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INTRODUCTION

THOUGH my knowledge of the Tamil Language

is so scanty that at first I held myself
absolutely disqualified from complying with Mr.
Suryanarayana Sastri’s request that I would
write an introduction to this book., yet on his
pressing it 1 could not deny myself the pleasure
ot complying with his desire and showing my
interest in the excellent work which he has here
done for his native tongue. It has been a
privilege to talk with him over his book and to
sce how he has assimilated the methods of
Western philologists and has applied them to
the study of the Dravidian Languages. While
however he has found his models in the west,
no one can fail to sce that his inspiration comes
from his love of Tamil and that he has put
himself into the book, with the result that it is
fresh and original.

That the book meets a nced is certain.
As a study of the growth of language in
general from the Dravidian point of view it
is a contribution to Philology of notable value;
while as a history of the Tamil Language in
particular it stands alone. And Tamil is a
language which well deserves such study. It
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belongs to a group which has a strongly marked
family type, and which, while it has features
that seem to connect it, oa this side and on
that, with widely differing groups, is also
distinguished from all other groups by features
all its own. Its origin still remains to be
discovered—a secret to rcward some scholar
patiently treading in the path along which this
book points the way. Its grammar 1is full of
interest and its literature is onec of which any
nation might be prond It still has a vigorous
life as a spoken tongue, and when its
emancipation from the tyranny of the conventions
of a dead past is complete it will regain its
Iiterary productiveness. For a long tume at
any rate it will be the medium in which the
movements and the emotions of the Tamilians
will find their real and natural expression. It
must continne the language of the genuine litera-
ture of the people.  In LEnglish their thought and
feeling will move as it were in shackles; in
Tamil they will have the spontancity and case
and vigour of frece movement.

I am not competent to pronounce upon all
the details of Mr. Suryanarayana Sastriar’s work,
but I am convinced that the main lines on which
it is constructed are right. The patient work
which I know that he has devoted to the subject
for years and his mastery of the language both as
scholar and as poet are a sufficient guarantee that
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his illustration of the principles is wide and
sufficiently correct.

In the study of Tamil in our Colleges the
book will mark an epoch. For it puts that study
upon a better basis, and will begin to do for it
what such writers as Trench and Morris and
Skeat did for English a generation or more ago.
The author has by it gained for himself the
distinction of being the pioneer in a field into
which many will doubtless follow him. But none
of his successors are likely to excel him in the
real usefulness of their work or in their love of
the language whose past he here illumines.

F. W. KELLETT
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