch fteps as thewed them determined

‘ to
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to oppofe the views of the Mahrattas with
all their might. For this purpofe they en-
tered into a treaty with Ahmed Khan
Bungith, promifing, inlieu of his fupport,
to cede to him fome of thofe lands which
lay contigious to the Ferrochabad govern-
ment.—To the firft overtures made on this
bufinefs to Ahmed Khan they received a
favourable anfwer; and relying upon the
aid which they thould derive from this al-
liance, a confiderable body of the Robhillas
marching down to Sandee, crofled the
Ganges at Futty Ghurr. Hafiz Rahmut,
however, had not deliberated on this oc-
cafion with his ufual forefight and fagacity.
—Ahmed Khan Bungith, whofe country
lay open to the inroads of the Mahrattas,
was fearful of expofing himfelf to their
indignation ; and, notwithftanding his re-
ply to the requifitions of the Rohillas,
delayed, on a variety of pretexts, to take
any decided part againft them ; and many
of the Rohillas themfelves being little in-
terefted concerning the retention of terri-
tories, from which the immediate poffef-
' fors
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fors alone reaped any advantage, became
diffatisfied and mutinous ; {o that, after
fome months trifling and fruitlefs opera-
tion, Hafiz found himfelf obliged to give
up the fort of Etdwa, and the furround-
ing country, to the Mahrattas, and retired
beyond the Ganges.

Perhaps their lofs of territory in the
Doib, by circumfcribing their line of de-
fence, might have added to the real
ftrength of the Rohillas, inftead of di-
minithing it: but the Afgan interefts,
thortly after this, {uffered an irreparable
blow in the death of Nijeeb-al-Dowlah,
who, from the period of his fucceeding
Ghazee-ad-deen in the office of prime mi-
pifter, had continued for the remainder of
his life to fupport the laft wretched frag-
ment of the fallen empire at Delhi, with
a firmnefs which would in happier times
have infured him the approbation and ap-
plaufe of mankind; and although, 1in this
laft fcene of it, the urgency of prefent
neceflity conftrained himn to take a part
with
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with their opponents, yet, as well from
natural relation as from political connec-
tion, he had always been warmly attached
‘to the Afgan party. — He left a fon named
Zabita Khan, who fucceeded his father in
the pofleflion of his territories in the
northern part of Rohilcund and the Dodb,

The Rohilla confederacy likewife fuf-
fered much at this time by the death of
Doondee Khan, who had, along with
Hafiz Rahmut, been appointed by Allee
Mahummed joint guardian to his children.
His chara&er ftood high among thofe of
his tribe, for generofity of {pirit, and gal-
lantry in war—infomuch, that they affert,
that the acquifition of Rohilla indepen-
dence in Kuttdher may, in a great meafure,
be afcribed to the popularity of his man-
ners and the prudence of his councils.

Having attained the age of feventy years,
he died in Bifloolee of an apoplexy.—He
left three fons, Mahboola Khan, Fittahoola
Khan, and Azeemoola Khan, who divided
the diftrits of Moradabad and Bifloolee

(which
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(which had fallen to the lot of their father
in the ufurpation of the territory by the
guardians) among themfelves.— Not long
after this Ahmed Khan Bungith died at
Ferrochabad, leaving the inheritance of
his poffeflions to his fon Muzziffer Jung.

The expulfion of the Rohillas from the
Doab, and the utter extin@tion of the
Muflulman confequence at Delhi, in the
death of Nijecb-al-Dowlah, removed every
obftru&tion to the execution of thofe
fchemes which the Mahrattas had at this
time planned for extending their dominion
and confirming their power in the capital
of the empire. They accordingly took
pofleffion of Delhi, and wrote to the Em-
peror Shah Aulum, who then refided under
the protetion of the Englith at Alleha-
bad, holding forth to him the moft flatter-
ing propofals of reinftating him in the
aucient feat of government, and reftoring
him to the dignity of his anceftors, if he
would forfake his prefent friends, and

affume
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aflume the reins of imperial authority at
Dellii.

The fituation of this prince at Alle-
" habad, as a penfioner of the Englith, owing
not only his prefent nominal dignity, but
perhaps even his exiftence to their pro.
te@ion and fupport, however mortifying
it might be to his pride, yet was certainly
preferable to any advantage he could expeét
to derive from throwing himfelf upon the
Mahrattas, who being the hereditary ene-
mies of his family and religion, could
not be fuppofed to feel any attachment to
his perfon; and in fa&, only wanted to
make him the tool of their own defigns.—
He was fenfible that his relinquithing the
protection of the Englith muft neceflarily
be attended with the lofs of his annual
ftipend, which was drawn from the re
venues of the Bengal Provinces; as the
flate of circulation of {pecie in the em-
pire was not now by any means the fame
as 1t had been, whilft the court and the

capital flourithed in the vigour of the
Mogul
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Mogul Government. — In former times,
when the lower provinces ufed to yield a
regular tribute to the Emperors (which
they have not done for above half a cen-
tury paft) the greateft part of it was re-
mitted by bills upon Delhi and Lahore,
for the payment of which {ufficient funds
were there fupplied in the fale' and con-
fumption of the rich manufaQures of Ben-
gal; in fa@, if it had not been fo, no
tribute could ever have been remitted ; and
when the depredations of Nadir Shah, and
a variety of other circumftances, contri-
buted, by impoverithing the court, to ftop
the vent for thefe commodities in this
quarter, the ftoppage of the tribute was a
neceflary and inevitable confequence, in-
dependent of any actual defetion on the
part of the Nabobs of Bengal ; as it was ut-
terly impoflible that thefame, orindeed any
confiderable fum, could ever be continued
to be tran{mitted in ca/b, from a country of
which gold and filver form no part of the
natural products.—All thefe circumftances
Shah Aulum muft have been well aware

of,
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of, and knew that the Englifh could not,
in common prudence, continue to tranf-
mit to him, whilft at fo great a diftance,
large fums in {pecie (the only mode of re-
mittance now remaining,) which muft be
at once a fatal drain to the countries from
whence they were taken, and anaffiftance to
the Mahrattas, whofe views were avowedly
inimical to all their allies. =~ He was how-
ever induced, by the fuggeftions of a
childith vamty, and the idle hope of re-
ftoring the Mogul empire to its former
luftre, to leave Korah (a city in the neigh-
bourhood of Allehabad, where he then re-
fided) and, contrary to the advice of all
his real friends and well-wifhers, proceed-
ed to Delhi in the year 1770.

On his arrival at the capital, the Mah.
rattas enthroned him with theufualceremo-
nies, (which, in fuch circumftances, could
only be termed a mockery of royalty,)
and caufed him to iffue fuch firmans and
grants as beft coincided with their views :
and the Shah, as a reward for their pre-

tended
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tended fidelity to his caufe, made over ta
them, bya formal inftrument, the provinces
of Korah and Allehabid, and alfo every
territory to the eaft of Delhi without ex-
ception ; thus giving them an unirefttained
commiffion to extend their ravages into al}
the countries on each fide of the Ganges,

In order to underftand the deﬁgns and
fubfequent operations of the Mahrattas,
it may be neceflary here to obferve that the
river Ganges, which forms the natural
boundary of Rohilcund to the weft, is
fordable only within the compafs of that
territory, and no where lower down, fo
that the province of Oude, which lies to the
fouthward, 1s invulnerable to thofe ma-
rauders, excepting through the former
country, as their numerous bodies of horfe
have no {ure means of advance and retreat
but by the fhallows of the Ganges during
the dry feafon ; their defultory methad of
carrying on war not fuiting with the con-
ftru&tion of bridges, and other tedious and
expenfive military works, (fuch as might

N give
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give them a command of the paflage of
unfordable rivers,) nor their mode of fight-
ing calculated for the defence of them,

On taking a view of the extenfive theatre
of altion which now lay before them,
the Mahratta commanders perceived that,
as the diftrits of Korah and Allehabid
were in fome meafure defended by a con-
{iderable body of Britith troops lying in
that neighbourhood, their moft advifeable
plan of operation would be to dire& their
firft attacks againft the territories of the
Rohillas, fo as through them to find an
inroad to the dominions of Suja-al-Dowlah,
where their principal views were direc-
ted.

Under colour, therefore, of the grants
which they had procured or exalted from
the Emperor, when the feafon for- a&tion
arrived, the Mahrattas took the field *,

* Dec, 1771,
and



ROHILLA AFGANXS, 173

and firft turned their arms againft Zabita
Khan, who held the pofieffions bequeathed
to him by his father, in the {ame inde-.
pendent manner as the other Afgan chiefs,
Zabita Khan, little prepared for fuch an
attack, threw himfelf with what forces
he could mufter into the intrenchments
which had formerly been confirulted by
Nijeeb-al-Dowlah at Sooker-Tal/* ; the ene-
my, however, being provided with {fome
heavy artillery, prefled fo clofely upon
him, that he was foon conftrained to eva=~
cuate his lines, and to make a precipitate
retreat over the Ganges, under cover of
the night. The Mahrattas, two days after,
pafled that river by the ford at Corrimbofs-
gaut, in purfuit of him; and followed
him fo clofely that he fled towards the
hills above Lolldong in the utmoft confter-
nation, leaving his family and valuable
effe@ts at the fort of Pattergirr or Nijeeb-
abad, the capital of his territory beyond
the Ganges, which the enemy prefently

* Page 134.

N 2 attacked



174 HISTORY OF THE

attacked and carried without difficulty.
Here they feized Zabita Khan's mother, his
wives, two brothers, and four of his ¢hil-
dren, and fent them off to their camp on
the weft of the Ganges : they alfo plun-
dered this city, and all the furrounding
towns and villages, with their ufual avidity ;
aid with a favage ferocity, dire&ed per-
haps by religious prejudices more than by
a wanton {pirit of defolation, deftroyed
toft of the mofques and other publick
puildings, and in particular defaced the
monument of Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, a piece
of remarkably curious and coftly work-
manthip.

‘The Rohilla chiefs, who appear on this
occafion to have been totally unprepared
for refiftance, were ftruck with terror at
the unexpeéted progrefs of the Mahrattas ;
and following the example of Zabita Khan,
retired with their families and treafures
into the forefts of Gungapore, where they
firongly intrenched themfelves; and con-
tinued fthut up in that manner near four
months: in the mean time, the Mahrattas

ranged
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ranged at pleafure throughout the wholg
country, plundering, burning and dgﬁrq_y-
ing all before them.

At length Suja-al-Dowlah, alarmed by
the danger which threatened his domi-
nions, advanced with fome Englith bat-
tallions under the command of Brigadier
General Sir Robert Barker, (then com-
mander in chief of the Bengal army,) to
Shawbad on the borders of his territories 3
and from hence Captain Harper (a gen-
tleman who for fome time commanded a
corps in the province of Oude, and whofg
knowledge of the politicks of thefe coun-
tries, was remarkably accurate and exten-
five) was deputed to the Rohilla chiefs,
in order to open with them a negotiation
with refpe&t to fuch meafures as might
tend to the effeCtual expulfion of the Mah-
rattas from their territories.—Hafiz Rah-
mut, on this gentleman’s approach, ven-
tured out of his intrenchments, and pro-
ceeded with him to the camp of Suja-al-
Dowlah, with whom he had an interview

N 3 on
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on the banks of the Ramgunga.” The par-
ticulars of the conference are not related ;
but the event of it was a treaty * of mutual
defente and co-operation between the Ro-
hillas and the Subadir of Oude, and an
engagement by Hafiz-Rahmut, on the part
of the former (expreflly comprehending
in the obligation of it a// the Sirdars of
Rohilcund) to pay to Suja-al-Dowlah the
fum of forty lacks of rupees, for his af-
fiftance in repelling the common enemy,
and reftoring the feveral chiefs to their
pofleflions, in whatever manner this
might be effeted ; and of which zen lacks
were to be payable immediately, and the
remainder by inftallments+; and there
was a particular claufe in this agreement,
that if the Mahrattas thould, on account
of the latenefs of the feafon I, retire for

* See Appendix, No. 1.

4 See Appendix, No. 2.

1 This negotiation took place in June 1772.—~The
rains generally commence in thefe northern countries,
in the latter end of that month, or the beginning of
July, and end in O&ober; but the great rivers are
not fordable until December.

‘ the
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the prefent, the force and meaning of it
were to extend, in every refpe@, to the
year enfuing. ‘This treaty, and agree-
ment, in order to give them greater vali-
dity and effe& in the minds of the con-
tralting parties, were executed and {fworn
toin the prefence of the Britith comman-
derin chief, and counterfigned by him,

¢« It is here neceffary to remark,” fays
the Rohilla hiftorian, ¢ that nothing ex-
¢« cept a weaknefs of judgement from his
¢ advanced age, or a decree of unerring
providence hanging over him for his
¢ injuftice to the children of his friend,
¢« could ever have led Hafiz Rahmut to
¢ enter into this rath and impolitick treaty,
¢ by which he threw the Afgans upon
¢ the protection of aliens, and with his
¢ own hand ratified the inftrument of his
¢ future ruin.”

(13

The feafon being fo far advanced, no-
thing of material confequence occurred
after this tranfa&ion.—The Mahrattas re-

N 4 tired
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tired unrnolefted to Delhi, and the Ro-
hillas returned to their refpetive homes,
which, efpecially in the northern diftriéts,
prefented them with fcenes of the moft
deplorable defolation.—Suja-al-Dowlah re-
turned to Fyzabad, leaving a few troops
cantoned at Sandee for the remainder of
the fealon.

Soon after the retreat of the Mahrattas,
Buxy Sirddr Khan, having contrated a
fever in the Gungapore woods, died at a
yery advanced age ; and the following cha-
ralter of him (literally taken from the
original) may not, perhaps, be unaccept-
able to our readers :—¢ For ninety for-
¢ tunate years Sirddr Khan lived in this
¢ vale of wretchednefs and forrow:—he
“ was an holy and religious perfon :—
¢¢ from the day of mature difcernment
¢ to the laft afpiration of mortal exiftence,
¢ he was daily feen in the congregations
““ of the mofques, and in the aflemblies
4 of the pious: he was a man juft in his
¢¢ fentiments, and upright in his deal-

' “ ings;
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ings ¢ he was not, like others of his
tribe, a violator of the ties of friend-
thip, or an oppreflor of the helplefs ;
and excepting the due returns of the
revenue, he took not from the indigent
labourer, or the ufeful tiller of the
ground, a fingle exation.—He retained
his faculties to the laft moment of his
life s and previous to the final departure
of that immortal {park which conneé&s
the hwman with the divine exiftence,
whilft his reafon was yet alive to the
concerns of this tranfitory ftate, he
made an equitable diftribution of the
bleflings he enjoyed from providence a-
mong his heirs,” &c.

Ahmed Khan and Meer Mahummed

Khan, the Buxy’s two eldeft fons, quar-
relling concerning the divifion of their fa-
ther’s country, raifed a difturbance which
tended greatly to inflame fome difcords
already prevailing in Rohilcund.

Ahmed Khan, being the fenior, ap-

pealed
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pealed to Hafiz Rahmut, who decided in
his favour ; upon which Meer Mahum-
med raifed troaps, and attempicd to pofiefs
himfelf of the diftri&t of Ahrat (which
had been a part of his father’s affumed
eftates) by force: but Futtee Khan Khan-
faman met him on the banks of the Soof
Nulla, totally routed the infurgents, and
took Mahummed prifoner.

This infurreftion was not yet quelled,
when another of a more capital and dan-
gerous nature arofe ; and Hafiz Rahmut,
who had unjuftly ufurped the rights of
thofe children whom his friend had com-
mitted to his guardianfhip and prote&ion,
was doomed to fee his own fon rife up in
rebellion againit him.

Eniit Khan, the eldeft fon of Hafiz
Rahmut, had always exhibited marks of a
quarrelfome and turbulent difpofition ; and
now, on fome trifling difference with his
father, raifed a body of three thoufand of
his friends and followers, and furprifing

the
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the fort of Bar¢llee, fhut the gates againft
him, declaring his rcfolution to hold that
diftri& in future as his own. Hafiz Rah-
mut, aware that ufing open force againft
his fon might raife difturbances deftruce
tive to Baréllee and the neighbouring coun-
try, retired to Peeleabéte, from whence
he wrote to all the other chiefs requiring
their affiftance to crufh this rebellion. On
the troops being colleéted in confequence
of this {fummons, the wily chief, in order
to draw his fon from Baréllee, had re-
courfe to a ftratagem perfe@ly confiftent
with the duplicity of his chara&er; cau-
fing a grant to be drawn out, in the name
of Endit Khan, of the diftri&t of Selim-
pore, which he fent to him with a letter
—— ¢¢ affuring him of his forgivenefs ;
¢ taking blame to himfelf fora deficiency
¢¢ of parental indulgence, and defiring him
¢ to go and take pofeflion of the above
¢¢ lands, which he hoped would be con-
¢¢ fidered by him as fufficient prefent pro-
¢ vifion; and promifing to reward his
¢ obedience in theampleft manner.” This

B artifice
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artifice was attended with the defired ef-
fet. In a few days Eniit Khan and his
followers left Baréllee, intending to pro-
ceed to Selimpore. Hafiz Rahmut imime-
diately detached a {cle@ body of troops
in order to feize his fon, which after a
flight fkirmith was effeGted. When the ua-
fortunate and mifguided youth was taken,
his father declared his refolution to put
him to death, but was perfuaded to adopt
the {carce more lenient meafure of banifh-
ing him out of Rohilcund, without any
means of {ubliiftence.—Enait Khan, thus
left deftitute, went to Suja-al-Dowlah, and
after remaining at Fyzabad near twelve
months, being reduced to extreme want,
returned in defpair to Rohilcund. His fa-
ther pofitively refufed him admittance
into Baréllee, and he returned to a neigh-
bouring village, where he fhortly after
died of a broken heart, amidft all the mi-
fery of too late repentance and unavailing
remorfe ; — thus,” fays the Rohilla narra-
tor, ** wasthe parental imprecation amply
s¢ fulfilled in him ; Hafiz Rahmut, three

I ¢ different
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¢« different times during his rebellion,
“ having gone to the Mofque and prayed
“ aloud, faying, Caufe the cup of hbis life,
““ O God! tooverflow whilft yet in bis youth,
“ [o that no fruit may ever [pring from that
“ inaufpicious branct 5 and never let me be
 expofed to the fhame of again bebolding
“ his face.”

In addition to this, and fimilar domef-
tick difturbances, thz defe&ion of Zabita
Khan contributed not a little to weaken
the power of the Afgans at this period.—
His family having been carried off from
Patterglrr, as already related, he ap-
plied to Suja-al-Dowlah, intreating Lim
to intercede with Mahda Jee Sindhea, the
Mahratta commander, for their releafe,.—
Suja-al-Dowlah accordingly direted his
minifter, Elitch Khan, who was then at
Delhi, to make the proper applications
upon this fubje®, and the requeft was
granted on condition that Zabita Khan
thould come over to the Mahrattas, which

he
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he accordingly did, in Auguft, A. D.
1772,

Mahda Jee Sindhea, foon after this, pro-
ceeded to Poona by the route of Jeyna-
glr, being called thither by fome late
difputes between Mahda Row Nirraen, the
Peithwa, and his uncle, Ragonet Row,
which were likely to occafion difturbances
in the Décan.— He left the command of
the army to the Mahratta gencrals, Toko
Jee Holcar, and Beyfa Jece Pundit, who,
as the feafon fit for ation approached, de-
termined to march once more into Rohil-
cund.

The Mahrattas, on firft taking the ficld,
in November, 1772, as the Ganges was
not yet fordable, moved fome way down
the Dodb, with an apparent view of com-
mencing their operations in that country :
but, underftanding that they were likely
to meet with effe€tual oppofition, upon
their {pies bringing them intelligence that
the Ganges had become fordable, they fud-

denly
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denly turned, and direlted their route to
Ramghaut.

From hence the Mahratta commanders
(merely as a pretext for their future pro-
ceedings) fent letters to the Rohilla chiefs,
demanding payment of the bonds for fifty
lacks of rupees, which they had fome
years ago given to Sefdar Jung®, and
which had been transferred by him to
Mulhar Row.

The chiefs, inftead of returning any ex-
plicit anfwer to thefe requifitions, aflem-
bled their forces at a place about fifteen
miles diftant from Ramghaut, and from
thence detached a chofen body under the
command of Ahmed Khan, (who had fuc-
ceeded Sirdar Khan in the office of Buxy)
with dire&tions to guard the ford at Ram-
ghaut, and to feize all the boats on that
part of the river.

The Buxy accordingly marched, but in-
ftead of following his inftructions, by

* Page 113,
which
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which he would, at all events, have con-
ftrained the enemy to feek a paflage much
higher up, contented himfelf with throw-
ing a part of his forces into a {mall fort
which commanded the road from the
ghaut, or ford, into the country, but was
not fo fituated as to defend the paflage over
the river. Whatever other meafures he
might have intended to purfue, it would
appear that he did not adopt them with
{ufficient celerity; as Holcar found means
to effect a paflage for his army early the
next morning, his cavalry fording at the
ufual place, and his infantry and rocket.
men being tranfported in boats (many of
which they found at hand, notwithftand-
ing the injun&ions given to the Buxy) a
little lower down :—and the next day he
attacked the Buxy in the fort, and foon
obliged him to {urrender, and give up all
his artillery and ammunition. From
hence the viorious marauders proceeded
to Sumbull, and plundered all the country

between that city and Moradabid ;—but
they were not long unoppofed.

It
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It has been already faid, that the unfor~
tunate and impotent Emperor, Shah Au-

lum, on deferting his prote&tors, and une-
dertaking his romantick expedition to Del-
hi, thereby throwing himfelf into the
power of the Mahrattas, was compelled
to grant firmans, making over to them
the provinces of Korah and Allehabad *.
—Some of their motions, before they pro-
ceeded to Rohilcund, having indicated an
intention on their part to take pofleflion of
thefe territories, it was judged expedient
by the Britith government to march a body
of troops that way, to be at hand, to pro-
te&t them, if neceflary ;—our ally, the Vi-
zier, being greatly apprechenfive of the
confequences, fhould the Mahrattas be
permitted to eftablith themfelves fo very
near to him. Accordingly, the firft bri-
gade of the Englith army, then ftationed
at Dinapore, took the field in the begin-
ning of A. D. 1773, under the command
of Brigadier-general Sir Robert Barker,
and marched into the province of Owyde,
from whence a detachment was fent to

0O garrifon
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garrifon the fort of Allehabad, and another
to occupy the lines at Cawnpore, in order
to fecure the paflage of the Ganges, thould
there be occafion to crofs that river, for
the purpofe of covering thofe countries
which were apprehended to be the object of
the Mahrattas’ defigns. As foon, how-
ever, as intelligence was received of the
Mahrattas having marched to Ramghaut,
with a view to renew their attacks upon
Rohilcund, the combined armies of the
Englifh and Suja-al-Dowlah advanced te-
wards thit country by rapid marches, and
arrived at Shawbad at the period when
Toko Jee crofled the Ganges, and defeated
the Rohillas under the Buxy, as before
mentioned.

The Englifh, immediately after this af-
air, proceeded to Ramghaut, and had
nearly furprifed a body of four thoufand
Mahratta horfe whilft fording the Gan-
ges at the Ghaut of Gurrickpore, about
five miles below that place, in order to re-
inforce their friends on that fide: the

greateft
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greateft part of them was in the middle of
the river, when the Britith army came in
fight, upon which they fuddenly returned,
and marched up the weftern bank, towards
Ramghaut, (where Beyfa Jee was en-
camped with part of the Mahratta army
and all their artillery and heavy baggage)
whilft the Britith and Vizier’s troops con-
tinued their route along the oppofite thore,
until they arrived at Affidpore, within
fight of Beyfa Jee’s encampment.—Here
the Mahrattas commenced a cannonade
againft the Englith; but this was foon
an{wered by the latter with fuch effe& as
- prefently filenced their artillery, and
obliged their whole army to change their
ground with fome precipitation.

The condu& of Hafiz Rahmut and 'the
other Rohilla chiefs, during thefe tranf-
aftions, had exhibited great duplicity ; in
fomuch that the Britith general was not
without apprehenfion of fome collufion be-
tween them and the Mahrattas ; and thefe
fufpicions were increafed by their fo long

Oz delaying
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delaying to join him with their forces.—
The truth was, that Hafiz Rahmut, un-
willing, however able he might be, to take
upon himfelf the entire fulfilment of the
engagement which he had entered into
with Suja-al-Dowlah the preceding year,
was defirous, if he could not altogether
evade it, at all events to bear as little as
poflible of the burden; and he had al-
ready applied to the other chiefs, endea-
vouring to convince them of the neceflity
of their affifting him 1n the difcharge of
the obligation which had been agreed to by
him for their common benefit. His re-
monftrances, however, were attended with
no effe® : fome declared that he had no
right to bind them to fuch a condition,—
whilft the majority ridiculed the idea of any
treaty whatever being held obligatory upon
the contralting parties, where it couldeither
be infringed with benefit, or broken with-
out danger.—Many, indeed, were not al-
together without a fufpicion that if Hafiz
Rahmut fhould obtain their fubfidies in
this behalf, he would convert the money

to
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to his own ufe, and flill endeavour to
break his contra& with the Vizier, fo that
they would remain as liable to be involved
in a quarrel with that power on this ac-
count as ever ; and they unanimoufly ad-
vifed Hafiz Rahmut, in cafe he fhould be
again prefled by the Vizier on this fubject,
to protract the final adjuftment of it on va-
rious pretences, to amufe him with delu-
five hopes, and to truft to future events to
extricate him, without expence, from his
obligation.—Hafiz did, in effe®, adopt
this laft plan, which was much more con-
fonant to his own ideas of political ma-
nagement than any other ; and determined,
in cafe the Mahrattas fhould attempt a fe-
cond irruption into Rohilcund, to avoid
foliciting the aid of his former prote&ors,
an interview with whom would inevitably
lead to demands which he was now re-
folved not to comply with; nor was he
without hopes of being able (for he had
now complete warning of the enemy’s de-
figns) to defend the paffages of the Ganges
with the Robhilla forces alone, It was with

O3 this



192 HISTORY OF THE

this view that, on the approach of the
Mahrattas towards Ramghaut, he detached
the Buxy to guard the fords as already
mentioned ; and had that officer done his
duty, it is probable that Hafiz might not
have been difappointed in his expeétations,
and that the Mahrattas might have met
with an effe¢tual check, without any im-
mediate neceflity of calling-upon the Vi-
zier for his affiftance. The mifmanage-
ment or treachery of the Buxy, however,
opening a way for the invaders, fuggefted
another idea to him, by which he might
at once avoid their violence, and fecure
himfelf againft any difagrecable confe-
quences from his non-compliance with the
Vizier’s demands.—This was no lefs than
to enter into a confederacy with the Mah-
rattas themf{clves l—by which they were
to obtain, under certain reftriétions, a per-
manent {cttlement in the country, on en-
gaging to defend the Rohillas againft ¢¢ all
¢ their enemics ;”—and he aGually em-
ployed emiflaries privately to negotiate this
defperate propofal with the Mahratta com-

’ manders ;—
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manders :—but all his {chemes were fruf-
trated by the rapid and unwithed-for ad-
vance of the allied army, and Hafiz Rah-
mut found himfelf, by his own crooked
and temporizing policy, entangled in a la-
byrinth of perplexity and diftrefs. Yet,
even at this time, when the enemy, not-
withftanding his fecret overtures to them,
were plundering and laying wafte all the
more defencelefs parts of the country, he
endeavoured to procraftinate his junéion
with Suja-al-Dowlah as long as poffible :
—at length, finding that the allies had al-
ready advanced into the heart of the Ro-
hilla territories, and underftanding that
they were fully aware of his treacherous
proceedings, and had even refolved to at-
tack him, thould he confirm the fufpicions
his conduét had excited by any longer de-
lay, he collefted his forces, and joined
Suja-al-Dowlah the next day after the can-
nonade between the Englith and Beyfa
Jee *.  Some days after that event, as the

P
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Mahratta army was now divided, part of
it being ftill at Sumbull in Rohilcund un-
der Toko Jee, and the remainder under
Beyfa Jee, to the weftward of the Ganges,
it was determined to attack them in both
quarters at the fame time. With this
view the Britith troops forded the river at
Ramghaut, whillt Suja-al-Dowlah and
Hafiz Rahmut prepared to advance with
their united forces againft Toko Jee.
Beyfa Jee, when hc heard of the approach
of the brigade, decamped in the utmoft
hurry and confufion, and went off to the
diftance of forty miles in a fingle march.
From fome fufpicions which Suja-al-Dow-
lah ftill entertained of Hafiz Rahmut, the
other part of the concerted operation was
not executed by him;—but the Englifh,
recrofling the Ganges the next day after
the flight of Beyfa Jee, proceeded towards
Sumbull; upon which Toko Jee retreated
to Péot, a town upon the Ganges, about
fifty miles above Ramghaut, and croffed
the river at that place on a bridge of boats,
which he afterwards deftroyed. The

"~ Mahratta
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Mahratta army made fome movements
wbich indicated an intention of again crofs
fing into Rohilcund at Corrimbofsghaut, a
confiderable diftance higher up the river ;
but the brigade, advancing by rapid marches
to that place, prevented them, whilft the
Vizier with his troops guarded all the fords
at Ramghaut and the neighbourhood ; and
as the hot feafon approached, and the
Ganges began to be {welled by the melting
of the {nows on the northern mountains,
they were conftrained for the prefent to
relinquith all thoughts of renewing their
depredations to the eaftward, and retired
to Etiwa.

The Rohilla country being thus entirely
freed from the Mahrattas, Suja-al-Dowlah
began to prefs Hafiz Rahmut upon the
forty lacks, due by his engagement, of
which he (the Vizier) had agreed to make
over a moiety to the Englith (over and
above the ftipulated monthly fubfidy) asa
confideration for their affiftance; and he
was fupportcd m his requifition by the

Britith



19% HISTORY OF THE

Britith commander in chief, who having
affifted at the original negociation, and
given the treaty the fanion of his coun-
ter-fignature, had a right to infit on the
punétual obfervance of it.—They could
not, however, get any thing more from
Hafiz than general profeffions, and ac-
nowledgments of the juftice of the debt,
with excufes of the 1nability of the Rohil-
las todifcharge it, or any partofit, at pre-
fent, owing to the defolated ftate of their
territories. ‘The Vizier would willingly
have taken occafion, from hence, to ap-
propriate the country of Hafiz Rahmut in
lieu of the debt ; aftep in which he would
certainly have been fully juftified by the
Rohillas' treacherous breach of faith in
this as well as in other particulars ;—and
he held forth fome very advantageous offers
about this time to the Britith government
(through the commander in chief) for
their afliftance 1n the profecution of a de-
fign he had formed to this purpofe :—but
as the Mahrattas were ftill in great force
in the Dodb, and might probably endea-

vour
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vour to poflefs themfelves of the provin=
ces of Korah and Allehabid (which were
the original obje&ts of prote&tion) whilft
Suja-al-Dowlah and his allies thould be en-
gaged in this bufinefs, it was judged pru-
dent to decline entering upon it; and it
was thought at any rate moft expedient,
both in juftice and in policy, * to give the
Rohillas full time, that they might have
a fair opportunity to fulfil their obligations
before any meafures thould be adopted to
compel them.

In the mean time, as the feafon was al-
ready very far advanced, and the country
was reftored to perfeét tranquillity, the
Britith and Vizier’s troops returned into
the province of Owde, and the former
were ftationed in cantonments at Sultan-
pore upon the Glimty (a river which runs

[ ]

# Perhaps a want-of money and deficiency of po-
litical fyftem were more cogent reafons than any other
for relinquifhing this undertaking at the prefent pe-
tiod,

through
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through the province of Owde, wathing
Lucknow in its courfe) to ferve as a check
upon the future defigns of the Mahrattas.

What farther views thefe marauders
might have entertained is not pofitively
known ; but, happily for the peace of thofe
provinces, which had for five years groaned
under their wafteful depredations, the
whole were about this period fuddenly
called off by the troubles at Poona,
where Ragonet Row had put to death the
Peithwa, his nephew, fucceeded him in his
office, and had been afterwards depofed by
the faction of Sindhea and other chiefs ; fo
that the affairs of their government were
thrown into the utmoft confufion, and
their country threatened with a civil war;
which rendered the prefence of Toko Jee
Holcar and his army abfolutely neceflary
at Poona, in order to give a decided weight
in favour of *the new adminiftration.
They accordingly called in all their detach-
ments, and withdrawing the whole of

their forces from the Dodb, excepting a
I {mall
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fmall body which was ftationed at Etiwa,
went off to their own dominions, without
leaving any eftablifhment to retain poffef-
fion or colle&t the revenues of the diftrits
they had lately overrun in the northern
part of that territory.——Ahmed Khan
Buxy (who had furrendered to Toko Jee
Holcar at Ramghaut) * was at this period
releafed by the Mahratta commander, who
prefented him with an elephant and palen-
kin, and difmiffed him with fuch tokens
of cordiality and refpeét as raifed a fufpi-
cion (perhaps notill founded) of fome col-
lufive management in the affair of Ram-
ghaut, where the Buxy had exhibited fuch
a glaring deficiency in the profecution of
thofe meafures which were neceflary for
the repulfe of the enemy.

In fa&, the chara&eriftick treachery of
the Rohillas, and their continually endea-
vouring to circumvent or overturn each
other, was ruinous to the caufe on every

* Page 186.
occafion,
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occafion which required exertion and u-
nanimity, and feemed to increafe with the
increafe of their misfortunes, {o as at once
to excite the refentment of their allies, and
render them incapable of oppofing its ef-
fe@s.—This {pirit, {o detrimental to their
welfare, and {o ruinous to them in its
ultimate confequences, appears in every
anecdote refpecting the internal adminiftra-
tion of their government; and a moft
ftriking inftance of 1t was at this time ma-
nifefted, in the treatment of Sydoola
Khan’s Begum, and of Mahummed-Yir
Khan, the fourth fon of Allee Mahum-
med, and now, excepting Fyzoola-Khan,
the only furvivor. It has already been
obferved that the guardians, on making a
final partition of the province of Kuttiiher
among themfelves, in detriment to thofe
who, although they poflefled no /ega/ title,
were neverthelefs, as the children of Allee
Mahummed, the natural heirs to his ufur-
pations, had provided for the fubfiftence
of Sydoola Khan, by a penfion #, for the

* Page 121.
payment
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payment of which funds were eftablithed
by each of the four principal chiefs grant-
ing aflignments (to the amount fpecified
in the agreement) upon that portion of
the territory which fell to his fhare in the
aforefaid general partition.—Thefe aflign-
ments were made over to the Buxy, who
was authorized, from the nature of his of-
fice, to colle&t the money and apply it to
the intended purpofe.

On the deceafe of Sydoola Khan, a pen-
fion of three lacks of rupees per annum
was continued, 1in like manner, to the
Begum his widow :—this, however, was
very irregularly paid ; and the late incur-
fions of the Mahrattas having defolated
Rohilcund 1n many places, furnifhed a
pretext for withholding it altogether. —
On the Mahrattas withdrawing into their
own country, the Degum, fhortly after
the Buxy’s releafe, feized the opportunity
of the chiefs being fill together in the
field, to lay before them a reprefentation
of her claims, and the diftre{s under which

the
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the laboured, and intreated the difcharge
of the arrears due upon her penfion: at
the fame time Mahummed-Yéir Khan
made loud complaints of the injurious and
cruel negle& he fuftained, and of the mi-
fery to which he was reduced from the
total want of a maintenance.— Hafiz Rah-
mut, on their applying to him, with his
ufual duplicity referred them to the Baxy,
as the perfon who was refponfible for the
liquidation of all publick demands: the
Buxy, however, denied in the ftrongeft
terms his obligation to continue the pay-
ment of the Begum’s penfion, unlefs he
thould be enabled to do fo by the feveral
chiefs granting freth aflignments upon
thofe parts of their country which, not
having fuffered from the late invafions,
were now in a produtive ftate : the fons
and co-heirs of Doondy Khan, on being
folicited in this behalf, at once rejected the’
appeal, declaring their father’s agreement
to contribute to the {fupport of Allee Ma-
hummed’s family in no wife binding upoti
them.—At length, after much fruitlefs

negotiation,
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fegotiation, Hafiz, in order to put an end
to the matter for the prefent, privately
fent a meflage by a confidential fervant to
the Buxy, advifing him to give written
obligations to the Begum and to Mahum-
med-Yar Khar, as well for the arrears due
to the former, as for the payment of a re-
gular annuity to the latter; adding——
¢¢ that when the Rohilla army thould be
¢ difbanded, and the people feparated to
¢¢ their feveral places of abode; he could
¢t then, without danger of any popular
¢ infurreCtion in favour of the parties,
¢¢ confult his own convenience with re-
¢« fpect to the fulfilment of them :”—This
infidious advice the Buxy ftritly conform-
ed to, and prevailed upon Mahummed-Yar
and the Begum to accept thofe frail tefti-
monials of their rights; but never after-
wards paid them a fingle rupee; and even
wrefted from.the former a fmall farm, pro-
ducing about feven thoufand rupees per
annum, which had been fettled upon him

by Buxy Sirdir Khan.

P ‘ Soon
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Soon after the Mahrattas had evacuated
Rohilcund, Futteh-Khan Khanfaman was
feized with a palfy in his left fide, of which
he died in a few weeks.—He left fix fons,
of whom the two eldeft, Ahmed Khan
and Azeem Khan, thared his territory be-
tween them, the diftrits of Owlah and
its dependances falling to the former, and
thofe of Budivon and Owfie to the latter.
—Scarcely were the fons of Futteh Khan
inftated in their inheritance, when, ac-
cording to the ufual mode of proceeding
among the Rohillas, each endeavoured to
fubvert the other, and to eftablith him-
felf in fole pofleffion of his father’s lands
and eftates. In this Ahmed Khan, who was
by much the abler politician, fucceeded.—
This feud between the brothers firft broke
out in confequence of an effort, on the part
of Azeem Khan, to retain in his own
hands the whole of the elephants, artillery,
and camp equipage, of his father, which
were {tationed at Owfte at the period of
his deccafe.—Upon this being compro-
mifed through the mediation of Hafiz

‘ Rahmut,
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Rahmut, who compelled Azeem Khan to
deliver up a moiety of the artillery and
ftores to Ahmed Khan, the latter affeéted
to treat his brother with the utmoft con-
fidence and cordiality ; and having by this
means thrown him off’ his guard, fuddenly
marched to Owfte with a few refolute
followers, and there feizing on all the
treafures and effes which had been left
in that place by the deceafed, acquired, By
this manceuvre, fuch adecided fuperiority,
as conftrained Azeem Khan to relinquith
the whole of his inheritance, and to fly for
fafety to Pceleabete, where Hafiz Rahmut
gave him protetion, but could not, or
would not, procure him any redrefs ; and
even acceded to Ahmed Khan fucceeding
his father in the office of Khéanfaman.

The death of Futteh Khan left Hafiz
Rahmut the only remaining perfon of
thefe into whofe hands Allee Mahummed
had committed the management of the Ro-
hilla government for his ¢hildren, and in
him the oftenfible power of the ftate now

P2 became
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became vefted, as Fyzoola Khan and his
brother had never been admitted to any
efficient participation of it.—Hafiz Rah-
mut, notwithftanding his very advanced
age, ftill perhaps poffefled {pirit and abi-
lities fufficient to have enabled him to bear
with fuccefs the great weight thus thrown
upon his fhoulders, had any tolerable de-
gree of harmony f{ubfifted among the other
leading members of the community ; but
that unanimity which alone could render
them formidable now no longer prevailed
among them ; the authority of Hafiz, as
¢¢ chief guardian of the ftate,” was flight-
ed by fome, and openly renounced by
others; they regarded the fuperiority he
afflumed with envy ; and the manner of his
attaining that pre-eminence had rendered
him particularly obnoxious to the fons of
Allee Mahummed and their party ; fo that
he found himfelf tottering on the pinnacle
of an ufurped authority, without the fup-
port of a fingle friend in whom he could
venture to confide.

In
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In addition to a total defe& in mutual
alliance and general co-operation, many
other circumftances concurred to weaken
the power of the Afgan independances
in the northern provinces at this period.—
Zabita Khan had Been drawn off from their
intereft, as already related ; and the death
of Ahmed Khan Bungifh left the princi-
pality of Ferrochabad in the hands of his
fon Muzziffer Jung, a weak and ignorant
young man, who, fo far from being able
to add force or ftability to any union which
might have been entered into by them for
their general defence, had it not in his
power to fupport himfelf; and was con-
ftrained, the year before, to have recourfe to
Suja-al- Dowlah for his aid to prote& his city
from the attempts of a petty detachment of
Mahrattas :—add to this, thatin Rohilcund,
the feeds of contention, which had been
fown in the original formation of the go-
vernment, had long fince fprung up: a
mutual jealoufy and avowed animofity,
which had effetually eftranged the diffe-
rent leaders from each other, induced every

P 3 man
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man, in the prefent unfettled ftate of affairs,
to afpire at a {eparate independence utterly
inconfiftent with their political confe-
quence as a colle(tive body ; and the total
relaxation or {ufpenfion of the penal laws,
attendant upon fuch a ftate of anarchy,
could not fail of producing the moft mif-
chievous effeCts, among a people naturally
of a fierce and untoward 'tempger, and
poflefled of a difpofition fo addited ta
violence and rapine, as wouid at any time
have required the fevereft exertions of jufs
tice to reftrain it within bounds. The
Hindoo farmers, and other original inha-
bitants of the country, groaned under the
worft fpecies of military vaflalage ; whilft
the upftart Muffulman defpots who held
them in fubjeétion, were, by their perpe-
tual feuds, difabled, as we have feen, from
affording them the {malleft protetion a-
gainft armies of barbarous marauders, who
every year {pread their devaftations among
them, -almoft without refiftance. — The
haughty and turbulent {pirit of the Afgans
gould not long fubmit to that ftri¢t con-

‘ troul
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troul which was neceflary to preferve any
tolerable degree of regularity or fubor-
dination in a government compofed of fo
many 1independent members: confe-
quently orders were no lon’gcr heard or
obeyed ;—the adminiftration of juftice,—
the colletion of revenue,—and the inter-
courfe of commerce, were all at a ftand;
—the roads were infefted with bands of
armed ruffians ; and every enormity had
grown to fuch a height as was not likely
to yield to any remedy which, inthe pre-
fent ftate of things, could poffibly be ap-
plied.

Such was the ftate of the Afgan powers
in thefe countries a few months before
the commencement of the celebrated

¢¢ Rohilla War.”

Suja-al-Dowlah had, in his correfpon-
dence with the Englith government, re-
peatedly exprefled an earneft defire to have
an interview with Mr. Haftings, then go-
vernor of Bengal;—and many points of

P4 the
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the utmoft confequence having occurred
in the courfe of his intimate connec-
tion with the Britith, the adjufiment
of which could not any way be fo well
effeted as by a perfonal conference, the
council at Calcutta were of opinion,
that a meeting between their Prefident and
the Vizier at this feafon would be pro-
dutive of great benefit to the affairs of the
Company : Mr. Haftings was accordingly
provided by them with efpecial powers of
negotiation, and arrived at Benares in the

month of Auguft, A. D, 1773.

It may be recolle&ted that Suja-al-Dow-
lah, at the clofe of the laft campaign a-
gainft the Mahrattas, in confequence of
Hafiz Rahmut’s apparent treachery, and
breach of his engagements, had conceived
an 1dea of feizing upon the Rohilla coun-
try, and had even made propofals to the
Britith commander in chief for the affift-
ance of the Englith troops in the imme-
diate execution of this defign. His pro-
pofals were, at that time, for many pru-
dential and political reafons, rejected ;



ROHILLA AFGAN 212

thefe reafons, however, mw no longer
exifted :--the Mahrattas, whofe prefence
had formed the grand obftacle to the un-
dertaking, had gone off, and were now
folely occupied in {fettling the internal
diflenfions of their own country; and
many months had paflfed, within which
the Rohillas, if fo difpofed, could with
cafe have difcharged the ftipulated fubfidy
fo juftly due to the Vizier and his Allies,,
for having twice cleared their country of
an enemy ; but, inftead of fo doing, they
had an{wered to the repeated importunities
of the Vizier on this {ubje&, by a reite-
ration of fubterfuges, delays, and excufes,
which plainly indicated an intention oa
their part of never difcharging the obli-
gation,

In confequence of this ftate-of things,
the Vizier, in his conference with Mry.
Haftings at Benares, propofed that the
Britith government fhould affift him with.
# brigade of the Company’s forces, to-

gnable him tq effet the complete {ubjuga-
tion
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tion of Rohilcund; and agreed to pay a
monthly fubfidy of two lacks and ten
thoufand rupees, for the fubfiftence of thefe
troops, and to prefent the Company with
a gratuity of forty lacks of rupees, on the
final performance of this fervice; and the
plan of the expedition was projected, and,
with the ultimate approbation of the coun-
cil in Calcutta, determined to be under-
taken as foon as the feafon fit for a&ion
thould commence, in the event of the
Rohillas not difcharging their obligations
in the interim.—Almoft immediately after,
however, the Vizier, on a review of the
neceflary fteps preparatory to this impor-
tant undertaking, began to be apprehen-
five that the period which he had fixed for
its commencement, would fcarcely allow
him time to fettle a variety of concerns,
the previous adjuftment of which was
indifpenfably requifite to its ultimate fuc-
cefs, and which his eagernefs for the
attainment of his grand objeét had caufed
him to neglet or overlook at the time of
his propofing it ; neither was he without

fears,
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fears that, if he fhould meet with any unex-
peéted difficulty in the profecution of thofe
preparatory meafures, he might, by that
circumftance, be rendered incapable of ful-
filling his agreement with refpet to the
promifed {ubfidy, in addition to the many
pecuniary obligations which he already
lay under to the Company. He therefore
fuddenly refcinded his propofals refpecting
the fubjugation of Rohilcund, expreffing
his with that this matter thould (without
being abfolutely relinquifhed) remain in
Ju[pence, the ultimate execution of it to
depend upon the fortunate coincidence of
future occurrences. ’

Soonafter, Mr. Haftings, having adjufted
the publick bufinefs with the Vizier, (the
particulars of which are foreign to our
fubje®) returned to Calcutta, and the Vi«
zier toF'yzabad; from whencethelatter pro-
ceeded without delay ta the profecution of
thofe meafures by the fuccefs of which
his refolution with refpe& to the Ro-

hilcund
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hilcund expedition was.to.be eventually de-
termined.

His firft obje& was the fecurity of the
diftri&s of Korah and Allehabad, and the
eftablifhment of fuch a line of defence on
their northern frontier, from the Jumnato
the Ganges, as would fecure him in the
undifturbed pofleflion of themi—Thefe
countries had been guaranteed to the impo-
tent Emperor, Shah Aulum, by the treaty:
of Allehabad *, but were abandoned, and:
virtually relinquithed by him on his pro-
ceeding to Delhi 4, where he- thortly after
made them over, by a grant, to the Mah-
rattas I, who would certainly have ob-
tained a permanent fettlement in them,
which from their fituation, muft have
been highly dangerous, if not utterly de-
ftrulive, to thefafety-and independence of
all the eaftern. provinces, had not their
fchemes been moft fortunately fruftrated:
by. the timely and decifive interference of

* Page 158.—+ Page 170.—~} Page 171.
the
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the Englith ;—and they were confirmed to
Suja-al-Dowlah in the late conference at
Benares.

The Mahrattas, although they had been
compelled, by the prefent deranged fitua-
tion of their affairs at home, to relinquith
a great part of their pofleflions in the Do-
4b, (as has been already obferved) had
yet left fome fmall garrifons in the diftri&k
of Etiwa, which makes the northern
boundary of the Korah province ; and, as
their eftablithment here might enable them
to give him great difturbance at fome fu-
ture period, the Vizier judged it prudent
to begin by cje@ting them. He accordingly
croffed the Ganges at Mow, and marching
over the Dodb *, laid {eige to the fort of
Etiwa.—The Mahratta who commanded
in that fortrefs, after a {mall refift-
ance, merely to fave appearancces, was pre-
vailed upon to make a capitulation, by
which the Mahrattas in this and other

* O&. 1773
places
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places of the Doib, were permitted to fes
tire unmolefted beyond the Jumna, and
Suja-al-Dowlah had the goed fortune to
poflefs himfelf of the whole of thefe di-
ftrits without any farther oppofition ; fo
that his dominion between the rivers now
extended from Allehabad near to Agra upon
the Jumna, and to Kinnoge upon the Gan-

ges.

This great and unexpetted fuccefs, by
removing every obftacle of any moment,
determined the Vizier to adhere to the ex-
ecution of his original defign; and he
forthwith wrote to the Council at Cal-
cutta, conveying formal propofals, in the
' terms already mentioned, which, after due
deliberation, were acceded to, nearly on the
fame conditions as had been fpecified in the
interview at Benares *.

The Rohilla expedition being now irre-
vocably determined on, as it was yet early
in the feafon 4, the Vizier refolved to

* Page 2120~~—1+ Dec. 1773.
' {fmooth
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fmooth-or remove every remaining obftacle
to his views, which, as his main obje& had
been already attained with fo much facility,
he concluded he might eafily effe&, before
his allies thould be in readinefs to take the
field. Having taken proper precautions
for the fecurity of his own acquifitions in
the Dodb, by placing Aumils*, fupported by
confiderable bodies of troops, throughout
the country, he proceeded to Ferrochabad.
Notice has already been taken of the
wretched fituation to which that ftate had
been reduced by the death of Ahmed
Khan Bungith, and the imbecility of his
fucceflor, whom Suja-al-Dowlah now eafi-
ly found means to cajole with aflurances of
his friendfhip and {upport, and finally to
draw him into fuch engagements as left his
country, property, and perfon at the {ole
difpofal of the Vizier, who foon found
himfelf as entirely poffefled of Ferrocha-
bad as of any part of his own original do-
minions. From hence he fent for Zabita
Khan, who, having been releafed from his

* Angice—*¢ Superintendants, or collectors of re-
venue.”
engagements
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engagements with the Mahrattas, by their
precipitate retreat from the Dodb, had re-
tired to Nijeebabad, feeming inclined once
more to join the fortunes of his country-
men ;—but Suja-al-Dowlah, by his profef-
fions, not only detached him from their
interefts, but even perfuaded him to join
in the intended undertaking againft them.
-—At the fame time, the Vizier, appre-
henfive, perhaps, of fome moleftation from
Nudjft' Khan, who had lately rifen to a
‘contiderable degree of power, and, after
the retreat of the Mahrattas, managed the
Emperor’s affairs at Delhi, endeavoured to
fecure his intereft by making him privy to
his defign ; and, it is faid, even went fo
far as to hold forth fome indire& promifes
of making over to his Majefty a fthare of
whatever he fhould conquer; in confe-
quence of which the minifter entered with
zeal into his defigns, and agreed to join
the Vizier with a fele&t body of troops as
foon as the campaign fhould commence.

Every thing being now ripe for a&ion,
Suja-
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Suja-al-Dowlah dire his general, Litifet
Alee Khan, to march up the Ganges from
Ferrochabad, and to conftrué a bridge of
boats over the river at Ramghaut, by
which he meant to enter at once into the
heart of the Robilla country ; but whilft
Litafet was colleting materials for this
purpofe, the Vizier, by the advice of fome
Englith officers, abandoned that defign,
and determined to enter the Rohilla fron-
tiers from his own dominiens on the other
fide of the Ganges ; as from thence the ar-
my would be able to draw the moft certain
and regular fupplies, and the operations of
the Englith forces were, by the terms of
the treaty, confined to the eaffward of that
river. He accordingly returned to Mow,
(where a bridge had been already laid) and
croffing the river, advanced up the eaftern
bank, and encamped at Shawbad, on the
Rohilla frontiers. From hence he deputed
a Vakeel to Hafiz Rahmut, with a copy of
his engagement*, and with orders to make

* App. No. I, and II.
Q_ a formal
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a formal demand of immediate payment, o}
pain of the confequences.

In the mean time, the fecond bris
gade of the Company’s forces took the
field in the beginning of the year 1774,
under the command of Colonel A. Cham-
pion, and advanced by ealy marches to
join the Vizier, according to agreement.

When Litéfet began to colle& materials
for conftruéting a bridge at Ramghaut, the
Robhillas became fenfible of the approaching
ftorm ;—their apprchenfions were confirm-
ed by the fubfequent march of the Englith
troops ; and, on the receipt of the afore-
faid meflage from the Vizier, Hafiz Rah-
mut amufed the Vakeel with hopes of fuc-
cefs in his deputation ; and, in the mean
time, applied to the feveral chiefs, defiring
them either to enable him forthwith to dif-
charge this demand, or to join him in the
ficld :—they had already refolved on the
latter alternative. The Vakeel, after fome
delay, was fent back to his mafter with an

evaflve
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evafive anfwer, and Hafiz Rahmut pro-
ceeded from Peeleabete to Owlah, where
he fet up his ftandard, and fent notices
throughout the country, requiring the Ro-
hillas to repair thither. Here he was
foon joined by Fyzoola Khan and others ;
and as no remedy now appeared except
open refiftance, Hafiz attempted to infpire
into the feveral leaders a refolution to a&
with unanimity and firmnefs in fupport of
the common caufe : butall his efforts were
rendered void by that {pirt of jealoufy and
faction already mentioned, which contri-
buted to deftroy them much more effe¢tu=
ally than the {word of the enemy.

Hafiz firlt applied to Ahmed Khan
Khanfaman, and Ahmed Khan Buxy, for
money for the purpofe of raifing troops
and making the neceflary preparations; as
thefe chiefs were, by their offices, invefted
with the management of all receipts and
difburfements that might at any time be
neceflary for the defence of the general
ftate.~He at the fame time offered them

Q2 * bonds
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bonds of indemnification, engzging either
to hold himfelf perfonally vefponfible, or
to give aflignments upon his country for
fuch fums as they might advance from
their own finances for the public fervice
on the prefent occafion. Notwithftanding
thefe aflurances, however, they did not
entertain fuch an opinion of Hafiz as
would induce them to place any depen-
dance upon his promifes, and having pre-
vioufly entered intoa private league to fup-
port each other, abfolutely refufed to ad-
vance any money, declaring ¢¢ they would
<« oppofe with force whoever fhould offer
The Buxy, how-
ever, was perfuaded, by fome of the more
wife and difcreet among his friends, to
adopt a more liberal mode of condud, at
leaft in appearance; and advanced two lacks
of rupees for- funcaws, or aflignments,
upon the territory of Budivon, which
were given to him by the Khanfaman as a
fecurity ;— perhaps” (fays the Robilla
narrator) ¢ neither the perfuafions of his
¢ countrvmen, nor his own conviction of

¢ the

?

¢« to compel them.’
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* the approaching danger, would have
¢ f{ufficed to induce the Buxy to this exer-
tion ; but, from the period of the quar-
¢ rel between the brothers” (Ahmed Khan
and Azeem Khan) ¢¢ he had regarded the
“ diftiri& of Budédvon with a greedy eye,
¢ and an aflignment, which would give
¢¢ him a future hold upon it, offered fuch
¢ a temptation as he could not refift.”
(Here we fee, in the midft of immediate
apprehenfion and diftrefs, and at a period of
impending calamity, an involution of fub-
tile treachery, which is feldom outfhone in
the crooked mazes of political refinement
in ufe among the moft polifbed nations ;—
but to return—) Several other chiefs threw
fmall fums into the grand treafury upon
the prefent exigency ; but this mode of
{upply was not generally adopted, and af-
ter all, the fum collefted was very infuffi-
cient to defray the neceflary charges. In
fa@, {o low were their finances reduced by
their dominions for the two preceding
years having been the feat of war, that
few of the Rohilla chiefs had it in their

Q3 power
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power to contribute largely :—the only
perfons among them whofe circumftances
enabled them to do {o were Hafiz Rahmut,
the Khanfaman, (enriched by the plunder
of his brother) and Fyzoola Khan, (who
had long held the diftrits of Rampore,
from which, although not exceeding in
value ffve lacks per annum, he had faved
confiderably, befides what he acquired by
fucceeding to the inheritance of the per-
fonal property of his father)— and neither
of thefe were willing to put too much to a
rifk on the prefent occafion.—Many other
leading men, inftead of coming boldly for-
ward on this threatening emergency,
{ecmed either abandoned to ina&ive def-
poudency, or withheld from exertion by
fufpicious doubts of their fellows, each
conceiving the other to be ready to betray
him ; and Suja-al-Dowlah, well aware of
their prefent temper, employed a multi-
tude of emiffaries among them, who, by
working upon the hopes of fome, and the
fears of others, increafed their mutual jea-

loufy and diftruft. Neither the Buxy nor
the
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the Khanfaman joined the Rohilla army
till fome time after its formation ; the Vi-
zier having entered into a negotiation with
them, and, partly by threats, partly by
promifes, prevailed on them (whatever ap~
pearance prudence might render neceflary)
to remain eflentially neuter in the enfuing
difpute; and they were themfclves fuffici-
ently difpofed, in the prefent fituation of
things, rather to forfake than to affiff their
countrymen ; as they knew that if the
Afgans fhould make an effectual refiftance
and repel the invaders, Hafiz would amply
revenge himfelf upon them for their late
oppofition to him. Mahboola Khan and
Fittee Oolah Khan (the fons of Doondy
Khan) negle&ed to appear in the ficld, or
to affift in any meafures of general co-ope-
ration until feveral days after the enemy
had entered into the country, as they had
alfo privately received a meflage from Suja-
al-Dowlah, who fent them a Koran, (a fa-
cred pledge of mutual faith among Mufful-
mans) with aflurances of his protcction,
provided they fhould not join Hafiz Rali-

Q4 mut
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mut on the prefent occafion 3 and to this
they returned a favourable reply ; but,
with a fraudulent inconfiftency, perfeftly
in charaQter, they proceeded to Owlah at
the head of a confiderable force within four
days after !

Perhaps, indeed, thefe intrigues of Su-
ja-al-Dowlah (whofe charalter was well
known) would have availed but little in
thaking the fidelity of any of the chiefs,
had not they been firengthened in their
operation by the general dread of Hafiz
Rahmut,

To inveftigate the caufes of this fenti-
ment, which on the prefent occafion was
attended with fuch fatal effeés to the inte-
reft of the Rohilla confederacy in general,
and of Hafiz Rahmut in particular, it is
neceflary to take a fhort retrofpect to fome
incidents which could not have been related
in their proper plage without an unfeafonas
ble interruption to the narrative,

On
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Onthe death of Futté Khan Khanfaman,
Hafiz Rahmut took advantage of the quar-
rel between his heirs to feize on fome of
the lands and effe&s of that officer, and
even refufed to pay to his fon and fucceflor
Ahmed Khan an old debt of two lacks
of rupees, which he had owed to the Khan-
faman for fome years paft :=——=He had,
moreover, exated at another time the fum
of two lacks of rupees from the new Buxy,
on pretence of defraying the expences of
Allee Mahummed’s youngeft fon, Ma-
hummed-Yar Khan, and applied the money
o extorted to his own ufe ;—and, after
the death of Doondee Khan, he had made
frequent requifitions of his fons Mahboola
and Fittee Oolah, under the fame pre-
tence.—In fhort, from the time that the
death of his colleagues had thrown the
principal power into his own hands, Hafiz
Rahmut had {o’often made an intemperate
ufe of the oftenfible authority with which,
as ¢ chief guardian of the ftate,” he was
vefted, (and which he had been able to
fupport only by fuperiority of military

torce
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force and territorial refources) that, how.
ever refpe€ted for his abilities and bra-
very, and revered for the apparent fan&ity
of his manners, he was almoft univerfally
dreaded and difliked ; and as he was aware
of this difpofition in his countrymen, the
itrigues he continually kept on foot, to
fupport his influence, had confiderably
widened the breaches before exifting a-
mong the members of a naturally turbus
Ient and diftraded ftate:—even Fyzoola
Khan, from whom alone he could expet
effeCtual fupport, was not without fufpi-
cions that Hafiz had at this period pro-
je&ed a plan to raife up a dangerous rival
againft him in the perfon’of his brother
Mahummed-Y4r, and looked to the time
when his own property might fall a facri-
fice to the crooked politicks and infatiable
avarice of his wily guardian.—¢ To fum
“ up all,” fays the Rohilla narrator, ¢ a
¢ fufprifing degree of animofity and dif-
¢ cord had long fince arifen in Rohilcund,
¢¢ and each perfon was employed in (nay,

§¢ was earncftly bent ypon) the eradication
(13 of
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¢ of his neighbour ; and in order to effet
¢ the deftrution and overthrow of his
“ own immediate kindred and connec-
¢ tions, was ready to enter into league
“ with foreigners and ftrangers : the event
“ was what might be expe&ted, — what
«¢ indeed foon appeared in the courfe of
¢¢_the fucceeding occurrences.”—In fuch
circumftances, it is not furprifing that,
even at this awful moment, when a foreign
enemy was about to overwhelm them, the
chiefs were fo dubious of each other that
no general {fyftem of defence was adopted,
nor any orders executed with the promp-
titude and alacrity neceflary in fo critical
a junéture,

Such was the ruinous fituation of affairs
in the Rohilla camp, when the combined
armies of Suja-al-Dowlah and his Britith
allies entered their country an the 12th
day of April, 1774%*.

On

* As the writer has been defirous (for very ob-
yious reafons) ‘to adhere clofcly to the account given
by
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On the allied army crofling the river
Girra, (which terfe&s the {outhern boun-
dary of Rohilcund near Shawbad) feveral
Zimeendars, and fome governors of dif-
tri&ts upon the borders, came in to the Vi-
zier and threw themielves upon his mer-
cy ; and were permitted to remain unmo-
lefted in their bhabitations : but, as it was
judged 1mprudent to leave any fhelter to
thofe, who by their behaviour appeared to
be inimicably inclined, and who, as the
army advanced, might, by returning to
their habitations, be the means of inter-
rupting the free communication with the
Vizier’s country, and cutting off the fupe
plies, his troops burned and deftroyed the
villages of fuch as had refufed to fubmit,
or had abandoned them on his approach.

Fyzoola

by the Rolil'a, in his relation of the fubfequent
tranfactions, he hopes that this motive will be con-
fidered as a fufficient apology for any inaccuracies that
may appear in it; he has blended the Engli/h account
with it, as far asis confiftent with his adherence to
the other.
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Fyzoola Khan now became fo fenfible of
the inability of the Rohilla forces to refift
the power which was brought againft
them, that he repeatedly applied to Hafiz
Rahmut, intreating him, if poffible, to
come to an accommodation with® the
Vizier, and offering himfelf to undertake
the payment of his demands, by exerting
his intereft with the other chiefs, and per-
fuading them to contribute to the dif*
charge of them ;—but Hafiz, with a wil-
ful perverfenefs which feemed to urge
himto his fate, declined accepting of any
of thofe overtures, and determined, at
all events, to try his fortunc in the field,

On the 1yth of April, Hafiz, who af-
fumed the chicf command of the Rohilla
army, marched with his whole force, con-
fitting of about twenty-four thoufand
horfe and foot, four thoufand rocket men,
and fixty pieces of cannon and amuzettes,
and the next day took poft near the village
of Cutterah, on the banks of the Bogga,

lug
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his rear and one of his flanks being cover+
ed by that river,

Colonel Champion, who was commans
der in chief of the Britith and Vizier’s
forced, advanced on the 20th to Shahjehan-
pore, and on the two {ucceeding days made
fome feints, as if he intended to take a
circuit and advance into the interior part
of the country, without coming to ac-
tion; the apprehenfion of which would
conftrain the Rohillas to relinquith the ad-
vantages of the judicious pofition they had
chofen.

Hafiz Rahmut, who had for two days
expeCted to fec the enemy, and kept his
troops under arms for feveral hours each
morning to be in readinefs for their re-
ception, confiderably relaxed his vigilance
when he found that, inﬁead' of coming
dire&tly upon him, they were employed
in meafures which indicated an intention
of turning his rear, and thereby cutting
off his communication with Owlah and

Baréllee
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Baréllee, from whence alone the Rohillas
could draw the fupplies neceflary to their .
fubfiftence. Alarmed at this idea, he made
fome change in his pofition, with an in-
tention of retreating to the laft of thefe
towns, thould circumiftances render this
meafure neceflary.

On the 22d, the Britith commander,
finding that his manceuvres had produced
their intended effe&t, made the neceffary
preparation for aflion, and marching the
next morning at two o’clock, without beat
of drum, threw his baggage and followers
into a fmall fort which had been deferted
by the enemy, and came within view of
the Rohilla camp a little after {un-rifc.

Nothing could exceed the aftonithment
of Hafiz Rahmut, when he underftood
that the whole army of the enemy were
drawn upin battlearray, within cannonfhot
of his encampment, after having beat in the
out-pofted guards, who were the firft me(-
fengers of the alarm. He directly mount~

ed
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ed his elephant in order to go forth and
reconnoitre their pofition, whilft in the
mean time the Rohillas were thrown into
a general confufion by the near and unex-
peéted approach of their adverfaries.
Hafiz Rahmut, when he rode out, had
negleéted to order the Nekkdreh: (or alarm
drum) to beat, fo that a confiderable time
clapfed before any line was formed, or the
artillery prepared for action, and no ge-
neral plan of operations having been {fet-
tled, nor any orders received, every leader
alted as he thought proper.—About four
thoufand of their infantry, feeing things
in fuch diforder, retired, panick ftruck,
from the field; and when Hafiz returned
to the camp, he found a great part of the
troops ready to follow their example ; his
prefence, however, reftored them to fome
degree of order, and infpired them with a
refolution to make one brave effort for the
prefervation of their independence.

Hafiz took his poft in the centre of the
Afgan army, which was direétly oppofed
to
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to the Britith troops :—Fyzoola and Muf-
takeem Khan, with fome of the other
principal chiefs, led on that divifion of their
forces oppofite to the corps of Litafet
and the Vizier's fepoys; and they were
at this inftant joined by Mahboola Khan
and his brother Fittee Oolah, who had
left Biffeeolee with their followers the pre-
ceding day.

The a&ion confifted principally of a
cannonade, which was fupported above
two hours with great {pirit on both fides,
at firft at the diftance of a thoufind yards,
which, as the armies gradually advanced
towards each other, was afterwards reduced
to five hundred: the powder of the Ro-
hillas being of a very bad quality, moft
of their fhot fell thort ; and their rockets,
although thrown in prodigious quantities,
did but little execution ; whilft a contis
nual thower of balls fell upon their centre
from the Englith artillery, and made
dreadful havock in their unwieldy co-
Jumns,—Many attempts were made by

R Muftakeem
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Muftakeem Khan and others to lead the
cavalry to the charge, and to force the
enemy’s flanks, but without effect.—At
length, Hafiz, fecing the {pirit of the
{oldiers begin to droop under the fuperior
fire of the Englifh, defcended from the
elephant which he had hitherto rode, and
mounted an ordinary horfe, to conviuce
his followers that he had no intention of
efcaping, but was determined to conquer
or die,—Very foon after this. he, on whom
every thing depended, fell. — The center
feeing the fate of their general, imme-
diately began to give way; and in a few
minutes the whole broke, and fled with
precipitation, leaving their camp (which
was ftill ftanding) with all their baggage
and artillery to the vi&ors.

Immediately on the Rohillas giving way,
fome bodies of the Vizier’s cavaliy were
detached in purfuit ; and the flying troops,
in order to fave themfelves from total de-
ftrution, all feparated, and went off to

B different
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different places, fo that in a few hours the
Rohilla army no longer exifted.

The lofs fuftained by the Vizier and his
Allies in this decifive ation was incon-
fiderable ; but that of the Afgans was not
lefs than two thoufand killed and woun-
ded; and their whole fyftem fuffered an
irreparable blow in the decath of their gal-
lant leader.

Thus fell Hafiz Rihmut, who (note
withftanding his low original) whether we
confider him as a foldier or a ftatefman,
was certainly entitled to fome degree of
refpet.—As the'dire¢tor of a faGtious and
diftratted government, he by the fupe-
riority of his talents and addrefs kept to-
gether its feveral parts much longer, cer-
tainly, than could have been expetted,
confidering the nature of the people with
whom he had to deal, and the unfortu-
nate events under which they. laboured,—
His perfonal bravery and firmnefs in the
hour of danger would have enabled the

R 2 Rohillas
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Rohillas to fupport themfelves with fuc-
cefs againft all their foreign enemies, and
to have protetted their dominion from the
many calamities in which it had been in-
volved for fome years paft, had he been
properly fupported by his colleagues ; and
it was this {pirit that determined him, on
the failure of every other refource, to
prefer an honourable death to an inglorious
fubmiffion. — But, however praifeworthy
his condu& in thefe fituations may appear,
the circumftances of his rife to power, as
well as the ufe he often made of that
power when acquired, muft detra&
greatly from his merit !—and it remains
20 be regretted that fuch happy endow-
ments fhould have been blended with the
moft mifchievous of all vices, and that a
grafping and unprincipled ambition fhould
have induced him to betray the trult of
his friend, and ufurp the inheritance of
his wards, in a manner which tarnifhes
-all his great qualities and throws a per-
Pctual flur on his memory; nor was the
fate he met with lefs deferved than it has

been,
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been, by numbers, pitied and lamented # ¢
but, to return.— .

Fyzoola Khan and his brother Mahums
med-Yar, who had both exerted them-

* It is here neceffary to remark that, (among a
multitude of fimilar errors) this perfon has been con-
founded with Hafi:, the famous poet of Shirdz, who
flourifhed above four hundred years ago.—It is much
to be lamented that the warmth and eagernefs of po-
litical refentments, (however laudable their motives)
{hould fometimes {timulatethe moftcminent charaters,
by haftily adopting all circumitances which can tend to
aggravate imputed guilt, and putting them together
without a fufficient inquiry into the foundation of
them, to f{ully the pure and fimple beauty of Truzk,
which needs not the turgid inflation of unfounded
rhapfody to fupport it:—¢ Hafiz Rahmut, the moft
¢« eminent of their chiefs,—as famous throughout the
 eaff for the elegance of bis literature and the [pirit of
“ his poetical compofitions (by which be fupported the name
“ of Hafiz) as for his courage, was invaded *,” &c.
&e. Hafiz was neither a poet nor a man of letters.
—His otiginal name was Rabmut Khan :—The title
of Hafiz (anglicé, the proteftor) he afterwards af-
{umed, as being expreflive of his rank and office,

# Parliamentary Regifter, No, LXXVI, page z05,
R 3 felves
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felves with much gallantry in the fore-
going action, when they heard that Hafiz
was killed, ufed every effort to keep their
troops together.— Fyzoola had attempted
to make a charge upon Litéfet’s corps ; in
this, however, he failed ; and the Afgans
faw the Britifh line advancing upon them
in fuch excellent order that, dreading the
effets of their mufquetry, neither the up-
braidings nor intreaties of their leaders
could induce them to ftand ; and they rode
off the ficld at full gallop, hurrying them
along with them.—Fyzoola Khan, fecing
the army totally difperfed, fled in defpair
to Rampore ; and taking from thence his
family and valuable cffeéts, retired, by the
route of Patterghtirr, to the firong pafs in
the Cummdw hills above Lolldéng, which
had twice before ferved as a place of re-
fuge to his countrymen ; and here he was
daily joined by numbers who preferred the
defperate chance of this laft refource to
fubmiffion to the enemy on any terms.

Nothing . could exceed the terror and
confulion
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confufion of the Afgans throughout Ro-
hilcund, on learning the difaftrous iflue
of abattle which at once annihilated their
power and decided the fate of their do-
minion ; and the news was quickly {pread
abroad with all the exaogerations which
commonly accompany the relation of any
general and unexpeCted calamity.—Neither
were their fears coufined to the progrefs of
the vi€torious army. Wherever the defeat
of the Rohillas became known, the Hin-
doo Zimeendars (each of whom is poffef-
fed of a ftrong hold attaching to the cliief
village of his diftri®) fhut their forts, and
refufing their late mafters {fuccour or pro-
teQion, plundered, without diftinétion,
all whom they found flying towards the
hills; fo that numbers of the Afgans,
who would otherwife have joined their
countrymen at Lolldong, returned to their
homes, and there quietly waited the event.
— Many more, indeed, were encouraged
to this by the generous and temperate con-
du& of the Britith troops, whofe charac-
teriftick virtues were not more difplayed

R 4 by
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by their gallantry in the late engagement,
than by their humanity after it. In
the clofe of the aftion, whilt yet fluthed
with recent victory, they advanced by di-
vifions, and marched through the Ro-
hilla camp with all the difciplined cool-
nefs and regularity of a review; not a
man offering to leave his poft, or to feize
on any part of the fpoil which was fcatter-

ed over the plain around them : and on
the fame evening all the wounded Ro-
hillas who appeared to be in a curable
{tate were taken into the Englith hofpital,
and attended with the fame care as their
own people ; and thefe circumftances un-
doubtedly contributed not only to the re-
putation of the conquerors, but to the fa-
cility of their fubfequent fuccefs.

O the final flight of the Afgans, Ma-
hummed-Yar Khan, attended by the Buxy
and the Khanfaman, went off to Owlah,
where they arrived the fame afternoon,
and fpent the night in all the confufion of
diftraéted councils and unavailing lamenta-

tions.
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tions. In the morning, the two minifters
having colle&ted together their families and
treafures, proceeded to the hills by the
way of Bifloolee and Moradabid, and
joined Fyzoola Khan, (who, on the death
of Hafiz aflumed the chicf command) at
Lolldong. Mahummed-Yar Khan accom-
panied the minifters to Biffoolee, and from
thence went with a few attendants through
Sumbull to Fyrozabad, where he found
Mahummed Allee Khan, a perfon of in-
fluence and experience, and an old retainer
of his father’s. To him he declared his
intentions of proceeding to Lolldong to
join his brother, but was difluaded from
this defign by the arguments of Mahum-
med Allee, who affured him ¢¢ that he
¢ could not poffibly pafs through the
¢ country in fafety, as the Zimeendars
¢ .were all up in arms :—that, as the fa-
¢ mily of Doondee Khan fhill remained
s¢ at Bifloolee, and thofe of Hafiz Rahmut
« with all their effeéts, at Peeleabete, he,
¢ who poflefled nothing, might furely re-
¢ tire to his own habitation without ap-

¢ prechenfion
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¢ prehenfion of danger, and thereby avoid
¢ expofing his family to almoft inevitable
¢ deftruttion from the intenfe heats of the
¢ prefent feafon ; and the late conduct of
‘“ the Englifh evinced that he had more to
¢ hope from their kindnefs than to fear
¢ from their refentment.” In confor-
mity to this advice, Mahummed-Yir Khan
retired to his own place of refidence at
Owlah.

Mahboola Khan, and his brother Fittee
Oolah, depending much upon the affur-
ances which they had received from the
Vizier previous to the battle of Cutterah,
(although they had forfeited all title to
this dependance by joining their friends in
the engagement) retired to Bifloolee, their
own city, and there remained.

The Begum widow of Sydoola Khany
(who refided at Owlah) on learning the
death of Hafiz Rahmut, and the defeat of
the Rohilla forces, immediately difpatched
a meflenger to Suja-al-Dowlah, ¢ requett-

‘“1ng
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¢ 1ng to know his pleafure with refpe to
¢ her, whether he meant that the fhould
¢ furrender up her effells, or rcly upon
‘¢ his generofity”. In reply to this the
Vizier immediately ordered two of his

confidential fervants to wait upon the Be-
gum—-<¢ to affure her of his favourable in-
¢ tentions towards her, and to requeft her
¢ not for a moment to admit any doubt or
¢« apprehenfion mnto her mind, nor by ill-
*« grounded fears to diffeminate confufion
¢ and terror in the city of Owlah :—that
¢ her annual allowance, which, under the
¢« Rohilla chiefs, had never exceeded fifty
¢ thoufand rupees per annum, fhould be
¢¢ increafed to fomething more proportion-
¢ able to her rank and fituation ; and that
¢ fhe might hope for every thing from his
¢ future kindnefs.” Confidingin thefe de-
clarations, the Begum remained at Owlah,
and thereby preferved the tranquillity of
the city, where there was no more ap-
pearance of difturbance or diforder than it
nething extraordinary had happened.

-~

The
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The family of Hafiz Rahmut, with a
torpid apathy which is not eafy to be ac-
counted for, took no meafures either for
flight or defence, but continued quietly in
the fort of Peeleabéte, apparently hittle
moved by the late (to them) dreadful ca-
taftrophe. Zoo-al-Fukkar Khan, Hafiz’s
eldeft fon, who had fled to Baréllee imme-
diately after the battle, when he heard of
Mahummed-Yar Khan being at Owlah,
went and joined him at that place.

Such were the immediate effe&ts of the
battle of Cutterah among the Rohillas : let
us now return to the Vizier and his allies.

A body of Suja-al-Dowlah’s horfe took
polleflion of the city of Barlllee the night
after the adtion.  The victors enamped on
the 23d, and the fucceeding day near the
field of battle, and, on the 25th, leaving
Baiclice on their left, marched towards
Pccleabéte, The family of Hafiz Rah-
mut, on hearing of the Vizier’s approach,
were rather pleafed than alarmed at the in-

telligence,
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telligence, as their greateft dread arofe
from the apprehenfion of fome of the Ro-
hillas taking this opportunity to retaliate
upon them the former exations of their
deceafed chief ; againft which they hoped,
under the fhelter of the Englith or
the Vizier, to find a permanent protec-
tion.——¢¢ In thort,” (fays the narra-
tor) ¢ misfortune and infatuation was
¢ their lot, in that they did not think
¢ -of taking refuge in the intrenchments at
¢t the foot of the hills, which were at {o
¢¢ inconfiderable a diftance, and where,
¢ under the guardianthip of Fyzoola
¢¢ Khan, their honour and their property
¢ would have remained fecure and un-
¢ touched, and they would have experi-
¢¢ enced every kind of attention and re-
¢ gard from that benignity for which he
¢ is fojuftly famed.” The event, indeed,
foon evinced the folly of their ina&ivity.—
The garrifon had already abandoned the
place ; fo that, upon the allied troops ap-
pearing before it, it was furrendered with-
gut any refiffance ; and the family of Hafiz

Rahmut
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Rahmut, together with fuch treafure,
jewels, &c. as remained from the wreck of
his fortune, fcll into the hands of the Vi-
zier without ftipulation or condition ; and
the next day all the women and children of
the Haram were put into pelanquins and
other covered carriages, and fent off under
a ftrong guard to Owlah, whither the Vi-
zier accompanied them,

Two days after the {urrender of Peelea-
béte, the Englifh troops fell back to Barél-
lee, where they remained for fome time,
the commander in chief meaning to canton
there during the enfuing rainy feafon;
however, at the requeft of the Vizier, they
removed from hence, and marched to Bif-
foolee. At this place they found Nudjiff
Khan, who, in purfuance of his promife,
had brought along with him a body of fix
thoufand men to affift in the redu&ion of
the Rohillas, but arrived too late to have
any fhare in the foregoing fervice.

The two brothers, Mahboola Khan and
Fitte
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Fittee Oolah, when they beheld the fate
of Hafiz Rahmut’s family, began to enter-
tain fome doubts of the Vizier’s intentions
with refpeét to themfelves, efpecially as
they were confcious that by their breach
of a private agreement previoufly under-.
ftood, (in joining Hafiz Rahmut in the
battle, notwithftanding their acceptance
of the overtures from the Vizier) they
muft in fome meafure be confidered
as having forfeited that protecttion to
which they might otherwife have laid
claim : they therefore now refolved to
divide the hazard, by one of the brothers
proceeding to pay his refpects to the Na-
bob, whilft the other thould remain at Bif-
foolee (where their families and treafures
were depofited) and aé&t as circumftances
might dire&.—Accordingly, Fittee Oolah
Khan proceeded to the Vizier’s camp at
Baréllee, and there, before he would ven-
ture to appear, folicited the mediation of
Salar Jung (the Vizier’s uncle) in his fa-
vour.—Some of his friends endeavoured to
diffuade the Rohilla from taking this ftep,
+and advifed him rather to apply to the Bri-

tith
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tith commander ¢ as it was well know.,
¢ that when the Englith word was
¢ pledged it could be relied on ; whereas,
¢ no faith could be placed either in the
¢¢ Vizier himfelf or in any of his officers.”
Fittee Oolah, however, reje&ted this
falutary council ; and procuring an intro-
dudtion to the Vizier the next day, imme-
diately after being difmificd from audience
he was ordered into confinement.—In the
interim, Mahboola Khan waited at Bif-
foolee, under much anxiety to hear of his
brother’s fuccefs, and would have availed
him{elf of the intelligence he received con-
cerning his reception, by removing with
the moft valuable part of his treafure to
join his countrymen at Lolldong ; but his
intention was at once fruftrated by the un.
expeted appearance of Nudjiff Khan, who
arrived at Biffoolee the fame evening, and
either guéfﬁng the Rohilla’s defign, or
being furnithed with previous inftru&ions,
placed guards around his houfe, fo that all
hope of efcape was extinguithed ; and thus
both the brothers experienced the natural

effects



ROHILLA AFGANS, 251

effeCts of their indecifive and srimming
policy.——Had they boldly rejeted the
Vizier’s infidious offers in the firft in-
ftance, and openly and gallantly fhared
the fortunes of their countrymen in
their laft retreat, their honour would ftill
have remained untouched, and their perfous
free ; but, by acceding to the Vizier’s of-
fers, and afterwards appearing againft him
in battle, they entailed upon themfelves
univerfal odium, and at the fame time in-
curred his implacable refentment,

The day before the arrival of the allied
army at Bifloolee, Mahummed-Yar Khan
came in, and being prefented to the Vizier
by his fervants Mirza Ramzé4nee and Mir-
za Agd, was very favourably received; nor
did he ever afterwards fuffer any molefta-
tion either in his perfon or family. Num-
bers of the other Rohillas, who had not ac-
companied their countrymen in their flight,
on hearing this, came in, and found a fimi-
lar reception,

S From
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From Owlah the Vizier wrote circular
letters to all the remaining Afgans of any
note throughout the country, defiring
them to continue quietly in their dwel-
lings, and giving them the moft folemn
affurances of protection. Thefe delarations
were in general attended with their full ef-
fe€t ; in a few weeks all the country fouth
of Rampore was, put entirely into the pof-
feffion of the Vizier, and every thing was
foon reduced to perfect tranquillity.

Shortly after his arrival at Biffoolee, the
Vizier fent off the fons of Doondee Khan,
their wives and children, together with
the family and immediate retainers of Ha.
fiz Rahmut, and numbers of the Afgan
inhabitants of Baréllee, Owlah, Bifloolee,
and other places, to Allehabdd, under the
condu& of his brother-in-law, the Na-
bob Salar Jung *:

On

* Much has been faid of the exce/ffve cruelties prac-
tifed by Suja-al-Dowlah on his Rohilla prifoners, and
in
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On the commencement of the rainy fea«
fon, Suja-al-Dowlah and his allies built
temporary quarters of cdntonment in the
neighbourhood of Biffoolee, where a Hin-
doo named Beéfs Rdye (who had been the
Dewin of Hafiz Rahmut) ~ infinuated
himfelf into the Vizier’s favour, by giving
him information refpeting the fecret de-
pofits of treafure, &c, among the Rohil-
las, and being himfelf forward in commit-
ting alts of oppreflion upon them.—To
this man Suja-al-Dowlah rented the con-
quered country, at the rate of two krores
of rupees per annum ; but he was foon after
difplaced on account of his malverfations ;
the whole body of the people making loud

in particular, on the family of Hafiz Rahmut; the
above, however, is a// that is mentioned by the Rohilla
narrator upon this fubje¢t; and, notwithftanding
every poffible inquiry, the writer has never been able
to difcover a fingle document from which he might af-
certain any one particular of this alledged ill ufage,
unlefs the inconveniences neceffarily attefidant upon
confinement and removal are to be termed fuch.

S 2 complaints
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complaints of the fufferings to which tﬁey
were fubjeted under his adminiftration.

Fyzoola Khan, on flying to the hills,
perceiving the ruinous ftate of the Afgan
caufe, refolved to attempt every expedient
to {creen himfelf from that deftruéion in
which the fortunes of fo many of his
countrymen were already involved ; and
hoped to obtain, by negotiation, a happier
and more honourable fettlement than the
prefent fituation of affairs afforded him any
profpe& of procuring by other means.
Many circumftances, indeed, were in his
favour.—As the eldeft remaining fon of Al-
lee Mahummed, he was the oftenfible heir
to his pofleflions, however furreptitioufly
thefe pofleffions were obtained : the injuf-
tice done him by his guardians, his inno-
cence with refpect to the origin of the war,
and his amiable chara&er and manners
(independant of other circumftances) all
contributed to plead ftrongly in his behalf.
w-He therefore wrote to the commander in

chief
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chief of the Britifh forces at Bifloolee, propo-
fing, through the mediation of the Englith,
to come to terms with the Vizier; and, on
the 19th of May he deputed an Afgan
named Abdureen Khan, to negotiate with
Colonel Champion.—The Vakeel had in-
firuétions to propofe three feveral modes of
adjuftment. The moft feazible of thefe was,
¢¢ that his mafter thould hold the whole of
¢ Kuttdber in fealty of the Vizier, paying
¢ him an annual tribute of forty lacks of
¢¢ rupees,—the Britifh government to re-
¢¢ ceive from him a donation of thirty lacks
¢ (on the part of the Company) as a re~
¢¢ compence for their good offices in influ-
¢ encing the Vizier to accede to thefe
¢¢ terms.”’—Thecommander in chief wrote
to the Council at Calcutta, firongly re-
commending the propriety of their procu-
ring this or fome fimilar compromife in be-
half of the Rohilla chief: the Council,
however, declined any interference between
the principals in the war, under an appre-
henfion (probably not ill-founded) that the
Vizier might be led to explain fuch an in-

S 3 terpofition
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terpofition into a breach of their treaty with
him, which would afford him a pretext for
not fulfilling his part of it; and they
moreover objeted to the propofed meafure

on grounds of political expediency *
This

* The fubftance of the arguments ufed as reafons
for the Britifh government declining to interfere be-
tween the Vizier and Fyzoola Khan on this occafion
is contained in the following extratt of a letter written
by Mr. Haftings, in anfwer to the reprefentations of
the commander in chief concerning it.

“ WE engaged to affift the Vizier in reducing the
¢ Rohilla country under his dominion, that the boun-
¢ dary of his pofleflions might be completed by the
“ Ganges forming a barrier to cover them from the
¢ attacks and infults to which they were expofed, by
* his enemies either poflefling, or having accefs to,
¢ the Rohilla country : this our alliance with him,
¢ and the neceflity of maintaining this alliance fo long
<« as he and his fucceflors fhall deferve our protetion,
¢ rendered advantageous to the Company’s intereft;
¢ becaufe the fecurity of his pofleffions from invafions
¢ in that quarter is, in effe&t, the fecurity of our’s:
¢ but if the Rohilla cquntry is delivered to Fyzoola
+ Khan, the advantages propofed from this meafure

« will
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This negotiation neceflarily occupied
fome time. Fyzoola Khan, however, did
ot in the interim negle€t any meafures
which might be requifite to enable him to
make a vigorous defence in the laft refort,
On his arnval at Lolldong, he had iffued
proclamations, inviting all the Afgans to
join his ftandard there.—During the in-
terval of fufpenfion of hoftilities, every
means had been ufed by intrenchments and
barricadoes to render the poit at this place
as tenable as poffible ; and multitudes of
Rohillas, who would never otherwife have

« will be totally defeated. The fame objections from
¢ the Vizier will take place againft him as againft Ha-
¢ fiz Rahmut :—he will be actuated by the fame prin-
¢ ciples of felf-defence, and the fame impreflions of
¢ fear, to feck the protetion of other powers againft
¢ the Vizier, and of courfe, will create the fame jea-
¢ loufies and fufpicions in the mind of the Vizier,
« with the additional and ftrong incentive of 2 mutual
animofity, and of an enormous debt, which, pro-
bably, Fyzoola Khan will find no means to get
¢ clear of, but by engaging in hoftilities againft the

¢ Vizier.”

S 4 thought



258 HISTORY OF THE

thought of moving, were driven, by the
exactions of the renter and his agents, to
feek an afylum here ; infomuch that, be-
fore the rains were yet fully fet in, fuch
intelligence was received of the fituation
and daily augmenting ftrength of the Af-
gans, as made it neceflary, notwithftand-
ing tl}e' feverity of the feafon, to proceed
againt thejm Wi’thou:t lofs of time. There
were, moreover, other cogent reafons for
puthing the operations to a final conclu-
fion at this period.~It was reported that
the Vizier ‘had entered into an agree-
ment with the Emperor Shah Aulum, be-
fore the commencement of the Rohilla
war, engaging to make over to his Majefty
a mo1ety of whatever territory he thould
acquire’ cither in the Dodb or in Rohnl-
cund ; in conﬁderatlon of which agree-
ment he had received, as Vizier of the Em-
pzre, aroyal jz‘; man, ¢ authonzmg him to re-
¢ duce the Afgan rebelsin Rohilcund to obe-
¢ dlcnce > and he was now honoured with
qletter from the Emperor, ¢¢ congratu]atmg
“ hxm in the Warme[’t terms on his late fuc-

¢ cefs,
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“ cefs, and hinting at the expected fulfilment
¢ of his engagements.”” ‘'Thefe expeétations
on the part of the Emperor, whatever their
foundation might be, would have given
the Vizier little concern; but advices
were at this time received that the Mahrat-
tas had fettled their political difputes (all
their internal commotions having {ubfided
in confequence of the expulfion of Rago-
net Row) and were again ready to carry
their arms to the northward. This left
fufficient room to forefee that the Em-
peror might renew his conne&ions with
them; and as Suja-al-Dowlah, whether
the alledged compaét had ever been really
executed or not, was now determined
againft acceding to his demands, it was to
be apprehended that he would make ufe of
the Mahrattas to enforce them; and the
Vizier was aware that if he delayed pro-
ceeding againft the remaining part of the
Rohilla forces until the dry weather, as
the Ganges, on the falling of the waters,
became fordable in many parts below the
poft then occupied by the Afgans, he muft,

by
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by advancing, have left thefe paffages con-
fiderably in his rear, which would have
given his enemies opportunities to make in-
curfions, and lay wafte his dominions du-
ring his abfence on fo remote a fervice.—-
Fhefe confiderations made the Vizier ex-
ceedingly anxious to bring the fubjugatien
of Rohilcund toa fpeedy and decifive iflue.
—Accordingly, at his repeated folicitation
and intreaty, the.army again took the field,
evacuating their cantonments at Biffooleeon
the zoth day of July, about the middle of
the rainy feafon.

There were, on the route to Lolldong,
many pofts, the defence of which by the
Rohillas, might have greatly retarded the
progrefs of the allied troops at fuch a fea-
fon ; but they were {fo much difpirited by
the total defeat they had fuftained in the
field, -and fuch diftraltions prevailed in
their councils after that event, that noneof
them had attempted to occupy any of thefe’
favourable fituations, but, abandoning the
plaitt country altogether, had retired to

' their
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their intrenchments in the hills; the army,
therefore, proceeded entirely unmolefted, and
took pofleflion of the town of Nijeebabid,
and the fort of Pattergtirr, (fituated about
twenty miles from Lolldong) without re-
fiftance.—The army encamped for fome
days in the neighbourhood of this place ;
and a negotiation was here opened between
the Vizier and Fyzoola Khan, but without
any effe€t ; the Rohilla chief demanding
fuch terms of capitulation as were regarded
by the Vizier to be very extravagant and
inadmiffible, confidering the ftate to which
he was reduced.—On the 28th of Auguft
the allied army made a forward movement
to Mohunpore, a village near Byceghaut
on the Ganges, which brought them with-
in lefs than fifteen miles from the enemy 3
and from hence was formed a chain of
pofts, fo diftributed as totally to intercept
any fupplies of provifions from being car-
ried into the Rohilla intrenchments. This
meafure decided the fate- which had been
fo long impending, and was now about to
overthrow the laft remains of the Rohilla

power.
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power. The fupplies which the Afgans
drew from the hills in their rear were far
from being fufficient for their fupport, as
their number amounted to upwards of
forty thoufand; and to add to their diftrefs,
a peftilential diforder (owing to the want
of room and the unhealthinefs of their
fituation) broke out among them, and
carried off many every day. But, not-
withftanding the diftrefs in which they
were involved, Fyzoola Khan ftill conti-
nued to hold out with determined firmnefs
and refolution (fuch as could have been lit-
tle expected from the general tenor of his
chara&ter) hoping, by his perfeverance, fo
far to delay the iffue of the war, that fome
favourable circumftances might fall out in
the interim, which would conftrain the Vi-
zier tocometoanaccommodation upon terms
more honourable than thofe of abfolute and
unconditional fubmiffion. Neara monthwas
fpent in treating on a variety of propofitions
advanced by the Rohilla Vakeels as the ba-
fis of atreaty of adjuftment. The general
fcope of thefe was, that Fyzoola Khan

thould
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thould pay the Vizier a large fum in hand,
and rent of him either the whole or a part
of Rohilcund, at a proportionable rate,
taking upon himfelf the difburfement of
all expences. The Vizier, however, con-
ceived that thefe offers were by no means
adequate to the magnitude of the objett ;
and, moreover, many reafons of found po-
licy occurred to prevent his fuffering the
Afgans to re-eftablifh themfelves with any
confiderable degree of ftrength in that
country, a circumftance which would, in
faft, have been utterly {ubverfive of one of
the leading principles upon which the war
had been undertaken.—Yet, as he was ex-
tremely defirous to come to a fpeedy con-
clufion, he propofed to grant to Fyzoola
Khan a jagheer of fifteen lacks a year in the
Dob, on condition of his delivering up one
half of his treafure and effects.—This offer
was certainly very equitable, and would
have fecured the Rohilla chief in much
more than he had ever before pofleflfed :—
he was advifed, however, by the Buxy and
theKhanfaman, to reje&t this advantageous

propofal,
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propofal ; upon which it was judged necef-
fary to take fuch meafures as would reduce
him to a more f{peedy determination ; and
accordingly, the main body of the Vizier’s
and Englifh troops advanced from Mohun-
pore, and penetrating through the woods,
took poft at the foot of the Cummdw hills,
within two miles of the Afgan intrench-
ments, throwing up fome redoubts and
other works, (in fight of the advanced poft
of the Rohillas) fuch as indicated an inten-
tion of affaulting them in their lines. Still,
however, the Rohillas continued to hold
out with an obftinacy that feemed to increafe
in proportion to the mifery which over-
whelmed them.-~The Buxy and Khanfa-
man, and fome other chiefs, who were par-
ticularly apprehenfive of having offended
the Vizier by the duplicity of their con
du&, were refolved, at all hazards, not tc
yield, except on fuch terms as might fe-
cure them againft the effets of his refent-
ment 3 whilft he, on the other hand, irri-
tatéd at what he interpreted into.a contu
macious rejetion of his proffered grace,

now
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now determined to compel them to furren-
der themfelves and their effeéts to-his fole
uncontrollable difpofal.

But, whatever obftrutions the appre-
henfions or animofities of the belligerent
parties might throw in the way of an ami-
cable adjuftment, things were now coming
to a crifiss—The Rohillas were reduced tc
the utmoft diftrefs ; {o that they could not
poffibly hold out many days longer; anc
muft either have run the defperate chance
of throwing themfelves upon the Vizier™
mercy, or endeavoured to make their efcape
over the hills by the pafles and defile:
which lead into the territories of Sirma.
gér and Kummdoon. The Vizier was no
without apprehenfions of their making
fuch an attempt, which, however deftruc.
tive it might be to them, would at any rat
deprive him of his expected fpoil ; and, i
order to prevent it, he entertained fom
idea of {torming their intrenchments, :
meafure; which in the prefent weak ftat
of the Afgans, muft havg been attende

wit]
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with immediate fuccefs. Happily, the
prudence of Fyzoola Khan, and the reli-
ance he placed upon the mediating protec-
tion of the Englifh, led him, at length, to
preclude the necefiity of fuch a fanguinary
ftep. No more than four days provifions
now remained in his camp; even the
horfes and camels had been all confumed ;
~—the nature of the country in his rear, in-
terfeCted by deep ravines, and covered with
impenetrable forefts, rendered a retreat
impraéticable, or, at leaft, likely to be at-
tended with circumftances more fatally de-
ftru@ive than even the fword of the ene-
my 3 and he conceived that he had ftill 2
refource in the friendly interpofition of the
Britith commander in chief.—He therefore
fent a meflage to Colonel Champion, tefti-
fying his defire to come to him, in order
that he might perfonally, through his
means, effe&t an honourable accommoda-
tion with the Vizier.—Ubpon the receipt of
this meffage, two Englith officers were de-
puted to conduét the Rohilla chief into the
Britithcamp, whither heaccompanied them

‘ on
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on the fecond day of O&ober ; and, on the
feventh of the fame month, the treaties of

peace were agreed upon and finally con-
cluded *,

By this agreement, Fyzoola Khan had
guarranteed to him the pofleffion of the
diftrits of Rampore and its dependencies,
yielding an annual revenue of more than
fourteen lacks of rupees.—In this was in-
cluded the tra&t of territory which had
formerly been allotted to him, in confor-
mity to the will of his father Allee Ma-
hummed, in the firft general partition
made by the guardians. Such of the Af-
gans, found in arms, as were not immedi-
ately attached to Fyzoola Khan, (amount-
ing to about twenty thoufand) together
with a very few of their moft obnoxious
leaders, were, by particular ftipulation,
ordered to the weftward of the Ganges;
and marching out of their lines, croffed
that river under the conduct of Ahmed

* Append. No. IIl.and IV.
T Khan
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Khan Buxy, and otheér chiefs. Thefe were
the only inhabitants of Rohilcund who
were expelled fram thé country in confe-
quence of the war :—the other Rohillas
were permitted forthwith to quit their
lines and 'to retiré unmolefted to their re-
fpeétive places of abode. Aléhou'gh no
flipulation was exprefled in the treaty for
the delivery of any part of the Rohilla.
property, yet, in confequence of a verbal
agreement, and in confideration of the fa-
vourable terms which were granted him,
Fyzoola Khan paid to the Vizier one half
of the treafure in his hands at the period
of his furrender, amounting to about fif
teen lacks of rupees *.

Fyzoola

# The number of Rohillas banifhed to the weftward
of the Ganfes by the treaty of Lolldéng, amounted
(according to the moft authientick accounts) to feven-
teen or eighteen thoufand men, (with their famlhes)
none being included in the fpirit of the treaty, except-
ing fuch as were aftually found in arms. The Hindoo in-
habitants, confifting of about feves bundred thoufand,
were no otherwife aﬁ'eéted by it than experiencing a

change
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Fyzoola Khan, at his laft interview with
the Vizier, requefted permiffion to carry his
brother Mahymmed-Yar Khan with him
to Rampore, which was immediately
granted ; the Vizier at the fame time pra~
mifing, as {oon as the new arrangements in
Kuttiher fhould be properly adjufted, to
fettle on him a Feyedad for his future fup~
port. This bufinefs being finithed, the
Rohilla chief retired within a few days after
to Rampore (the capital of the diftricts fe-

change of mafters, to which, in the courfe of the preced-
ing revolutions, they had been frequently accuftomed.

Having now brought the celebrated Rohilla war to
a clofe, it may not be unamufing to offer to the peru-
{al of the reader a fummary of it, as delivered in another
place~+¢ The whele nation, with inconfiderable ex-
« ceptions, was flaughtered or banifhed.—The coun~
“ try was laid wafle with fire and fword ; and that
« land, diftinguithed abave moft others by the chear-
“ ful face of paternal gavernment and proteéied labour,
“¢ the chofen feat of cultivation and plenty, is now
« throughout a dreary defert, covered with rufhes and
# briars, and jungles full of wild beafts ! ! 1 %,
* Parliamentary Regifter, 1781, No, LXXXVI
page 219.
T 2 cured



270 HISTORY OF THE

cured. to him by the treaty) defigning to
make it the place of his future refidence.—
He carried with him five thoufand Rohilla
foldiers, whom he was allowed by the
treaty to retain in his fervice. The Eng-
lith troops commenced their march down
the country at the fame time ; but, at the
requeft of the Vizier, they halted for fome
‘weeks at Ramghaut, 1n order to be a check
upon the neighbouring powers, in cafe of
their making any attempts upon thefe pro-
vinces before they fhould be reftored to
permanent tranquillity.

A chief part of the Vizier's trcops were
difperfed over the different diftricts of Ro-
hilcund to fecure the new conquefts ; whilft
two of his generals, Himmet Bebadur and
Amrao Gheér, were detached over the Gan-
ges to Ferrochabad, where the weak and
unhappy reprefentative of the Bungifh fa.
mily, who had already given up his inde-
pendence, agreed to pay an annual tribute
to Suja-al-Dowlah and his fucceflors, and
not to keep any force of his own, but to

truft
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truft the proteGion of his territory, and the

colletion of his revenues to the troops and
Aumils of the Nabob of Owde.

Suja-al-Dowlah accompanied the army
on their return as far as Bifeghaut, from
whence he proceeded to Biffoolee, and
from thence to Fyzabidd, where he died
thortly after, in confequence of a diforder
with which he had been long afflited ;
and was {ucceeded by his eldeft fon Mirza
Aminee, under the title of Afuph-al-Dow-
Jah.

This event, which only twelve months
before mlght ‘'have excited the moft violent
commotions, was not now attended with
the {fmalleft obftruétion or diforder. Suja-
al-Dowlah, confcious of his approaching
end, had made a difpofition of his forces, as
well for the fecurity of his old dominions,
as for that of his late acquifitions ; and had
taken every neceflary precaution for the
prefervation of the publick tranquillity,
with that good judgement and found po-

T 3 licy
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licy Wthh marked his chara&er. But no-
thing, perhaps, more eﬁ'e&ually contribut-
ed to thefe ends than the fubjugation of
Rohilcund. Had not that expedition taken
place, Hafiz Rahmut and the other Afgan
chiefs, who were eager to feize on all oppox-
tunities for thexraggrandxzement, would not
have fdiled to blow into a flame that’ fpmt
of tumult and fedition whxch in eaftern
governments, conﬁantly attends the fuc-
ceffion of an mexpenenced young man, in
hopes of gaining fomethmg amidft the ge-
neral confufion.——In Suja-al- Dowlah s
court exifted a number of partlcs of oppo-
fite interefts and inclinations; one fa&ion
in particular was fufpeced to be devoted to
his fecond fon, whom the Rohilla leaders,
either for percunia‘ry‘reward or the ceffioni
of'a fmall portxon of temtory, would have
readlly agreed to affift in the deftrution of
his elder brother ; and ‘the undifturbed 'fa:
cility” “with’ whxch 'Afuph’al-Dowlah at-
tained his inhetitance may be regarded as
the firft good effedt of the ful)Jugatloxl of-
the AFgan power S

Fyzoola
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Fyzoola Khan, on his arrival at Ram-
_pore, fettled upon his brother Mahummed
Yar an annuity of fifty thoufand rupees ;
but the latter did not long enjoy the fruits
of his brother’s generofity, as he had been
for fome time paft afflited with the ftone,
of which diforder he died in December,

1774

Fyzoola Khan, now the only remaining
fon of Allee Mahummed, was certainly a
confiderable gainer by the terms of the
peace with Suja-al-Dowlah ; as he thereby
fecured to himfelf the attual poffeffion of
as much territory as he could ever have
held under the Rohilla government ac-
cording to his father’s will, and more than
double in value and extent, of what he had
been fuffered to enjoy under the adminiftra-
tion of his guardians: nor can he be in
the leaft apprehenfive that his rights, ex-
prefled in the treaty, fhould be lable to
infringement at any future period, whilft
he continues to conduét himfelf with pro-
‘priety, as the whole was, in the moft fo-

T 4 lemn
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lemn manner, ratified in the name of the
Eaft-India Company, by the Britith com-
mander in chief*. The countries ceded
to Fyzoola Khan by the late convention in~
clude the diftricts of Hazrit-Naggtr, Mo-
radabad, Shawbid and Rampbére, the moft
fertile tra& in Rohilcund, being an extent
of not lefs than feventy miles in length
and thirty in breadth, the annual value of
which has been already mentioned. For
the proteCtion of this territory he is per-
mitted to keep up fuch a force as (with the
occafional affiftance of the Englith) will af-
fordhim an ample defence againft invafion;
and the tranquil mode of life he has
adopted will prevent him from being hafti-
ly engaged in any difputes with his neigh-
bours. He with a laudable and unprece-
dented generofity {cttled annuities upon

# The reader will be pleafed to carry in his mind
that this account was wrote above ten years ago,—
Since that period, Fyzoola Khan, doubtful of the va-
lidity of the firft guarrantee, has procured anew one,
under the dire¢t authority of the Bengal government.

the
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the families of fuch chiefs as had been kil-

\Jed or died in the courfe of the preceding
fewvice ; and provided in a fimilar manner
for all his principal adherents. He alfo
warmly interefted himfelf in behalf of the
families of Hafiz Rahmut and Doondee
Khan, (who were confined at Allchabéd *)
and at length, affifted by the importuni-
ties of Sydoola Khan’s Begum, with the
Nabob, and the mediation of Mr. Briftow,
the Britith refident in Oude, procured their
releafe, together with that of all the other
Rohilla prifoners, on paying a {fmall ran-
fom.

The family of Hafiz Rahmut, on their
releafe, proceeded to Lucknow, where
they took up their refidence under the pro-
te&tion of the Begum, who had interefted
herfelf in obtaining their freedom; and
the houfe of Sefdar Jung (the Vizier's un-
cle) was, at her inftance, given up for
their accommodation.

* See page 252.
Mahboola
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Mahboola, and the other defcendants of
Doondee Khan, remained fome time at
Lucknow, and were afterwards perrmtted
to proceed to Kuttdher, where they now
live, *

Zabita Khan, who is poflefled of an ac-
tive and enterprizing genius, although he
Toft that portion of his country which lay
to the eaftward of the Ganges, (which fell
to Suja-al-Dowlah with the reft of Rohil-
cund) yet fill retains his claim to the
pofleflions of his father between that river
and the Jumna. He made up a confidera-
ble body of troops out of that part of the
Rohilla army which had been ordered acrofs
the Ganges agreeably to the convention of
Lolldong s and with thefe, fome Sics, and
other adventurers, he has for fome yearspaft
made himfelf of conﬁderable confequence
in that quartcr.-—-He has at different times
endeavoured to mal‘ge little predatory expe-

¥ Here the Rohilla narrator finifhes his flory,
ditions
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ditions into Rohilcund at the feafon when
the Ganges is fordable in thofe parts ; but
his force is not {ufficiently powerful either
in number or quality to render him any
way formidable to his fouthern neigh-
bours *,

Of the other chiefs it is needlefs to fay
any thing particularly.—Totally deprived
of that felf-created confequence which
they had for a few years affumed, they have
funk back into their original infignificance.
Many of them have left the country,
to feek employment and plunder in other
parts; and the few who remain poflefs
neither the means nor, perhaps, the incli-

¥ Since this account was written, Zibita Khan, in
confequence of the death of Nudjuff Khan, acquireda
confiderable lead in affairs at Delhi, which he would
ftill have retained, had not the Mahrattas again inter-
fered in that quarter.——He died very lately, and has
been fucceeded by his fon Goolim Kidir Khan, undes

the mle of Nx;eeb al-Dowlah- Hofhe-Yar Jung.
natwn,
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nation, to awaken the jealoufy of govern-
ment by exciting difturbances.

Thecountry of Rohilcund, after having,
for fome years paft, exhibited nothing but
a fcene of repeated devaftation, was at
length reftored to permanent tranquillity.
‘The Hindoo farmers, who had been ufed,
on every return of the dry feafon, to fee
their dwellings deftroyed and their lands
laid wafte by bands of foreign depreda-
tors, againft whom their factious and tur-
bulent mafters had not the power to defend
them, bave fince enjoycd their pofleflions
in fecurity and repofe 5 as, except the tri-
fling and momentary incurfions of Zabita
Khan and the Sics above remarked, thefe
pravinces have been preferved in the moft
perfe&t peace during the laft twelve years :
a happinefs which it may be with truth af-
firmed they had not for half a century be-
fore experienced,

Evident marks of the turbulence of for-
mer times are {till to be feen :—thefe, how-
ever,
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ever, appeared in the towns and cities of
Kuttdber, long before the revolution which
gave that country toour ally ; nor can this
be deemed furprizing, if we confider the
ftate of this territory, continually fubjec-
ted, as it was, either to the diftration of
inteftine broils, or the devaftation of fo-
reign invafion.—The exertions of Allee
Mahummed, the ftruggles of the Fowje-
dars, and the efforts of Sefdar Jung in
fupport of the Imperial authority, (which
reduced the Rohillas exprefsly to the fame
ftate in which they ftood at the period of
the Lolldong convention) together with
the incurfions of the Mahrattas in later
times, all contributed to produce this ef-
fe&. Some part of this apparent decay,
indeed, muftbe attributedto the fudden and
total overthrow of two opulent and power-
ful families *, the circulation of whofe wealth

gave

* Thofe of Hafiz Rabmut and Doondee Khan,—The
reader will readily perceive that thefe obfervations are
of adate confiderably later than the preceding part of

the
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gave life to the cities they inhabited, and
whofe oftentatious magnificence appeared
in the ereftion of baths, mofques and pa-
laces, which are now falling to ruin.
With refpe& to the bulk of the inhabi.
tants, it is probable they have been but
little effeCted by the various revolutions
their country hascxperienced.—Thecaufe of

thishasbeen alreadyin part explained;* nei»
therfhould we be too hafty in forming difad-
vantageous comparative conclufions, from a
refleCtion on the evils which may appear ta
attend their prefent {tate,—evils which are
to be attributed to a defe&ive adminiftra-
tion, capable of corretion and amend.
ment, and nat taany confequences nece/fa-
rily refulting from the laft of thefe revolu-
tions :—and, in fa&, if this territory has
been negligently or oppreflively governed

g = g ——

the work which, however, it would be highly impro-

per to bring to a clofe without a few curfory remacksy

not only on the immediate, but alf'o, on the prefeng

more remote effcQs, of the tranfaGions here recorded.
* In the Introductory Vicw,

fince
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fince its redution, (as it moft certaifly
has been at times, and in various degrees)
it is not probable that it was much bettér
governed, whilft under the uncertain rule
of many c@ﬁ?ténding mafters, with that
rule often fhifting from one to another :—
and if we add to this the circumftance of
the country being, during its firft admini-
ftration, involved in a ftate of almoft per-
petual hoftility, we cannot fuppofe that a
revolution which put a period to thefe ca-
lamitous difturbances can have deduéted
from the felicity of the inhabitants !
Strong ideas, indeed, have been conceived
(and propagated with the moft hyperboli-
cal exaggeration) of the fuperior happi-
nefs of the natives of Kuttdher under their
former Lords, from parallels drawn between
the prefent ftate of the ozber parts of this
country, and thatof -the particular portion
of it under the immediate adminiftration
of Fyzoola Khan.——But before we pro-
ceed to form a determinate judgement upon
grounds which are certainly calculated to
miflead the fuperficial obferver, it may be

proper
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proper to enter into a more difcriminating
inveftigation of the particular contingery
cies in which this difference originates. 4

. Not to remark the very fuprior ftate of
cultivation and population which prevails
in the principality of Rampore would be
an injuftice to its proprietor :—it muft,
however, be at the fame time acknow-
ledged, that as much of this fuperiority is
owing to a happy concurrence of favoura-
ble circumftances, as to any perfonal exer-
tion on the part of its ruler ; and is fuch,
in fa&, as no exertion whatever could have
effeCted independent of them.

The diftri& of Rampore, it is true,
owes its actual profperity to the induftry
and ability of Fyzoola Khan ;—not, in-
deed, to thefe qualities, wholly, as the
means, but to them wholly, in the applica-
tion of the advantages which he derived
from adventitious caufes. Firft, his fie
tuation ;—his territory being defended on
one fide by the Ganges,as well as the inter-

| * jacent
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jacent country of Rohilcund (as the above
river 1s"about thirty-five miles diftant from
"his weftern frodtier)—and the weaknefs of
his neighbours lying beyond it ;—on the
other fide and behind, by woods and moun-
tains ;—and on the fouth, by the protec-
tion of the Britifh, virtually faving him
from the certain deftrution which muft
have been his lot, had not the prefumption
more than the exertion of this fafeguard
prevented any attempts to effet it,—
Secondly,—the natural advantages which
a fmall dominion enjoys over a large
(exclufive of the peculiar compaétnefs
and defenfibility of Ais) in admitting the
fuperintendency of its firft magiftrate,
without any delegation of official autho-
rity, as well in the general management as in
the compiete controul of its detail, both of
gbve}nment, revenue; and expence.——
Thirdly,—in a multjtude of little fireams
which fall from the furrounding moun-
tains, and fill with every diflolution of the
fnows above, yielding, with the aid of ar-

U tificial
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tificial dams, a conftant and. unfailing fup-
ply of moifture to the neighbouring
grounds, in feafons of univerfal drought,
as in the years 1781, 2, and 3, when all
the upper regions of Hindoftan were burnt
up by the failure of three fucceffive rainy
feafons 5 and the cultivation of Rampore
was maintained equal to that which it pof«
fefled with the natural influence of the
climate.~———And—Ilaftly,—in the fuperior
populatlon, "and confequent cultivation and
wealth it derived from the acceffion of fub-
jetts, within the three before-mentioned
‘years, from the circumjacent country,
(which was not-fo happily circumftanced
in the above eflential points) as it is natural
for men to fly from famine, and its inevi-
table confequence, oppreffion, toa mild and
equal government, and abundance ;—and,
in the fame proportion as the territory of
Fyzoola Khan gained.by this circumftance,
that of the Vizier /of in its population, and
confequently in its cultivation and revense.

Many circumftances have heretofore
concurred
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concurred to prevent or interrupt the ope-
ration of thc interference of the Britith
government in the corre&xon and amend-
ment of thofe particular grievanees under
which the inhabitants of thefe diftriéts la-
bour.~The aecumulated diftreffes of an
univerfal war 5 the immediate and urgent
Wants of a government ftruggling under
imminent dangers and almoft infuperable
difficulties ;—aud above all, the perpetual
ftruggles of parties, either in India orin
England, in their effets weakening its in-
fluence, c1rcumicr1b1ng its authority, and
embarraffihg all its meafures, have hither-
to usited to render abortive any efforts
which might have been made for this purs
i)ofe.-——That means might be adopted,
in its prefent ftate of uninterrupted trana
quillity, to reform the abufes which have
heretofore prevented the inhabitants of
Kuttdher from enjoying the fulleft advane«
tages of a fituation happier, in fome res
{peés, than it perhaps ever was in before,
cannot be doubted ; nor is there any reafon
to defpair, in the prefent ftate of the Bri-

U2 tith
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tith goverment in India, of thefe means
being fpeedily and effeCtually exerted. -

Thus have we traced the progrefs of
thefe Afgans in the northern provinces,
from their firft rife under the gallantry and
good condué of AlleeMahummed, through
a variety of fortune, to the final diffolu-
tion of their power in Rohilcund by the
transfer of the dominion of that diftrict to
Suja-al-Dowlah and his fucceflors.

Various and fevere are the ftriCtures
which have been pafled upon the latter
part of thofe tranfactions, and the preju-
dice of ignorance and violence of party,
aided by the firong affertions.of popular
declamation, have united to make it the
fubjet of general odium: but by a refer-
ence to the f#l#s recited in the foregoing
narrative, a more accurate and, it is to be
prefumed, a fairer judgement may be
formed of it.

But, to enter fully into all the refletions
which
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which occur upon this fubje@ would carry
the compiler tar beyond his original inten-
tion, which was only to give an impartial
and, as far as lay in his power, an accurate
relation of faés ; and if the perufal of thefe
thall tend to eradicate a fingle prejudice, or
remove a fingle error, with refpe to the
judgement which has hitherto been too
generally paffed upon the latter part of
thofe tranfa@ions, in which the honour
and intereft of Great Britain are {o materi-
ally and intimately concerned, and the de-
cifion upon which involves every thing that
can be dear to the feelings and the charac-
ters of the aors in it, he fhall think him-
felf fully recompenfed for the trouble he
has taken. ‘

U3 APPEN-
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A PPENTDTI X

( N°. L)

1RANSLATION of a Treaty entered into
between the Vizier of the Empire Suja-al-
Dowlah, and the Rohilla Sirdars, recipro-
cally interchanged.

AGREEMENT—-FirPc, friendfhip is eftablifhed
¢ between us; and Hafiz Rahmut and all the other
¢ Rohillas, great and fmall, have agreed and deter-
¢ mined with the Vizier of the Empire, Suja-al-Dow-
¢ lah, that we adhere to the fubftance of this writing,
¢ and never deviate from this agreement; that we
é¢ efteem his friends as our friends, and his enemies as
¢ our enemies; and that we and our heirs, during our
¢ lives, fhall adhere firmly to this our oath and
«. agreement ; that we fhall be united and joined to-

- Ug « gether
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( N°. 1L )

TRANSLATION of a Treaty entered into

" by Hafiz Rahmut Khan (on the part of the
Rohilla Sirdars) with the Nabob Suja-al-
Dowlah, Vizier of the Empire.

¢« THE ¥Vizier of the Empire, Suja-al-Dowlah,
¢ fhall eftablifh the*Rohillas in their different poflef-
“ fions, obliging the Mahrattas to retire, either by
« peace or war ;—this to depend on the pleafure of the

“ szxer

<« If at any time, without either peace or war, the
¢« Mahrattas, on account of the rains, fhall crofs [the
« Ganges] and retire, and after the rainy feafon they
¢« fhould again enter the country of the Rohillas, their
¢ expulfion is the bufinefs of the Vizier.

« The Rohilla Sirdars, in confequence of the above,
“ do agree to pay to the Vizier Suja-al-Dowlah forsy
“ lacks of rupees, m the followmg manner.

“ As the Mahrattas are now in the country of the
¢ Rohilla Sirdars, the Vizier of the Empire fhall ad-
& vance from Shawbad as far as may be neceflary te

« chable
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« enable the families of the Rohillas to leave the
¢ jungles and return to their habitations.—Ten lacks
¢« of rupees in fpecie, in part of the above fum, fhall
¢ then be paid; and the remaining thirty lacks in
¢ three years from the beginning of the year 1180
“ Fiffillee.

¢ Thisagreement Yealed in the prefence of General
« Sir Robert Barker,” &c. &c.

Ne.lIL
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( N°. Ii. )

TRANSLATIC).N of a Treaty undet the feal
“ of the Nabob Suja-al-Dowlah, Vizier-al-Mu
maleck-Behddur, and Colonel Alexander
Champion, commander in chief of the Com-
pany’s ferces on the expedition againft Rohil-
eund, executed in camp near Lolldéng on
the 12th of the month Rujib, in the 1188th
year of the Higera (the 7th of Oétober,

1774

“ PEACE being’ concluded between us 4nd the
“ 'Nabob Fyzoola Khan Behidur, I have agreed to
“ give, him the country of Rampore and its depen-
“ dencies, producing together the yearly fum of
¢ fourteen lacks and feventy-five thoufand rupees ;
“ and I have furthermore ftipulated that Fyzoola
¢ Khan may retain in his fervice an armed force con~
“¢ fifting of five thoufund men, and nota fingle man
“ more. 1 therefore give this written engagement,
¢ that I will, at all times, and upon all occafions,
“ fupport the honour and charaler of the faid Fy-
“ zoola Khan, and will promote his intereft and ade

¢ vantage
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« vantage to the utmoft of my power,—upon the
« following conditions. That Fyzoola Khan fhall not
¢ enter into conne€tion with any perfon but myfelf ;
¢ and that he fhall hold nocorrefpondence with any
< except myfelf and the Englifth chiefs ; that he fhall
< confider my friends as his friends, and my enemies
¢ a5 his enemies: and that, with whomfoever I
¢ {hall make war, Fyzoola Khan fhall fend two or
¢ three thoufand men, according tohis ability, to join
« my forces; and, if I march in perfon he fhall him-
¢ felf accompany me with his troops , and if, onac-
¢ count of the fmallnefs of the number of the forces
¢ he is to retain in his fervice he be not able to accom-
s pany me, I will then appoint him three or four
¢« thoufand more troops, that he may accompany me
« with a good army ;—and I will be at the expence of
¢ fupporting them.

¢ Upon the performance of thefe conditions, I
« have agreed to give the faid countries, at the afore-
¢ mentioned revenue, tp Fyzoola Khan, and to pro-
¢ mote his intereft and advantage to the utmoft of my
¢ power., )

« If Fyzoola Khan fulfils the articles of this
¢ treaty, and fteadily adheres thereto, 1 will not
¢ (God willing) negle&t whatever may be to his ad-
¢ vantage. He fhall fend the remainder of the Ro-
# hillas to the other fide of the Ganges.

s T have
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« T have fworn upon the holy Koran, calling God
¢« and his Prophet to witnefs to the petformance of
« thefe articles.”

<« Executed in the prefence of Colonel Alexander
« Champion, as aforefaid,” &c. &c. &c.

N2.IV,
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( N2, IV. )

TRANSLATION of a Treaty under the feal
of Fyzoola Khan Behadur and Colonel Alex-
ander Champion, executed at the camp neaf
Lolldéng on the 12th of the month Rujib,
in the 1188th yecar of the Higera (the 7thof
O&ober, 1774).

¢ PEACE being concluded between the Vizier-al-
« Muméaleck and me, and the Nabob Vizier having
« been gracioufly pleafed to beftow on me a country,
« I have fworn upon the holy Koran, calling God
« and his Prophet to witnefs to what I engage, that
« I will always whilft I live continue in fubmlﬁion

and obedience to the Nabob Vizier ; that I will re-
% tain in my fervice five thoufand men, ftipulated by
« the Nabob Vizier, and not a fingle man mote ; that
¢ with whomfoever the Nabob Vizier fhall engage int
« hoftilities, I will affit him ; and, that if the Nabob
¢ Vizier fhall fend an army againftany enemy, I will
& perfonally attend him with my forces where he
« goes himfelf upon fuch fervice ;—or I fhall other-
¢« wife fend two or three thoufand of my troops to
« join them j—that I will have no connection with
i any perfon but the Nabob Vizier, and will hold no
< correfpondence with any oney the Englith chiefs

¢ excepted ;—
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¢ excepted ;—that whatever the Nabob direts T will
« execute, and that I will, in all places, and at all
¢ times, whether in profperity or adverfity, continyg
¢ his aflociate.

« I have fworn on the holy Koran, calling God
« and his Propheg to witnefs, to the performance of
¢ thefearticles.

¢ May God and his Prophet punith me if I a&k
¢ contrary to them, or neglet to fulfil the whole of
# thefe conditions.”

¢ Executed in the prefence of Colonel Champion as
« aforefaid,” &c. &c. &e.

Ne. v
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( N°. V. ).

TRANSLATION of a Firman under the feal

114
¢
<
(“‘

({3
<«

({4

€«

€

of Nabob Suja-al-Dowlah, Vizier-al-Mumai-
leck-Behddur;

L

Vizier al Mumaleck|
L. Suja-al-Dowlah S .
Behadur.

« TO the Chowdries, Collectars, Canongoes,
Ta)g-gatherers, Farmers, &c. &c. of the Purgun-
nas of Shawbid and Rampore, Know ye!
that we have granted the jaghcers of the under-
mentioned diftri€ts to the Nabob Fyzoola Khan
Behidur, and that the ufual and fixed revenues are
to be paid into the hands of the proper officers of
the faid Fyzoola Khan;—obeying him in all
things, you fhall no way fail in your duty to him

- but in every refpect fubmit to his authority.

¢ Written on the 7th of the month Shaban, in
the 1188th year of the Higera.”

et R R st te:
Diftri¢ts, Revenues, and Taxes.

Hazrit Naggurr - - - 275,000]
BalafsPoor - -+ - - - 150,000
Abaldon - - - - - 22 §ooo i 11:::;15 wd

Shawbid - - - - - - 600,000 ‘ 75,c00 Rupees.
Moraglabad - - - - - 150,000}
Athud - - - - - - 75,0007
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